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Heartbeat of the nation

NLD denies report on 
Daw Suu speaker role
The National League for Democracy leader has not settled for a post-election position as 
speaker of parliament rather than fighting for the presidency, a senior member says. NEWS 3
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Pressure heats up on government over Letpadaung 
Activists descended on the town of Monywa last week for a demonstration against the 
nearby Letpadaung copper mine, following the recent killing of a local resident by police. 
A government committee set up to implement the findings of the Letpadaung investigation 
commission has accused activists of inciting violence at the mine site, a charge they deny. 

BUSINESS 24

MIC clarifies oil and  
gas tax rate confusion   
The investment commission has 
confirmed income tax of 25 percent on 
all projects, following confusion as to 
whether it should instead be 35pc.

FEATURE 12

Watering the dry zone   
Programs to improve water supply in 
Myanmar’s semi-arid Central Dry Zone 
are changing the lives of residents.

Parties fail 
to meet UEC  
deadline on 
white cards

More on news 3

BARELY 10 parties have informed the 
Union Election Commission of their 
compliance with a recent law change 
that bans temporary ID card holders 
from being party members, according 
to a commission official.

Myanmar’s 65 registered parties had 
been given until January 9 to comply 
with the change to the Political Parties 
Registration Law, which was signed by 
President U Thein Sein on September 
30, four days after it was approved by 
parliament.

In November, the commission 
gave parties two months to remove 
members who fail to meet the crite-
ria and submit updated membership 
lists.

However, commission deputy direc-
tor general U Hla Maung Cho said on 
January 8 that few have complied with 
the order to remove holders of tempo-
rary IDs, which are commonly referred 
to as white cards.

“About 10 parties have informed us 
that they have removed white-card-
holding members,” he said.

U Hla Maung Cho confirmed that 
the National League for Democracy 
had requested and been granted an ex-
tra month to comply.

“They were the only party to request 
an extension,” he said. 
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THE INSIDER: The local lowdown & best of the web

Letpadaung: the land lost  
and the opportunity cost 
In the wake of the December 22 shooting 
death of a 56-year-old peasant farmer 
at the Letpadaung copper mine site 
in Monywa, civil society and activists 
have been rather vocal in criticising the 
project.

An article on the matter appeared 
in the Global New Light of Myanmar 
on January 6, entitled “Committee for 
implementing (sic) Latpadaungtaung 
copper mine investigation report calls on 
people for being aware of instigations to 
prevent undesirable accidents.”

To be clear here, ‘instigations’ refers 
to an unarmed (or, in some cases, 
crudely armed) collective of activists and 
farmers protesting land confi scation with 
a sit-in. Daw Khin Win demonstrating 

against the confi scation of her land 
getting shot in the head by security forces 
is an ‘undesirable accident’.

However, as with any such event, 
it’s important to look to both sides. The 
Wanbao Myanmar PR team sprung 
into action, posting a statement voicing 
their sadness at this unfortunate turn of 
events.

“Yesterday, we lost a member of the 
extended Letpadaung family, Daw Khin 
Win,” they wrote, somewhat audaciously.

The company uploaded photos on 
their website of their staff members 
injured by the rock-throwing protestors. 
One man appeared to have suffered 
grazes on his face. Another lifted his 
trouser leg to reveal a trickle of blood 
down his shin. There was also a picture 
of a car that will probably need its 
windscreen replaced.   The company 
sought to rebut rumours that had spread 
online about Wanbao staff and Chinese 

private security attacking villagers.

In fairness to Wanbao, this whole 
project must be a bit of a headache by 
this stage, what with the protests and the 
security forces using white phosphorous 
to disperse demonstrators and now this 
undesirable accident – not to mention 
the delays.

“In retrospect to the recent 
happenings as well as two years 
of delays in the construction of the 
Letpadaung copper project, Myanmar 
Wanbao, as one of the biggest foreign 
investors in Myanmar, has experienced 

the hardships arising from the 
social confl icts during the process of 
democratization in Myanmar. Objectively, 
this is unavoidable,” their website reads.

But, the company remains pragmatic 
and is united with the Myanmar 
authorities in focusing on the job 
opportunities and prosperity the project 
will afford the land’s former residents. 
(See image left)

Not attending
Reasons cited in Global New Light of 
Myanmar for the KIA, TNLA, KNPP 
and CNF rebuffi ng the Union Minister’s 
invitation to Independence Day Grand 
Military Review:
- lack of time
- long distances
- their leaders were already on trips

In brief:
Rakhine protestors dish out Korea advice 
to UN Special Rapporteur on Human 
Rights for Myanmar, recommending that 
she focus on “harmonising” her “own” 
divided country
Observers say it’s hard to decide which 
was the dumber idea: creating a bus 
lane on Anawratha Rd with no regard for 
the fact people still need to drive in and 
out of the side streets, or making Yaw 
Min Gyi St a one-way despite the fact it 
was already a “total nightmare” with the 
school dropoff zone on Nawaday.  

Next week:
Expat woman moans about sprained 
ankle, seems hell-bent on making her 
inappropriate choice of footwear on 
already-treacherous footpaths everyone 
else’s problem

Woman checks phone after fi ve 
minute meeting to fi nd she has received 
four text messages, all of which are 
unwanted data usage updates from 
Telenor

The Academy for Development of National Groups graces the cover of the 
Ne Win-era socialist publication Forward Magazine, 1968.

From the Wanbao website: figures on 
land lost vs job opportunities gained.

Getting married? Have you considered a human trafficking photography honeymoon? It’s only US$5,421 per couple. 
– Taken from the website of Kaya Honeymoon Volunteers, which appears to be an actual travel agency and not a satire site

Once was Burma ...
From ‘The Myanmar Times’ archives

The Academy for Development of National Groups graces the cover of the 

“If anything it has 
been Wanbao sta�  
and contractors 
who have been at 
the receiving end 
of intimidation and 
beatings by activists 
and extremists as 
they carry out their 
work”

Wanbao Myanmar
– From statement on website
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Scores of political parties 
flout white card deadline

Lun Min Mang
lunmin.lm@gmail.com

‘As an MP I have 
to respect the law, 
but personally I 
represent my people, 
and my people are 
feeling so bad.’

U Shwe Maung 
Rohingya MP

U Hla Maung Cho refused to give the 
exact number or the names of the 
parties that had sent updated lists, 
or how many members they had  
removed.

All parties are required to send 
updated member lists regardless of 
whether they have removed members.

Under the previous version of the 
law, all citizens and “temporary certif-
icate holders” were allowed to start or 
join a political party. The amendment, 
however, enables only full citizens to 
be central executive committee mem-
bers – of which a party must have 15 
– and bars temporary citizens from 
holding party membership.

After receiving updated member 
lists, the commission will verify them 
with the Immigration Department. 

The UEC has previously warned 
that parties found to have or accept 
non-citizens as members could be 
abolished. However, it remains un-
clear what action parties that do not 
comply will face.

“We have not received any instruc-
tion from our superiors as to what we 
should do about those parties that did 
not inform us whether they changed 
their membership,” U Hla Maung Cho 
said.

In October, commission chair U Tin 
Aye said the UEC would investigate any 
complaints it receives of parties having 
a non-citizen among their ranks. 

As The Myanmar Times has pre-
viously reported, the change will 
most affect the three parties formed 
by politicians who identify as Roh-
ingya. Most hold temporary identi-
fication documents rather than the 
Citizenship Scrutiny Cards issued to 
citizens.

A spokesperson for one of these 
groups, the National Development 
and Peace Party, described the amend-
ments as “unfair” but said the party 
had sent its updated membership list 
to the UEC last month. 

“I believe this rule change is unfair 
and just targets [Rohingya] but we 
followed the law because we respect 
the law,” said Mohammad Salim.

Mohammad Salim was one of 
1200 members of the NDPP who was 
forced to quit the party, as he does not 
hold a valid identity card.

“But many of those who hold white 
cards would be eligible for citizenship 
if the government implemented the 
1982 Citizenship Law correctly. Now, 
they are trying to ban our participa-
tion in politics,” he said.

NLD spokesperson U Nyan Win 
said the party was in the process of 
complying with the order.

“We have instructed the village and 
township levels to make sure that our 
membership is in accordance with the 
amended law but we haven’t  got [the 
members lists] back from them,” he 

said. “They’re still working on [it] … 
so we asked the UEC for more time … 
and they agreed.” 

U Thar Win, the Union Solidarity 
and Development Party’s Yangon Re-
gion general secretary, said the party 
had removed its white-card holders. 

He said the regional office had 
sent its updated lists to headquar-
ters but he was unsure whether this 
had been forwarded to the election  
commission. 

The process is also under way in 
northern Rakhine State, where the 
majority of Myanmar’s estimated 
850,000 white-card holders live.

U Shwe Maung, the USDP MP 

for Buthidaung and a self-described 
Rohingya, said that many white 
card-holding USDP members in his 
constituency feel betrayed by the 
new guidelines. “As an MP I have to 
respect the law, but personally I rep-
resent my people, and my people are 
feeling so bad,” he said.

He said he plans to submit a draft 
bill during the coming session of par-
liament, which begins on January 19, 
that would create a streamlined pro-
cess for white-card holders to apply 
for citizenship. This would in turn 
allow them to participate in party 
activities in the coming national elec-
tions, he said.

“If this solution cannot be imple-
mented before the election it will be 
a loss of human rights for my people.”

However, the political winds ap-
pear to be blowing against political 
rights for Rohingya, who are offi-
cially referred to as Bengalis by the  
government.

The amendment was proposed by 
the Rakhine National Party. Leader 
U Aye Maung said last week the RNP 
will “definitely be watching” wheth-
er other parties comply with the  
changes.

The RNP is also pushing for an 
amendment to electoral laws that 
would ban white-card holders from 
voting. – Additional reporting by Bill 
O’Toole

NLD says 
Daw Suu 
has not 
settled for 
speaker

A SENIOR National League for 
Democracy official has rejected 
a report that Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi has given up on the presi-
dency and will instead settle for 
a speaker role in the Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw.

The undated report was 
published on the website of the 
Myanmar-language Trade Times 
weekly last week and cited in 
international media. The report 
quoted U Aung Shin, a “confi-
dante” of Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, as saying that there was not 
enough time to amend the con-
stitution to make her eligible for 
the presidency but she “would be 
happy with being the head of the 
parliament”.

But NLD central executive 
committee member U Tun Tun 
Hein said no decision had been 
made on Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s possible post-election role 
or whether the party would even 
take part in the vote.

“What U Aung Shin said 
about Daw Suu is perhaps his 
personal opinion. We have not 
made any decision yet,” U Tun 
Tun Hain said.

He said the NLD would de-
cide only at mid-year whether 
it intended to participate in the 
general election, which the Un-
ion Election Commission says 
will be held in late October or 
early November.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi start-
ed the swirl of doubt late last 
year when she disclosed that the 
party had not yet decided to take 
part in the election.

U Tun Tun Hein said the par-
ty would make its decision based 
on how the political situation de-
velops over the coming months.

“Now is about six months too 
soon to say. Whether we run in 
the general election or not will 
depend on the people’s desire. It 
will depend on the situation of 
the political playing field over the 
next six months,” said U Tun Tun 
Hein, who added that the party 
wanted to avoid announcing a 
decision now, only to change it 
in light of future developments.

The UEC has said it will an-
nounce the election date 90 days 
in advance of the poll. Cam-
paigning guidelines released last 
year restricted parties to just 30 
days of campaigning, but this 
has been extended to 60 days fol-
lowing widespread criticism.

Fewer than one-fifth of registered parties had given the election commission updated member lists by deadline

IN PICTUREs
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Women police 
officers take part 
in a military 
parade to mark 
Independence Day 
on January 4.  
The ceremony 
was the first time 
a civilian leader 
has overseen a 
military parade for 
Independence Day 
since the 1950s, 
according to the 
government.

continued from news 1
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SEIZING the opportunity pre-
sented by Independence Day, 
President U Thein Sein discussed 
with the leaders of 12 ethnic 
armed groups the key questions 
of participation in the elections 
later this year and the signing of a 
nationwide ceasefire agreement.

The talks were held at Nay Pyi 
Taw’s International Convention 
Centre on January 5, a day after 
the leaders attended a military 
parade near the president’s resi-
dence.

A subsequent statement by 
the government said the presi-
dent had urged the groups to 
sign the ceasefire agreement on 
Union Day, February 12, as well 
as to cooperate in the prepara-
tion for free and fair elections in 
October-November.

The president said the groups’ 
presence at the ceremony was 
a sign of their confidence in the 
government. A total of 16 groups 
were invited, but four chose not 
to attend, including the Kachin 
Independence Organisation, the 
Ta’ang National Liberation Army, 
the Karenni National Progressive 
Party and the Chin National Front.

U Thein Sein said that in 
order to stop the 60-year-long 
internal conflict, a mechanism 
should be formed to monitor the 
situation and help prevent skir-
mishes – otherwise, peace nego-
tiations could go into reverse.

He told the ethnic representa-
tives that his government would 
move as quickly as possible to 
meet the needs of ethnic mi-
norities once the agreement was 
signed, including by promoting 
socio-economic development in 
the regions.

U Khun Okker, chair of the 
Pa-O National Liberation Or-
ganisation, who attended the 
ceremony, described the meeting 
as “remarkable and significant”.

Daw Saw Mya Yarzar Lin, an 
executive committee member 
of the Arakan Liberation Party, 
agreed that it was necessary to 
sign the ceasefire agreement 
once the text had been agreed, 
and the signing on Union Day 
would have special significance. 
“The president expressed the 
wish to build a stronger Union 
of Myanmar with all ethnic peo-
ples,” she told reporters. – Trans-
lation by Thiri Min Htun

Htoo Thant
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

Ethnic armed groups split over 
nationwide ceasefire proposal

MOMENTUM may be gathering for 
a decision on the proposal of Presi-
dent U Thein Sein to sign the na-
tional ceasefire agreement on Union 
Day, February 12, even as some ethnic 
groups complain of being pressured – 
and say underlying problems have yet 
to be resolved.

The date was initially proposed 
last month by some leaders of the Na-
tionwide Ceasefire Coordination Team 
(NCCT), which has been negotiating 
with the government on behalf of 16 
armed ethnic groups – many of which 
have been in conflict with the central 
government for decades.

However, the proposal has created 
a rift within the NCCT, with the Ka-
ren National Union leading a bloc that 
wants to sign on February 12 and the 
Kachin Independence Organisation 
and NCCT leader Naing Han Thar re-
luctant to commit.

NCCT deputy leader Padoh Saw 
Kwe Htoo Win of the Karen National 
Union said last week he favours a Un-
ion Day deal. “We have reached agree-
ment on almost all points. Signing 
would make that Union Day a historic 
day for our country. Both sides are try-
ing to achieve that.”

But others say they the announce-
ment of the Union day plan is an at-
tempt to pressure them to sign on, and 
say there are issues – particularly on 
security sector reform – that need to 
be resolved before the signing can take 
place.

“I can’t say whether we will sign in 
February. It depends on our next meet-
ing,” said U Naing Han Thar, leader of 
the NCCT. “The remaining points are 
military issues, so we cannot say how 
the Tatmadaw will respond.

The issue has clearly divided the eth-
nic armed groups but so far none have 
floated the idea of signing the ceasefire 
individually, rather than as a bloc.

Senior Rakhine National Party of-
ficial U Aye Thar Aung said ethnic 
groups should resist splitting over the 
issue, adding that firm commitments 
from the government are needed to 
ensure the peace is durable.

“It’s easy to sign on Union Day 
... but signing the ceasefire without 
getting strong commitments could 
disrupt the whole peace process,” he 

said. “We can clearly see two groups 
within the NCCT – some are willing to 
sign and others not. But I believe they 
should not sign on an individual basis 
– it should be all-inclusive.”

President U Thein Sein and Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing have 
pledged to make every effort to se-
cure genuine peace with the ethnic 
groups. At the Independence Day cel-
ebrations in Nay Pyi Taw earlier this 
month, 12 of the groups responded to 
an invitation from the president to 

attend a military parade, after which 
the idea of a Union Day agreement 
was discussed further.

But four major groups – the KIO, 
the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, 
the Karenni National Progressive Par-
ty and the Chin National Front – did 
not accept the government’s invitation 
(see related story right).

The president told the ethnic 
groups that signing an accord would 
open the way to political dialogue.

The Union Peace Working Commit-
tee (UPWC) and the NCCT have been 
discussing a ceasefire since 2013. A 
proposed signing date of last October 
has already come and gone without 
agreement. But after further talks in 
December, both sides seemed closer to 
an accord.

“Out of 103 points, eight remain to 
be discussed. If we can get agreement 
on these points, it could be possible 
to sign a nationwide ceasefire deal on 
Union Day,” said the head of the gov-
ernment peace team, U Aung Min, on 
January 5.

At the centre of resistance stands 
the KIO, whose leaders have rejected 
offers to come to Nay Pyi Taw for talks 
with President U Thein Sein. One Nay 

Pyi Taw source, who requested ano-
nymity, said, “The main problem is the 
lack of trust. But if KNU leaders can 
come to Nay Pyi Taw and build good 
relations with the government, why is 
the Kachin Independence Organisa-
tion afraid of coming?”

But KIO spokesperson La Nan told 
The Myanmar Times said the group 
would only visit the capital once trust 
had been built.

“We believe political problems can-
not be solved sitting around a table 
in Nay Pyi Taw and drinking coffee. 
Political problems can be solved only 
through political means,” he said.

He said his organisation would be 
happy to sign on the basis of genuine 
agreement and its commitment to the 
peace process was evident through 
its participation in the NCCT. “We’re 
accused of being stubborn. But if the 
NCCT told us they had a strong com-
mitment from the government, we 
would accept it.” 

U La Nan said the KIA wanted 
an agreement with the Tatmadaw to 
avoid further attacks like the one on 
a military academy near Laiza on No-
vember 19 that left 23 people dead. 
“We’ve had no reply yet to our request 
for a meeting,” he said, but confirmed 
that the KIO would attend talks sched-
uled for later this month.

Neither the NCCT nor the govern-
ment’s negotiating team have con-
firmed a date for the talks.

Ei Ei Toe Lwin 
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

President 
pushes 
Union Day 
agreement

‘We believe political 
problems cannot 
be solved sitting 
around a table in 
Nay Pyi Taw and 
drinking coffee.’

La Nan 
Kachin Independence Organisation

Karen National Union leader Mutu Say Poe speaks at a Nationwide Ceasefire Coordination Team conference in Laiza, 
Kachin State, in July 2014. Photo: Zarni Phyo

KNU leads bloc in favour of February 12 signing, but KIO and NCCT leader Naing Han Thar remain unconvinced 
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Pressure builds 
on Letpadaung 
committee

ACTIVISTS have attacked a parlia-
mentary report that criticises them for 
whipping up hostility among local vil-
lagers to the Letpadaung copper mine 
project. Clashes over the project, which 
has been accused of grabbing farmland 
and damaging the environment, have 
left at least one person dead and scores 
injured in recent years.

Violence broke out again on Decem-
ber 22, when villager Daw Khin Win 
was killed and several demonstrators 
wounded during a further protest at 
the copper mine as police opened fire 
on demonstrators. The protest had 
been launched to stop the mining com-
pany from building a fence in territory 
disputed with local farmers.

The killing prompted hundreds of 
people to demonstrate in Yangon and 
Mandalay outside the Chinese embassy 
and consulate, while further demon-
strations took place in Monywa last 
week (see related story left).

At the peak of the unrest, National 
League for Democracy leader Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi criticised the govern-
ment for failing to properly implement 
the findings of the commission she 
headed in 2013.

However, the Letpadaung Report 
Implementation Committee rejected 
the accusations, saying in a January 6 
report that activists were to blame for 
inciting violence “behind the curtain”.

“We have already charged those 
who are trying to stimulate the con-
flict,” U Tin Myint, secretary of the im-
plementing committee, told reporters 
on January 8 at the President’s Office.

He also defended the committee’s 
work, saying that 29 of 42 recommen-
dations had already been implemented 
and others were in process. “We carried 
out the commission’s recommendations 
as well as we could, if not 100 percent.” 

However, he added that the com-
mittee would take into account criti-
cisms of the project provided they are 
voiced according to the law.

“We will listen with respect to the 
demands of local people and try to ful-
fill them as much as we can so there is 
no repeat of this violence,” he said.

Letpadaung residents and activists 
alike rejected the committee’s accusa-
tions, claiming the root problem is a 
lack of transparency about the mine 
project and the implementation com-
mittee’s activities. 

U Tun Myint Aung from the 88 Gen-
eration Peace and Open Society said the 
government should invite stakeholders 
for discussions to find a solution to the 
conflict rather than blame others for 
the unrest.

“The committee’s accusations are 
ridiculous. It is the same kind of accu-
sation that we have always heard from 
the military government.”

Activists also blamed the refusal of 
the mine’s investors to negotiate the 
amount of compensation. 

“The main point is the company’s 
lack of willingness to negotiate,” said 
U Chit Khin, a Monywa resident who 
leads the Save Letpadaung Mountain 
Committee.

The copper mine project is a joint 
project between army-owned Myanmar 
Economic Holdings Limited (MEHL) 
and Chinese company Wanbao, a sub-
sidiary of arms manufacturer Norinco.

Wanbao spokesperson Dong Yunfei 
last week called for immediate gov-
ernment action against the activists 
who he said had egged the villagers 
on. “Every foreign investment in this 
country has faced criticism, whether it 
is from Japan, Thailand or China. It’s 
important to avoid inflaming the situa-
tion for political gain,” he said.

But Daw Khin San Hlaing, an NLD 
MP who sat on the Letpadaung Investi-
gation Commission, said the company 
was responsible for the unrest. She also 
called for the immediate dissolution of 
the implementing committee.

“The problems at Letpadaung will 
not be resolved as long as Wanbao 
makes no effort to win trust locally and 
the government can offer no solutions,” 
she said.

The implementation committee 
says adequate compensation was paid 
for the 6784 acres of land confiscated, 
with more than K10 billion paid out to 
the former owners.

Activists travel to Monywa for protest

ACTIVISTS from across the country 
travelled to Sagaing Region last week 
to support hundreds of farmers pro-
testing over land seizures at the Let-
padaung copper mine and the killing 
by police of a local land owner.

About 60 members of the Myan-
mar Alliance for Transparency and 
Accountability travelled from five 
regions to back marches through 
the streets of Monywa, 136 kilome-
tres (85 miles) northeast of Manda-
lay, and join the demonstrations on 
January 5 and 6, MATA leaders said.

The protests came after staff 
from the company developing the 
mine began to fence off about 3000 
acres of land around the site in 
late December. Farmers seeking to 
prevent the fence being erected on 
December 22 were shot at by po-
lice, leaving one 56-year-old woman, 
Daw Khin Win, dead. The govern-
ment says nine other demonstrators 
were injured, along with two police.

Members of the 88 Generation 
Peace and Open Society and other 
activists joined last week’s demon-
strations. Also present were a num-
ber of monks, including at least one 
who bore severe scars he said were 
inflicted by police during a Novem-
ber 2012 raid on a protest camp. 
Police have been accused of using 
white phosphorous in the raid, leav-
ing demonstrators with burns.

“The main issues are the current 

seizures at the copper mine and the 
dead woman. [The activists] have 
come here not just for the woman’s 
case, but also for the resources of the 
whole country and to protect people 
affected by land grabbing,” said U 
Tun Myint Aung of 88 Generation.

Around 250 people gathered for 
the demonstration in central Monywa 
on the afternoon of January 5, calling 
for the right to speak out against land 
confiscations and demanding justice 
for Daw Khin Win’s death.

Dozens of protestors wearing 
MATA t-shirts and carrying banners 
marched alongside farmers who 
had travelled from around the Let-
padaung site for the event. Unlike 
the December 22 protests, which 
witnesses said were attended by sev-
eral hundred police officers, there 
was little police presence for the 
march, which had been given official 

permission.
Following the January 5 protest, 

representatives from the activist 
groups then travelled to the local 
state hospital to meet some of those 
who had received gunshot wounds 
during the December 22 protest, 
before going on to offer support to 
relatives and neighbours of the dead 
woman at her family home.

Wong Aung of the Shwe Gas 
Movement said he travelled to Mo-
nywa for the protest because he be-
lieved it was important that those 
at Letpadaung knew “they had the 
support” of people across Myanmar.

Other MATA members said they 
had made a 13-hour trip from Shan 
State to offer their backing to the 
Letpadaung farmers.

Ma Win Khine, 30, the elder 
daughter of Daw Khin Win, said she 
had not received a proper explana-
tion from the authorities regarding 
the circumstances of her mother’s 
death, and welcomed the support 
of MATA members. “I feel grateful 
to this group of people and really 
happy that they came,” she said.

She added that even if her moth-
er had not been killed and other vil-
lagers injured, she would still want 
the government to shut down the 
mining project which she said was 
“exploiting the life of the people and 
the environment”.

On January 6 a larger group of 
over 300 people, mostly farmers, 
staged another demonstration in 
Monywa.

Wa Lone Pyae Thet Phyo

Fiona MacGregor
newsroom@mmtimes.com

‘[Activists] have 
come here ... to 
protect people 
affected by land 
grabbing.’

U Tun Myint Aung 
88 Generation Peace and Open Society

Members of the Myanmar 
Alliance for Transparency and 
Accountability protest in Monywa 
on January 5. Photo: Yu Yu

Report implementation committee launches attack on 
activists it says are stoking violence “behind the curtain”
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New rights envoy faces Rakhine fury

MORE than 200 Rakhine waited 
hours at Sittwe Airport last week to 
protest the arrival of the United Na-
tions special rapporteur on human 
rights, who they have accused of ig-
noring their concerns over the state’s 
Muslim population.

About 500 people gathered on the 
afternoon of January 8 for envoy Yang-
hee Lee, but some left because her 
flight was delayed and did not arrive 
until 6pm.

After her arrival, Ms Lee visited 
camps in Sittwe and Myebon township 
that are home to some of the 139,000 
people – mostly Muslim – who have 
been displaced by outbreaks of com-
munal violence since 2012.

The protesters said they were an-
gry at sections of Ms Lee’s report to 
the UN General Assembly in October 
2014 in which she criticized the lack 
of rights granted to the Rohingya, who 
are officially referred to as Bengalis 
and mostly denied citizenship.

She also recommended they be 
given access to full citizenship on an 
equal basis and the government rec-
ognise them by their preferred name.

“Everything she reported to the UN 
was wrong. She doesn’t know the real 
situation here,” said U Oo Thar Pwint, 
a member of the Rakhine State Emer-
gency Coordination Center (ECC), 
which is coordinating relief activities 
in the state.

“After she visits [Rakhine State], 
the situation will only get worse. She 

didn’t listen to our [Rakhine] voices 
and always just talks about Bengalis.” 

Further angering the Rakhine dem-
onstrators, the UN General Assembly 
in December approved a resolution 
urging Myanmar to provide “full citi-
zenship” to the Rohingya community. 

The government responded by re-
iterating its stance that there are no 
Rohingya people in Myanmar and that 
citizenship issues should be resolved 
according to the 1982 Citizenship Law.

The accusations of bias echo those 
levelled against Ms Lee’s predeces-
sor, Tomas Ojea Quintana, who held 
the position for six years until May 
2014. Mr Quintana had a fraught re-
lationship with Nay Pyi Taw and was 
routinely accused of pro-Muslim bias 
– including by the government – par-
ticularly on the issue of Rakhine State.

While Ms Lee has been spared sim-
ilar criticism, at the conclusion of her 
first tour in July 2014 the President’s 
Office decried her use of the term  
“Rohingya”.

“The term has been maliciously 
used by a group of people with wider 
political agenda. The people of Myan-
mar will never recognise the term,” the 
government said in a statement.

Ms Lee, however, said it was im-
portant that individuals be allowed to 
self-identify their ethnicity.

Ms Lee arrived in Myanmar on 
January 6 for her second tour since 
taking up the rapporteur job. As well 
as Rakhine State, the 10-day visit will 
take in rural communities in northern 
Shan State and the displaced persons 
camps in Rakhine. The UN refused to 
give further details about her itinerary 
on January 9.

“I will review the situation in the 
camps for internally displaced persons 
and in isolated locations in the Rakh-
ine State, to assess if there has been 
improvement in the critical condi-
tions I came across on my first visit to 
Myanmar in July 2014,” she said in a 
statement prior to her arrival.

On January 8 she met civil society 
groups at the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme office in Yangon. 
Women’s rights, the 2008 constitution 
and proposed “protection of religion” 
laws were major topics of discussion, 

said Ma Khin Lay, the founder of Tri-
angle Women’s Group Support.

“The [protection of religion] bills 
do not meet international human 
rights standards,” she said. 

“I believe our country is trying to 
achieve reconciliation with ethnic mi-
norities, so if we pass these laws it will 
discriminate against people of differ-
ent religions and ethnic nationalities 
… We told [Ms Lee] that we want those 
laws to be temporarily suspended.”

Ms Lee also met Daw Thandar, the 
wife of journalist Ko Par Gyi, who died 

while in military custody in October 
2014. 

Daw Thandar said she was afraid 
to ask for the rapporteur’s help on the 
case because she was worried how the 
Tatmadaw would respond.

“She asked me about the legal re-
sponse to his murder and how the UN 
can help us. I explained to her how 
difficult it was to take action against 
those who committed this crime. 

“The police and Special Branch 
are always following me all the time 
since I asked to take action [over my 
husband’s death] on October 25. They 
stop me whenever I travel, whether 
it’s police at toll gates or the local ad-
ministrators. Since my husband died I 
have been worried about my security 
every day.”

In northern Shan State, Ms Lee 
will examine the human rights situa-
tion of religious and ethnic minorities, 
including claims of gender-based vio-
lence in the region’s armed conflict.

In addition, she will “pay special at-
tention” to four protection of religion 
bills that are likely to be discussed in 
the upcoming session of parliament.

“I am deeply concerned that if 
passed, these four bills will legitimise 
discrimination, in particular against 
religious and ethnic minorities, and 
against women,” she said.

She will also examine political con-
ditions and preparations for this year’s 
election.

The statement said she would 
“discuss progress in the democratic 
process with authorities and civil so-
ciety to encourage these forthcoming 
national elections to be transparent, 
inclusive, participatory, free and fair”.

Mratt Kyaw Thu
Bill O’Toole
Wa Lone
newsroom@mmtimes.com

Ethnic Rakhine hold signs as they wait for Yanghee Lee to arrive in Sittwe on 
January 8. Photo: Than Tun (Sittwe)
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Men search through rubble for jade at Hpakant in Kachin State. Photo: Kaung Htet

Hpakant jade mine landslide 
death toll expected to rise

FOUR people died and more are 
missing after a landslide near jade 
mines in Hpakant township, Kachin 
State, according to local sources, 
who say up to 20 people may have 
been killed.

The disaster occurred when a 
270-metre (800-foot) high, 450m 
(1500ft) long spoil tip collapsed 
following heavy rain. The tip was 
formed by waste dug out by three 
mining companies – Yadanar Sinthiri, 
Wai and Unity. 

Local sources say the collapse oc-
curred at 7pm on January 6. The col-
lapsed tip now covers an area 600m 

(2000ft) wide, and of unknown depth.
“Four bodies have been recovered. 

But we don’t know how many more 
bodies could lie under the earth,” Hpa-
kant township administrator U Tin 
Swe Myint told The Myanmar Times 
on January 8. 

He is one of a 20-strong rescue 
team organised by local authorities 
and community groups. Mining com-
panies are providing machinery to sift 
through the earth for survivors and 
bodies.

Another rescue team member, U 
Maran Jarla, also of Hpakant, said he 
feared the death toll may be 15 to 20 
people. Some of the victims were liv-
ing in tents at the foot of the spoil tip 
when it collapsed, he said.

The companies could not be 
reached for comment last week, and it 
was unclear whether the police would 
take any action against them.

U Tin Swe Myint denied reports 

that hundreds may have been killed. 
“As soon as the rescue work began, we 
urged villagers by loudspeaker to tell 
us if they had family members miss-
ing. No one has done so, but we will 
continue to search,” he said. 

A local police official it was unclear 
how many people are missing.

“Rescue teams are using hoes to 
search for the missing people. We 

don’t have a list of people who are 
working,” he said. “They are transient 
workers ... Whenever an accident hap-
pens, it’s difficult to get exact figures.”

He added that mining accidents 
were common in the area with several 
recent fatalities caused by landslides.

Up to 90 percent of the world’s ja-
deite – the most sought-after type of 
jade – is mined in Hpakant, feeding 
a vast appetite for the green stone in 
Asia, particularly in China where it is 
believed to ward off evil spirits and 
bring better health.

The famously murky jade trade 
in resource-rich Myanmar has seen 
lower sales in recent years in part 
because of an upsurge in fighting in 
Kachin State.

But it remains highly lucrative and 
observers say a slice of all jade reve-
nue finds its way into the pockets of 
Kachin rebels, who have a large pres-
ence in the area. – With AFP

Ei Ei Toe 
Lwin

eieitoelwin@gmail.com

‘They are transient 
workers ... Whenever 
an accident happens, 
it’s difficult to get 
exact figures.’

Hpakant township police officer

YCDC winner facing allegations of cheating

ONE of Yangon City Development 
Committee’s newly elected members, 
U Khin Maung Tint, is the subject of 
a complaint from his defeated oppo-
nent, who has accused him of illegal 
activities on election day.

Naw Hla Hla Soe says her rival 
breached electoral law by having his 
campaign literature, including his 
photograph, distributed to voters 
within the precincts of polling sta-
tions, allegedly including a mock bal-
lot paper with a tick next to his name 
and photo. She said she expected 
similar complaints to be submitted 

by other defeated candidates.
U Khin Maung Tint won the city-

level seat, the highest category, for 
the northern district of Yangon. A 
business owner, he was previously a 
member of the Union Solidarity and 
Development Party but resigned to 
participate in the December 27 vote.

The YCDC elections were marred 
by criticisms that the number of vot-
ers was highly restricted, and most 
of the candidates barely known. A 
mere 401,000 voters were eligible 
for the city-wide election, and of 
those only about 106,000 actually 
voted.

U Khin Maung Tint received 
10,078 votes in his district, according 

to the election commission, which 
did not release the number of votes 
received by the five other candidates 
from northern district. 

The chair of the election commis-
sion, U Tin Aye, said a special tribunal 
would be established to investigate 
any complaint received, adding that 
electoral law was unclear what would 
happen in the event that a complaint 
was upheld.

U Khin Maung Tint denied the 
allegations, saying, “I have never 
acted unjustly in my life. Every-
body knows that.” He said his rival 
had misunderstood his willingness 
to explain to his supporters how to 
go about voting for him, and the  

location of polling stations.
“I didn’t break the law or ask 

anyone else to do so,” he said. “I 
don’t want people to think I won by  
cheating.”

Disputes have also arisen over the 
results of lower-level township seats, 
said U Tin Aye, without providing any 
details.

Unlike laws for national and re-
gional elections, the YCDC election 
law does not specify a penalty against 
a complainant if their accusations 
are later found to be baseless or  
inaccurate.

Complainants must submit a non-
refundable fee of K500,000 to make a 
complaint, however.

Kyaw Phone Kyaw
k.phonekyaw@gmail.com

At least four people killed on January 6 when 270-metre pile of mine waste collapsed following heavy rain
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Action Plan being ‘reviewed’: govt

THE Rakhine State government is 
considering amending a controversial 
plan drafted in response to outbreaks 
of communal conflict based on feed-
back from international NGOs and 
UN agencies, Chief Minister U Maung 
Maung Ohn said last week.

He said the introduction of the 
plan has been delayed because of 
widespread opposition to a proposed 
citizenship verification process.

Details of the Rakhine State Action 
Plan were leaked to the media in Oc-
tober 2014, with some rights groups 
warning it was a “blueprint for perma-
nent segregation and statelessness” for 
Muslims. The plan requires Muslims 
who do not hold citizenship to apply as 
Bengalis or face resettlement, together 
with those who are not eligible.

But Chief Minister U Maung 
Maung Ohn said the draft plan had 
not yet been finalised, and the govern-
ment is still reviewing feedback and 
amending some sections of it.

“The action plan will soon be intro-
duced but right now it is being edited,” 

he told The Myanmar Times last week.
“Suggestions and recommenda-

tions from international non-govern-
ment organisations and UN agencies 
are being considered. After these have 
been reviewed and considered for in-
clusion, the plan will be made publicly 
available.”

U Maung Maung Ohn refused to 
reveal what suggestions had been 
received, while a spokesperson for a 
prominent international NGO operat-
ing in Rakhine State declined to com-
ment last week.

He said the main reason for the de-
layed release of the plan was problems 
associated with a citizenship verifica-
tion process in Rakhine State, which 
has been suspended since October 2014.

Some Muslims have opposed the 
plan on the basis it would require 
them to register as Bengali, while Ra-
khine activists have protested against 

the citizenship verification process be-
cause they say Bengalis should not be 
eligible for citizenship at all.

In September, Rakhine groups 
staged protests after more than 200 
people, including about 160 who 
agreed to register as Bengalis, were 
granted citizenship or naturalised citi-
zenship in the state’s Myebon town-
ship under a citizenship verification 
pilot project.

Additionally, U Maung Maung Ohn 
said there had been complaints from 
some “ethnic nationalities” that the 

program should be nationwide and 
open to all, rather than just Muslims 
in Rakhine State.

But while he has previously warned 
Rakhine groups not to oppose the veri-
fication process, U Maung Maung Ohn 
said that opposition from the Muslim 
community was mostly to blame for 
the program’s delay.

“Their claim for a name that the 
state does not accept has stopped the 
citizenship verification process. As a 
result, we can see there is no progress,” 
he said. “Previously we planned to  

finish the verification and then move 
on to resettlement.” 

The nature of the resettlement pro-
cess remains unclear and U Maung 
Maung Ohn declined to discuss the 
plan’s contents in detail. 

But a draft of the plan provided to 
The Myanmar Times states that the 
government will ask the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) for help to resettle 
those ineligible for citizenship in a 
third country.

In October, a UNHCR spokesper-
son told Reuters it would be impos-
sible for the agency to assist reset-
tlement because they would not be 
“recognised refugees who have fled 
persecution and conflict across inter-
national borders”. 

Meanwhile, the UN’s special rap-
porteur for human rights in Myanmar 
Yanghee Lee arrived in Yangon on Janu-
ary 7 for her second visit to Myanmar 
since taking up the position in 2014. She 
travlled to Rakhine State on January 8 
to assess human rights conditions.

U Maung Maung Ohn said he 
would likely discuss the recent UN 
resolution on human rights in Myan-
mar with the envoy “and make some 
clarifications”.

“I will take her to the [internally 
displaced persons] camps and let her 
see the differences between the condi-
tions last year and this year,” he said.

Lun Min 
Mang

lunmin.lm@gmail.com

Chief minister says feedback from UN agencies and international NGOs on draft Rakhine State Action Plan is being considered

President 
invites 
parties  
for talks
A SENIOR official from the President’s 
Office has confirmed that the presi-
dent is planning to meet representa-
tives of a number of political parties 
this week, following a similar gather-
ing late last October.

“Yes, the information is true. There 
will be a meeting on Monday [January 
12]. That’s all I can say,” the official, 
who asked to remain anonymous, told 
The Myanmar Times.

A letter of invitation was sent 
from the President’s Office to ethnic 
party leaders, ethnic affairs ministers 
and other political parties, according 
to U Khin Maung Swe, leader of the 
National Democratic Force (NDF). He 
said points of discussion were to in-
clude the democratic transition, the 
peace process and the coming general 
election.

“I will raise the issue of peace as the 
first priority. Without internal peace, 
political success can achieve nothing,” 
U Khin Maung Swe said, adding he 
would emphasis the need for the elec-
tion to be “free and fair”.

U Aye Thar Aung, a central execu-
tive committee member of the Rakh-
ine National Party, said his name had 
been on the party’s invitation to the 
meeting rather than that of party lead-
er U Aye Maung.

“I will discuss my point of views 
of possible solutions for overcoming 
the political deadlock, including the 
amendment of the constitution. The 
peace process will also be discussed,” 
U Aye Thar Aung said.

The RNP’s leader, U Aye Maung, 
said he did not know whether the in-
vitation was meant to include him or 
not. 

U Aye Maung recently criticised 
the president’s commitment to dia-
logue in an interview following his-
toric 14-party talks held October 31, 
a meeting which failed to produce a 
resolution and which some observers 
derided as being only for show. 

– Lun Min Mang

139,000
People living in displaced persons 

camps in Rakhine State

A Muslim man rides past Mizigawon IDP camp in Sittwe. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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Govt orders 
re-formation 
of intelligence  
bureau: police

MINISTRY of Home Affairs staff say 
they have received orders to re-establish 
the notorious National Intelligence Bu-
reau (NIB), despite government denials. 
Presidential spokesperson U Ye Htut 
told state-owned media last month that 
no such plan was being considered.

But anonymous sources say the 
Ministry of Home Affairs has issued 
an ordered to reorganise the various 
security-related forces into a single in-
telligence unit. 

According to one Yangon-based of-
ficer, who asked not to be named, the 
new unit would include elements from 
the Special Intelligence Department 
(Special Branch), Bureau of Special 
Investigation, Military Security Affairs 
and the Ministry of Immigration and 
Population. 

The original bureau was led by Lieu-
tenant General Khin Nyunt from 1984 
to 2004, when he was purged by for-
mer junta leader Senior General Than 
Shwe, who abolished it as part of an 
internal power struggle. The NIB was 
associated with the former regime’s 
often brutal repression of dissent and 
widespread spying on citizens.

The Special Intelligence Depart-
ment (Special Branch) and Bureau of 
Special of Investigation are part of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, but sources 
say the Ministry of Defence would be 
responsible for the new organisation.

“The ministry ordered us to reor-
ganise all forces. I don’t know exactly 
who will be in which position and we’re 
waiting to see what’s next,” said the 
Yangon-based second lieutenant, add-

ing that his family had urged him not 
to participate in the new unit because 
of NIB’s fearsome reputation.

A police lieutenant from Kengtung 
said his station had also received the 
order. 

“The order is confidential and I 
don’t know exactly when [the bureau] 
is supposed to start,” he said last week.

While NIB was primarily used in 
the past to crack down on dissidents, 
some say it is needed to combat the 
threat of transnational crime and con-
flict, including terrorism.

In November 2013, Yangon Region 
hluttaw passed a proposal urging the 
Union government to re-establish the 
NIB.

U Khin Maung Swe, leader of the 
National Democratic Force, said that 
he supported the reestablishment of 
NIB provided it is not misused against 
Myanmar politicians. “The National In-
telligence Bureau should be responsi-
ble for national security, such as border 
conflicts,” he said.

‘The order is 
confidential and I 
don’t know exactly 
when [the bureau] 
is supposed to start.’

Police lieutenant based in 
Kengtung, eastern Shan State

Mratt Kyaw Thu
mrattkthu@gmail.com

New chapter for historic building

THE century-old Chin Tsong Pal-
ace on Yangon’s Kabar Aye Pagoda 
Road – currently home to a Ministry 
of Culture fine arts school – will be 
repurposed as a cultural centre, the 
ministry has decided.

The move that has been wel-
comed by tourism industry leaders, 
who say it could prove a major at-
traction.

“This building has been main-
tained under our ministry as one 
of the heritage buildings. What we 
are trying to do is to further turn 
this building into a cultural centre 
where visitors can see and buy all 
kind of arts and crafts in one place,” 
said U Htay Lwin, deputy director 
of the ministry’s Fine Arts School  
Department. 

The five-storey Chin Tsong Palace 
is a striking blend of Chinese and 
Western architecture. It is named 

for Chinese immigrant, business-
man and member of the Order of the 
British Empire Lim Chin Tsong, who 
built it between 1915 and 1919 as his 
residence at a cost of around 2.2 mil-
lion rupees.

Under Japanese rule in 1941-45, 
the building was used for the All 
Burma Broadcasting Station, and 
in 1951 was transformed into Kan-
bawza Yeiktha hotel. The Ministry of 
Culture later took over the top floors, 
which offer a spectacular 360-degree 
view of the city, including landmarks 
such as Shwedagon Pagoda and Inya 
Lake.

U Htay Lwin said the “one-stop 
culture centre” will draw locals and 
tourists alike, and would be used to 
display and promote the arts, includ-
ing hosting traditional cultural dem-
onstrations and puppet shows in a 
small venue next to the building.

“The mini-theatre can accom-
modate 100 people and is ready to 
rent for interested show organisers 

too,” he said. 
The ground floor will be rented 

out for displays of painting, sculp-
tures, handicrafts, jewellery and 
more. 

“Interested individual business-
people, culture-related departments 
or any organisations can rent the 
spaces on the ground floor depend-
ing on their requirements as a short-
term or long-term kind of contracts 
with us,” said U Htay Lwin.

U Phyoe Wai Yar Zar, chair of 
Myanmar Tourism Marketing, wel-
comed the plans. 

“The history and the building 
structure itself are very interesting,” 
U Phyoe Wai Yar Zar said. “I believe 
it will attract the interest of visitors.

“Turning it into a cultural cen-
tre will allow visitors to learn many 
things at one place. They can learn 
about the building, and it will be a 
new attraction for tourists to see arts 
and crafts all in one place, as well as 
to enjoy the cultural show.”

Zaw Win Than
zawwinthan@gmail.com

The Chin Tsong Palace on Kabar Aye Pagoda Road in 1920. Photo: Burma Oil Corporation/Wikimedia Commons
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KIA rejects Tatmadaw timber charges

TATMADAW troops say they have ar-
rested nearly 150 people in Kachin 
State, mostly Chinese citizens, who 
were preparing to smuggle timber into 
China. The army says the illegal logging 
gang was authorised by the Kachin In-
dependence Army, although the KIA 
denies permitting any such activity.

On January 6, the military-owned 
Myawady newspaper reported that 
troops had arrested 20 Myanmar citi-
zens and 122 foreigners and seized 240 
logs, a total of 455 vehicles, nine mo-
torcycles, methamphetamines, opium 
and 12,000 Chinese yuan (US$1920), 
as well a document appearing to 
permit illegal logging activities al-
legedly signed by Brigadier General 
Zaw Bote Htan of the KIA’s business  
department.

The arrests were made in a num-
ber of villages in Waingmaw township, 
Kachin State. 

The activities were said to have 
been permitted around the villages of 
Wa Shaung, Man Wun, Sinikuu, Man 
Taung, Law Khun Yan and Sadone, 
Waingmaw township. The Tatmadaw 
stated that troops had cleared the ter-
ritory from January 2 to 4 to arrest 
the gang on the basis of air reconnais-
sance. The Myanmar citizens arrested 
may face charges under forestry laws, 
and the Chinese under immigration 
law.

An official from the Tatmadaw’s 
Northern Region Command said the 
counter-smuggling operation is con-
tinuing in cooperation with police. 
“We believe there are more illegal  

logging gangs in these areas,” he said. 
U Pyae Sone Myo, director of the 

environment ministry’s forestry de-
partment, said the suspects were be-
ing held at police stations in Waing-
maw and Myitkyina as investigations 
proceeded.

Forestry officials say this is the big-
gest haul of illegal timber in five years. 

Between 2011 and November last year, 
more than 140,000 tonnes of illegal 
timber were seized, while 23,175 My-
anmar nationals and 134 Chinese na-
tionals were arrested.

The KIA said it had issued permits 
for a regional development project, 
but not for activities involving illegal 
timber, and had no knowledge of the 

alleged gang.
“This could be a misunderstand-

ing. KIA has given no permission to 
conduct illegal logging,” said Major 
Tan Seng of the KIA.

U Daung Khar, leader of the KIO 
technical team based in Myitkyina, 
said the KIO did not take part in ex-
tracting timber but collected tax from 

trucks that pass through its territory. 
“Most of the companies in the tim-

ber trade have been licensed by the 
government, or work with the local 
authorities,” he said.

Although the government sus-
pended legal exports of raw timber 
in April 2014, the illegal timber trade 
has increased in northern Shan and 
Kachin states against a background of 
persistent armed clashes between the 
Tatmadaw and armed ethnic groups, 
including the KIA.

On December 27, four Ministry of 
Environmental Conservation and For-
estry officials were killed in an armed 
attack near Wang Salong village of Lin 
Salong District, Shan State. 

The government said the team was 
attacked by five unknown assailants 
while returning from Wan Salong to 
Lin Khe village. They had been exam-
ining 202 tonnes of timber seized the 
previous day. 

The government said the logs were 
imprinted with the logo of the Shan 
State Army-South, but the Shan rebel 
group has denied any involvement in 
the killing.

Ei Ei Toe Lwin
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

A truck seized by the Tatmadaw earlier this month is pictured carrying illegally cut timber. Photo: Supplied/Myawady

240
Logs seized in a Tatmadaw raid earlier 

this month, along with 455 vehicles



12 News THE MYANMAR TIMES  January 12 - 18, 2015

Bringing water, and changing lives, in the dry zone

OLD habits die hard. Even as the 
crystalline water gushes unbounded 
from the newly installed taps, to the 
delight of old and young alike, some 
of the parents are worried: What if it 
dries up again?

Here in the dry zone, in the coun-
try’s arid midsection, water is a rar-
ity and running water a luxury. But 
that is starting to change.

“Yeee, we’ve got water,” the wom-
en laugh. They fetch containers of 
all sizes to fill up, until they realise 
there is no longer any need – they 
can take it whenever they like. Chil-
dren slurp from cupped hands, not 
caring how safe the water might be 
to drink.

“It’s hard to forget the time when 
water was short,” one resident said, 
as work proceeded to install metered 
water supply in these villages in 
Magwe Region.

Daw Tin Mya, from Kone Ba Lu 
village in Myaing township, said that 
she was still in water conservation 
mode. “I’m happy, but also worried 
it might run dry again. I tell my chil-
dren too much free water can be a 
bad thing. I want them to practise 
discipline,” said the 71-year-old.

She said people in dry zone vil-
lages used to draw water from lakes 
or springs, or even a hand-scooped 
waterhole. 

“They will never know how we 
struggled to get a glass of water, or 
went without bathing for a week, or 
couldn’t even use the toilet for lack 
of a flush.”

Residents at Mon Taw village in 
neighbouring Pauk township said 
the installation of running water 
had changed their lives. “We used to 
spend almost the whole day fetching 
water,” said U Thaung.

In some dry zone villages water 
can be found at a depth of 20-30 
metres (65-100 feet), but in others 

it lies more than 1000m (328ft) be-
low the surface. Lack of water has 
consequences for the local economy 
and public health and in 2001 city 
development committees in the area 
launched a 10-year dry zone water 
supply project.

The project was reviewed in 
2010-11 and extended through to 
2015 with collaboration from Japan 
International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA).

Cherry 
Thein

t.cherry6@gmail.com

A woman draws water from a newly built well in Kone Pa Hlu village, Myaing township, Magwe Region. Photo: Yu Yu

More delays 
for regional 
agreement on 
migrant work

ANOTHER year has brought further 
delay to a region-wide agreement on 
the migrant workers question. ASE-
AN was supposed to have finalised 
its declaration on the protection and 
promotion of the rights of migrant 
workers by the end of 2014, during 
Myanmar’s term as chair of the bloc. 
However, the grouping remains split 
on the issue with members unable to 
finalise the agreement, said Daw Kh-
ine Nwe Oo, deputy director general 
of the Ministry of Labour’s migrant 
workers department.

When a December meeting in 
Laos failed to reach an agreement, 
the issue was postponed to this year, 
she said last week.

The problem of migrant work-
ers has been before ASEAN since 
2007, but the membership is divided 
into countries that export labour – 
such as Myanmar, the Philippines 
and Indonesia – and those that  

receive it – Thailand, Singapore and 
Malaysia. Nevertheless, both blocs 
have reached agreement on 58 of 
the 68 proposed points in the draft  
declaration.

Myanmar, as ASEAN chair, con-
vened two meetings in Nay Pyi Taw 
without significantly advancing the 
issue. The Philippines and Indone-
sia, like Myanmar, share a strong 
interest in the question, but each 
has its own domestic reasons for 
not pressing the issue too strongly. 
Myanmar is the only country that 
can take a clear stand, says Ma Thet 
Thet Aung, an activist for migrant 
workers’ rights and a member of 88 
Generation Peace and Open Society.

“The Myanmar government 
should press labour departments in 
all member countries to finalise the 
declaration because most migrant 
workers in the region are Myanmar 
citizens,” she said.

ASEAN analyst U Kyaw Lin Oo 
said that the government did not do 
enough to push the issue.

“Myanmar should have tried to 
achieve agreement while it had the 
chair of ASEAN, but did not. As a 
receiving country, [2015 chair] Ma-
laysia seems unlikely to take a lead-
ing role during its tenure as ASEAN 
chair.”

U Aung Htoo, deputy director 
general of the foreign ministry’s 
ASEAN affairs department, said that 
Myanmar would not be urging Ma-
laysia to complete the declaration 
during its tenure. “We’ll just have 
to keep it on the table until there’s a 
good result,” he said.

Nyan Lynn Aung
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FEATURE

Little progress was made on the agreement 
during Myanmar’s tenure as chair of ASEAN

1000
Depth, in metres, that wells in some 
areas of the dry zone have to be sunk 

before hitting water

‘Myanmar should 
have tried to 
achieve agreement 
while it had the 
chair of ASEAN.’

U Kyaw Lin Oo 
ASEAN affairs analyst
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Bringing water, and changing lives, in the dry zone

However, the wells were often 
far from villages, so in 2014 the 
Department of Rural Development, 
working together with United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
communities, launched a project to 
introduce metered water supply to 
110 dry zone villages, the majority 
in Magwe. This brought the water 
from the well right into the villages, 
but also requires residents to pay 
for their water use in order to cover 

maintenance costs – normally be-
tween K3000 and K5000 a month.

Out of Myaing township’s 55 vil-
lages, 23 have joined the system, 
with the others set to join this year, 
he said. The US$1.9 million project 
is also being implemented in 25 vil-
lages in Pauk, 13 in Sagaing Region’s 
Wetlet township and 17 in Manda-
lay’s Natogyi township.

UNICEF water, sanitation and hy-
giene officer U Khin Aung Thein said 
Myanmar lagged in household run-
ning water compared to its neigh-
bours. According to UNICEF figures, 
only 3 percent of households in this 
country are connected, compared to 
5pc in Cambodia, 8pc in Indonesia, 
6pc in Laos, 9pc in Vietnam, 31pc in 
Thailand, 45pc in China and 14pc in 
India. 

He said UNICEF plans to expand 
the project to other areas recom-
mended by the Department of Rural 
Development this year. 

Department director for Magwe 
Region U Kyaw Swe said the new 
system helped save time and protect 
against diarrhoea, in both humans 
and cattle. “People took their cattle 
to the water, and sometimes watered 
their cows with their own bath-
water, or people washed their faces 
in the water they’d already used to 
clean rice,” he said.

U Paw Oo, chair of the water sup-
ply committee in Kone Ba Lu village, 
Myaing township, said the scarcity 
meant residents regularly had to use 
poor quality water.

“We had to use what we could 
find. It’s also been hard to raise the 
funds to build a tank, and most peo-
ple can’t afford to contribute. Water 
shortage has stunted our develop-
ment,” he said.

The community has organised a 
committee responsible for engine 
maintenance, meter reading and wa-
ter tariff collection, which varies from 
village to village. Some villages use 
solar panels to run the pump engine.

U Tun Myint, head of Kan Ni vil-
lage, said the system had been suc-
cessful. “Our goal is to provide safe 
water,” he said, “and we all contrib-
ute what we can afford.”

A woman draws water from a newly built well in Kone Pa Hlu village, Myaing township, Magwe Region. Photo: Yu Yu

One-third of Yangon  
homes off water grid

IT might be 2015 but one in three 
Yangon residents – up to 1.7 million 
people – still does not have access 
to municipal water, according to the 
Yangon City Development Commit-
tee’s sanitation department.

U Myo Thein, deputy chief 
engineer of the department, said 
that municipal water is supplied 
to only 67 percent of Yangon’s 
population.

“The rest have to find other ways 
of getting water,” he said. “Some dig 
artesian wells, while across the Yan-
gon River, in towns such as Seikkyi 
Kanaungto and Dala, as well as vil-
lages in Kyeemyindaing township, 
we pipe water in from lakes.”

YCDC data shows that 200 mil-
lion gallons (910 million litres) of 
water are distributed daily. The na-
tional census conducted in 2014 re-
vealed that 5.2 million people live in 
Yangon, meaning about 1.7 million 
people do not have access to mu-
nicipal water in Myanmar’s most 
populous city. 

U Myo Thein added that YCDC 
had suspended water supply to some 
new townships because it could not 
guarantee a steady supply.

“Some townships are a long way 
from the established water pipes 
and get only a small amount,” he 
said. “For example, if we give one 
house water supply and then add 
two or three houses nearby, very 
little water will be available for all 
houses.”

He added that relying on dig-
ging more wells was not a viable 
option.

“When the water table is low, it 
is possible in some areas, such as 
those near the Nga Moe Yeik Creek, 
for salt water to mix with the fresh 

water and make it undrinkable, 
which is why we cannot rely on 
artesian water supplies in the long 
term,” he said. 

Daw Than Than Soe, a retired 
deputy director of the Department 
of Human Settlement and Housing 
Development, said artesian wells 
are only a temporary measure. 

“We need to be able to depend 
only on the city’s water distribution 
network,” she said during the Save 
Yangon Forum on December 20. 

U Tha Aye, vice president of the 
Myanmar Construction Entrepre-
neurs Association, said relying on 
artesian water supplies for too long 
carries a high level of risk. 

“In some townships, there is 
no piped water supply, which 
worries me because using under-
ground water for a long time invites  

landslides,” he said. “After all the 
underground water has been piped 
out, the ground will sink a little be-
cause there’s nothing to support it.

“There is a limit to how much 
water we can take from the ground. 
We can’t overuse it.”

YCDC is developing the Lagun-
pyin water supply station to in-
crease supply capacity but it will 
not be finished until 2018, accord-
ing to U Myo Thein. He said that 
the new station will alleviate many 
of the water supply problems the 
city is facing. 

He added that YCDC plans to 
supply water into Yangon from all 
directions by refining river water 
from the Kukko Gwa and Toe rivers.

But increasing supplies is only 
part of the equation. Daw Than 
Than Soe said leakage through the 
pipeline network wastes about half 
of the water piped into Yangon. 

“Finding ways to minimise 
waste in our existing supply is a bet-
ter idea than finding new sources of 
water,” she added.

U Myo Thein said plans to mini-
mise waste are already cemented 
in the city’s long-term urban plan, 
adding that the technical assistance 
and funding for this work has al-
ready been agreed.

Kyaw 
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40%
Estimated amount of Yangon’s water 

lost each day through leaky pipes

Dala residents wait for water during the 2012 dry season. Photo: Kaung Htet
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Measles, rubella drive 
to target 17m children

A US$24 million campaign to boost 
immunisation against measles and 
rubella will get under way later this 
month, the Ministry of Health says.

Deputy director general for disease 
control Dr Soe Lwin Nyein said the 
January 19-28 campaign was aimed 
at suppressing larger outbreaks of the 
diseases.

The program aims to reach 17.4 
million children in all 14 states and re-
gions, with all children aged between 
nine months and 15 to be given the 
vaccine, he said.

“Experts have told us that if mea-
sles and rubella are not tackled in 
2015 they could spread throughout the 
country,” he said, declining to say who 
had advised the government of a pos-
sible outbreak.

The program is mostly funded by 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, together 
with the Ministry of Health, the World 

Health Organization and the United 
Nations Children’s Fund.

The campaign will be run through 
schools and wards, while in conflict 
areas the government will work with 
local leaders to ensure all children are 
reached, said Dr Kyaw Kan Kaung, a 
deputy director in the Department of 
Health.

He said a shortage of medicines 
had resulted in many children missing 
out on immunisation in the past. As a 
result, 34 measles outbreaks were re-
ported in 2011.

The following year the government 
received funding from Gavi to run a 
measles catch-up campaign that was 

widely considered a success.
“Because of the vaccination pro-

gram in 2012 we didn’t see any measles 
outbreaks in 2015,” he said. “However, 
if we don’t keep up our fight against 
the virus with this campaign the num-
ber of people who are not immunised 
will rise, and there could be another 
outbreak later in 2015.”

In 2012, a global campaign was 
launched to eliminate measles and 
control rubella by 2020. Vaccination 
is a key element of the strategy to 
achieving those targets, together with 
improved monitoring, management of 
outbreaks, community engagement, 
and research and development.

Under the strategy, 62 countries 
not using rubella vaccine, including 
Myanmar, were encouraged to com-
bine it with their measles vaccination 
programs to protect against both dis-
eases with one injection. 

Myanmar applied for funding in 
2013, receiving Gavi board approval 
for a $13 million grant in May 2014.

In 2012, Gavi and its partners, 
including the WHO and UNICEF, 
helped Myanmar introduce both a 
measles second-dose vaccine and a 
pentavalent vaccine, which protects 
children from diphtheria-tetanus-
pertussis, hepatitis B and Haemo-
philius influenzae type b.

Gavi has committed more than 
$155.2 million to Myanmar over the 
period 2001-2020, with $76.4 million 
distributed as of September 2014.

A child is vaccinated against measles at a ceremony to mark Measles Control and Elimination Day in 2007. Photo: Staff

THE Ministry of Immigration 
and Population has expanded an 
electronic visa system to another 
32 nationalities – meaning people 
from more than 100 countries can 
now use the faster, more conveni-
ent service. 

Prior to January 2 the ser-
vice was available to nationals 
from 68 countries. Newly eligible 
countries are mostly from Africa, 
Eastern Europe, Central Asia 
and South America, and include 
South Africa, Qatar, Iceland, Ken-
ya and the Maldives. 

The service enables tourists to 
skip applying for a visa at a My-
anmar embassy and instead ap-
ply online. Applicants must have 
a passport valid for at least six 
months, submit one colour photo 
and should have a return ticket. 
The non-refundable US$50 fee is 
paid by credit card and a letter of 
confirmation is sent within three 
days. This letter, which enables 
the applicant to enter the country 
within three months of the date 
of issue, must be printed out and 
shown on arrival at Yangon, Man-
dalay or Nay Pyi Taw airports.

Frankie Nyi Nyi, a product ser-
vice manager from Yangon-based 
Grand Circle Travel, said the ex-
pansion was positive but would 
have a limited impact because 
Myanmar receives few tourists 
from the 32 countries.

“I support the idea of e-visa. 
Most of my clients are from the 
US and it saves quite a lot of work 
for us and them,” he said.

Myanmar first announced it 
would introduce an e-visa system 
in 2012. Growing demand for vi-
sas to visit Myanmar meant tour-
ists in some countries were often 
forced to wait more than a month 
for applications to be processed. 
Myanmar’s network of embassies 
is also limited, with many coun-
tries having no embassy or consu-
late at which tourists could apply 
for a visa.

The online system was 
launched on September 1, 2014, 
after a month-long pilot project.

Minister for Immigration and 
Population U Khin Yi said at the 
launch that the government also 
plans to introduce a business 
e-visa in the near future. Cur-
rently nationals of 51 countries 
are eligible to apply for a business 
visa-on-arrival at Yangon Interna-
tional Airport.

Zaw Win Than
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Police hand back vehicles after 
confiscating illegal exhausts
All is now quiet on the Yangon 
front. Sports cars seized by 
police because of their super-
loud exhaust noise have now 
been given back to their own-
ers – with the power exhaust 
removed. 

For the year just ended, Yangon 
police seized a total of 51 motor 
vehicles, including sports cars 
and power exhaust-installed ve-
hicles, for “undisciplined driving”, 
said Police Lieutenant Colonel 
Win Bo, deputy head of Yangon 
Region police, last week.

In all, Yangon traffic police 
seized 90 vehicles during that 
period for various reasons. They 
will be returned to their owners 
later, depending on the date of 
seizure, he said.

Five of the confiscated vehicles 
were found not to be registered 
with the Road Transport Adminis-
tration Department, police say.

Offending motorists were also 
fined K1500 – the maximum 
possible under the existing law, 
which dates to the 1960s – and 
had their driving licence sus-
pended for a month. 

Police have been lobbying the 
government and parliament to 
introduce stronger fines for traf-
fic violations, and have proposed 
an increase to K50,000 for of-
fences. – Toe Wai Aung, transla-
tion by Thiri Min Htun

Electrical fault blamed for 
Inle Princess fire
The December 30 blaze at the 
Inle Princess Resort hotel that 
destroyed half the bungalow 
accommodation could have been 
caused by an electrical fault, 
investigators believe.

Accounts director U Soe Thu 
Ya of Zagar Communication said 
last week the company was still 
investigating but believed it could 
have been sparked by a wiring 
problem.

He added that the hotel had re-
funded guests and travel agents 
for the disruption caused.

Four of the 18 bungalows 
damaged re-opened on January 
7, and another four will open at 
the end of January. The rest will 
open over the next few months, 
he said.

“We are saddened by what 
has happened, but relieved no 
one was hurt,” said Inle Princess 
Resort managing director Daw 
Yin Myo Su. – Ei Ei Thu

in BRIEF
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 MILLION US$ 

24
Anticipated cost of the measles and 

rubella immunisation campaign 
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NLD party 
members 
begin walk 
to honour 
Aung San

TWO members of the National 
League for Democracy are to 
mark the centenary of the birth 
of Bogyoke Aung San by walk-
ing to his birthplace. They are 
trekking the 250 kilometres (160 
miles) from Patheingyi, Manda-
lay Region, to Natmauk in Mag-
we Region – provided they get 
clearance from the authorities 
along the way.

Along with a dozen support-
ers, U Than Shwe, 58, and Ko 
Chit San Naw, 38, started their 
walk on January 5 from the 
party’s office and reached Tada-
Oo township the same day, said 
organiser U Thein Zaw, who is 
deputy chair of NLD’s Patheingyi 
branch.

“We respect Bogyoke Aung 
San, and want the youth of today 
to be like Bogyoke and to share 
his spirit,” he said.

The anniversary of the birth 
of independence hero Bogyoke 
Aung San – whose daughter, Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi, leads the NLD 
– will be marked on February 13.

The route will take the march-
ers through Mandalay, Tada-Oo, 
Ngazon, Natogyi, Myingyan, 
Taungtha, Kyaukpadaung, Zayat-
kone and Yarmon before they are 
scheduled to arrive on January 15.

However, as of January 6 the 
local authorities at Taungtha had 
not yet agreed to allow the march-
ers to pass, U Thein Zaw said. 

The group is expected to ar-
rive in Taungtha on January 10.

“They asked us to state the ex-
act time we will arrive there and 
the exact number of participants, 
and say we could be arrested if 
our information turns out to be 
incorrect. We haven’t reached a 
compromise yet,” he said.

Taungtha is the constituency 
of U Aung Thaung, a former 
minister for industry under the 
military junta and senior mem-
ber of the rival Union Solidarity 
and Development Party. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

Mg Zaw
mgzaw.mmtimes@gmail.com

New political prisoner body  
is ‘just for show’, say activists

A REVAMPED committee to free re-
maining political prisoners is just for 
show, activists are complaining. The 
accusation follows a January 5 state-
ment by the President’s Office that a 
new “prisoners of conscience” com-
mittee will be set up to free people 
jailed for their opinions or political 
activity.

The issue is sensitive in the light 
of the June 2013 pledge made by 
President U Thein Sein to free all po-
litical prisoners – a matter of great 
concern to the international commu-
nity – by the end of that year. While 
the government said it achieved the 
promise, activists say at least 30 
were still in prison at the time, and 
that the number continued to rise 
during 2014.

Apparently in response to these 
criticisms, the government has 
replaced the Remaining Political 
Prisoner Scrutiny Committee with 
the Prisoners of Conscience Affairs 
Committee – but the new body will 
no longer include former members 
critical of the government, activists 
say.

The new 27-member committee 
will be chaired by Brigadier General 
Kyaw Kyaw Tun, a deputy minister 
for home affairs. But two members 
of the former committee who have 
regularly criticised the government’s 
handling of the issue, U Bo Kyi and U 
Nyo Tun, were not reselected.

The only former prisoners on the 
committee now are senior 88 Gen-
eration member Ko Ko Gyi and U Ye 
Aung of the Former Political Prison-
ers Society.

U Tate Naing, secretary of the As-
sistance Association for Political Pris-
oners (AAPP), which is headed by U 
Bo Kyi, said the government had not 
informed the group of its intent to 
create the new committee. 

“We don’t understand the govern-
ment’s action. If the organisations 
engaged with the political prisoners 
issue are not involved, this [new] 

committee can’t make much pro-
gress,” he said. 

U Zaw Htay, a director in the Pres-
ident’s Office, said the reasons behind 
excluding the AAPP and other former 
members will be revealed at the com-
mittee’s first meeting.

He declined to comment further 
on the issue, saying he was not au-
thorised to speak to the press.

U Ye Aung said the exclusion of 
the AAPP was problematic. 

Formerly based in Thailand, the 
organisation is widely thought to 
have the most credible list of political 
prisoners.

“[The AAPP] are good at collecting 
facts, they’re experienced and they 
drew up the list of prisoners,” U Ye 
Aung said.

Former Political Prisoners Soci-
ety member U Nyo Tun, who was not 
selected for the new committee, said 
the revamp was just meant to impress 
foreign observers following the politi-
cal prisoner issue. 

“I don’t understand why the gov-
ernment formed this committee with-
out the main political prisoner group 
[the AAPP],” he said. “I think the new 
committee is just for show to please 
the international community.” 

Committee member and Pyithu 
Hluttaw representative U Thein 
Nyunt said many details about its role 
remain unclear but he expected the 
new body to be more effective than 
its predecessor.

He said one positive step is that 
members would now be able to go 
into jails to meet political prison-
ers – something they could not do  
previously.

“We don’t know the terms of ref-
erence of the new committee.  Estab-
lishing and publishing them should 
be the first item on the agenda,” he 
said.

The Remaining Political Prisoner 
Scrutiny Committee brought about 
the release of 354 prisoners, accord-
ing to the government. 

It says that all political prisoners 
have now been freed and those who 
remain behind bars have been con-
victed of criminal, rather than politi-
cal, offences.

However, AAPP says 170 prison-
ers of conscience remain behind bars, 
and 203 activists are facing trial for 
political offences. The organisation 
says despite its exclusion it will keep 
a close watch on how the new com-
mittee deals with the issue.

Ye Mon
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A member of the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners reviews political prisoner biographies. Photo: Yu Yu

Members of the former committee who were critical of the government have been left off the new body

27
Members on the Prisoners of 

Conscience Affairs Committee, which 
was formed on January 5 

Star tortoises released to 
mark Independence Day
ENDANGERED tortoises marked their 
own Independence Day when conser-
vation officials released them into the 
wild on January 4. The 300 rare star 
tortoises had been cared for by the 
Wildlife Conservation Society after be-
ing rescued from illegal wildlife trad-
ers, said U Thet Swe Aye, a communi-
cations officer for the society.

The release took place in the Min 
Sone Taung sanctuary in Natogyi 
township, Mandalay Region.

“The Ministry of Environmental 
Conservation and Forestry and WCS 
have been looking after the tortoises 
in seven turtle rescue centres. We also 
released tortoises in 2013,” he said. 

The tortoises have been marked 
and fitted with microchips so their lo-
cation can be monitored.

Veterinarians from the Bronx Zoo 
in New York took blood samples from 
the tortoises last September, said U 
Thet Swe Aye. – Aye Sapay Phyu

WCS members release the tortoises on January 4. Photo: Supplied
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Workers demand jobs 
back at privatised 
textile factory

MORE than 700 factory employees are 
demanding that their employer rein-
state locked-out workers on the basis 
of a 16-point agreement they said had 
been reached with the management 
a year ago. The workers say manage-
ment of the Panda textile factory in 
Singu township, Mandalay Region, 
had reneged on the deal by excluding 
workers who refused to sign a new 
contract.

At a January 6 press conference, 
workers’ leaders said the mass dem-
onstration had taken place on Decem-
ber 22, but management had failed to  
respond.

The industrial action resulted from 
a December 12 decision by manage-
ment to present what the workers 
called a one-sided employment con-
tract that ignored last January’s agree-
ment. They said those who refused 
to sign found themselves locked out 
when they returned from a holiday 
break.

“Panda awarded us 10 days of 
leave on December 12. But when 
the factory reopened, they excluded 
those who had refused to sign the 
new contract. More than 700 work-
ers staged a peaceful demonstration 
outside the factory to demand their 
reinstatement, but we’ve heard 
nothing from the factory. We refuse 

to sign this new contract until it in-
cludes the points we have demand-
ed,” said Ma Zar Chi Win, secretary 
of the factory’s labour union.

Workers demand that factory pro-
vide public housing, civil service rights 
and full payment of back wages in ac-
cordance with the original agreement, 
and say they will stage another protest 
outside the factory on January 8 and 
9. They may decide to strike on Janu-
ary 12, said union member Ko Chit 
Moe Aung.

The factory was formerly run by 
the Ministry of Industry as No 2 
Textile and Garment Factory. Panda 
took it over under a lease, with an 
agreement to keep employing for-
mer civil servants after the privati-
sation.

The factory’s management did not 
respond to requests for comment. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

Kyaw Ko Ko
kyawkoko.mdy991@gmail.com

Study details illegal 
wil cat trade in  
two border towns

THE trade in tiger and other wild cat 
parts from Myanmar into China has 
grown in recent years but diminished 
into Thailand, a new study released by 
wildlife trade monitoring group Traffic 
says. 

The Traffic study scrutinises two 
decades of survey data in Tachileik, on 
the border with Thailand, and Mong 
La, within Shan State’s Special Region 
4 and on the Chinese border. 

The report shows that the num-
ber of shops in Tachileik selling tiger 
and wild cat products fell from 35 in 
2000 to six in 2013, while the num-
ber in Mong La more than trebled to 
21 from six in 2006. The report states 
that Mong La caters almost entirely to 
Chinese customers, adding that both 
towns are situated on international 
borders and serve as sources for illegal 
cross-border trade. 

It adds that all wild cat species are 
protected under the Convention on In-
ternational Trade in Endangered Spe-
cies of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
and by national laws. 

The report, titled “Trade in tigers 
and other wild cats in Mong La and 
Tachilek, Myanmar – a tale of two bor-
der towns”, was published in Biological 
Conservation, a December 22 press re-
lease said. The report studied informa-
tion gathered from 19 surveys of wild 
cat trade in Tachileik between 1991 and 
2013 and seven surveys between 2001 
and 2014 in Mong La.

The media release stated that most 
of the 2000 parts recorded as being on 
sale were claws, skulls, teeth and skins. 

Authors Chris R Shepherd, regional 
director for Traffic in Southeast Asia, 
and Vincent Nijman, professor of an-
thropology at Oxford Brookes Univer-
sity, argue that the decrease in Tachileik 

could be due to greater enforcement ac-
tion in Thailand, while the increase in 
Mong La may be linked to the rising 
buying power of China’s consumers, and 
the apparent ease in smuggling illegal 
wildlife parts into China from Mong La. 

“With little or no enforcement in 
Tachileik and Mong La it’s open season 
for wildlife traffickers, with the contra-
band bought by those who have little 
fear of being stopped for their criminal 
actions,” said Dr Shepherd.

The authors also suggest that trade 
in other illicit wildlife products, such 
as ivory, is also on the rise in Mong La, 
while Tachileik’s customers from Thai-
land now mainly buy cheap clothing.

Although the dynamics of the trade 
in wild cat parts differed in the two 
border towns, in both clouded leopard 
(Neofelis nebulosa) parts were the spe-
cies most often seen in trade. Clouded 
leopard parts were observed in all but 
two of the surveys, representing at least 
482 individuals.

Other wild cat species commonly 
found in trade over the decades includ-
ed leopard cat, leopard, tiger and the 
asiatic golden cat.

Traders in both towns claimed that 
tiger and leopard products were mainly 
sourced from Myanmar and India. Pre-
vious studies reported that large cat 
skins and bones on sale in Tachileik 
also originated from Thailand, Malay-
sia and Indonesia. Smaller species were 
said all to be sourced from Myanmar. 

The authors urged more effective 
enforcement and prosecution of wild-
life criminals in Myanmar and called 
on neighbouring source and consumer 
countries, especially China, to allocate 
more resources to ramp up existing ef-
forts to clamp down on illegal wildlife 
trade. “It’s time for the relevant en-
forcement authorities to live up to their 
international commitments to address 
wildlife crime,” said Mr Nijman. 

Medicine use driving 
slow loris to extinction

A LITTLE-KNOWN venomous pri-
mate may be heading toward extinc-
tion due to the high demand for its 
use in traditional medicine, says Traf-
fic, the wildlife trade monitoring net-
work, in a January 8 statement.

Surveys conducted last year by 
Oxford Brookes University and Traf-
fic on the China-Myanmar border 
have revealed the scale of the trade 
in the rare Bengal slow lorises (Nyc-
ticebus bengalensis), the network 
said.

Much of this trade takes place 
across an international border, in 
contravention of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES), while the Bengal slow loris 
is also a nationally protected species 
in Myanmar.

“Based on all the data collected in 
the border town of Mong La in re-
cent years, we estimate that at least 
1000 Bengal slow lorises are traded 
each year in that market town alone, 
and because of the inherent difficul-
ties in conducting research on illegal 
activities, we expect the true num-
ber to be considerably higher,” said 
Oxford Brookes Professor Vincent 
Nijman in the statement.

Traffic stated that slow lorises are 
primates comprising eight species 
occurring in South and Southeast 
Asia. They are the only known ven-
omous primates and their bite can 
lead to severe anaphylactic shock in 

humans. Bengal slow lorises are the 
largest of the species, weighing up to 
2 kilograms (4.4 pounds). The spe-
cies is listed as vulnerable to extinc-
tion on the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s Red List of 
threatened species.

Slow lorises are threatened by 
a combination of habitat loss and 
over-exploitation, and nowhere is 
this more apparent than in the wild-
life markets of Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Myanmar and southern China.

According to the IUCN, the Ben-
gal slow loris is an arboreal, noc-
turnal species that inhabits tropical 
evergreen rainforest, semi-evergreen 
forest and moist deciduous forest. It 
feeds on fruits and gums.

While slow lorises in many parts 

in Asia are traded as exotic pets, in 
Mong La the animals are killed, dis-
sected and dried, with the individual 
body parts, such as the arms, legs, 
skin and skeleton, sold separately as 
medicine.

“Although international trade 
in slow lorises is regulated under 
CITES, enforcement of the regula-
tions is minimal in certain border 
markets such as Mong La,” said 
Chris R Shepherd, regional director 
of Traffic in Southeast Asia.

“Our studies reveal there are a 
number of different species within 
it: This makes the impact of trade on 
individual species perhaps far more 
severe than previously supposed,” 
said Anna Nekaris, a professor and 
expert on slow lorises.

Aye Sapay 
Phyu

ayephyu2006@gmail.com

A slow loris is displayed for sale in Mong La. Photo: Supplied/Vincent Nijman
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700
Workers who protested outside the 

Panda factory last month

Border town Mong La a hotspot for trade in rare venomous primate
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Battery fishing begins 
at home, study finds

A STUDY has found that battery fish-
ing on the Ayeyarwady River is more 
of a local problem than many in the 
area are willing to admit. While fisher-
men regularly blame outsiders for the 
practice, a recent survey of fish stocks 
that involved meetings in 15 riverside 
villages in Singu and Madaya has deter-
mined residents are also involved.

Researchers from Yatanabon Uni-
versity found evidence of wire in some 
of the boats, suggesting fishermen in 
the villages also practice battery fish-
ing, said U Swe Thwin, a retired pro-
fessor and an adviser to the Myanmar 
Fisheries Federation.

“This time we found electrical wire 
in several of the boats, from which 
we concluded that the villagers were 
doing battery fishing in their home 
waters when they got the chance,” he 
said. “Even at the last village we visited, 
people told us that battery fishermen 
were coming from villages [in other 
townships] but they still had the wire 
in their boats.” 

The illegal fishing method involves 
putting lines of wire into water, con-
necting the two ends to a battery and 
passing an electric shock into the wa-
ter. This stuns the fish, which then float 

to the surface. The technique is indis-
criminate, killing fish of all sizes. In 
some cases, it has also been responsible 
for the death of Irrawaddy dolphins, a 
critically endangered species.

The study was conducted as part of 
a one-year operation, with assistance 
provided by MYFish - a WorldFish-led 
project titled “Improving Research and 
Development of Myanmar’s Inland and 
Coastal Fisheries” and funded by the 
Australian Centre for International Ag-
ricultural Research and AusAid. 

Workshops held in September at 
Kyaukmyaung and Singu townships 
revealed that the people living in those 

townships were deeply concerned 
about the sustainability of fishing 
stocks in the Ayeyarwady. Some par-
ticipants also related incidents where 
large boats, with up to 25 crew and able 
to battery fish on a large scale, threat-
ened smaller boats and had the capac-
ity to quickly destroy stocks.

U Soe Naing, Department of Fisher-
ies head for Pyin Oo Lwin district, said 
during the September workshop that 
fisheries officers should be armed to 
tackle those practising battery fishing. 

“When our fisheries officers have 
tried to catch the battery fishermen 
they have been attacked,” he said.

Police flag High Court 
case for attention
Kyauktada police and the Depart-
ment of Justice are investigating 
the hoisting of a World War II-era 
flag above a courthouse in Yangon’s 
downtown on January 1. Those 
looking skyward near the Yangon 
Region High Court on New Year’s 
Day were met with the tri-coloured 
design of the Myanmar flag, albeit 
with a peacock with spread plumage 
in the place of the current white star. 
The peacock design was the official 
flag of the State of Burma, as the 
nation was called from 1943 to 1945 
during the Japanese occupation.

Employee falls from hotel roof
A hotel worker fell four storeys to 
his death in Bahan township after 
losing his balance while jumping 
on a mattress that was drying on 
the hotel’s rooftop. Bahan township 
police answered the call at Academy 
Motel on January 1. Mg Aung Zaw, 
19, was taken to Yangon General 
Hospital but died of his injuries.

‘New Light of Myanmar’ 
embezzlers make the news
Three people found guilty of misus-
ing public funds at state-run news-
paper The New Light of Myanmar 
were sentenced to 40 years in prison 
in West Yangon District Court on 
December 30.

The then-manager of the paper – 
which has since been rebranded as 
The Global New Light of Myanmar 
– plus two other former employees 
were found to have misused K288.6 
million in publication and advertise-
ment revenue. Executive editor U 
Hlaing Win reported the missing 

funds in November 2011.
Manager U Tun Tun Lat, assistant 

manager U Win Myint and distribu-
tion manager U Zaw Min Oo were 
given 40 years’ prison time each – 10 
for each of four cases – under the 
1963 public property protection act.

Elderly woman dead after 
apartment robbery
A violent robbery resulted in the 
death of a 70-year-old woman, 
whose body was found tied up and 
gagged in her fourth floor Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt apartment. Daw Mar 
Bi Yar, of Tapyay Kone ward, was dis-
covered dead on January 3. Town-
ship police say that a gold necklace, 
two gold bracelets and a gold ring 
had been taken from her body, and 
that they are treating the matter as 
a homicide.

Rapist targets woman waiting 
for lover in Hlaing Tharyar
A jilted lover left waiting for her boy-
friend to arrive so they could elope 
was threatened then raped by a man 
in Hlaing Tharyar township, police 
say. After her boyfriend told her 
he would not come, the victim was 
sitting alone on Hlaing Tharyar’s 
Bogyoke Street when she was ap-
proached by a group of three men. 
They invited her to go with them to 
their home, saying it was unsuit-
able for her to be out alone. After 
she refused, two of the men left. 
The remaining man threatened to 
kill her if she didn’t come with them 
and then raped her near the wall of 
a construction site. The man, 43, of 
Hlaing Tharyar township, has been 
charged with rape. – Toe Wai Aung, 
translation by Khant Lin Oo
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Crime in BRIEF

A battery and wires used to stun fish are stored inside a fishing boat on the 
Ayeyarwady River near Mandalay. Photo: Supplied/Wira
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Party to push 
govt on Lisu 
naming conflict

AN ETHNIC group is to petition 
Pyithu Hluttaw in order to secure 
an official change of their name. The 
Lisu Dulay Party, based in Myitkyina, 
Kachin State, says the change will help 
make it easier to apply for identity 
cards and to contest this year’s general 
election.

The Lisu, a minority amid the 
Kachin, are sometimes referred to as 
Lishaw.

Party chief U Aung Naing, who is 
also president of a Lisu traditional 
culture organisation, wants to re-
place the term “Lishaw” with “Lisu” 
in official documentation. 

“Lisu is the real name of our eth-
nic group. It can be pronounced as 
‘Lishaw’ or ‘Lisaw’ depending on the 
accent of the speaker, which can be 
confusing for out-of-state officials 
or during the census,” he said. “An 
official unfamiliar with these varia-
tions can refuse to issue a national 
identity card because he thinks 
we’re Chinese refugees.”

While Lisu is one of the 135 offi-
cially recognised ethnic groups, whose 
members automatically qualify for full 
citizenship, the spellings Lishaw and 
Lisaw are not included.

U Chit Aye, who is also a member 
of the Lisu Literature and Culture As-
sociation, said the inability of some 
Lisu to secure identity cards deprived 
them of their rights as citizens, includ-
ing joining a political party or stand-
ing for election.

 “For example, if someone wants to 
stand for election, they need an [iden-
tity card],” he said. “The card would 
entitle holders to the same level of 
opportunity as any other citizen, the 
same as the other 135 ethnic groups in 
Myanmar.”

U Aung Naing said he is planning 
to launch the party in Mogok to con-
test seats in the national and regional 
hluttaws. “We have more than 3000 
members and are campaigning in eve-
ry Lisu village,” he said.

It would be the first party directly 
targeted at Lisu voters, although there 
are already two ethnic Lisu represent-
atives in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.

There are an estimated 700,000 
Lisu people throughout the country, 
including more than 50,000 in Mogok, 
according to a survey of the Lisu eth-
nic group. – Translation by Emoon

Mogok ready to rock for New Year

THE Lisu ethnic group will hold a 
blow-out New Year event at the end 
of February, organisers say, in cel-
ebration of the 50th anniversary of 
the annual festival.

Held in Mogok township on Feb-
ruary 25-27 and marking the turn-
ing of a new year on the traditional 
Lisu calendar, the annual literature 
and culture festival helps keep Lisu 

identity strong, said Ko Aung Na-
ing, chair of the Lisu Literature and 
Culture Association.

“We celebrate the New Year fes-
tival so our literature and culture 
will not disappear,” agreed U Aung 
Thein, head of a Lisu Buddhist or-
ganisation. “In the festival, we will 
have competitions for literature, 
traditional dance, traditional mu-
sic, sports and other categories.” 

About 700,000 Lisu live in My-
anmar, 50,000 of whom live in 

Mogok, according to association 
data. This year’s event is anticipat-
ed to be bigger and better-attended 
than ever, as Lisu living in other 
parts of the country are being en-
couraged to travel to Mogok and 
take part.

Part of the Kachin family of eth-
nic groups, the Lisu are a mix of 
Buddhists and Christians. The New 
Year festival is a non-denomination-
al celebration. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

About 14 percent of Myanmar’s Lisu population lives in Mogok, according to New Year festival organisers. Photo: Si Thu Lwin
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Views
No, YCDC, this is not democracy

This election lacked 
the essence of 
democracy. How is it 
democratic to elect 
representatives who 
have no authority?

Dodgy electoral laws, millions excluded and little transparency after polls closed – the December 27 municipal vote was a farce

Sithu Aung 
Myint
newsroom@mmtimes.com

A Yangon resident votes at a polling station in Mingalardon township on December 27, 2014. Photo: Zarni Phyo

THE election of Yangon City 
Development Committee 
representatives was held 
on December 27, shortly 
before the end of the year. 

Some of the important questions 
we should ask about the election 
are who conducted it and for what 
purpose. Generally, elections are an 
important part of democracy. But 
was this municipal election really in 
line with democratic principles?

First, we should consider the 
election’s purpose, the legislative 
foundation for it – the electoral law 
and by-laws – who is involved in the 
election commission, who are the 
eligible voters, how candidates con-
ducted their campaigns and how the 
results were released to the public.

This election is held to choose 
four representatives for the city-
wide YCDC, as well as members for 
district- and township-level munici-
pal committees.

As a result of the election, YCDC 
has expanded to nine members, in-
cluding the mayor, who is appointed 
by the president. The other four 
unelected members are normally 
appointed by the regional govern-
ment. This composition makes the 
elected representatives a minority 
and means they are not empowered 
to make decisions.

In other countries, the mayor is 
elected by people. But this elec-
tion was far from international 
standards and lacked the essence of 
democracy. How is it democratic to 
elect representatives who have no 
authority?

The election was set up in this way 
by Yangon City Development Commit-
tee’s electoral law and by-laws. These 
were passed by the Yangon Region 
Hluttaw, which is dominated by rep-
resentatives of the Union Solidarity 
and Development Party (USDP). Some 

MPs who are actually in favour of real 
democracy opposed the YCDC law 
when it was discussed in parliament 
but most of the USDP representatives 
supported it.

The law strongly restricts the 
number of eligible voters. In the 
December 27 election, only the 
household leaders of about 400,000 
households were able to vote out of 
the city’s population of 5.2 million. 
Other residents, including tenants 
and those who hold only temporary 
household list certificates, lost any 
right to vote. Of those household 
leaders, those who were absent 

when the voter lists were compiled 
also lost the chance to vote.

The election commission  

announced that more than 100,000 
voted on the day of election – about 
26 percent of eligible voters. 

But the real number of voters 
could well have been less. The four 
representatives elected to YCDC got 
a combined total of just 35,000 votes 
– about one-third of all votes cast. 

Regardless of the true number 
of voters, this means that those 
four YCDC members were elected 
by a tiny proportion of the city’s 
residents – less than 0.7pc.

This is an ugly statistic.
But this is not where the prob-

lems end. While representatives 

were allowed to send observers to 
each polling station, there was a 
lack of transparency in counting 
votes and announcing the results 
the next day. The election commis-
sion revealed only the names and 
number of votes of the winners. 

The electoral procedures brought 
to mind the 2010 election, when 
the Union Election Commission 
similarly failed to meet even basic 
standards for electoral transparency.

In a city of Yangon’s size – and 
with such a small number of voters 
– there’s no need for vote-counting 
to take place overnight. Counting 
the ballots would not be a complex 
task. There are barely 1000 voting 
stations in the whole city, and the 
average number of voters for each 
station was around 100.

In conclusion, the YCDC election 
was held undemocratically accord-
ing to an undemocratic electoral 
law and by-laws, with undemocratic 
electoral procedures implemented 
by a dishonest election commission. 
The representatives of the Yangon 
Region Hluttaw who supported 
those laws and all members of the 
election commission have made a 
farce of democracy. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Views
Myanmar and the post-2015 development agenda

BOTH politically and eco-
nomically, 2015 could be 
a transformative year for 
Myanmar. All eyes are on 
the build-up to the general 

election and the establishment of the 
ASEAN Economic Community, which 
will reduce economic barriers within 
the region. A lesser-discussed event – 
but one that could have a significant 
long-term impact – is the announce-
ment of the United Nations’ post-2015 
development agenda. This is expected 
following the UN General Assembly in 
September.

This post-2015 agenda will replace 
the current framework, the Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs), 
which was agreed on in 2000 by all 
of the then-183 UN member states. 
The landmark agreement was made 
to facilitate cooperation toward eight 
universal development goals, which 
were divided into 21 specific targets, 
and ranged from the eradication 
of poverty to gender equality. This 
began with the dropping of vast “third 
world” debts and the allocation of 
larger and better-coordinated aid 
commitments from richer countries to 
developing ones. 

Progress toward the MDG targets, 
which have an end-of-2015 deadline, 
has been mixed. While there has been 
general progress in most areas, some 
countries are yet to meet a single 
target. With many success stories 
skewed by statistics from populous 
countries like India, China and Brazil, 
it is also sometimes hard to differen-
tiate the effects of international aid 
from those of particular domestic 
policies. Furthermore, while successes 
have been measured through meeting 
certain statistics by certain dates, 
critics will rightly point to the many 
social, human rights and environmen-
tal issues in developing countries that 
have not been adequately addressed 
even where traditional development 
indicators have improved. 

Nonetheless, the MDGs galvanised 
a new level of commitment to develop-
ment globally and have led to many 

undoubted improvements, particularly 
in regard to access to clean water and 
improved health. There is hope, more-
over, that building on lessons since 
2000 the post-2015 agenda will take a 
more holistic approach, based on the 
realisation that successful, inclusive 
development depends on much more 
than cash commitments and techni-
cal programs. Rather, the new agenda 
looks set to incorporate a wide range 
of targets linked to messier problems 
related to equality, good governance, 
civil empowerment and peace. 

There will also be a greater focus 
on the concept of sustainability, as the 
agenda will incorporate the “sustain-
able development goals” that have 
been in formation in parallel as part of 
climate change negotiations. Progress 
toward aims like eradicating extreme 
hunger will not simply entail ensuring 
that enough people have food in 2030, 

but will also involve assurances that 
agricultural methods are sustainable 
enough to ensure food security is 
maintained for decades. 

However, largely because of this 
added complexity, there are still huge 
questions about what the agenda will 
look like. Current proposed frame-
works have included up to 17 goals 
and 169 targets (compared with the 
MDGs’ simpler eight and 21), leading 
to concerns that they will become less 
universally appealing and discourage 
the widespread commitments needed. 
Key to the coming months of  

planning will be striking the right 
balance between covering all the 
important issues while maintaining 
the catchiness and graspability that 
helped to generate widespread sup-
port for the MDGs. 

The new aid paradigm in Myanmar
Until 2011, Myanmar was largely iso-
lated from both international aid and 
commerce, both by its own govern-
ment and Western sanctions. Though 
the country has met a few targets 
within a few of the MDGs – such as 
gender equality in school enrolment 
and access to clean water – it looks 
unlikely to achieve any of the goals 
in their entirety by the end of 2015. 
This failure has been common across 
countries affected by conflict, authori-
tarianism and political fragility: As 
the UN has reported, “no low-income 
fragile or conflict-affected country has 
achieved a single [full] MDG”. This 
demonstrates that the challenge in 
Myanmar is largely a political one, 
and will not be addressed by the aid 
community simply providing funds 
and technical support. 

Nonetheless, with its international 
relations now normalised and no 
shortage of developed countries look-
ing to invest in the country, Myanmar 
will be considered a prime target for 
the post-2015 agenda. This comes at a 
time when the country is undergoing 
a much broader shift in its relation-
ship with international aid. Prior to 
2011, the meagre assistance that was 
received generally went to civil society, 
community-based organisations and 
entities linked to various opposition 
movements, including exile and ethnic 
national networks. 

Today, in line with key interna-
tional accords, aid is being geared 
increasingly toward strengthening the 
state’s ability to provide basic services 
and facilitate economic growth. At the 
same time, this aid is designed and 
packaged in line with agendas set by 
donor countries and intergovernmen-
tal bodies. This leads to a somewhat 
paradoxical balance of global and 
local priorities, where broad concepts 
and policy directions are devised in 
Europe and the United States before 

being tailored into national-level 
strategies inside the country by the 
government alongside foreign agen-
cies and consultants. Though the spe-
cifics remain in question, this kind of 
process will likely take place in 2016 to 
plan Myanmar’s approach toward the 
post-2015 goals. Based on the inter-
national framework, the government 
will be assisted to produce a “national 
stakeholder report” for aid programs 
to be based around. 

A focus on strengthening govern-
ment capacity, often called “statebuild-
ing”, is particularly strong in aid policy 
frameworks for fragile and conflict-
affected developing countries. This 
approach works on the understanding 
that the foundations for peace and 
prosperity are found in the existence 
of a responsive central government, 
and thus development aid must be 
centred on building the state’s reach 
and capacity. Such an agenda is also 
considered crucial to global efforts 
to achieve integrative security and 
economic prosperity, which depend on 
close cooperation between well- 
functioning, authoritative states. 

The importance of a strong civil 
society
For some, Myanmar represents a 
model candidate for “statebuilding”, as 
its once-pariah leadership has shown 
unprecedented willingness to cooper-
ate on economic reforms, getting to 
grips – almost overnight – with the 
aid lexicon and embracing develop-
ment partners from all corners of the 
earth. Without the right precautions, 
however, the risk remains that aid will 
be delivered in an increasingly top-
down manner driven by the priorities 
of Myanmar’s autocratic leaders or 
even those of donors, undermining 
local agency. 

While there is no doubt that the 
aid committed prior to 2011 was 
insufficient, it played a crucial role 
in fostering the rapid growth of civil 
society, building on impressive forms 
of social organisation that had grown 
out of communities as a result of dec-
ades of government neglect. The vast 
women’s, youth, religious and other 
community-based networks, and the 
robust civil society organisations that 
partner with them, still represent a 

With a new development agenda on the horizon to replace the Millennium Development Goals, civil society participation and oversight will be crucial to progress in Myanmar

Politically smart 
aid should be wary 
of fast-tracking the 
state’s monopoly 
over developmental 
affairs until there is 
a truly responsive 
government in place.

Kim Jolliffe
spcm88@gmail.com

A woman sits among dried plants in a village in Magwe Region, in the heart of Myanmar’s central dry zone. Photo: Yu Yu
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LAST month, the Indonesian navy cap-
tured three Vietnamese fishing boats 
and blew them up. A fortnight later, 
two boats from Papua New Guinea 
were sunk. Soon after, a pair of Thai 
boats met the same fate.

That’s pretty brazen: seven ves-
sels sunk in barely three weeks. No 
clemency. Caught illegally fishing in 
Indonesian waters, the crew marched 
off, and the boats set ablaze and blown 
up.

Indonesia’s new president, Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo, clearly means busi-
ness when he says he’ll use “shock 
therapy” to curb the rampant mari-
time encroachment by foreign ships.

His tactic is especially impressive, 
given that most of the boats belong 
to fellow ASEAN countries who never 
thought that the always-smiling Mr 
Jokowi would ever do such a violent 
thing.

Somehow a perception had grown 
that the neophyte president was some-
thing of a soft touch – or, at the very 
least, an easy-going man of the people 
who would elevate human rights to 
the top of his agenda.

Fuggedaboutit.
Unlike his aloof and rather smarmy 

predecessors, Susilo Bambang Yud-
hoyono and Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
who both loathe each other, Jokowi is 
actually nice in a personal sense.

But he also knows that nice guys 
don’t win battles. So, in a political and 
strategic sense, he is neither nice nor 
a soft touch, and he has used his first 
months in office to prove it.

As well as the audacious ship-sink-
ing policy, he has ended a moratorium 
on capital punishment and authorised 
the execution by firing squad of five 
inmates on death row.

And he broke a 15-year tradition 

and shocked Indonesia’s human rights 
community by not naming a civilian 
as defence minister, but instead chose 
Ryamizard Ryacudu, a hardline and 
widely feared former army chief.

Ryacudu not only lauded troops 
convicted of murdering a noted 
Papuan independence advocate, he 
also tried to sabotage the Aceh peace 
accord and intensify military opera-
tions there.

President Jokowi, however, clearly 
views him as a strongman who will 
guard Indonesia’s territorial integ-
rity, both from internal and external 
threats. Of course, many of Jokowi’s 
fervent admirers have been mortified 
at these moves and even independent 
commentators have chastised him. 

Carlyle Thayer, a respected re-
gional analyst, said, “Indonesia’s new 
president could jeopardise bilateral 
relations and ASEAN unity with his 
maritime ‘shock therapy’.”

The therapy, however, seems to 
have worked – at least according to 
Jakarta, which claims that instances of 
illegal fishing in Indonesian territory 
have plummeted since the ship-sink-
ing episodes.

Jokowi also has another motive: 
namely, to establish his credentials as 
a leader firmly in charge of the region’s 
powerhouse nation and to appease 
military and religious conservatives at 
home.

“It seems some of the human rights 
and justice questions have been turned 
over to hardliners in his administra-
tion,” observed Sidney Jones, direc-
tor of the Jakarta-based Institute for 
Policy Analysis of Conflict.

Some reports objected to the boat-
scuttling on the grounds that while 
foreign boats were fishing illegally, 
“Indonesia hardly ‘loses’ much, since 
the foreigners only are taking what 
Indonesian fishermen cannot.”

This curious argument was not 
helped by asserting that “the answer to 
Indonesia’s inability to protect its vast 
archipelago is hardly to apply such 
severe punishment to the foreigners 
violating its waters”.

That doesn’t wash with Jokowi, 
who argues that the sinking of alien 
boats will “teach them a lesson, so 
they will give up poaching in Indone-
sian waters” – which, he claims, costs 
Jakarta about US$20 billion a year.

As for upsetting ASEAN harmony, 
he retorts that “it is a purely crimi-
nal issue and has nothing to do with 
neighbourly relations”.

In any case, similar action has been 
taken by other countries in the region, 
notably Australia, which instituted a 
rigorous practice of preventing refugee 
boats from landing on its shores.

And Malaysia acted even more 
callously to keep out Vietnamese boat 
people when the then-deputy prime 
minister, Mahathir Mohamad, said 
they would “shoot on sight any Viet-
namese illegal immigrants entering 
our waters. We will be harsh on them.”

When his remarks provoked 
outrage, he claimed risibly that he had 
said “shoo” them away.

Thailand has arguably an even 
worse record, as evidenced by the lita-
ny of Rohingya refugee boats that are 
towed back out to sea to face almost 
certain sinking and loss of life.

Perhaps unappreciated in the out-
cry over Jokowi’s hardline stance are 
three key points. First, the authoritar-
ian regimes in Bangkok or Hanoi have 
not publicly complained. Nor has any 
other ASEAN government.

Second, the public response, at 
home and across the region, has been 
largely favourable.

Third, while appeasing hardliners 
may have been a factor, Jokowi’s great-
er rationale was to signal to China that 
Indonesia will not sit idly by if Bei-
jing’s infamous “nine-dash” line seeks 
to ensnare the Natuna Islands.

Last month, Indonesia also cap-
tured 22 Chinese boats that were fish-
ing illegally in its territorial waters. So 
far, they have not been destroyed.

Frankly, it is unlikely they will be. 
Most observers expect the Chinese 
boats will be returned. After all, Indo-
nesia may be the big boy in ASEAN, 
but next to China it is a piffling power 
and could face horrid retribution.

China is also Indonesia’s second-
largest trading partner, its major 
source of tourists, and an expanding 
investor, with both sides recently 
inking a comprehensive strategic 
partnership.

That said, apprehending the 
Chinese boats sent a clear message 
to Beijing to rein in its recalcitrant 
vessels - and it further confirmed that 
Jokowi is no pussycat.

Roger 
mitton
rogermitton@gmail.com

Views
Myanmar and the post-2015 development agenda

core local capacity that should be at 
the heart of the country’s progres-
sion, both in implementing develop-
ment, and on keeping checks on the 
state and external actors. 

Meanwhile, state development 
activities are – with the exception 
of specific services – largely carried 
out by the ministries of home af-
fairs and border affairs. These are 
military-run and staffed, and tend to 
lack the will and capacity to operate 
in an inclusive and responsive man-
ner. There are further complications 
in conflict-affected areas, where the 
state has most often been experi-
enced as a violent and predatory 
intruder, and where ethnic national 
organisations have at times estab-
lished more effective administrative 
and social service structures. 

While the emergence of a strong 
and responsive state will be crucial 
to Myanmar’s development and pros-
perity in the long term, aid agencies 
will need to be patient and appreci-
ate the many political processes un-
der way. Politically smart aid should 
be wary of fast-tracking the state’s 

monopoly over developmental af-
fairs until there is a truly responsive 
government in place. Furthermore, 
aid should be structured to encour-
age steps in this direction, building 
capacities for accountable, respon-
sive and participatory governance 
where there are genuine gaps, while 
adding a degree of conditionality to 
disbursements of funds that test the 
government’s commitment to meet-
ing its people’s needs. 

Similarly, aid actors should be 
wary of fostering an aid environment 
dominated by international agen-
cies. International organisations are 
taking an increasing percentage of 
the aid available in Myanmar, quite 
often acting as intermediaries – tak-
ing the bulk of overheads – while 
local partner organisations still carry 
out much of the implementation. 
While international organisations 
can bring certain skills, these are 
often implicitly prioritised over the 
crucial attributes of local organisa-
tions, such as contextual knowledge 
and trusting relationships with com-
munities. This risks subjugating civil 
society actors that have been the fab-
ric of Myanmar’s social development 
while precluding local ownership 
of development processes. At the 
same time, international organisa-
tions have the funding to pay much 
higher salaries for national staff 
than local organisations, leading to a 
brain drain effect that weakens civil 
society further.

While the post-2015 agenda will 
present unmissable opportunities 
for the country’s development, it 
will come at a fragile time. Consid-
erations should be made to ensure 
civil society has a central role in the 
development, implementation and 
oversight of post-2015 strategies, 
complimenting the roles of the state 
and international agencies. This will 
be central to ensuring the impacts 
are inclusive, sustainable and con-
tribute to the country’s ability to take 
development into its own hands.

Kim Jolliffe is an independent researcher, 
specialising in security, development and 
humanitarian affairs in Myanmar.

With a new development agenda on the horizon to replace the Millennium Development Goals, civil society participation and oversight will be crucial to progress in Myanmar

A woman sits among dried plants in a village in Magwe Region, in the heart of Myanmar’s central dry zone. Photo: Yu Yu

Burn down the boats: New PM 
Jokowi shows he’s no pussycat
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THE Myanmar Investment Com-
mission (MIC) has confirmed the 
corporate income tax rate stands at 
25 percent for companies registered 
under the Myanmar Companies Act 
or Myanmar Foreign Investment 
Law (FIL).

The statement follows several 
months of discussion between vari-
ous government ministries that cor-
porate rates for some projects such as 
offshore oil and gas ought to be 35pc.

Section 25 of the 2014 Union Tax 
Law said all income from foreign 

investment was to be taxed at 35pc, 
though previous legislation has rou-
tinely pegged the rate at 25pc.

Some energy insiders say the 
dispute has held up signing of the 
Production Sharing Contracts for 
offshore blocks awarded last year, 
as oil and gas firms await clarity on 
what taxes they are due to pay.

MIC secretary U Aung Naing 
Oo said related ministries such as 
the Ministry of Finance had been 
invited to discuss the situation 
with the MIC, but no agreement 
was reached.

“That’s why we asked for sug-
gestions from the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office,” he said. “It confirmed 
today [on January 7] that all FDI 
should be taxed at 25pc according 
to the law.”

Investment entering under the 

FIL law is taxed at 25pc, while non-
FIL investment has a corporate tax 
rate of 35pc, according to a My-
anmar tax update from legal firm 
DFDL released May 2014.

U Aung Naing Oo said the rate of 
25pc will apply as per the law.

One senior official from the Min-
istry of Energy said international 
companies negotiating the terms of 
the Production Sharing Contracts 
had sent letters requesting official 
clarification from the ministry.

“International oil and gas com-
panies got noisy due to the 35pc tax 
issue,” he said. “We passed the issue 
on to the MIC for their input.”

Four of the 20 PSCs for offshore 
blocks have been signed, with the 
rest due to be signed soon.

The Ministry of Energy official 
said foreign companies that really 

MIC confirms disputed tax on FDI
aung
shin
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MPT announced new rates with 
its Swe Thahar plan on January 9, 
as the state-owned telco continues 
modernisation efforts against grow-
ing competition from Ooredoo and 
Telenor.

The Swe Thahar plan changes 
service charges and internet costs, 
as well as the fees for SMS and voice 
calls, and will start on January 12.

“Current customers can contin-
ue using their old MPT plan. The 
Swe Thahar MPT plan is a choice,” 
said U Khin Maung Tun, MPT gen-
eral manager.

The new fees with the plan are 
K35 per minute for calls, K15 per 
SMS message and new rates for 
data – though the telco has already 
received criticism for not matching 
competitors’ rates.

Mobile phone user Daw Aye 
Nyein Win said other operators 
charge K25 per minute for calling.

“I thank MPT for reducing call 
charges, but MPT should reduce 

prices to the rates charged by other 
operators,” she said.

MPT CEO Takashi Nagashima 
said prepaid customers who want to 
register for the new plan must send 
“SWE” by SMS to number 1332. It 
is also possible to unsubscribe from 
the plan.

Users of the new plan will also 
receive free services like call wait-
ing, call forwarding and voice mail. 
It will also get rid of the previous 
K10,000 to receive internet access 
with a SIM.

MPT will also begin selling 
top-up cards in denominations of 
K1000 and K3000, and is trying to 
cover 70 percent of Myanmar by the 
end of 2016.

The plan covers only WCDMA 
and GSM customers, not CDMA cus-
tomers. Mr Nagashima said CDMA 
users will also benefit from future 
plans, though some have criticised 
being left out of the process.

MPT CDMA user U Kyaw Tun 
said he is also an MPT user and 
should be able to access the new 
plan.

“MPT should reduce fees for 
CDMA customers, because we’re 
MPT subscribers too,” he said.

MPT was the country’s sole mo-
bile operator, and was often criti-
cised for its service quality. In 2013 
the government conducted an auc-
tion for two private telco licences 
which were ultimately won by Tel-
enor and Ooredoo after dozens of 
firms competed.

The two foreign telcos began op-
erating in the second half of 2014, 
bringing significant competition to 
a market that had previously been 
a monopoly.

During 2014, MPT also inked a 
joint operations agreement with Ja-
pan’s KDDI and Sumitomo in an ef-
fort to help the firm modernise and 
compete in the increasingly com-
petitive market.

MPT flexes in telco 
fray as lower rate 
plan announced

Aung 
Kyaw 

Nyunt
aungkyawnyunt28@gmail.com

KYAT 

35
New per minute calling fee with MPT’s 

Swe Thahar plan – though it’s K10 
above Telenor and Ooredoo
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Exchange Rates (January 9 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro
Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar
Thai Baht
US Dollar

K1210
K307
K774

K31
K1036

K1220
K308
K780

K32
K1039

Fish farm flap over 
fees to make use of 
agricultural land

Lots to do if Yangon 
is to be “saved”, 
say experts
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MIC confirms disputed tax on FDI
wanted to invest would sign even 
with tax rates of 35pc. “But in 
terms of business models, inter-
national companies cannot agree 
to all sorts of immediate changes 
as they have a long-term model,” 
he said.

The corporate income tax is 
only one of the various taxes and 
fees that must be paid by oil firms. 
Once the PSCs are signed, compa-
nies must pay data fees, signature 
bonuses and other costs for devel-
opment. After production begins, 
other fees kick in, including the 
corporate income tax.

The Ministry of Energy official 
said there has been a large dispute 
on the issue between various gov-
ernment ministries, showing a lack 
of cooperation between different 
parts of the government.

“It is not good for the image of 
the country if it changes its poli-
cies so quickly and is not consist-
ent,” he said.

International oil giants de-
clined to directly comment on the 
dispute on rates, but said they are 
keen to see the PSCs inked.

“Shell understands and re-
spects that each country has its 
own approach and processes in 
managing their natural resourc-
es. We are looking forward to 
signing PSCs soon,” said a spokes-
person of Anglo-Dutch energy 
firm Shell.

Foreign direct investment into 
Myanmar totaled US$6.3 billion 
from April 1 to December 31 pe-
riod last year, 50pc more than the 
previous year’s total figure of $4 
billion.

THE Central Bank of Myanmar plans 
to begin auctioning government bonds 
on January 28 to support government 
spending programs, but bankers say 
the investments may be a tough sell.

Central Bank deputy governor U 
Set Aung said it will follow interna-
tional standards when it begins sell-
ing treasury bonds later this month, 
aiming to fund part of the national 
debt through the auction. Maturity 
dates and interest rates have not yet 
been released.

While advocates of the process 
say it is important for nation-build-
ing, past treasury bond offerings 
have been met with a lukewarm re-
ception. Bankers say previous gov-
ernment attempts to issue treasury 
bonds have been hit by high domes-
tic interest rates and little capital 
readily available to purchase bonds.

The rate on normal bank deposits 
at leading banks is 8.25 percent.

Banking industry insiders say 
previous treasury bonds had similar 
rates of 8.75pc for two-year bonds, 
9pc for three-year bonds and 9.5pc 
for five-year bonds.

Banks also do not often have ex-
cess capital available to purchase 
bonds, and for many, raising capital 
means accepting deposits at a mini-
mum 8.25pc interest rate.

“So the plan for the bond auction 
is unlikely to be smooth,” said Asia 
Green Development Bank executive 
director U Soe Thein.

There have been attempts at 
building a treasury bond market 
since 1993, though the interest rates 
offered with the bonds were gener-
ally unattractive, he said. Only a few 
banks bought large quantities of 
bonds.

“Potential buyers will ask questions 

about how much liquidity and demand 
is in the market. Although bond buy-
ers can then sell them to others or use 
them as collateral for a bank loan, it is 
important to ensure there is enough 
liquid capital to make purchases,” he 
said.

The benefits of buying treasury 
bonds are not certain, said Co-oper-
ative Bank managing director U Pe 
Myint.

“The government is borrowing 
money from people, but people will 
not buy bonds if they are not profit-
able,” he said.

Although banking industry in-
siders are tepid in their enthusiasm 
toward the treasury bond market, 
experts have said it is an important 
step for Myanmar to take.

The International Monetary Fund 
urged the Central Bank to start a 
treasury bond market as part of its 
Article IV consultations in October 
2014. At the time, officials said the 
market would need attention, and 
an important step is converting old 
government debt into marketable 
treasury bonds with competitive in-
terest rates for a range of maturities.

“The lack of enthusiasm amongst 
the local banks is understandable. 
All that they say about the uncertain 
nature of these new financial instru-
ments is true, and the banks are fa-
miliar with the historical practices 
of forced bond purchases,” said Sean 

Turnell, an economist at Australia’s 
Macquarie University.

“However, and all that said, de-
veloping proper debt instruments 
and a market for them has to start 
sometime, and hopefully that is in-
deed what we are seeing. The peo-
ple behind these developments are 
skilled and sincere I think, and for 
the sake of Myanmar’s financial and 
economic future, one must hope they 
can pull this off,” he said.

U Set Aung said the first step is 
to implement the treasury bill auc-
tion, and the second step to develop 
an inter-bank treasury bill market. 
He has also said there are plans to 
ease restrictions on bank interest 
rates once the foreign bank licences 
are finished.

Non-bank organisations and in-
dividuals were formerly able to buy 
treasury bonds of various denomina-
tions, from K10,000 to K10 million, 
through Myanma Economic Bank 
branches and Myanmar Security Ex-
change Centre since 1997.

The upcoming sales are to start on 
January 28, when details of interest 
rates and volumes will be released, 
said one Central Bank official.

The government is planning to 
sell about 10pc of its debt value, he 
added.

There will be no international 
rating from rating agencies on the 
bonds, as it is a promissory note for 
the domestic market only, though 
the government stands behind the 
value, he said.

Winners of the auction will be the 
bank that can bid for the large quan-
tity at the lowest rate. While it may 
appear this means only the biggest 
banks can win, the official said the 
excess liquidity of a bank is the most 
important factor in determining 
what firm should make a purchase.

“The main theme is to appear 
near the rates driven by the market,” 
he said. The Central Bank is also 
mindful of trying to keep rates in 
line with market conditions to avoid 
unnecessary inflation.

Barriers for bond popularity
as Central Bank plans auction
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‘For the sake of 
Myanmar’s financial 
and economic future, 
one must hope they 
can pull this off.’

Sean Turnell 
Economist
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The HAGL 
construction project 
on Kabar Aye Pagoda 
Road seen rising into 
the night sky. Yangon’s 
supply for office space 
is set to significantly 
increase once the 
project is finished.
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FISHERIES businesspeople are call-
ing for the repeal of a fine levied 
against agricultural land used for 
other purposes.

The fine of K1 million (US$964) an 
acre is preventing fish farmers from 
expanding their businesses, hamper-
ing the industry’s export growth, said 
Myanmar Fishery Federation general 
secretary U Win Kyaing.

Fishery farmers face a double 
standard, where officials are push-
ing for more industry investment but 
hampering it by making it difficult to 
acquire land, he said.

The previous land law required 
land designated as agricultural to 
be used only for farming paddy. This 
changed with the latest land law was 
passed on March 31, 2012, which al-
lowed all types of crops to be planted 
on agricultural land – though not fish 
farms.

U Win Kyaing said the policy of 
fining businesspeople who use land 
for other purposes is generally reason-
able, pointing to petrol stations, facto-
ries and home-building as businesses 
which already have large investments.

Fish businesspeople, however, 
struggle with capital in what is a low-
margin business, according to U Win 
Kyaing.

“Even now we are struggling to 
continue operating our businesses – 
how can we pay that large a fine?” he 
said during an exclusive interview. “If 
we have to pay this, many farms will 
collapse.”

The Myanmar Fishery Federa-
tion has submitted a proposal to the 
government through vice president 
U Nyan Tun asking for an exemption 
from the fine for fish farmers that 
properly follow the other regulations.

“Though our fish farms are not in 
line with the new land law, under the 
previous government [fish farmers] 
began obtaining official permits,” said 
U Win Kyaing.

The 1989 Fishery Act was intend-
ed to help develop a fishing industry. 
Previously there had only been about 
6300 acres used for fish farms, but 
many more opened in the Act’s wake. 

Fish have been one of the country’s 
main exports, though figures have 
dropped over the past few years.

There are now 450,323 acres dedi-
cated to fish farms, according to sta-
tistics from the Ministry of Fisheries, 
Livestock and Rural Development. 

Farmers estimate only about 10 
or 15 percent of these farms have re-
ceived the proper permits, while the 
remainder did not and will be forced 
to pay the fine.

Many of the farms are small-scale, 
comprising no more than 4 or 5 acres, 
making it difficult for them to pay.

“It’s true there are many large-scale 
fish breeders, but on the other hand 
there are many small-scale fish farm-
ers struggling with difficulty to sur-
vive,” said U Win Kyaing.

Farmers also sometimes transition 
flooded paddy land to fish ponds, par-
ticularly in Ayeyarwady, Yangon and 
Bago regions, he added.

U Win Kyaing also said officials 

from the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation said fish breeders are not 
as poor as paddy farmers, so should 
pay the fines.

“Flooded land is already of low qual-
ity for agriculture,” said U Win Kyaing. 
“And fish farms make more money 
than growing paddy – so it is good for 
both farmers and the country.”

“Our ministry needs to consider 
the fact that the country’s food secu-
rity is not complete only with rice. It 
needs other products like meat and 
fish,” he said. “If we don’t have good 
sources of fish products, what will the 
people eat?”

U Tadoe Aung, deputy general sec-
retary of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Irrigation’s Settlement and Land 
Records Department, said that fines of 
misused paddy laws are given out fol-
lowing the guidelines of the 2012 Land 
Law.

“Management committees for land 
use in the various regions and states 
are monitoring this issue,” he said. 

“According to the law, if you use ag-
ricultural land for other uses, you have 
to pay fines. We are handling this issue 
in accordance with the law,” he said.

Although it is the Myanmar Fish-
eries Federation that is most vocally 
pushing for change, others would also 
like to see land use policies modified.

U Thein Aung, chair of the Myan-
mar Freedom Farmers League, said 
many farmers want to do more with 
their land than simply use it for crops.

“I think the land law has many 
weak points,” he said. “It does not al-
low farmers to use land as they wish. 
Farmers want to combine our agri-
business with other industries like fish 
breeding or livestock.”

“The government doesn’t allow 
us to use flooded fields as fish farms, 
but they allow rich people to set up 
factories or industrial areas on paddy-
growing land near motor roads.”

U Thein Aung said it is common 
practice for farmers to set up small-
scale fish farms to help generate ad-
ditional income.

Fishermen petition 
vice president to end 
fines for fish farms 
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‘Our ministry needs 
to consider the fact 
that the country’s 
food security is not 
complete only with 
rice.’

U WIn Kyaing 
Myanmar Fishery Federation

Fishers are not amused by the need to pay fines. The fish probably has other things on her mind. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.
For BIOFARMA  CO.LTD
Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel
37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
MayangoneTsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Tes: (951) 9662866
E-mail: nyeinkyaw9@gmail.com
Date: 12th January, 2015
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YANGON Regional government has 
somewhat eased a surprise restriction 
on importing vehicles that was an-
nounced late last year.

On December 18, the region’s su-
pervisory committee for car imports 
announced in state-owned newspapers 
that would-be car importers must ob-
tain a recommendation letter from 
their Township Administrative Officer 
declaring they have room to park each 
vehicle.

The committee subsequently an-
nounced that vehicles imported under 
a substitution scheme, which sees old 
vehicles replaced with new imported 
models, will not be required to obtain 
the letter proving a parking space.

Although the follow-up announce-
ment was dated on January 1, it did not 
come to light until January 6, said U 

Aung Than Win, chair of the Myanmar 
Automobile Trade Association.

“The Ministry of Commerce did not 
issue permits for vehicles imported us-
ing the substitution scheme until Janu-
ary 6. They said they didn’t receive an 
announcement letter – so we didn’t 
dare to believe whether it was actual 
policy,” he said.

The ministry confirmed the change 
in policy on January 7, and began issu-
ing permits to these importers without 
requiring the proof of parking space, 
said car dealer Ko Zaw Wait.

“It’s a fair policy, because we’re get-
ting rid of an old car and replacing it 
with a new import, so there’s no need 
for an additional parking space,” he 
said.

However, so far the policy has only 
been extended to importers who turned 
over their old car to the government in 
2014 – meaning those planning to hand 
over their old vehicle starting in Janu-
ary will need to show proof of a parking 
space despite already owning a vehicle.

“I don’t think there are many people 
who turned over their car in 2014 to the 
government and have not yet imported 
another – maybe around 100,” said U 
Soe Htun, chair of the Myanmar Auto-
mobile Manufacturers and Distributors 
Association.

Some dealers say all importers who 
receive an import permit from turning 
in an old car should have authorities 
waive the requirement to show a park-
ing space.

“Importers turning in old vehicles 
aren’t getting a fair chance,” said U 
Aung Than Win.

Gear shift for car 
importing policy
aye nyein win
ayenyeinwin.mcm@gmail.com

‘I don’t think there 
are many people 
who turned over 
their car in 2014 
... and have not yet 
imported another.’

U Soe Htun 
Automobile dealer

Eucalyptus moves south

THE time is ripe for fast-growing 
eucalyptus trees to be planted in 
lower Myanmar, according to in-
dustry officials.

There are existing plantations 
of the tree in Shan State as well 
as Sagaing and Mandalay regions 
in upper Myanmar, though Great 
Wall Company aims to bring them 
to farmers in Ayeyarwady Region, 

along with Kayin and Mon states.
“Eucalyptus can generate more 

income than other crops, and 
farmers from lower Myanmar 
are interested in growing it,” said 
Great Wall managing director U 
Tin Maung.

The trees can be sold as fire-
wood or used for pulp and paper, 
plywood and furniture. It is superi-
or to indigenous trees as eucalypti 
grow at a high average annual rate 
of 1.5 cubic metres, he claimed.

U Tin Maung said Great Wall 
plans to sell seedlings for K120 a 
tree. The company will provide 
technical assistance for growing 
them and then purchase timber 

from the farmers.
Some farmers claim to have suc-

cess with the tree.
Eucalypti can be pruned for 

lumber every four years, or about 
15 times during their 60 year life 
cycle, U Tin Maung claimed.

U Soe Myint, a farmer in Madaya 
township, Mandalay Region, said 
he planted eucalyptus in 2010 as a 
trial and was able to make his first 
harvest in 2014. He added his rev-
enue was several times larger from 
eucalyptus as from other crops.

“I plan to expand eucalyptus 
plantations, while still growing 
other crops,” he said. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Eucalyptus seedlings grown in a 
Mandalay lab. No word yet if they’ve 
tried out koalas. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Si Thu 
Lwin

sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com
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GOLD prices muddled through last 
year at low rates, and local dealers 
say they are anticipating more of 
the same in 2015.

Strength in the US dollar kept 
downward pressure on gold in in-
ternational markets last year, par-
ticularly in the last quarter of 2014, 
though gold on the local market 
saw a slight uptick in value.

Gold traded for between 
K650,000 and K670,000 a tical (1 
tical is 0.576 ounces or 0.527 troy 
ounces) on local markets for most 
of 2014, though in October it fell 
to lows of K630,000, according to 
dealers.

Local traders say the domestic 
market precious metal is depend-
ent on two main factors – the in-
ternational price of bullion, and the 
US dollar-kyat exchange rate, as in-
ternational gold is usually priced in 
dollars.

On international markets, gold 
posted an annual decline of about 
1.5pc in 2014 as gains in the US 
economy signaled prospects for 
higher interest rates, cutting de-
mand for the metal as store of value. 

On January 8, gold futures 
for delivery in February cost 
US$1208.50 an ounce on the Comex 
in New York.

Meanwhile, local prices ended 
2014 at K663,500 a tical, a moder-
ate 2.2pc increase on the K648,000 
it traded for on January 1, 2014, ac-
cording to industry website naung-
moon.com.

“Sometime the world gold price 
goes up and nothing happens to the 
local price, because the [kyat-dollar] 
exchange rate is unfavourable,” said 
U Zaw Aung, owner of Teit Sein 
gold shop. “Though local gold prices 
mostly follow international prices.”

The kyat lost about 6pc of its 

value against the US dollar last 
year, though experts have said this 
was based more on the greenback’s 
international strength rather than 
weakness in Myanmar’s currency.

Unless an international event 
prompts a lift in world gold prices 

or local inflation starts to get out 
of hand, traders anticipate a quiet 
market for the metal in 2015. Still, 
gold has several attributes that oth-
er assets such as property do not 
have.

Gold trader U Nay Myo Htet 
said many businesspeople appreci-
ate holding gold as it is easy to sell.

“If someone wants to imme-
diately buy a new house and the 
banks are closed, this can cause dif-
ficulty,” he said. “So it can be easier 
to do business with gold rather 
than through bank savings.”

Local traders have also dis-
cussed setting up a dedicated gold 
market as early as this year. It aims 
in part to make the precious metal 
available to international traders 
from within Myanmar.

Myanmar Gold Development 
public company officials and local 
bankers have visited Beijing and 
Hong Kong to study how interna-
tional gold markets operate.

“We are trying to set up a gold 
exchange this year, similar to the 
Yangon Stock Exchange,” said U 
Kyaw Win, senior vice president of 
Myanmar Gold Development and 
owner of the U Htone gold shop.

“It’s an ongoing process, and we 
need to study how other countries’ 
markets work in terms of banking 
as well as rules and regulations,” he 
said.

U Nay Myo Htet said if the mar-
ket works out, it will make it easier 
to invest in gold. It can also help 
guarantee trust in the market. 

– Additional reporting Bloomberg

Little glitter foreseen for gold
Precious metal market likely to be quiet in 2015, as gold closes out a disappointing year on local markets

Salespeople handle gold at a Yangon shop. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Oil price 
prompts 
PTT plans 
to change

THOUSAND 

K663
Price of gold per tical – or 0.576 
ounces – as of the end of 2014

THAI state-owned energy firm PTT Ex-
ploration and Production has changed 
how much capital it will spend on pro-
jects over the next five years, according 
to a statement.

The firm has adjusted its five-year 
investment plan as the world oil price 
fluctuates. International benchmark 
Brent crude fell to US$50.52 a barrel on 
January 6, the lowest since April 2009.

PTTEP says its revised plan calls 
for about $24.3 billion in capital and 
operational expenditures over the next 
five years. Investment will reach $4.8 
billion in 2015, with 80 percent flowing 
to projects in Thailand and the rest of 
Southeast Asia. Some 20pc of the total 
is to fund Myanmar projects.

“The fluctuating global oil prices 
have inevitably impacted our opera-
tions, forcing us to adjust our 5-year 
investment plan,” said PTT president 
Tevin Vongvanich in a statement.

PTTEP plans to spend on existing 
and new projects in Myanmar. It aims 
to invest to maintain production levels 
of its Zawtika project and develop block 
M-3, as well as study three onshore 
blocks – PSC G, EP-2 and MOGE-3 – 
and offshore blocks MD-7 and MD-8.

“We will closely monitor movement 
of crude oil prices. If prices fall below 
our projection, we have a room to ad-
just investment budget downward in 
order to maintain our liquidity and 
performance,” he said.

PTTEP has been in Myanmar for 25 
years, operating a number of oil and 
gas projects. A press release last year 
said it planned to invest $3.3 billion in 
the next five years in Myanmar.

Although PTT has adjusted its in-
vestment plans due to falling oil prices, 
it expects to boost its global sales vol-
umes by 6pc in 2015 compared to 2014, 
to 343,000 barrels of oil equivalent per 
day from its gas projects. The firm sin-
gled out Zawtika, an offshore Myanmar 
project, as well as assets in Thailand 
and Algeria, as fueling the increase. 

–Aung Shin

Su Phyo 
Win

suphyo1990@gmail.com
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Small 
industry 
branches 
expanded

THE Small Scale Industry Department 
at the Ministry of Cooperatives has be-
gun blanketing every state and region 
in the country with offices, according to 
director U Swe Tint.

There are existing offices in Man-
dalay covering upper Myanmar and in 
Yangon covering lower Myanmar, but 
the expansion, which starts January 1, 
aims to better cover the country.

The new branch offices are intended 
to help create job opportunities and 
raise incomes by helping private small-
scale industries in each region to de-
velop manufacturing capacity. 

“The offices we are setting up will 
provide more effective support in other 
regions and states,” said U Swe Tint.

Department staff nearly doubled 
since May, from 577 to 1149 employees.

U Swe Tint said the expansion 
would support the development of 
small-scale industries in the country’s 
regions. “So far, it has been head of-
fice that has been offering training and 
providing technology for small enter-
prises,” he said. 

However, localised officials will be 
more familiar with local difficulties and 
opportunities. “Once the branch offices 
are open, officials can be more hands-
on,” he added. – Translation by Emoon

Htoo Thant
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

‘Once the branch 
offices are open, 
officials can be more 
hands-on.’

U Swe Tint 
Small Scale Industry Department

AFTER a bad 2014, anxious Manda-
lay jade dealers are predicting an 
even worse 2015.

 A shortage of quality stones com-
ing to market, reduced interest from 
China and continued fighting in jade-
rich Kachin State are the main rea-
sons, according to the traders.

Mandalay jade dealers are largely 
dependent on interest from Chinese 
buyers for their products, though deal-
er Ko Soe Nyunt said sales had been 
falling for much of the past year. 

“Last year had record poor sales, 
mainly because of the scarcity of 
[quality] stones,” he said, also pointing 
to armed skirmishes in Kachin State, 
the main source for jade.

Chinese traders, once enthusias-
tic buyers, have also been conspicu-
ous by their absence. “The market is 
cool when they don’t come. This is the 
hardest year for the jade market. In-
vestment has dried up,” he said.

Ko Zaw Naing, a sliced jade 
dealer, said traders could no longer 
forecast how the market would turn 

out. Interest in the Nay Pyi Taw gem 
emporiums fell last year, and market 
restructuring was inevitable.

“We have jade, but we can’t sell at 
a profit. The market is dominated by 
Chinese traders, and they won’t give 
us a fair price,” he said.

China has also conducted a high-
profile crackdown on its own cor-
rupt officials, which some are blam-
ing for falling interest from the 
country’s buyers.

“The jade market is directly con-
cerned by Chinese policy,” said Ko Zaw 
Naing.

Ko Min Min, a dealer in cut and 
polished stone, said last year jade 
would go for between K300,000 and 
K500,000, but the picture for 2015 
was dark. “Only 1 percent of traders 
can sell at last year’s prices, and that 
was the worst year ever,” he said. “Gem 
traders can’t handle these low prices, 
and the market is getting worse.”

Jewel trader Ko Kyaw Swar said 
last year’s sales were flat as Chinese 
traders stayed away from the Maha 
Aung Myay gem trading centre, which 
specialises in sliced jade, jade brace-
lets, cut and polished jade, and jewel-
lery. Those who did come bid so low 
the traders wouldn’t sell. And even 
jewellery traders who took their wares 
to Ruili, a border city in China that is 
also called Shweli, did poor trade.

“Traders in the Ruilli jade market 
daren’t buy any more jewellery because 
they are already holding so much. They 
can’t get a fair price for it. So it was a 

wasted journey for us,” he said.
Gem broker Ko Min Min Latt said 

some traders were looking for a new 
line of work after going days without 

a sale. “Many gem brokers are moving 
to other business. It’s getting hard to 
make ends meet,” he said. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Mandalay jade traders are not optimistic about the 2015 market. Photo: Hlaing Kyaw Soe

Jade jitters at market after poor 2014
MANDALAY

Hlaing 
Kyaw 

Soe
hlaingkyawsoe85@gmail.com
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Shanghai

‘In this magic land, 
we produced not 
only a company like 
Alibaba, but a small 
miracle like Xiaomi.’

Lei Jun 
Founder of Xiamoi

WHEN the charismatic founder of up-
start Chinese smartphone maker Xiao-
mi took the stage at an internet confer-
ence, he was open about his ambition: 
world domination.

“In the next five to 10 years, Xiao-
mi has the opportunity to become the 
world’s number one smartphone com-
pany,” Lei Jun told the Chinese-organ-
ised World Internet Conference. 

Xiaomi, which takes its name from 
the Chinese word for millet, has ex-
celled in China’s cut-throat smartphone 
market by delivering high-performance 
products at cheap prices.

In less than five years, the Chinese 
company has become the world’s num-
ber three smartphone vendor, behind 
only Apple and South Korea’s Sam-
sung, shipping 17.3 million phones in 
the third quarter of 2014, according to 
International Data Corp (IDC).

Xiaomi claims sales of more than 61 
million smartphones last year, up 227 
percent from 2013, with turnover more 
than doubling to $12 billion.

But critics say the firm has simply 
copied the look of Apple’s iPhones, 
thriving because of weak intellectual 
property protection in China. 

Apple has never taken legal action 
against Xiaomi, but in a veiled reference 
to the firm, the US giant’s senior design 
vice president Jony Ive has called simi-
larities between their products “theft”, 
the Wall Street Journal reported. 

A spokesperson for Xiaomi’s mar-
keting department said: “We hope 
these biased people can put down their 
tinted glasses, examine Xiaomi’s prac-
tices and experience our products and 
then make a fair appraisal.”

‘Millet and rifles’
Beijing-based Xiaomi has come from 
nowhere, growing from a 2010 start-
up in Zhongguancun - China’s “Silicon 
Valley” - to a company valued at $45 
billion after its latest funding round 
in December, when the founder of e-
commerce giant Alibaba, Jack Ma, was 
among the investors.

Like Apple founder Steve Jobs, Mr 
Lei, 45, has a fondness for black tops 
and jeans, and he told a panel at the 
Internet conference in Wuzhen in 
November: “In this magic land, we 

produced not only a company like Ali-
baba, but a small miracle like Xiaomi.”

A serial entrepreneur and angel 
investor, he has a string of successful 
companies and investments, including 
software developer Kingsoft and online 
retailer Joyo.com which was bought by 
Amazon.

Explaining why he chose the name 
Xiaomi, Mr Lei has said, “We want to 
conquer the world using millet and ri-
fles,” using a phrase coined by Chinese 
leader Mao Zedong. 

The second character “mi” can also 
stand for mobile Internet or “mission 
impossible” in English, he added.

One analyst called Mr Lei “the last 
but most important ingredient for the 
success of Xiaomi”.

The firm has scooped up talent from 
Microsoft, Motorola and Yahoo, with 
president Lin Bin and global opera-
tions vice president Hugo Barra hailing 
from search-engine Google. 

Apple pie
In China, Xiaomi ranks second with 
a 13.5pc share of the domestic smart-
phone market, according to consultan-
cy Analysys International. Samsung is 
first with 15.4pc and Apple lags at 6.9pc 
as of the second quarter last year, the 
latest available figures.

Xiaomi initially left alone the “high-
end mobile phone market dominated 
by Apple and Samsung”, said Zhang Yi, 
chief executive officer of China-based ii-
Media Research, and took on “the vast 
middle- and low-end markets not satis-
fied by other domestic phone makers”.

It created a user-friendly interface 
based on Google’s Android operating 
system, he said, “seized the growing 
trend for mobile internet in China and 
topped its peers with high-performance 
but low-priced products”.

Xiaomi’s devoted users are indiffer-
ent about accusations of imitation.

“I don’t mind whether it is really 
copying Apple. Xiaomi’s user experi-
ence is pretty good and I won’t buy an 
Apple because of high prices,” user He 
Ling said.

Xiaomi’s high-end Mi 4 lists for 
$410 with 64 GB of memory, less than 
half the $998 Chinese retail price of a 
comparable Apple iPhone 6. Its newly-
launched Redmi 2 budget model is only 
$115. 

For its part Apple’s products are 
popular in China, but it has faced prob-
lems in the massive market, only link-
ing up with the country’s biggest mo-
bile phone service provider in late 2013. 

Last year’s iPhone 6 launch in China 
was nearly a month later than other 
major markets as Beijing delayed regu-
latory approval and called for improve-
ments in security of personal data.

Indian pickle
But while Xiaomi is a major player in 
China, analysts say that patent issues 
and low brand recognition outside its 
home market are obstacles to the inter-
national expansion necessary to realise 
Lei’s dream.

“What remains to be seen is how 
quickly the company can move beyond 
its home territories to drive volumes 
higher,” market intelligence provider 
IDC said.

Xiaomi has launched products out-
side mainland China in Hong Kong 
and Taiwan, as well as Southeast Asia, 
but the company suffered a setback in 
India. 

In December, Sweden’s Ericsson 
won a court order blocking sale of Xi-
aomi devices in India over patents, 
Bloomberg News reported.

Wang Jun of Analysys International 
said, “Even if Xiaomi were able to sort 
out all of its intellectual property prob-
lems in overseas markets, it would still 
take years for it to overtake Apple’s 
market position.” – AFP

Xiaomi bites into Apple

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
Betagro Public Company Limited, a company incorporated in 
Thailand, of 323 Moo 6, Thung Song Hong Sub-district, Laksi 
District, Bangkok, Thailand, is the Owner of the following Trade 
Mark:-

Reg. No. 17398/2014
in respect of “Class 29: Pork; Chicken; Egg; Sausage; Ham; 
Bacon; Broth; Processed food products made predominantly of 
meat, fish, poultry or vegetable; processed meat; Frozen cooked 
food products consisting primarily of meat, fish, poultry, egg, 
sausage, ham, bacon or vegetable; Frozen marinated food products 
consisting primarily of meat, fish, poultry or vegetables; Frozen 
meal consisting primarily of meat, fish, poultry or vegetable”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Betagro  Public  Company  Limited
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 12 January 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
ROLLS-ROYCE p.l.c., of 65 Buckingham Gate, London SW1E 
6AT, U.K, is the owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 1729/1955
in respect of “Motor road  vehicles and chassis therefor, Internal 
combustion piston and turbine engines, variable gearings being 
parts of machines for motor vehicles aircraft and ships, and parts 
of all the aforesaid articles”. 

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  ROLLS-ROYCE p.l.c.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 12 January 2015
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IN BRIEF
Heineken plans East Timor plant
Dutch brewer Heineken said on Janu-
ary 8 it will begin building a beverage 
plant in East Timor this year that 
will manufacture a range of drinks 
including beer, soft drinks and water, 
according to a statement.

The company said it had signed 
an agreement with the East Timor 
government to build the facility, which 
will require an investment of between 
US$30 million and $45 million, ac-
cording to a press release issued from 
Singapore.

– AFP

Dunkin’ plunges into China
Dunkin’ Brands entered a franchise 
agreement to add more than 1400 
Dunkin’ Donuts restaurants in China 
in the company’s largest development 
agreement ever.

A joint venture of Jollibee Foods 
and Jasmine Asset will open and 
operate the restaurants as franchisee, 
Canton, Massachusetts-based Dunkin’ 
said. 

The company already has 16 restau-
rants in China and more than 2200 in its 
Asia-Pacific region. – Bloomberg

Hanoi devalues the dong
Vietnam’s central bank said it would 
devalue the dong currency in a bid to 
contain inflation and bolster economic 
growth.

The State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) 
will devalue the reference rate by one 
percent to 21,458 Vietnamese dong 
per US dollar to “control inflation and 
... push up economic growth”, it said 
in a statement. The move – the second 
devaluation in eight months – is “in ac-
cordance with the developments of the 
domestic and international financial 
markets, creating a solid stability for 
the forex market”, the SBV said. – AFP

Malaysian banks consider deal
CIMB Group and RHB Capital are 
considering changing the terms of a 
proposed US$12.9 billion merger that 
would create Malaysia’s largest bank-
ing group, people with knowledge of 
the matter said.

RHB investors may oppose the all-
stock deal after CIMB shares tumbled 
24 percent as of December 8’s close 
since the transaction was announced 
in October, said the sources. 

– Bloomberg

AN Indian public official has been 
sacked for taking leave 24 years ago 
and never returning to his desk in 
the country’s notoriously work-shy 
bureaucracy, the urban develop-
ment ministry said on January 7.

Assistant executive engineer AK 
Verma went on leave in 1990 after 
joining India’s central public works 
department (CPWD) a decade ear-
lier.

Mr Verma defied bosses’ orders 
to return to work after his requests 

for additional leave were denied, 
but it took until 2007 for formal 
dismissal charges to be brought 
against him, the ministry said in a 
statement. 

Urban Development Minister M 
Venkaiah Naidu ordered his dis-
missal in order to “streamline the 
functioning of CPWD and to ensure 
accountability”, it said.

India’s civil servants have long 
been notorious for arriving late, 
taking long lunches or spending 

parts of their day on the golf course. 
A 2012 survey by the Hong Kong-

based Political and Economic Risk 
consultancy rated India’s bureau-
cracy as the worst among major 
Asian countries.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has said he was shocked by what he 
saw in the corridors of power after 
moving to New Delhi following his 
landslide election victory in May 
last year.

During his first few months in 

office, Mr Modi developed a reputa-
tion for paying unannounced visits 
to government offices.

Fear of being caught playing tru-
ant triggered a rise in attendance 
levels among civil servants and Del-
hi’s main golf course has reportedly 
been largely deserted on week days. 

Mr Modi has said he aims to 
implement wide-ranging economic 
reforms after taking office in India 
last year.

– AFP

New Delhi

Indian official sacked after 24-year sick break

IN PICTUREs
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Pedestrians walk through Singapore’s central business district. Singapore’s prime 
office rents are set to post their biggest increase in at least four years in 2014, and 
may extend gains this year in a supply-constrained market. 



THE plunge in crude prices will give 
a much-needed boost to Asia’s oil-guz-
zling economies and provides govern-
ments a “golden opportunity” to imple-
ment crucial structural reforms such 
as cutting expensive energy subsidies, 
analysts say.

A slowdown in the key export mar-
kets of Europe, China and Japan, the 
end of US stimulus measures, and an 
expected US rate hike - fuelling a flight 
of foreign cash in search of better re-
turns - has left some governments hav-
ing to make tough decisions to get back 
on track.

But experts say lower oil prices 
would ease inflationary pressures 
throughout much of Asia, allowing 
many central banks to either keep 
monetary policy on hold or reduce in-
terest rates.

And the Asian Development Bank 
last month said developing countries 
could see an additional 0.5 percentage 
point of growth on average this year if 
oil prices remain low.

However reforms are needed, ana-
lysts say, and among the most crucial 
and controversial is the removal of fuel 
subsidies, which in the past been the 
catalysts for sometimes violent protests 
across the spectrum, from the impov-
erished to the region’s growing middle 
class. While global equity markets are 
being strafed by a continuing slump 
in the prices of black gold - they have 
fallen more than 50pc since June to 
five-and-a-half-year lows – analysts said 
countries should grab the opportunity 

and move now. Malaysia, Indonesia 
and India have already made cuts to 
the populist but economically disas-
trous subsidies, which have contribut-
ed to government fiscal deficits.

Shang-Jin Wei, chief economist at 
the Manila-based ADB, said in a state-
ment that easing oil prices “present a 
golden opportunity” for oil-importing 
countries to introduce the reforms.

And Rajiv Biswas, Asia Pacific chief 
economist at global consultancy IHS, 
warned if they fail to move, leaders 
“will miss the window of opportunity 
and face public resistance to removal 
of fuel subsidies if oil prices strengthen 
significantly in future years”.

Previous efforts in Indonesia to 
slash fuel subsidies sparked violent 
protests, but the country’s new presi-
dent Joko Widodo has vowed to tackle 
the problem despite risks to his popu-
larity. Mr Widodo, who took office in 
October, wants the money diverted to 
overhauling infrastructure and helping 
the country’s poorest.

An attempt by former Indonesian 
president Suharto to reduce the subsi-
dies triggered riots that helped end his 
three-decade dictatorship in 1998.

India also experienced similar pro-
tests in the past when it tried to cut the 
subsidies - diverted government funds 
used to artificially keep fuel prices low.

Removing the payouts allows mar-
ket forces to determine prices and free 
them from political manipulation.

The softer crude prices will also 
provide some respite for the region’s 

oil-reliant economies, facing global 
headwinds from slowing in their key 
export markets.

Mr Biswas said “most of the Asian 
economies are large net importers of 
oil and gas, and will benefit from lower 
oil import costs and significantly re-
duced fuel costs for consumers”.

“This positive boost helps to miti-
gate the negative effects of China’s 
moderating growth rate and Japan’s 

slump back into recession in late 2014,” 
he said.

Analysts expect India, Asia’s third 
largest economy, to be a major benefi-
ciary as it imports nearly 80pc of its oil.

Like China and South Korea, the 
lower prices should keep inflation in 
check and allow the central bank to 
implement much-needed interest rate 
cuts with less fear of stoking inflation.

Among the top winners is the 

airline sector, while shipping and 
energy-intensive heavy manufactur-
ing industries such as steel will ben-
efit across the region.

Shukor Yusof, founder of Malaysia-
based aviation research firm Endau An-
alytics, said jet fuel accounts for about a 
third of airline operating costs in Asia.

“You’re likely to see airlines posting 
profits for the fourth quarter of 2014 
and for this coming quarter,” he said.

“Given the trend in falling oil prices, 
we should see a corresponding correc-
tion in air fares as well.”

However, oil and gas exporters in-
cluding Malaysia and Brunei stand to 
take a hit.

With petroleum-related earnings 
accounting for 30-40pc of Malaysian 
government revenues annually, the 
ringgit currency has fallen almost 11pc 
against the US dollar over the past six 
months as oil prices sank.

Malaysia in October forecast eco-
nomic growth of 5-6pc for 2015, but the 
World Bank projects the expansion at 
4.7pc due in part to lower oil prices.

And there could be further falls in 
the oil price from the present levels of 
$47.90 for West Texas Intermediate and 
$50.82 for Brent. 

Daniel Ang, an investment analyst 
with Phillip Futures, said he expects 
WTI to hit bottom at $46 and Brent to 
hover at $50-$53 in the second quarter 
of this year. 

But Mr Ang and other oil market 
watchers say further price falls to be-
low $40 would not surprise them. - AFP

Big chance for Asia from cheap oil
SINGAPORE
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Gas-guzzling economies to get a shot in the arm from declining prices, while indebted governments can unwind subsidies, according to experts

McClintock No 1, the world’s oldest continually producing oil well, seen in 1915, 
is still going after 153 years, quietly churning out about one-10th of a barrel each 
day.  Photo: Bloomberg/  Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission



Job Watch

PATH, an international nonprofit organization, currently seeks qualified 
candidates for the Program Advisor position (01) in our Yangon office.

The PATH program in the Mekong is currently implementing a broad portfolio 
of activities on a range of health issues. This includes work on vaccine and 
immunization, nutrition, reproductive, maternal and child health, and infectious 
diseases. PATH is seeking to locally recruit:

•	 a dynamic Program Advisor (Job code #6442) to provide communications 
support to project teams in Myanmar and Vietnam. The Program 
Advisor will also assist the Mekong Regional Program Director and 
other staff with program development activities.

For full job descriptions and information on the application process, please visit 
the jobs section of the PATH website (www.path.org).
Deadline for on-line application submission: January 21st, 2015.

Vacancy Announcement – Programme Assistant (1) Post

The European Commission’s Directorate General for Humanitarian Aid & Civil 
Protection (ECHO), funds relief operations for victims of natural disasters and 
conflicts outside the European Union. For humanitarian aid, the Commission 
works with about 200 operational partners, including United Nations agencies, 
the Red Cross/Crescent movement and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs). Aid is channelled impartially, straight to victims, regardless of their 
race, ethnic group, religion, gender, age, nationality or political affiliation.
ECHO Office in Yangon recruits ONE Programme Assistant for an initial 
period of one year. 
The following requirements must be fulfilled by the candidate:
•	 A relevant university degree or equivalent professional experience
•	 Minimum 5 years of relevant experience at national or international level 

in supporting programme / project operations, including at least 2 years of 
experience with NGO, donor or (inter)national organisation

•	 Solid knowledge of the humanitarian aid context in Myanmar
•	 Good knowledge of international humanitarian organizations 
•	 Excellent written and oral communication skills in Myanmar and English
•	 Able to work under pressure and tight deadlines
In addition, applicants must have the following experience and qualifications:
•	 Practical experience in project/programme management; analysing, 

monitoring, reporting and evaluating
•	 Willing and fit to carry out regular missions across the country
•	 Sound judgment, flexibility and adaptability, cultural sensitivity and effective 

team participation
This vacancy is opened for all Myanmar nationals or holding valid work permit.
Applications including cover letter, detailed CV, copies of academic and 
employment certificates of the interested candidates should be sent to:
ECHO-Administration.Yangon@echofield.eu
Application should be clearly mentioned as: Application for the post of 
Programme Assistant at ECHO Myanmar and must be received in 
ECHO office not later than 
26 January 2015 at 17:30. 
Only the short-listed candidates will be contacted.
Any form of canvassing, soliciting or influencing will be treated as a disqualification.

European Commission
DIRECTORATE GENERAL HUMANITARIAN  
AID AND CIVIL PROTECTION OFFICE - ECHO

Yangon - Myanmar

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Myanmar is seeking for qualified applicants to fill the following position:

1)	 Associate Field Officer (P-2)
	 (UNOPS Contract – IICA, Dawei)

2)	 Senior Field Assistant (GL-5)
	 (UNOPS Contract – LICA, Dawei)

3)	  Field Associate (Shelter) (GL-6)
	 (UNOPS Contract – LICA, Sittwe)

4)	 Senior Field Assistant (GL-5)
	 (UNOPS Contract – LICA, Maungdaw)

5)	 Driver (GL-2)
(UNHCR Contract – Temporary Appointment, Myitkyina)

Closing date: 20 January 2015

The detailed Terms of Reference for these positions are available on request 
from UNHCR offices in Yangon, Maungdaw, Buthidaung, Sittwe, Myitkyina, 
Bhamo, Mawlamyine, Hpa-An, Loikaw, Dawei and Taungoo.
www.unhcr.org

The Human Resources Manager: Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.
379-383 Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada T/S, Yangon

Email applications to: mcmhrd@myanmartimes.com.mm

Challenging Media Sales Position
	 MCM is looking for an excellent candidate to oversee our 
National Sales Force. Successful candidates will have strong 
commercial management experience, the vision to develop 
our business, and a track-record of B2B Sales Management. 
Experience in the media sector will be a bonus.
	 The National Sales Director will oversee our Sales 
Department’s activities day-to-day, coaching the team towards 
strong sales performance while overseeing the placement of 
advertisements into our products, and reporting directly to 
top management. 
	 Success in this challenging position will require going 
beyond week-to-week management and test your ability to 
chase new business, develop new business opportunities, 
and inform the company’s growth as a whole. Your success 
in this position will pave the way towards a rewarding career 
in Media. Are you ready to take your management career to 
the next level? Remuneration will be commensurate with 
candidate’s experience.

Apply today:
Email our HR team at MCMHRD@mmtimes.com.mm for a 
full job description and details on the application process.

 Business Development manager

 Marketing manager

 Sales and distribution manager

 Brand manager

 Logistic officer

 Medical doctor

 Project manager

 Sales engineer

 Site engineer

 Chief Accountant

 Accountant

 HR Manager

 HR Executive

 Legal executive

 Secretary

 Passenger service agent ( airline)

 Receptionist

 Customer service

No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San Road, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007
Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com

www.esearchmyanmar.com   www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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THERE is no question development 
is arriving in Myanmar’s largest me-
tropolis. The swift pace of change 
has already begun reshaping Yan-
gon, and the city is teeming with 
more people and buildings than 
ever before.

Urban areas are bursting at the 
seams from this influx, which shows 
few signs of slowing down. Ques-
tions swirl as to whether the city 
will be able to cope as it continues 
to grow.

Yangon has about 5.2 million 
people – meaning about 10 percent 
of people in Myanmar live in the 
city. Around one-third of all Myan-
mar residents of urban areas come 
from Yangon, said Daw Hlaing Maw 
Oo, an urban planner from the De-
partment of Housing Development 
and Human Settlement.

Yangon’s initial infrastructure 
was based around the six downtown 
townships. It has since expanded 
to 33 townships, in every direction 
from the original city. 

Population density is already 
high in the city, and it shows no 
signs of slowing down, she said at 
the ‘Save Yangon Forum’ held at the 
end of December.

In 1989, downtown Yangon had 
a population density of about 450 
people per hectare (1 hectare is 
about 2.47 acres). By comparison, 
Bangladesh’s capital Dhaka is one 
of the most densely populated cit-
ies in the world, with 555 people per 

hectare.
Even the more remote Yangon 

townships boast these kind of popu-
lation densities, while some of the 
densest communities now have over 
1000 people a hectare.

“We have been conducting con-
servation work on Thiri Street in 
Sanchaung township,” said Daw 
Hlaing Maw Oo. 

“The population density is horri-
ble – in one particular hectare there 
are 1452 people. This is much worse 
than Dhaka. Among the townships 
in Yangon, Sanchaung is likely the 
worst.”

Growing population density not 
only can make living uncomfort-
able, but causes stress on the infra-
structure supporting the city, such 
as roads, sewers and electricity.

One particular danger is the den-
sity of buildings. Yangon is increas-
ingly crowded, but new buildings 
are not being added in a systematic 
way, said Daw Hla Su Myat, execu-

tive from the Association of Myan-
mar Architects.

Government rules call for inclu-
sion of empty space around build-
ings, particularly high-rises. How-
ever, often these provisions are 
avoided, meaning buildings end up 
too close together.

“That can cause more danger 
from fire and traffic jams,” she said.

Yangon’s initial infrastructure 
was based around the six downtown 
townships. It has since expanded 
to 33 townships, in every direction 
from the original city.

There is also a problem of rapid-
ly disappearing public space. Land 
is often being set aside for high-rise 
buildings and retail shops, leaving 
little room for citizens to exercise 
outdoors.

EcoDev Myanmar director U 
Win Myo Thu said shrinking pub-
lic space negatively affects public 
health.

“Children under five are showing 
rising incidents of breathing trou-
ble. It’s a sign we need to correct 
urban living before it gets worse,” 
he said.

Water supply also continues 
to be a challenge. Salt water often 
seeps into those relying on wells, 
given Yangon’s proximity to the 
ocean, said Daw Than Than Soe, a 
retired urban planner. She pointed 
to Hlaing Tharyar township as an 
area particularly afflicted by the 
problem.

Yangon may be rapidly expand-
ing, but experts agree there are a 
host of problems afflicting the city. 
Solutions won’t come easy, and will 
require close work between citizens 
and the government.

Still, experts say they have a com-
mon message –“Please save Yangon”. 

Yangon’s future prompts 
expert call to action

‘Children under 
five are showing 
rising incidents of 
breathing trouble. 
It’s a sign we need to 
correct urban living 
before it gets worse.’

U Win Myo Thu 
EcoDev Myanmar director

Myat 
Nyein Aye

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

IN PICTUREs

Photo: AFP

Investigators work at the scene where scaffolding collapsed in a construction 
site at Tsinghua High School in Beijing on December 29. The scaffolding 
collapse at the school killed 10 people and injured four. 

Deal for 
property 
website
MALAYSIA-BASED Frontier Digital 
Ventures will invest an undisclosed 
sum in two Myanmar web-based 
startups, including a property site, 
according to a press release.

The investments in Myanmar-
CarDB.com and iMyanmarHouse.
com come as skyrocketing inter-
net penetration and mobile phone 
adoption is making Myanmar a 
potentially high-growth market for 
digital businesses.

 “Hong Kong and US companies 
have made contact with us,” said U 
Wai Yan Lin, CEO of MyanmarCars-
DB.com. “But Frontier Digital Ven-
tures has expanded its presence in 
emerging markets like Myanmar to 
invest in an automotive and a prop-
erty site. They are very interested 
in Myanmar. So we made a business 
partnership with them.”

iMyanmarHouse.com managing 
director U Nay Min Thu said Fron-
tier will provide not only capital 
but also know-how.

– Ko Ko Aung

Heavy development is taking a toll, and must be conducted properly if Yangon is to 
thrive in the years to come, according to experts at the Save Yangon Forum

Correction Notice
With reference to our previous cautionary notice in the name of 
Gallothai Co., Ltd., dated December 22, 2014, on Page No. 42 of the 
Myanmar Times in connection with the trademark “CHOCOCITY 
Design,” Reg. Nos. 5995/2011 and 13197/2014, please be advised that 
the correct address of this company is No. 16 (not No. 11, as shown 
in the publication on December 22, 2014) Soi Prasertsit, Sukhumvit 
49-14 Road, Klongton Nua, Wattana, Bangkok 10110 Thailand.

U Kyi Naing, LL.B., LL.M., (H.G.P.)
For Gallothai Co., Ltd.
Tilleke & Gibbins Myanmar Ltd. No. 1608,
16th Floor, Sakura Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Email address: myanmar@tilleke.com, Dated: 12th January, 2015
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Thailand impeachment trial 
begins for Shinawatra
WORLD 43

“Developing proper debt instruments and a market for them has to 
start sometime, and hopefully that is indeed what we are seeing.”	

- Sean Turnell, economist

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

This house has a lovely view. Well, 
many of the houses investigated by 
House of the Week have a lovely view, 
but this one was particularly spec-
tacular.

From its front balcony the view is 
gorgeous rolling foliage all the way to 
Shwedagon. In fact, the view was so 
nice there was serious consideration in 
replacing the photo of the house with a 
photo of the view.

However, this is not View of the Week, 
and the home itself has a lot going for it 
as well. Besides the pleasant view, it of-
fers equally enjoyable surroundings to 
kick back and relax – until the weekend 
comes and you can host a party.

It’s a foreign-infused home, though 
with excellent use of wood as a decora-
tion in the interior. The building is three 
storeys tall, with four large bedrooms 
and everything else you’d need for a 
large family.

There is also 7200 square feet 
of outdoor space for outdoor activi-
ties, when the weather cooperates. 

It also boasts a good location in 
Golden Valley. Prices are negotiable, but 
it’s a fine option – particularly if you’re 
keen on a great view.

– Tin Yadanar Htun

Location	 :	N ear University 
		A  venue Rd, Bahan Tsp
Price	 :	 $8500 per month 
		  (negotiable)
Contact	 :	 Estate Myanmar Real 

Estate Agency
Phone	 :	 09-43118787, 09-43031699

Undulating view in Golden Valley

YANGON Region has set aside K100 
billion (US$97 million) to build 10 
affordable housing projects in the 
2015-16 fiscal year, according to a 
senior official from the Department 
of Human Settlement and Housing 
Development.

The funds are to be combined with 
other capital to build lower-cost hous-
ing developments in Yangon as well 
as Pathein and Mawlamyine cities.

Plans – including building designs 
and cost estimates – are already in 
the works, and private companies 
will be invited to participate in an 
open tender in the next few months.

“It will adhere to a policy of ‘No 
profit – no loss’ from the govern-
ment’s side,” he said. “Actually, the 
funds will not cover all 10 projects, 
which will create a total of 18,000 
affordable units. We will build a few 
buildings first and sell them, using 
the funds to build the next one,” he 
said.

Each project should take about 
two years to build, with seven of the 
projects in Yangon and the other 
three in Ayeyarwady Region and 
Mon State.

It is too early to decide the exact 
price the units will be sold at, though 
the projects will be on government 
land, so land prices won’t be factored 
in.

Prices will be determined from 
the construction costs as well as wa-
ter and electricity supply charges, 
aiming for an affordable price that 
ensures the government also doesn’t 
lose money.

It is likely the units will be sold 
for about K10 million each, as con-
struction is anticipated to cost about 
K7.5 million per unit and infrastruc-
ture hook-ups an additional K2.5 
million.

The move to build these units fol-
lows a mid-2014 announcement from 
the Ministry of Construction that it 

aimed to address a shortage in low-
income units, not just in Yangon but 
also regional cities.

The department claims to have 
completed 98 affordable housing 
projects in Yangon from 2013-14, 
with another 294 under way in Yan-
gon and 79 in Mandalay, Monywa 
and Magwe cities.

The official said there are plans 
for hundreds more projects, target-
ing middle-income people, such as 
civil servants and staff workers.

“There will be more affordable 
housing in the future,” the official 
said.

Interested buyers will be called 
once the projects are completed.

Generally, large numbers of ap-
plications are accepted, with a lucky 
draw determining which applicants 
will be able to purchase a unit, the 
official added.

Yangon Region 
unveils low-cost 
housing plans

Noe Noe 
aung

noenoeag@gmail.com

Fast facts on the 10 projects

Yangon
Dagon Seikkan township
35 buildings of 18 storeys, 
10,080 total apartments
South Dagon township
4 buildings of 6 storeys, 
384 total apartments
Thingangyun township
10 buildings of 6 storeys, 
240 total apartments
Mingalardon township
76 buildings of 8 storeys, 
2592 total apartments
Thanlyin township
40 buildings of 6 storeys, 
1440 total apartments
Hlaing Thar Yar township
52 buildings of 5 storeys, 
1000 total apartments
40 buildings of 6 storeys,
1920 total apartments

Nearby
Pathein, Ayeyarwady Region
7 buildings of 3 storeys, 
336 total apartments
8 buildings of 4 storeys, 
192 total apartments
Mawlamyine, Mon State
12 buildings of 4 storeys, 
176 total apartments
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TICKETS for flights to and from 
Yangon International Airport were 
quietly slapped with a surcharge be-
ginning late last year to pay for an 
initiative designed to streamline pas-
senger arrivals.  

The Myanmar Advance Passenger 
Processing System (MAPPS) will screen 
passengers flying into and out of the 
country’s international airports to check 
on boarding eligibility before people get 
on planes. The program, which increas-
es ticket prices by US$3.25 each and be-
gan rollout at Yangon International Air-
port on November 30, aims to cut down 
on cases of inadmissible travellers to 
Myanmar, boost security and ease arriv-
als at the airport. 

“Passenger pre-screening” occurred 
at Immigration or when non-Myan-
mar citizens attempted to get visas, 
according to U Ye Htut Aung, De-
partment of Civil Aviation director of 
aviation security. MAPPS “allows the 
Myanmar Government to issue inter-
active directives to the airline check-
in agent to board or deny boarding 
of passengers”, he told The Myanmar 
Times by email.  

The Advance Passenger Processing 
(APP) system comes from Australia, 
where it was established in 1998. It is 
also used by New Zealand, Bahrain, 
South Africa, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Oman and UAE. While Myanmar will 
be the first ASEAN country to inte-
grate APP into its border security pro-
cedures, Malaysia and Thailand both 
intend to put the system into prac-
tice, according to U Ye Htut Aung.

The National Aviation Security 
Working Group “formalised” an APP 
Task Force at the beginning of 2014 
to run the program, with members 
from government organisations such 
as DCA, Immigration, Myanmar Cus-
toms, and the National Police, accord-
ing to U Ye Htut Aung.

As a system, MAPPS starts when 
people check in for flights. It utilises 
passenger information like a flyer’s 
name, birth date and nationality – so-
called biodata identity details – and 
determines in real time whether pas-
sengers will be barred from board-
ing or bid welcome, U Ye Htut Aung  
explained.

The program aims to nip a few 
problems in the bud, as the DCA di-
rector said it helps airlines earn fewer 
fines, which are imposed for letting 
inadmissible passengers get to Myan-
mar, and shaves down overhead con-
nected with these travelers.

Augmenting security and easing 
travel seem the program’s main prior-
ities. “MAPPS aims to improve secu-
rity through enhanced threat analysis 
and detection,” U Ye Htut Aung said.

Global current events seem to 
have provided motivation for the sys-
tem’s rollout. U Ye Htut Aung pointed 
to the Islamic States of Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS) and a United Nations Security 
Council Resolution whose 9th Item 
“calls upon member states to require 
that airlines operating in their terri-
tories provide advance passenger in-
formation to the appropriate national 
authorities in order to detect the de-
parture from their territories, or at-
tempted entry into or transit through 
their territories”, according to its text.

Meanwhile, U Ye Htut Aung said 
the system will make getting through 
airports simpler. “[MAPPS] … expe-
dites the processing of air passengers 
who pose no or little risks,” he said. 
“It has been experienced by other 
governments that passenger process-
ing at border points can be expedited 
after having implemented APP.”

Whether a passenger gets the 
green light will be “based on set of 
confidential business rules deter-
mined by the APP Task Force”, U Ye 
Htut Aung said.

Admitted entry or not, customers 
are paying for the new initiative as 
costs of putting the system in place 

– $3.25 per ticket – have been passed 
on to consumers. 

One industry insider claimed the 
project’s cost seemed singular in its 
steepness.

“[The cost of the initiative] is un-
acceptably high compared with what 
other countries are using,” the person 
said. 

But Chris Mosebach of the Myan-
mar Aviation Centre called the fee 
fair, so long as the APP initiative in-
corporates technology and services 
and puts the system to work against 
human trafficking, money launder-
ing and other organised crimes as 
planned by its implementers.

“If you have additional software 
behind it, that does screening and 
checks the documents against In-
terpol and other databases for ab-
normalities … [then] the fee is quite 
reasonable,” Mr Mosebach said, not-
ing it is fairly common for fees to get 
forwarded on to consumers. 

Myanmar Airways International 
started with the APP system at Yan-
gon International Airport on Decem-
ber 1, the firm’s marketing and public 
relations manager Daw Aye Mra Tha 
told The Myanmar Times.

“We just obeyed DCA’s rule to run 
with the APP system. We explained 
to the customers that the included 
tax cost is not our ticket price, so we 
haven’t had problems with passen-
gers for that,” Daw Aye Mra Tha said.

The fee for the APP system will 
function in a similar manner to ex-
isting airport taxes, with the airlines 
directly paying DCA the fees collected 
from each ticket. It remains to be seen 
how DCA will deliver services for the 
prices increase, according to MAI.

“If this system would increase 
customer security, that is great,” said 
Daw Aye Mra Tha.

Myanmar has adopted a user-pay 
basis to fund the implementation and 
operations of APP, in the same man-
ner as Australia, New Zealand, the US 
and Canada, as well as nations in the 
Middle East and Europe, said U Ye 
Htut Aung.

Australia’s Department of Immi-
gration has been providing support 
for Myanmar’s border control policies 
and passenger processing.

In November the two countries’ 
immigration organisations signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
announcing a five-year plan to aid 
Myanmar with immigration and 
border control, according to U Ye 
Htut Aung.

Airfare hike for security

newroom@mmtimes.com 91.eieithu@gmail.com

Catherine 
Trautwein ei ei thu

‘[The cost] is 
unacceptably high 
compared with what 
other countries are 
using.’

Industry insider

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Kabushiki Kaisha Mitsui Sumitomo 
Ginko (also trading as Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation)  a 
company organized under the laws of Japan and having its principal 
office at 1-2, Marunouchi 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan is the 
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following trademarks:-

One-Stop Bank
(Reg: No. IV/16903/2014)

One-Stop Banking
(Reg: No. IV/16904/2014)

in respect of: - “Business management analysis or business 
consultancy; marketing research or analysis; providing information 
concerning commercial sales; business management of hotels.” 
– Class: 35
“Acceptance of deposits [including substitute bond issuance] and 
acceptance of fixed interval installment deposits; loans [financing] and 
discount of bills; domestic exchange settlement; liability guarantee 
and acceptance of bills; securities lending; acquisition and transfer of 
monetary claims; safekeeping of valuables including securities and 
precious metals [safe deposit services]; money exchange [exchanging 
money]; trusteeship of financial futures contracts; trusteeship of 
money, securities, monetary claims, personal property, land, rights 
on land fixtures, surface rights or lease on land; agencies for bond 
subscriptions; foreign exchange transactions; letter-of-credit related 
services; brokerage of credit purchase; buying and selling of securities; 
trading of securities index futures; trading of securities options; 
trading of overseas market securities futures; agencies for brokerage 
of securities, securities index futures, securities options, and overseas 
market securities futures; agencies for brokerage of entrusting agents 
with on-commission trading in domestic markets of securities, 
securities index futures and securities options; agencies for brokerage 
of entrusting agents with on-commission trading in overseas markets 
of securities, and securities index futures; agencies for brokerage of 
forward agreement of securities; for forward agreement of securities 
index futures, for forward agreement of securities options, spot and 
forward transaction of securities index futures; brokerage for securities 
liquidation; securities underwriting; securities offering; transaction 
of securities subscription or offering; providing stock market 
information; life insurance brokerage; life insurance underwriting; 
agencies for non-life insurance; claim adjustment for non-life 
insurance; non-life insurance underwriting; insurance premium rate 
computing.” - Class: 36

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademarks 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Kabushiki Kaisha Mitsui Sumitomo Ginko
     (also trading as Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation)
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                      Dated: 12th January, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Hallmark Cards, Incorporated, 
a company incorporated in the State of Missouri, U.S.A., carrying 
on business as a greeting cards and personal expression products 
company and having its principal office at 2501 McGee Trafficway, 
Kansas City, Missouri 64108, U.S.A is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following trademark: -

The said trademark is registered under registration number 
IV/8218/2005 and in respect of:- 
“International Class 16 goods of greeting cards; paper, cardboard and 
goods made from these materials, not included in other classes; printed 
matter; bookbinding material; photographs; stationery; adhesives for 
stationery or household purposes; artist’s materials; paint brushes; 
typewriters and office requisites (except furniture); instructional and 
teaching material (except apparatus); plastic materials for packaging 
(not include in other classes); printer’s type; printing blocks; postcards”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark or 
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates 
for Hallmark Cards, Incorporated 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                      Dated: 12th January, 2015
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Electing for Elecom

Available: Cyber Plus, 34 2nd Street, Lanmadaw township
Ph: 01227 593, 09730 56483

SD Card Case
Too much information isn’t a problem when you’ve got 
a place to store extra SD cards. This case holds up to 
12 cards – six SD and six Micro SD – and comes in four 
colours: black, blue, pink and white.
K7200

Stereo Headphones (EHP-CS3580)
These headphones come equipped with a built-in mic 
and a “GrandBass System” for bumping sound quality. 
Also included: ear caps in different sizes and a cord 
keeper to save wires from going haywire. 
K42,000

General Purpose Gadget Pouch
Use this to tote IT gadgets like USB cables, hard disks, 
memory sticks and more wherever you go. Importantly, 
clumsy owners won’t have to worry about drop damage 
– the thick plastic outer layer helps protects techie stuff 
that’s inside.  
K13,000

LED Wireless Mouse
Since this mouse uses an infrared LED system, those 
clicking and scrolling will only have to switch its battery 
out once in a blue moon – or after about 266 hours, to 
be more precise. It’s suitable for any surface and can be 
used from around 10 metres away.
K13,200

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Myo Satt

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Notice is hereby given that Notice is hereby given that Centure 
Co.Ltd Registered office 51 Moo 5, Bangkruai-Sainoi Rd., 
Bangsithong,  Bangkrui, Nonthaburi 11130 is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following trademarks: _

(Registration No :IV/19430) (Registration No:IV/19429)

In respect of:  -

“Office furniture, Locker, Partition, Shelves and Safe International 
Class 20.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U NyeinKyaw
B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.
For Centure CO.LTD
Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel
37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
MayangoneTsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Tes: (951) 9662866
E-mail: nyeinkyaw9@gmail.com
Date: 12th January, 2015
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PANGKALAN BUN

PARIS

PING signals believed to be from the 
black box data recorders of crashed 
AirAsia Flight 8501 were detected on 
January 9, a senior Indonesian search 
official said, offering strong hopes of 
explaining the disaster. 

“A ship detected the pings. The di-
vers are trying to reach it,” said SB Su-
priyadi, who is stationed at the search 
headquarters of Pangkalan Bun.

“The location of the ping is re-
ported to be near where the tail was 
found.”

The plane crashed into the Java 
Sea on December 28 during stormy 
weather as it flew from the Indone-
sian city of Surabaya to Singapore, 
claiming the lives of all 162 people on 
board.

Stormy weather has slowed multi-
national efforts to find the wreckage 
of the plane and determine why it 
crashed.

The black boxes are regarded as 
crucial to explaining the cause of the 
disaster, as they should contain re-
cordings of the pilots’ final words and 
general flight data.

The black boxes are designed to 
give a ping signal for 30 days after 
a crash so that the recorders can be 
found.

The tail of the plane, where the 
black boxes were housed, was discov-
ered on January 7 partially buried in 
the seabed 30 metres (100 feet) un-
derwater. But no pings were initially 
detected.

Search officials then focused their 
efforts on and around the tail, believ-
ing the black boxes should be there 
unless they had been dislodged.

Dozens of elite Indonesian military 
divers have tried but failed to thor-
oughly search the tail area because of 
strong currents and the fact it is par-
tially buried in the seabed. 

Mr Supriyadi said divers would 
continue searching underwater to 
track the pings to the black boxes.

“Today’s search was really ham-
pered by strong currents,” search and 
rescue agency chief Bambang Soe-
listyo told reporters in Jakarta after a 
day of repeated but fruitless probes to 
the tail.

Divers travelled by rubber boat 

from the KRI Banda Aceh warship 
that was being stationed close to the 
site of tail wreckage.

Mr Soelistyo said retrieval experts 
would try to lift the tail off the seabed, 
using special airbags or a crane.

Mr Soelistyo said the other top pri-
ority was the search for bodies, with 
just 43 found by January 9.

Many of the others are believed to 
be inside the wreckage of the plane’s 
main cabin, which has not been found.

All but seven of those on board 
were Indonesian.

The search, involving US, Russian, 
Chinese and other foreign military 
assets, was being conducted from 
Pangkalan Bun, a town on the island of 

Borneo which has the closest airstrip to 
the crash site.

The Indonesian meteorological 
agency has said weather was the “trig-
gering factor” of the crash, with ice 
likely damaging the engines of the 
Airbus A320-200.

But a clearer explanation is not 
possible without the black boxes.

Indonesian authorities also said 
the plane was flying on an unauthor-
ised schedule when it crashed, and 
AirAsia has since been suspended 
from flying the Surabaya-Singapore 
route.

Indonesia’s transport ministry said 
on January 8 that it had fired one 
transport official and disciplined sev-
eral others in a crackdown following 
the crash.

It was expected to announce on 
January 9 the results of a deeper in-
vestigation into how the flight was 
able to depart without permission.

AirAsia Indonesia has declined to 
comment on allegations it violated its 
permits.

The airline is a joint venture in-
volving Malaysia-based budget carrier 
AirAsia, which previously had a solid 
safety record. – AFP

Black box signals aid Air Asia search

Members of the Indonesian Navy prepare equipment to be lowered into the water 
from the vessel KRI Banda Aceh during operations to lift the tail of AirAsia flight 
QZ8501 from the Java Sea on January 9. Photo: AFP

FRENCH forces killed the two broth-
ers behind the massacre at Charlie 
Hebdo and an Islamist ally on July 
9 after three blood-soaked days that 
left 17 other people dead and shook 
the nation to its core.

Police were still hunting for an-
other suspect, the girlfriend of one 
of the men, hours after the fiery 
showdown with the gunmen who 
had kept France on edge since kill-
ing 12 people on January 7 at the of-
fices of the satirical weekly.

The heavily armed brothers were 
cornered in a small town northeast 
of Paris while a third man took ter-
rified shoppers hostage in a Jewish 
supermarket, where four died and 
seven were hurt including three po-
lice officers.

Explosions rang out at sunset 
at the two hostage sites as police 
moved in.

As France’s bloodiest week in 
decades drew to a close, the mood 
began to turn to one of grim nation-
al reflection.

President Francois Hollande said 
he would attend a march of unity 
in Paris on January 11 which was 
expected to draw hundreds of thou-
sands of people as well as the lead-
ers of countries including Germany, 
Britain, Italy and Spain.

Questions were also mounting 
over how the three men, brothers 
Cherif and Said Kouachi, and super-
market gunman Amedy Coulibaly,, 
had slipped through the security net 
after it emerged that all three were 
known to the intelligence agencies.

Coulibaly’s girlfriend Hayat 
Boumeddiene, who was wanted by 
police in connection with the killing 
on January 8 of a policewoman, was 

still on the loose.
With fears spreading in the wake 

of the attack, the United States 
warned of a global threat, telling its 
citizens to beware of “terrorist ac-
tions and violence” all over the world. 

Mr Hollande, meanwhile, warned 
the threats facing France “weren’t 
over”.

He described the attack on the 
supermarket as an “appalling anti-
Semitic act” and said, “These fanat-
ics have nothing to do with the Mus-
lim religion.”

The Kouachi brothers were cor-
nered in a printing business in 
Dammartin-en-Goele outside Paris 
on January 9 after a firefight with 
police that Paris prosecutor Francois 
Molins said left Said with a minor 
neck wound.

The brothers took the manager 
hostage, later releasing him after he 
helped Said with his wound, while a 
second man hid beneath a sink up-
stairs, said Mr Molins.

The second man was able to text 
security forces information from in-
side the premises, a source said, and 
survived the assault unharmed.

The gunmen had a hefty cache 
of arms including Molotov cocktails 

Police shoot dead ‘Charlie’ killers 
as global terror warnings raised

‘The location of the 
ping is reported to 
be near where the 
tail was found.’

SB Supriyadi 
Search official

‘These fanatics 
have nothing to do 
with the Muslim 
religion.’

Francois Hollande 
French president
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PARIS

WHEN a masked gunman burst into 
the Charlie Hebdo editorial meeting 
shouting “Allahu akbar” and fired off a 
hail of bullets, journalist Laurent Leger 
threw himself behind a corner table 
and hid as horror unfolded around 
him.

The journalists were wrapping up 
their weekly meeting when they heard 
what sounded like “fireworks” out-
side, said Mr Leger, one of few survi-
vors of the bloodbath. He looked like a 
member of the special forces, “he was 
masked, dressed all in black, he was 
holding his weapon with both hands,” 
Mr Leger told France Info radio.

He said the gunmen called out 
“Charb!” the name of editor-in-chief 
and cartoonist Stephane Charbonnier 
who was living under police protection 
after receiving death threats for the 

magazine’s provocative content mock-
ing Islam.

“And then the shooting started, the 
smell of gunpowder ... By chance I threw 
myself behind the table and he didn’t see 
me ... A few seconds, and everyone was 
on the ground,” he said, adding the gun-
man had shot at random.

Mr Leger said that as the satirical 
Charlie Hebdo team were “jokers”, he at 
first thought it may be some kind of a 
prank. But the reality quickly sank in as 
one by one his colleagues crumpled to 
the ground, while the veteran reporter 
huddled tightly in his hiding place.

“I saw the others on the ground, 
the sound of explosions, then suddenly 
there was silence. A long silence.”

Mr Leger said he heard footsteps 
and realised the gunman was 
returning. He heard the man ex-

change a few words with someone 
else and realised there were two at-
tackers.

“I thought they were going to walk 
around to find survivors,” he said. But 
they were unable to walk around the 
cramped room and left.

When the coast was clear he and 
others who were not hit got up to try 
and help their colleagues. 

“I saw a lot of blood, I saw half the 
editorial team on the ground,” he said. 
“I saw horror. I still don’t know how I 
managed to escape.”

Mr Leger said it was “important” to pub-
lish the next edition.

“I don’t want it to be an issue about 
death. I want a magazine on the chal-
lenge to exist, to say things, to fight against 
idiocy, against human stupidity , against all  
fundamentalism.” – AFP

‘I saw horror,’ recalls journalist
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Police shoot dead ‘Charlie’ killers 
as global terror warnings raised

and a loaded rocket-launcher.
One witness described a terri-

fying face-to-face encounter with 
one of the suspects, dressed in 
black, wearing a bullet-proof vest 
and carrying what looked like a  
Kalashnikov.

The salesperson told France Info 
radio that one of the brothers said, 
“Leave, we don’t kill civilians any-
how.”

As French elite forces moved into 
place around the building, a fresh 
drama was unfolding in eastern 
Paris with a hail of gunfire around 
lunchtime.

There, Coulibaly stormed a Jew-
ish supermarket hours before the 
Sabbath, killing four shoppers and 
taking others hostage.

A small group, including a three-
year-old boy, survived hidden inside 
a refrigerator for five hours, with po-
lice pinpointing their location using 
their mobile phones.

Police swarmed to the Vincennes 
area, ordering terrified residents to 
stay indoors.

As the sun set shortly after 5pm 
local time, the two Charlie Hebdo 
gunmen charged out of the building 
with guns blazing before being cut 
down.

Shortly afterward security forc-
es moved in on the supermarket, 
where Coulibaly had just knelt to do 
his evening prayer when the special 
forces struck.

BFMTV revealed police were able 
to exploit a lapse in his defences as 
he had not hung up his phone after 
speaking to one of their reporters.

A security source told AFP Cou-
libaly had also called friends from 
the scene urging them to stage fur-

ther attacks.
Meanwhile, questions mounted 

as to how the three men could have 
slipped through the security net.

As the drama reached its climax, 
links emerged showing the brothers 
and Coulibaly were close allies and 
had worked together.

Mr Molins, the prosecutor, said 
Coulibaly had “threatened to kill all 
the hostages” if police moved in on 
the Kouachi brothers, and he had 
said the supermarket was booby-
trapped.

All three had a radical past and 
were known to French intelligence.

Cherif Kouachi, 32, was a known 
jihadist who was convicted in 2008 
for involvement in a network send-
ing fighters to Iraq.

His brother Said, 34, was known 
to have travelled to Yemen in 2011, 
where he received weapons training 
from AQAP.

It also emerged that the brothers 
had been on a US terror watch-list 
“for years”.

Cherif told French TV he was 
acting on behalf of the Yemen-based 
al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
while Coulibaly said he was a mem-
ber of the Islamic State group.

Coulibaly, 32, who met Kouachi 
in prison, was sentenced to five 
years in prison in 2013 for his role 
in a failed bid to break an Algerian 
Islamist, Smain Ait Ali Belkacem, 
out of jail.

While the immediate danger 
appeared to have cleared, a chill-
ing new warning came from AQAP 
whose top sharia official Harith al-
Nadhari threatened France with 
fresh attacks, the SITE monitoring 
group said. – AFP

A woman holds a 
Charlie Hebdo’s front 
page reading “Love 
stronger than hate” 
during a gathering 
at the Place de la 
Republique in Paris, 
on January 7, following 
an attack by unknown 
gunmen on the 
offices of the satirical 
weekly. France’s 
Muslim leadership 
sharply condemned 
the shooting at the 
Paris publication that 
left at least 12 people 
dead as a “barbaric” 
attack and an assault 
on press freedom and 
democracy.
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MAHINDA Rajapakse has conceded 
defeat in Sri Lanka’s presidential elec-
tions, officials said on January 9, after 
a bitter campaign that saw Asia’s long-
est-serving leader brought down by 
allegations of corruption and a failure 
to bring about post-war reconciliation.

After the island’s tightest presiden-
tial vote in decades, a top aide to Mr 
Rajapakse said the one-time strong-
man accepted the decision of voters 
who turned out in force on January 8.

“The president concedes defeat 
and will ensure a smooth transition 
of power, bowing to the wishes of the 
people,” presidential press secretary 
Vijayananda Herath said, adding that 
the defeated leader had already va-
cated his main official residence in a 
symbolic gesture of defeat.

Official sources said opposition 
presidential candidate Maithripala 
Sirisena, a former minister who unit-
ed a fractured opposition to pull off an 
unlikely victory, had an unassailable 
lead in results announced.

With nearly a third of the ballots 
officially declared, Mr Sirisena had 
52.49 percent of the vote and Mr Raja-
pakse 46.21pc.

“The president has seen a clear ma-
jority for the opposition candidate and 
there is no way to overcome that,” a 
source close to the outgoing president 
said.

Mr Herath said Mr Rajapakse had 
conceded defeat during a meeting with 
Ranil Wickremesinghe, who leads the 
opposition in parliament and who Mr 
Sirisena has said would be appointed 
as his prime minister.

Opposition lawmaker Harsha de 
Silva said transitional arrangements 
were being discussed with Mr Raja-
pakse, and that Mr Wickremesinghe 
had “guaranteed him and his family 
security”.

Mr Rajapakse had seemed assured 
of victory when he called snap polls in 
November seeking an unprecedented 
third term, five years after crushing a 
violent separatist rebellion that had 
traumatised the country for decades.

But he has become unpopular in 
recent years, dogged by accusations of 
increasing authoritarianism and cor-
ruption, and a failure to reach out to 
minority Tamils after a decades-long 
civil war. Mr Sirisena’s surprise deci-
sion to defect from the government 
and stand against him galvanised  

disparate opposition groups.
Despite sporadic campaign vio-

lence including the death of one op-
position party worker, the vote passed 
off largely peacefully, although there 
were some reports of intimidation in 
Tamil areas.

Police said they had made 175 elec-
tion-related arrests, but described the 
polls as some of the most peaceful in 
Sri Lanka’s recent history.

The president had come under in-
ternational pressure after opposition 
reports that he was mobilising the mil-
itary, with US Secretary of State John 
Kerry this week urging him to ensure 
the election was peaceful and credible.

The polls came days before a visit 
to the island by Pope Francis which 
some Catholic leaders had said should 
be cancelled in the event of violence.

Election monitors said large num-
bers of people had voted in the heav-
ily militarised former war zones of the 
north and east, whose largely Tamil 
population had boycotted previous na-
tional elections.

The head of the Campaign for Free 
and Fair Elections Keerthi Thenna-
koon said before Mr Rajapakse’s con-
cession that the high participation 
could favour the opposition.

Tamils are Sri Lanka’s largest mi-
nority, accounting for 13 percent of 
the population, and were in a position 

to decide the election if the majority 
Sinhalese vote split between Mr Raja-
pakse and his main opponent.

Mr Sirisena was a relative unknown 
until he became the main opposition 
candidate, but his decision to run trig-
gered a slew of defections and become 
a rallying point for disaffection with 
Rajapakse and his powerful family.

Mr Rajapakse won a landslide elec-
tion victory in 2010, but critics say he 
failed to bring about reconciliation in 
following his crushing victory over the 
Tamil Tiger separatist group in 2009.

Mr Rajapakse had promised a ju-
dicial inquiry into allegations troops 
killed 40,000 Tamil civilians at the 
end of the civil war, although he 
had refused to cooperate with a UN         
-mandated investigation.

The 69-year-old president removed 
the two-term limit on the presidency 
and gave himself more powers soon 
after winning his second term.

Opposition figures accused the 
president of skimming large amounts 
of money from infrastructure projects 
funded through expensive foreign 
loans, often from China, his strongest 
foreign political and economic ally.

He is also accused of undermin-
ing the independence of the judiciary 
and has packed the government with 
relatives, sparking resentment even 
within his own party. – AFP

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s president 
concedes vote defeat

Former Sri Lankan president Mahinda Rajapakse attends a religious ceremony 
on June 22, 2014. Photo: AFP

TRADEMARK CAUTION
E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company, a company registered 
under the laws of Delaware, United State of America, which is 
located at 1007 Market Street, Wilmington, Delaware, 19898, 
United State of America, is the sole owner of the following 
trademarks:

PYRAXALT
Reg. No. 16599/2014

Reg. No. 16605/2014
In respect of Class 5: Herbicides, fungicides, insecticides.

E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company claims the trademark 
right and other relevant Intellectual Property right for the marks as 
mentioned above. E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company reserves 
the rights to take legal measures against any infringer who violates 
its Intellectual Property or other legal rights in accordance with 
the concerned laws of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

U Kyi Naing, LL.B., LL.M., (H.G.P.)

For E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company

Tilleke & Gibbins Myanmar Ltd. No. 1608, 16th Floor, Sakura 
Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, Kyauktada Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar

Email address: myanmar@tilleke.com 

Dated: 12th January, 2015

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Cargill The Netherlands Holding B.V., a Company incorporated 
and existing under the laws of The Netherlands, and having its 
registered office at Evert van de Beekstraat 378, 1118CZ Schiphol, the 
Netherlands, hereby declares that Provimi Holding B.V. had changed 
to Cargill The Netherlands Holdings B.V., and the Company is the 
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following Trademark:

PROMOTE
Reg. Nos. IV/ 15176/2013,  

IV/17963/2014 (1st December 2014)

The above trademark is used in respect of “Medicated feed or 
supplements for animals” in Class 5 and “Animal feed” in Class 31.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above mark or 
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

Daw Thit Thit Kyaw, LL.B, M.A.(Business Law), (H.G.P.)
For Cargill The Netherlands Holding B.V.,
c/o BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
# 1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon,
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Dated: 12 January 2015
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LAHORE

Visitors walks 
in an ice maze 
at the China Ice 
and Snow World 
on January 4 on 
the eve of the 
opening ceremony 
of the 16th Harbin 
International 
Ice and Snow 
Festival in Harbin, 
northeast China’s 
Heilongjiang 
province. 

IN PICTUREs
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AUTHORITIES in Pakistan’s central 
Punjab province on January 8 can-
celled the hanging of a convicted sec-
tarian militant after the victim’s family 
pardoned him, officials and a family 
member said.

The case is seen as a test of the gov-
ernment’s plan to execute convicted 
terrorists in the aftermath of a school 
massacre that claimed 150 lives in the 
country’s deadliest terror attack.

The stay of execution came as a road-
side bomb killed four Pakistani security 
officials in a region where the military 
has been battling Taliban and al-Qaeda 
militants for more than a decade.

The pardoned militant, Ikramul 
Haq, is a member of banned Sunni 
militant outfit Lashkar-e-Jhangvi who 
was sentenced to death by an anti-
terror court in 2004 for killing a Shiite 
Muslim three years earlier.

He was set to be hanged in the east-
ern city of Lahore early on January 8, 
but his family came to a deal with the 
victim’s relatives the night before, Mr 
Haq’s lawyer, Ghulam Mustafa Man-
gan, said.

Murder can be forgiven under Paki-
stani law in exchange for blood money, 
while rival militant groups may choose 
to pardon each others’ convicted killers.

“The hanging was cancelled after 
we reached a compromise with the 

complainant’s family. They have par-
doned my client,” Mr Mangan said.

Under the compromise Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi will pardon two Shiite con-
victs and Shiites will pardon three 
other Lashkar convicts languishing in 
different jails of Punjab for sectarian 
killings, he said.

Altaf Hussain Shah, a representa-
tive of local Shiite community, con-
firmed the deal.

Ehsanul Haq, brother of Ikramul 
Haq, confirmed the cancellation of the 
hanging. 

A senior prison official also con-
firmed the move, adding, “A magis-
trate has recorded the statements and 

the execution has been stayed. Now 
the court will decide whether the per-
son [should] be acquitted or not.”

Pakistan last month lifted a six-
year moratorium on the death penalty 
in terror cases in the wake of the Tali-
ban’s horrific massacre at an army-run 
school in the city of Peshawar, and has 
so far executed nine people.

The attack on December 16 left 150 
people dead, the vast majority of them 
children.

Pakistani officials have said they 
plan to hang 500 convicts in the com-
ing weeks, drawing protest from inter-
national human rights campaigners.

Also on January 9, a roadside bomb 
ripped through a vehicle carrying 
three paramilitary troops and a police-
man in the restive northwestern Kur-
ram tribal district, highlighting the 
parlous state of security in the region.

“An improvised explosive device 
planted along the roadside went off 
as a vehicle of paramilitary Frontier 
Corps [FC] passed by, killing three FC 
men and one local tribal police offi-
cial,” a senior government official said

The attack took place in the Thal 
area of the Lower Kurram tribal dis-
trict along the Afghan border, which is 
rife with Taliban attacks and violence 
between Shiite and Sunni Muslims. 

– AFP

Execution halted after 
family pardons militant

‘The hanging was 
cancelled after 
we reached a 
compromise with 
the complainant’s 
family.’

Ghulam Mustafa Mangan 
Lawyer for the condemned

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
ROLLS-ROYCE  PLC., a British Company, of 65 Buckingham 
Gate, London SW1E 6AT, U.K, is the owner of the following 
Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 8388/2005
in respect of “ Internal combustion piston and gas turbine engines 
for land vehicles, other than for motor cars; internal combustion 
piston and gas turbine engines for sea vehicles; internal combustion 
piston and gas turbine engines for air vehicles; traction and 
stationary engines, power transmissions; parts, fittings and 
accessories for all the aforesaid goods; repair, maintenance, 
advisory and technical assistance services all relating to engines 
and vehicle maintenance services”. 

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  ROLLS-ROYCE PLC
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 12 January 2015

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Carlson Hotels Worldwide AB (a 
Swedish Private Limited Liability Company) a company organized 
under the laws of Sweden and having its principle office at c/o 
Advokatfirman Vinge KB, Box 1703, 111 87 Stockholm, Sweden 
is the owner the sole proprietor of the following trademarks:-

(Reg: No. IV/7567/2014)

(Reg: No. IV/7568/2014)
The above two trademarks are in respect of:- “Hotel, bar and 
restaurant services; services for the reservation of rooms” Class: 43

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademarks 
or other infrintements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Carlson Hotels Worldwide AB
(a Swedish Private Limited Liability Company)
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone: 372416                                       Dated: 12th January, 2015
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BANGKOK

OUSTED prime minister Yingluck Shi-
nawatra arrived at Thailand’s military-
stacked legislature on January 9 for the 
start of impeachment proceedings that 
could see her banned from politics for 
five years and reignite the country’s bit-
ter divisions.

Ms Yingluck, Thailand’s first female 
premier and the sister of self-exiled for-
mer leader Thaksin Shinawatra, was 
removed from office by a controversial 
court ruling shortly before the army 
seized power in a coup on May 22.

She faces impeachment over her ad-
ministration’s loss-making rice subsidy 
program which, while popular among 
her rural power base, cost billions of 
dollars and was a driving force behind 
protests that toppled her government.

Analysts say the impeachment hear-
ing is the latest attempt by Thailand’s 
royalist elite to neuter the political in-
fluence of the Shinawatras, whose par-
ties have won every election since 2001.

A guilty verdict from the junta-
appointed National Legislative Assem-
bly carries an automatic five-year ban 
from politics, but could also galvanise 
her family’s “Red Shirt” supporters to 
protest after months of silence under 
martial law.

A smiling Ms Yingluck, dressed in a 
black suit and pink shirt, arrived at the 
hearing flanked by security and a hand-
ful of her party members.

Asked if she felt confident of being 
vindicated she replied, “Let’s wait and 
see.”

At the start of the hearing, National 
Anti-Corruption Commission com-
missioner Vicha Mahakhun said Ms 
Yingluck stood accused of dereliction 
of duty “causing gross damage to the 
country”.

A successful impeachment needs 
three-fifths of the 250-strong assembly 

to vote in favour. A verdict is expected 
by the end of January. 

Impeachment proceedings have al-
ready begun against the former parlia-
ment speaker who was a member of Ms 
Yingluck’s toppled government and the 
former senate speaker.

Prosecutors are also in the pro-
cess of deciding whether Ms Yingluck 
should face a separate criminal case 
over the rice subsidy scheme. 

Ms Yingluck’s supporters say the 
proceedings and the criminal charges 
are part of a wider campaign to cripple 
the Shinawatra clan and disempower 
their voters, who are drawn mainly 
from the poor but populous northern 
part of the country.

But the move is not without risks. 
A vote to impeach Ms Yingluck could 
stir the Red Shirts to protest, ending 
months of relative calm since the army 
grabbed power and imposed martial 
law.

Thai politics expert Thitinan Pong-
sudhirak said the impeachment pro-
ceedings pose “a dilemma” for the 
junta and their supporters.

“On the one hand they want to see 
her disqualified from Thai politics,” 
said Mr Thitinan, who is director of the 
Institute of Security and International 
Studies at Bangkok’s Chulalongkorn 
University. 

“But if they go all out against 
Yingluck – by pushing for a ban or  
criminal charges – they risk aggravating 

Thailand’s political conflict by stirring 
up the pro-Thaksin camp.”

Ms Yingluck’s billionaire brother Mr 
Thaksin, who was deposed as premier 
in a 2006 coup, sits at the heart of Thai-
land’s deep schism, despite living over-
seas to avoid jail for a graft conviction.

He is loathed by the Bangkok-cen-
tred establishment, its supporters in 
the south and among the judiciary and 
army, but still draws deep loyalty in the 
north and among the urban middle 
and working classes.

Since mr Thaksin swept to power 
in 2001, Shinawatra governments have 
been floored by two coups and blood-
ied by the removal of three other pre-
miers by the kingdom’s interventionist 
courts.

The Shinawatras’ electoral domi-
nance comes as concerns mount over 
Thailand’s future once the reign of 
revered 87-year-old King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej ends.

The junta says Thailand needs a 
new constitution to end years of politi-
cal turmoil and rid the kingdom of en-
demic corruption. 

But critics say those crafting the 
charter are mainly anti-Thaksin figures 
seeking to erase his legacy and protect 
the interests of the elite, rather than 
create a robust political system to move 
the country forward.

 – AFP

Shinawatra’s impeachment trial begins

Ousted Thai prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra greets members of the media after facing impeachment proceedings by 
the military-stacked National Legislative Assembly at the parliament in Bangkok on January 9. Photo: AFP

‘If they go all 
out against 
Yingluck ... they 
risk aggravating 
Thailand’s political 
conflict.’

Thitinan Pongsudhirak 
Chulalongkorn University
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MANILA

AROUND 5.5 million barefoot devo-
tees paraded a centuries-old icon 
of Jesus Christ through Manila on 
January 9 in the Philippines’ biggest 
religious festival, held just before 
Pope Francis visits Asia’s bastion of 
Christianity.

In fervent displays of devotion, 
huge crowds of men, women and 
children chanted “Viva! (Long live!) 
as they marched on trash-strewn 
streets in light rain for the annual 
procession of the Black Nazarene.

“The Lord is my healer,” Lina 
Javal, 58, declared after waiting in 
line for hours to kiss the life-sized eb-
ony statue, showing an AFP reporter 
the healed incision from throat sur-
gery she underwent last month.

“It’s an extraordinary feeling. It’s 
like the Holy Spirit is entering my 
body,” said the clerk from nearby La-
guna province.

The procession, got under way 
mid-morning after organisers took 
nearly two hours to control huge 
crowds surging dangerously toward 
the icon to rub white handkerchiefs 
against it.

Many Filipinos believe the statue 
holds miraculous healing powers 
and make lifetime vows to join the 
annual parade, many wearing T-
shirts emblazoned with an image of 
Christ crowned in thorns.

Isko Moreno, the vice mayor of Ma-
nila city, told ABS-CBN television that 
about a million people took part at the 
start of the procession, and many more 
were waiting along a circuitous route 
through Manila’s old quarter.

One man died when he suffered a 
heart attack near the statue, Johnny 
Yu, head of the Manila disaster office, 
told the television station. 

Eight in 10 of the Philippines’ 100 
million people are Catholics, and the 
Black Nazarene festival is a display 
of the vibrance of the religion ahead 

of the papal visit which begins on  
January 15.

During his four-day trip Pope 
Francis will comfort victims of dead-
ly Super Typhoon Haiyan in central 
Leyte island, and celebrate mass for 
millions in the capital’s largest out-
door park.

First brought to Manila by Augus-
tinian priests from Mexico in 1607, 
decades after the archipelago was col-
onised by Spain, the Nazarene statue 
is believed to have acquired its colour 
after it was partially burnt when the 

galleon carrying it caught fire.
“I pray that the Nazarene contin-

ues watching over my grandson, that 
he is kept healthy,” Manila laundry-
woman Imelda Santiago, 62, said.

She carried the two-year-old boy, 
who is blind in his right eye, to the 
parade, shielding him from the rain 
with a blanket.

Construction worker Angelo 
Pamarca, 30, walked an hour to join 
the procession with his six-year-old 
daughter perched on his shoulders.

“I ask the Black Nazarene to 

forgive my many sins and give me 
strength to resist temptation,” Mr 
Pamarca said with a mischievous 
grin, declining to elaborate.

Aileen Amandy, 48, joined the 
parade with her teenage daughter to 
seek divine intervention in helping 
her children complete their studies.

“He always grants my prayers,” 
Ms Amandy said, crediting the Black 
Nazarene with healing a son suffer-
ing from high fever and convulsions, 
and keeping another son, a police-
man, safe from harm. – AFP

Manila ‘miracle’ procession 
draws 5.5 million followers

Devotees carry the image of the Black Nazarene to a carriage during an annual religious procession in Manila on 
January 9. Photo: AFP

RECENT satellite images offer fresh 
evidence that North Korea is devel-
oping a marine-based missile system 
that would give the state a survivable 
second-strike nuclear capability, a US 
think-tank said on January 9.

The commercial satellite pictures 
suggest the conning tower of a new 
North Korean submarine, first seen in 
July last year, houses one or two verti-
cal launch tubes for either ballistic or 
cruise missiles, the US-Korea Institute 
at Johns Hopkins University said.

“The boat could serve as an experi-
mental test bed for land-attack mis-
sile technology which, if successful, 
may be integrated into a new class of 
submarines,” the institute said in an 
analysis posted on its closely followed 
38 North website.

Development of a submarine-
launched missile capability would 
take the North Korean nuclear threat 
to a new level, allowing deployment 
far beyond the Korean peninsula.

However, the institute noted 
Pyongyang possessed no such capabil-
ity as yet and stressed that its develop-
ment would be an extremely “expen-
sive and time-consuming endeavour” 
with no guarantee of success.

North Korea’s small submarine 
fleet is comprised of largely obsolete 
Soviet-era and modified Chinese ves-
sels, but suggestions that it is experi-
menting with a marine-based missile 
system have been around for a while.

The South Korean Defence Min-
istry cited intelligence reports in 
September that Pyongyang was un-
derstood to be developing a vertical 
missile launch tube for submarine use.

Ministry spokesperson Kim Min-
Seok said the North’s 3000-tonne Golf-
class submarine could be modified to 
fire medium-range ballistic missiles.

And in October, a separate satellite 
image analysis by the US-Korea Insti-
tute identified a new missile test stand 
at the Sinpo South Shipyard in north-
eastern North Korea.

The size and design of the stand 
suggested it was intended to explore 
the possibility of launching ballistic 
missiles from submarines or a surface 
naval vessel, the institute said.

While submarines carrying ballis-
tic missiles could provide the North 
Korea with a survivable second-strike 
nuclear capability, the institute again 
stressed that Pyongyang was likely 
“years” from achieving the required 
technology. Although there is no doubt 
that North Korea has an extremely ac-
tive ballistic missile development pro-
gram, expert opinion is split on how 
much progress it has made.

In 2012, Pyongyang demonstrated 
its rocket capabilities by sending a 
satellite into orbit, but it has yet to 
conduct a test that would show it had 
mastered the re-entry technology re-
quired for an inter-continental ballis-
tic missile (ICBM).

The other key question is whether 
the north will be able to miniaturise a 
nuclear device that could be fitted on 
the tip of a missile. In a white paper 
published earlier this month, the South 
Korean defence ministry said the North 
had already taken its miniaturisation 
technology to a “significant” level. – AFP

SEOUL

N Korea 
planning 
nuclear sub

‘The boat could 
serve as an 
experimental test 
bed for land-attack 
missile technology.’

US-Korea Institute
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ALMOST 1400 people were prosecuted 
for political offences in China in 2013, 
the vast majority in secret, an advocacy 
group reported last week as the ruling 
Communist party continues a crack-
down on dissent.

A total of 1384 people were indicted 
on charges of “endangering state secu-
rity”, an increase of 32 percent on the 
previous year, the US-based Dui Hua 
Foundation said.

It was the second-highest year on 
record for state security indictments, it 
said, behind only the 1407 of the year of 
2008 when the figure was swollen by 
Tibetan protests.

Citing statistics from China’s central 
prosecution office, Dui Hua also said 
937 people were arrested in 2013, but it 
was not clear how many of them were 
included in the indictments figure.

Another US-based group, Chinese 
Human Rights Defenders (CHRD), is-
sued a separate report on January 8  
detailing the alleged torture and ille-
gal detention of artists and activists in 
three Chinese cities.

The offence of “endangering state 
security” replaced that of “counter-rev-
olution” in the 1990s, and is primarily 
aimed at suppressing political dissent, 
but also applies to espionage. 

In recent years it has been applied 
to members of Tibetan and Uighur 

minority ethnic groups who have de-
manded greater civil rights or spoken 
out against alleged government abuses.

Dui Hua said that the names of just 
31 of the suspects were made public, 
adding, “A lack of transparency in en-
dangering state security cases contin-
ues to be a serious hurdle.”

The majority of those whose cases 
were known to Dui Hua in 2013 ap-
peared from their names to be Tibetan 
or Uighur, despite such groups mak-
ing up a small minority of China’s  
population.

Since Xi Jinping became China’s 
president in 2013 the Communist party 
has launched one of its toughest crack-
downs on political critics in decades.

The number of arrests and indict-
ments for endangering state security 
was around three times that of a dec-
ade ago, when Mr Xi’s predecessor Hu 
Jintao took power, Dui Hua said.

The rise came despite authorities’ 
increased use of non-political charges 
which would not count as endangering 
state security, such as “picking quar-
rels” and “running an illegal business”, 
to prosecute dissidents.

China has also cracked down on 
fringe religious groups under Mr Xi, 
with official statistics showing 1554 tri-
als in 2013 for membership or leader-
ship of “illegal cults”, a 60 percent rise 
year on year, Dui Hua said.

Figures for 2014 have not been re-
leased, but the year saw several high-
profile state security cases, including 
Uighur academic Ilham Tohti, who was 
convicted of separatism and sentenced 
to life in prison. His conviction drew 
outrage from rights groups, who said 
he had been punished for his persistent 
moderate criticism of China’s policies 
in the mainly Muslim far-west Uighur 
homeland of Xinjiang.

Separately, CHRD said in its report 
that four detainees – Wang Zang, Li 
Biyun, Sun Desheng and You Baofen 
– “have been subjected to torture and 
other ill treatment by police or prison 
guards” in recent weeks.  – AFP

BEIJING

PHNOM PENH

China prosecutions for 
political offences soar

A FORMER Khmer Rouge leader was 
hospitalised last week during his tri-
al for mass murder, forced marriage 
and rape in the 1970s, forcing Cam-
bodia’s war crimes court to suspend 
the proceedings.

Judge Nil Nonn, president of the 
UN-backed chamber, adjourned the 
hearing on January 8 after the regime’s 
ex-head of state Khieu Samphan, 83, 
complained of feeling dizzy and was 
sent to hospital for treatment.

He had begun the day in court 
alongside his defence team, but after 
brief testimony from a witness whose 
12 family members were arrested and 
whose father was killed by the Khmer 
Rouge, Khieu Samphan complained of 
feeling sick.

“Khieu Samphan feels very dizzy 
and his blood pressure is very high,” 

the judge said, adjourning proceedings. 
Co-accused, Nuon Chea, 88, known 

as “Brother Number Two”, was already 
following proceedings from his holding 
cell because of ill-health. Health fears 
have long hung over the tribunal, with 
the octogenarian defendants suffering 
from varying ailments.

Both men were given life sentences 
in August for crimes against humanity 
– the first top Khmer Rouge figures to 
be jailed from a regime responsible for 
the deaths of up to 2 million Cambodi-
ans from 1975-1979.

Their genocide trial -- which kicked 
off in July – has been repeatedly de-
layed since mid-October after the de-
fendants’ lawyers refused to attend, 
demanding the disqualification of the 
trial judges and more time to file full 
appeal documents.

All lawyers for the defendants at-
tended the January 8 hearing.

Both men face genocide charges for 
the killings of ethnic Cham Muslims 
and Vietnamese, as well as fresh counts 
of crimes against humanity and war 
crimes. They deny all charges. 

The complex case against Nuon 
Chea and Khieu Samphan was deliber-
ately split into a series of smaller trials 
in 2011 in a bid to obtain a fast verdict 
against the two men, both of whom are 
elderly and frail.

The August convictions of the pair 
followed a two-year trial focused on the 
forced evacuation of around two mil-
lion Cambodians from Phnom Penh 
into rural labour camps, and on mur-
ders at one execution site.

Both men have lodged appeals 
against their convictions.  – AFP

Khmer Rouge trial suspended

‘A lack of 
transparency in 
endangering state 
security cases 
continues to be a 
serious hurdle.’

Dui Hua report

TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE
Oracle America, Inc., a company organized under the laws of 
United States of America and having its principal office at 500 
Oracle Parkway, Redwood Shores, California 94065 U.S.A is the 
owner and sole proprietor of the following Trademarks : -

Myanmar Registration Number 4/3680/2011

Myanmar Registration Number 4/3679/2011

JAVA COMPATIBLE
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3674/2011

SUN RAY
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3678/2011

JAVA
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3672/2011

Used in respect of :-

“Computer software, computer hardware, computer peripherals, 
and related products/services” in classes 9, 38 and 42.

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Domnern Somgiat & Boonma, 
         Attorneys at Law, Thailand)
Dated. 12th January, 2015
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WASHINGTON

US officials admitted last week that 
Washington had been over ambitious 
in its plans to help Haiti in the af-
termath of a devastating earthquake 
five years ago, despite pledging about 
US$4 billion in aid.

Five years after the 7.0 quake lev-
elled much of the capital Port-au-
Prince on January 12, 2010, more than 
a million survivors left homeless have 
been rehoused.

But thousands still live in canvas 
makeshift shelters as Haiti’s own ef-
forts to get back on its feet have been 
hampered by political instability and 
by a cholera outbreak blamed on UN 
peacekeepers’ poor hygiene.

US officials said there had been a 
lot of progress made in health and se-
curity, as well as in encouraging eco-
nomic growth and “incredible gains in 
the agricultural sector” with yields in 
some crops up 300 percent.

But a senior State Department of-
ficial told reporters, “The US govern-
ment was very ambitious in terms of 
what we expected to accomplish as far 
as the shelter sector is concerned.”

“We had expected many more do-
nors to come forward to partner with 
us to build new homes, new settle-
ments. And those funds did not mate-
rialize,” he said.

Even before the quake hit, there 
had been a 500,000-unit housing 
shortage in the capital, a gap which on 
its own would have cost $15 billion to 
fill. The total amount of international 
aid pledged for Haiti between 2010 
and 2020 was $16 billion.

“So, I think you can understand 
the resources really aren’t there to do  
everything.”

“We realized that we are certainly 
not going to be able to come anywhere 
close to building the kind of housing 
stock that Haiti requires,” the official 
added.

Now the US administration is 
working with the Haitian govern-
ment to help Haitians build homes, 
shifting its focus on housing finance 
and unlocking funds from financial 
institutions.

With the impoverished Caribbean 
nation also mired in a political cri-
sis, another official admitted that in 

democracy building “we haven’t been 
as successful, quite frankly, because a 
lot of that depends on the government 
of Haiti taking certain actions”.

“We were I think greatly optimistic 
about how far and how fast they would 
be able to go over the last five years.”

Long-delayed elections have now 
been put off until early next year, un-
der a deal signed by President Michel 
Martelly.

Mr Martelly has called for the 
parliament to convene on January 12 
to endorse the appointment of new 
Prime Minister Evans Paul, who will 
be tasked with forming a government.

– AFP

US aid hits $4 billion 
but Haiti goals not met

Haitian police remove a barricade of burning tires placed by anti-government 
protesters during a march against Haitian President Michel Martelly in Port-au-
Prince on January 8. Photo: AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that GIORGIO ARMANI 
S.P.A., Milan, Swiss Branch Mendrisio a company 
organized under the laws of Italy, Manufacturers and 
Merchants of Via Penate 4, 6850 Mendrisio, Switzerland  
is the owner and proprietor of the following trademark: -

(Reg: No. IV/17682/2014)
in respect of:- “Soaps; perfumery; essential oils; 
cosmetics; hair lotions.” – Class: 3
“Spectacles, sunglasses, lenses and frames therefor, 
contact lenses, cases, chains and cords for glasses and 
spectacles, parts and fittings for all the aforesaid goods; 
covers for portable multimedia players; covers for mobile 
phones; covers for DVDs; covers for CDs; covers for 
computer cables; covers for audio reproduction devices; 
covers for palmtops; covers for electronic agendas; 
covers for photographic cameras and covers for film 
cameras.” – Class: 9
“Jewellery; horological and chronometric instruments.” 
– Class: 14 
“Handbags; traveling bags; briefcases; leather briefcases; 
leather credit card holders; wallets; leather document 
briefcases; leather key cases; purses; suit cases; cosmetic 
bags sold empty; sports bags included in this class; bags 
for athletic equipment; shoulder bags for ladies; leather 
shopping bags; school bags; garment bags for travel; 
suit carriers for travel; shoe bags for travel; beach bags; 
diaper bags; backpacks; Boston bags; traveling trunks; 
duffel bags; overnight bags; carry-on bags; satchels; 
vanity cases (not fitted); hides; cases and boxes made 
of leather; bags made of leather for packaging; leather 
straps; umbrellas; leather leashes.” – Class: 18

“Coats; jackets; trousers; skirts; tops; raincoats; overcoats; 
belts; braces for clothing; suits; stuff jackets; jumpers; 
jeans; dresses; cloaks; parkas; shirts; T-shirts; sweaters; 
underwear; baby-dolls being nightwear; bathrobes; 
bathing costumes; négligée; swim suits; dressing gowns; 
shawls; scarves; ties; neckties; sweat shirts; under shirts; 
polo shirts; body suits; shorts; stockings; socks; shoes; 
slippers; overshoes; galoshes; wooden clog; soles for 
footwear; footwear upper; boots; ski boots; half boots; 
esparto shoes or sandals; sandals; bath sandals; gloves; 
mittens; hats and caps; visors (headwear).” – Class: 25 
“Games, playthings; gymnastic and sporting articles 
included in this class; decorations for Christmas trees.” 
– Class: 28
“The bringing together, for the benefit of others, of 
cosmetics, perfumes, makeup, personal deodorants 
and antiperspirants, essential oils for personal use, 
soaps, bath oils, bath foams, bath cream, shower soaps, 
shaving creams, beauty creams, vanishing creams, skin 
lotions, lotions, body milk, sun oils, sun milks, tissues 
impregnated with cosmetic lotions, eyebrow pencils, 
eyeliners, mascaras, face powder, lip-sticks, cleansing 
milks, hair care preparations, shampoos, henna, hair 
creams, hair sprays, nail polish, cosmetic kits, spectacles, 
sunglasses, lenses and frames therefor, contact lenses, 
cases, chains and cords for glasses and spectacles, 
parts and fittings for all the aforesaid goods, covers for 
portable multimedia players, covers for mobile phones, 
covers for DVDs, covers for CDs, covers for computer 
cables, covers for audio reproduction devices, covers 
for palmtops, covers for electronic agendas, covers 
for photographic cameras and covers for film cameras, 
watches and clocks, chronographs and chronometers, 
earrings, rings, necklaces, bracelets, ornamental pins 
made of precious metal, shoe ornaments of precious 
metal, boxes of precious metal, pins, tie clips, cuff links, 
watch straps, handbags, traveling bags, briefcases, leather 
briefcases, leather credit card holders, wallets, leather 
document briefcases, leather key cases, purses, suit 

cases, cosmetic bags sold empty, sports bags included 
in this class, bags for athletic equipment, shoulder bags 
for ladies, leather shopping bags, school bags, garment 
bags for travel, suit carriers for travel, shoe bags for 
travel, beach bags, diaper bags, backpacks, Boston bags, 
traveling trunks, duffel bags, overnight bags, carry-on 
bags, satchels, vanity cases (not fitted), hides, cases 
and boxes made of leather, bags made of leather for 
packaging, leather straps, umbrellas, leather leashes, 
coats, jackets, trousers, skirts, tops, raincoats, overcoats, 
belts, braces for clothing, suits, stuff jackets, jumpers, 
jeans, dresses, cloaks, parkas, shirts, T-shirts, sweaters, 
underwear, baby-dolls being nightwear, bathrobes, 
bathing costumes, negligée, swim suits, dressing gowns, 
shawls, scarves, ties, neckties, sweat shirts, under shirts, 
polo shirts, body suits, shorts, stockings, socks, shoes, 
slippers, overshoes, galoshes, wooden clog, soles for 
footwear, footwear upper, boots, ski boots, half boots, 
esparto shoes or sandals, sandals, bath sandals, gloves, 
mittens, hats and caps, visors (headwear), appliances, 
machines and devices for sports games, for sport and 
for physical exercises, video game machines, bags and 
knapsacks for sporting articles, decorations for Christmas 
trees, except illumination articles and confectionery, 
toys, gloves for games and gloves for playing sports, 
plush toys, skis, snowboards, dolls’ clothes, accessories 
for dolls, excluding the transport thereof, enabling 
customers to conveniently view and purchase those 
goods.” – Class: 35
“Sporting and cultural activities.” – Class: 41

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt 
with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for GIORGIO ARMANI S.P.A., Milan, Swiss Branch 
Mendrisio 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                            Dated: 12th January, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
Johnson & Johnson, a corporation incorporated in the United 
States of America, of One Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New 
Brunswick, NJ, U.S.A., is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

NISTRA
Reg. No. 6200/2011

in respect of “Int’l Class 5: Human pharmaceutical preparations”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Johnson &  Johnson
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 12 January 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
Johnson & Johnson, a corporation incorporated in the United 
States of America, of One Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New 
Brunswick, NJ, U.S.A., is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

NIVIQA
(Reg. No. 6201/2011)       (Reg. No.7411/2012)

in respect of “Int’l Class 5: Human pharmaceutical preparations 
for the treatment of metabolic diseases, diabetes, cardiovascular 
diseases, central nervous system diseases, pain, infectious diseases, 
cancer and viruses, not in the form of creams or ointments”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Johnson &  Johnson
P. O. Box 60, Yangon                              Dated: 12 January 2015 
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As they see it
aMID the hussle and bussle of Yangon’s Lanthit Jetty, a small 

girl adjusts the zoom on her camera. Unnoticed by the 
fi shermen hauling their catch from their boats, she waits for 
the right moment before pressing the shutter, freezing the 
busy waterfront scene in a single shot. 

At just 10 years old, Yoon Yoon is an unlikely photographer. Most 
of her time is spent helping her family sell fruit at their small stall 
on the waterfront. But every weekend she attends a photography 
workshop at Yangon’s TS1 Gallery along with other children from 
around the jetty. 

“My parents told me about the class so I joined and now I’m learning 
all about photography and making new friends,” said Yoon Yoon 
excitedly.

“We learned how to zoom in and out and how to take portrait photos. 
My favorite photo is a black-and-white one of a girl with an umbrella 
because I love umbrellas and I mostly take photos of people with pretty 
umbrellas,” she said.

The workshops are the brainchild of photographer Don Wright, 
who started the project after seeing an exhibition of photographs taken 
by street children in northern Vietnam, where he spent several years 
teaching craft workshops for disabled children. 

“They had given local children cameras so that they could explain their 
lives through photos. I was interested in doing something similar myself, 

and I thought it would be good to give disadvantaged children here a chance 
to tell the stories of their lives using photography,” Wright said. 

“The kids took to it quickly and were out there clicking away. A lot of 
these kids have never had the chance to take photos. They enjoy it, and it 
gets them thinking creatively.”

Wright, originally from Scotland, teaches the workshops using 
compact cameras donated by friends and members of the public. With 
the help of gallery staff  for translation, he teaches the children about 
composition and creative techniques and encourages them to practise 
their skills by taking photos of life around the jetty “as they see it”. 

“I select the best photos and we discuss them in the next class. We’re 
planning to have an exhibition of the children’s photos at the gallery 
early this year. Hopefully any profi ts made will go back to the kids – I’d 
like to buy them a camera each so they can continue their photography,” 
he said. 

Wright, who worked as a carpenter for over twenty years before 
moving to Southeast Asia and also leads photography tours around 
Yangon for tourists and expats, says he hopes to start similar projects 
with other disadvantaged communities in Yangon. 

“We let the kids take the cameras home with them so they can show 
what their lives are like. I’d like to work with other communities in 
Yangon to help them tell their stories through photographs,” he said.  

Nathalie Johnston, director of exhibitions at the TS1 Gallery – which 
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As they see it Kids capture jetty life through photographs

Photo: Thiri Lu

Photos taken by workshop participants   

hosts exhibitions of contemporary art by Myanmar artists – says that 
when Wright approached them about delivering the workshops they were 
delighted to help. 

“We spoke to parents around the jetty and told them about the 
workshops. A lot of them were really interested in sending their children 
along,” she said. 

Kyaw Ko Ko, 13, travels to the jetty every weekend by boat from Kha 
Naung To village to attend the workshops. 

“Our teacher lets us bring our cameras home during the week. I explain 
to my family about the camera and show them my photos,” said Kyaw Ko Ko 
proudly.

“My teacher printed out our photos and I took them to school. I told all 
my friends about photography and now they all want to attend the class 
too,” he said. 

Kyaw Ko Ko says he is really happy when he attends the workshops and 
hopes to continue taking photographs in the future. 

“When I am older I want to be a photographer,” he said. 

You can support the project by donating any unwanted cameras at the TS1 
Gallery, Transit Shed 1, between Lanthit Jetty and Kaing Dan Jetty, Yangon. 

If you are interested in delivering photography workshops with other 
communities in Yangon, Don Wright can be contacted directly through his 
website www.donwrightimages.com
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A window to the past Workplace reforms “A light 
at the end of the tunnel” 
say Myanmar’s disabledStuart Alan Becker

stuart.becker@gmail.com

Scholars and researchers may 
contact the Ludu Library by 
email at: ludulibrarian@gmail.
com

A S you walk around the 
quiet shelves with Aung 
Myint Oo, custodian of 
Mandalay’s Ludu Library, 
he carefully pulls down 

a thick, aged volume with yellowed 
pages called The Pacification of 
Burma by Sir Charles Crosthwaite, 
published in London in 1912 – just 
one of the treasures that lie in wait 
for researchers trying to discern how 
Burma became the Myanmar it is 
today.

Tucked behind a steel gate in a 
quiet alley in the Let Se Kan quarter 
of Chan Aye Thar San township, the 
library has been the dwelling place 
and printing house of perhaps the 
most famous Myanmar literary family 
for generations.

The Ludu Library is the legacy 
of the late Ludu Daw Ahmar and 
her husband Ludu U Hla. Ludu 
is a kind of honorific meaning 
“the people”. The library houses a 
lifetime’s collection of old books 
and periodicals, about 80 percent 
of them in the Myanmar language. 
Aung Myint Oo helps scholars from 
Cambridge, Yale and London’s School 
of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS) pick their way through 
Myanmar’s history.

The collection includes back 
issues of the Mandalay newspaper 
Yadanabon, as well as bound volumes 
of The Light of Burma from the 
1930s. There is also a book about the 
newspaper scene in lower Burma 
in 1874, much of it derived from 
Myanmar Thandawsint, also known 
as the Burma Herald.

Open every day except Sunday, 
Ludu Library is accessible from 
the narrow alley entrance fronting 
32nd Street, just next to the home 
and office of Daw Than Yin Mar, a 
medical doctor, and daughter of Ludu 
Daw Ahmar and Ludu U Hla.

Recent distinguished visitors 
to the library include Cambridge 
professor of anthropology and history 
Alan Macfarlane, who visited in 
November. Operating her medical 
clinic and treating patients during the 
day, Daw Than Yin Mar walks around 
the corner to the three-storey library 
to receive the visiting scholars. 

“We have to do good deeds in 
our lives. We build monasteries and 
pagodas, we give away money. My 
parents built this library to share 
knowledge with those who need it 

and to preserve our literature,” she 
said.

The Ludu Library is not a tourist 
attraction, but rather a special 
repository of knowledge. Daw Than 
Yin Mar shows the library’s visitors’ 
register where, in February 2012, 
Yale University Sterling Professor of 
Political Science James Scott wrote: 
“This library and its collection and 
its creators and its staff is a great and 
brave tribute to the lives, convictions, 
courage and not least, talents of 
Ludu U Hla and Daw Ahmar. I know 
that is has not been easy; it could 
all have so easily disappeared.  One 
hopes that this library will not just 
be a fitting memorial to Ludu U Hla 
and Burmese intellectual life and 
political courage in general, but will 
help recreate a vibrant democratic 
discourse and vibrant intellectual life 
by the research and new writing that 
it encourages.”

Ludu Daw Ahmar met 
her husband U Hla first by 
correspondence when she was at 
university in the early 1930s and the 
two fell in love. After a year, they got 
married in Mandalay.

“My father posted two letters daily 
to my mother and those letters are a 
real history,” said Daw Than Yin Mar.

The family, which still operates the 
press today, lived in a village outside 
Mandalay during the Second World 

War and afterward suffered the 
dynamiting of their press in 1949, one 
year after independence from Britain. 
The family, the press and the library 
have all endured the hardships of 
modern history – all the while being 
a refuge for intellectuals with a 
multitude of political views.

Anna Allott, former head of the 
SOAS Burmese department, wrote in 
the guest book last year: “It is a fine 
realization of Daw Ahmar’s dream of 
a research library for all to consult.  
Her entire family are to be praised 
and thanked for realising her vision.”

Ludu Daw Hmar’s centenary, 
November 29, 2015, will be celebrated 
by her family and well-wishers this 
year. Daw Than Yin credits her father 
U Hla (1910-1982) with the idea of a 
library for posterity.

“When my father was publishing 
the youth magazine [Kyi Pwar Yay] 
in Yangon, he started to collect old 
books because he knew that they 
would one day be very valuable.  
He collected books throughout his 
career,” she said.

SINCE graduating with a degree in 
Korean from Yangon’s University of 
Foreign Languages, Ma Aye Thinzar 
Maung has dreamt of becoming a 
university teacher. Unfortunately, it 
is a dream that is unlikely to come 
true. In Myanmar, only physically able 
people are eligible to apply for jobs 
in government departments. And Ma 
Aye Thinzar Maung is blind. 

“I don’t understand why physical 
disability is a criteria for assessing a 
person’s ability to do an education- 
related job. After I graduated, I felt 
like I’d never be able to achieve 
my ambitions,” said Ma Aye Thizar 
Maung, who lost her sight as a 
result of a nerve-related disease in 
childhood.

The fact that Ma Aye Thinzar 
Maung even attended university is 
remarkable. According to a survey 
conducted by the Ministry of Social 
Welfare Relief and Resettlement 
in 2009, people with disabilities 
make up 2.3 percent of the country’s 
population. Only 2 pc of disabled 
people are educated to high school 
level, however, and only 1 pc graduate 
from university. 

According to a World Health 
Organization (WHO) estimate, there 
are 9 million disabled people in 
Myanmar.

Many disabled people are able and 
want to work, but they face myriad 
barriers. Yangon’s congested roads 
and dilapidated pavements pose a 
serious hazard, making it impossible 
for many disabled people to leave 
their homes without the help of an 
assistant. Querulous bus conductors 
often prevent disabled people from 
boarding buses, and the majority of 
schools and buildings are inaccessible 
to wheelchair users. 

In Yangon, there are only two 
state-run schools that offer inclusive 
education. As a result, many disabled 
children are forced to seek places at 
non-government schools such as the 
Myanmar Christian Fellowship of 
the Blind, the Mary Chapman School 
for the Deaf and the Eden Center – a 
school for disabled children.  

Despite being unable to apply for 
teaching jobs, Ma Aye Thizar Maung 
refused to give up. 

“Because I am not eligible to work 
in governmental departments, my 
teacher helped me apply for a job as 
a telephonist at an embassy. I was 
chosen for the position but later 
they had second thoughts and said 
they couldn’t employ me. They said I 
would have trouble with transport,” 
she said. 

Eventually, Ma Aye Thinzar Maung 
found a job at the Association of 

Myanmar Disabled Women Affairs, 
where she works as a trainer.

“People with disabilities find it 
difficult to find employment in the 
private sector. The government has 
never done anything to improve the 
lives of disabled people,” said Ma 
Nge Nge Aye Maung, chair of the 
Association of Myanmar Disabled 
Women Affairs.

“In Buddhism, a common belief 
is that if a man is disabled, he brings 
bad luck. Socially, some people hold 
condescending attitudes toward 
disabled people. Worst of all, disabled 
children are sometimes abandoned 
because their parents are ashamed 
of them. People with disabilities have 
had enough of being treated like 
second-class citizens,” she said.

There are no official figures for the 
number of disabled people employed 
in mainstream private sector-jobs, 
but numbers are thought to be small. 
Like Ma Aye Thizar Maung, many 
people with disabilities find work 
in non-governmental organisations 
that campaign on behalf of disabled 
people. 

“One hotel in Yangon employs 
three deaf people from the Mary 
Chapman School for the Deaf to 
work in the kitchens. I heard that 
the Sule Shangri-La hotel employs 
some disabled people, but companies 
should be employing more,” Ma Nge 
Nge Aye Maung said. 

On December 31, a draft law on 
rights for people with disabilities was 
published in state-run newspaper 
The Global New Light of Myanmar. 
The draft reforms provide a basis 
for realising equality by protecting 
disabled people from discrimination 
in employment, allowing them 
to apply for roles in government 
departments and ensuring they 
receive equal salaries. 

Ma Nge Nge Aye Maung says a 
change in the law cannot come soon 
enough. 

“The draft law will be discussed 
in parliament and I pray that it is 
enacted soon. It is a light at the 
end of the tunnel for people with 
disabilities.” 

 MILLION 

9
The number of disabled people in 

Myanmar

Zon Pann Pwint 
zonpann08@gmail.com

Ma May Zin Aung works as a web designer at Shwe Min Thar Enterprise. Shwe Min 
Thar Foundation campaigns on behalf of disabled people. Photo: Staff

A book from the shelves of Ludu Library depicts a group of Burmese dacoits 
or bandits circa 1912. Photo: Stuart Alan Becker
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Domestic workers from Myanmar 
forced into modern slavery
Chit Su
suwai.chit@gmail.com

UNABLE to move except for 
her head, Thuzar Myint lies 
motionless in the hospital 
bed. The bones in her right 
leg and back are broken and 

the bones on the left side of her body 
are cracked.

“I was unconscious for two weeks. 
Even now, three months later, my 
condition is not good. My fingers are 
still sore and I can’t hold anything,” she 
said.

On September 19, Thuzar Myint 
fell from the fifth floor of a building in 
Singapore where she had been working 
as a maid for three months.

“Some people think I jumped from 
the fifth floor to commit suicide. I 
didn’t. I was just trying to escape from 
my work, which was the same as being 
in hell,” she said. 

Sadly, Thuzar Myint’s story is just 
one of many told by Myanmar domestic 
workers who have suffered abuse 
and exploitation at the hands of their 
employers. In September 2014, the 
Myanmar government banned agencies 
from sending Myanmar citizens 
to Singapore as domestic workers 
following a series of scandals about the 
abuse of migrant workers engaged in 
such jobs.

According to the Myanmar Overseas 
Employment Agencies Federation 
(MOEFA), there are currently 30,000 
Myanmar domestic workers in 
Singapore.

MOEFA says it will sustain the 
temporary ban until the federation 
reaches an agreement with its 
Singapore counterpart on issues such 
as workers’ rights. 

“The Singaporean government has 
not responded to our requests to sign 
a memorandum of understanding 
on this issue. We tried to discuss the 
MOU with agencies in Singapore, but 
they didn’t reply. It may be because 
there are many maids working in 
Singapore illegally,” U Kyaw Htin 
Kyaw, secretary of MOEFA, told The 
Myanmar Times. 

Despite the ban, domestic workers 
have continued to go to Singapore in 
large numbers to work. For women 

such as Ma Wutyee, 30, the benefits of 
working overseas outweigh the risks of 
breaking the law. 

“I can’t make enough money to 
pay for my daughter’s education in 
Myanmar,” said Ma Wutyee, who 
worked as a maid in Singapore for two 
years. “I can make US$300 a month in 
Singapore. So I have to go back there 
whatever happens.”  

Ma Wutyee found work in 
Singapore through an agent that 
was not registered with MOEFA. 
She was told she would receive a 
monthly bonus of $30 in addition 
to her salary and that she would 
have every Sunday off. In return, 
she was told she would have to pay 
agent fees equal to 6 months’ salary. 
Instead, Ma Wutyee received only 
$20 a month and worked seven days 
a week with no holidays – and the 
agent kept nine months of her salary 
in so-called fees.

Most maids working in Singapore 
are unaware of their rights and are 
afraid to ask, for fear of being sent back 
to Myanmar. 

“If I’d complained, I knew I’d find 
it hard to find another employer,” Ma 
Wutyee said.

Thuzar Myint, 35, is a former 
garment factory worker. When the 
factory she worked at was closed 
following a wages dispute, she says she 
was left with no choice but to go to 
Singapore for work.

Like Ma Wutyee, she also found 
work though an agent who forced her 
to pay a fee, and even forced her to 
have her hair cut. But that was only 
the beginning of what was to become a 
nightmare for Thuzar Myint. 

“The family I worked for disliked 
me and scolded me all the time. I asked 
them to return me to the agency, but 
they didn’t send me back and tortured 
me instead. Some days, I didn’t get 
anything to eat all day,” she said.

After suffering months of abuse, 
Thuzar Myint eventually tried to escape 
from the family’s fifth-floor home by 
sliding down the guttering. She lost her 
grip and fell.

Migration experts have warned 
about poor working conditions for 
Myanmar nationals in domestic roles 
in Singapore. Stories of abuse and 

exploitation of domestic workers are 
commonplace.

But the story doesn’t end there. 
On March 5, 2014, Than Than Win – a 
migrant worker from Myanmar – was 
charged with murdering her employer, 
an 85-year-old Singaporean woman. 

Many Myanmar citizens believe that 
Than Than Win was driven to commit 
the crime as a result of mistreatment by 
her employer.

Myanmar maids are paid less than 
domestic workers from Indonesia 
or the Philippines, who receive on 
average $100 more than their Myanmar 
counterparts and work only six days per 
week. The reason is that, unlike most 
Myanmar maids, many Indonesian and 
Filipina domestic workers can speak 
English.

“Language is sometimes a big 
problem for [maids from Myanmar]. 
You have to repeat yourself many times 
and things don’t get done. Some of 
them will just pretend they understand 
you, but they don’t,” a Singaporean 
employer commented on a Singapore- 
based online parenting forum.

Agents hiring domestic workers 
from Myanmar operate a debt bondage 
system. The initial cost of a woman’s 

air ticket, visa and accommodation 
expenses is paid by the agent, and 
she is then expected to work until she 
has paid off her debt. What this often 
means, however, is that women are 
made to work for 6-12 months without 
pay, leaving them with nothing to send 
back to their families. Most women 
and girls who leave Myanmar to work 
in Singapore don’t understand this 
system of debt bondage, which is akin 
to slavery.

According to Singapore law, 
employers can send workers back to 
Myanmar without reason or pay. Even 
if migrant workers are sent home, 
however, agents still force them to pay 
off their debts. 

Many domestic workers like Ma 
Wutyee, however, feel they have no 
choice but to continue being exploited.

“I don’t want to, but I have to go 
back to Singapore for my daughter’s 
future,” she said.

Agencies hiring domestic workers operate a debt bondage system, forcing women to work for months without pay.  

‘My work was 
the same as 
being in hell’
Thuzar Myint
Domestic worker

Agencies continue to send domestic workers to Singapore for work despite a government ban
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weekly PreDictions
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taurus | apr 20 – May 20

Stop living by others’ rules 
and start functioning 
according to your own 
desires. you are in charge of 
yourself. Be courageous and 

able to say “no” to things you don’t want, 
and don’t be afraid to go after the things 
you do want. With an appropriate amount 
of motivation and effort, you can be 
anything you choose. you are the sum 
total of your choices.

VirGo | aug 23 – Sept 22

nothing is more powerful 
than an individual acting out 
of his or her own conscience 
with the aim of bringing the 
collective conscience to life. 

The fi rst step in changing your own world 
is to observe yourself with honesty. Take 
the time to get a realistic sense of the 
direction in which your life is headed. you 
must learn to relate to yourself before you 
can relate to others.

aQuarius | Jan 20 – Feb 18

People’s actions depend to a 
great extent on fear of loss. 
Power resides not in 
aggression but in conscious 
choices. Don’t let your 

emotional reactions determine what you 
can or can’t have in life. Work to enhance, 
rather than destroy, new relationships. 
Clear your soul, as clarity and purity are 
the main sources of mental power.

GeMini | May 21 – June 20

all development is 
self-development. The prize 
for good work is excellent 
motivation for more good 
work. your decision-making 

skills will be recognised as an essential 
ingredient for management. The easiest 
thing you can do is listen to the complaints 
of others, from which you can learn much 
about the value of different points of view.

libra | Sept 23 – Oct 22

a fearful soul is undeserving 
of gain, and courage without 
knowledge has no chance of 
taking the prize. Don’t be 
afraid to take risks in your 

life based on your own decisions. 
remember to love and value who you are 
and what you have to offer. Social 
relationships will enrich your life by 
providing great opportunities.

Pisces | Feb 19 – March 20

a friend is easier lost than 
found. use leading questions 
to get others to talk about 
their own interests. 
remember that you are not 

responsible for what other people think of 
you. a true friend will never speak 
disparagingly about you. avoid arguments 
and disagreements at all costs. a big 
dream may come true according to your 
desires.

cancer | June 21 – July 22

Increase your personal 
faith by standing on a 
foundation of strong social 
values. It is important to 
look with a purposeful eye 

while seeking value in the unexpected. 
There is no greater adornment – and no 
greater basis for the fl ow of insight-
wisdom – than purity of conduct. Inspire 
yourself to change fear and hatred into a 
life free from causing pain to others.

scorPio | Oct 23 – nov 21

Make everything as simple 
as possible, as a simple idea 
can have inspiring effects on 
the world. Contemplate deep 
questions with faith and 

confi dence, and your subconscious will 
take over and answer for you. your next 
logical step should be to pray for peace, 
harmony and understanding for others. 
use your positive nature to tune into the 
purity of love.

caPricorn | Dec 22 – Jan 19

Seek genuinely 
optimistic people as 
your potential partners 
and make enthusiasm 
a daily habit. Success 
in any sphere is the 
result of strong effort 

and concentrated attention. Being true to 
yourself is an important step in the 
development of freedom of thought. Love 
and education must be bound together to 
make the right decision.

aries | Mar 21 – apr 19

Calamity is the touchstone 
of a brave mind. Do not 
mistake folly for fate, but 
let the pause get a little 
longer or a little more 

awkward. Going too fast in the beginning 
can make people wary, suspicious, 
tense and sometimes even panicky. you 
should start out slowly and build trust, 
and then everything will fall into place 
more quickly and easily in the long run.

leo | July 23 – aug 22

View your relationships 
through the lens of 
understanding and humanity. 
Take a leader’s vision and 
make it reality. a difference 

of only a few minute can add up to a big 
difference on a cumulative basis. Decide 
what you must do in order to gain time for 
contingency plans. Seek encouragement 
from your lover and learn to value 
suggestions in all aspects of your life.

saGittarius | nov 22 – Dec 21

The principle of reciprocity is 
essential in any relationship. 
Believing in your capacity is 
the fi rst step to achieving 
anything you wish to achieve. 

your decision-making process needs to be 
compatible with your past emotional 
experiences. Overcome your inner 
tensions by keeping your mind clear and 
stable. Fearlessness is the fi rst requisite 
of spirituality and love.

british actor stephen Fry to wed 
boyfriend
British actor Stephen Fry said that he was “very 
happy” as he confi rmed that he planned to 
marry his 27-year-old boyfriend.

Fry, one of Britain’s best-known 
entertainers, became famous for his roles in 
comedy shows Blackadder and Jeeves and 
Wooster and now hosts the BBC panel show QI.

“Oh. It looks as though a certain cat is out of 
a certain bag. I’m very, very happy of course but 
had hoped for a private wedding. Fat chance!” 
said Fry in a Twitter post on January 6. 

The entertainer has given formal notice to 
wed Elliott Spencer at a register offi ce in the 
market town of Dereham, norfolk – close to 
where he grew up.

Fry’s personal assistant said no date for the 
wedding had yet been fi xed.

“Stephen Fry is very happy and proud to say 
that he has set the wheels in motion for a wedding some time in the future but 
no date has been set due to a busy work schedule.”

The broadcaster recently published the latest volume of his autobiography 
in which he writes about his 15-year drug addiction, admitting taking cocaine 
at a string of prestigious venues including the Houses of Parliament and 
Buckingham Palace.

The Global Gossip

Stephen Fry attends the 
world premiere of The 
Hobbit: The Battle of the 
Five Armies in central 
London on December 1. 
Photo: AFP/Leon Neal

Lena Dunham attends the 
Girls season four premiere 
at the American Museum of 
Natural History on January 5 
in New York City. 
Photo: Jamie McCarthy/Getty/
AFP

WAShiNGTON
rare glimpse of obama daughter 
causes online stir
after years of careful White House control 
over her few public appearances, a 
mysterious online image of fi rst daughter 
Malia Obama, 16, has gone viral.

The rare glimpse of a personal side 
of President Barack Obama’s oldest 
daughter – sister Sasha is now 14 – 
shows her wearing a T-shirt printed with 
the name of the Brooklyn rap group Pro 
Era.

The photo shows the lanky high 
school student – or someone who looks 
very much like her – mouth agape, 
looking directly into the camera as she 
arranges her long ponytail.

But no one seems to know who 
took the picture, or how it came to be 
circulated on the internet.

The viral dissemination of the image 
underscored the perils of life in the White 
House fi shbowl – particularly when its 
occupants are trying to raise children 
there – in the age of the internet and 
social media.

The White House – which has 
jealously guarded the Obama girls’ 
privacy – so far has not commented on 
the photo. – aFP

cameron Diaz marries punk band 
boyfriend
a-list actress Cameron Diaz has married her 
musician boyfriend Benji Madden in a private 
ceremony at their Beverly Hills home, reports 
said on January 6. 

“We couldn’t be happier to begin our new 
journey together surrounded by our closest 
family and friends,” the couple said. 

Forty-two-year-old Diaz and 35-year-old 
Madden – who plays guitar in punk band 
Good Charlotte, formed with his twin brother 
Joel – held an “intimate” rehearsal dinner 
over the weekend, reports said. 

US actress Cameron Diaz. 
Photo: AFP/Patrick Kovarik

SOuTh KOrEA
activist to drop 100,000 copies of ‘the interview’ on north korea 
by balloon
International tensions over The Interview may not be dying down just yet.

a South Korean activist has dreamed up a way to deliver the comedy – 
which is about an assassination plot against the leader of north Korea and 
stars Seth rogen and James Franco – directly to the isolated country.

activist Park Sang-hak said he will use balloons to start dropping 100,000 DVDs 
and thumb drives containing the movie over north Korea as early as January. The 
balloon airdrops will be done clandestinely, Park said, with the pace picking up in 
March, when he expects wind direction to be more favourable.

“north Korea’s absolute leadership will crumble if the idolisation of leader 
Kim breaks down,” Park said. 

The Interview has been at the heart of increasing tensions between the 
united States and north Korea. The computer systems of Sony Pictures were 
hacked in a cyber attack that appeared to be motivated by animosity toward 
the fi lm. after the FBI blamed north Korea, north Korea denied responsibility. 
Then, internet access in north Korea went down - and the dictatorial 
regime of Kim Jong un blamed the united States for what appeared to be 
a counterattack in retaliation for the attack against Sony. However, it is not 
clear whether the uS government or independent hackers was behind recent 
problems with the internet in north Korea.

It is unclear how successful Park’s efforts will be, however, in bringing The 
Interview directly to north Koreans. Many in the country may not have access 
to a computer, but access to televisions and DVD players is believed to be more 
widespread. – Washington Post
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As old as the Republic: France’s 
satirical press soldiers on
CHARLIE Hebdo, the magazine 
targeted in the January 7 massacre in 
Paris, is one of the few publications 
carrying on a French tradition 
of mocking religion and rulers 
in cartoons dating back to the 
Revolution.

“Here in France we hit hard and 
use drawing in a militant way – to 
challenge, denounce and demolish 
barriers,” Guillaume Doizy, an expert 
on the history of press cartoons, said.

Famed for its irreverent style, 
Charlie Hebdo, which was attacked 
by extremists claiming a mission 
to “avenge” cartoons depicting the 
Prophet Mohammed, is unique in 
France for its broad thematic sweep.

“It’s not only political satire 
but social critique, from ecology to 
economy and finance,” said historian 
Christian Delporte.

Blending biting irony and black 
humour, Charlie, as it is simply called 
by admirers, and Le Canard Enchaine 
– its investigative, somewhat subtler 
counterpart – are the custodians of 
a libertarian, anticlerical tradition 
which reached its pinnacle in the 19th 

century.
“These magazines know no 

taboos,” said Delporte, although as 
Cabu, one of the five cartoonists 
among the 12 victims of last week’s 
attack, once noted, “At Le Canard 
Enchaine, there are limits. At 
Charlie Hebdo, you can say and draw 
anything.”

Charlie Hebdo is the spiritual heir 
to L’Assiette au beurre, a satirical, 
anarchist paper from the early 
20th century that was anticolonial, 
anticlerical, anticonformist and 
antimilitarist.

Blending strong prose with a 
powerful pencil stroke, the paper 
“took on tyranny and all forms of 
authority at the time”, Delporte said.

Hard-hitting words and images 
were not, however, the sole preserve 
of leftist satirists. 

During the infamous 1894-1906 

Dreyfus affair – in which a Jewish 
army captain was wrongly convicted 
of leaking military secrets to Germany 
– and later in the inter-war years, 
right-wing and far right illustrators 
were “every bit as ferocious and 
talented”, Doizy said.

Press caricatures were a century 
old by then, having first made an 
appearance in the turbulent days of 
the French Revolution.

Back then King Louis XVI and 
Marie Antoinette were favourite 
targets of cartoonists, who drew the 
former as a pig and his spouse as a 
serpent. The clergy were also pilloried 
in printed comic strips.

But press cartoons really took off 
in the 19th century, peaking under the 
Second Empire of Napoleon III.

The Catholic Church and 
the Vatican were prime targets 
for caricaturists of the day, with 
churchmen often drawn in 
embarrassing postures. – AFP

Paris

French cartoonist of satirical 
newspaper Charlie Hebdo Jean Cabut 
shows the frontpage cartoon on 
August 15, 2011. Cabu was among the 
victims of a deadly attack led by armed 
gunmen on January 7.
Photo: AFP/Miguel Medina

Got an event?
List it in What’s On!
whatsonmt@gmail.com

january 12 - 18

ART
Until Jan 15 “The Final Exhibit”. 
Featuring more than 100 paintings and 
illustrations by 21 Myanmar artists 
across different mediums (oil, acrylics 
and water-colours). Gallery 65, 65 Yaw 
Min Gyi Road 10am-6pm

FILM
Start times at Mingalar (1, 2), Top Royal, 
Shae Shaung (1,2) and Nay Pyi Taw 
cinemas are 10am, noon, 2pm, 4pm, 
6pm and 8pm.

Start times at Junction Square and 
Maw Tin are 10am, 1pm and 4pm daily 
and 7pm and 9:30pm on Friday and 
Saturday.

Start times at Mingalar San Pya are 
10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 
9:30pm.

Nay Pyi Taw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda
Exodus: Gods and King. Directed by 
Ridlley Scott. Biblical epic.  
I Fine Thank You Love You. Directed by 
Mez Tharatorn. Thai comedy drama.  
Bugs 3D. Directed by Yan Jia. Chinese 
3D science fiction thriller.  

Mingalar Cinema 2, at Dagon Center 
2, Myaynigone
I Fine Thank You Love You.  

Shae Shaung Cinema, Sule Pagoda 
Road, Kyauktada 
Night at the Museum: Secret of the 
Tomb. Directed by Shawn Levy.  

Adventure-filled family film. 
Pyramid.  Directed by Grégory 
Levasseur.  American supernatural 
horror. 

Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut
The Hobbit: Battle of the Five Armies 
Directed by Peter Jackson.  3D epic 
fantasy adventure film. 

Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone Gyi 
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw
Night at the Museum: Secret of the 
Tomb.
I Fine Thank You Love You.  

MUSIC
Jan 12 Monday Blues. Mojo Bar, 135 
Inya Road, Bahan 9:30-11:30pm

Jan 13 Piano and guitar. Sky Bistro, 
20th floor Sakura Tower, 339 Bogyoke 
Aung San Rd, Kyauktada 7-10pm
Jan 15 Folk on Fire with L’N’R Band. 

Mojo, 135 Inya Road, Bahan 9:30pm

Jan 16 Jazz and world music. Aaron 
Gallegos Trio performs classic and 
modern art songs. Gekko, 535 
Merchant St, Kyauktada. 7pm

MISC
Jan 13 Gallery conversation and drinks. 
Pansodan Gallery, 289 Pansodan Street, 
Kyaukada, 7pm- late

Jan 7-Feb 28 Myanmar cultural show. 
An enchanting evening of Myanmar 
performing arts, taking you on a journey 
into the very heart of Myanmar history 
and culture.  Sein Lann So Pyay Garden, 
Inya Road, Kamayut 7-9pm. Tickets 
US$13-19

Jan 17 Burmese Language Club. 
Pansodan Scene, 144 Pansodan Sreet, 
2nd floor, Kyauktada 4pm
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GARBANZO BEAN SALAD

• 1 can garbanzo beans
• 200g tomatoes 
• 1 small red onion
• ½ cup coriander leaves
• 1 tablespoon olive oil (extra virgin 
preferred)
• 1½ tablespoons lemon juice
• 1 clove garlic
• ¼ teaspoon smoked paprika
• 2/3 tablespoon honey

Wash the tomatoes and cut them into halves. Next, slice the onions and 
soak them in water before squeezing out the excess water and patting 
them dry.

Drain the beans and rinse. Set aside. 
To make the dressing, add the olive oil, lemon juice, honey, garlic and 

smoked paprika to a jar and cover. Shake well to combine.
Add the tomatoes, onions, beans, coriander leaves and dressing to a bowl 

and toss together. 
Serve with grilled meat, seafood or curry.
Alternatively, I like to use this salad in wraps to make a quick and 

easy TV dinner. Try fi lling a roti or tortilla with mutton curry or barbeque 
chicken and then layer the garbanzo bean salad over the top before rolling 
into wraps.

Photos: Phyo

MY New Year’s resolution 
is to be more active and 
to eat a healthier diet. 
If, like me, you have 
resolved to drop a dress 

size, you are probably already feeling 
gloomy at the thought of a year spent 
eating boring vegetables. 

But dieting doesn’t have to be 
dull. These quick and easy salads are 
colourful and delicious, and make a 
great accompaniment to any meal. 
Perfect for a healthy work lunchbox 
or as a complement to an evening 
meal, they are sure to get your taste-
buds watering. 

Try making two portions of the 
carrot salad – store one portion in an 
airtight container in the fridge for a 
few days to make a delicious pickled 
carrot accompaniment for Asian, 
Mediterranean or Western dishes. 

CARROT SALAD
6 servings

• 3 large carrots 
• 3 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
• 1½ tablespoons caster sugar 
• ½ cup mint leaves 
• ½ teaspoon chilli fl akes 
• 1 tablespoon toasted sesame seeds

• 1 tablespoon salt

Peel the carrots and cut off  both ends. 
Next, use a peeler to cut the carrots 
into long ribbons. Using your hands, 
mix the ribbons in a bowl with the 
salt and set aside.

Mix the apple cider vinegar and 
sugar in a sauce pan and heat on a 
low heat until the sugar dissolves. 

Soak the carrot ribbons in the 
vinegar mixture and set aside.

Just before serving, mix the 
remaining ingredients into the carrot 
salad. Add salt and freshly ground 
black pepper to taste.

New Mandalay Hot Pot restaurant causes a stir

IN the southern part of Mandalay’s 
vast network of busy streets, a new 
restaurant called the Yummy Buff et 
Rotating Hot Pot opened in Mahar 
Aung Myay township on Christmas 
day.

Located on 66th Street at the 
corner of 43rd Street, Yummy is jointly 
owned by a sisterhood of four family 
members from Shan State, led by 
Tiff any “Thi Thi” Khaing and her 
younger sister-in-law Yin Hlan.

Yummy is the fi rst hot-pot 
restaurant in the area and the tables 
all have built-in, individual hot plates.  
The base soup can be ordered spicy 
or non-spicy and there’s a rotating 
sushi-bar-style conveyor from which 
customers can load their plates with 
meat, vegetables, tofu and a variety of 
noodles for cooking in the hot-pot. 

Open 10am to 4pm for lunch, the 
buff et costs K6000 for adults and 
K3000 for children aged 3 to 10.  
Dinner starts at 4pm and costs K7000 
for adults and K3500 for children.

Seafood choices include prawns, 
fresh crab and squid. There are also 
cubes of chicken blood available for 
more adventurous diners. Beverages 
include fresh fruit juices and, for 
dessert, ice cream, cake and fresh 
fruits are off ered. 

The Christmas day opening at 
Yummy started with a very early 
ceremony of Buddhist monks carrying 
out a blessing of the establishment 
followed by a full house of family, 
friends and well-wishers – many of 
whom arrived from Taunggyi. 

I chose the spicy chilli soup base 
which I loaded with sliced beef, 
noodles, various vegetables and 
mushrooms. You can adjust the heat 

on your own hot pot when your food 
is cooked to your liking, making 
this a perfect venue for even the 
most particular eaters. The choice 
of hot-pot ingredients on off er also 
makes this an ideal place to visit 
with vegetarian friends looking for 
an escape from the standard veggie 
option of vegetable fried noodles. 

Overall, the Yummy experience 
was professional, clean and family-

oriented. The novelty of cooking your 
own food is one that never seems to 
wear off , making this a fun dining 
option for meals out with family or 
friends. The sisters have invested a lot 
in the purchase of the hot-pot tables 
and rotating buff et bar, providing a 
high-quality, aff ordable off ering that 
– as the fi rst of its kind in the area 
– is likely to be a hit with Mandalay 
restaurant-goers.

food

Phyo arbiDans
phyo.arbidans@gmail.com

A healthy 
complement
to any
meal

stuart alan becker
stuart.becker@gmail.com

Restaurant Review

Photos:  Stuart Alan Becker

Food 8
Beverages 6
Value 6
Service 7
Xfactor 7

Restaurant Rating
Yummy Rotating 

Hot Pot
Corner of 66th Street and 43rd 

Street, Mahar Aung Myay, 
Mandalay
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Couch potatoes stay at home
Guests celebrated the opening of the Balance Fit-
ness gym in Bahan, Yangon on December 4. The 
running machines were turned off for the night 
and guests sipped on wine instead – safe in the 
knowledge that they could burn off the calories 
later. 

Rinnai anniversary bash 
Guests celebrated the 9th anniversary of Rinnai electricals in 
Yangon on January 8. 

A New Year knees up
Guests got to know each other over wine and finger food at the 
InterNations New Year networking event held at the Governor’s 
Residence hotel in Yangon. 

Aye Thida and Htwe Hla Han Marisa De Angelis, Annie Zhou, Theodor Strohal, Anna Mauosa and Jeannine Hollaus

Cat Frazer and Monlco

Daw Moe Moe Aye, U Khin Maung Htwe and guests

Naing Lin Win Naing and Kyaw Ni Khin Thidar Kyaw and Khin Hnin

Johnathan and Nathalie

Pwint Nadi Maung and guest

Model
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Invicta grand opening
Guests mingled with models at the opening of automobile 
specialist Invicta in Yangon on 3rd January.

Putting on the glitz
The opening of new Yangon jewellery store Htay 
Paing saw guests get dressed up on January 1. 
Ladies were given a glimpse of the store’s sparkly 
jewellery range, no doubt giving their husbands 
cause for concern…

Mimi Wu and Henry

Model

Kyaw Zin and Zin Aye Min

May Zin Kyaw, Khin Htwe and Khin Eain Mon

Models

Models

Ja Dim and Pye Sone

Staff
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Model
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

FMI = FMI Air Charter

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

FMI Air Charter
Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

Yangon to Nay Pyi Taw Nay Pyi Taw To Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:15 8:15 FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:35 9:35
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 10:45 11:45 FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:30 14:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 17:00 18:00 FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:20 19:20
FMI A1 6 8:00 9:00 FMI A2 6 10:00 11:00
FMI A1 7 15:30 16:30 FMI A2 7 17:00 18:00

Yangon to Mandalay Mandalay to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 775 Daily 6:00 7:10 YH 910 1,2,3,4,5,6 7:40 9:45
YH 909 1,2,3,4,5,6 6:00 7:40 K7 283 Daily 8:25 11:30
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:50 YH 918 1,2,3,5,6 8:30 10:45
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 W9 201 Daily 8:40 10:35
YH 917 1,2,3,5,6 6:10 8:30 YJ 881 7 9:00 10:10
YJ 881 7 6:30 8:45 YJ 891 Daily 9:05 10:15
YJ 881 1,2,4,5 6:45 9:00 YJ 881 1,2,4,5 9:15 10:25
W9 201 Daily 7:00 8:25 7Y 132 Daily 9:35 11:30
YH 835 1,7 7:00 8:40 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
YH 826 3 7:00 8:40 YH 830 5 11:05 14:55
YH 831 4,6 7:00 8:40 YH 836 1,7 13:20 14:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 9:20 YH 832 4,6 13:20 14:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YH 827 3 13:20 14:45

8M 6603 4 9:00 10:10 YJ 752 5 14:20 16:30
YJ 751 7 10:30 11:40 YH 912 2 15:30 17:25
YJ 751 3,5 10:45 11:55 YJ 762 1,2 15:50 18:00
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:10 YJ 762 4 15:50 17:00
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:10 YJ 602 6 16:25 17:35
YH 729 4,6 11:00 14:00 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 18:45
YH 829 5 11:00 15:05 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
YH 911 2 11:00 12:40 YJ 752 7 16:45 17:55
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 13:25 YJ 752 3 17:00 18:10
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 Y5 776 Daily 17:10 18:20
W9 251 2,5 11:30 12:55 W9 211 4 17:10 19:15
7Y 941 1,3,4,6 11:45 13:10 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
7Y 841 2,5 11:45 13:10 YH 732 Daily 17:10 19:15
7Y 943 7 11:45 13:10 8M 6604 4 17:20 18:30
K7 822 4,7 12:30 16:55 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 8M 903 1,2,4,5,7 17:20 18:30
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 YH 738 3,5,7 17:25 18:50
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 16:25 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
YH 731 Daily 15:00 17:10 YH 730 4,6 17:45 19:10
Y5 234 Daily 15:20 16:30 W9 252 2,5 18:15 19:40
W9 211 4 15:30 16:55

Yangon to Nyaung U Nyaung U to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 Daily 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 7:20 YH 918 1,2,3,5,6,7 7:45 10:45
YH 909 1,2,3,4,5,6 6:00 8:25 YJ 881 7 8:05 10:10
YH 917 1,2,3,5,6,7 6:10 7:45 YH 910 7 8:05 10:10
YH 909 7 6:30 8:05 YH 918 4 8:10 10:15
YH 917 4 6:30 8:10 YJ 881 1,2,4,5 8:20 10:25
YJ 881 7 6:30 7:50 YH 910 1,2,3,4,5,6 8:25 9:45
YJ 881 1,2,4,5 6:45 8:05 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 YJ 801 6 8:35 9:55
YJ 801 6 7:00 8:20 7Y 131 Daily 8:50 11:30
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 8:35 7Y 121 Daily 9:55 14:10
7Y 121 1 8:20 9:40 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 11:50 Y5 650 Daily 13:55 15:15
K7 264 Daily 14:30 16:40 K7 265 Daily 16:55 18:15
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 17:10 7Y 242 Daily 17:25 18:45
YH 731 Daily 15:00 17:55 W9 129 1,3,6 17:50 19:10
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 17:35 YH 732 Daily 17:55 19:15
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40

Yangon to Myitkyina Myitkyina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1,7 7:00 10:05 YJ 202 1,3 14:05 17:35
YH 826 3 7:00 10:05 YJ 202 2,4 14:05 16:55
YH 831 4,6 7:00 10:05 YH 836 1,7 11:55 14:45
YH 829 5 7:00 9:40 YH 832 4,6 11:55 14:45
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 13:50 YH 827 3 11:55 14:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 14:25 YH 830 5 12:30 14:55
7Y 841 5 11:45 14:35 K7 623 1,3,5,7 16:10 19:05
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 15:55 YJ 234 6 16:20 19:10

W9 252 2,5 16:45 19:40

Yangon to Heho Heho to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:05 YJ 891 Daily 8:20 10:15
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YH 918 4 9:05 10:15
YH 917 1,2,3,5,6,7 6:10 9:35 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
YH 917 4 6:30 9:05 W9 201 Daily 9:25 10:35
YJ 811 3 7:00 8:25 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 YH 918 1,2,3,5,6,7 9:35 10:45
W9 201 Daily 7:00 9:10 7Y 132 Daily 10:20 11:30
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 10:05 7Y 121 Daily 10:50 14:10
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
7Y 121 Daily 8:20 10:35 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 12:45 Y5 650 Daily 13:00 15:15
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 YJ 761 4 13:10 17:00
YJ 751 5 10:40 14:50 YJ 212 7 15:00 16:25
YJ 601 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 212 5 15:00 17:05
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YJ 752 5 15:05 16:30
YJ 211 5,7 11:00 12:25 YJ 202 4 15:30 16:55
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 12:25 YJ 202 1 15:30 17:35
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:55 YJ 602 6 15:40 17:35
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 7Y 241 Daily 15:55 18:45
YH 737 3,3,5,75 11:15 12:40 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
7Y 941 1,2,4,6 11:45 13:55 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 YH 732 Daily 16:25 19:15
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 K7 264 Daily 16:30 18:15
K7 264 Daily 14:30 15:45 YJ 762 1,2 16:35 18:00
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 15:40 YH 738 3,5,7 16:40 18:50
YH 731 Daily 15:00 16:25 W9 129 1,3,6 16:55 19:10
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 16:40 YJ 234 6 17:45 19:10

Yangon to Myeik Myeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 325 1,5 6:45 8:15 Y5 326 1,5 8:35 10:05
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 8:38 7Y 532 1,5 10:45 12:18
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 9:05 K7 320 2,4,6 11:30 13:35
Y5 325 2 15:30 17:00 Y5 326 2 17:15 18:45

Yangon to sittwe sittwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 12:55 W9 309 1,3,6 13:10 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 14:55 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

Yangon to thandwe thandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 13:50 7Y 122 Daily 13:20 14:10
7Y 122 Daily 12:15 13:05 W9 309 1,3,6 14:05 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 422 Daily 14:10 16:30
Y5 421 1,3,4,6 15:45 16:40 Y5 422 1,3,4,6 16:55 17:50

yangon to dawei dawei to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 8:10 K7 320 2,4,6 12:25 13:35
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 7:48 7Y 532 1,5 11:30 12:18

yangon to lashio lashio to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 7 10:30 12:45 YJ 752 7 13:15 16:30
YJ 751 3,5 10:45 13:00 K7 829 1,3 15:05 15:55
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 13:00 K7 829 5 15:05 17:25
7Y 741 1,5 11:30 13:18 YJ 752 7 15:40 17:55
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 YJ 752 3 15:55 18:10

7Y 742 1,5 16:00 17:48
YH 730 2,4,6 16:45 19:10

yangon to putao putao to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1,7 7:00 11:00 YH 836 1,7 11:00 14:45
YH 831 4,6 7:00 11:00 YH 832 4,6 11:00 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 11:00 YH 827 3 11:00 14:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 15:25 W9 252 2,5 15:45 19:40

yangon to chiang mai chiang mai to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 251 2,4,6 6:15 8:05 Y5 252 2,4,6 9:25 10:15
7Y 305 1,5 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 1,5 13:45 14:35

W9 9607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 9608 4,7 17:20 18:10



the pulse travel 61www.mmtimes.com

A company based in Singapore 
launched a mobile application on 
January 7 that enables Muslim foodies 
and travellers to share halal restaurant 
discoveries around the world. 

The free HalalTrip app, available for 
Apple iOS and Android devices, enables 
users to take and upload photos of halal 
dishes, write comments and share them 
through social media.

Clicking on a photo gives details 
about the dish as well as the location 
of the restaurant. The app, which has 
English and Arabic interfaces, also 
uses a traveller’s location to display 
photos of halal dishes served in nearby 
restaurants. 

The term “halal” is used for food, 

products and services that comply with 
Islamic requirements.

“Halal food is one of the biggest 
drivers of tourism for the Muslim 
market,” said Fazal Bahardeen, chief 
executive of HalalTrip, part of a 
Muslim-oriented business group called 
CrescentRating.

“When travelling, one of the main 
concerns of Muslims is halal food. What 
we did is to bring in a social media 
element into discovering halal food and 
making it more fun and more intuitive,” 
he said.

Fazal predicted the Muslim travel 
market would be worth US$192 billion 
a year globally by 2020, up from 
US$140 billion in 2013. – AFP

Singapore

A photo illustration shows a man displaying the HalalTrip app outside a 
restaurant in Singapore on January 7. Photo: AFP/Mohd Fyrol 

Firm launches mobile app to 
guide halal travellers

Tourists pose for pictures in front of images of revolutionary leaders in Havana 
on January 7. Photo: AFP/Yamil Lage

Cuba last week said it 
welcomed a record 3 
million international 
visitors in 2014, a rare 
bit of good news for the 

moribund economy which counts 
tourism as one of its mainstays. 

“Today we have broken a record. 
We have welcomed 3 million 
international tourists in 2014, up 
5.3 percent from last year,” state 
television reported.

Tourism is Cuba’s third-largest 
hard-currency earning pillar, bringing 
in US$2.5 billion last year. 

Cuban authorities no doubt are 
hoping that newly improved relations 
with the United States can help 
add to the industry’s bottom line. 
Earlier this month, the United States 
announced that it would end decades 
of estrangement and normalise 

relations with Cuba. 
US President Barack Obama 

moved to revive diplomatic ties and 
ease a trade embargo, ending 50 
years of hostility between the former 
Cold War foes. The United States and 
Cuba will hold their first meeting 
on January 21 in Havana, the State 
Department said on January 8.

At the moment, US travellers face 
a de facto travel ban unless they are 
on specially organised and licensed 
cultural exchange tours. The US 
Congress would have to remove US 
travel restrictions for a real American 
tourist stampede to the island to take 
place. Cuba’s nascent private sector is 
bracing for an influx of visitors should 
the US embargo ease, but many 
businesses in the communist country 
appear unprepared for a torrent of 
tourists. – AFP

Havana

Cuba welcomes 
record numbers

Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

International FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Y5 238 Daily 21:30 22:20
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45 TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 PG 703 1,2,3,4,5,6 16:45 17:35
PG 704 1,2,3,4,5,6 18:20 20:15 PG 703 7 17:55 18:45
PG 704 7 19:30 21:45 TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
Y5 237 Daily 19:00 20:50 8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45 DD 4230 Daily 6:30 7:15
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40 FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 258 Daily 21:30 23:15 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55 DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10 3K 581 Daily 9:10 10:40
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 12:45
MI 533 2,4,6 13:35 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
MI 519 Daily 16:40 21:15 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
3K 584 2,3,5 19:30 0:10+1 3K 583 2,3,5 17:20 10:40

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 14:00 18:00 8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 19:10 20:10
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15 MH 742 Daily 13:55 15:05
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20 AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 905 3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:10 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:50

YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50

MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50 CA 415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:15 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:40 18:10

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:05 VN 943 2,4,7 11:45 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40 QR 918 3,5,7 19:45 0459+1

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
KE 472 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 Daily 1:10 5:25 KA 252 2,4,6 22:20 0015+1

KA 250 1,3,5,7 21:50 23:45

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 914 Daily 22:10 06:45+1 NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 061 2 11:45 13:00 BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 061 5 19:45 21:00 BG 060 5 16:30 18:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 724 1,3,5,6 12:50 14:45 PG 723 1,3,5,6 11:00 11:55
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10

YANGON TO gaya gaya TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 3,5,6 10:30 11:50 8M 602 3,5,6 12:50 16:00

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40 PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

MANDALAY TO singapore singapore to mandalay
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
MI 533 2,4,6 15:45 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30

Y5 2233 1,2,4,5,6 7:50 14:15 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 14:50

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40 MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15
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ACROSS
1 Parrot with bright 

colors
6 Monastery’s 

main man
11 Violin part
14 Drop in one’s two 

cents
15 Beast of burden
16 What some winners 

take
17 With very little 

strength
19 Thai’s neighbor
20 Russian mountain 

range
21 Destinies
23 Big clumsy goofs
26 Thesaurus man
28 Pub pours
29 Fort location, 

sometimes
30 Wildebeests
31 Denzel Washington 

Oscar film
32 Arctic ocean 

covering
34 Equestrian sport
35 Boo-hoo
36 Come-___ 

(inducements)
37 To’s counterpart
38 College party 

staple
41 Worst finish
43 Stack of logs
45 Not foggy-headed
47 Low-___ diet
48 Pt. of MIT
49 Moore of films
50 About
51 Improves, 

as cheese
52 Postal worker
54 Touchdown 

guesses
56 Room lender
57 Useless
62 Curtain support
63 Linenlike fabric
64 Team racing event
65 Widths of some 

spaces
66 King-size antelope
67 Uneven, like a leaf 

edge

DOWN
1 Do a suburbanite’s 

chore

 2 Hairy creature
 3 Secretive government 

agency
 4 Elephant 

goads
 5 Gradual 

deterioration
 6 California seafood 

treats
 7 “Mac” alternative
 8 Car stoppers
 9 Circle, as planets
10 Dolls, balls, etc.
11 Appearing sickly, 

in a way
12 Click beetle
13 Certain photo 

type

18 “Bewitched” actor 
Dick

22 Teen’s hangout 
spot

23 Elevator 
pioneer

24 With a bow, to the 
orchestra

25 They’re not think tank 
material

27 Instinctive, 
as a reaction

31 “Nice!”
33 Party thrower
34 Estate court
37 Compelled to eat
39 “If all __ fails ...”
40 Comes down with

42 Seed 
covering

43 Major 
conflict

44 Former Turkish 
coin

45 Hold in esteem
46 Get emotional 

support from
47 Picture theater
50 Barge route
53 Boggy area
55 Piece of farmland
58 Shark “trademark”
59 U.N. workers’ agcy.
60 “___ in victory”
61 Pupil’s 

location

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

SEMI-TOUGH By Mary Jersey

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON



ASIA PLAZA HOTEL 
yangOn

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

General ListingThe Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classifi ed.mcm@gmail.com

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffi c Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Offi ce 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp, 
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon.Tel – 01-210588, 
09 73236679, 0973236680, 
Email- iomyangon@iom.int 
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel. 
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32, 
unicef.yangon@unicef. org, 
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane, 
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.
Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley), 
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6 
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand Road, 
Yangon. Tel : 251810, 
251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon.
Tel: 515275, 526144, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road, 
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978. 
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
Canada
9th Floor, Centerpoint 
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda 
Road, Yangon, Tel : 
01-384805 , Fax :01 
384806, Email : yngon@
international.gc.ca
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
221280, 221281.
Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy86@gmail.
com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
212178, 212520, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung 
San Museum Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 548951, 548952, email: 
info@rangun. diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  Tel: 391219,
388412, 
email:indiaembassy
@mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel: 
254465, 254469, email: 
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116, 
email: info@yangon.mfa.
gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Kuwait
62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp.
Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.
Laos A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 Fax – 
01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-2306046-9
Fax : 01-2305805
Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 222881 (Chancery 
Exchange) 
Philippines 50, Sayasan 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 558149-151,Email: p.e. 
yangon@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia No.6/S, 
Inya Yeiktha St, 10th Qtr, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, 
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344, 
Fax: (951) 657-983
Russia 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb @ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 559001, email: 
singemb_ ygn@_sgmfa. 
gov.sg
South Korea  97 University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4, 
515190, fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222812, 
Switzerland 
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 ½ 
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 534754, 507089. 
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkey
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 Strand 
Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of America 
110, University Avenue, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax: 
650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
511305

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313. 
www.cloverhotel.asia. 
info@cloverhotel.asia

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/ 
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No.1, Wut Kyaung St,
Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187, 
www.mkhotelyangon.com

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Winner Inn 
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
        229358 ~ 61, 
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

PARKROYAL Yangon, 
Myanmar 
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp. 
tel: 250388. fax: 252478.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com

Hotel Grand United 
(Chinatown)
621, Maharbandoola Rd, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 372256-58
(21st Downtown)
66-70, 21st Street (Enter 
from Strand Rd), Latha 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1) 
378201
(Ahlone Branch)
35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar 
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64; 
Email: grandunited.
head@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

186, Lu Nge Thitsar 
Street, on Thitsar Road, 
Yankin Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550 
283, +951-8550 284, 
+959-2540 63632, E-mail: 
enquiry@hotelyankin.com, 
www.hotelyankin.com

No.183, 35th St; Bet; 77th 

&78th Street, Mahar Aung 
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02 
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67 
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com,
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel
@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

Real Estate Service
Selling, Buying, Renting,
Tel: 09 2500 08127, 09 2541 
46420, 09 2541 46421.

Sakura Residence 
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Marina Residence 
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

No.520, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-559150 to 7
Fax: 01-559150

No.(3) Block (1 to 4), Near
Thanlyin Bridge, Thanlyin 
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: 056-22550, 09-8601892,
Fax: 056-22546,

No.(25, D1), New University
Avenue Road, Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-544491, 01-556601
Fax: 525028, 01-544604
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Excel Treasure Hotel
Yangon

Excel River View 
Hotel

Excel Palace Hotel

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (NAY PYI TAW)

Excel Capital Hotel
Nay Pyi Taw

No.(23/24), Yarza Thingaha
Rd, Dekhina Thiri Township
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 
Tel: 067-8106011 to 17, 
Fax: 067-8106020,
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Hotel Max, (Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177,
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com
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ARCHITECTS & 
MODULAR BUILDINGS

contactus@greenarc.net.au 
Tel : 09-730-22820

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

YANGON 
La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY
La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St,
bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

DELIVERY SERVICE

Crockery
No.27-B, Kabaaye
Pagoda Rd, Teak Villa, 
Mayangone Tsp,
Tel: 09-4200-49459. 

CROCKERY

Express Courier & Cargo
One Stop Logistic Solution 
Ygn, Hot Line: 011224270

FITNESS CENTRE

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfi tnessmyanmar
@gmail.com
www.realfi tnessmyanmar.com

ENTERTAINMENT

ELECTRICAL

Learn to dance with 
social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St,
Botataung T/S, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-392526, 
        01-1221738

DUTY FREE

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure 
Mandalay International 
Airport, Departure
Offi ce: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting
Capital Markets

CONSULTING

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897.
info@venturaoffi ce.com, 
www.venturaoffi ce.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road, 
7½ miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04. 
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

CONSTRUCTION

COFFEE MACHINE

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

COMPUTER

COLD STORAGE

Royal Ayeyarwaddy 
Co.,Ltd.
No.(7) , 87th St, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-254249628, 09-
254296248, 09 254249629.
(Mdy Ph: 09 73103051, 
73103052) www.pqi-group.
com, www.royal-
ayeyarwaddy. com

BOOK STORES

• 150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.

Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr@gmail.com
• 15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
• # 87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th  

St, 77th St, Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay. 
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:
• # 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp, 

Yangon.
Tel: (09) 5116687

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-246551, 375283,
09-2132778, 09-31119195.
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

CAR RENTAL

• First class VIp 
Limousine car rental.

• professional english 
Speaking drivers.

• Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

• call us now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

MyAnMAr exeCutive 
LiMousine serviCe

MyAnMAr exeCutive 
LiMousine serviCe

HOT LINE:
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

English I Wi-Fi I Insured I 
Concierge I Refreshment 
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232,
www.centurionauto.com

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center 
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

we stArted the Advertising
industry in MyAnMAr sinCe 1991

M A R K E T I N G  &  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

A D V E R T I S I N G

AGRICULTURAL 
TRACTOR

The World’s Best Selling 
Tractor
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 508 5217
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

GENERATORS

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA 
@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy  Clinic.
Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage - 
12,000 Ks
No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM
Tel : 09-8615036

HEALTH SERVICES

GLASS

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 542979, 
553783, 09-732-16940. 
Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacifi c.
myanmar@gmail.com.

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Made in Spain
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

Your Power Solution

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar@
gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable Jeweller

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011, 
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing),
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2), 
Capital Hyper Mart, 
Yazathingaha Street, 
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

FORKLIFT

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

Ruby & Rare Gems 
of Myanamar

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

Made in Taiwan
Bldg No. F/S (2), 
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd., 
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312 
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@ 
universaltractormyanmar. 
com

Your Lifting Solution

Self Drive Daily Rental
   Brand New left Hand 

Drive
   Comprehensive insurance
   Daily Rental (24 hours)
   Unlimited Kilometres
   24/7 Roadside assistance
www.yomafl eet.com
soe@yomafl eet.com
+95 9 4500 35280

Super Car Rental
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        09-2520-92244

SUPER
Car Rental

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933. 
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

AIR CONDITIONSavoy Hotel 
129, Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut tsp. 
tel: 526289, 526298, 

Sedona Hotel 
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel 
92 Strand  Rd. tel: 243377. 
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

Sule Shangri-La Hotel 
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com
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24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238
        +959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Heaven Pizza
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township. 
Tel: 09-855-1383

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

G-01, City Mart 
(Myay Ni Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by 
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928, 
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382, 
www.exploremyanmar.com 
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER TREATMENT

WEB SERVICE

WATER SOLUTION

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

Aekar
Company Limited

Web Services
All the way from Australia –
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop, 
smartphone & tablets, 
online shopping with 
real-time transaction, 
news/magazine site, 
forum, email campaign 
and all essential online 
services. Domain 
registration & cloud 
hosting. Talk to us: (01) 
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554. 
www.medialane.com.au

WATER HEATERS

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road.
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Water & Wastewater 
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package 
Fiberglass Wastewater 
System for Offi ces, 
Condominiums & Hotels 
Project. Can Design for 
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571, 
01-218437~8

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

Coffee & Snack Bar
Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar,
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon@gmail.com

INSURANCE

Fire, Motor and Life 
Insurance
44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel : 01- 8610656        
Mob : 09-420053502
Email: maythet@gw-
insurance.com
www.gw-insurance.com

No.(68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141, 
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084. 
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital 
myanmar.com, 
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNITURE

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 660769, 664363.

150 Brand NEW 
International Standard 

Rental Apartments
Hotline : 09 43 200 845
  09 250 516 616
email : rental.starcity@ 
  gmail.com
www.starcityyangon.com

HOUSING

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate 
Gated Golf Community 

HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS 

SERVICED APARTMENTS 
Available Immediately

RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing, 
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 800, 684 013
phgemarketing@gmail.com
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

HOTEL SUPPLY

Premium Chef Uniform
Building B-1, Room 001, 
Myittar Street, Tamwelay, 
TamweTsp, yangon.
Tel: 01-556703, 09-
5408885, 09-5067816
 Email: 
theworkwearmyanmar@
gmail.com

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
Offi ce Tel: 01-380382, 
09-509-1673, Show Room: 
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye 
(2) Street, Industrial Zone 
5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar 
Yar Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com, 
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk, 
Please call for any enquiry.

Executive Serviced Offi ces
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410

SERVICE OFFICE

STEEL STRUCTUREFANITARY WARE

Design, Fabrication, 
Supply & Erection of Steel 
Structures
Tel : (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com 

Executive Serviced 
Offi ce, Registered 
and Virtual Offi ce, Hot 
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.offi cehubservices,com

STORAGE

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods 
provided,
Mobile: 09-253 559 848,
Email: YangonStorage@
gmail.com

SC STORAGE YANGON

Faucets| Showers| 
Sanitarywares| Bathroom 
Accessories, Ph: 379671, 
256622, 399464, 09 9771 
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON”

REAL ESTATE

Residence rooms for 
rent. Fully furnished, 
(long term). Convenient, 
pleasant environment to 
stay.
No.12/B 43, Shwe Kainnayi 
Housing Complex, Nanataw 
Street, Kamayut Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel: (959) 731 46086, (959) 
5040247,
E-mail: chitsu.win@gmail.
com

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
79-D, Bo Chein St, Pyay Rd, 
6½ Mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Tel: 654810~654819
        654844~654848

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
No.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr,
32nd St (between Maha 
Bandoola Rd and Merchant 
Rd), Pabedan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

PAINT

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints
 DECORATIVE COATINGS
 PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 MARINE COATINGS
 POWDER COATINGS

Jotun Myanmar (Services) 
Co. Ltd.
G-7, May Kha Housing, 
Lay Doung Kan Road, 
Thingangyun Township, 
Yangon-Myanmar
Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

SCHOOLS

RESORT

English Education Centre
Nursery - Primary
(15 months - 12 years)
55 (B), Po Sein Road, 
Bahan Township. 
Tel : (951) 546097, 546761.
Email: imm.myn@gmail.com

 I nternational 
M ontessori 
M yanmar

Horizon Int’l School
235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat 
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926,
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

No.695, Mahabandoola 
Road, (Between 19th & 
Sint Oh Dan Street), Latha 
Township, Yangon.
Ph: 01-395816, 396817

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Max Resort (Chaung Tha)
Tel      :  042 42346~9
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t
No Fees for  Cl ients, 
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

For House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795. 
Mobile. 09-512-3049. 
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOVALISTS

Golden Land Real Estate
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        01-242370

Home Outdoor Offi ce
99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LANGUAGE

Master Burmese Faster!
Professional Burmese 
Language Course for All 
Levels
436, Top fl r, Thein Phyu Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyut Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 09-4316 8422
www.moemyanmar.com
Email: register.mmlc@
moemyanmar.com

OFFICE FURNITURE

Tel : 01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrdrs.com

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Room No. 1101, 16th Flr, 
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower, 
Corner of Anawrahta Rd 
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
        218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com, 
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

01 9000 712~3, Ext 330/332,
Email: enquiries.HM@
mmrdrs.com, www.
hermanmillerasia.com

Home Outdoor Offi ce
99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

LIGHTING

Home Outdoor Offi ce
99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Yangon International 
School (YIS)
Grades, Pre-school -  
Grade 12.
American Curriculum.
117, Thumingalar Housing
Thingangyun Tsp
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel  : 95 1 578171, 573149
Fax : 95 1 578604
Website :
www.yismyanmar.com



PropertyGeneral

HOW TO GET A FREE AD
By Fax	 : 01-254158
By Email	 : classified.mcm@gmail.com
By Mail	 : 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

Buy space ON THESE PAGES
Call: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

FREE
Rent/Sale

Pent house new 
condo. 3500 sqft, 2 
master room. 2 single 
room, parquet floor, big 
surrounded balcony, nice 
view, 6 aircons, semi-
furnished. 24 electricity 
with back-up generator. 
For rent: 4500US Dollar 
per month (nego:) for 
sale : 7500 Lakhs (nego:) 
Ph: 09-795-413742

Housing for Rent
SOUTH OKKALAPA, 
Innwa St, Block 6, 75 
meters away from Thitsar 
Road & Wayzayantar 
Rd, 15 minutes drive 
to Sedona Hotel, Kabar  
Aye  Pagoda Rd. 19' x 58'; 
5th Flr, Pile Foundation, 
1MBR, 1SR, Kitchen, 
living Rm, 1 Bathroom, 
1 Toilet for common use, 
Korea Parquet Flooring, 
full furnished, 3 AC, 
Beds, Mattresses, Gas 
Cooker, Fridge, Washing 
Machine, Settee for living 
room, Water heaters for 
Bathroom, Own Meter & 
Motor for Water Filling, 
Underground Water 
Tank, 1000 L Overhead 
Water Tank. Call 95 9 250 
282 178, 95 9 513 7629

Modern  House for Office 
/ Residental : No.112 (D), 
Thanlwin Rd (former 
windermere) Golden 
Valley (1), Bahan, 2½ 
Storey-Building, 1MBR 
(Bathroom attached), 
3SR, Dinning Kitchenette, 
Spacious living room, 
Broad verandah Sky-
view, Nice Lawn & 
Good ventilation, 3000 
sqft (total), Line phone 
connected with internet, 
6/8 Cars parking space 
avaliable, Main Thanlwin 
Rd, Connection both to 
University Avenue Rd 
and to Inya Rd, Subject 
to negotiatlion on interest. 
Ph : 09-502-1117.

(1).Near Shwedagon  
Pagoda, near Embassy 
area, new condominium, 
1800 Sqft, 3 MBR, fully 
furniture , USD 5000. (2).
Near Kandawgyi lake, 
1250 Sqft, 1 MBR , 2 
SR, semi furniture, USD 
2500. (3).Near Junction 
Square and SK hot pot, 
4 Flr apartment , 1200 
sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, semi 
furniture, 1500 USD. (4).
Near Park Royal hote, 
condominium pen house, 
2000 Sqft, 1 MBR, 2 SR, 
fully furniture, 4500 USD. 
(5).Near Kandaw gyi 
hotel, condominium, nice 
view,2500 Sqft, 2 MBR, 2 
SR, fully furniture, 5000 
USD. Ph: 09-4921 4276.

(1).Golden valley, 
Inyar Myaing St, 5600 
Sqft, 3 MBR, 1 SR, fully 
furniture, 7000 USD. (2).
Golden valley, Than Lwin 
street, 2 RC, 7500 Sqft, 5 
MR, fully furnished , USD 
12000. (3).Yankin, near 
Aung Zayya St, 3 RC, 
5600 Sqft, 2MBR, 2SR, 
good for residence. USD 
4000. (4).Thuwana, Bo 

Joke quarter, 2 RC, 7800 
Sqft, 1 MBR, 3 SR, good 
for use office, USD 4000. 
Ph: 09-2570 3331.

dagon Tsp, Near Park 
Royal Hotel, 2300 Sqft, 
Composed of 6 rooms 
(for living people or 
office) Ground Floor, 
3000 USD per month, 
Ph: 09-312-87827.

dagon, Near Park 
Royal Hotel, 1250 Sqft, 
One bed room with Toilet, 
one single bed room. Lift, 
fully furnished, 1400 
USD per month, Ph: 09-
7958-84155.

pearl Condo, Near 
Mya Yeik Nyo Hotel, 
1800 Sqft, 1 MBR, 2BR, 
AC4, 10 Floor, Building 
D, Fully furnished, USD 
2200 per month, Ph: 09-
7959-40545.

bahan, Near Chatrium 
Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 
RC house, 3 Rooms 
with Toilet, 3 A/C, 2 
cable phones, wide car 
parking, USD 2500 per 
month, Ph: 09-2500-
26350.

SANCHAUNG, Bargayar 
Rd. Suitable for 
commercial, 1½ floor 
inside. 20’ x 80’, Ground 
Floor. Contact: 09-513-
6589.

MODERN HOUSE 
For Office/Residential 
Use: Convenient 
place in Bahan (near 
Shwegondine Junction). 
Land: 7,000Sqft. House: 
3,750Sqft (2RC / 4 years 
old). 5 car parking spaces. 
3MBR, 1BR, study and 
maid rooms. 7A/C, 
Generator, hot water, 
etc.. Fully furnished. 
Fully equipped with 
electrical appliances. 
High-speed internet 
ready (both RedLink 
Wi-max and fiber cable). 
Now being used as office 
+ residence. Available 
in mid-Jan 2015. Rent: 
USD 5,800 (negotiable).
Ph: 09-4200 86237

Myaynigone, Newly 
decorated apartment, 
good lighting & ventilation 
<http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Ventilation_%
28architecture%29>, 
high floor, clear view to 
Shwe Dagon Pagoda at 
quiet location, walking 
distance to Myay Ni 
Gone City Mart, Dagon 
Centre, close to Uwizara 
Road.Rental fee $900/
month. Ph: 09-2500-
84265 

Available Service 
apartments : (1)At 
Shwe Gone Dine (2)
At Tamwe (3)At Ka Bar 
Aye (4,At Nar Nat Taw (5)
At strand (6)At Thamine, 
Ni Wah Residences. 
Ph : +95-95019648, 
+95-1430306. Email : 
Bff1983@gmail.com HL

Office Suites for 
Lease : Pearl Centre, 
Bahan Township, Kabar 
Aye Pagoda Road. 500-
10,000 sq-ft available 
at affordable rates. 
Contact: 09-4303-0288 
slee888@gmail.com

Large Clean Room 
to rent in share house. 
Fully furnished. Kitchen 
and utensils. Aircon. 
Free Wifi. Sky Net, TV, 
10 min walk to Junction 
square shopping mall, 
KBZ band downstairs with 
ATM, Restaunts around 
inclluding Fuji. Add: A-4-
7, Highway Complex, 
Kamayut tsp, $ 550 p/m, 
Available 22nd Dec. 
Contract takeover until 
late April. Call or text to 
Dale t : +959-253558607.

bahan, Near Chatrium 
Hotel, Po Sein Road, 
2 RC house, 3 Rooms 
with Toilet, 3AC, Cable 
phone, wide car parking. 
USD 2500/- per month, 
Please contact 09-2500-
26350, 09-7958-84155.

office space to let  
3100 sqm available over 
5 floors in a 12-storey 
building with car park, 
restaurant, multi function 
hall and apartments. 
Please contact - Ph: 09-
431-34381.Email : office-
mm@uniteammarine.
com, web : www .facebook.
com/officespaceyangon

Housing for Sale
Mayangone, Muditar 
Condo 1, 8 th Flr, 650 
sqft, Parquet, lift, Special 
Discount (Until 2014 
Dec) Price - 275 lakhs. 
Ph:09-2542-09327, 09-
730-28441, 01-226885

"Chaungtha Village, 
behind the bus terminal 
we sell a beautiful wooden 
house, 3 rooms+kitchen 
& European bathroom 
and a large veranda. 
Situated in a gorgeous 
garden (40×80) where 
we run a restaurant 
business. Provided by 
solar system for lights 
inside and outside we 
also have a fridge running 
for 24 hours and pump 
for water tank . Price 
1500 lakhs completely 
furnished and equiped. If 
interested call to Ko Thein 
Win  09 422445138 or 
write to magdaguer2@
gmail.com, we can send 
photos"

Mawlamyine, 2RC 
(water + electricity 
included), 60'x80', on 
Bogyote Aung San 
Rd, near Mawlamyine 
University. Price: 
negotiable. Ph: 09-515-
8738

Kandawgyi condo, 
nice view with all big  
glass window around, 
2 rooms, 2 bathrooms 
and toilets, hot water 
system., decorated 
with european style and 
standard quality, eighth 
floor, 2200 sqft, 4000 
Lakh. (nego:) Ph: 09-
7954-13742

(1)Pearl Condo, 1750 
sqft, New building,Good 
water for 3500 Lakhs. 
(4) Pyay Rd, Diamond 
Condo, 1650 sqft, Nice 
View, Newly Rm, Nobody 
Stay there.  4500 Lakhs. 
Call Maureen: 09-518-
8320.

Education
STUDY GUIDE, Need help 
with your studies? I can 
ensure that you have that 
extra time and attention 
you need to succeed. 
I am a qualified tutor, 
with stright A's in GCE 
A levels and four gears 
of experience, tutring 
students of Grade 5 ~ 
12, GCE O and A levels, 
Sat and IELTS. Ph: 01-
253543, 09-519-0543.

Mathematics Teaching 
: Students (Grade 1 
to 9 from YIS, ISM, 
ISY, Yangon Academy, 
MIS & MISY) who are 
weak in Mathsand don’t 
know how to solve the 
problems. Guide : only 
Maths for IGCSE O 
Level students who will 
sit for the exam in 2015. 
DawNaingNaingAung, 
B.Com (Q), No. (6), 
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw, 
Yankin. Ph : 544594, 09-
500-4993.

guide for 2nd M.B.,B.S, 
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.

PRIMARY - International 
school, Private school: Kg 
to Primary 4 Home guide. 
Ph: 09-4200-33613.

IGCSE, GCE, SAT,  
PHYSICS. Saya U M 
T (since 1984). Ph: 09- 
730- 52859

English for international 
school students who want 
to practice or improve 
their English including 
literature and language 
art (principle of written 
English) for SAT . If you 
had tried as much as you 
can to follow the lesson 
and  you will get good 
experiences and skill. 
.This program will help 
you capability and fill 
your luck of knowledge..
Middle school students 
can study in a small class. 
U Thant Zin, 28-3B, Thati 
Pahtan St, Tamwe, Ph:01- 
5035350, 09-3102-1314, 
09-3192-4423.

Teaching and guide, 
KG to Primary 6. For Int'l 
school (MIS . YIS. MISY. 
ILBC. CISM. ISM. PISM. 
TOTAL. Horizon.) Ph:09-
4200-87050.

LCCI Level I,II & III, 
Teaching, Study guide 
& Old questions. Ph: 
09-4211-34427.

English  (home tuition) 
speaking, grammar, 
issue. letter, academic 
writing. SAT. TOEFL. 
IELT. GCE, IGCSE. 
GMAT 4 skills. local  &  
international  school 
English. English  for  
Japaneses children  
and  adult. Home  tuition, 
courses  are  avail e  now.  
you  can contact to Saya 
U Kyi Sin (Mumyint Thar)
Ph: 09-4210-67375. 
www.kyisinplb.blogspot.

com
English teaching. 
Chinatown area. 
1 year teaching 
Myanmar students, 
20 years experience. 
Conversation, listening 
&  IELTS training. Please 
call 09-517-3255.

Chemistry Tutor 
required for international 
high school student. 
Must speak English. Ph: 
09-502-2834

teacher Myo (G.C.E 
O/A, U.K) (1) Grade X.XI 
(All Subjects). (2) IELTS, 
Interview. (3)IGCSE, 
BCA (All subjects). 
No.37, 4 Flr, Yay Kyaw 
St. Ph: 09-732-21317, 
09-513-2373

home Tuition: For 
students from Int'l 
schools such as 
Horizon, ILBC, YIES, 
ISY, MIS, MISY, PISM. 
All subjects for Primary 
and Secondary Classes. 
Tel: 09-4200-84493.

Expert Services
ZCL(Y.U.F.L) Translation 
Service. Ph : 09-
250-666325. email: 
atar1990@gmail.com

Translating & 
Interpreting Service: Part 
time service for English to 
Burmese to English. For 
business Correspond 
ing, Emails, Faxs & 
letters. Conferences & 
business communities 
for Local companies and 
offices. Service offered 
in person, by phone and 
fax, mobile and emails.  
Phone: 09-2540-43372

Myanmar Access 
Int'l Co., Ltd provides 
the following services. 
ISO Implementation 
Programme, Human 
Resource Development 
P r o g r a m m e , 
Hospitality Manage 
ment Programme, 
Project Management 
Programme, English 
Training Programme. 
If you are interested, 
please contact us at Ph: 
09-731-18749, 09-732-
40764 or  email us at ; 
zinminpon@gmail.com, 
kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

foc Rental Services of 
condos, landed houses, 
offices and commercial 
properties. Our listings 
can be checked in http://
goo.gl/tyCuoe, Email: 
dr.thihathit@icloud.com, 
09-430-83781. 

COrporate Banking, 
Finance, Advisory, 
Capital Raising Services 
& help with foreign 
investment, private 
equity for Myanmar 
companies; pls contact 
info@firstrangoon.com

We provide stay in 
Domestic Helper to do all 

your household chores.
If you need please call 
09-250598349 or 01-
571699."

Efficient Goldsmith 
Software Effective for all 
goldshops & goldsmiths 
@ Efficient Soft. Ph: 09-
505-3762, 09-517-1061, 
09-2503-54344.

For Rent
We have Cars for 
rent. (Expert use only).  
Mid size wagon. Now 
only350.000kyats per 
month with deposit for 
long term. company ID 
required. Call 09 730 
33776.

For Sale

Language
U MYA HAN, French, 
English & Myanmar  
Classes. Ph: 09-731- 
74940

Native speaker from 
Canada with BA & MA 
and almost 20 years 
of experience teaching 
Asian students. Most 
of my students like me 
because I am very kind 
and friendly, and I try to 
encourage them in their 
language learning.  I 
can help you with your 
pronunciation, listening, 
IELTS and other skills. 
Please call me at 09 
2600 24934.

WITHIN 24 hours can 
make you confident in 
Burmese Language 
speaking scripts! 
Teacher Phyu Phyu 
Khin : 09-4200-52527, 
phyuporcupine@gmail.
com, Add : 56/I, Thiri 
Marlar Lane, 7.5 mile, 
Pyay Rd, Yangon.

HLC, High language 
centre, Hindi, English 
& Myanmar, (Writing, 
Reading & Speaking) 
by an expert teacher. 
Ph: 09-4210-98790.

myanmar Language 
Tuition: Foreigners 
wishing to learn 
Myanmar language, 
with a small group, may 
please contact by phone: 
09-301-99028.

LANGUAGE Proficiency, 
Effective & Scientific 
way Tutor, Translator, 
Interpretor, (Such 
languages: Hindi, 
Sanskrit, Bengali, Nepali, 
English & Myanmar) 
R.S. Verma, B.Sc, (Bot), 
Yangon, (UFL-English), 

Yangon. Email: rsverma.
myanmar@gmail

Burmese Speaking 
for foreigners : In-home 
tutoring.  email: burmese.
tutor2014@gmail.com

an experienced 
Chinese (Mandarin) 
teacher here in Yangon, 
Myanmar.  I have over 
6 years teaching in 
Singapore. Please do 
not hesitate to contact 
me for an evaluation.  
I’m a professional 
teacher who will help you 
improve your speaking, 
reading & writing skills. 
I use Singaporean 
text books & Chinese 
speaking/conversation 
books for teaching 
speaking, reading & 
writing in Mandarin. 
I’m available Monday-
Sunday with a flexible 
schedule. I also teaching 
Myanmar Language to 
all Foreigner. For more 
details please call the 
number below. If I don’t 
answer please send me 
a SMS.

Training

Mandalay Computer: 
Computer for Kids, 
Basic Accounting for 
Job I-Office ,  Advanced 
Excel Course, DTP 
Course  MYOB Software, 
Peach Tree Software, 
Window Shortcut 
Course, Email & Internet 
Course  Mp3, Mp4, Video 
Editing, Multimedia  
Course. Ph:09-4440-
11279(MDY)

T e r r a M ya n ma  r -
Land Survey Training 
Course Contents (Basic) 
Trigonometry, Angles, 
bearings, azimuths & 
coordinates, Leveling, 
Topographic survey: 
field procedures, data 
format, data download, 
upload, data processing, 
Construction survey, 
GPS Course Contents 
(Advance) Coordinate 
geometry, data 
processing & map 
compilation Coordinate 
transformation, GIS data 
collection & mapping, 
Differential correction, 
Static survey for GCP, 
Network design & 
Logistic plan, Baseline 
processing & network 

adjustment, PPK/Stop 
& Go survey for GCP 
& topo data collection, 
GPS site calibration, 
RTK Survey for setting 
out & topo data collection 
No.A1, Shwe Ingyin 
Housing, Thuwana 
Juction, Thingungyun, 
Tel: 01- 569944, 09- 
4308-3273.

Myanmar Access 
International provides 
the following services. 
ISO Implementation 
Programme. Human 
Resource Development 
Programme. Hospitality 
Management Program 
me. Project Management 
Programme. English 
Training Programme. 
If you are interested, 
please contact us at 
09-731-18749, 09-
732-40764 or email : 
zinminpon@gmail.com, 
kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

ROYAL JOURNEYS, 
Learn English for life : 
How to make English 
part of your lifestyle, 
English communication 
skills, Business 
English, Hospitality & 
tourism Management, 
Management leadership 
& superior training. 61, 1A 
Flr, 13 St, Bet : Anawrahta 
Rd & Mahabandoola Rd, 
Landmadaw tsp. Ph: 09-
4316-6443.

Travel
JPM Journeys Princess 
Myanmar Travel & Tours : 
Domestic & Int'l ticketion, 
Hotel accommodation 
bookings, Package 
tours, Visa on arrival, 
Publics buses, trains, 
river boats, Off the 
beaten track, Individually 
tailored incentive tours, 
Special event tours, 
Expert guides for all 
journeys princess 
Myanmar tours. Ph: 
09-731-45835, 09-252-
030997. Email : jpm.
sales3@gmail.com, jpm.
rsvn@gmail.com

Public Notics
Community Partners 
International, Yangon 
office relocated to the 
following address- No. 
(12/B), Hnin Si Lane, 
Parami  Road, Chaw dwin 
gone, Yankin Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar. Ph: + 
95 1 657909

The Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia is pleased 
to invite pre-qualified 
companies to tender for 
supply and installation 
of Physical Security 
System  at Embassy 
Building. All interested 
Tenders are required in 
advance to purchase 
the Documents for 
specification and General 
Contractual terms, which 
will be obtained from: 
The Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia : No.6S, 
InyaYeiktha Street, 
Ward 10, Mayangone, 
Yangon, Myanmar

We provide the following 
Training, CISCO, CCNA, 
CCNP, MICROSOFT, 
MCSA, MCSE, LAB, 
EC-COUNCIL CEH, 
SECURITY ADMIN. 
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.

The Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
Vacancy Notice

Post Title :  Staff – 1 post (Male)

•	 University Graduate
•	 Minimum 3 year’s work experience with 

the related field
•	 Minimum 5 year’s driving experience and 

able to travel
•	 Age between 25 - 44.
•	 English and Myanmar Speaking
•	 Excellent communication skills

Qualified and interested candidates should 
submit CV & copies of educational certificate to 
19(AB), Kan Yeik Thar Street, Mayangone Tsp. 
Yangon before January 31, 2015. 
Tel : 01 662992

 



Employment

FREETHE MYANMAR TIMES  december 12 - 18, 2015

Embassy
The United Nations 
World Food Programme,  
is seeking (1)Nutrition 
Officer NO-B, Yangon. 
For more information, 
please visit to http://
www. them imu . i n fo /
j o b s - f o r - m y a n m a r -
nationals.Please Email 
the applications with UN 
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB 
23 January 2015.

The United Nations 
World  Food Programme,  
is seeking (1) 
Programme Assistant 
(Asset Creation) GS-5, 
Maungdaw. For more 
information, please visit 
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please email 
the applications with UN 
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB 
21 January 2015. 

Embassy
The Embassy of the 
Republic of Turkey is 
seeking (1)Staff - M 1 
post : University graduate, 
Minimun 3 year’s work 
experience with the 
related field, Minimum 5 
year’s driving experience 
and able to travel, Age 
between 25 - 44, English 
and Myanmar Speaking, 
Excellent communication 
skills. Qualified and 
interested candidates 
should submit CV & 
copies of educational 
certificate to 19(AB), Kan 
Yeik Thar St, Mayangone. 
Yangon before January 
31, 2015. Tel : 01 662992

Ingo Position
foundazione Terre 
des hommes Italia (TDH 
Italia) is seeking Civil 
Engineer (Based in 
Magway and Mandalay 
Region. Requirements: 
Bachelor or diploma 
in Civil Engineering. 
Command of English. 
Command of Microsoft 
Office. Candidates 
should submit their 
application with 
completed information 
about current job and 
expected salary incl. 
CV, photo, references by 
hr.tdhit.mya@gmail.com

(1)Program Officer 
(CBHFA) (NayPyiTaw) 1 
Post. (2) Driver (Sittwe) 
2 Posts (3)Finance 
Officer (Yangon) 1 
Post (4)Logistics 
Officer    (Sittwe) 1 Post 
(5) Medical Doctor 
(Sittwe) 3 Posts (6)
Nurse (Sittwe) 4 Posts. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www. 
myanmar redcross 
society.org

good Neighbors Int'l 
(GNI) is seeking (1)
Monitoring & Evaluat ion 
Coordinator : Myanmar 
National. Bachelor 
degree, statistics, social 
or development related 
studies, 3 years of 
community development 
project. (2)Project 
Coordinator 2 posts 
in (Sinbaung Wae Tsp, 
Magway Region), Sun Ta 
Nee Office- Nyaung Done 
Tsp : Myanmar National. 
Degree in management, 
business, or equivalent 
in development field & 3 
years experience.  Please 
full up GNI's Application 
form. Certificate of 
College/ University. Copy 
of NRC. Copy of Father's 
NRC. Recommendation 
letters from Previous or 
Current organization to 
21, Ywar Ma Kyaung St, 
(1) Ward, Hlaing, Yangon. 
Email: gnmmrho.hr@
gmail.com.

leading online 
recruitment & employ 
ment service company 
in Yangon since 2012. 
We provide online 
recuritment solution 
(huge CV detabase 
& job offers posting 
opportunities) for any 

employer in Myanmar. 
We preselect short list 
of candidates or search 
for executive functions 
positions as well. Contact 
our staff to help you to 
choose the right service 
or package for you. Tel: 
01-2306103, Email: 
info@jobsinyangon.com, 
www.jobless.com.mm, 
www.jobinyangon.com, 
https:// www.facebook.
com/ Jobinyangon.com

Overseas
Singapore job (Spass) 
Driver @ Seafood Co., 
(1 M) Salary S$1200 
+ S$200 for Housing, 
Class 3 Driver (1 M) 
Salary S$1400 + S$200 
for Housing + OT 1.5x, 
Kitchen Helper @ 
Restaurant (1 M) Salary 
S$1200 + 2 Meals, 
Chinese General 
Worker @ Mini Market 
(1 M) Salary S$1100 + 
S$200 for Housing + 
Meal, Forklift Driver @ 
Car Parts & Supplies-
Whole Co.,(1 M) Salary 
S$1100 + S$200 for 
Housing, Admin & 
AutoCAD Drafter @ 
Construction Co., (1 
F) S$1400 + S$220 
for Housing, Driver & 
General Worker @ 
Factory (1 M) S$1000 + 
Housing + Meal, Tailor 
@ Sofa Factory (2 M/ 
F) S$1400 + OT, Hair 
Stylist (2 F) S$1400 + 
Commission. Ph: 09-732-
55437, 09-732-55438, 
apex resou rcemm@
gmail.com. No. 41, 2nd 
Flr, 22 St, Latha, Yangon

Local Positions
we are looking for 
tuition teacher 
Subject: Mathematics 
(International School 
Syllabus), Language: 
Must be teach in English. 
Standard: Grade 9 (Year 
10), Ph: 556899, 553759, 
543376. Daw Khin Myo 
Myat: 094210-26116.

we are seeking Admin 
Staff : Female 1 Post, Any 
Degree Holder, Japanese 
speaking is preferable, 
English speaking is also 
OK, Good computer 
proficiency, Able to work 
independently with high 
integrity. Interested 
Candidates can able 
to send the email to 
myatthazin.fujita@gmail.
com or sent the CV to 
No (37), Room No (810) 
8th Floor, La Pyayt Wun 
Plaza, Alan Pya Pagoda 
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Ph: 
373634.

lolc Myanmar 
Microfinance Company 
Ltd is seeking HR 
Manager 1 Post in 
Yangon Office: Possess 
minimum of 2 - 3 years 
of managerial level 
experience. Age 30 to 
50.  A degree in HR or any 
equivalent professional 
qualification is a must. 
A strong competency 
in spoken and written 
English is essential. 
Interested and qualified 
candidates are to submit 
a cover letter & CV to 
Careers@lolcmyanmar.
com,

we are one of most 
promising construction 
equipment companies 
in Myanmar, seeking 
career oriented personnel 
for the under mentioned 
positions. (DOOSAN/ 
POWERLINK/ Bobcat/ 
MAN/ DISD, JUNJINCSM 
- Brand equipment) (1) 
Sales Executive - M 
5 Posts,  Any graduate 
(More Preferable BE or 
BTech (Mechanical), At 
least 3 years experience 
in related field. 25~30 
age. More preferable who 
has valid driving license. 
(2) Sales Engineer - M/F 
10 Post : Any Graduate 
(More Preferable A.G.T.I 
or BTech). 20~25 age. 
good look appearance 
and good communication 
skill. (3) Engineer Trainee 
- M 5 Posts : BE, BTech or 
AGTI (Fresh Graduate). 
20~25 years. Be Good 
Health & can travel away 
from Yangon. (4)Office 
Driver - M  2 Posts : 5 
years experience, Kha 
- valid driving license. 

30~40 years. Be Good 
Health & can travel away 
from Yangon. Applicants 
are requested to mail 
covering letter, curriculum 
vitae, two passport 
photo & photocopies 
of the graduation 
certificates, national 
registration card, labor 
registration card, police 
clearance, household 
census list to Aung 
Chan Tha Trading Co., 
Ltd. Human Resources 
Manager, No.54 A, Kaba 
Aye Pagoda Rd, Near 
Nawaday Intersection, 
Mayangone, Yangon,  Tel: 
657066, 657067,  Email: 
act-hr@act.com.mm, 
hr.aungchantha@gmail.
com to within 2 weeks. 

the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) is 
seeking Community 
Driven Development 
Specialist 1 post in 
Yangon : An advanced 
university degree and 
at least 3 years of field 
experience. Proficient in 
MS Office, MS Word, MS 
Excel & MS PowerPoint. 
Fluent in English, both 
verbally and in writing. 
Interested and qualified 
candidates are to 
submit a Cover Letter 
and Curriculum Vitae to 
the Human Resources 
Department not later 
than 5 pm of 18 January, 
2015. Applications will be 
accepted by e-mail at: 
WaiMar.Naing@rescue. 
org

Fu Xing Brother Group 
of Companies (Trading)  
is seeking (1)Secretary  
- Female, age 21-28, 
Chinese language 
four skills ,computer 
skills, driving skill, 2 
years experience, (2)
Receptionist - Female, 
age 21-24, Chinese 
language, good 
communication skill * 1 
year experience. (3)Sales 
Drive - Male, age 20 - 30, 
3 years exp, holding valid 
driving license. Ph: 09-
310-56674, 554140. Add 
: U Chit Mg Housing,U 
Chit Mg Rd, Tamwe.

A Leading Shipping 
Company, based in 
Singapore with business 
activities in freight 
forwarding services is 
seeking  (1)Sales & 
Marketing - 5 Posts : 
Be a degree holder from 
a recognized university,  
Age above 25, Have 
good grasp of the 
English, Be a Computer 
literate. (2)Customer 
Service - 2 Posts (3)
Documenttation - 4 
Posts : Be a degree 
holder from a recognized 
university,  Able to speak 
and write English, Able to 
use computer effectively. 
(4)Receptionst - 2 Posts 
(Urgent) Be a degree 
holder from a recognized 
university, Have positive 
attitude in learning, Able 
to speak English, Able to 
use computer effectively 

and efficiently; (5)Driver 
3 posts (Urgent). Please 
send resume and cover 
letter with a recent 
photograph by email to 
star2013.collette@gmail.
com

Ikon Trading Company 
Ltd is seeking HR 
Manager  - M/F 1 Post: 
Any graduate, Diploma in 
HRM is preferred, 5 years 
experiences at Manager 
level in related field, Age 
over 35, Fluent in English& 
Myanmar, Knowledge 
about labor laws & Social 
welfare is an asset, Basic 
knowledge in Accounting, 
While all applicants 
required : Application 
together  with update CV 
& related documents, 
Labour registration card 
& police force to 328/A, 
Pyay Rd, Sanchaung, 
Yangon. (Near Mahar 
Myaing Hospital) Ph: 
01 534216, 527705, 
501429, 503914, Email: 
hr.ikonmart@gmail.com  
Within 2 weeks.

Brainworks – Total 
are a unique group 
of integrated schools 
offering Pre-School, 
Primary, Secondary, 
IGCSE and A Level 
education seeingi (1).  Pre-
School teacher - 1 post 
(2)Primary Teachers 
- 2 posts (3).Trainee 
Teachers - 3 posts 
(4)Lab Technicians/
Teachers - 3 posts (4)
Reception desk officers 
- 5 posts (5)Librarians 
Assistant  - 5 posts : 
Hold an Undergraduate 
or a Postgraduate degree 
in discipline. Excellent 
English language 
skills, Good computer 
proficiency. Please 
enclose the following as 
a part of your application:  
A detailed covering letter 
telling us about you as a 
person & why you think 
you should be chosen to 
join our awesome team. A 
current CV, A recent photo, 
Copy of NRC & Labor 
registration card, Copy of 
family registration,  Copy 
of  teaching credentials, 
certifications, endorse 
ments, etc. & any other 
document which you may 
feel necessary to: Branch 
1 : No.1 Thumingalar 
St, 16/4 Quarter, 
Thingangyun, Yangon. 
Branch 2: No.336, Pyay 
Rd, Sanchaung, Yangon. 
Or email to adminjobs@
brainworksschool.com

hotel Shwe Gone 
Daing, Yangon, (1) 
Kitchen Department: 
Commis I, Commis II, 
Commis III, Kitchen 
Helper, Steward, 
Kitchen Dimsum, 
(2)HK Department: 
HK Supervisor, 
Room Attendant, PA 
Attendant, Laundry 
Supervisor, Laundry 
Attendant, Linen 
Attendant, (3)F & 
B Department: F & 
B Manager, F & B 

Supervisor, F & B 
Ass: Supervisor, F & B 
Cashier, F & B Waiter, (4)
Entainment Department: 
Cashier, Waiter, Bar 
Waitress, Cleaner, Bell 
Boy, (5)FO Department: 
FO Supervisor, 
Receptionist, Bell Boy, 
(6)Finance Department: 
Driver, Store Supervisor, 
Storekeeper, Logistics, 
(7)IT Department: 
CCTV  Operator, (8)M 
& E Department: M & E 
Operator. Hotel Shwe 
Gone Daing, No. (273/A), 
Shwe Gone Daing St, 
Bahan, Yangon, Ph: 
552583, 552585, Email: 
monyeekyaw@gmail.
com

Vintage Luxury 
Yacht Hotel is seeking: 
(1)Executive Sous 
Chef - M/F 2 Posts (2)
Chef de Partie - M/F 
1 Post (3)Front Office 
Manager - M/F 1 Post 
(4) Duty Manager - M/F 
1 Post (5)Front Office 
Supervisor - M/F 2 
Posts (6)Reservation 
Supervisor - M/F 1 Post 
(7)Bell Driver (Salary + 
others) above-250000 
M/F 3 Posts (8)Sales 
& Marketing Asst: 
Manager - M/F 1 Post 
(9)Sales & Marketing 
Assistant - M/F 1 
Post (10)Purchasing 
Supervisor - M/F 1 
Post (11)Painist - M/F 1 
Post (12)Villinist - M/F 1 
Post (13)Guitarist - M/F 
1 Post. CV form to be 
submit to HR Department: 
No. 6, Botahtaung Jetty, 
Seikkan Tsp. Ph: 09-
2544-43327.

We are seeking (1)GM/
Sr.Manager (Special 
Project) (2)Personal Asst: 
To CEO (Manager Level) 
(3)Planning & Control 
Manager (4)Operation 
Manager (Trading) (5)BD 
Manager (Structural Steel) 
(6)Marketing Manager 
(Dairy Farm). Please send 
CV & cover letter, including  
salary expectations to Email 
: thelondoner007@gmail.
com. You can see more 
details of Job Description 
from www.myanmarjobsdb.
c o m , w w w. m y a n m a r -
network.net, www.work.
com.mm. The successful 
candidates can expect 
high competitive salary and 
benefits.

(1)Secretary of 
Executive Deputy MD 
- M/F 3 Posts (2)PR 
Specialist - M 5 Posts 
(3)Customer Specialist 
- M 5 Posts (4)Chinese 
Project Coordinator - 
M/F 10 Posts (5) Chinese 
Translator - M/F 10 Posts 
(6) Maintenance Staff - 
M 20 Posts (7)Chinese 
Accountant - M/F 5 Post 
(8) Driver - M 10 Posts. 
Myanmar Fiber Optic 
Communication Network 
Co., Ltd: 2nd Fl, Right, 
Bldg 12, MICT Park, 
Hlaing Tsp. Ph: 09-7958-
36084, 09-3600-7316.

Our Company is 

extending new business 
linking up with international 
insurance agency .If so 
we would to recruit the 
following position with 
highly fringe benefit.  
(1).Sale Executive - F 
3 Posts: Must be good 
looking & smar, must be 
fluent in English, must 
be graduated, Can go 
aboard for training and 
Business Purpose, Basic 
salary  will be started from 
400 USD & commission 
onward. In Mai Kha 
Co.,Ltd : 1103/1104, 
Bldg-D, Bandoola Condo, 
Mahar Bandoola Rd, 
Pazundaung, Yangon. Ph 
: 01-8610253, 8610254, 
09-4318-7145 Email : 
inmaikha2011@gmail.
com 

G Star Hotel 
(Yangon) is seeking (1)
HR Manager  - F 1 post 
(2)Assistant HR - F 1 
post (3)Accountant - 
M/F 2 posts (4)Chief 
Account - F 1 post (5)
HK Supervisor - M 1 post 
(6)Security - M 3 posts. 
Please submit to 20/B, 
C, Thukhawati St, West 

Yankin. Ph: 09-3210-
9590,  09-3210-9591

Parkway Cancer 
Centre is seeking  
Medical Doctor - F 1 
post : M.B.B.S Graduate 
with SA MA registration, 
2 years experience in 
medical field, Good in 
English, Able to use 
computer, internet and 
Microsoft application 
with excellent skills, We 
welcome the candidates 
who are trust worthy, self-
motivated with positive 
working attitude.  Pls 
submit: CV with relevant 
certificates, documents, 
recommendation letter 
attach & documents & 
expected salary to Rm 
(G-07), G Flr, Diamond 
Center, Pyay Rd, 
Kamayut. Tel : 532 438, 
532-447, 09-513- 6584, 

URGENT wanted (1)
Waitress - 1 post (2)Chef 
- M/F 1 post (3)Kitchen 
Assistant - 3 posts. 
Contact ph: 09-4253-
13406, 09-4202-83170.

WE are seeking (1)CE - 
2 posts : Contact person 
between client & supplier, 

Has updated knowledge 
of current status of al 
media in Myanmar, Must 
know how the Myanmar 
media industru works, 
Manage deadlines, 
Control production 
quality & timelines. (2)
Graphic Designer - 1 
post : Graduated, 2 years 
experience, Professional 
in graphic design, 
Be able to creat nice 
looking graphic content. 
(3)Media Buyer - F 2 
Posts: Graduated, Age 
20 ~ 35, (4)Operation 
Staff - M/F 5 Posts: 
Graduated, Age  25 ~ 
40, 3 years experience, 
(5)Activation Planner - 1 
Post : Graduated,  Age 25 
~ 40, 3 years  experience, 
(6)PR staff - F 1 posts: 
graduated, Age 20 ~ 35, 
(7)English Translator - F 
1post : Graduated, Age 
20 ~ 45, For all posts: 
Fluent in English, Can 
use Microsoft office & 
email, internet. Please 
submit to 8, NguWar (3) 
St, Ward (5), Myakanthar 
Villa, Hlaing, Yangon. Tel: 
01-505724, 538552

Vacancy Announcement
Yangon International School (YIS) is looking for candidates for the 
following position.

Teacher Assistant
Requirements
A bachelor degree holder, good command of both English and 
Myanmar languages and ability to work with expat teachers.

Please send a CV and a brief cover letter to twphyo@yismyanmar.
com or YIS, 117, Thumingalar Lannmagyi, Thumingalar Housing, 
Thingangyun Township, Yangon. Ph : 01 578171, 01 573149. 
The position is open until filled.

 

Job Vacancy
Software Developer
Responsible for : Installation, customizing & maintenance of Kuali system 
software.
Experience/Skill

•	 Web Application, Open-source Enviroment
•	 HTML, CSS, Java, Java Script, PHP, Apache, Oracle or My SQL
•	 At least 2 years of Web application development
•	 Diploma or Degree in Computer Science or equivalent
•	 Fair or good command of English
•	 Salary negotiable

Database Assistant
Requirement 

•	 A Bachelor or Diploma degree in Computer Science or relevant field 
with significant professional experience.

•	 At least one year relevant professional experience working in emer-
gency, development, community.

•	 Experience and knowledge of database system (Ms Access, SQL 
Server).

•	 IT skills - particularly with Microsoft Office suite (strong Excel skills 
with VBA) and Visual Basic NET.

•	 Good working knowledge of English.

Interested candidates may apply in person to HR Department at No.34, 
Lay-daunt-kan Road during office hours (8:00 am - 4:00 pm). 
Ph: 545720, 556298

 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Legal Researcher – Myanmar
The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 
is a worldwide network of judges and lawyers 
united in affirming international law and rule 

of law principles that advance human rights. The International Commission 
of Jurists (ICJ) is seeking to recruit Legal Researcher - Myanmar who will be 
responsible for the successful candidates will have:
RESPONSIBILITIES	
Reporting directly to the Regional Director at the Asia Regional Office in 
Bangkok and working closely with the rest of the team at the Asia regional 
office in Thailand and the team in Myanmar, Legal Researcher has the 
following responsibilities:
•	 Gather information on relevant laws on investment, financial reform, and 

economic development in Myanmar and English; Conduct field research 
into human rights issues related to law and justice in Myanmar with a 
particular focus on business and human rights; Monitoring and analyz-
ing business and human rights as well as rule of law developments in 
Myanmar; Develop networks of human rights activists and community 
based organizations in Myanmar; Develop and participate in training and 
capacity building exercises for civil society organizations; Develop and 
maintain relationships with Myanmar government policy makers who 
play a role in economic reform and the legal, political and academic com-
munities in Myanmar; As agreed with the Regional Director implement 
strategies to strengthen, inform and mobilize the ICJ Network of Com-
missioners, National Sections and Affiliated Organizations in the region 
and engage them in the work of the ICJ; Actively maintain supportive 
working relations and seek opportunities for joint work with the staff of 
other regional and international programmes.

QUALIFICATIONS
•	 Degree in Law, Public Policy or Development. Further academic studies 

in International Human Rights Law, International Humanitarian Law or 
International Business Law is  desirable; Three to five years progressive 
relevant experience as a human rights researcher, or civil society activist 
in Myanmar; Experience in managing human rights or development pro-
grammes in the filed. Fluent in English (written and spoken) and in Myan-
mar.  Knowledge of any other language used in Myanmar is desirable; 
Knowledge of Microsoft Office: Word, Excel, Powerpoint; Knowledge of 
international human rights and humanitarian law and international and 
regional human rights jurisprudence; Strong analytical, planning and or-
ganizational skills; Excellent Communication and interpersonal skills and 
ability to work as part of a multi-cultural team; Openness and flexibility, 
capacity to adapt to changing priorities and needs;

The ICJ is an equal opportunities employer and offers a competitive salary 
package. The deadline for application is January 30 2015 and application 
should be sent by email to : kyawmin.sann@icj.org
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Stuart Scott, an ESPN sportscaster 
whose use of pop culture references 
and wordplay earned him a loyal fol-
lowing among US fans and the ath-
letes he covered, died on January 4 at 
the age of 49.

ESPN, the network he joined in 
1993, said Scott died of cancer, having 
battled recurrent bouts of the disease 
since he was first diagnosed in Novem-
ber of 2007.

Scott’s signature expression, 
“Booyah!” spread beyond the sports 
world and he peppered his reports and 
commentary on athletes and their ex-
ploits with other lively phrases such as 
“Cool as the other side of the pillow” 
or “Just call him butter, ‘cause he’s on 
a roll.”

Scott anchored ESPN’s flagship 
SportsCenter shows, hosted the NFL 
pre-game show Monday Night Count-
down and served as the lead host for 
NBA coverage on ESPN and the ABC 
network.

In July, he delivered an eloquent 
speech upon accepting the Jimmy V 
Award for Perseverance at the 2014 
ESPY Awards, an honor named for 
Jim Valvano, the North Carolina State 
basketball coach who died of cancer in 
1993 at 47 after working as a commen-
tator for ESPN.

Looking frail, Scott told the audi-
ence: “When you die, it does not mean 
that you lose to cancer. You beat can-
cer by how you live, why you live, and 
in the manner in which you live.”

Scott was ESPN’s most prominent 
black sportscaster, and although it 
prompted criticism from some quar-
ters he infused his reports not only 
with references to Shakespeare but 
also with hip-hop slang that resonnat-
ed with a young black audience.

“What u did for our culture, bring-
ing that Swag to reporting can only be 
copied,” NBA superstar LeBron James 
wrote on his Instagram account on 
January 4 as tributes to Scott poured 
out on social media.

“Thank you so much for being u 
and giving us inner city kids someone 
we could relate to that wasn’t a player 
but was close enough to them,” James 
wrote.

Golf star Tiger Woods took to Twit-
ter with a word of support for Scott’s 
wife and teenaged daughters.

“Stuart wasn’t covering heroes 
& champions, it was the other way 
around,” Woods tweeted. “Thinking of 
my friend & his daughters.”

US President Barack Obama, an 
avid sports fan, said he would miss 
Scott.

“Twenty years ago, Stu helped ush-
er in a new way to talk about our fa-
vorite teams and the day’s best plays,” 
Obama said in a statement. “Over the 
years, he entertained us, and in the 
end, he inspired us -- with courage and 
love.” – AFP

F EARS of match-fixing will 
lurk in the background at 
the Asian Cup as the stain 
of corruption proves hard 
to shift despite efforts to 

clean up football.
While most attention will focus 

on the big matches in Australia, 
games between smaller teams will 
also be under scrutiny for potential 
manipulation by illicit betting rings.

Swiss-based Sportradar, which 
has a partnership with the Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC), will 
monitor for unusual betting patterns.

Smaller teams, where players 
are usually paid less, are considered 
more vulnerable to match-fixers who 
may offer them bribes to throw a 
match.

“Any time you have meaningless 
matches, pool games where the re-
sult means nothing, or teams where 
the players are poorly rewarded... 
there is a risk,” betting industry ex-
pert Scott Ferguson told AFP.

Match-fixing, along with doping, 
is one of the biggest threats to the 
integrity of sport and is fuelled by 
a multi-billion dollar illegal betting 
industry.

A crackdown on several fronts has 
yielded results, with scandals uncov-
ered in Australia and England and 
a leading suspect now detained for 
more than a year in Singapore.

But incidents persist, creating the 
damaging perception that any unu-
sual results -- especially in hotspot 
Asia -- have been manipulated.

Last month, Vietnamese football 
officials raised concerns about their 
own national team after their AFF 
Suzuki Cup semi-final loss to Malay-
sia. No suspicious betting patterns 
were detected.

And in November, Saudi club 
Al Hilal cried foul over their AFC 

Champions League final defeat to the  
Western Sydney Wanderers after a 
string of penalty appeals were waved 
away.

Ferguson, a former head of educa-
tion at bookmakers Betfair who runs 
the Sport is Made for Betting web-
site, said the risk of match-fixing at 
the Asian Cup was “fairly low”, given 
the event’s high profile and anti-cor-
ruption efforts in Australia.

But organisers will remain on 
their guard. In September, Sportra-
dar said betting patterns showed a 
strong likelihood of fixed football 
matches at the Asian Games.

Elsewhere, Japan’s coach Javier 
Aguirre will appear in a Spanish 
court in February over accusations of 
match-fixing in 2011, when he was in 
charge at Zaragoza.

Major scandals have been uncov-
ered in many countries in Asia, in-
cluding China, where officials were 
jailed in a mass clean-up, and South 
Korea, where a player committed sui-
cide following revelations of fixing in 
the K-League.

Monitoring betting is a key weap-
on in the fight against fixed match-
es, giving an instant indication of 
whether a shock result is legitimate 
or down to foul play.

“Shock results do actually hap-
pen, given a large - enough sample 
size. It’s only in recent years we pon-
der if there was anything suspicious 
behind it,” Ferguson said.

“Highly sophisticated logarithmic 
models derive most betting markets 
these days,” he added. 

“When markets deviate from this 
and heavy monetary support contin-
ues to force prices further away from 
numbers derived from databases of 
tens of thousands of matches, alarm 
bells ring.” – AFP
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‘When you die, it 
does not mean you 
lose to cancer. You 
beat cancer by how 
you live, why you 
live, and the manner 
is which you live.’

Stuart Scott 
1965-2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

A&E Television Networks, LLC, a limited liability company 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware, 
United States of America, of 235 East 45th Street, New York, New 
York 10017,U.S.A., is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 14369/2014
in respect of “ Class 38: Broadcasting services, namely, television 
broadcasting, video broadcasting, Internet broadcasting, cable television 
and radio broadcasting, digital broadcasting, satellite broadcasting and 
audio broadcasting; broadcasting of audio and video programming 
provided over a global communications network; over-the-air, satellite 
and cable radio and television transmission services; electronic 
transmission of data via satellite; electronic transmission of data via 
global and local computer networks; broadband communications 
services, namely, satellite,cable television, and wireless network 
transmission of sounds, images, signals and data; video-on-demand 
transmission services; wireless communication services, namely, 
transmission of television programs and motion pictures to mobile 
devices; providing online chat rooms and electronic bulletin boards 
for the electronic transmission of messages among users in the fields 
of documentaries, dramas and topics relating to travel, food and wine, 
cooking, entertainment, home, parenting, music, health, news, fashion, 
beauty, weddings, shopping, relationships, career, business, money 
management, technology, environment, real estate, gardening, interior 
design, leisure, popular culture, history, literature, games and lifestyle, 

television program syndication services. Class 41: Educational and 
entertainment services in the nature of on-going television programs 
featuring subjects of general human interest; educational and 
entertainment services in the nature of multimedia programs featuring 
subjects of general human interest distributed via various platforms 
across multiple forms of transmission media; production and distribution 
of television programs and motion pictures; editing of television 
programs and motion pictures; television programming; providing 
on-line databases and links to web sites of other content providers 
featuring documentaries, dramas and topics relating to travel, food and 
wine, cooking, entertainment, home, parenting, music, health, news, 
fashion, beauty, weddings, shopping, relationships, career, business, 
money management, technology, environment, real estate, gardening, 
interior design, leisure, popular culture, history, literature, games and 
lifestyle; providing news and information in the field of entertainment 
by means of a global computer network; entertainment services, namely, 
operating real time games for others via the Internet, mobile platforms, 
and local area computer networks; electronic game services provided 
by means of the Internet, mobile platforms, and local area computer 
networks; entertainment services, namely, providing temporary use of 
non-downloadable interactive games, television program syndication 
services”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark will 
be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A.,H.G.P.,D.B.L.
for A&E Television Networks, LLC.
P.O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 12 January 2015
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B OSTON was chosen on Jnu-
ary 8 as the US candidate 
to host the 2024 Olympics, 
hopeful of showing the 
world’s finest athletes its 

determined recovery from the 2013 
Boston Marathon bombing tragedy.

Boston outclassed Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Washington in voting 
by the 15-member US Olympic Com-
mittee (USOC) board of directors, 
after multiple rounds of voting and 
“spirited discussion” to decide among 
the finalists in a 22-month evaluation 
process.

The United States chases its first 
Summer Olympics since the 1996 cen-
tennial edition in Atlanta. Boston’s 
candidacy follows failed bids by New 
York for the 2012 Olympics, Chicago 
for 2016 and no entry for 2020 in or-
der to re-evaluate plans.

Three people were killed and more 
than 260 others were injured from 
bombs that exploded near the finish 
line of the 2013 edition of Boston’s dis-
tance racing classic. 

Runners and citizens fought to re-
cover from the horrific attack with a 
spirit that became known by the catch-
phrase “Boston Strong”, one evoked by 
the White House in sending US Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s congratulations 
to Boston.

“The city has taught all of us what 
it means to be Boston Strong,” the 
White House said in a statement. “The 
President and First Lady couldn’t be 
prouder of this accomplishment and 
all of our nation’s athletes and strong-
ly support the effort to bring the 2024 
Olympic and Paralympic Games to the 
United States. We hope to welcome 
athletes from around the globe to 

compete in Boston in 2024.”
But Boston will enter a global field 

expected to include solid candidates 
from Italy, Germany and France as 
well.

The International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) will select a 2024 Olym-
pic host at its meeting in Lima, Peru, 
in mid-2017.

“We’re excited about our plans to 
submit a bid for the 2024 Games and 
feel we have an incredibly strong part-
ner in Boston that will work with us to 
present a compelling bid,” said USOC 
chair Larry Probst.

“The deliberative and collaborative 
process that we put in place for select-
ing a city has resulted in a strong US 
bid.”

The United States has won the 
most medals at the last five Sum-
mer Games and is home to many of 
the richest corporate sponsors of the 
Olympic movement, as well as its top-
paying television rights partners.

The US seeks a fifth Summer Olym-
pics hosting opportunity after St Louis 
in 1904, Los Angeles in 1932 and 1984 
and Atlanta.

Next year’s Summer Olympics will 
be staged in Rio de Janeiro with the 
2020 Games being hosted by Tokyo. 
The 2018 Winter Olympics will be 
staged in Pyeongchang, South Korea, 
and the IOC will decide the 2022 Win-
ter Games host at a July 31 meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur between finalists Bei-
jing and Almaty, Kazakhstan.

In the 2024 fight, Rome heads a 
multi-city Italian candidacy while 
Germany plans to offer Berlin or Ham-
burg. Paris is widely expected to seek 
an Olympics to be staged on the 100-
year anniversary of the last Summer 

Games in the French capital.
Boston offers a bid that is geo-

graphically compact, helpful to the 
logistics of staging and securing the 
multi-sport event, and relies largely on 
existing venues, including the home 
arena of the NBA’s Boston Celtics.

“It is an exceptional honour for 
Boston,” said Marty Walsh, the city’s 
mayor. “This selection is in recogni-
tion of our city’s talent, diversity and 
global leadership. Boston hopes to 
welcome the world’s greatest athletes 
to one of the world’s great cities.”

A removable Olympic stadium 
would host athletics and the open-
ing and closing ceremonies, and an 
Olympic village for athletes would be 
changed after the event into student 
housing.

“A Boston Games can be one of the 
most innovative, sustainable and ex-
citing in history and will inspire the 
next generation of leaders here and 
around the world,” Boston bid com-
mittee chair John Fish said.

IOC executive board member An-
ita DeFrantz and Angela Ruggiero, a 
four-time Olympic medalist as an ice 
hockey defender, will be vital support 
builders among IOC members for  
Boston.

“The United States has something 
unique to offer the athletes of the 
world,” Ruggiero said. “I couldn’t be 
more excited to share Boston’s athlete-
focused vision for the Games with my 
IOC colleagues.”

The largest city in the New England 
region at the northeast edge of the 
United States, Boston has more than 
7.5 million people in the metropolitan 
area and is one of America’s oldest cit-
ies, its roots dating to 1630. – AFP

WASHINGTON

Boston voted 2024 
Olympic candidate

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
Tiger Airways Holdings Limited, a company organized and 
existing under the laws of Singapore and having its  registered  
office at  17 Changi Business Park Central 1,#04-06/09 Honeywell 
Building, Singapore 486073, is the owner and sole proprietor of 
the following Trade Mark:

TIGERAIR
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/7069/2014

Used in respect of :- 

Class 35
Business administration services relating to air transport and 
franchising; business management services relating to air 
transport and franchising; business advisory and consultancy 
services relating to air transport and franchising; direct mail 
advertising; business advisory and business management services; 
advertising services; display services for merchandise; publicity 
services; marketing and promotional services, market analysis and 
research; import-export agency services; procurement services 
(purchasing goods on behalf of a business); window dressing; 
advisory and consultancy services relating to the aforesaid; all 
the foregoing provided on-line from a computer database or the 
global communications network; the bringing together, for the 
benefit of others, of a variety of goods, enabling customers to 
conveniently view and purchase those goods in a store, on an 
aircraft, from a general merchandise catalogue by mail order or 
by means of telecommunications, or from a general merchandise 
global communications network web site; compilation of mailing 
lists; ordering services (for others) by means of mail, telephone 
and all other communication and telecommunication; all included 
in Class 35.

Class 39
Air transport services; tourist office and travel agency services 
for arranging travel; package holiday services; travel booking, 
reservation or information services; tourist information; air 
passenger transport services and air cargo transport services; 
courier services; transport and delivery of goods; transportation 
of passengers’ luggage; luggage storage services; vehicle rental, 
charter and parking services; handling of baggage, cargo and 
goods; advisory and consultancy services relating to the aforesaid; 
all the foregoing provided on-line from a computer database or the 
global communications network; all included in Class 39.
 
Class 43
Arranging and booking of holiday accommodation; hotel 
reservation services; provision of food and drink; catering services; 
advisory and consultancy services relating to the aforesaid; all the 
foregoing provided on-line from a computer database or the global 
communications network; all included in Class 43.

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.                                               

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Amica Law LLC, Singapore)
Dated. 12th January, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
ROLLS-ROYCE p.l.c., of 65 Buckingham Gate, London SW1E 
6AT, U.K, is the owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 1730/1955
in respect of “Motor road vehicles and chassis therefor, Internal 
combustion piston and turbine engines, variable gearings being 
parts of machines for motor vehicles aircraft and ships, and parts 
of all the aforesaid  articles”. 

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  ROLLS-ROYCE p.l.c.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 12 January 2015
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Mongolian-born sumo grand champion, or ‘yokozuna’, Kakuryu (right) 
performs a ring-entering ceremony beside wrestler Tachimochi Ikioi (left)
during a New Year ceremony at Meiji shrine in Tokyo on January 7, 2015.  

IN PICTURES
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TRADE MARK CAUTION
Notice is hereby given that Alpha (Fujian) Bio-technology Co.,Ltd. Registered office No.36 Guobao 
Road, Dongqiao Economic Development Zone, Ningde City, China, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor 
of the following trademark s: _

(Registration No :IV/20532) (Registration No :IV/20533) (Registration No : IV/20534)

(Registration No :IV/20535) (Registration No : IV/20536) (Registration No : IV/20537)

(Registration No :IV/20538) (Registration No : IV/20539) (Registration No : IV/20540)

In respect of:  -

“Dietetic food adapted for Medical, Health Supplement, Commodities, Cosmetics and Medical 
equipments. (International Class 05.)”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark or other infringements whatsoever 
will be dealt with according to law.

U NyeinKyaw
B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.
For Alpha (Fujian) Bio-technology Co.,Ltd 
Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel
37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
MayangoneTsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Tes: (951) 9662866
E-mail: nyeinkyaw9@gmail.com
Date: 12th January, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Rottapharm Ltd. a company 
organized under the laws of Ireland and having its principal office 
at Damastown Industrial Park, Mulhuddart, Dublin 15, Ireland is 
the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following trademark: -

GO-ON
(Reg: Nos. IV/4833/2007 & IV/15798/2014)

in respect of :- “Pharmaceutical and veterinary preparations; sanitary 
preparations for medical purposes; dietetic substances adapted 
for medical use, food for babies; plasters, materials for dressings; 
material for stopping teeth, dental wax; disinfectants; preparations 
for destroying vermin; fungicides, herbicides” - Int’l class: 5

“Surgical, medical, dental and veterinary apparatus and 
instruments, artificial limbs, eyes and teeth; orthopaedic articles; 
suture materials” – Int’l class: 10

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with 
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates 
for Rottapharm Ltd.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 12th January, 2015

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Thai Storage Battery Public 
Company Limited, of 387 Moo 4, Soi Patana 3, Bangpoo 
Industrial Estate, Sukhumvit Road, Praekasa, Samutprakarn 
Province, 10280, Thailand, Telephone No. 662-7093535 and 
E-mail address Tsb_marketinginfo@3kbattery.com is the Owner 
and Sole Proprietor of the following trademarks:-

(Reg: No. IV/809/2002)
in respect of: - “Battery”

(Reg: No. IV/3792/1993)
in respect of: - “different kinds 
of battery”

(Reg: No. IV/2985/1993)
in respect of: - “Automotive Battery and Motorcycle Battery”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademarks 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

These trademarks are genuine and the trademark owner will reward 
any person providing information on fraudulent use to enable them 
to prosecute imitator(s).

U Kyi Win Associates
for Thai Storage Battery Public Company Limited
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                      Dated: 12th January, 2015
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Watchdogs wary of match-
fixing during Asia Cup   

 SPORT  68

THIS year’s SEA Games may not be-
gin until June, but the national ar-
chery team is already drawing their 
bows.

This week, the team will wrap up 
a three-week-long intensive training 
program in Nay Pyi Taw which al-
lowed them to train alongside a del-
egation of archers and coaches from 
the South Korean national team.

The training program is the first 
half of an exchange program that will 
also see the team travel to Seoul to 
both train and take part in the nation-
al archery world cup.

“We hope for more success in com-
ing Singapore SEA games,” said Daw 
Kay Thi, secretary of the Myanmar 
Archery Federation. “I think Myanmar 
archery athletes will increase their 
skills and refine their technique dur-
ing this joint training.” 

In the last several decades, South 
Korea has emerged as a dominant 
force in the world of competitive ar-
chery. Since team events were added 
to the Olympics in 1988, the South 
Korean men’s squad has earned gold 
medals in four out of six summer 
games. The women’s squad has gone 
six for six.  

While less renowned internation-
ally, the Myanmar team is quickly 
building a profile on the regional 
circuit.

During the most recent SEA Games 
in Nay Pyi Taw, the national team took 
1 gold and 4 bronze medals.

In the 2013 Southeast Asian Ar-
chery Championship, also held in Nay 
Pyi Taw, Myanmar had the largest to-
tal medal count, winning nine gold, 
four silver and three bronze.

F IFA Vice President Prince 
Ali bin Al Hussein on 
January 6 threw down 
the gauntlet to incumbent 
Sepp Blatter for the lead-

ership of football’s scandal-tainted 
world governing body.

The 39-year-old Jordanian prince 
said he would be a candidate against 
Blatter, 78, who will seek a fifth term, 
when FIFA holds a presidential vote 
on May 29.

Prince Ali, an ally of Blatter rival 
Michel Platini, the UEFA president, 
said he had been encouraged by oth-
er FIFA members to stand.

He is guaranteed nearly all the 
54 UEFA votes and must now aim to 
sway enough FIFA members from his 
Asia region and other confederations 
against Blatter to get 105 backers at 
the election.

The rivalry threatens to become 
bitter. 

The prince said his campaign 
would be based on getting FIFA away 
from ‘contoversy’.

“I am seeking the presidency of 
FIFA because I believe it is time to 
shift the focus away from adminis-
trative controversy and back to sport.

“The headlines should be about 
football, the beautiful sport, not 
about FIFA.” 

FIFA has been dogged by scandal 
since 2010 votes that awarded the 
2018 World Cup to Russia and 2022 
event to Qatar. The prince, a FIFA 
vice president for Asia since 2011, 
has been among leaders who want 
the full release of an inquiry into the 
vote process.

“This was not an easy decision. 
It came after careful consideration 
and many discussions with respect-
ed FIFA colleagues over the last few 
months,” Prince Ali said.

“The message I heard, over and 
over, was that it is time for a change.

“The world game deserves a 
world-class governing body -- an 
International Federation that is a 
service organisation and a model 
of ethics, transparency and good  
governance.”

Prince Ali, a son of the late King 

Hussein of Jordan, was one of the 
most senior FIFA officials to call for 
the full publication of lawyer Michael 
Garcia’s report into the 2018 and 
2022 World Cup bids.

FIFA’s executive has voted to re-
lease an “appropriate” edited version 
of the report and Blatter has ruled out 
any suggestion that Qatar could lose 
the right to host the 2022 tournament.

UEFA’s Platini and European fed-
erations have led calls for Blatter 
to keep an earlier promise to stand 
down when his fourth term ends.

But the 78-year-old Swiss official 
says he has a “mission” to finish.

Blatter has long been a controver-
sial figure, and FIFA, which oversees 
a multi-billion dollar industry, has 
never been far from scandal.

Prince Ali is FIFA vice president 
for Asia, head of Jordan’s Football 
Association and founder of the West 

Asian Football Federation.
The prince will need five of FIFA’s 

209 member federations to nominate 
him before a January 29 deadline. 
But UEFA’s backing should make this 
a formality.

Prince Ali is in a battle for influ-
ence with AFC head Bahrain’s Sheik 
Salman bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa, who 
has publicly supported Blatter’s cam-
paign for a new term.

Africa’s 54 members have pledged 
their support for Blatter.

Europe and Asia account for 
about 100 members of FIFA, mean-
ing that the prince and Blatter will 
be fiercely lobbying North and South 
American nations as well.

“FIFA exists to serve a sport 
which unites billions of people from 
all over the world, people of differing 
and divergent political, religious and 
social affiliations, who come together 

in their enjoyment of ‘the world’s 
game’,” the prince said.

The only other declared candidate 
in the race is Jerome Champagne, 
a French former FIFA offiical and  
diplomat.

He said the election should not be 
“about personal ambitions or fights 
between institutions.

“It is about football, its govern-
ance but also its future with a clear 
choice.”

He said there could be “continued 
inner rivalries and image problems 
for FIFA and football. Or reconcilia-
tion, inclusion and re-building of the 
reputation.”

The FIFA leader made no imme-
diate comment on the candidacy of 
Prince Ali, a major general in Jor-
dan’s armed forces who was educat-
ed in the United States and Britain. 

– AFP
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FIFA election heats up

Prince Ali of Jordan walks past press following his announcement last week. Photo: AFP


