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Annotation This paper was read at the first Union of Burma Research Conference on 25th March 1966. Myanmar's attempt at 
modernzing the country is described through construction of nearly fifty factories long before the British invasion of 
Upper Burma. Crown Prince Nyangyan sent state scholars to India, Europe and England, then used them to develop 
modern industry.  Foreign workers were also employed. The Prince saw the need to forestall another attack by the 
British. Hence the Gun factory, Iron Foundry and Ship building had priority. How the machinery was procured and the 
factories developed is described in detail. The British were not pleased, yet even with the assassination of the Crown 
Prince in 1866 the work continued. But the British ended the effort after annexation and the factories were sold for 
scrap.
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