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CHERNOBY L 

by Mayc Herfin 

Chernobyt, a name Â¥unhear of  u n t i l  the 26 April nuclear b l a s t  i n  Uk- 
raine, has becone the code name, i n  the Sorth,  for our nuclear vulner- 
a b i l i t y ,  but  i t s  meaning cannot be Linited t o  the North. Of the 383 re- 
actors currently i n  operation, 23 are i n  the Third World ( s i x  each i n  
India and Taiwan, four i n  South Korea, two each i n  Argentina and South 
Africa, one each i n  Brazil ,  Pakistan and Yugoslavia).  Of the  118 u n i t s  
t o  be completed by 1920, nine are located i n  the South ( four  i n  South 
Korea, three i n  India and one each i n  Argentina and B r a z i l ) .  The dmgers  
i n  the Third World are growing u i t h  i t s  share. 

Chernobyl o f f e r s  the world several urgent lessons. F i r s t  i t  i s  the 
worst, but only the l a t e s t  i n  a ser i e s  of  nuclear a c c i e .  In  the US,  
the most widely know i s  that  of Three Mile Island (1979), but there 
uere many more, from Idaho Falls (1961) t o  Gore, Oklahoma ( l a s t  Januaryi 
through Detroit  and Savannah River, South Carolina (1966); Okonee 
(1972); Palisades (1973); Decatur, Alabama (1975); E m i n ,  Tennessee 
(1981); or Ohio and California (1975). The number of accidents has in -  
creased every year since 1979, reaching 2,974 cases fast  year (Â£0 nore 
than i n  1984); there uere 601 emergency shut downs i n  1985. The UK never 
stepped having problems and accidents wi th  the  Windscale/SeilafieLd 
plant (300 occurrences i n  30 years, including the 1975 f i r e  which de- 
stroyed a reactor,  as a r e s u l t  of which 39 people died of  cancer by 
1983, and four a l e r t s  i n  seven weeks t h i s  year. There were a l so  acci- 
dents i n  I t a l y  i'Trino, 19671, Switzerland (Lucens, 1969), France (Chooz, 
1966; S t .  Lanrent, 1969 and 1980), Japan (Tswuga, 1981) and Argentina 
(Constituyentes,  1983). i n  1984, the French narrouly escaped a major 
accident a t  Bugey, near the Swiss border. In  Spair e ight  accidents uere 
reported a t  Almaras over the l a s t  twelve months. And the Russians them- 
se lves  had accidents a t  Obninsk, Kyshtym (1957),  Novovoronej (1969),  
Shevchenko (1974),  and cer ta in ly  others.  The Americans are now concerned 
tha t  ' t h e  Chernobyl plant had enough of  the advanced sa fe t y  features of 
US reactors t o  ra i se  questions about the e f f ec t i veness  of  plant designs 
i n  the United S ta tes  '. 
A l t  t h i s  points out that  nuclear energy i s  unsafe i n  i t s  present opera- 
t ions .  Further, no one can say with any cer tainty  whac may happen when 
ex i s t ing  plants are decommissioned, and no one knows hou much i t  d i l l  
cos t  (es t imates  range from US$50 mi l l ion  t o  $3 b i l l i o n  per reactor.  I/ 

(continued on page 49) 

I /  Cynthia Pollock, Decommissiming: Nuclear Power's Missing Link - 
{Washington: WorZdwatch Paper 1'69, Apr-LI, 1.9861. 
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12 Y E A R S  AFTER, IVAN ILLICH REVISITS MEDICAL NEMESIS 

A PLEA FOR BODY HISTORY 

Ivan Illich 
Pitzer College 
Claremont, California 91711, USA 

Twelve years ago I wrote Medical Nemesis. The book began 
with the statement, "the medical establishment has become 
the major threat to healthn. Hearing this today I would res- 
pond, "So what?" Today's major pathogen is, I suspect, the 
pursuit of a healthy body. And, importantly, this endeavor 
has a history. 

As a public cause, the pursuit first appears with the emer- 
gence of the nation state. Here, people came to constitute a 
resource, a "population". Health became a qualitative norm 
for armies and then, during the nineteenth century, for 
workers; later, for mothers. In Prussia as in France the 
medical police were charged with its enforcement. But the 
pursuit of health was also understood as a personal right, 
as the physical realization of the Jeffersonian right to the 
pursuit of happiness. The valetudinarian's dream of a ripe 
old age on the job, together with the economy's demand for 
productive workers and fertile reproducers fused in the idea 
of health. But, what began as a duty and entitlement has 
been transmogrified into a pressing need. In 1986, I would 
place the historical phenomenology of this novel need into 
the center of research. For many of our contemporaries, the 
pursuit of health has become consubstantial with the experi- 
ence of their bodies. 

Since I wrote kdical Nemesis, the symbolic character of 
health care has changed. Americans now pay more money to 
health professionals than they spend for either food or 
housing. An instructive paradox appears: medicines, psychol- 
ogies, environments and social arrangements increasingly 
influence how people think and feel, while the concepts and 
theories to which the professions appeal are publicly ques- 
tioned. As a result, expenditures on various and sundry ho- 
listic wellness programs have increased faster than medical 
costs. 

Health appears to lie between the lines of every second ad, 
to be the inspiration of every other media image. Alloca- 
tions for safety, ecology, law enforcement, education and 
civil defense are approved if they can be related to inte- 



gral health care. Therefore, the relative importance of the 
medical establishment within the health sector has been re- 
duced, A curious mixture of opinionated but detailed self- 
care practices joined to a naive enthusiasm for sophistica- 
ted biocratic technology make the efforts and personal at- 
tention of physicians ever more frustratinq. I suspect that 
the actual contribution of medicine today is a minor factor 
in the pathogenic pursuit of health. 

In Medical Nemesis, I set out to examine the spectrum of 
effects generated by medical agents. I called these effects 
"iatroqenic", doing so with a rhetorical purpose. I wanted 
to call public attention to the research on medical effec- 
tiveness carried out during the late fifties and sixties. My 
conclusion stated the obvious: only a small percentage of 
all healing, relief of pain, rehabilitation, consolation and 
prevention was attributable to iatrogenesis. Most of these 
outcomes occur without or in spite of medical attention. 
Further, the iatroqenesis of disease is comparable in impor- 
tance to the iatrogenesis of well-being. What sounded shock- 
ing then, has now become commonplace. In his forecast for 
1986, the US Secretary of Health estimates that 80 to 
100,000 patients will be seriously injured by hospitaliza- 
tion. 

But this kind of accidental damage to individuals was mar- 
ginal to the central argument of my book. I wrote in order 
to highlight the institutional, social and cultural effects 
of the medical system. At the center of my analysis stood 
the iatroqenic reshaping of pain, disease, disability and 
dying, as these phenomena are experienced by their subject. 
The cultural constraints of and the symbolic impact on these 
experiences, insofar as they are mediated by medicine, were 
my interest. I am not dissatisfied with my text, as far as 
it goes; but I am distressed that I was blind to a much more 
profound symbolic iatrogenic effect - the iatrogenesis of 
the body itself. I overlooked the degree to which, at mid- 
century, the experience of "Our Bodies & Our selves" had 
become the result of medical concepts and cares. 

I did not recognize that, in addition to the perception of 
illness, disability, pain and death, the body-percept itself 
had become iatrogenic. Therefore, my analysis was deficient 
in two respects: I did not clarify the historical "Gestalt" 
of that period's body percept or the role of medicine in 
shaping it. And since I was unware of the iatrogenic nature 
of the experienced body, I did not explore its metamorpho- 
sis: the emergence of a body-percept congruent with a post- 
professional high-tech lifestyle. To gain perspective on 
such a contemporary metamorphosis, Body History became for 
me an important condition for an examined life in the 80s. 

I originally came to Body History through teaching on the 
Middle Ages. In my courses on the 12th century, I focus on 



the emergence of certain ideas, on themes arid concepts for 
which antiquity has no true equivalents, but which in our 
time are experienced as certainties. One of these we call 
our "selves". "Some thirty inches from my nose/the frontier 
of my person goes" writes W.H. Auden in one of his poems. If 
you are uncertain about this distinction between yourself 
and all others, you cannot fit into Western society. There 
is general agreement that this sense of Self emerges with 
the Crusades and cathedrals, European peasantry and towns. 
Further, its successive forms and its contrast with the per- 
son in other cultures have been well studied. 

Little attention has been directed to the fact that the Wes- 
tern Self is experienced as flesh and blood, that the birth 
of selfhood endowed Europe with a body of experience unlike 
any other. In collaboration with a colleague studying the 
early 18th century body, I developed concepts necessary for 
a historical phenomenology of the body. And I soon met 
others struggling with the same questions in various periods 
and settings. As Body History takes shape, we are able to 
understand how each historical moment is incarnated in an 
epoch-specific body. We now begin to decipher the body of 
subjective experience as a unique enfleshment of an age's 
ethos. Through these studies, I have learned to see the Wes- 
tern body as a progressive embodiment of Self. 

Searching for a common element which might help me interpret 
disparate changes in the transition from a Romanesque to a 
Gothic worldview, I hit upon the notion of Body History. I 
needed to explain how the odor of sanctity could disappear 
between 1110 and 1180, how relics came to heal on sight, the 
circumstances under which the bodies of the poor souls in 
Purgatory assumed their shapes. Why did the zoormorphs, 
which people the inside of Romanesque churches, become gar- 
goyles poised for takeoff on the outside of Gothic cathe- 
drals? How did the Christ figure, with outstreched arms and 
clothed in royal raiment, become the naked, martyred body 
hanging on a cross by the year 1200? How to explain St. 
Bernard, training abbots for a thousand reformed Cistercian 
monasteries, teaching these men to breast feed their young 
monks with the pure milk of Christ? And, most important be- 
cause of the im.ense social consequences, I began to under- 
stand the context in which the idea of a modern sex and mar- 
riage was shaped: men and women were endowed with "human" 
bodies which each "Self" could give to the other, thereby 
creating kinship ties between their respective families; not 
by the will of the elders, but by a legal contract between 
individuals who exchange rights onto their bodies, a new 
kind of society was coming into being. 

I came to see that there was a distinct awareness of the 
body as the primary locus of experience. E body, specific 
to one period, but subject to profound transformations, 
sometimes occurring within relatively short spans of time, 



was parallel to, but clearly distant from, the body that was 
painted, sculpted and described in that historical moment. 
Then this insight and understanding revealed to me the kind 
of critique which Medical Nemesis needed. At the core of my 
argument there I had placed the art of living - the cultur- 
ally shaped skill and will to live one's age, bearing or 
enduring & enjoying it. As a philosopher, I was interested 
in fostering and protecting this art and its traditions in a 
time of intensive medicalization of daily life. I tried to 
show that the art of living has both a sunny and a shadowy 
side; one can speak of an art of enjoyment and an art of 
suffering. On this point, I was criticized by some who ques- 
tioned my motives: because I saw "culture" in a subjective 
way as including the patterned skill and motivation for the 
"art of suffering", my critics claimed that I was a roman- 
tic, a masochist, or a preacher anxious to restrain any ex- 
pectations of progress. Others applauded my attempt to root 
the concept of culture in the experienced meaning of person- 
al action. 

Body History, however, led me to see what was genuinely de- 
ficient in my analysis. Both enjoyment and suffering are 
abstract concepts. They name opposite forms in which sensa- 
tions are culturally embodied. Enjoyment speaks about the 
localization of pleasure as the "body", and suffering about 
the topology of depression, lassitude, irritation or pain. 
Until recently, I had looked at the body as a natural fact 
which stands outside the historian's domain. I had not un- 
derstood the difference, which can be great, between the 
experienced body and other less ephemeral objects which the 
historian must examine for their use and meaning. My wonder 
at not finding a body like mine in the 12th century led me 
to recognize the iatrogenic "body" of the sixties as the 
result of a social construction which belonged to only one 
generation, albeit in a gender-class, tradition- and place- 
specific way. 

I realize that the medical system cannot engender a body, 
even if it cares for one from conception to brain death. In 
every epoch, bodies exist only in context. They form the 
felt equivalent of an age, insofar as that age can be expe- 
rienced by a specific group. In most periods, women seem to 
have different kinds of bodies than men, serfs different 
from those of lords. The first repairmen of the new wind- 
mills which appeared in the 13th century, itinerant mecha- 
nics, were shunned by city and country folk alike because of 
their feel. 

Transportation plays as large a part in the sociogenesis of 
our bodies as medicine does. Bodies which require daily ship 
ment were unthinkable a few generations ago. We say that we 
"go somewhere" when we drive or fly. Engineering manuals 
speak of "self-transportation" when we use our feet rather 
than the elevator. And we feel entitled to high tech crut- 



ches, deprived if we must fall back on our feet. I can un- 
derstand the body of Americans during the period of the Viet- 
nam war as belonging to homo transportandus, and caricature 
this body as the cancer-frightened consumer of valium. But 
after some study I see that the terms most apt must directly 
refer to a transition now taking place: the dissolution of 
the iatrogenic body into one fitted by and for high tech. 
Choosing the adjective "iatrogenic", I call attention to the 
very special relationship between the medical establishment 
and body perception, a relationship which now dissolves be- 
fore my eyes. I see something occurring. 

Around the middle of this century, the medical establishment 
reached an unprecedented influence over the social construc- 
tion of bodies. Designers deferred to medical norms in crea- 
ting new furniture or automobiles; schools and the media 
inundated the imagination with medical andlor psychiatric 
fantasies; the structures of welfare and insurance systems 
trained everyone for patienthood. We experienced a special 
moment of history, when one agency, namely medicine, reached 
toward a monopoly over the social construction of bodily 
reality. A somewhat comparable situation seems to have oc- 
curred around 1220 when the Church influenced the experience 
of lust: when the polymorphic bodies in the capitals that 
carry romanic churches became mere qarqoils or marginals in 
book S. 

Usually the generation of the felt body cannot be assigned 
to just one agent. When the plague reached Florence in 1622 
to 1623, no "health care system" was mobilized. In a remark- 
able study, Giulia Calvi describes how the entire city rose 
to the challenge of the scourge. Barbers and surgeons, toge- 
ther with candlemakers and smelling salts vendors, magis- 
trates and grave diggers, chaplains of special sanctuaries 
for desperate cases and incense merchants, each had their 
particular response to the epidemic. The flesh of each Flo- 
rentine, be he anguished or diseased was reflected in vari- 
ous ways, as if from mirrors, pools of water, polished me- 
tal, the eyes of neighbours. No single professional body 
could catch the diseased flesh in one single mirror. No one 
agency was endorsed with the power to establish the felt 
body as such. The mid 20th century bid for such a monopoly 
on the part of medicine has been unprecedented. 

I have come to believe that the medical establishment has 
lost this claim during the last ten years. Professional po- 
wer over the definition of reality has reached its apogee 
and is now in decline. At this moment, a confusing mixture 
of high tech and herbal wisdom, bioengineering and autono- 
mous exercise operate to create felt reality, including that 
of the body. Twenty years ago it was common to refer to "the 
body I have" as "my body". We know that this reference to 
ownership in ordinary speech is post-Cartesian. It first 
appears in all European languages with the spread of posses- 



sive individualism, a phenomenon well described by C.B. 
McPherson. But now I frequently meet young people who smile 
when somebody does not "identify" with his body. They speak 
of the body they "are", but then, paradoxically, refer to it 
as "my system". 

During the sixties the medical profession was prominent in 
determining what the body is and how it ought to feel. Dur- 
ing the seventies it has begun to share the power to objec- 
tify people with other agents. From an enterprise that ob- 
jectifies people as bodies or psyches a new model has sprung 
that engenders people who objectify themselves: who conceive 
of themselves as "producers" of their bodies. It is now but 
a part of a new epistemological matrix in the process of 
being formed. It may be one that brings forth people who 
experience themselves as contributors to a complex computer 
program and to see themselves as part of its text. Nothing 
seems to be more important now than the clear distinction 
between the current trend towards "body building" and the 
traditional art of embodying culture. 
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I V ,  ORGANIZATIONS O F  THE RURAL POOR 

Although t h e  o v e r a l l  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i o n  emphasized t h e  need 
t o  h e l p  empower t h e  r u r a l  poor t o  s t r u g g l e  on t h e i r  own b e h a l f ,  t h e r e  
was a l s o  an u n d e r l y i n g  d e s p a i r  t h a t  s o  f a r  such  NGOs a r e  f a i l i n g  t o  do 
t h i s .  T h i s  d e s p a i r  came th rough  n o t  on ly  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  
from t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  t h e  workshop f o c u s s i n g  on t h i s  i s s u e ;  and w h i l e  
it may have dampened t h e  p roceed ings  somewhat, i t  he lped  t o  r a i s e  funda-  
menta l  q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e  n a t u r e  and r o l e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  r u r a l  
poor. 

OWS - = e x p e r i e n c e s  s o  f a r  - 
The e x p e r i e n c e s  of t h e  ORPs s o  f a r  a r e  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  they  have a l s o  
been d o i n g  a  form o f  ' c h a r i t y '  work, d e s p i t e  t h e i r  c l a i m s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a -  
r y ,  i n  t h a t  they  have focussed  on t h e  consequences and n o t  t h e  c a u s e s  of 
p o v e r t y .  T h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h u s  have a t  b e s t  been s a l v a g e  o r  w e l f a r e  
which t r y  t o  g e t  some g a i n s  from t h e  v e r y  sys tem t h a t  c r e a t e s  t h e  prob- 
lems. T h e i r  s o l u t i o n s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  s h o r t  term and i n  many c a s e s  t h e  
v e r y  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  governments  a l s o  a t t e m p t .  Thus t h e  ORPs end up 
n o t  o n l y  do ing  t h e  government 's  job  i n  t h e  immediate s e n s e ,  b u t  a l s o  
h e l p  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  sys tem by l ink. ing t h e  r u r a l  poor i n t o  t h e  sys tem 
i t s e l f .  The ' t a r g e t  group'  approach ,  g e n e r a l l y  used  by ORPs ,  o f t e n  t a k e s  
t h e  form of e c o n o m i s t i c  measures  and does  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e - t o  t h e  empower- 
ment of t h e  r u r a l  poor .  

On t h a  o t h e r  hand, r i s i n g  l e v e l s  of c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of  t h e  o rgan ized  r u r a l  
poor  may c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  By and l a r g e  
t h e r e  was consensus  on t h e  second view,  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a i l -  
u r e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  ORF's cou ld  perhaps  make some c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  changing 
t h e  sys tem IF  they  were a b l e  t o  change themse lves  f i r s t .  

Changing themse lves  - Some p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

O r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  r u r a l  poor ,  w h i l e  they  must o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  i s -  
s u e s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  peop le  themse lves ,  must a l s o  f o c u s  on t h e  l a r g e r  
i s s u e s .  I n  most c a s e s  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  ownershi?  and c o n t r o l  of t h e  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s .  Also e v e r y  e f f o r t  must be made t o  l i n k  up w i t h  o t h e r  NGO's 
even though t h i s  may be  d i f f i c u l t  g i v e n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  and 



techniques to organize the poor are so diversified that there is almost 
no scope to replicate experiences. Still, linking up is essential and 
not only at the NGO level. Linkages have also to be established with 
other groups within the countries, the region and the global level in- 
cluding with political parties, trade unions, and other political and 
professional groups. In fact people's organizations need to be formed in 
all spaces, and organizations of sympathisers and supporters, not only 
political and financial, but also because they often have access to re- 
sources such as professional and scientific knowledge. 

In the collective self analysis, the group discussing organizations of 
the rural poor felt an inadequacy in their own efforts at achieving much 
of the above and felt that even among them a sharing and a solidarity 
was lacking. There was Little inter-NGO consultation and no readyness 
for any broad based consolidation or action. Some, even from within the 
same countries, were talking to each other for the first time during 
this Consultation, and yet they felt the need to come together to define 
a common goal and a common strategy. 

V. RESOURCE M O B I L I Z A T I O N  

All NGO work depends on resources, the main perhaps being committed wor- 
kers and supporters. But the need for funding is often crucial. The is- 
sue of financial resource mobilization was therefore discussed as a se- 
parate and specific issue by one of the groups in which several of the 
donor NGOs participated. 

On the question of self-reliance 

The group started with a discussion on the issue of local NGOs utilizing 
local and foreign resources and becoming self-reliant. The pattern that 
emerged from these discussions was that South Asian NGOs often started 
with outside funding and often from foreign NGO agencies, although there 
were usually strong attempts to make village level activities self- 
reliant. Parallel to this was the realization and acceptance that the 
central costs (co-ordinating and training staff, transport, overheads, 
etc.) could not easily become self-reliant unless attempts were made 
within the countries and local NGOs to raise their own funds. Such ef- 
forts could involve public fund raising; running commercial operations 
allied to their enterprises or those unconnected to local NGO expertise. 
However, given the constraints and problems of local NGOs it was recog- 
nized that South Asian NGOs were putting themselves at some risk in 
doing this because of (a) scarce managerial time; (b) NGO personnel were 
often not competent business people; and (c) they then often ran the 
risk of themselves becoming exploiters of the labour they employed. Thus 
NGOs would still need to rely on funds from foreign donor NGOs. 

The dissatisfaction with the relationship between South Asian NGOs and 
donor NGOs 

Despite the need for foreign NGO funds there is a growing dissatisfac- 
tion with the present relationship between South Asian and donor NGOs. 
South Asian NGOs complained that a huge amount of time and effort was 
lost in the bureaucratic processing of applications; that South Asian 



NGOs often had to fit donor NGO structures of time and category; that 
funding continuity was often upset by political and economic changes in 
donor countries; that donor NGOs often insisted on self-reliance within 
time frames that were often unrealistic; and that South Asian NGOs re- 
sented the patronising attitude of donor NGOs, while donor NGOs complai- 
ned of the "beggar" mentality of Asian NGOs. 

On the need for a more equal relationship 

The group felt that the relationship between recipient and donor NGOs 
could only function smoothly on the basis of a partnership. This concept 
was further defined by the South Asian NGOs by them insisting that donor 
NGOs should prove their commitment to the empowerment of the poor by 
their own work in development education and campaigns in their own coun- 
tries; that donor NGOs should be prepared to support the work of con- 
cientizating the poor and to help with the research necessary for this. 
They should also be prepared to engage in sectoral programmes such as 
taking an ecological perspective in agricultural and technological work, 
and most of all to be cognizant of indigenous knowledge and skills. 

Other issues relating to recipient and donor NGOs 

Essentially the South Asian NGOs were sensitive to the question of de- 
pendency on donor NGOs. The two ways suggested as to how this could be 
minimized are discussed above, that is, self-reliance and the concept of 
a partnership. This discussion, however, also brought up other issues 
worth mentioning, some of which have a bearing on the two main issues: 

. On the question of dependency. it was admitted that anything involv- 
ing money will create a certain amount of dependency. Those for whom 
this is a problem may be able to explain it away by insisting that it 
is, in fact, reparation for previous exploitation, or an exchange in 
payment of the learning and experience acquired by the donor agency; 

. the point was also stressed that South Asian NGOs must always be pre- 
pared to do without outside funds, that is, the basic work must go 
on. It was likely that, if the project was successful, donor agen- 
cies, whether wanted or not, would come after successful projects; 

. that the South Asian NGOs have a responsibility to try to reform do- 
nor NGOs with onerous or misguided policies. They must be morally 
strong to refuse funds from organizations whose philosophy and style 
is unsympathetic to the work that they do. This point is particularly 
important since few donor NGOs are essentially sympathetic to the 
long-term interests of the rural poor. The presentation on donor NGOs 
given earlier in the Consultation made clear that donor NGOs are 
fairly ineffective in their own countries to challenge the policies 
of their own governments which, in turn, are responsible for the po- 
licies of the governments in South Asia. It was suggested that the 
solutions to rural poverty would have to have a global approach espe- 
cially since poverty in the Third World is caused and perpetuated by 
capitalist ideology and its arms, the transnational corporations, 
free trade zones; defence spending, etc. For this, global approach, 
worldwide development education, cross-country campaigns and joint 
political pressures are essential; 



. f o r  t h i s  g l o b a l  approach t o  be s u c c e s s f u l  and even f o r  a  b e t t e r  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  between r e c i p i e n t  and donor NGOs, t h e  donor NGOs sugges ted  
t h a t  South Asian NGOs shou ld  be c l e a r  a s  t o  whether  they  want t o  ac- 
c e p t  funds  from r i c h  c o u n t r y  governments. Also they  need t o  be  c l e a r  
a s  t o  t h e  methods and ways which can be  used t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  work of 
South Asian NGOs S o t  the. purposes  of r a i s i n g  funds  and s u p p o r t  f o r  
them. There must be  agreement i n  o t h e r  words on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  used 
and a  c l a r i t y  on whether  South Asian N G O s  a r e  p repared  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  
demands f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i l l  r e q u i r e .  

. on bo th  s i d e s  i t  was agreed  t h a t  s i m p l i c i t y  and a u s t e r i t y  were v i r -  
t u e s  f o r  b o t h  donor and r e c i p i e n t  NGOs. 

On t h e  q u e s t i o n  of government funds  

The group s t a t e d  t h a t  government money shou ld  be  used by NGOs because  
o t h e r w i s e  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  amounts a v a i l a b l e  w i t h o u t  t h i s  money 
would reach  t h e  p o o r e s t  of t h e  poor.  I t  was s t r e s s e d  t h a t  government 
money was t h e  p e o p l e ' s  money, and i n  any c a s e  money borrowed from t h e  
government ( a s  i n  c r e d i t  schemes) w i l l  f i n a l l y  be  r e p a i d  by t h e  peop le .  
While s t a t i n g  t h i s  t h e  group r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were many problems i n  
u s i n g  government money, b u t  t h a t  t h e s e  cou ld  be  overcome. Some of t h e  
problems and ways t o  overcome them were to :  

make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  money o f f e r e d  i s  f o r  a  p r o j e c t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  
NGO phi losophy;  

. t r y  t o  g e t  maximum f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  f a c e  of o b s t r u c t i v e  a c c o u n t i n g  
p rocedures ;  

. t r y  t o  g e t  f l e x i b i l i t y  from a n  onerous  top-down t a r g e t  type  approach;  

u s e  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  government a s  a  means t o  pe rsuade  
t h e  government t h a t  NGO i n i t i a t i v e s  and ways of working a r e  wor th  
s u p p o r t i n g .  

V I ,  THE NEED FOR CONSOLIDATION AND SOLIDARITY AMONG NGOS 

D e s p i t e  t h e  n e g a t i v i s m  expressed  by t h e  working group on p a s t  exper ien-  
ce3 of  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and s o l i d a r i t y ,  t h e  working group on t h i s  i s s u e  and 
t h e  C o n s u l t a t i o n  a s  a  whole agreed  t h a t  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and s o l i d a r i t y  
were n e c e s s a r y .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i f  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  of t h e  pre-  
s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an a l l  o u t  war a g a i n s t  t h e  poor by t h e  
dominant power s t r u c t u r e .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  t h o s e  who want 
t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h i s  war must p r e p a r e  themse lves  f o r  i t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  s e t -  
backs  they  may have e x p e r i e n c e d .  T h i s  means changing and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
themse lves  I n t e r n a l l y ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  means l i n k i n g  up a t  t h e  l o c a l ,  n a t i o -  
n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  

The p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  

As a l r e a d y  mentioned,  t h e  p a s t  r ecord  of  NGO e f f o r t s  t o  move towards 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and s t r o n g  a l l i a n c e s  h a s  no t  been encourag ing ,  f o r  even 
when they  have been a b l e  t o  work t o g e t h e r  i n  emergency s i t u a t i o n s ,  such 
a l l i a n c e s  have on ly  been temporary.  NGOs have had t h e  tendency t o  work 
i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  t o  do t h e i r  own t h i n g ,  t o  s e t  up t h e i r  l i t t l e  kingdoms 



sometimes t o  t h e  p o i n t  of a c t u a l l y  demarca t ing  a r e a s  and peop le  a s  t h e i r  
own " t e r r i t o r y "  o r  " t a r g e t "  group.  Furthermore,  i n s t e a d  of a  coming t o -  
g e t h e r ,  t h e  tendency has  a l s o  been t o  s p l i t  i n t o  s m a l l e r  g roups  o f t e n  
w i t h  t h e  encouragement and s u p p o r t  of donor o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A l l  t h i s  has  
meant t h a t  NCO e f f o r t s  have remained fragmented and have n o t  added up t o  
becoming any k ind  of a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  system i t s e l f .  

The c a u s e s  of t h i s  l a c k  of s o l i d a r i t y  has  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  o f t e n  been t h e  
r e s u l t  of  p e r s o n a l i t y  problems and m i s t r u s t ;  of c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  f o r  
s c a r c e  r e s o u r c e s ;  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of l a r g e  amounts of donor funds;  t h e  
d i v i s i v e  p o l i c i e s  of  some donor o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  approach ,  
programme and s t r a t e g i e s  and ,  sometimes, a l t h o u g h  f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t  o f t e n ,  
i d e o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  But i t  seems t h a t  many of t h e s e  "problems" s tem 
from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  NGOs working w i t h  t h e  poor have s o  f a r  been working 
l a r g e l y  i n  terms of t h e  d e l i v e r y  of s e r v i c e s ;  i n  s t a r t i n g  income gener -  
a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e t c . ,  and n o t  i n  terms of a  r a d i c a l  movement t o  a t t a c k  
t h e  r o o t  c a u s e s  of  p o v e r t y .  For such a  movement a  framework o r  an ideo-  
logy  i s  a  must ,  and on t h i s  a t  l e a s t  (however vague ly  i t  may be d e f i n e d  
o r  expressed  a t  t h e  moment) t h e r e  seems t o  be l i t t l e  d i sagreement  among 
t h e  NGOs working f o r  t h e  empowerment of t h e  r u r a l  poor .  Focussing on 
t h i s  ideo logy  and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  it cou ld  w e l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  framework f o r  
c o n s o l i d a t i n g  NGO a c t i o n .  At t h e  same t ime ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p r o g r e s -  
s i v e  NGOs t o  c r i t i c a l l y  e v a l u a t e  t h e i r  own e f f o r t s  so f a r ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  
and c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  and t o  s o r t  o u t  o r  even s h e l v e  what d i f f e r e n c e s  they  
may have had. The i n - f i g h t i n g ,  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  each o t h e r ,  t h e  un- 
dermining of  each o t h e r ' s  e f f o r t s ,  and t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s a r r a y  of t h e  NGOs 
must be c u r t a i l e d ,  f o r  i t  is  i n  t h e s e  t h a t  t h e  weakness of t h e  NGO move- 
ment l i e s  and n o t  i n  i t s  l a c k  o i  s i z e  o r  impor tance .  Thus i n t r o s p e c t i o n  
and s e l f - a n a l y s i s ,  common i d e o l o g i e s  and common a c t i o n s  a r e  t h e  keys  t o  
t h e  NGO movement and f o r  t h i s  s e v e r a l  l e v e l s  of a l l i a n c e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l .  

A l l i a n c e s  a t  what l e v e l s ?  Within NGOs 

Now t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  number of NGOs which r e c o g n i z e  t h e  need 
t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  r u r a l  poor  a s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  t i l t i n g  t h e  ba lance  of  
power and r e s o u r c e s  i n  f a v o u r  of  t h e  poor ,  it is  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  such  
NGOs make a  s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  t o  form a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  t h o s e  working f o r  t h e  
same cause .  I n  some c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  some such  a t t e m p t s  a r e  b e i n g  
made, b u t  t h e s e  need t o  be  c o n s c i o u s l y  and c a r e f u l l y  i n t e n s i f i e d .  

A l l i a n c e s  a r e  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  between NGOs u s i n g  d i f f e r e n t  " e n t r y  p o i n t s "  
o r  t h o s e  deve lop ing  a n  e x p e r t i s e  i n  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  l i k e  e d u c a t i o n ;  
h e a l t h  and n u t r i t i o n ;  l e g a l  a i d ;  c r e d i t ;  environment;  r e s e a r c h ;  communi- 
c a t i o n ;  e t c . ,  assuming,  of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  aim of t h e s e  NGOs 
is  a l s o  t o  empower t h e  r u r a l  poor .  

These s p e c i a l  programmes i n  f a c t  need t o  be  used a s  a  means t o  improve 
t h e  r e s o u r c e  b a s e  of  t h e  poor and t o  p o l i t i c i z e  them, f o r  i n  i s o l a t i o n  
t h e s e  programmes have a  tendency t o  on ly  end up a s  d e l i v e r i n g  s e r v i c e s  
and i n p u t s  and t h u s  t end  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s t a t u s  quo and f u r t h e r  weaken 
t h e  poor.  For  example i f  a  programme t o  make c r e d i t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
r u r a l  poor does  n o t  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  e x p l o i t a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  
i t  is n o t  go ing  t o  b e n e f i t  che poor i n  t h e  long run.  Such programmes 
t h e r e f o r e  need t o  work i n  c l o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  NGOs who a r e  concen- 



tracing on organizing the poor. Thus NGOs working in different areas and 
at different levels need to form alliances with each other assuming, of 
course, that they are working for a common cause. 

The need for alliances with other sectors 

The present systems of education, research, media and communications, 
the judiciary, technology and science, etc., are all controlled by and 
serve the dominant classes. These forces can only be opposed by a move- 
ment which attempts to organize and empower the poor, a movement that 
links up with and uses these very instruments of oppression. Thus al- 
liances are necessary not only between like-minded NGOs but also between 
these and progressive journalists, researchers, communication experts, 
scientists, professionals such as doctors, lawyers, architects, engin- 
eers, etc., and again at multiple levels. Participatory and action- 
oriented research done in close collaboration by activists and resear- 
chers is necessary and helps both action and theory. There are already 
some very encouraging examples of such collaboration in the region, e.g. 
between feminist researchers and women activists; between researchers 
and the fish workers movement in India; between scientists and NGOs wor- 
king on environmental issues; and between doctors, engineers, architects 
and NGOs. Such collaboration needs to be systematically improved. 

Collaboration needs to be improved also between NGOs and groups working 
on alternative media and communication. With the help of communication 
experts NGOs need to establish alternative networks of information, de- 
velop alternative communication programmes, document NGO efforts in the 
region and disseminate this information as widely as possible. Since 
there are few groups in the region in development communication, those 
that do exist must make their services available to NGOs in the neigh- 
bouring countries. 

The need for regional and international alliances 

In addition to having alliances and solidarity among like-minded forces 
within each country, there is a need also for alliances in the regional 
and international spaces. Regional alliances in South Asia are particu- 
larly important because the governments of these countries often use the 
threat of border clashes and inter-regional wars to justify vast defence 
expenditures which not only divert vast funds from development, but also 
divert the attention of the people from the real issues of poverty and 
injustice to false feelings of patriotism. Alliances between progressive 
forces in the region could expose such moves. 

In addition, countries in the region share a common history and have 
similar socio, economic, cultural and political structures. They also 
share a common terrain and natural resources such as the environment, 
the mountains and rivers, etc. Thus any change in one affects the 
others, particularly changes in the environment. For instance, if for- 
ests are destroyed in one country, the effect will be felt by the neigh- 
bouring country as well. The progressive forces in the region must 
therefore often fight their struggles in concert with each other. They 
must share their knowledge and their expertise and have a common cause 
against what are common forces working against them. 



Similarly, because the policies and operations of the industrial coun- 
tries have a direct bearing on the developments in the South Asian re- 
gion, it is necessary to have linkages and solidarity with NGOs and 
other progressive forces in the North. Some examples exist of such col- 
laboration on issues like food aid to Bangladesh; the role of drug 
transnationals in Bangladesh; baby food; operations of transnationals 
encouraging indiscriminate use of pesticides and fertilizers, etc. In 
such cases the initiative for identifying issues and starting interna- 
tional campaigns around them should come from NGOs in South Asia who 
should then invite NGOs from the North to support the issues by lobbying 
and campaigning for them in their own countries. Support from donor NGOs 
cannot be only in the form of financial assistance, they must also focus 
on the policies that help perpetuate the poverty in South Asia, policies 
that are invariably instigated and supported by their own governments 
and their own people. 

Specific recommendations on possibilities of consolidation and solidar- 
ity were given by the group working on this issue. These are given in 
section V111 which deals specifically with the recommendations of the 
Consultation. 

V I I ,  F I V E  M A J O R  ISSUES 

Throughout the discussions there were several issues that continuously 
came up. Five of these were of such importance that it is perhaps neces-- 
sary to highlight them by presenting them separately even though they 
may have been discussed previously in this report. 

Ownership and control of natural resources 

Repeatedly the participants brought up the fact that NGOs have so far 
only worked towards "helping" the poor to marginally take advantage of 
some of the opportunities available to them. They have not focussed at- 
tention on basic changes in society. For the rural poor the most basic 
of these is the ownership and control of natural resources. In other 
words, long-term solutions like the issue of land, resource and asset 
reform is a prerequisite to alleviating rural poverty and NGOs must 
therefore help organize and empower the poor to demand these. 

In general there was agreement that, given the present nature of de- 
velopment, the poor do not have a future in South Asia unless the very 
process of the development is reversed. The result of the present pro- 
cess of development has damaged the resource base of the poor and by 
simply linking them into the system, NGOs are making them dependent on 
the very system that exploits them. The system itself therefore needs to 
be changed, and the participants generally agreed that, as a group, they 
recognized the right of the poor to the primary resource base; that they 
recognized the need for NGOs to work CO help the poor re-acquire the 
ownership by both men and women of the primary resource base; that they 
recognized the need to work to diminish the erosion of this resource 
base and they agreed that NGOs must work for essential changes in the 
power structure; i.e. that NGOs must work for social transformation and 
not merely to keep the poor at marginal levels of existence. 



The i s s u e  of women 

The s i t u a t i o n  of poor  r u r a l  women r e c e i v e d  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  n o t ,  a s  
i t  was argued i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on women, because  women's i s s u e s  a r e  
s e p a r a t e ,  b u t  because t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  of women a r e  d i f f e r e n t  and t h e i r  
methods of d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  Women a r e  o f t e n  t h e  f i r s t  
t o  g e t  m a r g i n a l i z e d  by development and they  a r e  u s u a l l y  t h e  l a s t  f o r  
whom a l t e r n a t i v e  occupat ions/employment  a r e  g e n e r a t e d .  I n  many c a s e s  
women have s u f f e r e d  more than  men a s  a  r e s u l t  of development  p o l i c i e s ,  
The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  machinery,  changes i n  c ropp ing  p a t t e r n s  
and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  environment  h a s  had t h e  e f f e c t  of i n c r e a s i n g  
t h e  work l o a d  of t h o s e  women s t i l l  invo lved  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  o r  
they  have e n t i r e l y  removed women from t h e  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s ,  
t h e  impact on women h a s  been n e g a t i v e .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  of 
changes i n  t h e  c ropp ing  p a t t e r n s  and t h e  use  of  g r e e n  r e v o l u t i o n  t ech-  
nology AND e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  of env i ronmenta l  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

Few government p o l i c i e s  and schemes r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  o r  c a t e r  t o  women a s  
p o s s i b l e  " b e n e f i c i a r i e s "  dzd s a d l y  most NGOs a l s o  have a. male b i a s ,  e s -  
p e c i a l l y  when I s s u e s  l i k e  t h e  ownership aria a c c e s s  of land and o t h e r  
r e s o u r c e s  a r e  concerned.  And y e t  women can be more open t o  c o l l e c t i v e  o r  
group a c t i o n  because  of t h e i r  need t o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  p r o t e c t  themselves. 
and a l s o  due t b  t h e i r  b i n d i n g  r o l e  w i t h i n  t h e  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e .  S e v e r a l  
examples e x i s t  of women "saving" themselves and t h e i r  communities from 
development ,  a s  when women r e s i s t e d  a  l i m e  s t o n e  quar ry  i n  Almoda, o r  
when they  r e s i s t e d  r e s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Assam, o r  i n  t h e  Chipko Movement 
where women p layed  a  majoi r o l e  t n  p r e v e n t i n g  d e f o r e s t a t i o n .  

The women's movement i t s e l f  r r a v l a e s  mnny an i n s i g h t  i n t o  how people  can 
c o l l a b c r a t e  and s t r u g g l e  c c l l e c t i ~ t - . l y  on i s s u e s .  Whether t h e s e  exper ien-  
c e s  a r e  used o r  n o t  f o r  t h e  NC-0 movement, NGOs must c o n t i n u o u s l y  keep i n  
f o c u s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  n e e d s ,  demands and a s p i r a t i o n s  of women w i t h o u t ,  
however, a t t e m p t i n g  t o  t a k e  over  c ?  submerge t h e  women's movement i t -  
s e l f .  The r o l e  of women i n  a i c u r n a t i v e  development i s  c r u c i a l  because  
w i t h o u t  ttie women t h e r e  car. be  no a l t e r n a t i v e ,  j u s t  a s  w i t h o u t  them 
t h e r e  can ? e  no development ,  b u t  ,women must themselves d e c i d e  what t h i s  
r o l e  w i l l  I e .  

The environment  i s s u e  

The i s s u e  of env i ronmenta l  d e & t r u c t i o n  and t h e  r o l e  t h a t  t h i s  play.9 i n  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  l e v e l s  of pover ty  r e c e i v e d  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  by t h e  
g roup .  For t h e  r u r a l  poor  t h e  environment I s  l i t e r a l l y  t h e  e n t i t y  on 
which they  e x i s t ,  b u t  s i n c e  i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  e n t i t y  on which a l l  deveiop-  
ment depends ,  i t  has  been I n c r e a s i n g l y  d e p l e t e d  by t h e  dominant c l a s s e s  
f o r  t h e i r  own purposes .  T h i s  d e p l e t i o n  and d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  a c t u a l i t y  has  
meant d e f o r e s t a t i o n ;  f l o o d s  and l a n d s l i d e s :  s o i l  e r o s i o n ;  f'.iel, fodder  
and  food s h c r t a g e s ,  and t h e  res :? t t l ement  of whole c o m u n i t i e s ,  a l l  of 
which have n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  poor ( e s p e c i d l l y  t h e  women) and corn- 
pounded t h e  povrii't-y s i t u a t i o n .  

The group t h e r e f o r e  a g r e e s  t h a t  a l l  development must c o n s i d e r  t h e  ques-  
t i o n  of e n v i r ~ ~ n m e n ~ ~ l  d e s t r u c t i c r i  and NGOs must t h e r e f o r e  always look a t  
t h e  long-term e f f e c t s  of development p o l i c i e s .  Environmental  p r o t e c t i o n  



i n  i t s e l f ,  however ,  i s  n o t  t h e  i s s u e .  The c o n c e r n  must b e  f o r  how t h e  
env i ronmen t  i s  u sed  and f o r  whom, and t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s  must b e  made by 
t h o s e  dependen t  on  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i . e .  i n  most. c a s e s ,  t h e  r u r a l  p o o r .  

P o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a n o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e ~ ~ t  and NGO S tr- 

A s  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  g r o u p  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  between p o v e r t y  and t h e  p r e s e n t  n a t u r e  of deve lopmen t .  An a l t e r n a -  
t i v e  t h e r e f o r e  was  needed .  At t h e  same t i m e  i t  was a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  NGOs 
had  n o t  y e t  d e f i n e d  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  what  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o u l d  be  o r  
what  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  work ing  towards .  One o f  t h e  g r o u p s  t h e r e f o r e  p r e -  
p a r e d  a  t e n t a t i v e  and somewhat f u t u r i s t i c  i d e a  t o  be  used  a s  a p o i n t  of 
d e p a r t u r e  on f u t u r e  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h i s  i s s u e .  

Given t h e  c r i t i q u e  of development  and  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  p l e n a r y ,  t h e  
g roup  work ing  on t h i s  i s s u e  s u g g e s t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  t h a t  t h e  poor  must have  
o w n e r s h i p  of t h e  p r i m a r y  p r o d u c t i v e  r e s o u r c e s  ( l a n d ,  w a t e r ,  f o r e s t s ,  
e t c . ) .  I n  o t h e r  words  t h e  poor  must meet t h e i r  b a s i c  n e e d s  b u t  t h e s e  
n e e d s  must b e  d e f i n e d  and p r o v i d e d  by t h e  poor  t h e m s e l v e s .  This owner- 
s h i p  must a l s o  b e  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s ,  t h a t  i s  t h a t  women must a l s o  
be  owners .  Models  f o r  t h i s  do e x i s t  i n  p o c t e t s  and t h e s e  c o u l d  b e  r e p l i -  
c a r e d .  A l s o  i n d i g e n o u s  i r . s t i t u t i o n s ,  many of which a i e  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  can  
b e  u s e d  f o r  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  deve lopmen t .  The b a s i c  a s s u m p t i o n  b e h i n d  
t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  c h a t  p e o p l e ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  p o o r ,  c c  f u n c t i o n  on 
t h e i r  own and  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  human b e i n g s  c a n  change.  NGOs can  p l a y  a  
r o l e  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  s t a g e  by h e l p i n g  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  change ,  b u t  
t h e y  c a n n o t  and must n o t  a l l o w  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  become t h e  " a l t e r n a t i v e "  
power s t r u c t u r e .  

S p e c i f i c i t i e s  of a n o t h e r  deve lopmen t  

More s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  g roup  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m  was a n  e s s e n -  
t i a l  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  i o r  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  nried n o t  b e  un i -  
form.  In  f a c t  f o r  i t  C O  b e  r e a l l y  peop le -baaed ,  i t  would need  t o  b e  d i -  
v e r s i f i e d  and r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  of d i f f e r e n t  communi t i e s  and 
b a s e d  on t h e  e c o  s y s t e m s ;  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  approach  must b e  h o L i s t . 1 ~ .  
a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m  was d e f i n e d  a3 n o t  o n l y  l a n d  r e fo rm,  but. a l s u  i n c l u d e d  
r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  a c c e s s  and c o n t r o l  o f  w a t e r ,  i r r i g a t i o n ,  p a s t u r e s ,  f o r -  
e s t s ,  e t c .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h o i c e  on s u c h  ' a g r i c u l t u r a l  
deve lopmen t '  must  b e  b a s e d  on c h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  and i n  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  eco-svscem. 

A  q u p o t i o n  r a i s e d  a t  t h i s  p c i n t  was w h e t h e r  s u c h  a  sys t em c o u l d  p roduce  
t h e  s u r p l u s  food  needed f o r  t h e  u r b a n  s e c t o r s  and  a l s o ,  g i v e n  t h e  e x i s - ,  
t l n g  l e v e l s  of c a s h  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  whe the r  t h e  r u r a l  poor  c o u l d  do  wj th -  
a u t  c a s h .  I n  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  i t  was a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  d i d  n o t  
e n v i s a g e  a  c a s h l e s s  s o c i e t y .  S u r p l u s e s  would b e  produced t o  f e e d  ckte 
u rban  a e c t j r  and t o  g e n e r a t e  cash b u t  c h a t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m ,  
L S , ~ . ,  a i i r p - l ~ 5  v c u i d  ;-.(? r ~ -n r I : : c c r i  ;ind de t e r r a ined  by t h e  p o o r .  l n  o ~ i i e i .  
words ,  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  o f  t ood  must b e  f e d  f i r s t ,  :t.s r e s t .  wr,uId t e e d  t h y  
u r b a n  s e c t o r  b u t  no food would b e  p roduced  f o r  e x p o r t .  DeveIopraenc b a s e d  
on t h e  e c o  s i r s t em would a l s o  c u r t a i l  rampant  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  on t h e  o n e  
hand b e c a u s e  c h i s  t y p e  o f  developraenc h a s  c remendous employment po ten -  
t i a l  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  d i s c  b e c a u s e  it c o u l d  l e a 4  t , ~  t h e  r e b i r t h  c81 



c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  which would g i v e  f u r t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  employment 
i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  i n d u s t r i a l  development would be geared  t o  l o c a l  needs and t o  
t h e  needs  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  and no t  t o  t h e  e l i t e  o r  t o  t h e  world c a p i t a l -  
i s t  system. T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no f u r t h e r  de- 
velopment of i n d u s t r y ,  on ly  t h a t  t h e  commodities produced would c a t e r  t o  
t h e  needs  of a  l a r g e r  number of peop le .  An example of t h i s  was t h a t  a l -  
though s t e e l  would c o n t i n u e  t o  be produced,  i t  would be used say f o r  
b i c y c l e s  r a t h e r  than  f o r  c a r s  o r  o t h e r  luxury  and w a s t e f u l  i t e m s .  

Such a  s o c i e t y ,  however, would no t  be " s i m p l i s t i c "  and nor  was i t  an 
a t t e m p t  t o  r e v e r t  t o  some i d e a l i s t i c  p a s t .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y  such  a  system 
would r e q u i r e  ve ry  advanced l e v e l s  of s c i e n c e  and t echnology .  I n  f a c t ,  
t h e  knowledge component i s  t h e  most impor tan t  component f o r  t h i s  a l t e r -  
n a t i v e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  concep t  of knowledge i t s e l f  w i l l  need t o  be  
changed. I t  w i l l  have t o  be  "advanced" and h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and y e t  
must be based on ind igenous  knowledge and e a s i l y  unders tood  and handled 
by a l l  t h o s e  t o  whom i t  w i l l  r e l a t e .  I n  o t h e r  words,  "advanced" know- 
l e d g e  w i l l  have t o  reach  o u t  and work w i t h  ind igenous  knowledge, c rea -  
t i n g  a  new concept  of "knowledge" t h a t  is not  e x c l u s i v e  o r  e l i t i s t .  

Such a  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  s o c i e t y  would be he ld  t o g e t h e r  by a  s t a t e  t h a t  i s  
n o t  an owner, a  p roducer  o r  a  p r o v i d e r .  The s t a t e  would merely co-ordi-  
n a t e  o r  l i n k  up t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s ,  p rov ide  communication and i n f r a -  
s t r u c t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and conduct  t h e  r e s e a r c h  and exper iments ,  e t c . ,  
needed by t h e  peop le .  Th is  type  of s t a t e  would n o t  govern t h e  peop le ,  
b u t  cou ld  a r b i t r a t e  i f  n e c e s s a r y  shou ld  c o n f l i c t s  and t e n s i o n s  w i t h i n  
r e g i o n s  a r i s e .  I t  would n o t  t h e r e f o r e  need t o  r e t a i n  an army f o r  l o c a l  
c o n t r o l  because  " c o n t r o l "  7 - - Â ¥ Â ¥  *ha- . . .  he in cho har-ds n f  f b e  ?enp le  them- 
s e l v e s  and t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  would r e l e a s e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  funds  f o r  t h e  de- 
velopment of an a l t e r n a t i v e  based on t h e  eco-system. 

NGO s t r a t e g y  

I n  o r d e r  t o  mova towards t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h e  group s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  NGOs 
shou ld  keep i n  mind and work towards t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

NGOs shou ld  n o t  cause  r e g i o n a l  imbalances e i t h e r  by going i n t o  a r e a s  
where work is  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  done,  o r  by c o n c e n t r a t i n g  t o o  many re -  
s o u r c e s  i n  one a r e a ;  

NGO p l a n s ,  programmes and s t r a t e g i e s  must be  t a k e n  up n o t  j u s t  on t h e  
needs  of  t h e  poor ,  b u t  BY t h e  peop le  themse lves ;  

programmes ~ h o u l d  n o t  on ly  be  r e l i e f / c o n c e r n / a c t i o n s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  
mode ls /exper iments  must have a  l a r g e r  i n f l u e n c e  and must i n f l u e n c e  
p o l i c y .  Advocacy by NGOs i s  e s s e n t i a l  because  a  few "good" NGOs can- 
n o t  change t h e  system u n l e s s  they  change o t h e r  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ;  

NGOs must c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of eco logy ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  no 
o t h e r  g roups  ( t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  p e a s a n t  u n i o n s ,  e t c . , )  
a r e  s o  f a r  g i v i n g  importance t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ;  

t h e  r o l e  of N G O s  l i e s  n o t  on ly  i n  exper iment ing  and c r e a t i n g  models 
of  a l t e r n a t i v e  development ,  bu t  a l s o  i n  a c t i o n  and r e s i s t a n c e .  A t  t h e  



same t ime ,  t h e i r  r o l e  must b e  t o  p rov ide  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t o  communicate 
i s s u e s ,  t o  change p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  t o  b u i l d  up s u p p o r t  and,  a s  s a i d  
e a r l i e r ,  t o  i n f l u e n c e  p o l i c y ;  

l a s t l y ,  and most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  NGO demands must be c l e a r .  Those work- 
i n g  w i t h  t h e  r u r a l  poor must t h e r e f o r e  p r e s s u r e  f o r  t h e  ownership and 
c o n t r o l  of t h e  pr imary p r o d u c t i v e  r e s o u r c e s  by t h e  r u r a l  poor/commun- 
i t y  ( i n c l u d i n g  women). Where ownership is no t  p o s s i b l e ,  such a s  i n  
t h e  c a s e s  of t h e  s e a  o r  r i v e r s ,  t h e  demand f o r  a c c e s s  and c o n t r o l  by 
t h e  poor  i s  a  must .  

The importance of  a r e g i o n a l  focus :  Shar ing  One E a r t h  

R e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  sub-con t inen t  of South As ia  
i s  un ique  i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  oneness.  It  i s  i n  
f a c t  s o  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  and s o  i n t e r l i n k e d  t h a t  i t  is  a lmos t  inconce iv-  
a b l e  t h a t  change can  occur  i n  one coun t ry  w i t h o u t  t h a t  change a f f e c t i n g  
t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l ,  b u t  
even more v a l i d  when we c o n s i d e r  e c o l o g i c a l  o r  env i ronmenta l  changes.  
Thus, i f  a n o t h e r  development i s  t o  be  based on t h e  eco-system, t h i s  de- 
velopment w i l l  have t o  occur  a t  t h e  s u b - c o n t i n e n t a l  l e v e l .  As such pro- 
g r e s s i v e  f o r c e s  i n  a l l  t h e  Sou th  Asian c o u n t r i e s  must come t o g e t h e r  t h e  
b a s i s  of  t h i s  t o g e t h e r n e s s  i s  t h e  eco-system i t s e l f .  The peop le  of t h e  
s u b c o n t i n e n t  s h a r e  one e a r t h ,  a n  e a r t h  t h a t  must be  i n h e r i t e d  by t h e  
poor  of  a l l  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  boundar ies .  

V 1  I I , RECOMMENDATIONS 
Developing l i n k s  and s o l i d a r i t y  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s p a c e s  and between d i f f e r -  
e n t  s e c t o r s  h a s  t o  be  c a r e f u l l y  planned and i s  a  slow p r o c e s s .  It h a s  t o  
s t a r t  w i t h  g e t t i n g  t o  know each  o t h e r  b e t t e r  th rough  v i s i t s  t o  each  
o t h e r ' s  a r e a s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  f i e l d  workers  i n  j o i n t  t r a i n i n g  program- 
mes, p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  workshops, e t c .  Such i n t e r - a c t i o n  is  most c r u c i a l  
a t  t h e  community l e v e l  between t h e  workers  of  d i f f e r e n t  N G O s ,  f o r  i t  i s  
on ly  th rough  such  i n t e r a c t i o n  t h a t  a  mean ingfu l  unders tand ing  about  each 
o t h e r ' s  work and enough t r u s t  t o  work t o g e t h e r ,  can  emerge. Gradua l ly  
a l l i a n c e s  can b e  made on s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s .  As t h e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between N G O s  improves they  can move towards t a k i n g  up j o i n t  programmes. 
The p r o c e s s  of deve lop ing  s o l i d a r i t y  must be  slow and c a r e f u l l y  planned 
because  i n  t h e  p a s t  NGOs have t r i e d  t o  f o r g e  s o l i d a r i t y  i n  a hur ry .  T h i s  
has  l e d  t o  s e t b a c k s  i n  t h e  movement and t o  a  cyn ic i sm about  conso l ida -  
t i o n  and s o l i d a r i t y .  

The group working on t h e  i s s u e  of  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and s o l i d a r i t y  among 
NGOs s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i n s t e a d  of making g e n e r a l  recommendations on t h i s  
i s s u e ,  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i o n  shou ld  d e c i d e  t o  i d e n t i f y  i s s u e s  around which 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  NGOs shou ld  t r y  t o  work t o g e t h e r .  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  because  of t h e  consensus which had emerged on t h e  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  of pover ty  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  environment ,  t h e  NGOs shou ld  
s t a r t  a  campaign t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  r a p i d  and con t inuous  e r o s i o n  of t h e  
pr imary and p r o d u c t i v e  r e s o u r c e  b a s e  of t h e  poor " l a n d ,  w a t e r ,  f o r e s t s )  
and t o  s t r u g g l e  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  ownership and c o n t r o l  of chese  r e s o u r c e s  
by t h e  poor.  

A f t e r  some d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  made by t h e  group was accep ted  by 
t h e  p l e n a r y .  I t  was f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  framework of t h i s  b road  



issue, that NGOs could identify narrower and short-term issues according 
to the local and immediate situation to start joint campaigns. On issues 
which have regional and international implications, solidarity campaigns 
at these levels could also be started. Either competent national NGOs or 
existing regional NGOs, like ACFOD, could be asked to coordinate these 
campaigns. 

The following could be the main components of a campaign on such issues: 

. participatory and action-oriented research to gather information and 
to develop a critique of the negative developments taking place; 

. dissemination of this information and the NGO perspective to initiate 
debates and mobilise public opinion; 

. action programmes at different levels to raise the consciousness of 
the people and to help them get organised to challenge harmful poli- 
cies and programmes; 

. action to experiment with programmes and strategies for development. 
For example if depletion of forest resources is an issue, then commu- 
nity forestry programmes could be initiated by NGOs. These alterna- 
tives have, however, to be carefully planned and constantly monitored 
to ensure that they are empowering the poor and not getting them co- 
opted into the existing system. 

The Consultation also suggested that the following programmes be taken 
up or continued at the South Asian level: 

. sharing of information and audio-visual materials on major develop- 
ment issues and people's organizations and movements in the region; 

. organization of regional training programmes in development commu- 
nication. It was decided that FFHCIAD, in collaboration with CEhQIT, 
w i l l  initiate action on these two points immediately; 

. continuation of regional training programmes and exchange visits 
being organized by FFHC/AD and ACFOD; 

. identification of common actions by similar groups/NGOs in the dif- 
ferent countries. 
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HAC I A OTRO VENEZUELA? 
For Luis Raul Matos Azocar 
Diputado a 1  Congreso Nacional 
Caracas, Venezuela 

A continuacidn r e p r o d u h o s  urn version m y  condensada de un trabajo 
elaborado por Luis Raul Hatos. E l  autor fue Ministro de Planeaci6n de 
1984 a 1985. Es m i e h  del  Consejo del  IFDA. 

Resumen: En este artfculo, extract0 de un trabajo tres veces Bias largo, 
el autor muestra que el Venezuela se encuentra en una encrucijada. El 
tiempo de la facilidad pennitido por la renta petrolera est5 caduco. La 
crisis que es multidimensional va mucho m5s lejo que sus dimensiones 
financieras y econ6micas: es tambien social, cultural, polftica, con una 
gravedad aGn mas importante que la abundancia financiera no habia re- 
suelto en nada. El 7' Plan habia sugerido una salida, de la cual el au- 
tor esboza el rumbo, pero un Venezuela diferente no se obtendrz sin lu- 
chas populares acompanadas de una revision de la funci6n de 10s partidos 
y de un fortalecimiento de la autonomla de 10s trabajadores, tendiente 
no hacia una nueva hegemonia pero hacia un major equilibrio de 10s pode- 
res reflejando las portaciones de cada grupo social a la sociedad. 

TOWARDS ANOTHER VENEZUELA? 

Abstract: In this paper, condensed from an analysis three times as long, 
the author shows that Venezuela is at the crossroads. The times of lax- 
ism permitted by the oil rent is over. The multidimensional crisis goes 
much beyond its financial or even economic dimensions. It is also so- 
cial, cultural, political, and is all the more serious in that even fi- 
nancial affluence has not solved anything. The 7th Plan offered a way 
out, which is briefly outlined, but another Venezuela will not be pos- 
sible without people's struggles accompanied by a revision of the role 
of the political parties and a strengthening of the workers' autonomy 
aiming not at a new hegemony but at a better balance of power reflecting 
the contribution of each social group to society. 

VERS UN AUTRE VENEZUELA? 

Resume: Dans cet article, condense d'un travail trois fois plus long, 
l'auteur montre que Ie Venezuela se trouve 2 la croisee des chemins. Le 
temps de la facilite pennise par la rente petroli6re est revolu. La cri- 
se est multidimensionelle, allant bien au-dela de ses dimensions finan- 
cisres et meme 6conomiques: elle est aussi sociale, culturelle, politi- 
que, et elle est d'autant plus grave que I'abondance financiere meme 
n'avait rien resolu. Le 7e Plan avait suggere une issue, dont l'auteur 
esquisse la direction, mais un autre Venezuela ne se fera pas sans lut- 
tes populaires acccompagn6es d'une revision du r31e des partis et d'un 
renforcement de l'autonomie des travailleurs, tendant non 2 une nouvelle 
h6gGmonie. mais 2 un meilleur gquilibre des pouvoirs reflgtant les ap- 
ports de chaque groupe social ii la societ6. 



Luis Raul Matos Azocar 

H A C I A  OTRO V E N E Z U E L A ?  

VENEZUELA:  UN P A I S  EN PUNT0 DE I N F L E X I O N  

Venezuela se encuentra hoy en una encrucijada. En un punto 
donde es posible cambiar de rumbo o seguir avanzando a pasos 
acelerados, movidos por las fuerzas tradicionales hacia un 
tiinel todavia m5s oscuro que el actual. A esa encrucijada 
hemos lleqado no por azar sino como resultado de 10s acier- 
tos y de 10s errores del pasado, per0 fundamentalmente como 
resultado de un proceso de modernizacien acelerada a la cual 
se considera bondadosa en si misma y capaz de superar las 
distorsiones heredadas. El proceso se impulse sin evaluar 
sus efectos sobre la estructura politica y las restricciones 
que imponia a 10s necesarios cambios futures. 

Una economia y una sociedad, acostumbradas a actuar bajo el 
estlmulo embriagador y deslumbrante de unos ingresos petro- 
leros siempre en ascenso, de sdbito asisten una manana a la 
caida del precio del crudo y en su asombro revelan su ausen- 
cia de estrategia de futuro y una escasa capacidad de res- 
puesta para contener 10s inmediatos y negatives efectos de 
aquel f en6meno. 

No faltaron quienes alertaron a1 pals sobre la pesadilla de 
su futuro inmediato, mSs sus voces fueron descalificadas sin 
ser oidas. Los sectores dirigentes de la sociedad, politicos 
y empresariales, no tenlan tiempo, victimas del ensueno pe- 
trolero, para imaqinar obstSculos en su concepci6n lineal 
del progreso; el futuro no habia porqu6 concebirlo como un 
objetivo a conquistar de forma planificada, racional y pa- 
cientemente, con costos y beneficios, puesto que ello era un 
destino perfectamente preconcebido legado por le man5 de la 
abundancia petrolera ( . . . l  

Estamos asistiendo desde hace varies anos a un proceso de 
transformaciOn de nuestra sociedad; lentamente nos vamos 
convirtiendo en otro pals, distinto a1 de todas las dkcadas 
anteriores. Los signos externos de ese cambio han sido en- 
globados bajo el termino de la crisis, un proceso que va mSs 
all5 de 10 econ6mic0, con todo el impact0 de la caida de 10s 
inqresos petroleros, la deuda externa y la recesien eco- 
nomica; su presencia se deja sentir tambi6n en las esferas 
pollticas y socio-cultural, sin embargo, sus expresiones 
son aqul menos evidentes toda vez que no tocan nuestra coti- 
dianidad con la misma fuerza que en 10 econemico, 10 que 
tambi6n explica la menor adherencia y propuestas de cambio 
en dichas areas, y si ataques feroces desde las estructuras 
de poder a aquellos pocos que osan plantear el problema. 

En sintesis a la transicien de la sociedad de abundancia 
relativa (la de Venezuela la rentista) a la Venezuela de la 



escasez (escasez de divisas, de oportunidades de trabajo, 
de recursos fiscales). A la transformation que ests ocu- 
rriendo en la lucha y preservation del poder (capital + co- 
nocimiento + informacion) es 10 que hemos llamado un punto 
de inflexion hist6rica. Un punto donde 10 viejo y 10 nuevo 
puqnan por la domination del uno sobre el otro ( . . . )  

1. Las manifestaciones de la inflexion: 

Para el pensamiento conservador y dominante en nuestra so- 
ciedad la crisis que vive Venezuela se reduce en mucho y en 
10 fundamental a 10 economico, ella es sinonimo de deuda 
externa, recesion economics tasas de interbs, P.T.B., etc. 
Lo social y 10 politico vienen por anadidura. Sin reactiva- 
cion econSmica no hay empleo; primer0 hay que crecer para 
lueqo redistribuir 10s beneficios; 10s sectores populares 
deben aceptar la reduction del "qasto corriente" para favo- 
recer el increment0 del "qasto de inversion", generador de 
empleo y bienestar social, etc. 

Nuestra objeci6n a este tipo de razonamiento no busca res- 
tarle importancia a 10s factores economicos, sino jerarqui- 
zaci6n en su justa medida de 10s otros pianos de la realidad 
social, polftica y cultural donde tambi6n se express la cri- 
sis. Se trata de un esfuerzo por superar las visiones par- 
ciales y sesqadas por intereses particulares, e intentar 
comprender la realidad en todas sus dimensiones dado que la 
crisis actual no es una simple manifestaci6n coyuntural de 
estancamiento economico similar a 10 ocurrido en 1960 cuando 
10s actores politicos recien se iniciaban y qozaban de un 
gran prestigio en la colectividad. La leqitimidad polftica 
permit6 exiqir el sacrificio necesario para echar a andar la 
producci6n interna. La actual crisis es mas compleja y no 
admite recetas simplistas. Ella es la expresi6n de causas 
diversas que en su interacci6n en el conjunto social se re- 
troalimentan las unas con las otras. De all: que para evitar 
la vision parcial ya criticada hablemos del caracter multi- 
dimensional de la Crisis. Sin embargo, por razones de cla- 
ridad expositiva, debemos presentar cada dimension por sepa- 
rado. 

2. El caracter multidimensional de la crisis 

En un estudio de La Organization de Estados Americanos I/, 
se plantea refiriendose a America Latina, que 

A pesar de que e l  progreso econdmics alcanzadc a trauds de t r e s  
decadas de esfuerzo se r e f i e j d  en niveles  medios de ingresos y de 
consumo mds a l t o  para todos Los gmpos sociales ,  no se logrd m d i -  
f icar  las  condiciones bdsicas que determinan e l  bienestar social .  
Pese a Los progresos en Los compos de La salud, educacicfn, e t c . ,  La 

I /  Los e fectos  sociales  de La c r i s i s  financiers de America y e l  Caribe, - 
VIII Reunion de Ministros de Trabajo, San Jose', Costa Rica. 



reaZidad e s  que subs i s t i e ron  Las de&paldades  exces ivas  en 'La d i s -  
tri.buci.5n de La r iqueza  y de l  ingreso,  se progres6 apenas en f o m a  
h e  y marginal en Za lucha contra e t  desempteo y s u b - e w e o ,  se 
permitid La existen-cia de niveLes de pobreza exageradamente a l t o s  y 
gene~a. l i zados ,  p e r s i s t i b  La t e ~ d e n c i a  haeia l a  depfes idn  de 10s 
sa la r i e s ,  se perdid g'rsdualmente eL control  de La icfLa.ci6n y se 
o f r ec id  est1muLo i n s u f i c i e n t e  a La producc-ion agr icola ,  en especia l  
de ali-mentos. 

El mismo estudio sezala que ese proceso econ6mico y moderni- 
zador latinoamericano era vulnerable "no solo a 10s desequi- 
librios sociales ya anotados, sino a ciertas deficiencias 
estructurales de carscter puramente econ6mico". Asl cuando 
en 1973 se cierra el largo perlodo de crecimiento econ6mico 
iniciado en 1945 en el mundo industrializado, y aumentaron 
la inflation, el desempleo y el proteccionismo, precisamente 
en una epoca de aumento en el precio del petrfileo, la vulne- 
rabilidad de las economlas latinoamericanas con respecto a 
las economlas de las areas industrializadas y las pollticas 
de sus gobiernos se hizo muy evidente, debiendose recurrir 
a1 endeudamiento externo como alternativa para mantener el 
ritmo de crecimiento. De esa manera America Latina, que tuvo 
un saldo total desembolsado de la deuda externa de USS41.500 
millones en 1973, vi6 incrementarse dicho saldo a 229.000 
millones en 1980. Cuando a esto se le suma 10s efectos por 
el increment0 de las tasas de interes, etc, se produce el 
estallido de la crisis de la deuda externa que acusan hoy en 
dia 10s palses de la region convertidos ahora en "exporta- 
dores netos de capital". 

Sin ocultar 10s dramaticos efectos y consecuencias que tiene 
la deuda externa para nuestros palses, el estudio comentado 
evita asociar la crisis de la region con el problema de la 
deuda externa; esta crisis no hace sino poner de manifiesto 
la existencia soterrada de una crisis mSs profunda y conver- 
tirse luego en el element0 mSs relevante de esta, mSs no el 
Gnico; de manera tal que seria una vana ilusi6n creer que 
con el pago o acuerdos de refinanciamiento de la deuda ex- 
terna se estS en via definitiva de la solucifin de la crisis. 

Este anSlisis realizado para el conjunto de America Latina 
es vSlido tambien - en unos aspectos mSs, en otros menos - 
para el caso venezolano. Si durante las tres decadas de re- 
lativa prosperidad econ6mica no tuvo lugar el cumplimiento 
del supuesto segGn el cual el mejoramiento del nivel de vida 
de la poblacifin es una consecuencia del crecimiento econ6- 
mico, que se podrS esperar, entonces, ahora cuando en medio 
de una situaci6n de estancamiento econ6mico y de deuda ex- 
terna la generacifin de recursos para el servicio de esta es 
a expensas del nivel de vida de la poblacifin. 

Es evidente que una soluci6n mSs realista de la crisis tiene 
que pasearse inevitablemente por 10s factores de poder poll- 
tico, econfimico y social presentes en la sociedad ( . . . )  



2.1. Los componentes econ6micos de la crisis 

Para nadie e s  un secreto la importancia que tienen para 
nuestra economla y para nuestra sociedad 10s ingresos prove- 
nientes del petr61eo; en ese sentido hay que sexalar que la 
tendencia a la baja de 10s precios petroleros que se observa 
en el mercado internacional desde mediados de 1980, no pa- 
rece haber tocado fin y las proyecciones de future no son 
nada halagadoras ( . . . )  

Si a esto Ie anadimos el componente de la deuda externa cuyo 
monto es del orden de 10s US? 35.000 millones de delares, y 
las condiciones muy singulares en las (:uales el Estado ha 
acordado su pago 10 cual supone elevadlsimos porcentajes del 
total de nuestros ingresos en divisas per concept0 de expor- 
taciones, nos encontramos con dos po2arosos elementos de 
naturaleza externa, es decir, cuyo concrol escapa de nues- 
tras manes, que pueden contribuir a ahondar la crisis y obs- 
curecen mSs las vlas de solucifin. 

En el piano interno, la suerte no es de 10 mejor ( .  . . )  : se 
caracteriza por la permanencia de un prolongado estancamien- 
to de la actividad productiva y la poca efectividad de las 
medidas de polltica econ6micas implementadas para alcanzar 
la reactivaci6n. 

En la medida que la reactivaci6n econ6mica no se concretiza, 
las oportunidades de empleo serSn cada vez mSs escasas, dado 
el factor acumulativo y la tasa de crecimiento de la pobla- 
ci6n, tal como se expresa en las tasas del desemlleo, que 
crecieron de 6 . 2  % en 1971 a 14 % en 1985 (ler sem.). Estas 
cifras, se refieren finicamente a1 llamado desempleo abierto 
y excluyen a1 llamado subempleo o trabajadores por cuenta 
propia, cuyas cifras absolutas se ubican, segfin anSlisis de 
la Comisifin Econfimica de la CTV, en 1.5 millones. 

Por su parte, el salario real del trabajador urbano ha caido 
de 17.041 bolivares (Bs) en 1978 a 12.787 Bs en 1984. ( 2 0  
bolivares = 1US$, Mayo 1986). 

Es evidente la prolongada y sostenida caida del ingreso 
real, es decir, de la capacidad efectiva de compra del tra- 
bajador venezolano que equivalla a 75% del salario real del 
a60 1978. 

El inqreso national, la capacidad de compra de la economla 
que se distribuye entre asalariados y capitalistas, tiene un 
componente muy particular que tiene que ver con la renta 
petrolera cuya distribuci6n mas que un acto econ6mico 10 es 
politico, dado la captaci6n estatal de la misma. De manera 
que si se cruza la variaci6n de 10s ingresos petroleros y la 
de 10s salaries reales, ello nos provee de una idea ilustra- 
tiva de c6mo se distribuy6 aquella renta. En 10s momentos de 
increment0 del ingreso petrolero (15.4% entre 1968 y 1978), 



apenas un tercio (4.2%) de ello se reflej6 en increment0 del 
salario real pero, cuando 10s ingresos petroleros cayeron 
(-5.4% entre 1978 y 1984) en igual proporci6n 10 hizo el 
salario real (-5.1%) I/. Una distribuci6n del ingreso entre 
salarios y beneficios, pone en evidencia la disminuci6n a la 
importancia del inqreso salarial en el ingreso total. 

Si esta division se hace por estratos en funci6n de nivel de 
riquezas, las disparidades se hacen mucho mas evidentes. Ese 
deterioro de 10s salarios reales va tener el efecto de res- 
tringir la demanda, en un mercado ya de por si estrecho( . . . l  

Finalmente, el lndice de precio a1 consumidor se elev6 a una 
tasa del 12.5% en 1984, frente a un 6.3% en 1983 y segfin el 
presidents del BCV deberia ser de 12% en 1985. En t6rminos 
promedio el impact0 mayor fue provocado por Alimentos, Bebi- 
das y Tabaco cuyo aumento fue de 17.2% ( . . . )  

Estas cifras e indicadores son apenas la punta del iceberg. 
Los problemas de la economla que debemos enfrentar de inme- 
diato, sin abandonar otros aspectos importantes para el me- 
diano y largo plazo, son: (a) estrechez del mercado nacio- 
nal, (b) falta de democracia economics, (c) ausencia de pri- 
oridad en 10s sectores a desarrollar, (d) alta vulnerabi- 
lidad (tecnoL6qica y financiers) frente a1 exterior, (e) 
exagerada dependencia del petrfileo, (f) falta de integraci6n 
de la infraestructura de producci6n, (g) orientation de la 
producci6n hacia el consume de minorlas. 

2.2 Los componentes pollticos de la crisis 

Ya hemos senalado que la crisis es multidimensional, no obs- 
tante su componente politico no es claramente percibido por 
diversas causas que pueden ver englobadas en la "Cultura 
polltica" y en el "Sistema politico" venezolano, cuya 
estructura de poder conformada comienza a verse sacudida en 
sus bases. 

Estos componentes politicos pueden ser esquematizados de la 
manera siguiente: 

. El desarrollo politico del pals marcha desfasado con el ritmo de 
modernization logrado por la economia. Y por tanto perdi6 el con- 
trol del proceso global, control que no parece fscil de recuperar 
sin fricciones significativas; 

. en cuanto 10s gobiernos, en conducci6n del Estado, dejaron de pen- 
sar en t6rminos estrategicos para actuar en el dia a dia, se perdi6 
el sentido de direction del pals. Lo econ6mico ha pasado a ser un 
fin en si mismo puesto que s61o interesaba la cifra del PTB y no 
sus impactos .en t6rminos sociales y de acumulaci6n de poder. 
Aceptamos el rumbo sin preguntarnos hacia donde vamos (...) 

I /  Alberto Martinez H . ,  La evoluaidn del  salario real  en Venezuela. 



. e n  l a  medida que e l  p roceso  p o l i t i c o  venezo lano  a p a r e c e  f u e r t e m e n t e  
c o n t r o l a d o  por  10s p a r t i d o s  politicos c o n t r o l a d o s  a  s u  vez por  una 
d i r i g e n c i a  que rechaza  e l  d e b a t e  y l a  n e c e s a r i a  presentation de 
c u e n t a s  p e r i o d i c a s  a  l a s  b a s e s  que l e g i t i m a n  s u  action, 10s  vene-  
z o l a n o s  buscaran  nuevas fonnas  de a s o c i a r s e  p a r a  de fender  s u s  i n -  
t e r e s e s .  E s t o  e x p l i c a  l a  f u e r z a  d e l  movimiento de v e c i n o s  en al- 
gunas c i u d a d e s .  

Estos elementos han estado presents durante largos axos en 
la dinSmica de la sociedad venezolana, y su resonancia de 
alguna manera habla sido acallada por ese mecanismo de con- 
tencifin de conflictos y de legitirnacion polltica del cual 
dispuso el Estado durante un largo perlodo, a saber: su ca- 
pacidad de gasto fiscal generada por la renta petrolera. Hoy 
esa capacidad estS menguada y sera insuficiente para conte- 
ner las diversas presiones; en ese context0 del analisis, 
habla que ubicar la propuesta de Reforma del Estado, la lu- 
cha del sector empresarial por unas libertades econ6micas 
que de repente emanan como la gran salvaci6n contra el es- 
tancamiento econfimico, etc., como vlas alternas a la vieja 
prsctica. 

De mod0 que en la medida en que se limiten 10s recursos fi- 
nancieros disponibles internamente y se agrave la situaci6n 
social de las mayorlas populares, escenario 6ste visualizado 
como el mSs probable en el corto plazo, serS l6qico esperar 
una agudizacifin de la pugna por la reparticifin de recursos 
escasos. Tambi4n sera muy probable ver a las organizaciones 
que expresan 10s intereses populares como la ConfederaciSn 
de Trabajadores venezolanos (CTV) , por ej., obligadas a lu- 
char no s61o por mayores beneficios econ6micos y sociales, a 
plantear la reforma del Estado en aras de su eficiencia t4c- 
nico-administrativa, sino tambi6n a luchar por modificar la 
actual relaci6n de poder entre las fuerzas sociales para 
incidir en la toma de decisiones y en la distribucion de 10s 
recursos. 

A nuestro juicio ocurriran algunos cambios fundamentales en 
el piano politico, que ademSs de la modernizaci6n acelerada 
exigirSn nuevas formas de quehacer politico: 

l a  e s c a s e z  h a r 5  cada vez d s  d i f l c i l  e l  l o g r o  d e  d e c i s i o n e s  con- 
s e n s u a l e s  s a t i s f a c t o r i a s  p a r a  t o d o s .  

Los d i r i g i d o s  e x i g i r 5 n  nuevas y mZs e f i c a c e s  formas d e  c o n t r o l  
s o b r e  1 0 s  d i r i g e n t e s ;  
E l  s e c t o r  p o l i t i c o ,  p o r  l a  comple j idad  d e  l a  s o c i e d a d  moderna s e  
v e r a  o b l i g a d o  a  c o m p a r t i r  c u o t a s  d e  poder  con o t r o s  g rupos  de l a  
s o c i e d a d .  E l  a u t o r i t a r i s m o  a r b i t r a r i o  s e r a  cada vez menos p o s i b l e .  

Los componentes sociales de la crisis 

De alguna manera ya hemos tocado 10s aspectos sociales de la 
crisis a1 hablar de 10s aspectos econ6micos, tal es el caso 
cuando se alude a 10s ingresos, desempleo, subempleo, etc. 
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Sin embargo, existen otros indicadores que merecen una revi- 
sion detallada. 

Segiin el XI Censo de Poblacion y Vivienda de 1981, la pobla- 
cion ha crecido de 5 millones en 1950 a 17 millones en 1984, 
y la poblaci6n urbana de 54% a 84%. Esa poblacifin aparece 
muy desigualmente distribuida en el territorio nacional pues- 
to que solo 10s estados Aragua, Carabobo, Miranda y Distrito 
Federal concentraban en 1981 el 46% de la poblacion urbana y 
el 38% del total nacional. 

Seqfin el I1 Inventario Nacional de Barrios elaborado por 
FUNDACOMUN se evidencia un agravamiento de la marginalidad 
durante 10s filtimos cinco anos. Los barrios se incrementaron 
en un 99% a1 pasar entre 1978 y 1985. de 1.561 a 3.100 ba- 
rrios que agrupan a 6.700.000 habitantes, aproximadamente 
el 45% de la poblacion total. 

Por su parte en el Distrito Federal, de una poblacion de 
2.100.000 habitantes, el 61% viven en condiciones de margi- 
nalidad en cerca de 300.000 ranches. Del total de las fami- 
lids encuestadas, el 47% indica recibir ingresos inferiores 
a 3.000 bollvares mensual. Esta pobreza critica expresa, 
ademas de la situacifin de la vivienda, la escasez de emple- 
OS, bajas remuneraciones debido a1 subempleo, fallas o esca- 
sez parcial o total de 10s servicios pfiblicos bssicos, ade- 
mZs de una gran potencialidad para el conflicto social ( . . . )  

No es menos la dram5tica situacifin que revela el Estudio 
nacional de crecimiento y desarrollos humanos de la Repu- 
blica de Venezuela, mas conocido como PROYECTO VENEZUELA, 
una de las mSs serias, riqurosas y calificadas investiga- 
clones que se hayan realizado en el pals. Este estudio parte 
de unas hipotesis que hasta ahora soportan el rigor de la 
experimentaci6n cientlfica, segiin las cuales el crecimiento 
y desarrollo del venezolano no estSn condicionados for fac- 
tor gen6tico alguno sino por factores de orden econ6mico y 
culturales, entre 10s cuales la alimentaci6n tiene la mayor 
jerarquia. 

A1 hacer una divisifin por estratos sociales del total de 
2.725.056 familias que determina el XI CENSO se obtienen 10s 
siguientes resultados: 

ESTRATO SOCIAL DISTRIBUCION % NO.FAMILIAS 

Estrato I (Clase Alta Alta) 1.02 
Estrato I1 (Alta Media) 4.46 
Estrato I11 (Media) 14.10 
Estrato IV (Media Baja) 42.37 
Estrato V (Baja Baja) 38.05 



En 10s tres primeros estratos viven 418.786 ninos menores de 
5 a'nos, en cambio en 10s estratos IV y V se totalizan 
1.805.935 nizos. De all1 que el Estudio sezale, refiriendose 
a estos Gltimos, que 

e s t a  i m e n s a  masa de nines t i m e  una imperiosa necesidad de atenci6n  en 
e l  orden ae La nu t r io ion ,  de La p r e v e ~ c i d n  y a s i s t s n c i a  de t a s  enfer-  
nedades. Son e s t o s  Los n ines  subali.nentados, hacinados en su mayor% an 
v i v i d a s  inademadas desde t odo  punto de v i s t a ,  Los ~ i s ' r i o s  que frecuen- 
t an  l a s  consul tas  y l a s  so las  de nues tros  hosp l ta l e s  con un a l t o  cos to  
en fracas0 y dinero.  

El horizonte no aparece nada halagador no solo para esta 
inmensa cantidad de infantes sino para el pals como conjun- 
to, toda vez que su construcci6n en el siglo por venir esta- 
ria en mano de hombres subcapacitados fisica y mentalmente. 
Se estima que en una poblaci6n de 28 millones de habitantes 
que tendremos en el ano 2000, 6 millones de nines presenta- 
ran graves problemas de desnutricion ( . . . )  

Finalmente diqamos que 10s esfuerzos por comprender el sen- 
tido y expresiones de la crisis tienen su valor tanto desde 
el punto de vista del conocimiento social, como desde el 
punto de vista moral puesto que 10s j6venes y ninos de este 
pals tienen el derecho de saber c6m0, quienes y en nombre de 
qu6 comprometieron su future para que este le significare 
grandes sacrificios y pdrdidas de oportunidades. Mas la re- 
flexi6n no puede quedarse a111 y lamentarse de las posibi- 
lidades no aprovechadas, sino que debe avanzar y extraer sus 
lecciones para dejar en claro que, si en medio de la gran 
abundancia 10s sectores que controlan el poder politico y 
econ6mico s6lo son capaces de llevarnos de s6tano en sotano, 
no se podria esperar de ellos una suerte mejor en une coyun- 
tura de escasez por 10 cual sera necesario, entonces, tratar 
de provocar cambios en aquellas estructuras de poder y en 
las formas de conducci6n de la sociedad. 

Como minimo 10s trabajadores tendran que motivarse, si no 
hacia la construccifin de un sistema distinto a1 actual 
capitalismo voraz, si hacia la creaci6n de un sistema donde 
no se limiten sus fuerzas pollticas y creativas. 

D O N D E  E S T A M O S  Y COMO L L E G A M O S  A Q U ~ ?  

Las manifestaciones visibles de la crisis nos permiten una 
idea general de d6nde estamos. No obstante, se precisa de 
alqc inSs y es el c6mo llegamos aqul. Qu6 conjunto de instan- 
cias y relaciones pollticas, as1 como cuales fallas t6cni- 
co-organizativas sirvieron de soporte para llegar a1 actual 
estado de crisis y cuales modificaciones, cambios y refor- 
mas, estarlan planteadas para encontrar una salida que evada 
10s errores de ayer?. 

Una respuesta consistente a estas complejas interrogantes 
supone necesariamente la comprensi6n de aspectos tales como: 



. la modernizaci6n como proyecto politico dominance; 

. el tipo de Estado que tenernos. Sus limites y posibilidades; 

. el proceso politico de estabilizaci6n del Sistema democr5tico de 
gobierno; 

. el sistema politico vigente y su regimen electoral; 

. las caracteristicas del sistema econ6rnico y dualidad Capitalisno de 
Estado/Capitalismo Liberal; 

. la relacion entre politica econ6mica y social. 

Empero, una reflexi6n de esta naturaleza y complejidad des- 
borda el objetivo del presente trabajo. Cabe sexalar que 
estos distintos aspectos han sido investigados por diversas 
individualidades e instituciones per0 de forma sectorial, 10 
que dificulta luego la slntesis que aporte una perspectiva 
global del problema. Intentaremos hacer una primera aproxi- 
maci6n, para llamar la atenci6n sobre 10s temas de fondo que 
afectan el future. 

Frente a la compleja red que se va tejiendo en el piano eco- 
n6mico entre Estado y economla privada y dado el papel que 
10s partidos (o sus cfipulas) desempezan en el seno del Esta- 
do, la estrategia era clara para quienes querian una mayor 
proporci6n de la renta petrolera: penetrar y neutralizar a 
10s partidos pollticos con posibilidades de poder real. Im- 
poner luego la ideologla de 10 econ6mico por encima de 10 
social fue tarea fScil sobretodo si la articulaci6n entre 
ambas ofrece problemas t6cnicos. 

Mientras que 10s partidos pollticos, de derecha, centre e 
izquierda, permaneclan imperturbables con sus viejas teo- 
rlas, plantearnientos ideol6qicos y modelos orqanizativos, 
como dicihdose ellos mismos que 10 que acontecla en la so- 
ciedad no tenla porqu6 afectar sus vidas internas, otras 
fuerzas de la sociedad no desaprovechaban la ocasi6n para 
ampliar la preparaci6n y capacitaci6n t6cnica necesaria para 
enfrentar una nueva realidad cada vez mSs compleja. El sec- 
tor empresarial amplla sus centres de formacifin y estudios; 
las Fuerzas Armadas incrementan su profesionalizaci6n y de- 
sarrollo tecnol6gico; la Iglesia se reune y revisa su doc- 
trina social. Los partidos de izquierda radical centran su 
pol6mica en el tema de la revoluci6n vs la reforma y AD y 
COPE1 se van desideoloqizando, guiados por un pragmatism0 
cada vez m5s centralizador del poder. 

En 10 psico-cultural, 10s valores individuales ganaron peso 
con relaci6n a 10s sociales de forma que la colectividad se 
repleg6 hacia la lucha personal. Hay dos razones de peso 
bastante evidentes: la lucha por la reparticih de la renta 
petrolera a trav6s de las relaciones clientelares con el 



Estado lleva a la necesidad de lleqar prirnero; la ideologia 
del facilismo y el consumismo encuentra fecund0 carnpo de 
cultivo y recibe el poderoso refuerzo de 10s medios de comu- 
nicaci6n de masas ( . . . )  

Con todo 10 negative del caso, esa coyuntura sirvi6 para 
demostrar que la crisis de la sociedad venezolana supone una 
soluci6n que va mSs all5 de 10 financiero, puesto que si 6se 
fuese el Gnico problema que confront5semos la crisis se hu- 
biese podido resolver luego de 1980, cuando el boom petro- 
lero casi duplica 10s t6rminos del intercambio con un incre- 
mento de las exportaciones en tkrminos reales del 16.9% a- 
nual durante el trienio 1979-1981. 

De all1 que sea un argument0 no convincente asociar la cri- 
sis con la caida del ingreso petrolero, dado que este Qltimo 
ocurre en 1982 y en ese a20 aquella ha mostrado buena parte 
de su cuerpo. 

Teniendo muy en cuenta todo ese pasado reciente, en la sin- 
tesis que recoqla el V11 Plan y que se denomin6 situaci6n 
inicial se tenlan aspectos como 10s siguientes: 

un sistema de toma de decisiones a 10s 116s altos niveles arcaico e 
ineficaz que dificulta el control del proceso de recuperation; 

una excesiva dependencia de la explotacion petrolera en medio de un 
escenario geopolltico de la OPEP distinto a1 de 10s anos 70; 

un sistema financiero, piiblico y privado, ineficiente por 10 que no 
es capaz de canalizar el ahorro hacia la inversion productiva; 

una fuerza laboral desmotivada debido a sus bajos salaries y nin- 
guna participation en la gestiSn del proceso productivo; 

un patron de consumo que consagra la abundancia y el despilfarro 
para una minorfa y la austeridad forzosa para un 80Z de la pobla- 
ci6n; 

agravamiento de la marginalidad social y desmejoramiento en la ca- 
lidad de 10s servicios p6blicos; 

un sistema de propiedad polarizado entre la propiedad estatal y 
privada que cierra las vias a formas democr5ticas y participativas 
de producci6n; 

marcado desbalance del poder politico, concentrado en pocas manos y 
con grandes sectores de la poblaci6n sin representation en el seno 
del Estado; 

ausencia de un proyecto estrategico de mediano y largo plazo que 
defina decisiones concretas que demanden y utilicen la creatividad 
de 10s venezolanos, conjugando nuestra potencialidad de recursos 
fisicos y humanos en la soluci6n de 10s problemas, para avanzar 
hacia nuevos horizontes de progreso y bienestar; 

Ausencia de una estrategia para avanzar en el desarrollo politico 
del pals m5s all5 de la estabilidad de la democracia, por la via 



del consenso de la inercia y falta de rumbo ahora cuando el consen- 
so es m& diflcil debido a la cumulaci6n de graves problemas socia- 
les y a escasez relativa de recursos para atenderlas. 

Por el carScter estructural de la crisis y por la multidi- 
mensionalidad de sus efectos, la Estrategia General no de- 
bid, ni debe ser sectorial sino global. As1 en el V11 Plan 
se planteaba: 

Un pacto politico para profundizar 'La democracia y desccncentrar el 
poder politico y abrir compuertas a las nuevas fuerzas que surgian en la 
sociedad. Aprovechar el debilitamiento de 'Los grupos econ6micos para 
crear urn estructwa econ61i&a mds democrdtica. Atacar el problema de La 
produccidn y la productividad y realizar tag reformas fiscales que fa- 
cilitardn La asignacidn de recwsos directos a 10s grupos sociales m& 
ddbiles (Estratos IV y V )  para garantizarles un ingreso minim0 de sub- 
sistencia (...) 

MARCO P A R A  UNA ACCION ESTRATEGICA 

De la sintesis presentada se desprenden tres conclusiones 
fundamentales: 

1) La lucha futura de 10s trabajadores se darS en tres pla- 
nos altamente interconectados. El plano international con la 
tendencia hacia mayores ingerencias en las definiciones de 
nuestras acciones econ6micas y pollticas frente a1 future. 
As2 tendremos a1 FM1 interviniendo en la polltica econ6mica 
de la coyuntura que es donde se echan las bases para el cur- 
so de acci6n futura y a1 Banco Mundial tratando de definir 
el mediano y el largo plazo. La respuesta de 10s trabaja- 
dores tiene que ser en consecuencia mejorando la cantidad y 
calidad de la participaci6n en 10s foros internacionales, 
demostrando, con apoyo cientlfico-t6cnic0, que si existen 
alternativas a las recetas que pretenden cargar sobre sus 
hombros la superaci6n de la crisis. 

Un segundo plano de la lucha sera el nacional donde el enfa- 
sis debe ser no s61o el cambiar las actuales pollticas que 
agudizan el estancamiento, sino el enfoque global que pre- 
tende sezalar que la economla es c6mo un avi6n monomotor que 
solo funciona a trav6s de 10s margenes de beneficio que de- 
termina el mercado a favor de 10s propietarios de 10s medios 
de produccifin. Los trabajadores deben luchar por hacerle 
entender - a travds de la confrontaci6n y de la negociaci6n 
o de una combinaci6n de ambas - a 10s adoradores del mercado 
que en una empresa y en una economla el factor mSs importan- 
te es el factor humano y que con trabajadores desmotivados, 
desnutridos y explotados no se captan en la economla moderna 
mercados externos que exigen tasas permanentes de mejoras de 
la productividad. 

Pero la esencia de la bGsqueda en el plano nacional es cam- 
biar el balance de poder. Para ello es necesario entender la 



nueva forma de lucha que imponen 10s tiempos modernos para 
revisar 10s mecanismos a trav4s de 10s cuales luchan 10s 
trabajadores y quienes deben ser sus aliados. 

Debemos formularnos las siquientes prequntas: Han avanzado 
10s trabajadores en su bfisqueda, no de un poder heqemonico, 
sino de un balance en armonia con su aporte real en la so- 
ciedad y con su nGmero, a trav4s de los llamados movimientos 
revolucionarios ? Han avanzado a la velocidad de cambio que 
se requiere a trav6s de sus alianzas de clase en 10s parti- 
dos social dem6cratas ? Cuales son las experiencias histori- 
cas que niegan o afirman esta realidad? 

La respuesta a la primera pregunta es un no casi rotundo y 
la respuesta a la sequnda es un si condicionado ( . . . )  

La pregunta que tambi6n debemos formularnos hoy en dia es: 
si no ameritan 10s partidos policlasistas en general una 
revision ? No amerita una revisi6n su relaciSn con la clase 
trabajadora ? Las mentes conservadoras piensan que no. Para 
ellas no existe ninquna relacion entre la abundante riqueza 
que hemos manejado y la profunda injusticia social que se ha 
incrustado en el seno de nuestra sociedad. Otros pensamos 
que si que es necesario un reajuste e inclusive la recons- 
trucci6n de tales relaciones si 10s trabajadores quieren, ya 
no sobrevivir, sin0 avanzar aceleradamente en obtener mejo- 
res niveles de vida y mas iqualdad social en Venezuela ( . . . )  

Los trabajadores deben, en consecuencia, tener una accion 
mSs aut6noma frente a las diriqencias partidistas social- 
democratas cuando estas den siqnos de debilidad y a1 mismo 
tiempo avanzar en la creaci6n de patrimonios propios, moder- 
nizacifin de sus sistemas de toma de decisiones, educacifin de 
sus cuadros para tener una visi6n no especializada sino de 
conjunto sobre una sociedad mSs compleja. 

Desarrollar sus propios proyectos estrat6qicos y exigirles a 
sus aliados acciones (no discursos) consecuentes con sus 
postulados basicos. El Manifiesto de Caracas, aprobado en el 
IX Conqreso de 10s Trabajadores debe servir de marco para 
realizar evaluaciones periodicas de la gestion de gobierno y 
de la conducta de 10s diriqentes afines a la clase trabaja- 
dora en el seno del Congreso, de las Asambleas Legislativas 
y de 10s Concejos Municipales. 

En el tercer piano (el de la empress), 10s trabajadores de- 
ben avanzar en la bfisqueda de la Democracia economics (coqes- 
tion, fondos de productividad compartida) . La democracia 
debe ser el factor fundamental en la mejora de la producti- 
vidad en las empresas y no el autoritarismo explotador y 
arbitrario ( . . . )  

2) Estas acciones de 10s trabajadores deben enmarcarse den- 
tro de una vision estrat6qica que tenga como proposito no 



solo incrernentar las actividades econ6micas sino a disminuir 
sus debilidades frente a 10s vaivenes de la economla inter- 
national y 10s sectores internos de poder politico y econ6- 
mico. 

La expansion planificada de la dernanda, bien sea impulsando 
el cabal10 del gasto public0 o el consume privado, (aumento 
de salaries), acornpanado de un subsidio directo para comple- 
tar la capacidad adquisitiva de 10s grupos de menores ingre- 
SOS ( . . . )  

La escasez de inqresos que caracterizarS. 10s anos venideros 
obliga a pensar en la necesidad de establecer prioridades y 
entre ellas la fundamental es reorientar la economla hacia 
la satisfacci6n de las necesidades basicas de la poblaci6n. 
En una economla altarnente importadora esto no podrS lograrse 
sin un control estricto de cambio y la reorientacion del 
consume del 20% de la poblaci6n. 

Estas acciones no se limitargn a actuar dentro del marco del 
gigantismo estatal y la voracidad de la mayorla de las empre- 
sas sin0 se plantea verdaderos proyectos a democratizar el 
capital y a crear mecanismos reales y automSticos de dis- 
tribuci6n del ingreso con miras a que el sacrificio de hoy 
sea cempensado en el futuro. 

3) Finalmente 10s trabajadores deben pensar en la posibili- 
dad de crear un Consejo Social para vigilar 10s efectos so- 
ciales de la polltica econ6mica. 

En Venezuela la polltica econ6mica y la polltica social se 
manejan en forma desarticulada sin que la segunda tenga una 
fuerza polltica de peso real que la respalde. Ahorrar 24 mil 
millones de bollvares e incrementar las reservas internacio- 
nales en 2 mil millones a costa del desempleo de un millon 
de venezolanos es una clara demostraci6n de una polltica 
econ6mica sin sensibilidad social, algo asl como operar del 
coraz6n sin anestesia. 

Los trabajadores venezolanos han descartado 10s ismos per0 
quedarse pasivamente aceptando sin cuestionamiento las res- 
tricciones de un capitalism0 salvaje, sin tener como norte 
la sociedad igualitaria, es negarse el derecho a un futuro 
distinto. 
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QUELLE VOIE POUR L'AFRIQUE? 

A l ' i n v i t a t i o n  de Z'IFD.4, un groupe de r=esponsabies a f r i ca ins  s ' e s t  rd- 
unis c? f i n  a v r i l  pr6s de Nyon pour de'finir la nature de la ar i se  qui 
frappe leur continent,  en determiner les  causes e t ,  surtout,  envisage? 
une a l t e rna t i ve .  U s  ont adopts l a  Declaration sur I'Afr-iq-ue que L'on 
l i r a  ci-dessous. Voyant dens tea fernnes e t  l e s  horzes d fA f r ique  eux- 
m6mes lea ar t isans  de son redressenent, Le groupe a tuned un t r i p l e  ap- 
peL c? w e  ddmocratie authentique fondLe sur Le s t r i c t  respect des d r o i t s  
de L'home; 2 un autre projet de dJveloppement; e t  d fun-it.2 des peuples 
du cont inent .  Le sdminaire a e t6  preside par Joseph Ki-Zerbo, membre du 
ConseiL de L'IFDA e t  Ahmed Ben Salah, membre de son Comiti d i r e c t e w .  La 
Ziste des signataires s u i t  Le t e x t s  anglais.  

WHICH WAY AFRICA? 

Responding t o  an i m i t a t i o n  from IFDA, a group of African leaders met a t  
the end of  Appil, near Nyon with a view t o  defining the nature of  the 
c r i s i s  which is s t r i k ing  t h e i r  continent,  analysing i t s  causes and, 
above a l l ,  fomulat ing an a l t e rna t i ve .  The grow adopted a Declaration 
A c a  the English t e x t  of which f o t l w s  the French (see  page 40 

e m) Seeing i n  the people of Africa themselves the protagonists o f  
i t s  recovery, they caLL for a genuine democracy based on the s t r i c t  re- 
spect o f  human r igh t s ;  a new project of development; and uni ty  wi thin  
the continent.  The seminar was chaired by Joseph Ki-Zerbo, member of the 
IFDA Counc-it and Ahmed Ben Salah, member of i t s  Steering Committee. 

POUR LA DEMOCRATS, POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT, POUR L'UNITE 

Un sursaut s'impose pour engager et reussir 1e redressement de 1a situa- 
tion reellement dramatique de notre continent. 

Pour l'immense majorit6 des Africains, hommes et femmes, jeunes et 
vieux, paysans, intel lectuels, travail leurs des usines, des mines et des 
plantations, pour les ch6meurs, les Smigres, les refugies, 1 'avenir pa- 
rait sombre. 

L'Afrique est aujourd'hui prise dans une conjonction de crises dans tous 
les secteurs de la vie Sconomique, politique, sociale et culturelle. 

Les economies deperissent, la production agricole par habitant decline, 
notamment la production vivrigre. Les industries, cuand elles existent, 
produisent bien en-dessous de leur capacite alors qbe s6vit la penurie 
des biens et services les plus elementaires. Les resedux de communica- 
tion et de transport sont souvent vetustes ou d@mantelÂ¤s Les infra- 
structures sociales, culturelles et scientifiq~es sont menacees de para- 
lysie. Resultat du mal d@veloppement, les forsts tropicales et 1es @CO- 



systemes de montagne, comme l e s  vas tes  zones semi -a r ides  du c o n t i n e n t ,  
exposees a des secheresses r e c u r r e n t e s ,  o n t  e t 6  degrades e t  c e r t a i n s  
mSme perdus pour  1es g e n e r a t i o n s  f u t u r e s .  

. i ! ! i  c . ius i s  de c e t t e  s i t u a t i o n  se t r o u v e n t  b i e n  s f i r  dans l e s  l o u r d s  e f -  
1:frt.s de l a  t r a i t e  e t  de l ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  c o l o n i a l e  d u r a n t  l e s q u e l l e s  l e s  
fondements de 1a v i e  m a t e r i e l l e  e t  s o c i o - c u l t u r e l l e  des A f r i c a i n s  o n t  
e t e  d e t r u i t s  ou gravement endommages. Mais l e s  causes r e s i d e n t  a u s s i  
dans 1a soumiss ion  de 1 ' A f r i q u e  a une d i v i s i o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e  du t r a v a i l  
g e n e r a t r i c e  de r e g r e s s i o n  e t  de sous-developpement. 

A u j o u r d ' h u i  se s o n t  b i e n  evanou is  e t  l e s  61ans euphor iques  e t  l e s  es-  
p o i r s  q u i  o n t  marque l e s  premiSres annees de l l I ndependance .  A u j o u r d ' h u i  
l e s  p o u v o i r s  des E t a t s  p o s t - c o l o n i a u x  se c a r a c t e r i s e n t  p a r  l ' a b s e n c e  
presque g e n e r a l e  de r e l a t i o n s  democrat iques avec l a  s o c i e t e  c i v i l e .  T rop  
de regimes se s o n t  i n s t a l l e s  dans des p r a t i q u e s  d ' a u t o c r a t i e ,  v o i r e  de 
d i c t a t u r e  p a r f o i s  monstrueuse.  

Dans b i e n  des cas, l e s  e x a c t i o n s  des p o u v o i r s  a f r i c a i n s  o n t  e t 6  r e n f o r -  
cees p a r  des p r o t e c t i o n s  ou des encouragements de pu issances  e t r a n g e r e s ;  
r e n f o r c e e s  a u s s i  p a r  des p r e s s i o n s  p o l i t i q u e s  e t  economiques des f o r c e s  
n e o - c o l o n i a l i s t e s  ou i m p e r i a l i s t e s .  Ces f o r c e s  n ' o n t  pas renonce a t r a i -  
t e r  l ' A f r i q u e  independante en zone d ' i n f l u e n c e ,  a s ' a s s u r e r  l 'acces  a 
ses ressources  n a t u r e l l e s ,  S y  c o n t r a l e r  des p o s i t i o n s  s t r a t e g i q u e s .  
E l l e s  i n t e r v i e n n e n t ,  d i r e c t e m e n t  ou p a r  a l l i e  ou s a t e l l i t e  i n t e r p o s e ,  
dans 1a v i e  p o l i t i q u e  de l l A f r i q u e ,  se p r o f i l a n t  de r r i6 r -e  c e r t a i n s  coups 
d ' E t a t ,  a l i m e n t a n t  ou sou tenan t  des p o l i t i q u e s  de d @ s t a b i l i s a t i o n ,  no- 
tamment en A f r i q u e  a u s t r a l e .  

Un l o u r d  processus accab le  a i n s i  1  ' A f r i q u e ,  aggrave p a r  l a  c r i s e  econo- 
mique mond ia le  e t  p a r  l a  famine  c o m e  p a r  des c a l a m i t e s  n a t u r e l l e s  q u i  
l u i  donnent  un c a r a c t f i r e  c a t a s t r o p h i q u e  e t  f a t a l ,  un c a r a c t e r e  g l o b a l  
a u s s i ,  syst6mique e t  d i a l e c t i q u e .  Tou t  se t i e n t .  Les causes des maux 
Sconomiques eux-mSmes de l l A f r i q u e ,  e t  l e s  rem6des q u ' i l s  a p p e l l e n t ,  ne 
r e l f i v e n t  pas d ' u n e  ana lyse  e t  d 'une  t h e r a p e u t i q u e  exc lus ivement  6cono- 
miques. Ce ne s e r a i t  qu 'un  a l i b i  s e r v a n t  Fi f u i r  ou a o c c u l t e r  1a r e a l i t 6  

C ' e s t  pourquo i  nous a f f i r m o n s  que l a  strategic du redressement  e t  du 
s a l u t  de n o t r e  c o n t i n e n t  d o i t  se a f i p l o y e r  dans t r o i s  domaines fondamen- 
t a u x  e t  q u i  s o n t  i n t e r d e p e n d a n t s :  l a  democra t ie ,  l e  developpement, 
1  ' u n i t e .  

I .  POUR LA DEMOCRATIE 

La l u t t e  des peup les  a f r i c a l n s  p o u r  l ' i ndependance  v o u l a i t  a b o l i r  l e  
systeme c o l o n i a l  p a r  l a  m ise  en p l a c e  de s t r u c t u r e s  democrat iques assu-  
r a n t  l e u r  l i b e r a t i o n ,  l e u r  epanouissement, l e u r  p l e i n e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  aux 
r e s p o n s a b i l i t 6 s  de l a  v i e  n a t i o n a l e .  

Or ,  ap r6s  l'indâ‚¬ipendanc dans 1a p l u p a r t  des E t a t s  a f r i c a i n s ,  l e s  ob- 
j e c t i f s  des l u t t e s  de l i b e r a t i o n  o n t  e t Â  de tournes ,  l e s  r@ves  e t  l e s  
a m b i t i o n s  p o p u l a i r e s  t r a h i s .  La democra t ie  e s t  r e s t e e  c o n f i n 6 e  dans l e s  
d e c l a r a t i o n s  des l e a d e r s ,  dans l e s  fo rmu les  mimet iques de c o n s t i t u t i o n s  
ra rement  resoec tees .  



La democratie demeure absente de l a  v i e  quotidienne.  Les l i b e r t e s  e l e -  
rnentaires sont souvent bafouees: a r r e s t a t i o n s  a r b i t r a i r e s ,  incarcera-  
t i o n s ,  t o r t u r e s ,  i i qu ida t ions  orit f a i t  t a i r e  bien des opposants r e e l s  ou 
supposes dent 1e seul crime e t a i t  parfo is  d ' a v o i r  rappele aux d i r iqean t s  
k u r s  serments 10% de l ' a cces s ion  au pouvoir ou pendant 1a l u t t e  pour 
l a  l i b e r t e .  Toute opinicr.  d i f f e r e n t e  e s t  consiaeree come subversive.  

Pendant ce temps sev i s sen t  l e s  l u t t e s  de clans e t  de f a c t i o n s ,  d 'o6  l e s  
coups d ' E t a t  qui se succedent,  ponctues d ' a s sa s s ina t s  e t  d 'execut ions  
dent l e s  victirnes s en t  i e  plus s w v e n t  innocentes,  ponctues auss i  de 
t l o i s  de refugies  a f r i c a i n s  devenus s i  massifs q u ' i l s  sont devenus ve r i -  
t ab l e  f lea i i ,  une des l -w tes  de  no t r e  cont inent .  

Fdce a c e t t e  s i t u a t i o n  in to l e rab le ,  nous devons i n t e n s i f i e r  nos l u t t e s  
pour l a  democratic?, pour son in s t au ra t ion  e t  pour son approfondissement. 
L; democratic s eu l e  peut a s su re r  l a  s e c u r i t y ,  l a  s t a b i l i t e  e t  l ' e p a -  
nouissement des soc i6 t e s  e t  des c i toyens .  E l l e  seule  peut a s su re r  un 
developpement global e t  j u s t e ,  une un i t e  r iche  des d i v e r s i t e s  a f r i c a i -  
nes.  E l l e  e s t  l e  mei l leur  fondement de not re  ind6pendance. Nous adjurons 
l e s  gouvernements a f r i c a i n s  d 'observer rigoureusernent l e s  s i x  impera t i fs  
su ivants :  

. 1e respect scrupuleux des d r o i t s  humains fondamentaux; 

l a  ga ran t i e  du d r o i t  des Tens 3 c h o i s i r  l eu r  gouvernement l ibrement 
dans l e  cadre d 'un E ta t  de d r o i t  pra t iquant  effectivement l a  s6pa- 
r a t i on  des pouvoirs l e g i s l a t i f ,  j u d i c i a i r e ,  execu t i f ;  

. i a  ga ran t i e  du d r o i t  des gens S p a r t i c i p e r  pleinement aux decis ions  
r e l a t i v e s  a l a  v i e  de 1a s c c i e t e  e t  dii pays; 

. 12 ga ran t i e  d 'une  information complete e t  constante des citoyens 
su r  l e u r s  d r o i t s  e t  l e u r s  devoirs ,  cornme 1a ga ran t i e  dii d r o i t  d ' i n -  
former e t  d ' e t r e  informe; 

. ? a  ga ran t i e  de l a  l i b e r t y  d 'express ion,  d ' a s soc i a t ion  a i n s i  que du 
raspect  de l 'autonomie des organisa t ions  de 1a soci@tS c i v i l e ;  

, la ga ran t i e  des d r c i t s  des rSfugi6s e t  6Ingr6s en Afrique e t  'hors 
de l 'Af r ique  a i n s i  que du sout ien  constant  qu'on d o i t  t e u r  appor- 
t e r .  

Nous adjurons l e s  gouvernements de s igne r ,  de r a t i f i e r  e t  d 'appl iquer  
scrupuleusement l a  Charte a f r i c a i n e  des d r o i t s  de l'homne e t  des peu- 
p i e s .  

Nos l u t t e s  doivent s 'appuyer su r  des r e l a t i ons  d@mocratiques e t  e g a l i -  
t a i r e s  e n t r e  femmes e t  homes,  en t r e  l e s  d i f f e r e n t s  groupes sociaux com- 
me S l ' i n t e r i e u r  de ces groupes eux-memes, ins taurant  a i n s i  Ie civisme 
dans l a  pra t ique  quctidienne.  

I I .  POUh L E  DEVELOPPEMENT 

Le a@veloppemer't de 18Afriqtie d o i t  e t r e  un processus continu de con- 
struct-ion ou de reconst ruct ion  des Sconomies, des soc i e t e s  e t  des cui -  
t u r e s  en vue de s a t i s f a i r e  l e s  besoins rnatkriels e t  Â ¥ ; m a t e r i e ?  des Af- 
r i ca ins .  



11 s ' a g i t  pour  nous d ' e l a b o r e r  un p r o j e t  nouveau de developpe~r ,ent  q u i  
s o i t  endoqene, autonome, respectueux de l ' e n v i r o n r e r n e n t ,  e t  se fonae s u r  
de p ro fondes  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  s t r i i c t u r e l l e s .  Ce p r o j e t  r e q u i e r t  l a  mal-  
t r i s e  c u l t u r e l l e  des concepts fondamentaux e t  des o u t i l s  du dgveloppe-  
Rent, l a  p l e i n e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  de tous  l e s  i n t e r e s s e s  A t o u s  l e s  s tades  
de son d e r o u l  emerit, a i n s i  que 1  a  reconnaissance du p o i d s  d e r u g r a p h i q ~ e ,  
du r o l e  e s s e n t i a l ,  des beso ins  e t  des d r o i t s  s p e c i f i q u e s  des fempiris dans 
tous  1es domaines. 

Le aeveloppement de 1 ' A f ' n q u e  e x i g e  que s o i e n t  combles dans 1es 
m e i l l e u r s  d e l a i s  1es d e f i c i t s  a l i m e n t a i r e s  p a r  1a c r o i s s a n c e  substan-  
t i e l l e ,  scuteni-e e t  e g a l i t a i r e  de 1a p r o d u c t i o n  a g r i c o l e  q u i  seu le  p e n t  
p e r m e t t r e  1 ' e l e v a t . i o n  du n i v e a u  de v i e  dii p l u s  grand nombre e t  1a c r o i s -  
sance s t a b l e  des marches i n t e r i e u r s .  C e t t e  c r o i s s a n c e  r e q u i e r t  l e s  r e -  
s t r u c t u r a t i o n s  f c n c i s r e s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e s  e t  l a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a c t i v e  des 
communaut6s de base.  

L ' i n d u s t r i a l  i s a t i o n  en A f r i q u e ,  s t r u c t u r e 1  lenient d p f a i l  l a n t e  a 1  'heure  
a c t u e l l e ,  d o i t  6 t r e  mise au s e r v i c e  di- developpement a g r i c o l e .  E11e d o i  t. 
m o b i l  i s e r  l e s  ressources  n a t u r e 1  l e s  du c o n t i n e n t .  Sa l o c a l  i s a t i o n  d o i t  
f a v o r i s e r  en p r e m i e r  l i e u  l e s  r e g i o n s  r u r a l e s ,  e t  ses p r o d u c t i o n s  con- 
t r i b u e r  a l ' a c c r o i s s e m e n t  de 1a p r o d u c t i v i t e  a g r i c o l e .  

Le developpement repose s u r  l a  c r e a t i v i t e  e t  i m p l i q u e  des syst@mes 
d ' e d u c a t i o n  e t  de f o r m a t i o n  q u i  l a  s t i m u l e n t ;  l a  mise  en v a l e u r  du po- 
t e n t i e l  de connaissances s c i e n t i f i q u e s  e t  techn iques  des p r o d u c t e u r s  e t  
s i n g u l i e r e m e n t  des femmes; l ' u t i l i s a t i o n  a p p r o p r i e e  des techn iques  de 
p o i n t ? ;  e t  l ' a p p r o p r i a t i o n  des techn iques  p a r  1es i n t e r e s s e s .  

Le developpement de 1 ' A f r i q u e  ne p e u t  r e s u l t e r ,  dans l e s  drcoonstances 
p resen tes ,  d ' u n e  i n t e g r a t i o n  p l u s  e t r o i t e  i l ' e c o n o m i e  mond ia le ,  d ' a u -  
t a n t  p l u s  que l e s  n o u v e l l e s  tendances de c e l l e - c i  c o n t r i b u e n t  a deva lue?  
de p l u s  en p l u s  l e s  ressources  humaines e t  n a t u r e l l e s  de n o t r e  c o n t i -  
nen t ,  e t ,  de ce f a i t ,  a l e  m a r g i n a l i s e r .  Au c o n t r a i r e ,  nos pays d o i v e n t  
chercher  s u r  p l a c e  e t  e n t r e  eux-m6mes 1es v o l e s  e t  moyens d ' u n e  coopera- 
t i o n  pour  l e u r  developpement. 

La r i g u e u r  dans 1a g e s t i o n  des ressources  f i n a n c i e r e s  e t  mone ta i res  e s t  
i n d i s p e n s a b l e  au d6veloppement e t  a l a  democratic en A f r i q u e  e t  suppose 
l a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  p o p u l a i r e  dans 1a d e c i s i o n .  L ' i n c u r i e  e t  l a  c o r r u p t i o n  
d o i v e n t  6 t r e  combat tues.  En r a i s o n  des c o n t r a i n t e s  demographiques, 
q u ' e l l e  p e u t  a l l e g e r ,  1 ' A f r i q u e  d o i t  v e i l l e r  a une m o b i l i s a t i o n ,  une a f -  
f e c t a t i o n  e t  une u t i l i s a t i o n  j u d i c i e u s e s  de ses ressources  dans son 6co-  
nomie, son a d m i n i s t r a t i c . n  e t  tous  l e s  s e c t e u r s  de l ' a c t i v i t y  s o c i a l e .  

N o t r e  a v e n i r  s e r a i t  lourdement  hypotheque p a r  l e  remboursement i n t e g r a l  
de l a  d e t t e  o u i  p r i v e r a i t  1 ' A f r i q u e  des ressources  n e c e s s a i r e s  a son 
d@veloppement ceoendant que l e s  p o l Â ¥ i t i ~ u e  d1a j !~s?ernen t  a f f e r e n t e ?  r i s -  
quent  de d e s t a b i l i s e r  durablenient  l e s  systemes p r o d u c t i f s  e t  soc iaux  
a f r i c a i n s .  Ces p01 i t i q u e s  c o n s t i t u e n t  une n o u v e l l e  forme de subord ina -  
t i o n  aux i m p e r a t i f s  e x t e r i e u r s .  C ' e s t  pourquo i  des mesures u rgen tes  
s ' imposen t  pour  a l l e g e r  s u b s t a n t i e l l e m e n t  i e  f a r d e a u  de l a  d e c t e  e t  1e 
f a i r e  s u p p o r t e r  p a r  ceux q u i  en c n t  l ega lement  ou i l l e g a l e m e n t  t i r e  p r o -  
f i t ,  en p a r t i c u l i e r  ceux des responsab les  q u i  o n t  accumule des f o r t u n e s  



col3;sa les,  l e s  homrnes d ' a f f a i r e s  e t  l e s  banques qu-! sa s o n t  d e j a  l a r g e -  
ment payees p a r  l e s  v a r i a t i o n s  des taux  d i i n t @ r 6 t  e t  dn d o l l a r .  

La c o o p e r a t i o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e ,  e t  non l ' e n d e t t e m e n t ,  p e u t  c o n t r i b u e r  au 
d e v e ~ o ~ p e m e n t  l o r s q u e  e l l e  c o n t r i o u e  au f inancemeri- de ce d e r n i e r  an 
l i e u  de se s u b s t i t u e r  S des ressources  l o c a l e s  non o b l l i s e e s  ou g a s p i l -  
l e e s .  

111. POUR L'UNITE 

L ' u n i t e  a f r i c a i n e  e s t  un i m p e r a t i f  h i s t o r i q u e  ai. ".r'-.ice de 1a democra- 
t i e  e t  du developpement, 

Depuis  des m i l l e n a i r e s ,  12s bases de c e t t e  u n i t e  .ion: i n s c r i t e s  dans l e s  
langues e t  l e s  c u l t u r e s  que nous devons deve lop?  ,. et e n r i c h i r .  

Au jo t i rd 'h i i ; ,  I d  p r i o r i t e  demeure d ' a c h e v e r  1a s e r a t i o n  du c o n t i n e n t .  
C ' e s t  dans une l u t t e  u n i t a i r e  que 1 ' A f r i q u e  p .: r e u s s i r ,  aux c o t e s  des 
co inba t tan ts .  l a  l i b e r a t i o n  de 1 ' A f r i q u e  du '.ud e t  de 1a Namibie.  Dans 
1  ' u n i t e ,  1 ' A f r i q u e  p e u t  c o n c r e t i s e r  sa s o l  i d a r i t e  ' na te r ie 'ne ,  .'norale e t  
dipiomatisy:? avec 1es l u t t e s  de l i b e r a t i o n  et,, Cif r ique a u s t r a l e  e t  con- 
darnner l e s  i o t i t i e n s  ang lo -amer i ca ins  e t  a u t r s s  au p o u v o i r  de F r e t o r i a  e t  

ses coirpl i c e s  locaux  en Angola e t  au Mozi i f~b ique.  Dans 1 ' u n i t e ,  1  ' A f r i -  
que p e n t  a t  d o i t  d e j o u e r  e t  r e j e t e r  t o u s  l e s  p r o j e t s  e t  t o u t e s  1es ma- 
c h i n a t i o n s  n e o - c o l o n i a l i s t e s  e t  i m c e r ! a l i s t e s .  

L ' u n i t e  e s t  un i m p S r a t i f  h i s t o r j q u e ,  un processus,  une p r a t i q u e .  La va- 
1 id " ie  e t  l a  v i g u e u r  de l i i d 6 a l  o a w f r i c a i n  son* p:us v i v a n t s  que jarnais 
dans l e s  consc iences  p o p u l a i r e s .  

L ' u n i t e  c o n s t i t u e  en s o i  une i n n o v a t i o n  q u a l i t a t i v e  qdJ i n s t a u r e  ? ' e s -  
pace a f r i c a i n  comme une n o u v e l l e  f r o n t i e r e  a c o n q u e r i r .  E11e nous l i b @ -  
r e r a  e n f i n  des pesan teurs  e t  hypotheques desas t re i i ses  du p a r t a g e  oper-6 
p a r  l a  Conference ae B e r l i n  de 1884/85. Au coeur  du p r o j e t  u n i t a i r e  se 
t r o d v e  ? a  v o l o n t e  de f o r g e r  1es c o n d i t i o n s  o b j e c t i v e s  d ' u n  developpement 
independant ,  a u t o - c e n t r e ,  a u t o - e n t r e t e n u  au b e n e f i c e  de i ' ensemb le  des 
peuples a f r i c a i n s .  

Face a 1a c r i s e  a l a q u e l l e  n o t r e  c o n t i n e n t  e s t  c o n f r o n t @ ,  f a c e  aux touts 
g igan tesques  du p r o g r e s  s c i e n t i f i q u e  e t  techn ique ,  f a c e  aux t r a n s n a t i o -  
n a l e s  q u i ,  e l l e s ,  o n t  d e j a  r e a l i s e  une u n i t e  a f r i c a i n e  a 1a mesure de 
l e u r s  i n t g r e t s  e t  de l e u r s  p r o f i t s ,  f a c e  a ces d e f i s ,  l ' u n i t e  s ' impose 
p l u s  f o r t e m e n t  que jama is .  C ' e s t  pourquo i  l e s  d i r i g e a n t s  a f r i c a i n s  d o i -  
v e n t  m e t t r e  f i n  a I ' e n o r m e  g a s p i l l a g e  de ressources  q u i  r e s u l t s  de 
l l S m i e t t e i n e n t  a c t u e l .  

11 f a u t  engager e t  r e n f o r c e r  l e  processi is  u n i t a i r e  en i n t e n s i f i a n t  l a  
c o o p e r a t i o n  r e g i o n a l e  e t  s o u s - r e g i o n a l e  a u t h e n t i q u e ,  aux p l a n s  s c i e n t i -  
f i q u e  e t  t e c h n i q u e  en promouvant notamment l e s  c e n t r e s  de recherche,  aux 
p l a n s  a g r i c o l e ,  i n d u s t r i e l  e t  commerc ia l ,  a c e l u i  des programmes commu- 
n a u t a i r e s  de m ise  en v a l e u r  comme au p l a n  c u l t u r e ! .  

11 e s t  temps pour  l e s  A f r i c a i n s  de renoncer  a l a  s t r a t e g i c  de l a  main 
t o u j o u r s  tendue p o u r  r e c e v o i r .  11 y va de l a  d i q n i t e  du c o n t i n e n t  e t  de 
sa v i t a l i t e .  



11 e s t  temps a u s s i  que 1'OUA el le-meme comence  i se r e s t r u c t u r e r  a f i n  
de doririer ' ~ n  contenu p o p u l a i r e  a l ' u n i t e  a f r i c a i n e  en s ' o u v r a n t  aux o r -  
g a n i s a t i o n s  p a n a f r i c a i n e s  on i n t e r - a f r i c a i n e s  de fermes, de paysans, de 
t r a v a i l l e u r s ,  de jeunes ,  d ' i n t e l l e c t u e l s ,  de s c i e n t i f i q u e s ,  d ' a r t i s t e s .  

A i n s i  1a communaut6 i n t e r n a t i o n a l e  f i n i r a  p a r  ~ o m p r e n d r e  que s e u l e  une 
A f r i q u e  s a i n e  e t  r o b u s t e  pen t  c o n t r i b u e r  aii progres  ger- ipa l  de 1  'hiima- 
mte. 

A i n s i  se b a t i r a  1a f o r c e  de 1 ' A f r i q u e  q i i i  l u i  p e r m e t t r a  de r e n o v e r  e t  
c o n s o l i d e r  son non-a l i gnenen t  au s e r v i c e  d ' u n  o r d r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  j u s t e ,  
au s e r v i c e  de 1a p a i x .  

( . ' u n i t e ,  l a  democra t ie ,  1e developpement c o n s t i t u e n t  l e s  t r o i s  p i l i e r s  
du p r o g r e s  a f r i c a i n ,  1a t r i l o g i e  p o r t e u s e  de dynamisme e t  d ' e s p o i r .  

Pour ces fondements de n o t r e  a v e n i r ,  un s u r s a u t  s ' impose dans n o t r e  vo- 
l o n t e  de changer  r a d i c a l e m e n t  l e s  s t r u c t u r e s  e t  l e s  comportements, non 
p l u s  seulement pour  s u r v i v r e ,  mais pour  v i v r e  p le inement .  
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FOR DEMOCRACY, FOR DEVELOPMENT, FOR UNITY 

DECLARATION O N  AFRICA 

An awakening i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  s t a r t  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  b r i n g  about  the  
r e c o v e r y  which t h e  d r a m a t i c  s i t u a t i o n  f a c i n g  o u r  c o n t i n e n t  u r g e n t l y  r e -  
q u i r e s .  

Fo r  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  A f r i c a n s ,  men and women, young and o l d ,  fann-  
e r s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s, f a c t o r y  worke rs ,  mine and p1 a n t a t i o n  worke rs ,  t h e  
unemployed, emig ran ts ,  and re fugees ,  t h e  f u t u r e  l o o k s  g r i m  indeed.  

A f r i c a  today  i s  caught  up i n  a convergence o f  c r i s e s  i n  a l l  s e c t o r s  o f  
economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e .  

I t s  economies a r e  i n  a  shambles, and p e r  c a p i t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  food  c rops ,  i s  d e c l i n i n g .  I n d u s t r i e s ,  where they  e x i s t  a t  
a l l ,  a r e  p r o d u c i n g  a t  w e l l  be low c a p a c i t y ,  a t  a t ime  w h e n t t e r e  a r e  se-  
v e r e  shor tages  o f  t h e  most b a s i c  goods a" sservices. Comm'~.i icat isr 's wi 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  networks have been d i s r u p t e d  o r  d i s m a n t l e d .  The e n t i r e  
s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  are t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  pa- 
r a l y s i s .  One o f  t h e  consequences o f  maldevelopment  i s  t h a t  t h e  t r o p i c a l  
f o r e s t s  and moun ta in  ecosystems, as w e l l  as  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  v a s t  semi- 
a r i d  areas wh ich  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  r e c u r r e n t  d r o u g h t s ,  have been damaged; 
some have even been l o s t  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  



The e u p h o r i a  and o p t i m i s m  t h a t  '-Â¥drke'- t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  C I . i . Jec . i i je i i ce  
have  v m i s t ' e d .  :^day P e  3 o v e r n ~ . e n t s  8-,f t h ?  p o s t - c o l o n : ? :  i ? a ^ . e j  i d f -  
ri:a a r e  c r ; r a c t e r l z ? d  b y  an i l r ,~ : t  t c x a i  l a c k  o f  de'-oi-rat :c r - : l - i t i e n s  
w : t b  t h e  c i v i l  s o c i e t y .  T j o  nany j o v e f i u e n t s  cave f d i ? - i n  pr-Â¥? '.J i u t o -  
c r a t i c  and somet imes n o n s t r o u s l y  d i c t a t o r i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  

I n  many C ~ S P S ,  t h e  ~ , o c t i o c s  o f  A f r i c a n  r e q i n e s  h i l v i  ';;er exxace rb i t ed  b, 
o r o t a c ^ . i ~ r i  and ' i n c o u r a g e ~ e n t  f r om f o r e i g n  pohr:rs; t n e y  n i v e  a l s o  been 
a g - j r i ' j d t e d  ay  p o l i t i c a l  and Â¥;c3novii p r e s s u r e s  o ' -c~- te 'd  by  n a o - c o l o n i a l -  
1 s t  o r  i m p e r i a l i s t  f o r c e s .  These f o r c e s  keep co? ,s i de r i ne ]  indep?n.- ient 
A f r i c a  as a  zone o f  i n f l u e n c e ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  access  t o  i t s  ~ a t u r a i  
r e s o u r c e s  and c o n t r o l  l i n g  ' s t r a t e g i c  p o s i  t i o n s  t h e r e .  They i n te r ' / ? r ; e  i n  
" i c a ' s  po1 i t ! ca ' !  l i f e ,  e i t h n r  d i r e c t l y  o r  chrouqk a ! l i . ? s  i r  s a t e ;  l i t e  
gove rnmen ts  a c t i n g  as p r o x i e s ,  t hey  a r e  b e h i n d  s o w  o f  the  coups d ' s t a t ,  
and p roma te  o r  suppor: d e j t a b i 1 1 z a t . i ~ ~  o o l i c i e s ,  p d r t i L u l ~ r ! y  i n  Sou- 
t h e r n  A f r i c a .  

Th1-i~ i i'.:avy hl-irden i s  w e i g h i n g  A f r i c a  down. T h i s  b u r d e n  i s  made h e a v i e r  
s t . iU  by t h ?  wu ' r l d  economic  c r i s e s  and by  f a m i n e  in"! w t ' J . r a l  d i a d 3 t e r S  
w h i c h  l e n d  i t  a c a t a s t r o p h i c ,  f a t a l  c n a r a c t e r ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  i s  a l s o  
g l o b a l ,  s y s t e m i c  and d i a l e c t i c a l .  E v e r y t h i n g  i s  i n t e r r e l a t e d .  The causes 
o f  A f r i c a ' s  ec i inomic  p r o b l s ' . ? ~  t hemse l ves  and t b e  s o l  - i t i o n s  t h e y  r e q m  r e  
canno'; be  ? i n p o i n t e d  b y  p u r e l y  economic  a n a l y s i s  and t h e r a p y .  T h i s  wo'11d 
be b u t  an a l i b i  f o r  e v a d i n g  o r  o b s c u r i n g  t h e  r e a l i t y .  

We t h e r e f o r e  a f f i r m  t h a t  t h e  s t r a t e g y  needed f o r  t h e  r e c o v e r y  and s a l v a -  
t i o n  o f  o u r  c o n t i n e n t  mus t  be  d e p l o y e d  i n  t h r e e  f undamen ta l ,  i n t e r d e p e n -  
l e n t  a r e a s :  democracy,  deve lopmen t  and u m ' t y .  

I. FOR DEMOCRACY 

The A f r i c a n  p e o p l e  f o i ~ g h t  f&r independence f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a b o l i s h i n g  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  system b y  e s t a o l i s h i n q  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s % ; t t i t i o n s  w h i c h  w o u l d  
e n s u r e  t h e i r  l i b e r a t i o n ,  deve lopmen t  and f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e -  
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .  

A f t e r  - independence, i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  A f r i c a n  s t a t e s ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  
t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  have been r n i s a c p r o p r i a t e d  and t h e  p e o p l e ' s  
,dreams a n 4  i n b i  t i o n s  b e t r a y e d .  democracy h a s  r e g a i n e d  c o n f i n e d  t o  l e a d -  
e r s '  S.ec l . j r a t i o r . s ,  and t o  t h - i  i m i t a t i v e  d r a w i n g  up o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  
a r e  r a r t l y  r e j e c t e d .  

D-imocracy i s  s t. i 1 ,  dbJ.?n;. f r o m  e v e r y d a y  1 ' f e .  t i c~~ ient .d : 'y  f r e d d o m i  a r e  
o f t e n  f i 0 : ~ t e d :  a m l + r ' , i r y  i r r e s t s ,  i m p r i s o n m e n t s ,  t o r t u r e  a n d  mur . l e r s  
have  s i l e n c e d  many Â¥]:!nuin o r  supposed p o l i t i c a l  opponen ts ,  whns-i  ,'injy 
c r i i r e  w a s  sf+,en t o  'ia'g-? rem ind - i d  l e i d e r s  o f  t h a  o a t h s  t h e y  swore on  t 3 -  
k.Mq o f f i c e  ~r d u r i n g  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  f r eedom.  Any d i j s e : i t i n g  o p i n ? ~  i s  
r e g a r d e ' i  as s u b v e r s i v e .  



A t  t h e  save t i m e  f a c t i o n a l  and e t n n i c  c o n f l i c t s  a r e  r i f e ,  g i v i r i :  r i s e  t o  
a  s u c c e s s i a n  o f  coups d ' e t a t ,  p u r c t u a t e d  w i n  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  and execu -  
t i o n s  o f  o f t e n  i n n o c e n t  v i c t i m s ,  and f u r t h e r  p u n c t u a t e d  w i t h  e ~ o d u s e s  o f  
A f r i c a n  r e f u g e e s  now so mass i ve  t h a t  t h e y  have becoire a  g e n u i n e  s c o u r g e ,  
a  s o u r c e  o f  s h a m  f o r  o u r  c o n t i n e n t .  

Faced w i t h  t h i s  i n t o l e r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  we mst i n t e n s i f y  o u r  s t r u g g l e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  and s t r e n g t h e n  democracy.  Democracy a l o n e  may p r o v i d e  secu -  
r i t y ,  s t a b i l i t y  and deve lopmen t  f o r  s o c i e t i e s  and c i t i z e n s  a l i k e .  I t  
a l o n e  may mke p o s s i b l e  a  g l o b a l  ana e q u i t a b l e  deve lopmen t ,  a  u n i t y  r i c h  
w i t h  A f r i c a n  d i v e r s i t y .  I t  i s  t h e  b e s t  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  o u r  independence.  

We h e r e b y  u r g e  A f r i c i n  goverpr1enf.s t o  s t r i c t l y  o b s e r v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i x  
b a s i c  r e q u i r e r c n t s :  

. t h e  s c r u p u l o u s  r e s p e c t  o f  f undamen ta l  h x x n  r i g h t s ;  

. t h e  g u a r a n t e e  o f  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t  t o  choose t h e i r  government  f r e e l y  
w i t h n  t he  f ramework  o f  i s t a t e  based  on t h e  r u l e  o f  l a w  and p r a c -  
t - i s i n g  a  g e n u i n e  s e p a r a t i o n  between t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  and 
e x e c u t i v e  power's; 

. t h e  g i i d r a n t e e  o f  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  i n  t h e  J e c i s -  
i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  and s o c i e t y ;  

. t h e  g u a r a n t e e  o f  f u l l  and c o n s t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c i t i z e n s  a n i ~ u t  
t k e i r  r i g h t s  3 n d  d ~ : i e s ,  and t h e  gu. ' i rantee o f  t h p  r i g h t  T O  i r i f o r n i  
and t o  be  i r i fu t -wed;  

. t i e  g u a r a n t e e  o f  t h e  f reedo in  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  f r eedom o f  a s i o c i a t ' . o n  
and r e s p & c t  r ' c r  t h e  autonomy o f  p e o p l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  

. t h e  g u a r a n t e e  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  r e f u g e e s  and s r i i g r a n t s  b o t h  i n  A f -  
r i c a  and o u t s i d e  A f r i c a  as w e l l  as  t h e  p r - i v i s i o n  o f  t n e  c o n s t a n t  
s u p p a r t  t h e y  need. 

We f u r t h e r  u r g e  governments  t o  s i g n ,  r a t i f y  a d  s c r u p u l  o t ~ s l y  e n f o r c e  t h e  
A f r i c a n  C h a r t e r  o f  Human and P e o p l e ' s  R i g h t s .  

Our s t r u g g l e s  mus t  be  based  on d e m o c r a t i c  and e g a l i t a r i a n  r e l a t i o n s  be-  
tween women and men, between and w i t h i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  g r o u p s ,  
t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  d sense i)f c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  

11. FOR DEVELOPMENT 

The deve lopmen t  o f  A f r i c a  mus t  be a c o n s t a n t  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  o r  
r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  economies ,  s o c i e t i e s  and c u l  t l l r p s ,  i n  0'-der t o  s r ' t i s f y  
A f r i c a n s '  m a t e r i a l  and n o n - m a t e r i a l  needs.  

We m u s t  d e v i s e  a  new deve lopmen t  p r o j e c t ,  one w h i c h  s h o u l d  be  endogen-  
ous ,  s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  e c o l o g i c a l l y  s u s t a i n a b l e  and based  on  f a r - r e a c h i n g  
s t r u c t u r a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .  Such a  p r o j e c t  c a l l s  f o r  c u l t u r a l  m a s t e r y  o f  
t h e  f undamen ta l  c o n c e p t s  and t o o l s  o f  deve lopmen t ;  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  



a l l  concerned i n  a11 t h e  scages o f  i t s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  and r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  impor tance  o f  t h e  demographic w e i g h t ,  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  and s p e c i f i c  
needs ar.d r i g h t s  o f  women i n  a11 domains. 

The development o f  A f r i c a  c a l l s  f o r  r e v e r s i n g ,  i n  the  s h o r t e s t  p o s s i b l e  
t i m e ,  t h e  f o o d  d e f i c i t s  t h a t  have grown d i s a s t r o u s l y ,  by  i n c r e a s i n g  food  
p r o d u c t i o n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  and i n  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  and e g a l i t a r i a n  manner. 
T h i s  a l o n e  may r a i s e  t h e  l i v i n g  s tandards  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  popu la -  
t i o n  and promote t h e  s t a b l e  g rowth  o f  domes t i c  marke ts .  I n d i s p e n s a b l e  
p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  t h i s  g rowth  a r e  l a n d  r e f o r m  programmes and t h e  a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  communi t ies a t  t h e  g r a s s - r o o t s  l e v e l .  

The i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a ,  wh ich  a t  p r e s e n t  e x h i b i t s  many s t r u c -  
t u r a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  must se rve  a g r i c u l t u r a l  development .  I t must  mobi - 
l i z e  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  n a t u r a l  resources .  The s i t i n g  o f  i n d u s t r i e s  must 
p r i m a r i l y  f a v o u r  t h e  r u r a l  areas,  and i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  s h o u l d  con- 
t r i b u t e  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

Development i s  based on c r e a t i v i t y  and i m p l i e s  e d u c a t i a n a l  a r d  t r ? i n i n g  
systems t h a t  s t i m u l a t e  t h i s  c r e a t i v i t y  and make use o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
and t e c h n i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  p roducers ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of women; appro-  
p r i a t e  use o f  h i g h  t e c h n o l o g i e s ;  and t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  techno-  
l o g i e s  by  t h e  peop le  concerned. 

The development  of A f r i c a  cannot ,  under  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r e s u l t  f r o m  
c l o s e r  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  economy, p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  t h e  new 
t r e n d s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  d e v a l u i n g  o u r  c o n t i -  
n e n t ' s  human and n a t u r a l  resources ,  and thus  i n  m a r g i n a l i z i n g  i t .  On t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  o u r  c o u n t r i e s  must seek ways and means o f  imp lement ing  d e v e l -  
opment c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  A f r i c a .  

R igo rous  management o f  f i n a n c i a l  and monetary resources  i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  
f o r  development  and democracy i n  A f r i c a  and presupposes t h e  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  dec is ionmak ing  p rocess .  Neg l igence  and c o r r u p -  
t i o n  must  be f o u g h t .  Demographic c o n s t r a i n t s  - which can be eased - a r e  
such t h a t  A f r i c a  shou ld  ensure j u d i c i o u s  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  a l l o c a t i o n  and 
u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  i t s  resources  i n  i t s  economy, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and a l l  
a reas  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  

F u l l  repayment o f  o u r  c o u n t r i e s '  deb ts  would s e r i o u s l y  mortgage o u r  f u -  
t u r e  and d e p r i v e  A f r i c a  o f  t h e  resources  i t  needs t o  deve lop ,  w h i l e  t h e  
a d j u s t m e n t  p o l i c i e s  i n v o l v e d  m i g h t  w e l l  d e s t a b i l i z e  t h e  A f r i c a n  p roduc-  
t i o n  and s o c i a l  systems i n  t h e  l o n g  te rm.  These p o l i c i e s  a r e  a  new f o r m  
o f  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o  e x t e r n a l  requ i rements .  U r g e n t  measures must t h e r e -  
f o r e  be taken  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  ease t h e  deb t  burden and t o  ensure t h a t  
i t  i s  bo rne  by t h o s e  who have, l e g a l l y  o r  i l l e g a l l y ,  p r o f i t e d  from i t ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  l e a d e r s  who have amassed c o l o s s a l  f o r t u n e s ,  businessmen, 
and t h e  banks n h j c h  have a l r e a d y  earned more t h a n  enough f rom v a r i a t i o n s  
i n  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  and t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  d o l l a r .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  and n o t  i ndeb tedness  can c o n t r i b u t e  t o  d e v e i -  
opment when i t  i s  m o b i l i z e d  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  l a t t e r ,  n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  
o f  l o c a l  resources  t h a t  have n o t  been m o b i l i z e d  o r  have been squandered. 



I i I .  FOR U N I T Y  

U r . i t y  ' 5  a  k i s t c . r : cc . " i  rt'i;.;i!en-.-nt, a p r c c e s s  and a  p r a c t i c e .  Tt-i. va1;- 
d i t ,  arid v i g o u r  o f  t h e  P z n a f r i c a n  i d e a l  a r e  r c r e  a l i v e  t b n  e v e r  i n  t h e  
p e o p l e s  c c n s c i e n c e .  

U n i t y  i n  i t s e l f  i s  a q i ; a l i t a t i v e  i r , n o v a t i o r .  w h i c h  makes A f r i c a ' s  space a  
new f r o n t i e r  t o  be conque red .  It w i l !  a t  ion(; l a s t  f r e e  u s  fror;: t r e  d1s -  
a s t r o u s  l e g a c y  o f  tic? d' iv is i ; , ! .  e q f r c t e d  ?.t t h e  Ee:I if C i r f e r e n c e  of 
1884/8';, A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  ;',r; j e c t  u f  i . n i t y  I ;!.-c "he c'kÂ¥err! ;^nat ic:-  t o  
fore's; tlr: oc, jc 'c ; I ' v~  c o x  c i t ic ! .s  f o r  i r . i . ^ ; . ~ n ~ i ' . t ,  ~ fc l ' f - ( :? - !  rc-d 2nd s e l f -  
r e l i e . i t  deve lopmen t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  aT!  t h e  pecp':es o f  1 : f r ica .  

Faced w : t h  t h e  c r i s i s  t h a t  i s  g r i p p i n g  o u r  c & ) - , t i n e n t ,  W - t h  t h e  encrrr-cus 
c o s t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h r o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  t r a r i s i i a t i o n a l  
companies  t h a t  have a l r e a d y  a c h i e v e d  a  f o r f  o f  u r i i t y  t c  ma tch  t h e i r  i n -  
t e r e s t s  and p r o f i t s ,  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  un)ty i s  more essen -  
t i a l  t h a n  e v e r .  T h a t  i s  why A f r i c a n  l e a d e r s  mus t  p u t  an  e r d  t o  t h e  e n o r -  
moi<s w.-sLage e t  r e s c u r c e s  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  f r o r  t t , e  p r e s e n t  f r a g m e n t a t i o r , .  

The f'rrJce':^ if r i r ! . i e v i n a  u n i t y  must  be  i n i t i a t e d  and s t re r ; ' _ ; t henk~d  ky 
i n t e r ' z ' 1 f y i n ~  c u t h e n t i c  r e g i r n a l  a n d  s u 5 - r e g i c n a l  ccoperat :drp ,  i n  s c w e  
and t e c h n o l u u y  by p r o m o t i ~ "  i r ,  p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e s e a r c h  cfcr:trfc':; i n  aqr;-. 
c u l t u r e ;  i n  i n d u s t r y ;  ir, t r a d e  as  w e l l  as i r ,  cuIt . :Â¥-e t h u s  t r 1 h a ~ c i r . g  o u r  
c o n t i n e n t ' s  c o l l e c t i v e  s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  

I t  i s  h i g h  t i m e  A f r i c a n s  abandoned t h e  s t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  o u t s t r e t c h e d  
hand. K n a t  i s  a t  s t a k e  i s  t h e  d i g n i t y  and v i t a l i t y  o f  o ! ~ r  c o n t i n e n t ,  

I t  -is a l s o  t i m e  t h e  OAU i t s e l f  bega r  t o  res t ruc ' . ! ! re ,  ? c  a' t o  -i.'~- i t s  
[ c p u i a r  c b n t e r i r  t o  A f r i c a n  u i ' i t y  rsem' r :$  i t ~ - e . l f  t o  F a n a f r - i ~ ~ i r  ,?.r 
i n t e - ' - A t n c s n  a s s o c i a t i o n ' ;  cf worker,, f c r w r i ,  ~ ~ . i - k i r i ' ; ,  ÃˆOu!'- pfc~;"  it, 
i n t e ! l e c t i ! a ? s ,  s c i e n t i s t s  o r  a r t i s t s .  

I n  t h i s  way t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o i m w ' i t y  w i ' i l  u l t i n a t e l ; , .  r e c i i z e  t h c t  
c r . l y  ?. h n i l t h y ,  s t r o n g  A f r i c a  c a n  c o r t r i b i i t e  t c  c!!^ ( - r r . c _ ~ - . ; i  ;rc;!-esc c f  
humar~ i  t y .  



I n  w a y  A f r - i  :i ,.,i T'i b m , i ! d  up '.he 5':iA.;ngth t h a t  i.\C i i 3 b ^ i - 1  ?: :3 

r e x w  and cors~'I1-ja!.? i t s  n o n - a ? - i q n ~ e n t  Â¥: ? r c n ' ; ?  peace 3 r 1  2 ; : i i :  i p -  

t f ? r n a t i 9 r 3 1  or-1-2r. 

. . 
Ama A ta  Aidoo .- ( M S ) ,  Ghana, g r i t e r ,  \ i ' n - > v  ,L : i i  ~ n a l  ! l l i ? i o n i i  '^"fence 
c o u n c i l  j e c r e t a ^ y  ( M i n i s t e r )  f o r  Educa:i :I; . > ~ i r  A r m ,  t j y p t e ,  Y r e c -  
t e u r  du p r o j e t  de 1 ' U n i v e r s i t S  des N a t i o n s  . , : i e s  ii;r 1 ' A v e n i r  ile 1 ' A f -  
r i q a ? ;  -d 'k~ 5313h, T2n::ie, Se,:r+!:i C ,;+m5ral ?a l 4 o , i ~ ~ ~ ~ e n t  d "Jn i t6  
p o p u l a i  r e  e t  a n c i e n  S e c r e t a i r e  C ienSr~ !  da l 'Un ion  q@nSra?e  d-i I r i v a i  l j e  
T u n i s i e ,  anc ien  M i n i s t r e  du dSve loa i~ f? f~ 'en t ;  Wal t e r  3 ova Tanzania,  -Ã‘̂  Managing D i r e c t o r ,  Tanzania P u b l i s h i n g  House; Abdai a t 1  Berachenhou, 
A l g e r i a ,  Economiste, P r o f e s s e u r  d ' u n i v e r s i t e ,  S e c r e t a i r e  General de 
1 8 A s s o c i a t i o n  des Economistes du T i e r s  blonde; Chen C. Chi"iutenqwende. 
Zimbabwe, Member o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  S e c r e t a r y  Genera l ,  Southern A f r i c a  Mass 
Comnunic-i t ion A s s o c i a t i o n ;  A1 ha-Abdoulaye D i a l l o ,  Guinee, J u r i s t e ,  an- 
c i e n  M i m s t r e  ( A f f a i r e s  E t rang6res ;  Jeunesse, S p o r t s  & C u l t u r e  poou- 
l a i r e ) ;  Emmanuel Hansen Ghana, Former S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  Na- 
t i o n a l  Defence COX Joseph Ki-Ze*, 8 6 ; - ~ i . n  F"i0, H i s t o r i e n ,  V i c e -  
P r e s i d e n t  du Conse i l  i n t e r n d t i c r . a l  de 1a p h i l o s o p n i e  e t  des sc iences  
humaines, membre du Conse i i  de 1  ' U n i v e r s i  t 6  des N a t i o n s  Un ies ;  Pascal  
L i ssouba ,  Congo, G @ n @ t i c i e n ,  P r o f a s i e u r  d ' t i n i v e r s i t e ,  anc ien  M i n i s t r e  e t  
anc ien  Premie r  M i n i s t r e ,  D i - e c t e u r  a 1'UNESCO; A r c h i b a l d  M a f e j s ,  South 
A f r i c a ,  P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  American U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Ca i ro ;  Thandi ka 
Mkandawire,  M d l i w i  , Deputy E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  Counc i l  f o r  t h e  pm 
merit o f  Economic and S o c i a l  Research i n  A f r i c a  (CODESRIA); Dani 'nadaaa 
Nabudere, Uganda, Former M i n i s t e r  o f  C u l t u r e  and CoinmuniLy kvÂ¡'!op~ent -- 
P r e s i d e n t ,  A f r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Sc ience,  si :a-?rÂ¡siJsnt 
i r i t e r n a t i o n a l  Pol  i t i c a l  Sc ience ? s s o c i a t i , ~ n ;  -.-- S a l  ' v  NT.?',"' SQn6qa1, 
P res iden t  d* 1  ' U n i o n  ;;en$ra",e dej t r i ,+a j  7 l e ~ ~  ,, "7~'t11r? Fri$,:e; 
Assane Seck, Senegal, Ancisn Min is t r ' : ,  .?.? i 

1 .  # >  , 3 . - ; 5 " 7 ' - .  
, . -  , , A :  :, 

H a i l e  L u l  Teb icke ,  E t h i o p i a ,  F o m r  Â ¥ ^ W Â ¥ Â ¥  - , . , , >  ;, . , - .  4 . , 
. ! <  

Technology C o m i i s s i o n ,  .4sji,t2r;!; - .'= . - - .  . . ., . , 1 ,  - ,,c:,, , '-I , 9 

, , R o k U t o u  Ta? l (!'?-?), " i 1  5 .  ~ r ~ ~ : r P t , ! ? r :  , , . ,  d u  .,. z , , ) ,  ' ,  ~ . , i i  
d'appul a r f a r r r p *  ! p  .:t. .%;K *,Q,Â¥-. '; Â¥ . , ^Â¥,.:-,a is ;,.,(,:; : - 2 1  

'AFOTTC)  . 



Ahmed Ben S a l a h  a  l u  pour vous 

DE L'UNITE ARABE, ESSAI D'INTERPRETATION CRITIQUE 
p a r  Fawzi Mellah 
( P a r i s :  L 'Harmat tan ,  1 9 8 5 ) ,  228pp. 

L'Unice a r a b e ,  au moins d e p u i s  1 ' Z r e  o t t o n a n e ,  3 ' e s t  aff i r - i iee  comme nos- 
t a l g i a  e t  comme h o r i z o n ;  cornme argument e t  c o m e  p r o j e t .  Rgve c a t a l y s e u r  
- au deiixizme rang a p r z s  l ' a t t a c h e m e n t  v i v a c e  aux v a l e u r s  de 1 ' I s l a m  - 
d u r a n t  l e s  l u t t e s  a n t i c o l o a i a l e s ,  11 d e v i a n t ,  a p r e s  l e s  LndSpendances, 
l a  t e n t a t i o n  et p a r f o i s  l ' a r m e  de t e l  ou t e l  Leader dominant a s s e z  na tu -  
r e l l e m e n t  l a  scene  a r a b e  o u . . .  v o u l a n t  l a  dominer. Tou jours  t e n t a t i o n  
p a r t i e l l e ,  2 poussees  s p o r a d i q u e s ,  d i s p a r a t e s ,  d ' u n  o r d r e  a r a b e  r6nov6, 
u n i t a i r e :  c e l < i l  d ' u n e  n a t i o n  a r a b e  de "1'Ocean au Gol fe r ' .  Pa r  d e f i n i t i o n  
a t t e n t a t o i r e  aux o r d r e s  e t a b l i s  dans p l u s  de v i n g t s  g t a t s  ou q u a s i -  
& c a t s ,  2 a u t a n t  de r a i s o n s  d t E t a t . . .  avec  p l u s  011 moins de " d e l i c e s "  
comme d i r a i t  J e a n  Z i e g l e r .  

De t o u t e  Gvidence,  I e  s u j e t  n ' e s t  pas  commode; dans I e  c o n t e x t e  a r a b e  
a c t u a l  on p e u t  d i r e  q u ' i l  p e u t  ? t r e  e x p l o s i f .  .. s e l o n  l e  t r a i t e m e n t .  
Fawzi Me11ah a  e s s a y e ,  il f a u t  I e  s o u l i g n e r ,  avec courage  d e  condui re  I e  
l e c t e u r  i l ' i n t e r i e u r  meme de c e  l e v a i n  q u i  n ' a  pas  l e v e ;  pas e n c o r e .  
Fawzi Mellah nous y c o n d u i t  5  t r a v e r s  une b e l l e  compos i t ion  de son es-  
s a l ;  b e l l e  p a r c e  que s imple  e t  c l a i r e  s i g n i f i a n t ,  s i  b e s o i n  e s t ,  un 
e f f o r t  r e u s s i  d e  m a l t r i s e  du s u j e t  en meme temps qu 'un  r e e l  t a l e n t  p6- 
dagogique.  

Deux p a r t i e s :  l a  p remiere  c o n s a c r s e  aux fondements du concep t  d e  l 1 U n i t 6  
a r a b e  e t  5  son e v o l u t i o n ;  l a  deuxisme a l ' i m p a c t  d e  ce  concep t  s u r  l e s  
r e l a t i o n s  I n t e r - a r a b e s .  L ' e s s a i  s ' achgve  s u r  un s c e n a r i o  c o i n c e  e n t r e  
problSmes e t  c o n d i t i o n s  d e  r 6 a l i s a t i o n .  

Le concep t  d e  l ' U n i t 6  a r a b e  e s t  e x p l i q u e ,  j u s t i f i e :  l ' h i s t o i r e ,  l a  l an-  
gue ,  l ' e s p a c e ,  l e s  donnees p o l i t i q u e s ;  il e a t  c o n f r o n t 6  dux e x p e r i e n c e s  
u n i t a i r e s ,  aux o b s t a c l e s  a l ' i n t e r i e u r  e t  5 l ' e x t e r i e u r  d e  l ' e s p a c e  a r a -  
be .  I1 e s t  b i e n  sGr recherche  dans  l a  l i t t e r a t u r e  d e s  mouvements p o l i t i -  
q u e s ,  e n  t o u s  c a s  des  "grands" c o u r a n t s  connus,  " c l a s s i q u e s " .  . . Un e f -  
f o r t  d e  l ' a u t e u r  q u i  ne manque p a s  d ' i n t a n s i t e .  T o u t e f o i s ,  l a  d e n s i c e  du 
r e s u l t a t  ne semble S t r e  .3 l a  mesure d e  c e t  e f f o r t  que p a r  l e s  q u e s t i o n s  
e t  l e s  r e a c t i o n s  que I e  t e x t e  soulSve ou provoque; b i e n  sGr c e l a  a u s s i  
e s t  pedagogic.  Prenons l e s  choses  a i n s i  e t  e ssayons  br i6vement  de ques-  
t i o n n e r  e t  de r e a g i r  ... a u  moins s u r  un p o i n t .  

En nous s i t u a n t  seulement  dans  l e  c o n t e x t e  a r a b e ,  n ' e s t - i l  p a s  v r a i  que 
p a r  d e l 5  l e s  e x p l i c a t i o n s  e t  l e s  a n a l y s e s  d e  l ' a u t e u r  quan t  aux t r i b u l a -  
t i o n s  du concep t  d e  l ' U n i t 6  a r a b e  e t  aux e c h e c s  de r o u t e s  l e s  exper ien-  
c e s  u n i t a i r e s ,  '-in f a c t e u r  demeure en g e n e r a l  a b s e n t  de l ' a n a l y s e ?  N ' e s t -  
11 pas  c l a i r  q u e ,  f i n a l e m e n t ,  l ' e s s a i  condamne b i e n  s o m a i r e m e n t  t o u s  
l e s  e f f o r t s  q u i  one tendu i r e a l i s e r  l e s  & t a p e s ,  q u e l q u e s  e t a p e s  v e r s  
l ' u n i t e  p a r  l a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  e t  l a  p r e p a r a t i o n  d e s  s t r u c t u r e s  soc io -  
6conomiques au n iveau  l o c a l ,  a u  n iveau  r e g i o n a l ?  Et que dans  c e t t e  con- 
damnation q u a s i  g e n e r a t e  malgre que lques  nuances ,  un f a c t e u r  demeure 
a b s e n t  d e  l ' a n a l y s e ?  



N ' e s t - i l  pas e n f i n  e v i d e n t  q u e  dans l ' a n a l y s e  des  e f f o r t s  c o n c e p t u e l s ,  
Core i n t e r e d s a n t s ,  du C o n s e i l  eccnomique e t  s o c i a l  de La Ligue des E t a t s  
Arabes ,  un f a c t e u r  demeure a b s e n t  d e  l ' a n a l y s e ?  

Le meme f a c t e u r ,  une donn6e v a r i a b l e  e t  c o n s t a n t e  s u r  de nombreuses de- 
c e n n i e s ,  un 616ment fonddmental  des  Gchecs d e  t o u s  l e s  e f f o r t s  au nivedu 
l o c a l ,  au n iveau  r e g i o n a l ,  au n iveau  n a t i o n a l ,  I e  meme f a c t e u r :  l e  pou- 
v o i r ;  s a  n a t u r e ,  s e s  modes d ' e x e r c i c e ,  s e s  phantasmes,  s e s  s o u m i s s i o i s  d 
t o u t  sauf  aux v o l o n t 6 s ,  aux a s p i r a t i o n s ,  proclamees ou chuchotGes d e s  
p e u p l e s .  

Fawzi Mellah,  avec ,  s e m b l e - t - i l ,  beaucoup de sSrGni t2 ,  d " ' o b j e c t i v i t ~ " ,  
de pudeur,  s ' e s t  persuade que p a r l e r  p l u t S t  d ' e t a t s ,  en p a r l e r  dans t o u s  
l e s  s e n s  s u f f i r a  2 combler l ' a b s e n c e  d ' u n  examen a t t e a t i f  e t  r i g c u r e u x  
du f a c t e u r  pouvoir  p o l i t i q u e ,  de s e s  impac t s ,  de s e s  impasses.  Est-ce I e  
s u j e t ?  Eien s u r  que o u i  s i  on veu t  e c l a i r e r  e s s e n t i e l l e i a e n t  l a  s i t u a t i o n  
e t r a n g e  du rnonde a r a b e  au n iveau  d e s  e v o l u t i o n s  l o c a l e s ,  r e g i o n a l e s  ou 
n a t i o n a l e s ,  c ' e s t - 2 - d i r e  au n iveau  de l a  v i e ,  de l ' e v o l u t i o n  e t  de l a  
r e a l i s a t i o n  du concep t  e t  de l a  volon:t? d ' u n i t e .  

E t  p o u r t a n t  Fawzi, 2 un moment donn6, s e m b l a i t  S t r e  quasiment o b l i g e  de 
s ' a t t a q u e r  au probleme quand il a  evoqu6 l a  s i t u a t i o n  passablement  nou- 
v e l l e  cr&Ge p a r  l e s  o r i e n t a t i o n s  s o c i a l i s t e s  en Egypte, en A l g e r i e ,  en, 
T u n i s i e ;  s i t u a t i o n  q u i  a  tourn6  c o u r t  c o m e  a  tourn6 c o u r t  l e  r a i sonne-  
ment de l ' a u t e u r  dans une phrase  t r s s  e t r a n g e :  " l a  tendance - h e l a s  - 
p e r s i s t e  e t  s ' a p p r o i - o n d i t .  Le concep t  u n i r a i r e  a r a b e  n ' a  guere  a c q u i s  
p l u s  d e  s u b s t a n c e  avec l e s  r-&formes k t a t i s t e s  a r a b e s ,  que  ceux-ci  s o i e n t  
d ' i n s p i r a t i o n  l i b e r a l s  ou s o c i a l i s t e . "  (page 185) .  

rou t  simplement! Et  c e l a  a p r g s  a v o i r  G c r i t :  "Nous observons  seulement  
que ,  d e s  l e  debut  des  ann6es s o i x a n t e  e t  d'ufie facon  quasiment  coordon- 
n6e (1961 pour I ' E g y p t e ,  1964 pour l a  T u n i s i e ,  1964 pour l l A l g e r i e ,  e t c )  
I /  s e  g e n 6 r a l i s e n t  dans  l ' e n s e m b l e  a r a b e  des  modsles d e  d6veloppement e t  - 
d ' o r g a n i s a t i o n  socio-6conornlques f a i s a n t  de 1 ' E t a t  Ie p r i n c i p a l  agent"  
(.. . )  I1 e s c  v r a i  que,  s u i t e  c e s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  l ' ensemble  a r a b e  e s t  
devenu u n i  en un c e r t a i n  s e n s .  En e t f e t ,  l a  p r i s e  en charge p a r  l f E t a t  
d e s  s e c t e u r s  t!conomiques i m p o r t a n t s  a  c o n t r i b u e  i u n i f o r m i s e r  l e s  s o c i e -  
t 6 s  a r a b e s .  On y observe  maintendnt  d e s  methodes i d e n t i q u e s  de p l a n i f i -  
c a t i o n ,  de g e s t i o n  e t  d ' u t i l i s a t i o n  d e s  r e s s o u r c e s ;  on y r e n c o n t r e  l e s  
nsmes t y p e s  soc iaux ."  

Mais l ' a u t e u r  g l i s s e  a u s s i t s t  v e r s  l ' e x p l i c a t i o n . , .  s a n s  r e p l i q u e ,  " in -  
t e g r a t i o n  au march6 mondial" ,  a l o r s  que nous pouvons nous demander pour- 
q u o i  ce  r e s u l t a t ?  Cela a u r a i t  pu e t r e  une e t a p e ;  c e l a  pouva i t  e t r e  l a  
' r a n c o n "  que l e s  m i l i t a n t s  s o c i a l i s t e s  d e v a i e n t  a c c e p t e r  de payer  d u r a n t  
c e t t e  Etape d ' u n  profond changement, en a t t e n d a n t  d e  c o n s o l i d e r  l ' e s s e n -  
t i e l ,  c ' e s t - ; -d i re  l e s  c a p a c i t e s  m a t e r i e l l e s  e t  l e s  s t r u c t u r e s  n o u v e l l e s  
pour  f r a n c h i r  d ' a u t r e s  e t a p e s  dans l a  v o i e  de 1 ' au tonomie  e t  de l ' i n t c -  
g r a t i o n  du p l u s  grand espace  p o s s i b l e !  N 'oub l ions  p a s ,  p a r  exemple, I e  

I/ 11. a u r s i t  i t 6  p l u s  conforme 2 l a  r i d i t &  df^cr>ire: 1361 Tmis'Le, 2965 - 
pour  I 'Sqypte  e t  l 'Algirie.  



degrc  d'avancccient d ' a c t i o n s  copicrtte-s dans c e t t e  v o l e  menges au n iveau  
du  M a f . r c L  C C  >:me en d i r e c t i o n  d e  I ' E g y p t e .  

L'ar.5 t.-ns i f := c a s ,  l e s  e f f o r t s  d c s  s o c i a l i s t c s  6 t . i i e r . t  s o u s  l a  c u r v e i l l -  
ance- rhi i : ~ u v c i r  p c l i t i q u e  r e e l  211 n iveau  l o c a l  ou au n iveau  d e  l a  regior .  
c e  pc.nvoir qu 'on  a  i n t C r : ~  S a n a l y s e r  da7.s s a  natb-irr. s e s  mcdes d ' e x e r -  
c i c e ,  s e a  pha-.-.tasmes, s e s  impacts  s u r  i ' G v o l u t i o n  des  peup les  a r a b e s  s u r  
c-'.!rs t i sp i ra l - ions .  L ' a n a l y s e r  saris l e s  menagernents v ra iment  s u p e r f l u s  cu 
r.rccitfcurs 2- " l ' o b j e c t i v i t G 1 ' ,  de l a  "pudeur" ou di: t e l l e  ou t e i l e  idgo-  
l o g i c .  ~ ' c i n a l y s e r  dans s e s  e x e r c i c e s  e t  s e s  e f f e t s  d I 7 i n c & r i e u r  de cha- 
quc e t t i t ;  tius.-.i. on coniprendra que dans chacune d e s  soc iGt6s  - rabes  des  
v e r r o u ~ ,  nouvesux, des o b s t a c l e s  t e m p o r a i r e s  on non,  s o n t  e d i f i e s  pour 
re ta rd fc r  ou b iuquer  I d  l i b e r a t i o n  d e s  p e u p l e s ,  l a  l i b e r a t i o n  de  l o u r s  
a s p i r n t i c m s  l:; d i g n i t e ,  i la j u s t i c e  a f i n  que : ' u n i t &  a r a b e  ne sct i t  
p a s ,  ne s o l t  jamaia c e l l e  d e  l a  soumiss ion ,  dc l ' h u m i l i d r i o n ,  d e  l ' i n -  
j u s t i c e .  

se r  i-c-e l i e  ju-nais ,  c e t t e  u n i t e ,  s e r a - C - e l l e  j amals  s a n s  une v e r i t a b l e  

r 2 \ ~ i ~ . t i o n ,  c c i l e  q u i  a s s u r e r s  anx peup le?  orgar . is6s  da s ' a s s u r e r  
i ' o r i e n t a t l o n  e t  l e  c o n t r z l e  du pouvoir  p o l i t i q u e  a c  s e r v i c e  des  a s p i r a -  
t i o n s  ?i l a  l i b e r t e ,  2 l a  j u s t i c e ,  2 l a  g e s t i o n  i n t s g r e ,  2 l ' u n i t t ; ,  2 l a  
f o r c e  de c o n t r i b u e r  au r 6 6 q u i l i b r a g e  du monde, i l a  p a i x ?  N 'es t -ce  pas  
12 " l e  d e f i  que l e s  peup les  a r a b e s  one 2 r e l e v e r  e t  q u i  e s t  encore  t o u t  
e n t i e r  d r e s s 6  devant  eux" ( P r e f a c e  de Samir Amin). 

L A  VERITE DU MINISTRE, 
D I X  ANS DANS L E S  GEOLES DE SEKOU TOURE 

p a r  Alpha-Abdoulaye D i a l l o  
( P a r i s :  Calmann-Levy, 1985) 262pp 

Un cauchemar. MZme un m i l i t a n t  en e x i l  a p r g s  t r o i s  ans  de "confinement  
s o l i t a i r e "  dans  une g e 3 l e  d ' u n  c o n f r e r e  d e  Sekou Toure ,  meme un m i l i t a n t  
que lque  peu ph i losophe  n ' e n  e s t  pas  s o r t i  s a n s  t raumatisme.  

La v e r i t 6  du m i n i s t r e ,  ce  n ' e s t  pas  l a  v e r i t s  de l ' a n c i e n  m i n i s t r e  q u i  
e s t  l ' a u t e u r  d e  ce  l i v r e ,  c ' e s t  l a  v e r i t s  du m i n i s t r e  d e  l a  t o r t u r e ;  du 
m i n i s t r e  d 'un  p r e s i d e n t  a f r i c a i n  comme i1 y  e n  a  e u ,  comme il y  e n  a .  
Une g e n e r a t i o n  d'hommes d i a b o l i q u e s  comme s e u l e  l a  p l u s  sage  e t  l a  p l u s  
innocence  d e s  meres peu t  e n f a n t e r  comme pour payer  l a  rancon d e  s a  t ena-  
c e  e t  incomparable s a g e s s e .  

Un cauchemar. Dans un pays d e  c u l t u r e  d ' a r t ,  d e  musique, de danse ,  de 
s a v o i r ,  l a  Guinee a f r i c a i n e  q u i  n ' e s t  j amais  absence  de l ' a t t a c h a n t e  
s e n s i b i l i t e  dtAbdoulaye,  d e  s a  d ramat ique  v o l o n t e  d'humour, d e  s a  r e l i -  
g i o n  v i g i l a n t e .  A i n s i  a - t - i l  s u p p o r t s  l a  t o r t u r e ,  l a  Â£a im l a  s o i f ,  l e s  
h u m i l i a t i o n s .  A i n s i  il a  suppor t6  de r a c o n t e r  l e s  s o u f f r a n c e s  de s e s  
compagnons: D i a l l o  T e l l i  e t  b i e n  d ' a u t r e s  A f r i c a i n s  de Guinee,  d e  s i  
g rande  v a l e u r .  

Quand j e  l i s a i s  l e  l i v r e  d tAbdoulaye ,  j e  ne f a i s a i s  pas  que l i r e  I e  l i v -  
r e ;  d ' a u t r e s  pays a f r i c a i n s  s u r g i s s a i e n t  e n t r e  l e s  pa ragraphes ;  d ' a u t r e s  



r e g i m e s ,  d ' a u t r e s  " c h e f s  i n s p i r e s " ,  m e s q u i n s ,  complexes  e t  d i a b o l i q u e s ;  
d ' a u t r e s  p h a s e s  d e  l a  v i e  d e s  A f r i c a i n s  a p r s s  l e s  i n d g p e n d a n c e s ,  d ' a u -  
t r e s  m o r t s  a f r i c a i n s  s u r  t e r r e  a f r i c a i n e  ou 2. I ' e ~ r a n g e r  s o u s  l e s  b a l l e s  
d e  c h e f s  d ' E t a t  p r o v i d e n t i e l s  d e v e n u s  u n e  p r o v i d e n c e  d e  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  
p c u r  que  1 ' A f r i q u e  d e v i e n n e  I e  c o n t i n e n t  d e  l a  f a i m ,  d e  l a  m e n d i c i t e ,  du  
mensonge,  d e s  b i l a n s  m a n i p u l e s ,  d e s  9 9 . 5 9 %  p o u r  d e s  p r e s i d e n t s  v i e  ... 
A u j o u r d ' h u i ,  dema in ,  q u e l l e  v o i e  p o u r  l ' A f r i q u e ?  Q u e l l e  v o i e  p o u r  l e s  
p e u p l e s  a f r i c a i n s ?  Q u e l l e  v o l e  p o u r  s e  l i b e r e r  d e f i n i t i v e m e n t  de  p o u v o i r  
q u i  o r g a n i s e n t  l e s  cauchemars?  E l l e  e s t  1 5 ,  l a  v o i e ;  v i v a n t e ,  l u c i d e ,  
d a n s  l e s  a s p i r a t i o n s  d e s  p e u p l e s  e t  d e s  j e u n e s s e s  5 l a  v i e ,  5  l a  j u s t i -  
c e ,  5  l a  l i b e r t g ,  au  t r a v a i l ,  p o u r  l a  c u l t u r e ,  I e  deve loppemen t  j u s t e ,  
p o u r  l a  p a i x .  

Ahmed Ben S a l a h  

( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  page 2 )  

The r i s k  i s  SO obvious that  the  US nualear industry i s  reported t o  be 
'on i t s  death bed ' ,  having received no contract for the l a s t  e ight  

years. I t s  Swiss counterpart i s  not much b e t t e r  o f f .  In  Europe there 
were only nine new orders i n  1985, and none i n  e i t h e r  the UK or Western 
Germany since 1981. I n  1993, Spain adopted a moratorium on new plants 
and 'paralyzed'  f ive  ex i s t ing  ones. As a r e s u l t  o f  Chernobyl, The 
Netherlands have now hatted the  expansion of  nuclear power; the Ci ty  
Council of T r i m ,  i n  Northern I t a l y ,  has ordered the suspension of work 
on a new nuclear s i t e ;  the Yugoslavs have abandoned plans for a second 
reactor a t  Prevlaka near Zagreb; Finland has postponed the decis ion on 
whether t o  bui ld  a f i f t h  reactor; Sweden, which had already decided t o  
phase out all- nuclear reactors by 2010, may shut down some of  them be- 
fore tha t  deadline. 

Second, nuclear clouds ignore national borders. The Chernobyl cloud has 
a f f ec ted  the whole of Europe, and the EEC banned ( t uo  weeks a f t e r  the 



acc iden t )  a l t  w o r t s  of .fresh food mi n U k  prod"'~cts fvovi locat ions  
wvthin a l ,  u30 km radius o f  C'hemcb^t, Full h.max hea l th  ir-rplications 
are s t i l l  unknom, but a^womis damage has been est imated a t  ' . ' C m  mi t -  
Pion in Psland, $ 1 2  mi l t i s r .  k ' . ta ly ,  S f c C  Tril l ion i n  Ves t  , J e t ~ x y .  

Third ,  the  nature of  the , ! d e a r  energy leads governments t o  v i o l a t e ,  
more than i n  o ther  cases ,  the  people13 r i g h t  t o  be informed. ^he Kremlin 
has been r i g h t l y  cor.du:'nz:i for  f a i l i ng  t o  infor'm immediately i t s  people 
ar.d o ther  Szipopean :>.ir.tries. h France, '^here the  nuclear h b o y  i s  
s t rong and the  ecolcy-ica^ 7::vement weak, t he  goverf3ment uaired for two 
weeks before making public t h a t  rad ia t i on  ws sometimes 4CU t imes h igher  
than normal. The Frenck press itse",'^, b e f o ~ e  accusing t he  government of  
l y ing ,  ua3 s i l e n t  for or:e %-A. Eu: Washington does r.ot have a b e t t e r  
record.  In  ;55'i, when it eqvoded  i t s  f i r s t  du Livawh'ie hydrogen bomb on 
the a t o l l  o f  Bikini ,  in the pac i f i c ,  prc:lxcir.g an unexpectedly high Level 
o f  rad ia t i on ,  uhich st'itl af̂ & many people, i t  took t e n  days t o  ack- 
n d e d g e  the  f ac t .  A d  :.l:k L:(:,;Â orit) a f t e r  a US marine wrote' t o  a news- 
paper. I n  con t ras t ,  one m i ' ~  ".*ion t ha t  i n  I t a l y ,  three  ueeks a f t e r  
Chemobyl,  t he  neuzpapfers sti1-l repor t  &Lp on the  l e v e l  o f  contamina- 
t i o n  o f  f o 'Ms tu f f s .  

Fourth, as  usual ,  people are ahead o f  governments. Demonstrations have 
taken  place agains t  nuclear p m e r  a l l  over Europe, i n  Athens, i n  
Britanny,  in Lucerne, in P:a.ick, in .?.;--' a t  t he  French-German border, 
Â¥i Yugoslavia,  and even -in !-'cland. In & E -  m Germany, 80% c f  the people 
are  agains t  neu p lants  I:r:d 5 4 %  '^cr.?. &s t ing  p lants  t o  be ~ h a s e d  o u t ) ,  - .  as  c re  two t h i r d s  of t he  ;zr.ri::, Â¥:hre q^.^.rters o f  the  Ar'.eriear.s, four 
f i f t h s  o f  the  I t a l i a n s .  I n  - I - , -  [ ' K ,  according t o  t he  i ndus t r y  i t s e l f ,  
on$ 40% o f  the  B r i t i s h  e;.Ji; scn t  nuclear energy, and 707 of the  Eutsh 
are  q p o s e d  t o  i t .  In M ? c ,  t'i".e -la.jor@ity o f  Aus tr ians  voted agains t  the  
s t a r t i n g  of an already b:,l.'tt C563 m i l l i o n  reactor  a t  Zwentendorf. The 
Danish Parliament requested., s i r l y  i n  May, t h a t  the  Swedish p lant  a t  
Barsebcck (40h front Copenncge~:, be ctosed doun. 

tk?  Third bortd,  a usual dwrping ground for dangerous products, 
from d m p  t o  pe s t i c ide s ,  bmned ir. the  North, i s  now more threatened 
than eve ; .  ?he c r i s i s  i n  t he  nuclear indus try  i n  the  North w i l l  make it 
look f o r  zeu markets i n  t he  South. Since governments are no b e t t e r  i n  
t he  South than i n  the  North, ^ii^cZkiir Bhopals will neces sar i l y  follow. 

F i n a l  w a t e v e r  i t s  huge coz t :  i n  human t e r n s  (100,000 persons i n  the  
USSR mll t.u>e t o  be subjectad t o  medical, checks for  t he  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  
l i v e s ) ,  Chemobyl i s  not  Hirosnima, but  they  cannot be d isassocia ted .  
Chernsbyl i s  a l s o  a dramatic r m z n d e r  o f  the  nuclear apocalypse ' s  perma- 
nent  t h rea t .  

The lessons  from C k e m b y l  are c l ear .  The Faustian bargazn o f  nuclear 
exergy has beer. l o s t .  It i s  h i 3  time t o  s t op  bui ld ing  nuclear p lants ,  
t o  decommission e x i s t i n g  ones and t o  speed up research t o  avoid the  
r i s k s  for  future generations - and t o  ban nuclear weapons. This  i s  the  
price t o  pay t o  elabZe l i f e  t o  continue on t h i s  p lanet .  I t  i s  an urgent 
t a sk  f o r  people's  movements to force governments t o  a c t  i n  t h i s  d irec-  
t i o n ,  and t o  hold them accountable i f  they do no t .  
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THE WOMEN'S FORUM '85 IN NAIROBI 

AN ASSESSMENT 

by N i t a  Barrow 
Forum Convenor 
3 7  Donhead C l o s e  
P a r a d i s e  H e i g h t s ,  Barbados 

REFLECTIONS ON FORUM '85 BY ThE CONVENOR 

Q u i t e  l i k e l y  my view o f  Forum ' 8 5  was more c i r c u m s c r i b e d  
t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r  women s i n c e  I d i d  n o t  h a v s  
t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a l l  t h e  o f f e r i n g s  on t h e  
G r e a t  C o u r t ,  F i lmforum,  Maendeleo '  S l i v e  E x h i b i t s ,  Tech and 
T o o l s ,  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s . .  . e v e n  t o  t a s t e  
t o o  d e e p l y  of  t h e  a l l - p e r v a s i v e  c u l t u r a l  program. However, 
s i n c e  N a i r o b i  I have  been  a b l e  t o  r e v i e w ,  r e a d ,  l i s t e n  t o  
t h e  o p i n i o n s  and e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  s c o r e s  of  o t h e r  women and 
r e f l e c t  upon t h e  i m p r e s s i o n s  which have been g i v e n  t o  u s .  

My s p e c i a l  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  was b o t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and p h y s i -  
c a l .  A s  Convenor,  I was t r y i n g  t o  s t r a d d l e  t h e  n e e d s  and 
d e s i r e s  o f  more t h a n  t h e  o v e r  1 3 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
and t h e  w i s h e s  and c i r c u m s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  host- government ,  
I n  a d d i t i o n  my o f f i c e  i n  N a i r o b i  had a window w i t h  a  wide 
view on t h e  G r e a t  C o u r t . .  . a  panorama "if '~nsndi?.g i n t e r e s t .  
I c o ~ l c ?  sometimes even s ee  a "bush  f lz - r ' "  :ih:'it t ,> s t a r t .  
P a r t  o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  - ~ ' : i e n  Lo :.r> 5.; ::̂.s? it ?r:5 
when t o  l e a v e  it t o  consume List2j.f w~'.hc.'.:t :gni.:::.?.q a n y c c d y  
o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  a round .  I t  was p i r t  o f  t h e  e x c i t d n s n t ,  t h e  
p a l p a b l e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  be  secsed e v e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p l a t e  
glass window. 



With this panoramic view still fresh in my mind's eye, and 
with t h e  comments, criticisms and questions of others still 
fresh in my memory, it seems a good moment to record a few 
reflections. Within the first two days tha people who car.e 
in to see me brought me the very strong feeling of excite- 
ment. Subsequently, my occasional forays into the Peace Tent 
showed me that all the kinds of people we had hoped would 
use it were there using it; the one or i-wo salliss into 
classrooms to try to crawl over people to see and hear what 
was happening confirmed for me that the excitement was in- 
creasing day by day. 

I believe there was involvement of all people there, Ln in- 
tense unstructured meetings as well as in well-prepared 
workshops which not only contributed to people's ongoing 
interest, but also satisfied the really serious-minded. 

Every photograph we have from Nairobi shows women of all 
kinds talking to each other in whatever groups they were; 
exchanging ideas and information; learning from each other; 
learning not fully appreciated until in sober moments after- 
wards, they have reflected on what they saw, heard and did. 

The excellent preparations made by many groups gave a soli- 
darity to some of the experiences which otherwise could riot 
have been achieved. The participation and large involvement 
of Kenyan rural women and "grassroots" representation from 
other countries gave an unexpected dimension to the encoun- 
ter. Their presence was like a touchstone for the interna- 
tional women's movement. 

What individual women learned, of course, varies. It is 
fairly simple to point out some of the most common lessons 
from Nairobi. First and foremost, women learned more about 
the concerns of women around the world and in so doing many 
women lost some of the naivete and the complacency that al- 
lowed them to accept the status quo in their own countries. 
Sharing the experiences of other women stimulated them to 
think about things that needed doing in their own conununi- 
ties. To use an example very close to home (my own home) . . . 
it was interesting to me to find that Caribbean women were 
ready to argue there with others who knew nothing about it, 
why the Caribbean wants to be a zone of peace. And since I 
have been back in Barbados, women have said to me that al- 
though they had read about the zone of peace in the newspa- 
pers, it was only when they got to Nairobi and realised how 
pervasive war was, and what it did to the lives of other 
women around the world that they understood much more the 
people here who have been talking about: crises in the Carib- 
bean. 

In brief, we learned that there were universalities.. . that 
women of all kinds found the ability to speak authoritative- 
ly about the issues really affecting them. No one else could 
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Much h a s  bden s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h ~ t  t h i s  c o n s c i o u s r r : s s  
r a i s i n g  had t a k e n  p l a c e  d u r i n q  t h e  l a s t  is2 y e a r s ,  t h a t  W- 

men had network-id and t h a t  ?.07.4 we had coma t o  the s taq- i  
whsrc  we a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  -^xprlÂ¥'is oursei-v--+s. 'Tht:r.i w a s  no 
l a u b t  t h a t  wciren wera " - i x y r e a s i n q  thcn;s iive;.", b i t  .-',u-:h 3: 
i t  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e y  h i d  : to t  - sch ieveJ  
a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  s u c c e s s  e x p e c t e d  by t h e  and 21: t ; i?  Dec ide .  
I n  f a c t ,  one s u r p r i s i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  end  o f  -:he Decade was 
t h e  g r e a t  number o f  women who had n e v e r  h e a r d  .if t h e  Decade. 
I t ' s  s t i l l  amazing t o  me how %any women s a y  t h e y  d i d n ' t  even  
know what  t h e  m e e t i n g  was a l l  z b o u t .  They wer? s t i l l  t h i n k -  
i n g  o f  i t  o n l y  a s  a  'joverFJnent c o n f a r e n c , ~ .  -57,  o b v i o u s l y ,  i n  
s p i t e  of  :he ' . ' ~ s t  iiunb.ars o f  -m who W,?:? i n  ' f ' j i r o b i ,  3- id 
o t h e r s  whose l i v e s  t h ~ s e  X!?.-msands w i l l  ~ ' J ' J C ' ~ ,  th ' i r?  ars-i 
many wolren i n  t h e  wor ld  t o  wham t h e  Â£i:~dir..:j of  t h e  Decade 
f o r  Women w i l l .  a p p l y ,  who w i l l  have  nev,ir h o a r d  a b s u t  i t ,  
and who w i l l  n o t  be  a b l e  t o  ' ~ s e  i t s  f i n d i n g s ;  t h i s  d e s p i t . e  
u n p r e c e d e n t a d  media coverage  of  t h e  Decade f o r  Women e v e n t .  
Moreover ,  volumes w i l l  be w r i t t e n  a b o u t  Forum ' 8 5 .  O r g a n i s -  
e r s  o f  workshops and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  have  a l r e a d y  begun t o  
c i r c u l a t e  t h e i r  awn r e p o r t s  and more g ~ i n e r a l  s t - u d ~ e s ;  r e -  
p o r t s  and a n a l y s e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  appc . i r .  How c a n  we h e l p  
t o  make i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  xomon t o  t a k e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  ap-  
p l y  i t  t o  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  and u s e  i t  t o  t h e i r  a d v a n t a g e ?  

W i t h i n  t h o s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  which have been  t h e  i n i t i a t o r s  
and s p o n s o r s  o f  t h e  advancement  o f  women i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o -  
n a l  a r e n a ,  how c a n  we e n c o u r a g e  t h e  involvement  o f  a  g r o u p  
o f  new, p e r h a p s  younger  woman t o  c a r r y  fo rward  some o f  t h e  
c o n c e r n s  and s t r a t e g i e s  d e v e l o p e d  a t  Forum ' g ? ?  How c a n  wa 
e n s u r e  t h e  involvement  o f  women from t h e  S o u t h  t o  b r i n g  
t h e i r  v o i c e s  t o  t h e  NGO conunun.i.ty? T h i r d  World women n u s t  
a c c e p t  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  now, s o  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  round w o n ' t  
f i n d  them a b s e n t  once  more from t h e  pl.anni.ng s t a g e s .  How c a n  
we make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  NGO community w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  
e x i s t i i i q  s t r a t s q ~ z s  have  workad o n l y  u p  t o  a  p o i n t ,  and t h a t  
t h e  t i m e  h a s  come f o r  newer,  bo l ' Je r  s r . d e a v c ~ i r s ?  

I t  i s  e a s y  t o  f e e l  d i s t a n t  a f t e r  a t i m e  from some o f  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  were  e x c i t i n g  a t  t h e  end o f  J u l y . .  . t h i n g s  w e  
w i l l  t e n d  t o  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  a s  we d i v i d e  t h e  w o r l d  i n t o  t h e  
r a c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e t h n i c  o r  n a t i o n a l  g r o u p i n g s  we a r e  a c -  



customed t o .  I n  N a i r o b i  we saw g r o u p s  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  new 
i n i t i a t i v e s .  What w i l l  be  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t ?  O b v i o u s l y ,  i f  
Forum ' 3 5  i s  t o  have lor ,g- term v a l u e  a f t e r  t h e  t u n u l t  ind  
t h e  e x c i t e ~ ~ e ~ t  have  worn o f f ,  s t r o n g ,  c o n c e r t e d  c o l l e c t i v e  
a c t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  be n e c e s s a r y .  

What h a s  been t h e  impac t  o f  t h e  Decade f o r  Women on t h e  
Uni ted  N a t i o n s  i t s e l r ?  A s  t h e  wor ld  body c e l e b r a t e s  i t s  40 th  
a n n i v e r s a r y ,  we a s k  o u r s e l v e s  i f  t h e  NGOs who a r e  h e l p i n g  
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  t o  c e l e b r a t e ,  have begun t o  t h i n k  s e r i o u s l y  
a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  Na- 
t i o n s .  O r  a r e  t h e y  happy w i t h  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o ,  complacen t  
a b o u t  t h e i r  r o l e ,  e x c i t e d  y e s ,  t h o s e  who were i n  N a i r o b i ,  
but. on t h e  whoLa a r a  t h e y  c o n s i d e r i n g  how t h e y  c a n  make 
t h e i r  v o i c e s  h o a r d  i n  t h a t  c o n c o u r s e  o f  n a t i o n s  s o  t h a t  
women and women's a f f a i r s  c a n  be t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y ?  

And a t  t h e  " i a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  i n  o u r  own r e g i o n s ,  how c a n  t h e  
one o r  two women a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  "women's d e s k s "  have  sap-  
p o r t  a s  t h e y  go a b o u t  s e n s i t i z i n g  t h e  l a r g e l y  male Min is -  
t r i e s  o f  Labour ,  Employment, E d u c a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  t o  n e e d s  of  
women? k h a t  e f f e c t  c s n  N a i r o b i ,  t h e  Forum and t h e  World Con- 
f e r e n c e  have  on needed changes  i n  law,  economics and even 
t r a d i t i o n ?  Can rfe e x p e c t  t h a t  N a i r o b i  h a s  s t r e n g t h u n ~ - ' d  i n d i -  
v i d u a l  a i d  qroiip a c t i o n  and t n s r s f o r ?  i t s  c 3 m u l i t i v e  e f f e c t ?  

The a n s w e r s  l i e  w i t ^  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  women o u t  t h e r e ,  t h e  
women w .̂a t i u l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h 3  e-13 o f  t h e  Decade i s  t h e  
r e a l  b e g i n n i n g .  

NOTE TO OUR READERS IN SWITZERLAND 

The p r a c t i c e  of i n c l u d m g  a  ' b u l l e t i n  d e  v e r s e m e n t '  i n  each  i s s u e  i s  
y i e l d i n g  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  and we t z a n k  t h o s e  wno have  a l r e a d y  u s e d  i t .  
For  p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  however ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  b e  s e l e c t i v e  i n  en- 
c l o s i n g  t h e  ' g r e e n  b u l l e t i n '  and we a p o l o g i z e  t o  t h o s e  who have  a l r e a d y  
c o n t r i b u t e d  â ‚¬  i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  i n c l u s i o n .  

NOTE A NOS LECTEURS EN SUISSE 

Le f a i t  d ' i n c l u r e  u n  b u l l e t i n  dc verseinent  d a n s  chaque l i v r a i g o n  du 
s s s i e r  a dsnr.6 d e s  r 6 s ' u l ~ a t s  p o s i t i f s  *:C n a u s  r a m e r c i o n s  CÂ£'J  d ' a n t r e  
v o u s  q u i  l ' o n t  u t i l i s e .  Cependan t ,  p o u r  d e s  r a i s o n s  p r a t i q u e s ,  il nous  
e s t  i m p o s s i b l e  d e  p r o c e d e r  2 c e t t e  a d j o n c t i o n  d ' u n e  man ig re  s e l e c t i v e ;  
a u s s i ,  n o u s  n o u s  e x c u s o n s  a u p r s s  d e  ceux  q u i ,  a y a n t  d 6 j i  c o n t r i b u e ,  
t r o u v e n t  r 6 g u l i S r e m e n t  un ' b u l l e t i n  v e r t '  d a n s  l e u r  D o s s i e r .  
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P L A I D O Y E R  POUR UN SECTEUR P U B L I C  MONDIAL  

Resume: Prenan t  p o s i t i o n  c o n t r e  l a  vogue a c t u e l l e  du ' r e t o u r  du r a r c h e ' ,  
l ' a u t e u r  p resence  une s e r i e  d ' a rguments  6conomiques en faveur  d ' u n  r 3 l e  
a c c r u  d e s  gouverncients, 2 p a r t i r  d e  p rocessus  dKmocrat lques,  dans l e s  
a f f a i r e s  n a t i o n a l e s  - an Nerd c o m e  au Sud - e t  i n t e r n a t i c n a l e s .  11 ex- 
amine d ' a b o r d  1 ' ~ v c l u t i o n  du systSme economique i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e p u i s  
B r e t t o n  Woods e t  a c r e s  son effondrement  j u s q u ' 2  li c r i s e  e t  2 l ' i n s t a u -  
r a t i o n  d e  f a i t ,  p a r  une p u i s s a n t e  m i n o r i t 6  p o l i t i q u e  e t  6conoaique,  d ' u n  
nouvel  o r d r e  ecouomique i n t e r n a t i o n a l  q u i  r.e r essemble  en r i e n  2 c e l u i  
demand6 dans  l e s  annees  70 p a r  l e  T i e r s  Monde. Nous s o m e s  cependant  
a u j o u r d ' h u i  2 un t r i p l e  t o u r n a n t ,  economique, p o l i t i q u e  e t  id6o log ique .  
rnais l a  r e p r i s e  ne s e  f a i t  p a s  dans  1 ' i n t i i r S t  g e n e r a l ,  I e  d i a l o g u e  in -  
t e r n a t i o n a l  s e  l i m i t ?  aux f o r a  contrSl-6s p a r  I e  Nord, e t  1 1 i d 6 0 1 0 g i e  
dominance du r e t o u r  aux m6canismes du march6 i g n o r e  l a  m a j o r i t 6  d e s  
e t r e s  humains. La conb ina i son  ije t r o i s  t r a n s i t i o n s  (dgmographique, & C O -  

l o g i q u e  e t  E n e r g k t i q u e ) ;  l a  p e r s p e c t i v e  d 'une  c r o i s s a n c e  r 5 d u i t e  e t  or-  
ganiqueraent d i f f e r e n c e  e t  un dual lsme c r o i s s a n t  2 1 ' l n t k r i e u r  de chaque 
soc iGr6  c o m e  dans  Y e s p a c e  mondial  c o n s t i t u e n t  t r o i s  d > f i s  2 l a  s u r v i e  
du p l u s  grand ncmbre. La reponse  e n v l s a g e e  r e p o s e  s u r  q u a t r e  cornpromis, 
e n t r e  l e  s e c t e u r  p u b l i c  ~t l e  s e c t e u r  p r i v 6 ;  e n t r e  1 e  t r a v a i l  e t  l e  ca- 
p i t a l ;  e n t r e  l ' e g a l i t e  e t  l a  c i o i s s a n c e ;  e t  e n t r e  l ' e f f i c a c i t z  g e s t i o n -  
n a i r e  e t  l a  demogra t i e  p o l i t i q u e .  S i  I e  c h o i x ,  comae I e  v e u t  l ' a u t e u r ,  
d o i t  s e  f a i r e  au b e n e f i c e  d e  l ' e n s e m b l e  d e s  h a b i t a n t s  du g l o b e ,  I e  mar- 
ch@ n e  s u f f i t  pas ;  l e s  p o l i t i q u e s  a c t u e l l e s  d o i v e n t  Z t r e  abandonnew;  I e  
s e c t e u r  p u b l i c  d o i t  j o u e r  un r o l e  p l u s  impor tan t  dans  l ' economie  mon- 
d i a l e .  

ALEGATO EN FAVOR DE UN SECTOR P ~ B L I c o  M U N D I A L  

Resumen: Tomando p a s i c i 6 n  c o n t r a  l a  boga a c t u a l  de " v u e l t a  a 1  mercado, 
e l  a u t o r  p r e s e n t a  una s e r i e  de a r g u n e n t o s  econ5micos en f a v o r  de un au- 
mento e n  l a  f u n c i 6 n  d e  10s g o b i e r n o s ,  a  p a r t i r  d e  p rocesos  democrZticos,  
en 10s a s u n t o s  n a c i o n a l e s  - en e l  Nor te  como en e l  Sur  - e  i n t e r n a c i o -  
n a l e s .  En p r i m e r  l u g a r  examina l a  e v o l u c i 5 n  d e l  s l s t e m a  economico i n t e r -  
national desde  B r e t t o n  Woods y despues de s u  hundimiento h a s t a  l a  c r i s i s  
y  l a  i n s t a u r a c i o n  de hecho,  por una poderosa minor ia  p o l i t i c a  y econ6- 
riiica, d e  un nuevo orden eccni5rnico i n t e r n a c i o n a l  que no se  parece  en nada 
til pedidci en  l c s  anos  70 p n r  e l  T e r c e r  Mundo. S i n  embargo, hoy d i a  e s t a -  
mos f r e n t e  a  un t r i p l e  v i r a g e  d e c i s i v e ,  econ6mic0, p o l i t i c o  e  i d e o l o g i -  
C O ,  p e r o  l a  r e c u p e r a c l o n  no s e  hace p a r a  e l  i n t e r e s  g e n e r a l ,  e l  d i s l o g o  
i n t e r n a c i o n a l  s e  l i m i t a  a  10s f o r o s  c o n t r o l a d o s  por  I e  N o r t e ,  y l a  ideo-  
l o g f a  dominante de l a  v u e l t a  a  1 0 s  mecanisraos d e l  mercadc i g n o r a  a  l a  



Jar. Frcnk 

THE CASE FCL, A WORLD P U B L I C  SECTOR* 

Chanqe in the Erettc'n Woods system 

In the 1940s, those countries which participated in the 
building cf a new international order at the Sretton Woods 
conference, d ~ d  so or the basis of a consensus that the mar- 
ket mechanism should be restored in all countries and in the 
internaticnaL economy. Trade snoula be open and free, and 
the yams- h n u l l l ~  apply tc international capital and monetary 
flows. 

The Bretton Woods system, established in the 40s, has been 
labelled by some an a system of international democratic 
capitalism. In the following years, new insights as well as 
new economic developments led to a number of changes. Thus, 
in the 5 C 5 ,  political decolonization had an economic fol- 
low-up in the form of technical assistance and financial aid 
to Third World countries. You may interpret this as the in- 
troduction of an element of the social welfare state - re- 
distribution of income - in the international economy. In 
the 60s ,  Third World countries demanded not only aid but 
also stabilization of prices at a fair level, access to mar- 
kets, and a greater share in world production and employ- 
ment. This claim got some response and you may say that an 
element of international economic democracy was added to the 
original system. Compared with the original Bretton Woods 
system, this meant progress, provided that it would equally 
benefit all countries. 

However, in the 70s, the Bretton Woods system broke down, 
due to the lack of economic and monetary discipline in both 
the USA and Western Europe. The breaking-point was the uni- 
lateral US decision to suspend the free and mutual exchange 
between gold and the dollar, the pillar of the monetary sys- 
tem. In addition to the monetary crisis, a huge increase in 

* The following i s  a someuhat abridged version of an address t o  the 23rd 
World Congress of Public Services International,  Caracas, Venezuela, 
25.11.85. The author, a former Minister of  Development Cooperation, 
served for f ive  years as USCTAD Deputy Secretary General. He i s  a member 
of the I F D A  Council. 



oil prices took place which shocked the world ecor.orry. This 
led to many international negotiations or. the basis of an 
awareness that the old system did not work any more and that 
we had to find a new 0r.e. 

Third World countries fslt as though they hdci acquired in- 
creased economic power. A kind of internati.or.al labour union 
stratecy was introduced intc c h e  international economic dia- 
logue. The demands of the Third World went far. Rewarding 
their call for a New 11'ternational Economic Order would have 
changed the original system drastically. The call as well as 
the strategy can be interpreted as an effort to replace the 
international democratic capitalist system - as amended - by 
an international social democracy. However, it did not work 
out because the strength of the South turned out to be much 
less than envisaged. Instead the world slid into an interna- 
tional economic crisis which had more or less the same cha- 
racteristics as that of the 3 0 s :  massive unemployment, zero 
producticr.. growth, even negative growth in international 
trade, inadequate investments, increasing povrty and in- 
equality. 

Parallel to this, there was political stalemate in negotia- 
tions. Everybody kept explaining their original position, 
but there was no bargaining, no negotiation, no move in po- 
sitions, no progress towards either a consensus or a majori- 
ty decision. Outside the framework of multilateral discus- 
sions, however, the ma~ority - rich and powerful gcvernnents 
as well as transnational corporations and banks - did de- 
cide. Their decisions changed the picture drastically: the 
world economy became an integrated whole boosted by the 
third technological revolution. 

The turning point of the 1980s 

Now we seem to be at a turning point - economically, polit- 
ically and ideologically. 

Economically, the worst of the crisis seems to be over; economic reco- 
very is spreading. Growth figures are climbing, international trade ex- 
panding, a new spirit of entrepreneurship manifesting itself. Is it a 
turning point for all? I am afraid it is not. The economic recovery, 
which started in the US, spread to Japan, to most Western Europe coun- 
tries and to many in Asia, but it is not likely to become world-wide. So 
It has not led to an increase in prices of the major commodities export- 
ed by the South. For the first time since the 1930s, an economic reco- 
very is not parallelled by an increase, but by a decrease in commodity 
prices. Many commodity prices are presently at their lowest level since 
the 1930s. Moreover, Third World countries are increasingly meeting pro- 
tectionism. Tariffs have decreased somewhat but non-tariff barriers are 
rising and Third World countries are the greatest victims. 

I n  addition to this, debts are mounting for many countries - for all 
countries here in Latin America and also in all Sub-Saharan countries - 



and  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  a r e  s t i l l  v e r y  h i g h .  C o u n t r i e s  e a r n i n g  some f o r e i g n  
exchange  - l e s s  and l e s s  b e c a u s e  o f  f a l l i n g  comnodi ty  p r i c e s  and r i s i n g  
t r a d e  b a r r i e r s  - have  t o  u s e  an  i n c r e a s i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  income t o  s e r -  
v i c e  t h e i r  d e b t s .  

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  a l s o  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t .  For  f i v e  y e a r s  t h e  i n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l  economic d i a l o g u e  had been  s t a l e m a t e d .  Now we a r e  moving a g a i n ,  
b u t  o n l y  i n  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which s t i l l  c a n  be  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  
v e r y  c o u n t r i e s  which e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  1940s .  I n  t h e  I n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Monetary  Fund, t h e r e  i s  t a l k  a g a i n  o f  g rowth  f o r  t h e  S o u t h ,  b u t  
u n d e r  v e r y  h a r s h  c o n d i t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  d o m e s t i c ,  economic and so -  
c i a l  p o l i c i e s .  I n  GATT, t h e r e  i s  a  move towards  a  new round o f  t r a d e  
n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  b u t  on  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  T h i r d  World c o u n t r i e s  t h e m s e l v e s  
open  up t h e i r  m a r k e t s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t s  of i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s  
means a c c e s s  f o r  t h e  h e s t  t o  m a r k e t s  i n  t h e  Sou th  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  
way round.  A l though  T h i r d  World c o u n t r i e s  a r e  t h e  main v i c t i m  of pro-  
t e c t i o n i s m  i n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,  t h e y  have t o  open  up t h e i r  m a r k e t s  f o r  new pro-  
d u c t s  i n  new s e c t o r s  - s e r v i c e  s e c t o r s ,  h i g h  t e c h n o l o g y  - which  ind:is- 
t r i a l i s e a  c o u n t r i e s  c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  b e s t  c h a n c e  t o  e n t e r  a  new e r a .  Move- 
ment t h e r e  i s  - w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  do b u s i n e s s  - b u t  on t h e  t e r n s  o f  t h e  
r i c h e r  and more p o w e r f u l  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h o u t  a  r e a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  p o o r e r  
c o u n t r i e s .  

I d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  a l s o  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t .  We s e e  a new c o n v e n t i o n a l  
wisdom emerg ing ,  mount ing t o  s l o g a n s  s u c h  a s  "Re tu rn  t o  t h e  market  me- 
chanism",  " S t i m u l a t e  p r i v a t i s a t i o n " ,  " D e n a t i o n a l i s e  and d e r e g u l a t e " ,  
' C u t  p u b l i c  e x p e n d i t u r e " ,  "Marke t s  - l a b o u r  m a r k e t s ,  c a p i t a l  m a r k e t s  - 
s h o u l d  b e  more f l e x i b l e " ,  a n d ,  l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  " I n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a -  
b l i s h  a l l  t h i s ,  we need  t o  h a v e  more income i n e q u a l i t y " .  Tha t  seems t o  
b e  t h e  b a s i s  on wh ich  gove rnmen t s  and e l i t e s  a r e  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  moving 
fo rward  w i t h o u t  a i m i n g  a t  p r o g r e s s  f o r  a l l ,  r e l y i n g  on r e c o v e r y  w i t h o u t  
a  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  

The limitations of the market mechanism 

How is it possible that the market mechanism is a l l  of a 
sudden receiving in so many circles such applause? It is 
strange because until very recently we did have more or less 
a consensus that the market mechanism would only work for 
the well-being of all if a number of very specific condi- 
tions were met. 

I n  the  f o l l w i n g  sec t ion ,  the author examines seven such condi t ions  
uhich,  he shows, are current ly  not met, a  s i t u a t i o n  uhich  i s  " i l l o g i c a l ,  
not  e f f e c t i v e  and contrary t o  the  very aim of  those pleading for e m -  -. 
d e n t  a l l oca t ion  and, Last but  not  l e a s t ,  i s  i n ju s t " .  These seven con&- 
t i o n s  are:  equal access t o  information; avoidance of  monopo'iist'i.a or 
d i g s p c i i s t i c  s i t u a t i o n s ;  rough par i ty  i n  economic l e v e l s ;  f u l l  use J: 

a l l  production fac tors;  a  reasonabLe degree o f  income equa l i t y  or 
through income red i s t r i bu t ion ,  e i t h e r  na t iona l l y  or i n t ~ ~ . a t i o n d L y ;  ab- 
sence o f  e f f e c t s  on o thers  than the partners (eg .  ecological  dmage j ;  
and no undue i n f l uence  o f  non-economic fac tors  ( e y .  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of  
t he  economy!. 



THREE CHALLENGES 

S o  f a r  I nave d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p r e s e n t .  L e t  me ?.cr.+ t u r n  t o  t h e  
f u t u r e .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h i q h i i q h t  t h r e e  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  and 
c o n c r e t e  c h a l l e n g e s  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  t o  meet t o g e t h e r ;  q o v e r n -  
m e n t s ,  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  l a b o u r  u n i o n s  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t s  
a l i k e .  T h e  f i r s t  c h a l l e n g e  i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

A c l u t t e r  of t r a n s i t i o n s  

There a r e  now c l o s e  t o  f i v e  b i l l i o n  peop le  i n  t h e  wor ld .  P o p u l a t i o n  
growth is s t i l l  ve ry  h i g h .  Within abou t  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  world pcpu la -  
t i o n  w i l l  be more t h a n  t e n  b i l l i o n .  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a  s p e c i f i c  e f -  
f o r t  i s  needed.  People w i l l  have t o  be f e d ;  they  w i l l  have t o  g e t  j o b s .  
Nine o u t  of  each t e n  new jobs  t o  be  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s i x  b i l -  
l i o n  peop le  w i l l  have t o  be found n o t  i n  t h e  North b u t  i n  t h e  Sou th .  
These peop le  have t o  g e t  a  p r o p e r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ' s  economy. We can- 
n o t  e x p e c t  a p l a c e  f o r  them i f  w e  r e l y  on t h e  market  mechanism a l o n e .  We 
w i l l  have t o  i n v e s t  t o  speed up food p r o d u c t i o n ,  %i t i s fac t ton  of  o t h e r  
b a s i c  needs  and p r o d u c t i o n  o i  the  t o o l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  w ~ r k .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  demographic t r a n s i t i o n ,  w e  w i l l  have t o  meet an E- 
v i r o n m e n t a l  and an energy t r a n s i L i o n .  The t r a n s i t i o n  from p r o d ~ l ~ t i o n  
n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  environment  t o  new p r o d u c t i o n  p o l i c i e s  
and t e c h n o l o g i e s  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  environment  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  i n v e s t m e n t s  
and changes i n  p r i o r i t i e s ,  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  of p r o d u c t i o n  and consumption. 
The same i s  t r u e  f o r  t h e  t r a n s l t i a n  from t r a d i t i o n a l  energy ,  which i s  
d e p l e t a b l e ,  towards renewable energy -0drces .  

These t h r e e  t r a n s i t i o n s  t o g e t h e r  demand fundamental  changes i n  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e s  of  p r i o r i t i e s ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  and c o n s u m p t i m ,  i n  
t echnology ,  i n  i n v e s t n e a t .  I ' h i s  cannot  be  expec ted  from s t r o n g e r  r e l i -  
ance  on  t h e  mdrket mechanism. On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  can on ly  h e  
met by c o r r e c t i n g  and s t e e r i n g  market p r o c e s s e s .  Otherwise ,  t h e s e  t r a n -  
s i c i o n s  w i l l  no t  t a k e  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  whole of t h e  w o r l d ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n .  

A few y e a r s  ago ,  t h e  OECD f o r e c a s t  t h a t  i n  2000 more people t h a n  a t  p re -  
s e n t  would b e  l i v i n g  below Lhe decen t  l e v e l ,  would be  undernour i shed  and 
unemployed. T h i s  f o r e c a s t  was based on t h e  most o p t i m i s t i c  assumpt ions  
which have s i n c e  proven t o  b e  wrong. We g o t  a n  economic c r i s i s ,  fo l lowed  
by a recovery  i n  o n l y  p a r t  of the wor ld  and s t r u c t u r a l  changes i n  world 
p r o d u c t i o n  f a v o u r i n g  n o n - e s s e n t i a l s .  Tha t  crend has  t o  be  r e v e r s e d .  That  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  major  c h a l l e n g e  t o  b e  met by governments and t h e  p r i v a t e  
s e c t o r  a l i k e .  I t  w i l l  n o t  be  met by s imply r e l y i n g  on t h e  market  mecha- 
nism. 

T h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  l o w e r  g r o w t h  --- 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  i m p l i e d  by t h e  c l u t t e r  of  t r a n s i t i o n s ,  
t h e r e  is  a  second c h a l l e n g e  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  c r i s -  
is of  t h e  70s and t h e  recovery  of t h e  8 0 s  t h e r e  w i l l  be  no r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
growth r a t e s  of t h e  60s .  The OECD c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  no t  be  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  h i g h  growth r a t e s  of 6-7% a n n u a l l y .  The maximum a t t a i n a b l e  growth 



F u r ~ h e r ,  i n  t h a  6 0 s  and :h-; 703, T h i r d  n'orld , ; ;nntr i?s  coi.ild r e l y  on c ? ?  
North a s  t h e  ar.;ine f o r  a o r l i  a c c n x u i c   cowch ch. They c o ~ l d  e x p o r t  t 3  '-he 
~ i r r . 1 1 ' ~  axpir.i>i; x a r k d t d ,  and t h e s e  C T J I J  a f l r ~ r d  Â¥: g iv? -  ~ s s i . ' i t a g : e  t a  
che S31!t.:1, H.wev?r ,  i-n :h-2 y p a r s  z^.~'..-id, J ' L ~  t n  :he Low--:r g r ~ w i h  >er: pc:- 
c i v e ,  Yor th  u i i L  ru: b;  rhe  - ~ n g i n e  ? Â  v - i r H  .;:caomic $i.)w:h. 

I n  a : i d i c i o n ,  growth I n  t h e  Nor th  w i l l  be  d i f f e r e n t  i n  i t s  c o m p o s i t i o n .  
Changes i n  consumer t i i s c ? s  and demands mean t h a t  p e o p l e  i n  t h ?  Nor th  
w i l l  spend t h e i r  i n c o c e  isore an d o m e s t i c  s e r v i : ? s  and .)n t echno logy  
p r o d u c e s  t h a n  o n  p r o d u c t s  t o  be s o l d  by t h e  S o u t h ,  such  a s  p r imary  com- 
m o d i t i e s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  whic'i i n  t h a  5 3 s  went  
t o  As ia  and L a t i n  America i n  o r d e r  t o  b e n e f i :  f r o i  lower  l a b o u r  c o s t s ,  
a r e  now r a ' c ~ r n i n g  :o t h z  US and V e s t e r n  Europe b s c a u s z  t e c h n s 1 a g l ; a l  
deve1:)pmer.t Is 'naking c a p i t a l  r e l a t i v e l y  cheap.  

T h a t  means t h a f -  :he South  v l i l  b e  f a c e d  S-)'; :"iLy wi-:.l1 low g r . 7 ~ ~ 1 ' 1  i n  !he 
: ior th  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  :he L w e r  import  :oncant ,:)f t h i s  a n d  v i t h  r e i a p l d y -  
ment away from Lhe Soiith C 3  ;he North .  

The Tf.ird n 'cr ld w i l l  have  t o  answer  t h i s  Â¥ssc:>n m l o r  :hal.lenga by I n t e -  
g r a t i n g  i t 3  m a r k e t s ,  by r e l y i n g  much more 2-1 Satith-3oi;f:h economic coope- 
r a d o n ,  b y  s h i f t i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  towards  needs  of  i t s  own p e o p l i  r a t h e r  
:i.an f o r  e x p o r t s .  3ec.iusa f o r e i g n  axcharige .:rimed by e x p ~ r ~ i i i g  t3 t h e  
North  i s  d e c r e a s i n g ,  t h a  Sou th  w i l l  hava t o  l e c r e a s e  impor t s .  T h i s  to.> 
r e q u i r e s  i n p o r t a n t  changes  Ln p r o d u c t i ; n ,  i n v e s t m e n t ,  consuap t io r i  and 
t r a d i n g  p a t t e r n s ,  which w i l l  n o t  be  b r o u g h t  abou t  by t h e  market: i t s e l f .  

A d u a l i s t i c  w o r l d  e c o n o m y  -- 

T h e r e  i s  d t h i r d  c h a l l a n g e :  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d u a l i s t i c  ? h a ~ -  
a c t e r  o f  o u r  e c o n o m i e s .  T h e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  Ln i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  
t rade a n d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c e ,  s u c h  as  p r o t e c t i o n i s m  
3r.d the d e b t  c r i s i s ,  a r a  d a i l y  h e a d l i n e s  o f  n e - x s p a p e r s .  Re-  
c e n t l y  t h e y  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  p u t  o n  t h e  i n t e r q o v e r r u n e n t a l  
a g e n d a .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
c o p e  w i t h  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  d o e s  n o t  b e n e f i t  a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  
s t r a t a  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  c r i s i s  of t h e  e a r l y  8 0 s  a n d  t h e  
w a y  i n  w h i c h  we t r i e d  t o  m o u l d  r e c o v e r y  s e e m  t o  b e  c r e a t i n g  
a n e w  p r o b l e m .  

In d l l  c l u n t n e s  t h e r e  a r e  p n p u 1 a L . i ~ ~  s t r a t i  w h i c h  i i r c  s n  
t h e  n q h t  s14e of *-be 33p. I n  111 s s u r . t r - ~ e s  t h e r a  a r e  pap<-. 
l a t i o n  s t r a t a  o n  t h e  w r o n g  s i d e .  I n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  t h e r e  a r e  
p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  w o r k ,  a n d  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  access t o  e m p l o y -  
m e n t .  I n  my c o u n t r y ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  w e  h a v e  r e c o v e r y ;  we 
e x p o r t  a l o t ;  w e  k n o w  t h a t  we w i l l  h a v e  a b a l a n c e  of  p a y -  
m e n t s  s u r p l u s  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o n w a r d s .  W e  a r e  now growing 
a g a i n ,  a 1 - 2 %  r e c o v e r y  i s  t h e r e .  W e  c a n  r e l y  o n  i t .  



lr. uti.c-r c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  people  v.iti-;c'-it c -cccss  tc.' c ~ ~ i -  
t a x ,  w i t h c u r  a c c e s s  t c  teci- .nclogy.  There  1.1-1; c c c c l f -  i:: A f r i -  
c a  w i t h o u t  a c c e s s  t.c l a n d ,  because  lane i s ,  d e t e r i o r a t i r . q  o r ,  
i n  L a t i n  Amer ica ,  b e c a u s e  l a n d  is b e i n ?  e x ~ r c p r i a t e d .  In 
A s i a ,  t h e r e  a r e  pec,ple  w i t h c u t  accfcs;. t o  c r e d i t s  t o  b u i l d  
a f i r m  t o  work on t h e i r  l a n d s .  There a r e  iaa.iy people; w i t h o u t  
a c c e s s  t o  food  o r  t o  c l = a n  di i r ikir .9  w a t e r .  

I n  a i l  c o u n t r i e s  t h e  economic c r i s i s  i s  b c i n q  m e t  by  c a t s  i n  
p u b l i c  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  which means t h a t  many p e o p l e  a r e  hav ing  
l e s s  a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  and p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  such  a s  
he;-lth o r  e d u c a t i o n  c c  t o  an  a n n u a l  i n c o ~ e  ~ l l o w i : ~ : ;  the:-, t o  
exert dcxanri er1 the- r e - k e t .  There  a r c  p e o p l e  v.ith n o r e ,  dr.4 
gecp.1.e v i t h  IF:-:, acc-c-?;; t ~ ,  lar.2, c a p i t a i ,  ' o b s ,  in:zr.rr.t', put:- . . 
l i e  u t i l i t i e s ,  c re i ' . i~z .  a n d  te-chnoloqy.  in my c ~ ~ n t r "  :G%, ir; .r 
t.hÂ US a i . . u ~ t  3 0 % ,  i- i  mary .our . t r ies  i n  Lci t i r .  Ar,cricci a b o u t  
4 ' ~ - 4 5 ' Ã ˆ  i n  A f r i c a  & L  -, of t.hc p e o p l e  hcv-:. no ?.c :pi;: tc s c c h  
r e s o u r c e s .  I n  I n d i n ,  h i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  cconon.ic qrowtl'i and 
h i g h  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s ,  a b o u t  4 C %  a r c  really b e n e f i t -  
in i ; ,  2 0 %  a r e  no worse  o r  t e t t e r  o f f ,  w h i l s t  4 0 %  are. becoming 
worse  off. 

T h e r e  i s  a  g a p  n o t  c ~ l y  between c c - u n t r i e ? ;  t h e r e  i s  a  gap 
a l s o  within co l - in t r ies .  A gap between tho i -e  wit> arc; t l . o s e  
w i t h o u t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r r a r k e t ,  t o  i n c o ~ ~ t :  and r icr l i ts  fc r . t i t i inc j  
t h e m  tc s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  b a s i c  n e e d s ,  t o  t.c,ols enC ser- 
v i c e s  e.iablinq them t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

These  gar-is between and w i t h i n  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  l i n k e d  t o  e a c h  
e t h e r  c u e  t o  t h e  en'.erq -."ice o f  what  1 c a l l .  a ql:bal m a r k e t .  
I f  you i . t a r t  a  f i n ;  i r :  Wes te rn  F u r c r e ,  y w  CAT. c-xpczl" v e r y  
e e l s i l y  t o  a l l  cf Europe a n d  tc ?>':.'rtt. A,"er.'.::a, ~ - L F o  in":rc'as-- 
i n a l y  tc A s i a ,  L c ~ t i r ,  America and A f r i c a ,  anywhere.  Til-is a l s o  
a p p l  ie:. tr.e ott.6.-r way a.;,. uri8.i. There i s  3. ti:;i-.r.~ 'losi:'.i'L r<".'c- 
l u t i o n  i n  c o m i i n i c a t i c r i a .  Consui3.1er t 2 a t . e ~  d i t  L..; L. L ,xcrJ.? 
a r e  beccr:inq more o r  Less u n i f o r m .  T r a n s n a t i c : . a i  c o r p o r a -  
t io ; ; s  s t e e r  s u p ~ . l y  a;- w e l l  a s  demar.d unhampered oy n a t i e ' n a i  
bo rde r s .  Transns- t i . ,  .r.ai n.s.-iks f a c i l  i t a t ' s  f i n a n c e  a n a  i n v e s t -  
i r . e r , t  1iki:vise. T ?  -c: ,". : ; P Â cornpartir,ents.  T h e r e  i s  a  g l o b a l  
merk i - ? .  



There is no crisis in demand or in the sales possibilities. 
The limits of the global market facilitated by technological 
processes in communication and by the emergence of trans- 
national corporations have not yet been reached. This means 
that it is not yet considered to be economically necessary 
to expand the market by giving purchasing power to lower 
income strata, as was necessary after the industrial revolu- 
tion in the 19th century ( . . . )  

On the contrary, we presently see greater reliance on higher 
profits, technological progress, cost reduction (including 
labour costs) and on the need for greater flexibility of 
markets. That explains the ideological turning point men- 
tioned earlier, the emphasis on supplyside economics rather 
than on demand management., income policies and social wel- 
fare. We see growing institutionalized structural dualism in 
all countries as well as in the world economy as a whole: a 
rapidly widening global market offering growth perspectives 
to those with access, parallel to an increasingly depressed 
economy, still compartmentalized, with only one perspective 
for those caught in it: deterioration of  living standards. 

In the past, after the industrial revolution, in many coun- 
tries people suffered from sharp income inequality. However, 
they had a perspective: it was possible for them to engage 
in a political and social struggle for more income equality 
and there were economic conditions which would make the 
elite inclined to give in in its own interest. Many people 
could say: "We are not well off but we are better off than 
our parents and we know that our children will be better off 
than we are". 

There was dynamism in the economy which made people partici- 
pate in fighting spirit in an economic process. However, if 
people know "We are not well off, even worse off than our 
parents, and there is no chance that our children will be 
better off than we are", then they will opt out. They will 
not fight anymore, at least not within the system, perhaps 
only against the system. They opt out and the system will 
crumble. 

Opting out can take many forms: it can take the form of vio- 
lent resistance, but it can also take the form of just part- 
ing, leaving the formal (national or world) economy and try- 
ing to build something new for themselves. Countries may 
refuse to pay their debts. People may establish a shadow 
economy. Or worse, groups of people may lose any confidence 
whatsoever in the future, resort to apathy rather than par- 
ticipation, and societies may lose their cultural dynamism 
because their ethical foundations have been wrecxed. This 
again may lead to violence. 

Sooner or later people opting out will resort to violence. 
South Africa is a case in point. There the upper-class has 
been confident in the future: "Everything will be all right" 



"Alles sal reg kom" in the Airikaaner termi?.oloqy) but not 
for everybody, not for the people who h:r/e been marqinaliz- 
ed, i.e. the majority. That can lead to violent resistance 
or, in anticipation of this, to violent repression. In such 
a situation violence cannot be stosped and, due to the very 
emergency of the global market, will not stop at the: border. 
It will affect other countries in Africa and will have eco- 
nomic consequences anywhere in the world, thus also affect- 
ing the North. Apartheid is 3 racist form of structural dua- 
lism. But there is impoverishing structural dualisn anywhere 
and the resulting conflicts will not easi1.y be contained. 

So we are facing three major challenges. The bunching of 
transitions - demographic, ecological and that of energy - 
requires a stronger reliance on democratic priority setting 
and on public investments, in order to steer and correct 
market foices to guarantee food, work and even survival, not 
for some but for all. The North, dua to a structutai de- 
crease in economic qrowth, will no longer be able to func- 
tion as the engine for world economic growth; in the South 
governments will have to redirect economic policies and 
choose a. more inward-looking and self-reliant development 
model. The mounting institutionalised dualism in the world 
economy is the third and major threat requiring fundamental 
changes in r.ationa1 and international policies, in the South 
as well as in the North, to enable not just a minority but 
an increasing majority of the world population to partici- 
pate in the system in order to foreqo too big inequalities 
which enganger human survival and the sustainability of the 
economic, social and political system itself. 

These three malor challenges are not faced -it the moment. 011 
the w".trary, the conditionality which is being imposed by 
the IMF, the international banks and Western governments on 
Third World countries is having the effect of driving people 
o ~ t  of the market rather than offering access. It is affect- 
inq the very basis of economic qrowth and long-term equiii- 
biia in these countries and also has consequences for the 
North: the South will inport less and less from the North, 
which will have negative consequences for employment. The 
sarce applies to policies with regard to international debt 
t . . . )  

Both in the South and in tile North, as well as internation- 
ally, policies will have to be reversed. One cannot expect 
to meet the three malor challenges by relying on the market 
mechanism. Nor will continuation ot the preoenL trends in 
policy-making contribute to solutions. We will have to rely 
more on the public sector, on coordinated public policies 
with a long-term orientation, on planning, on corrections of 
the market mechanism. Of course, this does not mean that the 
market mechanism should be substituted by sheer planning and 



However, t h e  o t h e r  way - r e l y i n g  t o o  ."luch on t h ?  marke t  me- 
chan ism - will e x c l u d e  more and more p o p i e  from t h e  sys tem,  
damper.inq t h e  dynamism i n  a n  economy. tht-is red- ic inq  : : S  :a- 
p a c i t y  t o  a d j u s t ,  t o  change and -3ven t h r e a t e n i n g  i t s  long-  
e r - t e r m  c o n t i n u i t y  and i t s  v a r y  e x i s t e n c e .  The answer 111s t o  
be found  i n  new compromise;! t o  i m p l x i s n t  tne c o n d i t i c z s  un- 
d e r  which t h e  marke t  can  be considcrÂ¡ t o  f u n c t i o n  o ? t . i i ~ . a l -  
. y ,  t o  mee t  t h e  l o n g e r  t e r m  c h a l l 2 n q e s  t o  t h e  ~ ? c o : ~ o m y  a s  
w e l l  a s  t o  s o c i e c y  -13 a whole .  

Â ¥ ~  n-_w comproxis?s  a r "  c a l l e d  f o r :  h-?tv40.,2n t h e  p u b l i c  s e c -  
t o r  and t h e  p r i v i t e  s6?c%or ;  between l a b o u r  and c a p i t a l ;  b e t -  
ween e q u a l i t y  and growth ;  and a l s o  be't".g?en ma:?ai--'r-.a! - s f f i -  
c i e n c y  and p o l i t i c a l .  democracy.  Present *.end>r.cics p o i n t  tc 
e x t r e m e s  r a t h e r  th-in t o  compromises o r  o p t i m a .  The  5tro?.ger  
ane  ~ ' e l i - s s  e n  '-;ie p r i - v a t 2  s e c t o r  t h e  ~ g r e a t s r  w i i l  he t h e  
emphas i s  on :?rowth r a t h e r  than on e q u a l i t y ,  t h e  more w i l l  be  
i n v e s t e d  i n  c a p i t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  l a b o a r ,  t.he g r e a t e r  w i l l  
be  t h e  r i s k s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  democracy w i l l  b e  s a c r i f i a d  i n  
o r d e r  t o  c o u n t e r  r-:sist:sn~:e and p r o t e s t s  f r c n  t h o s . ?  -.~.ho suf- 
f e r  from in)ust:c-.i  ;'.:id i .n .?qua l i ty ,  dnd w h - J  a r e  bci-i.7 ';':ir.;at- 
tined by c a p i t a l .  

New compromise; a r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  n o t  only v . t h i n  s o c i x i e s  bu: 
a l s o  i n  LP.? i n t e r n a t i . o n a 1  economy. I n j u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  w i l " l  
h a v e  t~ define * : h e i r  op,tima w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a t r u l y  3amo- 
? r a t i o  p rocr -5s  of  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  g u a r a n t e e i n g  a d e q u a t e  
!:otinq power i n  t h s  s t a t e  f o r  t h o s e  p r ~ e a ~ 2 n t l y  w i t h o u t  ade-  
q u a t e  p u r c h a s i n g  power on t h e  m a r k e t .  T h i  s m e  a p p l i e s  i n -  
t s r : : a t i n n a l l y  t o  t h e  ?ooz and t h e  we<<+r c:;i:ntri?s. 

T h i s  .in t2r2 rs?quire.; , 3 n ' ~ t h ? r  new c o ~ ~ n ; ? , :  S:':: isam. .-- *-.- ,.. ,L 

lnt:?r-7Â¥-".r:?rÂ¥-iA?~er'l . . 3 l  c o n t r o l  of  trar.sr.-i . L3:i.i.I b:.ii'<o , : , >r-..tr > -  
m i s s  bte?'r^en the p r i . 3 ~ 3 t a  a n d  tYi+ ~ . ; r ) l  1 -: .; xi:'.~;' L:: S: 'r '3- 

t i o n a l  finiir.::e. H ? ~ ? v ^ r  t \ i 3  -:ho'ii-1 ' JO h.3r.5 i ;  5 3 " :  w i ' - h  
. 3 n e w  corr.pr:~n-~.se :.^:x:w'~*-.n ;tr;i,/ate cind publi::  tors L". ir.'".,ir- 

za*iop.al  t r a d e .  !;4ncr' t h e  ? s t a b l i . s h r . , ~ n t ~  .JI rhe Brt't:.on Xoods 
in'l '.-h-2 '.;AtPT s y s t : : ~ ,  i:,t . ; rratA .<-i:. Einar.f.i h a s  bscc-r.c much 
:?'-ir-? p~-~-' . 'aci?"?:;l  t.;122 w a s  ,3ri:{i:7.aA Ãˆ i n t e r .  i3d,  w^i i l e  i:!*:.ei- 
n i i t io r i31  t-rad? h a s  become 1-20 much dub]sc^. id ' - 3  q ~?-=.- ' ix--!nt : l l  
2 r o t e c t . i ~ n l s %  ~ r ~ ~ t . ! r ~ e r ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ .  



We c a n n o t  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  f r s e  t r a d e  o f  t h e  405, 
b u t  t h e  p r e s e n k  . s i t u a t i o n  whereby >30c~erninei:ts o a t  f o r  corn- 
p l e t e l y  a n t l a t e r a l l y  managed t r a d e ,  s h i f t i n g  t h a i r  p rob lems  
o f  economic J i s e q u ~ l i b r i u m  a t  home o n t o  t h s  s ? . ~ u l d e c  o f  
weaker c o u n t r i e s  i s  p e r v e r s e .  We need a  n-2.4 c3:-.sc;.".sus, some 
d e g r e e  o f  managed i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  on the b a s i s  of  m u l t i -  
l a t e r a l l y  a g r e e d  p r i n c i p l e s .  These  s h o ~ l i  n o t  onl-/ a p p i y  t o  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  p r o p e r  b u t  a l s o  t o  ir:~est.-.ent ai:d p ro-  
d u z t i o n  p o l i c i e s  ur.darlyincf i r ' . t e rna t io :~ .a  1 -1'a::e. 

However, this i n  t u r n  r e q u i r e s  A r . 2 ~  conpr-;miss 3e tween  "a- 
n a g e r i a l  e f f i c i e n c y  and democracy i n  i n t e r n a t ~ c r . a l  economic 
po l icy-making .  New r u l e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  i r t s r : i a t i o n a . L  p o l i -  
c i e s  on  money, f i n a n c e ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  inT"--3stnent and t r a d e  a r e  
n e c e s s a r y ,  z o g e t h e i  w i t h  new c r i t e r i a  conc ' i rnin.3 -3or25t ic  
economic p o l i c i e s  which a f f e c t  '-ither Â¥,-aunt . r i es  Such new 
r u l e s  and c r i t e r i a  s h o u l d  n o t  be  z l a b o r a s c d  EV f e w  power- 
f a1  c o u n t r i e s  impos ing  them on o t h e r s .  T h i s  in:-;ht ~ e ^ m  a n  
e f f i c i e n t  way t o  deal d i t h  q k b a l  i n + : r  i23;r'.A-?n.:c, b u t  i t  
s u r e l y  i s  n ? l  a.'i e q u i - t a i ~ l e  w a y .  :i->n/,?ver, a  r . ? a l  implement-  
a t i o n  o f  s u c h  r u l e s  a n d  c r i t e r i a  r e q u i - r e s  cs~o: ;esa t ion  ar.d 

n c t  ---inly be  t h u s  c o n s e n s u s  on t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  T h i s  
r e a c h e d  by g i v i n g  T h i r d  World countiri-ss acce- .s  t o  ~ ~ C ~ Z L C T I -  

making an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  '.iconomic p o l i c y ,  on  a?. s q u d i  f o o t i n g  
w i t h  t h e  r i c h a r  c o u n t . r i e s .  T h i s  r e q u i r e s  chanqe:; i n  rower 
s t r u c t u r e s  and d e c i s i o i i - m a k i q  p r o c e d u r e s  w i t h i n  i n t e r n a t i s -  
n a l  o r q a n i z a t i a n s ,  b o t h  i.n t h e  framework ? Â  t h s  B r e t t o n  
Woods sys tem and i n  s h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  sys t?m irsel.!:".  New 
s t r u c t u r e s  s h n u i . 5  also r e f l e c t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of  a new com- 
promise  between governments  and t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  ori t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economy. F o r  example ,  t h e  t r i p a r t i t e  ,nods1 o f  
XL0 c o u l d  b e  a p p l i e d  in o t h e r  o rgan iz i t - i . - ins  :.S we!-!. 

The c a l l  for an inter:;,i!.i - i n a l  econo.-1i-: 9:-dcr, ',>nick. x 3 . 3  3 0  

lou.3 i n  t h e  7 0 3 ,  has  ?^idad .tw3y. I t  was r o l l ~ w e d  by a p e r i o d  
o f  p a r a l y s i s  which i s  ::cw o v u r ,  b u t  h a s  b.-i.:r. r Â ¡ p l a c e  by a 
n o - n o n s e n s e "  t w i e n c y  3 f  d o i n ;  b u s i n e s s  on t':ie b a s i s  of  
t r a d i t i o n a l  power re1at . ior .s .  ?.::?..a?$ t h e  c o n c 2 p t  o f  t-ha New 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Economic Cid'-sr n a v s r  had a p a d  s > k a t a - " i t i v e  
c o n t e n t ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  power of tha :.?;:c-ipt d i d  n-.- .+- 
h o l d .  A l t h o ~ m h  t ke  c o n c e p t  was n e v e r  t r a n s l a t e d  i n ^  n2'4 
p o l i c i ~ s ,  t h e  ' i  3 - i ~  it;;..;Lf was however - " ~ s t . ~ i i e d .  T h c  cl4 
o r d e r  h a s  erod-2.1. I t  I s d  t o  .g rea t - i r  i n e q u a l i t y  i n  th '?  w o r l ~ l ,  
t o  g r e a t e r  :-ncffi:: i--';:icynd + ?  waste i n  ec -^mr :  : r>s.i-ir.:->*;. 
We n e e d ~ d  so met hi.:^^ n-1,'. Ni? ; : - ' . L 2  n-.:Â¡ ;>"Â¥i:?-!!: , 3  --/^i '"l . - ? ? L -  
l y  i s  g l o b a l ,  wor ld  w5.?-. V e  a3::..ll r . szd  i s ~ - i : i ' ! . 7  ~ l ~ c ' i  h::.; 
'.he charac : . ? r i . s t i cs  ';f -Â¥r:'r-i r a t h e r  %:;an li-.-:,i:~r, r fh i - :>  i s  
~ y s k ~ m a t i c a 1 . 1 y  his.::: ucr'n na t ions ;  .>F .intdr-i-.~pc:..,:;Â¥;: . ',;ii-;*.w:;e.-i 
c o u n t r l s s ,  fcsi-ween S-: :  t o r . + ,  b..";,;-?;>. poii:;: 2 5 ,  > > - - t Â ¥ - Â ¥ b ? ~ ~  ;I.>'.)- 

l i ! l t e r c ~ p ? n d ~ n c 2  ':so i n  t i m e .  P - i r h - i y  ;)? s h . ~ - i l d  riob: 
c a l l  i t  a new : >ternat i . ' . , : ia l  YÂ¥Â¥!Or.-~im o x  i2r. 



t u r e ,  b u t  n;t f o i  a l l ,  or i ly  f o r  some. Those who w i l l  be  a b l e  
t o  b e n e f i + -  1:1?.̂ techrc '1ogi :al  zhanq-2, from r e c o v e r y ,  from 
t h e  work.1n:j.: .if 7%- xark-?: mechanism, w i l l  become f e w e r  :ind 
fewer  i n  rr.i:ibir. T2.07 may have t o  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  
t h o s e  who d o  rh.>":h-i'.'d a  r e a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  a d e q u a t e  a c c e s s  
t o  t h e  m a r k e t .  ':",'is - a s  i n d i c a t e d  above - may r e s u l t  i:>, 
:onf l i c t s ,  v i o l e r . c e ,  r e p r e s s i o n ,  and may e n d a n g e r  t h e  c'2n- 
t i R u i t y  o f  the sys tem i t s e l f .  I n s t e a d ,  we have  t o  r e s o r t  t a  
c o o p e r a t i o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  l o n g e r - t e r n  v i s i o n s  and i n s o i r e d  
by a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n  s f  orisi' s own i n t e r e s t .  
The i n t e r e s t  o f  o t h e r s  s h o u l d  b e  par-dn p a r c e l  of  t h e  i n -  
t e r e s t  o f  t h o s e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  e l i t e s  who !.a7;% a c c e s s  t o  power 
and c a n  make t h e  m a r k e t  f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  c',vr> b e n e f i t ,  a t  
l e a s t  i n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  mere ly  an a p p e a l  f o r  differer.!:  .:c!-1i.c~. N o r  i s  it 
a n  a p p e a l  f o r  more wisdom. The n a t u r a l  t e n i e n ~ y  i n   fa-,^;: o f  
s h o r t  s i g h t e d n e s s ,  s e l f i s h n e s s  ar.d e x p l o i t a t i o n  O L  power 
s u r p l u s e s  w i l l  m t  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  by lon; ; ; r - t -~rm visit-,ri.s, 
enliqi;t;ne; ' . t  aÃˆi cooper^.t;.i.cn wit-h the h z l p  of p l e a s  f o r  a  
rhanqe  i n  m:id o n l y .  TLis  new c h o i c e  h a s  t o  b,? i n s t i t u t . i o n -  
a l i z e d  p ' . ib l i c ly  t h r o u g h  a d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s .  

The f o u r  new co i~ ipromisss ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  pr-i-sea* con.,;entio- 
n a l  wisdom, imply  g r e a t e r  r e l i a n c e  on s o c i a l  c r i t e r i a ,  on 
p u b l i c  c h o i c e ,  on governmenta l  c o n t r o l .  T h i s  d i r e c t i o n  h a s  
t o  be  t a k e n ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  an i n - b u i l t  f:c:;d?r.iy 
t o w a r d s  i . n a i f i c i e n c y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  one o v e r r i d i . n g  d i n :  t a k i n g  
c a r e  o f  t h a s e  rfho t e n d  t o  b e  e x c l u d e d  by t h e  syst .cn.  P r o v i d -  
ed that t h e  ,:onditi.?r.s inent ioned above a r e  f u l Â £ Â ± l l 2  t h e  
m a r k ~ t  c a n  f u n c t i o n  v e r y  w e l l ,  c l e a r i n g  i m b a l a n c e s ,  f o s t e r -  
i n g  p r o g r e s s ,  smoGthi--ig t r a n s i t i o r : ~  , som-.;times; a s  e q u a l l y  
w e l l  a s  a p u b l i c  p r T > c s s s ,  sometiaieu e v e n  b e t y e r .  However, 
oqe t h i n g  ~t c a n n o t  .5o: f ' ~ r . c t i . ~ i - ~ i n g  for; t h e  b e n e f i t  of  t h o s e  
p e o p l e ,  popu1attcr-i  y m p s  o r  c o u n t r i e s  who a r e  o u t s i d e  o f  
t h e  m a r k e t ,  n o t  a c q u i r i n g  a c c e s s  t o  i t ,  p e r h a p s  even  l o s i n g  
a c c e s s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  r e a s o n  f o r  c l a i m i n g  a  g r e a t e r  
r o l e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r l d  economy. 

mayoridad de l o s  s e r e s  h'imanos. La cornbinaci6n de t r e s  t r a n s l c i o n e s  (de- 
m o g r s f i c a ,  e c o l 6 g i c a  y e n e r g e t i c a ) ,  la p * r s p e c t i v a  de un c r e c i m i e n t o  
reduc ido  y  organicamente d i f e r e n t e  y un diialisrno c r e d e n c e  an e l  i n t e -  
r i o r  de cada soc ledad  como en e l  e s p a c i o  mundial  c o n s t i t u y e n  t r e s  desa-  
t i e s  a i a  s u p e r v i v e n r l a  d e  La mayorfa.  La r e s p u e s c a  c o n s i d e r a d a  s e  tun- 
dameuta e"i cua'iiro co ;nprmisos :  e n t r e  e l  s e c t o r  p d b i i c o  y e l  s e c t o r  p r i -  
vado;  e u t r e  el : r . ' . k~ jo  ;I d l  c a p i t a l ;  e n t r e  l a  i g u a l d a d  y e l  c r e c i i a i e n t e ;  
y e n t r e  la e f i c a c i - i  g e s t o r a  y l a  democracia  p o l l t i c a .  S i  l a  r i l ecc izn ,  
c a m  l o  q u i t r e  e l  a u c o r ,  dabe h a c e r s e  en f a v o r  de todos  1 0 s  h a b i t a n t e s  
d e l  g iobo ,  e-'L at-rcadd no -!S s u t i - c i e n t e ,  l a s  p o l l t i c a s  a c t u a l e s  deben s e r  
abandouadas,  e l  rit-ctcr p u b l i c o  dcbe desempenar un p a p e l  n s s  impor:ante 
e:i l a  ecorionia nundial..  



i f d a  dossier 54  . july/auqust 1986 r e w s  from t h e -  t h i r d  s y s t e m  

FOR AN INTERNATIONAL DECADE FOR PEACE 

A N  AUSTRALIAN PROPOSAL 

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  was d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on C o n f l i c t  
R e s o l u t i o n  and Peace S t u d i e s  ( F i j i ,  J a n u a r y ) .  I t  was a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  f u r -  
t h e r  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace r e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t i o n  Conference (Sussex ,  
England,  A p r i l ) .  

The recommendation i s  based on t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of  t h e  r e c e n t l y  concluded 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Decade. I t  i s  proposed t h a t  t h e  I N  shou ld  p roc la im 
1988-1998 a s  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Decade f o r  Peace ,  t h a t  i t  shou ld  i n i t i a t e  
t h e  convening of t h r e e  na:cr wcr ld  c o n f e r e n c e s  a t  t h e  beg inn ing ,  middle 
and end of t h a t  p e r i o d ,  and t h a t  each  of t h e s e  should h e  precedi-d bv 
r e g i o n a l  p r e p a r a t o r y  conferer .ces .  

Documtints drawn up f o r  t h e  f i r s t  c f  t h e s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  - by a  working 
g roup  a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  y e a r ' s  meet ing of t h e  UN Genera l  Assembly - would 
d e l i n e a t e  t h e  t a s k s  of t h e  g l o b a l  community i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  peacemaking. 

The working group would presumably c o n s i d e r  a  wide range  of p r o p o s c i h i  
b o t h  newly d e v i s e d  ones and o t h e r s  produced by v a r i o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
commissions over  t h e  p a s t  15  y e a r s ,  e .g .  t h e  Club cf Rome's Reshaping 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Order  and t h e  Palme C o m i s s i o n ' s  Coutmon q e c u a .  I t  
would s e l e c t  from t h e s e  a  s m a l l e r  number s u i t a b l e  f o r  a d o p t i o n  a s  t a s k s  
t o  be  completed w i t h i n  a  f i v e - y e a r  o r  t en-year  p e r i o d .  

Each of t h e  c o n f e r e n c e s  would b e  a  p o i n t  a t  which gcvernments  a r e  pushed 
t o  compete w i t h  each o t h e r  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e i r  commitmenr t o  world peace ,  
n o t  on ly  t o  arms c o n t r o l ,  disarmament and d e ~ i l i t a r ~ z a t i c n  b u t  a l s o  t o  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  and g l o b a l  c o o p e r a t i o n .  

Each confe rence  would be p a r a l l e l e d ,  a s  were t h e  Mexico C i t y ,  Copenhagen 
and N a i r o b i  c o n f e r e n c e s  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Decade, by a  much 
l a r g e r  forum o r  t r i b u n e  confe rence  a t  which r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  a  wide 
range  of  g roups  of t h e  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  t h r a s h  o u t  p o s i t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  agenda of t h e  confe rence  of governmental  d e l e g a t e s .  

A p r i n c i p a l  purpose  of  t h e  Decade would be t o  g e n e r a t e  forward thir .king 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  peace i s s u e s .  It would invo lve  l a r g e  nuoilbers of peop le  
th roughout  t h e  world i n  d i s c u s s i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  reform p r o p o s a l s ,  pre-  
sumablv i n c l u d i n g  sonic h i g h l y  i c ia f i ina t ive  c n e s ,  anti i n  t h e  cior.it~r:;-.g of 
p r o g r e s s  towards  t h e  achievercent of p a r t i c u l a r  f ive -year  ciiid ten-yes? 
t a r g e t s .  

A  second main purpose r e l a t e s  t o  c r e a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  c i t i z e n ' s  a sso-  
c i a t i o n s  t o  p r e s s  governments i n t o  long-term t h i n k i n g .  I n  t h e  word-- of 
John E. Fobes '  a d d r e s s  t o  a r e c e n t  Club of Rome ccmf'ererice: 
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IOCU PESTICIDE HANDBOOK DOCUMENTS NEED FOR STRONG FAO CODE 

In a global effort to bring about compliance with the recently approved 
International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides 
and to encourage safe pest control practices, the International Organi- 
zation of Consumers Unions (IOCU) just launched the completely revised 
Pesticide Handbook: Profiles for Action. 

"The Code recently approved by the UN's Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion is an important step towards stopping the 2 million poisonings at- 
tributed to pesticides each year," commented Anwar Fazal, Director of 
IOCU's Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. IOCU is a founding par- 
ticipant in the Pesticide Action Network (PAN) International. 

Half of all pesticide poisonings and three-quarters of all fatalities 
are believed to occur in the Third World, though Third World countries 
account for just one-fifth of the world's pesticide use. Inadequate la- 
belling of pesticides, lack of proper training or safety equipment, 
chronic malnutrition and lack of medical care are some of the factors 
intensifying hazards of pesticides to Third World users. 

"Curbing pesticide abuse will take more than just approving a Code," 
observed Fazal. "The Pesticide Handbook provides the tools needed to 
strengthen government regulations and to urge corporations to act re- 
sponsibil in their marketing of dangerous pesticides." 

He added that the handbook, released on the Organization's 26th anniver- 
sary, "reflects IOCU's continuing commitment to provide citizens groups, 
especially in the Third World, with the resources needed for local and 
global campaigns challenging the powerful vested interests involved in 
marketing hazardous products." 

The Switzerland-based International Federation of Plantation, Agricultu- 
ral and Allied Workers terms the handbook "a valuable instrument". Not 
Man Apart, published by Friends of the Earth (USA), describes it as "a 
marvellous compendium of information for activists and others concerned 
about pesticide use and abuse here and abroad ... Absolutely essential 
for anyone worried about pesticides." 

Designed to provide easy access to the data most sought after by con- 
cerned groups and individuals. The Pesticide Handbook is divided into 
six sections: (1) data sheets on 44 of the most problematic pesticides 
in global trade, including trade names; (2) pesticide hazards and symp- 
toms of pesticide poisoning; (3) an overview of the global pesticide 
problems, with three case studies from Third World countries; (4) de- 
scription of the Pesticide Action Network (PAN); (5) complete text of 
the FAO Code of Conduct; and (6) a comprehensive bibliography. 

The Pesticide Handbook: Profiles for Action i s  available from the IOCU 
Regional Of f ice  for Asia and the Pacific,  PO Box 1045,  10830 Penang, 
Malaysia a t  US$25 (US$12 for non-profit public i n t e r e s t  groups). 



COLOMBIA: CRESET 

The CRESET (Centre regional de estudios del Tercer Mundo - Regional Cen- 
tre for Third World Studies) is a non-profit organization devoted to the 
study of the economic, social and political problems of development in 
Third World countries within the framework of current international re- 
lations: major political and economic crises and increasingly one-sided 
interdependence. 

Among its objectives are: 

. through its research work, to promote a greater knowledge of Third 
World countries and formulate a Latin American view of this world; 

. actively participate in the formulation of a foreign policy (re- 
gional and national) that is consonant with this view and that 
would enable Colombia to play an international role reflecting its 
geographical size, population, resources and institutions; 

contribute to devising long-term policies designed to solve the 
problems of underdevelopment from a Third World perspective; 

. expand and deepen economic, political and cultural links among 
Third World countries in order to enhance their unity and increase 
their bargaining power in the restructuring action of the inter- 
national order in such a way as to facilitate the full development 
of nations and world peace; 

. identify joint strategies to be applied in the negotiations con- 
ducted in world forums (International Monetary Fund, World Bank, 
GATT, UNCTAD, etc.) as well as in dealing with transnational corpo- 
rations. Train officials from the public and private sector in ne- 
gotiating skills; 

The CRESET programs focus on two major areas: socio-economic and poli- 
tical studies. 

The socio-economic area includes: foreign trade, technology, interna- 
tional finance, sectoral studies (agriculture, industry, energy), in- 
formation system, law of the sea and the use of underwater resources. 
These studies will seek to formulate policies that promote economic re- 
lations between Third World countries through the development of new 
types of cooperation and integration; such policies would be sub-region- 
a1 and interregional in nature so as to lessen economic dependence on 
international markets and create the necessary climate for national de- 
velopment sustained from within the countries themselves. 

The political studies era deals with the political aspects of interna- 
tional relations, especially the relations between countries when the 
economic interdependence factor is present. The main subjects to be ex- 
plored are: the nature of contemporary international conflicts; the cri- 
sis in international organizations; the problems related to the arms 
race and peace and disarmament efforts; and diplomatic-strategic his- 
tory. 

(Contact: Al ic ia  Euyana, Director, CRESET, FOB 17413, Bogota, CO Lombia). 



PERU: MUJER Y SOCIEDAD 

Somos un colectivo de mujeres interesadas en contribuir en el movimiento 
social. Inicialmente nuestra actividad central fuÂ la publicaci6n de una 
revista alternativa de la mujer. Su primer numero apareci6 en 1980. La 
dinarnica en la que estamos inmersas y las demandas de las mujeres con 
quienes nos vinculamos, ha permitido que el proyecto se amplie a otros 
programas de comunicaci6n, investigation aplicada y promoci6n. 

Nos proponenos: 

. inpulsar la conciencia reflexiva y critica acerca de la actual con- 
dici6n economics, polltica, social y cultural de la mujer; 

. investigar y sistematizar las multiples experiencias en la histo- 
ria, en la vida productiva, en la cotidianidad, en las organiza- 
clones gremiales y campesinas y su presencia en 10s movimientos 
sociales de cambio; 

. ampliar y fortalecer un espacio de comunicaci6n alternativa a tra- 
v6s de diversos programas y publicaciones, entre ellas, la revista 
Mujer y Sociedad; 

. contribuir, apoyar y solidarizarnos con las propuestas y alterna- 
tivas que las mujeres vienen gestando en la busqueda de una socie- 
dad sin opresi6n y explotaci6n de ningun tipo. 

A travgs de jornadas; talleres; seminaries; programas de autoeducaci6n y 
promoci6n; investigaciones; programas a craves de 10s medios masivos de 
comunicaci6n; publicaciones. 

Nuestra Metodologfa: 

Esta orientada a desarrollar la: horizontalidad en nuestras relaciones 
sociales y personates; dinarnica participatoria en un constante 
aprendizaje mutuo; la creatividad colectiva e individual a partir del 
trabajo en pequenos grupos. 

Con Mujeres: 

J6venes y trabajadoras, asalariadas o no asalariadas, de 10s barrios 
urbano-populares; j6venes y trabajadoras, asalariadas o no asalariadas 
de las zonas rurales. 

Estamos preparando: 

En investigation: 

. Mujer y violencia 

. Las Indias en la revoluci6n tupacamarista de 1781 . La protesta cotidiana de las mujeres de barriadas 

. Audiovisual "La Mujer en la historia" 
"Qu6 es la democracia"? 
"La Mujer en la lucha por las 8 horas" 

( A V .  Nicolds de Pidrola 677, 503 Lima 1, Peru.). 



PALESTINE: THE AL-QUDS OPEN UNIVERSITY 

Only one-third of the Palestinian high-school graduates will find 
places, between now and 1995, in existing universities and similar in- 
stitutions. The proportion will drop to one-fifth between 1995 and 2000. 
These findings of a study undertaken at the request of the Chairman of 
the Palestinian National Fund and financed by UNESCO and the Arab Fund 
for Social and Economic Development, led to the decision, in 1985, to 
commission Dr. Walid Kamhawi to establish the al-Quds Open University 
(QOU), as its first president. 

The magnitude of the problem called for unconventional measures inclu- 
ding distance teaching which also recommended itself for the following 
reasons: 

. The dispersion of the Palestinian people and the conditions under 
which most of them live, the constraints which affect their mobil- 
ity from one country to another, make full-time study in a residen- 
tial university in a field of their choice, extremely difficult for 
thousands of young men and women. 

. The freedom of the student to proceed at his or her pace while 
working - thus combining a career of studying and of work. 

. Reduction in the costs of higher education: in distance teaching 
the more students, the lower the costs per student. 

. Flexibility in admission. 

Major objectives of QOU 

. to provide the opportunity for the largest number of Palestinian, 
Jordanian and Arab young men and women to obtain higher education and 
training. 60,000 are expected to enrol in the second phase of the devel- 
opment of QOU; more than half of them are expected to carry a full load 
of studying. More than 40,000 of these will be Palestinians and Jordan- 
ians. These numbers are likely to be multiplied once the Arabsat (the 
Arab telestar) is employed by QOU; 

. QOU will design a variety of programmes to train men and women 
highly skilled in the fields of modern technology; 

. to enhance the employment of modern technology in the Arab society. 
One of the three major fields of study at QOU will be the teaching of 
sciences and technology. This, plus the heavy use of technology in tea- 
ching (such as the use of the computer, video and sound cassettes, 
training kits, and the use of radio and television broadcasting) will be 
a productive contribution to a real technological revolution in the Arab 
society. 

. to contribute to the democratization of higher education in the 
Arab society; QOU, through the system of distance teaching, will make 
higher learning and training accessible to the less fortunate. 

. to provide general education and training to the community at 
large. This through the provision of life-long education and training to 
everyone willing to improve his or her education, irrespective of age, 
academic achievement or economic means. 



. to improve the quality of higher education. This through the 
inter-disciplinary and multi-media approach in the design and production 
of educational programmes and materials. QOU will try to establish its 
study centres inside the campuses of existing residential universities 
and colleges in the region. 

. to reduce the volume of the brain-drain from the region. Large num- 
bers of those who fail to find places in the existing residential uni- 
versities and colleges seek higher education abroad. Many of them do not 
return after graduation. QOU will be able to absorb most of these stu- 
dents. 

. to contribute to the welfare and development of the Arab communi- 
ties under occupation. 

. to contribute to the homogeneity of education and to the unifica- 
tion of the scientific and technological language in Arab higher educa- 
tion. 

Organization of QOU 

The objectives of QOU will be served by the following organizational 
structure: 

. A central management which will undertake the design and production 
of educational and training programmes, the delivery of educational 
materials, the design of tests and examinations and the granting of 
degrees and diplomas; 

. regional centres to coordinate the work between HQ and the sub- 
regional and local centres; 

. sub-regional study centres where students will have easy access to 
tutors, laboratories, workshops, libraries, etc. 

. local study units will be established in cities, towns, villages 
and refugee camps in order to maximize interaction between students 
and tutors and among students themselves. 

The QOU will be made up of three major groups of colleges: (1) physical 
sciences and technology; (2) social sciences and management; and (3) 
humanities and education. 

(Further information from: Dr. Valid Kamhawi, Al-Quds Open University,  
PO Box 950408, h a n ,  Jordan). 

IFDA DOSSIER - S U B S C R I P T I O N  F E E  
Sorth: 4 8  Swiss francs or 30 US dollars 
South: 24 Suiss francs or 15 US sot lars  



BANGLADESH : TRIBAL BUDDHISTS STRUGGLE FOR L I FE 

Nearly five years ago, a Buddhist monk from the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
brought word to Buddhist Peace Fellowship (BPF) of his people's heavy 
suffering - a suffering unknown to any of us at that time and still un- 
known, probably, to most of us. The situation of these tribal Buddhists 
has worsened over the intervening years, and it seems time to ask our- 
selves again what we can do to help. The Hill Tracts, in Southeastern 
Bangladesh, are the historic refuge of 12 tribes that are ethnically, 
culturally and religiously different from the Bengali Muslim majority. 
Their lands, once regarded as marginal, have become attractive due to 
the nation's intense population pressures, and the tribal people - scor- 
ned as inferior - are being driven off in favour of Bengalis brought 
from other parts of Bangladesh. 

In a report published last year, Survival International criticized the 
Bangladesh government for waging "a campaign of violence that in the 
past decade and a half has reached genocidal proportions." The report 
summarized the situation thus: 

".. . tens of thousands of innocent t r i b a l  men, women and children have 
been murdered; 1 2  t o  15 thousand t r iba l  people have been detained with- 
out t r i a l ,  tortured, and some of them k i l l ed ;  thousands of t r iba l  women 
have been kidnapped, raped and many of them forcibly converted t o  I s h ;  
tens of thousands of t r iba l  farmers have been herded i n t o  concentration 
camps and the i r  farmlands dis tr ibuted among the outsider Muslim Bengali 
s e t t l e r s ;  about 85% of the  t r i b a l  houses have been burned; Buddhist tem- 
ples have been desecrated and destroyed; Buddhist monks have been de- 
tained without t r i a l ,  tortured and some of them slaughtered ... In  1947, 
the t r i b a l  population and the Muslim Bengalis formed 88% and l ess  than 
2% of the to ta l  population of the CHT respect ively .  By 1982, the Muslim 
Bengali population accounted for more than SO%..." 

A recent letter from the Hill Tracts concludes "The government's decla- 
ration is: "Either become Muslims or go away to other countries". 

After BPF was alerted to the crisis in the Hill Tracts, a board member 
made a secret visit to the area and witnessed the plight of the tribal 
people firsthand. BPF began at that point a modest effort to bring this 
situation to the attention of relevant government agencies, human rights 
groups, and organizations such as the Asian Development Bank, which fun- 
nels most aid to Bangladesh. At least two important human rights groups, 
the Anti-Slavery Society and Survival International, have now adopted 
oppression of the Hill tribes as a central concern. With the help of the 
Anti-Slavery Society, the Rajguru (Buddhist teacher of the king) of the 
Hill Tracts' largest tribe flew to Geneva last August to bring the issue 
before the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations. The World Council 
of Indigenous Peoples has also taken an interest, and BPF is now helping 
them gather information on which to act. 

(For further information: The Anti-Slavery Soc ie ty ' s  booklet The Chitta- 
gong H i 2 2  Tracts: MiLitarization, oppression and the h i l t  t r ibes  avai l -  
able for $5 from Third World Publications, 151 Stratford Road, Birming- 
ham B 1 1  IRD, U K .  ) 

Buddhist Peace Fe L Lowship Newsletter, Vo L .  7 ,  N02, 1985 



B A L I  CONFERENCE ON A L T E R N A T I V E  DEVELOPMENT 
PERSPECTIVES I N  A S I A  SENDS 

MESSAGE OF SOLIDARITY TO PRESIDENT CORAZON AQUINO 
AND THE F I L I P I N O  PEOPLE 

We the participants of the Conference on Alternative Development Per- 
spectives, sponsored by the Asian Regional Exchange for New Alternatives 
(ARENA), together with the United Nations University and the Southeast 
Asian Forum for Development Alternatives, meeting in Ball from l1 to 15 
March 1986 salute and congratulate you and the Filipino people on your 
assumption into office as President of the Philippines through the ex- 
traordinary events of the February revolution. The world stood in awe 
and admiration at an incredible demonstration of people's power. 

We rejoice at the end of a dictatorship which had exploited and repres- 
sed the Filipino people for fourteen years. We hail the new beginning of 
democracy in the Philippines. 

But even as we celebrate with you and the Filipino people, we are aware 
of the tremendous task that lies ahead. In a real sense, the revolution 
is just beginning. We are aware of the structural problems which the 
dictatorship had dealt the Filipino people, namely: 

. the exacerbation of the uneven distribution of wealth where 70% of 
the country's resources is controlled by l? of the population. This 
is reflected most glaringly in the problem of tenancy in the coun- 
tryside and the soaring unemployment in the urban centers; 

the escalation of external debt to $30 billion as a result of crony 
capitalism and the flagrantly luxurious life-style of the dictator- 
ship ; 

the mental and physical wounds that militarization and repression 
had inflicted on thousands of ordinary Filipinos, including you and 
your family. In this connection, we commend you for restoring the 
writ of habeas corpus, which is the basic undergirding of any demo- 
cratic society. We admire your moral courage in freeing all politi- 
cal prisoners. We recognize this as the necessary first step to- 
wards the healing and reconciliation within Philippine society. We 
appreciate your decision to take initiatives at the political level 
with regard to the Moro Liberation Movement and the Communist Move- 
ment. 

In our deliberations in search for Alternative models of development 
relevant to Third World countries, we have concluded that certain basic 
elements are necessary pre-conditions to authentic development. These 
are the following: 

. That only a genuine democratic government can provide the context 
for alternative visions. For this reason, the return of democracy 
in the Philippines is very encouraging to us - we hope that under 
your leadership it will be safeguarded and nurtured. 



That a  thorough going l and  reform program is of utmost  importance 
i n  o r d e r  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  b o t t l e n e c k s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  founda t ion  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  i n d u s t r i a l i s a -  
t i o n .  

That a  d e l i b e r a t e  and c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  must be made t o  e r a d i c a t e  
t h e  menace of Th i rd  World i n d e b t e d n e s s .  We a f f i r m  your  s t a t e m e n t  on 
t h i s  s u b j e c t  f o r ,  by r a i s i n g  your v o i c e ,  you have j o i n e d  t h e  in-  
c r e a s i n g  r a n k s  of T h i r d  World l e a d e r s  who a r e  concerned w i t h  t h i s  
c r u c i a l  i s s u e .  

. F i n a l l y ,  t h a t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  t r o o p s  and e x p e n d i t u r e s  must be 
made i f  Th i rd  World s o c i e t i e s  a r e  t o  be r e - o r i e n t e d  toward produc- 
t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  and t o  be  provided w i t h  such  c r u c i a l  s o c i a l  s e r -  
v i c e s  a s  adequa te  e d u c a t i o n  and p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  

We know t h a t  l i b e r a t i n g  P h i l i p p i n e  s o c i e t y  from t h e  deep problems t h a t  
b e s e t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be accomplished i n  t h e  coming few months nor  i n  t h e  
n e x t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  But we a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  a  g i a n t  s t e p  was t aken  by 
t h e  F i l i p i n o s  l a s t  February.  We a t  t h i s  confe rence  on A l t e r n a t i v e  Devel- 
opment P e r s p e c t i v e s  e x p r e s s  o u r  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  you and t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  
peop le  a t  t h i s  new beg inn ing  of democracy i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  

L i s t  of p a r t i c i p a n t s  

Mohiuddin Ahamed, Bangladesh;  Harsh S e t h i ,  I n d i a ;  Sandeep Pendse,  I n d i a ;  
H i s a s h i  Nakamura, Japan ;  Murai Y o s h i n o r i ,  Japan ;  M a i t e t  Diokno, P h i l i p -  
p i n e s ;  Sam Yul Lee,  S. Korea; Bhikku W .  Ariyadeva,  S r i  Lanka; R a f a e l  
E s p i r i t u ,  P h i l i p p i n e s ;  Susan tha  G o o n a t i l a k e ,  S r i  Lanka; S u n i l  
R a t n a p r i y a ,  S r i  Lanka; Mohd N a s i r  Hashim, Malays ia ;  Syed Husin A l i ,  Ma- 
l a y s i a ;  P .  Ramasamy, Malays ia ;  Mar t in  Khor, Malays ia ;  Kanoksak Kaewthep, 
Tha i land ;  Warin Wonghanchao, Tha i land ;  S u r i c h a i  Wun'Gaeo, Tha i land ;  
Abdus Sabur ,  Tha i land ;  A r i f  Budiman, I n d o n e s i a ;  Dawam Rahard jo ,  Indone- 
s i a ;  Adi Sasono,  I n d o n e s i a ;  K a r t j o n o ,  I n d o n e s i a ;  J o s e  Asen ie ro ,  P h i l i p -  
p i n e s ;  Randy David, P h i l i p p i n e s ;  Marc N e r f i n ,  IFDA; Ibrahim Saad-El Din 
Abda l la ,  Egypt; Bernard Founou T c h u i g o l i a ,  Cameroun; Michael  Fremerey, 
West Germany; Ponna Wignera ja ,  S r i  Lanka; S i n f o r o s o  A t i e n z a ,  P h i l i p -  
p i n e s ;  Evelyn Hong, Malays ia ;  Lawrence Surendra ,  I n d i a ;  Fachery A l l ,  
I n d o n e s i a ;  Rob Van Drimmelen, Ne ther lands ;  Sa lua  Nour, Egypt;  John 
G a r b u t t ,  A u s t r a l i a ;  Rustam Ibrah im,  Indones ia ;  S i l a n  Kadirgamar,  S r i  
Lanka; Pushpa Somaiah, I n d i a ;  Manfred Ziemek, West Germany; Orapan 
Nabanchang, Tha i land ;  Greg Rooney, United Kingdom; Richard Holloway, 
Uni ted  Kingdom. 

(Further information from APiENA, A4 2 / F  Hung Horn B a y  Centre, 104-108 
Baker S t r e e t ,  Hung Horn, Koutoon, Hong Kong). 
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P H I L I P P I N E S :  PROCESS (PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH, 
ORGANIZATION OF COMMUNITIES, AND EDUCATION 
TOWARDS STRUGGLE FOR SELF-RELIANCE) 

History: Our birth was itself a slow and painful process of realizing 
that real liberation of the poor can occur only when it is achieved 
with, not for, them; and that a genuinely participatory approach cannot 
fully develop within a bureaucratic environment. With this realization, 
we decided to cease being part of a government project and organized 
ourselves into a non-governmental organization called PROCESS. We com- 
mitted ourselves to a process of development which is founded upon the 
effective participation of the poor at all stages: from investigation of 
village realities to collective actions aimed at bringing about a just 
and humane society. 

We were formally organized on 6 October 1982. We started our work with 
five impoverished communities in Antique. Today we are working with 29 
communities in Antique, Bohol and Batangas. Soon we shall also be work- 
ing in Romblon and Palawan. 

Philosophy of development: Our central belief is that development to- 
wards real liberation requires more than just projects. It is a process 
involving political, economic and cultural structures spanning time and 
space. And it can be realized only through struggle by, with, and for 
the poor. 

We emphasize that development is a process because too often it has been 
distorted by the beneficiaries of underdevelopment - the local and glo- 
bal elites - into stop-gap projects meant to pacify rather than liberate 
the victims of underdevelopment. Social structures span time because 
unjust structures today are rooted in the structures of centuries past, 
and a just tomorrow can be attained only through the struggles and sac- 
rifices of yesterday and today. Social structures span space because 
injustice in the village is a reflection and an integral part of injus- 
tice in the nation and the world. 

We firmly believe that development towards liberation will be by, with, 
and for the poor, or it will not be at all. We also believe that only 
through liberated consciousness, full participation and organized action 
will the poor attain countervailing power that is stronger than the for- 
ces raised against them. We do not seek to make the communities we work 
with dependent on us. We seek instead to help them become truly self- 
reliant. We view ourselves as mere facilitators of a participatory pro- 
cess of development towards liberation. 

Goal: To work with the poor in the building of communities - village, - 
national and global - wherein: all members have equal opportunities for 
their fullest self-realization; participation, cooperation, organized 
action and liberating education are persistently affirmed; work becomes 
the deepest expression of the individual's and community's being, not 
alienation; production aims at meeting people's needs and is not a means 
of exploitation; nature's bounties are justly shared and responsibly 
used to ensure our children's future. 



How we work - Go t o  t he  people 
Live among the  people 
Learn from the  people 
Plan wi th  the people 
Work u i t h  t he  people 
S t a r t  wi th  uhat the  people knou 
Build on uhat the  people have 
Teach by shouing 
Learn by doing 
Not a showcase but  a pat tern  
Not odds and ends but  a system 
Hot piecemeal but  in tegrated  approach 
Hot t o  conform but t o  transform 
Not r e l i e f  but  re lease  

In our work we do our best to actualize these principles initially arti- 
culated by a Chinese community organizer in the 1920s. Our work embodies 
the approach of Participatory Action Research (PAR) towards the concrete 
liberation of the poor from all forms of poverty and injustice. Two 
things constitute the essence of PAR: praxis, or the unity of theory and 
practice; and full participation of the poor in the struggle to under- 
stand and overcome historical and structural oppression. 

We constantly strive to work as a team rooted in the concrete realities 
of impoverished communities. To be one, we plan, act, and live with the 
poor. Most of us are Community Facilitators living in the very commu- 
nities we work with, while the rest provide support services. We differ 
in our professional backgrounds; political science, social, work, agri- 
culture, law, engineering, philosophy, accounting. This diversity makes 
us more flexible, dynamic, complementary and integrative in meeting 
people's needs. What we do try to keep in common are the humility and 
courage to learn from the poor and be one with them in their struggle; 
the capacity to speak the ~oor's spoken and unspoken languages; our un- 
derstanding of, and commitment to, the liberation of the poor. 

We serve the communities by facilitating their efforts at organizing and 
conscienticizing themselves; and by providing support services which are 
never preemptive of their own growth. To concretize their struggle for 
total liberation, the communities have identified and developed programs 
which respond to their needs. The various programs share three things: 
first, they are founded on valued promotive of people's participation 
and social justice; second, they require strong people's organizations 
to succeed; and third, they are mainly controlled by the communities 
themselves, with us acting as catalysts and facilitators. 

The programs which are at various stages of implementation in the 29 
communities - consisting mainly of migrant workers, subsistence fisher- 
men, marginal lowland and upland farmers and sugar tenants - are the 
following: 

Conscientization and values formation programme - The cornerstone of all 
the programs: from it springs the will and courage to unite and strug- 
gle. Through critical and collective reflection on their situation from 
historical and structural perspectives, the poor realize their rights, 
responsibilities and capabilities as creators of a humanizing present 
and future. 



Folk catalyst formation program - It is the most direct concretization 
of our belief that development should primarilv be by the poor. Using - 
its own criteria, the community identifies potential catalysts among its 
members who will eventually assume the roles presently played by our 
Community Facilitators. Those chosen are then trained to become skilled 
facilitators, researchers and educators through a series of workshops 
and actual field work. 

Economic self-reliance program - Collective fishponds, and piggeries, 
collective purchasing of inputs and marketing of products, collective 
borrowing and repaying - these are just some projects of this program 
which aims at concretely developing an alternative production system 
based on mutual respect, not exploitation; needs, not profit; self- 
reliant development with maximum use of indigenous resources, not neo- 
colonial dependence; cooperation, not competition; pooling of resources, 
not privatization; sharing of learning and material benefits, not mono- 
polization. 

Appropriate technology program - Its goal is to create, develop and 
adapt technology responsive to the needs of, and controlled by, the poor 
- not transnational corporations (TNCs). Such technology would be affor- 
dable and promotive of self-reliant development, as well as capable of 
ensuring a livable and productive environment for future generations. 
Current projects range from organic fertilizing to improvement of fish- 
ing and fanning implements. 

Community-based health program - This program emphasizes preventive 
health care and works at making health affordable by transforming medi- 
cine from a mystifying science of specialists and TNC-manufactured, ex- 
pensive, harmful drugs, into something within the expertise of poor 
Filipinos using indigenous and inexpensive resources. 

Legal resources development program - A strategy for developing the ca- 
pacity of the poor to use law to assert and secure their rights and en- 
titlements; to reflect critically and act to reduce the gap they experi- 
ence between law and social justice. Through para-legal training work- 
shops, the community develops its legal self-reliance. The program also 
seeks to reorient lawyers, legal educators, judges and lawmakers towards 
a concrete commitment to the poor. 

women's rights program - The aspiration of this program is the abolition 
of male-oriented social values and structures by educating women (and 
even men:) on women's rights and issues, along with deliberate and con- 
crete efforts to increase local women's participation in development. 

Community communications program - "No army can withstand the strength 
of an idea whose time has come", Victor Hugo once wrote. This program 
works at making mass and group media serve the poor in their struggle to 
make Liberation an Idea whose time has come. Present projects include 
community newsletters, community theater, and community media skills 
development. 

Networking program - Liberation requires the participation of all. Thus 
this program of forging strong working ties with organizations and indi- 
viduals who share our Goal. 

(PROCESS, 271 3 Maria Aurora Street, Makati, Metro Mani La, Philippines) . 



TEN YEARS OF TRANET 

by Bill Ellis 

W E T  (Transnational- Network for Appropriate/Alzernative Technologies!,  
Like I F D A ,  i s  t e n  years o ld .  To m h t e  our brothers  on t h i s  occasion we 
reproduce belou the  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e i r  founder and ar t i san ,  B i l l  E t t i s ,  
i n  the  NO40 o f  TRANET. 

Ten years ago the United Nations held one of its mammoth meetings in 
Vancouver, Canada, the UN Conference on Human Settlements. Associated 
with the UN Conference, non-governmental agencies with input from 
Margaret Mead, Buckminster Fuller, E.F. Schumacher, Barbara Ward, Sister 
Theresa and other alternative thinkers, held their parallel Habitat 
Forum. Describing that meeting for the Washington Post, Nicholas von 
Hoffman wrote: 

"There was lots of hair and there was lots of blue jeans and protests. 
But there was also a great deal more. There was global pluralism of cau- 
ses and concerns ... and continuous unrestricted debate. If the official 
delegates downtown, with their army-chauffered cars, had their brief- 
cases full of documents prepared for their foreign ministers, the 
citizen representatives in blue jeans had the expertise. They included 
scientists from the world's most prominent universities, planners and 
architects who had designed whole new cities, citizen leaders from Asia, 
Africa and Latin America who, in contrast to most bureaucrats and poli- 
ticians downtown, had spent their lives with the problems under discus- 
sion...(it) is not to say that the confab at Jericho Beach will set the 
world on fire, but it made some sparks that illuminated a few important 
matters, the most important being that the people are not the problem; 
they are the answer." 

It was the people meeting at Habitat that became TRANET. The two weeks 
there, mornings, afternoons and evenings late into each night, saw re- 
converted hangars swarming with grass-roots people from all parts of the 
world exchanging techniques and technologies on how to grow food, build 
houses, get water, provide learning opportunities, get rid of wastes, 
live in harmony, become locally self-reliant without the aid of govern- 
ments. The energy of the meetings was too intense to die. As the days 
dwindled, participants knew that the global peoples' movement was an 
idea whose time had come. T W E T  was initiated to be one of the trans- 
national people's networks to help that grass-roots movement grow. 

Over the 10 years since Habitat, the people's grass-roots movements have 
grown, and withered, and died, and been born in a constant and continu- 
ing palliation of the excesses of modern culture. TRANET has been part 
of this biologically alive network of networks absorbing and being ab- 
sorbed by ideas and actions of social transformation, sometimes swept 
beyond the bounds of reason or credulity, sometimes rejecting as faddish 
foolishness ideas which later seemed but fundamental axioms. 

This has been 10 years of "appropriate" changes. Health foods are now 
available in every supermarket; healthy living has become a hallmark of 



even the American yuppies; world hunger is now a widespread concern of 
nearly every human being; solar heaters are accepted elements of archi- 
tecture; bicycle paths weave through the suburbs of most major cities; 
rivers in many industrial countries again support game fish; human 
rights are now on every political agenda; the plight of seals and whales 
now makes headline news. Never before have there been so many backyard 
gardens. Political leaders from Reagan to Qadafi are promising to reduce 
the influence of big government on human lives. The list of successes 
could go on, but so could the list of failures, of lost faith, of for- 
gotten hopes. The political swing to the right, the increasing power of 
transnational corporations, the mounting problem of toxic waste dumps, 
the increasing nuclear arsenal, the continuing erosion of the world's 
topsoils, climatic changes due to carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, the 
rise of fundamentalisms, and the damage to lakes and forests by acid 
rain are just a few of the indicators of the naivete of the youth of the 
60s and the human potential and social transformational movements of the 
70s. They thought that goodwill or good works would quickly change the 
direction of culture moving, for a couple of centuries, towards self- 
annihilation. 

The first TRANET decade ends in some ways as it began with people lost 
in a quagmire of confusion. Marilyn Ferguson's The Aquarian Conspiracy, 
Fritjof Capra8s Turning Point, Bob Theobald's At the Crossroads, John 
Naisbitt's Megatrends, Erik Dammann's Revolt in the Affluent S o c a ,  
Hazel Henderson's Politics of the Solar Age, James Robertson's The Sane 
Alternative, Mark Satin's New Age Politics, and Kirkpatrick Sale's g 
Scale, have taken their places beside the writings of Theodore Roszak, - 
E.F. Schumacher, Buckminster Fuller, and others who write of the coming 
of an era of justice, equity, peace and global brotherhood. But there is 
still no certainty. In fact, there is a growing feeling that although 
"the movement" is growing it is also cutting itself off from the main- 
stream. Michael Marien writes of "The Sandbox Syndrome"; Bob Cory speaks 
of "The Peace Ghetto"; Ivan Illich and Erik Damaann independently sug- 
gest that appropriate technologists, feminists, consumer advocates, the 
human potential movement, and environmentalists alike have settled for 
technological fixes and become merely apologists for "the system". 

It seems then that the decade ahead is as threatening and as challenging 
as the decade past. Somehow we have to find the bounds of our movements. 
We have to draw lines and use language which does not alienate the main- 
stream. We have to think in terms of the possible. We have to match wri- 
tings with actions. We have to add hard-core left-brain analysis to our 
right-brain visions. TRANET is a transnational network of, by and for 
the people and organizations which are changing the world by changing 
their own lifestyles. We at the TRANET switchboard look to you members 
around the world for the ideas and activities that can lead us on toward 
a sustainable humane and ecological (SHE) future. More than ever "if the 
people lead the leaders will follow". 

(TRANET, Box 567 ,  RanqeZey, ME 04370,  USA). 



HABITAT: SHARING EXPERIENCES 
The Habitat International Council's (HIC) project is designed to enable 
NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) and CBOs (Community-Based Organ- 
izations) around the world to share their achievements and methods at 
the increasing number of events now being planned for IYSH (the United 
Nations International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, 1987). These, 
together with the films and publications also being planned by producers 
and publishers interested in the HIC project materials, offer a global 
showcase for raising awareness of the quality and quantity of home and 
neighbourhood building by NGOs and CBOs and of how much more could be 
done with government support. Raising public consciousness of the un- 
tapped potential of self-managed local housing action by low and very 
low-income people will increase the growing pressures on governments to 
support housing by the masses instead of supplying costly mass-housing 
to much smaller numbers, few of which are those in the greatest need. 

The cases being documented have been selected to show ways and means by 
which the tasks, common to all projects and programmes, can be carried 
out by people and local organizations: self-organization, generating and 
obtaining credit, acquiring land and tenancy rights, participatory plan- 
ning and design, the development and use of local materials and skills, 
the use of local enterprises and self-help for construction and for the 
management and maintenance of home and neighbourhood improvements. 

The cases are not presented for carbon-copy replication or for "cloning" 
by central agencies; this habit reinforces interests vested in mass- 
housing. It also obscures the far greater transferability and adaptabil- 
ity of separable methods and options for particular tasks from which an 
infinite variety of locally appropriate projects and programmes can be 
assembled by the people and local organizations directly concerned. The 
project will provide a greatly enlarged "tool box" of options for pre- 
paring projects that suit the particular local situation or for training. 

Progress from December 1983 to February 1986 - The project is being car- 
ried out in two stages: first, a preliminary survey and summary profil- 
ing over 300 cases in 75 countries, carried out during 1 9 8 4  by AHAS in 
collaboration with GRET (Groups de Recherche et d'Echanges Technologi- 
ques, Paris). The second stage, following the selection of 30 cases by 
the project Steering Group is the indepth documentation of the cases by 
local research teams. 

Local researchers in 14 Third World countries are currently at work doc- 
umenting 18 cases, two other groups are about to start and five more (in 
Chile, India, Turkey and Zaire) can do so as soon as additional funds 
are committed. The Coordinator and members of the Steering Group have 
had on-site consultations with 7 local research teams during the past 
two months; plans for regional and international IYSH events at which 
the cases will be presented are now being prepared with these HIC mem- 
bers' assistance in parallel with proposals for documentary TV films and 
other publications. 

The products - In order to ensure the complementarity of situations suc- 
cessfully confronted by the cases and a balanced presentation of methods 



and options in a wide range of contexts, the preparation of the mate- 
rials is being carried out in two stages: the first provides a profile 
of the case history, identifying the most significant or instructive 
aspects. This preliminary material is for circulation among the local 
teams in order to stimulate exchanges as early as possible and to assist 
the planning of publications and documentary films. 

The second stage will include an article in a narrative style, telling 
the story of the project to highlight aspects of special interest; an 
audio-visual, profiling the case and explaining the key aspects and is- 
sues; an indexed mini-library, supporting materials providing sufficient 
information to allow the adaptation of successful methods to other con- 
texts. On the basis of the above, funded and prepared by Rainer Ernst 
and Ludwig Thurmer, CO-Directors of Habitat Forum Berlin '87: a set of 
26 wallsheets, including 15 on the documented cases, 9 on a range of 
urban contexts and processes, together with an introductory and a ref- 
erence sheet. English, French, German and Spanish editions will be 
available. 

IYSH events - All of these materials will be available for IYSH activi- 
ties in June 1987 and some beforehand. The Coordinator and members of 
the Steering Group are cooperating in the planning of two major inter- 
national events, so far: 

Habitat Forum Berlin, 1-9 June 1987: a two-part conference, CO-sponsored 
by the city government of Berlin (West) and the German Development Foun- 
dation. Part I, 1-6 June, will consist of workshops for discussion and 
exchange of experience between those working at the grassroots and those 
with government agencies; Part 11, 8-9 June, will be presentations to 
and discussions with politicians and executives of national and interna- 
tional agencies, and the press. The Forum Conferences will be held in 
the Reichstag, attended by a maximum of 280 persons by invitation. 

IYSH Summer School, 10 June - 18 July 1987: a three-part course for sen- 
ior students and practitioners is being planned. The first three orien- 
tation days will take place immediately after HFB, using the same facil- 
ities in the Reichstag building. From 14 June to 5 July, the partici- 
pants will divide into groups of 10-20, each of which will join a dif- 
ferent European institution for one of a series of specialized short- 
courses of 10 working days each (the rest of the time will be free for 
travel and other activities of the students' own choice). 

All participants will reconvene in Brighton, UK, one week before the UIA 
Congress in order to discuss their specialized studies and to prepare 
for the final activity: the preparation of neighbourhood-scale "Could 
Be" scenarios in which proposals for development are worked out, based 
on the methods and options derived from the Berlin Forum and developed 
during the short-courses. This activity will form part of the UIA XVI 
Congress, organized by the Royal Institute of British Architects to be 
held in Brighton, UK, 12-18 July 1987. 

(For fur ther  -infernation please m i t e  t o  the  Coordinator, s t a t i n g  your 
i n t e r e s t :  John F . C .  Turner, A M ,  POB 397, London E8  l A A ,  UK). 



ONE EARTH: A CALL TO ACTION 

11-18 OCTOBER 1986 

Throughout the world today, a common understanding is developing among 
many people that our planet itself is a living being. Called Gaia by 
some after the Greek Goddess of the Earth, this being is composed of and 
sustained by the interlocking eco-systems of nature and the conscious- 
ness of all living things. This perspective provides a spiritual basis 
for a new, holistic relationship with all of nature, and is a point of 
synthesis between many diverse fields of human endeavour and study. This 
Gathering will bring together individuals and groups who have been in- 
spired by this new vision of the Earth in their own lives, to share 
their experiences and responses, and to sound a united note in building 
a positive future together. 

The need for this is now greater than ever as the harmonious well-being 
of our planet, our society and ourselves comes under increasing threat. 
It is now apparent that the environmental problems we face, the threat 
of nuclear war, and the fear and alienation that exist between people, 
all transcend national boundaries and defy conventional, piecemeal at- 
tempts at solution. This situation calls for a new approach, from a 
larger, holistic perspective. Gaia herself, and many of her constituent 
parts, are calling out for help, for healing, and are invoking a global 
response; one which necessitates the active participation of us all, and 
which is guided by our highest, shared aspirations. 

In fact, many of the solutions to the challenges we face are already 
known, but have not been implemented. What has been lacking is the per- 
sonal commitment and, in a larger context, the collective vision and 
will to act on the knowledge which we have. How do we foster this sense 
of empowerment in ourselves? How do we balance our understanding of the 
Earth as a living being, with the commitment to acting as conscious 
parts of Gaia? How do we integrate our individual responses to the call 
of the Earth into collective action which is a synthesis of our unique 
expressions of spirit? 

This Gathering is being convened to address these issues, and to facili- 
tate each of us responding to this call to action. It will be a partici- 
patory, experiential event in which we can each share our spiritual con- 
nection with the planet and celebrate a unity of purpose which tran- 
scends the diversity of our lives. If you feel ready to take another 
step in your life, to work to create a positive future for humanity, and 
for Gaia, we invite you to join us at this time. 

We took fomard t o  uelcoming you. Do not hes i ta te  t o  m i t e  t o  us i f  you 
u i sh  any further d e t a i l s  on the Gathering: Conference Secretar iat  - One 
Earth: A Call t o  Action - Cluny Hil l  College, Forres IV36 ORD, Scotland. 



i f d a  d o s s i e r  54 . j u l y f a u g u s t  1986 l e t t e r s / l e t t r e s / c a r t a s  

FROM P A K I S T A N  ; 

We have been r e c e i v i n g  t h e  I F D A  D o s s i e r  r e g u l a r l y  and f i n d  I t  extremely 
i m p r e s s i v e ,  thought-provoking and u s e f u l  i n  every r e s p e c t .  The a r t i c l e s  
g e n e r a l l y  a r e  of a  ve ry  h igh  s t a n d a r d .  We would p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e  t o  
c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on cover ing  i n  a  b r i l l i a n t  manner t h e  s u b j e c t s  p e r t a i n -  
i n g  t o  t h e  Th i rd  World. 

M .  Sndfq  Kal ik ,  Executive Pres iden t ,  Rural Development F~?^cr.,-&Â¥:-f-io yf 
Pakistan,  Is Lmabad 

D E  M E X I C O  
Esta  e s  por  l a  u r g e n c i a  de a g r a d e c e r l e s  s u  r e v i s t a  que hernos r e c i b i d o  en 
e l  t r a n s c u r s o  d e l  85.  DC mucho nos ha s e r v i d o  para  e n t e n d e r  desde aca  
10s a c o n t e c i m i e n t o s  que a  todos  nos  a t a n e n  como son una mejor  conviven- 
c i a  e n t r e  10s  s e r e s  humancs y  una integration con e l  Universe .  

Camen Verguesa Parrn, CO LÂ¥L,w 

FROM V I E T  NAM 

The J u t e  Machinery Manufacturing Programme has  i n  r e a l i t y  a  wider  scope  
of a c t i v i t y  than  j u s t  p roduc ing  machinery.  It i s  i n  f a c t  a n  i n t e r d i s c i -  
p l i n a r y  endeavour t o  b u i l d  up t h e  j u t e  i n d u s t r y  a s  a  s e l f - r e l i a n t  deve l -  
opment p r o j e c t .  Hence we a r e  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  development s t u d i e s  i n  
g e n e r a l  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  problems of d a n s f e r  of t echnology ,  ecode- 
velopment ,  e t c .  We happen t o  g e t  a  copy of  IFTA D o s s i e r ,  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  
which i s  of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  o u r  work. We would t h e r e f o r e  be  g r a t e f u l  
t o  r e c e i v e  a copy of t h e  D o s s i e r ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  from 1980 on ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
o t h e r  documents r e l e v a n t  t o  development i s s u e s .  On o u r  p a r t ,  we s h a l l  
t r y  t o  communicate o u r  e x p e r i e n c e .  

Dan Quan Duo, Chuong t r i n h  Nghien aCu vd San yuat Th i e t  h i  D a y ,  HoChi- 
Minh C i t y  

FROM H O L L A N D  

I want t o  thank  you f o r  having s e n t  me t h e  D o s s i e r  s o  p u n c t u a l l y  every  
o t h e r  month f o r  more than  two y e a r s .  I f i n d  i t  ex t remely  v a l u a b l e  t o  a l l  
t h o s e  who a r e  concerned w i t h  t h e  development of t h e  Th i rd  World and t h e  
complexi ty of t h e  p rob l6mat ique  i m p l i e d .  I would t h e r e f o r e  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  
i f  you would keep send ing  me t h e  D o s s i e r .  To t h a t  e f f e c t  I w i l l  s h o r t l y  
forward you a  "mandat de p o s t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l "  i n  t h e  amount of Sw.Fr.48. 

FROM C O R N E L L  U N I V E R S I T Y ;  U S A  

T h i s  i s  t o  in form you of t h e  g r a t i t u d e  of o u r  f a c u l t y  and g r a d u a t e  s t u -  
d e n t s  f o r  t h e  IFDA D o s s i e r  which we have been r e c e i v i n g  on a  r e g u l a r  
b a s i s .  Our s t u d e n t s  a r e  mos t ly  from A s i a ,  A f r i c a  and L a t i n  America and 
o u r  f a c u l t y  i s  p r i m a r i l y  invo lved  i n  r e s e a r c h ,  t e a c h i n g  and e x t e n s i o n  



a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  Th i rd  World development. We f i n d  t h e  IFDA D o s s i e r  
a u s e f u l  document and t r u s t  t h a t  you w i l l  keep u s  on your m a i l i n g  l i s t .  

J .  L'in Compton, I thaca 

FROM INDIA 
I r e c e n t l y  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  go th rough  IFDA D o s s i e r  4 4 ,  and I f e e l  
i t  is  r e a l l y  an e x c e l l e n t  document. I f i n d  i t  ex t remely  u s e f u l .  I am 
unab le  t o  f i n d  p roper  words t o  e x p r e s s  my g r a t i t u d e .  I  wish t h e r e f o r e  t o  
a s k  f o r  your  k i n d n e s s  t o  i n c l u d e  my a d d r e s s  i n  your m a i l i n g  l i s t  t o  r e -  
c e i v e  IFDA D o s s i e r  r e g u l a r l y .  

FROM BRAZIL 
We've been  want ing  t o  w r i t e  you f o r  a  long  t ime t o  e x p r e s s  our  thanks  
f o r  hav ing  i n c l u d e d  u s  i n  IFDA D o s s i e r ' s  m a i l i n g  l i s t .  I t  h a s  b rought  u s  
t h e  most v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and h a s  been of s i g n i f i c a n t  h e l p  i n  t h e  
work we c a r r y  on.  We s p e c i a l l y  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you f o r  your  a r t i c l e  on t h e  
UN 4 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  and f o r  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  Ambassador Lewis'  
speech (Doss ie r  4 9 ) .  We 3rd  w o r l d e r s  do s u r e  need p e o p l e  l i k e  you. 

Magda Renner, Porto Ategre 

FROM NIGERIA 
I am s o r r y  t o  be d i s t u r b i n g  you. I am p r i v i l e g e d  t o  be  on your m a i l i n g  
l i s t  s i n c e  t h e  t h i r d  system p r o j e c t  was launched.  I had been r e c e i v i n g  
t h e  D o s s i e r  ve ry  r e g u l a r l y  u n t i l  1981 when I l e f t  England. D o s s i e r  16 
was t h e  l a s t  t o  r e a c h  me. I am absymally f r u s t r a t e d .  I am d e p r i v e d  of an 
e s s e n t i a l  r e a d i n g .  I  am imprisoned and ignored  as t h e  D o s s i e r  a lways has  
a l t e r n a t i v e  i d e a s  which can  r e p l a c e  d a r k n e s s  w i t h  l i g h t ,  d e s p a i r  w i t h  
hope. I n  s h o r t ,  no o t h e r  r e a d i n g  s a t i s f i e s  my c o n s c i o u s ,  r eason ing  and 
psyche a s  does  t h e  IFDA D o s s i e r .  I need your  h e l p  and s o o n e s t  p l e a s e .  
Thank you. I s h a l l  b e  most g r a t e f u l  i f  you can  a i r m a i l  t o  my new a d d r e s s  
a l l  c u r r e n t  and back i s s u e s  s t a r t i n g  from N017 p l e a s e .  

B.S. Lema, Kaduna 

O N  IFDA'S BIRTHDAY 
We c o n g r a t u l a t e  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Foundat ion f o r  Development A l t e r n a -  
t i v e s  f o r  s o  s t e a d f a s t l y  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  i d e a  and a r t i c -  
u l a t i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t i e s  of  " a n o t h e r  development". See IFDA D o s s i e r  50 
of Nov/Dec 1985 f o r  a  b r i e f  account  - a l s o  f o r  West German ex-Federal  
Government M i n i s t e r  Erhard Epple r  on rnaldevelopment i n  i n d u s t r i a l  coun- 
t r i e s ,  and Jimo Omo-Fadaka on peace and development and t h e  need t o  
"move beyond conce iv ing  peace a s  n e g a t i o n  of war and towards peace a s  a  
new paradigm of  l i f e  i t s e l f " .  

Turning Point Newsletter, The Old Bakehouse, Cholsey, Oxon OX10 9NV, UK 

CORRIGENDUM 
A l e t t e r  from Malawi ( D o s s i e r  53)  was e r r o n e o u s l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Z . D .  
Kadzamira. The r e a l  au thor  was David Kerr. Our a p o l o g i e s  t o  bo th .  



ifda dossier 48 . july/august 1965 footnotes/notes/notas 

!/.B. Documents mentioned in the fol'i-ouing section are not avai lable  
from IFDA but, depending cn the case, from y^bt^she^s, bookshops or the 
address indicated after tne description of the d c r ' m e n t ,  

LOCAL S P A C E  

. The E.F. Schurnacher S o c i e t y  is  p u b l i s h i n g  i t s  annua l  EFS l e c t u r e s .  
Among them: 

(Box 

Char lene  S p r e t n a k ,  Green P o l i t i c s :  The S p i r i t u a l  Dimension, 40pp. 

Frances  Moore Lappe, Towards a  P o l i t i c s  of Hope: Lessons From a  
Hungry World, 32pp. 

K i r k p a t r l c k  S a l e ,  Mother of A l l :  An I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Bioreg iona l i sm,  
3 7 ~ ~ .  
7 6 ,  FiD Grea t  B a r r i n g t o n ,  MA 01230, USA). 

Among t h e  r e c e n t  DFU Gender and P lann ing  Working Papers :  

C a r o l i n e  O.N. Moser, R e s i d e n t i a l  Level  S t r u g g l e  and Consciousness:  
The Exper iences  of Poor Women i n  Guayaqui l ,  Ecuador,  36pp. 

S y l v i a  Chant ,  Family Composi t ion and Housing C o n s o l i d a t i o n :  & 
Case of Q u e r e t a r o ,  Mexico, 28pp. 

Marina Fernando,  Women's P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Housing Process :  E 
Case of K i r i l l a p o n e ,  S r i  Lanka, 25pp. 

I r e n e  Vance, Women's P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Self-Help Eousing:  The San 
J u d a s  B a r r i o  P r o j e c t ,  Managua, Nica ragua ,  37pp. 

C a r o l i n e  O.N.  Moser, Housing P o l i c y  and Women: Towards a  Gender 
Aware Approach, 37pp. 

(Development P lann ing  U n i t ,  B a r t l e t t  School  of A r c h i t e c t u r e  and Plan- 
n i n g ,  9  Ends le igh  Gardens,  London WC1H OED, UK). 

. S u n d a r i  Ravindran,  H e a l t h  I m p l i c a t i o n s  of Sex D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  
Childhood (Geneva: World H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n  & United Nat ions  C h i l d r e n ' s  
Fund, 1986) 35pp. 

. A. Imam, R .  P i t t i n  and H. Omole ( e d s ) ,  Women and t h e  Family (1985) 
273pp. (Women i n  N i g e r i a ,  FOB 253, Samaru Z a r i a ,  N i g e r i a ) .  

. P a t r i c i a  B i f a n i ,  'Women and Development i n  ~ f r i c a '  i n  J o u r n a l  of 
E a s t e r n  A f r i c a n  Research and Development (Volume 15 ,  1985) 267pp. 
(Cideon S. Were P r e s s ,  FOB 10622 ,  N a i r o b i ,  Kenya). 

. M .  Ange l ica  Meza (comp.) ,  La o t r a  mitad d e  C h i l e  (San t iago :  CESOC) 
323pp. Las muje res  toman l a  p a l a b r a .  Luego de un prolongado s i l e n c i o ,  
su rgen  g rupos  de mujeres  o r g a n i z a d a s  que c u e s t i o n a n  1 0 s  v a l o r e s  de l a  
f a m i l i a  y  l a  soc iedad  de c o r t e  p a t r i a r c a l  y  luchan  por  l a  liberation 
femenina.  Un movimiento de dimensiones u n i v e r s a l e s  s e  hace p resence  tam- 



b i e n  en C h i l e ,  asumiendo c a r a c t e r l s t i c a s  p r o p i a s  y en t roc2ndose  con ex- 
p e r i e n c i a s  h i s t 6 r i c a s  a n t e r i o r e s .  E l  fgminismo e s  polgmico.  P ide  demo- 
c r a c i a  en l a  soc iedad  y  en l a  c a s a .  Une 10 p u b l i c 0  y 10 p r i v a d o ,  l a  po- 
l i t i c a  y  l a  s e x u a l i d a d .  (La Bolsa 6 4 ,  O f i c i n a  121,  S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e ) .  

. P a n i e l  Camacho y R a f a e l  Menj lva r ,  K v i m i e n t o s  p o p u l a r e s  en C e n z  
amer ica  (San J o s e :  EDUCA, 1985) 520pp. Los t r a b a j o s  que s e  i n c l u y e n  en 
e s t e  l i b r o  mues t ran ,  de modo p a r t i c u l a r ,  l a s  d i f e r e n t e s  e x p r e s i o n e s  de 
l a  soc iedad  c i v i l  cen t roamer icana  en e l  pe r lodo  comprendido e n t r e  1970 y 
1983. Las t e n s i o n e s ,  muchas v e c e s  v i o l e n t a s ,  e n t r e  l o s  movimientos popu- 
7 . -  , -dLes y  l a  soc iedad  p o l l t i c a  i n d i c a n  un a l t o  g rado  de p o l a r i z a c i t i n  y  de 

c o n f l i c t o .  E l  enfoque de hechos y  c i r c u n s t a n c i a s  d e l  p roceso  h i s t o r i c 0  
r e v e l a n  que l o s  s u j e t o s  s o c i a l e s  de l a  c o n t l i c t i v a  r e a l i d a d  de Centro-. 
america s e  mueven y  a r t i c u l a n  en una misma direction f r e n t e  a 1  Es tado .  
(Apartado 64 ,  Ciudad U n i v e r s i t a r i a  Rodrigo F a c i o ,  Cos ta  R i c a ) .  

. Manuel B e r r e r a .  H e l i a  Henr iuuez .  T e r e s i t a  Selame. i n t r o d u c t i o n  . 
d ' ~ 1 a I n  T o u r a i n e ,  x n d i c a t s  e t  E t a t  dans l e  C h i l i  contempo& (Gengve: 
VNRISD, Rapport V 8 4 . 1 ,  1985) 166pp. 

. NSZZ S o l i d a r n o s c ,  Po land  i n  1985 ( B r u s s e l s ,  1986) 71pp. On 31 Au- 
g u s t  1985 - t h e  f i f t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  s i g n i n g  of t h e  Gdansk Agreement 
and t h e  emergence of NSZZ "Sol ida rnosc"  - a  500-page Report  e n t i t l e d  
"Poland:  F ive  Years  A f t e r  August" was r e l e a s e d  by Lech Walesa,  t h e  
Union ' s  P r e s i d e n t .  The Report  p r e s e n t s  an assessment  of t h e  o v e r a l l  s i -  
t n a t i o n  i n  Poland and p r o f f e r s  some p r o s p e c t s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  a l s o  
p roposes  g e n e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  measures  t h a t  bo th  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  
Poland and t h e  Union 's  l e a d e r s h i p  shou ld  u n d e r t a k e .  T h i s  b o o k l e t  i s  an 
e d i t e d  c o m p i l a t i o n  c'f e x t e n s i v e  e x c e r p t s  from t h e  Repor t .  A condensed 
v e r s i o n  of t h e  Union 's  a a i n  Program i s  inc luded  t o  providr;  a n  o r i e n t a -  
t i o n a l  background.  ( 9  av .de  l a  Joveuse  E n t r e e ,  l040 B r u s s e l s ,  Belgium). 

Jenny P e a r c e ,  Promi5ed E: Peasan t  R e b e l l i o n  i n  Ct~?.latenango El 
Sa lvador  (London: LAB, 198b) 324pp. T h i s  book t r a c e s  how, d e s p i t e  50 
p-- 

y e a r s  of s y s t e m a t i c  and b i u t a l  r e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s  began t o  organ-  
i z e  themse lves .  I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  growing l a n d l e s s n e s s  and mise ry ,  they 
formed a  un ion  i n  t h e  1970s t o  f i g h t  f u r  cheaper  c r e d i t ,  lower r e n t s  and 
b a t t e r  wdges on the  p l a n t a t i o n s .  Toge ther  w i t h  o t h e r  l a b o u r  o rgan lza -  
t i o n s ,  they  c r e a t e d  one of t h e  b e s t  o rgan ized  and must combative popula r  
movements e v e r  s e e n  i n  L a t i n  America. When t h e  deepening p o l i t i c a l  c r i -  
s i s  l e d  t o  c i v i l  war t h i s  p rov ided  t h e  founda t ion  f o r  t h e  g u e r i l l a  army 
and t h e  c i v i l i a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  c o n t r o l l e d  by  i t .  Here t h e  
p e a s a n t s  were a b l e  t o  e l e c t  c o u n c i l s ,  t o  run  h e a l t h  and e d u c a t i o n  pro- 
grammes and t o  o r g a n i z e  p r o d u c t i o n  - f o r  d i e  f i r s t  t ime t u  r e a l i z e  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  of t h e i r  l i v e s .  ~ r o m i s e d  Land p r o v i d e s  t h e  background t o  un- 
de rs tcmding  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  and where s o l u t i o n s  may l i e  i o r  t h e  people of 
l Sa lvador .  ( 1  h e l l  S t r e e t ,  London E C 1 R  LUL, W ) .  

. Kenneth HermeLe, C~>~f~~!p~rary&nd>Jruggles ,  on t-he Limpopo: A -. Cast? ~. . . 

Sc-idy of Chokue, Mozambique 1950-1035 ( M E T ,  1986) 26pp. (L 'r . iversicy sf 
Uppsala.  St . .  G l o f s g a t a n  11 E ,  753 21 Uppsala ,  Sweden). 

. F .  B o i r a l ,  J-F. L d n t e r i  e c  J-P. O l i v i e r  d e  Sardan ,  Paysans ,  e x p e r t s  
e t  c h e r c h e u r s  en Afr lque  n o i r e  ( P a r i s :  fc-dltion5 Ki i r tba la ,  1385) 224pp. --- 



P l u s i e u r s  c a t e g o r i e s  d ' a c t e u r s  s o n t  2 l ' o e u v r e  dans l l e n t r e p r i s e  du de- 
veloppement  r u r a l  en Afr ique  n o i r e :  l e s  paysans eux-memes, l e s  reprgsen-  
r a n t s  d e  l 1 E t a t ,  l e s  e x p e r t s  e t r a n g e r s  e t ,  e n f i n ,  l e s  c h e r c h e u r s  en s c i -  
e n c e s  s o c i a l e s  ( e t h n o l o g u e s ,  l i f i g u i s t e s ,  s o c i o l o g u e s  ... ) d e n t  l e s  en- 
q u z t e s  e t  l e s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n a l y s e n t  e t  r e v e l e n t  l e s  en jeux  en c u u r s .  
Dans c e t  u n i v e r s  aux a c t e u r s  n u l t i p l e s ,  que peuvent b i e n  a v o i r  2 d i r e  
l e s  c h e r c h e u r s  en s c i e n c e s  s o c i a l e s  de l'ORSTON, du CNRS ou d e  i f U n i v e r -  
s i t e ?  F i l l e r e  a r a c h i d e  au Senega l ,  r i z i c u l t u r e  i r r l g u 6 e  en C3te d ' l v o i -  
r e  c a f e  e t  cacao au Togo.. . A  p a r t i r  d 1 6 t u d e s  d e  c d s ,  c e t  oi ivrage rend 
compte d e s  n o u v e l l e s  d i r e c t i o n s  d e  l ' a n t h r o p o l o g i e  e t  de l a  s o c i o l o g i e  
du dgveloppdment. ( 2 2 - 2 4 ,  bd Arago, 75013 P a r i s ,  F rance) .  

. O c t a v i o  G e t i n o ,  S: CECODSSA, U= e x p e r i e n c i a  d e  comuilicaci6n 
p----- 

r u r a l  (1985) 56pp. (CIMCA,  Apartado 5828, La Paz ,  B o l i v i a ) .  

. Ren6 Berger ,  " L ' a r t  e t  s e s  n s u v e l l e s  i n t e r f a c e s "  dans  O?US Tnte rna-  
t i o n a l  (?LOO, 1986) pp.9-15 (4 rue  de Nevers ,  75006 P a r i s ,  F r a n c e ) .  .- 

. Lani  S .  Stephenson ( e d ) ,  S c h i s t o s o m i a s i s  and M a l n u t r i t i o n  ( C ~ r n e l l  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  N"16, 1986) 192pp. ( D i v i s i o n  of N u t r i t i o n a l  S c i e n c e s ,  Savage 
H a l l ,  I t h a c a ,  New York 1485-1-6301, USA;. 

. The A r c h i t e c t  a s  Enab le r  of User Heuse Planrlin and Desigri ( S t u t t -  
g a r t :  K a r l  Krimer Ver lag ,  1985).  Choosing "enab111ifi Lhe the-ae f o r  
t h e  1984 Competi t ion f o r  S t u d e n t s  of A r c h i t e c t u r e  was f o r  i t s  s p o n s o r s ,  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Union of  A r c h i t e c t s  and UNESCO, a  way of conveying t o  
t h e  s c h o o l s  of a r c h l t e c c u r e  t h e  i d e a  of a r c h i t e c t s  s e r v i c i n g  a  c o i l e c -  
f i v e  c l i e n t ,  i . e .  g roups  of p r o s p e c t i v e  u s e r s  who w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  and c o n s t r ~ i c t i o n  of t h e i r  uvn  d w e l l i n g s .  The l a r g e  nucber 
of e n t r i e s ,  s e n t  from a l l  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s ,  demons t ra ted  t h e  s c h o o l s '  
growing i n t e r e s t  i n  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  and c o r n u n i t y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and showed 
t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  interpr.?t":cions t h a t  can be  g i v e n  t o  t h e  "enab l ing"  t a s k .  
 nabli ling", and the concep t ion  of housing i t  i m p l i e s ,  p r o v i d e s  answers  
t o  t h e  hous ing  needs  of t h e  w o r l d ' s  m a j o r i t y .  T h i s  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  of AW - 
A r c h i t e k t u r  + Wettbewerbe ( l t i l p p ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  DH32) w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  make t h e  b u t l d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n  
makers aware of t h e  importance and scope  of p a r t i c i p a t o r y  e n a b l i n g  a r -  
c h i t e c t u r e  ( P o s t f a c h  808 ,  7000 S t u t t g a r t  1, FRG?.  

. Edward Maltby* Wateriogxed Wealth (London: Earchscan ,  1986) 2GOpp. 
Man's t r a d i t i o n a l  r esponse  t o  swamps, marshes and bogs h a s  been t o  d r a i n  
them. But w e t l a n d s  a r e  HOC w a s t e l a n d s .  C o a s t a l  marshes a r e  among t h e  
w o r l d ' s  mcst p r o d u c t i v e  ecosystems.  They make many commercial f i s h e r i e s  
p o s s i b l e  and p r o t e c t  c o a s t s  from f l o o d s  and s to rm s u r g e s .  Wetlands a r e  
p o l l u t i o n  f i l t e r s ,  wa te r  r e s e r v o i r s .  They a r e  among t h e  l a s t  w i l d  p l a c e s  
on e a r t h ,  o f f e r i n g  homes t o  endangered p l a n t s ,  b i r d s  and an imals .  biater- 
logged Wealth e x a n i n e s  t-he v a l u e  of swamps and marshes,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
t h r e a t s  a g a i n s t  them. I n  doing s o  i t  t a k e s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  some of t h e  
w o r l d ' s  most b i z z a r e  l andscapes :  t h e  " i n l a n d  d e l t a "  of t h e  Niger  River  
i rk  d r o u g h t - s t r i c k e n  Mall ;  [.he w i l d l i f e - r i c h  Okavango swamps i n  Botswana; 
t h e  wa te r logged  S u ~ d s r b a n  f o r e s t s  of I n d i a  and Bangladesh,  where t i g e r s  
e a t  f i s h  and c r a b s .  C i v i l i s a t i o n  began ar0ur.d we t lands ;  t o d a y ' s  c i v i l i -  
s a t i o n  h a s  good reason  t o  l e a v e  them wet and w i l d .  ( 3  Ends le igh  S t ree t : ,  
London ' iC I f l  O D D ,  UK). 



. Wolf Scoot  and N . T .  
F i v e  Years  (Vol .111 i n  
t h e  Loca l  L e v e l )  150pp. 

Mathew, Moni to r ing  Change i n  K e r a l a :  The F i r s t  
t h e  s e r i e s  A Development Moni to r ing  S e r v i c e  a t  
(Geneva: UNRISD, 1985).  

. Giinter W a l l r a f f ,  T c t e  de t u r c  ( P a r i s :  E d i t i o n s  de l a  Dgcouverte ,  
1986) 309pp. Pour dsmasquer l e s  i m p o s t e u r s ,  il f a u t  p a r f o i s  s e  masquer. 
W a l l r a f f ,  j o u r n a l i s t e  a l l emand ,  s ' e s t  t r a n s f o r m s  en t r a v a i l l e u r  t u r c  
inmigr6 pendant  deux a n s .  Son r e p o r t a g e  au coeur  des t6nGbres e s t  acca-  
b l a n t  pour  1 'Allemagne - mais l a  France e t  l e s  a u t r e s  pays i m p o r t a t e u r s  
de main d ' o e u v r e  q u a s i  e s c l a v e  ne s o n t  pas  m e i l l e u r s .  E t  au moins l e s  
Allemands o n t - i l s  dscouver t  un a s p e c t  de l e u r  r E a l i t 6 :  deux m i l l i o n s  
d ' e x e m p l a i r e s  o n t  6 t e  vendus en q u a t r e  mois. ( 1 ,  p l a c e  Pau l -Pa in levg ,  
P a r i s  V ,  F r a n c e ) .  

NATIONAL SPACE 

. L u i s  Enr ique  Dglano, Balmaceda - H i s t o r i a s  de l a  H i s t o r i a  (CESOC, 
1985) 160pp. (La Bolsa  64 ,  O f i c i n a ,  1 2 1 S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e ) .  

. Ani ta  Fresno  d e  Le igh ton ,  Recuerdos - Afec tos  que Agradecemox 
Hechos que Perdonamos (CESOC, 1985) 177pp. 

. E r n e s t o  Edwards e t  a l i a ,  Ahorro,  i n v e r s i o n  y  d e s a r r o l l o  n a c i o n a l  
( S a n t i a g o :  C e n t r e  d e  E s t u d i o s  d e l  D e s a r o l l o ,  1986) 2 8 3 ~ ~ .  En e l  C h i l e  de . . 
1985, e l  desempleo e f e c t i v o  s i g u e  a lcanzando  a  m5s de un q u i n t o  de l a  
f u e r z a  de t r a b a j o ,  1 0 s  s a l a r i e s  r e a l e s  f u e r o n  un 20% i n f e r i o r e s  a  Los de 
1982, un c e r c i o  de 10s c h i l e n o s  permaneci6 en l a  i n d i g e n c i a  y  e l  consumo 
? o r  h a b i t a n t e  r e s u l t 6  apenas  s u p e r i o r  a 1  de hace un c u a r t o  de s i g l o .  La 
recuperation d e  una democarcia  e s t a b l e  p a r a  C h i l e  e x i g e ,  en pr imer t 6 r -  
mino, impulsa r  una e f e c t i v a  reactivation de c o r t o  p l a z o ,  que l i b e r e  l a s  
e n e r g i a s  con ten idad  d e  l a  economia y  p o s i b i l i t e  tin c r e c i m i e n t o  d e l  i n -  
g r e s o  y ,  subsecuen temente ,  de l a  t a s a  d e  a h o r r o  i n t e r n o .  E l l a  c c n s t i - .  
t u i r a  l a  p r i n c i p a l  f u e n t e  d e  f i n a n c i a m i e n t o  de un c r e c i m i e n t o  m5s d i n s -  
mico d e  l a  i n v e r s i o n  que s o s t e n g a  una p o l l t i c a  de d e s a r r o l l o  de mediano 
y l a r g o  p l a z o  basada  en l a  expans ion  de .los s e c t o r e s  p r o d u c t i v o s  b 5 s i -  
cos .  (Nueva d e  Lyon 128,  S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e ) .  

. Solon Bar rac lough ,  Une a n a l y s e  p r e l i m i n a i r e  du sys t sme  a l i m e n t a i r e  
du Nicaragua (Gensve: UNRISD, 1985) 138pp. ( P a l a i s  d e s  Na t ions ,  1211 -- 
Geneva 1 0 ,  S u i s s e ) .  

. Mandhyala E.G. T i l a k ,  A n a l y s i s  of Cos t s  of Educat ion i n  I n d i a  (New 
Delh i :  NIEPA O c c a s i o n a l  Paper  NolO, 1985) 57pp. (17B S r i  Aurobindo Marg, 
New Delh i  110 016, I n d i a ) .  

. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Emergency Committee, Emergency - S r i  Lanka (London: 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A l e r t ,  1986) 43pp. J u d i t h  Hart  w r i t e s  i n  h e r  p r e f a c e :  
Events  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  have b rought  S r i  Lanka t o  t h e  c e n t r e  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  concern .  I t  i s  a  t r a g e d y  t h a t  a  coun t ry  which has  made 
such  p r o g r e s s  s i n c e  independence i n  i t s  economic and s o c i a l  development 
- vvith i t s  tremendo~ito d.chievernents i n  i i t e r d c y  and h e a l t h  - shou ld  now 
be s o  deep ly  t o r n  by s t r i f e .  It i s  even more t r a g i c  t h a t  i t  has  become a  
coun t ry  where human r i g h t s  a r e  no l o n g e r  r e s p e c t e d .  Given t h e  well-docu- 
mented and a u t h o r i t a t i v e  ev idence  on t h i s ,  t h e  b e s t  f r i e n d s  of S r i  Lanka 
cannot  be o t h e r  than  deep ly  concerned and anx ious  f o r  i t s  f u t u r e .  i f  
answers  a r e  t o  be found t o  che p o l i t i c a l  and e t h n i c  c o n f l i c t  i n  S r i  



Lanka, there must be an understanding of its history. The Emergency Com- 
mittee on Sri Lanka publishes this account as a contribution to the ana- 
lysis of the crisis. (24 Chancery Lane, London WC2A lLS, UK). 

. Nagai Michio and Miguel Urrutia (eds), Meiji Ishin: Restoration and 
Revolution (Tokyo: UNU, 1985) 228pp. This work brings together divergent 
ideas on the Meiji Restoration, which is viewed variously as a national 
cultural revolution and as the replacement of a feudal regime by one of 
capitalist imperialism. One view put strongly is that the success of the 
Meiji cultural revolution was rooted in the evolution of education in 
Japan. In its economic and technological aspects, the Restoration en- 
couraged the tradition of absorption of foreign technology and educa- 
tional innovation. (Toho Seimei Building, 1-15-1 Shibuya, Shibuya-ku, 
Tokyo 150, Japan). 

. Dominique Olivia et Michel Rod, Les rzles des Universitgs pales- 
tiniennes en territoires occupes (Cisjordanie et Gaza) (GenCve: IUED, 
1986) 123pp. Les auteurs ont sGjourn6 dans les territoires occupgs, ils 
ont visit; les cinq univers i tGspa le s t in i ennes ,  ils ont r6colt6des in- 
formations, les ont "recoupGes" avec leurs propres sources, ils ont men6 
des entretiens.. . Bref, U s  ont cztoy6 Ie "v6cu" des gens. U s  ont fait 
ce que des chercheurs devaient faire sur le terrain dans les limites du 
temps qui leur etait imparti. La qualite des informations contenues dans 
ce travail en tgmoigne. (24 rue Rothschild, 1211 Geneve 21, Suisse). 

. Alfred F. Andersen, Liberating the Early American Dream - A way to 
transcend the Capitalist/Communist dilemma nonviolently (California: Tom 
Paine Institute, 1985) 272pp. "A challengingly significant account of 
how we might readjust the relations between state and society in pursuit 
of a more humane world order. The author's emphasis on political economy 
and constitutional reform are particularly welcome and original contri- 
butions. I recommend all those true realists committed to finding a con- 
structive path to the future to read and reflect upon Andersen's imagin- 
ative proposals" writes Richard Falk. (1155 South Dora Street, Ukiah, CA 
95482, USA). Soft cover, $12.50. 

. Jussi Raumolin (ed), Natural Resources Exploitation and Problems of 
Staples-Based Industrialization in Finland and Canada (Helsinki: FENNIA 
163:2, 1985) 497pp. 

. Amartya Sen. Resources, Values and Development (Oxford: Basil 
Blackwell, 1984) 547pp. This companion volume to "Choice, Welfare and 
Measurement" focuses on some fundamental problems of economic develop- 
ment. Amartya Sen's innovative contributions have had a profound influ- 
ence on development economics. This selection of his essays includes 
recognized classics, such as 'Peasants and Dualism', alongside new work 
presenting fresh ideas and analysis. The first set of essays explores 
the basic features of resource allocation in 'non-wage' systems, such as 
peasant agriculture, dual economies, and cooperative allocation. The 
discussion then turns to investment planning including saving rates, 
discounting and project appraisal. The next group of essays deals with 
shadow pricing and employment policy, paying particular attention to 
political and social constraints as well as economic and technological 
ones. The author goes on to investigate some important issues in welfare 
economics and their relevance to development policy and international 



ethics. He analyses the use of conventions and norms in the perception 
of deprivation and poverty, and in social behaviour involving divisions 
within the family and sex bias in general. The last four essays present 
an original view of the relationship between goods and well-being. They 
examine the welfare basis of real income comparisons, the social roots 
of hunger, and the nature of economic development. A substantial Intro- 
duction brings out the interconnections between the various themes and 
comments on the recent literature relevant to these challenging essays. 
(108 Cowley Road, Oxford OX1 l J F ,  UK). 

. John P .  Lewis & Valeriana Kallab (eris), Development Strategies Re- 
considered (Washington: Overseas Development Council, 1986) 190pp. With, 
among others, chapters by Irma Adelman "A poverty-focused approach to 
development policy"; Jagdish N. Bhagwati "Rethinking trade strategy"; 
Leopoldo Solis and Aurelio Montemayor "A Mexican view of the choice be- 
tween outward and inward orientation"; and Atul Kohli "Democracy and 
development" (1717 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington DC 20036, USA). 

. Vandana Shiva & J .  Bandyopadhyay, "Environmental Conflicts and Pub- 
lic Interest Service" (Bombay: Economic and Political Weekly, Vol XXI, 
N02, 1986). 

. Donald McGranahan, Eduardo Pizarro & Claude Richard, Measurement 
and Analysis of Socio-Economic Development - An enquiry into internatio- 
nal indicators of development and quantitative interrelations of social 
and economic components of development (Geneva: UNRISD, 1985) 504pp. 

R E G I O N A L  SPACE 

. W.A. Ndongko (ed), Economic Cooperation and Integration in Africa 
(Dakar: CODESRIA, 1985) 344pp. Economic cooperation among African coun- 
tries remains one of the major items on the agenda for the development 
of Africa and the sovereignty of its people. This book is a product of 
some of CODESRIA's activities in this field. It consists of papers pre- 
sented at a conference convened in Kinshasa, Zaire. The book starts with 
a discussion of general problems of economic cooperation and integra- 
tion. This is then followed by an examination of the impact of external 
forces on regional economic integration. The third part takes up some 
concrete examples of attempts at regional economic cooperation. In the 
final section, the editor takes a critical look at the future of econo- 
mic cooperation in Africa. (BP 3304, Dakar, Senegal). 

GUY Martin. "The Franc Zone. underdeveloument and dependency in 
~ranco~hone ~frica" in Third world Quarterly   ond don, Third World ~oun- 
dation, 1986) ~0.205-235 (New Zealand House, 80 Haymarket, London SW1Y 

. Carlos Zuzunaga Florez, Las sociedades estancadas (Lima: Centre 
Peruano de Investigacion Aplicada, 1985) 144pp. 

. RAWOO, Food Security in Developing Countries - Research Needs and 
Conditions (The Hague: Advisory Council for Scientific Research in De- 
velopment Problems, 1986) 36pp. (PO Box 90734, 2509 LS The Hague, NL). 



. Pitou van Dijck & Harmen Verbruggen (eds), Export-Oriented Indus- 
trialization and Employment: Policies and Responses with special refer- 
ence to ASFA countries (Manila: Council for Asian Manpower Studies, 
1984) 197pp. 

GLOBAL SPACE 

. Jan Martenson (ed), Subregional Conference for the World Disarma- 
ment Campaign (United Nations, 1985) 175pp. If you go beyond this dread- 
fully boring title, you may find very rich materials and insights pro- 
vided by Miljan Komatina, Muchkund Dubey, Martin Huslid, Liviu Bota, 
among others. (Disarmament Affairs, Rm 3161F, New York NY 10017, USA). 

. IAEWP, Varieties of Peace Education (Bangkok: The International 
Association of Educators for World Peace, 1983) 118pp. Proceedings of 
The European Convention, Hesbjerg Peace Research College, Denmark, Au- 
gust 1983, "Why Not Pentagon for Peace?" (9 Soi Kingchinda, Patipat St., 
Bangkok 10400, Thailand). 

. Keith D. Suter, Nuclear Free Zones: Some Basic Questions (Austra- 
lian Nuclear Free Zones Secretariat, 1985) 26pp. (Town Hall. Sydney, NSK . . 
2000, Australia). 

. Lester R. Brown et al. State of the World 1986 (New York and Lon- 
don: W.W. Norton i Co., 1986) 263pp. This book reveals economic and eco- 
logical threats to security that military forces are ill equipped to 
confront. The report is the third in an annual series from Worldwatch 
assessing worldwide progress toward achieving a sustainable society. A 
natural outgrowth of the Institute's ongoing research, the book is pub- 
lished in response to a growing demand for policy-oriented interdisci- 
plinary analysis. The 1986 report emphasizes the economic, social and 
political consequences of ecological deterioration; proposes a resource- 
based development agenda for Africa; highlights innovations in water use 
and electricity policy; and calls for strategies to banish tobacco and 
enhance child survival. A few points: 

. Of the 122 billion cubic meters pumped from the US groundwater sup- 
ply each year, 26 billion - one-fifth - are nonrenewable. 

. Higher energy prices have caused a virtual revolution in the devel- 
opment of energy-efficient technologies. 

. Much of the nuclear decommissioning bill may fall due in a single 
decade - from 2000 to 2010. 
Almost one-fifth of all US deaths can be traced to cigarette smoke. 

. Global military expenditures in 1985 of $940 billion exceeded the 
income of the poorest half of humanity. 

(500 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10110, USA). 

. LTNEP, Radjation: Doses, Effects, Risks (United Nations Environment 
Programme, FOB 30552, Nairobi, Kenya) 64pp. 

. Ward Morehouse and K. Arun Subramaniam, The Bho a1 Tra ed : What 
Really Happened and What it Means for American Workers and Communities 
at Risk (New York: The Bhopal Action Resource Center, 1986) 190pp. First 
book-length account of the Bhowal tragedy and its implications for Ame- 



rica's workers exposed to similar risks. Addresses the key question of 
who was responsible for this catastrophic accident. Probes the health 
and environmental impact of the disaster which killed at least 5,000 
people and injured more than 200,000. Presents an entirely different 
view of true justice for the poor victims, with a detailed calculation 
of $4.1 billion in compensation for economic losses alone. Explores the 
meaning of Bhopal for US workers and communities exposed to comparable 
industrial hazards. (Suite 9A, 777 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 
10017, USA) 204pp. Price: $15.50. Discount prices available for citi- 
zens' groups. Income from the sale of The Bhopal Tragedy, after meeting 
publication costs, will be used to seek justice for the Bhopal victims 
and to support efforts of communities and workers in both India and the 
United States exposed to high-risk technologies to assert their rights 
to know and to act in protecting themselves and their environment. 

. Peter Thatcher, "Space Technology and Resource Management" in 
nal of International Affairs (Vol.39, NO1, 1985) pp.151-166 (Box 4, In- 
ternational Affairs Bldg, Columbia University, New York, NY 10027, USA). 

. TamZs Szentes, Theories of World Capitalist Economy (Budapest: Aka- 
dgmiai Kiad6, 1985) 408pp. What is the nature of the world economy and 
what are its laws of motion? Does it constitute an organic whole or is 
it a juxtaposition of independent national economies, perhaps the aggre- 
gate of their independent "external" economic relations? Can the high 
level of production of a few countries and the underdevelopment of many 
others be attributed to and explained by domestic (national) conditions 
or rather by the external (international) factors? What are the determ- 
inants of the world crisis? What does unequal international exchange 
mean? What is the real meaning of the principle of the so-called compar- 
ative advantage and costs, and has it been realized in practice at all? 
Has foreign trade and the participation in the international division of 
labour a negative effect on development? Such and similar questions are 
discussed or raised by those internationally well-known scholars (such 
as Prebisch, Myrdal, Furtado, Singer, Emmanuel, Amin, Wallterstein and 
so on) whose theoretical views are critically examined by the author. In 
the final chapter, Szentes draws his own conclusions from the critical 
survey of the old, conventional and the new, reformist or radical theo- 
ries of the world economy. (FOB 24, 1363 Budapest, Hungary). 

. Herb Addo, Imperialism: The Permanent Stage of Capitalism (Tokyo: 
United Nations University, 1986) 182pp. The author presents the view 
that imperialism has been an essential attribute of capitalism since its 
beginning in the late 15th century, whose form only has changed with the 
development of world capitalism, and that Third World societies contri- 
bute to the persistence of imperialism. The liberal, radical and marxist 
conceptions of imperialism are critically analysed, showing the Eurocen- 
tric nature of their basic assumptions. (Toho Seimei Building, 15-1 Shi- 
buya 2-chome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150, Japan). Price USS15.00 

. Karl Wohlmuth, Structural Adjustment in the World Economy and East- 
West-South Economic Cooperation. Report on the Second International Se- 
minar sponsored by the University of Bremen at the Inter-University Cen- 
tre of post-graduate studies, Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia, February-March 
1985. 29pp. 



. Dirk Hansohm und Karl Wohlmuth, Transnationale Konzerne der Dritten 
Welt und der Entwicklungsprozess unterentwickelter Lander (1985) 38pp. 
(Universitat Bremen, Postfach 33 04 40, 2800 Bremen 33, FRG). 

. Kari-Heinz Domdey, Weltwirtschaft und Weltwirtschaftslehre (1984) 
366pp. (Universitats-Bibliotek, Humboldt Universitat, Tauchstelle, . . 
Clara-Zetkin-Strasse 27, 108 Berlin). 

. United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations, Activities of 
Transnational Corporations in South Africa and Namibia and the Respon- 
sibilities of Home Countries with Respect to their Operations in this 
Area (New York, 1986, UN Sales ~'~.85.1I.A.16) 59pp. - 
. United Nations, National Legislation and Regulations Relating to 
Transnational Corporations (New York, UN Sales VE.85.II.A.14) 241pp. 

. Gunilla Andrae and BjCrn Beckman, The Wheat Trap (London: Zed Books 
Ltd, 1985) 180pp. In recent years Nigeria has ben importing one and a 
half million tons of wheat annually, most of it comes from the E A .  
Bread has become 'the cheapest staple food of our people' according to 
one former Head of State. This book examines the economic and political 
logic behind the 'wheat trap': how Third World countries become depend- 
ent on imported food with devasting consequences for local production. 
The authors highlight the role of foreign agribuslness, wheat traders, 
millers and machinery salesman in this process. The flour mills serve as 
bridgeheads. A mass of small indigenous entrepreneurs - the bakers - 
with their mud-ovens and 'appropriate' technology ensure penetration at 
the grassroots level. State institutions and an emerging domestic bour- 
geoisie provide the vital links between the world market and the vil- 
lage. (57 Caledonian Road, London N1 9BU, UK). 

. Clive Y. Thomas, W: Threat or Challene? An assessment of the 
impact of technological developments in the high-fructose corn syrup and 
sucrochemicals industries (1985) 140pp. (IDRC, Box 8500, Ottawa, Canada 
K1G 3H9). 

. David Millwood and Helena Gezelius, G o ~ d  Aid, a study of quality in 
small projects (Stockholm: SIDA, 1985) 246pp. What is good aid? What 
makes it good? are the central questions of this book, with examples 
from projects in Nepal, Tunisia and Kenya. (105 25 Stockholm, Sweden). 

. Philippe Marchesin, Bibliographic sur l'aide alimentaire d'urgence 
et son impact sur la production alimentaire locale dans les pays affec- 
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1 0 s  e f i c i e n t e s  y c r e a z i v o s  (Ap. 47343 Los Chaguaramos, Caracas  DF 
1041-A, Venezuela) .  

. UtneT =d= (N015, 1986):  "Does worker  ownership work?"; "Who owns 
America?"; ..-'-king toward worker  ownership" (FOB 1974, Marion, Ohio 
43305, USA). 

. Le V e n ' d ' e s t  (?6, 1986):  " S p 6 c i a l  peche" (CP 430, P e t i t  Rocher ,  
New Brunswick EOB 2EO, Canada). 

. Vivre  au t rement  (Nos 314,  1985):  "L 'eco le :  h a n t i s e  ou e s p o i r ? "  p a r  
Cheikh Hamidou Kane (ENDA, BP 3370, Dakar, S e n e g a l ) .  

. Waraango (Na13, 1985186): Adieu 1985. . .  Bonjour  l a  f i n  du s i g c l e !  
Vingt-cinq a n s  a p r s s  l e s  " independances a f r i c a i n e s " ,  oG e n  sommes-nous? 
Tout  semble s u g g e r e r ,  d i t  f ro idement  Idy-Carras  Niane,  que  nous en som- 
mes t o u j o u r s  2 l a  case -depar t .  Et l e  c o n s t a t  d e s  echecs  d o i t  i n c i t e r  2 
une r e l e c t u r e  s e r e i n e  d e s  p r o c e s s u s  d e  d6veloppement. Dej2,  d e s  s t r u c -  
t u r e s ,  e n  dehors  d e  l t E t a t ,  t e n t e n t  de f a i r e  f a c e  2 l a  c r i s e . . .  (BP 
1880, Dakar RP, S e n e g a l ) .  

. W a t e r l i n e s  (Vol .4,  N03, 1986):  "How Kenyan women s e e  w a t e r  pro- 
blems" by P a t r i c i a  B i f a n i  ( I n t e r m e d i a t e  Technology P u b l i c a t i o n s  L t d ,  9  
King S t r e e t ,  London WC2E 8HW, W ) .  

. Women's World (No,  1986):  "Women's technology - t h e  h idden  c rea -  
t ion"  ( I S I S ,  CP 2471, 1211 Geneva 2, S w i t z e r l a n d ) .  

. World P o l i c y  J o u r n a l  (Vol.111, N02, 1986):  "The Post-Reagan Econo- 
my: A New Democrat ic  Deal" by J e f f  Faux and "Beyond Crackpot  Moralism: 
R e a l p o l i t i k  and US Fore ign  P o l i c y "  by Alan Wolfe (777 United Nat ions  
P l a z a ,  New York, NY 10017, USA). 
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N.B.  L is t ing a paper beLou does not imply that  i t  u d l  be published. 
Decisions -ir. t h i s  respect are based on ths need for a a e r w i n  balance 
between theires, actors ,  regions and Languages. The edi tors  regret  that  
time makes i t  impossible t o  engage in d i rec t  correspmdence wibh anthers 
aboxt papers. Papers may be obtained d i r e c d y  from the author. 

LOCAL  SPACE 

. Wilson Herdofza, Investigaci6n y participaci6n en la comuna caape- 
sina de el Juncal-Chalguayacu (RIIP, Calle Seniergues 193 y Solano, 
Quito, Ecuador) 17pp. 

. Marfa Jesus Vara, Nota sobre el Institute Intercultural par2 la 
~utogesti6n y la Acci6n Comunal (IXAUCO) (Uni-versidad Autonomia de Mad- 
rid, Paseo Ennita del Santo 22, 28011 Madrid, Espana) 4pp. 

. Kinanga Masala et Muambu Ifulu Kla Butandu, Tradition et developpe- 
merit en Afrique: quelques considerations (Institut SupGrieur de Develop- - 
pement Rural, BP 8251, Kinshasa I, Zaire) 6pp. 

. Muambu lfulu Kia Butandu et Tsudi Wa Kibuti Mambu-Lo, jumeaux 
dans certaines societ6s traditionnelles de I'Afrique noire: Rites, pra- 
tiques, croyances _̂ t dgveloppement (ISDR/MBEO, BP 8251, Kinshasa I, 
Zaire) 13pp. 

. Ashis Nandy, &ltural Frames for Social Intervention: A Credo (Cen- 
tre for the Study of Developing Societies, 29 Rajpur Road, Delhi 110 
054, India) 23pp. 

. K.P. Padmanabhan, Poverty Trap - Disillusionment over Disimpover- 
ishment (College of Agricultural Banking, Reserve Bank of India, Ganesh- 
khind Road, Pune 411 016, India) 21pp. 

. FOMCA, Report on FOMCA's Legal Profession and Legal Profes~ion Act- 
Forum, 10th January 1986 (12B, Uda Flats, Jalan Pantai Baru, 59200 Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia) 7pp. 

N A T I O N A L  SPACE 

. Yildiz Sertel, La mondialisation de lf6conomie, I'Gtat-nation et la 
recherche d'une strategic alternative (c10 Samir Amin. UNITAR, BP 35G1, 
Dakar, Senegal) 23pp. 

R E G I O N A L  SPACE 

. Raoelina Andriambololona, Developpement solidaire - Transfert de la 
science et de la technologie - Exemples de coop6ration international 
Sud-Sud (LPNPA, Universitg de Madagascar, BP 4279, Antananarivo, Mada- 
gascar) 17pp. 
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LE FEMINISME PROPOSE UNE AUTRE VISION 
DE LA CONDITION HUMAINE 

Les femes ont-elles une vision alternative A offrir au mon- 
de? Nous les femes, nous luttons parce que nous scmmes con- 
tre le fait que les homes utilisent Ie pouvoir pour cppri- 
mer. Nous avons vecu l'oppression pendant des millionaires et 
nous n'en voulons plus. Je crois qu'il s'agit l& d'un mes- 
sage nouveau, un message anti-pouvoir. Et dans les visions 
du futur, les femes apporteront beaucoup; elles n'ont ja- 
mais eu Ie pouvoir; elies ont tou~ours et6 opprimc5es. Et 
parce qu'elles connaissent les mefaits du pouvoir elles ne 
veulent plus du pouvcir qui opprime les autres, mais d'une 
forme d'organisation sociale qui soit collective, participa- 
tive et qui permette de voir les vrais probl6mes et de les 
resoudre. 

Je crois qul& Nairobi on est arrive un consensus. Le femi- 
nisme est alors consid6r6 la fois c o m e  une arme, pour 
lutter centre le sous-developpement et pour un autre deve- 
loppement avec les femmes, car Ie feminisme secrete une vi- 
sion d'une soci6t6 alternative sans inegalit6s de race, de 
classe et de sexe. I1 s'aqira alors de lutter, et contre Ie 
sous-developpement dans Ie Tiers Monde et contre le mal- 
developpement dans les pays occidentaux pour de nouvelles 
relations internationales, pour des transformations au ni- 
veau national, pour de nouveaux rapports entre les homes et 
les femes. Ainsi defini, Ie feminisme propose une autre 
vision de la condition humaine. Nairobi a done constitue un 
espace d'expression nouvelle et non un lieu d'affrontement 
entre deux mondes. 
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