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Karen Refugee Committee
Newsletter and Activities Report
July, 2014

For many years, people around the world talk about us, seen about us, and know about us.
Our life and stories have been told many times from every sort of media. We have been identified as
people who have taken refuge from other land and receive the support and protection from United
Nation and generous international NGOs. We were like the fishes kept in a pond and being enjoy
ourselves under the protection of the water. But when the fishes were out of the pond, though they
may still find the green grass and enjoy the new atmosphere, but they were mostly likely will not
survive for long. Forget about when they were thrown out into a dry land. They lives most likely
will not survive. | am giving you this metaphor is not because we want to say that our lives are
lower than the others. | believe that, we all deserve to live as a standard human being and this is
being taught by our forefathers that, though we are just a household of the orphans, one day, the
forgotten orphan of the cock will crow and show off himself to the world.

We are called, Karen Refugee Committee due to the first presence of refugees were
all Karens. The Karens are people who have their own tradition and culture inherited from their
forefathers since time immemorial. Besides, we also have the sayings and proverbs which continue
to nourish our mind and help us to follow their wisdom so that our lives will be enhanced and
prosper. These sayings and proverbs seem to have taken place and being fulfilled one after another.
They are such as, “P’ May Tu Kay Kaw Wee Su, Naw T’ Ba Hsu T’ Ba Gu” “ Htoe Pa Doe K’

Yu So Kwe Pwa, Daw T’ Ka K’ Lu Aor Lu Aor Pwa. ~ Simply means, though we don’t have to

work, we are being fed and look after well. We have the opportunity to resettle to overseas across
the world, traveling through different advanced means of transportation and receive the best
opportunity to learn and educate ourselves. These fulfillments are just amazing and unbelievable.
Yet, there are more sayings which are yet to be fulfilled but there have been signs the show the
coming fulfillment of the prophecy of our forefathers. There will be a day when we all be
reintegrated to our place where we are from, a place where we will live in peace and harmony,
enjoying the liberty and freedom in our land.

May we all try to live our best so that we will not disappoint people who support us, giving
us the best they can. Don’t be disappointed, and doubtful. There will be a day where we will reap the
joy of returning to our homeland.

Best wishes to all the readers and well-wishers. May peace be with you always!



Monthly Activities Report
July-2014

» 01/07/2014 — Some representatives from KRC have meeting with Camp Committee, some
school teachers, and camp commander at Maela camp. The purpose of the meeting
is to reinforce the camp rule regarding the movement in and out the camp, so that
the selling drug, deforestation and human trafficking will strictly be prohibited.

» 02/08/2014 — Vice-Chairperson of KRC met with camp committee, some NGOs representatives,
and camp commander at Umphiem camp prior to the heads-count.

» 03/08/2014 — Some representatives from KRC met with Kachin CSO at KRC office for
fellowship and building relationship. KRC also shared about how it started and what
are the roles and responsibility of the organization.

» 04/08/2014 - Some representatives from KRC have meeting with the Kachin CSO at Mae La
camp. The purpose of the meeting was to share and study about the camp structure
and camp administration

» /07/2014 — KRC's representatives attended PWG meeting which was held at UNHCR office, Mae
Sot. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss about the situation of the camp
which has become strict upon the camp residents. It also discussed about the heads-
count which will be carried out for all the camps. The reason related to the solving
the refugee issue whether they would be resettled or return to their country of origin.

» 8-10/-8/2014 — Some KRC's representatives attended CMWG meeting at Maesariang and
discussed about the Returnee policy, PAB who failed to receive the ration. It also
discussed about the TBC Child Protection Policy and KRC and KnRC will finalized
the Policy for Child Protection by October. Regarding the KnRC Complain
Mechanism, it will finalize at Border Wide Meeting which will be held at Mae La
camp and will also discuss about the TOR.

» 10/07/2014 — KRC's Health Coordinator attended bi-monthly meeting at Maela camp. Other
representatives include PU-AMI, SMRU and Solidarites. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss about the prevention of sickness, training for the camp
residents, mother with pregnancy and sanitation issues.

» 14/07/2014 — KRC representatives and PU-AMI representatives met at KRC's Mae Sot office and
discussed about the preparation for the emergency need for the people during the
heads-count.

» 17/07/2014 — KRC representatives and TBC representatives had meeting at KRC office, Mae Sot,
and discuss about the Shelter and Settlement Guidelines.



» 21-24/07/2014 — Joint Secretary of KRC met with CCSDPT representatives at Htam Him and
Ban Dong Yang camps and discussed about the Information Center, its outcomes
and benefits and further operation of the Center. At the same time having meeting
with the KRC — Kachanaburi branch staffs for information sharing and how to work
together in the future

» 22-24/07/2014 — KRC's Livelihood Coordinator, Health and Communication Coordinators
attended livelihood workshop at Mae Sot. Four objectives of the workshop (1) to
build understanding between TBC staffs and Camp-based livelihood committee, (2)
KRC, KnRC and TBC will be prepared and ready to help camp-based livelihood
committee in relation to their roles and responsibilities, (3) camp-based livelihood to
accept the introduction of Small Scale Livelihood Project under the guidelines and
administration of the camp, and (4) Attendees to be able to provide training to the
respective camps.

» 23/07/2014 — Joint Secretary of KRC attended meeting at Ban Dong Yang camp as was invited
by the Thai government. The delegates presented during the meeting were, Thai
NSC, Saklaburi district officer, camp commander, army representatives, UNHCR,
NGOs and camp representatives. The issues discussed during the meeting include,
camp management, health and education issue, and the position of Thai government
in relation to trade, development programs in Burma. Reading the heads-count and
returning issues are not included in the discussion

» 23-24/07/2014 — KRC's Secretary and ADRA conducted Organization Self-Assessment for the
livelihood program at Ban Don Yang and Htam Him camps.

» 25/07/2014 — KRC's Secretary and ADRA representatives visited Vocational Training College at
Kachanaburi.

» 28/07/2014 — Secretary of KRC along with some delegations went to Umphiem camp to observe
the second round of heads-count. During the second round of heads-count, there are
2,771 people missing and therefore, the third round of heads-count will be
conducted on August, 2014.

» 30-31/07/2014 — Vice-Chairperson of KRC attended the meeting at Nu Poe camp to discuss
about the problem solving mechanism in the camp.



NGO Supporters

TBC — The Border Consortium. Supports with food and shelter material. TBC also supports with
warm clothing for refugees. TBC coordinates with the Camp Management Program to help with
administration and management capacity in all seven camps. TBC provides KRC with
administrative and organizational support and helps with staff remuneration.

ADRA - Adventist Development and Relief Agency. Starting January 2011, ADRA assumed
responsibility for vocational training formerly implemented by ZOA in all seven camps.

WEAVE - Promotes women and children’s education and self-reliance, focusing on household
issues to help women achieve more power, rights, and opportunities in refugee communities.

PU-AMI — Premiere Urgency - Aide Medical International. Supports medical and health facilities.
ARC — American Refugee Committee. Supports medical and health facilities.

M.l. — Malteser International, formerly MHD — Supports medical and health facilities.

World Education — Support for the Institute of Higher Education.

TOPS — Supports educational facilities and nurseries.

COERR - Catholic Office for Emergency Relief and Refugees. Food and educational support.
EVI — Involved with care and support for extremely vulnerable individuals.

H.l. — Handicap International. Supports handicapped refugees with prostheses and rehabilitation. It
also organizes annual sporting events for the handicapped.

UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Supports registration process,
protection, and ultimate safe repatriation. It is currently helping with resettlement issues.

SMRU - Shoklo Malaria Research Unit. Supports malaria control, prevention, and treatment.
SVA — Supports libraries in the camps.

PPAT — Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand. Supports family planning and preventive
education in refugee camps.

SOLIDARITIES — Supports Burmese refugees in the camp to address sanitation issues.

RIGHT TO PLAY —Supports children’s physical activities and sports.

Address: P.O. Box 5
Mae Sot, Tak 63110
Thailand
Tel: (055) Intl: +66 55 532 947
Fax: (055) Intl: +66 55 546 869
E-mail: krc.academic@gmail.com
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Camp Population Report July - 2014

Register people in 7 camps

Age Gender
camps No. of 18 UP Syrs- J6months -f oot Total Pop. Male Female
families 17 yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 3,725 9,489 7,003 2,091 726 19,309 9,221 10,088
Umphiem 2990 5863 2,895 1,898 10,656 5,788 4,868
Nu Po 1,752 3,068 2,012 902 837 6,819 3,443 3,376
Mae La Oon 1,439 3,453 2,369 1,203 165 7,190 3,614 3,576
Mae Ra Moe 1,365 3,186 2,759 1,188 395 7,528 3,910 3,618
Htam Hin 858 1,916 1,230 560 168 3,874 1,918 1,956
Don Yang 462 1,187 749 301 23 2,260 1,088 1,172
Total 12,591 28,162 19,017 8,143 2,314 57,636 28,982 28,654
Unregister people in 7 camps
Age Gender
camps No. of 18 UP Syrs- [omonths-| o o ths Total Pop. Male Female
families 17 yrs 4yrs
Mae La 3,843 13,102 7,198 2,201 273 22,774 11,506 11,268
Umphiem 5,535 10,501 3,037 2,151 15,689 8,096 7,593
Nu Po 931 849 811 533 39 2,232 1,067 1,165
Mae La Oon 631 2,118 1,742 597 57 4,514 2,177 2,337
Mae Ra Moe 956 3,400 2,508 783 208 6,899 3,494 3,405
Htam Hin 153 611 544 158 32 1,345 625 720
Don Yang
Total 12,049 30,581 15,840 6,423 609 53,453 26,965 26,488
New Arrival in 7 camps
Age Gender
camps No. of 18 UP Syrs- [6months-| o o ths Total Pop. Male Female
families 17 yrs 4yrs
Mae La
Umphiem
Nu Po
Mae La Oon 2 28 36 4 2 70 37 33
Mae Ra Moe 1 33 43 1 1 78 43 35
Htam Hin
Don Yang 55 298 184 46 6 534 277 257
Total 58 359 263 51 9 682 357 325




Pre-Screening People in 7 camps

Age Gender
camps fall\lrr?ilc:];s 18 UP i7y ;s;,s 6 nlo;:s " | <6months Total Pop. Male Female
Mae La

Umphiem
Nu Po 2,598 3,476 1,765 634 71 5,946 3,181 2,765
Mae La Oon
Mae Ra Moe
Htam Hin 821 1,613 683 506 93 2,895 1,525 1,370
Don Yang 153 456 232 38 4 730 358 372
Total 3,572 5,545 2,680 1,178 168 9,571 5,064 4,507
Number of PAB People in 7 camps
Age Gender
camps No.of 18 UP Syrs- [omonths-| o oths Total Pop. Male Female
families 17 yrs 4yrs
Mae La
Umphiem
Nu Po
Mae La Oon 30 179 35 18 3 235 127 108
Mae Ra Moe 80 425 191 86 23 725 392 333
Htam Hin
Don Yang
Total 110 604 226 104 26 960 519 441
Boarding House Students in 7 camps
Age Gender
camps No.of 18 UP Syrs- [omonths-| o o ths Total Pop. Male Female
families 17 yrs 4yrs
Mae La 32 1,039 1,039 623 416
Umphiem 10 98 57 155 77 78
Nu Po 139 63 202 93 109
Mae La Oo 170 263 433 232 201
Mae Ra Moe 233 290 523 266 257
Htam Hin 23 28 51 16 35
Don Yang 36 61 97 47 50
Total 42 699 1,801 2,500 1,354 1,146




Feeding Figures in 7 camps

Camps Age Gender
fall\lrr?ilc:];s 18 UP i;/;&:‘s ° nzlo;l:shs "| <6months Toral Fop. Male Female
Mae La 7,505 22,348 14,595 4,560 41,503 21,352 20,151
Umphiem 5,366 5,977 3,675 1,685 11,337 5,667 5,670
Nu Po 2,590 6,385 4,274 1,696 12,355 6,187 6,168
Mae La Oon 2,082 5,924 4,086 1,553 11,563 5,770 5,793
Mae Ra Moe 2,299 6,581 4,643 1,585 12,809 6,487 6,322
Htam Hin 1,288 3,061 2,192 811 6,064 2,933 3,131
Don Yang 641 1,644 1,123 370 3,137 1,577 1,560
G. Total 21,771 51,920 34,588 12,260 98,768] 49,973 48,795
General Population in 7 camps
Camps Age Gender
No.of 18 UP Syrs- [omonths-| o ths Total Pop. Male Female
families 17 yrs 4yrs
Mae La 7,600 22,591 15,240 4,292 999 43,122 21,350 21,772
Umphiem 8,535 16,462 5,989 4,049 26,500 13,961 12,539
Nu Po 5,281 7,532 4,651 2,069 947 15,199 7,784 7,415
Mae La Oo 2,102 5,948 4,445 1,822 227 12,442 6,187 6,255
Mae Ra Moe 2,403 7,277 5,791 2,058 627 15,753 8,105 7,648

Htam Hin 1,832 4,163 2,485 1,224 293 8,165 4,084 4,081
Don Yan 670 1,977 1,226 385 33 3,621 1,770 1,851
G.Total 28,423 65,950 39,827 15,899 3,126 124,802 63,241 61,561
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