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Translation of Myanmar’s newly enacted Media Law 
The following is the unofficial translation of  

Myanmar’s newly enacted Media Law.—Ed
Chapter 1

Title and Definition
1. This law shall be called Media Law.
2. The following expressions contained in this Law 

shall have the meanings given hereunder:
(a) Media means getting, collecting and acquiring 

information, keeping them in documentation, analyzing 
and publishing etc. which shall be performed by Print 
Media, Broadcasting Media, Internet Media whose re-
sponsibilities are taken by the media or public infor-
mation and communication services conducted by any 
other alternative ways by means of various transmis-
sion forms such as texts, voice, picture, audio and visual 
transmission, statistical data, and graphic designs.

(b) Media worker means a person who takes up any 
job related to media industry.

(c) Council means the Media Council of Myanmar 
which is established in accordance with this law.

(d) News broadcasting means broadcasting to the 
public by means of voice, text, or picture.

(e) Newspaper means publications that come out 
regularly encompassing local and international news 
which cover everyday events, and their related descrip-
tions.

(f) Correspondent means a person who collects 
every bit of news and information and sends to any me-
dia.

(g) Mass Media means publications such as book, 
periodical, newspaper, journal, magazine in which 
news, stories, features, poems, cartoons, pictures, pho-
tographs, illustrations etc. are described by broadcasting 
or internet technologies, or by any other means while 
getting involved in the News Media industry either reg-
ularly or at any period which is not specified.

(h) News Agency means an industry, organization, 
a corporation or company which publishes local and in-
ternational news and information to the media acquired 
either by making payment or free of charge.

(i) Censorship means the procedures of editing, 
removing, forbidding or prohibiting of contents to be 
performed before they are being printed out.

(j) Ministry means Ministry of Information of the 
Union Government.

Chapter 2
Objectives

3. Objectives of this law are as follows:
(a) To materialize News Media Industries which 

are offered freedom from censorship to express, pub-
lish, or distribute freely as part of rights and privileges 
granted to every citizen in compliance with regulations 
stated in the national constitution

(b) To ensure that News Media can stand up firmly 
as the fourth Estate of our nation

(c) To guarantee that News Media workers are fully 
provided with their entitlements and freedom

(d) To establish and develop responsibilities, eth-
ics, rules and regulations and practices to be adopted 
within relevant industries and organization

(e) To make news accessible to every citizen
(f) To ensure any complaints, arguments regarding 

publications or broadcasting of a certain media are to be 
settled and negotiated in a conciliatory manner.

Chapter 3
Entitlements of Media Workers

4. The News Media workers shall have the right -
(a) to freely criticize, point out or recommend op-

erating procedures of the legislative, the executive and 
judiciary in conformity with the constitution

(b) to investigate, publish, broadcast information 
and related opinions to which every citizen is entitled in 
accordance with rules and regulations

(c) to reveal issues relating to rights and privileges 
lost by the citizen

(d) to collect information, to be provided with ac-
commodation and to enter into certain offices, depart-
ments and organizations in accordance with regulations 
of relevant departments or organizations.

5. Publications of the News Media industry shall be 
free from censorship.

6. A news media worker is entitled to -

(a) request to see news and information which are 
accessible to the public except statements, photographs, 
and records whose security is rated as per law or direc-
tives of a certain authority or respective organizations

(b) ask for information from non-governmental or-
ganizations, associations or enterprises which are run-
ning their operations by public funds as per the above-
mentioned sub-section (a).

7. While a news media worker is trying to get news 
in compliance with regulations specified by relevant 
and responsible organizations, in the areas where wars 
break out, and where conflicts or riots and demonstra-
tion take place

(a) he/she shall be exempt from being detained by a 
certain security related authority, or his/her equipment 
being confiscated or destroyed.

(b) he/she shall be entitled to ask for their safety 
and protective measures from the security related or-
ganizations.

8. A news media worker -
(a) has to acquire news by describing his name in 

accordance with their ethics. However, when issues like 
public healthcare, concerns which generate negative 
impact to the public security and environmental conser-
vation, corrosions and misconducts are found to occur 
in the activities of legislative, the executive and the ju-
diciary, social and economic sector are very important 
to be investigated and revealed, he can perform inves-
tigation with his name hidden according to regulations 
after getting permission from the relevant editor and 
submit how you conduct these procedures.

(b) In a case for which proper actions are taken 
pursuant to any regulation of this law, equipment and 
accessories of News Media shall be exempt from being 
confiscated, sealed or destroyed unless the order of the 
court of law instructs to do so.

Chapter 4
Responsibilities and Codes of Conduct to be  

complied by News Media workers
9. A News Media worker is responsible to comply 

with the following codes of conduct -
(a) Evaluation shall be performed to ensure accura-

cy and reliability of every bit of information and their 
completeness.

(b) When incorrect news have been published and 
amendment/revision is necessary, and this takes place 
in the Print Media, this revision shall have to be printed 
in the eye-catching position of the page or, if in other 
media, this should be published immediately.

(c) While news regarding some cases for which lit-
igation is being run is published, the person prosecuted 
shall be considered innocent until the court has passed 
its judgment and any news related criticism which 
means disregard to the court shall be avoided.

(d) While news photos, voices and pictures are pub-
lished, improper ways of modifying them with the help 
of certain technologies shall have to be avoided.

(e) Apart from criticisms, opinions and features, no 
other views and opinions of journalist or reporter shall 
be comprised of.

(f) Intellectual properties which belong to others 
shall not be plagiarized or published without asking for 
their permission.

(g) Writing news which relate to the interest of 
the public, writing style which deliberately affects the 
reputation of a specific person or an organization or 
generates negative impact to the human right shall be 
avoided.

(h) Ways of writing which may inflame conflicts re-
garding nationality, religion and race shall be avoided.

(i) Ethics and regulations which are published by 
the Myanmar News Media Council shall be obeyed.

Chapter 5
Establishment of News Media Industry

10. A person who wants to participate in the News 
Media industry is allowed to set up an industry as per 
one of the following options.

(a) Establishment of public limited company or 
non-public limited company or partnerships in con-
formity with existing Companies’ Act of Myanmar

(b) Establishment of industries in conformity 
with Myanmar Citizens’ Investment Law or Foreign  

Investment Law
11. A person who wants to get involved in the News 

Media industry shall have to apply for acknowledge-
ment certificate or business licence according to their 
business types in line with relevant laws.

Chapter 6
Establishment of the council and responsibilities

12. The council is the only organization which can 
perform its tasks independently regarding people from 
mass media in keeping with regulations stated in this 
law.

13. The President shall have to publish declaration 
and establish “Myanmar’s News Media Council” in or-
der that objectives and responsibilities embraced in this 
law shall be realized.

(a) The members shall be one representative, which 
is proposed by the President, and one representative 
each proposed by the Speakers of Pyi Thu Hlut Taw 
(People’s Parliament) and A Myo Thar Hlut Taw (na-
tional Parliament).

(b) Representatives proposed by News Media staff, 
news agencies, publishers, writers, poets, cartoonists 
according to the specific proportion.

(c) Representatives appointed by communities 
which include scholars and professionals from social, 
economic, literature, legal, science and technology 
backgrounds

(d) Number of the council members shall have to be 
specified from the minimum of 15 up to the maximum 
of 30.

14. (a) The council president, vice-presidents, sec-
retary, joint secretaries shall be elected by the majority 
of votes given by the council members.

(b) The name list of the council members elected by 
the abovementioned sub-section (a) shall be submitted 
to the President so that specific responsibilities shall be 
assigned.

15. (a) The service life of a council member is spec-
ified as three years from the date of elected.

(b) A council member shall not be allowed to serve 
their relevant duties more than two service lives con-
tinuously.

16. A council member shall be terminated from his 
employment for one of the following factors

(a) Withdrawal from the council voluntarily
(b) Being dismissed by the President because of 

these factors: they deliberately infringe respective du-
ties or ethics to which a News Media worker has to 
abide by; a council member fails to fulfill his duties to 
meet requirements; he is found to be irrelevant for the 
existing position as he purposely breach regulations 
stated by the committee; two-thirds of the council mem-
bers insisted to remove from their existing designation.

(c) Being sentenced for certain offences and penal-
ties due to their misconducts

(d) Insanity and Decease
17. Functions of the council are as follows:
(a) Monitoring and enhancing the quality of the 

News Media
(b) Negotiating with respective governmental bod-

ies to smoothly handle importation of necessary materi-
als used in the News Media industry

(c) Arranging to hold News Media related work-
shops and seminars

(d) Coordinating with the Mass Media organiza-
tions to offer awards to the outstanding news media 
workers

(e) Developing and implementing plans for the im-
provement of News Media

(f) Publishing news whenever necessary
(g) Appointing an officer - in charge for news pub-

lishing in government departments and entities and peo-
ple-centered organizations to be executed by the council 
in order that accurate and reliable information will be 
accessible to the public

(h) Reporting their operational progress and further 
procedures to be implemented in the future to the Presi-
dent without fail on an annual basis.

18. Responsibilities to be carried out by each com-
mittee shall be stipulated according to principles and 
procedures.
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Hyundai fears smog tax blow to domestic sales
Seoul, 19 March 

— Hyundai Motor Co 
(005380.KS) fears a pro-
posed tax on vehicle car-
bon emissions will slash 
its domestic sales by up to 
10 percent and is pressur-
ing the South Korean gov-
ernment to reverse course, 
according to people famil-
iar with the matter. While 
some experts say the warn-
ings could be overblown, 
they are a stark reminder of 
one of the biggest challeng-
es Hyundai faces — how to 
make greener cars to ward 
off competition from more 
fuel-efficient rivals.

Seoul plans to reward 
and penalise vehicle pur-
chases based on carbon di-
oxide emissions starting in 
January next year, hoping 
to prod consumers to buy 
electric cars and small cars 
with greater fuel efficiency.

The scheme, already 
delayed by almost two 
years amid strong opposi-
tion from Korean and US 
car makers, could deal a 
major blow to Hyundai as 
mid-sized or bigger cars 
account for 60 percent of 
its domestic sales.

South Korea’s big-
gest carmaker estimates 
the proposal could prompt 
9 percent to 10 percent of 
domestic buyers to switch 
to imported cars, three 
people familiar with the 
matter said, quoting Hyun-
dai’s own projections. That 
suggests its annual vehicle 
sales could fall by 46,849 
vehicles, dealing a 1.6 
trillion won ($1.5 billion) 

Cars made by South Korea’s Hyundai Motor Group are seen on a truck at the company’s shipping yard at a port 
in Pyeongtaek in this 25 July, 2013 file photo.—Reuters

blow to revenue, accord-
ing to Reuters’ calcula-
tions based on Hyundai’s 
2013 sales. “Hyundai was 
looking into the worst case 
scenario” when it came up 
with the 9-10 percent fig-
ure, said one of the sources 
who declined to be identi-
fied due to the sensitivity 
of the matter. He said the 
actual impact would be 
smaller once the govern-
ment had finished revis-
ing the scheme. A Hyun-
dai spokesman denied the 
company had produced any 
such sales projection and 
attributed it to the Korea 
Automobile Manufacturers  
Association. The associa-
tion declined to comment 
on its research, citing con-
fidentiality, but said it op-

posed the tax. “We want 
the government to with-
draw the plan ... this will 
only help imported cars 
gain more market share,” 
a senior association official 
said. The current third draft 
of the scheme, obtained by 
Reuters, shows Seoul plans 
to levy up to 7 million won 
($6,600) of tax on vehicles 
that emit more than 126 
grams (4.4 ounces) of car-
bon dioxide per kilometre.

Those emitting less 
than 100 grams can get 
subsidies of up to 7 million 
won, while electric vehi-
cles will receive as much 
as 10 million won in subsi-
dies. In a country where 72 
percent of vehicles are mid- 
to large-sized vehicles, the 
proposal means consumers 

would face a tax burden of 
$1 billion. Of that amount, 
$641 million would be lev-
ied on customers of Hyun-
dai and affiliate Kia Mo-
tors (000270.KS), which 
together control about 70 
percent of the market, in-
dustry estimates showed. 
Park Kwang-shik, a Hyun-
dai executive dealing with 
government affairs, told 
a meeting with regulators 
last month that authorities 
should be careful as the 
industry was already strug-
gling to cope with rising 
competition from Japanese 
car makers benefiting from 
a weaker yen, according to 
a government statement af-
ter the meeting.

The stakes are even 
higher for Hyundai, which 

is also losing market share 
to imported brands that 
have become cheaper 
thanks to free trade deals 
between Korea and the Eu-
ropean Union as well as the 
United States.

Consumers have de-
veloped a particular taste 
for diesel-powered vehi-
cles made by the likes of 
BMW (BMWG.DE) and 
Volkswagen (VOWG_p.
DE) that have greater fuel 
efficiency than Hyundai’s 
mainstay gasoline-powered 
vehicles.

US automakers, which 
have less than 1 percent 
market share but hope to 
increase sales following a 
trade deal, have also asked 
Seoul to reconsider the 
plan.—Reuters
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Chapter 7

Funds and Grants
19. The council shall raise a fund with the following 

income types in order to conduct their services
(a) Grants from the Union Government
(b) Money donated by local and international 

well-wishers
(c) Supports from international and non-governmen-

tal organizations
(d) Contributions from News Media industries.
20. The council is responsible to maintain and record 

funds, to get them audited by the Union Auditor General 
Office and to develop procedures relating to financial ac-
counts and spending funds.

Chapter 8
Taking Actions

21. If any of responsibilities or ethics required in Ar-
ticle 9 are considered to be breached by a News Media 
worker, the aggrieved department, organization or indi-
vidual shall have the right to complain to the council first.

22. When the council receives a complaint as men-
tioned in Article 21, it can be solved by meeting the two 
parties and compromising between them in accordance 
with principles, procedures and regulations.

23. If the two parties cannot work out a compromise 
agreement, or arguments cannot be settled, the complain-
ant or aggrieved party can prosecute the other party at the 
relevant court under applicable laws.

24. Pursuant to sub-section (a) of Article 6, while 

news and information available to the public are request-
ed to be seen, relevant responsible person has to deal with 
this issue so that no refusing, procrastinating or causing 
hindrance to the news collector will be occurred.

Chapter 9
Offences and Penalties

25. (a) Any News Media worker who is determined to 
be guilty by responsibilities and ethics stated in sub-sec-
tion (b) of Article 9 and offensive sentence is passed, he/
she will be fined from the minimum of 100,000 kyats to 
the maximum of 300,000 kyats.

(b) Any News Media worker who is determined to 
be guilty by responsibilities and ethics stated in sub-sec-
tion (d), (f) and (g) of Article 9 and offensive sentence is 
passed, he/she will be fined from the minimum of 300,000 
kyats to the maximum of 1,000,000 kyats.

26. If any News Media worker is considered to vio-
late restrictions specified in sub-section (h) of Article 9, 
he/she will be taken proper actions by applicable existing 
laws.

Chapter 10
Miscellaneous

27. While they are performing their duties as indicat-
ed by laws, the council members have to assume them-
selves as public service personnel according to Article 21 
of the Penal Law.

28. While the council is performing their relevant du-
ties, administrative team shall be established to conduct 
daily operations of office work and required number of 
staff and personnel can be appointed.

29. Search and seizure of Media related materials 
such as newspapers, journals, periodicals which are re-
stricted and prohibited under certain laws shall be con-
ducted in compliance with criminal law and rulings.

30. If prosecution is going to be brought under  
Article 25. 

(a) Respective departments or any individual as-
signed by a certain governmental organization are re-
quired to prosecute directly to the court of law.

(b) If the prosecuting party is an individual, he/she 
can directly sue at the court of law.

31. (a) A certain Media industry which has been es-
tablished under existing laws before this law comes into 
force shall have the right to continue their operations until 
the expiry of the specified period.

(b) If the industry intends to continue their business 
operations after its expiry, their operation period can be 
extended in accordance with specified principles.

32. Any of the orders, directives, notice and declara-
tions restricting freedom of expression proclaimed under 
Press and Publishers Registration Law of 1962 which op-
pose regulations stated in this law shall be considered to 
be nullified.

33. While implementing regulations stated in this 
law,

(a) The ministry may declare necessary principles, 
rules and regulations with the approval of the Union gov-
ernment in cooperation with the council.

(b) The ministry and council may promulgate  
notifications, orders, directives and procedures.

 Business
Japan to 

consider steps 
to regulate 
bitcoin if 

necessary
Tokyo, 18 March — 

The Japanese government 
decided on Tuesday to con-
sider taking steps to regulate 
bitcoin trading, if necessary, 
after obtaining more infor-
mation about the digital cur-
rency.

Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe’s Cabinet, however, 
did not say whether it would 
immediately seek a legal 
system to regulate bitcoin, 
used as a means of payment 
among Internet users, indi-
cating it is still struggling to 
clearly decide how to deal 
with the issue.

The government out-
lined its stance in response 
to a written inquiry from an 
upper house lawmaker. It is 
the second time it has taken 
a formal position on the vir-
tual currency, following its 
decision earlier this month to 
treat bitcoin as a noncurren-
cy market product such as a 
precious metal.

The clarification of the 
government’s stance came 
amid growing worries over 
the bitcoin market in the 
wake of the recent bankrupt-
cy of major Tokyo-based ex-
change Mt Gox. According 
to Tuesday’s Cabinet deci-
sion, bitcoin exchanges such 
as Mt. Gox are not subject 
to registration and reporting 
obligations under current 
legislation.

Kyodo News




