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Monks participate in demonstrations 
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Cooperation (OIC) near Yangon City 
Hall on November 12.
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OH, I SEE
Opposition to the visit from the 
Organisation of Islamic Councils was 
spread online last week, with many 
supporters of controversial monk 
U Wirathu taking to his Facebook 
fan page to post some fairly virulent 
anti-Islam memes. While U Wirathu 
himself was not directly responsible 
for any of the images posted, it would 
seem his fanbase has misunderstood 
his message of peace. U Wirathu’s 
author bio on the Amazon Kindle 
store, which hosts his book of 
collected articles and musings on 
“injustices done by senior monks 

backed by Burmese regime towards 
monks and people”, describes him 
as a former political prisoner who 
is active in promoting “freedom 
of religion”, “human rights” and 
“freedom of expression”.

STOP TONY
Former UK Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, ex-US President Bill Clinton 
and the EU’s Lady Ashton enjoyed a 
power meal at Monsoon restaurant 
in downtown Yangon on November 
14. Sources say Clinton lived up to 
his jovial reputation, happily posing 
for photographs. However, in the 

words of one fellow diner, Tony Blair 
“skulked off”.

While it’s entirely possible he 
was simply tired, or camera-shy, 
what diners may not realise is they 
missed out on a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to carry out a citizen’s 
arrest – and collect a handsome 
bounty in the process.

According to arrestblair.org, four 
people have made serious attempts 
to do just this since 2010. The website 
accepts donations, which allows 
a bounty to be paid out for each 
successful arrest. At last count, the 
prize kitty stood at some £8,500, but 
the website hasn’t been updated 
since March, throwing the whole 
movement’s credibility into question. 
Prior to that time, they had been 
more active in providing information 
on his whereabouts for would-be 
citizen crimefighters.

The “Arrest Blair” push intends to 
draw attention to what some perceive 
as his role in “crimes against peace”. 
The site administrators concede that 
attempts to arrest Blair are “at this 
stage, largely symbolic”, but insist they 
will carry “great political resonance”. 
Specific instructions for how one might 
carry out a citizens’ arrest on a world 
leader can be found on the website.

GOOGLE WINS ITS DAY IN COURT
In a win for advocates of 
democratising information on the 
web, Google has emerged victorious 
from a court battle against major 
publishers over its mind-boggling 
Google Books project. Currently, 
the site provides some 20 million 
books for free – edging closer to the 
company’s stated goal of digitising 
every book ever printed. The verdict, 
which deems Google’s scanning 
a case of “fair use”, ensures the 
ongoing viability of the project 
that costs some $40 million to run 
annually. If Google had lost the case, 
it could have faced as much as $3 
billion in damages. 

The judge presiding over the 
case described Google’s project 
as an invaluable research tool that 
“advances the progress of the arts 
and sciences, while maintaining 
respectful consideration for the 
rights of authors and other creative 
individuals, and without adversely 
impacting the rights of copyright 
holders”. 
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THE world is tired of ethnic killing, a 
former US president told a Myanmar 
audience last week. Bill Clinton, the 
42nd president of the United States, 
was speaking at the Myanmar Peace 
Center on November 14.

Relating his experiences during 
his 1993-2001 term with the geno-
cides in Rwanda and the Balkans, Mr 
Clinton said people could be taught 
to consider diversity a source of 
pride in their country. “It’s not par-
ticularly easy but very important,” 
he said.

The former president also 
stressed the importance of having 
confidence in government and the 
difficulties of decision-making in 
conflict resolution.

“No one makes the right decision 
all the time. We all have different 
knowledge and imperfect capacity,” 
he said. 

On his first trip to Myanmar, Mr 
Clinton said, “I’ve been in situations 
where people wouldn’t listen to each 
other, because they were so sure they 
were right. They were afraid they 
would somehow be smaller if they 
agreed with someone they had been 
disagreeing with.” 

Mr Clinton, who founded the 
NGO the Clinton Foundation with 
his wife Hillary, said he would do his 
best to speed Myanmar’s transition 
to a democratic, inclusive, economi-
cally successful and politically uni-
fied country. 

Speaking of sectarian violence, he 
said, “The world is sickened when-
ever they hear of sectarian violence. 
They are tired of people killing each 
other over such differences.” 

Though Myanmar was a highly di-
verse country, he said, all humans on 
earth were genetically 99.5 percent 
identical.   

During his stay, Mr Clinton met 
with President U Thein Sein, hluttaw 
speakers and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 
He did not take questions after the 
40-minute speech. 

Ko Ko Gyi, one of the leaders of 
the 1988 student uprising who was 
in the audience, said Mr Clinton’s  
speech left him with “a lot to think 
about” for Myanmar’s future.

State-run newspaper New Light 
of Myanmar reported on Novem-
ber 15 that the Clinton Founda-
tion and the Myanmar government 
would work closely together on the 
internal peace process, the agricul-
ture sector, economics, preventable 
diseases and child mortality, and 
would also cooperate on boosting 
agriculture-based business in con-
flict areas.

Sectarian 
violence 
sickens 
world: 
Clinton
NAN TIN HTWE
nantin.htwe@gmail.com

CIVIL society groups are calling for 
more breathing space. In line with 
President U Thein Sein’s pledge to 
work more closely with the civil sec-
tor, organisations are calling for re-
strictions on their membership and 
activities to be loosened.

Local NGOs started lobbying MPs 
to relax restrictive rules last year, 
saying registration under the cur-
rent 1998 law was time-consuming 

and expensive, and excluded the 
clergy, members of political parties 
or former political prisoners from 
membership in such groups.

On November 5, the new draft 
law was submitted to the parliament 
by the Pyithu Hluttaw’s Public Af-
fairs Management Committee.

In a press release issued last 
week, civil society leaders called for 
further amendments to simplify the 
law and to make it easier for their 
organisations to operate, including 
registration with the Ministry of 

Social Welfare instead of the Minis-
try of Home Affairs. They also want 
more cooperation from township  
officials.

“Under the new law, registered 
organisations would have the right 
to file a lawsuit, raise funds, open 
a bank account, own property or 
assets, and protect their own logo, 
trademark and uniform,” said Ko 
Hlaing Myat, a program manager 
at the Local Resource Centre, a Yan-
gon-based body that works to im-
prove operating conditions for civil 

society groups.
 “We prefer the latest version of 

the registration bill. But we don’t 
want to register with the Ministry 
of Home Affairs,” Daw Nwe Zin Win, 
chair of 3M Network, told report-
ers in Yangon on November 13. She 
added that Mandalay-based organi-
sations would also be consulted on 
the new law.

“We are going to meet the Public 
Affairs Management Committee and 
hluttaw representatives before the 
law is approved,” she said.

Civil society leaders say registration too restrictive
SHWE YEE SAW MYINT
poepwintphyu2011@gmail.com

BUDDHIST monks were among thou-
sands of demonstrators who thronged 
downtown Yangon on November 12 in 
protest against a visit from the Organ-
isation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
in connection with the communal vio-
lence in Rakhine State.

Protestors said the visit of repre-
sentatives of the world’s largest Is-
lamic bloc could complicate the inter-
communal strife here.

During the one-hour protest, dem-
onstrators walked from Shwedagon 
Pagoda’s east gate to Sule Pagoda, 
chanting slogans, holding placards 
reading “Get Out” and “We don’t want 
conditional assistance”, and demand-
ing compliance with the 1982 immi-
gration laws. 

Ashin Parmaukka of Magway Pari-
yatti, a Buddhist  publishing house, 
said the OIC delegation would use 
their visit to arouse international 
opinion against Myanmar, and pre-
dicted that its members would speak 
only with Muslim victims of alleged 
Buddhist attacks. 

Several protestors told The My-
anmar Times they objected not to 
the visit but to the proposal to set up 
an OIC office in Myanmar. “The OIC 
never helps people of other religions 
wherever they have an office,” said 
Ashin Parmaukka. 

U Hla Saw, secretary of the Rakh-
ine Nationalities Development Party, 
said the OIC seemed to focus more 
on Myanmar than it ought to. “I don’t 
think this is an honest move. It hin-
ders Myanmar’s transition,” he said.

However, he added that he wel-
comed the visit of the team so that 
they could see the real situation in 
Myanmar. “They will see that we have 
religious freedom here, including the 
right to pray and to celebrate religious 
festivals.” 

Minister for Rakhine Affairs of 
Yangon Region U Zaw Aye took part 
in the protest and said, “I’m here as a 
Rakhine man, not as a minister.” 

The OIC group, which includes 
the organisation’s chief Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu, met one of Myanmar’s 

vice presidents in the Nay Pyi Taw 
on November 14, accompanied by 
ambassadors from Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Bangladesh and Ma-
laysia.

They discussed the “peace and sta-
bility of Rakhine State and rehabilita-
tion” in the region, according to the 
state-run New Light of Myanmar.

The OIC has expressed concerns as 
240 people were killed and 240,000 
were left homeless by the violence be-
tween Buddhists and Muslims in Ra-
khine State last year.

Reports said the delegation would 
travel to violence-struck Rakhine State 
on November 15. 

“We want to find a way to help 
build communication,” Ark Hananto, 
an Indonesian member of the OIC del-
egation, told AP news agency. 

Buddhist monks also led ral-
lies against the OIC on November 15 
as delegates from the Muslim body 
toured Rakhine State, where reli-

gious violence has torn communities  
asunder.

The group is treated with deep  
suspicion by Buddhists in Rakhine 
State, where communities are now 
almost completely segregated on reli-
gious grounds after last year’s unrest, 
with Muslims making up the vast ma-
jority of the 140,000 people displaced. 

“No OIC in Rakhine land, respect 
our sovereignty,” one protesting monk 
told AFP as hundreds of demonstra-
tors converged on the airport in the 
state capital Sittwe on November 15.

The delegation met local officials 
inside the airport before visiting re-
mote areas by helicopter, an official 
told AFP.

The OIC visit came soon after a 
US, Swiss and British delegation vis-
ited Rakhine State and concluded that 
the humanitarian situation there “re-
mains dire”, over a year after the first 
outbreak of unrest.

In a statement released on No-

vember 14, the group said that health  
services and access to education and 
livelihoods in some Muslim camps 
visited “were deeply inadequate to  
address even the most basic needs”. 

Humanitarian workers have faced 
threats and harassment for trying to 
help Muslim camps.

The statement said inequality be-
tween Muslim and Buddhist Rakhine 
camps was “clearly evident”.

“The international community will 
never accept any interference with the 
delivery of life-saving humanitarian 
assistance in any context, or violence 
against an entire people in the name 
of national identity or any other cir-
cumstance,” it said. 

“Fear and insecurity are not a li-
cence for abuse, aggression or injus-
tice toward others.”

A recent eruption of violence in 
Thandwe in Rakhine State left six 
Muslims dead, including a 94-year-old 
woman. – with AFP

Islamic organisation’s visit to 
Rakhine spurs demonstrations

Protesters in Sittwe, Rakhine State, demonstrate against the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation on November 15. Photo: AFP
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CREDIBLE, transparent and inclu-
sive elections in 2015 and a review 
of the 2008 constitution will be key 
milestones in Myanmar’s transition 
to democracy, said a joint statement 
released at the conclusion of the first 
plenary session of the European Un-
ion-Myanmar Task Force in Nay Pyi 
Taw on November 15. 

The statement also stressed that 
the release of all political prisoners 
by the end of this year will be an im-
portant landmark toward achieving 
democracy. 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who par-
ticipated in the two-day session, said 
the current constitution must be 
amended to create a comfortable busi-
ness environment that will facilitate 
sustainable and responsible invest-
ment in Myanmar.

“If you want to attract responsible 
investment to Burma, you must be 
aware of the political situation here, 
as well as the peace situation, social 
situation and human rights situation,” 
she said.

“I am not here to discourage in-
vestment. I’m here to encourage in-
vestment in the right way, in a truly 
responsible way that will take into 
consideration the political and legal 
dimensions of investment … and that 
will benefit the people of this country 
as much as investors will benefit from 
our country.”

During the meetings, hluttaw rep-
resentatives and members of the EU 
parliament discussed the role of par-
liamentary politics in supporting the 
transition to democracy, promoting 
reconciliation, and ensuring effective 
representation and accountability. 

The two sides signed a partner-
ship agreement to foster inter-parlia-
mentary cooperation in sharing best 
practices and enhancing technical as-
sistance to Myanmar.

Isabelle Durant, vice president of 
the European parliament, said the dis-
cussions showed that Myanmar had a 
“broad and clear commitment to the 
democratisation process”. 

“I leave Myanmar with good hopes. 
The encouraging signals lead us to 
have even higher expectations on the 
way to the 2015 elections,” she said, 
adding that the democratic transition 
in Myanmar cannot be solely centred 
around economic opportunities and 
business interests.

The task force statement underlined 
the importance of countering money 
laundering and financing of terrorists, 
and of creating a non-discriminatory 
investment climate and a strong sys-
tem of investment protection. 

The Myanmar and EU representa-
tives also agreed on the importance 
of improving access to financing, 
protecting property rights, increasing 
skills and training capacities, ensuring 
corporate social responsibility, stabi-
lising electricity supplies and support-
ing development of small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). 

Several agreements were signed 
concerning SMEs, tourism, mining, 
financing and development projects.

The European Investment Bank 
(EIB) and the Central Bank of Myan-
mar also signed an agreement on EU 
financing for Myanmar. The EIB will 
focus on infrastructure projects such 
transport and energy, as well as on en-
vironmental projects and credit loans 
to selected local banks for lending to 
SMEs. 

The lending volumes are expected 
to fluctuate between 30-100 million 
euro (US$40.5-135m) a year after final 
legislative approval.

“We will  sign the framework 
agreement in February 2014,” said U 
Set Aung, vice president of Myanmar 
Central Bank.

According to other agreements, 
Myanmar will become one of the 
leading beneficiaries of EU develop-
ment cooperation in Asia from 2014 to 
2020. During that period, EU funding 
for Myanmar will increase by about 20 
percent to 90 million euro a year.   

The EU has provided development 
assistance and humanitarian aid to 
Myanmar since 1996. In the past two 
years, the EU has pumped nearly 153 
million euro into various development 
projects throughout the country.

EU-Myanmar Task 
Force holds first meet 
AUNG SHIN
koshumgtha@gmail.com

STUDENTS at Horizon International 
School in Mandalay have started a 
club – not to exclude others, but to of-
fer them a helping hand.

The Horizon Terrific Helpers Club 
raises funds for orphanage schools. 
Over the past two years, the club has 
made about 20 separate contributions 
to orphanage schools in the area.

“We donated some supplies they 
needed, such as clothes, slippers, sta-
tionery and blankets,” teacher Suade 
Ozsariglu said on November 9, during 
a donation of stationery to students at 
No 27 Basic Education Middle School.

“We also held some fun activities 
with kids. We have had picnics, zoo 
and amusement park trips.”

Some brave 10th graders last year 

even stepped up to the head of the 
class, teaching English lessons to their 
younger peers at the Phaung Daw Oo 
orphanage.

Ms Ozsariglu said the students are 
“very enthusiastic” about the visits. 
“They have great fundraising ideas 
and are always willing to help out 
whenever they are asked. I am really 
proud of them.”

“Our students are also happy when 
these activities take place,” said Daw 
Kay Thi Mya, headmaster of No 27 
BEMS. “When we told our students 
that the donors would come, they 
were enthusiastic to come to school 
that day. There should be more of 
these kinds of activities.” – Phyo Wai 
Kyaw and Hlaing Kyaw Soe

Club helps fellow students

PRESIDENT U Thein Sein last week 
released 69 political prisoners, but 
60 more are still languishing in jail, 
said U Ye Aung, a member of the 
Committee for Scrutinising Remain-
ing Prisoners of Conscience.  

“The government released the 
prisoners according to our proposed 
list, but 60 are still in prison,” said 
U Ye Aung, who is also a member of 
the Former Political Prisoners (FPP) 
advocacy group.

Among the prisoners set free on 
November 15 were two grandchil-
dren of former General Ne Win, who 
were released from Insein Prison in 
Yangon.

“Zwe Ne Win [one of General Ne 
Win’s grandsons] sent the names of 
[arrested grandsons] U Aye Ne Win 
and U Kyaw Ne Win to the commit-
tee. We agreed to put their names 
on the list after discussing whether 
they should be freed or not,” said U 
Ye Aung. 

U Aye Ne Win and U Kyaw Ne 
Win were arrested in 2002 under 
the military regime of Senior Gen-
eral Than Shwe and sentenced to 
life in prison for allegedly attempt-
ing to stage a coup against the  
government. 

Also released last week was Daw 
Naw Ohn, who had been arrested 
earlier this year during protests 
marking the nine-month anniver-
sary of the brutal police crackdown 
against activists at Letpadaung cop-
per mine in Sagaing Region. 

On August 29 she was sentenced 
by a court in Monywa to two years 
in prison. While in jail she staged a 
hunger strike.  

“I was surprised when I learned 
that I would be set free from prison,” 
she said. “I always stand up for the 
rights of people, and I’ll continue to 
stand like this.” 

Aside from Insein and Monywa 
jails, prisoners were also released 
last week from Myingan, Tharyar-
wady, Taungoo, Shwebo, Pathein, 
Thaton, Ingapu, Bhamo, Myitkyi-

na, Thibaw, Kengtung, Kyaukpyu, 
Thandwe and Boothidaung.

Most of the prisoners had been 
convicted for high treason or offences 
under the Unlawful Association Act, 
which bars contact with illegal or-
ganisations; section 18 of the Peaceful 
Assembly and Peaceful Protest Law; 
or section 505(b) of the Penal Code. 

Meanwhile, activists have urged 
the government to release the re-
maining prisoners and to make no 
new arrests.

President U Thein Sein pledged 
on July 15 to release all political 
prisoners by the end of this year. He 
ordered the current amnesty the day 
before he left for Brunei to attend 
the 23rd ASEAN Summit.

“There are still 60 political pris-
oners who are entitled to release ac-
cording to our criteria for ‘political 
prisoners of conscience’,” U Ye Aung 
said. “There are also additional 
names we have received, and [the 
Committee for Scrutinising Remain-
ing Prisoners of Conscience] needs 
to discuss whether to add more of 
these names to the list.” 

Although the FPP welcomed the 
fresh amnesty, the group’s spokes-
person, U Thet Oo, called on the 
government to refrain from arrest-
ing anyone else taking part in peace-
ful protest campaigns. 

“The government has gradu-
ally granted amnesties, but at the 
same time they have been charging 
activists involved in peaceful pro-
tests, usually under section 18 of the 
Peaceful Assembly and Peaceful Pro-
test Law,” he said.

“Authorities should not take ac-
tion against those who are showing 
their desires and who are calling for 
their rights in line with democratic 
ways.”

According to the FPP’s list, more 
than 200 activists around the coun-
try have been charged under section 
18 and are facing trial. 

“It’s crucial to ensure that new 
prisoners of conscience do not take 
the place of old ones,” U Thet Oo 
said. 

The government has granted 
amnesty for 29,820 prisoners since 
U Thein Sein took office on March 
30, 2011.

EI EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

Prisoners freed, but 60 
remain behind bars

Prisoners are released in Mandalay on November 15. Photo: AFP

‘The government 
has gradually 
granted amnesties, 
but at the same 
time they have been 
charging activists 
involved in 
peaceful protests.’

U Thet Oo 
Former Political Prisoners (FPP)
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ON November 1, the town of Laiza in 
Kachin State was the site of talks be-
tween various armed ethnic groups, 
whose representatives had gathered 
to discuss approaches to drafting a na-
tionwide ceasefire agreement. 

While the delegates sat inside a 
conference hall hammering out the 
details of the so-called Laiza Accord – 
an 11-point agreement on how to pro-
ceed with peace talks with the govern-
ment – Khun Nan, a second lieutenant 
in the Kachin Independence Army 
(KIA), stood outside on military duty.

Second Lt Khun Nan, 23, is one of 
thousands of women who have joined 
the KIA in recent years to work in de-
fence of their Kachin ethnic group.    

“I joined the army with a patriotic 
spirit,” Second Lt Khun Nan said. “At 
the moment, my duty is to provide 
whatever assistance is necessary for 
the peace conference.” 

Speaking slowly and deliberately, 
she admitted that she harboured 
doubts about whether the conference 
would bear fruit. 

“I have little hope that we will get 
peace easily. Whatever the results, I 
will continue to fight for the rights of 
the Kachin people.”

Second Lt Khun Nan joined the 
KIA in 2008 after passing her ma-
triculation exam and travelling to 
Laiza from her native village of Ka-
mai in Hpakant township when she 
was only 18. 

“I left my family even though I 
loved them very much … but I felt self-
ish living without doing anything for 
my ethnic group while my brothers 
were fighting against the Tatmadaw to 
get our rights,” Second Lt Khun Nan 
said. 

When she arrived at KIA headquar-
ters in Laiza, she was selected to un-
dergo three years of military training 
in Woi Chyai Bum. 

“I learned fighting, military strat-

egy and even subjects prescribed for 
university degrees. It was very hard 
and tiring, but I was happy to make 
many friends, and I love my uniform,” 
she said. 

Second Lt Khun Nan said that af-
ter finishing the training program, 
she was given the rank of second lieu-
tenant and assigned to the KIA’s De-
partment of Immigration. Among her 
main tasks are maintaining a popula-
tion list and issuing identity cards to 
the 3000 or so permanent residents of 
Laiza. 

Although women are not assigned 
combat duty, Second Lt Khun Nan has 
been sent to the front lines on several 

occasions to deliver rations and pro-
vide other assistance to KIA soldiers 
fighting the Tatmadaw.

“I went to the front lines five times 
in five years, mostly in June 2011. I was 
scared the first time I heard a loud 
explosion and all the lights went out, 
but when I saw our wounded soldiers, 
I lost all my fear and only wanted to 
fight for them,” she said. 

Like Second Lt Khun Nan, Lance 
Corporal Bauk Nuu Sin, 26, joined the 
KIA after taking her matriculation 
exams at BEHS (2) in Myitkyina. She 
travelled to Laiza in July 2011 to en-
list but was not allowed to attend the 
three-year military training program 
because she had not passed her exams.   

“I was made a comrade after three 
months of training, and I have gained 
position step by step. Now I’m a lance 
corporal and serve in the KIA’s Admin-
istrative Department,” she said, add-
ing that her duties at the conference 
included keeping an attendance list. 

“I joined the KIA to help the Kachin 
fight for our rights,” Lance Corporal 
Bauk Nuu Sin said.  

“My parents are farmers in Shan 
State, and they live under poor condi-
tions with my six siblings. My parents 
understand my feelings, even though 
I can’t provide any support for them.”

She said she has had good and bad 
experiences during her three years 
with the KIA, but the most unforget-
table moment occurred in December 
2012 when the Tatmadaw launched air 
strikes against Laiza. 

“At that time, we were cooking lunch 
for our soldiers. We were shocked when 
we heard the sound of the airplanes 
that came over the town and started 
dropping bombs. I felt sorry when I 
saw my colleagues wounded and dead 
because of the war. It made me want to 
fight the enemy that much more,” said 
Lance Corporal Bauk Nuu Sin.

Lance Corporal Bauk Nuu Sin and 
Second Lt Khun Nan are among thou-
sands of women who have joined the 
KIA, not only from the Kachin ethnic 
group but also from the Rakhine and 
Shan groups. 

Army officials said anyone aged 18 
and above can join, with those who 
have passed the matriculation exams 
eligible for the three-year training pro-
gram and a rank of second lieutenant. 
Those who fail their exams must enter 
the three-month program.  

At the end of the training, the re-
cruits are assigned to work in sectors 
such as the immigration, medical, fi-
nance or administrative departments, 
and they are obligated to remain in 
the army for at least three to five years. 

KIA Major Zaw Mai said women 
also attend vocational training based 
on the department to which they are 
assigned, but they never serve in com-
bat roles. 

“There is no discrimination in our 
army. Women have the same rights 
as the male soldiers. Everyone, from 
comrade to commander-in-chief, gets 
the same salary of K10,000 a month 
and receives three cans of rice each 
day,” Maj Zaw Mai said.

“We don’t make many rules about 
when they have to resign from the 

army, but we do allow them to resign if 
they want to get married. It’s not easy 
for women to serve in the army after 
they are married.”

Lance Corporal Bauk Nuu Sin 
agreed that she enjoyed equal rights 
with men in the KIA. 

“We get the full satisfaction of be-
ing KIA soldiers and living with our 
colleagues in barracks. I haven’t faced 
any big problems yet, except some-
times I miss my family when I get 
sick,” she said. 

With a shy smile she added, “I can’t 
say exactly when I will resign from 
my duty, but I do plan to get married 
someday.”

Second Lt Khun Nan, meanwhile, 
said she has ambitions to achieve a 
high rank in the army. She vowed to 

keep fighting until the oppression and 
injustice meted out by the Myanmar 
government come to an end. 

“Outstanding soldiers are selected 
to study military courses in China. I 
want to be a qualified solider, and I 
will continue fighting for our ethnic 
rights together with my colleagues,” 
Second Lt Khun Nan said. 

She said few of her army colleagues 
believe that the Myanmar government 
is being sincere in the pursuit of a 
peace accord. 

“We already know that Myanmar’s 
government and military don’t want 
to give us our rights. They want to ne-
gotiate a peace where they will be in 
a position to control us. So we don’t 
have very high expectations for peace 
talks.” 

Women soldiers fight
for ethnic rights in KIA

Khun Nan, a second lieutenant in the Kachin Independence Army, in Laiza, 
Kachin State, on November 1. Photo: Boothee

‘I have little hope 
that we will get 
peace easily. 
Whatever the 
results, I will 
continue to fight 
for the rights of the 
Kachin people.’

Khun Nan 
Second lieutenant in the KIA

EI EI TOE 
LWIN

eieitoelwin@gmail.com

THE government has backpedalled on 
a plan to raise electricity prices, put-
ting off the increase until 2014 at the 
request of lawmakers.

The Ministry of Electric Power 
had announced the price increase for 
both household and industrial use on 
October 29.

The announcement sparked pro-
tests in Yangon. Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
representatives subsequently urged 
the ministry to review the price hike. 

On November 12, Minister of Elec-
tric Power U Khin Maung Soe told par-
liament that the ministry “will accept 
the hluttaw decision” and will wait 
until the beginning of the 2014-2015 
financial year to raise prices following 
a review of the plan. – Translation by 
Zar Zar Soe

Electricity 
price rise 
delayed
WIN KO KO LATT 
PYAE THET PHYO
newsroom@mmtimes.com

For an upcoming project in Myanmar to be implemented from March 2014 
onwards, Frankfurt School of Finance & Management is searching for a 

National Finance and Banking Expert 
(Long-Term: 17 months)

Candidates should fulfill the following criteria:
•	 Experience in Banking 
•	 Experience in developing and implementing training programs, 
	 preferably in the financial sector
•	 Knowledge of SME-finance is a strong asset
•	 Hold a university degree in the area of finance and/or economics
•	 Fluency in English & Myanmar is required.

Please apply by 22nd November 2013 with the subject “Local Expert 
Myanmar” by E-mail to n.birman@fs.de or c.voigt@fs.de. For clarifications 
please call: +49 69-154008 697. 

Organization Description 
Frankfurt School of Finance & Management (formerly known as Bankakademie) 
is the leading bank training and consultancy institute in Germany with a track 
record of 50 years in all areas of banking and finance. Moreover, Frankfurt 
School of Finance & Management’s International Advisory Service has provided 
technical assistance and training to banks and microfinance institutions 
worldwide for more than 15 years. Among our main clients are IFC, EBRD, KfW, 
GIZ, World Bank, and ADB as well as commercial banks and non-bank financial 
institutions.
Learn more about our work under: 
http://www.frankfurt-school.de/content/en/consulting/ias.html
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THE improvement of the education 
sector is a high priority for Myanmar, 
with the government-backed Educa-
tional Promotion Work Committee 
now cooperating with a parliamentary 
working group on education reform to 
draft a National Education Policy, an 
official from the Department of High-
er Education (Lower Myanmar) said 
last week.   

“Although there have been a lot 
of activities for the improvement of 
education in the past, we are now 
more focused on the implementation 
of education reform because we now 
have more opportunities to improve 
the sector,” said U Zaw Htay, director 
general of the department.

He was speaking at a meeting on 
education reform held at Yangon 
University’s Diamond Jubilee Hall on 
November 10. Members of the Edu-
cational Promotion Work Committee, 
the parliamentary task force and an 
advisory committee took part.   

The meeting was also attended by 
Vice President Sai Mauk Kham, who 

said the first workshop on education 
under the new government was held 
in May 2011, while a comprehen-
sive education sector review (CESR) 
was conducted in October 2012 to 
strengthen reforms. 

A series of discussions since then 
has resulted in efforts to develop a 
five-year plan with 19 priorities, as 
well as a 20-year plan (2011-2012 to 
2030-2031) with 13 priorities.  

U Myo Thein Gyi, director general 
of the Department of Myanmar Edu-
cation Research Bureau, said the gov-
ernment was dedicated to “effective 
implementation of practical education 
reform”.

“[President U Thein Sein] has 
pointed to education as a sector that 
needs to achieve international stand-
ards to fulfill the needs of the people,” 
he said. 

“We are studying the advantages 
and disadvantages of our current edu-
cation system, and we’re studying the 
best ways to implement reforms. The 
education workshops are very useful 
in helping us make these plans.”  

U Than Oo, retired director-general 
of the Basic Education Department, 

said November 10 marked the first 
time the Educational Promotion Work 
Committee and the parliamentary 
working group on education reform 
had held free discussions with one 
another. 

“We must make plans for immedi-
ate and long-term action on educa-
tion reform, and we need to deter-
mine how to implement these plans,” 
he said.

He added that he appreciated 
the government’s commitment to 
increasing the national education 
budget.

Sai Mauk Kham said at the No-
vember 10 meeting that U Thein Sein 
had allocated 5.24 percent of the total 
spending for all ministries to the Min-
istry of Education, the fifth-highest 
amount among the 30 ministries. 

U Ohmn Thwin, a geology profes-
sor at Yangon University, said that pre-
senting a National Education Policy to 
parliament would take many steps. 

“I think it will take a long time, 
but I can’t say exactly how long. But 
I think the results will be good, and 
the education sector will be well regu-
lated,” he said.  

Education policy in planning stages
EI THAE THAE NAING
eithaethaenaing@gmail.com

THE Yangon City Development Com-
mittee and traffic police have estab-
lished no-stopping zones on 37 streets 
in Yangon, with the aim of reducing 
congestion in high-traffic areas. 

Police Lieutenant Zaw Myo Tun 
from No 2 Deputy Traffic Police Force 
(Yangon) said the no-stopping zones 
were established on November 11 on 
16 north-south roads and 21 east-west 
roads in the city. 

“We picked roads where drivers 
face heavy traffic jams. We will levy 
fines and tow away vehicles that break 
the new rules,” he said.

He said the regulations were in-
tended to prevent multi-lane roads 
from being reduced to a single lane be-
cause of parked cars. “We will return 
these roads to their original width and 
reduce traffic jams.” 

Pol Lt Zaw Myo Tun said that be-
fore the cars are cleared, police will 
make three warning announcements 
over a loudspeaker. “If the car owners 
do not move their vehicles during this 
time, a tow truck will take the cars to a 
police parking lot.”

U Myo Lwin, deputy head of  YCDC’s 
Road and Bridges Department, said 
drivers whose cars have been towed 
must go to court to pay a fine ranging 
from K10,000 to K400,000, plus tow-
truck fees, before they can reclaim 
their vehicles.

Police 
designate 
tow-away 
zones
AYE NYEIN WIN 
ayenyeinwin.mcm@gmail.comTWENTY civil society organisations 

will come together in Yangon this 
week to mark the UN’s Universal 
Children’s Day, celebrated annually 
worldwide on November 20 but be-
ing marked for only the second time 
in Myanmar. 

The National Races Village in 
Thaketa township will play host to 
celebrations from 9am to 4pm on 
November 20. Events will include 
a play put on by United Against 
Child Trafficking that will address 
children’s rights, abuse, domestic 
violence, human trafficking and 
homelessness – and involves child 
actors. 

U Aung Myo Min, executive direc-
tor of Equality Myanmar and a mem-
ber of the event’s organising team, 
said the celebration aims to promote 
the objectives outlined in the UN’s 
Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (CRC), which was introduced 
in 1989.

“There are laws to protect chil-
dren [in Myanmar], but they’re weak 
in practice. The country ratified the 
convention [on July 16, 1991] but still 
needs to do more to address current 
issues including child abuse and traf-
ficking,” U Aung Myo Min said. 

Although the country is transi-
tioning to democracy, rights activists 
still face challenges in certain areas 
of the country, he said. 

“When you work to feed children, 
it is no problem. But when your pro-
gram is titled ‘rights’, there are chal-

lenges dealing with local authorities,” 
U Aung Myo Min said. 

He said the participation of chil-
dren is essential for implement-
ing the convention but most do not 
know about it – or the fact that they 
are accorded certain rights by inter-
national law. 

“We need to train children to raise 
their voices. Children should know 
their rights and practise them in cor-
rect ways,” U Aung Myo Min said. 

Daw Wah Wah Lin Htun, another 
Children’s Day organiser, said gov-
ernment officials, NGOs and civil so-
ciety organisations need to increase 

their cooperation and coordination 
on children’s issues – a message or-
ganisers say they will raise at the 
ASEAN People’s Forum, to be held in 
Nay Pyi Taw in March 2014. 

But Daw Wah Wah Lin Htun said 
this week’s event won’t only be about 
policy. A number of child-friendly 
activities are planned to ensure the 
message doesn’t go over children’s 
heads.

“The day is a special chance for 
children to raise their voices and 
express their challenges, feelings 
and dreams,” she said. “We hope the 
event will make children happy.”

UN celebrates children’s rights
Children walk in 
Laiza, Kachin State. 
Photo: Boothee

‘Children should 
know their rights 
and practise them 
in correct ways.’

U Aung Myo Min 
Executive director of Equality Myanmar

CHERRY 
THEIN

t.cherry6@gmail.com
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Views
Let’s talk about sex
THIS country needs to have a conversa-
tion about child sex tourism – and soon-
er rather than later. Myanmar’s nascent 
tourism sector presents great opportu-
nities as well as significant challenges 
and risks. While most of these issues are 
well recognised and often discussed, the 
same cannot be said for this emerging 
problem. Child sex exploiters are look-
ing toward Myanmar as their activities 
are increasingly being restricted by 
authorities elsewhere. We need to rec-
ognise this emerging problem and un-
derstand we are at a critical juncture in 
time in which there is potential to cur-
tail the development of this dark side of 
tourism.

The sexual exploitation of children 
occurs in most societies – too often 
within our most trusted social insti-
tutions. Generally communities are 
aware it occurs and develop strategies 
to either address or ignore it. However, 
child sex tourism is a different beast. 
This is a commercially facilitated indus-
try enabled by distorted power relation-
ships between rich foreigners and poor 
locals. It involves a small but significant 
number of paedophiles, predominantly 
Western men, who travel to poor coun-
tries and use their status and economic 
power to gain access to vulnerable chil-
dren for sexual exploitation. Offend-
ers exploit the vulnerabilities of poor 
families and communities. They target 
places where awareness is limited and 
there are few institutional responses in 
place to restrict their activities. Myan-
mar lacks the public awareness and in-
stitutional responses required to man-
age this problem so child sex tourism 
presents a new and significant danger 
for vulnerable children in this country.

A recent experience brought to my 
attention the potential for this industry 
to develop in Myanmar. The incident 
took place in a busy and vibrant area of 
downtown Yangon where locals, expats 
and tourists mix around tables that line 
the street. Even late at night the beer 
and barbeque is in abundance, as are 
beggars. Seeking some kyat, a young 
mother had allowed a tourist to hold 
her baby boy. Earlier I had seen the 
man harassing a street kid as he sat in 
a group of older and intoxicated male 

friends. The way he handled the child 
was increasingly inappropriate, as were 
the gestures his friends were making to 
an increasingly uncomfortable mother. 
Sitting at the adjacent restaurant I be-
came concerned about the behaviour of 
this group. Through exposure to televi-
sion and public awareness campaigns 
in the West, I have been conditioned 
to recognise the behaviour of potential 
sex offenders. When I saw the situation  

taking a turn for the worse, I ap-
proached the mother to confirm she 
wanted her child returned and then 
forcefully and directly instructed the 
man to do so. Clutching her child, the 
woman slipped into the night. With 
four heavyset and angry men turning in 
my direction, I did the same.

This incident may illustrate how 
ill-equipped Myanmar is to deal with 
this particular type of tourist. One can 
speculate as to why others did not  

respond to this scenario unfolding on a 
busy Yangon street. A concern for per-
sonal safety is legitimate. In the case of 
foreigners, perhaps the strangeness of 
being in a different country can distort 
understandings of appropriate behav-
iour and responsibilities. Restaurant 
staff would likely consider that chal-
lenging customers could potentially 
lead to losing their job. As for passers-
by, perhaps the concept of “an-nar”  

explains why people did not intervene. 
Or it could just be that people just did 
not care for the well-being of the child 
and his mother. All these considerations 
are likely true to varying degrees. Yet 
Myanmar has been long insulated from 
foreigners, and the associated develop-
ment of child sex tourism, so people 
may not yet confidently differentiate 
appropriate behaviours from an intent 
to sexually abuse children.

We should heed the Cambodian 

experience as a warning. As Cambodia 
opened up following decades of conflict 
and repression, increasing numbers of 
child sex exploiters entered with the 
intention of taking advantage of vulner-
able children. The country in transition 
presented an alternative to Thailand 
and the Philippines where authorities 
were increasingly clamping down on 
their activities. The growth of an ex-
ploitative industry was enabled by inad-
equate laws and regulations, and inept 
and corrupt authorities, as well as limit-
ed awareness and understanding of the 
problem. Authorities, civil society and 
the public were slow in recognising and 
responding to this emerging problem. 
Efforts have since been made to pro-
tect vulnerable children in Cambodia, 
including public awareness campaigns 
and strengthening protection mecha-
nisms. Tourists and Cambodians work-
ing with them are encouraged to report 
suspicious behaviour to a child protec-
tion phone hotline. Western govern-
ments have reformed laws to prosecute 
perpetrators in their home country. Yet 
child sex tourism persists. The limited 
success of interventions in Cambodia 
highlights the difficulties of policing an 
industry once it has been established.

As Myanmar opens up, a tiny but 
significant fraction of tourists will seek 
opportunities to engage in child pros-
titution. Paedophiles will discuss My-
anmar on internet forums. They will 
see opportunities to exploit this lack of 
awareness and insufficient responses to 
their activities. Criminals operating for 
profit will support them to access vul-
nerable children. Communities will find 
it difficult to respond to crimes com-
mitted by outsiders who are economi-
cally powerful with high freedom of 
movement. As Myanmar embraces the 
benefits of tourism and negotiates its 
challenges, it is critical that the public, 
tourism industry and policymakers rec-
ognise and respond to the real threat of 
commercially facilitated child sex tour-
ism. The Cambodian experience indi-
cates that child sex exploiters will come 
here and their activities will become 
increasingly hard to police. Now is the 
moment to discuss how to address the 
issue – before it is too late.

Sean Bain works with an NGO based in 
Yangon.

SEAN BAIN
seanjbain@gmail.com

A billboard for a child protection hotline in Cambodia. Photo: Supplied/M’Lop Tapang
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Questioning Myanmar’s North Korea connection

AS the countdown continues toward 
the creation of an ASEAN economic 
community in 2015, the Myanmar 
government can take understandable 
pride in the progress made on a range 
of economic and political fronts this 
past year since the lifting or suspension 
of a range of US and European Union 
sanctions.

With ASEAN leaders loathe to “in-
terfere” in any fellow Southeast Asian 
nation’s “internal” affairs, however, 
there has been little talk out of the 
secretariat in Jakarta about violence 
across the states of Myanmar’s trou-
bled union, whether Buddhist-Muslim 
unrest in Rakhine State or military ac-
tions displacing thousands of villagers 
in southern Kachin State.

Little attention also has been given 
to the issue of Myanmar’s past and pre-
sent relationship with North Korea.

That’s unfortunate and perhaps 
shortsighted given North Korea’s con-
tinued wild-card role in the Asia and 
Pacific region’s economic growth. 

With Myanmar having taken over 
the rotating leadership of ASEAN, there 
will no doubt be growing expectations 
for the nation to become a responsible 
stakeholder in, and contributor to, a 
more peaceful and prosperous region. 
That should mean continued economic 
reforms and political progress, as well 
as concrete steps toward building bet-
ter lives for all people in Myanmar, re-
gardless of ethnicity or religion.

But, it will also mean asking – and 
getting answers to – questions about 
how much has really changed since 
the days of military rule when it comes 
to the state of Myanmar’s relationship 
with North Korea.

While expressing support for mili-
tary engagement between the US and 
Myanmar, Keith Luse, a respected for-
mer US Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee staff member, raised 10 questions 
about Myanmar’s dealings with North 
Korea during a recent forum at the Her-
itage Foundation in Washington.

Policy makers interested in a peace-
ful and prosperous Asia-Pacific region, 
as well as those who, as I do, support 
greater engagement with Myanmar, 

should join Luse in seeking answers to 
this list of important questions.

What is the complete list of the mul-
tiple military and other projects where 
North Korean technicians and officials 
have been present or working inside 
Myanmar during the last 13 years?

Which of the projects or facilities 
where North Koreans have been or are 
present have or had a role in the devel-
opment of Myanmar’s missile program, 
nuclear program or both? 

What has been the role of North Ko-
rean trading companies in the develop-
ment of Myanmar’s nuclear and missile 
programs? 

To what degree has China’s com-
plicity with the expansion of the North 
Korea-Myanmar military relationship 
been raised with the Chinese by the 
US, EU and others in the international 
community? 

What has been or is China’s direct 
role, officially and unofficially, in the 
development of Myanmar’s nuclear 
and missile programs? 

What is the total list of countries that 
have, knowingly or unknowingly, assist-
ed Myanmar with the development of 

its nuclear or missile programs?
To what degree has North Korea’s 

aiding and expanding of Myanmar’s 
military capabilities been raised with 
North Korea by the US, the EU and 
others in the international community?

What is the full inventory of mili-
tary equipment and weapons, whether 
submarines or defense radar systems, 
provided or to be provided by North 
Korea to Myanmar?

Has the presence of multiple North 
Korean trading companies within My-
anmar established another front and 
route for North Korea’s global prolif-
eration capabilities?

And critically, amid growing en-
gagement with much of the world, why 
are Myanmar’s leaders waffling on ter-
minating, and making transparent and 
clear such termination of, the military 
relationship with North Korea?

Perhaps, Luse states, Myanmar’s 
leaders now believe that “time is on 
their side” – that the international com-
munity, whether the US or the EU, will 
swallow concerns and put aside any 

CURTIS S CHIN
riverpeakgroup@gmail.com

MORE ON NEWS 9

As Myanmar opens up, a tiny but significant 
fraction of tourists will seek opportunities 
to engage in child prostitution.
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Views
Daw Suu takes a battering

MYANMAR’S pro-democracy icon 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been 
under attack around the world for 
her acquiescence in the persecution 
of Muslims in her country.

It is a little unfair. For, if not 
official state policy, the practice has 
been tacitly sanctioned for years 
and foreign governments and the 
world’s media have long ignored it.

The belated outrage over recent 
pogroms, the latest in Thandwe last 
month, have centred less on the 
inaction of President U Thein Sein’s 
government and more on the lack 
of condemnation by Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi.

Last week, Maung Zarni, a 
Myanmar academic at the London 
School of Economics, said, “It is 
Suu Kyi, not the ethnic cleansing 
itself, that the media finds worthy 
of a headline.”

Certainly, there have been lots 
of headlines that have battered her 
reputation by exposing her as a 

hard-headed politician focused on 
only one thing: the presidency of 
her country.

It is a goal that will be almost 
impossible for her to realise; but 
she will give it her best shot, even if 
that means pandering to the ultra-
nationalist Buddhist majority.

For sure, the Lady’s not for turn-
ing on this, as she coldly demon-
strated in her October 24 interview 
with the BBC’s Mishal Husain.

Repeatedly asked to condemn 
anti-Islamic sentiment and the 
wave of mob-led massacres of 
Muslims in Myanmar, she declined 
to do so.

It was not unexpected. As 
anyone who has visited Myanmar 
over the past 20 years knows, much 
of the country’s huge Buddhist 
majority dislikes its small Muslim 
community with a passion.

So Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is not 
going to alienate her biggest vote 
bank by sympathising with a few 
Muslims no matter what atroc-
ity befalls them. The Lady is not 
stupid.

She is going to do what her fel-
low Buddhist compatriots do: stay 
quiet or dissemble, and in private 
cheer.

As Thomas Fuller wrote in the 

New York Times on November 9, 
“Hatred for Muslims and the fear of 
appearing sympathetic to them run 
so deeply in Myanmar that officials 
seem afraid even to console the 
victims’ families.”

Fuller’s report about the latest 
butchery includes an account of the 
hacking and burning to death of 
crippled and elderly Muslims.

Yet local officials and police-
men, as well as politicians like 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, decline to 
condemn the murderous perpetra-
tors for fear of suggesting they are 
pro-Muslim.

In his story, headlined “Horren-
dous killings, without an uproar”, 
Fuller noted, “In Myanmar today, 
deploring the fatal stabbing of a 
94-year-old woman is considered 
taking sides.”

His report does lend credence to 
Maung Zarni’s point by focusing on 
the lack of outrage rather than the 
institutionalised ethnic genocide 
itself.

Most Western press do the same, 
especially after Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s evasive answers to Mishal Hu-
sain, which, said David Blair, in the 
UK’s Daily Telegraph, “sent a shiver 
down my spine”.

Blair was particularly shocked 

when Suu Kyi claimed that Bud-
dhists suffer as much from the fear 
of violence as Muslims. She was 
lying. They don’t.

Recent anti-Muslim pogroms 
have occurred in numerous towns 
across Myanmar, leaving more 
than 100 dead, displacing tens of 
thousands, and resulting in many 
Muslim homes and mosques being 
destroyed. 

Nothing remotely comparable 
has happened to the Buddhist com-
munity.

When Mishal Husain asked her, 
“Do you condemn the anti-Muslim 
violence?” Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
replied, “I condemn any movement 
that is based on hatred and extrem-
ism.”

As Blair aptly said, “How could 
a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize 
fail to answer that question with a 
simple ‘Yes’?”

Well, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
could and she will continue to do so 
because she wants to be president.

But others, especially in this 
region, can act by not visiting My-
anmar till this carnage ends.

Or if a visit must be made, take 
a big black marker pen and daub a 
swastika over those foul 969 stick-
ers. But it’ll take courage.

ROGER 
MITTON
roger.mitton@gmail.com

Criticism might be unfair but her response to anti-Muslim violence highlights political realities  

questions about the North Korea mili-
tary connection given their eagerness 
to offset China’s business and develop-
ment influence within Myanmar.

Recent history has shown that the 
US and indeed the United Nations 
have failed in stopping North Korea’s 
nuclear ambitions and missile capabil-
ities. Let us hope that nascent politi-
cal and economic reforms, as well as 
near-term opportunities, in Myanmar 
do not blind the international com-
munity to the need to bring account-
ability and transparency to any North 
Korean military dealings in and with 
Myanmar.

Understandably, businesses, de-
velopment bankers and aid agencies, 
whether Japanese, European or Amer-
ican, are eager to join what may well 
be a mad rush into Myanmar in their 
efforts to gain competitive advantage. 

But looking the other way on hu-
man rights violations or sweeping un-
der the carpet any North Korea-Myan-
mar dealings is neither in the interest 
of the international community, the 
people of Myanmar or ASEAN in the 
long term. There are many things to 
applaud in Myanmar’s steps forward 
after years of isolation. The veil of se-
crecy that remains over the nation’s 
dealings with North Korea, however, 
is not one of them.

Curtis S Chin served as the US 
ambassador to the Asian Development 
Bank under Presidents Barack Obama 
and George W Bush (2007-2010) and 
is managing director of advisory firm 
RiverPeak Group, LLC.

CONTINUED FROM NEWS 8
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Lawyers fight for 
justice amid conflict 
and oppressive laws

ON June 12, 2012, four Kachin men 
were arrested in the forest outside of 
Myitkyina. Saw Hkaung, 28, Baung 
Peng, 25, Zaw Bawk, 23, and Law 
Hpar, 42, were all residents of Masay 
IDP camp. According to their fami-
lies, on the day of their arrest they 
were helping move cattle from a farm 
outside the Kachin State capital. 

It was the first work any of the 
men had had in weeks. They, like 
many of the IDPs around Myitkyina, 
are farmers by trade and don’t have 
the technical or trade skills that are 
in demand in the city.

A group of Tatmadaw soldiers 
came upon the men and immedi-
ately arrested them, their families 
say. Since that time, they have been 
held in prison waiting to face court 
on charges under the Unlawful Asso-
ciation Act. They were due to make 
their first appearance in court on No-
vember 15.

A legacy of the British colonial 
government, the Unlawful Associa-
tion Act has been used to target those 
suspected of having links to or sup-
porting armed ethnic groups. Its use 
in Kachin State has increased dra-
matically since fighting between the 
government and Kachin Independ-
ence Army reignited in 2011. 

Lawyers in Kachin State say the 
Unlawful Association Act is one ex-
ample of government and Tatmadaw 
using the law as a weapon against 

the Kachin people. U Nwang Mung 
Sen Tu, president of a Kachin law-
yer’s group in Myitkyina, said that 
each time he has defended someone 
against the charge the case has al-
ways been completely without merit.

“It’s meant to discourage people 
from dealing with the KIA in any 
way,” he said. The effect, he added, 
is to scare people from even leaving 
their home villages.

Baung Peng’s 71-year-old grandfa-
ther, Baung Dut, said the family lived 
in northern Shan State before coming 
to Tar Law Gyi village in 2009. “We’ve 
never met a [KIA soldier] in our lives.”

Other residents of Masay camp, 
who, like the four arrested men, have 
few potential income sources, said 
the arrests have made everyone fear-
ful of leaving the camp.

U Nwang Mung Sen Tu said this 
case is far from unique. He is aware of 
about 90 similar cases of citizens be-
ing charged under the act in Kachin 

State and northern Shan State but 
concedes the actual number may be 
much higher. All of those charged 
that he knows have been ethnic 
Kachin. Of the cases he has acted in, 
two have been thrown out. The rest 
have resulted in the defendant being 
found guilty and sentenced to up to 
two years’ jail.

In response to the regular arbi-
trary detentions and land grabs tar-
geting Kachin villagers, Myitkyina 
lawyers have stepped in to provide 
pro bono assistance to defendants 
and their families. U Nwang Mung 
Sen Tu’s group is assisting in 15 un-
lawful association cases, as well as a 
variety of land disputes. 

U Mar Lihar, another lawyer based 
in Kachin, is representing the four 
men from Masay camp. Speaking to 
The Myanmar Times, he admitted 
that efforts to fight the Unlawful As-
sociation Act charges are often more 
symbolic than substantive. “I always 
explain to my clients that the law is 
not transparent, that it does not al-
ways work the way it is supposed to, 
but I will try my best.”

Short of freeing those falsely ac-
cused, he said the goal is to have a con-
crete record of legal abuses in Kachin 
State for “when real reform happens”.

“We will have our records, and 
others can learn from them” and 
make sure the same thing never hap-
pens again, he said.

Both lawyers said they did not 
think the law could change meaning-
fully until the constitution is over-
hauled. While neither sees this hap-
pening any time soon, both say they 
are committed to working within the 
system – “even,” U Mar Lihar said, “if 
it’s a bad system.”

BILL 
O’TOOLE

botoole12@gmail.com

‘I always explain 
to my clients that 
the law is not 
transparent, that 
it does not always 
work the way it is 
supposed to.’

U Mar Lihar 
Kachin State lawyer

Kachin 
groups to 
boycott 
Daw Suu’s 
Oz visit

KACHIN organisations in Australia 
say they will not attend any events re-
lated to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s visit 
to the country later this month in pro-
test over her “silence” over the conflict 
in Kachin State.

The National League for Democ-
racy leader and Pyithu Hluttaw MP is 
due to make her first visit to Australia 
from November 27 to December 2. 

Four Australia-based Kachin groups 
released a joint statement on Novem-
ber 11 saying they would neither attend 
events nor show support for the visit. 
They accused Daw Aung San Suu Kyi of 
“not only remain[ing] silent but active-
ly whitewashing ... grave human rights 
violations” taking place in Kachin State.

“Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s contin-
ued silence and failure to condemn 
the actions of the Burmese army and 
government disregards the suffering 
of the Kachin people,” the groups said 
in the statement.

“At the hands of the Burmese army 
countless Kachin lives have been lost, 
Kachin girls and women raped and 
gang-raped with impunity, many ci-
vilians tortured ruthlessly, ordinary 
citizens arbitrarily arrested and im-
prisoned as well as numerous Kachin 
villages burned to the ground.

During her visit, Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi is scheduled to speak at the 
Opera House in Sydney and receive 
an honorary degree from University of 
Technology, Sydney.

She is also expected to attend 
an HIV/AIDS conference organ-
ised by the United Nations and 
meet members of the Myanmar  
community.

THOMAS KEAN  
tdkean@gmail.com

Farmers 
seek return 
of land 
taken for 
military 
facility
SI THU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

FARMERS in Mandalay Region are 
campaigning parliament to restore 
lands seized by the military more than 
12 years ago that they say are yet to be 
used for their original purpose.

In 2001, the Department of Mili-
tary Science and Technology Re-
search seized more than 10,000 acres 
of farmlands from eight villages in 
Pyin Oo Lwin township to develop a 
science research workshop.

That project never materialised, 
however, and now farmers are ask-
ing for the land back, as well as for 
comprehensive land surveys to be 
carried out in the area.

Residents are unhappy that de-
spite a military pledge to return con-
fiscated land that is not being used 
there has been any movement to 
give back their fields. On November 
1 they sent letters to the president 
and the parliament’s land dispute in-
vestigation commission to highlight 
the thousands of acres of farmlands 
seized by the military. 

“Mine Lone village had more than 
1000 acres of farmland seized in 
2001 without any compensation be-
ing paid,” said U Phoe Ngwe, a farm-
er and member of Mine Lone vil-
lage’s farm labour organisation. “So 
we want back our lands that are not 
being used for the military project.”

The villages affected are Nyaung-
pin Tharyar, Kyat Tat, Mine Lone, 
Par-eal, Pintee, Kone Thar, Kyoe 
Taung and Myin Zaung.

“We worked here from genera-
tion to generation … We paid tax 
regularly to the government,” said 
Daw Htwe Htwe Yi of Par-eal village. 
“Though the commander-in-chief of 
the defence services instructed every 
military regiment to officially give 
back military-seized lands to their 
original owners, we still haven’t seen 
any sign of our lands being returned 
to our hands. It looks like they are 
neglecting the farmers.”

Residents say land seizures have 
continued even after the command-
er-in-chief instructed regiments to 
return seized lands to farmers ear-
lier this year.

“Even now farmland is being 
seized by military regiments. These 
are fields where production is under-
way but farmers haven’t received 
compensation,” said civil society ac-
tivist Ko Nyi Nyi.

Mandalay Region Chief Minister 
U Ye Myint said the region govern-
ment is looking into the issues.

“The government has received 
investigation reports on military-
seized lands. Our administrative 
body will address the land problems 
after negotiating with the military,” 
he said. “We also have other reports 
on land disputes that are not related 
to the military. I hope these prob-
lems can be resolved soon.” 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

10,000
Number of acres confiscated in Pyin Oo 

Lwin for the military research facility
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Migrant rights group  
slams policy failings

MIGRANTS’ rights advocates have is-
sued a harsh condemnation of the gov-
ernment’s policy for sending workers 
to Thailand, denouncing the system as 
incompetent and corrupt. They have 
called on both the Thai and Myanmar 
governments to clarify their migrant 
labour policies and take more steps to 
educate migrants and reduce systemic 
extortion.

The Migrant Workers’ Rights Net-
work, an advocacy group for Myanmar 
migrants abroad, said in a statement 
on November 12 that Myanmar work-
ers “are being [harmed] as a result of 
poor and incompetent migration policy 
management and corruption”.

“As a result, workers already at high 
risk of labour rights abuse, discrimina-
tion and exploitation are beginning to 
suffer more. Increased risks of traffick-
ing, debt bondage and forced labour 
are becoming visible day by day,” the 
group said.

Department of Labour officials 
have had several meetings with their 
counterparts in the Thai government 

to resolve the issue but MWRN says 
neither government has made any ef-
fort to educate migrants on planned 
policy changes.

“It’s long overdue for these govern-
ments to sit down with representatives 
of migrant workers to devise a system 
that aligns more with the rights and 
interests of workers and less with the 
whimsies of government officials and 
their corrupt broker friends,” said Phil 
Robertson, Asia director of Human 
Rights Watch and author of a 2010 re-
port on abuses against migrant work-
ers in Thailand.

This lack of clarity has strength-
ened the culture of corruption on the 
border even stronger, MWRN said. 
“Rumours and confusion are now 
rampant in Thailand in migrant com-
munities and the situation for migrant 
workers and their employers is rap-
idly deteriorating. For many years, 
officials from all sides have seemingly 
continued to allow such rumours and 
confusion regarding migrant regis-
tration to exist as a means to allow 
brokers to operate with impunity and  
exploitation.”

Representatives from the Depart-
ment of Labour could not be reached 
for comment.

Introduced in 2009, Thailand’s na-
tional verification process was billed 
as a pathway for undocumented mi-
grants to work legally in Thailand.

Through a partnership with the 
Department of Labour in Nay Pyi Taw, 
migrants are supposed to be able to 
pay the equivalent of US$3 for a pass-
port and work permit.

However, the system has been 
blamed for facilitating the exploitation 
of migrants who apply for passports. 
Reports from MWRN as well as other 
human rights groups say that the cost 
for a passport and work permit is as 

high as $300 when bribes to corrupt 
migration officials are factored in.

Many migrant workers take out 
loans from local organised crime 
groups to cover the cost of the pass-
port and work permit.

A migrant labourer works on a trawler at a port in Pattani, southern Thailand. Photo: AFP

FOUR companies have won the 
right to advertise in Yangon’s circu-
lar trains, Myanma Railways says 
– but only the newer cars seem to 
be drawing the eyes of advertisers.

Tenders to display ads on the 
city’s commuter trains were an-
nounced in state-run papers in 
mid-October as part of govern-
ment efforts to reduce losses on 
the service.

The highest bid was received 
for an air-con train with five car-
riages, with Myanmar Distribu-
tion Group agreeing to pay K20 
million a year to advertise.

Tenders for Japanese-made 
rail bus engine trains opened at 
K675,000 per year and were won 
by three companies. New Life Ad-
vertising Group will advertise on 
five trains, at a cost of K1.458 mil-
lion a year for each train, while 
Paing & Paing Co, Ltd and ABC 
Media Group agreed to pay the 
same amount for one train each.

No bids were received to ad-
vertise on the route’s 14 ordinary 
trains. 

Companies had from Novem-
ber 1 to 14 to outfit the carriages 
with ads and the one-year con-
tracts began on November 15.

It is not the first time adver-
tising on trains has been intro-
duced. In 1994-95, the circle 
trains boasted advertisements 
from army-owned Bandoola In-
ternational Limited, shilling 
commodities and juice using ads 
applied directly to the train bod-
ies using enamel paint. The gov-
ernment suspended the plan in 
1996 on aesthetic grounds.

U Htun Aung Thin, Myanma 
Railways’ general manager for 
lower Myanmar, said enamel 
paint can ruin the trains so the 
new advertisements will be ap-
plied using stickers. He said ad-
vertising is prevalent on other 
forms of public transport in Yan-
gon. 

“Public transportation and city 
taxis allow advertisements and 
they earn money from it,” he said, 
giving the example of Bandoola 
Transportation Company, which 
earns K400,000 a year from ads 
on its buses and K200,000 from 
each vehicle in its taxi fleet.

BILL O’TOOLE
botoole12@gmail.com

‘Increased risks of 
trafficking, debt 
bondage and forced 
labour are becoming 
visible day by day.’

Migrant Workers’ Rights Network

Advertising coming 
to city circle trains
AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm@gmail.com
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Peace process must 
hear voices of women, 
says Nobel winner 

PEACE in Myanmar is needed now 
after a half-century of civil war and 
political unrest among ethnic groups, 
2011 Nobel Peace Prize winner Ley-
mah Gbowee of Liberia has told a 
Yangon forum.

Ms Gbowee’s comments came as 
part of a presentation to the National 
Women’s Dialogue forum, held from 
November 9 to 11 at Sky Star Hotel in 
Yangon’s Tarmwe township. 

The event attracted almost 300 
participants, including senior govern-
ment officials, parliamentarians, and 
representatives of local and interna-
tional NGOs and civil society organi-
sations. The opening day concluded 
with a film, Pray the Devil Back to 
Hell, about the peace movement in 
Liberia.

Ms Gbowee said it was essential 
that the peace process addresses all 
issues related to women, as they are 
often the hardest-hit by conflict and 
suffer disproportionately from sexual 
and human rights abuses.

She said women must take on 

more active roles in society not just 
for their own benefit but for that of 
other citizens as well. She encour-
aged women struggling non-violently 
to ensure the safety of others and 
for women’s rights to participate in 
peace-building work.

“Women’s participation in peace-
building work should be more critical 
and strategic,” she said, adding that 
all involved in the peace movement 
need to recognise that increased gen-
der equality will help lead to peace.

Attendees heard from six inter-
national and 13 Myanmar experts, 
who presented on topics including 
implementation of the National 
Strategic Plan for the Advance-

ment of Women; the need for more 
meaningful participation of women 
in development and social sectors 
and peace-building work; and the 
development and implementation 
of a National Action Plan on United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 
1325, which calls for respect for the 
needs of women and girls in post-
conflict contexts, as well as related 
resolutions 1820 and 1888, which 
relate to sexual violence during  
conflict.

Participants also asked donors 
to contribute to projects supporting 
women’s development, especially in 
ethnic areas. 

One of the forum’s organisers, 
Daw May Sabe Phyu, told The Myan-
mar Times that events like the forum 
help to encourage women at all levels 
to participate in development. She 
expressed particular gratitude for Ms 
Gbowee’s involvement.

“It is a special chance for us to 
meet and share experiences from a 
woman and peace activist from Libe-
ria. We can learn from the experience 
of other countries,” Daw May Sabe 
Phyu said. 

“Women in Myanmar and all over 
the world are struggling to achieve 
[equal] participation. It is a long pro-
cess but I am optimistic that we are 
on the way to success.”

Companies combine 
for free eye treatment

A LOCAL and Singaporean company 
have combined forces to deliver free 
eye care to more than 500 patients 
from the Meiktila area.

Great Wall International and Sin-
gapore-based Wilmar Group spon-
sored the operations from November 
11 to 16 at Meiktila Hospital in Man-
dalay Region.

“I appreciate the two sponsors for 
giving free aid to patients. It’s a very 
useful contribution for those who 
normally can’t afford to undergo eye  

surgery,” said Mandalay Region Minis-
ter for Social Welfare U Win Hlaing.

Patients received free transfer to 
the hospital and will also receive free 
post-operative care.

“I’m very pleased to be able to pro-
vide free medical treatment for those 
who really need it,” said Great Wall di-
rector U Tin Maung.

U Phoe Pyar, 70, from Thazi town-
ship, was among those who received 
treatment.

“I’ve had eye surgery before but 
now I can’t see clearly,” he said. “I can’t 
afford to get surgery again so I’m very 
grateful for this free program.”

A man waits for free eye treatment in Meiktila on November 11. Photo: Si Thu Lwin
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‘Women’s 
participation in 
peace-building 
work should be 
more critical and 
strategic.’

Leymah Gbowee 
Nobel Peace Prize winner
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After 250 
years, king’s 
letter gets a 
response – 
in 3D form

MYANMAR will receive a 3D digital 
version of an historic letter from King 
Alaungpaya to King George II that 
has been kept in a German library for 
more than 250 years. 

The 3D replica will be sent to My-
anmar next year to mark the 60th anni-
versary of relations between Germany 
and Myanmar, the German Foreign 
Office said last week. The letter will 
be put on display at the new National 
Museum currently under construction 
in Nay Pyi Taw. 

Myanmar’s ambassador to Ger-
many, U Soe Nwe, told The Myanmar 
Times that the gift would give Myan-
mar citizens the chance to learn about 
their country’s history.

“We will not receive the original let-
ter back because it was a gift that our 
king officially offered to King George 
II,” he said. 

King Alaungpaya sent the letter 
Britain’s King George II in 1756. It 
was then stored in the Leibniz library 
in the north German city of Hanover, 
which was George II’s hometown. 
Written in Myanmar, the letter was en-
graved on a gold sheet, decorated with 
24 rubies and encased in an elephant 
tusk for delivery.

In his letter, Alaungpaya gives his 
permission to build a fortified base 
on the Myanmar coast for East India 
Company ships. However, the letter 
went unanswered. 

The foreign office said a range of 
bilateral cultural and educational ac-
tivities are planned next year to mark 
the anniversary. Germany also plans 
to open a cultural centre, the Goethe 
Institute, in Myanmar within the next 
six months to facilitate cultural, edu-
cation and media exchange programs.

YAMON PHU THIT
yamon89@gmail.com

Only democratic governments 
can survive, says U Shwe Mann

A GOVERNMENT can only survive 
if it rules through democratic laws,  
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker Thura 
U Shwe Mann told Mandalay resi-
dents last week.

Democracy is also the only politi-
cal system that can develop a coun-
try’s economy, the Union Solidarity 
and Development Party leader told 
civil society groups, parliamentar-
ians, political party representatives 
and regional government officials 
during the November 9 meeting.

“A country should be governed by 
democratic rules rather than giving 
pressure through power or orders,” 
the speaker said. “It is the only right 
way to govern people in the long 
term. So representatives elected by 
the people should make legislation 
in accord with the wishes of our 60 
million people.”

He discussed some of parliament’s 
recent legislative activities, including 
the National Races Rights Protection 
Law and the Farmer Rights Protec-
tion Law, which he said was aimed 
at “lifting the majority of poor out of 
poverty”.

He said MPs are also planning to 

introduce a law to provide loans to 
farmers whose crops are damaged by 
natural disasters, while discussion 
over constitutional amendments is 
already underway.

Thura U Shwe Mann said he 
embarked on the trip to upper My-
anmar because he wanted to get 
feedback from the public about what 
they want parliament to do for them.

“I came to Mandalay to listen 
to the real voice from the public, 
which I can’t hear when I’m in par-
liament. You all have the right to 
say to me openly what you need,” 
he said.

During the meeting, civil soci-
ety groups asked questions about 
planned amendments to the 2008 
constitution and changes to the  

Tatmadaw MPs in the hluttaws. They 
also asked questions about land 
seized by the military.

Thura U Shwe Mann responded 
to issues related to the union govern-
ment and Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, while 
Mandalay Region Chief Minister U 
Ye Myint replied to questions related 
to the regional government. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

SI THU LWIN
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Thura U Shwe Mann greets civil society leaders in Mandalay on November 9. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Warm 
December 
to bring 
rain, fog
A WARM December will bring rain and 
fog to Myanmar’s mountains, a Depart-
ment of Meteorology and Hydrology 
official says. 

Director U Chit Kyaw told the 10th 
Monsoon Forum in Nay Pyi Taw on 
November 13 that the cause would be 
storms resulting from a depression in 
the Bay of Bengal. 

“These conditions could be hazard-
ous for aircraft, and have implications 
for farmers. They might need to spray 
insecticide because of pest infestation,” 
he said, adding that the department 
will issue prompt 48-hour warnings.

Chin, Shan and Kachin states and 
Sagaing and Bago regions have already 
been experiencing misty weather since 
October. December is also likely to bring 
unseasonable rain to coastal areas of 
Yangon, Ayeyarwady and Tanintharyi 
regions and Mon State, as well as Saga-
ing Region and Kachin State, the depart-
ment said. However, January and Febru-
ary are expected to be cool and dry.

“The world climate is normal, with 
no El Niño or La Niña,” he said, refer-
ring to powerful regional weather con-
ditions. – Hsu Hlaing Htun, transla-
tion by Thiri Min Htun
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A trickle of foreigners  
follow the road to Mandalay

Manager Thomas Linton pours a drink at Hunter’s Cafe and Bar on Mandalay’s 
27th Street during a Halloween night in October. Photo: Jeremy Mullins

IF the flow of Western expatriates 
filling Yangon’s bars, bakeries and 
beer stations can be described as a 
flood, then Mandalay is seeing just a 
trickle of the same.

Long a magnet for Chinese busi-
nesspeople, the city is home to just 
a few dozen Western expatriates – 
barely a fraction of the thousands 
of Western teachers, businesspeople 
and NGO workers clustered in Myan-
mar’s largest city.

Mandalay’s Western community 
has a decidedly different flavour than 
Yangon’s. And since the advent of di-
rect flights to Mandalay, many expats 
here say they have never bothered to 
visit Yangon.

The small expatriate community is 
spread throughout the city, with for-
eigners often living near the schools 
at which they teach. They keep in 
touch through a Facebook group, on 
which events and meetings at several 
Western-style bars that have sprung 
up in the last year are posted.

Natashia Curtis, a Canadian 
teacher who arrived in Mandalay 
in early 2012, said the city is a com-
fortable place to live despite lacking 
some modern conveniences and hav-
ing few entertainment options. 

With few foreigners in town, the 
community tends to be quite close-
knit, she said. “It’s an easy place to 
live in, even though it’s a bit off the 
beaten track, a bit rustic,” she said.

“It’s easy to fall into life here.”
Ms Curtis and fellow teacher Vila 

Thach are the administrators of the 
“In the MandaLoop” Facebook page, 
which simplifies organising meet-
ups and assists expats with answer-
ing questions and making local  
connections.

The group started with barely a 
dozen members last year as a way 
to keep in touch, as many foreigners 
taught at different schools and com-
munication was difficult without mo-
bile phones.

MandaLoop has since grown to 70 
members, though far below similar 

expat groups such as the 1130 mem-
bers for Yangon Connection Face-
book group, and 2549 for the Yangon 
Expat Connection Google group.

It was difficult coordinating expat 
meet-ups before the Facebook group 
started and several recent expatriate-
oriented restaurants opened their 
doors, Ms Curtis said. Until recently 
it had been “entirely possible” to live 
in Mandalay as an expat without 
meeting any other foreigners, par-
ticularly if not working at a school, 
she said. While the use of motorbikes 
means expats in Mandalay are rela-
tively mobile, this also leads to them 
being spread throughout the city.

Lieutenant Colonel Thaung Zaw, 
director of Mandalay Region’s im-

migration and registration depart-
ment, said the majority of Western 
expats in the city are employed as 
teachers.

Some 500 foreigners on business 
visas are registered with the city’s im-
migration department and allowed 
to work locally. Most are Chinese 
citizens.

As of last month, 25 Americans 
were registered, along with eight 
from the United Kingdom, and a 
handful of Australians, Europeans 
and Canadians, Lt Col Thaung Zaw 
said.

“The number is now growing as 
a result of the government’s reform 
strategy. More foreigners want to 
come to invest or work in a business,” 
he said.

Mr Thach said that about six Man-
dalay schools presently hire Western-
ers as teachers, though many are lo-
cated far from the traditional tourist 
haunts. This has meant expatriate life 
was just as likely to take place in the 
restaurants and beer stations of 35th 

Street as the tourist enclaves near the 
palace and the Indian quarter.

However, this is beginning to 
change, particularly as several West-
ern-style establishments have opened 
their doors in recent months and be-
come havens for thirsty foreigners.

Thomas Linton, manager at Hunt-
er’s Cafe and Bar on 27th Street, said 
his establishment initially aimed 
to cater to the expat and tourist  
markets.

“I don’t want to deter people from 
having a Myanmar experience. Go 
and sit in the tea shops and the beer 
stations. But I’m here for when you 
need a break and [to] have your beef 
burger and glass of red wine,” he said.

Mr Linton has been living on and 
off in Myanmar since 1997 and the 
laid-back Mandalay lifestyle clearly 
appeals to him.

“I had a high-stress job and lifestyle 

in Darwin [Australia], earning a lot 
more money. But here you can chill out 
a little more, don’t have to worry about 
things so much,” he said. “Expats in 
Mandalay realise [they’re living in] one 
of the final frontiers.”

While Mr Linton initially figured 
business would come primarily from 
Westerners, he said he has been sur-
prised the majority of his customers 
are Myanmar eager for a Western  
experience.

At Central Park restaurant, fur-
ther down 27th Street, Wilbur Hong, 
a Myanmar national who has spent 
much of his life abroad, said he had 
not expected to draw so many expat 
customers when he opened his res-
taurant earlier this year.

However, a menu heavy on West-
ern fare, a network of expat friends 
and listing on TripAdvisor all drive 
foreign business to his restaurant, he 
said. He estimates about 20 to 30 per-
cent of his customers are foreigners, 
and almost two-thirds of these are 
Mandalay-based teachers.

Although attracted to the city’s 
slow pace and lack of traffic jams, Mr 
Hong conceded that Mandalay might 
not suit everyone.

“If expats are looking for a city 
lifestyle, than Mandalay might not 
be the right place for them. But if the 
expat is looking to enjoy local Bur-
mese culture, Mandalay is the prior-
ity place,” he said.

The immigration department’s 
Lt Col Thaung Zaw said the city is 
keen to receive economic benefits 
from abroad, with the number of 
Western businesspeople slowly  
increasing.

“Westerners [who live in Manda-
lay] spend so much money,” he said.

The major headache for the de-
partment has come from foreigners 
who do not abide by visa regulations. 
A common example is attempting to 
work on a tourist visa. Unintentionally 

breaking this rule results in a polite 
request to cease working but a deliber-
ate violation can result in deportation 
and the individual being placed on a 
blacklist and refused entry to Myan-
mar, he said.

Lt Col Thaung Zaw said that for-
eigners are sometimes heavy drink-
ers and misunderstandings do oc-
casionally arise between Westerners 
and locals but the expat community 
generally receives a warm welcome 
from Mandalay residents. The city 
has introduced “Foreigner Care 
Teams” at the township and ward 
levels to assist in addressing issues.

While Lt Col Thaung Zaw said 
he believed the growth in expats 
the city has seen in recent years is 
likely to continue, there are ques-
tions over whether this is positive for  
Mandalay.

Some say that the city stands to 
benefit from the influx of expatriates, 
and the expertise and investment 
dollars they bring, while others say 
Mandalay could risk losing a bit of 
what makes it special.

“If everywhere looked the same, 
if Mandalay and Yangon looked the 
same, it’d be like everyone wearing 
the same t-shirt on a street,” said Mr 
Hong. “How would you feel?”

A group of Westerners take part in water festival celebrations in Mandalay earlier this year. Photo: Phyo Wai Kyaw
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The city’s few dozen expats keep in touch through a Facebook group and regular events at a handful of Western-style bars 

‘It’s an easy place to 
live in, even though 
it’s a bit off the 
beaten track,  
a bit rustic.’

Natashia Curtis 
Canadian teacher in Mandalay
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NO Myanmar nationals have been re-
ported missing or killed by Typhoon 
Haiyan in the Philippines, five days af-
ter it made landfall, a spokesperson for 
the consular section of the Myanmar 
embassy in Manila has told The Myan-
mar Times.

“We have not received any reports 
from here [the Philippines] or from the 
government in Myanmar” of missing 
Myanmar nationals, the official said. 

The embassy official said about 400 
Myanmar nationals live in the Philip-
pines. The majority are students study-
ing at universities in the capital Manila, 
which was largely spared the worst 
effects of the storm, with only minor 
damage around the city.

However, in the town of Tacloban, 
the provincial capital of Leyte province, 
more than 4400 have been confirmed 
dead as a result of the typhoon, which 
made landfall in the Philippines on 
November 7. About 12 million people 
– roughly 10 percent of the country’s 
population – have been affected.

On November 12 President U Thein 
Sein and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
U Wunna Maung Lwin expressed their 
sympathy to the Philippines for the “ex-
tensive loss of lives and property” caused 
by the typhoon. – Tim McLaughlin

No Myanmar 
dead, missing 
from typhoon 
in Philippines

Indonesians 
on trial over 
embassy 
bomb plot
TWO suspected Indonesian extremists 
went on trial last week accused of an 
“evil conspiracy” to bomb the Myan-
mar embassy in Jakarta to avenge the 
killing of Rohingya Muslims.

Rokhadi, 28, and Achmad Taufiq, 
22, could face the death penalty over 
the plan to attack the mission in May, 
amid anger in Muslim-majority Indo-
nesia at persecution of the Rohingya in 
mainly Buddhist Myanmar, where they 
are officially known as Bengalis.

Mr Rokhadi, who like many Indo-
nesians goes by one name, allegedly 
raised funds for the attack while Mr 
Taufiq is accused of helping assemble 
bombs. 

Police say they foiled the plot when 
they arrested Mr Taufiq, who was car-
rying a backpack full of pipe bombs, 
along with another man riding a mo-
torbike in south Jakarta the night be-
fore the planned attack.

“The accused carried out an evil 
conspiracy,” prosecutor Okto Ricardo 
told the South Jakarta District Court 
on November 11.

The men “wanted to bomb the My-
anmar embassy in Jakarta so that there 
would be casualties, injuries and dam-
age” to put pressure on the government 
in Myanmar, whom they blamed for 
the attacks on the Rohingya, Mr Ri-
cardo said.

There have been a string of attacks 
on minority Muslims in Myanmar 
since last year, mostly in Rakhine State. 
Hundreds have been killed and tens of 
thousands made homeless.

Buddhist mobs are seen as the main 
perpetrators behind the attacks al-
though rights groups have also accused 
Myanmar security forces of complicity 
in the violence – an allegation denied 
by the authorities.

Mr Rokhadi and Mr Taufiq are just 
two of several men who have been ap-
prehended over the attacks. The trials 
of the accused got under way the pre-
vious week with the case of Separiano, 
who goes by one name. – AFP

Classroom comes to teashop kids

CHILD teashop workers who don’t 
have the opportunity to go school are 
to have teachers brought to them on 
a “classroom” bus.

Thousands of school-age young-
sters who work long hours in tea-
shops across Myanmar are missing 
out on even the most basic educa-
tion. Now the Myanmar Mobile Ed-
ucation Project (myME) is to start 
offering some of them the chance to 
undertake regular lessons on the spe-
cially converted vehicle.

The brainchild of former 88 Gen-
eration student and human rights ac-
tivist Tim Aye Hardy, the six-month 
pilot project will begin in Yangon in 
January. It then expects to expand 
its stock of mobile classrooms and 
teaching staff to cover more of the 
city and, eventually, other parts of 
Myanmar.

The aim is to provide the teashop 
children with the opportunity to 
learn basic literacy, maths, and com-
puter skills in a safe environment 
where they can also gain self-confi-
dence and critical thinking skills.

Mr Hardy, who left Myanmar for 
the US in 1989, is being supported 
in the project by Myanmar academy 
award-winning actress and cam-
paigner for human rights and de-
mocracy, Grace Swe Zin Htaik.

Mr Hardy said he was moved to 

help teashop children after return-
ing to Myanmar in December 2011 
and hearing their harrowing stories 
of being forced into indentured ser-
vitude. Many children told him they 
worked 16 hours a day to send money 
back to relatives in other parts of the 
country.

“This project is about education 
and encouraging a change of at-
titude,” he said. “We need to have 
the teashop owners’ and the whole 
community’s support for this as a 

movement, as well as giving the 
children an incentive to learn. True 
reform can only happen through  
education.”

“We want the children to under-
stand the importance of education 
and demonstrate to the teashop own-
ers the value in having workers who 
are educated. By teaching the chil-
dren basic literacy and math, as well 
as critical thinking and a little Eng-
lish, it will not only help them have 
a brighter future, but also be good 

for the teashop owners as Myanmar 
develops and the demand for quality 
staff grows.”

During the pilot period, the mo-
bile classroom will offer lessons in 
three locations. In each location, 
two-hour lesson blocks will be run 
six days a week, with children having 
the opportunity to attend either be-
ginner or intermediate classes every 
second day.

The bus is able to accommodate 
up to 20 pupils at a time, meaning 
around 120 children will be given ac-
cess to lessons during the pilot peri-
od. The first hour of each session will 
be spent providing basic literacy and 
numeracy lessons and the second 
hour in encouraging critical thinking 
and confidence-building.

Mr Hardy and the myME support 
team in the US have been working 
closely with international education 
providers to create a curriculum 
aimed at the specific needs of chil-
dren working in teashops.

As well as seeking advice from 
mobile education projects in India 
and South Africa, the myME team 
have been collaborating with the 
New School in New York on the  
curriculum.

“This project will be a door-open-
er for access to education and a role 
model,” Grace Swe Zin Htaik said.  “It 
will perform as an entrepreneurship 
to share teaching know-how that all 
[stake]holders can use.”

The interior of a bus that is being converted into a classroom. Photo: Supplied

FIONA MACGREGOR
newsroom@mmtimes.com
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Farmers hit 
with trespass 
charges – twice

EARLIER this year, a group of 
farmers in Pyin Oo Lwin town-
ship cleared brush from their 
former farmlands. Now about 
30 of them are facing charges of 
trespassing – one from the De-
partment of Forestry and another 
from a third party who claims the 
land is his.

U Zaw Win, a Pyin Oo Lwin-
based lawyer with the Facilitators 
Network with ILO, a local group 
that works with the International 
Labor Organization, said the man 
submitted the complaint on the 
grounds that the land is part of 
his coffee plantation.

But the lawyer said it was il-
logical for both the government 
and the coffee plantation owner 
to assert a claim against the 
farmers.

“If the plot is privately owned, 
the Department of Forestry does 
not have the right to sue the 
farmers. Similarly, if the land was 
still kept by the department, the 
alleged private owner shall not 
have the right to file a lawsuit 
against farmers,” U Zaw Win said.

The forestry department has 
charged the farmers under sec-
tion 40(a) of the forestry law for 
trespassing on a forest reserve, 
while the alleged coffee planta-
tion owner is charging the farm-
ers under sections 447 and 427, 
for trespassing and destruction 
of plants and fences.

The lawsuit filed by the De-
partment of Forestry will be 
heard by a judge at Pyin Oo Lwin 
township court, while the charge 
put forward by the alleged owner 

of the coffee plantation is being 
examined separately by a deputy 
judge, he said.

Both sets of charges stem from 
the clearing of shrubs from fields 
near northern Pwe Kauk village, 
during early monsoon season. 
Resident Ko Zaw Htike said the 
confusion is due to a series of 
land seizures that have left the 
exact ownership details unclear.

“In 2001, 100 acres of land 
in our village was seized for the 
purposes of a coffee plant project, 
but we weren’t paid any compen-
sation. The coffee plantation was 
moderately successful. Then in 

2005 a further 100 acres was tak-
en from our village. But no coffee 
plants were grown there so we 
[cleared] the land,” he said.

U Zaw Win said the problems 
faced by those in Pwe Kauk are 
representative of a larger prob-
lem in Myanmar. “Officials allo-
cate lands to private owners on a 
map without conducting any sur-
vey in advance. The map shows 
many vacant plots but in reality 
they are fields with crop fields 
and this causes many farmland 
disputes across the country.” 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

SI THU 
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‘If the plot is 
privately owned, 
the Department of 
Forestry does not 
have the right to 
sue the farmers.’

U Zaw Win 
Lawyer and activist

Complaints emerge over 
Paunglaung Dam compensation

Workers build the Paunglaung dam in Shan State’s Pinlaung township. Photo: Supplied/Kayan Youth Group

WA LONE
walone14@gmail.com

SOME residents forced to relocate 
for the Upper Paunglaung hydro-
power project in Shan State have 
accused the government of shifting 
them to villages with no electric-
ity supply, few water resources, no 
transportation and no land on which 
to grow crops. 

Five residents travelled to Yangon 
to explain their difficulties to the me-
dia. They said they have already com-
plained to President U Thein Sein’s of-
fice but no action has been taken.

A major concern, they said, is the 
government’s failure to provide the 
promised 6 acres of cultivable land to 
each household. 

“Next year our lands will be flooded 
for the dam and we still haven’t got 
any new land from them,” said Khun 
Thu Rain from Tha Hlay village in Pin-
laung township. 

Daw Amar Sein from Leih Li village 
said there was also confusion about the 
way officials had measured out plots 
of land given as compensation. “The 
standard measurement is 80 by 100 
feet (24 by 30 metres), but they [au-

thorities] gave us 50 by 60,” she said.
Launched in 2004, electricity 

from the 140-megawatt dam will be 
used to power Nay Pyi Taw. The dam 
is about 80 percent complete, ac-
cording to officials.

But it is unclear what proportion of 
the 15,000 from 23 villages who have 
moved or will move for the project are 
unhappy with the compensation terms. 
A number have previously told The My-
anmar Times they were satisfied with 
the support given by the government, 
both financial and otherwise. 

U Maw Thar Htwe, director gen-
eral of the Department of Hydropower 
Implementation, insisted that the 
majority are happy with the amount 
of compensation paid, which ranged 
from K930,000 to K6.2 million de-
pending on the size of the house to be 
relocated. According to the Shan State 
government, K12.3 billion in compen-
sation has already been distributed.

The Ministry of Electric Power also 
helped transport residents and their 
belongings to the new villages.

“We helped them with the minis-
try’s vehicles and hired motor boats. 
They dismantled their houses together 
according to their custom because 

they know their properties better than 
we do,” U Maw Thar Htwe. 

Village-tract administrator U Nyont 
Win said he believed most residents are 
satisfied, as the compensation paid was 
above the market rate. 

He confirmed that the authorities 
have promised to give each household 
6 acres of cultivatable land in De-
cember 2012 before the villages were  
relocated.

“Land administration is complicat-
ed and can’t be done by one ministry 
alone. For example, it will also need 
permission from the Ministry of For-
estry and the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Irrigation. Because of this there 
might be some delays in giving land to 
the residents,” he said. “But I can say 
for sure that each family will get the 
land they have been promised.”

But U Han Tin from Kan Hla vil-
lage said no amount of compensa-
tion could make up for the loss of his 
3 acres. “I think most people aren’t 
happy with their compensation. It’s 
not enough to rebuild our lives,” he 
said. “I wouldn’t have sold my land if 
you had offered me K30 million for 1 
acre.” – Additional reporting by Pyae 
Thet Phyo
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Mandalay govt plans 
palace restoration

THE Mandalay Region government 
plans to start renovation of Manda-
lay’s palace in its museum, which is 
home to royal regalia and items used 
by Myanmar’s last royals. 

Minister for Finance U Myint Kyu 
said the renovation is sorely needed 
to preserve the last vestiges of the 
royal family.

“Objects on display in the museum 
will decay soon if they continue to be 
kept under present conditions,” he 
said. “We plan to preserve them with 
technical assistance. These historical 
royal utensils cannot be replicated.”

The minister said while the first 
phase of renovation is expected to cost 
about K150 million, the regional gov-
ernment earns just K12 million a year 
from entrance fees from local visitors. 

To make up the shortfall, the  
regional government has proposed 
to share the foreign income earned 
from Mandalay zone entrance fee 
tickets sold to foreign visitors.

“Foreigners are supposed to pay 
US$10 a person for a ticket, which 
gives them access to the Mandalay 
zone for five days. Now we have ne-
gotiated with the union government 
to allocate half of the income from 
zone entrance fees to the project. We 
can start our renovation plan when 
we actually get the budget allot-
ment,” U Myint Kyu said.

“We will restore the palace to its 

original style to draw more foreign 
tourists. We might consider contract-
ing private companies to conduct the 
renovations if we think they can do a 
better job,” he said.

The union government trans-
ferred control of Mandalay Palace to 
the regional government on June 7.

Known as Mya Nan San Kyaw 
Golden Palace, the building is 1004 
feet by 574 feet (301 metres by 172m). 
Destroyed by fire in World War II, it 
was rebuilt by the military regime 
from 1989. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

A foreign visitor examines 
photos of Myanmar’s royal 
family at the Mandalay 
palace museum earlier this 
month. Photo: Si Thu Lwin
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Share of income from Mandalay zone tickets sold to tourists for US$10 will fund 
$150,000 restoration of palace museum, says regional government minister

 MILLION KYATS 
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The amount earned each year from 
entrance fees to Mandalay palace 

collected from local visitors  

 TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
The Dial Corporation, a company incorporated in the United 
States of America, of 19001 North Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale, 
Arizona, 85255 U.S.A., is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

RENUZIT
Reg. No. 8853/2013

in respect of “Class 03: Room fragrancing preparations. Class 
05:  Deodorants other than for human beings or for animals; air 
deodorizer; air freshener sprays; air fresheners and air freshening 
preparations; carpet deodorizers; carpet fresheners and odor 
eliminators; household deodorizer; odor neutralizing preparations 
for use on carpets, fabrics, upholstery and in the air; refills for air 
fresheners; room deodorants; room fresheners”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for The  Dial  Corporation
P. O. Box 60, Yangon         
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 18 November 2013

 
TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE

Clariant AG, a company organized under the laws of Switzerland 
and having its  principal office at Rothausstrasse 61, 4132 Muttenz, 
Switzerland is the owner and  sole proprietor of the following  
Trademark:-

HYTREAT
Reg. Nos. 4/8394/2013 for Int’l Class 01 and 4/8395/2013 for Int’l 
Class 02

Used in respect of:-

Chemical products for use in the oil and gas industry; chemical 
agents for inhibiting the formation or agglomeration of gas 
hydrates; chemical additives for oil (International class 01)

Anti corrosive preparations for use in the oil and gas industry. 
(International class 02)

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun & The Law Chambers                                                                             
Ph: 0973150632 
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
 (For.Domnern Somgiat & Boonma,                           
Attorneys at Law, Thailand)                                                                               
Dated. 18th November, 2013

BCI Asia is the #1 Building and Construction Media Company 
in Asia-Pacific Region. For more information visit www.bciasia.com . We are 
seeking qualified candidate for: 

Research Consultant (Yangon Office)
Responsibilities:  
1.	Construction Research
2.	Project lead report, maintaining quality and accuracy of reports, cold calls
3.	Database management, Meetings, Occasional Field Research
4.	Handle inbound client enquiries within given timeframe

Requirements: 
1.	Energetic, Meticulous and Motivated Graduate
2.	Excellent interpersonal, persuasive and communicative skills
3.	1-2 years of experience in construction industry is added advantage
4. Fresh graduates in real estate/building/architectural related fields are encouraged 

to apply / Good spoken and written skill in English and Burmese required.

Submit your application by 30/12/2013 to:
Email:  s.kheng@bciasia.com, dater@bciasia.com
BCI Asia Construction Information Pte Ltd, 
(Only shortlisted candidates will be notified)
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Business

PIRATES beware: A law protecting 
intellectual property (IP) could soon 
be on the books after intensive dis-
cussions with local and international 
experts on copyright, trademarks and 
industrial design, officials said.

After 11 rounds of discussion and 
amendments, and with input from the 
World Intellectual Property Organisa-
tion (WIPO) and the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (JICA), the 
Ministry of Science and Technology 
has a completed draft law.

The process began in 1998 when 
Myanmar joined the WIPO, but delays 
have occurred in ensuring compliance 
with international and ASEAN norms. 
It is only now, 15 years later, that the 
law is back on track. 

“We already finished the final draft 
specifying crimes and penalties, and re-
ported to the Attorney-General’s office 
earlier this month. We are now dealing 
with enforcement,” said Daw Tin Ohm-
ar Tun, chair of the ASEAN Intellectual 
Property Organisation, who has been 
participating in the discussions.

“I think we can receive the final 
amendment from the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s office next month and maybe 
report to Parliament in January,” she 
told The Myanmar Times.

The law will cover copyright, trade-
marks and industrial design, said Daw 
Moe Moe Thew, deputy director gen-
eral of the Ministry of Science and 
Technology.

An effective IP law could help at-
tract foreign direct investment com-
panies and create jobs, said U Thein 
Aung, an advocate and IP consultant. 

“We need laws governing techno-
logical innovation and international 
copyright because most foreign inves-
tors are engaged in technology,” he 
said. “Otherwise, investors are afraid 
their products’ names and designs will 
be copied.”

IP laws 
reach 
final draft 
Nyan Lynn Aung
29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

A LEADING food and beverage suppli-
er to Myanmar’s restaurants has been 
forced to close amid accusations it il-
legally imported wine valued at K600 
million (US$620,000). The crackdown 
has sent shockwaves through the sec-
tor and prompted calls for reform of 
import rules, which industry sources 
say are outdated and only encourage 
illegal imports.

A Ministry of Commerce team 
raided Quarto Products in late Octo-
ber because it believed the company 
was illegally importing food and bev-
erage items, said U Thein Htun Oo, a 
director in the Ministry of Commerce’s 
Department of Commerce and Con-
sumer Affairs. It has since charged the 
company’s managing director, who is 
facing a three-year jail term, he said.

“We believe that [Quarto] may be 
the illegal [wine] distributor for the 
whole local market,” he said. “They 
could not show us the documents of 
import declarations.”

He alleged that Quarto imported 
the wine through Tharapa and Bay 
of Bengal resorts. A surprise check 
by a mobile customs team uncov-
ered “many” bottles of wine in three 
1600-square-foot warehouses, he said, 
and the company could not produce 
documentation showing the wine had 
been legally imported.

The company was forced to tempo-
rarily close following the raid and said 
in a letter to customers on October 29 
that “due to a government audit we 
are not able to arrange delivery today. 
We are very sorry for this short notice 
and for any trouble this may bring to 
your operation.” The following day 
Quarto told customers that the audit 
“will be completed by today and we 
should be able to resume deliveries 
by tomorrow”. The company is yet to 
resume operations and declined to  

comment for this article.
Quarto’s problems were evident 

at the MyanFood’13 exhibition, held 
at Yangon’s Tatmadaw Hall from No-
vember 6 to 8. Although it was a “gold 
sponsor” of the event, the company’s 
booth sat empty, with a Heineken la-
bel hastily covered by a sheet of white 
paper. A number of customs officials 
attended the exhibition, checking doc-
umentation for stock imported for the 
event.   

A spokesperson for a freight  

forwarding company involved in or-
ganising the exhibition said Quarto’s 
empty booth and pavilion came as a 
“surprise”.

“They said that they could not dis-
play due to authorities confiscating 
their goods and sealing their product 
warehouse,” she said, adding that no 
stock had been confiscated from the 
22 international exhibitors who took 
part in the exhibition, as they all were 
able to provide import documents to 
the authorities at the time of the spot 

checks. 
“Now the Myanma Customs and 

the Ministry of Commerce have a mo-
bile team consisting of police that can 
check everywhere – surprise checks.” 

It remains unclear why only Quar-
to Products has been targeted by cus-
toms officials, who say they were act-
ing on media reports and information 
from their marine investigation team. 
The threat of audits and possible crim-
inal charges has, however, prompted a 
number of other wine distributors to 

Authorities crack down on illegal wine

A pedestrian walks past popular wine shop The Warehouse, which closed following accusations that Quarto Products illegally imported hundreds of thousands of dollars’ 
worth of wine. Photo: Thiri Lu

thomas kean Aye Thidar Kyaw
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EU-Myanmar task force 
tackles trade issues

Condominium law 
may soon become a 
reality 

Exchange Rates (November 15 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro
Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar
Thai Baht
US Dollar

K1300
K300
K777

K31
K971

K1310
K305
K782

K31.50
K973Business 22 property 26

temporarily close their doors. While 
several distributors refused to speak 
on the record, one told The Myanmar 
Times last week that there was “con-
fusion in the market ... no one knows 
what is happening”.

“We understood there would be 
some regulation change but this defi-
nitely caught everyone by surprise,” said 
the source. “Everyone just wants to see 
some proper regulations put in place.”

While widely available, existing 
Myanmar laws effectively ban the 

importation of wine and other types 
of alcohol. Only hotels and duty-free 
shops are allowed to bring alcohol 
and cigarettes into the country. The 
restrictions, which date back several 
decades, have been criticised for en-
couraging illegal imports. 

To get around the ban, some busi-
nesses have been known to collabo-
rate with hotels to import additional 
alcohol products that are then sold to 
restaurants and retailers – as Quarto is 
accused of doing – while others simply 
import through illegal channels. 

While the practice is no longer 
thought to occur, embassies were ru-
moured to have imported significant 
quantities through diplomatic chan-
nels in the 1990s that were then sold 
through local distributors.

Quarto is one of just a handful of 
major wine suppliers, along with City 
Mart’s wholesaler subsidiary, Premi-
um Distribution.

U Sonny Aung Khin, the owner of 
Padonmar restaurant in Yangon and a 
senior member of the Myanmar Res-
taurants Association, said the crack-
down meant many restaurants were 
struggling to get fresh supplies of wine. 

“There’s a shortage now because 
[many distributors] are closed tem-
porarily. Even some of the small 
shops that you see all over the city are 
closed,” he said.

In an effort to bring about reform 
to import rules, the Union of Myan-
mar Federation of Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry met with related 
associations and stakeholders to dis-
cuss the issue on November 12. 

 “Our affiliated associations, our 
members, they have the idea [that al-
cohol] imports should be allowed. Even 
though [Myanmar] doesn’t allow it, 
there are a lot of products flowing in. 
This increases the cost [of alcohol] and 
there are also a lot of fake products,” 
UMFCCI general secretary U Moe My-
int Kyaw told The Myanmar Times.  

“Legalising imports will allow us 
to control the quality ... We are los-
ing [tax] revenue as well. If we legally 
allow [imports], that problem can be 
solved.”

Authorities crack down on illegal wine

A pedestrian walks past popular wine shop The Warehouse, which closed following accusations that Quarto Products illegally imported hundreds of thousands of dollars’ 
worth of wine. Photo: Thiri Lu

LOCAL construction on the con-
troversial US$2 billion crude oil 
pipeline that would flow from Chi-
na to Myanmar is near completion 
though operations will be delayed 
until next year, officials said. 

Requesting anonymity, an offi-
cial from South-East Asia Crude Oil 
Pipeline Co Ltd, the firm that will 
operate the pipeline once it comes 
online, said Myanmar would com-
plete its end of the pipeline this 
year.

“Construction is now 96 percent 
complete,” he said, adding that an 
oil refinery has yet to be built in 
China.

Nevertheless, the Chinese gov-
ernment doubts any oil will be 
pumped through before the target-
ed deadline of December 31 as the 
essential refinery that would pro-
cess oil has yet to be built.

“It is not known when operations 
will begin because the construction 
of an oil refinery has been delayed,” 
Huo Wenjun, third secretary at the 
Chinese Embassy in Myanmar told 
The Myanmar Times on November 
13. “First the refinery was to be built 
in Kunming, but now it will be else-
where in Yunnan province.” 

Once operational, the pipeline 
will move 200,000 barrels of crude 

oil each day, 40,000 of which will go 
to Myanmar, while the government 
is working on plans to install a re-
finery able to process 25,000 barrels 
a day, said Ken Tun, CEO of the Par-
ami Energy Group of Companies.

“Still, a refinery producing less 
than 100,000 barrels each day can-
not be commercially profitable. We 
should consider the long term and 
wait to see what will happen over 
the next 10 years.”

The China National Petroleum 
Cooperation (CNPC) began the pro-
ject in 2008 in order to create an 
outlet to import oil from the Middle 
East and Africa. For Myanmar’s role 
as a transit area, it would be paid 
US$7 million each year in addition 
to another $1 per tonne of crude oil 

that passes through, the SEAOP has 
said.

Work on the $2 billion pipeline, 
which stretches 771km from Ra-
khine State to the Chinese border, 
began in 2011 and was immediately 
dogged by controversy as protes-
tors claim safety and human rights 
violations, land-grabs and environ-
mental damage.  

“We understand that the project 
is to provide power for China, while 
nearly 80 percent of our people 
are living in darkness,” said Wong 
Aung an advocate at the Shwe Gas  
Movement.

“In Rakhine State, fishermen 
were banned from entering some 
areas and farmers were reported-
ly forced to surrender their land. 
Pipeline security has increased 
the military presence in northern 
Shan State,” he said. “We want the 
project to be halted until federal-
ism is established and the issue 
of resource ownership is dealt 
with in a way acceptable to ethnic  
nationalities.”

The CNPC has 50.9pc ownership 
of the project, while MOGE (Myan-
mar Oil and Gas Enterprise) holds 
7.37pc, Daewoo 25.04pc, KOGAS 
(Korean Gas Corporation) 4.17pc, 
GAIL (Gas Authority of India Lim-
ited) 4.17pc and ONGC (Oil and Nat-
ural Gas Corporation from India) 
8.35pc. 

Contested Sino-Myanmar oil 
pipeline nears completion

96%
Completion of the $2 billion crude oil 
pipeline that would flow from China to 

Myanmar
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POOR infrastructure, internet pen-
etration and low mobile phone 
ownership will continue to hinder 
the spread of banking in Myanmar, 
banking officials said last week dur-
ing a seminar in Yangon.

Speaking at the Inya Lake Hotel 
on November 12, the deputy manag-
ing director of Kanbawza Bank, U 
Zaw Lin Htut, said challenges still 
confront an industry which only 
opened up two years ago.

“This is not just about financial 
services, but also the telecoms sec-
tor,” he said. “It’s not easy for us to 
create new banking products. Infra-
structure is the main barrier.”

According to the McKinsey Glob-
al Institute, telecommunications 
infrastructure is needed to support 
mobile banking or e-commerce and 
to avoid the cost of building physi-
cal banks and shops as well as ex-
tending health and education ser-

vices to even the remotest villages. 
Myanmar has the second-lowest 

level of internet penetration of the 
countries covered by the World 
Bank’s development indicators, and 
mobile penetration is the lowest, 
McKinsey said.

Challenges included the need to 
upgrade capacity, to build customer 
satisfaction with their procedures, 
to create new products, and to pro-
vide branches and ATMs in conven-
ient locations, said U Zaw Lin Htut.

Customer satisfaction in banking 
is currently the lowest in the region, 
he said. “Most customers complain 
about waiting times and slow service 
at ATMs” dependent on satellite and 
phone connections, he said.

Most state-owned banks and 
smaller banks had long waiting 
times for customers, and many had 
poor infrastructure and sales capa-
bility, he said.

U Than Lwin, former deputy 
governor of the Central Bank, said 
that though the Bank had become 

legally autonomous in July, bylaws 
and a new financial institution law 
had yet to be passed to enable do-
mestic banks to integrate in the in-
ternational banking system.

Economist U Aung Htun Thet, 
a member of the Myanmar Invest-
ment Commission, said that al-
though the banking sector was not 
the main barrier to foreign invest-
ment, lending practices could be 
loosened up. 

“It’s obvious we still need infra-
structure, but some famous brands 
such as Coca-Cola and Nissan have 
entered our market already,” he 
said.

Banks face long road without the 
right infrastructure, experts say
aye thidar kyaw
ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com

U Than Lwin. Photo: Supplied

‘It’s not easy for us to create new banking 
products. Infrastructure is the main 
barrier.’

U Zaw Lin Htut 
Deputy managing director at Kanbawza Bank

Likely to miss 2013 launch target as China has yet to construct essential refinery 

IN BRIEF
Prudential life insurance sets up shop in Myanmar
Following the entry of several foreign insurance firms info Myanmar, Prudential 
has become the first European life insurer to establish a representative office, the 
company announced on November 14.

The move marks a re-entry into the market for the global insurer that first 
came to the country in 1923 with an office on Yangon’s Strand Road. 

“Prudential is committed to the long-term development of the insurance 
sector and the capital market in the country. We will offer our expertise to 
support the Myanmar Government’s efforts to develop the financial services 
available to its people,” Barry Stowe, chief executive of Prudential Corporation 
Asia, said in a news release. 

Prudential will have to wait in the wings with other international insurance 
firms, including Hong Kong’s AIA, ACE and MetLife until the government passes 
legislation to open a market to foreign entities that was only recently opened to 
privately owned local firms. – Bridget Di Certo

Korea Companies come to Myanmar to discuss manufacturing
Korean manufacturing companies are to meet with their Myanmar counterparts 
to develop business links. The companies produce a wide range of products, 
include plastic and rubber forming machinery, wool fabrics, garments, public 
address systems, commercial sound systems, concrete forms, vibration- and 
noise-proof products, confectionery and bakery materials, ambulances, dumper 
trailers, cold storage wave systems, silicon release polyester film and copper 
casting sectors.

“The Myanmar-Korea Manufacturing Industries Business Meeting will be held 
between the HwaSeong Chamber of Commerce and Industry (HCCI) of Korea and 
its Myanmar counterparts on November 24 to develop manufacturing between 
Myanmar and Korea,” said Ms Yang Seo Kua, director of GunHong International.

Forty representatives from 19 Korean will observe Myanmar manufacturing 
companies on November 25, said Ms Yang. – Tin Yadanar Htun
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GARMENTS labelled “Made in Myan-
mar” are likely to be seen much more 
in European countries soon thanks 
to an EU initiative to promote the 
local garment industry. The €2 mil-
lion (US$2.7 million) project, called 
SMART Myanmar, will boost the com-
petitiveness of small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs) in the rag trade.

Its goals are to build capacity and 
increase skills and knowledge in local 
partner organisations to help develop 
marketing and export strategies.

Speaking at a press conference 
during the first ever meeting of the 
EU-Myanmar Task Force in Yangon 
on November 14, EU commissioner 
for development Andris Piebalgs 
called Myanmar’s recent develop-
ment “unprecedented”. The EU will 
choose 20 out of 100 SME members 
of the Myanmar Garment Manufac-
turers’ Association to be brought up 
to European market standards.

Since the project began earlier this 
year, 14 young local engineers have al-
ready been trained as consultants, and 
will receive practical field experience 
in European factories.

“Now we have codes of conduct. 
Investment and manufacturing have 
visibly increased since the EU lifted 
sanctions, and the number of garment 
factories is increasing,” said Daw Khine 
Khine Nwe, a member of the Myanmar 
Garment Manufacturers’ Association.

However, key challenges such as 
regulation, electricity supply and  

logistics remained, she said.
Participants in the project in-

clude Sequa (DE) Sheffield Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (UK), the 
confederation of the German Textile 
and Fashion Industry (DE) and the 
Association of Development Financ-
ing Institutions in Asia and the Pacific 
(ADFIAP) located in the Philippines, 
German International Cooperation 
(GIZ) and the Netherlands-based Cen-
tre for Promotion of Imports from De-
veloping Countries (CBI).

Mr Piebalgs is also taking part in 
the official launch of the SWITCH-
SMART (SMEs for Environmental, 
Accountability, Responsibility and 
Transparency) program, which pro-
motes and supports the sustainable 
production of garments “made in  
Myanmar”. 

The 3-year project (2013-2015) is 
funded with an EU grant of about 
$2.7 million and aims to reduce pov-
erty through trade and private-sector  
development.

EU pledges to promote Myanmar 
garments in historic first meet

Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi speaks to investors during the EU business 
forum on November 14. Photo: Boothee
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As a world-class hotel designed for today’s savvy business and leisure traveler, we are seeking resourceful 
individuals who are in touch with today’s evolving environment.  

Position: Property Engineer / Assistant Chief Engineer
Minimum Requirement:

1.	 Responsible for maintenance and repair of all building, fixtures and fitting 
2.	 Good planner and can execute preventive maintenance 
3.	 Implement utility consumption controls that make a difference
4.	 Zero tolerance on Life Safety and Security issues.
5.	 Can maintains all Life Safety Equipment 
6.	 Operate an electronic Fire Alarm system

Position: Security Manager / Assistant Security Managers
Minimum Requirement:

1.	 Strong Organizer.
2.	 Has Fire & Life Safety experience in a previous role
3.	 High level of energy and mobility 
4.	 Ability to train and a desire to improve operations all the time.
5.	 Likes challenges and motivated by making a difference to an organization
6.	 Not afraid to made decisions and can get things done.

Position:  Night Manager 
Minimum Requirement:

1.	 Able to handle a hotel's operations, guest and staff during the overnight shift
2.	 Represent responsibly Management during the night 
3.	 Can operate Opera, and Micros
4.	 Able to handle emergency situation when necessary
5.	 Excellent communication skills in English

Position:  Duty Manager 
Minimum Requirement:

1.	 Able to handle a busy hotel’s guests and staff
2.	 Represent responsibly Management
3.	 Can operate Opera, and Micros
4.	 Able to handle emergency situation when necessary
5.	 Excellent communication skills in English

If you believe you can deliver efficient and genuine service as well as to be a part of the Shangri-La family at Shangri-La 
Residences Yangon and Trader Hotels, Yangon, please forward your latest Resume with color photograph, NRC copy, 
educational and working experience certificates to:  	

Human Resources Department, Traders Hotel Yangon 
Telephone : 951 242828
Email: humanresources.thyn@tradershotels.com
Latest Date for Application:  30 Nov 2013

 
TRADE MARK CAUTION

Notice is hereby given that Hanson Building Materials (S) Pte Ltd, 
having its registered office at15 Hoe Chiang Road #07-04 Tower 
15 Singapore 089316, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the 
following trademarks of which the following are representations:-

(Reg:  No. IV/12108/2013)

In respect of:  -

“All kinds of cement including Ordinary Portland Cement” 
in Class 19.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with 
according to law.

U Nyein Kyaw
B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.
For Hanson Building Materials (S) Pte Ltd,
Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel
37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: (951) 9662866
E-mail: nyeinkyaw@rajahtann.com
Date: 18th November, 2013

(Reg: No IV/12112/2013)

 TRADE MARK CAUTION
Notice is hereby given that Dermaster Company Limited of 342, 
Soi Sukhumvit 63 (Ekkamai), Kwaeng Klongton Nua, Khet 
Wattana, Bangkok 10110, Thailand , is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following trademark:-

(Reg:  No. IV/8934/2013)

In respect of:  -

“Cosmetic: cosmetic skin care products; Cosmetic articles; all 
include in Class 3.

Medical clinic services; health clinic services; beauty clinic; 
hospitals; beauty services; personal care services ( medical nursing, 
health, hygiene and beauty care); all included in Class 44.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Nyein Kyaw
B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.
For Dermaster Company Limited.
Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel
37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Tes: (951) 9662866
E-mail: nyeinkyaw@rajahtann.com
Date: 18th November, 2013
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SCIENTISTS from Norway are to help 
update research on the volume and 
type of fish stocks in Myanmar’s home 
waters as a part of a 38-day project as-
sisting the management of fisheries 
resources, officials from the Myanmar 
Fisheries Department said.

The Norwegian research vessel Dr 
Fridtjof Nansen will set off on Novem-
ber 13 from Yangon’s Nan Thidar port 
to conduct the survey.

“We will compare the findings with 
previous research data,” said U Mya 
Than Tun, deputy director of the fish-
eries development and research de-
partment.

 “Our vessel will operate in depths 
of 20 to 500 meters along the Rakhine 
and Tanintharyi coast, with five Nor-
wegian and 11 Myanmar researchers,” 
maritime expert Bjorn Krafft told The 
Myanmar Times.

The data will include the number 
and species of fish and the volume that 
can be caught per hour. “The fisheries 

department can estimate the amount 
of fish that they have to catch within a 
year on the basis of these data, which 
will help us avoid overfishing,” said U 
Mya Than Tun. Daw Toe Nandar Tin, 
owner of Annawa Daewi fish factory, 
said existing fisheries data was more 
than 30 years old, and that the new 
research would help guide operations 
over the next 10 years.  

“This is a good opportunity for us. 

With this research, we’ll know the 
amount of fish and species in Myan-
mar waters,” she said.

The Norwegian vessel has also 
worked off the west coast of Africa, 
and will conduct other research pro-
jects off Thailand and Bangladesh. 
The Norwegian government is con-
tributing US$593,000 to the fisheries 
research project. 

– Translation by Win Thaw Tar

Norway vessel docks to 
help manage fish stocks

The Norwegian research vessel Dr Fridtjof Nansen docks at Yangon’s Nan Thidar 
port. Photo: Boothee

Myat 
Nyein Aye

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

RAMPANT use of chemical fer-
tilisers and pesticides for the 
protection of crops in Myanmar 
may have a fatal effect on land, 
experts said during an agribusi-
ness conference last week.

Pesticide and fertiliser sacks 
commonly used by farmers in 
Myanmar do not show the pleth-
ora of dangerous ingredients it 
contains, while others falsely ad-
vertise their contents, said Daw 
Than Than Sein, a consultant 
with the Myanmar Fruit, Flower 

and Vegetable Producers and Ex-
porters Association.

“The government should 
take strong action against unap-
proved chemical pesticides and 
should restrict both importers 
and users,” she said during the 
Asia Crop Protection Forum held 
November 7 and 8. “We need 
to aware of quality and healthy  
habits.”

“An influx of agro-related 
[chemical] products is good for 
the market and employment op-
portunities, but if we don’t also 
bring educational practices, it 
can be really dangerous and toxic 
for the environment and human 
beings.” 

The forum, which was held 
at Yangon’s Traders Hotel, had 
government officials and indus-
try professionals from various 
regional countries to discuss pes-
ticide related issues.

Wang Zulao, CEO of Chi-
na-based manufacturing firm 
Wong’s International Holdings 
Ltd, also warned during the fo-
rum that importers who bring 
pesticides into Myanmar should 
do so responsibly.

“Importers have to be sure 
of their quality and also do the 
appropriate background checks 
of the company [making pesti-
cides],” he said.

Pesticides hurting local 
consumers, experts say
su phyo win
suphyo1990@gmail.com

A THAI company has won a tender 
to produce paper in Myanmar, with 
the prospect of more employment 
for local bamboo farmers who will 
supply it, the industry ministry has 
announced. The Double A company 
has won the tender to run the Tha-
paung paper mill, Myanmar’s big-
gest, which employs more than 1800 
workers, the ministry announced on 
November 13.

Farmers in Ayeyarwady Region, 
where the factory is located, will 
have more job opportunities due to 
a plan to grow bamboo under a con-
tract farming system in the 30-year 
project, said deputy minister U Than 
Aung.

Double A was selected from four 
international applicants because its 
bid offered the best employment and 
environmental aspects. It will pay 
US$2 million a year rent, to be raised 
5 percent every two years, with 
a rental exemption term of three 
months, and will invest $300 million 
to build a new factory producing 
300,000 tonnes of paper a year.

“The price of paper in Myanmar 
will fall because it is locally produced 
and the office stationery market will 
expand,” said U Zaw Lwin of Double 
A, adding that production would be-
gin in six months’ time. – Transla-
tion by Thiri Min Htun

Thai firm 
wins paper 
mill tender
hsu hlaing htun
hsuhlainghtun.mcm@gmail.com

MILLION 

$300
Total amount Double A will invest in the 

new factory.

‘Importers have 
to be sure of their 
quality and also 
do the appropriate 
background checks 
of the company.’

Wang Zulao 
CEO at Wong’s International
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Job watch Bring in the lawyers 

SINCE the lifting of US sanctions and the 
rolling out of a framework for a civilian gov-
ernment in 2010, the speed of legal reform in 
Myanmar has been blinding. 

With the passage of the country’s first for-
eign investment law, a trade union law and 
accession to the New York arbitration conven-
tion, the landscape for business has been rap-
idly modernising.

To investors on the outside, a lack of  

understanding of what’s happening inside My-
anmar can be cause for hesitiation - a pause 
that could spell losing out. But before the re-
cent influx of business started, savvy lawyers 
were already on the ground.

The Myanmar Times spoke to six interna-
tional lawyers and tax advisers working with 
international investors in Yangon to get their 
take on the shifting sands of foreign invest-
ment

These legal and tax experts all noted that 
application and approvals processes are be-
coming increasingly streamlined, and that 

there is a strong rule-of-law approach to legis-
lation development. 

Neverthelss, some practical challenges for 
doing business remain.

Foreign advisors cite undeveloped or 
unreliable infrastructure and a prohibitive 
property market for land and office or factory 
space acquisition as being both unwieldy and 
unduly expensive. But that is only the tip of 
the iceberg.

It is with such challenges in mind that hav-
ing a good lawyer can make all the difference 
between winning and losing in Myanmar.

Bridget Di Certo
bridget.dicerto@gmail.com

With investors hungry to know everything about SE Asia’s last frontier, foreign law firms make their mark

Polastri Wint & Partners
Alessio Polastri - partner

As an indicator of how quick-
ly Myanmar is emerging, Italian 
lawyer Alessio Polastri said about 
half of his clients were large local 
conglomerates doing business 
with international investors. 

“Banking and financial deals 
are going to be a huge trend,” Mr 
Polastri said. “International banks 
are showing interest and there’s 
no project without financial back-
up – no matter how good or how 
powerful, you still need cash.”

 “There’s a lot about what for-
eigners can and cannot do, but 
this is not a problem of the law – 
it’s a problem of finding the right 
opportunity at the right time,” he 
said. 

Kelvin Chia Yangon
Cheah Swee Gim – director

Singaporean lawyer Cheah 
Swee Gim said that in Myanmar 
contracts may take a little longer, 
negotiations may be more pro-
tracted, but with the continuing 
roll-out of legal reforms, “deals are 
starting to get done a little faster, 
approvals granted [quicker].”

 “Trademarks are under an 
old registration act from the UK, 
where trademarks are lodged vol-
untarily and then published in 
papers,” Ms Cheah said, adding 
that a new intellectual property 
registration, protection and relief 
framework was expected from the 
government and would provide 
important security to multina-
tionals seeking to open operations 
in Myanmar.

Herzfeld Rubin Meyer & 
Rose
Eric Rose – lead director

“We could not think of 
another country in recent 
history with more potential 
than Myanmar,” American 
lawyer Eric Rose said at the 
official launch in Yangon of 
the American-based firm 
HRMR.

 “It’s exciting to see the 
US business community 
come back to Myanmar af-
ter long years of silence,” 
Mr Rose said, noting that 50 
American companies came 
together as the founders of 
the first American Chamber 
of Commerce for Myanmar. 

DFDL
James Finch – partner

“A lot of the extractive indus-
tries, oil, gas and mining, left as 
a result of the sanctions,” said 
American lawyer James Finch, 
who has spent a career in emerg-
ing markets in Latin America, 
the Middle East and Asia. “But 
now the world is ready to do 
something special in Myanmar.”

Mr Finch said the plurality 
that accompanies increased in-
vestment in the country would 
further accelerate economic de-
velopment.

“The reforms may have taken 
[people] by surprise, but I believe 
the government had a plan truly 
going on for 20 years,” Mr Finch 
said. “There is a strong tradition 
of rule of law [in Myanmar] that 
did not exist in other countries 
not used to operating under a 
strict legal environment.” 

Sciaroni & Associates
Samuel Britton - legal advisor
“I don’t think companies should 
wait for the new foreign invest-
ment law,” American lawyer Sam-
uel Britton said. “Our firm philos-
ophy is to be one of the first to 
enter the emerging market, to be 
a risk-taker.”

Myanmar is geographically 
well-located for trade and the 
country is ripe with opportuni-
ties for investors, Mr Britton said.

He highlighted, however, that 
the country’s endemic infrastruc-
ture weakness could prove pro-
hibitive for some types of com-
mercial ventures. “Office space is 
leasing out at Manhattan prices.” 

VDB Loi
Jean Loi – managing partner

“Here it is not just advice.
Law is only part of the big pic-
ture. Government relationships 
and networking are so crucial in 
this part of the world,” New Zea-
land tax advisor Jean Loi said.

“There are lots of areas 
where you don’t have precedent 
yet and it will still be sometime 
to build this up.”

This degree of uncertainty 
should not deter a foreign en-
tity from entering Myanmar, but 
should be taken as a signal that 
careful consideration is needed, 
Ms Loi said. “All the elements of 
a tax system are there.”

IN BRIEF

London
Barclays bank to cut 1700 jobs
Barclays bank plans to cut 1700 jobs 
as it reduces the number of local 
branches in Britain, a spokesman said 
last week.

The source confirmed a claim 
from the union Unite, saying the way 
customers accessed their money “is 
changing rapidly” and fewer branches 
were required.

The cuts will include cashiers, per-
sonal bankers, operational specialists 
and assistant managers. – AFP

The United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) in Myanmar is inviting qualified candidates to apply for the 
following positions:
Sr.	 Title and level                    	 Duty Station  	Position   	 Deadline
1.	 Accountability Programme Officer (IICA2)	 Yangon	 International	 19 November 2013
2.	 Finance Officer (Managed Cash Flow) (LICA6)	 Yangon	 National	 19 November 2013
3.	 Monitoring and Evaluation Analyst (LICA5)	 Yangon	 National	 19 November 2013
4.	 Human Resources Associate (LICA4)	 Yangon	 National	 20 November 2013
5.	 Communications Specialist 
	 (Food Security and Livelihoods) (IICA-2)	 Yangon 	 International	 21 November 2013
6.	 Communications Specialist  (Health)  (IICA2)	 Yangon 	 International	 21 November  2013
7.	   International Project Support Specialist (IICA3)	 Yangon	 International	  21 November 2013
8.	 Communications Analyst (LICA5)	 Yangon	 National	 22 November 2013
9.	 Communications Assistant (Support) (LICA3)	 Yangon	 National	 24 November 2013
10.	 Communications Assistant (Web) (LICA3)	 Yangon 	 National	 24 November 2013
11.	 Procurement Specialist (P4 or Equivalent ICA level)	 Yangon	 International	 26 November 2013
The benefit package for the above positions includes an attractive remuneration, 30 days annual leave and 10 
holidays per year, medical insurance (for national positions), learning and development opportunities and a 
challenging working environment with 250 national and international colleagues.
All applications must be made through the UNOPS E-recruitment System (https://gprs.unops.org) and click on the 
post you are interested in applying for.
If you have further queries, please contact 95 1 657 281-7 Ext: 149

Unity Sports Company Ltd. is a new founded company in 
Hlang Tar Yar industrial zone and focus on the international 
brand sports equipment and accessories manufacturing. 
We are looking for some qualified candidate as follow:

1.	 Senior h/r manager (1): 30-40 years, be good at both 
English & Burmese, fluently in writing, reading and 
speaking. At least 3 years working experience in factory 
or related background. Good communication and 
computer skill.

2.	 Senior Accountant Manger(1): Female, Be able to speak 
English, 2-3 years related working experience and good 
skill in Micro Office.

3.	 Import & export Senior(2): Female, be able to speak 
English or Chinese, 2-3 years working experience in 
field and good computer skill.

4.	 Office staff (3): aged under 30 years, high school or 
equivalent, good computer skill.

5.	 Translator (3): Age under 25 years, High school or 
equivalent. Be good at Chinese and Burmese.

Please offer your CV to: wjl.steven@gmail.com or wang.
steven@yeah.net, we offer the attractive package and 
accommodation for qualified candidate.

PATH is an international nonprofit organization that 
transforms global health through innovation. Having just 
recently opened an office in Myanmar, PATH currently seeks 
qualified candidates looking for an opportunity to make a 
positive impact on the health of people in Myanmar. The 
following available position, Country Manager, will be based 
in our Yangon office.

The Country Manager (Tracking code: #5750) will be 
primarily responsible for ensuring high quality programmatic, 
administrative and financial management of all of PATH’s work 
in Myanmar; facilitating the start-up of country operations in a 
new office; and, overseeing all project teams. The successful 
candidate will also be expected to lead strategic interactions 
with PATH’s Headquarters in the United States and Europe, 
in-country partners, and provide mentoring to staff and teams 
as they join the organization.

Knowledge, skills and experience required:Demonstrated 
project and staff management skills;expertise in handling 
complex partner relationships; ability to represent PATH 
effectively with government and other partners in Myanmar; 
knowledge of public health and health systems issues 
(particularly related to maternal and child health, nutrition and 
immunization); excellent written and spoken English skills. 
Applicant must have an advanced degree in public health, 
business, management, or related field plus a minimum of 
10 years of relevant work experience; or 12 years of NGO 
experience with increasing responsibility; or an equivalent 
combination of education and experience. Multi-country 
experience highly desirable.

To apply for the position of Country Manager (#5750), 
please visit the jobs section of the PATH website (www.
path.org) and apply on-line. Applications for this position 
will not be accepted via email.

	 Business Development Manager
	 Marketing Manager
	 Sales and Distribution Manager
	 Brand Manager
	 Logistic Officer
	 Medical Doctor
	 Project Manager
	 Sales Engineer
	 Site Engineer
	 Chief Accountant
	 Accountant
	 HR Manager
	 HR Executive
	 Legal Executive
	 Secretary
	 Passenger Service Agent ( Airline)
	 Receptionist
	 Customer Service
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No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San Road, 
Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007
Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com
www.esearchmyanmar.com   www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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LAWMAKERS in Japan last week 
questioned the head of one of the 
country’s biggest banks over a mob 
loans scandal, as another major lender 
admitted it may have been involved in 
dealings with gangsters.

Mizuho Financial Group presi-
dent Yasuhiro Sato apologised for his 
firm’s role in the widening scandal 
as lawmakers questioned him about 
Mizuho’s surveillance and his future 
at the bank, after he earlier refused 
to step down.

“We deeply regret that the Japa-
nese financial sector’s credibility 
was hurt because of our relations 
with anti-social forces,” Mr Sato 
said, using a common euphemism 
for organised crime.

The scandal has gripped Japan’s 
banking sector since Mizuho came 
under fire in September after revela-
tions that it had processed hundreds 
of loans worth about US$2 million for 
the country’s notorious yakuza crime 
syndicates.

The gangs are involved in activities 
ranging from prostitution and drugs 
to extortion and white-collar crime.

Authorities have long battled to 
keep the gangsters from infiltrating 
Japan’s corporate sector amid fears of 
mob involvement in stock trading and 
the real estate sector, among other le-
gitimate activities.

“The amounts involved may be small 
compared to the past, but it still means 

that funds are going to the mafia,” or-
ganised crime expert Atsushi Mizogu-
chi told public broadcaster NHK.

A panel of lawyers hired by Mizuho 
to probe the transactions found that 
“many officials and board members 
were aware of, or were in a position to be 
aware of, the issue”.

That contradicted Mizuho’s initial 

claims that top management were in 
the dark about the mob links.

In the wake of the Mizuho re-
port, Japan’s financial watchdog 
said it would probe the country’s 
top three banks – Mizuho, Mitsubi-
shi UFJ and Sumitomo Mitsui Bank-
ing Corp – in an effort to eradicate 
the practice. – AFP

Japan’s Mizuho Financail Group chief executive Yasuhiro Sato is summoned to 
give details at the National Diet in Tokyo on a scandal involving loans to crime 
syndicates on November 13. Photo: AFP

tokyoNew Delhi

Japan grills banking 
officials over mob loans

US soft drinks giant PepsiCo an-
nounced last week it would invest 
over US$5 billion with its partners 
in India to raise production, saying 
it had only “scratched the surface” 
of the Asian giant’s potential.

PepsiCo, the world’s second-
largest beverage firm, said the 
330-billion rupee investment ($5.5 
billion) by 2020 was aimed at 
boosting its strengths in manufac-
turing, infrastructure, agriculture 
and other areas in India, one of its 
biggest markets globally.

“India is a country with huge 
potential and it remains an attrac-
tive, high-priority market,” said 
PepsiCo chairman Indra Nooyi.

In further welcome news for 
India’s Congress government as 
it struggles to woo foreign invest-
ment with economic growth at 
a decade low, British retail giant 
Marks & Spencer said it aimed to 

more than double its stores in In-
dia to 80 by 2016.

The investment plans are a shot 
in the arm for the government, 
which has seen foreign direct in-
vestment slow sharply with an 
economy growing at 5 percent, a 
string of corruption scandals and 
high inflation.

“We’ve built a highly successful 
business in India over the course of 
many years, and we believe we’ve 
only scratched the surface of the 
long-term growth opportunities,” 
Ms Nooyi said.

“This investment is PepsiCo’s 
vote of confidence in India’s fu-
ture,” she added in a statement.

She was firing the latest shot in 
what the local media has dubbed 
the “cola wars” with rival Coca- 
Cola Co, the world’s largest soft-
drink maker, which last year an-
nounced plans to spend $5 billion 
in India to increase its operations.

PepsiCo and its bottling part-
ners will more than double pro-
duction capacity in India by 
2020. They now have 38 bottling 
plants and three food plants in 
the country.

The cola giants are battling for 
a beverage market in India ex-
pected to grow by over two-fold to 
more than $18 billion by 2017, ac-
cording to industry figures. – AFP

PepsiCo bets big 
on India despite 
slowing growth

38
Operational bottling plants PepsiCo 

has in India
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BY providing for foreign ownership 
of condominium apartments, the 
draft condominium law could help 
steer the market toward a higher 
standard of construction and prop-
erty development, industry experts 
said last week.

Foreigners will be eligible to own 
apartments on the 6th floor or above 
of condominiums, according to an of-
ficial draft of the Condominium Law 
published on November 10 in The 
New Light of Myanmar.

The full text of the draft law also 
stipulates that foreigners will be able 
to buy up to a maximum of 40 per-
cent of apartments above the sixth 
floor in condominium apartments. 

Capital Development general 
manager U Soe Thiha Hlaing told 
The Myanmar Times that the prop-
erty market would become more vi-
brant and would be bolstered by the 
provision to allow foreign ownership.

“This would in turn encourage 
more foreign investment in the real 
estate market in Myanmar,” said 
U Soe Thiha Hlaing. “Evidently, a 
healthy and competitive industry 
with quality standards on the rise 
would eventually benefit the Myan-
mar home owners and buyers. 

“There is already a fair bit of inter-
est in the Myanmar property market 
from foreigners – particularly from 
neighbouring Asian countries – and 
this law to allow foreign ownership 
would now pave the way to inject 
much-needed funds into the industry.”

Scipio Services managing director 
Brett Miller likewise said there was 
already intense interest from foreign 
investors wanting to buy into the 
condominium market in Myanmar.

“From today, we have a grow-
ing list of 369 interested foreign  

parties that will be notified of pro-
jects as they’re proposed and ap-
proved, so they can consider pre-sale 
units for investment purposes,” Mr 
Miller said, adding that his firm be-
lieved that “this modest list is just 
the tip of the iceberg when it comes 
to foreign interest”.

The provision for non-Myanmar 
citizen ownership of condominium 
apartments is the first time the gov-
ernment has scheduled Myanmar 
property as available for 100pc for-
eign ownership.

“It’s our opinion that foreign own-
ership will positively impact the real 

estate market because developers 
will invest in quality construction, 
facilities and management of their 
projects to compete for foreign buy-
ers,” Mr Miller said.

Pronto Real Estate managing di-
rector U Robin Saw Naing agreed 
that providing for foreign own-
ership of condominiums would 
help with increasing the standard 
of future apartment blocks being 
constructed, but that it would take 
time to see real change in available 
residential housing.

“Some foreigners who represent 
big companies are interested in buy-
ing condos instead of paying this  

crazy rent, but the quality and the 
price [of condo apartments] are 
not really welcoming,” U Robin Saw 
Naing said. “The quality ones are 
around a half million USD per unit, 
which are not ready yet and still un-
der construction. In the long run, 
[foreign ownership] will affect the 
rental market, but not yet.”

The draft condominium law 
makes no building code or construc-
tion standards mandatory for con-
dominium developers, nor does it 
specify parking allowances, lift, or 
public space or service requirements 
for residents. 

Without a building code or other 
regulatory framework in place, the 
quality of future apartment blocks 
would be steered largely by market 
demand.

The Condominium Law bill was 
first introduced to the Pyithu Hlut-
taw in November 2012. Property 
market observers at the time said 
they hoped the law would help sta-
bilise skyrocketing rental and sales 
prices for condominium apartments 
– some of which had more than tre-
bled year on year. 

According to the draft law text, 
condominiums must be construct-
ed on blocks of land zoned for  

residential use and not smaller than 
1 acre. Smaller plots require the prior 
express approval of the Ministry of 
Construction before building work 
for a condominium can begin. 

Scipio Service’s Mr Miller said the 
1-acre stipulation had the potential 
to greatly impact the market for con-
struction of new condominiums, but 
a lot hinged on the nature of the Min-
istry of Construction approval process 
for building on smaller blocks.

“If the approval process is com-
plex, ambiguous or lengthy, then for-
eign developers will try to avoid the 
additional approval process altogeth-
er as they try to announce quickly to 
capture the market,” he said. 

“Plots of 1 acre along a main road 
in a residential zoned area are diffi-
cult to find, meaning the qualifying 
plots will be held by few landowners 
and will command great value in the 
market.”

The law also schedules the forma-
tion and activities of building man-
agement committees to oversee the 
management and maintenance of 
condominiums. If a completed condo-
minium is more than 50pc occupied, 
such a management committee will 
be constituted by a residents’ caucus. 

In the event that a condominium 
is less than half occupied, an interim 
caretaker committee will be assigned 
to the building from Department of 
Human Settlement staff.

The draft law does not specify 
heights or sizes of condominium 
buildings or individual apartments. 
The Myanmar Times has previously 
reported that industry experts had 
warned against introducing too many 
restrictions in the Condominium Law 
for fear it would deter investors. 

Real estate agents have attributed 
the rise in property rental prices for 
condominiums to the huge influx of 
foreigners. 

Industry experts hope the new condominium law will raise building standards in Yangon. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Foreign apartment ownership 
schedule in condominium law
Bridget Di Certo
name@myanmartimes.com.mm

‘It’s our opinion that foreign ownership 
will positively impact the real estate 
market because developers will invest in 
quality construction.’

Brett Miller 
Managing director at Scipio Services

A FAMOUS hotel rebuilt every win-
ter in northern Sweden using only 
ice said last week it would install fire 
alarms this year.

The hotel, located in the small Arc-
tic town of Jukkasjaervi, is following a 
request by the authorities to guaran-
tee the safety of its guests. 

“We were a little surprised at first, 
but the reason is that there are things 
that can actually catch fire, like pil-
lows, sleeping bags or reindeer skins,” 
hotel spokeswoman Beatrice Karlsson 
said. 

“To us the most important concern 
is the safety of our clients, so we will 
comply,” she added.

The hotel will open from Decem-
ber 6 to April 13, with prices ranging 
from 1,900 kronor (US$285) for a sin-
gle room to 7,500 kronor for the most 
expensive suite.

Tourists come from all over the 
world to sleep on an ice bed in temper-
atures as low as minus eight degrees 
Celsius (18 degrees Fahrenheit).

The alarms, which were already 
tested last winter with the local fire 
department, have made construction 
of the hotel, conceived as a work of art, 
even harder than before. 

“The environment is humid, and 
ice and snow ... move, so it had to be 
taken into account,” Ms Karlsson said.

“It’s been a challenge for our build-
ing team, but it made us one experi-
ence richer.” 

– AFP

Ice hotel to 
install fire 
alarms

Bridget Di Certo
bridget.dicerto@gmail.com

WORK is finally set to begin on Ath-
ens’ first mosque, 13 years after plans 
were first announced, the Greek gov-
ernment announced last week.

A Greek consortium has been cho-
sen, the infrastructure ministry said, 
after five previous attempts to find 
a business group to lead the project 
failed.

Athens is one of the few European 
capitals without a mosque.

The building will have a budget of 
946,000 euros (US$1.3 million) and 
will be 6458 square feet (600 square 
metres). It is being built on land for-
merly used by the military and it will 
not have a minaret.

The project will have to be com-
pleted within six months of contracts 
being signed, said the ministry. 

– AFP

Athens to 
build first 
mosque

Athens

Stockholm

$285
 

Starting price for a room at the Swedish 
hotel, with the most expensive room 

nearly quadruple that
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‘If the approval process is complex ... then foreign  
developers will try to avoid the additional approval 
process altogether. ’ — Brett Miller, managing director at Scipio Services

Plan to build homes in 
West Bank cancelled
PROPERTY 28

Location	 :	Mya Yamone Housing, 
		  South Dagon Township.
Price	 :	Kyat 1350 million (for sale), 
		  $4000 (for rent) 
Contact 	 :	Moe Myint Thaw Tar  
		R  eal Estate Service
Phone	 :	01 9669061

A place to call home
Located in South Dagon, this gem of a 
house is suitable for the family look-
ing to escape the noisy city center. The 
compound has 11,000 square feet in a 
lovely two-storey building complete with 
a beautiful and modern façade.

The house has two master bedrooms 

and one single room, and with large win-
dows that capture loads of natural sun-
light and with two kitchens and a large 
dining room there is plenty of space to 
spread out. For those not looking to buy, 
this house can be rented for $4000 per 
month.   – Ei The The Naing

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

LOOKING to a new role, NATO is 
pressing ahead with a high-tech, high-
security headquarters to replace the 
supposedly temporary residence it 
ended up having to use for 50 years.

Halfway through construction, the 
futuristic building of all-glass facades 
and interlocking concrete wings on 
the outskirts of Brussels is fast taking 
shape.

“We are on track with the calendar 
and the budget,” said Tony Carruth, 
head of the NATO HQ project office, 
during a visit this week.

“We have been here – in the old 
building – much longer than what 
had been planned,” Mr Carruth said, 
describing the drab, low-profile HQ as 
having been “designed in the time of 
the type-writer”.

The US-led military alliance was 
born in the Cold War stand-off with 
the Soviet Union, but since the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terror attacks on the 
United States, it has taken on a wider 
scope of operations, playing a key role 
in Afghanistan.

Next year, however, the NATO Af-
ghanistan mission comes to an end, 
with the focus switching to a future of 
cyber- and information-warfare.

The new HQ will cost about 750 

million euros (US$1 billion), a big 
enough budget to raise some eyebrows 
when militaries around the world are 
complaining about stiff budget cuts.

“The new headquarter is far from 
extravagant,” NATO deputy assistant 
secretary general Matthew Klimow 
said.

“It is a functional building that will 
allow us to say that NATO is ready for 
21st-century challenges .... This [old] 
building has outlived its usefulness,” 
Mr Klimow said.

Member states approved the head-
quarters plans in 1999, well before the 
global economic slump, in what was 
seen as a vote of confidence in NATO’s 
future after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union.

The current HQ, just across a 
busy highway out to the airport, 
dates from 1967 and was originally 
meant to be a stop-gap solution af-
ter then-host France withdrew from 
NATO’s military structures and 
commitments.

France returned to full member-
ship in the alliance in 2009.

The alliance now counts 28 mem-
bers, up from 15 in 1967, as it has wel-
comed into the fold many ex-Soviet 
countries in eastern Europe. – AFP

NATO puts its faith 
in new high-tech HQ

Brussels
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ISRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu last week cancelled 
plans to build 20,000 new settler 
homes in the West Bank, hours af-
ter their announcement sparked 
US and Palestinian criticism.

Mr Netanyahu ordered Israeli 
Housing Minister Uri Ariel “to re-
consider all of the steps for evalu-
ating planning potential [for the 
settler homes] that he distributed 
without any advance coordina-
tion,” a statement from Netanya-
hu’s office said.

Mr Netanyahu told Mr Ariel the 
plan was “meaningless” legally – 
“and an action that creates an un-
necessary confrontation with the 
international community at a time 
when we are making an effort to 
persuade elements in the interna-
tional community to reach a bet-
ter deal with Iran, according to the 
statement.

Mr Ariel was said to “accede” to 
Mr Netanyahu’s “request”.

The prime minister’s order came 
after Palestinian president Mahmud 
Abbas warned the construction 
plans, announced earlier on Novem-
ber 12 by Mr Ariel’s ministry, would 
prompt him to declare the peace 
process over if they went ahead.

Washington expressed “deep 
concern” at the move, which  

threatened to add sharply to the 
550,000 Israeli settlers already 
living in the occupied West Bank, 
including annexed Arab east  
Jerusalem.

Mr Netanyahu made it clear the 
housing ministry’s call for tenders 
for the homes threatened to dis-
tract from his efforts to convince 
world powers to not sign a deal 
with Iran, over its nuclear pro-
gram, he considered inadequate.

“At this time, the attention of 
the international community must 

not be diverted from the main ef-
fort – preventing Iran from receiv-
ing an agreement that will allow 
it to continue its military nuclear 
program,” Mr Netanyahu said, ac-
cording to the statement.

Iran and the world powers it is 
negotiating with over its nuclear 
program came close last weekend 
to agreeing to a preliminary ac-
cord opening the way to a more 
comprehensive pact.

But differences prevented a 
breakthrough, and the two sides 

are scheduled to meet again in Ge-
neva on November 20.

Mr Netanyahu has furiously 
denounced the agreement being 
worked on as “dangerous” claim-
ing it is entirely in Iran’s favour 
and does nothing to halt a nuclear 
program that he and the world 
powers fear is aimed at developing 
atomic weapons.

He has said Israel will not shy 
from military action on Iran if 
necessary to prevent any nuclear 
threat directed at it. – AFP

Jerusalem

Plan to build 20,000 settler 
homes in West Bank cancelled

A picture shows laborers working at the construction site of a new housing project at the Jewish settlement of Gilo in 
east Jerusalem in April. Israel cancelled plans to build 20,000 new settler homes in the West Bank. Photo: AFP

550,000
Israeli settlers living in the occupied 

West Bank

IN BRIEF

New York
New World Trade Center deemed 
tallest US skyscraper
Citing its role as a “symbol of 
resurgence”, a panel declared 
Tuesday that New York’s One World 
Trade Center will be the tallest US 
skyscraper once it is completed, 
topping the former Sears Tower in 
Chicago.

Architects at the Council on Tall 
Buildings and Urban Habitat agreed 
that the center’s 124.4 meter (408 
foot) antenna was a permanent 
architectural feature of the building 
and should be counted in determin-
ing its height.

“The design of One World Trade 
Center, as explained to us, reinforc-
es its role as a symbol of resur-
gence on this important site,” said 
CTBUH executive director Antony 
Wood.

“In particular, the spire which 
holds the beacon light, shining out 
at the symbolic height of 1776 feet, 
is especially poignant – echoing the 
similarly symbolic beacon atop the 
Statue of Liberty across the water.”

Chiomonte
Drilling starts for high-speed
Alpine rail line
A 6-metre-wide drill roared to life last 
week in Chiomonte in northeast Italy 
and began boring a reconnaissance 
tunnel for a controversial fast train 
from Lyon, France, to Turin, Italy.

The latest phase in a project which 
has suffered years of delays kicked 
off with only Italian and French 
dignitaries as well as media informed 
about it to avoid potential violent 
demonstrations. 

“We have entered the drilling 
phase, the project is now more ir-
reversible than ever,” Turin’s mayor 
Piero Fassino said.

Europe will stump up 40 percent of 
the 8.5 billion euros (US$11.43 billion) 
needed to build the 35 mile (57 kilo-
metre) long transalpine tunnel, with 
Italy and France paying the rest. 

– AFP

GAMBLING mogul James Packer last 
week said international tourists want 
to see man-made attractions and not 
spend their holidays “looking at Ayers 
Rock” as his plan for a US$1.5 billion 
Sydney casino won crucial support.

The New South Wales government 
on November 11 struck a “binding 
agreement” for the project aimed at 
Asian high-rollers to operate from 
November 2019 in a prime location 
on Sydney Harbour, under strict con-
ditions that include VIP gaming only 
and no slot machines.

Legislation will be introduced into 
parliament this week to officially ap-
prove Crown’s casino and six-star 
hotel, although it also needs a green 
light from the Independent Liquor 
and Gaming Authority.

“We support this proposal because 
of its economic benefits to New South 
Wales,” State Premier Barry O’Farrell 
said, adding that 1300 jobs would be 
created during construction and 1200 
jobs once it was up and running.

“What Crown is guaranteeing is 
a minimum of a billion dollars [rev-
enue to the government] over the first 
15 years in operation. But their busi-
ness case model suggests that figure 
will be far higher.”

Billionaire Mr Packer runs Crown, 
a worldwide gambling empire that al-
ready operates casinos in Melbourne, 
Perth and Macau and is planning 
complexes in Manila and Sri Lanka.

“The Crown Group is hugely proud 
and happy and thrilled,” Mr Packer told 
commercial radio last week.  – AFP

Sydney casino finally 
wins state backing

Sydney

IN BRIEF
Tokyo
Japan condo ditches lawnmowers for grass-munching goats
A Japanese condominium complex has decided to ditch noisy lawnmowers and 
their paid pushers for a more natural option: goats.

The suburban Tokyo complex has obtained four grass-munching animals to 
help beautify the walled property and chomp on weeds in those hard-to-reach 
areas.

A spokesman for the state-owned site’s developer claims the rental goats are 
cheap and don’t need much instruction while their poop pellets pose little risk to 
residents’ health.

“It’s more cost-effective and environmentally friendly than paying for lawn-
mowing,” he said. – AFP
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MOST of us don’t think twice when 
we extend our arms to hug a friend or 
push a shopping cart. Our limbs work 
together seamlessly to follow our men-
tal commands. For researchers design-
ing brain-controlled prosthetic limbs 
for people, however, this coordinated 
arm movement is a daunting technical 
challenge. A new study showing that 
monkeys can move two virtual limbs 
with only their brain activity is a ma-
jor step toward achieving that goal, 
scientists say.

The brain controls movement by 
sending electrical signals to our mus-
cles through nerve cells. When limb-
connecting nerve cells are damaged or 
a limb is amputated, the brain is still 
able to produce those motion-induc-
ing signals, but the limb can’t receive 
them or simply doesn’t exist. In recent 
years, scientists have worked to create 
devices called brain-machine interfac-
es (BMIs) that can pick up these inter-
rupted electrical signals and control 
the movements of a computer cursor 
or a real or virtual prosthetic.

So far, the success of BMIs in hu-
mans has been largely limited to mov-
ing single body parts, such as a hand 
or an arm. Last year, for example, a 
woman paralysed from the neck down 
for 10 years commanded a robotic arm 
to pick up and lift a piece of chocolate 
to her mouth just by thinking about 
it. But, “no device will ever work for 
people unless it restores bimanual be-
haviors,” says neuroscientist Miguel 
Nicolelis at Duke University, senior 
author of the paper. “You need to use 
both arms and hands for the simplest 
tasks.”

In 2011, Mr Nicolelis made waves 
by announcing on The Daily Show that 
he is developing a robotic, thought-
controlled “exoskeleton” that will al-
low paralysed people to walk again. 
Further raising the stakes, he pledged 
that the robotic body suit will enable a 
paralyzed person to kick a soccer ball 
during the opening ceremony of the 
2014 Brazil World Cup. (Mr Nicolelis 
is Brazilian and his research is partly 
funded by the nation’s government.)

The feat will require decoding the 
complex neural signals that coordi-
nate two legs as they walk together 

and keep a person upright. Now, by 
successfully training two monkeys to 
control virtual arms using only their 
minds, Mr Nicolelis’ team has moved 
closer to that goal. The new experi-
ment involved two monkeys, a male 
and a female. Before it began, each 
monkey had electrodes implanted into 
its right and left brain hemisphere, 
which recorded the activity of up to 
500 neurons acting together — the 
highest number of neurons yet used 
in such an experiment, Mr Nicolelis 
says. The animal’s task was to control 
the movement of two avatar arms on a 
computer monitor: To get a fruit juice 
reward, it had to place both hands 
over two circles and hold them there 
for 100 milliseconds. A computer al-
gorithm processed the monkey’s brain 
activity, homing in on patterns of neu-
rons firing as it learned to do the task.

The female monkey, called monkey 
C, first learned how to get the juice by 
moving joysticks with her real arms 
and hands — as she manipulated the 
joysticks, the right and left avatar arms 
did what she wished. After practising 
this during regular 20- to 40-minute 
sessions over the course of a year, she 
was strapped into a padded chair so 
that she couldn’t move her own arms 
or hands, and trained to control the 
avatar arms just by thinking. After 
weeks of practice, she completed the 
task more than 75 percent of the time, 
the scientists reported Wednesday in 
Science Translational Medicine.

Because a paralysed person or am-
putee can’t necessarily practice a task 
using joysticks, the next step was to 

determine whether observation alone 
could teach the BMI. Monkey M, a 
male, wasn’t allowed to use the joy-
sticks or move his arms at any point in 
the experiment — he simply observed 
the task being performed. It took long-
er for him to learn, but monkey M also 
learned to control the virtual arms us-
ing only his thoughts. Both animals’ 
performances improved over time, 
and the researchers noticed their neu-
ronal firing patterns changed as this 
happened, suggesting that their brains 
were adapting to the BMI devices. 
This could be because the monkeys 
came to consider the virtual arms as 
part of their own bodies, Mr Nicolelis 
suggests. “The animals literally incor-
porate the avatar as if the avatar was 
them.”

The basic technology that Mr 
Nicolelis and colleagues used to ex-
tract instructions for movement from 
the mishmash of monkey brain signals 
isn’t new, says Jose Contreras-Vidal, a 
biomedical engineer at the University 
of Houston. The real advance of the 
study, he says, is that the team was 
able to figure out which neurons they 
needed to record to control two arms 
working together. Although one might 
assume that it would be possible to 
simply combine neural activity from 
two arms acting independently, the 
study shows that cells act differently 
when they are coordinating the move-
ments of two limbs than they do when 
separately instructing one limb or the 
other, he says. This is the first study to 
extract and use that complex informa-
tion to coordinate arm movements in 
real time, Mr Contreras-Vidal says.

Although he agrees that the new 
study is strong, Andrew Schwartz, a 
neurobiologist at the University of 
Pittsburgh, said he thinks scientists 
can do better. Even though the mon-
keys’ task was quite simple, they had 
only about a 45pc success rate overall, 
he notes. “I’m looking forward to high-
er performance and success rates and 
more realistic natural movements.”

Mr Nicolelis may have shown that 
the monkeys can learn to use these 
avatar arms to complete a simple task, 
but it’s not clear  if the same type of 
training will work for the more com-
plex activities humans need to per-
form, Mr Contreras-Vidal cautions. 
“This is a first step.” – Washington Post

Monkeys use minds to 
control virtual arms
emily underwood

‘I’m looking 
forward to higher 
performance and 
success rates and 
more realistic 
human movements’

Andrew Schwartz 
University of Pittsburgh

BRIEFS
Legend of the giant platypus
An indigenous Australian leg-
end has it that the first platypus 
was the odd offspring of a duck 
named Tharalkoo and a rat. In a 
nod to the tale, researchers have 
named a newly identified ancient 
giant platypus species Obdurodon 
tharalkooschild. All that was found 
of the creature was a single tooth at 
a site in Queensland, estimated to 
be between 5 and 15 million years 
old. The molar shows wear that in-
dicates that the platypus probably 
crushed hard-shelled prey such as 
turtles, also found fossilised at the 
site. 

Modern adult platypuses do 
not have teeth, but their ancestors 
did. Based on a comparison of the 
size of the molar to the teeth of 
other extinct platypuses, the team 
reported Monday in the Journal 
of Vertebrate Paleontology that O. 
tharalkooschild was probably about 
a meter long – bigger than any 
other platypus and twice the size of 
the species alive today.

Finding a new species of 
platypus was a surprise. Previously, 
researchers thought that the crea-
tures had a single branch on their 
family tree, with no more than one 
distinct species alive at any time. 
Despite its origin-story namesake, 
the new platypus is a cousin of the 
lineage of relatively small platypus-
es that led to the duck-mammal 
mash-up of today-probably one 
of several in a now-extinct side 
branch of giant platypuses.

Astro-bacteria could 
menace space stations
Future astronauts may have a new 
foe to contend with: space bacteria. 
Scientists have found that Pseu-
domonas aeruginosa, a common 
contaminant of medical equipment 
and a cause of urinary tract infec-
tions, among other diseases, grows 
better in zero gravity than it does on 
Earth, even when starved of nutri-
ents. 

The researchers grew the 
microbes in simulated urine both 
in an Earth-bound lab and onboard 
the space shuttle Atlantis in July 
2011. In some of the samples, the 
team dramatically reduced the con-
centrations of dissolved phosphate 
and oxygen to simulate conditions 
that might exist inside equipment 
used to recycle urine into water on 
spacecraft during long-duration 
flights. When nutrients were plenti-
ful, the growth rates of the bacteria 

in zero-g conditions — and particu-
larly, the concentrations of cells 
after 72 hours — were the same 
as those grown in the lab under 
normal conditions. But in samples 
with lower concentrations of phos-
phate and oxygen, the Earth-bound 
bacteria didn’t grow as quickly as 
they did when fully nourished, while 
those cultured in microgravity grew 
as prolifically as those provided 
with a full complement of nutrients, 
the researchers reported online 
Tuesday in BMC Microbiology.

Reasons for the disparity 
aren’t clear, the researchers say, 
but results suggest that bacteria 
introduced to space stations and 
spacecraft by people, given enough 
time, might grow to reach greater 
concentrations than they do in 
similar conditions on Earth, even if 
starved of nutrients. Besides help-
ing scientists better understand 
the risks of P. aeruginosa colonis-
ing equipment on spacecraft or 
causing diseases such as urinary 
tract infections among astronauts, 
the experiments may improve 
scientists’ ability to predict whether 
other species of bacteria might 
become more virulent in space.

Go ahead son, give up the flute 
After spending thousands of dol-
lars on music lessons and instru-
ments for their children, parents 
often watch in dismay as once-
coveted flutes, clarinets and violins 
are abandoned. Such investments 
in early musical education may not 
be wasted, however. New research 
suggests that even after going dec-
ades without practising their in-
struments, lapsed musicians have 
sharper ears. 

To compare hearing ability in 
former musicians to people who 
never played an instrument, re-
searchers measured the electrical 
brain activity produced by a type of 
auditory processing called “neural 
timing”, which enables people to 
respond to split-second changes in 
sound such as the transition from 
a consonant to a vowel. This abil-
ity declines with age and is key to 
interpreting speech.

Compared with their nonmusi-
cal peers, adults aged 55 to 76 
who had studied music for four to 
14 years as youngsters had more 
precise neural timing, even though 
they hadn’t practised in nearly 40 
years, the team reported Tuesday 
in The Journal of Neuroscience. 

–  Washington Post

IN PICTUREs
Geologist Bill Simpson cleans Sue, a 67-million-year-old 
Tyrannosaurus Rex on display at the Field Museum on 
November 12, 2013 in Chicago, Illinois. Sue is the largest, most 
complete, and best preserved T. Rex ever discovered. Simpson 
carefully cleans the skeleton twice a year. Photo: AFP

KPMG in Myanmar is committed to providing the very highest levels of service 
to companies doing business in Myanmar. KPMG is one of the “Big 4” - one of 
the largest professional services firms in the world with over 145,000 employees 
globally.  We provide Tax and Advisory services for our clients. We bring long-
term added value through our real-world experience and technical know-how. 
Currently we are looking to build our team.

Lawyer/Tax consultant
•	 Advising on Myanmar tax and duties;
•	 Advising on company legislation and business law;
•	 Advising on foreign investment issues;
•	 Advising on legal issues related to structuring of transactions; and/or
•	 Assisting the corporate compliance team.

Candidates should be Myanmar Nationals with a law degree from a top tier 
unversity, fluent in English with 3+ years professional experience.

Corporate Finance Manager
•	 Origination, marketing and execution of corporate finance engagements in-
cluding valuation, M&A, valuation for financial reporting purpose, financial 
model review and model build and market entry study 

•	 Providing of key advice on deal considerations including structuring, pricing 
and negotiation advice to international and local clients

•	 Coordination of due client M&A activities and the review of transaction docu-
mentation

Candidates should be Myanmar nationals fluent in English with a minimum 
of   5 years’ corporate finance, audit and/or transaction advisory experience 
acquired with banks, professional firms and corporations.

Applicants who are qualified and interested should send their CVs to tmccrum@
kpmg.co.th and state their current and expected salaries. Only those who meet 
the above mentioned criteria will be interviewed.
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THE United Nations said on Novem-
ber 15 the death toll from a super ty-
phoon in the Philippines was at least 
4460, citing regional officials, but 
the national disaster council main-
tained a much lower figure.

The UN’s Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) said the number of 4460 
was given from the regional task-
force of the  Philippines’ National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council on November 13.

But NDRMMC’s spokesman Rey-
naldo Mr Balido insisted the official 
toll from the typhoon that ripped 
through the central Philippines  on 
November 8 remained at 2360.

“As of 13 November, the govern-
ment reported that 4460 people 
have died,” an OCHA statement said.

Asked for the source of the fig-
ures, Manila-based OCHA spokes-
woman Orla Fagan said, “We are 
getting it from the operations centre 
of the regional taskforce set up by 
the NDRMMC.”

When asked about the UN’s 
statement, Mr Balido replied, “Not 
true”, then repeated the NDRMMC’s 
published figure of 2360.

Philippine President Benigno 
Aquino said on November 12 that he 
estimated the final death toll would 
be around 2500.

Bodies still lie where they fell or 
were washed up, the defining motif 
of a tragedy.

The stench of bloated and dis-
coloured human flesh decomposing 
under the tropical sun hangs every-
where in the central city of Tacloban, 
where wretched survivors and res-
cue workers cover their mouths to 
keep the cloying smell from their 
throats.

Hundreds have been collected, 
put into body bags and trucked off 
to wrecked municipal buildings to 
await burial in mass graves, a pro-
cess that city authorities began on 
November 14.

Officials and aid volunteers say 
those bodies that have been recov-
ered are just the beginning, a small 
fraction of those that could be seen 
when the storm surge subsided. 
Many more, they say, lie under the 
mountains of debris.

“Leaving them [the bodies] just 
decaying on the roadside, uncol-
lected, is next to unforgivable,” local 
Catholic priest Amadeo Alvero said.

Officials initially said picking up 
the bodies had to take second place 
to the effort to help those still liv-
ing in utter destitution, their homes 
swept away and with precious little 
food or clean drinking water.

But they also conceded they had 
simply been overwhelmed by the 
number of dead, and had temporar-
ily run out of body bags.

Echoing a fear expressed by 
many, Mr Alvero said the dead could 
be the source of contagious disease.

“The government needs to act 
fast because this could also become 
a health issue,” he said.

Health Secretary Enrique Ona 
insisted the bodies did not pose a 
serious risk. Experts point out that a 
corpse can only carry a disease such 
as cholera if the disease was present 
before the person died.

“We have to assure our country-
men that ... there will not be an epi-
demic,” he said. “The one thing we 
want is to identify them so we can 
give some peace to their relatives.”

Identification is not always easy, 
for instance when whole families 
have died.

Teams have been dispatched to 
Tacloban from the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigating arm and the na-
tional police’s crime laboratory.

They know they will not identify 
every body they find straight away, 
but hope to collect enough evidence 
to allow that to be done later.

“On the scene, our doctors begin 
the documentation,” said chief su-
perintendent Liza Sabong, head of 
the national police crime laboratory 
and part of the contingent sent to 
Tacloban.

“We tag them as male or female. 
They photograph them, list the be-
longings on the cadaver itself. We do 
fingerprinting. We measure the body 
and then they are placed in cadaver 
bags.”

This “processing” will allow any 
surviving relatives at a later date to 
identify the body, possibly through 
its clothes or appearance, she said.

But the sheer scale of the task is 
overwhelming.

Only 13 of the 182 bodies collect-
ed by Ms Sabong’s group have been 
picked up by their relatives, she said. 
The rest have been left behind.

Tacloban on November 12 began 
mass burials of some of those bodies 
that had been bagged and laid out 
by the shattered city hall.

The plan, said mayor Alfred 
Romualdez, was that all those whose 
name and family were known would 
be placed into one huge pit. The un
identified rest would go into a sepa-
rate mass grave.

Mr Romualdez, who has been an 
outspoken critic of the rescue effort, 
said he believes three-quarters of all 
bodies collected had still not been 
claimed by family. – AFP

TACLOBAN

UN says Philippine 
typhoon death toll 4460

A soldier keeps vigil at a checkpoint where a curfew sign is displayed on 
the seventh day of the Typhoon Haiyan disaster in Tacloban. Photo: AFP

WASHINGTON

BARACK Obama admitted on No-
vember 14 he deserved to be “slapped 
around” over the chaotic debut of his 
healthcare law, and pledged to work 
hard to restore confidence in his reel-
ing presidency.

Mr Obama, with his approval rat-
ing tanking and fellow Democrats in 
open revolt, promised to fix website 
and coverage failures that have ham-
pered the rollout of the new law and 
sparked an opening for gleeful Repub-
licans.

The sports-mad president chose an 
American football metaphor to encap-
sulate his remorse.

“These are two fumbles on ... a big 
game, but the game’s not over,” Mr 
Obama said, announcing a plan to 
make good on his discredited prom-
ise that Americans who liked their 
existing healthcare plans could keep 
them.

“Everybody is properly focused on 
us not doing a good job on the rollout. 
And that’s legitimate and I get it.

“There have been times where I 
thought we were, you know, slapped 
around a little bit unjustly. This one’s 
deserved, all right? It’s on us.”

But the president denied that he 
had known ahead of the website’s 
launch on October 1 that it would not 
work properly.

“Had I been informed, I wouldn’t 
be going out saying, ‘Boy, this is going 
to be great,’” Mr Obama said, though 
he warned that buying healthcare was 
a complicated business and was “nev-
er going to be like buying a song on 
iTunes”.

Mr Obama’s apology came as his 
second term risks being consumed 
by controversy over the healthcare 
law, with Capitol Hill Democrats par-

ticularly showing signs of panic that 
plummeting public confidence in the 
president could hamper their own 
prospects in mid-term elections next 
year.

In a Quinnipiac University poll 
this week, the president’s approval 
rating plunged to a lowest-ever 39 
percent and surveys show his previ-
ously solid ratings on character and 
trust eroding.

Republicans, who en masse op-
posed Obamacare, immediately 
warned that his contrition did not go 
far enough.

“President Obama needs to admit 
that Obamacare cannot be fixed,” said 
Eric Cantor, the Republican House 
Majority leader.

“Pointing fingers and claiming ig-
norance is not leadership. For four 
years, the president told the American 

people they could keep the plans they 
liked and costs would go down, and 
even he now acknowledges that was 
simply not true.”

Mitch McConnell, the top Repub-
lican in the Senate, insisted the only 
remedy was to dismantle the presi-
dent’s proudest domestic achieve-
ment.

“What makes this admission even 
worse is the fact that it was prompt-
ed not by the heartbreaking stories 
of millions of Americans, but by the 
private pleadings of a handful of en-
dangered Democrats,” Mr McConnell 
said.

“Americans are becoming increas-
ingly aware of the fact Obamacare is 
broken beyond repair.”

The president’s current political 
woes stem partly from his repeated 
assurance that those with health are 
plans could keep them when Obama
care comes into force.

But that turned out not to be true 
as hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans received notices from their 
health insurance companies that their 
policies would be cancelled as they did 
not satisfy the higher quality require-
ments of the new law.

Mr Obama announced on Novem-
ber 14 that policy cancellations would 
be postponed for a year while Oba-
macare’s problems are fixed.

“The American people – those who 
got cancellation notices – deserve and 
have received an apology from me,” Mr 
Obama said.

While admitting that the online 
marketplace for consumers to find 
new health plans had a “rough start”, 
Mr Obama warned his political oppo-
nents not to try to overturn the entire 
law. – AFP

Obama: Health rollout 
deserves to be ‘slapped’ 

US President Barack Obama. Photo: AFP

IN PICTUREs
Corpses of victims of Super Typhoon Haiyan are lined up in Tacloban, on the eastern island of Leyte on November 14. 
Putrefying corpses in the ruined city exacerbate a growing health menace after one of the strongest storms on record 
killed thousands. Photo: AFP
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CAIRO

Nearly 1000 killed in Cairo since August 
14 government crackdown

A supporter of the Muslim Brotherhood and ousted president Mohamed Morsi 
holds up a placard that reads in Arabic, “Down with military rule”. Photo: AFP

NOTORIOUS Boston underworld 
kingpin James “Whitey”  Bulger  was 
jailed for life on November 14 after a 
40-year career of murder, extortion, 
money laundering, arms-trafficking 
and drug-dealing.

Mr Bulger, 84, who was arrested in 
2011 after 16 years on the run, faces 
the prospect of dying in prison after 
Judge Denise Casper handed down 
two life terms and an additional five 
years in prison.

“The scope, the callousness, the 
depravity of your crimes is almost un-
fathomable,” said Judge Casper, who 
ordered  Mr Bulger to pay just over 
US$19.5 million in restitution to his 
victims.

Mr Bulger, a former FBI inform-
ant, said only one word after sen-
tencing, “Yes” when asked if he un-
derstood.

It was a dramatic end to the ca-
reer of a man who provided the in-
spiration for Jack Nicholson’s mob 
boss character in Martin Scorsese’s 
Oscar-winning 2006 gangster film 
“The Departed”.

Tom Donahue, whose father was 

murdered by Mr Bulger, welcomed the 
verdict as offering “some closure”.

“To hell with him. Next time I want 
to hear about him is that he’s dead,” 
he said.

A 12-person jury in August found 
the Irish-American octogenarian 
guilty of 31 separate charges that in-
cluded 11 murders, extortion, money 
laundering and arms trafficking.

Judge Casper, who has won wide-
spread praise for the aplomb with 
which she handled the two-month 
trial and enormously complex case, 
described Mr Bulger’s crimes as “hei-
nous”.

“The motivation of your entire 
criminal history is based on money. 
It takes no business acumen to stick 
a gun in somebody,” she told the US 
district court in Boston.

She read out the names of the 11 
victims he was convicted of murder-
ing and said it was impossible to 
know where to begin when faced 
with  Mr Bulger’s four-decade reign 
of terror.

“At times during the trial I wished 
we were watching a movie but it 
was real,” she told the bespectacled, 
clean-shaven Mr Bulger, who sat im-
passively, wearing his short-sleeved, 
orange cotton jail uniform with a 
white long-sleeved jersey under-
neath.

“Your motivation behind these 
crimes or your entire criminal his-
tory is based upon money. Your 
crimes are all the more heinous be-
cause they were about money,” Judge 
Casper said.

She said many of his victims’ loved 
ones were still suffering and pointed 
out many had to wait years to find out 
how they died.

“The loss of a loved one is pain 
enough but to lose someone to vio-
lence is unimaginable,” Judge Casper 
said.

She also gave voice to claims that 
other people are guilty.

“I considered you did not accom-
plish all your crimes by yourself and 
certainly you did have some FBI peo-
ple in your pocket.”

The trial, which featured 72 wit-
nesses and 840 exhibits, produced 
chilling testimony worthy of a pulp 
novel.

It heard harrowing tales of teeth 
being pulled from the mouths of mur-
der victims to foil their posthumous 
identification and the fatal strangu-
lation of a mobster’s girlfriend who 
“knew too much”.

Mr Bulger refused to testify at his 
trial, saying the proceedings were “un-
fair and a sham” because it would not 
recognise what he claimed was immu-
nity from prosecution given by federal 
agents.

Judge Casper said she had “strug-
gled” with what would be just pun-
ishment for the nature and scope of 
his crimes, but dismissed Mr Bulger’s 
complaints of a sham trial.

“Call it what you want, but in my 
estimation you received a fair trial,” 
she said.

His lawyers said they would appeal 
the conviction.

Mr Bulger  always denied being 
an FBI informant, but close links 
between some FBI agents in Boston 
and Mr Bulger’s Winter Hill Gang in 
the 1970s and 1980s have been well 
documented.

Former FBI agent John Connolly is 
in prison after being convicted in 2002 
of effectively becoming a member of 
the gang.

Mr Bulger  was arrested in Santa 
Monica, California, where he had 
been living under an assumed name 
with his longtime girlfriend Catherine 
Greig.

She was sentenced separately to 
eight years for aiding and abetting 
him.

Police found some $800,000 in 
cash and an arsenal of weapons in his 
modest apartment. – AFP

BOSTON

US mob kingpin Bulger gets two life terms

Corpses of victims of Super Typhoon Haiyan are lined up in Tacloban, on the eastern island of Leyte on November 14. 
Putrefying corpses in the ruined city exacerbate a growing health menace after one of the strongest storms on record 
killed thousands. Photo: AFP

James “Whitey” Bulger. Photo: AFP
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Terumo Cardiovascular Systems Corporation of 6200 Jackson 
Rd., Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103, U.S.A, is the Owner and Sole 
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CLASHES in  Cairo  and its suburbs 
have killed at least 989 people since 
security forces launched an August 14 
crackdown on supporters of ousted 
Egyptian president Mohamed Morsi, a 
forensic official said on November 14.

On August 14 itself, 627 people 
were killed when security forces 
stormed  Cairo’s Rabaa al-Adawiya 
square to disperse a sit-in by Mr Mor-
si’s backers, said Hisham Abdul Ha-
mid, spokesman for Egypt’s forensic 
authorities.

The protesters had been calling for 
Mr Morsi’s return after he was over-
thrown and imprisoned by the army 
on July 3.

Dozens more were also killed 
on August 14 in the capital’s Nahda 
Square when police and troops dis-
persed a similar sit-in.

Abdul Hamid said the death toll 
was based on forensic details collected 
by several morgues in and around Cai-
ro. It does not include security forces’ 
casualties.

Egypt’s military-installed authori-
ties are engaged in a campaign against 
Islamist supporters of Mr Morsi, 

which has also seen more than 2000 
people arrested since August 14.

Mr Morsi himself has been put on 
,trial for charges related to deaths of 
protesters during his presidency.

Military chief General Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi overthrew Mr Morsi, the 
country’s first democratically elected 
president, after millions of Egyptians 

took to the streets in July calling for 
the Islamist’s resignation.

Protesters calling for his removal 
had accused Mr Morsi of working for 
the sole benefit of his Muslim Brother-
hood, ruining an already dilapidated 
economy and monopolising power 
after the 2011 uprising that toppled 
long-time ruler Hosni Mubarak. – AFP
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US Secretary of State John Kerry on 
November 13 offered a US$1 million 
reward to anyone who would help 
smash a Laos-based poaching network 
that slaughters endangered elephants 
and rhinos for their precious horns 
and ivory tusks.

The reward, which is the first of 
its kind by the US State Department, 
is targeting the Xaysavang poaching 
network which operates from Laos 
as far afield as South Africa, Mozam-
bique, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, 
and China.

“The involvement of sophisticated 
transnational criminal organizations 
in wildlife trafficking perpetuates cor-
ruption, threatens the rule of law and 
border security in fragile regions,” Mr 
Kerry said in a statement.

He estimated that annual profits 
from wildlife trafficking reached as 
much as $8 billion to $10 billion, and 
were then pumped into other “illicit 
activities such as narcotics, arms, and 
human trafficking.”

Another effect of poaching was 
that it “destabilizes communities that 
depend on wildlife for biodiversity and 
eco-tourism,” he said.

Offering the department’s first 
reward under the transnational or-
ganized crime rewards program, Mr 
Kerry said the Xaysavang network “fa-
cilitates the killing of endangered el-
ephants, rhinos, and other species for 
products such as ivory.”

He revealed that several major sei-
zures of illegal wildlife products had 
been traced back to the network.

The lucrative Asian black market 
for rhino horn, used in traditional 
medicine, and ivory has driven a boom 
in poaching across Africa.  

– AFP

WASHINGTON

$1m price 
for Laos 
poachers: US

WASHINGTON
World Bank: end ‘silly’ debate
WORLD Bank President Jim Yong Kim 
said on November 13 that the deadly 
typhoon disaster in the Philippines 
should put an end to “silly” arguments 
denying climate change.

“What I hope the tragedy in the Phil-
ippines helps us to do is to move away 
from having what I think are silly argu-
ments about not really the science, but 
about science as a whole,” Mr Kim said

Speaking to journalists, Kim said 
people need to stop arguing over 
whether climate change is real, and do 
something about it.

“Ninety-five percent of climate sci-
entists agree that anthropogenic 
(human-influenced) climate change is 
real, and that we have to do something 
about it or the impacts are going to be 
severe,” he said.

SYDNEY
Australia PM to repeal climate tax
AUSTRALIA’S new conservative Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott on November 13 
moved to abolish a carbon tax designed 
to combat climate change as his first 
major economic reform since taking 
office.

Abbott said the September 7 election 
which he won decisively had been a 
referendum on the future of the tax.

He said the removal of the tax would 
strengthen the economy of Australia, 
which is among the world’s worst per 
capita polluters due to its reliance on 
coal-fired power and mining exports.

Abbott had earlier been forced to 
wait for about an hour to move the 
legislation after Labor, which opposes 
the dismantling of the tax, stalled 
proceedings with debate about the 
government’s nickname for opposition 
leader Bill Shorten. – AFP

IN BRIEF

BRITAIN on November 13 asked Sri Lanka to probe 
allegations that hundreds of men and women had 
been sexually assaulted by government forces dur-
ing and after the island’s drawn-out ethnic war.

Foreign Secretary William Hague told a pub-
lic meeting in the Sri  Lankan capital Colombo 
that Britain was concerned that no-one had 
been held accountable for rights abuses, includ-
ing sexual assault and the use of rape to extract 
confessions.

He said there had been credible allegations, 
including those from a UN Panel of Experts, that 
Sri  Lankan troops used sexual violence during 
their war against Tamil rebels and afterwards.

“I will be urging the Sri Lankan government to 
investigate these cases as they deserve,” Mr Hague 
said.

Prime Minister David Cameron also promised 
to “shine a spotlight” on Sri Lanka’s rights record 
ahead of a meeting of the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government in Colombo on November 15.

“Being in Sri Lanka does mean it’s an opportu-
nity to shine a spotlight on some of the problems 
there, some of the human rights issues,” he said. 
“It’s right to do that and that’s exactly what I’ll be 
doing.”

Mr Cameron was responding to criticism from 
Sri Lanka’s minister of mass media and communi-
cation, who dismissed the British premier’s calls 
for an inquiry into alleged war crimes.

“We are a sovereign nation,” Keheliya Rambuk-
wella told the BBC. “You think someone can just 
make a demand from Sri Lanka.

“It can be a cordial request. We are not a colony. 
We are an independent state.”

The New York-based Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) reported earlier this year that Sri Lankan 
security forces continue to use rape and other 
forms of sexual violence to torture suspected Ta-
mil rebels four years after the end of the island’s 
civil war.

HRW also claimed widespread rape of detain-

ees during the separatist conflict that ended in 
May 2009.

Mr Hague said there had been “progress” in 
economic development, clearing land mines and 
re-integrating some of the former rebels back in 
society.

But he said no-one had been held accountable 
for sexual crimes during and after the war ended.

“To date, nobody has been held to account for 
crimes of sexual violence,” he said ahead of the 
Commonwealth meeting.

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper is 
leading a boycott of the summit. 

The prime ministers of India and Mauritius 
are also staying away from the meeting over Sri 
Lanka’s human rights record.

Mr Cameron has also been under pressure to 
boycott the event, but he has promised to have 
“tough conversations” with President Mahinda 
Rajapakse about issues of accountability.

International rights groups say up to 40,000 
civilians were killed by government forces in the 
final months of fighting in 2009, but the govern-
ment has denied it killed a single civilian and has 
resisted calls for an international probe. 

– AFP

COLOMBO

UK asks Sri Lanka to probe rape

Pro-government activists block a train carrying Britain’s Channel 4 television crew who made an award-
winning documentary on alleged warcrimes in Sri Lanka, on the railway tracks at the north-central town 
of Anuradhapura on November 13. Photo: AFP
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OPIUM  poppy cultivation in Af-
ghanistan reached a record high 
in 2013 as farmers seek to “insure” 
themselves ahead of NATO forces’ 
withdrawal next year, the United 
Nations said on November 13.

The area under cultivation rose 
by 36 percent in 2013, the UN drugs 
agency UNODC said in its annual 
report on Afghanistan, while pro-
duction of opium, the main ingre-
dient in heroin, jumped almost 50 
percent compared with last year.

There are fears that the depar-
ture of the bulk of the US-led NATO 
troops, who currently number 
around 75,000, will throw the war-
torn nation into chaos and insecurity.

“Farmers may have driven up 
cultivation ... trying to shore up 
their assets as insurance against an 
uncertain future, which could ensue 
from the withdrawal of international 
troops next year,” the UNODC said.

The report said that in 2013 the 
area under  opium  poppy cultiva-
tion rose to 209,000 hectares from 
the previous year’s total of 154,000 
– higher than the previous peak of 
193,000 hectares in 2007.

Opium production reached 5500 
tonnes, up by almost half from 2012 
but lower than the 2007 high of 7400 
tonnes as bad weather in southern 
Afghanistan affected crops.

Worth around US$950 million, 
or 4pc of national GDP in 2013, the 
farm-gate value of  opium  produc-
tion increased by almost a third.

Together with profits made by 
drug traffickers, the total value 
of the  opium  economy within Af-
ghanistan was significantly higher, 

the report said, suggesting the illicit 
economy will grow further while a 
slowdown of the legal economy is 
predicted in 2014.

“What is needed is an inte-
grated, comprehensive response 
to the drug problem, embedded in 
a long-term security, development 
and institution-building agenda,” 
UNODC executive director Yury Fe-
dotov said.

Despite the presence of tens of 
thousands of foreign troops since 
the US-led invasion ousted the Tali-
ban in 2001, Afghanistan remains 
the world’s main producer of opium.

The country produces about 90 
percent of the world’s opium, and 
poppy farmers are taxed by the Tali-
ban, who use the cash to help fund 
their insurgency against the gov-
ernment and NATO forces.

Assisted by its Western allies, 
Afghanistan has been trying to 
fight opium cultivation, but the ef-
forts have so far met with limited 
success.

Most of the cultivation takes 
place in the southern and western 
provinces where the Taliban insur-
gency is most active.

In southern Helmand province, 
Afghanistan’s principal poppy-pro-
ducing region, the area under culti-
vation rose by a third in 2013, while 
neighbouring Kandahar, the birth-
place of the Taliban, saw a 16pc rise.

The poppies, which provide 
huge profits in one of the world’s 
poorest countries, also play a large 
part in the corruption that plagues 
Afghan life at every level from dis-
trict to national government. – AFP

KABUL

Afghan opium cultivation 
hits record high in 2013

An Afghan farmer collects raw opium as he works in a poppy field in 
Khogyani District of Nangarhar province. Photo: AFP

WHEN Nanjing’s mayor was removed 
for corruption, residents set off fire-
crackers to celebrate the departure 
of the leader who turned the former 
imperial capital into a dusty construc-
tion site.

Ji Jianye’s fall last month made 
him one of 11 officials at vice-minister 
level or above to have been snared by 
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s much-
publicised anti-graft drive.

A four-day meeting of top lead-
ers of the ruling Communist party 
pledged on November 12 to “improve 
the system to punish and prevent cor-
ruption and build clean politics”, ac-
cording to a communique.

Mr Xi has promised to take on both 
senior “tigers” and low-level “flies”, 
and the party’s feared internal disci-
pline body has sent teams of inspec-
tors on field trips.

But analysts and Nanjing residents 
alike doubt the leadership’s commit-
ment, and wonder whether politics 
play a role in picking the targets.

Nanjing, a city of 8 million, is best 
known as the site of a 1937 massacre 
by Japanese soldiers and as China’s 
former capital, notably during the 
Ming Dynasty in the 14th century.

Residents called the mayor “Bull-
dozer Ji” for his penchant for con-
struction projects launched to spur 
development, a route to promotion for 
Chinese officials – and an opportunity 
for kickbacks.

The city’s new assets range from 
a conference centre to sports facili-
ties for the Youth Olympic Games, but 
thousands of people protested in 2011 
after workers chopped down its stately 
trees, a variety known as the Chinese 
parasol, for a metro line.

Mr Ji held the mayoral post for 
more than three years until authori-
ties decided he had violated the law 
and Communist Party discipline, a 
phrase which typically refers to cor-
ruption. But residents say that while 
all government officials are dirty, only 
some are punished.

“All officials are corrupt,” said taxi 
driver Yuan Changjiang as he navigat-
ed the city’s congested streets.

“It’s like an eagle standing on the 
bank of a river catching fish: Some get 

caught, some don’t.”
The independent anti-graft group 

Transparency International gave Chi-
na a score of just 39 in its latest index 
of perceived corruption – on a scale 
ranging from 100 down to zero – on a 
par with Serbia and Trinidad, and be-
hind Ghana and Saudi Arabia.

Former Politburo member Bo Xilai 
was jailed for life in September at the 
end of a long-running scandal, but an-
alysts wonder how committed China’s 
leader is to pursuing corruption at the 
very highest levels of government.

“He has not been able to go after 
so-called big tigers,” said Willy Lam, 
professor at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong.

In  Nanjing, taxi driver Yuan be-
lieves the former mayor – previously 
the party chief of Yangzhou, the home 
town of Jiang Zemin, China’s presi-
dent from 1993 to 2003 – fell because 
of politics.

“He belonged to Jiang Zemin. 
They’re doing in Jiang’s bunch,” he 
said.

Nanjing  residents cite the Jiang 
link widely, as have overseas Chinese 
media, also speculating that the may-
or’s removal was in part due to the 
new administration wanting its own 
people in key positions.

Mr Jiang is identified as head of 
the “Shanghai Clique” of officials with 
links to the commercial city, and is be-

lieved to still wield political influence 
despite relinquishing official posts.

Chinese media have vilified Mr Ji, 
usual practice after a leader’s down-
fall, calling him a corrupt official, a 
plagiarist and a philanderer.

In Yangzhou he selected a “fair-
skinned” mistress from the govern-
ment secretarial pool, reports said.

Earlier, during his time as mayor 
and party secretary of Kunshan, which 
has boomed with investment from 
Taiwan, he allegedly built ties with a 
company he later gave construction 
projects to in exchange for bribes, ac-
cording to state media.

Reports said he reaped ill-gotten 
gains of US$3.3 million from graft.

Mr Ji spent his entire career in his 
home province of Jiangsu, and the 
case leaves questions over his steady 
climb up the political ladder.

“In spite of all the rumours about 
his misdeeds, he was promoted all the 
way to the provincial capital [Nan-
jing] ... But he was not investigated,” 
the China Daily said in a rare critical 
editorial.

“The official appointment mecha-
nisms have to be adjusted,” it said.

China’s new leaders aim to shift 
away from government-funded infra-
structure projects as a key driver of 
economic growth to a more sustain-
able form of development. 

– AFP

NANJING

Dust of corruption  
lingers over Nanjing

Workers of the eastern Chinese city of Nanjing look out of an under-construction 
Metro station where in 2011 some of the city’s stately trees, a variety known as 
the Chinese parasol, here were chopped down. Photo: AFP
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AN Australian state inquiry into the 
handling of child sex cases by the 
Catholic Church on November 13 said 
religious leaders trivialised the prob-
lem and recommended concealment 
of abuse should be a crime.

Its report tabled in the Victorian 
parliament follows a long-running 
probe and concluded that “we can rea-
sonably estimate that there have been 
several thousand victims criminally 
abused in non-government organisa-
tions in Victoria alone”.

The most senior Catholic in Vic-
toria, Melbourne Archbishop Denis 
Hart, admitted the  church  had been 
too slow to act on paedophile priests.

“I fully acknowledge that leaders in 
the church made mistakes – these are 
indefensible,” he said.

The report, Betrayal of Trust, said 
failure to report serious child abuse 
should lead to prosecution, a move 
likely to conflict with the church’s in-
sistence that information gathered in 
the confessional should remain secret.

It also recommended: making it il-
legal to groom a child; a new state law 
making it a criminal offence to allow 
a child to remain at risk; and stream-
lined legislation to make it easier for 
victims to sue.

Victorian Premier Denis Napthine, 
who is a Catholic, said the state govern-
ment would immediately begin draft-
ing new legislation, which should be in-
troduced to parliament early next year.

“I’m ashamed and embarrassed by 
the actions of the Catholic Church, or 
the lack of actions on these matters,” he 
said. “The evidence throughout the re-
port is that the Catholic Church has a 
lot to answer for in regard to their ap-
proach and culture, and their culture 
seemed to be one of protecting their 
priests and putting the interests of the 
church ahead of the interests of chil-
dren and victims.”

The report, which focused on 
the  church  but also examined other 
non-government groups including the 
Salvation Army, said it was “beyond 
dispute that some trusted organisa-
tions made a deliberate choice not 
to follow processes for reporting and 
responding to allegations of criminal 
child abuse”.

“There has been been a substantial 
body of credible evidence presented to 

the inquiry and ultimately concessions 
made by senior representatives of re-
ligious bodies, including the Catho-
lic Church, that they had taken steps 
with the direct objective of concealing 
wrongdoing.”

The inquiry heard “graphic ac-
counts that detailed horrendous and 
traumatic experiences of victims 
abused as children in the care of 
non-government organisations that 
spanned a period of decades through 
to more recent times”.

It found the Catholic  Church  had 
often trivialised the problem, shielded 
abusers or failed to disclose what was 
going on.

Archbishop Hart said, “I have to 
accept that church leaders in the past 
concealed crimes and caused other 
children to be offended against.”

Inquiry committee chairwoman 
Georgie Crozier said children had suf-
fered terribly.

“Children were betrayed by trusted 
figures in organisations of high stand-
ing and suffered unimaginable harm,” 
she said.

“Parents of these children experi-
enced a betrayal beyond comprehen-
sion. And the community was be-
trayed by the failure of organisations 
to protect children in their care.”

Victim support group Broken Rites 
said the report was “a real milestone 
in this journey”.

“It validates that the victims are 
not guilty in any way and the church, 
through their neglect of their duty, 
are the ones at fault,” said spokesman 
John McNally. – AFP

SYDNEY

Australia church child sex 
inquiry urges changes

Pope Francis gives his blessing at the 
Italian Union for the transportation of 
sick people to Lourdes and Shrines on 
November 9. Photo: AFP

EUROPE’S leaders on No-
vember 12 put urgency into 
the search for a solution to 
high youth unemployment at 
a meeting in Paris on what is 
seen as the continent’s most 
pressing challenge.

“What is important is to 
move quickly,” stressed French 
President Francois Hollande, 
who hosted heads of state or 
government from 24 of the EU’s 
28 member states at the event.

The conference followed a 
July summit in Berlin initiated 
by German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel, who called youth 
unemployment “perhaps the 
most pressing problem facing 
Europe”.

Triggering a raft of meas-
ures aimed at reversing the 
trend, she warned that the con-
tinent faced the emergence of a 
“lost generation”.

Mr Hollande said a “youth 
guarantee” scheme, whereby 
young people are given jobs, 

further education or training 
within four months of leaving 
school, would be put in place in 
the next two years.

To speed up the process, all 
member states who send in 
their plans for the scheme’s im-
plementation before the end of 
the year can “access the neces-
sary financing from January 1”.

European Commission pres-
ident Jose Manuel Barroso said 
resources for the scheme de-
pended on member states. “We 
need something concrete. We 
need fast results,” he said.

According to the European 
Commission’s latest statistics, 
the EU-wide youth joblessness 
rate stands at 23.5 percent. A 
total of 7.5 million aged 15-24 
are not in work, education or 
training.

The sting of the crisis is 
felt differently across the bloc. 
The youth unemployment 
rate is pinned down at 7.7pc in 
Europe’s healthiest economy 

Germany, but soaring past 
50pc in debt-crippled south-
ern countries such as Greece 
and Spain.

EU members have pledged 
12 billion euros (US$16 billion) 
over the next two years while 
the European Investment Bank 
and European Social Fund plan 
to spend similar amounts.

The focus on training can 
help Europe’s youth become 
more employable but many 
observers argue no dramatic 
changes in joblessness statis-
tics can be expected without 
economic growth.

“Without growth, there will 
be no jobs for the youth. Politics 
doesn’t create jobs, business cre-
ates jobs,” said Ms Merkel.

Mr Hollande, who is grap-
pling with record-low popular-
ity ratings, had made youth em-
ployment one of his mandate’s 
top priorities. He has vowed a 
return to employment growth 
by year’s end, but that looks an 

increasingly unlikely prospect.
“In 2014 unemployment 

will unfortunately remain too 
high, but there is perspective, 
there is hope,” said European 

Council president Herman Van 
Rompuy.

Despite the new sense of 
urgency among the EU’s lead-
ers, critics say that Brussels’ 

moves to ease the crisis often 
lack boldness and tend to rely 
too heavily on German policies 
that are not easily replicated. 

– AFP

PARIS

EU fears for youth 
employment crisis
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Amman
Jordan dailies strike in protest at state ‘interference’

JORDAN’S largest daily, the government-owned Al-Rai, and its sister newspa-
per suspended publication on November 12 after staff held a one-day strike in 
protest at state “interference”.

“Al-Rai and Jordan Times did not publish today after employees at the 
Jordan Press Foundation, which publishes the two dailies, observed a one-day 
strike on Monday,” Al-Rai said on its website.

The unprecedented strike “came in protest at government interference and 
procrastination in implementing a 2011 labour agreement” on salaries, ac-
cording to the notice. – AFP

IN BRIEF

A MAN accused of sparking a security alert on a Pakistan 
International Airways plane acted like an “idiot” but did 
not make a serious bomb threat, a British court heard on 
November 13.

Mohammed Safdar, 42, and his friend Tayyab Subhani, 
30, were arrested in May after their flight from Lahore to 
Manchester in northwest England had to make an emer-
gency diversion to London’s Stansted Airport.

Britain scrambled Typhoon fighter jets to intercept the 
flight.

The British-born pair deny endangering the plane.
A previous court hearing was told that the men had be-

come aggressive towards airline stewards and had made 
false threats that the “crew and passengers would be killed 
and the aircraft blown up before landing”.

But a passenger on the flight told the men’s trial in 
Chelmsford, southeast England, that although Mr Safdar 
had acted like an “idiot”, he had not made a serious bomb 
threat and other travellers had not felt threatened.

“I heard the men say jokingly between themselves ‘I bet 
they think there’s a bomb on the plane’,” Ferzana Rana told 
the court.

“He was swearing in Urdu and a lot of the words and lan-
guage were not something anybody would want to repeat.”

Mr Safdar twice told a steward “I’m going to kill you” in 
Urdu, she added.

But asked if the steward had taken the remarks seri-
ously, she said, “No, it was just an idiotic remark.”

Once on the ground, many passengers expressed annoy-
ance that the flight had been diverted over a “trivial inci-
dent”, Ms Rana told the court.

Mr Subhani had encouraged Mr Safdar but had not be-
haved in an abusive manner, she added.

The men, from Lancashire in northwest England, claim 
the allegations are made up and that cabin crew encour-
aged passengers to corroborate their story. They had been 
returning from Mr Safdar’s mother’s funeral in Pakistan.

Prosecutors have stressed that the pair are not Islamic 
extremists or “terrorists” but that the crew was forced to 
take the threats seriously.

“Such utterances, if made at ground level, may some-
times be capable of being ignored,” prosecutor Brian O’Neill 
told the court as the trial opened on Tuesday.

“But when those threats are made in flight at 30,000 feet 
on a commercial jet, that’s not an option.”

Once on the ground, the plane was surrounded by 
armed police under a full-scale bomb alert.

The trial is expected to last five weeks. – AFP

LONDON

Man who endangered Pakistan plane 
was an ‘idiot’, not a terrorist

A BRITISH  spy  whose naked body 
was found locked in a sports bag in-
side a bathtub three years ago most 
likely killed himself by accident, po-
lice said on November 13.

A fresh review of the mysterious 
“spy in the bag” case has concluded 
that 31-year-old Gareth Williams, a 
codebreaker for the MI6 foreign in-
telligence agency, was not murdered 
but had climbed into the bag with-
out assistance.

The police findings contradict 
those of a coroner who concluded at 
an inquest last year that another per-
son was probably involved in Gareth 
Williams’s death.

“My personal view at the end of 
the investigation is that what hap-
pened was an accident,” Martin 
Hewitt, deputy assistant commis-
sioner of London’s Metropolitan Po-
lice, told reporters.

“I am convinced that Gareth’s 
death was in no way related to his 
work.”

He admitted that several “odd” 
factors remained – notably the fact 
that no DNA was found on the pad-
lock and there were no handprints 
on the bathtub.

The decomposed body of the tal-
ented mathematician was found 
locked in a red North Face holdall 
inside the bath of his flat in London’s 
upmarket Pimlico district in August 
2010.

Mr Hewitt refused to speculate 
whether the  spy’s death was linked 
to his alleged interest in escapology 
and bondage.

Coroner Fiona Wilcox concluded 
at the inquest last May that Gareth 
Williams probably died of suffoca-
tion or poisoning.

She had heard from experts who 
had repeatedly failed to padlock 
themselves into bags identical to his. 
One expert said escapologist Harry 
Houdini “would have struggled” to 
pull off the feat.

Gareth Williams’ family said on 
November 12 that they stood by the 
coroner’s view that someone else was 
probably involved in his death.

“We consider that [on] the basis 
of the facts at present known the 

coroner’s verdict accurately reflects 
the circumstances of Gareth’s death,” 
they said in a statement.

“We are naturally disappointed 
that it is still not possible to state 
with certainty how Gareth died and 
the fact that the circumstances of his 
death are still unknown adds to our 
grief.”

Mr Hewitt said police were satis-
fied that it was “theoretically possi-
ble” for a man to lock himself in the 
bag, and stressed that this had been 

accepted by the coroner.
“The point is that we’re satisfied 

that theoretically you could achieve 
that,” he told reporters.

“Gareth’s physical stature, Ga-
reth’s strength – my belief is that it 
would have been possible for him to 
do that.”

Mr Hewitt acknowledged that 
several factors – including the lack of 
DNA on the padlock and the fact that 
the heating was on full-blast in the 
flat, despite it being mid-summer – 
had been used to support the theory 
that Gareth Williams was murdered.

“Most of the fundamental ques-
tions in relation to how Gareth died 
remain unanswered,” he said.

“It is unlikely that his death will 
ever be satisfactorily explained.”

Mr Hewitt insisted that the po-
lice investigation had enjoyed the 
full cooperation of the intelligence 
services, including access to Gareth 
Williams’ personnel and vetting files.

Gareth Williams was a code-
breaker for the British eavesdrop-
ping agency GCHQ but was working 
at MI6 on secondment when he died.

His death sparked a fierce debate 
about whether he had been mur-
dered because of his work.

No one has been arrested over the 
death.

Mr Hewitt said it was “beyond 
credibility” that the secret services 
had been involved in some form of 
cover-up.

“I do not believe that I have had 
the wool pulled over my eyes. I be-
lieve that what we are dealing with is 
a tragic unexplained death.”

He added that there was no evi-
dence to suggest that Gareth Wil-
liams’ flat had undergone a “forensic 
clean” before his body was found.

The inquest had heard that 
the area around the bathtub was 
strangely clean of evidence, but Mr 
Hewitt said police had found finger-
prints and traces of DNA dating back 
several years.

Some “unidentified” traces of 
DNA were found within the flat, he 
said, but none that would suggest 
there was another person present 
when the spy died. – AFP

LONDON

‘Spy in the bag’ death 
accidental: UK police

late British intelligence analyst Gareth 
Williams. Photo: AFP

‘My personal view 
at the end of the 
investigation is that 
what happened was 
an accident.’

Martin Hewitt 
London metropolitan police

Family of British spy whose remains were discovered inside a locked sports bag 
continue to contest the official verdict of ‘accidental death’
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RENEWED clashes on November 
13 between  Saudis and illegal mi-
grants, targeted in a nationwide 
campaign, killed one person and 
wounded 17, police said.

A Sudanese died as  Saudis 
clashed with illegal migrants in the 
southern Riyadh neighbourhood of 
Manfuhah, the scene of riots over 
recent days, police said in a state-
ment carried by SPA state news 
agency.

Illegal migrants “rioted, hurling 
rocks at passersby and cars”, police 
said, before forces intervened and 
“controlled” the situation.

Last week, the ultra-conservative 
kingdom began rounding up thou-
sands of illegals following the expi-
ry on November 4 of a final amnesty 
for them to formalise their status.

Among them are foreigners who 
overstayed their visas, pilgrims 
who have sought jobs and migrants 
working under one sponsor trying 
to get jobs elsewhere.

Police had deployed in force in 
Manfuhah following clashes be-
tween Saudis and migrants, mostly 
reportedly African.

Three Ethiopians have been 
killed in clashes in the kingdom, 
according to their country’s foreign 
ministry.

Some 23,000 Ethiopians had 
handed themselves in.

Many illegal migrants living in 
the area turned themselves in to po-
lice to be deported.

Expatriates account for a full 
9 million of the oil-rich kingdom’s 
population of 27 million.

The lure of work, even in low-
paid jobs as domestics or construc-
tion workers, has made the country 
a magnet for migrants from Asia as 
well as from poorer Arab states.

Nearly a million migrants – 
Bangladeshis, Filipinos, Indians, 
Nepalis, Pakistanis and Yemenis 
among them – took advantage of the 
amnesty to leave.

Another roughly 4 million illegal 
immigrants were able to find em-
ployers to sponsor them.

Despite its huge oil wealth, Sau-
di Arabia has a jobless rate of more 
than 12.5 percent among its native 
population, a figure the government 
has long sought to cut.

The crackdown was marred by 
clashes between police and Ethio-
pian migrants on Saturday that led 
to the deaths of three people in the 
poor Manfuhah neighbourhood of 
Riyadh.

Ambassador Muhammed Hassan 
Kabiera told the English-language 
Arab News daily that the clashes 
“occurred because the illegal work-
ers were frustrated they did not 
have a way to surrender to the po-
lice”.

The workers took to the streets 
to voice their concerns, prompting 
“clashes with some youths in the 
neighbourhood”, he said. 

– AFP

RIYADH

Sudanese killed in Saudi 
illegal immigrants clashes

 Illegal migrants wait with their belongings under police watch to be transferred by police buses on November 13. Photo: AFP

HEZBOLLAH chief Hassan Nasrallah 
warned in a rare public appearance 
on November 13 that failure to strike a 
deal with ally Iran over its nuclear pro-
gram would spell “war in the region”.

Mr Nasrallah, who normally ap-
pears via video link for fear of assas-
sination by arch-enemy Israel, spoke 
in Hezbollah’s southern Beirut strong-
hold to mark the Shiite Muslim Ashu-
ra holiday.

World powers failed to reach an 
agreement with Iran over the weekend 
to curb its controversial nuclear pro-
gram in exchange for some relief from 
crippling Western sanctions despite 
marathon high-profile talks in Geneva.

The West and Israel have long 
suspected Iran is pursuing a nuclear 
weapons capability alongside its civil-
ian program, allegations fiercely de-
nied by Tehran.

“What is the alternative to a deal 
with Iran and the countries of the 
world?” he asked. “The alternative is 
war in the region.”

And he pointed the finger at Israel, 
accusing it of being in league with 
Arab countries.

“Israel does not want any accord 
that would avert war in the region. 

“It is regrettable that some Arab 

countries take the Israeli side in its 
murderous choices.

“It is regrettable that [Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu is the 
spokesman for some Arab countries.”

This was an apparent reference 
to Sunni Muslim Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar, who are strong backers of the 
rebellion against Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad, with whom Iran 

and Hezbollah are allied.
“These countries reject any po-

litical solution that would stop the 
bloodbath and destruction in Syria. 
They also strongly oppose any accord 
between Iran and the countries of the 
world.

“We have two allies – Iran and 
Syria,” he said, adding, “We are sure of 
that alliance.” – AFP

BEIRUT

Hezbollah warns of ‘war’ if no Iran deal

The head of Lebanon’s militant Shiite Muslim movement Hezbollah, Hassan 
Nasrallah speaks during a rare live appearance from Beirut’s southern suburb 
neighbourhood of Rweiss on November 13. Photo: AFP

 
TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE

Kallol Enterprise Ltd, a company organized under the laws 
of Bangladesh and having its principal office at 199 Tejgaon 
Industrial Area, Dhaka, Bangladesh is the owner and sole   
proprietor of the following Trademarks:-

Reg.No. 4/8695/2013                   Reg.No. 4/8696/2013

Reg.No. 4/8697/2013                   Reg.No. 4/8698/2013

Used in respect of:-
Watch included in International Class 14

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun & The Law Chambers                                                                             
Ph: 0973150632 
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. patrick mirandah co. (m) sdn bhd, Malaysia) 
Dated. 18th November, 2013

 
TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE

Greenlam Asia Pacific Pte Ltd, a company organized under 
the laws of  Singapore carrying on business of Manufacturing, 
Marketing and Distribution of Laminates and having its principal 
office at 11 Sungei Kadut Crescent Singapore 728683 is the owner 
and sole proprietor of the following  Trademark:-

Reg. No. 4/910/2013

Used in respect of:
Non Metallic Laminates for use in building and construction, 
partition, surfaces and walls, Laminated boards (non-metallic), 
Laminated fibreboard (non-metallic), Laminated panel board (non-
metallic), Laminated strips (non-metallic) Laminated wood (non-
metallic), Laminated veneer (non-metallic), Moulded laminates 
(non-metallic) all included in Class 19.

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.                      

Tin Ohnmar Tun & The Law Chambers                                                                             
Ph:0973150632 
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Patrick Mirandah Co. (S) Pte Ltd, Singapore) 
Dated. 18th November, 2013
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ITS red-bricked walls looming omi-
nously on the banks of the Neva River, 
the Kresty  jail in St Petersburg has 
housed detainees ranging from Trot-
sky to Soviet dissidents in its 120-year 
history spread between the tsarist era, 
the USSR and modern Russia.

The roll call of the prison’s high-
profile detainees has now been 
joined by at least half a dozen of 
the 30 Greenpeace activists arrested 
by Russia for a protest in the Arctic 
against oil drilling.

The Russian prison authorities on 
November 12 sent the 30 Greenpeace 
activists to three different jails in St 
Petersburg, including  Kresty, after 
transferring them from the Arctic 
Circle city of Murmansk.

It is behind the famous red brick 
walls of the prison that the detain-
ees will likely wait for news of when 
their trial will start and while away 
the hours as their governments work 
behind the scenes for a possible solu-
tion to the case.

Kresty  is a prominent landmark 
in St Petersburg, in the centre and 
easily visible to the thousands of 
tourists who take cruises on the 
Neva River in summer.

But the walls hide a dark and dis-
turbing history that began in 1890 
when the Tsarist authorities com-
missioned a new prison that would 

be the most modern and biggest in 
Europe in its time.

The bold design in two cross 
shapes gave the prison the name by 
which it is universally known in Rus-
sian – Kresty – which simply means 
“Crosses”. The prison also has a church 
which was consecrated in 1890.

Before the Russian Revolution, it 
housed enemies of the Tsarist state 
like Alexander Kerensky, who would 
lead the February Revolution, and 
Anatoly Luncharsky who would be-
come Lenin’s top cultural official, as 
well as Leon Trotsky himself.

But after the revolution, it was the 
enemies of Bolshevism who found 
themselves in the prison, especially 
during Stalin’s 1930s purges when its 
cells were filled with the victims of 
political repression.

These included the historian Lev 
Gumilev, whose mother, the great Rus-
sian poet Anna Akhmatova, would 
wait outside the walls of the prison in 
the hope of passing him a package.

She immortalised the agony of hav-
ing loved ones in Kresty in her classic 
poem “Requiem”, writing of waiting.  
“The three-hundredth person in line, 
with a package” outside the  Kres-
ty walls, “As you burn through the New 
Year ice/ With your hot tear”.

Also detained in the dark years 
of repression was the great Soviet 

general Konstantin Rokossovsky, 
whom Stalin would eventually allow 
to be released to play a key role in 
the military defeat of Nazi Germany.

Since 1964,  Kresty  has been a 
so-called Investigative Isolator – a 
prison where detainees are held 
pending trials, a period that can last 
even years in Russia. Its formal title 
is now Investigative Isolator Number 
1 of St Petersburg.

“The employees of Investigative 
Isolator Number 1 carry out their 
official duties in the best traditions 
of previous generations,” its official 
website proudly boasts.

The prison even has a museum, 
but according to the website it is cur-
rently closed to visitors.

The Greenpeace detainees may 
find some distractions: Prisoners in 
October played football against a 
team of seminary students,  and the 
website says that the “isolator has al-
ways been known for its success in 
mini-football”.

Last month, guards and prisoners 
also took part in a prison production 
of Dostoyevsky’s classic novel “Crime 
and Punishment”.

“The choice of subject was no ac-
cident,” according to the prison web-
site, adding that the “great acting 
did not leave the audience indiffer-
ent”. – AFP

MOSCOW

Notorious jail now 
home for Arctic activists

A view of the notorious Kresty prison 
on the banks of the Neva River which 
housed political prisoners both in 
tsarist and Soviet times and believed 
to be one of the possible detention 
facilities to hold some the 30 detained 
crew members of a Greenpeace 
protest ship. Photo: AFP

VICTIM’S rights advocates in New Zealand on November 
14 condemned a defence lawyer who told a rape victim 
she should have “closed her legs” if she wanted to avoid 
having sex.

Defence lawyer Keith Jefferies made the remarks 
when summing up at the trial of his client, a nightclub 
bouncer who was convicted of rape in Wellington Dis-
trict Court on November 13, The Dominion Post reported.

The newspaper said the 20-year-old woman was drunk 
in the central business district when the bouncer, George 
Pule, approached her and told her that he could get her 
into a nightclub where her friends were socialising.

Instead he led her down an alley and raped her, al-
though Mr Jefferies said the victim did not struggle or 
cry out.

“All she would have had to do was to close her legs ... 
it’s as simple as that,” the newspaper quoted him as say-
ing in his closing arguments.

“Why didn’t she do that? The reason she didn’t do that 
was because the sex was consensual, as easy as that.”

Natalie Gousmett from the Wellington Rape Crisis 
Centre said the remarks were “horrific” and attempted to 
shift the blame for sexual assault onto the victim.

She said the case, and the so-called “Roastbusters” 
controversy – which involved a group of Auckland youths 
boasting online about having group sex with underage 
girls – had thrown a spotlight on attitudes to sexual as-
sault in New Zealand.

“It is an example of victim-blaming comments and 
rape culture, which we’ve seen all too much in the last 
week-and-a-half,” she said.

“It’s very offensive obviously, and harmful for the vic-
tim and her family.”

Mr Jefferies conceded he had made the comments but 
said they came while defending his client and did not 
reflect his personal views.

He said he was quoted out of context and that for any-
one to fully understand what he meant they would have 
had to have attended the entire trial, which involved 
complex issues of consent.

“If there had been anything unduly wrong with what I 
said I would’ve been reprimanded by the judge and also 
the crown lawyer would have complained,” he told com-
mercial radio on November 14.

“It was relative to the facts of this particular case.”
The Dominion Post said prosecutor Geraldine Kelly 

told the court that the victim, who was not identified, did 
not fight back because she was petrified of her attacker.

“No, she didn’t fight back. She didn’t scream her head 
off. She didn’t go running into the street screaming 
‘Rape!” Ms Kelly said. 

“But this isn’t an American TV show, this is real life. 
She was scared, and she didn’t want to make the situa-
tion worse.”

Mr Pule is awaiting sentencing.
– AFP

WELLINGTON

Anger in New Zealand as court hears 
‘close your legs’ rape defence

 
TRADEMARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that AstraZeneca AB of Västra 
Mälarehamnen 9, 151 85 Södertälje, Sweden is the Owner and 
Sole Proprietor of the following trademark: -

LOSEC
(Reg: Nos. IV/1024/1985 & IV/13431/2012)

in respect of:-
“Pharmaceutical preparations and substances”- Class: 5

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Kyi Win Associates 
for AstraZeneca AB
 P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                 Dated: 18th November, 2013

 
TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE

D.H.A. Siamwalla Ltd., a company organized under the laws of 
Thailand and having its principal office at 210 Surawongse Road, 
Sriphraya, Bangrak, Bangkok 10500 Thailand is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following Trademark :-

Reg. Nos. 4/2795/2010 & 4/1162/2013
                                        
Used in respect of :-

All kinds of paper products, all kinds of document and letter files, 
all kinds of notebook and writing pads and all goods included in 
Class 16.

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm 
(For. Tilleke & Gibbins International Ltd,
Thailand)
Dated. 18th November, 2013

 
TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

ADECCO S.A., of Route de Bonmont 31, 1275 Cheserex, 
Switzerland, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

ADECCO
Reg. No. 6244/1997
Reg. No. 7838/2007

in respect of “Advertising, business management and business 
administration, employment agency services relating to temporary 
and permanent placement of personnel; conducting skills evalua-
tion for individuals in the clerical, secretarial, word processing, 
data entry, industrial and technical fields; consultancy relating to 
personnel management; selection, recruiting services and employment 
agency services for temporary, short-term and permanent personnel; 
providing qualified technical personnel on a temporary and contract 
basis. Education and training; conducting training programs for 
individuals in the clerical, secretarial, word processing, data entry, 
industrial and technical fields.  Employment and behavioral testing; 
expert’s reports in the fields of personnel consultancy; computer 
consulting and computer programming services”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark will 
be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  ADECCO  S.A.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 18 November 2013
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FOR hours, she had been worrying 
about her 16-year-old son, Pero. He 
said he planned to attend a rally down-
town, then sleep over at a friend’s 
house. But he had disappeared.

The next morning, his mother’s 
cellphone rang.

“Where are you?” she cried, angry 
but relieved to hear from him.

She burst into tears at the answer.
“I’m in Syria,” he said.
The previous evening, Pero and 22 

others, including at least four teenag-
ers, took a budget flight to the Turkish 
resort city of Antalya and continued 
by road to the border with Syria. 

The group was part of an increas-
ing number of European Muslims 
seeking to fight in the Syrian civil war 
alongside extremist groups, some of 
them linked to al-Qaeda. And secu-
rity officials worry that some of these 
volunteers will return radicalised and 
determined to strike in Europe.

But for members of one Frankfurt 
family, the secret departure of their 
teenager sparked an elemental obses-
sion: how to snatch their baby-faced 
but troubled boy back from his chosen 
path of martyrdom.

The gawky late-bloomer, the dar-
ling of a close-knit Muslim family that 
immigrated to Germany from the Bal-
kan nation of Macedonia before Pero 
was born, had grown pious and dis-
tant over the previous year.

The old Pero loved chess and Ker-
mit the Frog, and blushed when his 
Aunt Serce’s female friends pecked 
him on the cheek. 

The new Pero attended a conserva-
tive mosque, whispered prayers under 
his breath and raged at his father’s 
consumption of alcohol, puzzling a 
family that had a far more casual rela-
tionship with Islam.

In ultraconservative mosques in 
cities across Europe, Syria has become 
the focus of a widening fury. Imams 
sermonise about atrocities committed 
by Syrian government forces and urge 
their young faithful to join the strug-
gle there to topple President Bashar 
Assad and create an Islamic state. 

Bargain flights to Turkey abound, 
and the citizens of some countries, in-
cluding Germany, need to show only a 
government identity card, not a pass-
port, to enter, frustrating authorities’ 
attempts to restrict movement by con-
fiscating travel documents. 

Precisely how many Europeans 
have travelled to Syria is difficult to 
track, but counterterrorism officials 
in the European Union estimate the 
number at 800 to 900, principally 
from Britain, France, the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Germany. 

Pero’s road to Syria started a year 
ago, shortly after his father, Mitko, re-
turned to the Frankfurt area after an 
absence of seven years, some of that 

time spent in prison on a drug-distri-
bution conviction. Father and son had 
a tough time getting used to each oth-
er, especially in the cramped Frankfurt 
apartment where Pero had to sleep on 
a cot in the corner of the living room 
while his two sisters shared a bed-
room. He started hanging out with 
new friends at a local mosque.

Eventually, the talk turned to the 
civil war in Syria and the desire to es-
tablish an Islamic state.

“I had no idea how to handle it,” 
said Mitko, a muscular, compact man 
with a wisp of a beard. “I thought it 
would be enough to make sure my 
children weren’t lacking for money.”

On the day they left for Syria, Pero 
and his companions gathered with 700 
others to listen to Pierre Vogel, a man 
who is described as a radical preacher 
by German and European security and 
intelligence officials.

Mr Vogel is a 35-year-old former 
boxer and native-born German who 
converted to Islam in 2001. He ex-
horted the crowd, gathered on a plaza 
lined with luxury boutiques, to give 
money to the men wearing orange T-
shirts that read “Donations for Syria.”

Pero’s parents immediately notified 
German authorities that their son was 
in Syria.

“He hasn’t said a whole lot about 
life in Syria,” Mitko said, looking at the 
photos of his son scattered around his 
sister’s living room.

Pero told his family that he was liv-
ing in a house filled with other single 
men, all German speakers, somewhere 
close to a camp. 

He wouldn’t talk about his train-
ing, but the family got some glimpses 
of his life. 

The surrounding town had shops 
that sold doner, a German-Turkish 
snack similar to gyros, and the group 
would occasionally slaughter a lamb 
for dinner. But Pero also complained 
about being hungry, and his parents 
worried that he wasn’t getting enough 
to eat.

When Pero’s family called him 
during the day, his phone was always 
turned off — he wasn’t allowed to take 

it to training. He was reachable at 
9pm, usually through a Turkish supe-
rior at the camp who had once lived in 
Frankfurt, the parents said.

Mitko said Pero’s superior told him 
that the most helpful thing the family 
could do was to buy their son an AK-47 
assault rifle or a bulletproof vest.

Pero’s family feared that he was 
about to vanish into the war.

Mitko arranged to meet with a 
conservative imam named Hesham 
Shashaa who has gained prominence 
for his efforts to fight radicalisation 
within Germany’s Islamic community.

Shashaa offered several options: 
reason with Pero, telling him that the 
Koran puts family obligations first 
and condemns violence; or convince 
him that his mother is sick and that he 
needs to come home, or at least visit 
her on the Turkish side of the Syrian 
border.

There was also another option, 
Shashaa suggested.

“Kidnap him.”
Five days after Mitko met with 

the imam, Pero agreed, over Skype, 
to meet his mother and his aunt in 
Turkey near the border. “Maybe this is 
our last chance,” Pero’s mother, Bagica, 
told a reporter one evening in her fam-
ily’s cramped apartment.

“He might not come alone,” Pero’s 
father said. “It might be a bit danger-
ous, but I can’t stand here and watch 
as I lose my son.”

A Turkish police officer who is a 
family friend put Pero’s parents in 
touch with counterterrorism officials 
in the border region. Pero’s father flew 
that night. His mother and aunt fol-
lowed the next day.

It was a long journey — first to Is-
tanbul, then a puddle-jumper flight 
to the southern city of Adana, then a 
dusty ride in a rented van to Antakya, 
a Turkish town just 15 miles from 
the Syrian border. On a Monday, the 
trio had breakfast with Turkish anti-
terrorism police and told them to be 
ready to take Pero into custody the 
next day.

As the hour drew near, six plain-
clothes police officers posted them-
selves in cars parked at the front and 
rear exits of the hotel. Serce was wait-
ing in the hotel lobby. Mitko was keep-
ing a lookout from one of the cars.

At 3pm, a text message: “Where are 
you, Mama? ... I’m coming.”

Pero arrived by bus. When he 
stepped off, he was alone.

His father gave the signal. The po-
lice officers got out of the car, took 
Pero by the arms and led him into the 
hotel. He wasn’t armed. He didn’t fight 
back, his aunt said.

Mitko stroked his son’s arm as Pero 
embraced his mother. Mitko was cry-
ing, too, the first time that Serce could 
remember seeing him weep.

“The little one was a bit shocked 
that he had been captured,” she added.

Eventually, after praying at the ho-
tel, Pero got into a car with his family 
and went home. – The Washington Post

FRANKFURT

Family kidnaps son to 
get him out of Syria

Imam Hesham Shashaa prepares to pray in a mosque in Leipzig, Germany. Photo: 
The Washington Post

Michael Birnbaum and
Souad Mekhennet

A rebel fighter points his weapon as he stands amid rubble and debris during 
clashes with Syrian government forces in the northeastern city of Deir Ezzor on 
November 11. Photo: AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Murray Goulburn Co-operative Co. Limited. a company 
incorporate in Australia of Level 15, 2 Southbank Boulevard, 
Southbank, Victoria 3006, AUSTRALIA, is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg.No.IV/ 11333 /2013
in respect of “Class 29: Foodstuffs and beverages in this class; dairy 
products; milk and milk products; low fat milk, milk beverages (milk 
predominating), flavoured milk, flavoured milk beverages, chocolate 
flavoured milk beverages, coffee flavoured milk beverages, milk-
based beverages with added fruit, skimmed milk, semi-skimmed 
milk, high calcium milk (not for medical purposes), ultra-heat treated 
(UHT) milk, long life milk, milk with added dietary supplements 
(not for medical purposes), powdered milk (not for babies); cheese, 
reduced fat cheese; sliced cheese, grated cheese; low fat cheese; butter, 
salt-reduced butter, dairy spreads, salt-reduced dairy spreads, low fat 
dairy spreads, low fat dairy spreads with added dietary supplements 
(not for medical purposes); cream, thickened cream, long life cream, 
sour cream, long life sour cream, whipped cream, buttercream; curd; 
desserts made from milk products (except ice cream and frozen 
yoghurt); whey; yoghurt, fruit-flavoured yoghurt, yoghurt containing 
pulped fruits, milk protein for human consumption; lactose-free 
milk products; dairy-based products in this class; dairy-based sports 
nutrition products; dairy-based sports nutrition products in powder, 
capsule or tablet form; dairy-based ingredients for sports nutrition 
products; dairy-based powders; whey-based powders; dairy-based 
powders with added protein; milk proteins; dairy-based beverages; 
protein powders for human consumption; lactose-free milk; lactose-
free cheese; lactose-free dairy spreads; lactose-free cream; lactose-free 
yoghurt; whey protein”.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade Mark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate
LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)
For Murray Goulburn Co-operative Co. Limited.
#205/5, Thirimingalar Hous; Strand Rd, Yangon.
Dated. November 18, 2013

 
TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

Heineken Brouwerijen B.V., a Company incorporated in 
The Netherlands, of Tweede Weteringplantsoen 21, 1017 ZD, 
AMSTERDAM,  The Netherlands, is the Owner of the following 
Trade Marks:-

HEINEKEN
Reg. No.  3976/2013

Reg. No. 3977/2013

Reg. No. 3978/2013
in respect of “Class 32: Beers”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Heineken  Brouwerijen  B.V.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon         
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 18 November 2013



the pulse editor: MANNY MAUNG  manny.maung@gmail.com THE MYANMAR TIMES  november 18 - 24, 2013

 
 

 
 

 
 

g
e

t
 y

o
u r  f i n g e r s  o n  i t

Tradition’s
fading marks

Chin women once wore 
facial tattoos to signify tribal 

allegiance. But changing 
times mean the tattoo habit 
is no longer as indelible as 

it once was

I T’S a little bit painful but I 
thought that I’d be beautiful like 
the others,” Daw Khui Shing Awi 
says, speaking in Chin with a 
bashful smile.

Under a hazy evening in Mindat, 
Chin State, the 71-year-old is discuss-
ing the tattoos she’s had on her face 
for nearly five decades.

Of Myanmar’s over 130 ethnic 
groups, more than 50 are Chin, and 
in the past the women of each tribe 
would wear distinct tattoo designs, 
including: pa mae, which covers 
the whole face including the ears 
and eyelids; pa pyouk, which drops 
black spots across the whole face; 
pa khyaung, which puts eight lines 
across each cheek; pa kyar, which 
draws four lines and four drops; and 
pa wine, which mixes circles and 
lines.

“I didn’t think of anything except 
having those tattoos on my face,” re-
members Daw Khui Shing, a member 
of an ethnic group calling themselves 
Mun, “because all of my friends and 
relatives were having them too in that 
time.” 

But “that time” is decades ago 
now, and today tattoo-wearers are an 
ageing breed. 

Still, even as they see it vanish-
ing before their eyes, many continue 
to believe in the importance of the 
tradition.

Daw Khui Shing Awi was encour-
aged to get tattooed by her parents. 

She says the tattoos make Chin people 
look “more beautiful” when paired 
with traditional costumes, large ear-
rings and necklaces.

Called ming in Chin, facial tattoos 
are made from heating the bark of 
green pine trees and capturing the 
smoke in a mud pot. The smoke is 
then mixed with a kind of bean leafs 
and the resulting liquid is injected 
under the skin, using the thorn of a 
cane plant.

“Afterward we had to wash our 
faces for two days,” remembers Daw 
Khui Shing Awi. “Though it was pain-
ful, there was no blood. If there was 
no marking visible after washing, we 
needed to make it again because the 
liquid of the tattoo was not good.”

There are many stories about the 
origins of Chin tattoos, but the most 
influential is that a Burmese king 
married a beautiful Chin lady and 
brought her back from Chin State 
to his palace. When his new bride, 
unhappy in her new surroundings, 
snuck away to return home, she 
disguised herself for her journey by 
using a knife by make incisions in her 
face. Later, the Chin adopted facial 
markings as part of their culture.

Daw Gei Sein, a 75 year-old Mun, 
75, says the markings have since 
taken on deeper significance.

“The king of hell will call those 
without tattoos on their faces,” she 
says. “The gods will show goodness 
only to the girls with tattoos. Those 

without tattoos will only be shown 
the bad ways.”

In spite of her beliefs, Daw Gei 
Sein says peer pressure was what 
pushed her into getting her own 
tattoos.

“My mother forced me to do it but 
in my mind I was really afraid. On 
the other hand, I wanted to be a real 
Chin woman who keeps her culture. 
All girls wore tattoos on their faces, 
so that’s why I didn’t argue,” Daw Gei 
Sein says.  
     Daw Hung Hnyein Pai, 80, of the 
Dei ethnic group, says that in the past 
it was crucial to get tattooed before 
marriage.

“If we had tattoos before marriage, 
our partner recognised our love and 
thought it was true, so we used to be 
tattooed young” – and alone, as well, 
she adds, due to a belief that someone 
else watching would make the proce-
dure more painful.

While Daw Hung Hnyein Pai says 
she does not feel a bond with women 
who don’t have tattoos, her own fam-
ily has not carried on the tradition.

“I was very glad to be tattooed but 
all my four daughters didn’t get it 

done as they were afraid of the pain,” 
she says. “I don’t blame my daughters 
for going without tattoos, because 
they make themselves look good by 
using thanakha. Though I have tat-
toos to be known as a Chin, it doesn’t 
make me more beautiful.”

She adds that facial tattoos are 
more beautiful on those with young 
skin, but when people grow older, it 
becomes uglier.

Daw Laung Ya, who is over 100 
years old, disagrees. She says she 
doesn’t use any soap on her face, 
believing it will blur the beauty of 
the black tattoo designs descending 
across her face according to the tradi-
tional M’kang pattern of her group.

“Faces without tattoos, and also 
without the help of make-up and 
thanakha, look uglier with oily skin. 
I feel the tattoos make the face natu-
rally beautiful without any help.” 

But against her hopes, Daw Laung 
Ya’s own family has given up the 
tradition.

“We criticised women who were 
afraid to be tattooed in the past, but 
my grandchildren and great-grand-
children don’t have any on their 
faces,” Daw Laung Ya says. 

Those getting tattoos used to 
need to make appointments in 
advance, ahead of the rainy season 
during which it was believed the 
process did not hurt as much. They 
also needed to bring payment, 
something U Shing Phui Ling, who 

researches Chin tattoo culture, says 
was typical.

“For the price of making tattoos, 
they needed to give a small pig, K10 
and a pot of traditional juice. They 
believed it was less painful if they 
drank more traditional juice. But 
actually, the juice made them feel 
dizzy, I think.”

U Shing Phui Ling says the habit 
of making tattoos on faces started 
from the border of Chin State, but the 
arrival of Christian missionaries in 
the area, combined with a ban on the 
tattoos by the Revolutionary Council 
that ruled from 1962 to 1974, led to 
the tradition’s subsequent decline.

For some, the attraction is still 
powerful. U Ha Ling, the former head 
of the education department of Mindat 
township, now retired, is married to a 
Chin woman who wears the traditional 
tattoos on her face.

 “I feel a woman who fills her face 
with traditional tattoos is more brave 
and beautiful than those who don’t. 
When I was teenager, I liked only those 
women,” U Ha Ling says.

Still, most people today see Chin 
tattoos only in books, Daw Khui Shing 
Awi says.

 “I don’t know if our culture was 
right or wrong but I found whenever 
I visited the cities that all women 
who wear tattoos are old and near to 
death,” she says.

“The tattoo habit will surely disap-
pear when we die.”

Nyein
Ei Ei
Htwe
nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com
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BRITISH all-female vocal 
group Black Voices have 
worked with everyone from 
Wynton Marsalis to Ray 
Charles and Nina Simone. 

They’ve performed for British royalty, 
the Pope and Nelson Mandela. 

But lucky for you, you don’t 
have to be a world-class talent to 
get within earshot – not with a free 
show happening this Wednesday at 
Yangon’s Strand Hotel.

Invited by British Council, Black 
Voices will perform at the Strand on 
November 20 at 6:30pm.  Sharing 

the stage with Black Voices will be 
performers from Gitameit, a non-
profit music school in Yangon.

“We are very pleased indeed 
to be able to present Black Voices 
for the first time in Myanmar in 
collaboration with our friends at 
Gitameit,” said Kevin Mackenzie, 
director of the British Council in 
Myanmar. 

“Black Voices is the leading 
all-female a cappella collective in 
Europe. They are globally celebrated 
for the unique form of a cappella 
singing in the Black oral tradition 
that they bring to the world stage.” 

Founded in 1987 and led by 
musical director Carol Pemberton, 

Black Voices perform a capella – 
literally “in chapel style”, or without 
accompanying instruments. Blend-
ing jazz, gospel, pop and reggae, 
and reflecting African, Caribbean 
and British musical heritages, the 
group has recorded multiple albums 
and made radio and television ap-
pearances in several countries.

Prior to the concert, Black Voices 
will be conducting a workshop 
at Legacy Music Academy for 
members of the Myanmar Music 
Association and students from the 
National University of Arts and 
Culture, Gitameit and the Institute 
of Theology’s Music Department on 
November 19.

Soul standards unplugged
World-renowned group to play free show on November 20

Nandar Aung
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com

SHOCKING, intimate and often be-
musing to outsiders, the modern art 
produced by a small group of young 
Afghans would come as a surprise to 
connoisseurs who stalk the galleries 
of New York, London and Tokyo.

At work in small studios and spare 
rooms in Kabul, they make pieces 
that seem far away from the harsh, 
practical world outside, where many 
Afghans focus on surviving the bloody 
12-year insurgency.

Picasso, Damien Hirst and Chinese 
dissident Ai Weiwei are among their 
influences, but they also admit that 
Afghanistan’s long war has had an 
inescapable effect on their work.

Arif Bahaduri, 22, uses medical 
plasters to make three-dimensional 
images at his US$100-a-month rented 
studio in south Kabul, and he is now 
preparing a 30-minute piece of per-
formance art.

“It will be one of the first-ever such 
events in Afghanistan,” he told AFP, 
wearing a chic black linen jacket and 
black T-shirt.

“I can’t say exactly how it will go 
or what will happen, but it is an ex-
pression of my deepest inner feelings 
and identity.”

Bahaduri will present his live 
show later this month at the Afghan 
Contemporary Art Prize, an annual 
competition to encourage local artists 
to move beyond sketches of market-
places and landscapes.

“My complete wish is to live as a 
professional artist, but my family are 
not happy because I took a year out 
of my psychology course at univer-
sity to do this,” he said. “They do not 
understand.”

“I work with plasters to represent 
pain and unhealed wounds, and now 
I hope my performance piece will 
lead me in a new direction.”

From 106 applicants, 10 artists 
were chosen to compete in the final 
round of this year’s prize, which is 
funded by the Turquoise Mountain 
Foundation, an Afghan arts organisa-
tion.

The contestants received an inten-
sive two weeks of workshops and lec-
tures to immerse them in modern art, 

and then had one month to produce 
a competition piece for an exhibition 
opening on November 16.

“A lot of what we saw in the work-
shops was new to me and it had a big 
effect, and I looked in many books 
and on the internet,” said Bahaduri, 
naming Serbian-born performance 
artist Marina Abramovic as his cur-
rent inspiration.

Also among the finalists is Orna, 
who is casting her naked back for her 
prize entry -- an idea that could pro-
voke outrage in conservative Islamic 
Afghanistan.

“The cast is part of a body that I 
have made that has no arms and no 
legs,” said Orna, 22.

“I was born in exile in Iran and 
this is my reaction to coming to Af-
ghanistan and seeing so many people 
missing one foot due to bombs and 
mines.”

Orna, who only uses one name, 
admits that her family do not know 
anything about her art and that it 
would perplex many Afghans, but 
she says there is a strong and sup-
portive community of fellow artists 
in Kabul.

“Some friends worry that it will 
be a problem for me to have used 
my own body, but this is what I am 
determined to do,” she said, citing 
existentialist author Franz Kafka as a 
source of ideas.

“Only a few people understand. 
Many people here are more con-
cerned about how to feed themselves. 
They don’t think about galleries and 
they shouldn’t be blamed for that.”

The artists are being mentored by 
Francesca Recchia, a Kabul-based Ital-
ian academic who says the experience 
has been one of the most rewarding 
of her decades of working in the arts.

“It has not been easy organising 
a competition like this in Kabul, but 
it has been great to see the artists 
engage with new ideas and question 
their own artistic language,” she said.

The art prize, which was estab-
lished in 2008, will be judged by a 
jury of experts before the exhibition 
opens, with the winner receiving 
$1,500 and second place $800. – AFP

KABUL

Afghanistan’s modern artists 
puzzle and provoke

The members of ‘Black Voices’ . Photo: Supplied

Music student Meena practices the violin at “Kabul School of Rock” in Kabul. 
Photo: AFP

Mr. Baqir Ahmadi poses for a photo beside a piece of his artwork at his studio in 
Kabul.  Photo: AFP
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DURING his stay in England, 
artist Htein Lin broke his 
arm and was in plaster 
for months. As a former 
political prisoner, it began 

to dawn on him that plaster is like a 
political prisoners, as it holds broken 
bones in place just as the political 
prisoners hold the system that was 
bankrupt in place.

One day, the inspiration just 
came to make copies of the hands of 
former political prisoners by using 
plaster.

“It is believed that there are 3000 
political prisoners in Myanmar. I 
imagined the hands of the political 
prisoners will make a visual record 
of their prison memoir,” artist Htein 
Lin told The Myanmar Times.

His inspiration was soon realized. 
His return to Yangon was timed 
to coincide with the president’s 
amnesty for political prisoners. 

“At the time, many political 
prisoners had been freed,” he added. 
But he kicked off the project just two 
months ago.

Artist Htein Lin served a six-year 
prison sentence from 1998 to 2004 
for his performance arts. His prison 
time was occupied with painting. 
His white prison uniforms were 
his canvases and he replaced the 

paintbrush with his fingers. In 
prison, he entertained fellow inmates 
with jokes and songs.

“Like plaster, political prisoners 
have corrected the system that was 
broken. I visit each prisoner’s house, 
apply the plaster and make a copy of 
their hands,” he said.

“I ask them what they think of 
prison, what it was like for them and 
how they managed to get through 
the dark days while I am the making 
copy of the hand and I write it on 
paper to document it,” he said.

So far he has made about 120 
plaster hands of 120 political 
prisoners.

“In Europe, there are museums 
dedicated to remembering mass 
murder of Jews in the Holocaust 
and the Killing Fields Museum in 
Cambodia,” Htein Lin said.

“A visit to the museum makes us 
feel as if we are living in its period. 
But there is no such museum to 
record the past history in Myanmar,” 
he added.

His aim is to complete one 
thousand hands of political prisoners 
and found a small art museum 
where he will fill the shelves with 
hands and label each hand with its 
biography.

“Each hand has its own story,” he 
said.

On November 11, he made copies 
of the hands of former political 
prisoner and writer Maung Moe Thu, 
director U Aung Lwin, comedian U 
Zaganar, A Yine, U Zaw Thet Htwe, 
blogger Nay Phone Latt, writer San 
San Nwe (Tharyarwady) and Cho 

Nwe at HOME (House of Media and 
Entertainment) on Bo Aung Kyaw 
Street.

At the event, over 100 casts were 
displayed on a line of tables and 
scrolls on which each prisoner’s 
biography is written are kept inside 
the hands.

“I think that is a very sensible 
idea to create hands of political 
prisoners who suffered from 
separation from their families and 
the anguish of living alone in cold 
and filthy prison cells,” director 

U Aung Lwin told The Myanmar 
Times.

As famous artists, cartoonists, 
film directors, actors and writers 
involved in the 8888 uprising, 
director U Aung Lwin was among 
other artists. They called for a 
truce between government and the 
people by sending their signatures to 
embassies and other news agencies.

“It is too early to relive the pains 
of prison by looking at the hands. 
But it is certain that they will bring 
tears to our eyes to see the hands 

decades later when this broken 
system is gone,” he said.

“Even if our descendants don’t 
have feelings about the hands, 
they will make them remember the 
period we were struggling through 
together,” he added.

Writer and filmmaker Maung Moe 
Thu who worked for National League 
for Democracy when it was initiated 
in 1988, said, “I admire artist Htein 
Lin’s idea. It is true that political 
prisoners put right the failings in 
systems of government.” 

Hands tell 
the history

Zon Pann 
Pwint

zonpann08@gmail.com

Artist U Htein Lin makes a plaster cast of former political prisoner U Maung Moe Thu. Photo: Boothee

Su Zy fails to rise above 
the fray with new album
Ei Ei Thu
91.eieithu@gmail.com

WHEN pop vocalist Su Zy released 
her debut album, Ya Tu A Sat Sat 
(Consecutive Jubilee), in 2007, 
she quickly shot to fame based on 
the broad appeal of the CD’s title 
track.  

Her 2010 follow-up, Twe Sa Ka 
a Tane Pal (We Met), was less suc-
cessful, a phenomenon the singer 
attributes to the fact that she was 
pursuing her education in Japan at 
the time of the album’s release, and 
therefore she was not around to 
participate in promotional events or 
to hold live concerts.    

Now Su Zy is back with her third 
album, titled Heartbeat No 3, which 
offers 13 tracks of karaoke-friendly 
pop music similar to that found on 
her previous releases. The CD even 
comes with a lyric booklet to help 
fans prepare for those all-important 
sing-alongs. 

Backing instrumental music 
on the new album is provided by 
Lazy Club and other musicians, and 
about half the songs were written by 
Soe Lin, who contributed to Su Zy’s 
first two albums and is also famous 
for composing a number of popular 
Thingyan songs.     

Others who appear on the album 

as songwriters and singers include 
Mi Mi Ke, Phoe Chan, Yone Lay, 
Snare Aung Thu, Thounpu and Glal 
(Ar T Choke).

The album kicks off on an unu-
sual note with recorded birdsongs, 
which provide a brief introduction 
to “A Way Ka Sue Taung” (Long-
distance Wish).

Su Zy’s capable, saccharine sing-
ing – along with the opening song’s 
catchy melody – will draw in fans of 
Myanmar-style soft pop, and their 
attention will be sustained with 
tunes like “That Sone Taing Htar Wa 
Ye” (Forever), a love song penned by 
Mi Mi Ke.

Overall, however, it’s difficult 
to judge whether the new CD can 
be considered better or worse than 
Su Zy’s first two albums; it merely 
offers more of the same familiar for-
mula. The result is that people who 
are already fans will find something 
to like in Heartbeat No 3, while 
others are likely to conclude that the 
album is a bit boring.  

The main weakness is that Su 
Zy has not developed much as an 
artist in the six years since her 2007 
debut, and the new album does not 
offer anything special that sets her 
apart from the growing throng of 
similar female singers vying for at-
tention in Myanmar. 

MUSIC REVIEW
SU ZY, HEARTBEAT NO 3
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Laugh all the way to the bank when you rent this space.
The tea break page is being re-formatted in readiness for our move to a daily cycle. It may look something like this in the future.

Our market research shows that a page like this attracts a large number of readers, who loyally read it every day.
Ring Marketing Department to book this space permanently and

laugh all the way to the bank with the extra business coming in your door.

Telephone us now on +951 392 928 

ACROSS
1 Sound before “Snap 

out of it!”
5 What some plants 

produce?
9 Prepares flour

14 Water or gas 
carrier

15 Powerful energy grp.
16 The Snake snakes 

through it
17 It’s often tested by 

shouting “Hello!”
18 Type of support
19 Elaine ___ 

(“Seinfeld” role)
20 Made slow but steady 

progress on
23 Inch like a crab
24 Dark shadow
25 Bowlike curve
28 Make a deep 

impression
31 Having more volcanic 

fallout
33 Hardworking 

insect
36 Remains to 

be seen?
39 “If all ___ fails ...”
40 Popular ice cream 

flavor
44 Overdo it 

at the bar
45 Animal track
46 Batik 

requirement
47 Open, as a change 

purse
50 “To ___ it may 

concern”
52 ___ Wee Reese
53 Cold War-era 

alliance
56 Welsh breed of dog
60 Young hospital 

helpers
64 Anatomical horn
66 Troopers’ head?
67 ___ moss
68 Venue for big 

crowds
69 They give people big 

heads
70 Like Darth Vader
71 Floral feature
72 Adam and Eve’s third 

son
73 Editor’s removal 

mark

DOWN
 1 Dimensions and 

details, for short
 2 Chinese fruit (var.)
 3 Destructive insect
 4 Streisand classic
 5 ___ d’Azur
 6 Mocked
 7 Anchor’s summary
 8 Unstressed vowel
 9 Female prophets
10 The very beginning of 

an invention
11 Like some birds and 

fish
12 Common start to a 

book title
13 “Help!” kin

21 Dish for the lab
22 Pie ___ mode
26 Express anew
27 ___ de menthe
29 Something awaited in 

the wings
30 Sound from a cat with 

an arched back
32 “... and sat down 

beside ___”
33 Start to malfunction
34 Worst turnout for a 

party
35 Clandestine
37 Short snooze
38 Frosted flakes?
41 Man from Mattel
42 Homer’s exclamation

43 Early spring bloomers
48 Once-a-year bloomer
49 Mouse’s place?
51 Swabbed
54 Enters data
55 Tributary of the 

Missouri River
57 Superman portrayer on

film
58 Holy ___ (chalice)
59 Carpet-maker’s fiber
61 Jodie’s role in a 1999 

epic
62 Home run hitter’s gait
63 Word with “diaper” or 

“heat”
64 Commencement wear
65 Metal in the rough

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

DENTAL BUSINESS? By Tim Burr

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON
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Phyo’s cooking adventure

Tired of rice? Try noodling 
around instead

phyocooking@gmail.com

W HAT better way to 
wrap up a package 
of ingredients into a 
tasty morsel for your 
mouth than with 

rice paper noodles?  As my recipe 
for vegetarian Vietnumese-style rice 
noodle rolls shows, rice paper noodles 
are fresh, simple to prepare and – 
with a filling of hard tofu or bean 
curd – perfect for those looking for 
lighter bites.

This week’s second snack-sized 
delight was inspired by childhood 
memories of the teashop near where 
I grew up, which served a flat rice 
noodle parcel called kaw pyant 
sein paung. It’s not easy to find this 
steamed dish today so I’ve set out to 
duplicate it on my own, swapping out 
the chilli sauce we once used for a 
more sophisticated homemade blend. 

Vietnamese rice noodle rolls 
with tofu
(Serves 6)

280 grams rice vermicelli
1 bunch lettuce
1 bunch chives (cut into 4-5cm 

lengths)
1 bunch Asian basil (leaves only)
1 medium carrot
1 medium cucumber
1 tablespoon hoisin sauce

2 blocks tofu, hard
12 sheets rice paper

For dipping sauce
2½ tablespoons sugar
¼ cup fish sauce 
¼ cup white vinegar
2½ tablespoons lime juice
3 cloves garlic, crushed
1 large red chilli, diced
½ cup water

Prepare rice vermicelli according 
to package instructions and set aside. 
Wash lettuce, chives and basil; drain 
and dry well. Peel the carrots and 
slice thinly (julienne). Peel cucumber, 
cut in half and discard seeds, then cut 
into 5-6 cm strips. Mix ½ teaspoon 
hoisin sauce with 1 tablespoon of 
water and set aside.

Slice the bean curd or hard tofu 
into 1cm thicknesses and deep-fry. 
When they turn a golden colour, but 
still remain soft and not crisp, scoop 
them out and drain them on kitchen 
paper.  Cut into strips. 

For dipping sauce, dissolve sugar 
in water and add all the ingredients 
except the chilli into a bowl to mix.  
Then garnish with chilli.

To assemble ingredients, fill a 
shallow bowl, just large enough to sub-
merge rice paper, with lukewarm water.  
Dip rice paper individually into water 
slowly until they soften, then lay it flat 
on the chopping board or plate.  

Cover 1/3 of the rice paper with 
7-8cm length of lettuce. Spread ½ 
teaspoon hoisin sauce on the lettuce.  
Add handful of rice vermicelli, 2 
chives, basil leaves, a few carrots, a 
couple of cucumber and few fried 
bean curds on top as fillings.

Take bottom end of rice paper 
and roll up over the fillings. Handle 
gently and don’t pull too tightly. Bring 
left and right ends toward the centre 
then continue rolling upward all the 
way.  Arrange rolls on plate with ends 
tucked underneath. Serve with dip-
ping sauce on the side.

Rice paper parcels
(Serves 4)

200 grams pork or chicken mince
1 tablespoon soy sauce 
¼ teaspoon sugar
¼ teaspoon ground white pepper
1 tablespoon corn starch
1 small carrot
250 grams Chinese cabbage
10-12 french beans
1 green shallot
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
900 grams rice paper (8 inches 

square)

For the dipping sauce
4 tablespoons Heinz chilli sacue  
4 tablespoons Kikkoman soy sauce
2 tablespoons sweet chilli sauce
½ teaspoon roasted sesame oil
1 tablespoon water
½ teaspoon freshly grated ginger
1 green shallots (finely sliced)
Pat mince dry with kitchen 

paper. Marinate in bowl with soy 
sauce, ground white pepper, sugar 
and corn starch for at least half an 
hour.

Peel carrot and dice finely. Cut Chi-
nese cabbage into 1cm-wide ribbons. 
Snap ends of French beans, discard 
fibres along the side and slice thinly. 
Slice green shallots. 

Add vegetable oil into wok and 
heat on medium. When oil is ready 
stirfry green shallots for a few 
seconds then add the mince. Use a 
wooden spatula and break up the 
mince in the pan.  Add Chinese cab-
bage, carrots and French beans one 
after another and fry them. Add 2 
tablespoons of water into wok and 
cover with lid. When the water is 
absorbed, remove wok from heat and 
let fried ingredients cool.  

To wrap the parcels, lift a sheet 
of fresh flat rice paper gently and 
lay it on a flat surface, preferably a 
wooden one. Add 3 or 4 tablespoons 

of stirfried mixture to the middle of 
the sheet. Sprinkle on some ground 
black pepper and wrap mixture up 
in rice paper like a parcel. Lay them 
on a plate without stacking them. 
Set aside or keep covered in the 
fridge.

Before serving, steam parcels in a 
steamer for 10-15 minutes, letting the 
water boil gently and wrapping the 
lid of the steamer with a tea towel to 
keep the water from dripping on the 
parcels. Meanwhile, mix sauce ingre-
dients well in a bowl.

When ready, set parcels on plate, 
slice each down the middle and pour 
sauce over.  

Tips
Don’t let the rice paper get too 

wet; just dip it in long enough to go 
soft.

Make sure your vegetables and 
herbs are fully dried after washing, 
as introducing extra drops of water 
with the ingredients makes the rolls 
soggy.

Don’t prepare the filling too far 
ahead, as rolling everything up is a 
fun part of the meal.

Shopping List
I buy my rice paper in dry pack-

ages, made in Thailand, at City Mart 
Marketplace. Hoisin sauce can also 
be bought at the supermarket: I use 
Lee Kum Kee brand, which is also 
available in Chinatown. Ask for the 
sauce to eat with kaw pyant (fresh 
spring rolls).

Large flat rice paper  
noodles are available at some wet 
markets; sometimes you have to order 
them a day ahead.  

Quote
“You don’t mince words.” 

“Just garlic.”  
– Joan Bauer, author

Next week
 Noodle Salad

Wine Review

K13,000

Seahorse Bay 
Cabaret Shiraz 

Merlot 2010 - 
Australia

Made from real 
seahorses.  But seriously, 
this is a well-crafted, 
full-bodied wine with 
overtones of raspberries 
and black pepper.  This 
bottle would make an 
ideal companion to 
pork chops or a plate of 
emmental cheese.

Astica Sauvignon 
Blanc Semillon 

2009 – Argentina

Could almost qualify 
as ‘dessert wine.’  Sickly 

sweet when it hits your 
tounge , but finishes 
with a tart and wholly 
unsatisfying aftertaste.  
If you must have some, 
make sure your bottle 
is ice cold.

red

Wine


Score

9/10

K7,800

Score

6/10

white

Wine


The finished rice paper parcel, served with tangy soy sauce  Photo: Phyo

Unassuming facade and in-your-face flavours at Phar Kant
IN every city there are those hidden 
gems – places that are so good you 
want to tell people, but are loathe to 
lest you find yourself unable to find 
a seat as a result of its newfound 
popularity. Phar Kant is one such 
place.

While Shan restaurants in 
downtown Yangon are a dime a 
dozen, Phar Kant stands out with 
its punchy flavours and friendly 
local vibe.  Located just near the 
intersection of Yaw Min Gyi Lan 
and Bo Yar Nyunt, in a nondescript 
open-front shop, it’s already a 
popular spot for locals and the 
area’s burgeoning expat population.

While its name conjures up 
images of the rugged hills of jade-
rich Kachin state, the majority of 
the fare it offers up is of Shan origin.

As you wait for your main 
meal you’ll be brought a bowl of 
complimentary clear broth. The 
assortment of roots and shoots 
floating around in it doesn’t give 
much of a hint of its unique, sharp 
flavour.

The spicy tomato and coriander 
salsa by way of the Shan hills 
(also complimentary) is sent out 
with a plate of sliced cucumber – 
something you’ll be grateful for in 

order to neutralise the salsa’s chilli 
kick.

The fried tofu is an entree that 
will please all tastebuds and tide 
you over while you wait. It’s fried 
to perfection, never excessively 
greasy, and comes with a – forgive 
the technical jargon – a vinegar-y 
dipping sauce.

The malahin, a spicy shan 
noodle dish, is not one to be missed. 
While other establishments might 
find themselves falling short with 
dulled flavours clinging to flaccid 
vegetables, Phar Kant is consistently  
on point with crispy lotus root, 
a colourful array of fresh veggies 
and several types of noodles set 
off by a chilli sauce that’s packing 
just the right amount of heat and 
complexity.

The Kachin chicken is a zesty 
crowdpleaser but, like the malahin, 
is only one for those who can handle 
a chilli kick. Those with more 
cautious tastebuds are advised to try 
the cashew chicken.

There’s no shortage of options 
on the menu, with a wide variety 
of meat, egg and vegetarian dishes 
to explore but please – if you don’t 
mind, go at lunchtime. I don’t want 
to have to wait for a seat. Kachin-style chicken served with fried tofu . Photo: Staff
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Air Bagan 9th anniversary donation Spectra Construction laser solutions launch

Cooperative Business Souvenirs Center salesBarbie talent show conference

Quick Computer Training Center opening Clear Men lucky draw

Sweety Home nationwide promotion

Myo Min Soe wedding dress opening

Camella Brand Ambassador launch

48 the pulse socialite

Sandar, Ei Mon, Myat and Theingi U Aye Ko and U Aung Aung Ei Ei Myo, Hnin Hnin and Phyu Sin Michael Bank Doung Messil

Ma Su Latt Yadana Ma Ei Shwe Zin Pye Phyoe Min Tolentino Ei Ei Thet and Myat Lay Phyu Daw Khin Hla Hla Daw Mar Mar Aye

Ye Ye Than, Aye Aye Mu and Hla Chaw Su Theingi Win and Pa Pa Win

Khin Wint Wah Htet Htet and Aye Wutt Yee Thaung K K Moe

Gutierrez Phyo Phyo Thu

Shwe Sin Nan Khin Zay Yar

Ya Wai Aung and Myo Thanda Tun Myo Min Soe and Yu Thanda Tin



AIGLON College seminar

MK ‘Power of Women’ event

Edulink Australia graduation ceremony

Lemon Detox Slim Center ceremony

Shwe Poe Nan Daw silk shop opening
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SOCIALITE didn’t get a week of sleep this past week.  There 
was just too much going on! On November 4, she attended the 
AIGLON college seminar at Sedona Hotel as wel as  Spectra 
construction laser project launch at MICT park. The next day, 
she was at the Air Bagan 9th year ceremony at 8 mile before 
heading for the Edulink Australia graduation ceremony at 
Junction Square. On November 7, she went to the Park Royal 
hotel for the Clear Men lucky draw event. Day after that, she 
enjoyed a visit to Monument book store, where a line of Barbie 
dolls were unveiled. Always up on the latest trends, Socialite’s 
next stop was the Myo Min Soe wedding dress house opening on 
November 9.  From there, she continued to Sayar San Plaza to 
attend Cooperative Business’s souvenirs sale. On November 10, 
she was at Junction Square. Not for shopping, but for Camella 
Brand Ambassador announcement.

nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

Nyein
Ei Ei Htwe

Haymar Nay Win and her friends Mark Silverstein

Daw Ni Ni Myint and Sombat Siriphowitaya and Chit Thu WaiPa Pa Win Khin

Aung Khine and Wah Wah Aung Nan Myat Phyo Thin and attendees

Ma Hla Win Nwe May Thinzar Oo

Dr Lwin Hnin Oo
Nang Shen Noon and Anthony Lucas

Aung Phyo Naing and Ei Thet Paing Moe
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Domestic
6T = Air Mandalay

W9 = Air Bagan

YJ = Asian Wings

K7 = AIR KBZ

YH = Yangon Airways

FMI = FMI AIR Charter

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

Domestic  Airlines
Air Bagan Ltd. (W9)
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel: 372977~80, 533030~39 (Airport),  
Fax: 372983

Air Mandalay (6T)
Tel : (Head Office) 501520, 525488, 
Fax: 525937. Airport: 533222~3, 09-73152853. 
Fax: 533223.

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 951 516654, 532253, 09-731-35991~3. 
Fax: 951 532333

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999, 
Fax: 01 860 4051

Yangon Airways(YH)
Tel: (+95-1) 383 100,  383 107, 700 264,  
Fax: 652 533.

FMI Air Charter - Sales & 
Reservations
Tel: (95-1) 240363, 240373 / (+95-9) 421146545

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

Yangon to Nay Pyi Taw
Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:30 8:30
FMI A1 6 8:00 9:00
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 11:30 12:30
FMI A1 7 15:30 16:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 16:30 17:30

Nay Pyi Taw To Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:50 9:50
FMI A2 6 10:00 11:00
FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:00 14:00
FMI A2 7 17:00 18:00
FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:00 19:00

Yangon to Mandalay
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 917 1,3,4,5,6,7 6:00 7:40
YJ 901 2,7 6:00 7:25
YJ 901 4,5 6:00 9:00
YH 917 2 6:00 8:20
YJ 891 Daily 6:10 8:15
Y5 234 Daily 6:15 7:30
YH 909 2 6:15 7:55
6T 401 Daily 6:20 8:25
YJ 901 1 6:30 8:35
K7 222 Daily 6:30 8:40
K7 626 1,5 6:45 8:10
K7 226 2,4 6:45 8:10
YJ 001 3 7:30 8:25
YJ 001 1,2,4,5 7:30 9:20
W9 201 Daily 7:30 8:55
8M 6603 2,4,7 9:00 10:10
K7 624 Daily 10:30 11:55
YJ 201 1,2 11:00 12:25
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:55
YJ 201 3 11:00 12:55
YJ 211 7 11:00 12:55
YH 729 2,6 11:00 14:00
YJ 761 6 11:00 14:00
W9 251 2,5 11:15 12:40
6T 807 7 11:30 12:55
YH 729 4 11:30 13:10
YH 729 4 11:30 13:10
YH 727 1 11:30 13:40
YH 737 3,5,7 11:30 13:40
YH 729 6 11:30 14:30
6T 807 1 12:00 13:25
YJ 201 4 12:00 13:25
YJ 211 5 12:00 13:25

YJ 601/W9 7601 6 12:15 13:40
K7 224 Daily 14:30 16:35
W9 129 Daily 15:00 16:55
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5 15:00 17:10
YJ 005 1,3,5 15:30 16:25
6T 501 Daily 15:30 17:30
YH 731 6,7 15:30 17:40
W9 211 Daily 15:30 16:55

Mandalay to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 901 2,7 7:40 9:45
YH 910 2 7:55 10:00
Y5 233 Daily 8:10 9:25
YH 918 2 8:20 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 8:30 10:25
6T 402 Daily 8:45 10:45
YJ 901 1 8:50 10:15
K7 223 Daily 8:55 11:00
W9 201 Daily 9:10 11:05

YH 918 1,3,4,5,6,7 9:10 11:05
YJ 902 4,5 9:15 11:20
W9 144 Daily 9:20 10:45
YJ 002 3 9:25 10:20
YJ 001 1,2,4,5 9:50 10:45
Y5 132 3,5,6,7 9:30 10:30
K7 227 2,4 10:35 12:00
K7 627 1,5 10:55 12:20
K7 845 2,4,7 12:50 16:00
YH 730 4 13:10 17:10
6T 808 7 13:15 15:15
YH 738 3,5,6,7 13:40 18:00
YH 738 5 13:40 18:05
6T 808 1 13:45 15:45
YH 730 2 14:00 18:55
YH 730 6 14:30 18:15
YJ 202 1 15:30 16:55
YJ 202 2 15:30 17:35
YJ 202 3 16:00 17:25
YJ 212 5 16:30 17:55
YJ 202 4 16:30 18:35

YJ 602/W9 7602 6 17:40 19:45
YJ 762 1,2,4 16:35 18:00
W9 120 1,3,6 16:30 17:55
K7 225 Daily 16:50 19:00
YJ 005 1,3,5 16:55 18:45
YJ 212 5 17:00 19:05
YH 728 1 17:00 18:25
W9 129 Daily 17:10 18:35
W9 211 Daily 17:10 19:15
YH 732 1,2,3,4,5 17:10 19:15
K7 625 Daily 17:10 18:35

8M 6604 2,4,7 17:20 18:30
YJ 752/W9 7752 3,7 17:30 18:55

YJ 762 6 17:40 19:05
YH 732 6,7 17:40 19:45
YH 738 7 17:40 19:05
6T 502 Daily 17:50 19:55

YJ 752/W9 7752 5 18:00 19:25

Yangon to Nyaung U
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 917 2 6:00 7:35
YJ 901 4,5,6 6:00 7:20
YJ 901 2,7 6:00 8:10
YH 917 1,3,4,5,6,7 6:00 8:25
YJ 891 Daily 6:10 7:30
W9 141 Daily 6:15 7:35
YH 909 1,4,5,6,7 6:15 7:50
YH 909 2 6:15 8:40
6T 401 Daily 6:20 7:40
6T 351 1,2,3,4,6,7 6:30 7:50
K7 222 Daily 6:30 7:50
YJ 901 1 6:30 7:50
YH 909 3 6:30 8:05
YJ 901 3 6:30 8:20
YJ 761 6 11:00 12:20
W9 143 Daily 7:15 8:35
K7 224 Daily 14:30 17:25
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5 15:00 17:55
YH 731 6,7 15:00 18:25
6T 501 Daily 15:30 18:20
W9 211 Daily 15:30 17:40

Nyaung U to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 901 6 7:35 8:55
YH 917 2 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 7:45 10:25
YH 917 1,3,4,5,6,7 8:25 11:05
W9 144 Daily 8:50 10:10

6T 401 Daily 7:55 10:45
YJ 901 1 8:05 10:15
K7 222 Daily 8:05 11:00
6T 351 1,2,3,4,6,7 8:05 11:10
YH 910 3 8:05 10:10
YJ 901 2,7 8:25 9:45
YJ 901 3 8:35 9:55
YH 910 2 8:40 10:00
W9 141 Daily 7:50 10:40
YH 910 1,4,5,6,7 9:40 11:00
YJ 902 4,5 10:00 11:20
6T 351 5 10:50 13:55
YJ 761 6 11:00 12:20
YJ 202 2 16:15 17:35
YJ 202 4 17:15 18:35
K7 225 Daily 17:45 19:00
YJ 212 5 17:45 19:05
W9 211 Daily 17:55 19:15

YJ 602/W6 7602 6 18:25 19:45
6T 502 Daily 18:35 19:55
YH 731 6,7 18:25 19:45

Yangon to Myitkyina
Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 844 2,4,7 7:30 11:05
K7 624 Daily 10:30 13:25
YJ 201 1,2 11:00 13:50
W9 251 2,5 11:15 14:10
YJ 211 7 11:00 14:20
YJ 201 3 11:00 14:20
YJ 201 4 12:00 14:50
YJ 211 5 12:00 14:50

Myitkyina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 202 1 14:05 16:55
YJ 211 7 14:35 17:55
YJ 202 2 15:30 17:35
K7 625 Daily 15:40 18:35
YJ 202 3 16:00 17:25
W9 252 2,5 16:05 19:00
YJ 202 4 16:30 18:35
YJ 212 5 17:00 19:05

Yangon to Heho
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 917 2 6:00 9:05
YH 917 1,3,4,5,6,7 6:00 9:55
YJ 901 4,5 6:00 8:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:10 9:00
W9 141 Daily 6:15 8:20
6T 401 Daily 6:20 9:20
K7 222 Daily 6:30 9:30
6T 351 1,2,3,4,6,7 6:30 8:45
W9 201 Daily 7:30 9:40
K7 828 1,3,5 7:30 8:45
YJ 791 6 9:15 10:25
YH 505 2,3 10:30 11:55

YJ 751/W9 7751 3,7 10:30 11:40
YJ 751/W9 7751 5 11:00 12:10

YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:10
YJ 211 7 11:00 12:10
YJ 761 6 11:00 13:15
YJ 201 3 11:00 12:10
6T 807 7 11:30 13:50
YH 727 1 11:30 12:55
YH 505 4,6,7 11:30 12:55
YH 737 3,5,7 11:30 12:55
YH 729 4 11:30 16:00
W9 203 Daily 11:00 12:10
W9 119 1,3,6 11:15 12:25

W9 129 Daily 15:00 16:10
K7 826 2,6 11:45 13:00
6T 807 1 12:00 14:20
K7 224 Daily 14:30 15:45
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5 15:00 16:25
6T 501 Daily 15:30 16:40
YH 731 6,7 15:30 16:55

Heho to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 901 4,5 8:30 11:20
W9 141 Daily 8:35 10:40
YH 910 1,4,5,6,7 8:45 11:00
6T 352 Daily 9:00 11:10
YH 910 3 9:00 10:10
YH 918 2 9:05 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 9:15 10:25
6T 402 Daily 9:35 10:45
K7 223 Daily 9:45 11:00
W9 201 Daily 9:55 11:05
YH 918 1,3,4,5,6,7 9:55 11:05
YJ 791 6 10:40 11:50
YH 506 2,3 11:55 14:00
W9 204 Daily 12:25 13:35
YH 506 4,6,7 12:55 15:00
K7 829 1,3,5 13:50 15:05
6T 808 7 14:05 15:15
6T 808 1 14:35 15:45
YH 728 1 16:15 18:25
YH 738 3 16:50 18:00
YH 738 5 16:55 18:05
YH 738 7 16:55 19:05
W9 120 1,3,6 15:45 17:55
YJ 762 1,2,4 15:50 18:00
K7 224 Daily 16:00 19:00
W9 129 Daily 16:25 18:35
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5 16:25 19:15

YJ 752/W9 7752 3,7 16:45 18:55
6T 501 Daily 16:55 19:55
YH 731 6,7 16:55 19:45
YJ 762 6 16:55 19:05
K7 827 2,6 17:25 18:40

YJ 752/W9 7752 5 17:15 19:25
YH 730 2 17:45 18:55

YANGON  TO SIT T WE
Flight Days Dep Arr
6T 605 Daily 11:15 13:15
6T 611 4,6 14:30 15:55
W9 309 1,3,5,6,7 11:30 12:55
K7 426 Daily 12:30 13:50

SIT T WE to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
6T 606 Daily 13:35 15:00
K7 427 Daily 14:05 15:25
6T 612 4,6 16:15 17:40

Yangon to Myeik
Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 Daily 7:00 9:05

Myeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 320 Daily 11:30 13:35

Yangon to Thandwe
Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 141 Daily 6:15 9:35
6T 351 1,2,3,4,6,7 6:30 10:00
YH 505 2,3 10:30 13:10

YH 511 5 10:30 11:35
6T 605 Daily 11:15 12:10
YH 511 1,5 11:30 12:35
W9307 2,4 11:30 13:50
W9 309 1,3,5,6,7 11:30 13:50
YH 505 4,6,7 11:30 14:10

Thandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 141 Daily 9:50 10:40
6T 632 1,2,3,4,6,7 10:15 11:10
6T 605 Dailys 12:25 15:00
YH 512 5 12:35 13:25
6T 632 5 13:00 13:55
YH 506 2,3 13:10 14:00
W9 307 2,4 14:05 14:55
W9 309 1,3,5,6,7 14:05 14:55
YH 506 4,6,7 14:10 15:00
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A  
YOUNG Buddhist monk 
crossed the sea to China 
as a member of a Japa-
nese mission sent there 
during the Tang Dynasty 

(618-907). That monk was Kukai (774-
835), also known posthumously as 
Kobo-Daishi.

In China, he studied esoteric Bud-
dhism, which had been brought from 
India, and later brought the teach-
ings back to Japan and founded the 
Shingon School of Buddhism.

His name has been passed down 
from generation to generation in 
Xian, the capital of Shaanxi Province, 
then the Tang capital of Changan, and 
garners respect among local people 
even today.

Surrounded by walls built during 
the Ming Dynasty, the streets of Xian 
are laid out as a grid. The streets of 
Kyoto, an ancient capital of Japan, 
were modelled after those of Xian. 
While the city is now lined with four-
star hotels and designer boutiques, 
many old temples and pagodas still 
remain here and there, recalling 
bygone days.

On a hill southeast of the city’s 
south gate is Qinglong Temple, where 
Kukai received the ultimate teachings 
of esoteric Buddhism under Master 
Huiguo (746-805). At Huiguo-Kukai 
Memorial Hall, the temple’s main 
hall, wooden statues of Kukai and 
Huiguo are now worshipped.

“The sight of Huiguo, a Chinese 
master, and Kukai, a Japanese master, 
side by side is an eternal symbol of 
friendship between China and Japan,” 
Kuan Xu, the temple’s 43-year-old 
head priest, said quietly.

Near the hall stands the Kukai 
Monument. It was built by four 
prefectures in Shikoku, including 
Kagawa, where Kukai was born, and 
the city government of Xian. Four 
decorative stones at the monument’s 
four corners symbolise the four 
prefectures.

The temple was once packed with 
Japanese tourists, but due to soured 
relations between the two countries, 
the number of visitors has declined 
markedly.

“I chatted with Japanese visitors 
on a few occasions here...Master Ku-

kai would feel sorry about the current 
state [of bilateral relations],” said a 
77-year-old woman who was sitting on 
a bench near the monument.

A gateway to the Silk Road and the 
centre of esoteric Buddhism, Changan 
was one of the world’s most prosper-
ous cities during the Tang Dynasty.

Kukai came across esoteric teach-
ings while studying Buddhism in 
Japan and joined the official mission 
overseas, hoping to plumb their 
depths in Changan.

Upon his arrival in Changan in 
804, Kukai took up the study of San-
skrit to read the sacred texts. Later he 
went to see Huiguo at the Qinglong 
Temple, then considered to be the 
headquarters of esoteric Buddhism 
in China.

Huiguo had probably been 
informed that Kukai was a man of 
great ability as well as a genius at 
calligraphy and languages. When 
Kukai visited him and was given an 
audience, Huiguo said with delight, 
“Since learning of your arrival, I’ve 
been waiting anxiously. How excellent 
it is that we now meet at last!”

Huiguo reportedly bestowed upon 
Kukai all the esoteric teachings.

Esoteric Buddhism, after experi-
encing a golden age, gradually fell 
into decline due to Tang Dynasty 
policies that oppressed Buddhism 
while patronizing Taoism, and the 
outbreak of war at the end of the 
dynasty.

Qinglong Temple was alleg-
edly destroyed, like other ancient 
temples there, in the 11th century. 
The temple in its present form, 
including the monument and the 
memorial hall, was reconstructed in 
the 1980s with the cooperation and 
financial support of the Shingon 
School of esoteric Buddhism in 
Japan and community organisations 
from Shikoku.

Li Lian, the director general of the 
Buddhist Institute at China’s Northwest 
University, said, “The esoteric Bud-
dhism of the Tang Dynasty has come 
to an end. We can learn a great deal 
from Japanese esoteric Buddhism, 
which Kukai carried on from ancient 
China.” Qinglong Temple is also looking 
into the possibility of sending its own 
monks to Japan for study.

– Washington Post

CHina

Xian reflects ties to 
Japanese monk Kukai
Kenichi Yoshida

Statue commemorating the monk Kukai. Photo: AFP

International
FD & AK = Air Asia

TG = Thai Airways

8M = Myanmar Airways International

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

PG = Bangkok Airways

MI = Silk Air

VN = Vietnam Airline

MH = Malaysia Airlines

CZ = China Southern

CI = China Airlines

CA = Air China

KA = Dragonair

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

IC = Indian Airlines Limited

W9 = Air Bagan

3K = Jet Star

AI = Air India

QR = Qatar Airways

KE = Korea Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

DE = Condor Airlines

MU=China Eastern Airlines

BR = Eva Airlines

DE = Condor

AI = Air India

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines
Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 251 885, 251 886.

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel : 666112, 655882.

Air India
Tel : 253597~98, 254758. Fax: 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119

Condor (DE)
Tel: + 95 1 -370836 up to 39 (ext : 810)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 95-1-255320, 255321, Fax : 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999, 
Fax: 01 860 4051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel : 387648, 241007 ext : 120, 121, 122 Fax : 
241124

Myanmar Airways International(8M)
Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305

Silk Air(MI)
Tel: 255 287~9, Fax: 255 290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel : 255491~6, Fax : 255223

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Fax : 255086. Tel  255066/ 255088/ 255068.

Qatar Airways (Temporary Office)
Tel: 01-250388, (ext: 8142, 8210)

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

International FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK

Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 7:15 9:30
8M 335 Daily 8:20 10:05
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25
TG 302 Daily 14:55 16:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15
PG 704 Daily 18:20 20:15
Y5 237 Daily 18:05 19:50
TG 306 Daily 19:45 21:40

YANGON TO DON MUENG
Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 1,3,5,7 8:00 9:45
FD 2752 Daily 8:30 10:20
FD 2756 Daily 12:15 14:05
FD 2754 Daily 17:50 19:35

YANGON TO SINGAPORE
Flights Days Dep Arr

MI 509/SQ 5019 1,2,6,7 0:25 5:00
8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 Daily 10:10 14:40
SQ 997/MI 5871 Daily 10:25 14:45
8M 6232 Daily 11:30 16:05
3K 586 Daily 11:40 16:20
MI 517/SQ 5017 Daily 16:40 21:15
TR 2827 1,6,7 15:10 19:35
TR 2827 2,3,4,5 17:10 21:35

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 7:50 11:50
AK 1427 Daily 8:30 12:50
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15

YANGON TO BEIJING
Flights Days Dep Arr

CA 906 2,3,4,6,7 14:15 21:55

YANGON TO GAUNGZHOU
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:50
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:15

YANGON TO TAIPEI
Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 1,2,3,5,6 10:50 16:15

YANGON TO KUNMING
Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2012 1,3 12:20 18:35
MU 2032 Daily 14:40 18:00
CA 906 2,3,4,6,7 14:15 17:35

YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
Flights Days Dep Arr

W9 9607 4,7 14:20 16:10

YANGON TO HANOI
Flights Days Dep Arr

VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:30

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY
Flights Days Dep Arr

VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:10

YANGON TO DOHA
Flights Days Dep Arr

QR 619 1,4,5 7:30 11:15

YANGON TO PHNOM PENH
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 403 1,3,6 8:35 12:30

YANGON TO SEOUL
Flights Days Dep Arr

0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50
KE 472 Daily 23:35 08:05+1

YANGON TO HONG KONG
Flights Days Dep Arr

KA 251 1,2,4,6 01:10 05:35

YANGON TO TOKYO
Flights Days Dep Arr

NH 914 Daily 21:45 06:45+1

YANGON TO KOLKATA 
Flights Days Dep Arr
AI 228 1,5 14:05 15:05

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep Arr

TG 2982 1,2,4,6 9:30 11:45
TG 2984 3,5,7 19:35 21:45
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40

MANDALAY TO DON MUENG
Flights Days Dep Arr

FD 2761 Daily 12:45 15:00

MANDALAY TO KUNMING
Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 14:40 17:20

BANGKOK TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 336 Daily 11:30 0:15
TG 303 Daily 7:55 8:50
PG 701 Daily 8:50 9:40
TG 301 Daily 13:00 13:45
PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
PG 703 Daily 16:45 17:35
TG 305 Daily 17:50 18:45
8M 332 Daily 19:15 20:00
PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30
Y5 238 Daily 21:10 21:55

DON MUENG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4230 1,3,5,7 6:30 7:15
FD 2751 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 2755 Daily 11:10 11:45
FD 2753 Daily 16:35 17:20

SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

SQ 998/MI 5872 Daily 7:55 9:20
3K 585 Daily 9:10 10:40
8M 6231 Daily 9:10 10:40
8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
TR 2826 1,6,7 13:10 14:30
MI 518/MI 5018 Daily 14:20 15:45
TR 2826 2,3,4,5 15:00 16:30
Y5 234 Daily 15:35 17:05
MI 520/SQ 5020 1,5,6,7 22:10 23:35

BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

CA 905 2,3,4,6,7 8:05 13:15

KAULA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

AK 1426 Daily 6:55 8:00
MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 14:00 15:00
MH742 Daily 13:50 15:00

GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

CZ 3055 3,6 8:40 10:30
CZ 3055 1,5 14:45 16:35
8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7915 1,2,3,5,6 7:00 9:55

KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2011 1,3 8:20 11:30
CA 905 2,3,4,6,7 13:00 13:15
MU 2031 Daily 13:30 13:55

CHIANG MAI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

W9 9608 4,7 17:20 18:10

HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:35 18:10

HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

VN 943 2,4,7 11:40 13:25

BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr

TG 2981 1,2,4,6 7:25 8:50
TG 2983 3,5,7 17:30 18:45
PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

QR 618 Daily 21:15 06:00+1

PHNOM PENH TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 404 1,3,6 13:30 14:55
SEOUL TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr
KE 471 Daily 18:40 22:30
0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr

KA 250 1,3,5,7 21:50 23:45

KOLKATA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr
AI 227 1,5 10:35 13:20

DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr

FD 2760 Daily 10:50 12:15

KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2029 Daily 13:55 13:50
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Cancer | Jun 21 - Jul 22

When examing the things 
that upset you, try to see 
they all stem from the 
same problem.  A 
harmonious  home and  

family life is key to finding the kind of 
emotional stability you need at this point 
in your life.  Upcoming trials and 
tribulations will only lead to great 
success.

Aries | Mar 21 - Apr 19

Develop your sense of 
humor and learn  not  to  
take  yourself  too seriously. 
Anxiety  can result  from a  
lot of  loose ends. Changes 

will come quickly.  Embrace ambiguity  
and accept  the changes. Increasing your 
flexibility  and adaptability  to alternative  
situations will serve you well for the rest 
of your life. Learn to say what  you think  
and  feel  in ways  which  others  can 
relate to.

Capricorn | Dec 22 - Jan 19

Your ambition is not a fatal 
flaw, but rather your highest 
virtue. Remember this and 
plan your moral code 
accordingly.  You must have 

an extraordinary mind to manage  and 
solve the many different social problems 
which will threaten to overwhelm you in 
the near future.  Do not trust new offers 
of friendship.

Libra | Sep 23 - Oct 22

Beauty does not exist in 
isolation. Your soul has 
the power to express 
beauty and justice   in all 
of its forms. The cosmos 

is calling you to do the right and just 
thing, even if it is unpleasant  and 
difficult. However, it is up to you, to 
discern what is legitimate 
responsibility and what is not.  Your 
good fortune depends on you making 
the right decision.

WEEKLY predictions
november 18 - 24, 2013

AUNG MYIN KYAW
4th Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.
Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameaste@gmail.com

Gemini | May 21 - June 20

Time will  help you. Waiting 
will let  you practise the art 
of nonresistance, to accept  
the inevitable with grace 
and without  bitterness or 

frustration. Remember, accepting 
gradual change which is more fruitful  
in the long run.Good mental health will 
improve  your probability  of success, 
when, ultimately, you do figure out how 
to actualise your personal vision.

Sagittarius | Nov 22 - Dec 21

Use your personality to 
expand your personal 
sphere of influence. Your 
philosophical and spiritual 
concepts must be strong 

to organise yourself and others in 
social and political causes. The 
emotional risks  you take should be 
considered wisely. Be courageous in 
action and never forget to take 
responsibility.

Taurus | Apr 20 - May 20

Constancy of purpose is the 
secret to success. A 
disciplined mind and heart 
should allow you to achieve 
your aims. Learn  more 

about your goals,  whatever they may be. 
Learning to  work  through pain  is another 
aspect of discipline. Focus on  your  energy 
and understand your  heart’s power.

Scorpio | Oct 23 - Nov 21

Your bird of fortune, the 
phoenix, will create a most 
intriguing and profound 
transformation in your life. 
Your philosophical side will 

have a radical change. You will become 
sharp and alert in  your actions. Your 
interests and business deals  must have 
real substance to stimulate your mind.

Pisces | Feb 19 - March 20

The word “IMPOSSIBLE” has 
disappeared in the 
“Electronic and Space Travel 
Age”, which is great news 
for you.   Your unusual 

personality will make you a popular and 
influential role model. You will be able to  
cope with  the conditions of everyday life 
as you build a social foundation  based on 
the needs of others.  Concentrate on 
being conscientious  and trust worthy and 
you will be in favor  with  Cupid.

Virgo | Aug 23 - Sep 22

Impurities  are the beginning  
of disorder, unhappiness and 
uneasiness. You can stay well 
by maintaining a pure mind, a 
pure  body and pure 

emotions. Realise that good health is 
more than just physical. In all aspects of 
life, if you want to be successful you must 
stay as pure  as possible. Your inner 
peace must be protected against  the 
adverse elements that will try undermine 
your  confidence.

Aquarius | Jan 20 - Feb 18

Manage  your  attention  and 
invest in  your  own talent. 
Never distrust  your  inner 
wisdom and potential.  They  
need  positive thoughts to 

sustain. Use your imaginative  faculty  as  
a virtue  to make creative solutions for the 
obstacles  of your  everyday life. Translate 
your desires  into  practical  answers.  
This will help you when emotional 
challenges arise.

Leo | Jul 23 - Aug 22

Your  leadership ability, 
self-esteem and confidence 
must be developed in order 
to challenge the psychical 
force of pessimism all 

around you. Whether you desire to be a 
monarch or great person, you need to 
understand the value of optimism and the 
power it has to make everything  easy and 
harmonious. Emphasising your own 
humanity will purify your heart.

G RAPHIC designer 
Oliver Munday was just 
another fan of The Wire 
when he decided to 
rewatch all five seasons 

of the critically acclaimed, much 
admired HBO series a couple of 
years ago. He was living in New 
York, but had spent five years in 
Baltimore as a student, and felt an 
extra connection to the real-life 
city at the heart of the fictional 
show. After watching David 
Simon’s television masterpiece 
again, he felt moved to memorial-
ise that connection.

“I was compelled to try to re-
spond to it in some way or create 
something as a fan,” Munday told 
me. He said that he had always 
been taken by the epigraphs at 
the beginning of each of the 60 
episodes. He decided to use that 
collection of haunting, sometimes 
mysterious quotations to create a 
series of posters that would em-
body the spirit of the show and of 
Baltimore itself using typography 
and color.

As a point of departure, he 
looked to Baltimore’s Globe Poster 
Company, an institution founded 
in 1929 whose posters have been 
part of the city’s visual vernacular 
for decades, even featuring in an 
episode in the form of an old poster 

that reveals tone of The Wire’s main 
characters, Avon Barksdale, was 
once a boxer. (The Globe’s collection 
was purchased by the Maryland 
Institute College of Art, Munday’s 
alma mater, after the printing com-
pany closed in 2010.)

“For most young designers 
studying in Baltimore it’s a rite of 
passage to reinterpret Globe,” Mun-
day said. “It’s been referenced so 
much in design, everyone has done 
their take on an old boxing poster 
or a 70s/80s gig poster.”

He said he wanted to celebrate 
the reference while injecting his 
own sensibility — which is heavily 
influenced by Russian constructivist 
poster design — in a way that would 
make fans feel like it embodied the 
show in an authentic way.

The Wire is an ambitious, novel-
istic piece of television drama that 
is characterised less by a particular 
look than a multi-layered, sustained 
mood of modern human urban 
tragedy that permeates every aspect 
of the production. The quotations 
are in the voices of many different 
characters, and for those who have 
seen the show and remember the 
references, they have a resonance 
that isn’t necessarily apparent when 
read as standalone quotations.

Munday used a combination 
of Franklin Gothic and Garamond 

fonts in a variety of widths and 
weights, interspersing a few hand-
drawn words that were a nod to 
vintage Globe style. He used scans 
of half-tone silk-screen swatches 
reminiscent of the printing process 
at Globe to add a sense of grit. The 
colour palette of black, white and 
accent colours of basic primary red, 
yellow and blue were somewhat 
arbitrary, he said, as were the com-
positional flourishes in the form of 
straight lines at various angles that 
almost look like abstract slashes or 
wounds, perhaps a subconscious 
reference to the violence at the core 
of the show.

“I wanted to create a fragment-
ed, layered, emotion-filled poster,” 
Munday said “to have all these 
pieces coming together that would 
reflect the complexity of the show. 
It’s a lofty goal for a piece of printed 
matter.”

Munday is donating the profits 
from the sale of the posters to the 
Baltimore Urban Debate League, 
which helps at-risk kids in Balti-
more and figures in a memorable 
episode in the final season when, 
shortly after being taken in by How-
ard “Bunny” Colvin, a young char-
acter called Namond Brice gives 
an award-winning speech about 
HIV and AIDS in Africa at a league 
event. – The Washington Post

NEW YORK 

‘The Wire’ fan art raises 
money for urban youth



Avenue 64 Hotel
No. 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 09-8631392, 
01 656913-9

Asia Plaza Hotel 
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung 
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

The Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classified@myanmartimes.com.mm

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.  
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 12th Flr, Traders Hotel, 
223, Tel: 252560 ext. 5002
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp. 
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp. 
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel.  
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32,  
Email: unicef.yangon@unicef. 
org, www.unicef.org/myanmar.
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398. 
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS Inya Lake Hotel, 3rd 

floor, 37, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp. Tel: 951-
657281~7. Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 3rd-flr, Inya Lake Hotel, 
37, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd. Tel: 
657011~6 (6-lines) Ext: 2000.
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. fax: 641561. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand 
Road, Yangon. Tel : 
251810, 251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 515275, 526144, 
email: bdootygn@
mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road,  
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978.  
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B), 
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964. 
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 221280, 221281.
Danmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 222886, 222887, 
Egyptembassy86@
gmail.com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 212178, 212520, 
email: ambaf rance. 
rangoun@ diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke 
Aung San Museum Road, 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 548951, 548952, 
email: info@rangun. 
diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  
Tel: 391219, 388412, 
email: indiaembassy @
mptmail.net.mm
Indonesia 100, 
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 254465, 
254469, 229750, fax: 
254468, email: kukygn @
indonesia.com.mm

Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 515115, fax: 
515116, email: info@
yangon.mfa.gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Embassy of the State of 
Kuwait Chatrium Hotel, 
Rm: 416, 418, 420, 422, 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe 
Tsp, Tel: 544500.
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 512642, 510205
South Korea  97 
University Avenue, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 527142-
4, 515190, fax: 513286, 
email: myanmar@mofat.
go.kr
Lao A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
222482, fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 220248, 220249, 
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb 
@mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 
Fax – 01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 01-2305805
Netherlands Diplomatic 
Mission No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222881 
(Chancery Exchange) 
Philippines 50, Sayasan 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 558149-151,Email: 
p.e. yangon@gmail.com
Russian 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon.  
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia No.287/289, U 
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung.
Tel : 01-536153, 516952. 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya 
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb 
@ yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, 
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 559001, 
email: singemb_ ygn@_
sgmfa. gov.sg
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win 
Road, Yangon.  
Tel: 222812, 
The Embassy of 
Switzerland  
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 
½ mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 534754, 
512873, 507089.  
Fax: 534754, Ext: 110
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkish Embassy 
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 
Strand Rd, Yangon.  
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of 
America 110, University 
Avenue, Kamayut Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 536509, 
535756, Fax: 650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, 
Thanlwin Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 511305

General Listing

Chatrium Hotel 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.  
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.  
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

AIR CONDITION

resorts

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3, 
        229358 ~ 61,  
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313.  
www.cloverhotel.asia.  
info@cloverhotel.asia

Confort Inn 
4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd 
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut, 
tel: 525781, 526872

Parkroyal Yangon, 
Myanmar  
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp.  
tel: 250388. fax: 252478. 
email: enquiry.prygn@
parkroyalhotels.com 
parkroyalhotels. com.

Golden Hill Towers  
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan Tsp.  
tel: 558556. ghtower@
mptmail.net.mm.
Marina Residence  
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

ACCOMMODATION
Long Term

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel: 09-7349-4483,  
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

Happy Homes
Real Estate & Property 

Management

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com
Savoy Hotel  
129, Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut tsp.  
tel: 526289, 526298, 
Sedona Hotel  
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin. tel: 666900.
Strand Hotel  
92 Strand  Rd. tel: 243377. 
fax: 289880.
Summit Parkview Hotel 
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.
Traders Hotel  
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.
Winner Inn  
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com
Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com
Yuzana Hotel 
130, Shwegondaing Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600
Yuzana Garden Hotel 
44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp, 
tel : 01-248944

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com

Reservation Office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Royal Kumudra Hotel, 
(Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177, 
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

(Nay Pyi Taw)

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343, 209345, 209346
Fax : (95-1) 209344
E-mail : greenhill@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center 
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722 
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus 
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974 
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

Hotel Yangon  
91/93, 8th Mile Junction,  
Tel : 01-667708, 667688.
Inya Lake Resort Hotel 
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.  
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

Reservation Office (Yangon)
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township.
Tel : 951-255 819-838
Hotel Max
(Chaung Tha Beach)
Tel	 :	 042-423 46-9, 
		  042-421 33.
Email : 
maxhotelsreservation@ 
gmail.com

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

BARS

50th Street 
9/13, 50th street-lower, 
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.

Air Con Sales & Service
No. 2/1, Than Thu Mar 
Rd, Thuwunna Junction. 
Tel : 09-4224-64130



No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel  : (951) 9 666141  
Fax : (951) 9 666135 
Email :  
info@witoriyahospital.com 
Website :  
www.witoriyahosptial.com

THE MYANMAR TIMES  november 18 - 24, 2013

Home Furnishing

GENERATORS

Gems & Jewelleries

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 660769, 664363.Floral Service & Gift

Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN. 
Tel: 541217, 559011,  
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FITNESS CENTRE

24 Hour International 
Medical Centre @ 
Victoria Hospital 
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile, 
Mayangon Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar
Tel:	 + 951 651 238,
	 + 959 495 85 955
Fax:	 + 959 651 398
24/7 on duty doctor:
	 + 959 492 18 410
Website: www.leo.com.mm

“ One Stop Solution for 
Quality Health Care “

Balance Fitnesss
No 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Road, Mayangone 
Township. Yangon
01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@
balancefitnessyangon.com

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278. 
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

Ruby & Rare Gems  
of Myanamar 

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com 
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

Bldg-D, Rm (G-12), Pearl 
Condo, Ground Flr, 
Kabaraye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. Tel: 557448.  
Ext 814, 09-730-98872.

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Advertising

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center  
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

M a r k e t i n g  &  c o mm  u n i c at i o n s

A d v e r t i s i n g

Strand Bar 92, Strand 
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar. 
tel: 243377.fax: 243393, 
sales@thestrand.com.mm 
www.ghmhotels.com

Lobby Bar
Parkroyal Yangon, 
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya 
Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp. 
tel: 250388.

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

communication

coffee machine

car rental

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd. 
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue 
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

•	150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536306, 537805.

  Email : yangon@  
  monument-books.com
•	15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
•		#87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th 

St, 77th St,Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay. 
Tel : (02) 24880.

Spa Paragon
Condo B#Rm-106, Shwe 
Hinthar Condo, Corner of 
Pyay Rd & Shwe Hinthar 
St, 6½Mile, Yangon. 
Tel: 01-507344 Ext: 112, 
09-680-8488, 09-526-1642.

BOOK STORES

Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road, 
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011 
@gmail.com

No. 52, Royal Yaw Min Gyi 
Condo, Room F, Yaw Min 
Gyi Rd, Dagon Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel: 09-425-307-717

La Source Beauty Spa (Ygn) 
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel: 512380, 511252
La Source Beauty Spa (Mdy)
No. 13/13, Mya Sandar St, 
Between 26 x 27 & 62 & 63 
St, Chanaye Tharzan Tsp, 
Mandalay. 
Tel : 09-4440-24496. 
La Source Beauty Spa
Sedona Hotel, Room (1004)
Tel : 666 900 Ext : (7167)
LS Saloon
Junction Square, 3rd Floor.
Tel : 95-1-527242, Ext : 4001
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

Monsoon 

Promotions!!

Opening In 

August
No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar 
@gmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

•	 First Class VIP 
Limousine Car Rental.

•	 Professional English 
Speaking Drivers.

•	 Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

•	 Call us Now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

MYANMAR EXECUTIVE 
LIMOUSINE SERVICE

HOT LINE: 
959 - 402 510 003

Yangon : A-3, Aung San 
Stadium (North East Wing), 
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.

International Calling Card
No.004, Building (B), 
Ground Floor, Yuzana St, 
Highway Complex Housing, 
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.

 Tel	 : 	01-230-4379, 
		  09-731-74871~2
Email : info@vmg.com. mm 
www.vmgtelecoms.com, 
www.ytalk.com.mm

Engineering

193/197, Shu Khin Thar 
Street, North Okkalapa 
Industrial Zone, Yangon. 
Tel: 951-691843~5, 951-
9690297, Fax: 951-691700 
Email: supermega97@
gmail.com.
www.supermega-engg.com

One-stop Solution for 
Sub-station, M&E Work 
Design, Supply and 
Install (Hotel, High Rise 
Building Factory)

Get the Best Pure Natural 
Gemstones and Jewellery 
No. 44, Inya Road, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2305811, 2305812. 
email : info@bestjewels 
myanmar.com, 
Bestjewelsmyanmar.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,  
7½ miles,  
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel:	 (95-1) 652502~04.  
Fax:	(95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

24 hours Cancer centre
No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone 
Township, Yangon.
Tel	 :	(951) 9 666141
Fax	 :	(951) 9 666135

FASHION & TAILOR

Sein Shwe Tailor, 797 
(003-A), Bogyoke Aung 
San Rd, MAC Tower 2, 
Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 01-225310, 212943~4 
Ext: 146, 147, E-mail: 
uthetlwin@gmail.com

24 hours Laboratory & 
X-ray
No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel	 :	(951) 9 666141
Fax	 :	(951) 9 666135

The Lady Gems & Jewellery
No. 7, Inya Rd, Kamayut 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2305800, 09-8315555
The Lady Gems & Silk
Co operative Business 
Centre, Room No (32/41), 
New University Avenue Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 09-5200726
theladygems@gmail.com
www.thelady-gems.com

No. 56, Bo Ywe St, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 01-246551, 375283, 
09-2132778, 09-31119195. 
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@	
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

DTDC Courier and Cargo 
Service (Since 1991)
Yangon. Tel : 01-374457
Mandalay. Tel : 09-431-
34095. www.DTDC.COM, 
dtdcyangon@gmail.com 
Door to Door Delivery!!!

courier Service

CONSTRUCTION

One Stop ENT Center
No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel  : (951) 9 666141  
Fax : (951) 9 666135 
Email :  
info@witoriyahospital.com 
Website :  
www.witoriyahosptial.com

CONSULTING

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology
Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

Green Garden
Beer Gallery Mini Zoo, 
Karaweik Oo-Yin Kabar.

Duty free

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure  
Tel: 533030 (Ext: 206/155)

Office: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing, 
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Foam spray 
Insulation

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower 
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

GLASS

International Construction 
Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2410292, 243551, 
09-431-83689, 09-4480-
33905.

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road, 
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 354398-9
E-mail : spgmes.myanmar 
@gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable 
Jeweller

co working space

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897. 
info@venturaoffice.com, 
www.venturaoffice.com

ENTERTAINMENT

No.94, Ground Floor, 
Bogalay Zay Street, 
Botataung Tsp,
Yangon.Tel: 392625, 
09-500-3591
Email : danceclub.
hola@gmail.com
(Except Sunday)

Dance Club & Bar

No-001-002, Dagon Tower, 
Ground Flr, Cor of Kabaraye 
Pagoda Rd & Shwe Gon 
Dine Rd, Bahan Tsp. 
Tel: 544480, 09-730-98872.

S.B. FURNITURE S.B. FURNITURE

HEALTH SERVICES

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 553783, 
549152, 09-732-16940, 
09-730-56079. Fax: 542979 
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar@gmail.com.

GAS COOKER & 
Cooker Hoods

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813



UnionBarAndGrill 
42 Strand Road, 
Botahtaung, Yangon. 
Tel: 95 9420 180 214, 95 
9420 101 854 
www.unionyangon.com, 
info@unionyangon.com

Get your Visa online for 
Business and Tourist 
No need to come to 
Embassy.
#165. 35th Street, 
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: +951 381200, 204020
travel.evisa@gmail.com
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Water Treatment

WEB SERVICE

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker 
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

Capital Hyper Mart 
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart 
(Aung San Branch) tel: 
253022, 294765. 
City Mart (47th St Branch) 
tel: 200026, 298746.
City Mart  (Junction 8)  
tel: 650778.
City Mart  (FMI City Branch)  
tel: 682323.
City Mart  (Yankin Center 
Branch)  tel: 400284.
City Mart 
(Myaynigone Branch) 
tel: 510697.
City Mart (Zawana Branch)  
tel:564532.

SUPERMARKETS

Commercial scale
water treatment

(Since 1997)
Tel:	 01-218437~38. 
H/P:	 09-5161431, 

09-43126571.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

Paint

Open Daily (9am to 6pm)
No. 797, MAC Tower II, 
Rm -4, Ground Flr, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303
sales.centuremyanmar@
gmail.com
www.centure.in.th

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8), Myanmar 
ICT Park, University Hlaing 
Campus, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Water solution

service office

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897.  
info@venturaoffice.com, 
www.venturaoffice.com

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate Agent
Agent fees is unnecessary
Tel : 09 2050107,  
09 448026156
robinsawnaing@gmail.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

a drink from paradise... 
available on Earth
@Yangon International 
Hotel, No.330, Ahlone Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 09-421040512

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

G-01, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by  
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

1. WASABI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasa),
Tel; 09-4250-20667,  
       09-503-9139
Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin Center (City Mart)

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 011 22 
1014, 09 50 89 441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Your Most Reliable & 
Friendly Real Estate Agency 

Tel : 09-7308848
01-242370, 394053

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels & 
Cruises Ltd. Governor’s 
Residence 39C, Taw Win 
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (951) 229860
fax: (951) 217361. email: 
RTMYGN@mptmail.net.mm 
www.orient-express.com

Marine 
Communication & 

Navigation

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

Schenker (Thai) Ltd. 
Yangon 59 A, U Lun 
Maung Street. 7 Mile  
Pyay Road,  MYGN. tel: 
667686,  666646.fax: 
651250. email: sche 
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

Kohaku Japanese 
Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel Royal 
Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road, 
Tamwe Tsp, Lobby Level, 
Tel: 544500 Ext 6231

The Emporia Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel 
Royal Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road, 
Tamwe Tsp. Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6294

Executive Serviced Offices
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel	 :	 01-4413410

TRAVEL AGENTS

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd 
www.exploremyanmar.com

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

Aekar
Company Limited

PLEASURE CRUISES

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
5 Days, 7 Days, 9 Days Trips
Tel: 95 1 202063, 202064
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp.  
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702, 
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

Yangon Int’l School
Fully Accredited K-12 
International Curriculum 
with ESL support 
No.117,Thumingalar 
Housing, Thingangyun,  
Tel: 578171, 573149, 
687701, 687702.

Indian Fine Dining & Bar 
Bldg No. 12, Yangon Int’l 
Compound, Ahlone Road.  
Tel: 01-2302069, 09-431-
85008, 09-731-60662. 
The Ritz Exclusive Lounge 
Chatrium Hotel Royal Lake 
Yangon. 40, Natmauk Rd, 
Tamwe Tsp, Ground Floor, 
Tel: 544500 Ext 6243, 6244 
sales@corrianderleaf.com

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

Heaven Pizza 
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township.  
Tel: 09-855-1383

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

REMOVALISTS

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795.  
Mobile. 09-512-3049.  
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

U Min Sein, BSc, RA, 
CPA.,RL Advocate of the 
Supreme Court 83/14 
Pansodan St, Yangon.  
tel: 253 273. 
uminsein@mptmail.net.mm

LEGAL SERVICE

Horizon Int’l School
25, Po Sein Road, Bahan 
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795, 
551796, 450396~7.  
fax : 543926, email : 
contact@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

International Construction 
Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2410292, 243551, 
09-431-83689, 09-4480-
33905.

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-410, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

International Construction 
Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2410292, 243551, 
09-431-83689, 09-4480-
33905.

WATER PROOFING

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Office Furniture

Sai Khung Noung Real 
Estate Co., Ltd. 
Tel : 541501, 551197, 
400781, 09-73176988
Email : saikhungnoung 
1995@gmail.com.
www.saikhungnoung.com

SCHOOLS

MEDIA & ADVERTISING

Media & Advertising
All the way from 
Australia.  Design 
for advertisement is 
not easy, reaching to 
target audience is even 
harder? We are equipped 
with great ideas and 
partners in Myanmar to  
create corporate logo, 
business photography, 
stationery design, mobile 
advertisement on public  
transport and billboard/ 
magazine ads. Talk to us: 
(01) 430-897, (0) 942-000-
4554. www.medialane.
com.au

Real Estate Agency
Email : realwin2012@
gmail.com
Tel : 	09-732-02480, 
	 09-501-8250

No.430(A), Corner of 
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden 
Valley Rd, Building(2) 
Market Place (City Mart), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-523840(Ext-309), 
09-73208079.

Ocean Center (North 
Point), Ground Floor, 
Tel	 :	 09-731-83900
		  01-8600056  

Fully Scoped Services
Convenient Location 
Superb facility 
Reasonable price
1km from Sakura Tower
Tel : 95-1-374851

Email : info@jkmyanmar.com
www.jkmyanmar.com (ENG)
www.3ec.jp/mbic/   (JPN)

Web Services
All the way from Australia.  
World-class websites, 
come with usability and 
responsiveness. Our 
works include website,  
web apps, e-commerce, 
forum, email campaign 
and online advertisement. 
Plus, we’re the authorised 
reseller for local and 
international domain 
names. So, put your 
worries aside and let us 
create the awesomeness 
you deserved online. 
(01) 430-897, (0) 942-000-
4554. www.medialane.
com.au

Singapore Cuisine
Super One Super Market, 
Kyaikkasan Branch,
No. 65, Lay Daung Kan Rd, 
Man Aung Qtr, Tamwe Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-542371, 
09-501-9128

Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

No. 372, Bogyoke Aung 
San Rd, Pabedan T/S, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-380 398, 
01-256 355 (Ext : 3027)
Email : zawgyihouse@
myanmar.com.mm

Water Heaters

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road. 
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
No. 422, FJVC Centre, 
Ground Floor, Room No. 4, 
Strand Road, Botahtaung 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-202063-4, 09 
509-1673 E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk



General Property

HOW TO GET A FREE AD
By Fax	 : 01-254158
By Email	 : classified@myanmartimes.com.mm, advertising@myanmartimes.com.mm
By Mail	 : 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

Buy space ON THESE PAGES
Call: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

FREE
HousingforRent
Bahan : A European 
Style fully furnished 
apartment at Pearl 
Condominium, 12th flr, 
1700 sqft. Most modern 
interior decoration. Fully 
Air conditioned. Best for 
foreigners. Rent expected 
USD 2500 per month. 
Can also sell for USD 
3,50,000. Call owner 
(English speaking  09-
508-2244) or  (Myanmar 
speaking 09-735-67890)

HousingforRent
CENTRAL CITY 
Residence near 
Park Royal, marble/
hardwood premium 
fittings, modern design. 
4 rooms 3 bathroom (2 
master w/ attached bath) 
1955sqft $4850/month. 
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com, 09-4211-02223

THAMADA CONDO 
1600sqft fully furinished 
condo behind the 
Thamada Cinema, 5 
minutes from Traders 
and Park Royal Hotel. 
Suitable for office use as 
well as residential. Free 
Parking slot available. 
3500$/month, negotiable. 
Contact ebrahiemaadil@
hotmail.com, 09-503-
0604

a spacious Two Storey 
House on University 
Avenue Road for rent, 
conveniently located 
on the center of the 
road and near to Inya 
Road. 3 Living Rooms, 4 
Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, 
2 Guest Toilets, 1 Dining 
Room, an Indoor Kitchen 
plus an Outdoor Kitchen, 
a Well Maintained 
Garden, Freshly painted 
rooms with teak floors, 
For further inquires, call 
Mobiles: 09-25400-2213. 
(No Brokers Please) 

PRIME OFFICE, Panso 
dan Rd, 2500sqft, office 
layout w/ boardroom and 
manager's office. Clean 
open design, foreign 
quality fittings. Full building 
generator. $6250/month. 
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com, 09-4211-02223

CLASSIC STRAND. 
Brand new 3 bed 2 bath. 
$3250/month. Designed 
with marble/hardwood 
by foreigner. Near 
strand hotel/union bar. 
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com, 09-4211-02223.

Premium condo near 
Park Royal, Yaw Min Gyi, 
marble and hardwood 
floors, modern design, 
1955 sqft, 4 bed,  2 master 
3 bath, $ 4850/month. 
Email: jasonwongjp@
gmail.com Tel: 09-4211-
02223

NEw Classic Strand 
2800 sqft SOHO w/ 
mezzanine, 3rd floor 
corner unit riverview. 14 
foot ceilings.Gym,sauna, 
internet lounge.  $7650/
month. Strand Rd, near 
Hilton/Center Point, 5min 
to Union Bar/Strand Hotel. 
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com, 09-4211-02223.

PANSODAN BUSINESS 
TOWER On Pansodan 
Rd, prime downtown, 
2500 sqft, 8th floor modern 
design office layout , 
cityview, $6250/month. 
Building generator, stable 
electricity, foreign owner. 
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com, 09-4211-02223.

golden Valley - A 
luxury modern 3 storey 
fully furnished house in 
good quiet locality with a 
manicured manageable 
garden including pool 
for relaxing. 4 master 
bed rooms including 3 
with walk in wardrobes, 6 
A/C and 1 telephone line. 

No brokers, if interested 
contact 09-541-2499.

Pearl Condominium for 
rent, Kabaaye Pagoda 
Rd, Building (C), good 
view, 1250 Sqft, 1MB, 
1BR, 2AC, 2Heater, Fully 
furnish, 1800 USD. Room 
will be vacant on 20 Nov, 
2013. Contact: 09-4201-
12828, 09-4211-51862.

MAYANGONE, (1).9 Mile, 
Mindama condo, 3000 
Sqft, 2 MbR, 1 SR, fully 
furnish, 4500 USD, (2).8 
Mile, Kabaraye villa, 
2500 Sqft, 1 MBR, 2 SR, 
fully furnish, 3500 USD. 
(3)7 Mile, Shwe Hinthar 
condo, 3500 Sqft, 3 
MBR, fully furnish, 4500 
USD. (4) Near Sedona 
hotel, 800 Sqft , 1 MBR, 
2 SR, (apartment ), fully 
furnish, 800 USD. Ph : 
09-4921-4276.

Htauk Kyant. (at the 
junction of Hle Ku & Mhaw 
Be) : (1)Total 4 arcas land 
(price for 1 arca land is 
2,000,000 per month) 
(2) 3 No. of warehouses 
(price for 1 warehouse 
is 500,000 per month). 
This place equipped with 
water, electricity (3 phase 
and single phases) and 
IDD phone. contact  (Dr. 
Moe Sandar Myint) at 09-
511-1817,01-214278.

PAZUNDAUNG, Corner 
of Bogyoke St  & Ye 
Kyaw St, 7 Flr + Pent 
house, 1700 Sqft, Fully 
decorated. Contact: 09-
519-7133

(1) new University Ave 
Rd, 2F) 45'x60', 3MBR, 
Ph, 5A/C, 30 lakhs. (2) 
South Okkalar, Thitsar 
Rd, 22'x70', RC3 Storey 
house for showroom, 
office, 30 Lakhs, (3) 
New University Ave 
Rd, New Condo, 1500 
sq.ft, 2MB, 1BR, 5A/C 
Nicely Condo 25 Lakhs, 
(4) Pearl Condo, 1500 
sq.ft, 1MBR, 2BR, 4A/C, 
Ph, for rent 15 Lakhs, 
Maureen: 09-518-8320.

HousingforSale
We have Lands for sale 
suitable for making 
Industrial buildings in 
large area. Buyers can 
Contact Us on 09-4500-
59037. (There is no pay 
for Agents & Third party 
... Warmly welcome the 
buyers )

Thingangyun, Near-
Yangon Int'l School 
(YIS), ILBC Apartment 
- First Flr (1,200 Sqft) 
On Thu Min Ga La 
Main Rd, 1MBR, 2SR, 
2 Bath Rooms, Kitchen 
Room, Dining Room, 
Sitting Room , Nice, 
Peace Location: Ph-09-
5148138, 01-573881.

Southern Dagon 
- 18, Land and Good 
Wood Building for Sales 
20 x 60-Aung Min Ga La 
street(18b)-250 Lakhs, 
40 x 60,  Aung Mingalar 
St (18b)-500 Lakhs, 
Ready for Staying, 
Water, Electricity. Selling 
by the Owner himself: 
Ph:-01--573881, 09-
514-8138 

Apartment : Muditor 
condo (1)Taw Win 
Construciton. Place: 
On U Ba Han Rd, 
Mayangone. Ground Flr 
Price  : 520 lakhs. (nego: 
+ agent fees). Contact 
Person:Christine 09-
3156-0089

Pyin Oo Lwin, Near 
Kandaw Gyi Park, Land 
only 0.6 acres . Ph: 01 
552282, 09-518-5469.

KAMAYUT, Diamond 
Condo, Pyay Rd, 1400 
sq.ft, 1MB, 2BR, Ph: 
4A/C, Nice & New 
Condo. Negotiable: 
3700 Lakhs, Maureen: 
09-518-8320.

Computer
HIGHLIGHT Computer 
Group : Computer 
Training & Software 
Development - 26, 
Myoh Thit (1) St, Kyauk 
Myaung, Tamwe, 
Yangon. Ph: 09-731-
46123, 09-2500-01664.

Computer Service 
G r o u p : W i n d o w 
Installation, Software 
Installation. Server 
Installation (DHCP, AD, 
ISA, Handy Cafe).  CPE  
&  Router Configuration. 
Network Cable 
Installation. Ph:09-4201-
10247.

Education
HOME Tution & Guide : 
For pre - KG, Primary 
& secondary level. 
Specialized in Maths & 
Biology. Tr. Daw Khin 
Swe Win (B.E.H.S 
Thuwunna) Rtd. Ph: 09-
730-99679, 

Teaching English : 
English for young learners 
and adults. English for 
oversea travel, study, 
workplace or social 
purpose. Business 
English, Basic English, 
Everyday English, 
Communicative English. 
Taught by experienced 
and qualified teacher. 
Taught in abroad for 
a few years. Effective 
lessons, International 
Learning materials, 
Refresh, develop and 
practise English. Ms Si 
Si - Ph: 09-4207-85157

Special for Math : 
For Int'l school (ILBC, ISY, 
ISM & YIS) Geometry, 
Algebra, Calculus. 
Tr. Kaung Myat - BE 
(PE), Guide&Leacturer. 
Ph:09-731-42020.

Teaching English, 
English for Young 
Learners and High 
School Graduates. 
English for social, study, 
overseas travel and 
work. General English 
course. Qualified and 
experienced teacher. 
Using International 
Syllabuses. Available 
for small groups or 
Individuals. Ph: (01) 
291679 , 09-2501-36695

Willingly give a 
helping hand to those 
who are still difficult to 
answer ABE question 
papers of Business 
Management ( Graduate 
Diploma) for December 
exams. Pls contact: 09-
4211-07662

give your child the best 
possible start to life at Int'l 
Montessori Myanmar 
(English Education 
Center) Accredited by 
IMC Bangkok (Since 
1991), Our Montessori 
curriculum includes: 
Practical life Exercises, 
Sensorial training, 
language development, 
Mathematics, Cultural 
studies, Botany & 
Zoology, History, 
Creative Art, Music and 
Movement, Cooking, 

Physical Development, 
Social & Emotional 
Development. Learning 
through play. 55(B), 
Po Sein Rd, Bahan, 
Yangon, Tel: 546097, 
546761, Email: imm.
myn@gmail.com

For IGCSE (Edexcel 
& Campridge) & 
Secondary level Regular 
tuition classes Home 
tuition Exam preparation 
classes All subjects 
available Contact: 09-
508-8683.

LCCI, Level I, II & III, 
MYOB. Ph:09-520-0974

English literature 
& language arts for 
middle school in touch 
with SAT.setting.plot.
maintheme writing .All 
kinds of student can 
be learnt. U Thant Zin, 
28,3 B, Thatipahtan St, 
Tamwe. Ph: 09-503-
5350,09-3102-1314.
www.facebook.com/
shaping the way

Special for Maths  
Algebra I&II, Geometry, 
Calculus Pre- University 
Level Tr.Kaung Myat: 
BE(PE) Ph:09-731-
42020.

Teachers who have 
got Teaching experience 
in Singapore, Int'l School 
(primary & seconday 
levels) AEIS, PSLE, 
GCSE, SAT, IELTS, 
TOEFL, English-
Myamar Speaking Class 
for company, Sayar 
Bryan, (ME) 09-4200-7 
0692.

"Scholar Teaching  
Organization" founded 
with ME,BE & Master 
Degree holder with 12 
years experience in 
teaching field. Role and 
Responsibility: Making 
the students develop 
problem solving skills, 
critical thinking skills 
and I.Q  & E.Q enriching 
skills, Int'l School (ILBC, 
Total, MISY, ISY, PISM, 
Horizon, ISM, network,  
MIS, MLA, ES4E, DSY 
RV). All grades, All 
Subjects .....Singapore 
MOE Exams (AEIS, 
S-AEIS, IGCSE, IELTS, 
TOFEL..Tr.Daniel  Caulin 
: 09-215-0075. Tr.Bryan 
:09-4200-70692.

Expert Services
For Foreigners: 
Want to Business 
Communicative skill in 
Myanmar. Pls contact : 
09-4210-91882

To consult how to buy 
Insurance Coverages, 
Insurance for your 
cars, Insurance for 
your homes, Insurance 
for your showrooms, 
Insurance for your 
factories, Insurance 
for your stocks & other 
contents, Insurance 
for your employees, 
Insurance for yourself and 
your families, I'll be there, 
Ko Nyi, Insurance Agent 
: Licence No. A-1394, 
Ph: 09-4480-13031. 
email: konyimia@gmail.
com Car Insurance, 

Home Insurance, Life 
Insurance, Personal 
Accident and Disease 
Insurance, Maine Hull 
Insurance, Marine Cargo 
Insurance

I nter    p retation      /
Translation Service : 
For INGOs’ workshops; 
Power Points; 
Documents; Reports; 
Research Papers. Call: 
09-4500-20560

A SEASONED account 
ing prefessional with 
more than 13 years 
of experience in 
various industries. Can 
provide below services 
in compliance with 
international accounting 
standards. (1)Financial 
statements preparation 
(profit & loss) (2)
Financial statements/ 
performance analysis 
(3)Strategic planing 
(budgeting/forecasting) 
(4)Implementation of 
internal controls (5)
Preparation for external 
auditor (6)Development 
standardized accounting 

procedures. Daw Thin 
Thin Aung, Accounting 
Consultant , Ph: 09-
4200-90037.

WE are the one of 
service   Aera 51 group 
Real - Estate. Who 
want to buy, sell & rent 
for house, Condo & 
Industry zone. Contact 
ph: 01-293-314, 09-
4037-04805.

For Sale
Toyota IQ 2008 130 
akhs Push Start. Mileage 
65000. Contact 01-650-
164, 09-731-10110

Macbook Pro 13" 
Retina Display Intel 
Core i5 Ram 8GB S.S.D 
128GB Mac OS 10.9. 
Price : 1430000. Ph : 
09-4200-50651

MSI Board P4 Dual Core   
CPU 3.2 ghz  Ram 2 Gb  
Hdd 500 GB VGA 512 
MB DVD RW (ASUS) 
Viewsonic 19 ' UPS 
Green  Tech 650 W. Ph: 
09-4211-11780.

Samsung Galaxy S4 / 
S3 / S2 / Grand / Note 
1, 2 HTC One / Butterfly 
Sony Z / SP / S / P. Ph : 
09-3100-8866.

iPhone 5S/5/4/4S. Ph : 
09-2540-04420

Intel Core i5 Ram 8GB 
H.D.D + SSD Display 
13.3 1 Year 6 Month 
International Warranty. 
Price : 580,000. Ph : 09-
501-6694.

Macbook Pro 13" Intel 
Core 2 Duo Ram 4GB 
H.D.D 750GB Mac OS 
10.8.5 + Windown 7. 
Price : 599,000. Ph : 09-
4200-50651.

HTC One Silver Color With 
Original Accessories. 
Price : 490000. Ph : 09-
3100-8866

99% New Samsung 
Series 5 Ultra Book 
Intel Core i5 Ram 8GB 
H.D.D + SSD Display 
13.3 1 Year 6 Month 
International Warranty. 
Price : 630000. Ph : 09-
501-6694. 

Toyota IQ (2008) 
2 Door, Push Start 
(keyless) Gold Silver 
colour. prices 135 Lakhs. 
Ph:09-3335-5535.

Huawei P1 U9200 
white 98%new ,price- 
145000Ks, contact : 09-
514-7480.

General
if you are thinking to 
give a book-gift to your 
loved ones. Meiji Soe's 
"Culture & Beyond - 
Myanmar" is a unique 
of its king revealing 
Myanmar Culture, 
Beliefs and Superstitions 
in sector by sector 
together with photos. 
Available at Book Stores 
& MCM Ltd. Ph: 253642, 
3922928, 392910. 
Email: distmgr@
myanmartimes.com.mm

SHWE KYIN Slipper 
shop, Yangon. Ph: 01- 
240966 ext 333, 09-
515-7156.

Language
English for Young 
Learners : Build 
confidence in commu 
nicating in English. 
Build strong foundation 
in English for further 
education. Introducing 
reading with variety 
of books. Using Int'l 
syllabuses such as 
Oxford, Collins & 
Cambridge ,etc. Lesson 
will be conducted in 
English. Taught by 
qualified  &  internationally 

experience teacher.
English for Adults 
Speak fluently in various 
situations. Improve 
your pronunciation and 
increase your vocabulary. 
Communicate effectively 
in everyday situations. 
English for social, study, 
overseas travel and 
work purposes. Teacher 
Yamin - Ph:291679, 09-
250-136695

myanmar for 
Foreigners. Ph: 09-
2501-50791.

english Grammar for 
all classes. Ph: 09-541-
384

Myanmar Language 
Guide (For Embassy 
family & others) When 
you stay in Myanmar,  do 
you want to ask to your 
children  to learn Myanmar 
language? Call: 
09-514-6505(Christine)

SAT score raising classic 
novels and short stories 
practice can be asked,it 
is right to enjoy reading 
classic and persuaded 
writing ,critical thinking 
and world culture.If you 
are not the student of 
SAT study. you  tried as 
much as you can to follow 
the lesson with skill you 
got good experienced 
for your .further study.
Spanish language can 
be inquired. U Thant 
Zin : 09-503-5350 , 
01-547442.  28/3B, 
Thadipahtan St, Tamwe.

BZM English language 
center : I am willing to 
teach English grammar 
& speaking . Especially 
the person who cannot 
afford the fee.  If you 
are the person who are 
willing to learn , who 
really want to spend 
the time effectively , 
who are enthusiastic & 
interested in learning 
English speaking 
then do not hesitate & 
come & learn at BZM 
language center . Free 
of charge. Do not miss 
the great opportunity. 
The class will be started 
on 25th November 2013. 
Exception :Only female, 
15 years old and above, 
Mon, Tues & Wed - (3 
days a week)1 to 3 pm, 
Teacher Zin Mar Myint, 
(Got TKT certificate 
from Cambridge, 
Gotcertificate from 
British council ) Rm 53, 
Bldg 25, Shwe Ohn Pin 
villa (new) Yankin.  Ph: 
09-4302-6789.

language Proficiency: 
Effective & Scientific 
way. Tutor/ Translator/ 
Interpreter. (Such 
languages: Hindi/ 
Sanskrit/ Bengali/ Nepali/ 
English & Myanmar), 
R.S. Verma. B.Sc., (Bot), 
Yangon. (UFL-English), 
Yangon. Email: rsverma.
myanmar@gmail.com, 
Ph: 09-730-42604.

Travel
BELTA CAR Rental Rate 
with Professional English 
Speaking Tour Car 

Driver*600000 Ks/ month 
(exclude fuel OCTANE) 
contact: Mr.Sonny: 
09-4200-48040 & Ms. 
MyaMyaAung (Tourist  
Guide): 09-4015-43732

The Any-ways Travel 
& Tours Co : 1225, 
Pinlon Rd, 35 Ward, 
North Dagon (Email 
:- anywaysmyanmar@
gmail.com) was 
established since 
early October, 2013. 
The foreign visitors 
(Tourists, Business 
or other purpose) are 
advised to contact us 
and enjoy our services, 
such as ticketing,hotel 
reservation, tour 
programming, holding 
seminars,car rental and 
etc. Welcome anyone 
contact to Ph : 09-511-
7890, 01-581878

ASIAN BLISS Myanmar 
Car Rental Service. 
Ph:01-543-942, 09-519-
1785, 09-731-18957.

Professional            
English Speaking Tour 
Car Driver Mr. SONNY 
Car Rental Service [Maw 
@ AUNG (Mya Mya 
Aung) Guide or English 
translator/Interpreter ] !!! 
I can assist you as your 
best Tour Car Rental 
Service. Mr. Sonny: 09-
4200-48040 

Virgin Land Tours :Visa 
Services, Worldwide Air 
Ticketing, Worldwide 
Hotel Reservation, All 
Kind Transportation 
Rental, Inbound & 
Outbound Tour Operator,   
Tour Guide Services ,                                        
Ph: 01-8610252, 09-
512-3793, 09-520-2643

Great Escape Travels 
& Tours  Our services : 
(1).FIT tour & Group 
tour package, (2).Hotel 
reservation, Guide 
services, (3).Chinese 
to Mynamar to Chinese 
translation service (4).
Car rental service  (5).
Visa Application. Contact 
person : Kelly Dong : 09-
4301-8077

NYAN MYINT THU Car 
Rental Service : Ko 
Nyan Myint Win Kyi (MD) 
- 56, Bo Ywe St, Latha, 
Yangon, Myanmar. Ph : 
01-246551, 01-375284. 
ph:09-2132778. email: 
nyanmyintthu1983@
gmail.com, nmt@nyan 
m y i n t t h u c a r r e n t a l .
com, colwinkyi@
gmail. com. Web:www.
nyanmyintthucarrental.
com

Kyal Ta Khon Car 
Rental Service, Hi Ace, 
9 seater, 14 seater, 
available, sight-seeing. 
outdoor, downtown, 
Ph: 09-4210-23916, 
09-515-8919



UN Positions
iom Int'l Organization for 
Migration is seeking(1) 
Research on Labour 
Migration in Myanmar, 
Thailand and Cambodia. 
(2) Review of one 
Township Disaster 
Management Plan in 
Myanmar. Pls submit 
a cover letter and an 
updated CV with a 
maximum length of 
3 pages, including 
names and contact 
details of 3 referees 
to: Labour Migration 
Unit, Int'l Organization 
for Migration (IOM) 
Mission in Myanmar - 
Yangon Office, Email: 
mpieczkowski@iom.
int and hryangon@iom.
int Closing date : for (1) 
22 November, for (2) 18 
November 2013.

iom Int'l Organization 
for Migration is seeking 
(1)Township Health 
Supervisor 1 post - 
Bogalay, Ayeyarwaddy. 
(2)Finance Assistant 
1 post - Mawlamyine, 
Mon State. (3) Logistics 
Assistant 1 post - 
Thaton, Mon State. (4) 
Admin Clerk 1 post - 
Thaton, Mon State. Pls 
submit an application 
letter  and an updated CV 
with a maximum length of 
3 pages including names 
and contact details of 
3 referees (copies of 
certificates and further 
documents are not 
required at this stage) 
to :  Int'l Organization for 
Migration (IOM) Mission 
in Myanmar - Yangon 
Office, 318-A, Ahlone 
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon,  
Email: hryangon@iom.
int, Closing date : 18 
November 2013.

Ingo Positions
solidarites Int'l 
is seeking Deputy 
Logistics Coordinator 
1 post in Yangon: 4 
years of professional 
experience in Logistics 
field with INGO/ NGO. 
University Degree or 
Diploma (preferably 
in Logistics Or related 
proven experience in 
similar area.). Knowledge 
of IT management & MS 
office. Demonstrated 
team management 
& planning abilities. 
Fluent in English & 
Myanmar. Good writing 
& communication skills. 
Pls submit application 
(CV, cover letter, 
references) to the 
attention of: Application 
for Deputy Logistics 
Coordinator/ Yangon, 
- Solidarites Int'l office 
: 44-A, Tharyarwaddy 
Lane, Bahan, Yangon or 
per email: recruitment@
solidarites-myanmar.
org, Closing date: 30 
November, 2013.

hoang Anh Gia Lai 
(HAGL) is seeking Sales 
& Marketing Executive 
5 posts: University 
graduate. Leasing or 
Sales experience is a 
must. Age under 33. 
High comfort level with 
computers and Microsoft 
office software. English 
language skill is 
essential. Pls send CV 
with a recent passport 
side photo and a cover 
letter in English & 
copies of qualification 
certificates to : Hoang 
Anh Gia Lai Myanmar 
Company Ltd : 192, 
Kabaraye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan, Yangon. Email: 
r e c r u i t m e n t . h a g l @
gmail.com by 22nd 
November 2013.

myanmar Red Cross 
Society is seeking (1) 
PMER Coordinator 
1 post in Nay Pyi Taw:  
Bachelor's degree. 
Effective English 
language skill & computer 
knowledge. (2) SHG 
Development Officer 
1 post in Nay Pyi Taw: 
Any graduate. Effective 
computer knowledge. 
Knowledge of English 
in speaking and writing 
is an advantage. Red 
Cross Volunteers are 
preferable. Pls send  
application letter, CV 
& related documents 

to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society Head 
Office. Yazathingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. Or 
mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com

medecins Sans 
Frontieres - Switzerland 
(MSF-CH) is seeking 
Medical Doctor 1 post 
in Sittwe, Myauk Oo, 
KyaukTaw - Rakhine 
State: Recognized 
medical doctor 
diploma/ degree with 
valid SAMA. Previous 
working experience 
with humanitarian 
organization &  interested 
in public health in remote 
population are assest. 1 
year clinical experience 
essential. Fluent in 
English & Myanmar. 
Should you wish to apply, 
pls submit application 
(motivation letter, 
updated CV and copy of 
professional diplomas) 
to HR Manager, Medicins 
sans Frontieres - 
Switzerland (MSF-CH) 
101, Dhamazedi Rd, 
Kamaryut, Yangon. 
Email: msfch-rangoon-
web@geneva.msf.org

business Develop 
ment Manager (Salary 
in USD) M/F 5 posts - 
Age 27 ~ 35. Graduate 
with MBA. 3 years 
experience in any 
related field Hotel & 
Restaurant (or) Trading 
(or) Construction (or) 
Fishery. Must have 
strategic thinking 
for future business 
development and strong 
organizational and 
planning skill. Must be an 
independent leader with 
minimal supervision and 
good in communication 
skill and negotiation 
skill. Good written and 
verbal communication 
skill in English. Contact: 
No.(004/A), Bldg (A), 
Yuzana St, Highway 
Complex, Kamaryut, 
Yangon. Ph: 505273.

HelpAge Myanmar is 
seeking  Finance Officer 
-3 post in Yangon with 
frequent travel to project 
areas : CPA/ACCA, 5 
years experience in 
similar position with 
international agencies/
UN, Experience in 
producing budgets, 
financial monitoring and 
donor reports, Solid 
experience in developing 
internal finance control 
systems, Experience in 
building staff capacity 
in accounting, controls, 
budgeting and project 
finance management. 
Experience in working 
as part of multi-
disciplinary teams,  
Advance computer 
skills particularly in 
Excel, Good command 
of English and Myanmar, 
Willingness to travel in 
the project areas. Pls 
send a Cover letter & CV 
to the HR Unit : 25,A/1 
New University Avenue 
Rd, Kokine, Bahan, 
Yangon OR by email to 
hr.helpagemyanmar@
gmail.com  Closing date 
: 25 November 2013.

medecins du Monde 
(MDM) is seeking 
Administrative & HR 
Assistant 1 post in 
Yangon: University 
degree. 1 year 
experience in the field 
of administration (visa/ 
travel management) & 
HR. Good typing skill 
in Myanmar & English. 
Fluency in Myanmar 
& English. Good 
knowledge of Excel, 
MS Word, Internet and 
email. Pls submit  CV and 
a cover letter to MDM 
Country Coordination 
Office, Yangon : 47-
B, Po Sein St, Bahan, 
Yangon. Ph: 542830, 
09-731-71002. Email: 
office.mdmmyanmar@
gmail.com

Peace Winds Japan 
(PWJ), a Japanese 
NGO, has an immediate 
opening for (1) Finance/
Administrative Officer 
post to assist our 
WASH project in Hpa-
an, Kayin State.  Ideal 
candidate will have 
University degree, must 

have at least 2 years 
of related experience 
in NGO, strong English 
speaking and writing 
skills, good computer 
skills, ability to multitask.  
Karen language skills 
advantage. Qualified 
& interested applicants 
pls send CV & a cover 
letter to recruit.pwj.
myanmar@gmail.com  
Closing date: November 
25.

solidarites Int'l 
(SI) is seeking Speed 
boat Driver 1 post in 
Sittwe: 1 year of driving 
experiences. Basic 
knowledge of auto 
mechanic. Ability to 
communicate in English 
& Myanmar effectively 
(and Rakhine is a plus). 
Must provide a clean 
criminal background. Pls 
submit application (CV, 
cover letter, references) 
to Application for 
Speedboat Driver/ 
Yangon, - Solidarites 
Int'l office : 44-A, 
Tharyarwaddy Lane,  
Bahan, Yangon or per 
email: recuritment@
solidarites-myanmar.org

Local Positions
JETRO’s “SECRETARY” 
lady “Secretary”, a 
graduate at least, age 
20~25 years., having the 
following qualities are 
welcome to apply: “Have 
good health”, “Pleasant 
personality”, “Fluent in 
English”, “Computer 
skills”, “Japanese 
language skill” (an 
advantage), Experience 
and interest in office 
logistical & secretarial 
works”,  “High spirit in 
teamwork to support 
the office”, “Confidence 
& adaptability in 
challenging works”, 
“Necessary overtime 
works”. Pls submit CV, 
recommendations, copies 
of relevant certificates & 
N.R.C, & a recent photo 
to [Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETRO 
Ygn), Sedona Hotel 
Business Suites#04-02, 
No. 1, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd., Yankin, Yangon, Tel: 
544051~3] Closing date : 
December 2nd 2013,

URGENT NEED : 
Accountants, General 
Clerks, Marketing & 
Sales Persons - M/F-  
US$ 1,000 /Month, Free 
Accomodation, Food, 
Transport  Yearly Bonus, 
Local Allowances, 
Festival Allowances. To 
work in Nigeria, Lagos. 
25 Myanmar are working 
there No agent fees, 
Air Ticket Free, During 
Vacation with pay  CPA 
or ACCA or M.Ba or 
B.Com or D.Ma or 
LCCI, Good for English 
speaking, Computer skill 
& MYOB  Ph:01-573881, 
09-5148138  

(1)ENGLISH (speaking 
written) M/F 2 posts for 
Real estate company, 
Age 20 ~ 35,(2)Chinese 
(speaking , written) - M/F 
5 posts (3) Driver - M/F 
3 posts : Age 25 ~ 35.

Keen  Knowledge  
Co,ltd. is seeking (1)
Japanese Translator / 
Interpreter - F 2 posts 
(2)Japanese Language  
Instructor - F 1 post : 
Must be BA (Japanese) 
or N1, N2 passed, 2 

years experiences 
in related fields, 
Good   interpersonal 
& negotiation skills, 
Willing to learn and self 
motivation. Pls summit  
updated CV  including 
contact details not later 
than November 30,2013. 
(Only shortlisted 
candidates will be 
contacted for interview.) 
Kkservices2 @ gmail.
com, kinkkoo@gmail.
com, cathrinekyawwin@
gmail. com 01-860-3235, 
09-1564707,

“Audier & Partners, 
a Vietnam-based 
international law firm 
with offices in Vietnam, 
Mongolia and Myanmar 
is looking to hire 
business lawyers for its 
Yangon Office. Profile: 
Myanmar nationals 
holding advanced law 
degrees, minimum 
1-year work experience 
in law firms/government 
entities, full English 
proficiency (reading, 
writing, speaking), 
computer software 
proficiency. Pls submit 
CV to grangerat@
audierpartners.com”

( 1 ) E xecutive        
Secretary - F 1 Post : 
Age above 25. Relevant 
training or qualification & 
degree holder. 3 years 
experience. Knowledge 
& experience of relevant 
software application.  
Proficiency in English. 
Willing to travel. 
Height is over 5'2". (2) 
Executive Driver - M 
1  Post : Age above 28. 
Ten standard & above. 
3 years experience & 
valid driving license. 
Can drive Hi-way. 
More convenience for 
the people who live in 
Bahan, Mayangone, 
Tarmwe, Myaenigone 
Tsp.  Pls send application 
with 1 Photo, CV, Copy 
of certificates & all 
necessary documents to 
60, Pyay Rd, 61/2 Miles, 
Hlaing, Yangon. Ph: 
655750,  655751, Closing 
Date :  30.11.2013.

INTER GROUP of 
companies : an int'l 
management consulting 
company is looking for 
(1).Junior Consultant 1 
Post : Diploma or Degree 
in Business Management 
and/ or Finance, 
Good communication, 
presentation & inter 
personal skills, Comfor 
table with engaging 
clients,  Ability to work 
both independently and 
as part of a team, Prior 
knowledge on trade 
matters, logistics and 
shipping documents 
required. Pls submit 
detailed CV in person 
or by email, stating 
your current & expected 
salary, date of availability, 
reason for leaving and a 
recent passport photo to  
7(D), 1st Flr, Pyay Rd, 6 
miles, Hlaing, Yangon, 
Ph: 09-731-0 5353, 09-
731-05340, Email:   hr-
ygn@icononline.net  Pls 
state the Job Title that 
you are applied for in 
the subject of your email.

Savoy Hotel, Yangon 
is urgently looking for (1) 
Sous Chef - minimum 3 
~ 5 years experience 
in the same position 
(2) Driver - minimum 

3 years experience (3) 
Bell Man - minimum 2 
years experience and 
good English skill (4) 
Storekeeper - minimum 
2-3 years experience 
(5) Security - minimum 
2 years experience. 
Application letter by email 
to savoy.hra@gmail.com 
or 129, Dhammazedi 
Rd, Yangon. Tel: (95-
1) 526298, 526289. 
Please mention the 
desire position on the 
application letter. 

Aryu Thukha 
Specialist Hospital, 
Lashio is seeking suitable 
person for the following 
positions. (1). Nurses 3 
posts (2). Laboratory 
technician 2 posts (3). 
Radiographer 2 posts. 
Requirements  :Dip. In 
Nursing, B.Med.Tech. 
(Lab technology), . 
B.Med.Tech. (Medical 
imaging). Interested 
candidates can enquire 
at 09-502-6602

myanmar Survey 
Research (MSR) 
is looking for (1) 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Consultant in Yangon: 
at least 3 year working 
in a research space - 
ideally social & public 
policy research; superb 
data analytical and report 
writing skills; excellent 
communication skills & 
ability to build rapport 
with people for a range 
of backgrounds. (2) 
Chief Accountant - 
M/F 1 post: CPA or 
ACCA or other relevant 
qualification, 5 years 
experience in accounting 
& auditing, good English 
communication skills, 
computer literate. (3) 
Research Executive 
- M/F 2 posts : design 
and manage a research 
project; analyse & 
interpret data. Have 
good English writing 
skills. Please submit CV 
with recent photo and 
relevant documents to 
#55, Maha Bandoola 
Garden St, Yangon. 
Email: msr@myanmar.
com.mm within three 
weeks.

ICS Travel Group 
is looking for one 
Reservation Manager 
and one Account Staff 
in our office in Yangon 
: Fluent in English, 
travel business/ room 
reservation experience/ 
finance experience for all 
at least 2 years, excellent 
computer skills, good 
problem-solving and 
decision making skills, 
self-motivated and 
result driven, able to 
work alone or part of a 
team. Pls submit CV with 
photo & other certificates 
personally or per e-mail 
to 11 (A), Maharmyaing 
St, Sanchaung, Yangon. 
Ph: 511658, 511701, 
Email: zinzin@is-
myanmar.com  www.
icstravelgroup.com

World Trade 
Associate Trading 
Company Ltd is seeking  
Sales and Marketing  - 
M 4 Posts : Degree or 
Diploma holder in related 
field. Good personality, 
polite, neat and tidy. Pls 
contact : 40/42, 136 St, 
Tarmwe, Yangon. Ph: 01 
200151 , 01 200288 , 09-
510-9966

Pomelo is the favorite 
shopping destination for 
tourist coming to Yangon 
(source: tripadvisor.com) 
& we are well established 
in the int'l community. We 
are looking forward to 
expanding our Myanmar 
sales team. Good 
English skills, enjoy 
working in a multicultural 
environment. Pls visit 
our shop or our internet 
site to learn more about 
the products & the 
producer groups (www.
pomeloyangon.com). 
We are primarily looking 
for sales persons that 
can work 40 hours per 
week, but we also need 
sales persons that can 
work evenings and/or 
weekends. Pls send 
CV/resume to Rachel 
Storaas by email : 
PomeloYangon@gmail.
com or deliver at Pomelo; 
3rd flr of Monsoon 
restaurant (85-87 Thien 
Pyu Rd).

Ayeyarwaddy Group 
Co., Ltd is seeking 
Operator - F 15 posts 
: Any graduated / any 
diploma/ Ten standard 
passed. Excellent 

in spoken & written 
English. Age 20 to 25. 
(2)Chief Account & 
Finance Controller 
- F 3 posts: B.Com or 
M.Com & CPA or ACCA 
Part II or III passed. 
6 years & above 
experience.  Good in 
English. Able to prepare 
the final account & able 
present management 
team requirements. 
Able to prepare budget 
forecast for future 
projects. Excellent 
in Microsoft office. 
Pls submit CV  with 
recent  photo, copies of 
relevant qualifications, 
labor registration, copy 
of NRC Closing date : 
28-11-2013. winwin.
ati@gmail.com

Horizon Int'l School 
is looking for (1) 
Assistant Teacher - F 
2 posts : Age 20 ~ 35, 
University graduate, 
Proficient in English, 
Comfortable working 
with young learners, 
Able to devote oneself 
to teaching, Friendly, 
enthusiastic and patient, 
(2).Office Secretary - F 
2 posts : Age under 30, 

Bachelor’s Degree in any 
field or Diploma in the 
relevant field, Sufficient 
work experience, Good 
command of English, 
Computer literate, (3).
Receptionist - F 1 
posts : Age under 30, 
Bachelor’s Degree in any 
field or Diploma in the 
relevant field, Sufficient 
work experience, Good 
command of English,  
(4).School Car Driver	
-  1 post : Age 25 ~ 
40, Can speak English 
fluently, Able to drive 
any car, Driving license 
should be valid, Friendly, 
enthusiastic, patient and 
punctual, Can work long 
hours, Must be fit in 
physically and mentally. 
BENEFITS:  Attractive 
Salary, Lunch is provided, 
An opportunity to work 
for an institution where 
students have lots of 
outstanding international 
achievements, Pls bring  
CV along with a copy of 
your credentials to  235, 
Shukinthar Myo Patt 
Rd, Taketa, Yangon.
Ph: 450396, 450397,  
Closing date : November 
25, 2013. 

Employment
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Buhler Asia Private Ltd. (Myanmar Branch)
RECRUITMENT (URGENT)

Title of position	 :	 Office Administrator (Myanmar Only)
Sex	 :	 Male or Female
Age	 :	 Between 25 to 35 year-old.
Place of position	:	 Yangon, Myanmar
Responsibilities	 :	 1) General Office Administration, 2) Customer 

communications, 3) Correspondent works, 4) Book 
keeping, 5) Travel arrangements, & 6) Events orga-
nizing.

Education	 :	 Bachelor Degree preferably in Economic.
Salary	 :	 Attractive Package with local currency, “Kyat.”
Language	 :	 Fluent in writing and speaking English (not a must)
Closing Date	 :	 25 November, 2013

Buhler is a multinational company. Candidate must be able to work with 
local team and deal with multinationals of Buhler organizations around the 
world.
Candidates who lives near Thuwana and Thingangyun township will be 
preferable 
Please submit application to buhler.myanmar@gmail.com

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT (GIZ/011/2013)

National Expert- Accounting and Auditing in the Banking Sector
The Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
GmbH is a federal enterprise with worldwide operations. It supports the 
German Government in international cooperation for sustainable de-
velopment and in international education work. GIZcurrently runs three 
projects in Myanmar (1) Private Sector Development, (2) Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training, and (3) Financial Sector Develop-
ment (FSD).

For the FSD project, GIZ is hiring
	 Position	 :	 1 position
	 Location	 :	 Yangon
	 Contract period	 :	 Until September 2015
	 Starting date	 :	 As soon as possible; latest by February 1st
	
Responsibilities
The National Expert for Accounting and Auditing in the Banking Sector is 
responsible for 

•	 Coordinating relationship with other stakeholders such as Office 
of Auditor General of the Union (OAG), Myanmar Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants (MICPA), Central Bank of Myanmar 
(CBM), banks, etc. 

•	 Planning, organizing and delivery of workshops, roundtables 
from beginning to end.

•	 Organizing, attending and taking briefing notes during meet-
ings with stakeholders when international consultant is visiting 
Myanmar.

•	 Making follow up discussions of key stakeholders and answering 
queries on accounting and auditing issues.

•	 Analysis of financial statements of banks and insurance compa-
nies.  

Tasks
The National Expert performs the following tasks :

•	 Ensures that workshop/roundtables are organized on time and 
relevant participants are invited well before the events   

•	 Responds to emails and queries within 1 day and follow up with 
necessary actions   

•	 Prepares and update slides presentations on accounting and 
auditing

•	 Prepares feedback forms for workshops and training events
•	 Liaises with key stakeholders in Myanmar to follow up actions 

after missions of international consultant
•	 Analyze banks financial statements and extracting key disclo-

sures to contrast and compare good and bad disclosures
•	 Analyze IFRS and ISA standards and compile key sections of 

the standards
•	 Assist in planning and organizing study visits in other countries
•	 Performs other duties and tasks at the request of management.

Qualifications :
We are looking for a candidate who possesses:

•	 University Degree in Business Administration, Accounting or 
other relevant field plus CPA qualifications

•	 Minimum eight years of experience in Accounting/ Auditing or 
other related fields in international organization

•	 Good knowledge of workings of  MIICPA ,OAG , CBM and bank-
ing sector of Myanmar

•	 Effective organizational and multi-tasking ability
•	 Very good in English Language: spoken and writing
•	 Excellent computer skills ( Microsoft Office, Email, Internet )

Application procedure :
GIZ offers a competitive salary and a social benefits package. Please 
submit CV, including application letter and contact detail of two referees  
no later than November 30th 2013.
Deutsche GesellschaftfürInternationaleZusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
No 35 (B) / 15 New University Avenue ,Yangon, Myanmar (OR)
Fax: 01 860 5065 (OR) E-Mail: giz-myanmar@giz.de

For more information on GIZ, please visit at www.giz.de.
We are looking forward to receiving your application
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.
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SEBASTIAN Vettel will be focused on 
records and reconciliation this week-
end when he seeks an eighth consecu-
tive victory of the season at the United 
States Grand Prix.

The newly crowned four-time World 
Drivers Champion will overhaul fellow-
German Michael Schumacher’s all-time 
Formula One record if he is triumphant 
again at the Circuit of the Americas.

Seven-time champion Schumacher 
set his mark of seven wins in the 2004 
season for Ferrari and will be among 
the first to congratulate Vettel, 26, if he 
records another victory.

Only Italian Alberto Ascari has a 
better record, winning nine consecu-
tive races during the world champion-
ship’s Formula Two era in 1952-53.

Vettel began his winning run at the 
Belgian Grand Prix in August and has 
accumulated 11 this year.

Two more wins, in Texas and then 
in Sao Paulo, would lift him level with 
Schumacher’s record of 13 in a season, 
again set in 2004.

But Vettel, whose competitive in-
stincts remain undimmed by his suc-
cess, may have one eye also on soothing 
his oft-strained relationship with Red 
Bull teammate Mark Webber.

Webber will retire from Formula 
One after the final event in Brazil – to 
be replaced by fellow-Aussie Daniel 
Ricciardo – and will hope to bow out 
with a smile, if not on a high.

He admitted recently that he felt 
that Vettel was “in another category” 
and the German responded, ahead of 
this week’s penultimate event, by ac-
knowledging how much respect he has 
for his partner.

“We’ve always had respect on the 
track when we’ve been fighting each 
other,” he said. “I don’t think we’ve 
lacked respect. We’ve respected each 
other inside the car and the other’s 
abilities.

“As teammates for the last five years 
we’ve got to know each other very, very 
well. That means I know his strengths 
and I know ... not his weaknesses, but 
corners where I might have an advan-
tage for instance, and vice versa.

“It has always been very close, 
maybe closer than people remember, 
and I’ve appreciated that, so therefore I 
have enormous respect for him.

“Being honest, if you look back, 
we’ve not had the best relationship on 
a personal level.

“At the end of the day we’ve been 
very successful for the team, winning 
four constructors’ championships in a 
row, always scoring enough points for 
the team.”

Vettel made little of the furore that 
surrounded his decision to disobey 
team orders and snatch victory ahead 
of Webber earlier this year in Malaysia.

That omission could hint that he 
is prepared to repay a debt before the 
season ends, if the circumstances allow, 
by helping Webber win again before he 
leaves to go sportscar racing with Por-
sche.

The Australian would love to take 
his 10th Formula One Grand Prix win in 
his own style, of course, but is hardly 
likely to refuse a gift in an event that 
delighted all visitors a year ago.

In that race, Briton Lewis Ham-
ilton was in sparkling form and 
claimed a victory that he described as 
“one of my best ever” with McLaren, 
the team he left behind to join Mer-
cedes this year.

His replacement at McLaren, Mexi-
can Sergio Perez, has not worked out 
and the 23-year-old announced on 
Wednesday he will be leaving at the end 
of the season, so, like Webber he will be 
hungry to finish the season positively 
– his goal being to persuade a team to 
take him on for next year. – AFP

AUSTINJOHANNESBURG

Vettel looks 
to break 
Schumacher 
mark

World sport bodies welcome 
stricter anti-doping rules

GLOBAL sporting bodies 
voiced wide support for 
more stringent punish-
ment of athletes who use 
banned performance-en-

hancers as they discussed revised 
rules at a conference Wednesday.

Delegates welcomed longer bans 
for athletes caught doping inten-
tionally, which will change from two 
years to four when the new anti-dop-
ing code comes into effect in 2015.

But global athletics body the 
IAAF called for an even harder crack-
down on culprits, signalling “clean” 
athletes are frustrated that dopers 
sometimes go free amid low num-
bers of abnormal tests.

“The theme that came through 
time and time again is we are work-
ing for the clean athletes of the 
world,” said outgoing World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) president 
John Fahey after a second day of dis-
cussions.

“The overwhelming majority of 
athletes who made submissions ...  
made it abundantly clear that a more 
severe penalty was what they want-
ed,” Fahey told journalists.

FIFA backed four-year bans, but 
said doping risks were lower with 
fewer possible drugs and the global 
football body’s extensive screening 
programs.

“We have nothing against [the 
ruling] that civil violation of the anti-
doping regulations are sanctioned by 
four years,” FIFA chief medical officer 
Jiri Dvorak told AFP.

“Let’s put it in perspective. In 
football, we have somewhere be-
tween five to eight anabolic steroids 
cases a year so it’s not really a huge 
number.”

For the past three years FIFA 
has built up biological passports of 
athletes – a database of tests which 
helps to detect deviations outside 
normal levels in each individual.

The football body will continue to 
do this for the World Cup in Brazil 
next year, flying samples to Lausanne 
in Switzerland after WADA revoked 
the accreditation of the laboratory in 
Rio de Janeiro.

American anti-doping agency US-
ADA was also in favour of stringent 
punishments, a year after it handed 
a lifetime ban to fallen cycling hero 
Lance Armstrong.

“We support what clean athletes 
support,” USADA chief Travis Tygart 
said, adding that some sports-people 
had called for life bans in general, 
but later came down to four years.

Proportionality was the big word 
at the conference, with debates over 
whether the punishment fit the 
crime. – AFP

Spain’s Nuria Llagostera Vives, pictured in April 2008, has been suspended 
for two years after testing positive for methamphetamine at a tournament, the 
International Tennis Federation announced on November 11. Photo: AFP
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MUMBAI

Emotions run high as 
Tendulkar farewell begins
INDIAN cricket legend Sachin 

Tendulkar took to the pitch last 
Thursday for his 200th and final 
test, bidding farewell to his ador-
ing public and basking in tributes 

from fellow players, politicians and 
fans.

The 40-year-old is ending an interna-
tional career spanning nearly a quarter 
of a century during which he became 
the all-time leading test and one-day 
batsman and the only man to score 100 
international centuries.

The end of the “Little Master”, who 
has almost god-like status in his cricket 
mad country, has been met with na-
tionwide nostalgia for his sporting feats 
since his international debut in 1989.

Tendulkar, who led the team out 
onto the field in his home city of Mum-
bai, said the last 20 years had been 
“marked by some of the most challeng-
ing, exhilarating, poignant and memo-
rable moments of my life”.

“The game has seen so much 
change over the last two decades – 
from advances in technology, new for-
mats, yet the basic spirit and passion 
surrounding the game remains the 
same,” he wrote in a front-page Hin-
dustan Times piece.

Excitement ahead of the game has 

been building since he announced his 
intention to retire last month, with 
highlights of his innings and interviews 
looping on news channels.

“He’s not just a cricketer. For me he’s 
an ideal son, an ideal friend. The biggest 
thing about him is his humility,” said fan 
Himanshu Kapadia, queuing for entry 
to the stadium with his two sons.

“It’s a piece of history for me,” he said 
of the farewell match.

Many fans have expressed disap-
pointment that only 5000 tickets went 

on sale for the general public despite 
the 32,000 seats in the Wankhede sta-
dium, many of which are reserved for 
VIPs such as sponsors and cricket club 
members.

Such was the demand for tickets for 
the game against the West Indies that 
the main website selling them crashed 
within minutes of sales opening on 
Monday.

Footage broadcast on Indian televi-
sion showed Tendulkar leading the team 
out to the pitch and the toss taking place 
with a specially minted coin bearing his 
image on one side.

“We will be very fortunate if we get 
another Sachin,” Indian captain Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni said at the toss. “So it is 
important that we learn from the great 
man.”

Since 16-year-old Tendulkar made 
his debut in Karachi in 1989, he has 
racked up an astonishing 15,847 runs 
in 199 tests, helping India win the 2011 
World Cup and reach the top of the 
world rankings.

On the eve of his final match, which 
extends his record for Test appearances 
to 200, he thanked his fans on Twitter 
“from the bottom of my heart for 24 
years of support”.

Tendulkar’s wheelchair-bound moth-

er Rajni is due to watch her son bat for 
the first time after a special ramp was 
built for her at the south Mumbai sta-
dium, despite her previous fears that her 
presence at matches could bring him 
bad luck.

Along with Tendulkar murals, ban-
ners and billboards that have sprung 
up in the countdown, Mumbai’s tattoo 
parlours have reportedly seen a spike in 
requests for designs of the sporting icon.

“Since it was for Sachin Sir, I hardly 
felt any pain,” Rikin Dedhia told The 
Times of India after a smiling Tendulkar 
was etched on his upper arm.

Cricketing greats Brian Lara and 
Shane Warne have also flown in for the 
farewell game at Wankhede, where a 
huge security force has been deployed 
for the next five days.

“Sachin Tendulkar was the best bats-
man of my generation and it will be a 
privilege to be in Mumbai,” wrote Aus-
tralia’s Warne, who is commentating on 
the match.

British Prime Minister David Cam-
eron, on a visit to New Delhi, called him 
“absolutely an all-time great” and said 
he was an example and inspiration to 
cricket-lovers.

Father-of-two Tendulkar has avoid-

ed the limelight off the pitch and has 
steered clear of controversies, earning a 
reputation for modesty and self-control.

Despite his glowing reputation, his 
cricketing powers have waned in re-
cent years and some suggested that he 
should have retired earlier, with the lat-
est of his 51 test centuries back in Janu-
ary 2011 against South Africa. – AFP

‘Sachin Tendulkar was the best batsman of 
my generation and it will be a privilege to 
be in Mumbai.’

Former Australian bowler Shane Warne

Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar.
Photo: AFP
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IN BRIEF

London
Man U lose Carrick for up to six 
weeks 
Manchester United received a blow 
on Wednesday with the news that key 
midfielder Michael Carrick will be 
unavailable for up to six weeks due to 
an Achilles injury.

The 32-year-old withdrew from 
the England squad on Tuesday for 
the friendly games against Chile and 
Germany and faces a battle to return to 
fitness in time for Christmas.

“Manchester United midfielder 
Michael Carrick will be out for four to 
six weeks with an Achilles injury, the 
club has confirmed,” read a statement 
on the United website.

Carrick stands to miss league 
games against Cardiff, Tottenham, 
Everton and Newcastle United, as 
well as United’s final two Champions 
League games against Bayer Lev-
erkusen and Shakhtar Donetsk.

A six-week absence would also 
leave him unavailable for the league 
game at Aston Villa on December 15, 
as well as the League Cup quarter-
final against Stoke City three days later.

Johannesburg
Armstrong ban reduction talk  
‘premature’: USADA 
Any discussion on a reduction of fallen 
cycling star Lance Armstrong’s lifetime 
ban is “premature” and “speculative” 
until he offers information about dop-
ing, US Anti-Doping Agency chief Travis 
Tygart told AFP last week.

“Technically it’s a possibility for him 
to receive a reduction,” Tygart said on 
the sidelines of the World Conference 
on Doping in Sport. 

London
Eccelstone says his trial “good” 
for F1 
Formula One boss Bernie Ecclestone 
insisted Monday that a trial where he 
has been accused of making a “corrupt 
bargain” was good for the sport. 

German media group Constantin 
Medien, which claims it lost out in a 
deal to sell the Formula One group, 
has launched legal action against the 
83-year-old British tycoon and three 
other defendants. Constantin is seek-
ing over US$100 million in damages.

Ecclestone says the claim “lacks 
any merit” and has denied being party 
to any form of “conspiracy”. – AFP

MANNY Pacquiao’s trainer 
Freddie Roach said he 
would order the Filipino 
boxing great to retire if 
he suffers a bad loss in 

this week’s comeback fight against 
Brandon Rios.

The flamboyant Roach backed 
Pacquiao for a fifth- or sixth-round 
knockout of the American in their 
November 24 World Boxing Organi-
sation welterweight title bout in  
Macau.

But if the fight does not go accord-
ing to plan, he said he would have no 
hesitation in telling Pacquiao to quit 
the sport after what would be his 
third straight defeat.

And Roach, a former boxer who 
suffers from Parkinson’s disease, said 
they had an “agreement” that Pac-
quiao would retire if advised to by 
his trainer.

“If I see he is slowing down and 
slipping in the fight I will be the first 
one to tell him,” Roach told journal-
ists via conference call from Pacqui-
ao’s training camp in General Santos 
City, the Philippines, late on Novem-
ber 13.

“We have an agreement that I 
will tell him that and he will retire. 
I don’t see him slipping in the gym 
at this moment and he’s doing re-
ally well. He’s fired up and anxious 
to get back in the ring and I see good 
things.

“If things don’t go well we will 
talk about retirement and going into 
politics full-time or something like 
that.”

Pacquiao, who is nearly 35 and 
was regarded as one of the best 
pound-for-pound boxers of his gen-
eration when he won world titles in 
eight weight divisions, is currently a 
member of Congress in the Philip-
pines. He has not fought in nearly 
a year since he was knocked out by 

Mexico’s Juan Manuel Marquez in 
the sixth round in Las Vegas last De-
cember.

It was Pacquiao’s second consecu-

tive defeat after he lost a controver-
sial split decision to Timothy Bradley 
six months earlier – his first loss in 
seven years.

Pacquiao’s build-up to the “must 
win” fight with Rios has been  
disrupted by super typhoon Haiyan, 
which killed thousands of people and 

left hundreds of thousands homeless 
when it swept through central re-
gions of the Philippines.

But Roach said he had told Pac-

quiao that it was impossible to take 
time out of training to visit survivors 
and survey aid efforts in the affected 
areas.

“He told me he wanted to go 
down on Sunday but it’s too close 
to the fight for him to take any time 
off and we talked about that,” Roach 
said. “He is focused on the fight still 
but obviously it is a big distraction 
because it killed all of those people.

“We do talk about it in the gym 
– about how many people got killed 
in the storm and how many more 
have been affected. He is concerned 
about it, yes, very much. But I think 
we have him pretty much on track on 
the fight.

“He knows it’s a big fight and he 
knows it’s a must-win situation and 
it’s bigger than that because he has 
to win for the country also, not just 
his boxing career. He knows he has 
to win for the people and he told me 
that yesterday.

“They seem to be inspiring each 
other.”

Roach added that Pacman was 
“90 percent ready” to face “fat guy” 
Rios, who is seven years younger and 
1.5 inches taller than the 5-foot-6.5-
inch (1.69-metre) Filipino southpaw.

He said if Pacquiao wins in Ma-
cau, they will seek a rematch with 
Marquez as a priority ahead of the 
long-awaited match-up with unde-
feated American Floyd Mayweather.

“We want Marquez one more 
time, yes. That’s the fight we want,” 
he said. “Mayweather too of course, 
but Marquez, he got lucky and we 
want to take that back.”

Pacquiao ends his training camp 
and departs for Macau on Monday, 
ahead of the fight which will be held 
next Sunday morning local time so 
as to be live for Saturday evening TV 
audiences in the United States. 

– AFP

SINGAPORE

Macau fight may be 
Pacquiao’s last: trainer

‘If things don’t go well we will talk about 
retirement.’

Freddie Roach, Pacquiao’s trainer




