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Contribution of forum helps Myanmar reintegrate
Into International community

Nay Pyr Taw, 7
June—President U
Thein Seintogether with
PhilippinePresident Mr
Benigno Aquino and
Chairperson of World
Economic Forum 2013
Prof Kalus Schwab took
part in a special round

table discussion, at
Myanmar |nternation-
a Convention Center,
here, this afternoon.
Theforumchairper-
son tried to find out the
benefits of Myanmar’s
reform process, pov-
erty reduction scheme

A Symbol of Myanmar handed over.

and holding of the fo-
rum; and the Philippine
President expressed his
opinion on ongoing de-
velopment undertakings
of Myanmar, comparing
with changesand ongo-
ing reforms of Philip-
pines.

TheMyanmar Presi-
dent explained progress
in ensuring peace and
the rule of law, end-
ing of armed conflicts,
implementing poverty
aleviation scheme, the
need for foreign invest-
ment, technology and

human resources, and
acquisition of technol o-
gies, contribution of the
forumto help Myanmar
reintegrate into inter-
national community,
experience and advice
from outside world
during the forum. He

also praised the success
stories of the Philip-
pines in three decades,
describing Philippines’
reforms in education
system and success sto-
ries as a good example
for Myanmar.
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Fire engines, hoses donated to
fire brigade in Dala

DarLa, 7 June—
Kyansittha Ward Lake
and Water Supervisory
Committee of Dala
Township donated two
fire engines and hoses
and Daw Hnin Le Phyu
of Lovely Friends Co Ltd
one fire engine and hose to
KyansitthaWard Auxiliary
Fire Brigade on 2 June.

On the occasion, the
township administrator
said that the fire engines
and hoses will be kept

at the office of the ward
administrator soasto easily
putout the fire if necessary.
It is because fire engines
cannot get easy access to
some narrow and carving
lanes.

Afterthat, thetownship
administrator accepted
documents related to the
fire engines donated by
wellwishers.

The fire engines
and hoses were worth K
600,000.—Kyemon-611
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Trap cameras to cover nature of wildlife at Htamanthi
Sancutary

Nay Py1 Taw, 7 June—
Lifeof tigersintheHtamanthi
wildlife sanctuary could be
covered from Trap Cameras
installed in the sanctuary.
Thevideo documentary and
photoswerefoundin March
2013.

Htamanthi Wildlife
Sanctuary is located in
Hkamti and Homalin
townships of Sagaing
Region. It is one of the
regions giving priority
to tiger conservation in

YANGON, 7 June—
The 1% Myanmar Senior
PGA Championship 2013
organized by Myanmar
Senior PGA kicked off
at Yangon Golf Club
(Danyingon) in Insein
Township of Yangon
Region yesterday morning.

Patron of Myanmar

YANGON, 7 June—
Under the supervision of
Myanmar Golf Federation,
the2™ Junior Golf Myanmar
Tournament 2013 was
opened at the City Golf
Club(NgweThawda), here,
yesterday morning.

The ceremony was

Myanmar Senior PGA Championship kicks off

Golf Federation Maj-Gen
WinHlaing (Rtd), Chairman
of Myanmar Senior PGA U
SanNaung, Vice-Presidents
of MGF U Min Thein and
Secretary of Yangon Golf
Club U Aung Kyi teed off
at the opening ceremony to
launch the first round.

A total of 27 golfersare

2" Junior Golf Myanmar Tournament

2013 kicks off

attended by Vice-Presidents
of Myanmar Golf Federation
U Aung Kyi, U Min Thein
and U Tint Oo, General
Secretary U Aung Hla Han
and executives, guests and
golf enthusiasts.

Y angon City
Development Committee

taking part in the Myanmar
Senior PGA.

The tournament was
sponsored by Tiger Golf,
Han Golf Masters Pte Ltd,
KM Golf Centre, 100 Plus,
Imperial Jade Purified
DrinkingWater and'Y angon
Golf Club.

Kyemon-Shine Htet Zaw

Secretary U Kyaw Soe,
Committee member U Soe
Si, Vice-PresidentsU Aung
Kyi and U Tint Oo teed off
the championship.

A total of 36 golfers
participated in the
competition.

MNA

Over 3400 globetrotters visit
Shwedagon Pagoda within five days

YANGON, 7 June—A
total of 3400 globetrotters
visited Shwedagon Pagoda
within five days.

From 1to 5 June, 3417
tourists visited there. So,
the pagodaboard of trustees
fetched US$ 17055 and FEC
30asentrancefeefromthem.

Themost of thetourists

were 619 from Thailand,
372 from the US, 249 from
Japan, 248 from Britain and
241 fromRepublicof Korea.
The least visitors were five
from Cambodia, 11 from
Laos, 17 from Sri Lanka, 23
from Norway and 45 from
Sweden.

Although now is rainy

season, the globetrotters are
till interested invisiting the
Shwedagon Pagoda.

Last month, a total of
24427 tourists visited the
pagodawith 788 on monthly
average.

In May, the pagoda
board of trustees collected
US$ and FEC 122,135
as entrance fees from the
foreignvisitorsandreceived
US$ and FEC 11126 as
donations.—Kyemon-Htet

Myanmar.

As of December 2012,
the Forest Department
and Britain-based British
Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) has been jointly
conducting the primary
survey on nature of wildlife
in the parks and sanctuaries
including Htamanthi
Wildlife Sanctuary by
installing trap cameras.
Their works are aimed at
broadcasting the series
of wildlife documents of
Myanmar based on their
observations.

Todoso, thejointgroup

installed40Bushnell Trophy
Camera (model 119435)
models trap cameras.

The devices can catch
theimagesthroughinfrared.
They installed the cameras
at the trees and posts on
the routes of wildlife. The

durable batteries are used
in the cameras.

Depending on the
species of wildlife, the
cameras are to be kept on
their routesfrom sevendays
to 45 days.—Kyemon-
Forest Department

Illegal commodities seized on Tamu-Kalay-

Tamu, 7 June—Under
the leadership of District
Management Chairman
under the supervision
of Sagaing Region
Government, the mobile
team was formed with
personnel of Customs
Department, Myanmar
Police Force, Bureau of
Special Investigation,
Special Anti-Drug Corps,
Forest Department,
Transport Department,
Agriculture Department
and UMFCCI and media
persons at Tamu border
area.

On 29 May, the
mobile team discharges
duty of checking vehicles
where they carried the
loads of unlicensed and
illegal commodities at the
checkpint on Tamu-Kal ay-
Kalewa Road, six miles

Enthusiasts
join basic
driving course
in Loikaw

Loikaw, 7 June—The
basic driving course No.
1/2013 was opened at
the Forward Commodity
Transport Camp (Loikaw)
of the Transport Department
under the Ministry of Rail
Transportation on 1 June.

Kayah StateMinister for
Transport U Chit Hla made
an opening speech.

Managing Director U
San Myint Oo of Transport
Department explained the
purpose of conducting the
training course.

Trainers provided
trainees with modern
teaching equipment in the
driving course—Kyemon

Kalewa Road

from Tamu.

The team seized
20 India-made illegal
Hero brand bicycles
from the vehicle and 1.5
million rupees from the
motorbike driven by U
Ciin Lyan Thang on the
road. They also found
illegal commodities such
as rice cookers, radios,
aluminium buckets, torch
lights, steel food carriers

without owners which
were stockpiled beside
the detours near the border
areas. They also saw India-
made medicines in four
boxesworth K 1.6 million.
Action was taken against
Indian rupee possessor U
Ciin Lyan Thang at Tamu
Police Station and action
was taken over the seized
commodities.

Kyemon-WinNaing (Tamu)

DHF prevention conducted
in Insein Township

Y ANGON, 7 June—An-
ti-mosquito campaign and
sanitationwerecarried out
in Nathagon Ward of In-
sein Township of Yangon
North District yesterday.

Under thesupervision
of Township Administra-
tor U Kyaw Tint, local
authorities, members of
Auxiliary Fire Brigade,
Maternal and Child Wel-
fare Association, local
people, health staff led by
TownshipMedical Officer
Dr Daw Naw Thandar Swe
and personnel participated
in the tasks of sanitation

at drains and roads, fu-
migating for prevention
against dengue hemor-
rhagic fever.

Likewise, under the
arrangement of the Town-
ship General Administra-
tion Depart-ment, local
people joined the tasks
to clean basic education
schoolsand environsinthe
districtand chlorinated the
water tanks.

Similar activitieswere
undertakenat BEPSNo. 14
and No. 15 in Myothit C
Ward of Insein Township.

Kyemon-684




French President Francois Hollande (L) and Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe shake hands before their
meeting at Abe’s office in Tokyo on 7 June, 2013.
Kyopo NEws

Japan, Franceto agreeto
discuss dual-use exports

Tokyo, 7 June—The
leaders of Japan and France
are set to agree on Friday
to start intergovernmental
talks on exports of dual-use
items that can be diverted
for military purposes, with
Japan hoping to stem ex-
ports of such items from
France to China

After their meeting
in Tokyo, Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and
French President Francois
Hollande are expected to
release a statement on joint
development of defence
equipment and research
cooperation on  nuclear
power-related technology,
according to Japanese of-
ficials.

Their meeting comes
amid Japanese concern over
a deal between France and
Chinathat cameto light late
last year involving the sale
of equipment needed for
helicoptersto land on ships.

France, for its part, has
been seeking joint develop-
ment of defence equipment
with  Japan, something
which has been made pos-
sible by Tokyo's decision
in December 2011 to relax

its ban on arms exports.
Friday’s deal would make
France the third country to
enter into such an arrange-
ment after the United States
and Britain.

Besides strengthening
bilateral security ties, Japan
and France, which possess
the world’s leading nuclear
power technology, will also
seek to promote exports
of nuclear power plants to
emerging economies.

During a meeting in
Ankara in early May, Abe
and his Turkish counter-
part Recep Tayyip Erdogan
welcomed the granting of
the exclusive negotiating
right for construction of
the Sinop nuclear power
plant in northern Turkey
to a joint venture between
Japan’s Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries Ltd and France's
Areva SA.

During his three-day
trip to Japan through Satur-
day, Hollande, who is visit-
ing the country for the first
time ever and doing so as a
state guest, is expected to
deliver a speech in the Jap-
anese parliament on Friday
afternoon.—Kyodo News
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‘W ASHINGTON, 7
June—Chinese President
Xi Jinping and his US
counterpart, Barack Oba-
ma, are scheduled to meet
on Friday and Saturday for
the first time since both
countries completed their
latest leadership change.

During the summit,
arranged at the Sunnylands
estate, California, the two
leaders will focus on the
“big picture” of leading
bilateral relations forward

lysts say. Through informal
working meetings and face-
to-faceinteractions, observ-
ers say, the leaders of the
world's top two economies
will also cultivate a closer
personal relationship.

“l think it is a very
timely initiative, and a very
much needed one,” former
US National Security Ad-
viser Zbigniew Brzezinski
said of the summit in are-
cent interview with Xinhua.

“The  American-Chi-

Xi-Obama summit to focus on “big picture’
of China-USties

ship of the world. Global
economic  stability and
global security very much
depend on the healthy,
friendly, cooperative and
mutually accommodat-
ing relationship between
America and China,” he
noted. In the eyes of former
US Ambassador to China
Stapleton Roy, the fact that
the get-together is their first
since Xi became president
and Obama was re-elected
“makes the meeting all the

Chinese President Xi

EU agrees to tighten its ban on “shark finning”

BrusseLs, 7 June—The
European Union agreed
on Thursday to tighten
an existing ban on “shark
finning”, or slicing fins off
sharks often while they are
still aive, which environ-
mental campaigners say is
cruel and threatens the sur-
vival of some species. Once
the change comes into ef-
fect, the ban will forbid
shark finning by all vessels
in EU watersand by all EU-
registered vessels anywhere
in the world, a move its
supporters believe will put

pressure on countries where
the practice is common.
“Shark finning is one
of the main threats to the
shark population,” said
Sandrine Polti, policy ad-
viser to the Shark Alliance.
“We're now in a much bet-
ter position to push for a
global shark-finning ban.”
A surge in demand for
shark fins, mostly for soup
and traditional medicine in
Asig, and in particular Chi-
na, means they can fetch
up to 1,000 euros (841.5
pounds) each. The proposed

new law, approved by EU
ministers and expected to
come into effect later this
year, closes a loophole in
EU rules by which fisher-
men with special permits
are till alowed to remove
fins from shark carcasses at
sea. Under the tighter rules,
fishermen will have to land
all sharks with their fins at-
tached, although they will
be alowed to slice partly
through each fin and fold it
against the carcass for ease
of storage and handling.
Reuters

Next UStrade chief to ask Japan for more
access to auto market

WASHINGTON, 7 June
—The top US trade rep-
resentative-nominee  on
Thursday indicated he
would urge Japan to ex-
pand US access to its auto
market through negotia-
tions for the Trans-Pacific
Partnership free trade pact.

Mike Froman told a
congressional hearing that
the US government has re-

garded domestic calls for
expanded U.S. access to the
Japanese market through re-
duction in nontariff barriers
as “a central focus’ during
preparatory talks toward Ja
pan’s joining the TPP nego-
tiations.

Froman, who now
serves as deputy security ad-
viser for international eco-
nomic affairs to President

Obama administration defends massive phonerecord
collection

WASHINGTON, 7 June—
The Obama administration
on Thursday defended its
collection of the telephone
records of millions of Ameri-
cans as part of US counter-
terrorism efforts, re-igniting
a fierce debate over privacy
even as it cdled the pro-
gramme critical to warding
off an attack.

The admission came &f-

ter Britain's Guardian news-
paper published on Wednes
day a secret court order
authorizing the collection of
phone records generated by
millions of Verizon Commu-
nications customers.

Privacy advocates
blasted the order as uncon-
dtitutional government sur-
veillance and cdled for a
review of the program amid

renewed concerns about in-
telligence-gathering  efforts
launched after the 11 Sept,
2001, attacks on the United
States.

The revelation aso put
a spotlight on the handling
of intelligence and privacy
issues by President Barack
Obama’'s  administration,
which already is under fire
for searching the telephone

records of Associated Press
journdistsand theemailsand
phone records of a Fox News
Channel reporter aspart of its
inquiries into leaked govern-
ment information.

“The United States
should not be accumulating
phone records on tens of mil-
lions of innocent Americans.
That is not what democracy
is about.—Xinhua

Barack Obama, made the
remarks during a hearing at
the Finance Committee of
the Senate on endorsement
of Obama’s naming him as
next trade chief. Froman
also said the TPP gives the
United States the opportu-
nity to protect its gains in
the auto industry and build
on “that strength going for-
ward.”—Kyodo News

while taking care of both neserelationshipisthemost more significant.” Jinping.
sides interests, US ana- important bilateral relation- Xinhua XINHUA
Workersly N chief Ban
out pieces
of shark fin welcomes
todryona
rooftopof — talks between
a factory
building in North and
Hong Kong
on2Jan,  SOUth Korea
2013.
REUTERS NEw York, 7 June—

UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon welcomed an
agreement by North and
South Korea to engage
in government to govern-
ment talks, his spokesman
said Thursday. The UN
chief considers the move
to be “an encouraging de-
velopment towards reduc-
ing tensions and promot-
ing peace and stability on
the Korean Peninsula”
Ban's spokesman, Martin
Nesirky said.

The new develop-
ment follows months of
heightened tension in the
region, including the third
underground nuclear test
carried out in February by
the North and the shutting
of the jointly administered
Kaesong Industrial com-
plexin April.

South  Korea on
Thursday accepted North
Korea's cal for the talks
aimed at normalizing two
suspended  inter-Korean
economic business ven-
tures and tackling other
pending issues between the
two sides and offered to
host a ministerial dialogue
in Seoul next Wednes
day.—Kyodo News

A photo illustration shows the Verizon wireless logos
on a mobile phone screen in Encinitas, California on
6 June, 2013.—REUTERS
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Paris, 7 June—The
record-breaking  Ariane
5 has successfully lifted
off from the Spaceport in
French Guiana at 21:52
GMT on Wednesday with
a heavy-lift mission to
orbit Europe's fourth Au-
tomated Transfer Vehicle
(ATV-4) for servicing of
the International Space
Sation, media reported on
Thursday.

This new launch mis-
sion, designed Flight

VA213 in Arianespace’s
series, used an Ariane 5
ES version equipped with
a storable propellant upper
stage, with a flight time of
just over one hour.

During the mission,
the upper stage performed
two burns that were sepa-
rated by a ballistic coast
phase, after which the
ATV was injected into a
circular orbit at 260 km
atitude, about 64 minutes
after liftoff.

Facebook paresad options,
simplifies marketing tools

A smartphone user shows the Facebook application on
his phonein the central Bosnian town of Zenica, in this
photo illustration, on 2 May, 2013. —REUTERS

SaNn  Francisco, 7
June—Facebook Inc is
eliminating various types of
advertisements on its web-
site in an effort to simplify
a system that it acknowl-
edged was confusing mar-
keters.

The worlds No 1
social network, which is
seeking to revive revenue
growth, will still display
adsinside users newsfeeds
and on the right-hand side
of itsweb pages. But it will
sharply reduce the options
marketers can choose for
those so-called ad units.

“What we redlized is
that even though every ad
product is really good on
its own, the whole is less
than the sum of its parts.
It should redly be sim-
pler,” Fidji Simo, a Face-
book product manager for
ads, said at an event at the
company’s Menlo Park,
Cadlifornia headquarters on
Thursday.

The changes will be
rolled out over the coming
weeks and months. Face-
book said the streamlined
system would not affect
pricing onitsads, but would
not comment when asked
how the changes could af-
fect overall revenue.

Advertising accounts
for 85 percent of Face-
book’s revenue, and it is
trying to reinvigorate rev-
enue growth following a

sharp slowdown early last
year.

With consumers in-
creasingly accessing Fa
cebook on mobile devices
such as smartphones, Face-
book has scrambled to roll
out new types of ad for-
mats suited to small mobile
screens. Facebook has also
begun letting advertisers
show ads based on users
Web browsing history and
has introduced tools that
alow marketers to better
measure ad effectiveness.

The company iswidely
expected to introduce video
ads this year, but it made
no mention of them at the
event on Thursday.

Facebook shares have
fallen about 15 percent so
far thisyear, compared with
the Dow Jones industrial
average's 14 percent rise.

As part of the changes,
marketers will no longer be
asked to choose from a list
of 27 different ad units. In-
stead, marketers will pick
from six or seven objec-
tives, such as driving foot
traffic to a real-world store
or generating “likes’ for a
company’s page.

“Offers’ ads for prod-
uct discount coupons, for
example, will no longer be
a separate category for on-
line merchants. Instead, a
general ad unit will include
the link for a coupon.

Reuters
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Ariane 5 lifts off with record-setting Automated Transfer
Vehicle payload

“l am delighted with
this success, the 69th
launch of an Ariane 5 and
—as importantly - the 55th
consecutive successfor this
launcher, which continues
to set records not only for
reliability, but aso for its
availability—as  demon-
strated once again with
a perfect countdown this
evening,” said Stephane
Israel, Arianespace Chair-
man and CEO from the
Spaceport’ s control room.

WASHINGTON, 7 June—
An international team of
researchers reported on
Thursday they have dis-
covered an intriguing
clue that could help solve
a long-standing mystery
about how dust particles
grow to larger sizes so that
they can eventually form
planets.

By imaging the outer
regions of a young solar
system known as Oph IRS
48, which resides approxi-
mately 390 light-years
from our Earth, astrono-
mers have discovered a
crescent-shaped  structure

The Ariane vehicle
delivered atotal lift perfor-
mance of 20,252 kg, which
included 19,887 kg for
ATV, making this resupply
spacecraft the largest pay-
load ever to be orbited by
an Ariane launcher.

The ATV-4, orbited
by Ariane 5 and named af -
ter German-born physicist
Albert Einstein, carries a
record payload of 2,480 kg
dry cargo with more than
1400 items.—Xinhua

The Ariane 5 rocket lifts off at Europe’s Spaceport in
Kourou, French Guiana, on 14 May, 2009.
REUTERS

Dust trap” help create planets

known as a “dust trap.”
The researchers speculate
that this newly discovered
feature is actually a protec-
tive cocoon where the criti-
cal early steps of planet
formation can take place.
Astronomers now
know that planets around
other stars are plentiful,
but when they try to model
the evolution of dust grains
into pre-planetary bodies,
such as pebbles and boul-
ders, they run into a prob-
lem. Once dust grains grow
to a certain size, they tend
to self-destruct, either by
colliding with other grains

or by being drawn into
their central star.

“There is a major hur-
dle in the long chain of
events that leads from tiny
dust grains to planet-sized
objects,” said Til Birnstiel,
aresearcher at the Harvard-
Smithsonian Centrefor As-
trophysics, and co-author
on the paper published in
the journal Science.

“In computer models
of planet formation, dust
grains must grow from
submicron sizes to objects
up to ten times the mass of
the Earth in just afew mil-
lion years. But once parti-

European cyber cop declares Microsoft’s
Citadel bust a success

AMSTERDAM/BOSTON,
7 June—Europol said a
global effort led by Micro-
soft Corp to stop one of
the world's biggest cyber-
crime rings has succeeded
in wiping out the malicious
computer networks that the
gang used, known as the
Citadel Botnets.

Microsoft's  Digital
Crimes Unit, with help from
authorities in more than 80
countries, on Wednesday
cut off the servers control-
ling as many as 5 million
infected PCs that belonged
to the Citadel cyber crime
operation, which is be-
lieved to have stolen more
than $500 million from
bank accounts over the past
18 months.

“Basically the Citadel
bug is now clean,” Troels
Qerting, head of Europol’s
European Cybercrime
Center, said on Thursday.

The details are dtill
emerging about the indi-
vidual roles that dozens of
countries across Europe
and Asiaplayed in bringing
down the estimated 1,400
botnets that were part of the
Citadel operation.

Andy Archibald, inter-
im Deputy Director of Brit-
ain’s National Cyber Crime
Unit, said on Thursday that
his agency had seized “a
number of servers’ as part
of the effort and was closely
working with the FBI on its
investigation into Citadel.

Archibald said foren-

A man types on a computer keyboard in Warsaw in this
on 28 Feb, 2013 illustration file picture.
REUTERS

Sics experts were examin-
ing the servers.

Microsoft said on
Wednesday that it had col-
lected forensic evidence
from two US-based I nternet
hosting providers, under a
federal court order that the
company obtained by fil-
ing a civil lawsuit against
the unknown operators of
Citadel.

An FBI spokeswoman
said she could not immedi-
ately say whether the evi-
dence collected had brought
investigators any closer to
catching the culprits behind
Citadel.

Citadel was used
against dozens of finan-
cial institutions by steal-
ing passwords with key
logging software. The
victims include American
Express, Bank of America,
Citigroup, Credit Suisse,
eBay’s PayPal, HSBC, JP-
Morgan Chase, Royal Bank
of Canadaand Wells Fargo,
Microsoft said.

Botnets are armies
of infected personal com-
puters, or bots, which run
software forcing them to
regularly check in with and
obey “command and con-
trol” servers operated by
hackers.

Reuters

cles grow larger enough,
they begin to pick up speed
and either collide, send-
ing them back to square
one, or slowly drift inward,
thwarting further growth,”
Birnstiel said in a state-
ment.

To save dust grains
from this fate, astronomers
have proposed that a vor-
tex, essentially a “bump”
in the disk, would produce
aregion known as dust trap
that enable dust particlesto
cling together, eventually
setting the stage for thefor-
mation of larger and larger
objects.—Xinhua

Russian
Arctic-

mapping
satellite
malfunctions

Moscow, 7 June—A
Russian satellite launched
last year to map the Arc-
tic has stopped working, a
space industry source told
the Interfax news agency on
Thursday, in the latest dis-
appointment for the coun-
try’ s once-pioneering space
programme.

The orbiter, Zond-
PP, was the first of five
Earth-mapping  satellites
being developed by Rus
sia. Launched in July 2012,
it was expected to have a
three-year life span.

“Zond-PP is declared
lost due to a technical mal-
function,” the source told
Interfax, but added experts
were working to try to re-
vive the probe.

The satellite was
equipped to monitor ocean
salinity levels and land hu-
midity to help Russian me-
teorologists model ocean
currents and ice floes in the
Arctic. It was a'so intended
to test imaging systems
to detect oil and benzene
spills.

Reuters



New York, 7 June—
Major US retail chains, in-
cluding Costco Wholesale
Corp (COST.O) and Vic-
toria’s Secret, on Thursday
reported sales increases for
May that suggested con-
sumer spending continues
to improve moderately.

Costco said sales at
stores open at least a year,
or same-store sales, rose 5
percent last month, com-
ing in dightly below Wall
Street forecasts because of
lower gasoline prices. Fresh
food and tools for home re-
pair were strong categories,
Costco said.

L BrandsInc (LTD.N),
parent company of Vic-
toria’'s Secret and Bath &
Body Works, said same-
store sales rose 3 per-
cent, compared with Wall
Street’s  expectations  of
3.2 percent. The company
expects a similar jump in
June. Gap Inc (GPS.N) re-
sults were lifted by brisk
sales at its namesake chain
and at lower-price chain
Old Navy, with company-
wide same-store sales up 7
percent, well above expec-
tations.

Same-store sdles for
the 11 US chainsthat report
May sales rose 4.8 percent.
Wall Street was expecting
a 3.7 percent increase for
the four weeks ended on 2
June, according to Thom-

ThePill

New York, 7 June—
Women who use birth
control pills are less likely
to develop ovarian cancer
later in life, a new analy-
sis of past studies suggests.
Researchers pooled data
from 24 studies and found
Pill users had a 27 percent
lower risk of being diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer.
And longer use seemed to
be tied to more protection.

“It reinforces that there
is a positive relationship
between the use of oral
contraceptives and ovarian
cancer prevention in the
general public,” said Dr.
Laura Havrilesky, who led
the study at the Duke Uni-
versity School of Medicine
in Durham, North Carolina.
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Retailers salesrisein May, spending stays moder ate

Shoppers push a trolley outside a Costco Wholesale
storein Los Angeles, California on 6 March, 2013.
REUTERS

son Reuters. Gap accounted
for amost all of the outper-
formance.

Shares in the S& P Re-
tail Index (.SPXRT) closed
the day up 1.2 percent.

A drop in gas prices,
a steadily improving job
market, higher home values
and a jump last month in
the stock market have con-
tributed to improvement in
consumers’ mood and will-
ingness to spend, an analyst
with Accenture said.

“People who are in a
job are comfortable with
what they have, and sta-
bility leads to optimism,”
Chris Donnelly, a manag-
ing director at Accenture,
told Reuters.

But the economic re-
covery is till not al that
robust: private employ-
ers added 135,000 jobs in
May, the ADP National

Employment Report said
on Wednesday, which was
much less than expected.

So, shoppers are still
cautious and price con-
scious, Donnelly said.

At its peak in 2006,
the monthly same-store
sales index included 68
companies ranging from
Wal-Mart Stores Inc to
Starbucks Corp, making
it a much more significant
gauge of consumer spend-
ing than the current index
of 11 companies.

The International
Council of Shoppers Cen-
tres expects same-store
salesto rise 3 percent to 3.5
percent in June, the same
pace as recent months.

Costco, which offers
members deep discounts
on everything from gas to
gardening tools, has been
one of the big winners in

the recession and the slow
recovery that has followed.

Stein Mart Inc
(SMRT.O), a chain that of-
fers low-cost fashion, has
also benefited. Its same-
store sales were up 8.2 per-
cent, well above the 2 per-
cent rise analysts projected.

Discount generad
merchandise chain Fred's
Inc (FRED.O) showed a
smaller-than-expected fall
in sales, while teen retailer
The Buckle (BKE.N) and
drugstore chain Walgreen
Co (WAG.N) also reported
better than expected sales.

American Apparel
Inc (APP.A) continued its
turnaround and reported a
10 percent jump in same-
store sales, the biggest gain
among the companies re-
porting.

In addition to Fred's,
two other chains report-
ed a drop in May same-
store sales. Cato Corp
(CATO.N), said same-store
salesfell 2 percent, asmall-
er drop than expected.

Rite Aid Corp
(RAD.N) same-store sales
fell 1.5 percent, largely be-
cause of the introduction
of severa generic drugs,
which are less expensive
for consumers, in the last
year. But sales of genera
merchandise like toothpaste
and greeting cards at Rite
Aid rose—Reuters

tied to lower ovarian cancer risk

“l think it adds some
scientific weight to that re-
lationship.” However, the
review paper can't prove
that using ora contracep-
tion lowers a woman’s risk
of disease—because there
could have been other, un-
measured differences be-
tween women who took the
Pill and those who didn't,
researchers noted.

About one in 72 wom-
en will be diagnosed with
ovarian cancer during her
lifetime, according to the
American Cancer Society.

The disease is often
caught at an advanced
stage, and the majority of
women who are diagnosed
will die from ovarian can-
cer. So researchers are ea-

An
illustration
picture
shows a
woman
holding a
birth control
pill at her
homein
Niceon 3
January,
2013.
REUTERS

ger to find ways to lower a
woman's chance of devel-
oping it in the first place.

Eating a healthy diet
and maintaining a normal
weight may be one way to
do that. Some studies have
suggested that using birth
control pills—which con-
tain the hormones estrogen
and progestin or proges-
tin only—may aso lower
a woman's risk over the
long run. To clear up that
picture, Havrilesky and her
colleagues combined data
from 24 studies that com-
pared thousands of women
who took the Pill for vari-
ous lengths of time, a a
range of ages, with those
who didn’t use oral contra-
ception.

Any use of the Pill was
linked to a lower risk of
ovarian cancer, they found.
Women who were on birth
control pills for 10 years or
longer were half aslikely to
develop the disease asthose
who didn’t use them at all,
the study team reported
Wednesday in Obstetrics &
Gynecol ogy.

If the Pill itself was re-
sponsible for that reduced
risk, the researchers cal-

culated that 185 women
would have to use it for five
years to prevent one case of
ovarian cancey.

But, because none of
the studies randomly as-
signed women to take the
Pill or not—each woman
made the decision with her
own doctor— it's not clear
that the contraceptives,
themselves, explain the
whole cancer difference.

The researchers said
there hasn't been enough
time to study how the spe-
cific hormone formulations
in contemporary birth con-
trol pills affect ovarian can-
cer risk decades down the
line.

Because of that and
other limitations, women
should use “considerable
caution” when figuring the
new findings into their own
personal decisions about
the Pill, they wrote.

What's more, other
research suggests women
who take the Pill are at a
higher risk of developing
cervical cancer, said Ed-
uardo Franco, head of can-
cer epidemiology at McGill
University in  Montreal,
Canada—Reuters
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USreports 61 hepatitis A
caseslinked to frozen berries

WASHINGTON, 7 June—
At least 61 people in seven
US states have been infect-
ed in an outbreak of hepa-
titis A connected to frozen
berries, the US Centres for
Disease Control and Infec-
tion said on Thursday.

The cases, which are
now seen inthe statesof Ar-
izona, California, Colorado,
Hawaii, Nevada, New Mex-
ico and Utah, are expected
to grow in numbers as the
investigation continues, the
CDC said on its website,
adding that 11 people have
been hospitalized but no
deaths have been reported.

The outbreak, which
began in April, may be
linked to the Organic Anti-
oxidant Blend frozen berry
and pomegranate mix sold
by an Oregon-based com-
pany caled Townsend
Farms, the CDC said.

Earlier this week, the

company voluntarily re-
called the frozen berry
mixes, which were sold to
Costco under the product
name Townsend Farms Or-
ganic Antioxidant Blend,
and Harris Teeter stores,
under the product name
Harris Teeter Organic An-
tioxidant Berry Blend, ac-
cording to the Food and
Drug Administration. The
company suspected that the
culprit in the frozen berry
mixes may be pomegranate
seeds processed in Turkey,
the FDA said.

Hepatitis A usually oc-
curs when an infected food
handler prepares food with-
out appropriate hand hy-
giene. However, food con-
taminated with the hepatitis
A virus, as is suspected in
this outbreak, can cause
outbreaks of disease among
persons who eat or handle
food.—Xinhua

frozen berries linked to hepatitis outbreak

LightInTheBox makes first
Chinese IPO in USin 2013

New York, 7 June—
LightinTheBox  Holding
Co, Ltd, an on-line retailer
that delivers products to
global consumers, held
its initial public offering
(IPO) on Thursday on the
New Y ork Stock Exchange,
marking the first Chinese
company IPO in the United
Statesin 2013.

The company, under the
symbol of LITB, priced its
IPO of 8.3 million American
depositary shares (ADSs),
with each ADS representing
two ordinary shares of the
company, at 9.50 US dol-
lars per ADS, for atotal of-
fering size of approximately
78.85 million dollars, as-
suming its underwriters do
not exercise their option to
purchase additional ADSs.

“LightinTheBox is a
B2C e-commerce company
serving global consumers.
Its direct access to a global
market and provision of
excellent user experience
based on multiple technol o-
gies are the two advantages
of the company,” said Quji
(Alan) Guo, co-founder,

chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of the company,
told Xinhua.

“At present, al sup-
pliers of LightinTheBox
are from China,” Guo said,
stressing that “a great num-
ber of good and competi-
tive Chinese suppliers have
emerged in the process of
China sreform and opening
up over the past decades.
They are able to provide a
lot of attractive products
to consumers around the
world.”

The company chose
to go public in the United
States because the US capi-
tal market is definitely one
of the most active capital
markets in the world, Guo
said. “Through communica-
tions with US investors, the
company got recognition
from many US investors
with a focus on the internet
industry,” he added.

Shares of the com-
pany surged 28.95 percent
to trade at 12.25 dollars a
share in midday on Thurs-
day after its debut.

Xinhua
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Austriato quit UN’s Golan
force over Syriaviolence

An | sraeli soldier gestures as a tank maneuversin
the I sraeli occupied Golan Heights near the Quneitra
border crossing, close to the ceasefire line between
Israel and Syria on 6 June, 2013.—REUTERS

Berut, 7 June— Aus-
tria said on Thursday it
would pull out of a UN
force on the Golan Heights
after battles between Syrian
troops and rebels there, in a
blow to a mission that has
kept the Isragli-Syrian war
front quiet for 40 years.

Israel, anxious for the
international mission to re-
main in place, worried that
the Golan could become a
springboard for attacks on
Israelis by Idlamist mili-
tants fighting to oust Syr-
ian President Bashar al-
Assad.“While appreciating
Austria’s longtime contri-
bution and commitment to
peacekeeping in the Middle
East, we nevertheless regret
this decision and hope that
it will not be conducive to
further escalation in the re-
gion,” the Israeli Foreign
Ministry said in a state-
ment.

But the departure
of the Austrians, who
make up about 380 of the
1,000-member United Na-
tions Disengagement Ob-
server Force (UNDOF),
threatens the whole opera-
tion. “Austria has been a
backbone of the mission,
and their withdrawal will
impact the mission’s opera-
tional capacity,” said UN
spokeswoman  Josephine
Guerrero.

“The members of the
Security Council expressed
their deep concern at the
risk that all military activi-
ties in the area of separa-
tion conducted by any actor
pose to the long-held cease-
fire and the local popula-
tion,” the UN council said
in a statement. The Secu-
rity Council will meet on
Friday to discuss the Aus-
trian withdrawal.

Reuters

“New Light of Myanmar

LoNnpoN, 7 June—
Prince Philip was taken
to a London hospital on
Thursday for a planned
operation on his abdo-
men, Buckingham Palace
said, in the latest round
of medical treatment for
the Queen's 9l-year-old
husband. The British mon-
arch’s consort of more
than 65 years, who turns
92 on Monday, is expected
to spend two weeks at the
London Clinic after under-
going “an exploratory op-
eration following abdomi-
nal investigations’, the
palace said in a statement.

A palace spokesman
said the prince’ sadmission
had been planned and was
not an emergency. He was
driven to hospital in his
own car and walked into
the building. Earlier in the
day, the prince, who aso
has the title of the Duke of
Edinburgh, attended a gar-
den party at Buckingham
Palace with his 87-year-

old wife. Television foot-
age showed him in a grey
top hat and tails, smiling as
he chatted to guests.

Royal aides said there
would be regular updates
on his condition but asked
media to refrain  from
speculating about the op-
eration and the length of
stay in hospital. Philip has
needed hospital treatment
four times since Christmas
2011, including for a blad-
der infection during the
queen’s Diamond Jubilee a
year ago, which took some
of the gloss off nationwide
celebrations for the gener-
aly popular monarch.

He spent Christmas
2011 in hospital where he
underwent an operation to
clear a blocked heart artery
after suffering chest pains.

The  longest-serving
consort in British history
has won admirers for his
charity work and his stead-
fast support of hiswife, but
isalso proneto make verbal

Prince Philip, 91, in hospital for operation

gaffesin public.

“My best wishes to the
Duke of Edinburgh who is
in hospital tonight. 1 hope
he has a swift recovery,”
Prime Minister David Cam-
eron said on Twitter.

The queen needed hos-
pital treatment in March
for gastroenteritis. In May,
Buckingham Palace an-
nounced she would not at-

Queen smiles as she attends the Epsom Derby with
Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, in Epsom, south
of London, in this photo taken on 1 June, 2013.
REUTERS

tend the Commonwealth
Heads of Government
Meeting later this year in
Sri Lanka, the first such
gathering she has missed
for four decades, as part of
a review of her long-haul
travel. Son of the exiled
Prince Andrew of Greece,
Philip married Princess
Elizabeth in 1947.

Reuters

Deadly hot air

Honc Kong, 7 June —
Egyptian officials on Thurs-
day blamed human error for
the hot air balloon crash in
the Egyptian tourist hub of
Luxor in February, which
killed 19 people.

Among the victims
were visitors from Hong
Kong, Japan and severa
European countries.

According to an Egyp-
tian crime report carried
by China’s official Xin-

Crews end sear ch at Philadelphia building

PHILADELPHIA, 7 June—
Rescue workers on Thurs-
day ended their search for
survivors of a downtown
Philadelphia building col-
lapse, aday after astructure
under demoalition collapsed
on shoppers and staff at a
neighbouring thrift store,
killing six people and injur-
ing 14 others.

The effort was called
off at 4:30 pm EDT (2130
GMT), following an
around-the-clock  search
for life amid a moun-
tain of crumbled concrete
and splintered wood, said
Fire Commissioner Lloyd
Ayers.

L ate on Wednesday, 12
hours after the morning col-
lapse, a 61-year-old woman
was pulled from the debris
and rushed to the hospital in
critical condition.

Earlier, six people
were found dead and 13
others were rescued with
minor injuries.

collapse site

“All  of the despair
with the people who were
deceased, that person be-
ing pulled out alive is what
every rescue is all about,”
Ayers said on Thursday.

Investigators are till
trying to determine what
caused the collapse of the
four-story building, which
collapsed onto a neighbour-
ing Salvation Army Thrift
Store, burying shoppers in
the debris. On the scene

investigating were Phila-
delphia police, Philadel-
phia Licenses and Inspec-
tion and the Occupational
Safety and Health Adminis-
tration.

Authorities have de-
clined to identify the dead
other than to say that they
included one man and five
women who were inside
the store when the building
next door came down.

Reuters

Rescue workers search through rubble following a
building collapse as seen in this aerial still image taken
from video courtesy of NBC10.com, in Philadelphia on

5June, 2013.—REUTERS

balloon crash in Egypt blamed on human error

hua News Agency, Luxor’s
first prosecutor Mohamed
Fahmi said the “fire that
broke out in the balloon
crash was caused by a gas
leak from one of the pipes
installed by an unskilled
worker.”

Fahmi added the pilot
and the maintenance engi-
neer “did not make neces-
sary technical checks be-
fore take-off.”

According to the

report, the pilot and the a-
ternate airport director have
been detained over charges
of negligence.

A family member of
two Chinese victims said
he was shocked to hear that
human error was to blame
for the crash. “How come
an unqualified worker in-
stalled the pipes and the pi-
lot did not perform a check
before flying?” Siu Chi-
keung said on Chinese TV.

EU naval war ship rescues 14

Natrosi, 7 June—The
European Union anti-piracy
taskforce has rescued 14 In-
dian sailors who were about
to be hijacked by Somali pi-
rates on Wednesday.

Operation Commander
of the EU Naval Force So-
malia (EUNAVFOR) Rear
Admiral Bob Tarrant, said
the Indians were rescued
by the EU warships after
the pirateswho took control
of their cargo vessel aban-
doned the attack in the Gulf
of Aden.

“What is important is
that 14 Indian sailors are
now safe and able to return
to their families, after what
must have been aterrifying
ordeal,” Tarrant said in a
statement issued in Nairo-
bi. “This latest attack once
again shows that the threat
from piracy is real. We
must al remain vigilant.”

These " mother vessels’
are usualy hijacked dhows
or ocean going fishing

after hijack

vessels. In the past Somali
pirates have also tried to
use hijacked merchant ves-
sels. The Indians were res-
cued after EU Nava Force
warship HSWMS Carlsk-
rona, together with NATO
counter piracy Dutch war-
ship HNLMS Van Soeijk,
closed in. “This type of
cargo vessel, known as a
dhow, has been used in the
past by pirates as a ‘ mother
ship,’” to enable them to sail
far out to seato attack pass-
ing merchant ships,” Ter-
rant said.

He said the master of
the Indian dhow sent out an
alert on Wednesday morn-
ing, saying that it was un-
der attack from 12 armed
pirates. He said the Royal
Swedish Navy warship,
HSWMS Carlskrona, which
has been part of the EU’s
counter piracy mission,
Operation Atalanta, later
closed the scene after hear-
ing the alert and as darkness

He aso blamed the
tour group operator, Kuoni
Travel, for picking Sky
Cruise, which reportedly
has bad flying records.

The crash occurred on
26 February, when the hot
air balloon carrying 21 peo-
ple exploded in mid-air and
crashed near the ancient
city of Luxor, forcing the
tourist hub to ban hot air
balloon flights for nearly
two months.—Kyodo News

Indian sailors

fell, maintained a constant
watch on the vessel.

“As the Swedish heli-
copter from HSWMS Carl-
skrona overflew the scene,
the pirates, now under in-
creasing pressure from the
military forces, forced the
master to close the Somali
coast so they could aban-
don the vessel in the dead
of night,” Terrant said.

“Shortly afterwards, it
was with a great sense of
relief that the Indian mas-
ter was able to report to
the EU Naval Force that
al the pirates had left his
ship and that none of his
crew were injured.” Piracy
off the coast of Somalia
and in the Gulf of Aden re-
duced drastically in 2012 as
only 75 incidents including
14 hijackings were attrib-
uted to Somali pirates who
continue to threaten an ex-
tended geographical region,
according to a globa mari-
time watchdog.—Xinhua



MANDALAY, 7 June—
United AmaraBank (UAB)
opened its Mandalay
branch in 84" street in
Y adanabhummi west
ward in Maha Aungmye
Township in Mandalay
Region on 3 June.

Township Admi-
nistrator U Myint
Oo, chairman of Daw
Thi Thanakha and KT
Construction U Kyaw Thet
Hlaing and Chairman U
Tun Lin Aung of Eterna
Green Co Ltd which is
the sole agent of Loajia
motorcycleformally opened
the bank branch, unveiled
thesignboard and sprinkled

BUSINESS ¢

UAB opens Mandalay branch

scented water on it.

The officials and guests
viewedroundthe17"branch
of UAB.

UAB has linked with
Kanbawza Bank, Coo-
perative Bank, Myawady
Bank, Myanma Y adana
Bank, and Livestock and
Fisheries Development
Bank for banking services.

UAB will provide
remittance services in
cooperation with Western
Union and billing
servicesincooperationwith
GIRD.

MMAL-Tin Maung
(Mandalay Sub-printing
House)
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Kaboediverson wair irrigating
farmlandsin KhinU

KuinU, 7 June—
Thaphanseik Dam is
irrigating farmlands in
KhinU TownshipinSagaing
Region.

Khan Thit village-tract
put 991 acres of farmlands
under summer paddy out

of 8490 acres by the whole
town. It is afew days away
from harvest of summer
paddy. Despitelowrainfallin
later May, Kaboe diversion
weir irrigated the farmlands
for successful harvestation.

MMAL-010

“New Light of Myanmar

Python handed over to Forest Dept

Boiler
explosion
causes noddle
factory fire

Y ANGON, 7 June—The
fire outbreak of Hong Kong
Noddle Factory in No. 2
Industrial Zone in Nyaung
village-tract in Hlinethaya
Township is ignited by the
exploision of boiler.

Three buildings in the
fire that broke out at 6.20
pm on 4 June were reduced
to ashes.

The firefighters could
preven further oubreak of fire
as they could withdraw 17
barrels of fuel oil. Hlinethaya
Police charged U Tin Tun,
in-charge of the factory with
reckless handling of fire.

MMAL-Mindatathar

Buamo, 7 June—A
Python Molurus which is
one foot round and nine
feet long washanded over
to Bhamo District Forest
Department by the Maha
Mingyi monastery in
Thonemine Shwepyitha
ghettoin Bhamorecently.

Assistant Director

Pyinnya Alinn Library
opened in Hsipaw

Hsipaw, 7 June—To
promote reading habits of
rural people, PyinnyaAlinn
Library of Sanphaik Village
in Shanphaik Village-tract,
Hsipaw Township, Northern
Shan State, was opened at
in front of the library, here,
yesterday morning.

At the ceremony,
Hispaw Township
Administrator U Myo
Tint Zaw, Head of Hsipaw
Township Information
and Public Relations
Department U Sai Tun

Thein and Chairman of the
Library and Sanphaik Ward
Administrator cut theribbon
to open the library.

The Hsipaw Township
Administrator and theHead
of Hsipaw Township IPRD
spokewordsof thanksat the
ceremony.

The library, one-story
brick noggin building, was
built at acost of K 3million
totally—K 1 million by the
Governmentand K 2million
by the people.

Kyemon-Sai (Hsipaw)
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of Bhamo District Forest
Department U Aung
Naing, Township Staff
Officer U Ye Htay and
officials collected the
python which will be

then transferred to the
Zoological Gardens.
Twenty eggs were
also transferred by to the
department.
MMAL-Mindatathar

Pobbathiri Tsp Sangha
Nayaka Office opened

NAY Py1 Taw, 7 June—
The opening ceremony of
Nay Pyi Taw Pobbathiri
Township Sangha Nayaka
Office was held in Wegyi
Pariyatti Monastery on 4
June.

Chairman of Pobbathiri
Township Sangha Nayaka
Committee Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Adi¢cavamsa of
Wegyi Monastery and other
executive monks attended
the ceremony.

Pobbathiri Township
Police Force commander
Police Major Min Zaw
presented the gazette of
the formation of Pobbathiri
Township Sangha Nayaka
Committee to the chairman
Sayadaw.

Religious officer of
Pobbathiri TownshipU Sein
Lin supplicated on religious
affairs.

The office is situated
in Kyakan Monastery in
Ywada—MMAL

M andalay schools collect more than 20000
high school students

MANDALAY, 7 June—
Basic education schools
in Mandalay District of
Mandalay Region have
accepted 20,457 high school
students, 69,712 middle
school students and 99,321
primary school students in

2013-2014 academic year.
Thedistrict has 37 high
schools, 26 middle schools,
281 primary schools, eight
affiliated high schools, 18

&

affiliated middle schools
and two affiliated primary

schoolsin seven townships.

This year, school
children from grade 1 to
grade 5 received stipends
of K 1000 and six exercise
books each.

MMAL-Aung Thura

Upgraded BEHS opened in Aunglan

AUNGLAN, 7 June—A
ceremony to upgrade Basic
Education High School
(branch) in Aunglan in
Magway Region to No.
(3) Basic Education High
School under thepermission
of No. (2) Basic Education
Department under the Min-
istry of Educationtook place

on 3 June.

There were formerly
two full-fledged Basic Edu-
cation High Schools both

in the northern part of the

town.

The new school lies
in the southern part of the
town on Yangon-Pyay
highway.

Headmaster U Win
Bo, teachers, parents and
students are happy with
the opening of the newly
upgraded school as it has
eased difficulties of the
students in the southern

outskirts—MMAL-119
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Share to fight malnutrition

Malnutrition contributes to 45 per cent of
the global deaths of the children under the age of
five, suggests a research published in the Lancet
medical journal, corroborating the claim of UK
charity Save the Children just a few days ago
that says chronic malnutrition has put a quarter
of the world’s children at the risk of underper-
forming at the school.

Again, a recent report of the United Nations
has put the spotlight on the problem of malnu-
trition as it says malnutrition is estimated to
cost the world $ 3.5 tn in health care and lost
productivity, ahead of a summit on nutrition
today in London.

Poor nutrition has resulted in the deaths of
about 3.1 million under-fives annually, accord-
ing to the Lancet, adding the first 1,000 days
of life—from conception to two years—have
lasting impact on health. In Myanmar, ‘“wrong
idea about breastfeeding and healthy meal for
children” is still common in many parts of the
country where grandmothers with their long-
held traditional beliefs forbids the mothers-to-be
as well as babies to have a balanced diet, often
leading the children to grow up smaller and
shorter.

Malnourished children suffered irreversible
damage; they grew up smaller and weaker and
the brains might not fully develop, and mal-
nourishment is driving a literacy and numeracy
crisis in developing countries, says the charity.

It is welcome news that Young Global
Leaders (YGLs) will expand its child nutrition
programme into South-East Asia, starting with
Myanmar. Children in Myanmar will be the
first beneficiaries of the Table For Two (TFT),
a Japan-based non-profit initiative of the YGLs,
in South-East Asia as the initiative pays for
children’s school meals in developing countries.

It is just ironic that while the haves are
wasting the foods, the have-nots are starving to
death. Perhaps, the spirit of sharing will heal
the wounds and make the world much better.

“New Light of Myanmar

It is the best time for foreign investors to make
investments in Myanmar: President U Thein Sein

President U Thein Sein meets leaders of world’s leading companies, at World Economic Forum on East
Asia at Myanmar |nternational Convention Center (MICC).—mNa

NaY Py1 Taw, 7 June—
President U Thein Sein
met leaders of world’'s
leading companies, at
World Economic Forum
on East Asia at Myanmar
International Convention
Center (MICC) here this
morning. It was attended
by the Union ministersand
40 businessmen.

ThePresident said that
Myanmar’s reform pro-
cesses which are divided
into two sections—politi-
cal and economic—were
in accord with people’'s
desires. Political stability
could bring economic de-
velopment to the country,
which brought about peace
and stability. So, politics
and economy were inter-
related.

Myanmar’s reforms

Private companies offer mobile and
money exchange services at WEF

NAY Py1 Taw, 7 June—
Private companies offered
mobile servicesand money
exchange services to the
guests of 22" World Eco-
nomic Forum on East Asia
held in Nay Pyi Taw, on
5-7 June.

Elite Tech Co sold
MPT-GSM FEC SIM
cards, CDMA, top-up cards
and mobile handsets. Kan-
bawzaBank (branch-1) and
CB Bank in Nay Pay Taw
opened money exchange
counters at Myanmar In-
ternational Convention
Center (MICC) where the
forum is held.

“The guests can take
out money with the use

of ATM machine, Master
Card and Visa Card and
exchange foreign cur-
rency for Myanmar kyats.
Almost 100 customers
use exchange counter a
day. Plans are under way
to provide services at the
coming Gem, Jade and
Pearl Emporium and other
grand ceremonies,” said
Ko Hein Htet Myat from
Marketing and Customer
Service Promotion Depart-
ment.

“1 recognized suc-
cess of that forum. And
| am very pleased with
Myanmar’s hospitability
including security, infor-
mation and communica-

tion and monetary sector.
Successful holding of that
forum is directly related
withMyanmar’ sfavorable
environment and better
services, said Ms Julia
Nesheiwat from US who
attended the forum.

Moe Thu Zar Soe

processes had four steps—
(1) handing over of admin-
istrative power to civilian
government from Tat-
madaw government; (2)
ending decades-longarmed
conflicts; (3)emergence of
good governanceand clean
government; and (4) devel -
opment of private sector.

Economic sector was
being implemented on
the foundation of three
pillars—private sector,
cooperatives sectors and
State-owned sector, where
private sector accountsfor
90 percent. Due to two-
decade-long economic
sanctions, there were so
many needs for revival of
country’s economic Ssec-
tor. Myanmar prioritized
poverty alleviation and
rural development tasks as
70 percent of thecountry’s
population were living in
therural areas. Rural areas
development was crucial
as Myanmar was an agro-
based country. Thecountry
had food sufficiency for
current population and
food surplus, which ac-
counts for 30% of export.
Myanmar had set target for
food sufficiency of future
population.

Agricultural business-

es alone could not make
the country rich. The
country had welcomed
Establishment of indus-
trialized country needed
capital and technologies.
The country had enacted
Foreign Investment Law
for foreign investors. And
Myanmar could ensureeas-
ing of economic sanctions
and EU’s reinstatement
of GSP rights. The rest of
works would be decided
only at the Congress asthe
USadministrationliftedits
economic sanctionsagainst
Myanmar, he added.

It was the best time
for foreign investors to
makeinvestmentsinMyan-
mar. Mutually-beneficial
Foreign Investment Law
covered prescriptions that
protectinvestors. For coun-
try’s economic develop-
ment, there was a bag of
challengesand difficulties
aswell asother opportuni-
ties. Myanmar was like a
bridgethat connects South
Asia, South East Asiaand
East Asia. And Myanmar
shared borderswith China,
India, Bangladesh and
ASEAN countries which
is a big market with a
population of 2000 million.
Resource-rich Myanmar

withapopul ation of 60 mil-
lionhad favorableclimate,
fertile soils and adequate
workforce.

Myanmar citizens had
toworkinforeigncountries
as the country had fewer
job opportunities. Those
people would return home
if there were so many job
opportunities. Combina-
tion of foreign capital,
technology and human
resourceswith Myanmar’s
natural resources and la-
bour strength would lead
to the win-win-win situa-
tion—for the country, its
people and the investor.
That was the reason why
Myanmar invited local and
foreign investors, he said.

The President and the
Union ministersreplied to
the queriesraised by those
present on Myanmar’s
reform processes, invest-
ments in agriculture and
tourism industry, human
resources development,
investment policy, foreign
investment law and citizen
investment law.

The meeting between
the President and the
leaders of world’s top
companies would bring
the fruitful results to the
country.—MNA

Myanmar to focus on capacity building
of young workforce

Nay Py1 Taw, 7 June—
Myanmar should focus
on education and capac-
ity building for its young
workforce as the country
is opening up for business,

said areport released at the
World Economic Forumon
East Asiatoday.

The report describes
that Myanmar isready togo
to work, but it needs local

and international involve-
ment to educate its people.

Japan and India rank
top among the countries at
the forefront of this effort,
with the Japan Interna-

tional Cooperation Agency
(JICA) signing a USD 500
million grant, the report
said.

Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, Chairperson of Rule
of Law and Tranquality
Committeecalledfor quick
winsin vocational training
for the people.

Sagarwah



WEF Founder pledges continued
assistance for Myanmar’sreform process

President U Thein Sein and wife Daw Khin Khin Win host a dinner to participants of World

“New Light of Myanmar

Economic Forum at Mani Yadana Jade Hall.—mNa
| ndia offers capacity building
training to Myanmar

Nay Py1 Taw, 7 June—
President U Thein Sein
received a delegation led
by Minister for Commerce,
Industry and Textile of
India Mr Anand Sharma, at
the Credentials Hall of the
Presidential Palace, here
this noon.

Also present on the
occasion were Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Wunna Maung Lwin,
Union Minister for Industry
UAyeMyint,UnionMinister
for Education Dr Mya Aye,
Union Minister for Finance
and Revenue U Win Shein,
Union Minister for National

Planning and Economic
Development Dr Kan Zaw
and departmental heads.
They held talks
on promotion of
economic cooperation
and comprehensive
cooperation, cooperation in
pharmaceutical sproduction,
training for Myanmar on
capacity building in various
sectors including in textile
and trade, implementation
of joint special economic
zones, and increasing the
number of border trade
camps for development of
border regions.
MNA

President U
Thein Sein
poses for
documentary
photo with
Minister for
Commerce,
Industry
and Textile
of India
Mr Anand
Sharma.
MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 6 June—
President U Thein Sein received
Prof Klaus Schwab, founder and
chairperson of World Economic
Forum and co-chairpersons at
anteroom in Mani Y adana Jade
Hall here yesterday evening.

Alsopresent ontheoccasion
were Union Ministers U Wunna
Maung Lwin, U Soe Thane, U
Win Shein and Dr Kan Zaw.

Prof Klaus Schwab and
co-chairpersons promised to
continue to support Myanmar’s
reform process and assist in her
bid for development.

They said the intention of
holding WEF in Myanmar is
not only for economy but for
“ soci 0-economic devel opment of
Myanmar people” and to enable
the world countries know more
about investment opportunities
in Myanmar.

The Myanmar President
thanked for their support for
Myanmar’s reforms, saying
that the country, though being
an agro-based economy, is

Saturday, 8 June, 2013

working toward to the end of
an industrialized nation for
development and prosperity by
inviting foreign investment as
the country is lacking capital,
technologies and human
resources. He hoped that the
World Economic Forum would
draw foreign investment. He
again expressed his gratitude
toward the WEF chairperson and
co-chairpersons for fulfilling the
requirements of Myanmar.

The President and wife Daw
Khin Khin Win hosted adinner to
the participants of WEF at Mani
Y adana Jade Hall.

Present at the dinner were
Vice-President Dr Sai Mauk
Kham and wife Daw Nan Shwe
Hmon, Unionministers, Hluttaw
affairs committee chairpersons,
deputy ministers, departmental
heads and delegates to WEF on
East Asia

Artistes from Culture
Ministry entertained the guests
withtraditional songsand dances.

MNA

Myanmar, Cambodia, Indonesia and the
Philippinesagreeto set up ASEAN Common

Nay Py1 Taw, 7 June—
Myanmar, Indonesia, the
Philippines and Cambodia
signed a letter of intent to
set up smart visa system on
a mutually beneficial basis.

Travel and tourism
ministers from the four
countries signed the letter
of intend during the final
day of the World Economic
Forum on East Asia which
ended today.

By signing this|etter of
intent, ministersandtourism
authorities have agreed
to work hand-in-hand for
the implementation of the
system.

Mari Elka Pangestu,
Minister of Tourism and

Smart Tourism

Creative Economy of
Indonesia, says" Considering
that tourism is a priority
sector under the ASEAN
Economic Community
and that it constitutes a
significant contribution to
the integration of ASEAN
countries, itisimportanttobe
‘smart’ about visafacilitation
for travel.”

“By recognizing
the importance of the
connectivity in tourism
activities, the statement
of intent expresses our
desire to give a boost to the
tourismsector by facilitating
the movement of tourists
across borders; by going
towardsasmart visathrough

adopting best practices;
and maximizing the use
of technology to reduce
the inefficiencies of the
traditional visa application
process,” stated Ramon
R. Jimenez, Secretary of
Tourism of the Philippines.
“Facilitating travel to
stimulate economic growth
and job creation is one of
the pillars of the summit,
and is a core activity of
the Forum’s Industry
Partners and Members of
the Globa Agenda Council
onNew Modelsfor Travel &
Tourism,” said TheaChiesa,
Director, World Economic

Forum.
NLM

Vietnam takes quick step toinvest in
Myanmar’sunexploited hospitality industry

YaNGoON, 7 June—A
groundbreaking ceremony
for Hoang Anh Gia Lai
Myanmar Center was held
on 5 June on Kaba Aye
Street in Bahan Township,
attended by Y angon Region
Chief Minister U Myint Swe
who promised necessary
assistance to Hoang Anh
Gia La Group of Vietham
in construction process.

The region chief
minister, Deputy Minister
for Hotels and Tourism
Dr Tin Shwe, Minister
of Industry and Trade of
ViethamMr VuHuy Hoang,
Deputy Minister of Planning
and Investment Mr Dao
Quang Thu, Vietnamese
Ambassador toMyanmar Mr

Phan Thanh Dung, Chairman
of Hoang AnhGialL ai Group
Mr Doan Nguyen Duc and
Chairman of Association
of Vietnam Investors into
Myanmar (AVIM) Mr Tran
Bac Ha drove the stakes.
The first phase of the
centre is scheduled to be
completein 2015, the second
phase in 2017 which means
Vietnam has become the first
toinvestin Myanmar’ s hotel
industry with the announced
investment of $ 440 million.
Theregionchief minister
attended the discussion on
Y angon Urban Development
Project at Chatrium Hotel,
requesting the Japanese
government and JICA
technicians to push ahead

with work plans by fully
cooperating with the staff
from Myanmar side.
Resident representative
of JICA Mr Masahiko
Tanaka explained works of
the JICA in Myanmar and
personnel of the JCA on
Y angon urban devel opment
project. The region chief
minister then attended
the Myanmar-Vietnam
Investment Cooperation
Seminar at Sedona Hotel.
He invited the investment
of Vietnamese businessmen
in Myanmar on mutually
beneficial terms, followed
by discussions between
Myanmar and Vietnamese
businessmen.
MNA
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Kyancgin, 7 June—
The strongly heavy
rains caused flooding of
Kyaukphyuyoe Creek
around Hmyinwataung
Village-tract of Myanaung
Township of Ayeyawady
Regionat 10amon 5 June.

The flood eroded
the road section from
mile posts 109/7 to 110

NATURAL DISASTER

Heavy rain damagesroad section on
Pathein-M onywa Highway

on Betye-Yekyi Road of
Pathein-Monywa Highway.
In the incident, the flood
destroyed an RCC box
culvert and its surrounding
parts and about 15 feetlong
road section. That waswhy
the transport route caused
blockage.

Assistant Engineer U
Phone Hlaing of Road

Construction Special
GroupNo 2, SAE (Special)
U Than Myint Aung and
JE-II U Ngwe Aung
supervised the repairing
of the road.
On 5 June, there was
9.9 inches of rainfall in
Myanaung Township.
Kyemon-Htay Min
(Kyangin)

Mayan Village to have accessto electricity

MEIKTILA, 7 June—
Mayan Village, a remote
village 16 miles northwest
of Wundwin Township in
Meiktila District, Mandalay
Region, thanks to solar
electrification of the region
government, will have
access to electricity after

years of out of the reach of
national power grid.

The village in
Nyaungto Village-tract
has a population 400 with
148 households. Every
household will be provided
with two solar panels, one
bulb and one battery by the

L and plotsdonated to
Pariyatti monasteriesin
Mawgyun, Yangon

MAWLAMYINEGYUN, 7
June—U Maung Hla-Daw
Shwe Sein and (Daw Mya
Lwin) family of No. 46
on 14" Street in Ward
7 of Mawlamyinegyun
in Ayeyawady Region
donated their farmland
plots worth K 84 million
to monasteries in
Mawlamyinegyun and
Yangon on 5 June.

Atthe residence of the

wellwishers, U Maung Hla
(Maha Thiri Thudhamma
Manijotadhara)-Daw
Shwe Sein (Thudhamma
Theingi) and (Daw Mya
Lwin) family donated
documents related to the
land plots to Pithsimayon
Monastery, Phayagyi Taik
and Kanna Monasteries
in Mawlamyinegyun and
Yangon Mingalayama
Pali Tekkatho Monastery

region government and the
solar panel have already
arrived, said the village-
tract administrator.

The solarelectrification
was jointly brought to
the village by the region
government and poly-
ice Company under the
poverty alleviation and
rural development of the
State.

Chan-Tha-Meiktila
IPRD-Kyemon

Knowledge shared to farmers for cultivation
of high yield paddy strain

Mawru, 7 June—The
talkson boosting production
of monsoon high yield paddy
was held at the hall of Mawlu
model village administrator
office in Indaw Township of
Sagaing Region on 3 June
morning.

It was attended by
Village administrator U
Win Sein, Head of Indaw
Township Agriculture
Department U Aye Naing,
officials and local farmer
totaling about 100.

Head of Township
Agriculture Department U
Aye Naing made a speech
on cultivation of Palethwe
paddy strain in monsoon.
Assistant Head of the
department U Tha Hsan

explained use of fertilizer,
AssistantHead of department
Daw Ei Ei Tun pests and
infection and Assistant
Head of department U Soe
Shwe, 14 points for good
agriculture patterns.

It was reported that
a plan was set to grow

100 acres of Palethwe
high yield paddy strain
in this monsoon and the
enthusiastic farmers may
take out paddy strains from
the Township Agriculture
Department.
Kyemon-Ni Toe
(Mawlu)

SAGAING, 7 June—
Sagaing University
organized a tree-planting
activity along with plastic
bag campaign to mark
World Environment Day
on 4 June.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Volunteersplant trees, clear plastic bags

State Minister for
Forestry, Mines and Energy
U Than Htaik, state Hluttaw
representatives, the rector,
lecturers, staff, director
of Forest Department U
Soe Win, the chairman

and members of district/
township management
committee, departmental
personnel, social
organizations and over
700 locals partook in the
campaign.

Over 700 saplingswere
planted on the occasion and
the volunteers also cleared
the plastic bags in the
environs of the university.
A personnel from Forest
Department said, “Tree-
planting is important for
environmental conser-
vation and prevents against
soil depletion and strong
wind.”

Myo Win-Sagaing
IPRD-Kyemon

West Bank Village gets Knowledge Bank

Papun, 7 June—West
Bank Village in Papun
Township, Papun District,
Kayin State got a library
named Thuta Padetha
literally asK nowledgeBank
on 29 May. The library was
formally opened by Kayin
State Finance Minister U
Saw Win Htein, Kayin State
Information and Public
Relations Department Head
U Tin Maung Aye and
the Papun District Deputy

through Advocate U Kyaw
Aye Ko.

So far, the wellwisher
families have donated over
K 700 million to the funds
for development tasks
of the regions across the
nation and construction
of the religious buildings.

Kyemon-364

Commissioner formally
opened the library.

Also present on the
occasion were district and

townshiplevel departmental
heads, social organizations
and students.

Kyemon

DHF campaign launched

Touncoo, 7 June—
Talks on prevention against
DHF was held at the office of
Puksu Village administrator
in Toungoo Township on 1
June.

Departmental officials

gavelectureson DHF disease
and hygienic works.
Thetalkswereattended
by members of Township
MCWA and WAO and local

people.
Kyemon-Ko Lwin (Swa)

ODD NEWS

Lightning
Killsonein
Mongpan

MonapaN, 7 June—One
man waskilled and the other
man lost consciousness by
the lightning in Mongpan in
LangkhoDistrict, Shan State
(South) on 3 June.

U SaiMyo,40and U Sai
Aung 29, both from Ywathit,
while taking shelterin afarm
hut in the south of Twenty-
Eight Pagoda amid heavy
rain, wasstruck by lightning.
U Sai Myo was pronounced
dead on the spot and U Sai
Aung shocked unconscious.
Authorities rushed to the
sceneand hel ped thevictims

Sai Zaw Latt
(Langkho) Kyemon
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Philippine President Benigno S. Aquino |11 (R) shakes
hands with visiting Timor-Leste Prime Minister Kay
Rala Xanana Gusmao in Manila, the Philippines, on

6 June, 2013. Philippine President Benigno S Aquino
[11 and visiting Timor-Leste Prime Minister Kay Rala
Xanana Gusmao affirmed the strong relations of the
two countries as they witnessed the signing of three

agreements on Thursday.—XINHUA

MANILA, 7 June— Phil-
ippine President Benigno S
Aquino Il and visiting Ti-
mor-Leste Prime Minister
Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao
affirmed the strong rela-
tions of the two countries
as they witnessed the sign-
ing of three agreements
on Thursday. Aquino wel-
comed Gusmao in Maa
canang, the presidentia
palace. Gusmao is on a five-
day visit to Manila.

“The discussions the
Prime Minister and | had

Six Taiwanese
nabbed in N
Philippines
for credit

card fraud

MAaNILA, 7 June —Phil-
ippine police have arrested
six Taiwanese men alleg-
edly involved in credit card
fraud during an operation in
a rented townhouse in the
northern Province of Pam-
panga, according to police
report released here on
Thursday.

One of the foreigners
arrested even tried to bribe
the operatives with 500,000
pesos (11,933 US dollars)
in cash, a report submitted
to Nationa Bureau of In-
vestigation (NBI) Director
Nonnatus Rojas stated.

The arrest of the Tai-
wanese prompted the NBI
to conduct a wider probe
into the possibility of abig-
ger syndicate operating in
Central Luzon as the sus-
pects apparently are con-
nected with the group of 16
Tawanese earlier arrested
by the bureau for online
fraud in Subic Bay Freeport
Zone, Zambales Province,
in April.

Xinhua

this morning affirm our
dedication to strengthen
the relationship between
our two nations particularly
through engagements in
education, defence, infra-
structure development, and
trade,” Aquino said.

The following agree-
ments were signed in
Thursday’s ceremonies. a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to estab-
lish a bilateral mechanism
between two foreign minis-
tries; an MoU meant to help

“New Light of Myanmar

Philippines, Timor-Leste affirm strong

Timor-Leste with its infra-
structure development; and
an agreement between the
Philippine Normal Univer-
sity and Timor Leste's edu-
cation ministry to develop
a programme for teachers
and education officials of
Timor-Leste.

Aquino said the Philip-
pines also support Timor-
Leste’'s bid to join in the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)
community.

Gusmao thanked the
Philippines for its support
on Timor-Leste's bid for
ASEAN membership.

He said his trip to Ma-
nila was part of his pro-
gramme to visit al ASE-
AN countries this year to
strengthen both  bilateral
and regional ties with Ti-
mor-Leste’ s neighbours.

“We look forward to
joining with the Philippines
in the ASEAN family,” he
said. Gusmao was Timor-
Leste’s first president after
achieving independence in
May 2002. He is currently
serving his second five-
year term as prime minis-
ter, having first assumed
the position in 2007. He is
concurrently minister for
Defence and Security.

Xinhua
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Air New Zealand raises stake in

WELLINGTON, 7 June—
New Zealand's nationa
carrier has agreed to buy
another 3 percent of the
shares of the Virgin Aus-
tralia airline, taking its
stake to 22.99 percent, Air
New Zealand announced on
Thursday.

The agreement was
subject to the Foreign In-
vestment Review Board
(FIRB) and the Australian

Virgin Australia

Competition and Consumer
Commission  conditions,
which was to hold public
enquiries into the purchase,
said a statement from Air
New Zealand.

Air  New Zedand
would consider buying a
further 3-percent stake in
Virgin Australia and had
made an application to
FIRB on that basis.

The additiona inter-

est affirmed Air New Zea-
land’'s strong belief and
confidence in Virgin Aus-
traliaand the strategy it was
pursuing, said the state-
ment.

“Air New Zedand is
not seeking a position on
the board of Virgin Austral-
ianor doesit have theinten-
tion of obtaining control of
Virgin Australia,” it added.

Xinhua

Workers of a rescue team work at the site of the collapsed bridge in the
northeastern state of Penang, Malaysia, on 7 June, 2013. An interchange ramp to
a cross-sea bridge that isunder construction in northern Malaysia collapsed on
Thursday, and rescue teams are still searching for survivors who might be trapped

under the debris—XiNaua

Tokyo, 7 June—Re-
searchers have found that
glaciers on Mt Everest in
the Himalayas, the world's
highest peak, have shrunk
by about 14 percent in the
past 50 years in what they
suspect is the effect of cli-
mate change.

The pace a which the
glaciers have been decreas-
ing in recent years is nearly
six timesthat of the average
between 1958 and 1975, ac-
cording to recent research
led by Sudeep Thakuri of
Itay’s University of Milan.

Members of the re-
search team are warning that
the decline in glaciers and
snow will likely pose a ma-
jor impact on Asid's water
resources and agriculture.

“The Himaayan gla
ciersandicecapsareconsid-
ered a water tower for Asa
since they store and supply
water downstream during
the dry season,” Thakuri

Mt Everest glaciers shrink 14% in 50 yrs

sadinaPressrelease.

The researchers studied
the scope of glacia change
on Mt Everest and the sur-
rounding 1,150 square kilo-
metre area by using the
1958-2011 satellite imagery
and found the surface area
of the glaciers has decreased
to 339.5 sguare km in 2011
from 396.2 square km in
1958. The research team aso

File photo taken from Mt Kala Patthar in Nepal shows
Mt. Everest, the world's highest mountain with a peak
at 8,848 meters, on 22 May, 2013. The South Col is seen
in the centre right—Kyopo News

found that the ends of the
glaciers have retreated by
400 metres since 1962. In
a sign of global warming,
the average temperature in
the Mt Everest region has
marked a 0.6 C degree in-
crease since 1992.

But the team has yet to
establish a strong link be-
tween glacid and climate
change—Kyodo News

Japanese doctor helping Afghans wins

Asian culture prize

Fukuoka, 7 June —A
Japanese doctor  known
for his charitable work in
Afghanistan and Pakistan
was chosen on Friday asthe
grand prize winner of the
24th Fukuoka Prize, given

toindividuals and organiza-
tions that have contributed
to the creation and pres-
ervation of Asian culture,
award organizers said.
Tetsu Nakamura, 66, a
local representative of the

civic group Peshawar-Kai,
became the second-ever
Japanese to win the acco-
lade given by a committee
jointly managed by Fukuo-
ka City and a local founda
tion.—Kyodo News

Thailand to link Bangkok
with China via high-speed
train

BaNGkoOk, 7 June —
Thailand will be connected
with Chinaviaahigh-speed
rallway running through
northern Laos within the
next seven years, assured
Thai Transport Minister
Chadchart Sittipunt.

Delivering a key-note
speech on Thursday at a
seminar and exhibition enti-
tled “Thailand 2020" in the
Thai northeastern Province
of Nakorn Ratchasima, the
transport minister said the
government has planned to
build a 625 km rail system
to link Bangkok with the
northeastern border Prov-
ince of Nong Khai, across
Mekong River fromtheLao
capital of Vientiane while
Chinese high-speed trains
will arrive from southern
China. During the initial
stage of a 730-billion-US-
dollar raill and logistical
programme, designed for
reconstruction of major
rail routes in al regions of
Thailand, a 250 km Bang-
kok-Nakorn  Ratchasima
route will be built first.

Then, the next phase
will see a 375 km Nakorn
Ratchasima-Nong Khai

route built up for the Thai
high-speed train to shuttle
passengers and cargoes, es-
pecialy including fruitsand
vegetables, between Thai-
land and Laos, which will
be connected via the high-
speed train with southern
China, Chadchart said.
Given such a modern-
ized rail system, Thai food
will be delivered fresh and
daily to China, according to
the transport minister.
“Nakorn  Ratchasima
is not only the economic
hub of the entire northeast-
ern region of Thailand but
a gateway to welcome an
ASEAN Economic Com-
munity, which will open in
2015,” he commented.
Thailand will have one
rail system for all high-
speed trains to run through-
out the country, including
the Bangkok-Phitsanul oak-
Chiang Mai route to the
North, the Bangkok-Hua
Hin route to the South
and the Bangkok-Pattaya-
Rayong route to the East
and the Bangkok-Nakorn
Ratchasima-Nong Khai
route to the Northeast.
Xinhua
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Argentina, S Africa sign agreement on
agricultural cooperation

BuEenos AIRES, 7
June—Argentina and South
Africa here on Thursday
signed an agreement on
agricultural cooperation
aimed to strengthen trade
and technical exchanges.

A joint committee will
be established to imple-
ment the agreement signed
by Argentine Agriculture
Minister Norberto Yau-
har and his South African
counterpart, Tina Joematt-

EU steps up fight against
cigar ette smuggling

BrusseLs, 7 June—The
European Commission on
Thursday adopted a pack-
age of measures to further
fight against illegal tobacco
trade at various levels, in
particular cigarette smug-
gling.

The package includes
heavier sanctions for smug-
gling, stronger enforcement
of tax, customs, police and
border authorities, as well
as measures to decrease
smuggling incentives and
improve the security of sup-
ply chains. “With the pack-
age of measures to clamp
down on cigarette smug-
gling, we can help to better
protect the public purse, the
health of our citizens and
legitimate businesses,” the
EU’s taxation commission-
er Algirdas Semeta said

here on Thursday.

Every year, the cost of
illegal tobacco trade for the
EU and its member states
amount to 10 billion eu-
ros (13 billion US dollars)
in terms of unpaid taxes
and duties. It also involves
organized crime groups
operating across borders,
in addition to undermin-
ing European and national
health policy initiatives.

The Commission pre-
sented an action plan to
tackle cigarette smuggling
a the EU’s eastern land
border back in 2011, but
for the past two years the
EU has been facing a ris-
ing influx of illegal tobacco
brands as well as increased
illegal production and dis-
tribution inside the bloc.

Xinhua

Peterson.

The two ministers also
discussed a programme for
the exchange of research-
ers, aswell asother training
programmes to be offered
by Argentina—Xinhua

Trainees|lift alog during a VIP security training course at the Genghis Security
Academy in Beijing, capital of China, on 6 June, 2013. Some 70 trainees,
including six females and three foreigners, will receive intensified training at the
bodyguard camp for over 20 hours per day in a week. One third of them will be

eliminated. —XiNaua

Australian hackers get creative with government data

SYDNEY, 7 June—Aus-
tralian hackers have used
their powersfor good in the
2013 GovHack competition
held across the country, re-
mixing government data to
create innovative applica-
tions over 1-2 June. Web
and application developers,
open data and visualization
experts, user experience
and accessibility specialists
teamed up for aweekend of
creative app development
using  publicly-available
government information.

The winners of the
national contest were an-
nounced on Thursday night
in Canberra.

“With over 700 hack-
ers undertaking over 10,000
hours of development, this
is by far Australia' s largest
partner program for govern-
ment research and develop-
ment,” said event coordina-

Rescuers work at the site where a helicopter crashed on the Qingbaijiang River in

Guanghan City, southwest China’'s Sichuan Province, on 6 June, 2013. The crash

occurred around 5:13 pm (GMT 0913), killing one crew member and injuring the
other. The cause of the crash is under investigation.—XiNHUA

tor Pia Waugh.

“Government agencies
had mentors on the ground
to build community under-
standing of the information
they hold, and the com-
munity was able to show-
case clever ideas and talk
directly with responsive
government agencies from
the federal level al the way
through to local councils,”
she added.

Winning projects in-
cluded an application by a
Brisbane group to help us-
ers learn about Australia's
migration history, utilizing
information from the Na
tional Archives of Austral-
id's passenger arrivals data
combined with historical
statistics.

In the Science catego-
ry, ‘When will my house
be underwater? used data
from Geoscience Austraia

and the US National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to make per-
sonalized predictions about
sealevel rise and individual
Australian homes.

A Canberra team put
together a picnic planner
for the nation’ s capital, with
a map of al public play-
grounds, BBQs, furniture
and toilets plus interesting
historical information.

The contest attracted
over 1,000 participants,
including 900 hackers
and 130 competition en-
tries, competing for glory
and 170, 000 AU dollars
(163,387 US dollars) in
prize money. It was sup-
ported by several federal,
state and local government
departments and major
commercial sponsors.

“This event has now
proven itself to be some-

thing beyond just a com-
petition. It is now a serious
engagement opportunity for
government and citizens
aike,” said Waugh.

“We used multiple
models of funding for
prizes, and different types
of prizes including mentor-
ship, internships, entrepre-
neur prizes, together with
our usual prizes for having
fun and being creative,” she
added.

During the two-day
lockdown, participants
received guidance from
professional mentors from
organizations such as
Google, Geoscience Aus
tralia, Dictionary of Syd-
ney, Adelaide City Council,
Public Transport Services,
the Australian Bureau of
Statistics, several universi-
tiesand government depart-
ments.—Xinhua

UN advancesin plan to withdraw
peacekeepers from Haiti

SaNnto  DomiNco, 7
June—More than 4,950 UN
peacekeepers have left Haiti
since 2011, as part of awith-
drawa plan announced by
UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, the world body’s
peacekeeping force in the
country said on Thursday.

Nigel Fisher, head of
the UN Stabilization Mis
sioninHaiti (Minustah), said
in an open letter posted on
the UN website that in keep-
ing with the scaleback, the
peacekeeping forces budget
has also been reduced by 30
percent.

The Haitian govern-
ment and Minustah have
been holding talks to con-
solidate the UN troop with-
drawa plan since last Feb-
ruary, based on the progress
made on key goals such as

beefing up Haiti’s national
police, he said.

“We are in the process
of improving the plan to en-
sure it is feasible and con-
tains clear indicators for the
strengthening of nationa in-
stitutionsand the reduction of
Minustah's presence,” Fisher
said.

Last year, the UN Secu-
rity Council said the number
of Minustah troops should be
based on the security Situa
tion in Haiti and the coun-
try’ sincreasing capacity.

Fisher said ajoint work-
ing group is supervising the
plan’'s execution, adding
that economic resources that
become available due to the
plan will be transferred to
UN peacekeeping missions
in other countries.

“I am sure both the

Haitian and international ac-
tors agree that the gradua
and orderly withdrawal of
Minustah from Haiti is de-
sirable and necessary,” he
said. “They aso agree that
the withdrawal is tied to the
progressive strengthening of
Haitian ingtitutions that are
key for security, the elections
and therule of law.”

Minustah was estab-
lished in 2004 to replace the
multinational forces author-
ized by the United Nations
following then Haitian presi-
dent Jean Bertrand Aristide’s
exile and an ensuing instabil -
ity in the country.

In October 2011, Ban
informed Haitian President
Michel Martelly of his goa
to begin a gradual withdraw-
a of themission.

Xinhua



Broadway to celebrate Tony awardswith
NY street party

New York, 7 June —
Broadway is gearing up
for the annual Tony theatre
awards on Sunday with a
roster of top stars set to hit
the red carpet and a simul-
cast slated for a mass view-
ing party in Times Square.
The 67th annual awards,
Broadway's highest hon-
ours, will be held at Radio
City Music Hal and in-
clude appearances by nomi-
nee Tom Hanks and other
stars including Scarlett Jo-
hansson, Sigourney Weav-
er, Jake Gyllenhaal, Anna
Kendrick, Zachary Quinto,
Sally Field, Jesse Tyler Fer-
guson and Jon Cryer.

Hanks is the odds-on
favourite to win best ac-
tor in a play for his Broad-
way debut in the late Nora

Ephron’s “Lucky Guy.”
Other top contenders are
musicals “Matilda,” a Brit-

ish production based on
a Raold Dahl novel, and
“Kinky Boots,” which fea-
tures songs by pop star
Cyndi Lauper.” There is

“New Light of Myanmar
ENTERTAINMENT

nothing like celebrating
Broadway’s most spectacu-
lar night, with Broadway’s

biggest fans, right in the
heart of Times Square”
said Charlotte St. Martin,
executive director of The
Broadway League, and

gather for a photograph
on top of the Empire State
Building in New York, on
4 June, 2013.
REUTERS

Heather Hitchens, execu-
tive director of the Ameri-
can Theatre Wing, in ajoint
statement.

Reuters

Michael Jackson’steen daughter attemptssuicide

Paris Jackson reportedly attempts suicide.

Los ANGELES, 7 June —
Paris Jackson, the 15-year-
old daughter of late pop
star Michael Jackson, was
rushed to a Los Angeles
area hospital on Wednesday
after an apparent suicide at-
tempt, her mother said, but
her family later reported she
is “physically fine.” “Paris
is physically fine and is
getting appropriate  medi-

cal attention,” Perry Sand-
ers, an attorney for Paris
grandmother and guardian,
Katherine Jackson, said in a
statement.

“Being a sendtive
15-year-old is difficult no
matter who you are,” the
statement added. “It is espe-
cially difficult when you lose
the person closest to you.”
Pop singer Jackson died in

Helena Bonham Carter goes
glam to play Elizabeth Taylor

Los ANGELES, 7 June —
British actress Helena Bon-
ham Carter will play late
screen icon Elizabeth Tay-
lor in a TV movie that will
explore Taylor's tempestu-
ous relationship with actor
Richard Burton which cap-
tivated audiences and head-
lines. The first photograph
of Bonham Carter as Taylor
and British actor Dominic
West as Burton was re-
leased by BBC on Wednes-
day, ahead of the premiere
of “Burton and Taylor” on
BBC America in fal this
yesr.

The film’s central fo-
cus will be on Taylor and
Burton's appearance as

co-stars in a 1983 Broad-
way revival of Noel Cow-
ard’'s 1930 risque comedy
play “Private Lives.” In the
play, which brought Taylor
and Burton together seven
years after their second di-
vorce from each other, the
former couple portrayed a
man and woman having an
affair while married to other
people.

Taylor, who died from
heart failure in 2011 aged
79, became one of the most
recognizable Hollywood ac-
tresses in the 1950s, famed
for her beauty and violet
eyes. She was married eight
times, twice to Burton. “Pri-
vate Lives’ would be Bur-

2009 at age 50 from alethal
dose of surgical anesthetic
propofol while preparing for
his“ThislIsIt” seriesof con-
certs in London.The Jack-
son family’ swrongful-death
lawsuit against  concert
promoter AEG Live is cur-
rently at trial in Los Angeles
and family attorneys have
been expected to call Paris
as a witness. Paris’ mother,
Debbie Rowe, told enter-
tainment TV programme
“Entertainment  Tonight”
that her daughter attempted
suicide and had “alot going
on (lately).”

“We appreciate every-
one's thoughts for Paris at

this time and their respect
for the family’ s privacy,” an
atorney for Rowe said in a
statement.Celebrity website
TMZ.com, which first re-
ported the suicide attempt,
said Paris had been taken
from her family’s home in
Calabasas, Cdifornia, by
ambulance at about 2 am
time, citing unnamed sourc-
es. Los Angeles County
Sheriff deputies responded
to a medica situation in
Calabasasat 1:27 am, sheriff
spokesman Steve Whitmore
said, declining to provide
additional details because of
privacy laws.

Reuters

Actress Helena Bonham Carter

ton's last performance. He
died in 1984 from a brain
hemorrhage aged 58.

Last year, troubled
former child star Lindsay
Lohan played Taylor in the
Lifetime TV movie “Liz &
Dick,” which aso chroni-
cled her stormy life with
Burton, and was panned

by fans and critics. Bon-
ham Carter, 47, began her
acting career in British pe-
riod dramas, such as 1992's
“Howard's End,” before
progressing to grittier roles.
She starred in 1999's “Fight
Club” and played a chim-
panzee in 2001's “Planet of
the Apes.”—Reuters
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LonpoN, 7 June —
Sting has turned back to his
childhood in the shadow
of a struggling shipyard
in northern England for a
musical that will debut on
Broadway next year and
his first album of original
material in 10 years. The
musical, “The Last Ship”,
is based on Sting's expe-
riences of living near the
Swan Hunter Shipyard
in Wallsend, Newcastle,
and watching the demise
of Britain's shipbuilding
industry in the 1980s. A
spokeswoman for Sting on
Wednesday said the musi-
cal had aso inspired the
rock star to produce his
first album of new mate-
ria in nearly 10 years, also
caled “The Last Ship”,
that will be released on 23
September “Guest artists
on “The Last Ship” with
roots in the northeast (of

Sting returnsto his childhood
for new musical, album

England) include Brian
Johnson, Jmmy Nail, The
Unthanks, The Wilson
Brothers and Kathryn Tick-
ell,” the spokeswoman said
in a statement. “The Last
Ship”, released on Univer-
sal Music Group's Polydor
Records, will feature 12
songs and be produced by
Rob Mathes. Sting, 61, has
released 10 abums since
going solo from the band
the Police around 1984.
This will be his first album
of original material since
“Sacred Love’ in 2003.
As well as his music, Sting
has acted in a list of films,
including *“Quadrophenia’
and “Lock, Stock, and Two
Smoking Barrels’, and ap-
peared as himself in TV
shows like “The Simpsons’
but this is the first time he
has taken a major role in
producing amusical.
Reuters

Sting performs “Lonesome Day’’ during the 2013
MusiCares Person of the Year tribute honouring Bruce
Springsteen in Los Angeles, California on 8 Feb, 2013.

REUTERS

Madhuri Dixit and Juhi
Chawla celebrate women
cour age

Muwmsal, 7 June— The
team of forthcoming movie
Gulaab Gang, which is
based on the redl life story
of women's grit and de-
termination, has launched
BELIEVE, a campaign that
celebrates the triumphs of
women's heroism. Gulaab
Gang, directed by Soumik
Sen, is loosely based on
Uttar Pradesh-based socia
activiss Sampat Pa and
her Gulabi Gang, which
works towards liberation of

2
<
%

women in the state.

Madhuri Dixit and Juhi
Chawla, who play pivotal
roles in the film, believe
their work should inspire
audiences. “As a credtive
artist, my job has been to
inspire audiences with art
and films I'm part of. And
the campaign alows me to
present before you stories
that are inspiring for us all.
| look forward to saluting
the unknown heroines of the
country,” Madhuri said in a
statement. An initiative by
Benaras Mediaworks in as-
sociation with Gulaab Gang,

%the campaign will bring

“, forth stories of valour

from across the country

and talk about unheard

stories and unsung heroines.

The campaign will

invite entries of wom-

en from across the

country, who have

battled odds and

emerged victo-
rious—PTI
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Paris, 7 June—Maria
Sharapova had better come
armed with a bit more than
the 12 aces
she served
to reach
the final
w hen
facing
her
nem-

esis Serena Williams in the
French Open showpiece on
Saturday. For the second
match running Russian de-
fending champion Sharapo-
va produced a wildly fluc-
tuating display on Thursday
as she beat fierce rival
Victoria Azarenka 6-1,
2-6, 6-4. Williams had
been forced to wait as
Sharapova and Aza-
renka finished their
rain-interrupted two-
hour scrap —then
came out like a hun-
gry tiger to maul
hapless Italian Sara

Errani 6-0, 6-1.

On the day the WTA
celebrated its 40th anni-
versary, top seed Williams
made amockery of Errani’s
world ranking of five as she

Serena Williams of the
US pumps her fist dur-
ing her women'’s singles
semi-final match against
Sara Errani of Italy at
the French Open tennis
tournament at the Roland
Garros stadium in Paris
on 6 June, 2013. Serena
Williams was in no mood
to hang around at Roland
Garros on Thursday as
she walloped 2012 runner-
up Sara Errani 6-0, 6-1 to
reach the French Open fi-
nal for the first time since
2002.—REUTERS
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Serena mauls Errani, Sharapova awaits in final

Maria Sharapova of Russia celebrates defeating
Victoria Azarenka of Belarusin their women’s singles
semi-final match during the French Open tennis
tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Parison
6 June, 2013. —REUTERS

underlined her unshake-
able grip on the women’'s
game. Fifth seed Errani, a
claycourt expert who was
runner-up to Sharapova
last year, pocketed only 16
points and was mercifully
put out of her misery by the
world Nol after 46 min-
utes. Williams won 40 of
her 52 points with winners,
incredible statistics, yet she
seemed unimpressed.

“| didn’t necessarily go
out there feeling great,” she
said. “Itwasmorelike, let's
just see what happens and
try to do the best | could,”
she added with chronic un-
der-statement. Sharapova,
second in the rankings, has

not beaten 31-year-old
Williams since 2004, a
12-match losing sequence.
“I"d be lying if it doesn't
bother me, obviously,”
Sharapova said of her re-
cord against the American
who is looking for her first
singles crown at Roland
Garros since her maiden
French Open title in 2002.
“1 don't think it would be
a pretty competitive state-
ment if | said it didn't.
| would love to change
that around. Obviously,
whatever | did in the past
hasn’t worked, so I'll have
to try to do something
different and hopefully it
will.”—Reuters

Sluggish Bolt beaten by Gatlin in Rome

Rome, 7 June—Us
ain Bolt's defeat by Justin
Gatlin in the 100 meters at
the Rome Diamond League
meeting on Thursday is un-
likely to cause the Olympic
champion too much concern
ahead of August’'s world
championships. American
Gatlin, bronze medalist at
the London Games &fter
a four-year doping ban,
ran 9.94 seconds to edge
Bolt by 0.01 in a race that
showed the Jamaican has
yet to fully recover from
the hamstring injury that
dogged him earlier in the
season.

Bolt's previous defeat
over the distance was at
last year's Jamaican cham-
pionships when fans and
media were stunned as
he was beaten by Yohan
Blake only for the world
record holder to scorch to
the second-fastest time on
record of 9.63 in the Olym-
pic final a few weeks later.
The 26-year-old Bolt got a
good start in Rome but Gat-
lin, who also won in Doha
and Eugene this season, had
moved ahead by halfway
and his rival never looked
like making up the ground.

“That was ridiculous—

Usain Bolt of Jamaica (R) competes with Justin Gatlin

of the US (L) during the men’s 100m event at the Gold-

en Gala | AAF Diamond League at the Olympic stadium

in Rome on 6 June, 2013. Gatlin won the race with Bolt
coming in second.—REUTERS

aperfect start and then | just
cropped off. | think it was
the perfect start that threw
my game off,” six-times
Olympic gold medalist Bolt
told reporters. “At the end
it just wasn't me—at least
| got under 10 seconds,” he
added, referring to his only
other race over 100 metres
this season when he ran
10.09inthe Caymanislands
last month. “For meitisjust
going through the season,
putting things together for
the world championships
(in Moscow). The season is
still very early.”—Reuters

LPGA Championship first

round postponed due to bad
weather

Los ANGELEs, 7 June—
Lightning, followed by tor-
rential rain, at Locust Hill
Country Club in Roches
ter, New York on Thursday
forced the entire first round
of the LPGA Championship
to be postponed until Friday.
Organizers hope to complete
the opening round on Friday
and the second round on Sat-
urday before playing both
the third and fourth rounds
on Sunday to get the second
major of the season back on
track.

“The (wesather) system
we're in now is 140 miles
deep and it's going to take
a good seven hours to get
out of here” Sue Witters,
the lead rules official at the
LPGA Championship, told
reporters. “Then we should
get a good bresk in the mid-

dleof thenight, hopefully for
the golf course to percolate
therain. Friday morning, the
last | wastold, is supposed to
be scattered and spotty, and
then we have a big window.
“Saturday is better and
Sunday is no rain at al, so
Sunday actudly is our best
day with the most golf that
we'll have to play.” More
than an inch of continual
rain on Thursday morning
left the course saturated,
giving organizers no chance
to get the layout ready for
a possible delayed start in
the late afternoon. “Once
the threat of lightning left
the area about 8:30 am, we
could have opened up the
practice facilities, but the
problem then became the

golf course,” said Witter.
Reuters

Ferrer to give Tsonga tougher time than
Federer, says Forget

Paris, 7 June—Jo-
Wilfried Tsonga can ex-
pect David Ferrer to give
him a tougher time than
Roger Federer managed
when they meet in
their French Open
semi-final on
Friday, former
France Davis

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of
France

Bolt and Sanchez to give French
Open awards

Paris, 7 June—Multi-
Olympic champions Usain
Bolt and former French Open
winner Arantxa Sanchez will
award the trophies to the
men’s and women'’s singles
champions, organizers said
here on Thursday. Jamaica's
Bolt will award the Coupe
des Mousguetaires to the
winner of the men’'s singles
on Sunday, aongside the
President of the French Ten-
nis Federation, Jean Gachas-
gn.

Boltisasx-time Olym-
pic champion and five-time

world champion. He holds
three world records in the
100 meters (9.58 seconds),
200m (19.19 seconds) and
4X100m relay (36.84 sec-
onds). He is the first athlete
to have retained his Olympic
titles in the 200m, 200m and
4X100m relay, from Beijing
2008 to London 2012. On
Saturday, Spain’s Arantxa
Sanchez will stand alongside
the FTF president, to award
the Coupe Suzanne-Len-
glen to the women's singles
champion.

Reuters

Cup captain Guy Forget has
warned.  Sixth
seed Tsonga is
bidding to be-
come the first
Frenchman to

win Roland
Garros,
let
aone a
grand slam

title, since Yan-
nick Noah prevailed in Paris
in 1983.

“For Jo, itisgoing to be
harder against Ferrer than
against Roger (Federer),”
Forget, aformer world
number four, told

Reuters on Thurs-
day. Tsonga upset
second seed
and 17-times
grand dlam
cham-
pion

Feder-

er in

straight sets in the quarter-
finals. “The tough match

that was expected for him
against Federer did not
happen,” Forget, who cap-
tained France in the Davis
Cup from 1999-2012, said.
“It will be a very bal-
anced contest,” he added,
reminding that “between
the two, the most consistent
player behind the top four
is Ferrer.” Noah, who beat
Swede Mats Wilander 6-2,
7-5, 7-6 in the 1983 final,
said Tsonga had the game
to match Ferrer. “What |
know is that he (Tsonga)
has been playing solidly.
He's strong physicaly and
mentally,” hetold reporters.
“One can dream but he can
expect a tough match. |
have the feeling that
he can win. He has

what it takes.”
Reuters

David Ferrer
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are with you.

difficult time.

Heartfelt Condolence
U Kyaw Win Maung (Age 93)

We are very saddened to hear of your recent loss
and would like to express our sincere condolences
to the Family of Union Minister U Khin Maung
Soe (Ministry of Electric Power) & Daw Ni Ni.

*We wish to express our heartfelt condolence for
your loss and to let you know that our thoughts

*May peace and comfort find you during this

Maxpower Thaketa / Navigat Energy

J

Daw Than Than Aye.

are with you.

difficult time.

Heartfelt Condolence
U Phyo Min Oo (Age 30)

We are very saddened to hear of your recent loss
and would like to express our sincere condo-
lences to the Family of Union Deputy Minister
U Aung Than Oo (Ministry of Electric Power) &

*We wish to express our heartfelt condolence for
your loss and to let you know that our thoughts

*May peace and comfort find you during this

Maxpower Thaketa / Navigat Energy

Seven dead,
four missing
in Nepal
landdlide

KaTtamanbu, 7 June—
A landslide flattened two
houses in a mountainous
district in northeastern Ne-
pal early Thursday, killing
seven members of a family
and leaving four other peo-
ple missing, police said.

The landslide hit
Thukimba village in the
Taplgjung district about
240 kilometres east of
Kathmandu a 12:35 am,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police Govinda Acharya,
who is police chief for the
district, told Kyodo News
by telephone. Police, Nepal
Army soldiers and Armed
Police Force personnel are
searching for the four peo-
ple still missing.

Acharya said the dis-
trict had seen intermittent
rainfall for the past few
days.

Kyodo News

The Special Round Table Discussion “ The Future of Transportation” is held
during the 2013 Fortune Global Forum in Chengdu, capital of southwest China's
Sichuan Province, on 6 June, 2013. —XINHUA
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Under-fire Perez says his Monaco move not

MONTREAL, 7 June —
Sergio Perez has defended
himself against criticism
that he drove like “an idi-
ot” at last month’s Monaco
Grand Prix, insisting he did
nothing wrong. The Mexi-
can came under fire from
rival drivers after he col-
lided with Formula Onetitle
contender Kimi Raikkonen

Indonesia, France seek to expand cooper ation
in energy, transport

JAKARTA, 7 June—In-
donesia and France are
seeking the possibility to
expand their cooperation
in renewable energy and
transport sectors, according
to government sources.

French Minister for
Foreign Trade Nicole
Bricq, during her recent
visit to Indonesia, sad
France's experience in the
application of renewable
energy would contribute to
the planned cooperation in
the sector with Indonesia.

“l come here to un-
derstand the opportunity
of investment in Indonesia
so that I can tell the firms
in France,” said Nicole
when meeting with Indo-
nesian Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister Jero
Wacik on Wednesday to
discuss the possibility of
cooperation in the field.

She added that France
has both the experience and
capability in developing
renewable energy. Wacik
said that Indonesia badly

needed more energy, and
electricity in particular.
“Right now the Mad-
am minister (Nicole) said
that she was very confident
in investing in Indonesia’s
electricity, because of its
market of 250 million peo-
plehere,” Wacik told ajoint
press conference after his
meeting with Nicole.
Indonesia’ sdemand for
electricity grows by 9 per-
cent annually, but currently
the country’s electrification
rate is only over 70 percent,

the energy ministry said. In
addition to the renewable
energy sector, France also
was seeking the possibility
to cooperate in mass rapid
transport and air transport
sectors.

Earlier on Tuesday,
Nicole met with Indonesian
Deputy Minister of Trans-
port Bambang Susantono at
the transport ministry, say-
ing that France seeks to de-
velop super fast trains and
electric railways in Indone-
sia—Xinhua

‘stupid’
in the most recent race of the
championship but was ada-
mant he was not to blame.

“Every maneuver that
you try to do in Monaco to
try to overtake people is on
the limit,” Perez told report-
ers on Thursday ahead of
this weekend's Canadian
Grand Prix. “I did a couple
of moves on the limit which
at the end of the day went
badly. The result was not the
one | was expecting.”But, |
think the maneuvers | did,
they were right. | did noth-
ing stupid.”

Perez made contact
with Raikkonen when he
tried to overtake him at the
entrance to a chicane on the
tight Monaco street circuit.

Raikkonen's Lotus suf-

fered a tire puncture and he
fell back through the field
before recovering to fin-
ish 10th. Raikkonen, who
is currently second behind
Sebastian Vettel in the
championship  standings,
suggested the 23-year-old
McLaren driver needed a
punchintheface. But Perez,
who failed to finish the race,
said he was unfazed by the
criticism and did not expect
any lingering problems at
Montrea’s Circuit Gilles
Villeneuve, another tricky
street circuit. “At the end of
the day we are humans, and
you are very upset, very an-
gry, and straight away you
want to criticize somebody,”
Perez said.

Reuters

McLaren Formula One
driver Sergio Perez of
Mexico steers his car
during the qualifying
session of the Monaco
F1 Grand Prix on 25

May, 2013.
REUTERS
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Presdent U Thein Sein receives Philippine  World Economic
Forum helps put
Myanmar back on
Inter national stage

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 June—
President U Thein Sein
received a delegation led
by Mr Benigno Aquino,
President of the Republic
of the Philippines who is
in Nay Pyi Taw to attend
the World Economic Fo-
rum on East Asia, at the
Credentials Hall of the
Presidential Palace, here,
this morning.

counter part

Present on the oc-
casion together with the
President were Union
MinistersU WunnaMaung
Lwin, U Than Htay, U
Zeyar Aung and Dr Ko Ko
0o, Deputy MinistersU Ye
Htut and U Aung Than Oo,
and departmental heads.

The Philippine del-
egation led by President
Mr Benigno Aquino was

accompanied by the Phil-
ippine Ambassador to
Myanmar.

At the call, they ex-
changed views on further
strengthening friendly ties
between Myanmar and the
Philippines and matters
of mutual cooperation
not only between the two
governmentsbut alsointhe
private sector on agricul-

Matriculation exam resultsreleased
through Nay Pyi Taw Myanma Athan

Nay Pyi Taw My-
anma Radio will air the
matricul ation examresults
of the studentswho sat for
the exam held in March,
2013 at exam centers in
regions and states with
poor transportation. Such
exam centers include
those in Tanai, Shinbw-
eyan, Machanbaw, Putao,
Nagmon, Phakant, Kamai,
Sumprabun, Chipwe and
SinboinKachin State; Pa-
pun, Kamamaung, Kya-in-
Seikkyi, and Tagundaing
inKayin State; Kanpetlet,

Matupi, Yezwa, Lailinpi,
Mindat and Paletwa in
Chin State; Gwa, Kyein-
tali, Sabthwa, Manaung
and Zayatgonkhin in Ra-
khine State; Monghkat,
Mongyan, Mongphyat,
Monghsat, Mongton,
Mongpying, Mongyawng,
Hopan, Laukkai, Kun-
long, Momeik, Namhsan
(north) , Mantung, Mabein,
Ngaoe, Mongkai, Tong-
hong, Maukmai, Kyethe-
mansan, Mongnai, Kun-
hing, Mongpan, Mongshu
and Wankan in Shan State;

Pulaw, Palauk, Pala and
Bokpyin in Taninthayi
Region, Pauk, Yepya,
Htilin, Saw, Laungshe,
Kyaukhtu, Sedoktaraand
Ngaphe in Magway Re-
gion; Nanyun, Leshi and
Lahe in Sagaing Region;
and CocogyuninYangon
Region.

The results will be
aired through short wave
50.71 m 5915 KHz, short
wave 50.12 m 5985 KHz,
medium wave 411.52 m
729 KHz starting 8.00 am
on 8 June.—MNA

M atriculation examination results

The results of the
matricul ation examination
held in March 2013 are
released at 06.00 am today
(8-6-2013) Saturday. The
results are posted at the
same time at respective

r eleased

examination centers in
respective regions/states
and townships. In addition,
the exam results of the
students from Yangon
Region/states are posted
at No.1 Basic Education

High School Insein, No.1
BEHSY ankin,No.3BEHS
Kamayut, No.1 BEHS
Lanmadaw, No.2 BEHS
Dagon, and No.1 BEHS
Thingangyun.

MNA

U Thein
Sein,
President
of the
Republic
of the
Union of
Myanmar,
holds
discussion
with Mr
Benigno
Aquino,
President
of the
Republic
of the
Philippines.
MNA

ture, mining and electrical
sectors.
MNA

NayY Py1 Taw, 7 June—
World Economic Forum
on East Asia 2013 held for
three days including pre-
forum seminars wrapped
up successfully today.

Itisthefirst for Myan-
mar to host aninternational
forum under the theme of
“Sharing Prosperity” with
the attendance of heads of
State for East Asia, min-
isters, deputy ministers,
personalities, company
presidents and CEOs, ex-
perts in various fields and
over 300well-knownmedia
menfromaroundtheworld.

The final day of the
forumfocused on social se-
curity, encouraging devel-
opment through strategic
infrastructure, overcoming
challengeswithtechnologi-
cal advancement, compre-

hensive and sustainable
tourism development, ef-
fectiveinvestment, and co-
operation with Myanmar.

The successful forum
could make the world
countries understand more
about Myanmar. Under
the theme of “ Courageous
Transformation for Inclu-
sion and Integration”, it
has provided an excellent
opportunity to Myanmar
to reshape and rebrand
herself.

A Thai techniciansaid,
“A very interesting. | par-
ticularly focused on how
thegovernment and private
businessmen can cooperate
for the future of Myanmar.
I’mespecially interestedin
what would happen here
over the coming years.”

MNA

World Economic Forum on East Asia 2013 in progress at Myanmar
I nternational Convention Centre (MICC).—mNa

Memorandum of Cooperation between
MRCS, NRCS signed

YANGON, 7 June—
Signing ceremony of Mem-
orandum of Cooperation
between Myanmar Red
Cross Society and Nor-
wegian Red Cross Soci-
ety was held at Central
Council Room, Myanmar
Red Cross Office, here,
on 5 June. Professor Dr
Tha Hla Shwe, President
of MRCS addressed an
opening speech and Mr
SvenMollekleiv, President
of NRCS spoke on the oc-
casion.

After that, the MRCS

President and the NRCS
President signed Memo-
ran-dum of Cooperation,in
the presence of the Secre-
tary-General of MRCSand
the Regional Representa-
tive Asiaof NRCS. Heads
of Divisions of MRCS,
Representatives from the
International Committee
of the Red Cross, Interna-
tional Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent
Societies, Partner National
Societies, guests and local
and foreign journalists at-
tended the ceremony. Un-

der the Agreement, MRCS
and NRCS will implement
the projects: Community
Based DRR and Urban
DRR Projects, Logistics
Development Project, Wa-
ter and Sanitation Emer-
gency Preparedness and
Response, and Community
based Health Devel opment
Programme focused on
Maternal, Newborn and
Child Health.

The presidentsof soci-
eties, then, answered ques-
tionsraised by journalists.

Moe Thu Zar Soe



