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All prisoners express their ardent hope for granting of
next general amnesty by Presdent

NAy Pyi Taw, 30 Dec—The Chairman of Myanmar National Human Rights Commission and party visited the Insein Prison and Hlay-Hlaw-1nn Yebet Prison Labour Camp and

issued a statement today.

The full text of the statement is as follows: -

Statement by the Myanmar National Human Rights

Commission on its visits to the Insein Prison and Hlay-

Hlaw-Inn Yebet Prison Labour Camp

Aneight-member team of the Commission, headed by itsChairman visited thelnsein
Prisonon27 December 2011 andtheHlay-Hlaw-InnYY ebet Prison L abour CampinHlegu
Townshipon28December 2011. Earlier afour-member teamof theCommissionvisited
MyitkyinaPrison on 9 December 2011. Thevisits provided aval uable opportunity to
observeat firsthand thedaily livesof theprisonersand thegeneral conditionsinwhich
they areservingtheir respectiveprisonterms. Inthisregard, theCommissionisgrateful
for the full cooperation extended by the prison authorities.
DuringthevisitstoInsein Prison and Hlay-Hlaw-Inn'Y ebet Prison L abour Camp, the
team was briefed by the prison official sthat management of the prison was based on
theMyanmar Jail Manual and UN Standard Minimum Rulesfor Treatment of Prisoners.
Theteam observed the provision of health care and recreational facilities, serving of
daily meals, provisionof linguisticand computer training, conduct of formal education
classes and religious activities carried out in the prison.

TheCommissionhad received communicationsfromdifferent chaptersof theAmnesty
International alleging that the prisoners who recently staged hunger strike were put
in*“dog cells’, maltreated and deprived even of water.

During thevisit, therefore, the team interviewed three prisonerswho took part in the
recent strikes.

All prisonersinterviewed stated that they werenot deprived of water and wereprovided
withmedical attentionboth duringand after thestrikes. Theal legationsregarding“ dog
cells’ asoprovedtobeuntrue. Thehunager strikerswereeach heldin cellsmeasuring

10 feet by 22 feet which were clean and property ventilated.

DuringthevisittoHlay-Hlaw-Inn'Y ebet Prison Labour Camp, theteam observed the

campfacilitiesandinterviewed anumber of prisoners, who expressedtheir viewsand

concernsinacandid manner. The camp authoritiestook notesof themwithaview to
taking corrective actions.

Based on the tour of the prison and the interviews, the Myanmar National Human

RightsCommissionwishestomakethefollowing observationsandrecommendations:

- The number of prisonersin the Insein Prison far exceeds its maximum holding
capacity. The Commission findsthis prison congestion as an important source of
grievances which should be addressed in atimely fashion.

- The provision of meditation sessions, in the view of the Commission, has a
salutary effect ontheprisoners’ stateof mindinthelongtermanditscontinuation
is strongly recommended.

- Bible studies for Protestants and Confessional and Communion Services for
Catholicsand suitablereligiousprogramsfor Muslimsand Hindus should also be
organized as appropriate. In this regard, the Commission is pleased to find a
chapel, amosqgue, a Hindu temple and Buddhist shrine on the prison premises.

All prisoners interviewed expressed their ardent hope for the granting of the next

general amnesty by the President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar. In this

regard, the Commissionwouldliketorecall that it had appeal ed tothe President on 12

November 2011 for therel ease of theremaining prisonerswho do not poseathreat to

thestability of the Stateand publictranquility. The Commissionwould earnestly like

toreiterate this appeal.
Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
30December 2011
Yangon



