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All prisoners express their ardent hope for granting of
next general amnesty by President

NAY PYI TAW, 30 Dec—The Chairman of Myanmar National Human Rights Commission and party visited the Insein Prison and Hlay-Hlaw-Inn Yebet Prison Labour Camp and
issued a statement today.

The full text of the statement is as follows:-

Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of Defence…

Statement by the Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission on its visits to the Insein Prison and Hlay-

Hlaw-Inn Yebet Prison Labour Camp
1. An eight-member team of the Commission, headed by its Chairman visited the Insein

Prison on 27 December 2011 and the Hlay-Hlaw-Inn Yebet Prison Labour Camp in Hlegu
Township on 28 December 2011. Earlier a four-member team of the Commission visited
Myitkyina Prison on 9 December 2011. The visits provided a valuable opportunity to
observe at firsthand the daily lives of the prisoners and the general conditions in which
they are serving their respective prison terms. In this regard, the Commission is grateful
for the full cooperation extended by the prison authorities.

2. During the visits to Insein Prison and Hlay-Hlaw-Inn Yebet Prison Labour Camp, the
team was briefed by the prison officials that management of the prison was based on
the Myanmar Jail Manual and UN Standard Minimum Rules for Treatment of Prisoners.
The team observed the provision of health care and recreational facilities, serving of
daily meals, provision of linguistic and computer training, conduct of formal education
classes and religious activities carried out in the prison.

3. The Commission had received communications from different chapters of the Amnesty
International alleging that the prisoners who recently staged hunger strike were put
in “dog cells”, maltreated and deprived even of water.

4. During the visit, therefore, the team interviewed three prisoners who took part in the
recent strikes.

5. All prisoners interviewed stated that they were not deprived of water and were provided
with medical attention both during and after the strikes. The allegations regarding “dog
cells” also proved to be untrue. The hunger strikers were each held in cells measuring

10 feet by 22 feet which were clean and property ventilated.
6. During the visit to Hlay-Hlaw-Inn Yebet Prison Labour Camp, the team observed the

camp facilities and interviewed a number of prisoners, who expressed their views and
concerns in a candid manner. The camp authorities took notes of them with a view to
taking corrective actions.

7. Based on the tour of the prison and the interviews, the Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission wishes to make the following observations and recommendations:
- The number of prisoners in the Insein Prison far exceeds its maximum holding

capacity. The Commission finds this prison congestion as an important source of
grievances which should be addressed in a timely fashion.

- The provision of meditation sessions, in the view of the Commission, has a
salutary effect on the prisoners’ state of mind in the long term and its continuation
is strongly recommended.

- Bible studies for Protestants and Confessional and Communion Services for
Catholics and suitable religious programs for Muslims and Hindus should also be
organized as appropriate. In this regard, the Commission is pleased to find a
chapel, a mosque, a Hindu temple and Buddhist shrine on the prison premises.

8. All prisoners interviewed expressed their ardent hope for the granting of the next
general amnesty by the President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar. In this
regard, the Commission would like to recall that it had appealed to the President on 12
November 2011 for the release of the remaining prisoners who do not pose a threat to
the stability of the State and public tranquility. The Commission would earnestly like
to reiterate this appeal.

        Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
    30 December 2011

             Yangon

                                    (from page 16)
technologists. In performing services for diagnostics, curative
and rehabilitative, psychological support which is rooted in
their attitude and soul, is more effective than drugs and
medical equipments.

Apart from conventional medicine, they should study
traditional medicine using medicinal plants. Traditional
medicines are so efficient that the Ministry of Health opened
the Traditional Medicine Department to upgrade the traditional
medicine. Rural population mainly utilizes traditional medicines
and it is found that they are useful and effective. With
effective and readily available traditional medicines, they
should study and apply the traditional medicine in providing
effective healthcare services.

He went on that concerning skills, they should be able
to decide promptly based on theories and systematic practices
in order to provide medical services accurately and effectively.
Today, science and technologies have advanced in a great
momentum. Since they are combat soldiers-cum-medical
professionals who ought to be acquainted with injuries likely
to be caused by modern nuclear, chemical, and biological
weapons, they must constantly study military science along
with medical advances in biotechnology, radiography and
nanotechnology.

He said that they must take care of the health of
members of the Tatmadaw and their families, so that the

Tatmadawmen could carry out their national defence duties
in good health. At the same time, they are required to keep on
studying the nursing and paramedical sciences in relation to
the nature of the modern wars in order to excel in their
respective specialized fields. Only then will they become well-
trained, skilled and confident members of the medical corps
who could achieve victories.

Chapter (7), Section (340) of the 2008 Constitution
prescribes that the military strategy has to be implemented
with Tatmadaw leadership. In accordance with the
constitutional act, all have to develop solidarity with local
people in assigned areas by supporting the rural development
and poverty alleviation activities which have been initiated by
the State.

The Tatmadawmen participated effectively within a
short time frame in relief and rehabilitative measures for
damages in Ayeyawady, Yangon and Bago regions hit by
Cyclone Nargis in May 2008. Along with the Tatmadaw, the
medical corps also carried out health care activities with
special medical teams in the affected regions.

He continued that similarly, Cyclone Giri that hit Rakhine
State in October 2010, and Earthquake that struck in Tarlay,
Eastern Shan State in March, 2011 in which the medical corps
actively participated in provision of healthcare services. For
the flooded ares in Pakokku District in October, 2011,
Tatmadawmen from Meiktila, Kyaukpadaung, Magway,
Pakokku, Yesagyo, Monywa, Ayadaw and Shwebo
Cantonments participated in relief and rehabilitative activities
in collaboration with local officials and local people.

The Tatmadaw had been doing such public welfare

tasks since pre-Independence days, and throughout the
post-Independence era striving for stability, peace, and
development. In the democratization task currently initiated
by the government, Tatmadawmen must take up defence and
national politics duties in order to bring about peace and
tranquility.

In conclusion, he urged them to
- adhere to Our Three Main National Causes, and to

safeguard the noble traditions of the Tatmadaw, and
strictly abide by the sixty codes of military conduct.

- be qualified nurses and medical technologists, they
need to study continuously according to the motto of
MINP “Skillful, and Supportive Medical corps”.

- build the Tatmadaw into a strong, capable and modern
patriotic armed forces with the four unit building tasks
and three responsibilities as guidelines.

- develop a firm and lasting national unity and support
the local community in line with sound and noble
ethical norms so as to become inseparable with the
people, and Tatmadawmen who abide by the State
Constitution of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar.
Next, the Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence

Services left the parade ground after taking salute of the cadet
companies.

After the ceremony, the Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services met three outstanding cadets and their
parents at the hall of the Institute and spoke words of honour
to them.

MNA

Relief aid flows to fire victims in Yangon
YANGON, 29 Dec— Union

Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement U
Aung Kyi this evening gave
relief aids to the fire-victims
of this early morning
warehouse fire in Mingala
Taungnyunt Township here.

packages of noodle
accomodated to K 12187540
to the victims who are now
accomated at Maha Wizara
Yama Monastery

Htoo Co donated K30
million, Kanbawza Bank 20
million and wellwishers K8.6
million to the fire victims
through the Union Minister.

The Union Minister and
officials also handed over K
1650000 to families of the
victims who died in the fire
and comforted them. They
also comforted the families of
the five firefighters who died
in the fire.—MNA

The Union Minister
went to a temporary relief
camp  for the victims at Maha
Wizaya Yama Monastery and
presented relief aids and food
for two weeks to the victims
whose houses were destroyed
by the fire started at the
warehouse.

The Union Minister and
officials concerned also
donated relief aids and robes
to monks whose monasteries
were collapsed.

The relief aids include
six materials for
rehabilitation, 236 Korea-
made blankets, 4504

NAY PYI TAW, 29 Dec—
Second work committee
meeting for holding
Myanmar Health Research
Conference 2011, took place
at medical Research
Department (lower Myanmar),
Yangon on 24 December, with
an opening address by
Deputy Minister for Health
Dr Daw Myat Myat Ohn Khin.

Secretary of
Committee Deputy Director-
General Dr Ye Htut reported
on progress of works and
those present coordinated

Second work committee for holding Myanmar
Health Research Conference 2011 meets

essentials. After that, the
Deputy Minister gave
concluding remarks.

Opening of the
Conference, paper reading

session and poster show will
be held at  Medical Research
Department (lower Myanmar)
from 9 to 13 January, 2012.

MNA

KYAUKPYU, 29 Dec—The opening of a diesel power
station was held in Hnanphetaung Village of Kyaukpyu
Township on 16 December.

Responsible persons formally opened the power
station by switching on the supply of electricity. The station
supplies electricity to 417 people of 8 houses in the village
from 6 pm to 9 pm daily.—District IPRD

Self-reliant power station
launchedTake Fire

Preventive
Measures
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