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According to international reaction, the fact that MNHRC is fifth national
human rights institution in ASEAN has enhanced image of country

On 16 March 2012, the Speaker of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, based on the opinion of the
Joint Bill Committee that the establishment of the Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission (MNHRC) is not consistent with the Constitution and existing laws, decided
that the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission is not part of the Leading Bodies
of the State and that the request for the budget appropriations for the Commission is revoked.

This items of news was widely reported both inside and outside the country and led to
the public assumption that the Commission has become defunct and resulted in various
comments and queries. There were also expressions of concern both inside and outside the
country.

The Commission was established in order to promote and protect the fundamental rights
of the citizens of Myanmar enshrined in the Constitution as well as to interact with the United
Nations and other international organizations. This is to enable the enhanced enjoyment of
human rights and to contribute to the current democratization process both in form and
essence.

Here it is pertinent to examine all the relevant provisions of the Constitution. It is found that
under these provisions, every citizen shall enjoy the rights of equality, the right of liberty and
the right of justice and necessary laws shall be enacted to make citizens’ freedom, rights, benefits,
responsibilities and restrictions effective, steadfast and complete.

It is found that, subject to the provisions of the Constitution, the executive power of the
Union extends to administrative matters over which the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has power to
make laws. It is also found that, subject to the provisions of the Constitution, the executive
power of the Union is vested in the President. The Commission is of the view that it is as part
of the exercise of that executive power that the President had established the MNHRC. The
establishment of the Commission under the present circumstances is not only appropriate
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and timely but also has resulted in positive benefits for the citizens and the State. The
Commission is an institution formed by the President under the executive power vested in
him. The fact that it is not part of the Leading Bodies of the State and that its budget had been
revoked has no effect on the existence and functioning of the Commission.

The MNHRC is an institution founded to promote and protect the human rights of
citizens in a sustainable manner. The Commission is of the view that, in order to fully comply
with the Paris Principles and act as an independent institution, it needs to become an
institution established under an act of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. Under the Paris Principles, to
enable the Commission to function independently, adequate funding should be provided
to it. The Commission will systematically utilize the funding provided by the Government
as well as other sources.

Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand from ASEAN and many countries
of the world have established national human rights commissions to promote and protect
human rights. In the initial stages of establishing their commissions, many of the countries
established them under a Presidential decree or decree by the Prime Minister. Subsequently
enabling acts of national human rights commissions were enacted and those commissions
functioned in accordance with those acts. According to international reaction, the fact that
the MNHRC is the fifth national human rights institution in ASEAN has enhanced the image
of the country. For these reasons, to strengthen the MNHRC in the long run, the Commission,
pursuant to the guidance of the President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, is already
drafting an enabling national human rights commission act. The Commission will submit
the draft to the President and, if approved, present to the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw for adoption.

The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission, in accordance with its mandate,
will continue to promote and protect the fundamental rights of citizens enshrined in the
Constitution with added momentum.

The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
Date: 27 March 2012
Yangon

No. 1 Stanford women beat Duke to reach Final Four

FRESNO, 27 March—
When fall practice began,
Tara VanDerveer had no idea
if her young team would get
back to a fifth straight Final
Four.

One thing she did
know: Nnemkadi Ogwumike
would do all in her power to
get Stanford to Denver.

Ogwumike and Co.
would like nothing more than
to haul a championship
trophy home from the Mile
High City.

She made it happen on
both ends of the floor with
29 points and nine rebounds
Monday night despite
constant double-teams,
sending top-seeded
Stanford past No. 2 seed
Duke 81-69 in the Fresno
Regional final for the
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know if I could answer yes,”
VanDerveer said. “Nneka,
she has put our team on her
back almost all year. If it
hasn’t been Nneka it’s been
Chiney.”

Little sister, Chiney, did
plenty to seal this one, too —
along with everybody else.
Chiney Ogwumike grabbed
17 rebounds to go with 12
points and freshman Amber
Orrange came through with
13 points and four assists as
the Cardinal extended their
school-record winning streak
to 32 games. “I told myself
going into the game I was
going to get every rebound,”
Chiney Ogwumike said.

She’ll have to do that
and then some in her next
game. Bring on Brittney
Griner and unbeaten Baylor
(38-0). Stanford is likely to
pull in 6-foot-5 male practice
player Andrew Klein to play
the part of the 6-8 Griner in
practice as the Cardinal did
last year while preparing for
a possible matchup with
Baylor.

Internet

Cardinal’s fifth straight Final
Four berth.

“I’m really proud of our
team. If you asked me in the
beginning of the season is
this a Final Four team, I don’t

Stanford’s Chiney
Ogwumike, right, drives

to the basket against
Duke’s Haley Peters

during the first half of
an NCAA women’s

tournament regional
final college basketball

game on 26 March,
2012, in Fresno, Calif.
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NAY PYI TAW, 27 March—
In commemoration of World
TB Day, a ceremony to mark
the World TB Day-2012 took
place at U Ottama Hall of
Sittway in Rakhine State

Sittway marks World TB Day-2012
yesterday, with an address
of Rakhine State Chief
Minister U Hla Maung Tin.

On the occasion, State
Minister for Social Affairs
Dr Aung Kyaw Min read out

the message sent by
President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar.
Those present looked
around the booth.

MNA

YANGON, 27 March— To
mark the 67th Anniversary
Armed Forces Day, an
opening ceremony of a self-
reliant tarred road on
Mawkan (12) Road in
Punnasu Ward in Bago on 25
March morning.

At the inauguration,
Region Minister for

Self-reliant road put into service to mark
67th Armed Forces Day

Development Affairs U Ye
Myint Tun, director of the
region development affairs
committee U Aung Myint
and member of the committee
for construction of the road
formally cut the ribbon to put
the ceremony into action.

And Bago Region Chief
Minister U Nyan Win pressed

the button to unveil its
signboard.

The newly-opened road
is 1350 feet in length, 12 feet
in width, and the cost of the
road is a total of K 187,000—
K 590,000 from the fund of
the development affairs
committee, and the rest from
the public fund.—MNA
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