KRC ATTITUDE anpo PERSPECTIVE
TOWARDS

REPATRIATION

After the transition from military government to civilian government in
Burma, most of the people hope that a positive change could take place. If a
genuine and realistic change indeed does take place, then another step in the
repatriation process for the people to resettle to their own land would
definitely follow. However, the arrangements of any refugee's return should
comply according to the standard of international law.

KRC, as the main supervisory body, represents 7 camps,
approximately 150,000 refugees, and administers all the affairs of the camps’
management and programmes. Thus, KRC has the responsibility to take the
lead on developing any plan for repatriation and for co-ordinating with
organizations such as NGOs/INGOs and CBOs in this process. In this way,
regarding the repatriation, KRC will stand for firstly, the choice of the
individual refugee to make their own decision and secondly, the changes in
Burma need to be legitimately recognized and recommended by the
international communities. Therefore, under the management of KRC - EC,
some conditions required as below have been laid down.

(1) There should be a complete cessation of fighting and end of political
conflict in the country

(2) There should be genuine peace and mutual understanding /mutual respect
between the Burmese government and ethnic groups

(3) The Burmese government should allow the assisting international
organizations and human rights groups to work and function in the country
without any restriction

(4) The Burmese government whether at Union or State level, should give
full support to community based organizations

(5) The right should be given to the organizations/individuals who want to
help the needy persons according to their wishes

(6) If the people have accepted the areas/locations chosen for them, they
should have the right to decide and report which area/location to live in

(7) The right should be provided to KRC's delegation or “Refugee Returning
Committee” to go and access the assigned locations/areas



OTHER RIGHTS FOR RETURNEES

(1) The right for individuals to return, to shelter in any area or to resettle in
third country should be recognized

(2) Sufficient and adequate time should be allowed for preparation to return

(3) Independent information centres should be allowed to be set up in every
area/location recognized for the returnees to provide and receive information

(4) Educational, health and other civil rights should be provided accordingly
to the needs of the returnees, and recognition of all documents which have
been provided in the camps

(5) Proper security should be provided and given to the concerned
organizations

(6) The allocated areas/locations for resettlement should be in line with
civilians’ typical living conditions.

(7) Every step taken in the process of repatriation by concerned individuals,
organizations and governments should abide by the international refugee law
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