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BALLOTS AGAINST
PEOPLES'WILL

The activitiesdone by
the military government in the region of
PALAUNG againstthe people’'swillto
gainapproved ballots.

Palaung Working Group Against
SPDC Referendum
PSLF, PYNG,PWO
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Record of Honour

In this report we attentatively record the systemmatic effort of the
responsible and patriotic gentlemen, gentlewomen and the youth from all
walks of life from the townships of Nanseng, Lashio, Kyaukme, Maingau,
Thipaw, Montong,Namtu, Kutkaing, Namkam and Muse and members of
the Palaung working group which was composed of Palaung state liberation
front (PSLF), Palaung Youth Network Group( PYNG), Palaung Women
Organization (PWO) who gathered and collected the cheating means and
ways of the SPDC during the referendum.
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Words of Gratitude

We'd like to offer a special thank to teacher Jokemagima of Nagoya,
NCUB, PDC and SYCB that funded us to watch the polling booths and to
collect the facts. And we're very grateful to DPNS that energetically helpd
us publish this report and all friends and comrades who helped us in many

ways.

Palaung Working Group Against SPDC Referendum
PSLF, PYNG,PWO
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Aim of the Report

The main aim of the reportis to let people know the referendum result of
SPDC was not a legitimate result and its apparent violations of genuine will
of the people.

Inthe SPDC's referendum to ratify the constitution, forced collection of
approved ballots, collection of pre-ballots and cheating in ballots counting
by the SPDC were clearly seen. These unjust conduct of the junta is included
in the report.

Believing this report can help document the protests of the whole
population of Burma including the international community against the action
of the junta that tried to adopt the constitution written as its own will by the
referendum, we have composed this report o
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Chapter (1)

Mean and actions done

Paléung State Liberation Army (PSLA) was forced to disarm and ch-ange tl

Palaung Ethnic Group since 2005

The SPDC held a referendum
against genuine will of the people to
adpot the constitution on the 10" of
May 2008. To reveal the various uneven
actions of the SPDC before the
referendum to adopt the constitution
and to express genuine will of the
people, the Palaung working group for
opposing the SPDC'’s referendum was
formed and started implementing the
work planned from the first week of
March.

The Palaung working group
consists of Palaung State Liberation
Front (PSLF), Palaung Youth Network
Group (PYNG) and Palaung Women
Organization (PWO) that opposes the
SPDC'’s referendum carried out vote
No Campaigns and processes of
referendum watch in Nanseng, Lashio,
Kyauk me, Maingou, Thipaw, Mantong,
Namtu, Kutkaing, Nam Kan and Muse
Tops where Palaung people live with
the help of responsible patriotic men,
women, and youth.

heir name as
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The working group, in
coorperation with the local people
of respective regions tried to get
the facts needed in danger by
collecting news, organizing to vote
no in referendum, watching polling
booths, collecting records
concerning the referendum and
interviewing people who vote and
reponsible persons of the polling
booths.

-—__..—-—uu—‘ﬂ'_l

lllllllf

sl

List of the polling booths
being watched by
Palaung Working Group

No.Located Township No. of the polling booth Number of Pb(A) Numberof Pb(B)
1. Nanseng Tsp. Hukin Village tract 7 13
2. Kayarlun
3. Kyauk phyu yon
4. Kwantie
5. Payargyi
6. Mingalar Quarter
7. Nam Woe Quarter
8. Montong Tsp. Narau Village Tract
No.1 Man Sut 5 15
9. Narau Village Tract
No.2 Pan Yaung
10. Man Poon Village
11. Sai Lain Village
12. Myoma Village
13. Nam Kum Tsp Ho naung No.4,Polling Booth 11
14. Mingalar Kwet Thit No.3. Pb.
15. Myole Payar Kyaung No.3 Pb.
16 Koekon,Hathin,Naung Chain
17. Naung Sant No.1 Quarter No.1, Pb.
18. Naungkar Village Pb.
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19. Man Kan Village Tract Pb

20. Man Sat Village Tarct Pb.

21. Man Aung Village Tract Pb.

22. Parlin Village Tract Pb.

23. Mai wee ywamagyi

24. Muse Tsp Christian Quarter

25. Kaung muton Quarter

26. Kut Kaing No.5 Quarter

27. Mawhan

28. Man Naung

29. No.2 Quarter

30. Pan Kyan, Lweyom

31. No.3 Quarter

32. No.1 Quarter

33. Nampatkar No.3 Pb.

34.Kyauk Me Tsp No0.8 Quarter
No.1,Pb(SPS.10)

35. No0.8 Quarter No.2,Pb(SHS.1)

36. No0.9 Quarter No.1,Pb.(SHS.1)

37. No0.9 Quarter No.2,Pb(SPS.6)

38. Kywegone Village Tract

39. Ko mone Village Tract

40. No.1Quarter (SHS.1)

41. Thipaw Tsp No.1 Quarter

42. No.3 Quarter

43. Moetae Village Tract

44, Namtu Tsp No.(8/1/12) Quarter

45, No.(3/4/5/6) Quarter
46. Nam taung kone

47. Sai Khaung Village Tract
48. Haitaung Village Tract
49. Lashio Tsp No.5 Quarter (No.1)
50. No.5 Quarter (No.2)
51. No.6 Quarter

52. No0.12 Quarter

53. No0.10 Quarter

54. No0.10 Quarter

55. Kae nin Village Tract
56. Mae han Village Tract
57. Konetha Village Tract
Total. 57

Pbs being Watched 130

*A. Being watched thoroughly
**B, Being watched generally
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Chapter (2)
Referendum and Political
Situation in Palaung Region

Long termed various kinds of oppressive rule of the military dictatorship
have made Palaung people feeble in confiding to each other among leading
organizing organizations to lead clearly.

At present, the PSLO that has led Palaung people for their national
liberation, PSLF that continues implementing the PSLO’s policy, PYNG,
PWO and neutral Palaung Literature and Culture committee are doing their
activities. And Palaung USDA, which supports the junta’s policy also does
it's activities.

PSLA which had to be changed as Palaung ethnic organization was
forced to be given up weapons in 2005 and then its important person vice
president Tar nyi lon was dead. So owing to the present weakness in leading
role and all-sided pressure of the SPDC, the Palaung ethnic organization
has been in a tight corner.

Although PSLF which continues fighting against SPDC for Palaung People
PYNG and PWO are supported by Palaung people, all its activities have
been tightly restricted, controlled and annihilated by the junta.

U Kun Pwint, the leader of the Nanseng USDA, Tun Myat Lay, the
leader of the Ngonsai militia and U kyaw Ohn, a delegate for the SPDC'’s
national convention and leader of Ohmaswam militia had accepted the
opportunities granted by the SPDC and fully implemented what they were
asked.

In the constituation written by SPDC as their own will, Palaung region is
allowed to be an autonomous region like other ethnic people. There are
some Palaung leaders who expect it as a last chance. But there are also
some leaders who believe it is needed to watch carefully.

As for sycophant Palaung Leaders of USDA and leaders of militia they
try to organize Palaung people to do as the SPDC instructed them as they
regard the given autonomy a great opportunity they have never had.

As for unarmed Palaung ethnic organization, the former PSLA, it is
difficult to accept the SPDC's constitution and is pressured by the junta to
prepare to join the election as a political party. More over it is clearly seen
that the given autonomy will be handled by the junta with the junta’s delegates
and pro-junta Palaung delegates. Even if it is not accepted by the Palaung
ethnic organization, the junta and pro- junta group already prepared to accepto
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Chapter (3)
Activities before the
Referendum

The opponent did the campaign like this in Larshio But the SPDC groups destroyed it like this.
township

From Feburary after announcing that the referendum would be held, the
SPDC had done public organizing works, preparation and pratising for the
referendum and deployment of its troops in the region. Nanseng USDA leader
U Kun Pwint and militia leader U Kyaw Own travelled village after village to
organize the honest villagers living in hilly region to approve the constitution.

After scattered organizing activities to vote no appearing in the region in
mid March, military commenders often summoned the village heads and
village clerks to the meetings and ordered to prohibit all anti- referendum
activities and asked to approve the constitution if they wanted Palaung
autonomous region.

In the first week of April, U Eit Mone and U Kun yi of Palaung ethnic
organization were asked if they wanted Palaung autonomous region, they
must try to stop all anti government activities and to actively participate in
the process of adoption of the constitution.

But as for Palaung grassroots, only few knew about the constitution
and it was more important to eat daily than to vote for the constitution.
Beside the time of the referendum coincided with the reason of their main
livelihood of picking Shwe Pi tea leaves and Palaung people were only
interested in their business. They were particularly worried about their
livelihood to be affected by the referendum.

Nanseng township referendum commission U Kun Pwint, Capt. Than
Tun, U kyaw Own and U Tun Myat Lay sent for the incharges of polling
booths and discussed about finding ways to change crossed ballots into
ticked ballots and preparation for preventing people from voting no. on the 6™
of May in Nanseng.
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2 R (A) One sided
wsmo&éms organizing.
*“S‘EI-E‘“‘""‘E&Q ocBooniogclss As soon as vote no activities had

been controlled and cracked down,

gopbigoa[gdpocagfondich supporting activities for the SPDC’s
ks $ S omééaoo:@% constitution were wide spreadly done
by USDA, fire brigate members,

teachers and Local learders by

There were many these kind of signpost in putting up bill boards, distributing
Palaung areas. pamphlets and posters and

summoning villagers to the meeting.

More over no sooner had the
referendum to be held been announced, organizing actvities such as playing
the songs to approve the constitution, announcing statements loudly by
using loudspeakers were done by authorities.

There were also threats to people to be sentenced to three year
imprisonment and fined a hundred thousands kyats if they’d vote noin the
referendum in Nanseng, Mantong and Namkam townships. And also
incentive-giving organizings to approve the constituation for Palaung
autonomous region were ubiguitous. Besides, people responsible for
organizing matters and incharges of the polling booths were threatened to
be punished if no ballots seen in their respective areas.

The SPDC's authorities not only tried to organize people to approve the
constitution by summoning villagers to attend the meetings, forced using
private owned cars and cycles for their organizing trips but also tried to ban
vote ‘no’ activities in may ways.

Ordinary travellers and civilians were frequently annoyed for being
investigated and checked by the police, soldiers and militia in Namkam,
Mantong and Nanseng townships.

Teachers who were appointed in Palaung regions from other parts of
country were forced to do the organizing work for the referendum without
being allowed to return to their natives even during their summer holidays.

(B) Preliminary voting

Preliminary votings were done (in the respective township) during from
the third week of April to the first week of May in Nankam, Muse,Kut kaing,
Theinee, Lashio, Namtu, Thipaw, Kyauk me, Nanseng and Mantong
townships. Responsible persons for polling booths had to attend, watch and
guide the vote casting of the invited people to approve the constitution.
Incharges of polling booths and all the responsible persons for polling booths
were instructed more to prepare to prevent people from voting ‘no’ than to
follow the procedure of the referendum. It was reported by the teachers who
were assigned to be incharges of the polling booths in the region.
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People who came for the preliminary voting were asked to practice only
to vote ‘yes’ repeatedly. Although it was a right to vote secretly as one’s own
will, responsible persons of the polling booths were taught ways and means
to know who vote ‘no’ and to change the ‘no ballots’ to ‘yes ballots’.

In some preliminary votings, it was openly instructed that people who'd
vote no would be sentenced to three years imprisonment and fined a hundred
thousands kyats. As for the responsible persons who were government
employees would be dismissed or transferred other part of the country.
Daw....., who was an incharge of No.8 quarter in Namtu was dismissed from
supervisory committee for the polling booth and suspended from her duty of
an incharge for being found '70 no ballots’ while she was serving as the
incharge of the polling booth in a preliminary voting.

One of the members of a polling booth commision told that there was a
direct instruction from upper commission that if they had once got all “yes
ballots” in a preliminary voting section, they must take it as a real voting and
record it. Those voters didn’t need to vote again.

(C) Prevoting
All the government employees
including soldiers in Nankam, Muse,
Lashio, Nanseng and Man tong had
to prevote “yes” since April. The list
of government employees who had
right to vote was already written and
put up to the upper officials. But some
employees were not being allowed
to know and being told that they had
Pre-vote before the referendum aIready preVOted when they went to

vote on the referendum day.

The in-charge of referendum watches committee and SPDC groups, after done the referendum.
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Some people living in small Palaung villages far from the townships of
Nanseng, Namkam, Kut kaing, Man tong, Kyauk me, Thi paw and Namtu
were forced to sign in the voting lists and give 1000 kyats each. Then those
who were in the list were not informed to come and vote on the referendum
day. When asked later village heads explained people who wanted to know
that they had already prevoted after signing.

In some Palaung Village tracts in Namkam, Man tong and Nanseng
townships villagers were forced to vote “yes” before the 10" of May at the
makeshift polling booths such as houses of the village chairmen, village
offices, village rest houses and monasteries. In Namlin village tract of Nanseng
township Mansat village tract, Pan yaung villages tract of Mantong township
and Mansat village tract of Namkam township villagers were forced to prevote
in the evening of 9" May. In Hukin village tract of Nanseng township, villagers
were foced to prevote on the 7" of May.

(D) Preparation in the military

The SPDC convince and advocate the Palaung people to vote
yes like this.

As for the regiments in Lashio, Namtu, Kut kaing townships the gates,
barrecks,warehouses,bombshelters and trenches were ordered to be ready
before the end of April as direct command from the Nay Pyi Daw to the
commander of north-eastern command. Therefore soldiers were forced to do
as commanded and be sentries. When the military leaders went to Lashio
to meet the members of the commissions and other matters they used full-
armed convoy.

Moreover in some villages on the summer motor way of Namkam-Mantong
which connects Palaung region and china border, more troops were deployed.
They checked and investigated the travellers who they doubted. The village
heads, clerks,teachers and militia were summoned to the meetings to
organize the villagers to approve the constitution by the company
commanders.
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Chapter (4)
The situation of the people
and polling booths when the

Referendum was being held.

It was found that the construction
of the polling booths in Nanseng,
Namkam, Muse, Kut Kaing, Lashio,
Thipaw, Kyauk me, Namtu and Man
tong townships were very imperfect for
free and secret voting. Voting rooms
in schools were seen from outside and
had only cartains. So a voter could be
seen by other people including
responsible persons of the polling
booths and secret voiting was quite
impossible. Besides owing to the
narrowness of the voting rooms a voter
could continuously overhear the
persuasive talk to vote “yes”.

There were the mark of ticks,
propagating papers to vote yes on the
walls of the polling booths and
propagating songs were played
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almost all the time to be heard even
the whole village.

The polling booths constructed in
Palaung villagers were not covered
well and the place for registration and
taking ballot were out of order. In kaya
Lun, Payargyi, Kyauk pyu and
kwanhe village tracts of Nanseng
township and some village tracts of
Mantong township polling booths
were built with only curtains. Besides
ballot boxes were makeshifted by
tea urns, rice cookers, tin pails and
cupboard boxes. And there were no voting rooms in some polling booths,
forcing voters to vote among the responsible persons.

Polling booths in Nanseng, Nam Kam, Muse, Kht kaing, Lashio, Thipaw,
Kyauk me, Namtu and Man tong were not built in accordance with the
procedure issued by the government formed referendum commission.

The Venue and design of the polling-booths in
Palaung areas

As the referendum being held,

Issuing already ticked ballots

Ticking by polling booth guards on behalf of the voters.
Watching the voters closely until voting by the guards.
Voting as representatives

Restricting of the right to vote without any reason
Threatening to vote yes in many ways.

Checking the already wished ballots before costing.
Changing no ballots into yes bellots

Making a full voting list although voters were absent from voting.
Not opening the polling booth until the time announced.
Cheating in counting vote

showing more voting result than the number of voters.

FrAC-—IOMMUO®»

the above dishonest actions were done in polling booths.

In some polling booths, even not all dishonest means were applied but
about four or five means depended on the situation. It was found that even in
some said free polling booths, at least three dishonest means were applied
to get yes ballots.

(A) Issuing already ticked ballots.

In some polling booths in Nanseng, Mantong, Namtu, Namkam and kut
kaing, voters who dared not argue were issued already ticked ballots. Owing
to the threatening of the authorities, being afraid to be punished some people
had to cast the ballots they were issued. Although some voters complained
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about it, incharges of the polling booths gave no explanation and urged them
to cast as they were.

Some voters of No.2, S.H.S polling booth in No.9, Quarter Kyauk me
and some polling booths in Komone village tract and Sakantha village tract
were given already ticked ballots, it was reported. And in some shan villages
in Thipaw township, Mansat,Sailain, Komone,Panyaung village tracts in
Mantong township voters were issued already ticked ballots and forced to
cast their vote.

(B) Ticking ballots by polling booth guards on behalf

of the voters.

It was reported that voters were led to the voting rooms and forced to let
the polling booth guards tick their ballots and cast in the polling booths of
Kut Kaing, Nanseng, Nankam,Mantong, Thipaw,Kyauk me and Maingau
township and village tract of those townships. The elderly and the illiterate
were also forced to let responsible teachers and red cross members tick
their ballots and cast their vote. In some polling booths of Kutkaing and
Mantong townships, voters were forced to vote in front of the incharges and
some ballots were ticked by the incharges of the polling booths themselves.

(C) Watching the voters closely until voting by the

guards.

In Lashio, Thipaw, Kyauk me and Namtu townships, voters were issued
ballots after being led into the voting rooms. Then they were closely watched
by the guards while they were casting their votes. Therefore voters dared not
vote no and only vote yes.

(D) Voting as Representative

Polling booths inside the town of Lashio, Thipaw,Nanseng, Mantong,
Kyauk me, Muse, Namkam,Nampatkar and kut kaing and polling booths of
village tracts, one member of a family was allowed to vote for all family
members as a representative. Therefore in most of the polling booths there
were no people to come to vote and the polling booths were closed before
noon.

The polling booth of No0.12 Quarter in Lashio people crowded at about 8
a.m. Then when they knew that voting as representative was allowed, most
families sent only one or two family members to vote as representative. One
of the young men who asked for 6 ballots for his family and could vote no
though he was asked to vote yes by the polling booth guards. Besides even
polling booth guards also could vote yes as representatives of the absent
families, it was reported. The incharge of the polling booth of No.5 Quarter in
Lashio counted the absent families after 12 o’clock and had the guards
casted over 500 yes ballots.
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The Venue and design of the polling-booths in Palaung areas

Some village tracts in Nanseng, Namkam, Mantong and Namtu only
one representative of a family had to vote as a sham. Mostly teachers and
clerks who were polling booth guards ticked the ballots themselves and
casted on behalf of the people already signed in voting lists. Payargyi, Zae
ban kaut, Zae ton hong and Man Pan villages in Nanseng township only less
than 200 people out of over 1500 people who had right to vote. Remaining
ballots were ticked and casted by the guards, it was reported.

But in some villages although people were listed in voting list they were
not allowed to vote, only the village head vote as a representative of the
whole village according to the villagers of Payargyi, Zaebankaut, Zaetonhong
and Man Pan villages. Moreover some people who were friendly with the
Mantong village head held about ten provisional IDs with different names and
voted as representatives. In some palaung places people already died and
the underaged were listed in voting lists according to the person who voted
as a representative for them.

(E) Restricting of the right to vote without any

reason.

Most of the polling booths in Mantong, Katkaing and Lashio tokens to
vote were distributed by the regional officials on the 8" and 9™ of May. People
who could show the token were allowed to vote. But some people were not
distributed token to vote though they had right to vote. Later some who
complained about it were allowed to vote. However most of the people who
were not distributed the tokens had no confidence in the referendum gave up
their right.

One who was over 20 at that time living in No.10 Quarter Lashio, told
that he was over 20 and not given a token but his sister who was only over
16 was given. Although there were altogether 8 people who had right to vote
in his family,only four tokens were given. When asked the responsible official
replied they distributed as instructed. When he knew that polling booth
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guards voted yes for the absentees as representatives, he was very angry
for being misused his right.

Some people who travelled away when voting lists were collected, tried
to inform to the incharges of the polling booths. But they were told voting list
were already closed.

(F) Threatening to vote yes in many ways.

The military government organized the people forcefully to vote yes before
the referendum and the referendum was being held. People from Mantong
and Nanseng who depended only upon tea product were threatened to be
stopped sending rice if they would vote no by Capt. Than Tun, a member of
the referendum commission as well as the head of the military tea factory.
Therefore people who depended only rice from lower Burma for their food
dared not vote no.

Moreover pepole were disinformed on the referendum day that people
from the village tract between Lashio and Maiyel who returned after voting no
were shot dead by the army. They let spread the rumor widely arround Lashio
and people dared not vote no. People were also disinformed that the serial
number and ID number of the people who vote no would be checked to be
punished later.

People living in the Palaung peace quarter in Kyaukme were threatened
that he who vote no would be checked and revoked his permit to live in the
quarter by Palaung leader U Kyaw Yin at the meeting. Similarly in most
Palaung and shan villages, SPDC authorities and village heads warned people
they would be taken action effectively if they’'d vote no.

If there is one person in the vote room like
this, how can you vote freely within the A Palaung woman votes in the referendum.
room?
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(G) Checking the already wished ballots before

casting

In some polling booths in Nanseng, Kut kaing and Mon ton townships,
although people were allowed to vote freely, their already wished ballots had
to be showed and checked by the polling booth guards before casting. In
some polling booths every voter's wished ballot was not checked but only
wished ballots of whom incharge of the polling booth doubted. Therefore
most voters were afraid to be troubled and voted yes.

Also in Kayarlun village tract of Nanseng township, although villagers
were allowed to vote freely, their already wished ballots had to be checked
by the guards. Therefore there were few people who vote no.

(H) Changing no ballots into yes ballots

Selekogd gt o esstpet Befcyiopoimydorg mydosoiocd

Responsible officials of the polling booths in Nanseng, Kut kaing, Namtu
and Mon tong townships checked the ballots before casting and opened the
ballot boxes and checked after casting. If “no” ballots were found they
changed them into “yes” ballots. If a ballot was “no” ballot when checked
before casting, it was torn before the voter and another ballot was ticked and
the voter was asked to cast again.

Some no ballots from the polling booths in Nanseng, Mantong and Namtu
townships were changed into yes ballots by the incharges of the polling
booths or local military leaders or commissions. Local responsible officials
and clerks admitted that they were instructed to change no ballots into yes
ballots.

() Making a full voting list although voters were

absent from voting.

Polling booths in Lashio, Thipaw, Nanseng,Mantong, Namtu, Kyaukme,
Maingau, Muse,Namkam, Nampatkar and Kut kaing townships responsible
officials were instructed to vote yes as representatives of the absentees to
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The SPDC's referendum vote room. Every polling-booth had to stick this SPDC information.

Some polling-booths counted and changed the vote no to vote yes.

fill the voting list full when the polling booths were closed. In some polling
booths of Nanseng township as the ballots were not enough to fill the voting
list, some empty Duya cigarette packs papers were used as ballots according
to some polling booth responsible officials.

(J) Not opening the polling booths until the time

announced
Although polling booths had to be opend from 6 a.m to 4 p.m as
announced, polling booths in Lashio, Thipaw,Nanseng,Mantong,Namtu,Kyauk
me,Maingau, Muse,Nampatkar and kutkaing townships were closed even in
the morning or before 1 p.m for different reason. It was found only a few
people left to vote even before 9 a.m for having so many pre votes, being
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allowed to vote by only one person as a representative of a family or the
whole village and being restricted the right to vote.

Some workers who returned from their work places after 12 noon were
not be able to vote because of the closing of polling booths. Polling booths
which were found a lot of no ballots were ordered to close round about 9 a.m
by the authorities.

(K) Cheating in counting vote

Polling booths in Lashio, Thipaw, Mantong, Nanseng, Kyaukme, Namtu
and some village tracts were closed very early and vote counting was done
only by the authorities and guards as they wished. In No.6 Quarter polling
booth of Lashio, though some tables were placed to count votes, polling
boxes were seen carrying to the motor cars of the authorities. Vote counting
of most polling booths was done in council offices of respective quarters or
villages and police stations. Therefore no voter could watch the vote counting
and no ballots were counted as yes ballots by the authorities.

In some polling booths, ballots boxes were not opened in front of the
voters and carried to other places without being sealed. At the polling booth
for over 2000 voters in S.P.S No10 of Kyaukme No.8 quarter and the polling
booth for over 4000 voters in No.1 S.H.S, ballots boxes were carried to the
guarter office without being sealed and counted. While the ballots were
being counted, no one was allowed to watch.

It was found that the places for counting votes were well planned not to
be seen and photographed by other people and guarded by the police, fire
brigade members and USDA members.

Although vote counting of some polling booths in Nanseng, Mantong,
Namtu and kutkaing townships was done in front of the voters, list of yes
ballots, no ballots and cancelled ballots were not issued. They were sent
directly to the commission. According to a guard result would be announced
after adding the list of pre voted government employees and other pre voters.
Although voters were allowed to watch counting votes no one dared to argue
about changing no ballots into yes ballots by the incharges of the polling
booths.

(L) Showing more voting result than the number of

the voters.

Some voting result of the polling booths in Nanseng, Mantong, Namtu,
Katkaing townships were more than the numbers of the voters listed. In
many places in Palaung region although people who really voted were less
than half of the people who had right to vote, when vote counting was done
the result was showed over many hundreds than the number of the people
who had right to vote.

Workers who came to pick tea from the middle part of Burma to some
Palaung villages in Nanseng and Mantong townships were allowed to vote
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The order official letter from above giving responsibilities to the head of village for the referendum watch.

by showing their ID. Those workers were not listed in voting lists of polling
booths. As those workers were in their family list of their native, the village
heads of their villages already voted “yes” as their representatives. During
tea picking season from the mid of April to the mid of May, over 100000
workers from the middle part of Burma go to the Palaung region to work o
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Chapter (5)
The Result of the referendum

The results of the referendum of Kut Kaing, Lashio, Thipaw,Kyauk me,
Nanseng, Namtu and Mantong townships have not exactly been announced
yet. It was heard among top SPDC leaders that 92% in Lashio and mostly
approved in Namtu, Kyaukme, Manton, Thipaw and Nanseng townships.
People who voted no from those townships want to know the results, but
nothing has officially been announced yet.

Why the results of the referendum has not been announced is that the
SPDC authorities know very well the people has no confidence in referendum
for their not counting votes in front of the voters, the number of yes ballots
voted by responsible officials of polling booths as representatives of the
absentees were too exceeding, the results appered cannot be accepted by
both the Burmese people and international community. It was analysed like
this by the ethnic groups leaders and people.

However the grassroots are not interested in the results of the referendum,
the constitution and the road map of the SPDC and struggling against the
high prices of the commodities and hardship of their lives o
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Chapter (6)
The situation after
Referendum

After the referendum, the incharges of the polling booths that were found
some no ballots were sent for and asked explainations by the local military
authorities. And they were also asked to give them the names and addresses
of the “no” voters. Then although they've been instructed to fine the “no”
voters, noone has not been fined yet. But village heads from the villages that
the whole village voted ‘no’ in Namkam township have been sent for by the
north-eastern command and they haven't returned yet.

Although under the instruction of the meeting held before the referendum,
the polling booths which had no “no vote” were to be lent 30 Lakhs, no
information has not been received yet, according to the incharges of the
polling booths and village chairmen.

Palaung villages in Mantong and Nanseng townships, the villagers were
collected 1000 or 1500 kyats per a family to share the cost of the referendum.
Because of the expense for a polling booths granted by the authority was
only 120000 kyats, every Palaung village had to share that expenses for the
daily wages of the polling booth incharges, daily expenses for food, security,
transportation and expenses to entertain the military and police officers who
came to examine the polling booths.

There were discussions among the ethnic leaders who participated and
led to hold the referendum that they would be in dilemma if the junta
implemented as the results of the referendum without being accepted by the
people and liked by themselves. But the leaders of Shan, Kachin and Palaung
who pre discussed to vote no before the referendum could not be able to
meet again. Although most people voted no in the region of wa and shan,
people from Kachin and Palaung region generally voted yes.

According to the result fo the referendum, as 92% of the population
approved, pro-junta groups regarded their affort was successful and there
were discussions for the palaung autonomous region. Moreover the news
that U Kun Pwint, the leader of USDA, NC delegate U Nyunt Maung, U
Kyaw Ohn, U Tun Kyaw, the leader of Palaung ethnic organization U Ohn
Khaing and three military delegates were preconsidered as people
representative for Palaung autonomy has emerged o

For Palaung autonomous region, there will be 10 representative.
The names of eight representatives out of them have already been known
and the remaining two will be from Palaung ethnic organization, it is known
even before the SPDC'’s promised general election.
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Chapter (7)
Recommendation of the
Palaung Working group

Because of the May referendum was not fair and free, its lack of
international observers and its being cheated by the SPDC in many ways,
the announcement of the approval of 92% of the population cannot be
legitimate.

Therefore we PWG who opposed the referendum advise and urge the
people, political forces inside and outside Burma, cease-fire organizations,
political parties inside and outside Burma, members of the Asean and
international community to protest against it and find a proper solution to
the political problem of Burma for the result of the referendum which is
illegitimate and gained by cheating the people will lead the country to the
abyss of dictatorship.

Palaung Working Group Against SPDC's Referendum.
31t May 2008

Index of Words & letters used

Rightto vote- number of people who have right to vote

Approved- number of approved ballots
Opposed- number of opposed ballots
Cancelled- number of cancelled ballots
NA- unable to enquire

A - Issuing already ticked ballots — 26 PBs

B - Ticking ballots by polling booth guards on behalf of the voters 41 PBs

C - Watching the voters closely until voting by the guards- 23 PBs

D - Voting as representative — 55 PBs

E - Restricting of the right to vote without any reason- 26 PBs

F- Threratening to vote ‘yes’ in many ways — 37 PBs

G- Checking the already wished ballots before casting — 26 PBs

H - Changing ‘no’ ballots into ‘yes’ ballots —41 PBs

- Making a full voting list although voters were absent from voting — 43
PBs

J- Notopening the polling booth until the time announced — 21 PBs

K - Cheating in counting votes- 36 PBs

L- Showing more voting result than the number of voters — 14 PBs
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The Names of the commission members and incharges of the polling

booths in Palaung region.

Nanseng
1. Hukin village tract U Kun Pwint, Capt.Than Tun U Nay Win
2. Kayarlun U Kyaw Ohn, U Tun Myat Lay U Shwe Kyein
3. Payargyi U Tun Myat Lay, U Eit Tat U Mg Ko, U Pan Lon
4. Namiin U Tun Myat Lay U Kyaw Zin lin
Mantong Tsp. Daw Nan Maw Kan(Secty)
Daw Moe Moe Aung, Daw Aye Yon
Daw De, Daw Nan Kan Kyan,
U San Lu, U PoAye,
U Mg Aye(Co-Secty), Daw Nan Bout,
Daw Bout Ger, Daw Shwe Kya
Mai Hla Kyaw
5. Narau village tract U Nyan Lut, U Nyi Mun,
Man Sat L/C Saw Win Daw Ohnma Kyi

6. Narau village tract
Panyaung

7. Man Pan village tract

U Nyan Aung, Serg.Aung Myat,

L/C Saw Win

U Swae Sai

U Eit San, Daw Moe Moe

U Aung Naing

Namkam Tsp.
8. Mansat village tract
9. ManAung -
10. Parlin -
11. Mai Wee Ywamagyi

Kut Kaing Tsp.
12. No.5 Quarter

13. Maw Han
14. Man Naung
15. No.2 Quarter

16. Pan Kyan/ Lwe Yawm

17. No.3 Quarter
18. No.1 Quarter

U Kyaw Lwin & group

Village Head & construction
U Nyunt Wai&U Kun Set
Educational employees
Village head & group

U Maw Ganja,U Lashinpu
Chairman & group

U Kyaw Lwin (Chairman
of No.5 Q)
U Than Too Zaw
U Sein Myint
U lasaung

U Than Naing

19. Nampatkar No.3PB Chairman &group U Lasheelakan
Kyaukme Tsp.
20. No.8 Quarter,PB
No.1(SPS10) Chairman U Ohn Maung, Daw Tin Tin Maw
U Nyan Tun SMS.3Head
21. No.8 Quarter,
PB No.2(SMS.1) Headmaster SMS1
Lashio Tsp. U Mg MgAung
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Facts found in polling booths
(Not thefacts for all polling booths in the regain. Show only
list of RB being closely watched)

Tsp/No of Pb Found cheating means
Rty A O |C |ABCDE|FGHI|J KL

Namshan

1| Hukin Village tract 1745| 1720 NA| 25 x x x x| x| x

2| Kayar Lum NA | 1400. | NA 0] x|x|x|x x x x

3 | Kyaukpyu yan tract N/A | 1300. 3 0] x|x x X x| x| x|x

4| Kwan Hann tract NA| 1300 18| 25 x x x| x| x| x x| x

5| Payargyi NA | 1300. | NA 0 x| x| x x x| x| x

6| Mingalar Quarter NA | 1300. | NA 0| x| x x| x| x x x| x

7| Namwal NA |1 1300 | NA 5 x x x x| x| x
Mantong Tap

8| Narau village tract| 1241 | 1241 0 0| x| x x| x x x
Mansat

9| Narau village tract, 522 10 x| x x| x| x| x| x|x x
Panyaung

10| Manpun village 876 | 851 0] 25 x x| x| x x
tract

11| Sai Lain tract N/A NA| NA| NA|[x|x x x x| x| x

12| Myoma NA| NA| NA| NA x x x| x
NamKham Tap

13 | Hnoung No4.B 1559 704| 845 10| x x x x

14| Mingalarkwethit x x x| x x
No.3PB 1772 1336| 436 | NA

15 | Myole Payarkyaung x x| x| x x
No3 1550 700| 850 | nA

16| Kakun, Hathin, x x x x
Naung chain 1034 | 580/ 450 4

17 150 x| x x x
No.| QuarterNo.1 2400 900 0] NA

18 | Naungkar 781 77| 674 | 30 x| x x x| x

19| PanKan village tract 1394 | 393| 950 | 51 x x| |% x| %

20| Mansat village tract 2202 2112| 48| 42 x x| x x| x|x

21| Man Aung village x x| x x| x| x x| x
tract 1180 900| 264 | 16

22 | PaLin village tract 1407 | 1272 | 127 R x| |x|* x

23 | MaiWee ywamagyi 1358 | 1325] 31 2| % X| x| x| x| x| x x
Muse Tap

24| Christian Quarter NA | 1550 350 - x| x| x x x
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25| Kaung muton NAL 941 611 -
Quarter
Kut Kaing
26| No.5 Quarter N/A x x x
1452 | 128 | 45
27| Mawhan N/A x x
1462 | 39|12
28 | Man Naung 1611 3 x x
1389 10
Tsp/No of Pb Rtv Al 0|C B G K| L
29| No.2 Quarter 1419 96| 55 x x x
1445
30| Pan Kyam, NA| 815 63| 45 x x
Kweywam
31| No.3 2878 | 1728| 10| 54 x x
32| No.luarter NA| 1726 60| 57 x x
33 | NanpatkarNo.3 Pb 2391 | 1889| 75| 57 x x x
Kyaukmae Tap
34| No.8 Quarter 2504 | NA| NA| NA x x
No.IPb
35| NO.8 Quarter No.2 4104 NA| NA| NA x x
Pb(S.HS 1)
36| No.9 2300. NA| NA| NA ™ x x
QuarterNo. 1 Pb(S.H.
S2)
37| No.9 Quarter No.2 3100.| NA| NA| NA x x
(S.P.S6)
38 | Kyaw Kome village | 1600.| NA [ NA| NA x x %
tract
39| Ko Mone village 2350.| NA[ NA| NA x x
tract
40| No.1 Quarter 1250-| NA| NA| NA x
(S.M.S1)
Thipaw Tap
41| No.| Quarter 2300-| NA| NA| NA x x
42 | No.3 Quarter 1400-| NA| NA| NA x x x
43 | Moetae village tract | 2150.| NA| NA| NA x x
Namtu Tap
44| No.(1,2,8) Quarter 2407 | 2200 | 200 7 x
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45| No.(3,4,5,6) Quarter | 3687 | 3500 | 247 | 140 x x x
46 | Nattaung Kone NA| 700 NA| 55| x x x| x]x x| x
47| Sai Kaung village NA L 1077 | 147 2 x x x x
tract
48 | Hai Taung Village NAT 500 100 NA|x x x x x
tract
Lashio Tap
49| No.5 Quarter (No.1) | 2270- N/A| NA| NA| x x x x x| x
50| No.5 Quarter (No.2) | 2650. NIA| NA| NA x| x x x
51| No.6 Quarter 2500 N/A| NA| NA| x x| x|x|x|x|x x
52| No.12 Quarter 3500.| NA| NA| NA|x x x x| x x
53| No.10 Quarter 3750-| NA| NA| NA x| x x x| x
54| No.10 Quarter 3250- NA T NA| NA| x x| x x|x|x|x|x
55| Kae Nai village 1130- | NA|[ NA| NA|x x| [x|x[x][x]x|x
tract
56 | Mae Hin village 970.| MNA[ NA| NA|x x|x| [x]|x|x x
tract
57| Konetha village 1700.| NA| NA| NA| x x x x x
tract
2 51 |3 |2 (4|4 [2]3
Total 6 sle|r|s|1]3]|1]s
o




