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The United States welcomes the teport of Special Rappoi‘teur
Ojea Quintana ;and' thanks him for all of his v'vﬁork. ~The United

-S-tates'welcomes his .V'iSitS to Burma in August 2011 and

| "‘Februa1y 2012 and the. cooperat1on he recewed fromthe

| government and we hope that authorities will contlnue to
eooperate andvpconmder workmg with M. Qu_l_ntana? the Offlee
| ~of the High Commi'ssione‘r for Human Rig‘hts and other

,‘ .themat1c special rapporteurs for ass1stanee on how to best

| 1mp1ement mechanisms that promote and protect human I1 ghts |
The Special Rapporteur’s report describes an imp1“ov111g/ human
rights situatioi1,'hut notes that considerable ,challengeé remain.
Serious human rights abuses eontinue', particularly in ethnic

minority areas.




‘The Special Rapporteur hlghhghts abuses committed by all sides
- 1n the conﬂmt areas and undersco1es the importance of
providing unrestricted humamtanan access to those displaced
and affected by conflict, including in Kachin State. The United
States urges the government to allowi unfettered access to
conflict zones, particularly for the UN, internatiunal_
humanitaifig;i organizations, and journalists. We supnoft.the |
: government s 7’ ouueuch foy ethnie niinority groups and afe "

~ ‘j' encouragmg the government s genulne d1a10gue w1th ethnic -

| - minority groups tOW&ld natlonal reconc111at1on we Welcome the

"Spe’c1al Rapportem S thoughts on mechamsms that might further

~ the reconciliation process.

‘The Special Rappofteur"s re'poi't alsov’focuse’d on the ’upcoming' |
’by -elections scheduled for Apul 1. A cred1ble free and fa1r |
electoral process——from the campa1gn period to the
announcement of election results—are an 1mportant benchmark -
" on the road to vrleform. We strongly urge the gnvernment to

allow independent international monitors to observe the




elections and to ensure .reports of campaign irregularities and
 restrictions on campaign activities mentioned in the Special
‘Rapporteur’s report are addressed. | .

- Like the Specral Rapportuer we are encouraged by legislative
reforms that give more freedoms to civil socrety, and contmue to
emphasize the 1mportanoe of effectrve 1mplementmg

regulatlons We support the suggestron that the government

| develop a strategy for continuing legrslatrve reform to review
 and revise, Where needed exrstmg laws moludrng by engagrng
multrple stakeholders In add1tron we share the Special
Rapporteur $ CONCerns regardmg the 1ndependence of the |
| Judrorary and rule of law. An independent Judrorary that upholds
the rule of law is an 1mportant safeguard for fundamental

freedoms and development of the country. We support his calls

~ for the government to seek technrcal ass1stanoe from the Office

of the High Commissioner for Human Rrghts and other human

- rights organizations.




We Would welcome Spe01al Rapp01teu1 Quintana’s-
1ecommendat1ons for actions that can be taken to str engthen rule

of law across the country.

‘We urge the govemment to conslder 1mp1ement1ng UPR.
1eeommendat1ons including recommendations to combat
1mpun1ty and increase cooperation with the Umted Natlons The
UPR process 1s an avenue through which to further the

government's progress on human rights issues. |

. Spee1al Rapporteur Qumtana the Umted States Would hke to

 thank you for your work and express our support for the

cont1nuat1on of your mandate We welcome your views on

useful next steps in advancing yeur mandate.

Thank 'yeu, Madame President. -




