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Canada thanks the Specral Rapporteur for his most recent report and once

again commends him for his 1mportant work.

B -Canada was pleased that the Specral Rapporteur was able to. make
another country visit last month.. Our Forergn Minister John Baird haSJust -

‘returned from his own visit, which included meetlngs with both government

and oppoeltlon of'ﬂorals

- We encourage 'the‘ Bu'rm_es‘e, authontiee to continue'the reforms that have
‘begun, and to continue o‘ooperating fully with the Special Rapporteur. This

of course means oontinuing to faoilitate these ‘oountry visits

‘Burma is blessed w\th great people great resouroes and great geography,

itis a oountry that ha immense potentral

Sustained aotlon IS requrre to uphold and proteot demooracy, human

rlghts fundamental freedoms nd the rule of law for all Burmese people

p mcludlng ethmo and rehgrous mrnorrtles

Canada Weloomed the release of several hundred political prlsoners in
January However a srgnlﬂoant number remain in detention, and we

~‘continue to call for their prompt and_unoondrtronal release.




- QUESTION: What is your latest assessment of the conditions of detention

of the remaining prisoners of conscience?

Canada, and the world, will be paying close attention to upcoming
Parhamentary by-elections, scheduled forApnl 1St It is essentlal that these
eleotrons be conducted in a free and fair manner and that credlble reports

of any |rregular|t|es be fully investigated and accounted for.

' QUESTION: Do you have any specific recommendations related to the

conduct of the upcoming by-elections?

., We note that the Special Rapporteu‘r has flagged some serious ‘ongoing |
concerns, mcludrng lssues related to the conformlty of laws Wlth
lnternatlonal human rrghts standards the unclear role of the new Natronal :
Human nghts Commrssron the ongoing need forJudIC|al rndependence ‘
“and reform, and ongorng conﬂrct with attendant human nghts abuses —~ ln .

certain ethmc areas. !

We urge the Burmese authorltles to devote serious attentlon to the Specral
: Rapporteurs recommendatrons in these and other areas, as well as
'-contrnumg to implement recommendatlons made dunng last year S

Universal Perlodlc Revrew. _

QUESTION: What are your plans for the timing and focus of your next , |

visit?




