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A N T I -F A S C IS T  PEOPLE’ S FREEDOM LEAGUE.
B URM A.

Before uhe outbreak of the South East Asia 
War i.e., in 1941, the policy of British Govern­
ment in regard to Burma was progressive realisa­
tion of Self-government as an integral part of 
British Empire, whereas the cherished goal-of the 
people of Burma was (and still ไร) complete 
national independence. Since the conclusion of 
the Russo-Japanese War ill 1905, Japan was, 
quite naturally, looked upon in the East as the 
champion of the Asiatic countries- I t  was 
thought, not without good reason, that Japan 
would help Burma attain her cherished goal- A 
band ol Burmese young men— popularly known as 
Thirty Comrades formed Burma Independence  
Army which fought the British side by side with 
the Japanese Army- The Japanese posed them­
selves as the friends of the Burmese but no 
sooner had they occupied Burma, with the 
support of the Burmese, than they began to per­
petrate their barbaric atrocities, revealing their 
true Fascist colours. The Burmese independence  
recognised by Japan and other Fascist countries 
as also by their satellites was, to say tile leasi. an 
eye- wash. The Burmese Government was merely 
5  puppet government; the Japanese Fascists were 
the real rulers. Their rule was so utterly ruthless
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that the people of Burma found it absolutely  
unbearable and could not submit to . i t  for any 
length of time.

The Burma National Army, the Communist 
Party, the People’s Revolutionary Party, now  
known as Socialist Farty, the East Asia Youth  
League, a considerable section of the Mahabama 
Organisation, the Myochit Party, the Fabian 
Party, the Thakin Party, the Sangha’s Asiayone, 
and of the Karen, Shan, Kachin, Chin, Arakanese, 
communities began to struggle, each in its own 

I way, against the Japanese Fascists, In August 
]'น4, !t became p o ss ib le  to co-ordinate all t hese 

[g ro u p s  into one o rg a n isa t io n  undeT th e  name of 
[Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League. The 
activities of the League, which hitherto were 
carried on sporadically, became more centralised, 
systematised and concentrated-

The aims and objects of the League can be 
known from the namt itself. It has two main 
objectives: (1 )  to fi^ht Fascism until it is C( m- 
plctely smashed in Burma as well as in its 
homeland with or without outside help, and (2 )  to 
see that Burma positively attains her cherished 
goal of independence.

i The manifesto issued by the League in August
1944, under the title: " Drive away the Fascist 
Japanese Marauders” (S ee  Appendix 1), explains 
the absolutely unbearable conditions confronting 
the people of Burma, as a Iso the League’s objectives 
and the programme of action as outlined by the
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League. Needless to say that the League’s acti­
vities were, then, in the secret stage, but the mani­
festo, though distributed in a surreptitious manner, 
reached all parts of the country.

The League, while organising the People’s 
Resistance Movement against the Japanese, found 
if essential to negotiate with the rtJlied or British 
authorities in India for help, particularly for the 
supply of arms and ammunitions, through its 
representative, y  Thein Pe, who left Burma all 
the time of the Japanese entry in 194& It will 
be long to relate the difficulties in the way of 
reaching an agreement between the League and 
the said authorities. Suffice i t  to point out that 
the League's representative had to do his utmost 
to remove the doubts indicated in the manifesto: 
“ Towards Better Mutual Understanding and 
Greater co-operation” (See  Appendix 2). The 
League promptly distributed that manifesto all 
over the country to achieve the desired object. 
The later events have testified to the fact that the 
people of Burma, particularly those who adtivfily 
participated in the Resistance Movement, proved 
thc-msc-lves worthy of the trust reposed ill them by 
the Allied or British authorities.

In the earlier days there was some confusion 
about the name of the League. Its Burmese 
name was translated by the League's representa­
tive in India as “ Burma Patriotic Front,” The  
Allied Forces called it A„F.O; the Americans 
called it A .F.L . From its full name, Anti-Fascist 
People’s Freedom League, it is evident that the
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League is concerned not o/ily with the expulsion 
of the Japanese Fascists from Burma but also with 
the attainment of independence for Burma.

The Burma National Army quite naturally 
led the fight, with the people operating as active 
supporters in the rear, against the Japanese. 
Later, the Burma National Army and the Burmese 
guerillas came to be known as. the Patriotic 
Burmese Forces, The memorable part played by 
these Forces ill the war“of liberation, in close 
co-operation with the Allied Forces, is so well- 
known all over the world that it is not necessary 
to dwell at length on it here. It will be sufficient 
to mention that it hâ s been acknowledged un­
reservedly by the Allied commanders, and spoken 
well of both bv friends and foes- Col- Nay Win's 
broadcast talk made after the fall of Rangoon. 
explaining the aspirations of Burmese people and 
The achievements ot tne Burmese Army, made after 
the tall of Rangoon, which was relayed bv B.B C. 
is self explanatory. (Appendix 2 t 5  )

As soon as the Allied Forces had occupied 
a good portion ot the country, the League issued 
a statement on its objectives (See Appendix 3 Ai- 
T he first objective is, as mentioned already, to 
get rid of the Japanese Fascists. The Resistance 
Movement achieved complete success in the occu­
pied areas, and the League reiterated its deter­
mination to pursue the fight against the enemy 
until Fascism had been smashed in this country
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and, for that matter, in the whole world. The 
League’s second objective is complete indepen­
dence. Burma wants tier Constitution to be 
framed by a Constituent Assembly elected on 
the basis of universal adult suffrage. She expects  
that shr: will แบ longer be denied her birthright, 
i.e., freedom from British imperialists bondage.

At the press interview «iven on the 4th May,
1945. a number oT questions was put by foreign 
correspondents~and the League’s spokesmen gave 
answers in a candid manner. (See Appendix 3 B).

A programme of National Reconstruction 
through National Service, issued by the League 
speaks for itself. (See Appendix 4).

Shortly afterwards, the League issued ano­
ther statement clarifying further its policy in 
respect of immediate purpose as well as for the 
long term. (See Appendix 5) The League made 
proposals for the formation of a National Provi­
sional Government and a Constituent Assembly.

There were, originally, only nine members 
on the Supreme Council of the League, but the 
number was increased to sixteen as soon as it 
was no longer necessary to keep its activities 
secret. Soon afterwards, the Council was again 
expanded to include the representatives of all the 
major politioal parties, of national minorities and 
of other important organisations— 36 members 
all t'lld. It was also provided that the number 
be increased to 50 so that leaders of national



importance, who could not yet come down from 
up-country, could he included; it is hardly neces­
sary to point out that the idea underlying the 
expansion is to make the Council as fully re­
presentative of the people as possible.

Rules were framed for the Supreme Council 
of the League. They are se lf-exp lan atory .  
(See Appendix ช).

At the conference of Burma political leaders 
\held  on the lGtb, 171h and 18th August. 13^5, 
Vat the premises of Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom 

League, four important resolutions were passed. 
(See Appendix /),

The resolutions were forwarded, for infor­
mation I lid necessary action, to the British Prime 
Minister, the Secretary of State for India and 
Burma, the British War Minister, the Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Forces, S.K.A.C,, Kandy, 
the Commander-in-chief, A .L.F.S.E.A. and the 
General Officer Commanding the 12th Army, the 
Governor of Burma and the Director of Civil 
Affairs Service (Burma),

The said four resolutions were endorsed  
most wholeheartedly by the people at the huge 
mass meeting held in the Nay-thu-yain Hall at 
Rangoon on the 19th August as well as at those 
all over the country in the course of the month.

The mass meeting held in the Nay-thu-yain 
Hall at Rangoon was presided over by Major-
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Genera) Aung San, the president of the Anti- 
Fascist People’s Freedom League. In his pre -1 
dential address, he dealt at length, with the part 
played by the League and the Patriotic Burmese 
Forces in the Resistance Movement, and conse­
quently, he said, Burma came to be known 
throughout the world, with much brighter prospects 
for regaining her freedom than before the war. 
After speaking on the world situation, he pointed 
out the necessity of making an alignment with 
the new democratic forces that have been genera­
ted by this world War, In conclusion, htr touched 
upon the political situation at home and made a 
strong appeal for strengthening the national unity 
that had been achieved by the efforts of the 
League.

On the 4 th September, a delegation consisting 
oi the representatives of Patriotic Burmese Forces 
and the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League 
was sent to Kandy (Ceylon to discuss^ army 
matters with H. E .  Admiral Lord Louis Mount- 
batten, the Supreme Commander of the Allied  
Forces, S.ii-A.c., and consequently, a satisfactory 
agreement was reached between the two parties 
in regard to the future Patriotic Burmese Forces.

The Burmese leaders seized an opportunity to 
discuss political matters with H E. Sir, Reginald 
Dorman-Smith, the Governor of Burma, who was 
then on a visit at Kandy.

Immediately on the return of the Burmese 
representatives from Kandy, a meeting of the

7



Supremo Council was held, where it was decided 
to send in a letter to the Governor, further 
elucidating the resolution No- \  of the Leader’s 
Conference referj-ed to above- (See Appendix *8)’

At the meetting of the Supreme Council held 
on the 6th, 7th, and 8th October, some important 
resolutions were passed— resolutions relating to the 
questions of general amnesty, War reparations, 
immigrations, war criminals, Far Eastern Com­
mission, restoraiion of civil gcSvernmeiit, etc* 
(See Appendix จ)

H, E. Sir, Reginald Dorman - Smith, the 
Governor, of Burma, returned from India, after an 
absence of three years and a half, to Burma on 
the 16th October 1945. On the next day, the 
Governor made 9, lengthy speech on Burma 
politics at the civic reception given in his honour 
at the City Hall of Rangoon. The Supreme 
Council of the League issued a statement on the 
Governor’s speech (See Appendix 10)-

On the 19th October, in response to the 
invitation of the Governor, the representatives* of 
League called on him at Government House where 
the question of forming the Executive Council was discussed.

The League’s representatives were given to 
understand and that the Governor desired to 
appoint fifteen Executive Councillors, four of 
whom he had already in mind, leaving eleven 
posts to fill. Although what the Governor said
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then and there fell far short of the League’s 
programme, the Suprme Council decided to submit 
a list of eleven nominees oi the League to partici­
pate in the Executive Council on certain conditions. 
(See  Appendix 11)- On the 25th October, a 
reply was received that the Governor could not 
agree to the number, the names and the port­
folios asked for by the Supreme Council.

The Supreme Council held an emergency 
meeting on the same day and decided to w ith­
draw its nominations-

A deadlock ensued. The League issued a 
statement explaining the steps leading to the 
deadlock- (See Appendix 12).

The Government published a statement on 
the 31st October in respect of the matter under 
discussion, and the League issued a reply there-to 
on the next day. (See Appendix 13).

Appendices 10, 11, and 12 should be read 
together to judge whether the Governor or the 
League was responsible for the deadlock.

The Governor formed his Executive Council 
on .the 2nd November.

A comparison of two lists of the League’s 
Iiominess and those appointed by the Governor 
is necessary to know who represent the people at 
ihia critical juncture. (See Appendix 14)

Some half a dozen numbers of the Supreme 
Council of the League, headed by Major-General
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Auug ระ!ท, namely บ  B a P e ,  บ Mya (pyawbwe), 
บ Mya (Henzada) and บ Kyaw Nyein made an ex-̂  
tensive tour in Upper Burma during the iirbt half 
of the month of November- There was great 
enthusiasm at all the places they visited, where 
they addressed huge meetings. " The people of 
Upper Burma publicly supported the policy and 
the programme of the League as also the action 
oi the Supreme Council in respect of the forma­
tion of the Governor’s Council.

Under the auspices of the League, a mass 
meeting was held in Rangoon (at Shwedagon 
Pagoda) on the 18th N ovember. It was the biggest 
mass meeting ever witnessed in Rangoon- Amidst- 
great enthusiasm, four resolutions were passed. 
They speak for themselves. (Sea Appendix 15). 
Several foreign correspondents were present, 
among them being those of Britain and บ ่.  ร,. A.

The mass meeting was presided over by Major- 
General Aung San. In his presidential address, 
he said that although what the League wanted 
was National Provision'll Government and not the 
Governor’s Executive Council, it was prepared to  
oo-operate with the Governor provided that the 
latter would include in his council the national 
leaders who truly represented the people. H e  
explained that the deadlock between the Governor 
and the League was definitely because of difference 
of policy an i not because of difference of opinion 
regarding personnel, as mentioned in certain 
quarters at home as well as in the British Parlia-
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ment. He added that the League would continue 
to strive for national freedom by peaceful meanSi 
such being the most effective method under the 
circumstances, and this step must not be mistaken 
for weakness or cowardice- He urged the 
Governor to hold the General elections immedi­
ately, giving a promise that the League would 
co-operate with the G o v ern m en t in m aking  
all the preparations necessary for them. (See 
Appendix 16)'

At the end of the proceedings, Major-General 
Aung San made his concluding speech, wherein 
he made it perfectly clear that the League desired 
a peaceful development and was fully prepared to 
come to a friendly agreement with the Governor.

Thakin Than Tun, General Secretary of the 
League, made a report on the activities of the 
Supreme Council, since the 19th August, (See  
Appendix 17).

This is, thus, the position where Burma stands 
nortT. The Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League  
would, therefore, appeal to His Majesty’s (Labour) 
Government in Britain, to the democratic peoples 
of the British Commonwealth as well as of other 
parts of the world to help Burma attain her desire 
to have a National Provisional Government 
and then to convoke a Constituent Assembly in 
the speediest time possible for determining her 
Constitution so that she can reach her cherished 
goal of complete independence at the earliest 
possible moment.





A p p e n d i x  1.

MANIFESTO OF THE 
ANTI FASCIST PEOPLES’ FREEDOM LEAGUE 

(BURMA PATRIOTIC FRONT).
D R IV E  AWAY T H E  FA S C IS T  JA PA N ESE  

M A RA UD ER S.
W e the people in Burm a are at p resen t suffering under tha 

iron heels of the Japanese Fascists. The peace and security 
of ottr hea rth s  and hom es are in constan t danger. W e are daily 
being ill t re a te d  by Japanese M ilitary  Police, Japanese 
soldiers, Japanese M erchants and th e ir  agents. O ur p roper­
ties are confiscated; we are driven ou t of our hom es. T he 
sanctity  of our religious places is being daily violated. T he 
respeotables as well as the crim inals are being trea ted  alike,, 
The m odesty of our womenfolk is being outraged. O ur food­
stuffs are being looted by the Japanese. O ur country’s produce 
is being exohanged w ith  w orth less Japanese  currency. O ur 
bullocks and cattles, our m otor'cars and carts are being 
com m andeered. O ur men are being com m andeered for 
forced labour and our condition is no b e tte r  th an  th a t of 
anim als.

O B JE C TIV E S O F T H E  A N T I-FA SC IST  P E O P L E S ' 
FR E E D O M  L E A G U E .

(1 )  F irstly , the  Japanese FasGistB should be driven out
' " bag and baggage.
(2 )  A constitu tion  for Independent B urm a should be 

draw n up by th e  people on th e  following lin es :—
(a )  G enuine personal liberty , different from th a t 

given by the  Japanese, should be recognised.
(b )  Freedom  of thought should be allowed to th e  

fullest extent.
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(0 )  Freedom  of speech, freedom of w riting, freedom  

of expression and freedom  of press should he 
established.

(d )  Freedom  of organisation, association e.g.. hold­
ing m eetings and dem onstrations should exist. 
At p resen t no organisation w ithou t the ex­
press perm ission of the Japanese is allowed to 
exist O nr labour organisations and our 
S tuden ts’ U nions have all vanished. W e 
cannot m eet freely. W e are not allowed to 
dem onstrate and express onr wishes. W e do 
not want sham  freedom  of th is type.

( e )  Freedom  of conscience should be established. 
T he S tate  should remain neutral on religions 
questions. Religion should not be used as a 
means to  exploit the m asses as is being dona 
hv the Japanese.

( f )  The sanctity  of the churohes, pa^odns, mos<|ues 
and temples should, on no account, be violated.

(g ) Freedom  from  illegal arrest and detention 
should be the righ t of the people.

( h )  T h ere  should be fairness and justice in econo­
mic an d  social dealings.

(1) No discrim ination is to  bo m ade w ith regard to 
race, religion and sex in respect of em ploym ent. 
The S ta te  should prohibit publications w hich 
encourage such discrim inations.

( j )  Everybody m ust have a righ t to em ploym ent. 
Skilled and unskilled  labourers should be em ­
ployed in iheir respective lines and there 
should be security for such em ployments.

(k )  Everybody should have th e  righ t to obtain free 
supply of t imber and bamboo for the  construc­
tion  of one’s own dw elling house. Free 
fishing should be allow ed for one’s household 
consum ption.

(1) S ta te  and com pany employees should  receive 
a t  least the m inim um  living wages and th e ir  
working hours aud days should be regulated eo 
as not to im pair the ir norm al health .
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(m) Equal opportun ity  should exist, for all citizens 

to receive education, irrespective of race  re­
ligion, sex or social status.

(’ท) bieedoin to follow and develop one’s own 
language and cu ltu re should be recognised 
(C ultural Antonomy).

(o )  T he S ta te  should provide adequate safeguards 
in respect of economic, social and political 
in terests of m inorities, such as Karens. Shans. 
pa laungs, T aungthus, Ohins, Kachins, Chinese 
and Indiana.

(3 )  Every employee w ithin the Stale should have th e  
righ t to  obtain oldage pensions, com pensationร or 
g ra tu ities as the case dem ands (Social Insurance).

(4 )  The backw ard com m unities should be helped by the 
S tate  to  uplift them selves.

(5 )  Progressive education should be adopted countrywide. 
E ducation  of the type given by the Japanese, which 
m akes the  students spies and forget their national 
language should be condemned.

(6 )  By m eans of scholarships and S tate  aids, th e  S ta te  
should encourage higher education, study of science 
and research work.

(7 )  A m odern progressive agricultural scheme should be 
adopted.

(S ) Ad equitable system  of taxation should be adopted.
( 9 )  Progressive form s of production and labour system  

should be adopted,
( 10) Properties belonging to  the betrayers of national causa 

should be coniiscated.
(1 1 ) An adm inistration  free from bribery  and corruption 

and functioning according to  the people's will should 
be set up.

(1 2 )  T he judioiai system  should be reorganised so as to 
m ake justice available to the  poorest in the shortest 
possible space of time; prisons should also be reformed.

U nless the above-m entioned conditions are realised,
national progress will be impossible (and equity unobtain­
able).
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I t  is clear th a t  80 long as the Fascist Japanese bar-
1. bariansare in the country, we cannot aspire to realise the 

above-mentioned conditions. So long as they are ill run- 
country, there will be w ar in Burma, accompanied by all its 
evils. We ะ-.hall have no opportun ity  to  make progress. 
Therefore let us drive away the Japanese Fascists- In order 
to  drive them away, the following instructions should be 
adhered to by the people

PR O G R A M M E O F ACTION.
( ! )  D estroy the various transport facilities of the 

Japanese and se t fire to th e ir  stores.
(2 )  T he labourers should not assist in tn e  construction 

ot roads. They should stay away and la ter rise  up 
in revolt.

( $ )  H ide your bullocks and cattle , boats and  carts from 
the Japanese-

(4 )  Kill the Japanese agen ts and betrayers of our 
national cause.

(5 )  The B urm ese A rm y should revolt, and conduct 
guerilla  w arfare against the Japanese.

( 6 )  Convey all Correct inform ations' to the A nti-Fascist 
People's Freedom  League and false inform ations to  
the enem ies.

( ๆ )  S e t up A nti-Fascist Peoples’ F reedom  League 
Branches; organise guerrilla troops and  labour unions.

(8 )  T here should be no d isunity  between the various 
parties and rac ial groups in th e  country . Every 
body should w ork in co-operation.

N.B.— \^e  hate only the  Japanese Fascists. The 
Japanese F ascists are not only ill-treating  the 
B urm ans and o th e r Asiatics b u t also th e ir  own 
countrym en in Jap an . T h e  Japanese labourers 
are being exploited and m altreated . T he Anti- 
F asc is t elem ents are  imprisoned.

16
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All these acts are com m itted Bolely for th e  benefit of 

F ascist w arlords and capitalists like M itsui, M itsubishi, 
Sum im oto and others, 'I he M.K-K. etc. w hich are prosper­
ing in B urm a are only the ir agents.

W ith  a view to  divert the  a tten tion  of the dissatisfied 
m asses a t  home the Japanese Fascists are carry ing  on the  
w ar in foreign countries. They are on t in search of foreign 
m arkets also. T hey  pain t golden p ic tu res  and  persuade 
th e ir nationals to  wage w ar in foreign lands. W ith the 
silen t consent of the authorities, the soldiers perpetrate  
crim es in occupied area5).

By them selves, th e  com mon people of Japan  are not 
bad blit the m ilitary Fascists in  control of Japan  are the 
rea l crim inals. 80 only when the  m ilitary  Fascists lose the 
w ar, can the  A nti-Fascists rise  up  in power.

Therefore, carry  ou t th e  above instructionร in order 
to  defeat th e  Fascists. Persuade tho ordinary soldiers 
(Japanese) to  com e over to our sides. T re a t them w ell, 
sh e lte r  them  and send them  to us. In  Jap an  as well as in 
China, m any Japanese  an ti-F ascists  are fighting side by side 
w ith the Allied forces. In m any places, e ith er due to Allied 
propaganda or due to dislike for w ar, m any Japanese 
so ld ierB  are  deserting  th e ir ranks. If you come a c ro s s  in­
dividual Jap anese  soldiers, do noli kill them  but win them  
over to  our Bide. K illing a few Japanese will not m ake 
them  lose th e  w ar but only destruction of bridges and trans­
port facilities as well as am m unition dum ps will make 
them  ru n  aw ay from Burm a.

T he V ictory Flag of the  A nti-Fascist P eop les’ Freedom  
League is a w hite  s ta r  in  the upper left hand side on a  red  
background.

M E A N IN G  O F  T H E  FL A G .
Bed sytnboliseB ( 1 ) b ravery  (2 ) th e  m asses ( 3 ) unifica­

tion of ali the peoples of the  world. Bed also draw s attention
F . ?.
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easily. T he s ta r sym bolises th e  guiding s ta r for the people 
to  a tta in  freedom and progress.

COM RADES,
Do you w ant to  be free? Do you w ant peace and 

security? Then drive away the F ascist Japanese barbarians,
Sot up a People's Governm ent.
D estroy Fascism.
Co-operate w ith the D em ocratic Allies.

A nti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League, 
(B u rm a  P a trio tic  F ro n t) .

18



A p p e n d i x  2  A.

Towards better mutual understanding and 
greater co-operation between the British and 

the Peoples of Burma.
l ie  Statement of the problem.

By now  it  is well know n in m any quarters th a t a m ajority 
of the Burm ese people are Anti-Japs and th a t there is a 
section of Burm ese leaders who are working on the ir own 
in itiative for the victory of the U nited N ations over th e  Axifi 
powers. These leaders are try ing to  influence thu feeling of 
passive aid to  the  Japs, which is w idespread, to  one of active 
co-operation by the m asses w ith  the anti-Axis powers 
against the com m on enemy. T he B ritish  au thorities have, 
therefore, decided to  harness the services of these loaders 
for the benefit of the cause of the U nited  N ations. This 
decision is m ost welcome. I t  is our fear, how ever, th a t the 
B ritish  a re  doubtful about the political objectives of the 
anti-axis B urm ese leaders. So also are nationalists in  
B urm a doubtful of B ritish  in ten tion  in regard to  the future 
of Burm a. In  order to clear up th is  m isunderstanding we 
shall here attem pt to  6' plain the political objective of th e  
anti-axis Burm ese leaders in o rder th a t the B ritisa  au thori­
ties shall have th e  b etter understanding of our position, 
leading, we hope and balieve, to g rea te r co-operation be­
tw een us. I t  would be ou t of place here  to  suggest w hat 
the B ritish  should do to  dispel our doubt for we do not 
wish to appear to  be strik ing  a bargain and prefer to s ta te  
o u r case in  a stra igh t forward m anner; and we feel confident 
th a t all our colleagues in Burm a will, in tim e, endorse our 
view here sta ted .
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Crnx of the problem.

I t  w ill appear to US th a t the  crnx of the problem  ie th a t 
a  lack of com plete understanding of our position m ay load 
to restric ted  co-opevation, conditional co-operation, o r even 
to  co-operaton w ith reservations. W hom will th is so rt of 
co-operation  benefit? No one but the enem y. W h a t IS tne 
best exam ple of co-operation w ith reservations? I t  
concerns th e  question of supplying arm s and am m unitions 
to the anti-axie forces; we fear tha t the B ritish mav no t 
tru s t  true  p a trio ts  w ith w eapons of pow er. ‘‘Are they going 
to  use them  against us now?” “ How are we going to  
disarm  them  afte r we have recap tured  Burm a?’’ “ W on 't it 
be better if we give them  harmless weapons?".

I t  appears to  us th a t th ere  are the questions which 
m ay be striking a t the best brains of th e  B ritish Com m and 
ra th e r than  the question of how m ore effective and speedier 
form s of co-operation can be given by them , to the forces of 
the  in terior. These fears and doubts occur to  u s because of 
our past relations, because of onr previous opposition to  th e  
E nglish , and because of our pas t conflicts, W e hope our 
fears and doubts have no foundation w hatsoever เท the 
realities of the present.
Solution of the problem

Because we m ust deny the enemy any benefit, we m ust 
solve th is problem ; we m ust clear up the donb ts Are they 
going to use the  arm s we give them  against us?". W e Bay 
N O ’. T h e re  is no possib ility . "H ow  are we going to  

disarm  them  afte r we had recaptured B urm a?" NO. There 
is no need fo r you to  disarm  them. One solution is for you to make them  part of the B urm a Defence Forccsi “ W on’t 
it be b etter if we give them  com paratively harmless 
weapons?" Silly idea. T hey will be harm less only  ag am it the Japs. T hey m ust b e  given th e  best w eapons possible to 
drive ou t the Japs.

T h is m ay seem to  be an over-sim plification of the  
solution of the problem , based on wishful th inking. In
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actual fac t it is based on our reading of th e  in ternational 
s itua tion , our understand ing  of the m arch  of dem ocratic 
and progressive forces, o a r  readine89 to see Burm a related 
to  in ternational affairs and th e  correct reading of w h at is 
lappen ing  to  our country and to  our p eo p le :— Let ชร 
explain.
Our Final Political objective.

F irs t of all, w hat is our political objective, w hat is our 
nationa l aspiration? O ur national aspiration is th e  com plete 
in d e p e n d e n e e o iB u rm a . In  o th e r words, th e  right of self- 
determ ination to  be exercised by our people th rough a 
C onstituen t Assembly on tru e  dem ocratic principles.
Methods to achieve our Political Objectives

T here  are custom arily tw o m ethods of achieving national 
independence. One is rev o lu tion ary  and the other consitu- 
tional. By revolu tionary  method we mean here a violent 
and bloody conflict w ith ru lers . By constitu tional m ethod 
we mean th a t way of struggle which avoids violence, blood­
shed. and arm ed rising-up. By the time world fascism shall 
have been smashed«.by tim e Burm a shall have been able to  
devote all her energies to  demanding her rights to  determ ine 
destiny, the international situation will be so developed 
as to have elim inated th e  use of violence, bloodshed, and 
arm ed rising in a  people’s fight for freedom . T he  m ethod 
w hich we call constitu tional today will become the  only 
correc t, and therefore 'm ost rev o lu tion ary ' m ethod by which 
we will win our goal. W h at is the guarantee for that? The 
guarantee is the rise of the dem ocratic and progressive forces 
in th e  wake of the  (lying fascism.
The Rise of Democratic and Progressive Forces.

Since' the G erm an invasion of Russia in 1941, the 
dem ands of the dem ocratic and the progressive forces a re :—

1. Com plete un ity  of the miUt&iy strategy of th e  
U nited N ations headed by B ritain , America and 
Soviet Russia.
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2. open ing  of the seoond front.
3- M obilisation of the people of occupied countries to 

th e  cause of an ti-H itler coalition—as apart from 
the pro-fascist ruling sections — b} encouraging 
resistance m ovem ents and recognising th e ir  rig h t of 
self determ ination. W orld fascism and the r e ­
actionary forces w ithin the rnuks of th e  U nited 
N ations tried by all m eans to thw art the dem and of 

. democracy and progress. Because of the streng th  
of the dem ocratic and progressive forces, all the  
above dem ands have been fulfilled. Fascism  and 
reaction  are defeated th e  forces of dem ocracy and 
progress are un ited  and they are all powerful. 
(T eheran  agreem ent, the second front, and the battle  
of F rance e tc .)

The Peace Aims of Democracy.
There is no doubt th a t  m ankind, as a whole, wants a 

peace th a t will endure th a t will avoid th e  curse of wars and 
th a t  will bestow  freedom  and progress on a.11 nations. “To 
win th e  peace” is the  battle  cry. This urgo of the tim e is 
reflected in the leadership of the entire  civ ilised  world. “ พ ร  
recoguise fully the  suprem e responsibility resting upon U8 
and all the U nited Nations to make a peace which will 
com mand the goodwill of th e  overwhelm ing m asses of the 
peoples of the w orld and banish the scourge and te rro r of 
war for m any generations’’. (T eh eran  three-Pow er D eclar­
ation.)

T hat is why all the  dem ocratic and progressive forces of 
the world are working for the complete unity  of the th ree  
pow ers which shall form the core of th e 'fu tu re  world organis­
ation. “ And as to peace, we are sure th a t ou r concord will 
m ake it  an enduring peace.” Hence the Anglo-Soviet 20 
years pact. H ence the growing Angln-Soviet-American 
alliance. Hence the growing anxieJy of each of the three 
powers to  reach agreem ent on such single issue of in te r­
national problem.
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B ut is the unity of the th ree  pow ers founded on re ­

actionary policies? No. F irstly , th e  reactionary policies of 
‘Balance 01 Pow ers’ and ‘Spheres of Influence a re  being 
pushed out o f the picture. The proposal of Anglo-American 
Alliance as against th e  European Colossus’ of Russia has 
abandoned. The scheme to  divide the Eastern  block under 
Soviet influence, if necessary , and the W este rn  block under 
the B ritish  influence has been pigeon-holed. E ven such a 
powerful person like G eneral Sm uts cannot resu rrect it. In  
the place of these  reactionary policies, a progressive policy is 
taking shape. 'I s  this formula of th e  tu ree powers in full 
accord w ith the righ t of self-determ ination of nations con­
cerned?1 This question  has become the yard-stick by w hich 
all European questions are measured, even if be the case of 
F rance or th a t  of Italy . T ha t m eans th e  peace policy th a t is 
winning the day is leading to  th e  peace th a t is founded on 
freedom justice  and equality of all nations. “ We shall seek 
the co-operation and the  active participation of all nations, 
large and small, w hose people in heart a I E’iud are dedi­
cated; as are our own peoples, to the elim ination f tyTanny 
and slavery, oppression and intolerance. We m ay welcome 
them  as they may choose to  COUI0 into a world family of 
dem ocratic nations.” This T eheran D eclaration is no t d'ead. 
I t  is not only living hut also growing. Roosevelt and Churchill 
have not affixed the ir signatures light hea idly They know 
w hat It is to have hard, rea list, S ta lin , along w ith  them .

The prospect of a, durable peace and the struggle for ita 
realisation have streng thened  the forces of dem ocracy an d  
progress. The realisation of a durab le  peace will m ean full 
flow ering of these forces. T ha t m eans th a t the defeat of 
Fascism  and  th e  estab lishm ent of peace will im m ediately 
open ou t to us th e  oppressed peoples, a  prospect of peaceful 
development to full independence and  dem ocracy.
From Europe to Burma.

T here are doubters am ongst the nationalists and forget 
nothing1 and-learn-nothing bureaucrats, officials who to 
th ink  th a t w hat is true  of Europe cannot be tru e  of Asia



T hey think th a t developm ents in  the W est will have only 
appreciab le influence on the fu ture of Burm a. T heir way of 
th ink ing  is antiquated. They are living in spite of them* 
Helves in the days of K ing Bodaw paya (I Bur mese K ing of th e  V ictorian Era.

E urope is the centre of gravity  of this world and it  will 
continue to be so w ithin th e  foreseeable future. Thu rise of 
of dem ocracy and the maroh of progress w ill mean the same 
th in ” in tho entire world. E ven the land of 'L lam as’ up On 
th e  eighteen thousand  feet high m ountains (may n o t)  will be 
alive to  the fact th a t B urm a shall no t bo left out of the 
w orld-w ide sweep of dem ocracy  and progress.
The Changing Britain.

W e are no t unaw are of the Tact th a t  th rough  the ex* 
perionca of the present w ar, G reat B ritain  has changed and 
still changing. The swing of the overw helm ing m asses of 
the  B ritish  people to  the left is adm itted by all. W e are 
immensely encouraged by the way the eigh t m illion strong 
B ritish  T rade U nion C ongress and the nina million s trong  
C o-operative M ovem ent are dem anding the Freedom  of 
India, Wo feel th a t they are our real friends. W a  are 
Confident th a t the true dem ocrats in B ritain  will u ltim ately 
win, will chango the B ritish  Em pire into a  trn e  Com m on­
w ealth of N ations, each enjoying freedom  and equality.

There are some reactionaries who a re  forced  to adapt 
themselves to a  progressive policy regarding the Anglo- 
Soviet-Am erican U nity  and regarding peace settlem ent in 
E urope b u t they think th a t they can still m aintain  the  old 
policy tow ards Em pire. They are the same people w ho call 
Churchill and  E den agents of Russia because the two leaders 
no t less determ ined to  w in the peace as to  win th e  w ar, 
happen to  adopt progressive m easures in un ity  w ith Russia. 
The days of these reactionaries are gone. J u s t  as a m an 
canno t stand half in th e  shade and half in the รนท for long 
and just as it is no t possible to  have both the progressive 
foreign policy and reactionary dom estic policy, so also th e
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progressive B ritish  canno t m aintain a reactionary  im perial 
policy for any appreciable length ot tim e. P ost-w ar B ritain  
is bound to help post-w ar Burm a to  develop peacefully along 
th e  road of freedom and dem ocracy.

Inside Burma,.
In  B urm a a big sh ift in political thought is taking 

place. Egoism, isolationism , adventurism , in sh o rt, blind 
patriotism  in the n a tiona list Climp, are fading out. The 
Jap s have cheated them, teaching them  a valuable lesson. 
By helping the Japs some of them  naively thought they 
w ere going to win freedom . T his was due solely to their 
inability to  th ink of B urm ese Freedom  in the context of 
international affairs. They have never lfflHgined th a t only 
through the v ictory  of the U nited  N ations they could reach 
nearer the ir goal. They had regarded their strugg le fo r 
freedom  as if |t  were Only a  private quarrel between them  
and the B ritish . These past m istakes have been elim inated 
through costly and bloody experiences. T he aw akening of 
patrio ts tow ards in ternational isNues has been trem endous. 
T h is is the internal guaran tee  of Burma’s peaceful 
development o r constitu tional developm ent, if you like.

Dnring the invasion of the Trips, some patrio ts thought 
th a t after driving OT5t the B ritish  with Jap anese  assistance, 
they could keep away the Japs from entering B urm a or 
resist the Ja p  invasion. T his naive idea cannot be repeated. 
Snch a fan tastic a ttem pt will be crushed in betw een the two 
battling  arm ies. The U nited Anglo-American-Ghinese forces 
and Jap  forces. I t  is clear th a t the A nti-Jap  forces inside 
B urm a can have no o ther w ay of achieving th e ir freedom  
except through unconditional co-operation w ith the Anglo- 
A m erican C hinese expeditionary forces and can only ba 
auxiliary to th e  main Allied forces Such is the  reality w ith 
which the Burm ese patrio ts are faced. Out of th is realism  
will be born th e  harm ony betw een the  invading allied arm y 
and  an ti-Jap  forces inside Bnrm a.



Immediate Issues in the Reoccupied Burma.
There will be two m ain iorces 011 w hich the BurmeBe 

people will have to  concen tra te  their national efforts. 
F irs tly  they m ust con tribu te  th e ir  m ite tow ards the 
sm ashing of th e  eastern  en<l of the axis. Then only they 
w ill have conclusively proved of the ir w orth as a people, ‘‘in 
heart and in m ind, dedicated to th e  elim ination of ty ranny , 
oppression, slavery, and into lerance’’ and shall be welcome 
‘ in to  a w orld-fam ily of dem ocratic n a tio n s .” (Teheran 
D eclaration). Secondly, they shall have to  set the whole 
nation to  the task of relief, rehabilitation anti reconstruction 
of the w ar-to rn  Burm a.

In the entire stra tegy  of anti-Japanese w ar. th e  re ­
cap ture  of Burm a will mean ju st as m uch as the  recap tu re  
of N orth Africa has m eant for invasion of Europe, It will 
be the end of the  beginning of the an ti-Jap  w ar. E ven tile 
island hopper Admiral N im itz, has declared th a t Japan 
m ust be defeated on th e  m ain land of Asia. I t  would be 
sheer foolhardiness to th ink th a t the defeat of the Jap s in 
Burm a means the defeat of the entire  forces of the Jap s , 
generally estim ated as one hundred divisions. Against the 
Japfl Britain cannot yet devote all her available forces and 
the  resources because of ber in terests in Europe. I t  will be 
as m uch a m istake fo r the B ritish  to  sligh t the co-operation 
of the Burmese people in the com ing oounter-offsnsive of 
the an ti Japanese war as it was in 1941-4-2. She m ust win 
sincere Burm ese co-operation. Prom otion of b e tte r under­
stand ing  and co-operation between the Burm ese p a trio ts  
and the British now on the first phase of the anti-Japanese 
w ar will be th e  best foundation for future co-operation.

T h e re  will be famine, epidem ics and rtiin in the wake 
of the retreating Japanese. T he collapse of national 
economy will have been complete. The destruction of hom es, 
public u tilities an d  productive en terprises m ay go almost 
beyond repair. W ithout mobilising the  whole of ths 
B urm ese people these wounds of w ar canno t be healed. It 
will be as mu eh in the in terests of the B ritish  as th a t of the
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B urm ese to devot all then efforts to th e  relief 1 rehabilitation 
and reconstruction. H e will no t bfl a  p a trio t ii he shuns these 
tasks. One is an anarch is t, น. mail-cap or a scoundrel if one 
tries to  take political advan taue of ffie m iseries ol ihepeople. 
There can be few blcck-heaiis who tb ink  th a t fam ine cuu 
lead to  a revolution , but these b lock-heads, it they dare 

ome cu t on the political seen ot future B urm a, will be put 
in the ir places. T he people of Burm a will have no tru s t 
in such- imbecileB.
Conclusions and Concrete Proposals.

Looking a t the problem  from all points of view, in te r­
national im perial and in ternal, B urm a is heading tow ards 
(the.) peaceful developm ents and a bright future. But bow 
soon sue w ill achieve her goal depends on how Boon world 
fascism is com pletely sm ashed up and to w hat ex ten t she 
lierseli co n trib u tes  to the h isto ric task.

H aving firm faith  in th is line of developm ent of our 
m otherland we pu t up the following concrete proposals:—

1. W holehearted  and greatest possible aid to the an ti- 
Japanese movement inside B urm a. Arms, am m uni­
tion, money and all equipm ent for espionage and 
sabotage.

2. Take over the anti-Japanese foroes in to  the Burm a 
Army which shall be th e  best defence forces of 
fu ture B urm a (one reason for withholding freedom 
from  B urm a being her inability to  defend herself) 
and w hich shall fight the Japanese until final 
victory, oil Japanese soil if necessary.

3. A ccept th e  help  and co-operation of anti-Japanese
forces in suppressing dacoits, pro-Japanese rebels, 
crim inals and other an ti social elem ents in re­
occupied Burma.

4. W elcom e the co-operation of anti-Japanese force 
in all measures, governm ent and public, regarding 
re lie f, rehab ilita tion  and reconstruction  in all re- 
occupied .troas.
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These are the concrete proposals. D etails can be 

d iscussed a n d  d e c id e d  once th e  above proposals in  outline
โน:0 accep ted .

OUR PO L IC Y .
Internationally W e stand for (a) Com plete sm ash-up of 

fascism and its influences (b ) D urable and lasting peace I
based on the A tlantic C harter and Teheran declarations
(c) Anglo-Soviet-Am ercan A lliance (d )  Anglo-Soviet m utual 
sissistanco pact ( e )  A nglo-A m erican Concord based  on re ­
solving of conflicting' in terests - com mercial an d ’financial - of 
Anglo-American powers ( f )  U nited , independen t and 
dem ocratic China.

Nationally W e stand for (a )  Peaceful solution of the 
contrad ictions between the people of Burm a and the impe- I
rialifits w ith in  the frame work of durable and  ju st peace
( b )  Continued co-opevation and m utual assistance between 
people of Burm a and B ritish for generations to  come, baaed 
on equality and justice, (call it Dominion S tatus or any* 
th ing you like) (c )  Reconstruction of Burm a by mobilising 
all  sections of the people (d )  Full enjoym ent of civil 
liberties - freedom of press, speech, association, faith , etc.
(e) P a ttin g  dow n gangstarism , fifth colum n etc. (f) E sta­
blishm ent of the national Army out of Resistance Forces 
(g )  Revival and expansion of democracy in the political lifo 
of th e  country.

Specially W e stand for ( a )  Abolition of landlordism  
ru ra l indebtedness, ren t etc. ( b )  N ationalisa tion of key 
industries, m ines tran sp o rt and banks. B ut they  are not 
im m ediate issues'. During the reconstruction p e r i o d  im ­
m ediate issues are ( a )  Landlord and money lender to reduce 
ren t and interest, peasant to pay dne ren t and work hard, 
to save the nation; debt m oratorium ; reclam ation of waste, 
lands (b ) C apitalists to  pay fair wage to the  w orkers, 
improve conditions of workers; workers to work the h a rd est 
to revive economic life of the nation (o) Recognition of 
olaas organisation (d )  > F igh ting  black-marketi profiteering )



ami corruption in all phases of national life; social ev ilt ika pro stitu tion .
Communal We stand for (a )  Controlled im m igration- 

foreign labour as well as capital m ust be productive; the 
guaran tee th a t h igher hying standard  of labour - foreign and  
n jtiv e  - is m aintained, m ust be included in the imm igration 
agreem ent and laws, (b )  Full citizenship rights to ali 
men of foreign origin who rpgaid Burm a as th e ir  home and 
settle  dow n- (c) Com m unal harm ony the naturalised  
foreigner by respecting  native cuBtoma, m anners, beliefs, 
cu ltu re  etc., and the native by giving full autonom y to  the 
foreigner regarding his custom s, m anners, beliefs, culture e tc .

Nationalities. See xny program m e; popularise them  
among p a trio ts  of all m inority nationalities.
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A p p e n d i x  2 B.

Radio Address by Colonei Nay win (7-5-45). 
To the people of Burma.

C o m r a d e s  a n d  c o u n t r y m e n ,
You have known Ivy n&w w ith w hat aima the Burm ese 

Army has com e in to  existence and  of w hat stuff it is made. 
I ts  one and only aim is to  fight for B urm ese freedom and it 
is to  th a t aim  th a t p ractically  the  whole of Bnrm ese Youth 
have dedicated the ir lives. You have seen also th a t  it is a  
un ited  front pu t up by all the indigenous races th a t call 
them selves Bnrmese. T hus it is lhat the Burmese Army 
which is composed of the Burm ese, Shans, K arhins and 
K arens has been looked upon by all as no t only th e  hope of the 
country  bu t also as its very life and soul. F o r  it is this 
Burmese Army which ha,ร, in the nam e of th e  Peoples’ 
Freedom  Army, declared w ar on the F ascis t Japanese and is 
actively engaged in fighting them  on the  Burm ese front. 
B itterly  have they fought for the liberation of their soil from 
F ascist clutches and as b itte rly  will they continue the fight 
t il l  th a t menace is com pletely eradicated. A nd It is our 
purpose here  no less our duty to  tell the people in as clear 
and  sim ple w ords as possible the reason for the step we have 
talren. W e wish every single Burmese to  understand tha t in 
taking this h isto ric step , the B nrm ese A rm y is naither 
guided by sheer irresponsib ility  of youth , as their enemy has 
been inoliued to  a ttribu te , no r is i t  a meaningless, opportun ist 
m ovem ent as some of the people have tried to  make out. 
M embers of th e  Burm ese A rm y will certainly n o t le t the ir 
b lood  and sw eat flow BO freely nor le t th e ir  wives and ch ild ­
ren suffer m ortal agonies a t the hands of the Japanese 
M ilitary  Police n o r le t th e  Burm ese villages go up in flames 
w ith o u t having a firm conviction in the righteousness of 
the ir action.



We were not unaw are of w hat te rro r ind ravage Ja p a ­
nese Fascism  has w rought in C hina. At the  same tim e, we 
as realists believed th a t  w ithout the help of a foreign power, 
in  those days, we could n o t successfully struggle against the 
B ritish  and achieve our independence- I t  happened th a t in 
view of the in ternational situation prevailing then, Japan was 
and could be only foreign ally we could  look up to. Secret 
negotiations went on and tha Burm ese Revolutionary G roup 
dem anded from accredited representatives of Japanese Goven- 
m ent solemn pledges of independence for B urm a, T hat 
pledge Was given by Japan  and th is (act, briefly and simply, 
accounted for the co-operation, w hich th e  Burm ese young 
m en extended to  the Japanese Forces during  the first phase 
of the w ar. L ater oil January  21, 1942, ju st after the fall of 
Hongkong, the Japanese Prem ier General To jo confirmed 
th is pledge in his statem ent made in the Im perial Diet. "A a 
regards tlie Philippines, if the peoples of those islands will 
hereafter understand tile real intentions of Nippon and offer 
to  co-operate w ith  us as one of the  partners for the establish­
m ent of the  G reater E ast Asia C o-prosperity sphere. 
N ippon will gladly enable them  to enjoy the honour of inde­
pendence). As for B urm a what Nippon contem plates is n o t 
different from th a t relating to the Philippines. To those 
who are as freodom-lovinfi as th e  Burmese are, such an 
expression of definite promise could no t bu t receive the ir 
w ishful credence especially when it was found, to all appear­
ances!, to be m ors satisfactory than  th e  B ritish  statem ent 
th a t the A tlantic C harter shall no t be applicable to  Ind ia and 
B urm a, W e reasoned to ourselves also th a t since Japan 
would never be able to  occupy Ind ia w ithout being able to  
rally the active support of the  Ind ians, by granting Inde­
pendence to Burm a and thus prove th a t she has no territo rial 
am bitions, political expediency and circum stances would 
compel her to  redeem her Independence pledge to  Burm a as 
well as to th e  Philippines and other E ast Asiatic countries. 
H ence our decision to  m aking our alliance w ith  Japan and 
fighting side by side w ith her against the  British in 1942.

Our first reg ret came w ith the fall of M oulm ein. 
D oubts began to awaken in Burm ese m inds when the
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Japanese for the lirat tim e broke the ir promise of declaring 
Burmese independence and handing over the adm inistration 
of the tow n to the Burmese themselves as soon as M oulmein 
fell in to  their hands. Since that; tim e began discussions 
among the Burmese regarding the questionable character of 
Japan ร promises. Their regret a n J  resentm ent was certain ly  
not im proved as tim e w en t on and  greater con tact with 
th e  Japanese more and more nnm asked their aggressive nature  
in all m anner of dealings. I t  was fortunately in good time 
th a t we found ou t our m istake and we had been fcble to send 
a Bection of our youth leaders to  foreign countries to Beek 
foroign aid.

D isillusionm ent oame a second tim e when, the occupa­
tion of the whole of B urm a having com pleted, the Burmese 
Independence Army (Afl it was then called) gathered together 
a t  M andalay. W hat was the disappointm eiit and fury in 
the hearts of these yonng patrio ts when ' ‘Burm ose in d e­
pendence A rm y1' was converted into ihe B urm a Defence 
Arm y"! I t  w as no consolation to  know th a t  th e  Burmese 
Arm y had  then Teaohed a considerable strength. T hey forth­
w ith  planned to  tu rn  the B.I.A ., not into B.D.A. as the 
Japanese desired bu t into a Burm a B ovolntionary Army as 
the ir whole souls desired, bu t throe big fac tors prevented 
the ir plans from ripening into action. T he first is th a t P re ­
m ier Tojo of the Japanese G overnm ent happened to  have ju st 
declared his G overnm ent’s in ten tion  to  recognise Burmese 
Independence in his D iet Speech, the second is th a t the 
Burm ese troops were then yet lacking in tra in ing  and ex­
perience, and the th ird  is th a t the Japanese Fascists were 
then  a t the  height of the ir m ilitary power. Leading members 
of the Burm ese Army had therefore decided to bide their tim e 
and allow discretion to  form the b e tte r part of the ir valour.

T hen came the declaration of Burm ese Independence 
w hich as we all found ou t presently, was ju s t a  declara tion . 
As soon as the Burm ese found th a t the independence which 
they  proclaimed to  the world was poles apart from  the inde­
pendence Which they have aspired for and looked forward to 
and th a t instead of enjoying the righ ts of real sovereignty
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th e ir te rrito ry  was m utilated, the ir economy ruthlessly ex­
ploited and the ir civil liberties com pletely cast, aside, their 
plana and decisions to overthrow  Japanese Fascism  began to 
take concrete shape. They m ade up the ir minrifl neither to 
rest nor pause t i l l  they have redressed the wrong they have, 
w ith the best of intentions, made to the country, and th en  
felt equal to the m any dangers th a t would aw ait them, their 
families and the ir associates, should the Japanese M ilitary 
Police b u t get an inkling of the ir extrem ely hazardous plan. 
N othing bn t the ir inherent love of freedom gave them tha 
courage to brave the inhum an tortu res of the Japanese m ili­
tary  police as they crossed the borders between Burm a and 
foreign countries, orpaniscd revolutionary parties เท all parts 
of the country, secretly circulated guerilla pam phlets, giving 
practical train ing wherever possible and doing the while all 
they can do to impede the progress of tha Japanese w ar effort. 
This bilge subversive m ovem ent having com pleted, they 
attem pted four tim es to effect a  general uprising and all the 
tim es the ir plans aboTted.

This tim e, which is the fifth tim e in the histo ry  of the 
Burm ese A rm y, we have successfully carried  out our plans. 
I  พน} now give you a rough outline of the  Burm ese A rm y’s 
activ ities, to  give you an idea of the  loyalty and death-defying 
spirit of our com rades as well as to give due recognition to the 
adm irable co-operation th a t we received from our own people, 
the gallant villagers and towns-people alike,

( a )  W e have been able to successfully negotiate with 
the Japanese M ilitary A uthorities to send our troops to various 
d istricts, to w hich they  have been assigned, despite the fact 
th a t the en tire  Burm ese A) my has all along been stationed 
in  Rangoon.

(b )  Wo have been able to procure sufficient aim s and 
am m unitions from tha Japanese Army w ith in  th e  ppace of a 
few days from th e  date on which the revolution is to  break 
ou t.

( c )  W e have been able to com bine our troops w ith  tha 
revolutionary parties in Promo, Allaum yo, Pyinm ana,

F . 3



34
Toungoo, Pegu, M andalay and o ther D elta tow ns and 
thereby obtain porfect co-ordination.

( d )  W e have been able to Bend our men to Ind ia to seek 
outside m ilitary assistance and supply of arm s.

(e )  W e have been able to  oontact the Allies successfully.
( f )  Wo have been able to comL'Ut the Japanese in U pper 

Burm a and A rakan and defeat them  thoroughly.
(g )  W e have been able to  give train ing to  villagers of 

various d istric ts in guerilla form of w arfare, and by the tim e 
the revolution is s tarted  have already organised stra igh t- 
shooting guerilla fly liters all over tho country.

All these, you will agree w ith me, are not such as can be 
achieved overnight, especially when there w as a horde of 
Japanese M ilitary  Police and  the ir seoret agents and u n ­
scrupulous inform ers. All th is  certain ly  an uncommon feat 
which any nation in the  world would foei proud of, for the 
B urm ese have dem onstrated to the world th a t Japan  who is 
a rival power among W orld  Powers and is the m ost ruiihless 
of all F ascist Pow ers has a t last reaped b itte r defeat a t the 
h ands of th e  Burmese.

Even the Allied N ations have adm ittod th a t for sheer 
g rit and guerilla fighting technique, it is difficult fo r any o ther 
nations to surpass Jap an . And Burm ese today have beaten 
the Japanese in the ir own game, as is m uch ev ident in the 
operations in the delta d istricts of Pyapon, M anbin, Bassein, 
Insein, etc., and in M andalay, Toungoo, Pyinm ana and other 
places where th e  Burm ese successfully drove them  out and 
redromed the Burm ese tow ns from their hands. I t  was 
again the Burm ese Arm y th a t haa to  forestall the  Japanese 
p lans of subjecting the city of Rangoon to  a  s c o r c h e d - earth  
dem olition and occupy th e  oity before they  can ca rry  out 
th e ir plaiiB. T he  m ost effective p a r t  of the Burm ese Army’s 
activities is the complete breakdow n of tran sp o rt and com 
m unications of the Japanese Army in Burm a. T h e  typically
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Burm ese technique of guerilla fighting is sure to find a place 
in  the pages of w orld’s m ilitary science.

I think I  have made it clear enough th a t the Burm ese 
Army is not only the hope of the country bu t its very life and 
soul th a t is neither irresponsibility of youth th a t lay behind 
their historio step  nor a meaningless opportunist m ovem ent 
as I  have earlier pointed out- Hence to  th e  people of 
B urm a who have for lour hapless years been exposed to the 
m ost gruolling form of experience under Japanese Fascism , 
who have during  the same period gone through every coil- 
oeivable form of hardship, danger and disease, I wish to give 
th is solemn pledge. T ha t for the freedom of every Small 
sta te  th a t even like ourselves are in m ortal dread o£ the 
F asc is t m enace, we are firmly resolved to  drive back the 
Japanese Fascism  to its native home and to give our lives 
to achieve our objective of Burm ese freedom” W ith  this 
pledge on my lips I  urge you, comrades and countrym en 
to  give น̂  yet more of your willing co-operation and help, 
for before you all, ever loyal and true , we stand in readiness 
to fight for our cherished freedom , our one objective and 
our very life.



A p p e n d i x  3 A.

Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League 
Statement.

As soon as M ilitarist Fascism  came to  B urm a to im plant 
itself the stra in  of its iron heels was such th a t the  peoples 
of Burm a found it  u tte r ly  impossible to  suh m it to it for any 
length of time. T he B urm a A nny, the Com m unist P a r ty , the 
People’s Revolutionary P arty , (now  known as Socialist P a r ty )  
the E ast Asiatic Youth League and a considerable section  of 
the M ahabam a, T he M yocllit P arty , the Fabian  P arty , the 
T h ak in  Party , the Sanghas Asiayone and of the K aren, Shan, 
K achin, Chin, Arakanese, Chinese arid Ind ian  com m unities 
b eg an to  strive each m its own way to stragg le themselves 
from Fascist oppression. In  A ugust 1946, it became possible 
to  co-ordinate all th e  abovementioned groups in to  one whole 
organisation unuer Lhe nam e of A nti-Fascist People’s F ree­
dom League. W hen  the League was th u s founded, a great 
deal more of o thers from the vast public fervently sought its  
m em bership or alliance and from th a t m om ent onw ards the  
A nti-Fascist activ ities which h itherto  were carried  on spora­
dically became m uch m ore centralised, syatam atised and concentrated.

The League’s prim ary objective was (i) to drive Fascism  
out of the country u n til it is com pletely sm ashed here as 
well as ill its hom eland w ith or even w ithout, outside help 
an d  ( ii)  to see th a t  B urm a positively a tta in s her cherished 
goal of independence. The League rightly  counted on all the 
freedom loving peoples of B urm a to give_what aid they  oould 
in the event of an open struggle against Fascism  taking place 
anywhere and at liny time. T he Burm ese A rm y quite 
na tu ra lly  was to lead  th e  fight w ith the people acting as 
active supporters in the rear. And in order to give u tm ost 
effcct in the event of an  armed uprising m em bers o i the



League were recruited to undergo intensive political and 
m ilitary  training.

T he first task before the Loague as has already boon 
m entioned was to rid  th e  country ot th e  Japanese* And as 
even ts have shown, it m ay be laid claitn w ith justification 
th a t  it has fairly accom plished it. No doubt thero are still 
?01ท0 Japanese divisions scattered all over .Burma which 
rem ain to  be wiped out. The League is confident th a t its 
fixating forces will do th e ir  beat 10 accomplish th is task in 
tho quickest possible tim e. No q u a rte r  will be given to th e  
Fascists w herever they m ay be. The League shall see tha t 
Fascism  no more exists in th is  couniry  ii! any form , nor for 
th a t m a tte r ill any p art of the world.

T he second objective still rem ains to be achieved. , And 
the Leaguo is confident th a t tho B ritish  G overnm ent as well 
as the Crovernments of the  United N ations a lread j fully 
realise our political aspirations and th a t  they  will know bow 
to honour a nation th a t has proved its w orth by serving the  
Cause of the Allies in ท way w hich would have seemed luite 
unthinkable and im possible. F o r all the world knows th a t to 
defeat tons of thousands of Japanese at their own game— and 
in so short a tim e—was no easy task for an ill-equipped and 
oppressed n ation such as ours to  accomplish. It is no ex ­
aggeration to say th a t the Burm ese have not only faced but 
also conquered overwhelm ing odds.

The League w ishes to  emphasise its political faith by 
reiterating th e  fact th a t sh o rt of com plete independence no 
o ther form of government' will Batisfy the people. The 
League wishes also to m ention a simple bu t ra ther im portant 
fact! which should n o t be overlooked or underrated , th a t the 
Burm ese during the past th ree  or four years have undergone 
such a trem endous change in thought and out*look th a t they 
could no m ore be pushed back to th e  spiritual or political 
level of 1941. I f  anybody th inks th a t all th a t Burm a w ants 
now in the year of 1945 is supplies of food and clothing and 
m aterials for reconstruction purposes—these and these alone 
— he will be greatly  m istaken. Iiurm a iloes no t w ant chari-
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ty  though she would indeed be only too good to  accept tha  
whole-hearted and  honest co-operation and support of any 
or all of the  free nations of the  world in  establishing herself 
in  the w orld fam ily of dem ocratic nations. B urm a only 
aspires to  be com pletely independent—noth ing  more, nothing 
less. And she expects every honourable nation on the  face 
of th is  Garth to uphold her in th is respect.

T he League th inks it only fair to rem ind powers th a t  ^  
be that the above-m entioned facts are no t lost sight of in 
determ ining th e  fu ture  of Burma* The League declares 
solem nly th a t  tb is  and th is  alone is B urm a’s case and 
thati there is none other.

B urm a w ants complete independence. B urm a w ants 
her constitu tion to be fram ed by a C onstituen t Assembly 
elected on the basis of universal adu lt suffrage as Boon as เ^ 
war conditions in Burm a perm it. All her actions in the 
rem ote as well as in th e  recent past, all her actions a t  . 
th e  present m om ent should bear am ple testim ony  to  this 
fact, B urm a will nntT est nn tii she is free. And in a world just 
about to be tree from the  thruBS of a m ost deadly struggle 
for freedom from  Fascist dom ination, Burm a expects quite 
rightly  tha t she will not be denied herself Freedom . W ere  
th a t to happen, which Heaven forbid, i t  would be ta n ta ­
m ount to  adm itting th a t  only a couple of Fascist powers 4,1 
have gone down in th is deadly struggle and  th a t  fascism 
still rem ains to keep sm aller nations ill subjugation. T h a t  
would bo losing the Peace.’ T h a t would m ean W ar again and 
the  League fervently hopes th a t the F rankenstein  m onster 
of Fascism  is finally nailed in i ts  coffin and th a t  DO Phoenix 
of disguised or unadulterated Fascism  may ever rise again 
from the ashes.

4?



APPENDIX ร B.
Queries and replies at the press interview given 

by Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League on 
14th May, 1945.

W e have prepared  a sta tem en t and  I w ill te ll yon w hat 
you m ight w ant to know which is not in tb s  sta tem ent, 
There is lot of confusion about tha nam e because we called 
it in Burm ese which vrhen translated  in to  English is ‘‘Anti* 
Fascist Peoples’ Freedom  League’*. T h e  aim and object of 
the organisation can ba known from th e  nam e itself. O ar 
rep resen ta tive  in Ind ia , T hera  Pe, whom you m ieht have 
heard of translated  it  ''B u rm a P atrio tic  F ron t". The Army 
calls it ' A .T .O .", Americans call it ’‘A-F.L.’’ You may call 
i t  any th ing  you like— its all the  same. I t  is not a parly  
organization— it  is a combination of various political groupร 
an d  organisations and communities. I will give you the 
nam es of these political groups, organizations and com m uni­
ties so th a t you  will get an idea of w hnt th e  League re­
presents. T he political parties in i t  are  (1 ) C om m unist 
P a rty  of B urm a (2 )  PeopleB Revolutionary Party (3) Myoohit 
P a rty  and (4 )  F ab ian  P arty  whose leader is บ Ba Choe
( 5 )  T hak in  P arty  and ( 6 )  M ahabam a. T he non-party  
organisations are the B urm a N ational Arm y, the authors, 
the  Sanghas, W om en’s League, Y outh League and teachers. 
Apart from th a t we have organ izations of different race3 
such as A rakanese N ational Congress, which is the organi­
sation  of Arakanese people, the K aren  C entral Organization, 
the Shan Association, which consisted of Shan Y ouths and 
some Sambwas. W e  have m any I. N. A. m em bers and 
Chinese guerillas who are  Temnants of th e  Chinese troops 
left in 1942 who were looked after by th e  local Chinese.

The A. F. L. is constitu ted  on dem ocratic basis. You 
can join individually or in groups. Yon might call it demo­



cra tic  centralism . Policies are disoussed thorou ;hly before 
deciding by m ajority. W hatever is derided is followed by 
all groups and individuals in the organisation. A t the top  18 
the Supreme Council w hich is th e  directing body of the whole 
organization. Again we have a sort of N ational Council 
which is a w ider bod} where policies are decided. Suprem e 
C ouncil is the executive body which functions w hen th a t 
N ational Council does n o t m eet.

Q. W ho is the Chairm an of th a t Council?
A. Under th e  Japanese we cannot have a proper C hair­

m an because we have to m eet secretly. W e are now going 
to  pu t th e  organisation on a m ore proper basis, 'th e  
Members o f . the Suprem e Council meet on eqnal te rm s. 
T here aro nine members on it bu t we intend to  extend th a t 
num ber to fifteen. T he meeting in those days were very 
difficult to  lie held—we often  m et in the dark—w ithin closed 
doors. The N ational Council m eets very  rare ly . Sometimes 
cont.i :t between m em bers was obtained by circulation of 
papers. W e could not hold a general meeting in  an official 
way. Som etim es we called representatives to meet m em bers 
of the Supreme Council. W e have d istric t organizations 
as well as sort of un its , divided into tow nships, villages 
and so forth. The Chairm an of D istrict O rganizations are 
nom inated by the Supreme Council. U nder those conditions 
we have to  choose the best fitted m an ๐11 spot. Although 
the organization was based on the dem ocratic cen tralisation , 
we stress more on cen tralisa tion  than on dem ocratic basi9 
as th a t was inevitable u n d er the Japanese.

W e are issuing another statem ent which will amplify 
the present one.

Q. W hat do yon estim ate  tho m em bership of th e  o r­
ganization will be?

A. They are all com ponent bodies snch as th e  B. N. A. 
10,000 strong Youth League w ith 50,000 m embers, e tc . I 
th ink the  estim ate m ay bo about 200,000.
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Q. Do th e y  subscribe to the C entral Fund?
A. Yes. W e have been carrying on with the funds oI 

Bnrm a Army, som etim es of th e  Y outh League and some­
tim es of the B urm ese G overnm ent. D onations from the 
public are also received.

T his m ovem ent first started  lonf; before the Japanese 
came. W e w ere ou t to co-operate w ith the B ritish but the  
B ritish  G overnm ent refused. Many people were kept in 
jails because they Were m any political growths to s ta rt 
carrying on anti-Japanese activ ities ill th e ir own way bu t 
there was no co-ordinated move'rnciil till 1944  when Inde­
pendence was declared and people came to  realise the shallow ­
ness of the independence. Before th a t  one section was 
anti-Japanese and ano ther section believed in the possible 
achievem ent of independence w ith  the  alliance w ith Japan. 
Those tw o m ajor sections combined forces w hen they  
realised th a t Japan  did no t intend to (jive the Burm ese real 
independence.

0 . W hat is the relation of the B urm a N ational and 
the A. F- L.

A. T he Burm a N ational 13 a component p a r t—it is 
the m ilitary organization.

Several m anifestoes were issued by A. F. L . underground 
w ith th e  am ount of paper available ill th e ir hands. Though 
there wore very creak difficulties w e w ere fortunate  th a t we 
have some resources.

W e cannot yet give the  rmmes of th e  m em bers of the 
Supreme Council.

Q . W h a t is your political programme? You w ant the  
election of a C onstituent Assembly and the constitu tion  to  
be fram ed b y  th a t Assembly. W hat S o r t  oi th e  co n s titu ­
tion w ill em erge—one on B ritish  P arliam en tary  model or 
Soviet model?.



A. W e can n o t y e t say. W e w ant th is  constitu tion  
m ore or less on a dem ocratic basis th a t would be suitable, 
to  th e  People of the country. W e cannot yet say w hat will 
be the  main fea tures. (D raft sketch passed o n ) E ven the 
B lue P rin t has the agrarian  indebtedness problem  and we 
are grateful to Som erset de C hair for including it.

Aruery’s sta tem ent p u t a  very unpleasant set-back to 
the A. F. L ’s. activities. I f  yon look a t the program m e you 
will find there  is a great deal of difference betw een domi­
nion status and national Independence.

Q. Are not the  dom inion countries like C anada, South 
A frica and A ustralia com jjletely independent in the ir actions?.

A. They canno t have th e ir ow n w ar policy o r 
foreign policy. W e w ant an independent w ar and foreign 
policy and  a t the  sam e tim e the head of th e  B urm ese s ta te  
should be according to  the  wish of th e  B urm ese people.

o .  M any people say th a t it is im portan t for Burm a 
situa ted  between India with 360 m illions and China w ith 400 
m illions —to have Birong allies?.

A. Burm a w ants to  cu ltivate  friendly rela tions w ith China 
and Ind ia . W e are convinced th a t there is nothing to  iear 
from  liem ocratio India and  free China. W e look up for 
the m aintenance of law and order by th e  New In te rn a tio n a l 
O rganization outlined in th e  D um barton O ats ta lks for the 
N ew  League of N ations to  p a t a  stop to  any m ore 
aggression”

Q. Is th e  leadership of these  political parties largely 
a you th  m ovement?.

A Not exactly but the youths are a so rt of spearhead 
of th e  m ovem ent. Som • of the leaders belonged to  older 
section. F o r instance บ Ba Cho is a very  senior politician. 
T he Army is young on the whole.
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Q. H ave you bean able to  estab lish  con tact w ith  sim ilar 
bodie9 in o ther oountries.

A. W e have our friends in India, CHina, E ngland 
and o ther countries. F o r instance we are  friends of the 
K om ington P arty  as well as C om m unist P arty  of C hina. 
W e also have friends in Am erica. W e had secret contacts. 
There are our rep resen ta tives who established contact even 
w ith  the Philippines when our rep resen tatives w en t to 
Japan.

0  I imagine they will make th e  sam e sort of offer to  
Burm a as the  Cri-pp ร offer to Ind ia , th a t is, the  dom inion 
s ta tu s  w ith the  righ t to secede from the B ritish Em pire. 
B rita in  would however like Burm a, if possible, to  rem ain, 
w ithin the B ritish  Em pire w hich would be an economic 
benefit to  both  parties. C ripp’s offer is to  all in ten ts and 
purposes an offer of independence.

A. B ut C ripp's offer was rejected in India.
Q. T hat I th ink wa3 due to the fac t th a t a t  the  time 

they thoui h t th e  B ritish  were going to lose the war.
A. Very little  relief work w as done in Ind ia by the 

Governm ent. F o r instance “ Grow M ore F ood" cam paign 
was launched by the people.

Q. I  don’t know m ucn about Ind ian  politics as I  spent 
m ost of my life in China, Malay and F ar E ast, 3 years I 
have heen in the  Pacific covering th e  w ar bu t I th ink 
B urm a is a much easier problem than  Ind ia— no m inority 
problem s as in Ind ia .

A. T here is no offer to  Burm a as Cripp’s offer to India. 
F or instance th e y  mentioned about C onstituent Assembly 
for Ind ia  but there  is no m ention of i t  for B urm a. พ อ  
asked w hether Burm a and Ind ia w ere included in th e  
A tlan tic C h a rte r  and th e  B ritish  G overnm ent said no. 
Both H ouse of the Burm ese L eg isla tu re  alm ost entreated  to
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include B urm a in it. B ritisli P rim e M inister’s sho rt reply 
was ทก and  th a t s ta rted  m ost cf the trouble.

Q. W hat do you  consider sufficient period for reconstruc­
tion for general elections to  be held?.

A. G eneral elections can be held even now. There 
should be no fixed period for reconstruction w hich can be 
done a t any  tim e. W e w an t to satisfy  our political asp ira ­
tions first and then  we will carr oil the reconstruction. 
T hat is the opinion of the whole of Burm a I  should say. 
The reconstruction  is m ore of our national work ra th e r 
than  the task of the B ritish . We w an t to  raise Burm a 
from  the ashes by our efforts. Wo w ill na turally  not deny 
outside help. At the Game tim e we w an t to  satisfy ourselves 
th a t it  is w ith onr own hands th a t  w e have re-m ade 
Burm a. You can im agine th ey  have sen t some men for 
reconstruction work who are to ta lly  ignorant of the cond i­
tions iu Burm a. Burm a should  he adm in istered  by people 
who understand  B urm a. W e w ant to em phasise the  fact 
th a t B urm a has chunked a g reat deal. B urm ese people 
have satisfied m uch during the th ree  years of th e  J  ipanese 
ru le bu t they are pu t for national re-construction . To all 
appeaTancep now it look as if they  w on’t be taken into confi­
dence in the re-constraction  work. We w an 't to  reconstruct 
.1 Burl lese B urm a and not a Britisli Burma-

B urm a has become poorer and we will like to  grow 
rich. Japan  has betrayed oui tru s t  ai d did not redeem its 
pledge. She exploited us to  the fullest extent. T he experi­
m en t w ith Jap an  has tau g h t us a great m any th ings and we 
could not allow th ing to happen again. In  sh o rt we w ant 
th e  real things.

พ 0 w ant to  assure th e  B ritish  public when พอ demand 
independence we do not m ean th a t we are going to be enem ies 
of th e  B ritish . W e w ant to  remain on friendly term s w ith 
B rita in . There is nothing to  fear by our independence. In 
fact, we want th e  B ritish  capital.

Q. W h y  does not dominion status appeal to  you?.
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A. I t  associates w ith 80 m any unpleasant things. T he 

very idea is foreign to us. W e don’t w ant o th e r people to 
determ ine our testing . W e think th a t freedom is our b ir th ­
righ t. W e will huve. it in any form we lik e—a republic o r 
a m onarchy or anything. W e m:sy ' eek entry into th e  
B ritish  C om m onw ealth even. But the th ing is we w ant to 
decide it  ourselves. Self-determ ination should be left to  
Burm a. Wo wish to  feel th a t  we can exercise our sovereign 
rights even if it m eans going back to  the B ritish Em pire.

Q. W h a t is your a tti tu d e  tow ards business?
W’e will have to  reconstruct our country  and will need  

a lo t of capital for reconstruction of our national econom y. 
W e  will try  to  do th a t ourselves. We are not idealists. W e  
will geek foreign capital. These will be in accordance with 
the agreem ents concluded from  tim e to  tim e.

T he trouble between C.A.8. and B.N .A . officers m ust 
have occurred in few instances b u t w e don’t th ink they are 
m any. In  tow ns captnred 1>Y th e  B.N .A. the old officers 
there  were reappoin ted  and they ca rry  on the adm inistration . 
W henever an arrnv occupies a country natu ra lly  there is 
bound to  be d isorder and chaos. You yourself if m ight have 
been to so m any places in Burm a and you m ust have found 
th a t there  is n o t much d iso rd er ail over the country  because

1 t he people see to it th a t there  is 110 d isturbance.
Currency Owing to Army A dm inistration  Notification, 

regarding Japanese currency, now all the shops are  closed. 
99. 5% of th e  people have no B ritish  notes. N otes left by  
th e  British have been snatched away by the Japanese o r 
hoarded by rich people. In  those days person found w ith 
B ritish  notes say to  the ex ten t of 500 rupees were sum m ari­
ly arrested  and they disappeared. B ritish  currency have 
no t yet penetrated into our pockets. I  estim ate th a t there  
are about 2000 m illion w orth  of Japanese notes in Burm a.

A, My personal view is th a t  Japanese notes should  be 
w ithdraw n — a t  depreciated  value if desired  — and  tre a t the
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sum as a national loan demand it in kind from Japan when 
she is defeated. The national income of Burma is only 
about 300 millions a year before the War ;md daring war 
with so many productive equipment smashed up Burma 
coaid not stand more than 100 million. W ithin three years 
Japan has issued 2000 mdlions. The currency question is 
the most disturbing factoT at present coming immediately 
after the British re-occupation- There may be some trouble.
Already there is some looting in Bahan and China town.
They have instead of curtailing the purchasing power of the 
people destroyin’; it totally. The moment the people came 
to  know of this they rushed to the market to dispose of their notes.

The Communist Party of Burma was suppressed before 
the war. The Communists all over the world are co-opera­ting with the Allies.

Q. Is Communism in Burma pure Marxist communism?
A. 1 should say it is a Burmanised communism  which 

suits condition of the Burmese people. W e have adapted it.
Fabian is also a moderate form of communism. T hat 

Party  exists before the war. I t  had one seat in the House 
of Representatives. People’s Revolutionary Party I S  
separate from the Communist Party. It thinks th a t Marxism 
is not suitable for Burma and at the same time it is a very 
strong nationalist group.

The Thakin Party was active before the war but just 
before Japanese occupation it was declared illegal. Thakin 
Party has suffered so many storms. At present the old 
Thakins have joined one or other of these gronps. 
Thakinism as politics was no more practicable during the 
war. The old Revolutionary Party which fought the British 
consisted of many Thakins.

The Youth League is a non-political organization — 
started  in Juno 1942 totally independent of the Government

h



—just about the time Dr. Ba Maw assumed leadership- I t  
existed without any backing. I t  is the spontaneous growth 
of the enthusiasm of the youth,

(บ Ba Gyan) When I became Minister I was also 
President of the Youth League.

Sanghas Association.— Thero is political movement 
among the phongyis.

Q. Strictly speaking Phongyis should not be interested 
in politics?

A. Like the Catholics during the Irish Revolutionary 
days. I t  is a very strong movement. Some yonng phongyis 
discarded their robes and joined the army.

Women’s League.— started in 1939. They did social 
work. They took great part in political campaigns hacking 
generally the antigoverninent parties.' When Japanese carno 
almost all the political organizations were driven underground.

The object of the Burma Independence League was 
to collect the scattered political forces together so that the 
Supreme Council could meet.

GeDeral Aung San is a Member of the Supreme Council. 
He represents the army (Non-poliiical organization). He 
was leader of University Students and all Burma Btudenta 
Union. He joined the Thakin Party and became Secretary- 
General of that party. He left Burma for Japan for Mili­
tary training and organized the B. I. A.

Q. The average age of the Supreme Counoil.?
A. The youngest 30 and the oldest 5 5 .
Q. The people took the British soldiers to be Americans. 

W hy IS it?.
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Press—May be because the planes bear American 
marks and the Japanese here must have been expecting 
Americans. The chief enemy of Japan is America. The 
British of course also have a bitter feeling against the Japanese.

This will he Non Party — rather all parties, all sections 
which will accept the programme of Anti-Fascism and l ’eoples’ 
Freedom. I t will be as representative and democratic as 
possible. All political parties—sections—communities will be in it.

There ^hall be adequate representatives for racial and
functional groups.

There will be Chairman and Secretary. The conduct 
of the business wil be in accordance with all democratic 
practices. Therefore regular meeting, of decisions,-decision 
by majority after, though discussion, division of labour, and 
responsibility, inspection and review of the work done.

This district Committee will co-operate with District 
c .  A, o . in all m atters of public affairs—suppression of 
crimes, organization of home-gnards, setting up administra­
tive machinery, cultivation-—drive, anti-epidemic campaign, 
medioal relief, distribution of relief material propaganda, etc.

District Commitee should not for the present exceed fifteen, representing all townships.

. A p p e n d i x  4,
Programme of “ National reconstruction 

through National service. '
I , Organisation of Peoples’ League.

A. D i s t r i c t  C o m m i t t e e .
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B . T o w n s h i p  Co m m i t t e e .

The formation is more or less on thg lines of the 
District Committee. The members should not exceed nine.

c. V i l l a g e  C o m m i t t e e .
The members not to  exceed 5.
It will co-operate, assist and advise the village headman.

2. Organization of Home (juard.
They will be under the c. A. 0. (Police).
The actual command and organization will be in the 

hand of Volunteer.
Home Guards shall be formed in every town and village. 

There 13 no need for District or Township.
The taGJ; of Horne Guards will be organisation of mili­

tary  intelligence, and suppression of crim es.
T h e y  will  be m o r e  o r  less like m i l i ta ry  po l ice  d e ta c h ­

m e n ts .
Arms will be provided according to  the size and im­

portance of village.
Arms will be issued, not individually but collectively to 

each village. The village commander is to be held responsible 
for the arms.

Proper 4Registration, identification, inspection, etc. will
00 done.

They will be empowered to collect illegal arm s—a list 
to be subm itted to the higher authorities.

A Scheme for distribution of arms collected will he 
laid down.
3. Organization of the Peasants’ Union.

Thifl will not be anti-landlord organisation. Its aim is 
to  increase agricultural production and to safeguard the 
interests of the agriculturists and promote national unity. 

The programme will be:—
( i)  Cultivation drive—especially Co-operative far­

ming (Paddy).
F. 4.
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(ii) Cultivation of Deficient crops—groundnut, etc. 

(lii) Advising the cultivators in fixing the prices of 
agricultural products.

(โv )  Collection of military supplies of agi'icultnral 
products.

(v )  Promotion of cattle, poultry breeding.
(v i) Diseminaticn of Agricultural Education with tli0help 01 agricultural officers.
(vii) Seeking assistance from the Government regarding 

Agricultural loans, cattle loans, implements, seeds, 
housing materials.

(viii) Distribution of agricultural implements and other 
relief m aterials through this 01 sanitation.

There will be District Committees, Towuship Com­
m ittees, Village Committees as in People s Organization.
4. Organization of Labour.

Labour will be organised not according to the area, hut accordng to the work.
The programme:—

(i) To reoruit labour for national reconstruction pro­
grammes and military necessities-

(ii) To educate the labourers the supreme necessity and 
paramount importance of labour in National re ­
construction, reading-clubs., etc.

(iii) To promote the interests of labour, regarding 
wages, hours, etc.

There will he a Trades Council—District Organization 
which will be representative of ail Labour Organization to 
co-ordinate the activities.
5. Organization of Teachers and Students.

Teachers and students will be mobilised. They will be 
financed by the public. Recognition will bo sought for 
from the Government when the work fa in order.

This will have to be carried on as the education of the younger generation cannot be neglected.
This Teachers' Association will be affiliated with the 

Teachers’ Association in Kangoon.



6. Organisation of Co-operative Association.
The Societies will be formed under the C0-0p9rativa 

Societies Art. The old Co-operative Sooietieswill be revived.
It will work for the restoration of trade, barter ex­

change, etc.
7. Organisation of Technicians-

Industrial Co-oparative Societies will be formed for 
the development of industries.

Technicians will ini registered and their services will be 
handed over if C.A.S. need them.
8. Organisation of Health Units, Hospitals.

A. H o s w t a l s , E t c .
(i) If C.A.S. has already set up a hospital, all 

assistance will be given.
(ii) If C.A.S. has set up a hospital, hut no provision 

is marie for patients, funds and food will be 
collected for the patients.

(iii) If C-A.s. has not already set up one, doctors, 
nurses will be collected, hospital set up and 
maintained and will be handed over to C.A.S. 
when asked for.

B. H e a l t h  U n i t s .
W ith the help of technicians propaganda-campaign wil 

be conducted against epidemics cholera, cleanliness, etc.
c .  O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  S p o r t s , F o o t b a l l , E t c .

9. Propaganda Campaign.
A. T h e  n a t u r e  o p  P r o p a g a n d a :—

1. “The anti-Japanese war is not over. W e shall 
wage till the end."

2. "Back to Normal Life immediately.’'
3. “ National Reconstruction through N a t i o n a l  

Service.”
4. “Allies will give นธ relief but that may not be 

enough. W e must help ourselves.”
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5. “ We cannot have happiness now yet though we are 

now liberated from the Japanese. W e shall h a re  
to sacrifice more, work m ore/’

6 . "National Unity — Peoples’ Organization” O u r  
weapon. Karen-Burmans Unite,

B. T he P r o p a g a n d a  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  o f ;—
1. Leaflets, posters, etc, (will arrange with Propa­

ganda Department in Banaoon).
2. Lectures, moss meetings, village to Tillage m eetings, etc.
3. Dramatic performances, etc.

10. Organization of Karens,
They will have their separate organisation but will 

have representation on the Peoples' Organization.

Appt \IIIX ร.
Policy and immediate Programme 

of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League 
(Burma Patriotic Front*)

The Supreme Council of the Anti-Fascist Peoples' 
Freedom League (Burma Patriotic F ront) issues the follow­
ing statement clarifying farther its policy, for the immediate 
purpose 13 I น-’. the long term,

The final objective of the Peoples’ Freedom League, as it 
has been hitherto, is the attainm ent ot tile right of self-deter­
mination for Burma. In concrete expression, Burma desires 
to determine her own constitution by means of a Constituent 
Assembly elected on universal adult suffrage.



The League comes into this W ar, with the Burma 
National Army and guerillas as its spearhead, on tha side of 
the United Nation- because it has from ideological conviction 
as well as from bitter practical experience learnt to  hate 
Fascism as the enemy ot freedom, pence and progress and 
also because it desires to build a free Burma in a free world.

W e shall therefore continue to contribute our maximum 
share in the war against Japanese Fascism until the world 
has been completely purged of its vertige. Om- forces both 
regular and irregular will go on fighting not only in tha 
Burma theatre but also after due preparations necessary 
outside Burma nntil Japanese Fascism is completely extermi­
nated. They shall operate in complete harmony with and 
under the command of the Allied Forces. At the same time 
armed units of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League 
not participating in the military operations will help the

I Allied Military Administration in the restoration and main­
tenance of perfect law and order ill Burma.

The Anti-F.'isoist Peoples’ Freedom League is also pre- 
7̂ pared to and will certainly offer its hearty co-operation to 

the Allied authorities in the rehabilitation and reconstruction 
of the country; especially it will immediately start an 
intensive drive for food production so that Burma can be 
in a position not only to feed herself bat also India and the 
rest of the world suffering acutely from food shortage.

The League, however, feels that pending the framing of 
an National Constitution by a Constituent Assembly, the 
taBk of National Reconstruction as well as th a t of nation­wide mobilization for anti-Japanese war effort can and will be 
best achieved and in the speediest lime possible only by a 
National Government sufficiently representative of the de­
mocratic sections of public opinion in the country.

This briefly, is the policy of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ 
Freedom League, and in executiug it was looked to the Allied 
Forces to mive us every possible assistance so that we may 
all the speedier and all the fuller co-operate in bringing 
altout peace and prosperity in the E ast.

TH A N  T U N . 2 5 - 5 - 4 5 ,  
G e n e r a l  Se c b e t a b y ,

& x Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League.
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A p p e n d i x  6.
Provisional Roles 

For 
Supreme Council of 

Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League.
S e c t i o n  I.

CONSTITUTION.
1, Tho present Supreme Council shall bo constituted 

as follows:—
(a )  3 representatives each from the political parties;
(๖) 10 Nationally established political leaders;
(c ) ริ representatives each from mass organizations 

(suoh [IS Youth League, Labour unions),
(d ) 3 representatives each from racial communities, 

(such aa Arakan Congress, Karen Organization).
2. The question of representation from new parties or 

organizations shall ba considered by the re-constituted 
Supreme Council.

Section II.
OBJECT8.

(1) To fight Fascism until the last vestige of 
Fascism is eradicated from the world.

(2 ) To attain the right of self-determination for the 
people of Burma, in accordance with the Atlantic 
Charter, Teheran declaration eto

(3 ) To reconstruct Burma by democratic means and 
methods.



(4 ) To create a B urm a based on voluntary  
un ion, recognising the righ t o f self-determination 
fo r  all national minorities, including the right 
of secession■

S e c t i o n  III . 
f u n d a m e n t a l  PR IN C IP L E S.

The following are repugnant to the fundamental 
ri ท ciples of the League:—

(1 ) Individual dictatorship.
( 2 )  C o n u n u n a l i sm  or ra c ia l i sm .
(3) Militarism.
(4 ) Bureaucracy.
(5 ) Absolute monarchy.

The following are tha basic principles of the League:—
(1 ) Collective Leadership rather than individual.
(2) Democratic control of Leadership.
(3 ) Nationalism, based on cordial relationship with * other nations.
(4 ) Parliamentary contiol of Armed Forces.
(5 )  Democratic rights to  the people, democratic 

means and procedure.
S e c t i o n  IV.

CONTROL OF ORGANIZATIONS.
(1 )  The member parties represented in tha Supreme Council shall abide by its decisions,
( 2 )  In  a m atter of dispute between parties or
' * organizations the Supreme Council shall arbitrate.
(3 ) In a m atter where there is a clash between the 

national interests and those of a party or an 
organization, tlie national interests shall prevail.

(4 ) Politioal activities as decided by the Supreme 
" Council, shall be carried out in its name.

(5 ) Members of the Supreme Counoil shall not make 
any personal attacks on one another.



'(6) Pending the decision of the Supreme Council,
a party or an organization can advocate for the 
acceptance of its point of view or programme, 
but once a decision is made, it becomes that of 
the Supreme Council and no party or organiza­
tion shall go against it.

S e c t i o n  V.
D ISTRICT ORGANIZATION.

There shall be formed local committees of A. F. 0 . 
in the villages, townships and districts.

These Commutees shall be constituted on the model 
of the Supreme Council.

A p p e n d i x  7.
LEADERS CONFERENCE.

A Conference of Burma Poiitical Leaders was held on 
I6 th  to 18th Angust 1945 at the premises of A. F. o ., 
8, Churohill Road,

Besides th e  members of the Supreme Council of Anti- 
Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League (Burma Patriotic Front) 
which is the combination of Burma Patriotic Forces (B.N.A,), 
Communist Party of Burma, Peoples Bevolutionary Party, 
Myoohit Party , All Burma Youth League, Arakan National 
Congress, Karen Central Organization, many prominent 
national leaders like บ Ba Pe, บ Thein Mg were present: — 

Representatives of Thakiu Party, Sinyetha Party, 
Burmese Muslim League, Chinese Association and prominent pressmen were also present.

General Aung San presided and Than Tun acted as Secretary of the conference.



The following we: e t tie matters, discussed —
1. In te ri ia t ion :i l  s i tu a t io n .
2. Burma Army.3. Politici! Future of Burma.
4. Naiiional Units.

On the baaifi of agreement arrived at this Conference 
the Supreme Council of A. F. o . was re-organised to include 
the remaining patriotic elements of the Country.
N O T E :—  These resolutions and statement* wero endorse! to

the Muss Meetin held on 19th August
W O R LD  PEACE AND F R E E  BURMA 

(16—8—45.)
The followin'.: statement is issued bv the Anti-Fascist 

Peoples’ Freedom League in connection with the termination 
of the World War

The W orld War is now over. This war is the Peoples’ 
W ar, the wai fought -by the peoples of several countries for 
their liberation from the Fascist bondage. Freedom-loving 
peoples have achieved victory in this war of liberation led by 
Soviet Union, United States of Ameuca. Britain and China.

The victorious peoples are now in fl position to exercise 
their inalienable right of self-determinati Q. To liake the 
Peoples’ Victory a real one they are setting up national 
governments, national armies and economic systems after 
their own heart.

The Anti-Fascist PeopI Freedom League cornea into 
the war on the side of the United Nations, with the firm 
conviction that there could be no world peace as long as 
brutish Fascism dominated the world.

The people of Burma arc ever, oyed at the. victory of tho 
United Nations, for they firmly believe that the victory 
brings with it the long-awaited opportunity for the peoples 
of the world to shape their own destinies.

The people of Burma owe a debt of gratitude to t be 
peoples and armies of Soviet Union, บ. ร! A., Britain and



58

Chin.1 , who led this war of liberation to a successful 
conclusion.

This League firmly believes that the United Nations 
would remain as united in peace as in the war to carry on 
the task of preventin'; recurrance of war, nay removing the 
causes of war.

This World War began in 1931 with the Japanese im­
perialist aggression on China, and the untold sacrifices of the 
people of China all these years would have been in vain if 
their untiring efforts did not consummate in the establish­
ment of a united, independent, Democratic China. This 
League firmly believes thut the United Nations would give 
full assistance to China to reach her cherished goal.

About the middle of this world war, the militarists of 
Spain rebelled against the le^iilly constituted Republican 
Government and, with the aid of the German and Italian 
Fascists, brought Spain trader the Fascist iron iieel. The 
main Fascist Powers have fallen but Fascism is not dead yet 
in Spain. This League firmly believes that the people of 
Spain, who has all along organised resistance movement 
against Fascist oppressors, would soon be liberated from 
their yoke and a Peoples' Government restored.

India is not free yet, and this League firmly believes 
that India will enjoy full independence in the near future. 
The statem ent of political row er by the people of India 
depends on their nnity and it is fervently hoped that they 
would make efforts to achieve) unity with a view to  winning 
their national freedom and to reconstructing their own 
country.

The people of Burma have made their utm ost sacrifices, 
of their homes and hearths, limbs and lives, for their freedom. 
Free Democratic world must, therefore, recognise their right 
of freedom, in accordance with the repeated declaration of 
the United Nations.

Burma is a badiy war-torn country and it is the firm 
belief of her people that all the countries, which participated 
in the war of liberation, would assist them to reconstruct



59
their m otherland, to set up a People’s Government and to 
take a worthy place in the comity of the free nations.

The people of Burma, having fonght with fixed determi­
nation and approved courage for their freedom, desire that 
Burma, as a free country, be invited to take part in the World 
Peace Conference.

In  exercise of their right of Self-determination, the 
people 01 Burma desire to convene a Constituent Assembly 
to determine their 0W 11 constitution.

Pending the framing of the National Constitution by a 
Constituent Assembly a provisional government be formed, 
representing all the politioal parties that took part in the 
Anti-Fascist movement as well as those th a t are working 
whole-heartedly for the rehabilitation of Burma.

In order that the people of Burma may be able to ex- 
 ̂ ercise their right of self-determination in the speediest time 

and manner iwssible they desire —
(a )  that, since the military operations have ceased, 

the m ilrary  administration be terminated.
(b) tha t, the remaining Japanese forces ii Burma be 

forthwith disarmed and then sent away without 
any delay.

The League looks to the Allied Military Authorities to 
give every possible assistance in this connection.

In conclusion the League declares that the people o 
Burma (ire fully united to make an all-out effort for the 
emergence of a free Burma in a free world, as united as 
they have been in their fi^ht against the Fascist Japanese.

T H E  BURMA ARMY.
The Supreme Council oi the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ 

Freedom League 1 having discussed the various issues re­
lating to the Bnrma Army at a meeting held on the 12th 
August 1945, is of tha considered opinion.

1. That since the old Burma Army established by the 
British Authorities now exists more or less in name only, 
it is highly illogical and not at all in accordance with justice.



equity and sound policy for the British Authorities now to 
form again a Burma Army based on arrangements involving 
the disbandment of ttiK existing Burmese Patriotic Forces 
which have been sucee-sfully operating against the enemy 
in co-op.;ratioa with the Allied Forces in Burma, and 
therefore, all stops now being taken for the formation of the 
Burma Army on the above basis be put an end to at the 
earliest, moment, and a Burma Army with Burmese Patriotic 
Forces and the indigenous guerilla units, which already exist 
not only in name but in concrete form and substance as its 
nucleus be formed by the British Authorities.

2. Personnel belonging to the inligenous races of Burma who are now serving under the British, be incor- 
pora'ted into the Burma Army to be formed as resolved 
above.

3. In forming tha Burma Army Burmese Battalions 
and Battalions of the various indigenous races (i.e. Class 
battalions) Vie formed, and Burmese and other indigenous 
Commanders, Officers and N.C.Os1 be appointed to units 
and formatipns. ,

4. In forming the Burma Army, such matters as those 
relating to liiodicai examination, ranks, military education, 
pay and privileges of personnel, granting of leave to those 
who have been in operations, and appointm ent to and 
allotment in the Burma Army of officers and N.C.Os from 
the Burmese Patriotfb Forces and the old Burma Armyi be 
dealt with by a Board to be set up, consisting of the 
representative of the Burmese Patriotic Forces and those 
responsible for the formation of the Burma Army.

ร. Ponding a definite settlement of the above points, 
disbandment of the Burma Patriotic Forces and the guerilla 
units be suspended; in the meantime, representatives of the 
Burmese Patriotic Forces be given opportunity to meet 
and discuss with the British Authorities concerned in order 
to come to  an agreement.

6. That this meeting place on record profound gratitude 
for the Burmese Patriotic Forces and the guerilla units who 
have wholeheartedly co-operated with the Allied Forces in 
liberating the whole country and appreciate their fervent
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ardour to completely annihilate tlie Fascist Japanese. But 
this meeting do L-ply ri-preti tli.it the Burmese Patriotic 
Forces :ind the guerilla units ha\'9 not received adequate 
assistance and due publicity (in their operations) from the 
Allied Forces.

Thi i Conference of leaders freely endorse the views ot 
the Supreme Council of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom 
League,

TOWARDS T H E  CO N STITU EN T ASSEMBLY.
For many years the people of Burma have struggled to 

attain tiieir right of seif determination. Since the outbreak 
of war in 1939, between Britain and Germany, the struggle 
lor Burma’ธ freedom has become more intensified and 
extensive in that it has developed into an armed mass 
movement. The people of Burma in co-operation with the 
United Nations, have driven frcm Burma Fascists, pro­
tagonists of the il.irkest frrces of reaction in the world.

Therefore, the free democratic world will have to recognise the right to freedom of the people of Burma, 
according to the world leaders’ declaration such as the 
Atlantic Charter, Teheren Agreement and i ’aita Agreement.

The people of Burma พ:11 exercise theii ru h t of self- 
determination and determine their constitution through & 
Constituent Assembly.

Since it is clear in the course of history th a t a 
Provisional Government should foilow .เท armed insurrec­
tion before the convention of a Constituent Assembly, the Anti-Fascist fighters and all those who want to take their 
share in the rehabilitation of their owti country should, 
immediately form a Provisional Government.

For this reason, all the political leaders should come to  
ail agreement in policy with a view to forming a  Provisional 
Government.

The Provisional Government should he a National 
Government sufficiently representative of the democratic 
section of the public opinion iri the country.



Moreover th0 Provisional Government should have 
fall powers in m atters relating to foreign relations, finance, 
economy, defence, internal security etc. of the country.

Having the Constituent Assembly, in vic:\T the provi­
sional government should:—

(a )  make provisions for setting up an electoral 
machinery,

(b) draw up a Constitution for the future govern­
ment of a free Burma;

'  (c )  ilraft such agreements as will be necessary for 
conclusion between Burma and Britain,

(d ) make arrangements for sending Burma’s re­
presentatives to foreign countries, if necessary, 
and

(e ) make preparations for sending Burma’s represent­
atives to the Peace Conference.

I t is incumbent on the provisional government to take 
effective measures for relief, reconstruction and other tasks 
of immediate nature and importance.

This conference of political leaders iirmly believes that, 
in order that the provisional government may be able to 
accomplish their tasks the people will co-operate whole 
heATtedly with the government, reminding them constantly 
oi their grave responsibilities.

T his conference authorises the Extended Supreme 
Council of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League to 
take necessary steps for achievement of the desired ends.

NATIONAL UNITY.
This Conference urges all tha people of Burma, ir 

respective of race, oreed and religion, to work unitedly in 
the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League for national 
freedom and reconstruction, in accordance with the funda­
mental decisions arrived at this Conference,



Ap p e n d ix  ร.

LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR.
Your Excellency,

From what transpired at the interview of some members 
of the Burma Delegation a t Kandy with Yonr Excellency, 
it appears (1) that resolution No. 3 of the Leaders 
Conference, which was in session from 16th to 18th August 
and endorsed by a mass meeting held at Rangoon On tha 
19th August, 1945 requires further elucidation and (2 ) that 
some caveats should be entered now in order that the said 
resolution might have full effect. The said resolution ifi se t 
out in Annexure A to this document.

The resolution was put up at the  said meeting by the 
Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Frecidom League after most careful 
discussion and deliberation and it พแร passed at the Sftid 
meeting with great enthusiasm. As the League and the 
meeting were of the opinion (1) that the immediate transfer 
of power and responsibility should not be less real and ex­
tensive and (2) tha t composition of the Executive Council 
should not bo less liberal that what has been proposed in 
‘‘Lord Wavell’s plan for India" in view of (a )  the contri­
bution which Burma has made on the side of the United 
Nations towards the  final defeat of ,the Fascist enemies, 
fb) the solemn pledge by His Majesty's Government that the 
Separation of Burma from India would not prejudice the 
political future of Burma and (c) the intense political cons­
ciousness of the Burmese people as a whole.

The extent to which power would be transferred under 
Lord Wavell’s plan has been summarized by Reuter as follows:—

“ if the offer which His M ajesty's Government now 
make is accepted all portfolios except that of the W ar 
Member he'll by the  Commandcr-in-Chief will be transferred 
to India hands. The portfolio transferred would include 
not only the important Home and Finance Departments but
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also th a t of External Affairs hitherto reserved to the 
Viceroy in person. This would naturally be accompanied 
by the appointment of fully accredited representative abroad 
and so constitute definite enhancement of India’s inter­
national status,”

It will be seen a t once that the  offer i9 much moro 
liberal than what Your Excellency has SO far proposed ill 
as much as the portfolio of External Affairs hit herto reserved 
to tha Viceroy-in-person would also be transferred to Indian 
hands; and there lines not appear to  be any reason 
why Burma whould be treated less liberally than India in 
this or any otiher respect. Burma like India should have 
the right to appoint fully accredited Burmese representatives 
ubroad. She should, inter alia have a Burmese High 
Commissioner in Lootioi! and a Burmese Agent in India. The Executive Councillor in charge of External Affairs 
should also have a Board of External affairs to help him.

At first sight Lord พ avell’s Plan and Your Excellency's 
proposals appear to  be identical in respect of Defence. 
However, it should lie remembered that Lord W avell’s 
Plan was formulated before the war was over and therefore 
while there wore cogent reasons for the Commander-in-Chief 
remaining the War Member of the Viceroy's Council. Now 
the war has been won and there is no risk of another war 
in the near future. So there has been a complete change 
of circumstances and there does not appear to he any valid 
reason for uot transfering. the portfolio of Defence into 
Burmese hands. There should also be a Council of Defence 
with the Burmese majority.

Lord Wavell’s I’lan is much more liberal than what 
Your Excellency has so far proposed in as much as all 
memhers of the Viceroy’s Executive Council would be 
Lillians with the exception of the Viceroy and the Coru- 
mauder-in Chief; and the transfer of power in respect of any 
particular subject can neither be real nor complete in Bmma 
unless it be into Burmese hands. The demand for the 
formation of a National Government really is a demand for 
transfer of all powex into Burmese h.iTids; anil this dcinan 1 
is oDlsr3fair and reasonable ill view of the offer to Indianiae

mk.



the Viceroy’s Executive Council and also in view of His 
Majesty’s Government's pledge that liuuBft should not Buffer 
on account of her separation from India. There should not 
be any invidious distinct.on between Burmi anti India in 
this respect. However, it for some insurmountable ob­
jection there must 1 ะ.ขน!ร official element on the Governor’s 
Executive Council Biith elernent นบ!d be reduced to the 
barest minimum 'I here Sriould be no official member 
พithout a portfolio and no official member who is a mere 
advisor. In  fact if tbero m iut be more portfolios than one 
which cannot be transferred into non-oflicial Burmese 
hands, yet, inspite of the above representations, they 
should be combined with a view to reducing t h e  
number of official Executive Councillors to tha barest 
minimum. Besides if there must necessarily be more than 
one official Executive Councillor at least one of them should 
be a Burman official.

As regards the composition of the Viceroy's Executive 
Council according to newspaper reports of Lord W a veil's 
Plan all members there except the W ar Member Would be 
nominated on the joint recommendations of the Indian 
National Congress and the Muslim League. The joint 
recommendations were required obviously for the reason that 
there have been two rival All Indian Political Organisations 
in that conntry. Burma however is much more fortunate 
than India in this respect. She has only one national or­
ganization. I t is the Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom League 
which embraces all the major political parties and indigenous 
racial groups of Burma and which therefore is fully re­
presentative of the  conntry. Your Excellency stated in tha 
course of the speech on the cruiser H. M .ร. Cumberland 
' ‘In  the meantime, during the care-talcer period, I  have said 
th a t I  will try  to make the Executive Council and the Legis­
lative Council as representatives as I  can after consultation 
with representatives of the principal political groups i . 
Luckily for Burma and Your Excellency all the principal 
political groups are now united in the An 1-Fasoipt Peoples, 
Freedom League and there is 110 necessity for Your Excellency 
to consult them separately. Your Excellency can safely
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follow Lord Wavell’s Plan as a precedent and appoint 
members of. the Executive Council on the recommendation 
of the  Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom League and it is urged 
that Tour Excellency should do so in order that members 
of the Executive Council might be- both represen LUive and 
able to shoulder collective responsibility under circum­
stances which more than ever require good team-work.

Again with reference to Lord WaveU'fl Plan, Mr. Amery 
the Secretary of s ta te  for India is reported to have indicated 
‘‘th a t ii the occasion over arose the power of veto would be 
invoked essentially ill tVie interest of India and not 
B ritain.’’ It is highly desirable that there should be an 
agreement and at! authoritative declaration that the Governor 
of Burma would not ordinarily exercise his power of veto 
and that if he does ext-rriee it still it would essentially and 
exclusively be in the interest of Burma.

To turn now to she on veals which m utt be entered at 
this stage i.e. before the formation and functioning of the 
new Executive Council. No Government, however national 
and however representative it may be, will be able to 
function successfully or even satisfactorily if its hands are 
tied or if it be ernbarassed by auy measure, arrangement or 
under-taking in spheres financial, economic, legislative, 
judicial etc, made or adopted before it comes into eListancv" It is therefore urged that no such measure etc. be made or 
adopted and that where any ^uch measure etc. ham to be 
made or adopted unavoidably or account of its real urgenco 
it should be made expressly subject to review by the new 
Exeoutive Council. At any rato no Ions’ term commitment 
e.g. by immigration or trade agreements!, by ๑11 or mineral 
concessions, or by forest or other leases, Bhoisld be made in 
the meanwhile. This caveat is entered also in respect of 
the fixing of cadres and the making of appointments which might emlwrrisa the new Executive Council.

No Government can function successfully without the 
help rind co-oporatio i of a good legislature. So it is a 
matter of primary importance th a t nominations to the 
Legislature and appointments of the Speaker and the Deputy

i



67
Speaker should be made in consultation with the Anti-Fascist 
Peoples’ Freedom Loague or at least with the new Executive 
Council.

The judiciary also is of ere at importance and it must 
be urged that no neiu appointments nor recommendations 
for such appointment be made to high judicial officers e.g. to 
be Judges of the High Court of Judicature ttti Rangoon 
without consulting the New Executive Council. The stock 
excuse in the past has been that Judges are appointed by 
His Majesty. However it is a m atter of common knowledge 
that in actual practice the initiative is with the local 
authorities and that appoietments are made on their 
recommendations. In making appointments or recom­
mendations for appointment during th6 care taker period it 
should I Its remembered that the number of Burmese Judges 
will have to he considerably increased not only in conformity 
with the political and constitutional advancement of Burma 
ะ?ร a state which is to  have full Dominion Status including 
judicial autonomy in the near future but also for the reason 
that Burmese Judges have a more intimate knowledge of 
the local conditions and of the Burmese customs, usage, 
manners, sentiments, aspirations etc. than others and are 
therefore better qualified to adm inister justice among the 
Burmese people.

W ith due respect to the Advisers, past and present, to 
the Secretary of s ta te  for Burma, and without casting any 
slur on thi»m it must be said that Burma ha? been un­
fortunate in that not a single Burmese has ever been 
appointed to be such an advisor. T hat Burmese Advisor 
would be able to  state the case for Burma and put the 
Burmese point of view mora satisfactorily appears to be 
fairly obvious. I t  is therefore urged that represantations Ita 
made for appointment of Burmese Advisors to the Secretary 
of State for Burma in order that tha ทลพ Executive Council 
might have tho benefit of their assistance.

Tha above representations are made if some of your 
Excellency’s own words may be used, to help Your Excel­
lency who “want no puppet administration—no facade 
behind whioh the Governor cat) continue to keep powers in
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his own hands", “ to set up a new regime with an Exeoutive 
Council which vv ill be able to w ork น  a team ", to count on 
“ the help of the Burmese people” an d , in the words of the
former Secretary of State “to secure the greatest possible 
measure o f  Burmese CO  operation”.

These representations are comparatively moderate in 
view of the fact that countries whioh enjoyed political status 
similar to  that of Burma before the war both in Europe and 
Asia are becoming independent status even.

A p p e n d i x  9-
Resolutions, passed at the Meeting of the i '  
Supreme Council of The Anti-Fascist Peoples’ 
Freedom League, which was held in Session on * 

the 6tb, 7th and 8th October 1945.
Resolution 1.

The Revolutionary Movement organised and led by 
รนท-Yiit-Sen in-China was for the attainm ent of power by 
her people, and the celebration of the victory achieved by 
that Movement must be regarded as the triumph of the 
Eastern peoples. The Chinese National Day is celebrated on 
10th October every year and. hitherto, it was considered to  
be the concern only of the Chinese Nationals. However, 
now th a t Peoples’ W ar of Liberation has been brought to  a 
succcessful conclusion, it can clearly be seen that the Chi­
nese Revolutionary Movement has not only resulted in the 
Chinese people’s triumph but also paves the way for that of other peoples.

The Burmese people, therefore, would observe the Chi­
nese National Day, i. e. 10th October, as the day for the 
celebration of the triumph of the peoples movements.



Resolution 2,
This Council, on behalf of the people of Burma, ex­

presses its appreciation of and sympathy for the movements 
for freedom of the peoples of French Indo-China and Indo­
nesia which have been respectively under the French and 
Dutch subjection, and this Council ur;:es the United Na­
tions to arbitrate in such a manner that the said peoples can 
enjoy the rights of self-government.
Resolution 3.

The League urges that a general amnesty be declared
in respect of.

(1) all political opinions expressed, political atti­
tudes adopted, and political offences committed 
during the war;(2 ) Dr. Ba Maw and members of his Cabinet;

(3 )  all services under, and co-operation with the 
Japanese and the Ba Maw Government and;

(4 ) all activities connected with tbe W ar consistent­
ly with H, E. Governor’s desire:
( a )  “ to bring back happiness to a people who 

have suffered grievously through our in ­
ability to  carry out our responsibility for 
defending them against invasion” 

and
f b )  to maka Burma “a willing co-operative 

partner1’ by holding out ‘‘the hand ol 
friendship and understanding to her."

I t  is only fair and just that snob amnesty should be de- 
clared in »8 muoh as;

(i; the people were left unarmed and unorganized at 
the mercy of the Japanese;(ii)  there was an actual reign of terror in the country 
on account of the Japanese army, the Japanese 
Military Police and their heinous methods and 
cruelty;( iii)  many were na turally lured, confused and mis­
led by the Japanese offer of independence; and—
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(iv) many more wens carried away by enthusiasm 

for, and excitoment over, independence.
Resolution 4.

The League urges that war reparations be claimed from 
Japan with a view to recalling at par all the Japanese our 
rency-notea in Burma, sinco

(1 ) Japan has received full consideration in the
form of service or commodity for all the notes 
issued by her;

(2) there is no reason why she should not be required
to redeem them —why she, the enemy, who merci­
lessly exploited Burma and her resources over 
thi'eo vtiars. should be relieved of her just liability 
for such exploitation a t the expense of the people 
of Burma who have otherwise suffered grievously 
on account of the Japanese invasion; and

(3) in fairness to the people of Burma provision for re-
deupti lU of the S lid notes should, in any case, lie 
made out of such reparations as Japan is required 
to make in cash, in kind, by concessions, by ces­
sion o territory or otherwise.

Resolution 5.
In  view of the fact that Burma is a war-shattered 

country and the conscnuent unsettled conditions and 
straitened circumstances in every walk of life, this Cor.ncil 
urges the authoritios concerned to forbid the entry into 
Burma of all the foreigners except experts and those eonnec' 
ted with the military, befori- necessary measures have been 
taken in re ird to immigration problem by the care-taker 
Government of Burma,
Resolution 6

W a r  C r i m i n a l s .
One of the measures of the United Nations is to take 

strong action against the war criminals, and accordingly such 
an action is being taken against the war criminals of G er­
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many, who are responsible for oppressions and persecutions 
during the war. I t  is necessary to  take action in the same 
maimer against the Japanese war criminals.

The Japanese army and military police did perpetrate 
ruthless oppressions and persecutions in Burm i, and this 
Counoil urges the United Nations to take strong action 
against such Japanese as are responsible for them.

This Council would also request that :i demand be uiade 
from the Japanese Government for damages or compen: itions 
to be given* to the families of those who 'Ost their lives be­
cause 01 the Japanese oppressions and persecutions.
Resolution 7.

In view of the statement of M. Molotov, Foreign
Commissar of Soviet Russia, tha t all countries, which took 
part in the fitfht against Fascist Japanese, should be repre­
sented on the Far Eastern Commission thill will ileal with 
such matters as the occupation of Japanese etc., and secondly, 
because of the fact that India has been gnou the right of 
representation thereon, this Council urges the British Govern­
ment to secure tha same right for Burma from the United 
Nations on the ground that the Patriotic Burmese Forces 
and the people of Burma have reBisted the Japanese agres­
sion at a great sacrifice, a sacrifice involving file loss of lives 
and limbs, homes and hearths—and effort ill no way inferior 
to that of India.
Resolution 8.
A PPO IN TM EN TS BY T H E  GOVERNOR.

This Council regrets to learn th a t, despite its timely 
request made not to take step^ while in IncJia ill regard to 

uch matters as the appointm ent' to important und high 
offices, the Governor of Burma has already dealt with tne 
question of filling the posts of:—

(1) High Court Judges,
(2 )  Chief Justice of High Court (w ith a comparatively 

junior man over the head of a senior man)
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(3 ) Advocate-General (with a comparatively junior m an),
(4 ) Director of Prosecution,
(5) Chairman of the Burma Army Reorganisation Committee,
(6 )  Commerce Advisor,
(7 )  Industry Advisor, and
(8 ) Advisor on affairs relating to Indians in Burma, 

amounting thereby to tying of the hands oi the care-taker 
government; and this Gonncil emphatically ur^es the Governor 
to withold these appointments in the meantime.
Resolution 9.
HAN DING OVER OF MILITARY ADM INISTRATION 

TO CIV IL ADM INISTRATION.
The League learns with l-egret that the administration 

of Burma พ 11 b hinded over only piecemeal by the British 
Military Administration to the civil government, tbs League 
urges that the whole of the administration be handed over 
immediately to the Civil Government and authorises the 
Executive Committee of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom 
League to  take such measures as may be necessary for tha 
implementation of this resolution.

>\



Appendix  10.
Statement of the Scpreme Council of 

Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League 
on His Excellency the Governor’s speech on 

17th October 1945.
Tha Supreme Council oi' the  Anti-Fascist Peoples’ 

Freedom League has closely followed the speech of His 
Excellency the Governor and welcome the spirit of co-opera­
tion and goodwill which has permeated the speech.

W hile the spirit of co-operation and goodwill expressed 
by His Excellency is most welcome, the Supreme Council 
feels compelled to state that certain references in his speech 
to non-existent factors are rather out of tune with the spirit 
of the times. Burma's armed straggle against Japanese 
Fascism has proved conclusively that Burma like other pro­
gressive nations will neither harbour nor favour fascist 
methods.

Again Burma wants peace and tranquility not for fear of 
any display of military or police force, but in her own in­
terests. Burma is a war-torn country and more than any 
oue else, the peoples of Burma want the earliest raturn to 
normal life so that they will be able to devote themselves 
wholeheartedly to the task of national reconstruction under 
a government in which they have full confidence. Conditions 
in Indo-China and Indonesia to-day show that it is not the 
oppressed peoples who are disturbing the peace but thosa 
who use fascist and imperialist methods, and military force 
aggreBsing on the inherent rights of peoples, instead of 
solving the vital issues in a peaceful way. The Supreme 
Council earnestly hopes that the peace-loving peoples of 
Burma would not be victims of ‘‘provocations” and by any 
show of might or by use of military force.
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Hie Excellency the Governor has stated that it has been 

hotly contested from one side th a t‘'พ!' are going too fa s t’and 
“ the face at which we.want to 3 o will land us into a lot of 
troahle’’. The Hupr me Council is not aware of any important 
section of public opinion in Burma whioh h .76 -o contested. 
If any exists, the Supreme Ootmcil would he glad to know. 
The Supreme Council cannot understand why the Europeans' 
and the Indians can L ay claim to the right to hotly contest this 
question which concerns Burma and her peoples alone.

The Supreme Council l-egrets to note that the bogey of 
the past—the questions of Minorities has been raised again. 
The peoples of Burma have jointly and unitedly fought the 
fascist aggressor and we can claim to-day th a t the peoples of 
Burma are more united than ever. The รน]ท-erne Council 
desires to point out that “one of the fundamental objectives 
of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League is ‘*to set up a 
voluntary union of the peoples of Burma, with the right self- 
determination to national minorities” , and that Anti Fascist 
Peoples’ Freedom League is fully determined to ensure and 
safeguard the legitimate aspirations of the ‘national’ minori­
ties.

His "Excellency the Governor appears to have questioned 
the representative character of “any party or CO 'illation ot 
parties” . Obviously, His Excellency is referring to the 
Anti-Fascist Peopled Freedom League which is the combi­
nation of all political p irties in Burma and whic h is to-day 
voicing the opinion of the country. To-day Anti-Fascist 
Peoples’ Freedom League has become the symbol of the 
unity of the Burma peoples and all lovers of Burma should 
encourage this unity to grow: not to belittle it nor to intrigue 
against this unity. The Supreme Council agrees that ‘the 
verdict of the ballot-box is an incalculable verdict’ and if for 
any reason His Excellency, is not in a position to accept the 
representative character of Anti-Fascist Peoples1 Freedom 
League, the Anti- Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League would be 
only too happy if it were possible to go immediately to the 
polls.

The Supreme Council fully endorses the sentiments of 
Hia Excellency or desiring “ free’’ elections. The Supreme



Connell is definitely at,;.inst the use of force or any other 
fascist method a t th<3 polls, Elections should be free from 
‘'supervision'' and intervention by any Army or "free” from 
interferences and restrictive measures from ‘Bureaucracy” 
and police. To ensure free elections, the Supreme Council 
would urge that an International Commission should be 
appointed by the United Nations Organization.

The Supreme council has clearly stated its position 
r e g a r d i n g  the formation of the provioional National 
Government before the entire conntry and the w o r l d  
democratic opinion and it has communicated its views to 
His Excellency the Governor on this point in detail. 
If the views expressed by His Excellency in this speech re­
garding the Executive Council were the final rephj to our 
national demand on the issue of the Provisional National 
Government wa must state that it definitely fails to meet the 
legitimate desire of the country.

His Excellency the Governor ha* montioned that His 
Majesty'8 Government wants to know what Burma means by 
an ‘‘adult’1, The Supreme Council feels that this is a question 
which can he easily ■>lved when major questions are settled. 
If it were to express its views, the Supreme Council feels 
that ‘eighteen’ should be the qualifying Jge fur the purpose 
of “adult franchise". However, the Supreme Council considers 
ihat only those who are ‘domil iles’ shall b i?e the ri'-jht to 
franchise, when Burma’s destiny is going to be determined.

The Supreme Council regrets to note in His Majesty’ 
‘message that hill areas’ are excluded from tha Sphere of 
Bnrruf e idministration. It cannot be disputed that the 
peoples of Burma must be, and are, more than any one elsti 
interested in the welfare of the hill inhabitants Tilt) Supreme 
Council also fee's that these areas are vitally important for 
National Defence, It has been st.ited often th:it hill inhabi­
tants should be separated until such time as they express 
tiieir desire to join the Burmese Union. I t  is difficult to  see 
how these people can express their desire when ordinary 
democratic rights are denied to them. A large number of 
these hill peoples residing in the plains adjacent to these hill
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areas art) enjoying the aame political rights as those in tbe 
rest of Burma. The obvious and natural course should be to 
extend these rights to these excluded areas.

The Supreme Council heartily welcomes His Excel* 
lency’s statement that “ His Majesty’s Government’s pro­
gramme is not intended to be a rigid, inelastic programme’’ 
and that “ this programme may be capable of ohanges and 
alterations to any ne\v conditions” . The Supreme Council 
will henceforth concentrate all its effort So get the progrmme 
changed.

In conclusion, the Supreme Council desires to record 
the efforts of His Excellency in lighting for the good name of 
Burma and for the tuture of Burma. Tile Supreme Council 
also feels that Burma to-day enjoys the good will of United 
Nations because.

(i) the people of Burma, though they co-operated with 
the Japanese at the earlier stages, later took up 
arms against the same Japanese. before it waf) clear 
to them that Allied forces would, or could come to 
their rescue) because oi tbeir intense desire ior 
freedom and progress; and 

(ii.i the intern -iional allies, of the Burmese peoples, who 
form Am i-Fascist, and Anti-imperialist World 
United front, clearly understand the role of the the 
Burmese people arid have therefore incessantly 
worked for the sympathetic understanding among 
the United nations.



A p p e n d i x  11-
Instrument of Instructions.

The Supreme Council of tha Anti-Fascist Peoples' 
Freedom League (Burm a Patriotic F ron t) has carefully 
considered tha proposals of His Excellency the Governor 
regarding the formation of the interim  Execntive Council 
as contained in his speech at the Town Elall on tile 17th 
October 1945 and as later clarified to the delek-ition of the 
Supreme Council on the 19th October. The Supreme 
Council is unanimously of the view that the Governor’s 
proposals so far understood fall far below what would meet 
the legitimate desire of the country, as clearly expressed by 
a«l organs of the public opinion in the country especially 
the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League which is tho 
united front organisation of all important political parties 
and important Political elements and the entire national press.

But the Supreme Council feels that to further consoli­
date iha patriotic movement and the democratic gains so 
far achieved by the Burman peoples as a result of thoir 
heroic anti-fasoist struggle to render immediate relief to our 
suffering masses, to mobilise the entire nation tor recon­
struction and to transform the Executive Council into a 
provisional national government and lead the country 
forward to the sovereign constituent' assembly, the council 
should accept the Governor’s invitation to help to form the 
said Executive Council as a start and not as an end in itself 
on the following conditions ะ—

(1) That the Governor accepts the list put up by the 
Supremo Council, the list of eleven representative 
leaders to make up the said Executive Council 
fifteen— 4 being left for the Governor's nominees.

(2 )  T hat the said eleven l-epresentntives of the  
Anti-Fascist Peoples, Freedom League in the 
Execntive Council shall abide by the following 
instruments of instructions.



THE INSTRUMENTS OF INSTRUCTIONS.
The objectives for which the said representatives will 

strive their best to achieve r-hall be ะ—
(a )  to create conditions for the success of a free 

general election based on the universal adult* 
suffrage and to make the coming general election 
an election for a constituent assembly lor the purpose 
of drawing lip a new democrat 1C constitution for 
the country and not ore น}เอ 1035 Government of 
Burma Constitution.

(b ) to work the said Executive Cou'scil so far as practi­
cable as popular Government reflecting the national 
interests and needs of the country as a whole;

(c) to mobilize the mass opinion as national sanction 
behind the said Executive Council and to make 
the Executive Council respondive to the publio 
opinion and initiative as expressed in democratic 
organs such as the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom 
League, the peasant unions, the Trade Unions, 
Youth organization and the national press.

Concretely the representatives 01 the Anti-Fa:;r,ist Peo­
ples’ Freedom League in the Executive Council shall among 
other things undertake the following tasks;-

(a) Release of all political prisoners, restoration and 
extension of civil liberties, such as freedom of 
press, speech, organization, assembly etc.;

(b) To subordinate oureaucratic measures and tenden­
cies in all organs of administrations to the popular 
public control.

(c )  To restore all essential democratic institutions such 
as local bodies, educational organisations etc.;

(d ) To associate the patriotic public organisations in 
all the ta-ks of reiiet, rehabilitation and recon­
struction and administrative reforms,

(e) Where it is not within the competence of the re­
presentatives the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom 
League on the Executive Councillors to so fulfil tiia 
declared needs and achievc the declared aims, the
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representatives shall without a moment’s delay 

prevail upon His Excellency the Governor to make 
such suggestions and recommendations to Ills  
ll:ijesty’s Government, for alteration in the pro­
gramme aa may be desirable;

( f )  To report periodically to the Supreme Council an 
account of their work.

To be able to achieve the objectives outlined and to 
carry out the concrete tasks specified it is essential that tho 
representative of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League 
function as a united team under a leader and a ship of their 
own, have the right to  allocate portfolios as they think desir­
able so as to ensure te:im work and so as to be able to carry 
out the responsibilities assigned to them by the Supreme 
Council, they should resign in a body after reference to the 
Supremo Council whenever they find they cannot usefully 
serve the purpose for which they liO into the Executive 
Council or whenever the Supreme Counc il decides t h . เ its 
representatives can no longer serve the purpose for which 
it sent them to the Executive Council,

The Executive Councillors nominated by the Supreme 
Council should .withdraw their co-operation with Govern­
ment if the majority decide to do so or if the Supreme 
Council deoides bv 75% majority th.it they should resign 
from the Executive Council. .



A p p e n d i x  12.

Statement issued on 28th October 1945 
by Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League,
Political Leaders' Conference was held on August 16, 

17, and 18. The Conference demanded Provisional National • 
Government and a Constituent Assembly.

The demand was endorsed at a Mass Kally in Bangnon 
on August 19, and by meetings and rallies held throughout 
Burma,

On 7th September, aomeof the Members of Anti-Fascist 
Peoples, Freedom League m< I His Excellency the Governor 
of Burma at, Kandy and had a discussion on thi3 formation 
of care taker Government" pending the holding of General 
Elections.

1. In  order to elucidate the demand for a Provisional 
National Government, the Executive Committee of the 
Suprem e Council sent a letter to His Excellency th e  Governor, 
dated the 22nd September.

The following are the main points in that letter:—
(1 ) The portfolio of External Affairs be frransfered 

to the Burmese hands;
(2 ) ' The portfolio of Defence be transferred likewise;(3 )  Members of the Executive Council to bo appoint­

ed on the recommendations of the Anti-Fascist 
Peoples’ Freedom League;

(4) The Governor of Burma shall not exercise veto 
unreasonably and the Executive Council shall 
function as a Cabinet with collective Tesponsi- 
bility;(5 ) No commitmenfs shall be made in the mean­
while which might embarrase the Executive 
Council and the future Government of Burma,



81
Thu Supreme Council of Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom 

League met on 6th, 7th, and 8th October and endorsed 
the stand of its Executive Committee.

2. The Supreme Council passed a number of resolutions 
on vital questions concerning the country, and such as general 
amnesty, war reparations, vraT criminals, Far Eastern Com­
mission, etc

Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom League has received no 
reply yet whatsoever on the demand for a national Govern­
ment when His Excellency the Governor arrived Burma on 
16th October.

His Excellency the Governor outlined his prop< sals in a 
speech at the Town Hall on 17th October.

3. The Supreme Council of Anti-Fascist Peoples 
Freedom League met and issued a statem ent on his Excel­
lency's Bpeech. The main features of the statem ent are:—

(1 )  Burma does not harbour nor favour tasoist methods;
(2 ) Burma wants peace and tranquility in her own 

interests;
(3) Outsiders should not hotly contest the questions 

which concern Burma and her people alone;
(4) Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League is inlly 

determined to ensure and safeguard the interests of ‘national’ minorities;
(5) Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League is prepared 

to  go the pools now or at any time to establish its representative character;
(G) Burma wants 'free’ elections, free from 'super­

vision' and intervention by any army or ‘free’ 
from ‘Bureaucracy’ and police;

(7) The Governor’s reply failed definitely to meet the 
legitimate desire of the country;

(8) The qualifying age for'adult* franchise should bo 
' 18.

(9) Burma is more interested in the hill areas than 
anyone else; democracy should bo established to en­
able the hill peoples to express their views freely;

F. 6.
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(10) The Supreme Council is fully determined to get the 

programme outlined in W hite Paper altered;
(IV ) Burma to day enjoys the goodwill of United 

Nations because of the Resistance Movement and, 
of tile work of anti-fascist, anti-imperialist forces 
of the world.

A delegation of Anti-Fascist Ipeoples’ Freedom League 
was invited by His Excellency *ho Governor on 19th nnd the 
question of forming the Executive Council was discussed. 
Tha delegation noted that there was no change in the stand 
taken by His Excel!' ncy the Governor.

Tha delegation reported tfi the Supreme Council on 20th 
and on 23rd October the Supreme Council decided to pormit 
its members to participate in th e  Executive Council on cer­
tain conditions,

i .  These conditions are set out in the ‘instrument of 
instructions’ approved by the Supreme Council meeting on 
23rd.

On 24tli October the Supreme Council elected 11 per­
sona to serve on the Executive Conncil. The names wore 
communicated to His Excellency the Governor on the samo 
day. On 26th, the Supreme Counoil received a reply that tho 
Governor cannot agree to the number, the names nor the 
portfolios asked for by the Supreme Council.

.ร. The Supremo Council on 25th October therefore de­
cided to withdraw its nominations.

At die present moment, we havo coit.e to a deadlock
I t  will be found that the Supreme Council of Anti- 

Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League has been for peaceful set­
tlement whereas the other side 18 fully taking advantage of 
the situation. Goodwill and willingness of co-operation for 
the purpose of reconstructing the war-torn country are taken 
as ‘weakness’ or fear of force.

The future programme of the Anti-Faeaist People ’ 
Freedom League will he:—-

( i )  to mobilise the  people behind it for the National 
Demand and to strengthen the National Unity;

I\



(2 ) to explain to the World and tha British people 
especially how British Government has come 
back to rc-esfriblish monopolist rule;

(3 ) to  give 'practical services’ to the people as tar 
as possible within its power and means.

A p p e n d i x  13.
The League’s Rejoinder.

Tho Exeoutive Committee of Anti-Fascist Peoples’ 
Freedom League has read the statement issued liy,

V Government in to-ciay'fl press. The Executive Commitee 
A desires to point out in this connection tha t the Government 

communique is extremely misleading to say the  least, 
n ' f f  III the first instance the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom

League delegates in all their talks with His Excellency the 
Governor have never been given to understand that “ His 
Excellency had already in mind names for the appointments 
to the four portfolios of Defence, Frontier Areas, Home-and 
Finance.’’ พ ุ))at our delegates were informed by His Excel­
lency was only to the effect that, the portfolios of Defence,

) (including External Affairs) and Frontier Areas could not 
yet be entrusted to Burmans and that His Excellency would 
have to include the two Burm in Ministers who evacuated 
along with him to India, again in his Executive Council. 
Our delegates also did not olaim that His Excellency should accept the dictation of Anti-Fascia Peoples Freedom 
League on the actual allotment of portfolios. W hat our 
delegates represented was that His Excellency should in 
consultation with hia Executive Councillors allot portfolios. 
However our delegates argued that His Excellency should 
allot the portfolios of Home and Political Affairs to one 
of our nominees for the following reasons :—

1. Since th e  present time IS extraordinary, the 
V / Executive Councillor in charge" of Home A flairs should be

<\
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one who has had thorough knowledge of the condition 
of Burma and the people for the last three years.

2. Since the preservation of law and order at tnis 
critical juncture is particularly important and since Gome 
Councillor would be called upon to do many other additional 
tasks» he should be one who could effectively mobilise public 
opinion and co-operation in the discharge of his duties.

3. W ith  such a Home Councillor the collection of 
illegal arms widespread in the country could be more 
effectivly carried out.

His Excellency did not argue at all with onr delegates 
on this point and only observed that he appreciated their 
view3 very much. The Executive Committee of Anti- 
Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League could not understand 
what cogent reasons His Excellency has in finding himself 
unable to allot the Home Portfolio to one of our nominees. 
I t  is because His Excellency fears that it one of oar nomi­
nees is entrusted with the Home portfolio there is a danger 
of our nominee discharging his duties irresponsibly? Or 
is it because His Excellency thinks that among our, nomi­
nees not a single one is it to be Home Councillor? ( I t  
may be remarked in this connection that out of our I I  
nominees six had held ministrial appointments of whom 
four had been in charge of the portfolio of Home Affairs.) 
Or is it because H is Excellency fears that if one of our 
nominees becomes Home Councillor he might thw art or 
nullify his scheme of things ? Or does His Excellency fear 
th&t our ‘bloc' of councillors if accepted might become 
a great stumbling block in the executive of His Excellency’s 
policy of ‘reconstruction’?

Lastly though in the least in importance, we desire 
to uxake known that nowhere in the instruments of instruc­
tions issued by the Supreme Council of Anti-Fascist 
Peoples Freedom League is there anything that corresponds 
with Hi* Excellency ร construction that our nominees 
should be reduced to mere delegates of Anti-Fascist Peoples’ 
Freedom League. The instrument of instructions issued 
by the Supreme Council of Anti-Fascist Peoples’ League f
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is just the sort of thing that is issued usually by any 
democratic political organization to its representatives in
similar circumstances in order to outline the programme to 
be pursued by our nominees in His Excellency's Executive 
Council. W hat the Supreme Council asks our nominees 
to report periodically is only to let it know from time to 
time how far our nominees are progressing with the 
programme thus outlined. We cannot therefore understand 
how the Supreme Council’s instructions can make our 
nominees unable to express their genuine convictionB and 
to take the oath of office and Secrecy conscientiously, since 
in the past too, there have been such practices by political 
parties in Burma and we believe "elsewhere also. The 
instrum ent of instructions issued by the Supreme Council 
Bays clearly that our nominees are representatives and not 
delegates. '1 he Supreme Council in putting up its nominees 
have only one desire-that is that it wants to  see good team 
work in the Governor’s Executive Council and to make 
it able to shoulder collective responsibility.

His Excellency the Governor differs from this view. 
The nio -̂e inclusion ot some Leaders of Anti-Faciat 
Peoples’ Freedom League in the Exeoutive Council in 
their individual capacity, will only mislead public opinion 
both at home and abroad, while at the same time they 
will be nnable to discharge their responsibility to  the country 
and the people-

It is pointed out in the communique that the negotia­
tions with the Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom League are 
still open. The Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League is 
always anxious to reach political settlement and is always 
prepared to co-operate with the Governor in forming an 
Executive Council which will command the confidence of the country.

85



A p p e n d i x  14

List of the nominees of the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ 
Freedom League

1. Major-General Aui 1 Sail.
2. บ Ba Pe.
3- บ Ba Oil-4. บ Aye.
5. บ Razak.
6. V Mya (Pyawbwe)
7. Thakin Mya.
8. บ Theiu Pe.
9. D Nyo Tun.

10. Mahn Ba Khin.
11. Saw B.I ช Gyi.
1, Major-General Aunt: เท. 0110 of the national ietdsrs 

who organised I lie Resistance Movement; the Supreme 
Commander of the Patriotic Burmese Forces; the President; 
of the Anti-F.iacist People’s Freedom League.

'2- บ Ba Pe, a veteran ill Burma politios; national leader 
since the inception of the Nation i.1 Freedom Movement: a 
member oi" all tile Burma delegations to Britain; WAS a 
Minister in tw 1 governments before the wa<; declined 10  co­
operate in any way with the Japanese daring the war; a 
mtjmber of the Supreme Council of the Anti-Fascist People’s 
Freedom League.

3. I B.I On, Deputy leader i)f..Myochit Parlim entary 
Party; of which บ่ Saw was the leader, Minister of Labour in. 
บ Saw’s cabinet— 1941-42: a member ot the Supreme Coun­
oil of the Anti-Fasoist Peoples’ Freedom League.

4. t Aye, a member ot Myocbit PaTty: Minister cf 
Home Affairs in Lr Saw’s cabinet—-1M1-42; a member of the 
Supreme Cotmcil of the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom 
League.
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5.1] Eazak, a Burmese Muslim, Head Master of National 

Hirrh School, Mandalay, for Over twenty years; commands 
the confidence of all the communities in Upper Burma. O110 
of liie organiser:! of the Resistance Movement in Upper 
Burma; President of the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom 
League.

6. Li Mya (of Pyawbwe), Deputy leader of Sinyethtt 
พนทthanu Party , of which Dr. Ba Maw was the leader; a 
member of the House of Representative: before the war 
declined to accept the ofl'er of a place in บ Saw's cabinet; 
Minister of Commerce and Indu stry and ia ter M inister of 
Home Affairs in Ba Maw government in the Burmese regime 
a member of the Supreme Council of the Anti-Fascist 
People’s Freedom League.

7. Fha.kin Mya, the leader of tile Thakin Party ill the 
Burma Legislature, President of All-Burma Peasants’ 
Union before the war, Deputy Prime Minister in the Ba 
Maw Government; one of the national leader who orga­
nised the Resistance Movement: Leader of the Socialist 
Party*

8. บ Thein Pe, the (reneral Secretary of the Commu­
nist Party in Burma; a member of the Supremo Council 
ot the Anti-Fascist Veople’s Freedom League; represented 
the League abroad during the war: negotiated on behalf 
o ' the leaders of th e . Resistance Movement with the 
Allied command.

i). 1 Nvo Ton, ท prominent member of the University 
Students Union, 1 :<e leader of [lie Resi -Vance Movement 
ill Arakan,

representative of the Karen 
national minority.
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List of the members of the Governor’s Executive 

Council
ใ: Sir Paw Tun.
2. Sir Htoon Aun ' Gyaw.3. บ Ba On,
4. บ Aye
5. บ Luii,
6. บ Pu.
7. Thakin Yan Aung.
8. Mahn Ba Kliin.
9. บ I.harrawaddy Mfiung- Maungi

10. Jolm W ise, I. c .  ร.
11. Sir Baibeart MacDougall Kt., I. c. ร.

1. Sir Paw Tun—a lawyer by profession, began hia 
political career a?! an advocate for complete independence 
and, as such, entered the Legislative council with a view to 
wreck from within the dyarchical constitution; has moved 
since perceptively to the extreme right: a Minister in all the 
cabinets since 1937—hence, popularly known as the "Joker 
M inister” ; Prime Minister just before the war; evacuated to 
India and became One of the advisers of the Governor of 
Burma when his ministry was dissolved; has an American 
wife; one of the few politicians universally distrusted by the people of Burma.

2. Sir Htoon Aung Gvaw, Barrister-at-Law; a member 
of the richest family in Akyab, a family of bankers, with vast 
vested interests in Arakan; Minister of Finance in all the 
ministries since 1937—another ‘‘joker minister”; evacuated 
to India and became one of the advisers of the Governor of 
Burma when L’aw Tun’s ministry was dissolved,

3. ฃ Ba On ไ
j- see 3 and 4 of the list of nominees oi4. u  Aye j

the  Anti-Fascist Peoples’ Freedom League. As the Governor 
rejected its proposals, the League decided to withdraw its 
nominations. บ Ba On and บ Aye did not take part in tha
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discussion leading to .that descislon. They kept silent 
all the time, givinv; ท,ท impression that they were in favour 
of fiio decision. B at it was learnt, later oti. th a t they 
accepted tha Governor’s offer of membership of his Executive 
Council. They were tlien, obliged to  resign their member­
ship of the Supreme Council of the Anti-Fascist People's 
Freedom League. According to them, the Myochit Party  
has decided to sricede from tl^e Ant I Fascist People's 
Freedom League, whereas บ Mya (of Henzada), the 
President of All Burma M yorhit Party makes it known 
that it is yet be daeidad by the Party whether to secede 
or not. บ Mya adds that, so far as be is concerned, he* 
would work on with the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom 
League should the Myochit Party  decide to secede, Tile 
members of the Myochit P arty in Rangoon, who are not in 
favour of secession from the League amd of acceptance of 
office on the Governor’s Executive Council against the 
decision of the League, have passed the resolution to 
the effect that บ บ.! On and บ Aye be expelled from their 
Party. In  the Government communique บ Ba Oil and 
บ  Aye were stated to have t;iken part in th«; Resistance 
Movement. They had neither i:ny connection nor taken 
any part in the Registance Movement. They became of 
members of the Suprem Council of the Anti-Fascist People’s 
Freedom League as the representai ive® of tile Myochit; 
Party when the Council was expanded to include the 
representatives of the major political parties and tile n.it ional 
minorities, after the 0C( upation of Rangoon b y  Allied Forces.

o. บ Lun, a member of Myochit Party; a member of 
the House of Representatives before the war: comparatively unknown in  the country; supposed to have been included 
in  the Executive Council only for the period before u  Saw’s 
return  to Burma from Uganda—to Hive place to  บ Saw

6. u  Pu, an obsolete elderly politic!.in whose ability is 
not rated high by people of Burma Lut who belong to the 
few who know how to win the favour of British Govern* 
incut in Burma.
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7. บ Yan Aang—ft nobody in Barma Politics.
8. Mahn Ba Khin. See 10 of the list of the nominees of the Anti-Fascist People*ร Freedom League” Mahn Ba Khin ia not a member of the Supreme Council of the League,
9. บุ Tbarrawaddy Mating Maung was Deputy Leader 

of the Sinyetha Wunthann Party, of which Dr. Ba Maw was the leader; Education Minister in Ba Maw Government in 1937-39; Expelled from his party for taking office in 
บ Pu s Ministry as Health Minister; held the same port­folio in บ Pu's Ministry and บ Saw’s Ministry—another "Joker Minister."

Senior members of the Civil Service.



1937-39; resigned mrrnbership 01 Ins party and took oflice in 
บ P a 's  Ministry H ealth  Minis'*:-- held the same port­
folio in บ t us’ Miajfltry and Ministry—another 
' Juker Min

10. ไ
J-  - เ . 11. , , "  . 1 . , . .  • 1. . I 1 1l l !  c

11

A p p e n d i x  15.
Reso lu t ion  1.

Shwedagon Mass Meeting. 
Governor’s Executive Council!.

It, was resolved at the Nay-tlra-yain mass meetir.K that 
steps be taken by those who Look part, in the Anti-Fascia 
movement as Wall as by iliose who are keenly desirous of 
reconstructing tile country to form a provisional govern­ment forthwith; that it must be a National Provisional 
Government; consisting of national leaders representatives 
of the people; and that full powers must be attained to 
control all the departments, including Foreign Affairs, 
Defence. Finuut e, Home A l l a n s .

With the return  of the Governor of Burma on the 15th 
October 1945, the Military Administration ceased and the 
civil govenmiont was restored. On bile 17th Ui'.t bei 1 the 
Governor announced his proposal in regard to the formation 
of his Exeoutive Counoil. On the 19th October, the 
Governor discussed the m atter with the representatives of 
the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League.
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The League was of the unanimons opinion that what 

Hie Governor said fell far abort of tha legitimate desires of 
the people. However the League readily expresses its 
desire to extend its co-operation tc.-the Governor, as sought 
by him, in forming the Executive Counci], with belief thitt 
sueh a co-operation will enable us to consolidate anc! expand 
such of the civil liberties and the national freedom as have 
been achieved by the Anti-Easciat move-ment; to give 
immediate telle! t the ท!แร» the people who have been 
in dire distresB since the outbreak at war; to mobilise the 
people’s support for reconstructing the country; and to help 
the Governor convert the Executive Council into a National 
Provisional Government, that will be able to  convene a 
Constituent Assembly. With these objectives in view, the 
League finds it necessary to propose—

(1) that in as much as the League accepts the four 
nominees of the Governor for his Executive 
Council, oonsistiDg of 15 members, it desires 
that tile Governor accepts its nominees for
remaining' posts;

(2 )  that, the representatives 01 the League On the
Governor’s Executive Council are to make the 
Council respect the wishes of tha people, as 
represented by the people's organizations; and

(3) that, in tho allocation of subjects or depart­
ments, the eleven representatives of the League 
should be placed in charge of such subjects 
or departments as are required for implemen­
ting the expressed objectives of the League.

The Governor, unfortunately, has his Q W I1 reasons to re­
ject these proposals. He accepted only seven out of the 
League’s eleven nominees and furthermore, expressed, on 
personal grounds, his unwillingness to accept one of its
nominees, บ Thein Pe, who had all along been representing 
the League abroad during the war. As foiHome and Judi­
cial Departments, he added that these two departments 
would be placed under the control of one of his advisers,
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Sir Paw Tun, and, therefore, could not be allocated lo one 
of the League's representatives.

For these reaBons, there is, at present, a deadlock be­
tween the Governor and the Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom 
League- The Governor adheres to ‘ his wish and does not 
budge an inch to make a compromise with tlie people’s ra- 
presentatives: whab is worse he has, contrary to all expecta­
tions, formed the Executive Council on the 2nd November 
1945, and h as  begun to function in a manner inconsistent 
with his avowed 'declarations and utterly out o£ sympathy 
with the League’s expressed desires

It is, therefore, resolved that (1 ) this mass meeting 
registers a protest against the Governor’s action and 
deplores that Fascist Tendencies should have swayed the 
Governor who is here to represent the democratic govern­
ment oi Britain;

(2) This meeting urges His Majesty's Government in 
Britain to dissolve immediately the present Governor's Exe­
cutive Council in that it does not command the confidence 
of the whole country and to accede to the proposals of the 
Anti-Fascist People’s Fieedom League,
Reiolutica 2.

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY.
I t was unanimously resolved at tha May-thu-yain mass 

meeting that a demand be made for the holding, as early 
as possible, of elections on universal adult suffrage for the 
convention of a Constituent Assembly with a view to 
determine the Constitution of Burma.

To achieve this objective it ia hereby resolved that ( I )  
a  demand be made for the holding of elections forthwith, 
on the distinct understanding that the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ 
Freedom League is fully prepared to co-operate with the 
Government ill the task of making necessary preparations



(or the elections: ( r )  that the elections lie held on the 
basis of universal Rflult suffrage, the qualifying age being 
18 years and above; (3 ) th.it the elections be held fo ra  
Constituent Assemblv to determine tho Constitution of 
Burma ill accordance with national aspirations, and not for 
a Legislature nnder the Government of Butiua Act, 1935, 
whereby alien minorities enjoy equal rights.
Resolution 3.

NATION AL RECON STRl OTION.
[i is hereby resolvrd that this mass meeting strongly 

objects to the action of the Governor in drawing uji the 
schemes for national rehabilitation and reconstruction in 
that he has not only afforded no opportunity to the 
people of Burma to participate in drawing them but, also has 
not published them for publk information, and that this 
mass meeting emphatically demands that these schemes be 
published for public criticisms and shall not be put into 
effect without the consent of the people of Burma.
Resolution 4.

G E N E R A L  AMNESTY.
I t is hereby received that this mass meeting urges 

the British Governmcni:—
(1) to re leaseim m ediate lyallthepo litk .il prisoners 

now under trial or custody for charges oa 
political or war RTOunds either before the war 
or during the Japanese regime or after the 
return ot the British; and

( 2 ) to declare forthwith a general amnesty in respect 
of all the political or war offences committed 
during those periods.



A p p e n d i x  16.

Gist of Major-General Aung San's speech.
The purpose of this mass meeting is to tell yon what 

the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League has done since 
ttie last mass meeting held in August, how far it has carried 
out its programmer what steps it proposes to make to 
implement its objectives.

The League’s immediate objeotive is to form a National 
Provisional Government and then to oonvene a Constituent Assembly.

The Governor does not see his way to accept the 
proposals of the League, i.e.,

(1) to appoint its 11 nominees;
(2) to allocate certain portfolios to  its nominees- 

portfolios required for implementing its objectives.
Hence the deadlock

The Patriotic Burmese Forces have to  be incorporated 
into the Burma Army. There should be no misunder­
standing. The Patriotic Burmese Foroes are faced with 
two alternatives (1) disbandment or (2 )  fight against the 
British. Patriotic Burmese Forces, therefore, have decided 
to amalgamate with the Burma Army because fight is not 
desiralilt) as pecple in Burma have suffer* ] so much tor the 
last three or four years, and also because Burruans must ba 
trained in military m atters in view of national Freedom. 
Members of Patriotic Burmese Forces and the people should 
not misconstrue the agreement reached between us and the 
Supreme Commander.

W e want National Provisional Government. W e ara 
not satisfied with Governor’s Executive Council. W hat he
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said fell far short of our national aspirations bnt we are prepar­
ed to co-operate if the Governor would form his council COIISIL 
ting of national leaders who trnly can be said to  represent 
the people. The Governor saya that we are Fascist. We 
say emphatically “ No;" our methods are democratic, Oui 
nominees are our vepres3ntatives and we only issue an 
instrument of instractions as any democratic party of any 
democratic country would do. W e want to shoulder collec­
tive responsibility. If anybody is Fascist, it is theGovernoT, 
not We. The Governor says, “There is no legal obligation 
on my part to form even an Executive Council. No one 
has a right of representation on the Council. These words 
show that the Governor IS showing fascist tendencies. The 
Governor's Executive Council is full of his “yeS’iuen." 
Mr. Tom Driberg M. p. (Labour) has said to th a t effect in 
the British Parliament on the third of this month. The 
Governor's Executive Councillors do not represent the 
people.

W e would pursue our struggle for freedom by peaceful 
means. The world opinion is behind us. We would make the 
World know what our aspirations are by peaceful means 
But our peaceful straggle must not be mistaken for weakness 
or oowardice.

The Governor's approach is as old as the approach 
of tha pre-war Governors. He should realise that he 
can’t  do anything for this country without our willing 
co-operation, which we are prepared to give. He must, 
however, take an ew  approaoil Nobody knows the condi 
tions of the country and the aspirations of the people 
as well as the national leaders do—national leaders who 
have united under the banner of A nti-Fascist People's 
Freedom League It is we who have organised .the 
Resistance Movement against the Japs—It IS we who 
fought side by side with the Allied Forces W e would 
oo-operate with the Governor with a view to implement 
our objectives.

I t  has been said here as well as the British Parliament that the deadlock between us and the Governor is not
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because of difference of policy buti because of difference of 
opinion regarding personnel. It is not true. Difference of 
policy has always been there, We Want National Provi­
sional Government. W e have never liked the Executive 
Council. W e have ofl'ereil to cO-op‘‘rate 80 that we can 
march towards the Constituent Assembly. The Governor’s 
intention is to hold elections according to 19.55 Constitution, 
whereby the alien minorities enjoy equal rights with the 
people of Burma. The Legislature formed under the I03i 
Act cannot be a Constituent Assembly as it does not 
represent the people. In  short, the difference of policy is 
clear from the fact that the Governor wants to continue hie 
personal rale and thal we want a National Provisional Government and a Conti merit. Assembly. I t  IS for the 
world to decide who is ill the right. This chapter of our 
national life will be placed beiore, the bar of history.

It is S aid  iu certain circles that we are adopting an 
uncompromising attitude. This is an absolutely falsa 
accusation. We waDt to T ea ch  a compromise with the 
( iovernor but that compromise must be j t t :h  that we can 
continue to work for national in te ie s^ ^ p  We are fully 
prepared to co-operate with the Gove^ror to carry out 
the tasks of relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction. The 
British Government must adm it th a t Britain IS not as 
economically strong as it was before the war. Our oo-opera- 
tion is, therefore, all the more necessary to reconstruct 
Burma. Without our co-operation. British Government 
iannot achieve anything in our country. Wo desire co­
operation but responsibility rests both on the Governor and 
u s . •

1 f. m ust be realised that Asiatic consciousness h;is been 
brought about by this W orld W ar I I .  Bui ma. scase  is not a case to ba settled between Burma and British Government. 
I t  has assumed an international cc riplexion. The world is 
watching. Suhject nations of Asia will unite to achieve 
their freedom. In Burma, we will strengthen and stabilise 
our unity. Next month, there will be an All-Burma A. p . p. F L Conferenoe; it wilt be held in Rangoon. Today’s

1 F. 7.
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resolutions are ro t  only (or the British Government and 
people but also for the world.

Wo would continue our struggle (or freedom by peace­
ful methods. The responsibility for peace and order in our 
country res^s on the British Government as much as on us. 
When we say British Government, we mean the British 
Government in Britain and particularly British Governor 
aud all the bureaucrats, big and small, of this country. .

W e want elections to be held immediately. Lots of eictises 
are given for the delay. To make it a fair election, let the 
representatives of the United Nations organisation run them. 
W e would co-operate with the Governor to m ate all the 
preparations necessary for the elections, such as preparing 
electoral rolls. I t  is poseible-that all sorts of obstacles will 
be placed across our path before the elections. There might 
even be arrests of the national leaders. To make the elec 
tions fair, the responsibility rests as much on the Govern­
ment as on us. The elections must, however, be for a Con- 
Btiuent Assembly. 11

โ .In  conclusion,^nvould warn the people not to give cre­
dence icfc.the rumours sat afloat by our enemies. We musfc 
be ever ’on- the  alert to avoid the pitfalls plaoed before ns. 
W ith care but with conrage and coolness we wonld march 
forward to win our national freedom.

I I


