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[ President U Thein Sein accepts |
credentials of Ambassador of
| Federal Republic of Germany

NAY Pyi Taw, 2 Jan—Mr Christian-
Ludwig Weber-Lortsch, the newly-accred-
ited Ambassador of the Federal Republic of
Germany to the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, presented his credentials to
President U Thein Seinof theRepublicof the
Union of Myanmar at President Residence
herethismorning.

Present on the occasion together
with President of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar U TheinSeinwereUnionMinister
for Foreign Affairs U WunnaMaung Lwin,
UnionMinister at thePresident OfficeU Soe
Maungand Director-General U AyeThaw of
Protocol Department under the Ministry of
ForeignAffairs—MNA

Maintain better foundations

“Hence, | pledge that we will give top
priority to the policies on internal affairs to
achieve sustainable development with
maintenance of better foundations, to build
consolidated unity of the Myanmar society,
and to guarantee fundamental rights of
citizens.”

(Excerpts from the inaugural address delivered by President U Thein Sein at the

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Thein Sein receives
Mr Christian-Ludwig Weber-Lortsch, the newly-accredited Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of Germany, at President Residence in

Nay Pyi Taw.—MNA

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on 30-3-2011)

President grants amnesty

NAY Pvi Taw, 2 Jan—The President Office of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar issued Order No.1/2012 today.
Thetrandation of the order isasfollows:-
Republic of the Union of Myanmar
President Office

Order No. /2012
9" Waxing of Pyatho 1373 ME
(2 January, 2012)

Amnesty granted
Asagestureof hailing the 64" Anniversary Independence Day and

for thesakeof Statepeaceand stability, theruleof law, national consolidation

and on groundsof humanitarian, the President hasgranted an amnesty for the
prisoners who have served their prison terms for the crimes they committed
before 9" Waxing of Pyatho 1373ME (2™ January, 2012) inaccordwith Section
204(b) of the Constitution asfollows:-

(@ Deathsentencesshall becommutedtolifeimprisonment (Unlimited
jailterms).

(b) Those sentenced to over 30 years (Those sentenced to unlimited
prison termsand lifeimprisonment excluded) shall get reductionto
30yearsin prison.

(c) Those serving prison terms between 20 and 30 years shall get
reduction to 20 yearsin prison.

(d) Thosesentencedtolessthan 20yearsshall get reduction by aquarter
of their prison terms.

S/
Thein Sein
President
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

e T\
Flag-hoisting
ceremony to
be broadcast

live
Nay Pyi Taw, 2

Jan—State  flag-

hoisting of the 64"

Anniversary

Independence Day to

be held on 4 January

will be broadcast live
on MyanmaRadio and

Television from Nay

Pyi Taw City Hall

Square, starting from

6.45 am on that day.

\ MNA
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PERSPECTIVES
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Show your respect for
I ndependence Day pledges

Independence means freedom from being
ruled by others. It is synonymous with standing
in equality and justice under national leader ship.
Depending on others is standing on their feet.

In retrospect, Myanmar was annexed in a
series of wars in 1824, 1852 and 1885. The
difference between national leaders and
imperialistsis the knowledge of all the people of
that time.

We have lived in our independent country
for 64 years, standing on our own initiative. The
country was once under colonialist rule and
hegemony. The entire citizens have learnt how
independent they are under the national
administration. In paddling our own canoe, we
are to work harmonioudly and try hard to keep
abreast of other countries.

Independencein the shade of other countries
is not independence. We just need to do work,
rather than hoping the outside help. The
concerted effort of all the national peopleisthe
very essence of the independent country.

Here comes nationalist fervour. Prosperity
of the nation is to be shaped up in harmony.
Given the history, the nation was once under the
yoke of imperialism following the widening split.
With no unity, the country was not safeguar ded
against the alien foes. Plus, it will never be
developed due to instability. Taking lessons of
the past, we need to safeguard and develop the
country in perfect harmony.

Two from nine pledges inscribed on
Independence Monument say, “We as of today
not only enjoy noble opportunities of citizens of
an independent country but also assume
responsibilities of citizens of an independent
country,” and, “We as of today accept every
citizen of our country, though in any status, in
equity”. By doing their bits, let's show our
respect for the Independence Day pledges.

Ambassador U Kyaw Zwar Minn
concurrently appointed as

Ambassador to Spain

NAv Py1 Taw, 3Jan—ThePresident of the Republic of
theUnion of Myanmar hasappointed U Kyaw Zwar Minn,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Republicof theUnion of Myanmar tothe French Republic,
concurrently as Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
to the Kingdom of Spain—MNA

Six special appeal cases
heard

NAY Pyi Taw, 2 Jan—Special Appellate Court
comprising Chief Justic of the Union U Tun Tun Oo and
judgesof the Supermen Court of the Union U Myint Aung
andU Aung Zaw Thein heard six special civil appeal cases
at Room No.1 of the Supreme Court of the Union this
morning.

MNA

Union A& | Minister on tour of Ayeyawady Region

NAY Py1 Taw, 2Jan—UnionMinister for Agricultureand
Irrigation U Myint Hlaing on 31 December visited Pantai
village in Htantabin Township in Yangon Region.

Heheardreportsoninstalling new Pantai sluicegateand
irrigating farmlands in Shweyinma region in Twantay
Township submitted by officials. He gavethe greenlight to
the tasks as these will profit local farmers.

The Union minister attended ceremony to sow high-
yield paddy strain (Palethwal) in Thegon village in
Kyaunggon Township in Ayeyawady Region and urged

farmers to apply post harvest technology.

On arrival at repair site of Ngawun Dam in Ngathaing
Chaung Sub-Township, heheard reportson progressof repair
works submitted by an official.

He underscored the need to grow trees to prevent
inundation.

The Union minister attended the ceremony to sow
Palethwal high-yield hybrid paddy strainin Bwatgyi village-
tractinirrigation areaof Nankathu Damin Ingapu Township
and presented publications and Palethwal rice—MNA

LOCAL SPORTS

Winnersawardedininter-basic
education sportscompetitions

NAY Pvi Taw, 2 Jan—Theprizepresentationfor theinter-
basi ceducation sportscompetitionsfor 2011-2012 academic
year was held at Paunglaung Sports Ground, here, yesterday
afternoon.

First, All Star men’ steamsand women’ steamsof upper
and loca Myanmar demonstrated football skills.

Deputy Minister for Education U Aye Kyu presented
championship trophiesto Y angon Region B women’ steam
and A men’'s team in football event, Deputy Minister for
Education U Ba Shwe, Mon State women'’ s team and Shan
State B men’ steamin basketball event, Deputy Minister for
SportsU AyeMyintKyu, Ayeyawady Regionwomen’ steam
and Shan State A men’s team in volleyball event, Deputy
Minister for Culture Daw Sanda Khin, Mandalay Region
women’'s and men’s teams in table tennis event and
departmental heads, prize winning teams in other sports
events.

Altogether 3064 athletes of Regions and States
participated in the competitions with sporting spirit.

MNA

Cash and kind donated to deceased and

1.6 million and Delight
Engineering Co Ltd 1
million through Director-
General of Fire Services

injured firefighters of FSD

YANGON, 2 Jan—A
ceremony to donate cash
and kind to the firefighters
whowerekilledandinjured
in the warehouse explosion
in Kutoseik Street in
Kutoseik Ward in Mingala
Taungnyunt Town-shipwas

held at Fire Services
Department (Headquarters)
inMayangon Townshiphere
this morning.

Head of Mobilization
Department of Myanmar
Women' sAffairsFederation
wife of the Deputy Minister

for Socil Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement Daw San
San Wei and Head of
National RacesDepartment
Daw Than Nwe donated
items worth K 0.3 million,
U Nay Win Hlaing-Daw
KhinHtweYi and family K

Department U Tin Moe.

On 31 December, Daw
San San Wai, presented K
0.5 million—K 0.1 million
each for five deceased
firefighters, sodid Daw Myo
Myo and Daw Khin Mya
Win cash and foodstuffs.

MNA

Two new stampsto be sold
to mark Independence Day

NAY Py1 Taw,2Jan—To
mark the 64™ Anniversary
IndependenceDay, two new
postage stamps—K 500 and
K1200 postage stamps —
will be sold by Myanma
Posts and Telecommu-
nications of Ministry of
Communications, Postsand
Telegraphs, on 4 January.

Thestampsareavailable
at Communication Stations
(post offices) across the
country. As a special

Befemfpmpefifmiftemt oy,

T ‘ p2(3).pmd

programme, date will be
inked onthestampsfor those
who buy at Nay Pyi Taw
Central Post Office, Y angon
Post Office and Mandalay
Post Office on that day.
MNA

=y

Deputy Commander of
Dalla Township Police
Force Police Inspector
Aung Than Oo held a
meeting with members
of township anti-
trafficking in persons
campaign in the
township in Yangon
Region on 15 December.
He also met village
administrators on the
next day.—KYEMON

Assistance provided to
TB patients

Baco, 2 Jan—Bago Township Maternal and Child
Welfare Association gave atalk on facts about TB disease
and treatment of DOT S at Basic Education High School in
Indagaw Station of Bago Township on 7 December.

Thechairpersonof Bago TownshipMCWA, Chairman
of Township School Health CommitteeDr KhinSu, officials
and Red Cross members donated nutritious aids to TB
patients. They also provided assistance to Htongyi Village
BEHS.—MyanmaAlin

DISTRICT NEWS

L oansdisbursed to vendors,

pony-cart drivers

THazl, 2Jan—To be able to alleviate poverty in Thazi
Township, Township Development Affairs Committee
disbursed loans to vendors and pony-cart drivers at the
office of Myoma Market in the township on 1 December.
Theexecutiveofficer of thecommitteepresentedK 7.5

million to 120 vendors and 12 pony-cart drivers.
Myanma Alin

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM



ASEAN welcomes USre-engagement in the

Belang, 2 Jan—After
years of neglect, the United
States has again made its
presence felt in the region,
even reaching out to and
building bridges with
Myanmar. And ASEAN has
welcomed  this  re-
engagement and renewed
interest.

Dr Surin Pitsuwan,
ASEAN Secretary-General,
said: “There-engagement of
the USin theregion through
ASEAN onmany issueswill
be helpful to the region.

“I think the US has also
seen that that is beneficial to
them because this is the
market, thisisthe where the
consumers are, (and) if they
wanttoexport, if they wantto
sell, thisiswherethey haveto
focus on So | think the

region
absenceof theUSinthe past
has been an anomaly.”

Dr Surin noted that
despite differences and
disagreements, both China
and ASEAN are identifying
strengths that can be
complementary to co-
operation. “We have to
develop a better integrated
market... Themorethe West
is going down in their
economic difficulties, the
more important it becomes
for us to create our own
regional market,” said Dr
Surin. On the South China
Seaissue, Dr Surin said both
China and ASEAN are
working on a more legaly
binding code of conduct.

It will serve as a
framework to prevent
accidental flare ups and

incidents. However, thereare
concerns that America's
deepening military presence
in the region might
antagonise China.

The US had recently
reached an agreement with
Australiato deploy forcesin
the country.

But Chinese analysts
have openly said that there's
no need for China to worry
about the re-engagement of
the USin the region.

They've said that even
though the US hasthewill to
contain China, it does not
have the economic means,
giventhesluggish American
economy. They've also
argued that perceptions of
US dtrategic influence are
greatly exaggerated.

Internet
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Dragonslightsareseenin
a street of Singapore's
Chinatown, on 1 Jan,
2012. Singapor€'s
Chinatown held a lightup
ceremony in preparation
for the upcoming Chinese
lunar newyear.
XINHUA

Iran hailsUSwithdrawal
fromIraq

TeHERAN, 2 Jan—Iran haswelcomed withdrawal of the
US forces from Irag, describing it a “great success and
political and security achievement” of Iragis.

Theexit of USforcesfromIragwasa" great successand

An Iranian warship launchesa missileduring Iranian
naval maneuvers dubbed Velayat 90 on the Sea of Oman,
Iran,on 1Jan, 2012.—XINHUA

political and security achievement” for the Iragi people,
government, religious scholars, the lawmakers and political
groups, Xinhua quoted the Iranian Foreign Ministry as
saying in a statement. Iran also said that it would continue
its “constructive role” in Iraq by offering its support to the
country’s development. Nearly nine years after the US-led
invasion, the US troops withdrew from Irag in December
2011 as per schedule agreed upon in asecurity pact between
the two countries—Internet

Iran testsfirst
sample of
nuclear fue
bar
“ successfully”

madeof natural uranium, the
report said.

Afteradl thepreliminary,
tests including the physical
and dimensional tests were
conducted successfully, the
nuclear fuel bar wasfedinto
the core of Teheran Res-
earch Reactor tofurther study
the performance of the
produced sample.

The performability of
the sample in the long run
will be tested in the core of
the research reactor by
exposing it to radiations,

Research Reactor uses the
nuclear fuel bar to produce
medicines for cancer
treatments—Xinhua

T ‘ p3(3).pmd

Former Colombian guerrilla
member takesofficeas

Bogota mayor

BogcoTa, 2 Jan—Former Colombian guerrilla member
Gustavo Petro took office on Sunday as Bogota mayor to
replaceClaralL opez, local Pressreported.

Petro, 51, took officeat aceremony in Bolivar Squarein
Bogota, whichwasattended by about 5,000 people, including
former officials, new cabinet members, federal government
representatives and citizens.

Inhisinauguration speech, Petro, economist and former
member of thedemobilized 19th of April Movement (M-19)
guerrillagroup, said he would not follow “a security policy
based on killing” and promised to “guarantee the lives’ of
thecitizensof the Colombian capital, where 1,500 homicides
were reported during 2011.

He said he would emphasize issues like education,
health and access to public services and would lower clean
water fees.

Petro, whose term will last until 2015, has been a
representative in the congress, senator and presidential
candidatein 2010 elections.

Xinhua

380 militantslay down arms
in Afghan’ sBadghisprovince
in 2011

KasuL, 2 Jan—About 380 anti-government militants
have laid down arms and joined the government-backed
peace process in Afghanistan’s Badghis Province, 555 km
northwest of Capital Kabul, last year, local media reported
Sunday. “ Twenty anti-government armed opposition groups
composed of 380 peoplehavegivenupfightingandlaiddown
their arms in Badghis Province over the past year,” Tolo
television quoted spy agency spokesman Lutfullah Mashal
as saying.

Several commanders were among those who handed
over their weapons to the authorities in Badghis Province,
Mashal added. According to Afghan and NATO-led forces,
more than 3,000 anti-government militants have given up
fighting and joined the government-initiated national
reconciliationand peaceprocessover thepast year inthewar-
torn country. However, the Taleban outfit fighting Afghan
andNATO-led|nternational Security AssistanceForce(ISAF)
has rejected the claim as baseless—Xinhua

Vehicles damaged in an
arson are seen on N Kingg
Road in West Hollywood,

the United States, on 1

Jan, 2012. Los Angeles
firefightersremained on

arson alert Sunday after

the Holly-wood District
celebrated the New Year
under the cloud of a
string of some 40
deliberately-set fires.
Seven new fireswere
reported overnight,
including onein an
underground parking lot
near the heart of Tinsel
Town’stourist district, the
Los AngelesFire
Department said.
XINHUA

Threeterroristscapturedby Afghan securityforcesareseen
in Herat Province, Afghanistan, on 1 Jan, 2012. Afghan
security forces captured three terrorists with explosive
deviceduringtheir operationsin Herat Province—XINHUA

Gazamilitantsfiretworocketsinto | sradl

JERUSALEM, 2 Jan—Palestinian militantsin the Gaza Strip fired two mortar rocketsinto
the Isragli territory from the enclave early Sunday, according to the army.

Thebombsfell inan open areaand therewereno reportsof damageor injury toresidents
inthearea, theIsrael Defence Forces (IDF) Spokesman’s Office said in astatement.

The Israeli Air Force had quickly responded to several such attacks in recent weeks,
hitting what the army said launching crews and related targets in the coastal enclave.

The IDF Home Front Command (HFC) plansto test out anew cellphone text message
system meant to warn individuals in a specific area of an incoming missile attack.

Thearmy saidthat thesystemwill send short messagesal ertsin Arabic, English, Hebrew,
and Russian to people in the centre of the country.

When the GPS-linked “Deer Horn” system was first unveiled in early 2011, an IDF
operations officer told Xinhua that it was capable of accurately figuring out where arocket
firedat Israel wouldland, alert the popul ationin the specific areaviamap- referenced mobile
phonenumbers, send them an aert viaSM S (short message service), and overridetelevision
and radio broadcasts to warn the public at large before the rocket hit targets.

Xinhua

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM
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Health authoritiesidentify
virusleading to Guangdong
bird flu death

SHENzHEN, 2 Jan—Health authorities in south
Guangdong Province haveidentified the type of thevirus
that led tothedeath of abusdriver, but the causeof thebird
fluremainsunclear, alocal diseasecontrol center confirmed
Monday.

Thereceptor of thevirus, ahighly pathogenic HSN1,
ispoultry, accordingtoastatement rel eased by the Shenzhen
Disease Control Centre.

Though it is highly pathogenic to human beings, the
virus can not spread among people, the center said in the
statement, adding that there is no need for Shenzhen
citizensto panic.

Genetic analysis aso indicated that the virus was
spread directly from poultry to human, according to the
statement.

A 39-year-old man surnamed Chenin Bao’ andistrict
of Shenzhenwashospitaizedfor fever on21 Decandtested
positivefor the H5N1 avian influenzavirus. Chen died of
multipleorgan failure Saturday afternoon.

Hedthauthoritiesaretryingtofigureout where Chen
acquired the virus.

TheGuangdong Department of Agricultureannounced
Saturday that no epidemic of bird flu among poultry had
been reported in the province—Xinhua

Sunbed ban ‘could prevent 1 in 4 cases of skin cancer in
under-40s

LonpboN, 2 Jan—Banning sunbed use could prevent a
quarter of casesof themost commonformof skincancerinthe
under-40s, anew research suggests. The study from doctors
at Yale University in the US revealed that indoor tanning
significantly increases the risk of basal cell carcinoma. It
foundthat sunbed usersare 69 per cent morelikely todevelop
BCC before the age of 40 than people who never use the
tanning method.

The link was strongest among women, and the risk
increasedwithyearsof sunbed use. Andthat study concluded
that avoiding sunbeds can prevent a quarter of all cases of
‘early onset’ BCC —when the disease occurs before the age
of 40. Among women, who are greater users of sunbeds, 43
per cent of cases could be avoided if sunbeds were banned.

Unlike other forms of skin cancer, such as malignant
melanoma, BCC canbeeasily treated and survival ratesstand
at 98 percent. But sincethe 1970s caseshaveincreased by 17

per cent, whichislikely to bepartly fuelled by sunbed use
and holidays abroad. And British doctors say they are
seeingincreasing numbersof youngsterswith thistypeof
cancer. InApril, under-18swerebannedfromusing sunbeds
athoughthey still remain popular and threemillionadults
use them every year. This Yale University study is the
|atest to show thedamaging effectsof sunbedsontheskin.

“Weroutinely see young women with skin cancer in
our practice,” the Daily Mail quoted Dr David J Leffell,
professor of dermatology and surgery at Y ae School of
Medicine and author of the study as saying.

“Inthepast, thiswasextremely rare. But now inmany
cases the patients acknowledge their use of tanning
parlours, and| think thisstudy confirmstheharmful nature
of thisactivity,” he noted. The study has been published
inthe Journal of the American Academy of Dermatol ogy.

Internet

Aspirin-exacer bated diseasetied

to smoke

New Y ork, 2 Jan—Adultswith aspirin-exacerbated respiratory disease
are more than three times as likely to have been exposed to secondhand
smoke as kids, US researchers say. Dr Jinny Chang of The Methodist
Hospital said about 10 percent of people with asthma and one-third of
asthmatics with chronic sinus inflammation have aspirin-exacerbated
respiratory disease. Although they might have been able to take aspirin
previously, most arenow unabletotakeit without suffering an asthmaattack
or other respiratory symptoms, Chang said. “Morethan half of USchildren
are exposed to secondhand smoke, and this study addsto the evidence that
itisahealth threat,” Chang said in a statement. “ This study showsit also

is associated with aspirin-exacerbated respiratory disease,

Thestudy included atotal of 520 people: 260 patientswho had asthma
and aspirin-exacerbated respiratory disease and their spouses, who did not
have asthma or aspirin-exacerbated respiratory disease. In the study,
comparedwiththosewithout aspirin-exacerbated respiratory disease, those

A doctor in Marseille, France, holdsa
ruptured breast implant made by French
manufacturer Poly Implant Prothese
(PIP). Britain’ shiggest cosmetic surgery
chain hasrevealed that rupture rateson
allegedly faulty implants are seven times
higher than previously thought, a report
SayS—INTERNET

withtheconditionweremorethanthreetimesaslikely tohavebeenexposed
to secondhand tobacco smoke as children and were fivetimes aslikely to _

have been exposed during childhood and adulthood.— nter net

Hyundai, Kia see dower sales growth
in 2012

Seour, 2 Jan— focusing on improving
Hyundai Motor  product quality and profits.
<005380.KS>and&ffiliate Bigger rival Toyota

Groupsince2000whenheled
auto-related firms out of the
parent Hyundai Group, then

KiaMotors<000270.KS>
aimtoboost global vehicle
salesby 6 percent thisyear
to a combined 7 million
vehicles,whichwouldmark
asdowdown for aduo that
has enjoyed double-digit
salesrisesin recent years.

The South Korean
automakers, whichtogether
rankfifthinglobal car sales,
areunableto keep upwith
demand because of
stretched production
capacity. But they have
refrained from boosting
capacity sharply, instead

Motor <7203.T> last month
forecast a20 percent jumpin
2012 sales to a record 8.48
million vehicles, as it is
recoveringfromoutputlosses
caused by natural disasters
in Japan and Thailand last
year.

“We will strengthen
quality managementwehave
continuously pursued,”
Chung Mong-koo, chairman
of Hyundai and Kia' s parent
group, saidonMonday inhis
annual speech to employees.

The 73-year-old Chung
has headed Hyundai Motor

Hyundai Motor Chairman Chung Mong-koo attends
the company’ s opening ceremony for the year in Seoul
on 3January, 2011.—REuTERS

T ‘ P4(2).pmd

South Korea's biggest
conglomerate marred by
financial troublesandabitter
family feud. The son of
Hyundai’ sfounderiscredited
with transforming the once
maker of cheap, poor-quality
vehicles into a stellar
performer, especialy during
the global economic
downturn.

Hyundai Motor Group,
South Korea’'s No 2
conglomerate, isexpected to
top Samsung Group, which
also includes Samsung
Electronics<005930.KS>,in
terms of net profit in 2011,
mediareports said, showing
how fast themotor group has
grown in the past decade.

Shares of Hyundai
Motor dropped 0.9 percent
andKiasharesfell 0.3 percent
inthewider market<.KS11>
that wasdown 0.2 percent as
of 0534 GMT on Monday.

Shares in Hyundai
Motor rose 23 percent and
Kia shares rose 32 percent
last year, far outperforming
thewider market’ s11 percent
fal —Reuters

Robert and Yvonne McGillis of Oakland choose gift wraps,

taking advantage of after-Christmas sales at a Target Storein
the Bay Fair Mall in San Leandro, California on 26 Dec,

2011 —INTERNET

Indian gov't allowsforeignersto directly invest

in socks

New DEeLHI, 2 Jan—
Indian government has
alowed foreign nationals,
including overseas in-
dividuals, toinvestdirectlyin
Indian stock markets, local
mediareported Monday. “As
anextlogica step, it hasnow
beendecidedtodlowquaified
foreign investors (QFls) to
directly invest in the Indian
equity marketinordertowiden
the class of investors, attract
moreforeignfundsandreduce
marketvolatility andtodeepen
thelndianCapital market,” the
Finance Ministry said in a

statement on Sunday. Earlier,
foreigners were alowed to
invest only in mutual fund
schemes.

By alowing QFls, the
government isopening anew
avenueforinvestment, earlier
controlled by foreign
institutional  investors.
Foreign nationals, who
wanted to invest in Indian
stock markets, earlier came
through the sub-account
route, local daily TheTimesof
India reported. “In this
arrangement, alarge number
of QudifiedForeigninvestors,
in particular, a large set of
diversifiedindividual foreign

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM

nationalswho are desirous
ofinvestinginIndianequity
market do not have direct
access to Indian equity
market. In the absence of
availability of direct route,
many QFIsfinddifficulties
in investing in the Indian
equity market,” theFinance
Ministry was quoted as
saying.

The move came at a
time when foreign
ingtitutional investors are
withdrawing from Indian
equity markets due to
problemsintheir domestic
markets, thereport said.

Xinhua
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DPRK's top papers glorify
2012 with leadership of

Kim Jong Un

Pvongyang, 2 Jan—The Democratic People’s|
Repubilc  of Korea’'s  “Rodongsinmun”,
“ Josoninmimgun” , “ Chongnyonjonwi” top newspapers,
published aNew Y ear Joint Editorial titled “ Glorify This|
Year2012asaY ear of ProudVictory,aY ear WhenanEra)
of Prosperity IsUnfolding, Trueto the Instructionsof the
Great General KimJong 11”.

Summary of the joint editorial is asfollows;

Having seenout theyear 2011inbitter tearsof blood,
the service personnel and peopleof Koreaarenow seeing
in the new year Juche 101 (2012).

Now our service personnel and people, turning the|
great sorrow into one-thousand-fol d strength and courage,
are embarking on a grand march towards the goal of
achieving prosperity in the new century of the Juche era,
followingtheleadershipof their supremeleader Kim Jong
un.

Aslong astherearethe Party, army and state, which
Kim Jong I developed to be invincible, aslong as Kim
Jong Un, successor to the revolutionary cause of Juche,
leads us sagaciously and as long as there is an excellent
people who support their leaders faithfully through
generations, the cause of building a thriving country is|
suretoemergevictorious-thisisanirontruthinscribedin
our hearts as we set out on afresh march.

Thisyear, Juche 101 (2012), is the year when Kim|
Jong I’ splanfor achieving prosperity will bear abrilliant
fruit, and the year of agrand march, when anew century
of Kim Il Sung’'sKoreabegins.

Themarchin the new century of the Juche eraisthe
continuation of therevolutionary march that started upon|
Mt Paektu. Steadfast isthe will of our service personnel
and people to adorn our revolution, pioneered by Kim 1
Sung and whosevictory after victory they won following|
KimJong I, with eternal victory following theleadership
of KimJongUn.

We must develop our single-hearted unity without|
interruptioninto the solidest onewhichiscarried forward
generation after generation. Kim Jong Un, the supreme|
leader of our Party and our peopl e, isthebanner of victory
and glory of Songun Korea and the eternal centre of its|
unity. The dear respected Kim Jong Un is precisely the,
great KimJongIl. ThewholeParty, theentirearmy andall
the people should possessafirm conviction that they will
becomehuman bulwarksand human shieldsin defending
Kim Jong Un unto death, and follow the great Party for
ever. We must become true persons who keep pace with
their leader and histrue comradeswho work untiringly toj
creditably realize his intentions however hard the times
are.

We must thoroughly carry out the instructions on|
national reunificationof Kim1l SungandKimJongll,who
arerevered as the eternal sun of our nation.

The reunification of the country was the lifelong
desire of the great persons of Mt Pagktu and the greatest|
national task assigned to our generation.

As solid foundations have been laid for national
reunification and the whole of 70 million Korean people|
are burning with patriotic zeal, thelong-cherished desire|
of thenationwill bematerialized without fail beforelong.

Last year, proceeding from a patriotic intention to
open a new phase for reunification and prosperity, we|
proposed wide-ranging talks and negotiations to the|
south Korean authorities, and made consistent efforts to
realizethem. Thedevel opmentsof lastyear reaffirmedthe)
truth of history that our nation’s will for independent
reunification, peace and prosperity can be broken by no
force and the anti-reunification forces will surely be|
defeated.

Thisyear marksthefifthanniversary of thepublication|
of the 4October Declaration, theaction programmeof the
15 June Joint Declaration.

AsKimJongUn, apeerlessly brilliant commander, is
leading our revolution in the van and the powerful
revolutionary army and people united single-heartedly
support faithfully their guide, the Workers' Party of
Korea, therevolutionary cause of Jucheissureto emerge|
victorious.

MNA/KCNA

Stephen Hawking seekshelp
to makevoice heard

Lonpon, 2Jan—Canyou
help make Stephen
Hawking's voice heard?

The famed British
physicist is seeking an
assistant to help develop and
maintain the electronic
speech system that alows
him to communicate his
vision of the universe. An
informal job ad posted to the
famed physicist's website
said the assistant should be
computer literate, ready to
travel, and able to repair
electronic devices “with no
instruction manual or
technical support.”

Hawking has long
struggled against amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, a
diseasewhichlefthimamost
completely para-lyzed. He
lost his real voice in a
tracheotomy in 1985, but a
wheelchair-mounted
computer helps synthesize
speech by interpreting the
twitches of his face. The
synthesizer’'s robotic

Science

monotone has become
nearly as famous as
Hawking himself, but the
computer — powered by
batteries fastened to the

back of Hawking's
wheelchair —isn't just for
speaking.

It can connect to the
Internet over cell phone
networks and a universal
infrared remote enablesthe
physicist to switch on the
lights, watch television, or
open doors either at home
or at the office. It's a
complicated, tailor-made
system, as the ad makes
clear. A photograph of the
back of Hawking’'s
wheelchair, loaded with
coiled wires and electronic
equipment, is pictured
under the words: “Could
you maintain this?’

“Ifyouransweris'yes/’
we dliketohear fromyou!”
thewebsitesays. Hawking's
website says that the job's
salary is expected to be
about 25,000 pounds
($38,500) ayear.—Xinhua

In this 18 March,
2005, file photo, a
developing tassel sits
atop a genetically
modified corn plant in
agreenhouse at lowa
State University in
Ames, lowa. So-called
Bt corn, genetically
engineered to make
its own insecticide,
may be losing its
distinctive ability to
kill pests _ a possible
result of careless
farming practices that
could giverise to
resistant bugs and
threaten thefuture of
oneof thenation's
most widely planted
Crops—I NTERNET

Chineseicebreaker arrives at
Antarctica’s Changcheng

Station

ABOARD XUELONG, 2 Jan—Theicebreaker Xuelong, or
“Snow Dragon,” arrived Sunday at theroadstead off China's
Changcheng station during the country’s 28th scientific
expeditionto Antarctica. TheA-2 classicebreaker, capable
of breaking 1.2 metre-thick ice, hascovered 4,330 nautical
miles (8,019 km) since leaving another Chinese Antarctic
research station, Zhongshan, 16 days ago.—Xinhua

Greying Singapor e taps
robots, gamesin rehab

SINGAPORE, 2 Jan—Six monthsago, Singaporeanretiree
Soon Eng Sam, 70, suffered a stroke that paralysed the | eft
sideof hisbody. Bedriddenfor threemonths, hehasregained
somelimbfunctionsontheaffected sidethroughconventional
physical therapy but now hopesto hasten his recovery with
thehelp of new gadgets designed to makerehabilitation fun.
“This therapy is not so boring, not so painful as physica
therapy, becausethemachineisassistingmetomovemy arm
up and down and laterally,” he said after arecent hour-long
session with the“Armeo” robotic arm.

A therapist had to tell Soon to slow down asthe former
civil servant enthusiastically used his left hand, partly
supported by therobotic arm, to catch virtua water droplets
withateacup onacolour monitor. Themachineisamong the
high-tech exercise stations now being used at the Centrefor
Advanced Rehabilitation Therapeutics (CART), described
by itsadministratorsasthe most advanced facility of itskind
inAsia

Medical authoritiesare deploying thelatest technology
asfast-greying Singapore preparesfor a“silver tsunami” of
elderly people as aresult of longer life spans and low birth
rates. Intwodecades, anestimated 20 percent of thepopul ation
will be65 yearsor older, compared to 9.3 percent at present.

To better prepare themselves for the demographic
explosion, hospitalsin the affluent city-state of five million
people are using the | atest available technology to augment
its limited pool of health personnel.—Internet

Hospitalsin
Sigapore, an
affluent city-
state of five
million
people, are
usingthe
latest
available
technology to
augment its
limited pool of
health
personnel.
INTERNET

In this photo a model plays a game on Sony’s new
tablet computer Tablet Sduring alaunch eventin
Tokyo. The Tablet S stands out a little bit from the pack
by including an infrared emitter, which makesit usable
asalarge universal remote control. It also plays some
PlayStation games.—I NTERNET

Sony Tablet Spricesdashed
by $100 to kick off the new

Tokyo, 2 Jan—Sony isknocking$1000off thepriceof its
Tablet S, asyou can seein the company’ sonline store, with
pricesnow falling at $399 for the 16 GB model and $499 for
the 32 GB. The Android-powered tablets launched in
September, but the holidays are now behind usand Sony is
probably looking to makeitsnew tech alittlemoreattractive
to shoppersin the new year.

Notethat thepricedropisalsoineffect at Newegg.com.
The online electronics retailer was originaly running a
New Y ear’ sDay promotion that bundled a16 GB Tablet S
with 1TB GoFlex hard drivefor $449.99. Thepricefor that
same bundle now sits at $399.99.

The Tablet S sports a 9.4-inch screen and runs on
Honeycomb. It's packing a Tegra 2 CPU and 1GB of
memory, plusa5.0M Prear cameraanda0.3MPinthefront.
Notabadtablet tohaveaccordingtoreviewssofar, but early
adopters have got to be alittle rankled over such a quick
turnaround on the price. Then again, Sony dropped the
price‘temporarily’ by $50 in mid-December. Maybethere
aren’t enough early adopters out there to begin with.

Internet

Technology |
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Indian PM promises to continue act
againg corruption in coming year

“But | do believe they are trans-

formational initiatives, which will be
recognized assuchafew yearsdowntheline,”

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

New DeLHi, 2 Jan—Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh Saturday called
ontheIndiansto be patient for theresults of
hiseffortsto fight corruption, and promised
towork for thelivelihood of ordinary people
as his priority in the coming year.

“Theseinitiatives (to fight corruption)
will taketimetohavetheir full effectandwe
must thereforebepatient,” theprimeminister,
whois 79-year-old, saidin hisNew Year's

address to the nation.

he added.

He said he personaly will work to
“provide an honest and more efficient
government, amore productive, competitive
and robust economy and amoreequitableand
just socia and politica order.”

Thegovernment hasintroduced the anti-
graft Lokpal (Ombudsman) bill to the
Parliament thisweek. WhiletheL ower House
of the Parliament has endorsed it, the Upper
House has yet to give its approval due to
differences with the opposition over the bill.

India has seen an unprecedented
movement of protests against corruption in
the passing year.

security.

Singhalsosaidtherewerefivechalenges
hewouldliketoaddressin2012—livelihood
security, (covering education, food, health
and employment), economic security, energy
security, ecological security and national

“In addressing each of these five
challengeswemust work together asanation,
while working with like-minded nations
aroundtheworld. | assureyouthat | will work
with al the energy at my command to ensure
that we meet each of these challenges and

overcome them,” he said.—Xinhua

ChinesePresident deliversNew Y ear
address, stresseswor ld peace, development

BelinG, 2Jan—InaNew
Y ear’ saddressbroadcast on
Saturday, ChinesePresident
Hu Jintao vowed that China
will continue to develop
friendly exchanges with
other countries and
positively participate in
international cooperationon
global issues. While
addressing domestic and
overseas audiences via state
TV and radio broadcasters,
Hu urged the accel eration of
the transformation of the
country’s economic
development pattern and
structural adjustments while
making more efforts in
ensuringpeopl€ slivelihood.

The country will
continue to balance
maintaining steady and
relatively fast economic
growth with adjusting its
economic structures and
managing inflation
expectations, he said in the
speech titled “Jointly
Improve World Peace and
Development,” which was

broadcast by China Radio
International, ChinaNational
Radio and China Central
Television.

China will stick to the
guidelines of “one country,
two systems,” “Hong Kong
people governing Hong
Kong,” “Macao people
governing Maceao,” and a
high degree of autonomy in
maintaining the long-term
prosperity and stability of
Hong Kong and Macao, Hu

A photo released
on 31 Dec, 2011
showsChinese
PresidentHu
Jintao delivering a
New Year address,
titled “ Jointly
Improve World
Peaceand
Development”, to
domestic and
overseas audiences
via state TV and
radio broadcasters.
XINHUA

said. “We will adhereto the
principles of ‘peaceful
reunification’ and ‘one
country, two systems,’
continueto push forwardthe
peaceful development of
cross-Strait relations, ensure
thebasicbenefitsfor thoseof
the Chinese nationality, and
endlessly work for the
common benefit of the
compatriots on both sides of
the Strait,” hesaid.
Xinhua

Putin says Russia in
stability, wishes all success
In new year

Moscow, 2 Jan—
Russian Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin on Saturday
said that Russia“isanisland
of stability” amid the global
financial turmoil and wished
all asuccessful new year.

“Indeed, the world
economy hasnot beenstable.
In this sense, Russia is an
island of stability toacertain
extent,” Putin told reporters
on the new year’s eve.

He stressed that Russia
has made a successful
recovery from the global
financia crisisandovercame

its aftermaths, which, in
Putin’ swords, gaveRussians
confidence that “next year
will also be successful.”

The prime minister also
noted that thecoming year is
the “Year of the Dragon”
according to the “oriental
calendar.”

The year of the dragon
has meant good luck for
Russiainthepast, Putin said.
“(1) Hope this time that
Dragonwill bringluck, well-
being and prosperity to each
Russian family andtoall our
citizens,” Putin said.

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin

Addressing the recent
parliamentary electionsheld
on 4 Dec and the upcoming
presidential election on 4
March, Putinsaidthatinsuch
times everything is
somewhat unsteady and
turbulent. “But this is the
inevitablecost of democracy.
There is nothing unusual
here,” Putin stressed.

Following the 4 Dec
election, Russia has been
marred by mass protests
against alleged vote frauds,
in which the ruling United
Russia party, led by Putin,
gained 238 out of 450 seats
and kept an absolute
majority in the new State
Duma, or thelower house of
parliament.—Xinhua

China launches
3D TV on New

Year’s Day

Beling, 2 Jan—China
hasmarkedtheNew Y earwith
the start of 3D TV service.
Afteratria run,the3D TV will
beofficialy putintooperation
during Spring Festival laterin
January.

Thefirst stetions for the
3D trid are China Central
Television, Beljing Televi-
sion, Tianjing Broadcasting
TV, Jangsu TV and Shen-
zhenTV. 3D programmeswill
beoffereddailyfrom10:30am
tomidnight. Theprogrammes
include animation, sports,
documentaries, TV drameas,
entertainment and live
broadcasting of big events,
such as CCTV New Year's
Gala and the London 2012
OlympicGames—Xinhua

T ‘ P6(3).pmd

A marching band from the
University of South
Dakota of the United
States takes part in the
annual New Year’sDay
paradein central London,
Britain, on 1Jan, 2012.
More than 8,000
performers attended the
annual parade which was
estimated to have
attracted over 500,000
spectators—XINHUA

Kim Jong Un inspects KPA on new year’s day

PronGyANG, 2 Jan—L eader of theDemocratic Peopl €' sRepublicof Korea(DPRK), Kim
JongUn, marked New Y ear’ sday withavisittoaK orean People’ sArmy (KPA) tank division
on Sunday, the official KCNA news agency reported.

Kim, supremecommander of theK PA and supremel eader of theWorkers' Party of Korea
(WPK), stateand Army, said the Seoul Ryu Kyong Su 105 Guards Tank Divisionwastheunit

that late DPRK leadersKim Il Sung and Kim Jong I had inspected themost, according to the
report. He expected the division would becomethe Army’ smost powerful unit, expressing
hishopethat it would strengthen training and beready tofight any time. ThiswasKim' sfirst
KPA inspection since he assumed its top role.

The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the WPK proclaimed on December
30that Kim had assumed thesupremeK PA commandership“ at thebehest” of | ateleader Kim
Jong Il on 8 October, 2011. — MNA/Xinhua

Sarkozy says debt crisis not over

Paris, 2 Jan—French
President Nicolas Sarkozy
saidSaturday inhisNew Y ear
greetings that the spiralling
debt crisis is not finished,
urging more work to boost
growth and competitiveness.

“This unprecedented
crisis, probably theworstsince
the Second World War isnot
over yet but there arereasons
for hopeand wemust, wecan
keep confidenceinthefuture.
2012will betheyear of al the

risks but also of hopes,” the
French president said.
“Theproblemisnot that
of anew packageof spending
cuts for the coming year.
What should be done has
been done by the
government. Now we need
towork primarily for growth,
for competitiveness, for the
re-industrialization which
will enable usto create jobs
and purchasing power,” he
added.—Xinhua

French President Nicolas Sarkozy

Militants demand ransom for
Australian hostage in S Philippines

CotaBaTo, 2 Jan—Militants demanded ransom in
exchange for the freedom of their Australian hostage in the
restive southern Philippines, police said on Monday.

Felicisimo Khu, chief Director for Integrated Police
Operations, said gunmen holding Warren Richard Rodwell
demanded at least 1 million pesos (22,831 US dollars)
ransom money. Khu said the demand was relayed to the
victim’ sFilipinawife. Roduel was seized on 5 Dec from his
housein Green Meadows Subdivision, Upper Pangi Village
in Ipil Town. Hewaslast seen along with his captorsin the
province of Basilan. The Australian government has since
warned their citizensfrom travelling to southern Philippines

due to the abduction.

Basilan is a known bailiwick of the Abu Sayyaf, a
militant group founded in the 1990s and has perpetrated a
number of high-profileattacks, includingkidnapping, bombing
and beheading. The Philippine military estimatesthe group,
which haslinkswith external terrorist organizations such as
al-Qaeda, at lessthan 400 members—Xinhua

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM



Mid-year Myanma Gems
Emporium goeson

NAY Py1 Taw, 2Jan—Mid-year Myanma
GemsEmporium 2011 organized by Central
committee for Organizing Myanma Gems
Emporium continued for 9" day today at
Mani Y adanaHall here, attended by Union
Mines Minister U Thein Htaik.

Local and foreign gems merchants
purchased jade lots through competitive
biding system and items of jewellery from

buyers.

jewellery shopsaswell.

Secretary of the central committee
Managing Director of Myanma Gems
Enterprise U Thein Swe and personnel
supervised the sale for the convenience of

29 jade lots were sold out today and
82501 otssofar intheemporiumwhichends
tomorrow.—MNA
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NAY Pyi Taw, 2 Jan—A
ceremony toconvey Buddha
Tooth Relic which was
present herefor 48days, from
Mandalay to the People’s
Republic of China took
place at Mandalay on 24
December. A conveyance
team comprising Union

Union Civil Service Board Chairman U Kyaw Thu addressed concluding ceremony of refresher
course No (44) for basic education teachers at Central Institute of Civil Service (Upper Myanmar)
on 31 December. He tasked the basic education teachers to succeed in literacy. The course was
completed by 1500 basic education teachers.(News Reported)—wmna

Hotelsand Tourism Ministry
organizes masswalk and
sportsactivities

NAay Pyi Taw, 2 Jan—
Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism organized mass
walk and sports activities
yesterday morning,
participated by Deputy
Minister U Htay Aung.

minister, director-general,
office head and staff took
partintheactivity, followed
by the finals of Sepak
Takraw (men) and men’ sand
women’s volleyball
tournaments. The deputy

Untimely Rainfall Warning

NAY Pvi Taw, 2 Jan—According totheobservations
at (12:30) hrs MST today, due to the convergence of
warm air from Southwest and cold air from Northwest
towards Myanmar, rain or thundershowers are likely to
be isolated in Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway, Bago,
Y angon, Ayeyawady and Taninthayi regionsand Kachin,
Shan, Chin and Rakhine states within next (48) hours
commencing noon today, announced the Department of
Meteorology and Hydrology.

MNA

toChina

Minister for Religious
Affairs Thura U Myint
Maung, Myanmar
Ambassador to PRC U Tin
Qo, Director-General U
Khaing Aung of Department
for  Promotion and
Propagation of Sasana,
Acting Director-General U
ThaAungNyunt of Consular
and Legal Affairs
Department and officials
fromMinistriesof Religious
Affairs, Home Affairs and
Information conveyed it.

The following day,
Myanmar delegation led by
Union Minister Thura U
Myint Maung held a frank
discussiononmattersrel ated
to culture and religious
affairs between the two
countries and promotion
and propagation of
Theravada Buddhism with
Chinese People’s Political
Con-sultative Conference
Mr Du Qing Lin, at CPPCC
Head Office in Beijing.

In the afternoon, the
UnionMinister met Minister

BuddhaT ooth Relicconveyed

of ChineseReligiousAffairs
Bureau and party at Beijing
Hall in Beijing Hotel, and
Minister of Chinese
Religious Affairs Bureau
hosted adinner to Myanmar
delegation.

On 26 December,
Myanmar delegationvisited
the World's fourth highest
building Oriental Pearl
Building and Oriental Pearl
Museum.

They paid homage to
Buddha Image at Jade
Buddha Image Monastery
and then visited 2010 Expo
Botanical Garden.

On 27 December, they
visited site for construction
of thereplicaof Shwedagon
Pagoda in Hunan Province
and Longmen Buddhist
CaveTemples. Thenextday,
they processed to Xi’an in
Shanxi Province by train,
visited Terra-CottaM useum
and paid homage to Buddha
images.They arrivedhereon
29 December.

MNA

[ Fire drill exercised )

KyalkTo, 2Jan—MyanmaTimber Enterpriseunder the
Ministry of Environmental Conservation and Forestry

organizedthefiredrill asfirepreventivemeasuresat No. 81
Saw Mill in Kyaikto on 19 December.

Under supervision of thetownshiplevel officias, staff
andworkersof themill and member of firebrigadepractised
firedrill.

Township IPRD

minister awarded the
winning teams—MNA

About 200 walkers
including the deputy

Shan State Minister callsfor
environmental conservation
campaigns

NAY Pyi Taw, 2 Jan—Shan State Minister for Forestry
and Mines U Sai Aibao met responsible persons of
environmental conservation committee and social
organization at Lashio District General Administration
Department on 30 December, 2011. He called for
environmental conservation campaigns in Shan State and
attended to the needs.—MNA

Fukushima hospitalsface
financial criss

FukusHiMA, (Japan), 2 Jan—Hospital sinJgpan’ sFukushima
prefecture havereported financial straininthewakeof Tokyo
Electric Power Co's Fukushima No 1 nuclear power plant
disaster. The prefecture’s hospital association, to which 90
percent of itshospital sbel ong, estimated themedical facilities
combinedlosseswould reach at |east $164 million for thefirst
year after the March nuclear crisis, The Yomiuri Shimbun
reported Thursday. The hospitals demanded Tepco pay
compensation for the first six months following the disaster.
They received about 70 percent of their request, though
retirement bonusesfor doctorsand other expenses, suchasthe
cost of medicine, where not covered.

Dueto financial shortfals, hospitals have been forced to
reduce staff and cut services.

“Many of the hospitals had to limit the number of
inpatientsthey accept dueto the declining number of medical
staff,” saidKazuhiraM aehara, head of theprefecture’ shospital
association. “ Compensation payments didn’t start until nine
monthsafter the accident. Unlesssomethingisdone, it will be
along time before hospitals [in the prefecture] can resume
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District News

Baby show and best mother
contests held

Y ANGON, 2 Jan—Y angon West District Maternal and
Child Welfare Supervisory Committee organi zed the baby
show and best mother conteststo mark the64™ Anniversary
Independence Day at Yangon West General Hospita in
Kyimyindine Township on 29 December.

The deputy commissioner accepted cash donations
fromwellwishers.

The Chairperson of District MCWSC and officials

awarded the prize winners—Myanma Alin

Badic first-aid cour se concludes

NyAunGsHwe, 2 Jan—The basic first-aid course
concluded at Basic Education High School branch in
Nyaungshwe on 30 December morning.

Township authorities presented prizes to the
outstanding trainees. The one-week course was attended
by 43 trainees—Township |PRD

Rural health branch opened

Kyonpyaw, 2 Jan—A rural health branch was opened
in Tawchaung Village of Kyonpyaw Township on 25
December.

Township level officials explained the purpose of
openingthebranch. Head of Township Health Department
Dr Toe Maung, Chairperson of Township MCWA Daw
Kyi Kyi Win and village administrator Mahn Kyi Win
formally openedtherural health branch.—Township| PRD

operation.”

OnodaHospital inMinami-Somareported thenumber of
doctorsdropped from eight to six, whilethe number of nurses
working in the hospital decreased from 80to 46. The hospital
aso said it was forced to close its inpatient wards, which
reduced itsrevenuesto one-third of pre-crisislevels, Yomiuri
Shimbun said.“We don’'t know how long we'll be able to
continueoperatingunder thecurrent circumstances,” ahospital
administrator said.

Internet

Two killed in C Philippines

grenade attack

ManiLa, 2 Jan—Two people were killed in grenade
attack on Sunday inthecentral PhilippineProvinceof Capiz,
state police said on Monday. The victims, Nerissa Lavado
and eight month pregnant Ritchele Marquez, were sleeping
inside their house when a grenade was lobbed by unknown
men at their homein Libo-on villagein Mabusao Town, said
local police investigator Edwin Javedra—Xinhua

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM
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Hailingthe64'" Anniver sary | ndependenceDay

A new nation with new strength

YANGY! AUNG

“A new nation with new
strength

This era going down into
the annals

Opening a new chapter in
theyear 2012"

Theyear 2011 hascome
to an end with changes and
developmentspluspleasure
and refreshment. The
auspicious occasion of
the 64" Anniversary
Independence Day, which
falson 4 January, 2012, is
the newest archway of an
erain history.

The year 2011 is a
trangition period from the
olderatothenew one. Over
the past 60 years after
Myanmar regained her
independence, there has
been no other year as
significant as2011 that was
filled with remarkable
changes and political
developments. That is a
great surprise not only for
the Myanmar people but
asofor thewholeworld.

For those analysts,
they will be ableto makeit
clearthat sincetakingoffice
in 2011, Myanmar’'s new
government has been
implementing its future
policy plansand objectives
earnestly as it has earlier
promised.

Inreality, changesand
developments have
surprisingly emergedduring
the short period beginning

30 March 2011 when the
new government initiated
adopting andimplementing
policy programmesandwork
plans suitable for time and
circumstances for
emergence of a peaceful,
modern developed
democratic nation.

\___ Out of a series of

President U Thein Sein poses with heads of State/Government of ASEAN member countries, China, Japan, Korea, India,
America, representatives of New Zealand and Russia at East Asia Summit in Bali of Indonesia.—mna

changesthat occurred during
theperiod of notmorethan 10
months, | wouldliketopresent
political reforms, the most
important part of the said
changes.
Thedrivefor turning point
Most of international
observers were taken aback
by the fact that Myanmar,
which had been ruled by an
authoritarian Tatmadaw
government in its political
sector, has started practising
democracy after holding
elections and electing a new
government within years or
months.

and Development Council
made to build up a new
democratic nation by
adopting the seven-point
State road map.

The then government
builtnotonly political butalso
economic and social
foundations for the
emergence of a new
democratic nation.

In comparison with
tragedies, instability and
bloodshed of imported
democracies like Irag and
Afghanistan and of the
nations of the Arab Spring
such as Egypt, Libya, Syria

In that regard,
questions were flooding in
about the reason why the
political system had
changed  drastically.
Indeed, such a sudden
political change is not
accidental. It is the results
of thereformsthe Tatmadaw
government of State Peace

Y emen and Bahrain staging
a revolutionary wave of
protests to bring down their
governments in their efforts
for democratic change, we
mustrecognizethemovesand
goodwill attitude of the
Tatmadaw governmentforits
drive to change the country

toacertaindegreeinapeaceful

and stable way.
Prioritization of national
reconciliation

The most popular and
internationally recognized
move the new government
madeinthenine-monthperiod
ismutual understanding and
trust built during a meeting
between President U Thein
Sein and Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi.

During the period from
25-7-2011t012-8-2011, Union
Minister U AungKyi andDaw
Aung San Suu Kyi met three
times. The discussion held
between the President and

Leaders of GMS member countries at 4th GMS Summit hosted by Myanmar.—wmna

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on
19-8-2011 was a success
achievedinashorttimeandit
went on the record as a both
internally and internationally
unexpected issue.

As the saying goes by
“Genuine goodwill reflects’,
theunanimousdecisionof the
National League for

Democracy ledby Daw Aung
SanSuuKyi tore-register asa
political party in order to
stand for the by-election is
another significant success
due to the fact that mutual
understanding and trust
could have been built with
genuinegoodwill.

The commutation of
prison sentences and
granting of general amnesty
two times for national
prisoners are another
significant action the
government took in its
national reconciliation
efforts. Released prisoners
will be able to contribute
towards nation-building
tasks by doing their bit in
respective sectors, politics,
economy or social affairs.
Relentless efforts for
national solidarity

When it comes to
national consolidation, the
government’s perspective
and policy programmes are
open and transparent. In
accord with the instructions
included in the speech made
by the President at the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on 30-
3-2011, peace talks and
negotiations were held with
aboveground and under-
groundarmedgroupsthat had
not been accepted the
congtitution so as to make
eterna peace. Thepeacetal ks
wereheldafter apeace-making
group had been formed with
HIuttaw representativeswho
arefamiliarwiththeareasand
massesof respectivenationa
races and ministers at state
and union levels.

Planshavebeenmadeto
hold peace talks and
negotiationsat threelevels—
state, Unionand Hluttaw. At
state level, initial agreement
isto bereached for ceasefire
agreement and future

programmes of peace talks
and at Union level,
coordination, negotiations
and solutions are to be
sought politicaly.

After seekingapproval
from individual groups at
Union level, discussions
will be held at the Hluttaw
to seek common ground by
inviting various national
race armed groups. The
constitution will be
amended if required.
Finally, a complete
agreement will beofficially
signed in the Hluttaw for
eternal peace. National race
organizationswill havethe
chance to transform
themselves into political
parties as they wish.

Inthisregard, contacts
weremadewith 10 national
racearmedgroupswhichhad
yet to make peace with the
government and peacetalks
have been held with all the
armed groups, except the
Kachingroup. And success
has been achieved to a
certain extent and initial
peace agreement has been
reached at state level with
about four groups. Peace
talks with Kalohtobaw
Group (Former DKBA) and
Special Region (4) Group
have reached Union level.
Asthe peace talks with the
remaining groups are
gainingmomentum, thehilly
regions to the east of
Myanmar are beginning to
hear pleasant voices of
peace doves in place of
sounds of gunfire.

Withtheprevalenceof
regional peaceand stability,
steps are being taken in
accordwiththeinstructions
included in the President’s
speech to establish
industrial zonesand special

(see page 9) )
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(from page 8)
socio-economic life of
local people. Such

measures are being taken
practically, not on paper.
But it is natural that
everything cannot be
perfect. Parts of Kachin
State are still noisy with
sounds of gunfire. The
government on its part is
offering peace talks with
kind patience and Union
Spirit. ThePresident halted
the Myitsone hydropower
project on 30-9-2011 in
accordance with thedesire
of the Myanmar people,
including the mass of
Kachin.On10-12-2011, he
directed the units and
regiments of the Myanmar
Tatmadaw not to launch
offensive except for self-
defence. Besides, the
government, international
organizations and social
organizations provided
food, medicine and other
humanitarian aids for
refugees who evacuated to
thegovernment-controlled
areas as well as for local
refugees who were in the
other armed group-
operatedarea. Itistherefore
hoped that sooner or later,
the other side will
understand and response
tothepeaceofferingsbeing
made with goodwill and
kind patience based on
Union Spirit.
Towards clean govern-
ment and good
governance
“Theimportant duty of
the new government is to

(A new nation...

strivefor emergenceof clean
government and good
governance,” said the
President tothemembersof
the Union Government on
30-3-2011. In this context,
the tasks must have
transparency and
accountability and be in
conformity with the
constitution and existing
laws. In addition, they must
be effective and efficient
paying respect for public
desires and ensuring all-
inclusiveness, the President
also noted.

The government’s
second work programmeis
the  flourishing  of
democracy. Now, Myanmar
has had a constitution
fundamental to building a
democraticnation. Thethree
legislative, executive and
judicial pillarsemergingfrom

the constitution have come
into operation with check
and balance.

As to the matter of
transparency, open tender
systemisbeing practisedin
the departments dealing
with trading whileactionis
being taken against bribery
and corruption for ensuring
aclean government.

With regard to
respectingthepublicdesire,
the most significant and
popular issue is the halting
of Myitsone hydro-power
project.

As for democratic
practices, the formation of
National Human Rights
Commission to protect the
rights of the citizens
enshrined in the
constitution is indeed a
noteworthy act of the
government. Out of the 10
ASEAN member nations,
thereareonly fivecountries

64" Anniversary | ndependence

Day Objectives

*All the national people to live together in the Union

forever in weal or woe

*All the national people to collectively strive for non-
disntegration of the Union, non-disintegration of

national solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty

* All thenational peopleto harmoniousy makeall-out
effortsfor development of socio-economic life of the
people, reducingof poverty rateand ensuringthefirm

and clean executive pillar in building up a modern
developed democratic new nation

* All the national people to conscioudy cooperate in
promating genuinedemocr atic practiceand ensuring
therule of law, national reconsolidation and eternal

peace.

J

President U Thein Sein and Chinese President Mr Hu Jintao taking salute of Guard of Honour of China.

Hailingthe 64" Anniversary

\Pr%ident U Thein Sein met Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on 19-8-2011.

which have human rights watch groups.
Among them, National Human Rights
Commissionof Myanmar isanorganization
of international standard formed with the
Parisfundamental principles.

As the three powers of the
constitution are in force, legislative
Hluttaws have been able to widen the
scope of their knowledge and experience
and work more actively in the Hluttaw
sessions. In changing a new system and
new era, aprimary work plan isto make
reformsinlawsand proceduresinparallel
withthepresenttime. Out of over 800 laws
inMyanmar, about half wasinherited from
thecolonial eraand somewereprescribed
intheBritish-Indiacolonial erabeforethe
entire country had been forced into
enslavement. So, itisthetremendousduty
of thelegislativebody to abolish or amend
the old laws and to pass necessary new
ones. Itisdifficultfor alaw tobeamended
after being promulgated. Amending of
lawsneedsthorough decisionandistime-
consuming. Hence, 15 casesfor abolishing,
amending and passing lawscould only be
carried out at the two previous Hluttaw
sessions.

Nonetheless, new laws such as
freedom of peaceful expression law and
labour union law could have been
successfully passedinashorttimeandwe
must recognize that these are the
significant legislative tasks.

Tobecontinued
(Trangation: ST)

I ndependence Day

High in sky the national flag

It wasthe 4" of January
A day shrouded in mist
And 1948 wasthe year
Anewerainsight

All in ashining moment

*  Celebratingindependenceheartily
Nationalitiesof the Union
Rising proudly wasthe national flag
High abovein sky it wasfluttering
Allin honour of our nation

*  Nationalitiestheoffspring of Myanmar
Enslaved they werefor over 100 years
Evil legacy colonialism had left behind
But strength and unity they consolidated
And fought back colonialistsfor
independence
Never had they yielded to occupiers
Wave after wave of battlesfor liberty
All in unity roaring to victory
And all along the 64 years
They’ve been alwaysin harmony
Longlive our independence

Hnin Maung (Zigon) (Trs)

J
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Four killed, dozensinjuredasblast hitsNE Kenya

GaRIssA, 2 Jan—Atleast
four people were killed and
dozens of others seriously
injured when a nightclub
came under a hand grenade
attack here in northeastern
Kenya early Sunday.

Leo Nyongesa, northe-
astern provincial police
officer, confirmedtheincident
in Garissa, a town near the
Kenya-Somalia border,
saying that “the police have
launched investigations to
establish the motive behind
theattack, but sofar noarrests
have been made.”

Hesaidthat thedeceased

included amilitary officer, a
policemanandtwocivilians,
adding that the injured have
been sent to alocal hospital
and the number of casualties
may rise.

Eyewitnesses said
unknown attackers drove to
the nightclub in a taxi and
hurled the hand grenade in
the pub where people were
having New Year celebra-
tions.

The country’s security
agencies are on an
unprecedented alert amid
latest reportsthat Ilamist Al-
Shabaab militia have

planned attacks against
KenyaandUSinterestsinthe
country.

Kenyan forces are
hunting down the Al-
Shabaab militants inside
Somalia to stop further
incursions into Kenya.

In the last few weeks,
Kenyasufferedincursionsby
the Al-Shabaab militiafrom
neighbouring Somalia, with
heavy fightingsreported near
theborder Townof Mandera,
as well as in the northern
Digtrictsof Wgjir, Garissaand
Dadaab.

Xinhua

People queue up for Laba
porridge distributed at
Pilu Templein Nanjing,
capital of east China's
Jiangsu Province,on 1

Jan, 2012. As atradition,
many Buddhist temples

provided free Laba
porridge to citizens on

Sunday, which happened
to bethe New Year’s day

and also China's
traditional Laba Festival.
XINHUA

Argentinegovernor ‘accidentally’ killed by

gunshot

Lonpon, 2 Jan—A provincial governor in Argentinahasdied of agunshot at homewhile
celebrating the new year with family.

According to the police, Carlos Soria, the Rio Negro governor, waswith hiswifewhen
hegot killed around 08.00 GMT, the BBC reported. He had swornin asagovernor just afew
weeks ago and had been elected in Rio Negro by awide margin.

Vice-governor Alberto Weretilneck termed it a“domestic accident”.

As per local mediareports, Soria s wife Susana Freidosis being questioned by police.

Internet

Overdue library book with 4,500 poundsfine
uncovered 123 years late

Lonpbon, 2 Jan—A
library book that has been
overdue for 123 years has
been unearthed at a historic
LakeDistricthome.

The Victorian misce-
Ilany * Good Wordsfor 1888’
was borrowed from the
Troutbeck Institutelibraryin
North West England shortly
after it was first published,
but was never returned.

Itsat onthefiresideshel f
at Townend House in

Troubeck, home to the
wealthy Browne family ever
since. It was discovered by
chanceby staff at theNational
Trust, which now owns the
building.

The library from which
it was borrowed no longer
exists, and the book could be
the longest-ever library loan
inBritain. Cumbrialibraries
now cap their book finesat 6
pounds. Otherwise the total
payable, at 10p aday, would

be a hefty 4,489.50 pounds,
“It would have quite a
fineonit by now. I thinkit's
a huge amount of time for a
library book to be overdue.
The Institute still has a
collectionof books, | wonder
if they know it is missing?’
theDailyMail quotedKatrina
Zanhak, custodian of
Townend House, which has
been a National Trust
property since 1948 as
saying.—Internet

Italy’sMaurizio Palmulli dives into the Tiber
River from the 18-metre high Cavour Bridgein
Rometo celebrate the New Year.
INTERNET

China, Afghanistan sign agreement on
bilateral cooperation

KasuL, 2 Jan—Chinese
Ambassador to Afghanistan
Xu Feihong and Afghan
Foreign Minister Zalmai
Rassoul signedanagreement
on bilateral economic and
technical cooperation on
Saturday.

The deal isapart of the
grant assistance of Chinato
the people of Afghanistan,
said a Press release by the
Afghan Foreign Ministry.

The latest grant will be
spent on theimplementation
of projects based on
consultations between the
two countries, it said.

The main projects
include the reconstruction
and equipping of the

Jamhooryat Hospital inKabul,
the reconstruction of the
Parwan Irrigation Canal,
construction  of  the
Conference Hall within the
Arg premises (Afghan
Presidential Palace), the
reconstructionof theMinistry
of Education’s Centre for
National Science and
Technology, the reconstruc-
tionof theMinistry of Higher
Education‘ sguest house, the
construction  of  the
department of the Chinese
Language in Kabul
University and the provision
of 100 ambulances to the
Ministry of Public Health.
Since2001, thePeople's
Republic of China has

provided a total amount of
200 millionUSdollarstothe
reconstruction projects in
Afghanistan, the foreign
ministry said.

Xinhua

Afghan Foreign Minister
Zalmai Rassoul (R)
shakeshandswith Xu
Feihong, Chinese
Ambassador to
Afghanistan, after signing
an agreement on bilateral
economic and technical
cooperation, in Kabul,
capital of Afghanistan, on
31Dec, 2011.—XINHUA

13 dieafter drinkingillicit

liquor in India

New DELHI, 2 Jan—Atleast 13peopledied after drinking
illicitliquortocelebrateNew Y ear Saturday nightinindia’ s
southern state of Andhra Pradesh, local mediareported on

Sunday.

Theincident took place after over 170 died of drinking
theillicit liquor, also known as hooch, in the eastern state
of West Bengal two weeks ago.

Hoursbeforethedawn of New Y ear, thetragedy struck
Poratanagar inKrishnadistrict of coastal Andhra, said I ndo-

Asian News Service.

At least 10 others are still battling for lifein hospitals
where they are being treated for poisoning.

The victims belonged to three tribal hamlets. After
consuming the country-made liquor, they suffered

giddiness.

Local authorities ordered judicia investigation into
the incident and suspension of two tax officers for

negligence.

T ‘ P10(3).pmd
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Viethamese car go ship sinks; 22 dead

Hanoi, 2 Jan—A
Vietnamese cargo ship that
vanished near thePhilippines
on Christmas Day has sunk,
killing 22 of its 23 crew
members, Vietnam state
shipping firm Vinalines said

onFriday.
“Accordingtoourinitial
information, only one sailor
has been rescued and the
vessel has not been found
yet,” a Vinalines official
based in Hanoi told AFP,

Picture showsthe Vinalines Queen cargo ship anchored
at Saigon portin Ho Chi Minh City.—INTERNET

asking not to be named.

The Vinalines Queen
disappeared after passing
Luzon island and apparently
did not send out a distress
signal.

Late on Friday, online
newspaper Dan Tri reported
that thesurviving sailor, Dau
NgocHung, wasrescuedby a
British ship which was
heading towards Singapore.

Vinalines said its ship
was carrying more than
54,000 tonnes of nickel ore
and was travelling from
Indonesia to China when it
lost contact.

Vietnamappealedtothe
Philippines, Taipei and
Japanesecoastguardsfor help
infinding the vessel, but had
heard nothing from the ship
until now.

“We are now focusing

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM

our efforts on searching for
the Vinalines Queen,” the
company official added.

Rescue experts quoted
in the local Press said
emergency equipment inthe
vessel should have
automatically sent SOS
signals to satellites and
coastal rescue stations. It is
not yet clear why none was
transmitted.

TheJapanese-built 190-
metre (627-feet) Vinaines
Queenwasoneof thelargest
andmost moderncargo ships
intheVietnamesefleet, with
a capacity of more than
56,000 tonnes. It had beenin
service for Vinalines since
2005.

Vietnam  National
ShippingLines,orVinalines,
is one of the communist
country’s main state-owned
enterprises.

Internet
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Israel to build wall along Jordanian border

JERUSALEM , 2 Jan—
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Sunday
announced that Israel plans
to build a wall along its
eastern border with Jordan,
similar to the one currently
under construction dong its
border with Egypt.

Thegovernmentinvests
some 360 millionUSdollars
in a five—metre-high steel
fence along its 240-
kilometre-long western
border, which is scheduled
for completion by
September.

“When the security
barrier along the Egyptian
border is finished, one will
bebuiltalongtheborder with
Jordan,” Netanyahu told
ministers at the weekly
cabinet session, Army radio
said.

Both structures are
intended to thwart infiltra-
tors, whether refugees, those

seeking work, smugglers, or
hostile cross-border attacks.

“Israel’s border with
Egypt is a border of peace,”
Netanyahusaidduringavisit
in September.

But, he continued, “To
continue the peace, there
must be security and to this
end afence is necessary. Its

rapid construction is
important for both peaceand
security.”

Political and defence
echelon officials are deeply
concerned by the deteriora-
ting situation along the
Egyptian border.

“I"d define the border
these days as one of tense
peace ... We' ve aways
known that radical Islamist
elementsareinfiltrating into
Sinal,” anEilat-areacounter-
terrorism expert told Xinhua
inDecember.

Inacross-border attack
along a nearby road in

|srael’ s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks
during I sraeli weekly cabinet meeting in Jerusalem,
on 1Jan, 2012.—XINHUA

August, militants killed
eight Israeli motorists, and
wounded some 30 others.
The army has since then
deployed some of its crack
infantry units to patrol the
region and upped the
number of early- warning
installations.

It is also considering
calling up reserve units to

beef-up manpower for
patrols. “The fence is an
important tool that will
enable usand other forcesto
control occurrences on the
border withgreater effective-
ness,” the officia said, but
warned that without bootson
the ground, the barrier itself
would be “worthless.”
Xinhua

Blackbirds fall to the
ground in Beebe

BeesE, (Ark), 2 Jan—At
least 80 dead blackbirds fell
from the sky in Beebe, Ark,
on New Year's Eve,
prompting police to ban
fireworks, the suspected
cause, for the night.

Beebe animal control
officer Horace Taylorsaidhis
office picked up about 80
blackbirdsonNewY ear’ sEve,
KHTV, Little Rock, Ark,
reported.

Authorities put an
emergency ban on fireworks

for the night after police
received the first report of
birdsfalling to the ground at
7:14 pm.

On New Year's Eve
2010, about 4,000 blackbirds
fell from the sky in Beebe,
KATV, Little Rock, Ark,
reported.

Experts said the loud
noisesfromfireworkssentthe
birdscrashingintobuildings,
carsandeach other beforethe
fell to the ground.

Internet

Fireworks smoke cancels Manila flights

ManiLa, (Philippines), 2
Jan—New Y ear'sfireworks
displaysinManilacreated so
much smoke airlines were
forced to cancel flights,
Philippine officials said.

GMA Newsreported the
air pollution also presented a
problem for people with
asthmaand other respiratory
illnesses.

On the plus side, health
officials said this year's

celebration produced signi-
ficantly fewer firecracker-
related injuries, the
Philippines broadcaster said.
Health Secretary EnriqueOna
said 476 fireworks-related
injuries were recorded by 6
am Sunday. The department
had said in anews releasein
late November that there had
been1,022injuriesduringthe
2010 New Year's revelry.
GMA News said visibility

had been reduced to zero in
Manilaon New Year's Eve,
forcingairportsto shut down
their runways until 9 am
Sunday. Some airlines
canceled and delayed flights
even after the runways
reopened.
Officialssaidwhilethere
were fewer fireworks set off
thisyear, thesmokelingered
because of dry weather and
camwinds—Internet

Rubbish left by revellers
after the New Year
celebrationsin Hong
Kong'sTimes Square.
INTERNET

Aman injured
by a
firecracker
arrives at the
Jose Reyes
Memorial
Medical Centre
in Manila after
the new year
celebration.
INTERNET

Bangkok, 2 Jan—The
National Disaster Warning
Centreof Thailand issued a
warning on Sunday for
peoplein eastern provinces
of the South to prepare for
heavy rainand thedanger of
floods and mudslides.

Most of the southern
provinces were greeted by
incessant heavy
downpoursduringtheNew

Y ear holiday. 12 districtsof

[ Southern Thailand under flood threat

Songklaweretaken over by
floodwaters, withonepeople
reportedly killed by theflood.
8districtsinNarathiwat were
declared disaster zonesfrom
flooding.

In Yala, heavy rain hit
this southernmost province
for four straight days
inundating areas. Photos on
the website of Thai News
Agency show that the water
level insomeregionsreaches

half—metre high and
submerges shops aong the
roads. Meanwhile, strong
windsand highwavesinthe
Gulf of Thailandareexpected
and people living along the
coast are warned of high
waves pounding the
shoreline.

Fishermen are advised
to be cautious and small
boats should stay tied
ashore—Xinhua

b,

Five new membersjoin UN Security

Unitep NATIONS, 2 Jan—
Azerbaijan, Guatemala,
Morocco, Pakistanand Togo,
the five new non-permanent
membersof the15-nationUN
Security Council, on Sunday
beganto servetheir two-year
terms.

The five new Council
memberswereelected by the
UN General Assembly in
October 2011.

The five represent
different geographical
groups — three from Africa
andtheAsia-PacificRegion,
onefrom Eastern Europe, and
onefrom Latin Americaand
the Caribbean.

Lebanon, Nigeria,
Gabon, Bosnia and Brazil
are ending their terms on

T ‘ P11 (3).pmd

Council

the Council on Sunday. The
fivetemporary membersthat
will remain through 2012
are Colombia, Germany,
India, Portugal and South
Africa

Under the UN Charter,
the Security Council, the
most powerful UN body, has
theprimary responsibility for
the maintenance of
international peace and
security.

The Council has 15
members: five permanent—
China, France, Russia, the
United Kingdom and the
United States — and 10
elected by the UN General
Assembly for two-year terms.

Each member has one
vote. Decisions on

11

procedural matters are made
by an affirmative vote of at
least nineof the15 members.
Decisions on substantive
mattersrequireninevotesand
theabsenceof anegativevote
by any of thefive permanent
members.
Under Article 25 of the
UN Charter, al members of
the United Nations agree to
accept and carry out the
decisions of the Security
Council. While other organs
of the United Nations make
recommendationstomember
states, the Council alone has
the power to take decisions
which member states are
obliged under the Charter to
implement.
Xinhua

Blues guitarist DeGennaro Killed

BristoL TownsHiP, 2
Jan—Authorities were
lookingforwhoever shotand
killed blues guitarist Daniel
DeGennaro in suburban
Philadelphia. The 56-year-
old musician and songwriter
was found with a fatal
shotgun wound to his chest
Wednesday night near the
front door of his home, The
Philadelphia  Inquirer
reported. Bucks County
authorities ruled the death a
homicide Friday, the
newspaper said.

“Wedon'tbelieveitwas
arandom attack,” prosecutor
DavidW. Heckler said. “But
thereareanumber of avenues
of investigation to pursue.
We have anumber of layers
of things to look at.”

Nick Wilson, who lives
near DeGennaro’s house in
Bristol Township’s Levit-
town community, said he
called authorities after a
tenantlivinginDeGennaro’s
basement showed up at his
door in a panic.

“The house looked like

it was robbed, and someone
got hurt really bad,” Wilson
said. Investigators said they
questioned the renter and do
not consider him a suspect,
the Inquirer said. They said
noneof several gunsremoved
from the residence were
believed to have been used
to kill DeGennaro.

Bob Settelen, a friend
and vice president of the

BucksCounty BluesSociety,
described DeGennaro, who
hadtouredwithKingfishand
aso was known as Danny
Rio, as “an incredible
musician.”

According to his Web
site, DeGennaro had also
performed with Bo Diddley
and the late E Street Band
saxophonist  Clarence
Clemons.—Internet

Bluesguitarist Daniel DeGennaro

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM
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CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV SILVER SMOOTH VOY NO (001)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SILVER
SMOOTH VOY NO (001) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 3.1.2012 and cargo will be
dischargedintothepremisesof M.I.T.T whereitwill lie
at the consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessal.

Noclaimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SCOSCO SHIPPING
COLTD
Phone No: 256916/256919/256921

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV BIENDONG TRADER VOY NO (1202)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV BIENDONG
TRADERVOY NO (1202) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 2.1.2012 and cargo will be
discharged into the premisesof A.W.P.T whereit will
lieattheconsignee' srisk andexpensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

Noclaimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING
(MALAYSIA) AGENCY SDN BHD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

China’s national
ice fishing game
kicksoff in

Yinchuan

YINCHUAN, 2Jan — Na-
tional Ice-fishing Invitation
Game kicked off in
Yinchuan, the capital city of
northwest China's Ningxia
Hui AutonomousRegion, on
Saturday. Thegameattracted
over 220fishing loversfrom
around China After two
truns, Tang Yuankun from
Lingwu county of Ningxia
won the final with aprize of
10,000yuan (about 1,650US
dollars).

"It'sthelast oneof the31
national fishing games in
2011 and aso the first na-
tional ice-fishinggamespon-
sored by China's General
Administration of Sports,"
said Li Xiaolin, the presi-
dent of Ningxia Fishing
Association.Yinchuan, re-
nowned forits"72rivers'in
history, boasts many natural
lakes and rivers. The rich
fish resource and moderate
winter temperature makesit
anice choicefor ice-fishing
lovers—Xinhua

Dragon and lion dance performerslook on during a
street parade in Hong Kong. Some 2,000 performers
took part in the event including 88 dragons setting a new
Guinnessworld record for the most dragonsin a parade.
INTERNET

Mt Rainier ranger dain, suspect
at large

SEATTLE, 2 Jan—A manhunt was under way Sunday for
agunmanwho killed apark ranger in Mount Rainier Nationa
Park in Washington state, authoritiessaid. Officiassaid Park
Ranger Margaret Anderson wasfatally wounded about amile
south of Paradise about 10:30 am after placing her car asa
roadblock to stop acar that fled when other park rangerstried
topull it over for aroutinetraffic stoponaroad near Longmire,
The Seattle Timesreported. “ Hejust jumped out and shot her,”
park spokeswomanL eeTaylor said. Thekiller, whowasarmed
with arifle, escaped on foot. The 34-year-old ranger was a
mother of two who was married to another park ranger, the
newspaper said.

Park officials said about 86 park visitors and about 20
employees were locked down at a visitors center Paradise
becauseof theshooting. “ It’ sreally not saferight now,” Taylor
told the Times. “We' ve got aguy on the loose with agun and

Seven diein
Kenyaboats

collison

Nairosl, 2 Jan—Seven
passengers perished after
two boats collided late
Sunday off Kenya's Indian
Ocean island of Lamu,
according to hospital
sources.

One boat having 80
people on board capsized
after hitting another oneasit
wasleavingtheislandforthe
mainland.

Rescuershavefound 20
survivors, the sources
reported, indicating many
still missing after the
wreckage.

Xinhua

he’sobvioudly willing to useit.”—Internet

Chiledetainstourist suspected
of causing park fire

SanTIAGo, 2 Jan—Offi-
cialsin Chile say they have
detained an Israeli tourist
they suspect of having caused
aforest fire in a nature re-
serve in Patagonia. An ex-
panse of pristine forest 110
sg km (27,000 acres) large
has already burned in the
Torres del Paine national
park. Hundreds of firefight-
erscontinuetofighttheblaze,
which is believed to have
been sparked by acampfire.

Torresdel Paineisoneof
the country's most popular
parks, visited by more than
100,000 people a year. Lo-
cal prosecutor Juan
Melendez said that the 23-
year-old Israeli had been ar-
rested on suspicion of caus-
ing the fire through negli-
gence. Four hundred tourists
were evacuated from Torres
del Paineon Thursday asfire-

T ‘ p12(3).pmd

fighters failed to stem the
blaze. Chilean President Se-
bastian Pinera said it could
take weeks to bring the fire
under control. The head of
Chile's national emergency
service, Vicente Nunez,
called the situation "an ex-
treme scenario, mainly due
to topography, strong winds
and highly combustibleveg-
etation”.

In 2005, a campfire
started by a backpacker de-
stroyed 160 sq kms (40,000
acres) of thenaturepreserve.
President Pinera said the
ministers of agriculture and
theenvironmentwouldtravel
to Patagonia to personally
oversee the firefighting ef-
forts. Thepresident alsosaid
the number of military per-
sonnel deployed to fight the
blazewouldberaisedto450.

Internet
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Monkey-napper s break into San Francisco
Zoo and snatch Banana Sam

Banana Sam, 17, was
taken from San Francisco
Z00—I| NTERNET

SaN Francisco, 2 Jan —
Thieves brokeinto San Fran-
cisco Zoo and snatched its
beloved squirrel monkey; Ba-
nana Sam. The monkey-
snatchers cut two holes into
themetal mesh of thesquirrel
monkey enclosure and took
the foot tall, two-pound ani-
mal on Thursday. The zoo is
offering a $1,000 reward for
BananaSam'ssafereturn. In-
vestigators believe someone
stoletheanimal lateon Thurs-
day, San Francisco police Sgt

Michael Andraychak said.

‘It was apparent someone
brokeinto the zoo and delib-
erately took the animal, we
believe somebody has him,’
Andraychak said. Zoo offi-
cialsdiscovered BananaSam
was missing when they ar-
rivedatwork on Friday morn-
ing. The zoo said the thieves
cut aback perimeter gateand
made it to the top of a roof
that housesfiveother primate
exhibits. The zoo, which
keepsabout 20 squirrel mon-
keys, said it is concerned on
many fronts. First, Banana
Samrequiresaspecid dietto

survive and is ol der.
Also,whilesquirrel mon-
keys are not large animals,
they havesharpteethandwill
biteif provoked. ‘Thiswasa
criminal act of vandaismand
trespassing and wearework-
ingwiththepolicetoidentify
the perpetrators,’ said Tanya
Peterson, president and ex-
ecutive director of the San
FranciscoZoological Society.
News of the stolen monkey
spread quickly onthelnternet
Friday, and someoneset upa
fake Twitter account 'track-
ing' the alleged whereabouts
of Banana Sam.—Internet

San Francisco Zoo, pictured, is offering a $1,000
reward for Banana Sam's safe return.—INTERNET

Fracking
wastewater
might have

caused
Ohio quake

McpoNALD, 2 Jan— Of -
ficialssaid on Saturday they
believethelatest earthquake
activity in northeast Ohiois
related to the injection of
wastewater into the ground
near a fault line, creating
enough pressure to cause
seismicactivity.

The brine wastewater
comes from drilling opera-
tions that use the so-called
fracking process to extract
gasfromundergroundshale.
But Ohio Department of
Natural Resources Director
Jim Zehringer said during a
news teleconference that
fracking is not causing the
quakes.

“Theseismiceventsare
not a direct result of
fracking,” hesaid.

Environmentalists and
property owners who live
near gas drilling wells have
questioned the safety of
fracking to the environment
and public health. Federal
regulatorshavedeclared the
technology safe, however.
Mr Zehringer saidfourinjec-
tion wells within
a five-mile radius of an
aready shuttered well in
Y oungstown, Ohio will
remaininactivewhilefurther
scientific research is
conducted.

Internet

Man critical after contracting first case of rabiesin
Massachusettsin 75 yearsafter being ‘bitten by infected bat’

Boston, 2 Jan— A Bos-
ton man is fighting for
his life after contracting
human rabies - the first
case in Massachusetts in

More than 100 sq km of
the park's vegetation has
been destroyed by the
fire—INTERNET

more than 75 years.

It is believed the victim,
who is in his 60s and from
Cape Cod, may have been
bitten by a rabid bat in his
home. Theman, who hasnot
been identified, isin a criti-
cal condition and state pub-
lic hedlth officials say the
chancesof himsurvivingthe

highly deadly disease are
poor.

It is not clear how the
man was infected, but there
was evidence that he may
havebeen exposedtoarabid
bat, said Dr Al DeMaria,
medical director of thestate's
Bureauof InfectiousDisease.

Internet

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM

Deadly disease: Itis
believed the victim, who is
in his 60s, may have been
bitten by arabid bat in his

home.—INTERNET
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Lena Paahlsson saysthe
ring wason a small
carrot she was about to
discard.

Lost ring found growing around carrot

A Swedish woman has discovered her wedding ring on
acarrot growing in her garden, 16 yearsafter shelost it, says
a newspaper. Lena Paahlsson had long ago lost hope of
finding thering, which she designed herself, reportsDagens
Nyheter. Thewhite-gold band, setwithsevensmall diamonds,
went missing in her kitchen in 1995, she told the paper.
Althoughthering nolonger fits, shehopesto haveit enlarged
S0 she can wear it again.

Mrs Paahlsson and her family live on afarm near Mora
incentral Sweden. Shetook thering off to do some Christmas
baking with her daughters, but it disappeared from thework
surface where it had been left, she explained to Dagens
Nyheter. Thefamily searched everywhereandyearslater took
up the tiling on the floor during renovations, in the hope of
finding the ring. It was not until 16 years later when Mrs
Paahlsson was pulling up carrots in her garden that she
noticed one with the gold band fastened tightly around it.

Lena Paahlsson and husband Ola say it isincredible
that thering has been found.

"The carrot was sprouting in the middle of thering. Itis
quiteincredible," her husband Olasaid to thenewspaper. The
couplebelievetheringfell intoasink backin1995andwaslost
in vegetable peelings that were turned into compost or fed to
their sheep. "I had given up hope," MrsPaahlsson told Dagens
Nyheter, adding that she wanted to have the ring adjusted to
fit her. "Now that | havefound thering again | want to beable
to useit," she said.

retires

the office keysjust yet.”

Michigan’slongest-serving nurse

A woman believed to be Michigan's longest-serving nurse has
announced her retirement only one month prior to her 90th birthday.

Dorothe Canty, who became a nurse near the start of World War
11 and was recognized by the state Legislature in 2007 as Michigan's
longest-serving nurse, said shecompleted her final shift Thursday at Dr
Alan Bolton’s obstetrics/gynecology practice in Berkley, the Detroit
Free Press reported Friday. “My husband always said, ‘Just say the
word ‘go’ to Dorothe, and she's already gone,’” Canty said.

Canty said she retired once before, in 1984, but her retirement
quickly ended when Bolton asked her to work for a few days, which
turnedintoyears.“Don’ttell them,” Canty said, “ but I’ mnot giving back

and grand theft auto.

Hospital.

Injured man stole ambulance

Policein Florida said they arrested an injured man accused of stealing
an ambulance whileit wason acall to drive himself to the hospital.

Tampapolicesaid medical personnel fromambulance#41, which belongs
to Transcare Ambulance Co, wereinahomeonacall shortly before 10:30 pm
Thursday when they heard avehicle' sengine start and looked outsideto see
amandriveaway intheambulance, the Tampa Bay Tribunereported Friday.

PolicetrackedthevehicleviaitsGPSsystem and stopped theambul ance
at North Tampa Street and East 26th Avenue.

Theman, Hubert LeeCredit, 39, wasarrested on chargesof autoburglary

“1 got beat up by four guys,” apolice report quotes Credit as saying. “I
saw the ambulance and | was going to drive myself to the hospital.”
Credit was treated for a puncture wound to the head at Tampa General

Woman
arrested in pink
paint attack on

ex

A Floridawoman was
arrested after allegedly
throwing pink paint on her
ex-boyfriend and his car at
the parking lot where he
works, policesaid.

Hallandae police said
Tasha Franklin, 25, of
Hollywood, and her ex-
boyfriend split up in July,
but she showed up at the
parkinglotwhereheworksa
few days before Christmas
and threw pink paint on the
man and his car before
dipping her own hand in
paint andleaving animprint
on his front seat, the South
Florida Sun Sentinel
reported Friday. Investi-
gatorssaid Franklinthen bit
herexonthearm, leavingan
imprintof her teeth. Franklin
was charged with dating
battery, burglary of the
victim's car and crimina
mischief.

US actor
TomCruise
(R) poses
with cast
member,US

actress
Paula
Patton.

INTERNET

‘Misson’ takesNo 1 for second
weekend

Los ANGELES, 2 Jan—"Mission: Impossible - Ghost
Protocol,” withTom Cruise, wasNo 1 at theUSbox officefor
the second straight weekend with $31.25 millioninreceipts.
“Sherlock Holmes: A Gameof Shadows,” with Robert Downey
Jr and Jude Law, kept going strong and was No 2 with more
than$22.09million.

All studio estimates of gross US receipts are via Box
OfficeMojo. “ Alvinandthe Chipmunks: Chipwrecked” was
third with $18.25 million; “War Horse” fourth with $16.94
million; “TheGirl with the Dragon Tattoo (2011)” fifthwith
$16.3 million; “WeBought aZoo” sixth with $14.3 million;
“TheAdventuresof Tintin” seventhwith $12 million; “ New
Year'sEve” eighth with more than $6.74 million; and “ The
Darkest Hour” ninth with $4.3 million. “ The Descendants’
rounded out thetop 10 with $3.65 million.— nternet

Chrigtine Bleakley eyes‘The X Factor’

Lonpon, 2 Jan—Television presenter
Christine Bleakley, who is dating footballer
Frank Lampard for six months, says she is
eyeing up arole on US version of “The X
Factor”. The“Dancing On Ice” host hastold
friends she would be happy to be the part of
theredlity show after theirweddingif Lampard,
33, movesto Americato play football.

“She gets on very well with Simon and
he' salwaysmaintained at somepoint they will
work -together. After Dancing OnIceisdone
and dusted by the spring, there's nothing
keeping her inthe UK if shewanted to move
abroad,” mirror.co.uk quoted a source as

Television presenter Christine Bleakley

saying. “The Americans love an Irish

presenter and Christinehaspotentia towork

very well inthe US,” the source added.
Internet

Jeff Bridges not concer ned
about aging

Lonpon, 2 Jan—Actor
Jeff Bridgessayshenolonger
caresabout hislooksandisn’t
worried about aging. The 62-
year-oldbelievesgettingolder
helpshimfeel better abouthis
looks and he has learned to
“let go” and not beconcerned
about age.

“Asyougetolder,there’'s
maybesomethinglikeareverse
vanity, whereyoujust|etyour
age go and not be concerned
about it,” contactmusic.com
quoted Bridges as saying.

Actor Jeff Bridges Internet

T ‘ P13 (3).pmd 13

‘ldol’ singer Durbin getsmarried in Calif

SanTA Cruz, 2 Jan—
“American Idol” contestant
JamesDurbinsaidhemarried
longtimegirlfriendHeidi Lowe
on New Year'sEvein rura
Cdifornia Thecoupletiedthe
knot at achapel onthefringe
of a redwood forest in the
SantaCruzMountainsinfront
of 85 guests, People said
Sunday.

“We are so in love and
happy that we got to share
our special day with our
closest family and friends,”
the couple told People.

‘Idol’ singer Durbin

“American Idol” alums
Hanley Reinhart, Casey
Abramsand StefanoLangone
wereonhand, andthecouple's
2-year-old son, Hunter, was
the ring-bearer for the
ceremony. Queensryche
singer Geoff Tate performed
“TakeHoldof theFlame,” one
of thehappy coupl€ sfavorite
songs. Getting married was
one of the highlights of what
has been a busy year for the
22-year-old Durbin, who
released his first album in
‘ November.—Internet

Robert Pattinson
Lonpon, 2 Jan—Robert Pettinson has
beaten the Duchess of Cambridge to be
crowned Celebrity of the Y ear, inapoll by an
Internet TV channel. The poll, conducted by
thechannel E!, saw the Twilight heartthrob’s

Robert Pattinson trumps
royalty tobecome‘celeb
of theyear’

popularity surpass that of Duchess Kate,
Britney Spears, and even his co-star and
girlfriendKristen Stewart.

This is the second time London-born
star has scooped the title, the Daily Sar
reported. Pattinson wasranked as one of the
highest paid actors in Hollywood based on
his 2009 earnings, and in 2010 was named
among Timemagazine' s100Most Influential
Peoplein the World.—Internet

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM

Russdl Brand
filesfor divorce
from Katy
Perry

LonpoN, 2 Jan—
Comedian Russdll Brand has
filed for divorce from his pop
sngerwifeKaty Perry afterjust
14monthsof marriage. Though
the couple had earlier denied
rumours of problems in their
relationship, Brand cited
“irreconcilabledifferences’ in
papersfiled at aLos Angeles
court on Friday. “ Sadly, Katy
and | areending our marriage.
I’ [l dwaysadoreherandl know
we'll remain friends,” the
Telegraph quoted him as
saying in astatement.

While there was no
immediatereactionfromPerry
but celebrity website TMZ
reported that shewas shocked
by thenews. Thepair had wed
inalavishceremonyinindiain
October 2010 but werealmost
immediately beset by claims
that the marriage was
struggling. The couple
celebrated Christmas 7,000
milesgpart aswhilehevisited
family in Cornwall, she spent
the holiday with friends in
Hawaii—Internet

British comedian Russell
Brand (R) poseswith his
wife, singer Katy .
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Wenger says his Arsenal players are a positive unit
Wenger saysteam spirit
changed fortunes

Lonbon, 2 Jan — Arse-
nal boss Arsene Wenger has
put his side’s rise up the
BarclaysPremier Leagueta
ble down to a great attitude
and spirit in the camp.

The Gunners had a poor
start to the season, includ-
ing an extraordinary 8-2
defeat at Manchester United
in August. But they have
improved and their 1-0 win
over QPR on New Year's
Eve meant that they began
2012 in fourth place in the
table. “When we were in a
difficult situation | always
said ‘look, we have to take
thecriticsand focus on per-
forming better and improv-
ing',” hesaid.

“1 givecredittomy play-
ers because we have been

17th or 18th in the league.
“Nobody focusedonthat and
weimproved asateam. “ For
me, the spirit in the side got
us to where we are today.
“We still have some room
forimprovement but thereis
a good base there because
theattitudeand the spirit are
really great.”

Wenger said Monday’s
match at London rivals
Fulham would be tough, de-
spitetheCottagers’ fluctuat-
ingformwhichhasseenthem
draw away at Chelsea, but
lose 5-0 at home against
Manchester United. “l am
expecting a tough game,”
said Wenger. “You can see
that everybody finds agood
motivation against Arsenal.

Internet

Zaragoza need reinfor cements,
says new coach Jimenez

MapriD, 2 Jan — Rea
Zaragoza's new coach
Manolo Jimenez wants the
cash-strapped club to find
the money to buy playersin
the January transfer window
ashebeginsthetask of help-
ing La Liga's bottom side
avoidrelegation. “ Of course,
| have asked for signings,”
the former Sevillaboss said
at his first news conference
since his appointment on
Saturday to replace the
sacked Javier Aguirre.

“There are gaps in the
team,” Jimenez said, adding
that hewasaware of theeco-
nomic woes of the heavily-
indebted Aragonese club,
who are one of severa top-
flightsidesinadministration.
“We need a second goal-
keeper, defenders because
wearelettinginalot of gods,
too many of those from set
pieces, something on the
creativesideandtheoddfor-

ward,” hesaid. “1 amexcited
about this new task of get-
ting Real Zaragoza off the
bottom, which demandsthat
weall pull inthesamedirec-
tion.” Former Mexico boss
Aguirre was appointed in
November 2010 and helped
Zaragoza avoid relegation
last season.

After 16 of 38 matches
thistermthey arefive points
adrift of the safety zone hav-
ing picked up just 10 points
and the board decided on
Thursday “an urgent change
of course” was needed.

Internet

Real Zaragoza's new
coach Manolo Jimenez

I brahimovic excited
by prospect of Tevez arrival

AC Milan striker
Zlatan I brahimovic

Dusal, 2 Jan — AC
Milan striker Zlatan
Ibrahimovic would love to
see Carlos Tevez join his
side, saying on Sunday that
the Manchester City player
would provide the Italian
giants “an extra weapon.”
Milan is in talks with City
over the signing of Argen-
tinainternational Tevez, who
hasn’t played for City since
being suspended for two
weeksandfinedafortnight's
wages for refusing to warm
up during a Champions
League game in September.

Japan’sLeelinked with
Saints switch

Tokyo, 2 Jan — Japan
striker Tadanari Lee could
soon joining English club
Southampton after agreeing
terms with the Champion-
ship (second division) lead-
ers, local mediareported on
Monday. The Saints have
made aformal offer for the
26-year-old, Sanfrecce Hi-
roshima stechnical commit-
teechief Hidekazu Oritahas
beeninformed, according to
the Nikkan Sports newspa-

Leefamously volleyed a
superb winning goal for Ja-
paninlast year’ sAsian Cup
final against Australia in
Dohato givetheBlue Samu-

Japan striker

Tadanari Lee
rai arecord fourth continen-
tal title.Southampton must
secureawork permitfor Lee,
born to Korean parents and
scorer of 15goalsin32games
for J.LeaguesideHiroshima
last year, to takehimto Eng-
land’ ssouth coast.— Inter net

Anichebe netslate to sink Baggies

Lonpon, 2 Jan — West Brom 0-1
Everton.Victor Anichebe’ s87th-minutewin-
ner wasenough to bring Evertonvictory ina
tense match at the Hawthorns.

Anichebe fired in from close range as
Everton extended their unbeaten run in the
BarclaysPremier Leaguetofour matches. In
amatch of few chances, West Brom strug-
gled to create opportunities to add to their
seven home goalsin the L eague this season
- the lowest total in the Barclays Premier

Chances were at a premium for both

League.

sides before Anichebe' s late goal

Internet

“For me, Tevezisagreat
player. | don’tknow how the
situation isand if he's com-
ing, if he's not coming. But
he’'sagreat player and if he
comes for sure he will do a
greatjobforus,” Ibrahimovic
said. “It would be an extra
weaponfor us... Everybody
knowswhat kind of aplayer
Tevez is. He's a fantastic
player and he will bring ex-
traquality to the team.”

Ibrahimovic, whoseteam
isin Dubai to play afriendly
match against Paris Saint-
Germain Wednesday, also
welcomed foreign invest-
ment into teams like PSG
and City. He said it would
allow those clubs to better
compete with the “bigger
teams” and will further help
football development in the
long term. “I think it's good
for football that teams like
City and PSG come in,”
Ibrahimovic said. “They
have big money to buy big
players and they make the
competition more difficult
for the bigger teams. Foot-
ball will develop even more
and become even better so
it'sgood.”

The 30-year-old captain
of the Sweden’s national
team also played down ear-
lier talk of retirement, say-
ing heexpectedto play three
more years and maybe even
longer.

Internet

German Bundedliga side Kaiserdautern
signs Polish teen player

BEeRLIN, 2Jan — German BundesligasideK aiserdlautern
announced on Sunday that they have signed highly-re-
garded Poland Under-20 international Jakub Swierczok
from Polish second division outfit Polonia Bytom.

The 19-year-old signed athree-and-a-half year contract
with Kaiserdautern, who are third from bottom of the
Bundesligaand have scored just 13 goals, the fewest in the
league. “Heisatalented player and weare convinced hehas
the potential to makeit in the Bundesliga,” said club presi-

dent Stefan Kuntz.— Xinhua

Serena Williamswins
1 match back after layoff

Serena Williams

BRisBANE, 2 Jan— Serena
Williams won in her first
match since losing the US
Open final last September,
beating Chanelle Scheepers
of South Africa6-2, 6-3 on
Monday at the Brisbane In-
ternational . Williamshad her
service broken in the open-

T ‘ p14(3).pmd

ing game before settling in.
She needed just 68 minutes
toadvance, firing sevenaces
andtaking advantageof eight
double-faults by Scheepers.

In other matches, former
No 1 Ana lvanovic beat
Tamira Paszek of Austria
6-3,6-3and AmericanVania
King beat Melinda Czink of
Hungary 6-3, 6-4. Sam
Stosur, who beat Williams
for the US Open title last
September, plays her open-
ingmatchat Pat Rafter Arena
onMonday night.—Internet

14

Spain beats Australia at
Hopman Cup

PerTH, 2 Jan— Fernando
Verdasco and Anabel Me-
dinaGarrigues beat LIeyton
Hewitt and Jarmila
Gajdosova in a mixed dou-
blesthird-set tiebreaker Sun-
day to give Spain a2-1 vic-
tory over Australia in the
Hopman Cup. According to
Hopman Cup rules, the
mixed doublesisdecided by
a tiebreaker if the match is
tied at a set apiece. Thefirst
pair to reach 10 points with
at least a two-point advan-
tage wins the match.

Earlier, Gajdosova beat
Medina Garrigues 6-3, 3-6,
6-3 to give Austrdia a 1-0
lead ontheindoor hard courts
at the Burswood Dome.
Verdasco then beat Hewitt

6-3, 3-6, 7-5, breaking
Hewitt’s serve in the final
game. The United States,
withBethanieMattek-Sands
and Mardy Fish, meets top-
ranked Caroline Wozniacki
and Frederik Nielsenof Den-
mark on Monday, when the
Czech Republic plays Bul-
garia. —Internet

Roberto Mancini rues missed
opportunity for Manchester City

Lonpon, 2 Jan — Man-
chester City boss Roberto
Mancini bemoaned amissed
chance of extending a Pre-
mier Leaguelead over Man-
chester United after losing
to Sunderland. The 1-0 de-
feat, after J Dong-won’sin-
jury-timewinner, meansCity
are level with United on 45
points after they lost to
Blackburn on Saturday.
Mancini said: “Wemissed a
big opportunity because we
had a chance to go three
pointsuponUnited. “Weare
in an unlucky moment be-
causewekeep missing these
chancesto score.”

MicahRichardsand Edin

Jarmila Gajdosova of Aus-
tralia returns the ball dur-
ing the women’s singles
match against Anabel Me-
dina Garriguesof Spain on
day 2 matchesbetween Aus-
traliaand Spain of Hopman
Cup tennis tournament at
Burswood Domein Perth,
Australiaon 1 Jan,
2012.—INTERNET

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM

Mancini bemused by
‘incredible’ defeat
Dzeko both hit the bar for
City, with Sunderland goal-
keeper Simon Mignolet also
making several saves from
Sergio Aguero and a David
Silva effort. For the hosts,
striker NicklasBendtnerwas
thwarted by Joe Hart early
on and Stephane Sessegnon
curledasecond-half shot past
the post.Ashisteam pressed
for a winner, the City boss
was disappointed to be out-
numbered in defence in the
build-up to thegoal and said
his team had to recognise

when to settle for adraw.

It marks the second sea-
soninarow whereCity have
|ost to a90th-minute winner
at the Stadiumof Light, after
Darren Bent's penalty in
August 2010.—Internet
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District NEws

Basic fire fighting cour se

concludes

Yancon, 1 Jan—No. 1 Plywood Factory held the
concluding ceremony of thebasicfirefighting courseNo.
2/2011 at the factory in Kyimyindine Township on 26
December.

Head of Township Fire Services Department U Than
Htet Aung gave talks on fire preventive measures.

Thetraineesdemonstrated firedrills—MyanmaAlin

L oansdisbursed tovendors

TaNYANG, 1 Jan—Aspart of effortsfor aleviation of
poverty, under the arrangements of Tangyan Township
Development Affairs Committee, Development Affairs
Department and Sibin Thayar Y ay Bank Ltd disbursed K
2.3 million to 50 vendors on 19 December.

Chairman of the township microfinance service
committee Executive Officer of Township DAC U Tin
Maung Soe presented loans to the vendors.

Township DAC

Tachilek gets new asphalt

lanes

TacHiLek, 1 Jan—As a gesture of hailing the 64
Anniversary IndependenceDay, the8™", 9"and 10" Y adana
asphalt lanes were inaugurated in Wamkaung Ward of
Tachilek on 27 December.

Local authorities formally opened the lanes.

Thenew facilities are 800 feet long and 12 feet wide
each, built at acost of K 8 million each.

Myanma Alin
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Wave of pirated eBooks may hit

Kindleprofits

LonboN, 2 Jan—Pirated e-books, which can be downloaded for free, have

Wolverhampton 1-2

WoLvErRHAMPTON, 2 Jan—Frank L ampard scoredal ast-gasp
winner as Chelsea secured a first win in five matches with a|
gutsy and much-improveddisplay against Wolvesat Molineux.

Chelsea

Twomagjor fi
intheNether

reaccidents
landsunder

contral

sparked fears of adversely affecting profits of makers like Amazon, which
produces Kindle.

Cresting pirate copies of published books is simple and can be done using
acomputer and a scanner in a comparatively short duration of time.

The pirates have developed software, which people can download to their
home computersto convert these pages into images that can beread on aKindle
or similar device, the Daily Mail reported.

“With a Kindle there is pretty much no protection against pirated books.
There are programs which can simply convert any piece of text into the proper
format and it will show onyour Kindleasif you had bought it!” one of the pirate
websites said.

Itisestimated that upto 20 per cent of e-book downloadsarefrompiratesites.

Publishersareintalkswith the Government and Googleto find waystobring
an end to this trade, which breaches their copyright.

They have asked Google to demote pirate websites to make certain they do
not appear at thetop of web searchesfor consumerslooking to find free e-books.

Eventheinternet service providersare being pressurized to shut down pirate
websites. (ANI)

Meanwhile, the fire occurred in the stadium was put out at around 9:00 am
local time (0800 GMT), said firefighters. A cleaner had discovered the fire,
possibly caused by short circuit, early in the day.—Internet
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Stephen Ward seemed to have earned the hosts a point

when he smashed Steven Fletcher’s cross low into the net.

THEHAGUE, 2Jan—A large-scalefire
in a business warehouse involving

But Chelsea, wholedthroughRamires’ strike, wonitwhen | asbestos containing materias in the

Lampard volleyed in Ashley Col€'s brilliant cross.

Dutch town of Losser and another

Kevin Doyleamost snatched apoint ininjury timebut his| accident which broke out in the stadium

header was superbly saved by Blues keeper Petr Cech.

of Dutch soccer club NEC were under

Internet | control on Monday, according to local

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM

reports.

Thefirebrigadesaid thewarehouse
firewasbrought under control at around
5:00 amlocal time (0400 GMT), though
the cause of thefireis still unknown.

Despite the fact that carcinogenic
asbestos was released during the fire,
peoplein the area did not have to leave
their homesthanksto afavourablewind
direction. The warehouse, which is
situated in the province of Overijssel,
was completely destroyed. At the time
the fire broke out no one was in the
building.—Xinhua
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Presdent U Than San accepts
credentials of Ambassador of
Brune Darussalam

NAY Pyi Taw, 2 Jan—Pehin Orang
Kaya Seri Pahlawan Colonel (Rtd) Dato
PadukaAwang Haji Abdu’ r Rahmani bin
Dato PadukaHgji Basir, DPMB, SMB, the
newly-accredited Ambassador of Brunei
Darussalam to the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar presented his credentials to
U Thein Sein, President of the Republic of

the Union of Myanmar, at President
Residence here this morning.

Present on the occasion were Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs U Wunna
Maung Lwin, Union Minister at the
President Office U Soe Maung and
Director-General U AyeThaw of Protocol
Department.—MNA

Presdent U Then San accepts
credentialsof Ambassador of
Kingdom of Sweden

Nay Pvi Taw, 2Jan—MrKlasMoalin, the
newly-accredited Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Sweden to the Republic of the
Unionof Myanmar presented hiscredentials
to U Thein Sein, President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, at President
Residence, here, at 11 am today.

Present on the occasion together with

President U Thein SeinwereUnionMinister
for Foreign AffairsU WunnaMaung Lwin,
Union Minister at President Office U Soe
Maung and Director-Genera U Aye Thaw
of the Protocol Department under the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs—MNA

President
U Thein
Sein
accepts
credentials
from
Ambassador
of Brunei
Darussalam
Pehin
Orang
Kaya Seri
Pahlawan
Colonel
(Rtd) Dato
Paduka
Awang
Haji
Abdu’r
Rahmani
bin Dato
Paduka
Haji Basir,
DPMB,
SMB.

MNA

President U Thein Sein receives newly-accredited Ambassador of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Mr Klas Molin.—mNA

Hailing

A new nation with new strength |

As the three powers of the constitution are in force,

the 64" lecidati ! _
egislativeHluttawshavebeen abletowiden thescopeof their
Anniversary knowledge and experience and work more actively in the
Hluttaw sessions. In changing a new system and new era, a
LSS 1 imary work planistomakereformsinlawsand procedur es
Day in parallel with the present time.

YANGY!I AUNG PacEs 8+9

gh in sky the national flag

It wasthe 4" of January

A day shrouded in mist

And 1948 wasthe year

A newerainsight

All in a shining moment
Celebratingindependenceheartily
Nationalities of the Union

Rising proudly wasthe national flag
High abovein sky it wasfluttering

HNiN MAUNG (ZiGon) (TRs) Pace 9

1/3/2012, 8:20 AM
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