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Following the Sep-
tember 1988 military 
coup, Burma's doors 
have been thrown 
open to foreign com-
panies which are free 
to exploit the 
country's rich re-
sources in marine 
fish to mention only 
a one. These foreign 
investments supply 
the funds needed to 
buy military equip-
ment for the military 
regime. In a strong 
reaction against this 
interference in the 
country's struggle for 
freedom and democ-
racy, Burmese stu-
dent activists 
captured and later 
destroyed one large 
Thai fishing trawler. 
The trawler was well 
within the area which 
is off-limits to for-
eign fishing boats. 
Economic freedom 
for foreign fishing 
countries does not 
mean benefits to the 
people of Burma 

Burmese fishing boats can not compete with Thai companies. 

Fishing is an area of great potential as a source of domestic protein 
and export earnings. Leases for offshore fishing are now offered to 
foreign vessels. Primarily with the assistance of foreign aid and loans, 
the sector has seen a sizeable expansion of catching, storage and pro-
cessing facilities in recent years. New trawlers have been acquired, 
bringing the state Pearl and Fishery Corporations^ fleet up to 68 in 
number; the state corporation produced an estimated 13,438 tons of 
fish in 1989/90. (THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT, 1990-
91 Country Profile) 

(See INVESTMENTS, page 4 for more information on fishing in 
Burma.) 
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Chi! War in Burma 

/ \ f r . e r t he C o m m u n i s t Par ty of 
Burma's headquarters , Panghsang, 
fell to mutineers of the ethnic Wa 
forces and Kokang in the Shan State in 
July 1989, the junta called for a cease 
fire with r.he Wa and Kokang. Pre-
viously a lot of rhe junta's regiments 
under the East and South Bast Com-
mand H e a d q u a r t e r s , had fought 
against the CPB. Now. following the 
cease fires, a lot of these regiments 
have been transferred to other areas 
to suppress the political wing of other 
ethnic dissident groups. 

S h u n S t a t e : 
f 

T 
1 he United Wa State Army has 

been fighting to control the Drug Lord 
Khunsa's strongholds of Doilang and 
Loi VIaw in the Northern Shan State 
since 1 W . The junta back IJWSA are 
trying to control the drag trading 
routes. On both sides the causalities 
were around 300 dead and 2.000 
wounded. Both sides are carrying our 
fighting in Northern Shan State. 

Karen State: 

T 
l_jHSt year, the two main Karen 
strongholds of Kaw Moo Ra and 
Yegau survived attacks by about 4.000 

* • the junta's troops who received 
..jvv causalities in the severe fighting 

ii Kaw Moo Ra. Some of the Junta's 
POW privates are very young - about. 
17 years old. 

(n Tanuaryof rhisyear, thedryseason 
offensive was launched in the Kir en 
State and Thai logging firms were 
warned to leave from the Kaw Moo Ra 
area, opposite Thailand's border city 
of Mae Sod. After the 4th Jan. the 
junta's troops shelled with heavy artil-
lery into Kaw M o o Ra (Wankha) 
where the students and KNU are still 
defending their stronghold. It is ex-
pected that the junta's troops soon will 
storm Kaw Moo Ra as the govt, troops 
started arresting the people along the 
Kaukaraik-Mya Waddy highway and 

the villages in MyaWaddy township. 
These people are used by the Burmese 
military as porters and human mine 
sweepers. According to the residents 
in Myawaddy township, hundreds of 
people were arrested to serve as por-
ters and were put into the military reg-
iment in Myawaddy. 

Duringthe first week of March in this 
year, government aircraft bombed 
Saw Hta and U Thu Hta camps. The 
junta's troops later took Saw Hta, the 
students' camp, but last week students 
from ABSDF and KNU joint troops 
recaptured Saw Hta. Causality figures 
were not released. 

On Feb. 11, eight government sol-
diers from No. 515 division defected to 
join the All Burma Students' Demo-

Mon State: 

O , ' n January 23, the junta's troops 
overran a base 50 Km east of Tavov in 
Southern Burma belonging to the 
Mon guerrillas in die new year dry-
season offensive. Since last Decem-
ber, troops have been massing in this 
areas. 

On 24 March 1991, a students' spe-
cial squad of Reg. No.206 from 
ABSDF, attacked the Daiwon Police 
Station in Moulmein and the attack 
caused the death of one police officer. 
On the 26th, a special squad attacked 
a second time and captured the police 
station. 

Photo: 1 Mon Refugees in Thailand 

cratic Front at Pobatha camp. The de-
fected Govt troops were led by Sgt 
Kyaw Khine and the others are Wing 
Hlaing. Than ZawOo, Khin Zaw. Chit 
A u n g Zaw Lwin U, Ye Naing and 
NyuntThein. 

Hundreds of Mon civilians were flee-
ing across the border into Thailand's 
Sanklaburi province after the three-
day offensive by the junta's troops. At 
the present time, there are more than 
45,000 Burmese refugees on the Thai-
Burma border line. 
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W i t h i n three months of this new 
year, many of tbe elected representa-
tives of the people were reportedly 
arrested by the Masala (the junta) in 
Burma. Especially, the elected repre-
sentatives from the National l eague 
for Democracy (NLD) were arrested 
all over the whole country. After form-
ing the coalition government by some 
of the representatives in Manerplaw, 
tbe headquarters of the ethnic dissi-
dent Karen National Union, in Nov., 
last year, more than 10 people, mostly 
m e m b e r s of the N L D , were im-
mediately a r res ted . According to 
Masala's (the junta) accusation, those 
arrested were involved in the plans to 

„ form the coalition government. 
The junta forced all the political par-

ties to sign an agreement to obey the 
election laws and the martial laws. Al-
most all of the political parties signed 
the contracts, except the Democratic 
Party for New Society (DPNS) and 
some of the NLD's members. 

The election laws were drawn up by 
the election committee backed by the 
Masala (the Junta). Some of the five 
members of the election committee 
havevery bad reputations in their back 
ground history. Although the election 
committee said, "we stand on neutral 
ground", they are actually working 
under the laws of Lhe Masala. 

NLD acting Chai rman. U Aung 
Lwin, who is also secretary of NLD 
said "We (the NLD) have no idea 
when tbe Slorcwill call a national con-
mention and we will have to stop our 
contact with the foreign media and 
embassies." A total of 45 elected rep-
resentatives from NLD were arrested 
nationwide and almost all of the Cen-
tral Executive senior members were 
arrested. That is why the NLD is reor-
ganizing the party structure. 

The junta-backed. U Than Kvwe. 
chairman of the National Unity party 
(NUP), accused the NLD that it was 
too impatient, for a transfer of power 
and wanted to skip the conditional 
drafting process. He also claimed that 
the NLD trying to grab power by 
force of arms, as some members go 
underground. "Since the NLD is the 
winning party, why do they go under-
ground? They should cooperate with 

Politics 
Slorc to speed up the drafting of the 
constitution," he went on to say. 

The vice chairman (former admiral) 
of the NUP also said his party would 
have achieved a landslide victory in 
the election had the NLD not resorted 
to "malpractice" which intimidated 
potential voters for the NUP. 

Col Than Tun, vice director of mili-
tary intelligence accused the NLD 
that, "It is linked with the dissidents 
groups based near the Thai-Burma 
border." 

Opposition Parties 
' T h r e e month into this year, the reg-
istration of four political parties were 
revoked by Slorc. These are tbe Dem-
ocratic Youth Front of Burma, Patri-
o t i c D e m o c r a t i c Y o u t h F r o n t 
(PDYF), Anti-fascist People's Free-
dom league (AFPFL) and the Party 
for National Democracy (PND). The 
registration of all these political par-
tics were revoked by Slorc under accu-
sation of having links with outlawed 
dissidents. 

Cho Cho Kyaw Nyein, General Sec-
retary of the AFPFL was arrested on 
January 25 in Rangoon for allegedly 
assisting student organizations. She is 
the daughter of a former Deputy 
Prime Minister and is believed to have 
been sentenced by Slorc. 

According to a Bangkok based Na-
tion news paper, Myint Myint Khin, 
one of the remaining associates of 
NLD's Central Committee Member, 
resigned this week apparently in pro-
test at efforts to oust the Aung San Su 
Kyi. She is a close friend of Aung San 
Su Kyi and openly criticized the Army 
in August 1988. She was detained 
under martial law from July 1989 to 
April 1990. 

Tin Maung Win from the NLD, died 
of Leukaemia in Insein jail on January 
18. He is an elective representative 
f rom Kayan constituency and his 
named was removed from the list, of 
National Assembly representatives. 

The junta stated that Maung Ko, a 
labor organizer from the NLD, com-
mitted suicide in Insein Jail. Since he 
was arrested, his family members have 
not been permitted to meet him. He is 

believed to have been tortured to 
death. 

NayMin, local correspondent for the 
Asahi Shimbun, died of Cirrhosis of 
the liver last month. Diplomats say his 
condition worsened after he was inter-
rogated last year. He is a lawyer and 
was arrested on Oct 21, 1988 and sen-
tenced to 14 years imprisonment with 
hard labor for allegedly passing on in-
formation to the British Broadcasting 
Service (BBC). 

Some of the political prisoners were 
moved from Insein Jail in Rangoon to 
Tbayawaddi jail in Thayawaddi Dis-
trict because the Insein Jail was over-
crowded. There are more than 15,000 
political prisoners in Burma and most 
are sentenced under the criminal acts 
by the miliar}' tribunals. 

The NLD won 82% of seat in the 
election last year. The criticisms of the 
N L D members against Slorc are 
threatening the power of the Junta 
which wants to wipe out the NLD be-
cause of their popular support by the 
people. They, therefore, are arresting 
all the strong opposition within NLD 
as well as in others parties. It is sure 
the junta will never arrest members of 
the National Unity Party (NUP) which 
was created by the strong man, Ne 
Win. 

The junta will stop arrests if the op-
position signs the contract to protect 
tbe wealth, power and the lives of Ne 
Win and bis loyalists. That is why the 
junta is forcing the opposition to sign 
the contract by arresting consistent 
opposition. 
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F c ollowing tbe junta crack-dcwn on 
the nationwide demonstrations in 
1988, a Burmese delegation led by Lt-
Gen Than Sbwe, Deputy Chief of 
Staff, went to China for a twelve-day 
visitfrom 18to 300ct, 1989. Tbe mem-
bers of tbe delegation included high 
ranking military officers as well as the 
Director of the Ministry of Defence 
Procurement, Col Abel. It is believed 
that the Burmese military delegation 
signed a contract to purchased weap-
ons and also a contract of cooperation 
between the armed forces of the 
Burmese Junta and China. This visit 
was a bad omen for tbe democratic 
struggle in Burma 

Several decades ago, the government 
to government relationship between 
tbe two countries was very bad as 
China supported the Communist 
Party of Burma (CPB) both ideologi-
cally and militarily. Almost all of the 
senior members of the CPB also at-
tended the training of Maoism in 
China. After the Wa militia split away 
from CPB lastyear, the CPB. based in 
the Shan State, collapsed. 

At tbe same time, China suddenly 
became interested in the border trade 
with Burma. So, Bejing was one of the 
foreign governments to forge closer 
ties with the Burmese junta after the 
uprising in 19S8. China started provid-
ingaid to the J unta for several projects 
such as a huge bridge and satellite 
communications station. 

The new re la t ionship between 
Burma and China was clearly indi-
cated by Su Xian, Deputy. Com-
mander in-Chief General of the Chi-
nese military, when he told the visiting 
Burmese junta representatives, " I am 
very happy to know that you want to 
promote and enhance our economic, 
trade and Armed Forces relation-
ship." During the twelve days of the 
delegation's visit, the Junta represen-
tatives went to China's military zones 
and the factories of defence. On 21 
Oct . tbe junta's delegation arrived in 
Shijiazhung and viewed the Chinese-
made F-6 fighter jets, training halls 
andaircraftweapons. On the 22nd, the 
delegation arrived at Tai Hang Ma-
chinery Factory which produces 
rocket launchers and is under the 

Military Aid 
North China Industries Corporation-
Norinco. 

According to some members of the 
AH Burma Students ' Democrat ic 
Front (ABSDF), the Junta's troops 
started using Chinese made advance 
weapons, and rocket launchers in mid 
1990. 

According to the Associate^! Press, 
several tons of Chinese weapons, in-
cluding jet fighters and tanks, all part 
of a S900 million deal, were delivered 
to Rangoon on 28 March, 1991. The 
BangkokPost also reported that newly 
delivered Yugoslavian patrols boats 
have been seen in Rangoon port, and 
tbe junta is believed to have ordered 
30- Knot patrol boats and 60 Yugosla-
via made medium-range tanks, 25 
anti-aircraft guns, shoulder-fired mis-
siles and nine armored personnel car-
riers. 

Since last year, some of the junta's 
pilots have being trained in China to 
fly jet fighters, such as F-6 and F-7. 
Previously the Junta's air force was 
made up of Swiss made turboprop 
training aircraft, PC-6 and PC-7 as 
well as 30 helicopters supplied by the 
US tofightdrugproduction. Thejunta 
is spending 60% of the national annual 
income to build up the military, but 
Burma has $40 billion in foreign debts. 

All of this suggests that the civil war 
in Burma is taking a new turn - a turn 
for the worse. These modem weapons 
gjve the Burmese military an advan-
tage over the less well equipped dissi-

dent groups, and theJunta has proven 
that it will use every weapons it has in 
what ever brutal way it sees fjf. 

At the present time, large numbers 
of Rangoon's infantry troops are ap-
proaching to Memaplaw, the Head-
quarters of the karen National Union 
as well as other strategic areas in the 
Karen State. A lot of the infantry reg-
iments were transfer from Shan State 
to Karen State. The newly equipped 
Burmese military is trying to suppress 
the ethnic dissidents who have been 
fighting for autonomy for 40 years, as 
well as tbe students who joined with 
the dissident groups in the jungles. 

Very soon, there will be tremendous 
death of innocent people and the num-
ber of refugees in Thailand will grow 
out of control. The villagers, who have 
lived in the mountain areas of Burma, 
for many generations, will be the vic-
tims. The Thai government also al-
ready announced that "We will not 
recognize any Burmese as refugees in 
Thailand", and this means even more 
hardships and terror for these people. 

Why is so much importance put on 
government to government relation-
ships at the expense of innocent peo-
ple? Why do foreign countries not 
care about suffering people in Burma? 
Burma now has one of the worst 
human rights records in the world. So, 
we need our international friends to 
take action against the countries who 
have ties or are supporting arms to 
Burma. 

Photo 2 Villagers flee from approaching Burmese troops 
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Investments 
Thai Fishing Companies 
T ' h e cooperation in the field of fish-
ing between Thailand and Burma 
started about 20 years ago when 
Burma allowed Thai fishing compa-
nies to fish in Burmese waters in 1968. 
However, this cooperation was abol-
ished 5 years later due to the lack, of 
experience of the two countries in the 
fishing business. 

However, in 1988 Slorc launched a 
policy to allow the foreign fishing com-
panies to fish in Burmese waters in 
order to get foreign exchange. This 
hard currency is essential for the Slorc 
to purchase weapons from abroad, es-
pecially from China. 

At the beginning only 3 Thai compa-
nies were allowed to send their fishing 
trawlers toBurma. They were: 1. Mars 
and Co.Ltd.. 2. Atlantis Marine Coop-
eration Ltd., 3. Sirichai Fishery Ltd.. 

Afterwards, 135 fishing trawlers 
were sent to Burma atthe beginning of 
1989. Later, five more companies lim-
ited did not send their fishing trawlers 
to Burma. Therefore by the middle of 
1989, 241 fishing trawlers were legally 
sent by Thai fishing companies were in 
Burmese waters. Moreover, there are 
a lot of illegal Thai vessels in Burmese 
waters. The Thai fishing companies 
earn three times more profits from 
illegal fishing boats than legal vessels 
in Burmese waters. There was high 
competition among the Thai fishing 
companies who proposed un realisti-
cally high returns to the Slorc. 

The Thai Deputy Minister of the 
Ministry of Agriculture & Coopera-
tives, Dr. Charoen Kantawongsa, vis-
ited Burma on 2-4 Nov. 1989 and 10-11 
Jan. 1990 and had a talk with Maj. 
Gen. Chit Shwe of the junta. Thailand 
and the Burmese junta signed an 
agreement to cooperate in both fish-
ing activities and technical assistance. 

As agreed in the discussion with the 
Burmese junta, Thailand supported 
the private sector r.o establish a central 
company named Thai-Burma Fishery 
Company Ltd. in 1990 and 25 million 
baht was put up as registered capital. 

From 1990 to 1991. five more Thai 
companies received concessions with 
256 fishing vessels in Burmese waters. 
Moveover, the Thai fishing companies 

are both raping wealthy marine re-
sources in Burmese waters and sup-
porting financially to the brutal junta. 
According to a Thai survey, one of the 
Thai special nets can catch 183.5 kg'hr 
and one floating net can catch 5.2 
kg^hr of fish in Burmese waters. 

There are abundant marine natural 
resources in Burma's coastal areas 
which were formally restricted for the 
Thai fishingvessels. Now the Thai fish-
ing boat owners give large bribe pay-
ments to high ranking officers of Slorc 
and the Navy in order to be allowed to 
freely fish in these wa-
ters. That is why, Burm-
ese fishermen are fac-
ing the a dearth of fish 
in their own waters be-
c a u s e of the Thai 
vessels' special fishing 
nets. 

At the present time, 
many Bumnese fisher-
men are becoming job-
less in some areas of the 
Tennaserin coast. The 
Masala's troops (Burm-
ese military) are also ei-
ther raisinga high tax or 
persecuting them. They 
finally abandon their 
homes and become ref-
ugees or illegal immigr-
ant cheap laborers in 
Thailand. 

Some of the young 
w o m e n f rom these 
areas are sold to broth-
els by Thai or Burmese 
gangs and they become 
prostitutes in Thailand. 
Some are very young 
aged about 13 years. 

C o m p a n i e s f r o m 
countries throughout 
the world are rushing 
into Burma to invest be-
cause they believe they 
can make quick profits. 
They seem totally dis-
interested in the suffer-
ing which their invest-
ments bring on the peo-
ple of Burma 

At the present time, 
the junta can buy more 
weapons to intensify the 
civil war in Burma. 

Moreover, theforeigninvestments are 
encouraging human rights abuses by 
the Slorc. We ask our friends through-
out the world to put pressure on 
Thailand's investments, as well as on 
all other country's who investment in 
Burma, to immediately withdraw all 
investments in order to help promote 
internal peace in Burma. 

C H I N A 

INDIA 

Utngkok 

Tnalion.l 

Fishing Concession Boundaries 

Restricted area for Foreign Vessels —— 

Photo 3 Map showing Thai fishing concessions in Burma 



Human Rights 
Interview with refugees 
M y name is U Toe. I am 62 years 
old and I live in Kanpauk township in 
Tennasarin Division. I would like Co 
tejl of the brutal incident by the junta 
troops in my village. 

"On June 1989, in the evening, four 
soldiers came into Daw Nan's home 
which is my neighbour's house and 
they raped Ma Khin, the daughter of 
Daw Nan by force. She struggled to 
escape from the four s lodiers at-
tempts. I heard the loud screams of the 
youngwomanwhowas asking for help. 
I ran to inform the officer of the four 
soldiers who was in the Buddhist mon-

_ astery in my village. The officer aimed 
his pistol at me and told me to stay out 
of her house. I was not able to save her 
although I heard the voices of the 
woman and soldiers the entire night. Photo 4 Two porters rest after escaping 

Photo 5 A porter suffering from lepersy who escaped 

Even though the junta's troops looted 
our rice and animals, we were force to 
give fees to free our friends who were 
taken as porters. I could not work 
under the persecution of the junta. T 
finally crossed the border into Thai-
land. I am now a refugee in Thai-
land." 

M y name is U Thaung Din. I also 
live in Kanpauk township in Ten-
nansarin Division. 1 was a local orga-
nizer of the National League for De-
mocracy Party. On Januanrv 3,1900. 
two soldiers came into my yard and 
shot my chickens for their meal with-
out asking any permission. Although I 
appealed to them, they neglected my 
appeal. They even threatened my life. 
I have two young daughters. I became 
worried about my daughters safety. Fi-
nally we crossed the border into Thai-
land. I and my family are now refugees 
in Thailand." 
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NEWS BRIEFS 
Government Offensives 

S i n c e the end of March, the junta 
troops backed by jets and helicopters 
started offensives around the area of 
Manerplaw, headquarters of the 
KNU. The junta troops are now ap-
proaching to Manerplaw. 

Four hundred Karen have retreated 
from their outposts to help defend 
Manerplaw. During these battles 
more than 100 junta troops and 22 
Karen have been killed. Another 40 
Karen r e s i s t a n c e f ighters were 
wounded. About 15,000 students and 
KNU joint forces are attacking to re-
occupy Paw H ta which was overrun by 
the junta's troops last week About 
1000 junta troops are still defending 
Paw H ta. 

Due to the fighting, three thousand 
people from 20 villages abandoned 
their homes and more than 1000 
Karen and Burmese crossed the Thai-
Burma border line and joined into the 
refugees camps. There are now over 
52,000 Karen and Mon refugees inside 
Thailand. Food and medicine for 
them is not adequate. 

Battles are still raging in the areas of 
Phaw H ta, U Thu Hta and Mae La 
Tha. All these are near to the KNU's 
headquarters of Manerplaw. 

The government troops are buying 
supplies from Thailand which makes it 
easier for them to remain in the area 
which is far from Rangoon. The rainy 
season is approaching in May. The 
unta wants to occupy Manerplaw and 

Kaukmura quickly before the rains 
start as both sides will find it very dif-
ficult to reoccupied any areas in the 
rainy season. Moreover, Manerplaw 
will be the prior target for the junta 
because they want to crush down the 
people's elected representatives who 
formed the parallel government in 
Manerplaw with the other ethnic lead-
ers, and are now seeking for interna-
tional support 

Education 
.According to Khin Nyunt, Chief of 
Military Intelligence, the junta is try-
ing to reopen the universities except in 
RangoonandMandalay. The junta an-
nounced that "if attempts are made to 
cause unrest exploiting the callow 
youths, effective action will be taken 
against those concerned in the interest 
of the country." 

Investments 

T h e junta and INOTECH INDUS-
TRIES (Pte.) LIMITED OF T H E 
R E P U B L I C O F S I N G A P O R E 
signed a contract for a joint-venture 
on 23 of March, 1991. The joint-ven-
ture was named "MYANMAR- IN-
OTECH LIMITED" which is set up 
for the purpose of importing, manu-
facturing, leasing and exporting the 
semi-finished construction related 
niBtcnâis 

The junta and NASTEEL TRADE 
INTERNATIONAL PTE. LIMITED 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE SIN-
GAPORE on 22 March, 1991 signed a 

contract for the purpose of marketing, 
leasing, production and tendering ser-
vices in connection with construction 
materials and steel products. The 
name of the j o in t -ven tu re is 
MYANMAR- NASTEEL HARD-
WARE CENTRE LIMITED. 

• The addresses of the Singapore 
Companies are: 

Tnntef li Indus t r i e (Pte.) limited 
Mr. OngSiewPoh, Managing Direc-

tor, 62 A Jalan Jurong Kechil, Singa-
pore 

Nasted Tradt International Ptc, 
Limited 

Mr. Chiang See Poh, General Man-
ager, No.22, Tanjong Kling Road, Sin-
gapore 2262. 

Photo 6 Children, the innocent victims of war. 

B. U.R.M.A. Page 6 


