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Introduction 

1. The Work ing G r o u p on the Universal Periodic R e v i e w (UPR) , established in 

accordance with H u m a n Rights Council resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2 0 0 7 , held its tenth 

session from 24 January to 4 February 2 0 1 1 . The review of M y a n m a r was held at the 7th 

mee t ing on 27 January 2 0 1 1 . T h e delegation of M y a n m a r was headed by H.E . Dr. Tun 

Shin, Deputy At torney Genera l , Office of the Attorney Genera l . At its 11th meet ing held on 

31 January 2 0 1 1 , the Work ing Group adopted the report on M y a n m a r . 

2. On 21 June 2010 , the Human Rights Council se lected the following group of 

rappor teurs ( troika) to facilitate the review of Myanmar : L ibyan Arab Jamahir iya , Republ ic 

of Korea , the United States of Amer ica . 

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annex to resolut ion 5 /1 , the following 

documen t s were issued for the review of Myanmar : 

(a) A national report submitted/writ ten presenta t ion m a d e in accordance with 

paragraph 15 (a) ( A / H R C / W G . 6 / 1 0 / M M R / 1 ) ; 

(b) A compila t ion prepared by the Office of the High Commis s ione r for Human 

Rights ( O H C H R ) in accordance with paragraph 15 (b) ( A / H R C / W G . 6 / 1 0 / M M R / 2 ) ; 

(c) A s u m m a r y prepared by O H C H R in accordance with paragraph. 15 (c) 

( A / H R C / W G . 6 / 1 0 / M M R / 3 ) . 

4. A list of quest ions prepared in advance by Belg ium, Canada , Czech Republ ic , 

Denmark , France, Germany , Ireland, Japan, Latvia, Ne the r l ands , N e w Zea land , Norway , 

Slovenia , Sweden , Switzer land, United Kingdom of Great Bri ta in and Nor thern Ireland was 

t ransmit ted to M y a n m a r through the troika. These quest ions are avai lable on the extranet of 

the U P R . 

I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process 

A. Presentation by the State under review 

5. Myanmar has little oppor tuni ty to present how it implements h u m a n r ights from alpha to omega. Th i s is the 

reason why M y a n m a r pays great interest to the U P R process. The M y a n m a r delegat ion consists of high level members 

and various m e m b e r s w h o have expert ise on the subject with a blend of different races, gender, religion and posi t ions , 

comes here with pr ide and enthusiasm to take part in the inter-active d ia logue. 

6. Myanmar Const i tu t ion of 2008 is commit ted to promote and protect human rights and the whole Chapter VIII 

deals with fundamental r ights and principles , at par with the rights given by Const i tu t ions in other countr ies . The legal 

remedies for the breach of human rights entrusted by this Chapter are g iven th rough five Writs which can be found in 

the same Chapter. 

7. Myanmar ' s Nat ional Repor t on H u m a n Rights has been prepared in accordance with the general guidel ines of 

information given for the drafting of national reports for the UPR. Before drafting the national report , a workshop was 

held in Myanmar , with the assis tance of O H C H R . The Draft Report was m a d e after discussion with the civil society 

groups. 

8. Myanmar has now reached the final s tages of its transition to democracy . 

9. In implement ing the fifth Step of the Seven Step Road M a p , the mul t i -par ty general elect ions were held on 7 

November 2010, throughout the country in a free, fair and peaceful manner . T h e Sixth-Step of Road M a p which is to 
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convene the Hlut taw, will be held on 3 1 s ' January. The new Government will be formed during this session of the 

Hluttaw. 

10. The results of the elect ions have shown that it was held free from vote-r igging and violence or any 

kind of intimidation. The people have exercised their democrat ic right to t ransform the country to the 

elected government sys tem. On the day of the election, foreign diplomats and news agencies witnessed 

the casting and count ing of the ballots. 

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

11. During the interactive dialogue, 57 delegat ions made s tatements . Addi t ional s ta tements which 

could not be delivered during the interactive dia logue owing to t ime constraints are posted on the Extranet 

of the universal per iodic rev iew when avai lable . 2 Recommenda t ions m a d e during the d ia logue are to be 

found in section II of the present report. 

12. The Lao Peoples ' Democrat ic Republic supported M y a n m a r ' s national reconcil iat ion and peaceful set t lement 

of its internal problem. It welcomed the seven-step roadmap, the election in 2010 and the es tabl ishment of a national 

human rights commi t t ee . I t m a d e recommendat ions . 

13. Singapore apprecia ted M y a n m a r ' s commi tment to collaborate with the United Nat ions to improve its human 

rights situation. It noted M y a n m a r ' s political transformation after its 2010 elections. S ingapore recognized the 

difficulties and chal lenges faced by Myanmar . It made recommenda t ions . 

14. Sri Lanka c o m m e n d e d the establishment of the M y a n m a r Human Rights Body and the recent elect ions. I t 

welcomed the conven ing of Parl iament and M y a n m a r ' s collaboration with the United Nat ions . I t recognised efforts to 

ensure the right to health and to reinforce the min imum age required for recrui tment . It made a recommendat ion . 

15. Algeria noted M y a n m a r ' s measures to consolidate democracy in the framework of the seven-step roadmap, the 

new Constitution and 2010 elections. It also noted that the international communi ty should support Myanmar . It 

welcomed the es tabl ishment of the national human rights commiss ion and it asked about discr iminat ion against the 

Musl im communi ty , known as the Rohingya . It made a recommendat ion . 

16. China valued M y a n m a r ' s cooperat ion with the international communi ty , including receiving the Special 

Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Myanmar , the Secre tary-Genera l ' s adviser on M y a n m a r and ILO officials. 

China noted M y a n m a r ' s efforts to promote national reconciliation and democracy . It stated that construct ive assistance 

should be provided. It m a d e a recommendat ion . 

17. Brunei Darussa lam noted M y a n m a r ' s close work with A S E A N and the A S E A N Intergovernmental 

Commission on Human Rights . It made a recommendat ion . 

18. Malaysia we lcomed M y a n m a r ' s democrat izat ion efforts, 2010 elections and Daw Aung San Suu Ky i ' s release. 

It noted need for improvement in women and chi ldren 's r ights, personal security, educat ion, health, jus t ice and 

humanitarian assistance, particularly for indigenous and minori ty groups. It noted that since the mid 1990s Malaysia has 

hosted a number of persons from the Nor thern Rakhine or Arakan State. It made recommenda t ions . 

19. Sweden was a larmed about widespread violations of human rights and humanitar ian law. It expressed concern 

about impunity for cr imes commit ted by the police, security forces and mili tary. Sweden noted that there were 

reportedly at least 2000 political prisoners. It made recommendat ions . 

Zimbabwe, Spain, Nigeria. Bolivia, Mexico, Slovakia. Netherlands, Honduras, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. Egypt, 
Australia, Chile, Latvia, Iraq 
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20. The Czech Republ ic expressed disappointment that M y a n m a r has not seriously engaged in tackling its human 

rights situation and acts contrarily to the human rights s tandards. It made recommenda t ions . 

2 1 . Japan welcomed Daw Aung San Suu Kyi ' s release, but regretted that N o v e m b e r ' s e lect ions were not free. I t 

hoped for the release of prisoners of conscience and for dialogue with the p ro-democracy m o v e m e n t . Japan expressed 

concern over civil and political r ights . I t asked M y a n m a r to explain how Consti tut ional and the Penal Code provis ions 

relate to the United Nat ions concerns on arbitrary detention, torture and il l-treatment. It made recommenda t ions . 

22 . The Democrat ic People 's Republ ic of Korea highlighted M y a n m a r ' s efforts to ensure stability and human 

rights protection. It appreciated ach ievements in the areas of health, educat ion and measures to further improve living 

condit ions. I t made r ecommenda t ions . 

2 3 . Viet N a m noted M y a n m a r ' s achievements on protect ing human rights and its cooperat ion with human rights 

mechanisms . Viet N a m welcomed the elections and the referendum on the Consti tut ion as progresses towards 

democracy, national reconcil iat ion, reconstruct ion and development . I t m a d e recommenda t ions . 

24. Thai land supported M y a n m a r ' s democrat izat ion and national reconcil iat ion processes . I t we lcomed the 2010 

elections and Daw Aung San Suu K y i ' s release. I t appreciated M y a n m a r ' s part icipation in the new A S E A N 

Intergovernmental Commiss ion on H u m a n Rights. I t urged M y a n m a r to consol idate the gains achieved. I t made 

recommendat ions . 

25 . Indonesia we lcomed M y a n m a r ' s elections and Daw A u n g San Suu Ky i ' s release. Indonesia wished to see 

progress towards an inclusive nat ional reconciliation and in deve loping democra t ic institutions. It made 

recommendat ions . 

26 . United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland called for the release of 2 ,200 political pr isoners . It 

expressed concern about human rights violations, including arbitrary detent ions, forced displacement , child soldiers, 

forced labour, torture, discrimination based on ethnicity and sexual v iolence. It made recommenda t ions . 

27 . Cambodia we lcomed the elect ions, a step towards democracy in accordance with the seven-step roadmap and 

the process of reconcil iat ion. It noted M y a n m a r ' s efforts for soc io-economic development . It we lcomed M y a n m a r ' s 

accession to the Palermo Protocol and the joint Plan of Act ion for the El iminat ion of Forced Labour with ILO. It made a 

recommendat ion . 

28 . Nepal recognised M y a n m a r ' s chal lenges in soc io-economic development . I t considered the seven-step roadmap 

as an initiative for democra t ic t ransformation. Nepal urged the international communi ty to coopera te with M y a n m a r to 

build institutional capacity. It appreciated that a number of armed groups had been d isarmed. 

29. Bhutan commended M y a n m a r ' s commi tment with human rights m e c h a n i s m s and the international communi ty . 

Bhutan asked for information about the "Health for All" p rog ramme and the "Thirty Year Long Te rm Education 

Development Plan". I t made recommendat ions . 

30 . The Islamic Republ ic of Iran welcomed the Commit tee on the Rights of the Child and the Plan of Action to 

Combat Human Trafficking. Noting M y a n m a r was a mult i-ethnic and mult i -rel igious country, facing complex 

challenges, it hoped the international communi ty would lift the unilateral coercive economic sanctions caus ing negat ive 

consequences . I t made recommenda t ions . 

3 1 . Phil ippines we lcomed the Const i tut ion, the elect ions and Daw A u n g San Suu Ky i ' s release. Phil ippines 

welcomed the national human rights institution; the measures taken to p romote w o m e n ' s and ch i ld ren ' s rights and the 

efforts to improve educat ion and health. Phil ippines requested the international communi ty to support M y a n m a r ' s 

efforts to eradicate poverty. It made recommendat ions . 
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32. Pakistan hoped that M y a n m a r would continue to s trengthen the democrat isat ion process . I t expressed concern 

that the international commun i ty had not lifted sanctions against Myanmar , which affected peop le and should consider 

doing so. Pakistan was concerned that some minority groups were discriminated on the basis of religion and race. It 

made recommendat ions . 

33 . Hungary expressed concern over impunity and called for investigations into human rights violat ions, including 

enforced disappearances , arbitrary detention, political imprisonment , sexual violence, torture and il l-treatment and 

bringing to just ice perpetra tors . It we lcomed efforts for child protect ion. It was concerned over child recrui tment and 

discrimination against w o m e n . I t welcomed Aung San Suu Ky i ' s release. I t made recommenda t ions . 

34. Canada expressed concern about the human rights situation and requested answers to its advance quest ions, 

especially on the legislation p lanned by the new Parl iament to address human rights gaps and the lack of participation in 

international human rights ins t ruments . I t made recommendat ions . 

35 . Slovenia welcomed the interdisciplinary National Commi t t ee on the Rights of the Child and the Commit tee for 

W o m e n ' s Affairs and encouraged M y a n m a r to provide them with sufficient resources . I t expressed concern over 

freedom of expression, rel igion, assembly and association. Slovenia inquired about access to safe dr inking water. It 

made recommendat ions . 

36. The Boiivarian Republ ic of Venezuela noted M y a n m a r ' s implementat ion of the seven-s tep roadmap to achieve 

its democratization. It h ighl ighted the Const i tu t ion 's approval with a 9 2 % majority. It noted that the international 

communi ty ' s support would be essential to national unity and that the unilateral sanctions imposed on M y a n m a r had not 

created the expected results. It made a recommendat ion. 

37. Brazil noted the elect ions and M y a n m a r ' s considerat ion to sign several human r ights instruments . Brazil was 

concerned about al legat ions of sexual violence involving armed forces ' member s . Brazil hoped that Myanmar protects 

fundamental freedoms, engages in a national reconcil iat ion process and releases pr isoners of conscience. It made 

recommendat ions . 

38 . The Russian Federat ion noted M y a n m a r ' s intention to continue the d ia logue with the international communi ty 

on human rights. It observed the formation of a new political system model and M y a n m a r ' s democrat isa t ion process . It 

acknowledged the chal lenges M y a n m a r faced as a least developed country. It m a d e a r ecommenda t ion . 

39 . India noted M y a n m a r ' s efforts towards the political reform process , national unity and reconciliation. It 

welcomed the new Const i tut ion; the elections and Daw Aung San Suu K y i ' s release. India noted M y a n m a r ' s 

cooperation with human r ights instruments and the steps taken on human trafficking, ch i ld ren ' s r ights and forced 

labour. India offered its cooperat ion. It made a recommendat ion . 

40 . France expressed concern about freedom of expression, information, human rights defenders ' situation and 

ethnic minorit ies. It noted that ILO condemned M y a n m a r ' s use of forced labour. It indicated that according to the 

Special Rapporteur some cases of enforced disappearances, extrajudicial execut ions, arbitrary detent ion and torture 

could constitute war c r imes and crimes against humanity. I t asked M y a n m a r about bringing those responsible to just ice. 

It made recommendat ions . 

4 1 . Bangladesh stated that international cooperat ion was important for Myanmar . I t c o m m e n d e d M y a n m a r for the 

Plan of Action to combat Human Trafficking. Bangladesh referred to C E D A W ' s concerns about restrictions and 

discrimination against Mus l im women and the Muslim minori ty in Northern Rakhine state. I t noted C R C ' s concerns 

about the situation of children belonging to minorit ies. It made recommendat ions . 

42 . The delegation of M y a n m a r stated that the Electoral Law and bye- laws permit full part icipation of all cit izens, 

regardless of their race, religion, region, gender and the right to form political part ies as well as to be an independent 

candidate for the election. 
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4 3 . All registered polit ical parties were al lowed to express their pol ic ies through var ious media . All parties were 

allowed peaceful assembly and associat ion for electoral campaign. The ent ire result of election, including information 

on the eligible votes, advance votes, and the percentage of voter turnout for each candida te were declared in the 

newspapers . 

44. Out of 42 registered part ies, 37 parties contested in the election. Al together 1148 candidates from 22 different 

parties, and 6 independent candidates won the seats. Sixteen parties of different national races are a m o n g them. 

45 . Any person has the right to object the elected candidates. Tr ibunals for election offences and malpract ices have 

been formed and are functioning. 

46 . Regarding C E D A W implementa t ion , the delegation stated that in addit ion to legal provis ions M y a n m a r ' s 

tradition and culture provide protect ion for women and girls from abuse. The drafting of Nat iona l Plan of Action for the 

Advancement of W o m e n 2011-2015 is in progress in col laborat ion with minis t r ies concerned, U N F P A and INGOs . 

47 . Women enjoy full and equal part icipation in public life and occupy high ranking posi t ions; 6 3 . 9 9 % in health 

sector, 7 6 . 4 6 % in educat ion sector and 5 0 . 9 9 % in administrat ive sector. 

48 . The Governmen t is implement ing maternal , newborn , adolescent and child heal th care activities through 

Reproduct ive Health Care P rog ramme and W o m e n and Child Health D e v e l o p m e n t P rog ramme. I t is improving human 
resources for health in quanti ty and quali ty and s trengthening infrastructure to encourage institutional delivery in rural 

areas. 

49 . The Government opened schools for the handicapped and mental ly retarded chi ldren. Current ly, the National 

Plan of Act ion for Persons with Disabil i ty (2010-2012) has been developed and will have a na t ionwide focus on persons 

with disability. 

50. The delegat ion stated that no death sentence was carried out since 1988. 

5 1 . Those referred to as "political pr i soners" and "prisoners of consc ience" are in pr ison because they had breached 

the prevail ing laws and not because of their political belief. 

52 . Torture is a grave cr ime and the Consti tut ion prohibits torture or cruel , inhumane or degrad ing t reatment . 

53 . M y a n m a r is implement ing the UN Standard Min imum Rules for the Trea tment of Pr isoners . Physic ians and 

nurses are stat ioned in pr isons and specialists from general hospitals are avai lable . Family visits are also al lowed. 

54. Al though, there is no M O U be tween I C R C and the Government , from 1999 to 2 0 0 5 , I C R C m a d e 406 visits to 

prisons and camps . Thereafter , i t s topped prison visits of its own voli t ion. However , after Cyc lone Nargis in 2008 , 

ICRC made 16 visits. 

55 . M y a n m a r has the established pract ice of grant ing amnesty . Since 1989, 114803 pr isoners were granted amnesty 

including those requested by UN, U N E S C O and ILO. 

56 . The Ministry of Information takes prevent ive action on media only if they report , print or publish contents 

inciting hatred among individuals , communi t ies , ethnic or religious g roups , or a seriously impair the intellectual, 

mental , moral or physical deve lopment of minors . The Consti tut ion guarantees that all ci t izens shall enjoy the 

fundamental rights. 

57. Since the Governmen t adopted a 30 Year Long-term Educat ion Development P lan in 2001-02 , there is a 

significant improvement in enrol lment and at tendance. The dropout rate has a lso been reduced. 
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58. Corporal pun ishment as well as humil iat ing punishment is strictly prohibi ted in schools in Myanmar . M y a n m a r 

language is the med ium of teaching in all schools . However , the use of ethnic language in school and work place is 

freely al lowed. Teachers in various ethnic nationali t ies areas are allowed to supplement teaching in their own language. 

59. Ireland expressed concern about reports of systematic violations by the military, pol ice and immigration force. 

It expressed concern over the lack of an independent judiciary , weak rule of law, impunity, pr isoners of conscience and 

detention condi t ions. It called for halting all human rights violations, ending impuni ty and political pr isoners ' release. It 

was concerned that ethnic minori t ies , particularly the Rohingya, are denied fundamental human rights. I t made 

recommendat ions . 

60. Austria referred to various UN human rights bod ies ' concerns, including excess ive use of force by security 

forces, enforced d isappearances , torture, political act ivists ' persecution and ethnic minor i t ies ' discr iminat ion. It 

expressed concern about A u n g San Suu Kyi ' s exclusion from the elect ions. I t made recommenda t ions . 

6 1 . Belgium regretted that, despite the de facto morator ium, courts cont inue to impose death penalty and requested 

information about its aboli t ion. Belgium welcomed Daw Aung San Suu K y i ' s release but remained concerned about the 

2200 prisoners detained without trial and subject to violence. Belgium ment ioned the Roh ingyas ' impossibili ty to claim 

citizenship. I t m a d e recommenda t ions . 

62. Cuba noted M y a n m a r ' s colonial past and rich ethnic diversity and highl ighted its work in favour of 

reconciliation and national unity. It noted advancements in the field of human rights such as urban and rural 

development plans , an increase in spending in the health sector, programs and projects to reach the M D G s . It made 

recommendat ions . 

63 . Switzer land expressed concern about the detention of more than 2 0 0 0 political pr isoners . I t was also concerned 

at the overall situation of e thnic minorities, more specifically the Musl im populat ion of the north state of Rakhine and at 

reports of excessive use of force and torture. It made recommendat ions . 

64. G e r m a n y asked what steps Myanmar was taking to eradicate the prac t ice of child soldiers and about minori ty 

rights. It asked about the legal status of the Musl im minori ty and their protect ion from forced labour, about lifting 

restrictions to freedom of assembly, association, movemen t and expression, and ending censorship . I t made 

recommendat ions . 

65 . Turkey appreciated progress made in addressing trafficking in persons and in invest igat ing cases of child 

recruitment. It took note of the abolition of the death penalty in pract ice. It requested more information about the 

harmonization be tween domest ic law and human rights law. It made recommenda t ions . 

66. The Republ ic of Korea recognized M y a n m a r ' s efforts to implement the seven-step roadmap to democracy, 

including the N o v e m b e r 2010 elections, but it was concerned that they fell short of the expecta t ions to be free and fair. 

It expressed concern about prisoners of conscience, reports of human rights violat ions and restrictions on fundamental 

freedoms. It made recommenda t ions . 

67. Nicaragua noted M y a n m a r ' s challenges of reconcil iat ion, peace and development , and recognized its efforts to 

achieve national unity and implement the roadmap towards democrat izat ion. It highlighted the importance of the 

international c o m m u n i t y ' s support . Nicaragua did not support imposed unilateral measures s ince they threaten self-

determination and impede the implementat ion of the roadmap. It made a recommendat ion . 

68. Azerbaijan noted the establishment a human rights body and applauded the abolition of practice of the death 

penalty since 1988 and welcomed the establishment of w o m e n ' s rights organizat ions. I t made recommendat ions . 

69. Maldives noted M y a n m a r ' s will ingness to work with international commun i ty on human rights issues. It 

welcomed M y a n m a r ' s commi tmen t to making the transition to democracy and concluded that such democrat ic reforms 

must proceed in open and inclusive manner. It made recommendat ions . 
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70. Sudan c o m m e n d e d M y a n m a r ' s efforts to protect chi ldren 's r ights , part icularly the establ ishment of juveni le 

jus t ice courts and d i sa rmament , demobil izat ion and reintegration p rograms for child soldiers . I t also applauded 

M y a n m a r ' s efforts to r each national reconcil iat ion. Sudan called for the lifting of unilateral sanctions imposed on 

Myanmar . I t made r ecommenda t ions . 

7 1 . The Democrat ic Republ ic of Timor-Leste noted with appreciat ion M y a n m a r ' s efforts to protect the rights of 

the child. It appreciated the peaceful conduct of 2010 general elections and that a number of a rmed groups exchanged 

their a rms for peace . It inquired about plans for d isarming the remaining armed groups and for engaging in a dialogue 

with other polit ical groups . It made recommenda t ions . 

72. The United States of America welcomed the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and c o n d e m n e d systematic human 

rights violations. I t expressed concern over the detention of 2100 prisoners and d isappoin tment over the 2010 elections 

which were neither free nor fair. It noted government critics were at risk for harassment , arbi trary arrest, torture and ill-

treatment, even extra-judicial kil l ings. It expressed concern over the si tuation of ethnic minor i t ies . It made 

recommendat ions . 

73 . Jordan hoped for further progress to improve human rights and expressed concern about the human rights 

situation of Musl im minor i t ies , particularly women and girls. It made recommenda t ions . 

74. New Zealand hoped that Myanmar would address the humani tar ian needs of its people and engage 

constructively on its international human rights obl igat ions. It also hoped for the release of all polit ical prisoners. It 

remained concerned for the well-being of children, especially those recruited as child soldiers. It made 

recommendat ions . 

75 . Poland expressed regret that despite Consti tutional provisions, the Governmen t cont inued to control and restrict 

practices of minori ty re l ig ions . It asked about a l lowing ethnic and religious minori t ies to exerc ise their rights. It made 

recommendat ions . 

76. Bahrain welcomed M y a n m a r ' s efforts to promote human rights. I t requested informat ion about the national 

plans to promote ch i ld ren ' s rights and to achieve the M D G s ; and about measures establ ished to implement C E D A W ' s 

recommendat ions . 

77 . Greece appreciated that M y a n m a r valued the importance of the U P R mechan ism in the promot ion of human 

rights. It encouraged M y a n m a r to a l low for an inclusive dialogue and a full part icipation of all democra t ic actors in the 

political process . I t made recommenda t ions . 

78 . Uruguay wished that M y a n m a r could take a path of dialogue and we lcomed Daw Aung San Suu Kyi ' s release. 

Uruguay hoped that the elect ions were the beginning of a national dia logue. It m a d e r ecommenda t ions . 

79. Portugal requested information on M y a n m a r ' s plans to uncondit ional ly release political prisoners and to restore 

their political rights. Portugal asked about measures taken to tackle the situation of torture and il l-treatment in detention. 

Portugal raised concerns that marital rape is not recognised as a criminal offence. It made recommenda t ions . 

80. The Syrian Arab Republ ic highlighted M y a n m a r ' s seven-s tep roadmap towards democra t iza t ion . I t welcomed 

the 2010 elections and M y a n m a r ' s efforts to p romote health, education, protect ion of chi ldren, w o m e n ' s rights and 

rights of persons with disabili t ies. It urged for international c o m m u n i t y ' s support , pointing out obstacles because of the 

unilateral coercive measures imposed on Myanmar . 

8 1 . Ukraine expressed its hope that the new Government would place human rights protect ion among its key 

priorities. It asked for information about the National Plan of Action. It made recommenda t ions . 
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82. Denmark noted that several Consti tutional articles undermine international human rights standards, specifically 

freedom of expression, associat ion and assembly; and detained pe r sons ' rights. Denmark was concerned about the use 

of torture, ill-treatment and arbitrary detention of peaceful dissenters and ethnic minori t ies , and called for their release. 

It made recommenda t ions . 

83 . Argentina we lcomed the release of A u n g San Suu Kyi as a step towards the liberation of other political 

prisoners and the s t rengthening of political participation in Myanmar . It asked about the judicial mechanisms used to 

investigate human rights violations. It made recommenda t ions . 

84. Norway noted M y a n m a r ' s chal lenges in human rights protection, democrat izat ion and national reconciliation. 

Norway noted M y a n m a r ' s cooperat ion with the United Nat ions regarding protect ion of ch i ld ' s rights. I t appreciated 

measures carried out to combat human trafficking, reintegrate child soldiers and combat forced labour. It made 

recommendat ions . 

85 . Italy welcomed the elections and Aung San Suu Ky i ' s liberation. I t was concerned about human rights violations 

and impunity, specifically regarding the death penal ty, child soldiers, torture, forced labour, sexual violence, restrictions 

on freedom of expression, ethnic minor i t ies ' and de ta inees ' rights. I t made recommenda t ions . 

86 . The delegation of M y a n m a r stated that Special Rapporteurs during their visits were al lowed to go to places they wanted a 

meet the persons they requested. 

87. The Myanmar H u m a n Rights Body is still at an initial stage and its goal is to emerge eventually as National Human Rig! 

Commiss ion in line with Paris Principles. 

88 . Since 2006 , the Government issued a public notice in the newspaper to compla in against human rights violat ions to t 

ministries concerned. F rom January to August 2010 , the Ministry of H o m e Affairs received 503 submissions and action was tak 

on 199 complaints , 203 complaints were under investigation and 101 complaints were found to be false. 

89. The delegation stated that the Government s trengthened its Legislat ion and enhanced enforcement action. Some 

of the measures taken include the establ ishment of the M y a n m a r Nat ional Commi t t ee for W o m e n Affairs in 1996; 

becoming a State Party to U N C T O C and its Protocol in 2004 and promulgat ion of the Anti Trafficking in Persons L a w 

in 2005 . 

90. Due to the economic sanctions imposed on Myanmar , over 160 garment factories were closed and 162 foreign 

companies were wi thdrawn and over 70,000 workers mainly w o m e n became jobless . Sanct ions have become a major 

push factor in the trafficking arena. 

9 1 . Regarding the issue of child soldiers, the delegation stated that under the M y a n m a r Defense Services Act and 

War Office Council Instruct ions, the m i n i m u m age requirement to enlist in the a rmed forces is eighteen. Forced 

conscription in any form is strictly prohibited. A Child Soldier Prevention Commit tee has been established since 2004 

with the task to prevent recrui tment of underage children. 

92 . Punitive actions are taken against mili tary personnel who violate the military recrui tment laws and regulations. A 

total of 440 underage recruits have been returned to their parents or guardians since 2 0 0 2 . For the process of 

demobil izat ion, rehabilitation and reintegration and in awareness raising, the Governmen t is working in close 

cooperat ion with the U N I C E F , the INGOs and N G O s . In drafting the plan of action, the Government cooperates with 

the UN Country Team. 

9 3 . According to Special Rapporteur Mr. Quintana: "Internat ional partners have acknowledged the Government ' s 

increased commitment to addressing the issue of recrui tment of child soldiers ." 

94. Rape is regarded by M y a n m a r people and Government as the most dastardly cr ime. Perpetrators are brought to 

just ice and prosecuted and on convict ion, heavy sentences from 7 to 20 years imprisonment are imposed. The allegation 
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of sexual violence against ethnic w o m e n and children are baseless and is merely a imed at discredit ing the M y a n m a r 

Armed Forces. 

95 . Internal insurgencies and terror ism have endangered national securi ty and hampered the l ivelihood of the people . 

The Government has given priority to nat ional reconsolidat ion through peaceful negotiat ions and eventually reached 

cease fire agreements with 17 out of 18 major ethnic armed groups and people are n o w enjoying unprecedented peace 

and development since regaining independence . It is important to note that the insurgent groups never represent any of 

the ethnic national races or people . 

96 . N o w a d a y s , the insurgency is confined to a few localities in the border areas. Coun te r insurgency activities are 

conducted only against those remnant insurgents . Mili tary opera t ions are carried out in accordance with rules of 

engagement and strict instructions are a lso given to avoid civilian casualties. The G o v e r n m e n t is commit ted to 

investigate any allegation of human rights violat ions and takes action against any perpetrator in accordance with law. 

9 7 . The delegat ion stated that the Const i tut ion guarantees all ci t izens, freedom of religion regardless of race, religion 

and sex. Authori t ies routinely approve the requests for rel igious gather ings and celebrat ions. Rel igious teachings are 

also permit ted. 

98 . There is no closure of rel igious bui lding in the country. Moreover , authorit ies al low renovat ion and construction 

of religious buildings. 

99 . The Land Acquisi t ion Act protects the M y a n m a r cit izens from forced eviction or confiscation of land. To 

sustain the l ivelihood and development of local communi ty in project site areas, the gove rnmen t provides land for 

resett lement. The social infrastructures are developed by the state budget al locat ions and the project par tners ' 

contr ibutions. 

100. The delegation stated that the Government is commit ted to enhance the wel l -being and l ivelihood of its ethnic 

nationalit ies. Tra in ing of ethnic youths to be teachers, es tabl ishing the Ministry of Progress of Border Areas and 

National Races and Deve lopment Affairs and preservation of ethnic languages and li terature are a lso under taken by the 

Government . 

101. The allegation regarding the discrimination and harassment against local populat ion of Nor thern Rakhine State is 

contrary to the facts. Historically and cultural ly those people do not const i tute any national race and they are illegal 

immigrants res iding a long the border areas of Northern Rakhine State. M y a n m a r endeavours to solve this cross-border 

movement of people bilaterally and amicably with its ne ighbour ing country and in cooperat ion with U N H C R . Since 

1992, over 230,000 returnees have been accepted by the M y a n m a r s ide under the voluntary repatriat ion p rog ramme . 

The Government has issued about 700 ,000 temporary' registration cards to eligible people . T h e Government is also 

implement ing deve lopment p rogrammes in the Nor thern Rakhine State. 

102. The delegat ion stated that peace and stability, democracy and human rights are mutual ly interdependent . By 

rebuilding national unity with the return to legal fold of 17 former insurgent groups, the government is able to bring 

about peace and stability to almost all corners of Myanmar . With the new Consti tut ion, which the people of M y a n m a r 

has expressed their will through a referendum and successful holding of a nat ion-wide elect ions a democrat ic era has 

been ushered in. This greatly enhances the enjoyment of human rights by the people of Myanmar . 

103. The Delegation Leade r ' s conclusion is as follows: 

(a) Some questions can only be answered when the new government is formed by the Hlut taw. 

(b) M y a n m a r laws are promulgated in accordance with the Basic Principles of Judiciary as laid down by 

the Seventh Congress of Cr ime. The example is Judiciary L a w Section 2 and Section 19 of the 
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Consti tut ion. Judiciary is to hear both parties. The aggrieved party is a lways discontent. Thus , hearing 

only the aggrieved party amounts to miscarriage of jus t ice . Myanmar has an impartial and fair 

jud ic ia ry that hears both part ies. An alleged crime should also be heard on both sides of the coin. 

(c) Independent investigation in International Law requires the ingredient of Exhaust ion of Local 

Remedies . The Ministry of H o m e Affairs is exercising such function with the Minister for Home 

Affairs acting in his ministerial capacity. Compla in ts are submit ted, dismissed or investigated as a 

cont inuous process. Th i s has been commended by Special Rapporteur in his Report to 6 5 t h LTNGA. 

(d) L a w review has been m a d e by all ministries with a view to submission to Hlut taw either to amend, 

repeal or promulgate new laws. They review whether exist ing laws are compat ible with the 

Consti tut ion and international norms. Redress is made through Five Writs in the Consti tut ion. If a law 

is incompatible with the Const i tut ion, the redress is made by the Consti tutional Tribunal . 

(e) T h e ILO Convent ion N o . 87 on Freedom of Association has been ratified. A new domest ic law 

compat ib le with this Convent ion is presently under drafting by Labour Ministry with the cooperat ion 

of ILO. There is also cooperat ion between M y a n m a r and ILO on Convent ion N o . 29 on Forced 

Labour . M y a n m a r has m a d e dormant certain offending provis ions on some laws. Through the 

Supplementary Unders tand ing (SU) with ILO, M y a n m a r has created a complaint mechan i sm. The SU 

has been extended thrice. 

(f) Ratification of the remain ing core Human Rights Treat ies is under study and considerat ion. After it 

ha s been studied, it will go through Hlut taw in accordance with Parl iamentary practice. M y a n m a r has 

the political will to observe Human Rights . 

(g) The re is no impunity in M y a n m a r . No one is above the law. The legal max im Nemo est supra leges is 

the accepted principle. Ci t izens, military and police personnel are not above the law and action will be 

taken against them when law is breached. Trafficking is the ou tcome of sanctions in many cases. 

Foreign companies have wi thdrawn their investment, factories were closed down and 70,000 workers , 

ma in ly women became job less . 

(h) D u e to the positive deve lopments including successful holding of elections, the A S E A N Ministers 

Retreat on 16-1-2011 called for the lifting of sanctions on M y a n m a r . 

(i) M y a n m a r has reached a new milestone, opened a new chapter and turned a new page with posit ive 

developments . Cannot the international communi ty respond with encouragement , support and 

unders tanding? 

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations 

104. The recommendat ions formulated during the interactive dialogue listed be low have been examined by M y a n m a r 

and enjoy the suppor t of Myanmar : 

Consider becoming party to the remaining core human rights treaties as well (Pakis tan); 

Ratify and fully implement , step by step, all universal core human rights treaties (Slovenia) ; 

Consider acceding to core human rights instruments (Jordan); 

Consider acceding to the remaining international human rights treaties (Ukraine); 

Ensure the effective implementat ion of the Convent ion on the Rights of the Child, especially the rights to educat ion and 

health (New Zealand) ; 

Consider the possibil i ty of signing or ratifying ICCPR, ICESCR, I C E R D , CAT and C E D (Argent ina) ; 

Consider accession to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on 

Economic , Social and Cultural Rights (Phil ippines); 
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Consider incorporat ing its international human rights obl igat ions into domest ic law (Jordan) ; 

Cont inue to improve its domest ic legislation and jud ic ia ry system to be in line with international human rights standards 

and obligations including intensifying human rights educat ion and training, especially for its mili tary and law 

enforcement officers, in order to enhance their awareness and promote greater accountabi l i ty (Thai land) ; 

Take steps to review domest ic laws with a v iew to guarantee ing the right to freedom of express ion, association and 

assembly, including assuring a free and independent media (Indonesia) ; 

Establish and enforce strict legislation cr iminal izing rape in every context, including marital rape (Portugal) ; 

Do and act in light of its national reality in order to guarantee unity, peace, stability in M y a n m a r and in the region (Lao 

PDR) ; 

Initiate as possible , with the assistance of the international communi ty , the needed p rog rammes of investment in sectors 

of health, educat ion and social security (Algeria) ; 

Continue implement ing the G o v e r n m e n t ' s reform policy and action plans to address soc io-economic inequality in order 

to achieve further progress to improve the situation of human rights in the country especial ly in an effort to achieve the 

most of the targets of M D G s , including pover ty reduct ion, the control of HIV, the fight against human trafficking 

(Cambodia) ; 

Stay on the path of consolidat ion of political stability in the country, under the principles of free self-determination and 

sovereignty, for which , it is very important to rely on international cooperat ion and assis tance (Venezue la ) ; 

Continue implement ing the strategies and plans for the soc io-economic development of the country (Cuba) ; 

Continue implement ing the programs and measures to improve the enjoyment of the right to education and the right to 

health of all its populat ion (Cuba) ; 

Cont inue with its efforts to promote and protect human rights and freedoms (Sri Lanka) ; 

Cont inue its efforts to p romote and protect human rights for its people and hold workshops and seminars to increase 

public awareness on human rights matters (Brunei Darussa lam) ; 

Strengthen policies and measures to ensure a better respect and protection of all human r ights , especially in the fields of 

fundamental economic , social and cultural rights and the right to development (Viet N a m ) ; 

Accelerate the effective implementat ion of the Nat ional Plan 2010-2012 on persons with disabili t ies including 

providing them with employment opportuni t ies (Sudan) ; 

Engage more consistently with human rights bodies and mechan i sms at the international level (Turkey) ; 

A participator}' and inclusive process in the follow up to the UPR, including the full range of civil society, as well as the 

UN Human Rights system (Norway) ; 

Continue to coopera te with human rights mechanisms , international communi ty in promot ing and safeguarding the 

rights of mult i-ethnic people in M y a n m a r (Lao PDR) ; 

Cooperate with the HRC special procedures and mechan i sms , as well as engage in a dia logue with the O H C H R with a 

view to ensuring respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms (Poland); 
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Cooperate effectively with the Human Rights Counci l and its special procedures with a v iew to addressing the many 

pressing human rights issues besett ing the country (Austr ia) ; 

Fully cooperate with the Special Rappor teur on the situation of human rights in M y a n m a r (Ukra ine) ; 

Cont inue to engage the Office of the High Commiss ione r for Human Rights (Singapore) ; 

Ensure that ethnic and religious minorit ies are granted fundamental rights and end discr iminat ion against persons 

belonging to these minorit ies (Slovenia) ; 

End and prohibit torture (Slovenia) ; 

Improve condit ions in all prisons and detent ions to be brought into compliance with international s tandards , including 

the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (Denmark) ; 

Ensure that violence against women and girls, including domest ic violence and all forms of sexual abuse, constitute a 

criminal offence, that perpetrators are prosecuted and punished (Norway) ; 

End forced labour and child labour (Slovenia) ; 

Further efforts to prevent the use of child soldiers and to demobil ise and reintegrate child soldiers (Norway) ; 

Strengthen its efforts to enhance the enforcement of the min imum age to recrui tment into the military and to draft a new 

National Plan of Action for children based on the M D G (Iran); 

Adopt strict legislation which criminalizes rape in every context and which ensures legal pun ishment of the perpetrators 

including those from the police, mili tary and other authori t ies (Hungary) ; 

Ensure the independence and impartiality of the judic iary and guarantee due process of law (Italy); 

Ensure that law enforcement officials receive necessary training, including on human rights s tandards , domest ic legal 

protections, and the appropriate use of force (Canada) ; 

Conduct an investigation, bring perpetrators to jus t ice and provide reparation to the vict ims of sexual violence involving 

members of armed forces (Brazil) ; 

Promote inter-religious dialogue and cooperat ion at the key local and national levels (Phi l ippines) ; 

Fully cooperate with ILO and implement the recommenda t ions of the ILO Inquiry Commiss ion (France); 

Take appropriate measure and action plan while cont inuing the cooperation with the international communi ty to 

implement the M D G s , in particular the poverty reduct ion, the right to food and food security (Viet N a m ) ; 

Enhance measures and international cooperat ion aimed at reducing poverty, fulfilling the Mi l lennium Development 

Goals , and strengthening capacity to respond effectively to natural disasters (Phil ippines); 

Pursue its efforts for a balanced development that br idges the gap between the rural and urban areas, with special 

attention to the realization of M D G s on health (Sudan) ; 

Continue providing health care services at primary health care facilities at min imum or no cost (Bhutan) ; 

Adopt a School Feeding Program and to integrate it with the local agricultural production (Brazi l) ; 
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Cont inue its efforts to further improve the quali ty of educat ion and health services ( D P R K ) ; 

Cont inue its efforts to develop and expand child-friendly schools based on the Convent ion on the Rights of the Child 

(Bhutan) ; 

Further strengthen promot ing and protect ing human rights of M y a n m a r people and its ethnic g roups in the Northern 

Rakhine state (Bangladesh) ; 

Cont inue its development activities in Nor thern Rakhine states (Bangladesh) ; 

Cont inue its efforts to engage various e thnic groups and address their humanitar ian and soc io e c o n o m i c needs as an 

integral part of its democrat izat ion and reconcil iat ion process (Thai land); 

Ensure that e thnic minorit ies are granted fundamental rights and are enabled to enjoy their cul ture , religion and their 

language freely and without any form of discr iminat ion (Poland) ; 

Solve long-standing conflicts be tween the G o v e r n m e n t and ethnic groups in a peaceful m a n n e r (Czech Republ ic) ; 

Rehabili tate M y a n m a r returnees in cooperat ion with the relevant UN agencies (Bangladesh) ; 

Cont inue to collaborate closely with the donor communi ty , UN agencies , international financial insti tutions and civil 

society organisat ions to develop s t ronger institutional capacity and align national policies and priori t ies with 

international no rms and M y a n m a r ' s t reaty obl igat ions (Singapore) ; 

Enhance cooperat ion with the United Nat ions and other specialised agencies with a view to fully implement ing national 

action plans and p rogrammes in the field of human r ights , worke r s ' rights, human resource deve lopment , education and 

health, a m o n g others (Malays ia) ; 

Seek to engage with the international communi ty , with the aim to integrate with the global sys tem and support its 

gradual democratisat ion system (Singapore) ; 

Hold, with the help of the relevant UN agencies , m o r e seminars and training courses on h u m a n rights issues (China); 

Enhance its engagement with the A S E A N Intergovernmenta l Commiss ion on Human Rights ( Indonesia) ; 

Cont inue its cooperation with ILO and other relevant mechan i sms to ensure full respect for the rights of the child 

consistent with international law part icularly human rights law (Jordan); 

Cooperate with the international commun i ty in order to achieve progress with regard to p romot ion and protection of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms in the country (Ukra ine) ; 

Identify a priori ty list of areas in which assistance and aid are most crucially needed and approach bilateral, regional 

and international partners and s takeholders , as appropr ia te (Malaysia) ; 

Open further its engagement with the international communi ty in order to strengthen its capaci ty to ensure the 

enjoyment of economic , social and cultural rights of its people (Indonesia) ; 

Seek assistance of the international communi ty , to achieve comprehens ive national deve lopment (Sudan) ; 

105. The following recommendat ions enjoy the suppor t of M y a n m a r which considers that they are already 

implemented or in the process of implementat ion: 
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1. Take legislative and practical steps to ensure a political process and elections that are free and democrat ic 

(Austr ia) ; 

2. Repeal the provisions of the T o w n s Act and Villages Act of 1907, under which forced labour for the military is 

currently codified (New Zealand); 

3. Further strengthen its national mach ine ry to ensure gender equality (Azerbaijan); 

4. Cont inue its efforts to eradicate negat ive impacts inflicted by external coercive economic sanctions (DPRK) ; 

5. Remain constructively engaged with the international communi ty on the issue of lifting sanctions (Pakistan); 

6. Cont inue the efforts to combat pover ty and ensure sustainable development , and fully implement projected 

reform programs, road map and political t ransformation (Russian Federat ion); 

7. Enhance efforts to achieving the seven-s tep Roadmap as the Governmen t of M y a n m a r has promised toward 

bui lding a democrat ic and ruled-by-law State (Viet Nam) ; 

8. Adopt effective measures to fight v iolence against women (Slovenia) ; 

9. Prohibit the recrui tment of children and take measures against all violators (Sudan) ; 

10. Increase its efforts to prevent and combat violence against women and human trafficking and adopt a National 

Plan of Action for the advancement of human rights of women (Iran); 

106. The following recommendat ions will be examined by Myanmar , which will provide responses in due course. 

The responses of M y a n m a r to these r ecommenda t ions will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human 

Rights Council at its 17 t h session. 

1. Accede to the universal human rights core treaties (Brazi l) ; 

2. Ensure that legislation, policy and practice are in accordance with international human rights norms and 

standards (Slovenia) ; 

3. Ratify the International Covenan t s , C A T , C R P D , C E R D , as well as the R o m e Statute of the ICC 

(Austria); 

4. Sign and ratify the C A T as well as the ICCPR (Switzer land); 

5. Ratify and effectively implement core international human rights treaties, inter alia, the ICCPR, ICESCR, 

and CAT, and fulfil the obligations under the treaties to which M y a n m a r is a party by bringing domest ic 

legislation, policies and practices in harmony with the provisions therein (Republ ic of Korea) ; 

6. Sign and ratify C A T and O P C A T , and establish a National Preventive Mechanism (Maldives) ; 

7. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the C R C on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (Timor-

Leste); 

8. Accede to the International Covenan t on Civil and Political Rights, International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights, and Convent ion against Tor ture (New Zealand); 
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9. Make a plan to sign and ratify the core human rights treaties and the Opt ional Protocols thereto, as well as 

to abolish the death penalty s ince the effective morator ium doesn' t seem to d iscourage lower courts from 

handing down sentences (Greece) ; 

10. Reach a t imely decision to sign I C E S C R , ICCPR, C E R D and O P - C R C - S C (Japan) ; 

11. Give due considerat ion to becoming a s ignatory to O P - C R C - A C (Japan) ; 

12. Accede to the remaining core human rights treaties and core labour s tandards it has yet to become party 

to, and cont inue to cooperate with international and regional human rights m e c h a n i s m s in implement ing its 

obligations (Thai land) ; 

13. Ratify the remaining core human rights treaties, such as ICCPR, C E R D , C A T as well as the Convent ion 

relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the Convent ion on Reduct ion of Statelessness (Hungary) ; 

14. Ratify all core human rights convent ions , especially ICCPR, I C E S C R and C A T (Germany) ; 

15. Accede to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the near future and ensure their effective implementat ion (Czech 

Republic); 

16. Access ion to the Ottawa Convent ion on the Prohibition of the Use Stockpi l ing , Product ion and Transfer 

of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Dest ruct ion (Canada) ; 

17. Join the Convent ion against Tor ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrad ing Trea tment or Punishment 

and adapt its national legislation accordingly (Be lg ium) ; 

18. Ratify the Convent ion against Tor ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrad ing Trea tment or Punishment 

(Portugal); 

19. Ratify and implement the Convent ion against Torture and Other Cruel , Inhuman or Degrading Trea tment 

or Punishment (Denmark) ; 

20. Ratify' and effectively implement international human rights treaties, including the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocols ; the International Covenan t on Economic , Social and 

Cultural Rights; the Convent ion against Tor ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrad ing Treatment or 

Punishment; and the Optional Protocols to the Convent ion on the Rights of the Child (Italy); 

21 . Amend its domest ic laws to ensure that all people of the country are able to enjoy their fundamental 

human rights (Ireland); 

22. Repeal or amend laws used to suppress peaceful political dissent and freedom of expression, association 

and assembly, including by grant ing those fundamental rights to the new m e m b e r s of Par l iament (Italy); 

23. That the new Commiss ion be equipped with all the necessary safeguards to ensure its true independence 

in accordance with the Paris Principles (Timor-Leste) ; 

24. Establish a National Human Rights Commiss ion in line with the Paris Principles to provide for effective 

promotion and protection of human rights at the national level (Thai land); 

25. Cont inue s trengthening its system of promotion and protection of human rights in accordance with 

international human rights instruments , ensure the creation of a national h u m a n rights institution that complies 

with the Paris Principles and continue cooperat ing with the UN system mechan i sms (Nicaragua) ; 
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26. Upgrade its human rights body into an independent and credible National Human Rights Institution in 

accordance with the Paris Pr inciples ( Indones ia) ; 

27. Expedi te the establishment of a national human rights institution that is fully compliant with the Paris 

Principles (India); 

28. Further enhance the manda te of the M y a n m a r Human Rights Body so that i t can discharge its duties in 

accordance with the Paris Principles (Jordan) ; 

29. Take necessary steps for the reformat ion of the Myanmar Human Rights Body as the Human Rights 

Commission in accordance with the Paris Principles (Azerbaijan); 

30. Establish an independent human rights institution in conformity with the Paris Principles (Portugal) ; 

31 . Take immediate steps in order to ensure a full protection of civilians in conflict areas and to prevent such 

conflicts in the future by the creation of a democra t ic environment with a full respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms to all m e m b e r s of the society, including member s of ethnic minori t ies (Czech Republ ic) ; 

32. Cont inue with its efforts in order to coopera te fully with the UN Specia l Rappor teur on the Situation of 

Human Rights in M y a n m a r and with special procedures mandate-holders that have requested access to the 

country in order to observe the si tuation of human rights and implement their r ecommenda t ions (Argent ina) ; 

33. Coopera te with the UN Special Rappor teur on the situation of h u m a n r ights in the country by providing 

unimpeded access to visit and report on the human rights situation th roughout the country (Canada) ; 

34. Increase cooperat ion with the Office of the High Commiss ioner for H u m a n Rights and the Special 

Procedures of the Human Rights Counci l (Greece) ; 

35 . Incorporate the rights enshr ined in the UN Declarat ion on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples into domest ic 

law and ratify the International Convent ion on the Elimination of All F o r m s of Racial Discr iminat ion 

(Denmark) ; 

36. Abolish the death penalty as soon as poss ib le (Belgium); 

37. Abolish capital punishment in nat ional legislation (Italy); 

38. That allegations of excess ive use of force and torture should be subject to effective and independent 

investigation in a t imely manne r in order to br ing to jus t ice those responsible of those acts (Switzerland); 

39. Guarantee without delay to all detainees appropriate detention condi t ions and access to medical care and 

engage in substantive dia logue with the International Commit tee of Red Cross on these issues (Switzerland); 

40. Co-operate fully with the ILO to end forced and child labour including in the military, in particular 

through implementat ion of a Joint Act ion Plan and awareness raising activities (UK) ; 

41 . Put an end to recrui tment and use of child soldiers, especially on borde r areas, in order to not consider 

them as deserters, and consider ratifying the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed 

Conflicts (Uruguay); 

42. Prioritise its work with the International Labour Organisation on a Joint Action Plan on child soldiers to 

progress the implementat ion of Securi ty Council Resolution 1612 (New Zealand) ; 
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43. Cooperate with the United Nat ions to end the recruitment of child soldiers, and facilitate effective 

monitoring in addit ion to report ing violat ions against children in a rmed conflict by the UN country team 

(Hungary); 

44. Exert more efforts to p romote and protect the rights of Muslim minori t ies ( Jordan) ; 

45. The abolition of the Press Scrutiny Board and the Broadcast ing Censorsh ip Board and take concrete steps 

to ensure that the press and broadcast ing media can operate freely (Norway) ; 

46. Intensify coopera t ion part icularly at the regional and bilateral level with ne ighbour ing States in the effort 

to find a durable and lasting solution to the issue of the Myanmar refugees (Malays ia ) ; 

107. The recommendat ions be low do not enjoy the support of Myanmar : 

1. Take immediate steps to end cont inuing violations of international human r ights law (USA) ; 

2. Amend the Const i tut ion accordingly and in compliance with international human rights treaties and 

humanitarian laws ( D e n m a r k ) 

3. Modify the L a w on Cit izenship of 1982 to ensure all minorit ies equal r ights as citizens and remove all 

restrictions imposed to Mus l im minori ty of the state of Rakhine (Swi tzer land) ; 

4. Begin a t ransparent and inclusive dia logue with all national s takeholders , inc luding opposit ion parties and 

civil society, aimed at r ev iewing and reforming all relevant national legislation to ensure that it is consistent 

with international human rights law (Maldives) ; 

5. Repeal laws that are not in compl iance with international human rights law and rev iew its legal system to 

ensure compliance with the rights to due process and a fair trial and respect for the rule of law (New Zealand) ; 

6. Repeal Article 445 of the 2008 Const i tut ion, which effectively grants total immuni ty to State and military 

personnel to act with impuni ty , even for cr iminal offences (New Zealand) ; 

7. Pursue dialogue and cooperat ion a m o n g all s takeholders, including with a view to ensure that the 

Constitution provisions are in line with international standards related to democracy and human rights 

(Norway); 

8. Promptly bring its domest ic legislation and Consti tution in line with international s tandards and remove 

restrictions on fundamental freedoms, including freedom of expression, f reedom of peaceful assembly and 

association, freedom of the press and religious freedom (Canada) ; 

9. Review domest ic legislation that cr iminal izes peaceful political dissent and rev iew arrest warrants issued 

on the basis of such legislation (Brazi l) ; 

10. Adapt the Act of Ci t izenship of 1982 in order to put an end to the s tatelessness of the Rohingya 

population (Belgium); 

11. Establish a national consul ta t ive body to provide a platform for all national s takeholders to be consulted 

on and involved in the implementa t ion of the democra t ic reform process (Maldives) ; 

12. In terms of children, take necessary measures to improve the birth regis t ry system, following the 

recommendat ion of the C R C in not identifying any ethnic or religious group in official documents which could 

allow discriminatory t reatment; to avoid statelessness; to ban corporal punishment in the families, schools and 
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other institutions, by organiz ing educat ive campaigns; and to start reforms in the juven i l e just ice system, 

following the Convent ion and the international standards of increasing the age of criminal responsibili ty 

(Uruguay); 

13. Renew the agreement with the International Commit tee of the Red Cross to al low visits to places of 

detention (Maldives) ; 

14. Renewed cooperat ion with the ICRC, including al lowing ICRC access to all places of detention 

(Norway); 

15. Cooperate with the international human rights mechanisms and humani tar ian agencies , specifically by 

issuing a standing invitation to the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Counci l and al lowing full and 

unhindered access to all persons in need of humanitarian assistance (Republ ic of Korea) ; 

16. Al low unimpeded access to all regions to the International Commi t t ee of the Red Cross, Special 

Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, other United Nat ions envoys and humanitarian 

organisations (New Zea land) ; 

17. Extend a s tanding invitation to all h u m a n rights Special Procedures (Mald ives) ; 

18. Provide the favourable response to the request for visits to M y a n m a r of Secre tary-Genera l representative 

and Special Rapporteurs , in particular, on the human rights of displaced persons, the right to food (since 2003) , 

freedom of religion and bel ief (since 2007) , extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary execut ions (since 2007) , on the 

independence of j u d g e s and lawyers (Ukra ine) ; 

19. Invite the Special Rappor teurs on Judges and Lawyers , on Freedom of Opin ion and Expression, and on 

Torture and other Inhuman, Cruel or Degrading Treatment or Punishment to visit the country (Maldives) ; 

20 . Invite the new Special Rappor teur on the Rights to Freedom of Assembly and of Associa t ion to visit the 

country (Maldives) ; 

2 1 . Issue a s tanding invitation to the Special Procedures mandate holders (Greece) ; 

22. Accept the visits of the Count ry Rappor teur and thematic Rappor teurs on Independence of Judges and 

Lawyers and on Freedom of Rel igion as well as the Secretary-General ' s Representat ive on Internally Displaced 

Persons (Uruguay); 

23 . Improve its cooperat ion with the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in M y a n m a r 

and guarantee the mandate holder regular and unrestrained access to the country (Por tugal) ; 

24. Take appropriate measures to end de-facto and de-jure discrimination with all minor i ty groups (Pakistan); 

25 . Take immediate steps to immedia te ly end violence and discrimination against e thnic minorit ies (Austria); 

26. Put an end to racial discr iminat ion against Rohingya and jo in the International Convent ion on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discr iminat ion (Belgium) 

27. Abandon the policy and practice of discrimination, forced assimilation and persecution against ethnic and 

religious minorities (Italy); 

28. Immediately take all necessary measures to end the situation of ethnic minori t ies that continue to be 

persecuted and are the object of serious discrimination and not impede the access of humanitar ian aid in the 

regions where these ethnic minori t ies live (France) ; 
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29. Immediate ly halt all violat ions of international human rights and humani tar ian law by the security forces 

(Sweden); 

30. Investigate and punish all cases of intimidation, harassment , persecut ion, torture and forced 

disappearances, especially against poli t ical dissidents, journal is ts , ethnic and rel igious minorit ies and human 

rights defenders (Uruguay) 

31 . Take steps to effectively end the pract ice of torture by the securi ty forces and in places of detention and 

vigorously prosecute the perpetra tors of such acts (Austria); 

32. Independent human rights moni tors be allowed unrestricted access to all detent ion facilities and that such 

facilities are appropriately funded and comply with international s tandards of care and treatment of prisoners 

(Ireland); 

33. Allow the Internat ional C o m m i t t e e of the Red Cross un impeded access to the 2, 200 political pr isoners 

(Greece); 

34. Al low visits of the I C R C to address issues regarding humanitar ian ass is tance, internally displaced persons 

and persons deprived of their freedom (Uruguay) ; 

35. Al low the ICRC full and unrest r ic ted access to places of detention (Por tugal) ; 

36. Review the legislation and prac t ices in accordance with the ILO Convent ion 29 on forced labour, and 

extend the ILO office manda te to the overal l territory of Myanmar (Uruguay) ; 

37. Thorough reform of the jud ic ia ry to ensure compliance with due process and fair trial s tandards, including 

independence and impartiali ty (Canada ) 

38. Initiate a rev iew and reform of the jud ic ia ry to assure the independence and impartiality, and that specific 

measures are taken to ensure that mil i tary and police personnel respect international human rights and 

humanitarian law (Ireland); 

39. Ensure that all acts violat ing international human rights and humani tar ian law are subject to prompt , 

independent and impartial invest igat ion, and that suspected perpetrators , including those suspected of order ing 

these acts, regardless of rank, are b rough t to just ice in proceedings wh ich mee t international s tandards of 

fairness, and wi thout the imposi t ion of the death penalty (Sweden) ; 

40. Repeal or amend all domes t i c legislation, which are in breach of international human rights law 

(Sweden); 

41 . Immediately and uncondi t ional ly release all political prisoners and ensure that all trial proceedings 

conform to international fair trial s tandards , including the rights to a fair and public trial by a competent , 

independent and impartial t r ibunal , access to legal counsel of o n e ' s choosing, the presumpt ion of innocence, 

and the opportunity to appeal through a process of judicial review (Sweden) ; 

42. End impunity for h u m a n r ights violations, taking forward the r ecommenda t ions of the Special 

Rapporteur, by invest igating, prosecut ing and punishing those responsible with the assistance of the United 

Nations (UK); 

43 . Al low a full and independent investigation into all reports of human rights violat ions, including cr imes 

against humanity and war c r imes and held accountable those found responsible for these cr imes (Italy); 
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44. Urgently take all necessary measu re s to end impunity, if need be with the ass is tance of the United Nat ions 

(France); 

45. Cont inue its efforts in order to th row light on the violations of the right to life, personal integrity and 

freedom perpetrated under its jur i sd ic t ion , in accordance with what was requested in successive UN General 

Assembly resolut ions (Argent ina) ; 

46. Promptly investigate all a l legat ions that military personnel and other officials have commit ted serious 

crimes and violations of human r ights including extra-judicial ki l l ings, recru i tment of child soldiers, torture, 

sexual violence and forced labour (Canada ) ; 

47. Withdraw the restrictions p laced upon the freedoms of opinion, expression and information and 

immediately release the est imated 2100 political prisoners and prisoners of consc ience (France) ; 

48. Urgently release all r emain ing polit ical prisoners (Germany) ; 

49. Immediately and uncondi t ional ly release all political prisoners and to a l low the ICRC unrestricted access 

to the remaining prisoners ( U S A ) ; 

50. Adopt the necessary measures to ensure the release of the peop le depr ived of their liberty for motives of 

conscience (Argent ina) ; 

51 . Release immedia te ly all persons w h o are detained solely on the basis of their peaceful political activity, 

ethnicity or religion (Canada) ; 

52. Free without delay all persons detained for political reasons (Be lg ium) ; 

53. Release immediate ly and uncondi t ional ly all those imprisoned for peaceful ly exercis ing their rights to 

freedom of expression, association and assembly (UK); 

54. Immediate ly release all poli t ical prisoners (Austria); 

55. Immediate ly and uncondi t ional ly release the estimated 2,200 polit ical pr isoners (Greece) ; 

56. The immediate and uncondi t ional release of all human rights defenders , democracy activists and other 

political prisoners (Norway) ; 

57. Release immediately and uncondi t ional ly all persons currently detained for their peaceful political 

activities, and guarantee them unrestr icted freedom of movement and express ion and freedom to participate in 

political activities (Switzer land) ; 

58. Respond posit ively to the calls of the international communi ty for the re lease of prisoners of conscience 

and engage in a meaningful and inclusive dialogue with all political part ies and ethnic groups and other 

relevant s takeholders towards democrat isa t ion and national reconciliation (Republ ic of Korea) ; 

59. Respond to constant calls of the international communi ty for an immediate and uncondit ional release of 

all prisoners of conscience, current ly est imated at more than 2100, and a full restorat ion of their political rights 

(Czech Republic) ; 

60. Erase the criminal records of all political prisoners and uncondit ional ly release them under a genuine 

amnesty (Italy); 
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61. Recognize the Nat ional League for Democracy ( N L D ) ' s pre-elect ion registrat ion status and to begin a 

dialogue of nat ional reconcil iat ion with the N L D and other ethnic and democra t ic actors in the country (USA) ; 

62. Remove all restrictions of f reedom of association and assembly, including by refraining from penal is ing 

peaceful political opposi t ion activit ies, r emove restrictions on independent media , including international 

journalists, and end harassment , re l igious discrimination, arbitrary, arrest, tor ture , and impr isonment of e thnic 

minority peaceful political activit ies ( S w e d e n ) ; 

63. Allow full part icipation by all e thnic and democratic groups , inc luding the Nat ional League for 

Democracy and A u n g San Suu Kyi , in the political life of the country, a l lowing the start of a genuine process of 

national reconcil iat ion (UK) ; 

64. Ensure a free par t ic ipat ion of representat ives of all political part ies , including the National League of 

Democracy as well as other non-par l iamentary political parties, representa t ives of ethnic groups and other 

relevant s takeholders across the society in an inclusive political process (Czech Republ ic ) ; 

65. Remove all restrictions on f reedom of expression, association and a s s e m b l y in law and in practice and 

that legal and legi t imate poli t ical oppos i t ion parties and civil society be able to voice their political opinions 

(Norway); 

66. Take immedia te steps to end the persecut ion of human rights defenders (Aust r ia ) ; 

67. Immediate ly end violence and discrimination against members of e thnic and religious minori t ies , grant 

full citizenship rights to Roh ingyas and end sexual violence commit ted against e thnic minor i ty w o m e n (USA) ; 

68. Allow the access for the internat ional organisations to ethnic minor i ty areas (Norway) ; 

69. Implement and enforce the r ight not to be arbitrarily displaced and the Guid ing Principles on Internal 

Displacement ( N e w Zea land) ; 

70. Seek technical assis tance from Uni ted Nations to reform jud ic ia ry , to establish accessible judicial 

remedies as well as to al leviate pover ty (Turkey) ; 

108. All conclusions and/or r ecommenda t ions contained in the present report reflect the posi t ion of the 

submitt ing State(s) and /or the State unde r review. They should not be construed as endorsed by the 

Working Group as a whole . 
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