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AT nine o'clock in the moming of the 1lth eof
July, I took possession of the royal barge with
ceremonious formality, accompanied by ¢he Woon~
dock and Baba-Sheen. ‘The platform on the out~ -
side contained space for thirty-two rowers, sixteen
on each side; but on thia occasion the cars were
not fastened, as it wgs meant to be drawn by war-
boats. The inside was divided into three emall
apartments, handsomely fitted up; the roof and
sides were lined with white cotton, and the floar
covered with carpets and fine mats. I proceeded
in this barge till one o’clock, and then returned to
my own boat, which was a much more convenient,
though less dignified conveyance.
" After leaving Neoundah, the eastern bank of
the river rises to a perpendicular height, eighty or
one hundred feet above thé river. In the side of
the cliff, rathér more than half way up, we saw
gome apertures resembling doorways, and were
told that they were entrances into caves which
bad formerly been inhabited by hermits, who, de-
sirous of withdrawing fromi the world, had exca-
vated these abodes with their own hands, and
dwelt in them for the remainder of their lives,
preserving no farther intercourse with their fellow-
creatures than what was necessary to receive their
food, which was lowered down to them by a rope.
The Birmaps do not inflict on themselves disgust-
fu] tortures after the manner of the Hindoos; but
they deem it meritorious to mortify the flesh, by
the voluntary penance of abstemiousness and self-
denial, ' Solitary seclusion has, at some period or
-other, been accounted praiseworthy in most conn-
tries. During the reign of monkish superstition,
“w, ¢ prevailed very”commonly throughvut Edrope.
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Our. Jegendary tales are not whelly unfounded
The Hermit of Warkworth is said to bave had its
origin. foom a fact. Birmans, however, though
bigoted, are not gloomy, and are in general bless-
ed with a disposition too cheerful to retire from
the world in hopeless despondency, or sullen dis~
content.

Gur_yonrn this d.y wes slow, and we peroem
ed little that differed from what has already been
described. The islands formed by the river were
loug,: and succeeded esch other with such small
imtervals; that the full breadth of the river, from
bank to bank, eeldam could be seen. We judged
it to be in most places three miles wide. Our
boats kept neer the eastern shore, and passed, on
that side, the towns of Sirraykioum and Gner.
‘woutoh. During the latter of the day, the
country seemed fertile, and the soil richer than in
the neighbourhood of Pagahm. The number of
‘inhabitants and cattle denoted a considerable po-
pulation. In the evening we brought to near
Shwayedong, a smsll but neat town, containi
sbout 800 houses ranged in a regular street.
dwelling had a small garden, fenced with a bam-
boo miling. Two monasteries and a few small
temples did not claim particular notice; but the
tall and wide-spreading trees that overshadowed
them were objects of pleasing contemplation.

.. Onithe next day, July 12th, we continued our
jsurmey, sometimes going fast, at others slow and
withi: . difficaity, as. the wind favoured us, the

of the river winding so much that we had
it on sl .quarters, Keozee, on the eastern side,
. was the place of most copsequence, and was orna-
mented with several neat temples, At half-past
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five in the evening I went on shore, and found'the
#djacent country divided into fields, ‘which; at'4
proper season, are cultivated. - The’ rethdiné of 'a
tobacco plantation, that had produced-a crop in
the former year, were yet lying' on the ground.
Detached hills appeared to the eastward. We
brought to, and spent the night near a smalt vils
Inge called Toucheac, to the north of “Yebbay.
Here the inhabitants get their livelihood by geling
Leepac, or pickled tea-leaf, of which the Birmans
are extremely fond. The plant, I was informed,
grows at a place called Palong-miou, a district to
the north-east of Ummerapoora. ~ It is very in-
ferior to the tea produced in Chinn, and is seldorm
used but as a pickle.

On the following day we kept close to the
eastem shore, and the breadth of the river being
in most places fromr three to five mifes, it was not
ehsy minutely to distinguish objects on the west-
ern bank. The comntry, as we advanced torth
increased in population, and improved in agricut
ture. The land every where indicated a defitien-
ty of rain, _being Earched and broken into deep
fissures, owing to the want of moisture. We un-
derstood that the season had been remsarkably try.
Rain, however, was shortly expected. The ﬁver,
notwithstanding the failure of the momsoon, con-
tinued to rise. We passed, on the eastern ‘side),
Kiouptaun, or the Line of Rocks, Tanoundain, a
respectable town, with several other towns snd
vilages. In the evening we brought to st an
island opposite Tirroup-mew, or Chinéme City.
Thera is a small district that bears the same name,
called so in commemoration of a4 victory gainéd
here over an army of Chinese that invaded thé
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Birmsn empite some centuries ago, at the peried.
when Pagahm was the seat of government ; whence
it appears, that the Chinese have leng considered
this kingdom as a desirable conquest, and hawe
made, more than one fruitless attempt to accom-
plish its subjection.
- The next day we stopped five miles above Tw-
roup-mew, where the Keenduem mingles its wa-
ters with those of the Irrawaddy. This great ri-
ver comes from the north-west, and divides the
country of Cassay from that of Ava. The Bir-
mans eay, that it has its pource in a lake three
months jowrney. to the northward. It is navi-
gable, as far as the Birman territories extend, for
vessels of burthen. An intelligent-man belonging
to Dr Buchanan’s boet informed him that the most
distant town in the possession of the Birmans on
the Keenduem, was named Nakioung, and the first
Bhasn town*® was called Thangdat. The en-
trance of the Keenduem seemed somewhat less
than a mile wide. The Irrawaddy, immediately
abave ths junction, became much nerrower ; but I
imagine a stream was concealed, snd that what
appeared to be the limits of the river was the bank
of an.island formed by amother branch.

"~ In the men who rewed the war-boats that ac+
companied the barge from Ummerapoors, I had
remarked features differing much from the other

® Shaan, or ﬂnn, is & very comprehensive term given
to different nstions, some independent, others the subjects
of the greater states, Thus, the Birmans frequently mm-
tion the Melap-Shaan, or Shaan subject to the Birmans;
the Yoodra-Shaan, subject to the Siamese; the Cmy-
Shiaan, to the Cmyen.

A2
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boatmes, and a softness of comntenance that re-
sembled mere the Bengal than the Birman eha-
macter of fuce. On inquiry, I lemrned that they
were Cassayers, or the sons of Cassayers, who
-bad been brought:away from their native country, .
at times when the Birmans carried their predatory
dncursions across the Keenduem. Eastem invad-
-ars, whe. do not intend to occupy the terrisorien
they overrun, usually adopt the policy of convey-
ing away the inhabitauts, particularly children,
whom they establish within their own dominions,
and thus acquire additional strength by augment-
ing the number of their subjects. This has been
a practice of Asiatic warfare from time immemo-
rial. The last contest of the English with Hyder
Ally depopulated the Carnatic. Childven, until
they attain a certain age, may be transplanted with
safety, and will assimilate to any soil; but after
arriving at the years of maturity, the most lenient
treatment will hardly reconcile the human mind te
eoercive detention in a foreign country. The spot
where & person bas passed the tender years of life;
“the long remembered and impressive interval be-
tween infancy and manhood, be #t where it may;
is ever dear to him. I should willingly have eons
versed with the Cassay bost people respecting
their nation, but my situation forbad me either to
gmatify my own curiosity, or.sanction the inquiries
of others, -

At ten o'clock we reached the town of Yanda-
boo, remarkable for its manufactories of earthen
ware ; and in the course of the day we passed
meny towns and villages, on each side agreeably
shaded by trees, particularly by the pelmyra and
the tamarind. Early in the evening we brought
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to in a creek which leads up to a large town
pamed Summei-kioum. After disner Dr Buchanan
wnd myself .took a walk along the murgin of the
creek, which carried ws to the towm by a wide
circuit. We found the houses, though numerous,
mean, and very irregularly built. The grounds in
the neighbourhood were embanked for the culti-
vation of rice. 'The soil appeared to be good, but
the inhebitants expressed the utmost anxiety on
the subject of rain. Not a drop had yet fallen
here, althengh, in the common course of sessons,
the monsoon should have commenced three weeks
earlier. The poor people were carefully husband-
ing their riee straw for the support of their caitle,
Jarge herds of which were endeavomring to pick
up a subsistence from the parched hlades of grass,
in fields that were covered with dust jnstead of
verdure. The appearasee of these snimals be-
lpoke exeessive poverty, if net actual famine.

At Summei-kioum there s the grestest mann-
factory of saltpetre and gunpowder in the king-
dom. Here also is prepared the gunpowder that
is required for the royal magasines. It is.the sole
ocoupation of the inbsbitamts. Neither saltpetre
uor gunpowder are suffered to be exported under
‘any plea; nor can the smallest quantity be sold
without a special license from seme man inpower.

Early in the morning we left the neighbourhood
of gunpowder and saltpetre. Temples and, villages
lined the banks no thickly that it would be tedious
" te enumerate them. At nine o'clock we stopped
at Gnamenaghee, celebrated for producing the best *
tobacco in the Birman empire. Many brick kilos
were on five, preparing materials for building tem-
ples, of which there appeared to be aiready & suffi+
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cient number. Pursning our journey, we passed
numerous islands. Some of them were cultivated,
and had houses, inhabitants, and trees. Towards
evening the wind suddenly rose to a storm. Mr
Wood and myself reached Sandaht, or Elephant
Village. Dr Buchanan's boat could not make head
sgainst wind and stream, and dropped an ancher.
Perceiviog his situation, I despatched one of the'
war-boats to his aid, when the united efforts of
both crews soon brought him.in safety to the fleet.
Sandaht is a small town, which, together with the
Jands adjacent, is ocoupied entirely by the ele-
phant-keepers belonging to the royal stables. The
king is the sole proprietor of ali the elephants in
his dominions; and the privilege to ride on, or
keep one of these animals, is an honour granted
only to men of the very first rank and consequence:
His Birman majesty is said to possess 6000, In
India, female elephants are prized beyond males,
on account of their being more tractable ; but in
Ava it is the reverse. Females are never used on
state occasions, and seldom for ordinary riding,
which causes the other sex to be of much higher
value. It rarely happens however- that either one
or the other is to be purchased ; the king's exciu-
sive right, and the limited use that is made of
. them, prevent their becoming an article of common
sale. :

We set ont at an early hour next morning.
Meahmoo, on the western side, appeared from the
water to be a large town, shaded by groves of
palmyra trees. It is remarkable for a manufactory
of coarse chequered cotton cloth, such as is worn by
the lower ciass of people. Yapadain, a town on the
eastern side, was distingunished by several tomples,
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middle of the stréam, in order to aveid i i
fluence we frequently navigated through fields, i
which the tall grass and reeds appeared above the
surface of the water, and the trees had their stems
immersed beneath the flood. The swelling of the
Trrawaddy is not inflaeaced by the quantity of rain
wbtchfallsmthe valleys, but by the torremts that
- rush down from the mountains. * Notwithstanding
-the drought in the champaign country had beex
greater this year than usual, the river was swollen
to its vegular height, which, I was informed; it
rarely fell short of, or exceeded. Indeed, this part
of the country is seldum refreshed by copious raine,
but, like Egypt, depends on the overflowing -of ite
river to fertilize the soil. 'The
the monsoon months, rises and subeides three -of
four times. As our distance from Ummerapoors
, diminished, towns and villages on each side recur=
red: at short intervals, that it was in vain to inquire.
the name of each distinct assemblage of houses:
Each, bowever, had its name, and was for the most
part inhabited by one particular class of peopls,
profeesing some separate trade, or following some
peculiar occtipation. We were shown & tondd
erected to the memoty of & person of high distine-
tion, who had been accidentally drowned near thas
Pplace fifteen years before.. It was an oblong brick
building, one story high, with eight or nine doors
opening towards the river. Many beautiful term+
ples and kiowms would have emgaged.our:atten-
tion, bad we not already seen such numbers; and
been assured that all we had viewed fell: far shert
-of those which we should have an:oppertunity.ef
beholding at the capital. We breught  to dte:én
the evening, at the lower landing place ofs what
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was once the city of Ava, and the metropolis of
all the Birman empire.

-.Jn the morning I took a hesty view of Aungwa,
or-Ava, It is divided into an upper and lower
cigy, both of which are fortified. The lower, which
is the most extensive, I judged to be about four
miles in circumference. It is protected by a ‘'wall
thirty feet high, at the foot of which there is a
deep and broad fosse. The communication be-
tween the fort and the country is over 2 mound of
earth cressing: the ditch, that supports a canseway.
An embankment of earth in the inside sustains the
wall.  The upper or emaller fort, which may be
called the citadel, and does not exceed a mile in
cirenit, was much stronger, and more compact than
the lower ; but neither the upper nor the lowet
had & ditch- on the side of the river. The walls
sre now mounldering into decay ; dvy clings to the
sides; and bushes, suffered to grow at the bottom;
undermine the foundation, and bave already cansed
large chasms in the. different faces of the fort. The
materials of the houses, consisting chiefly of wood,

had, on the first order for removing, been trans<
ported to the new city of Ummerapoora. But
the ground, unless where it is covered with bushes,
or renk grass, still retains traces of former build-
ings and dtreets. The lines of the royal palace,
of the Lotoo, or grand council hall,.the apartments
of the women, aud the spot' on which the piasath, -
. imperial spire, had stood, were pointed out to us .
by our guide. Clnm?s of bamboos, a few plantain
trees, and tall thorns, occupy the greater part of
theé area of this lately flourishing capital. We ob-
served two: dwelting-houses of brick and mortar,
#he roofs of which hed fallen in. Thene, our guide



ig BMBASSY TO AVAs

eaid, had belonged to. Colars, or foreigners, Om
entering one, we found it inhabited only by bats,
which flew in our faces, whilst our sense of smell-
ing was offended by their filth, and by the noisoms
mildew that hung upon the walls. Numerous tem-
E::, on which- the Birmans never lay sacrilegious
ds, were dilapidating by time. It is impossible
to draw a more striking picture of desolation and
ruin. :
~ Among the religious buildings within the fort,
one named Shoegunga me, noways dxst.mgmshed
for size or splendour, was, in former times, held
peculiarly sacred, and is still reverenced above the
rest. At the present day, when an officer of rank
is about to enter on a great public trust, or a new
commander is appointed to the army, the oath of
allegiance is administered in this temple with greag
solemnity—a breach of which is considered the
most heinous crime that a Birman can be guilty
of, and is invariably punished by the severest tory -
tures. How Shoegunga obtained this distinction
I was not. able to learn. We were informed thag
a temple of much greater magnitude, named Lo-.
gatherpoo Praw, stood a short distance to the
westward of the fort, in which was a colossal figure
of Gaudma, formed out of a solid block of marble,
This .temple and image we bad a better opportu~
pity of viewing on our return,
. Leaving Ava in our rear, the river bends agm.n
to the northward, when the apposite city of Cha-
gain, and the spires, the turrets, and the lofty Pi«
ssath of Ummerapoors, create an unexpected pleas -
sure, and exhibit a fine contrast to the gloomy and
deserted walls of Ava. Chagain, on the north
side, once too the seat of imperial residence, is

\__
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situated partly at the foot, and partly onthe side,
of a ragged hill that is broken into separate emi-
nences, and on-the summit of each stands a spiral
temple. These temples, rising irregularly one
above another to the top of the mountain, form a
beautiful aasemblage of objects, the effect of which
is increased by their being carefully whitewashed
and kept in repair. As we sailed near the oppo-
gite shore, the sun shone full upon the hill, and its
reflected rays displayed the scenery to the highest
Bdvantage ; in addition to this, the swollen state
of the river gave to the waters the semblance of &
vast lake, interspersed with islands, in which the
foundations of Ummerapoora seemed to be im-
mersed.. Numberless boats were passing up and
down, and the houses on the western, or rather
southern shore, appeared, from their uninterrupted
sucoession, to be a eontinued town, or the suburbs
of a citys

At twelve o'cloek we came to the mouth of the
channel that commaunicates with the lake of Toun-
semahn, through which it receives its waters from
the river. The situation of Ummerapoora has al-
ready beem described. The southern face of the
fort is washed, during the rainy season, by the
waves of the lake, and the houses of the city and
saburbs extend along the bank as far as the ex,
treme point of land.  Across the lake, and oppo-
site to the fort, stande the small village of Tounze.
mahn, near whick, in s tall grove of mango, pal~
myre, and cocoa-ut trees, a dwelling was pre-
pared for the British deputation. On entering the
lake, the mumber of boats that were moored, as
in 8 harbour, to avoid the influence of the sweep~

WOL, IL. B
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ing flood—the singularity of their construction-
-the height of the waters, which threaten imunda-
tion to the whole city—and the amphitheatre of
lofty hills that nearly surrounded us, altogether
ppresented a novel scene, exceedingly interesting to
@ stranger. We rowed towards the grove, whilst
the gteater part of the fleet went to the opposite
side. On reaching the bank, I perceived a war-
boat belonging to the Maywoon of Pegue, who, I
wmderstood, was at the grove waiting our arrival.
I was received, on landing, by Baba-Sheen, and
‘some inferior officers. They accompanied me to
the house, which was situated about 300 yards
from the brink of the lake, overshadowed by lofty
trees, that completely defended it from the meri-
dian sun. When we came to the entrance of the
¥irando, or balcony, the Maywoon of Pegue, the
governor of Bameo, a province bordering on China, °
and the Woondock before mentioned, welcomed
xte to the capital. Being seated on carpets spread
salong the floor, the conversation turned on general
topics, and particularly on European geography, a
subject on which the governor of Bamoo appeared
very desirous of information. After some time,
the Woondock, addressing himself to me; said,
that his Birman majesty had been absent a few
months, at a country residence named Meengoung,
where he was erecting a magnificent temple to
their divinity Gandma, but was expected to return
soon to Ummempoom, that, in' the mean time,
instructions had been given to his ministers to pro-
vide every thing requisite for the accommedation:
of the English gentlemen, and that Baba-Sheen
was commanded to reside near us, in order to sup~»
ply our wants, snd to communicate our wishes.



EMBASSY TO AVA. 113

To this the Maywoon of Pegue added, that the
two.inferior Serves, or provincial under secreta~
;nes,wbobadacomnpamednsﬁomlhngoon,wem
likewise directed to attend to our orders, and, be-
ing persens to whom we were accustomed, would
probably be more agreeable to us than entire

These polite and hospitable attentions were re-
_ceived and acknowledged by me with resl satisfac-
tion ; nor was it at all diminished by the freedom
with which the Woondock informed me, that it
was contrary to the etiquette of the Birman court,
for a public minister from a foreign nation to go
sbroad before his first audience. He therefore
hoped I would not cross the lake in person, or
suffer any of my people to do so, until the cere-
monisls were past; but as our customs differed
from theirs, and the Europeans habituated them-
selves to take exercise, ] was at full liberty to
.walk or ride into the country, or over the plains
that lay betiween our dwelling and the hills, as far
as I thought proper ; recommending to me, at the
same time, not to go to any great djstance, as it
would be considered by the common people in the
light of 8 deroggtion from my own consequence.
I thanked bim for his counsel, which was delivered
with many expressions of civility, and readily ac-
quiesced in what he assured me was an established
castom.

This ussge of debarring a public minister from
entering the capital previous to his first formal pre-
sentation, 1 understood, was neither recent nor un-
common. It has long been the known practice of
the Birman and Siamese governments. Monsieur
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* “Loubere makes mention of it in his Account of
‘an Embassy to Siam, sent from the court of Louis
the Fourteenth. It is founded on that cautious
‘policy which governs all nations eastward of India
‘in their intercourse with foreign states.
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CHAPTER IL

PLACE OF RESIDENCE DESCRIBED—DEPUTATION
FROM CHINA PROVINCIAL——NOT IMPERIAL~
RHOOM, A BUILDING SOMETIMES ATTACHED
TO PRIVATE HOUSES-—REASON OF IT—MU-
NIFICENCE OF THE BIRMAN GOVERNMENT
==LETTER FROM GENERAL ERSKINE——OPKXNED
BY THE BIRMAN MINISTER——APOLOGY~—AP~
PEARANCE OF THR ADJACENT COUNTRY-—
PARCHED FOR WANT OF RAIN—CASSAY FAR-
MERS ~ WOMEN INDUSTRIOUS —— ROW THR
BOATS— FPOND OF SINGING—CHINESE MUSIC
DISCORDANT AND TROUBLESOME-—INDOLENCE
OF THE CHINESE~—-KING RETURNS TO THE
CAPITAL—ECLIPAE OF THE MOON—REASON
OF DELAY—PRIDE OF THR COURT—-ITS PUNC~
TILIOUSNESS—LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR-
GENERAL TRANSLATED—PRESENT A MEMO-
RIAL—EMBASSIES USUALLY CONSIST OF THRER
MEMBERS——VISIT FROM THE- JUNIOR DEPU~
TIBS FROM CHINA——WHIMSICAL CEREMONY=—r
RETURN THR VISIT——SURJECT OF CONVERSA+
TIOX.

As so0on as my visitors took their leav;, 1 made
s survey of our new habitation. It was a spacious
B2
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house of one story, ralsed from the ground some-
what more than two feet, and better covered than
Birman houses usually are. It consisted of two
good sized rooms, and & large virando, or balcony.
Tke partitions and walls were made of cane mats,
with latticed windows in the sides. The shape of
the roof was such as distinguishes the houses of
the nobles. It was altogether a comfortable habi-
tation, and well adapted to the climate. Mr Wood
had a smaller house erected behind mine, and pa-
rallel to it; and Dr Buchsanan another at right an-
gles. Small separate huts were constructed for
the guard, and for out attendants. - The whole was
surrounded by a strong bamboo paling, which in-
closed & court~-yard. There were two entrances
-by gates, one in front of my house, the other back-
‘'wards. At each of these, on the eutside of the
-paling, was & shed, in which a Birmar guard ‘was
‘posted, to protect us from thieves, keep off the
populace, and, probably, to watch and report our
movements.

On the skirts of the same grove, in a line with
our dwelling, similar houses were erected for three
Chinese deputies, who had srived at Ummera-
poora sbout two months before us. These per-
sonsges were represented as composing a royal
mission from the imperial city of Pekin; but cir-
cumstances early led me to suspect that their real
character did not rise higher than that of a pro-
vincial ‘deputation from Manchegee, or Yunan, the
south-west province of China, which borders on
the kingdom of Ava—a conjecture that was af-
térwards confirmed. They had accompanied the
governor of Bamoo, which i the frontier province;
to the capital ; and I nnderstood that their busi-
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~tiess was to adjust some mercantile concerns re-
“lating 1o the jee, or mart, where the commoditiés
of the two empires are brought and bartered. It
was not at all improbable, that the mission had
“been sanctioned by the authority of the Emperor
‘of China, especially #s the principal member of it
‘was 8 native of Pekin, and bad lately come from
-thence. But the false pride of the Birman court
suggested the puerile * expedient of representing
it to us as an imperial embessy ; a distinction to
‘which, I was privately informed from an authentic
‘source, it possessed no pretensions whatever. The
‘members, however, were treated apparently with
Thuch personal respect and attention.

The building denominated Rhoom has already
been described as the official ball of justice, where
the members of provincial governments, and all
municipal officers, are accustomed to assemhle for
the transaction of public business. Every man of
high rank in the Birman empire is a magistrate,
and hes a place of this description and name con-
tiguous to his dwelling ; but always on the outside
of the enclosure of his court-yard, and not sur-
rounded by any fence or ruiling, in order to mani-
fost publicity, and show that it is the seat of ma-
Jjesty and justice, to which all mankind may have
free access. An imperial mandate to a governor,
" ® The Chinese seem to have been actuated by a policy
equally absurd, when they informed Sir George Staunton,
at the time of the formal introduction of Lord Macartney,
that ¢ Ambassadors from Pegue’ were present; and that
¢ Siam, Ava, and Pegue were tributary to China.* Such
unworthy deceptions not being expected, could hardly be
guarded against. The courts of Ava and Pekin appear
to resemble each other in many points; but in rone more
than in their vanity, which often manifests itself in 8 man+
ner not less ridiculous then contemptible.
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or an order from & governor to & pekty miougee,
or chief of a small town or district, is invariably
opened and read aloud in this sanctified hall. The
Birman government, in the administration of public
affairs, suffers no such thing as privacy or con-
cealment. The rhoom is likewise an appendage
of dignity, as it denotes him to whose habitation
it is annexed to be a person of rank and conse-
guence. A building of this sort was erected with-
in a few yards of the front gate of our inclosure. -
For two days after our landing, the boatmen
and servants were employed in transporting ouy
baggage from the hoats to the house, and cur time
was chiefly taken up in arranging the domsstic eca-
nomy of our new residence, in which we found a
liberal provision of all such necessaries as the na-
tives themselves require. My rooms were carpet-
ed, but the chairs, tables, &c. were my own. Rice,
gee (clarified butter), firewood, and pots for dres-
sing victuals, were supplied to our people in abun~
dance. A few stalls, or petty shops, were esta-
blished in the grove, to afford the smaller .ingres
dients of cookery, such sa greens, spices, ealt,
tamarinds, &e. ere also tobacco and beetle leaf
were sold; and to enable our attendants to par-
chase such articles, one hundred tackal, about 122
Sterling, were distributed amongst them. Thia
was an act of munificence which I with great dif-
ficulty avoided the obligation of, in my own pers
son ; but no remonstrance could prevail on the:
, Birman officer to dispense with it in the instance
of our domestics.
The delmquent refugees, of whom mention ban
" been made in a former part of this work, as bav-
ing been surrendered, by order of the Governor-
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g;mﬂk 16 the justice of their country, ‘hiud reachiad
mmerapoora some weeks previous to our arrival,
"Phe Birman guard thas escorted them had brought
# letter directed to ¥ne from General Emkine, the
Briglish commander at Chittigong. This letter the
Birman minister, as it was alleged, through mis-
take, dmt more probably by design, caused to be
opened, and procuted 4 translation from an Arme-
b¥in interpréter. The circumstance was reported
to the king, who ordered that the letter should be
safely deposited in the Lotoo, and given to me on
iy arrival. The royal injunctions were punctu-
ally obeyed. An officer, in his dress of ceremony,
brought it over. A proposal was first made, that
Lehounld go myself to the rhoom, solicit its restora:
. tlen, receive it as an act of graee, and do homags
%o the kmg, by bowing with miy face towards the
palace. " From this I entirely dissented, us the
cause of complaint was with me, @md confidence
hied in some measure been violated by their break+
ing the seal. I do not imagine that the pvoposl-
tion originated from any authority, as it was im-
mediately given up, and the letter, in a silk wrap- -
per, was formally presented to me om a tray, by
the officer who conveyed it across the lake,

Being now comfortably lodged, we had leisure
%0 take & view of the circumjacent country, and
wbuerve the objects that immeediately surrouided us,
Behind the grove in which we lived was a’'smooth
extensive plain, intersected by the embankmerts;
or what, i’ the past year, had been fields of rice,
but which promised; this seasen, to be an unpro-
ductive waste, owing to the uncommon drought.
Nutwithstiding the spot we were on was elevat-
_ od very kittde nbove the present level of she’lake,
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which had now nearly reached it« utmost height,

yet the ground was parched up, and divided inte
chesms from want of moisture. Dark and rugged
mountaing, shout eight miles distant, bounded the
prospect to the south-west. Several small villages
were scastered over the plain, and on the skirts of
the grove, inhsbited, as we were informed, by
native Cassayers, or the descendents of Cassayers,
who had heen carried into captivity by the Birman
invaders during their predatory expeditions across
the Keenduem,

The Seree who accompanied me said, that thelo
people, whom he called Munniporeans, from Mun-
‘nipore, the capital of Cassay, were in genersl be-
come reeonciled to their state of servitude, owing
to their having been brought away very young from
their own countrys The superior industry and
skill which they poeseds over the Birmans in dif-

ferent branches of handicreft, supplied them with &°
comfortable subsistence. Those in enr neighbous- ~

hood were farmers and gardeners, whe. cultivated
pulse, greens, onions, and such vegesables a8 Bir-
mans use. These articles they transport at an
early hour across the lake to the city, where they
retail them in the market, and bring home the pro-
duce at night. This business is mostly perform-
ed by females. One man, ¢ commonly a person in
years, accompanies each boat, in which, standiag
erect, he acts as steersman, whilst the wemen,
usually from ten to fourteen in number, sitting

with their legs across, row short oars, ur use pad- .

dles, according to the size of the vessel. When
they set out in & morning, they proceed in silence
but returning at night, they join in jocund chorus,
and time the syoke of their oars to the bars of

e —— A~
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fhéir song. We were serensded every evening
from dusk till ten o'clock by successive parties of
these joyous females, whose strains,” thongh un-

_ polished, were always melodions and pleasing.
“The Birmans, both men and women, are fond of
singing whilst at work., It lxghtem their labonr.
*# Song swestens toil, how rude soe’er the sound. ”
Unfortunately our music was not confined to thess
paseing chantresses. There were other performérs,
fess agreeable, nearer to us. Our neighbours; the .
deplmes from China, unluckily for the repose of
4hose from Britain, happened to be amateurs in
theit way, and had amongst their dependants a se-
Ject band of musicians, such as I certainly had
never heard equalled It is impossible to describe
the hotrible noises that issued from gongy, drums,
tymbals, an instrument with two strings, which may
be called a fiddle, and something like a clarionet,
that sent forth a sound move grating to the ear
theu all the rest. This was their constant noctur-
nal gmusement, which never ended before mid-
night, and was not once remitted sl the princi-
pal personage of the embassy became so in ispos-
#d that he could endure it no longer. Whilst he
lingered, we enjoyed tranquillity ; bat after his de-
cease the concert recommienced, and continued, to
‘our great annoyance, till they quitted the grove to
return to their native country.

- 'The opposite habits of different nations were kere
mkmgly evinced in the dissimilarity between the
manners of the English, and those of the Chinese.
+‘The latter never left the precincts of their habita-
fion, or manifested a desire to leave it, except to
Joll in ensy cliairs, and smoke their long pipes in
the-coo] 'of the evening on the margin of the lake,
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sbout two o three hundred yards in front of chair
house. The-English gentlemen accustomed them-
selves either to walk or ride three or four miles ip
the morning before breakfast, and the same dis-
tance in the afternoon—a circumstance that did not
escape the notice of the Birmans, My customary
roate was in a southern direction, ‘over pathways
thntlodthroughnceﬁelds,mmyretnmmakmga
circuit along the green border of the lske. Al .
theugh there was not the leass cause to apprehend
either injury or insolence, I was always attended i
my excursions by six or eight soldiers, and by as
many of my private servants, armed with sabres,
who seemed to attract no less notice than myself
When I met any of the natives, particularly wo-
men, they squatted down in the pesture of respect.
As soon as the novelty of my appearsnce had a
little worn off, I was told that they were still anxi-
ous to know why a person consulting his own
amusement, and master of his own time, should
walk so fast; but on being informed that I was
“a Colar, ” or stranger, and that it was the cus-
tom of my country, they were reconciled to. this,
as well a8 to every other act that did not ceincide
with their own prejudices and usage.

In & few days the return of the king wes ane
nounced by the discharge of rockets, and by the
general bustle that so important an event. caused
among all classes of people. We saw nothing of
the display ; which we understood, on this -oce
cgsion, was not at all pompous.

The period of our arrival occurred at a juncturs
that supplied the Birman court with a plausible
excuse for postponing the consideration -of public,
business, and delaying my formal reception, as well
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s the delivery of the letter from

general to the King. It 80 happeucu, wae 1 wiw
ensuing month there was ta be an eclipse of the
moon, an operation of gature which they ascribe to
the interference of & maligant demon. On such
an occasion, affairs of state, and all important matters
of business, that will admit of procrastination, are
put off to the following month. 'The astrologers .
were assembled to comqult on the first fortunase
day after the lapse of that inauspicious moon, when
they discovered that the seventeenth of the month
Touzelien, corresponding with, the 30th of August,
was the earliest that would occur ; and that day was
accordingly appointed for the public reception of
the English embassy. . _

Caution and policy had, perhaps, as great a
share with the Birmans as syperstition, in thua re-
tarding the ceremony of our ingroduction. It was

" to them a novel incident. They wera desirous te
penetrate thoroughly into the objects we bad in
view, before any part of the gubject came into
formal discussion. They might probably also wish
to bave an opportunity to judge of our national -
character, and to determine, from our conduct, in,
what manner to regulate their own. If such were
their motives, they were consistent with that sa
gacity which I found invariably displayed by the
Birinan government, in all its resolutions-and acts
“of a public nature.

But the prevailing characteristic of the Birman
cowrt is pride. Like the sovereign of China, his
majesty of Ava acknowledges no equal. Indeed,
it 18 the fixed principle of all natians eastwar_d, of
Beagal, to consider foreign minjsters as supplisats

VoL. Il, . c C
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come to solicit protection, not as representatives
whomaydemandredress rather as vaseals to
render homage, than as persons vested with au-
thority to treat on equal terms. Of this system I
was early apprised, and felt no dissppointment at
hearing of a general rumour current among the
higher ranks of Birmans, that a deputy bad ar-
rived from the English government, bearing tribute
for their king. Reports of this. nature were no
otherwise regarded, than as an admonition to re
gnhte my actions with serupulous circumspection.
Amongst other regulations of this punctxhous
court, I was given to understand, that it was not
customary for the king to receive any letter in &
formal manner without being previously apprised -
of its contents. This created some difficulty in
respect to the letter from the Governor-general;
which was at length surmounted by an agreement
on my part to admit of a copy being made in my
presence ; but it was stipulsted by them, that it
should be transcribed in the rhoom adjacent to my
house, and not in my private residence. In this
proposal I acquiesced ; and accordingly a formal
deputation, consisting of seven or eight officers of
state, was directed to preceed to the rhoom, where
they were to open the letter, and see it properly
transcribed. These personages came with much
m:lde, apparelled in their robes of ceremony. On
ng, they walked directly to the rhoom, and,
having taken their seats, sent a Terrezogee, or in-
ferior officer, aloag with Baba-Sheen, to request I
would come, and bring with me the Govemor-ge-
neral’s fetter. I obeyed this summons, accompas
nied by the other gentlemen, and our usual attend-
ants. On entering the rhoom, I was civilly de-
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sired, s the occasion' was & solemn one, $p make
obeisance towards the piasath, er epire of the roysl
palace, which wae more than two miles distant—a
ceremeny that I complied with by mising sy
right hand to my head, and making a slight incli-
nation of my body, after the manner of the. Ma~
bomedan Salaam. Being seated, I delivered the
letter, which was written in English and in Per-
sien, to the Woondock, or superior officer. It
wuun-edmelyopened by a secretary; and an
Asmenian interpreter, named Muckatees, who
spoke and wrote English fluently, was ordered to
make a copy in English, whilst 8 Mussulman moon-
shee made another in Persian, When the writi
wes finished, I delivered a paper, which I desi
might be laid before his Majesty’s council, de-
clazatory, in general terms, of the friendly wishes
and views of the Governor-general in deputing me
to the Birman eowst, and expressing my desire to
maintain a confidential intercourse with such per-
soms w8 his Majesty, or his council, should think
proper to authorize.

. The business being concluded, I refurned to my
house, and received a ceremonijous visit from the
Birmasn - officers, among whom there were some
pérsonages of high distinction.. A Woondock, but
not the one tlm met me at Pagahm, presided. The
mnster of the elephants, the old governor of Peen<
keing, two Seredogees, or secretaries of state,
snd some other officers, whose names and stations
1 did not learn, were present. Their robes, which
were veey gracoful, were made either of velvet or
fiowered satin, with wide bodies, and loose sleeves.
They were all mvested with the chain of nobility,

i
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‘and wore ‘caps covered with lght green taffety.
Three of higher rank than the rest, had a wreath
of gold leaves encircling the bottom of their caps,
not unlike the straw‘berry leavés in 'a ducal coro-
net. Their attendants, who were numerous, car-
ried a varlety of utensils, such as their beetle box,
‘water flaggon, drinking cup, and spitting pot; of
which latter, from their flthy practice of ¢hewing
beetlé, they stood in constant need. I fegaled
them with tea, and English raspberry jaxd spréad
on biscuits. Although they praised, I do ot
think they much relished our preserve; they até
sparingly, and refreshed themselves with copiotis
bowls of tea, mnadulterated either by cream ér
Bugar. ’ v

About this time the Chinese minister, who has
lready been mentioned as labouring tinder severe
fndisposition, sent me & polite message, express-
ing his regret that he had -it not in his power
to visit me in person; but that kis two colleagues
would wait on me whenever I should be at leisiré
to receive them. I returned my acknowledgmenbs,
and appointed the following day.

It is customary among nations esstward of Behe
gal, when a public deputation is sent to a foreign
court, to nominate three members, who cbn‘stitute
& council. Although the president or chief of these
fs invested ‘with all the power, and controls the
{ymceedmgs of the rest, yet the distinction between
hem is not so wide as to preclude the juniors
from a high degree of consequence being attached
to their stations; and in case of the deniise of the
principal, the senior survivor executes all diplo-
matic functions, thus widely guarding -egdinst any
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impedimert whick a casualty might throw in -the,
- way of negociation. , _ _

The two junior members of the Chinese depu-
tation came at the appointed hour, accompanied
by seven or eight attendants. There is no per-
sonage on earth so soleynn and ceremonious as a
Chinese officer of state. His dignity is preserved
by profound silence, unless when occasion renders
it necessary to exercise the faculty of speech,
which is always slew, monotonous, and dull. Even
gentlemen, in the familiarity of privase life, seldom
depart from their gravity, or relix into a smile.
On entering & room where there is company, good
breeding is evinced by 8 modest but pertinaceons
refusal to sit down till the master of the house is
first seated, which would be an equal yiolation of
decorum on his part. This custom, I was told,
sometimes produces a very ludicrous scene, and
the guests are not unfrequently obliged to be
“dragged to their chairs, and placed in them almost
by compulsion. My house being about to under-
go some alteration, I had caused a suite of tents, °
which I had brought with me, to be pitched for
our temporary accommodation. In these I'made
srrangements to receive my visitors, who were
exact to their time. On entering the door of the
marquee, they both made an abrupt stop, and re-
sisted all solicitation to advanee to chairs, that
bad been prepared for them, until I should first be
seated. In this dilemma Dr Buchanan, who had
visited China, advised me what was to be done.
T immediately seized on the foremost, whilst the
Doctor himself grappled with the second. Thus
we soon fixed them in their seats, bath parties,

c®. R



L1 EMBASYY TO AVA. )
during the struggle, repeating’ Chin Chin, Chiti
Chin, the Chinese. term of salutation. The con-
versation was not at all lively or interesting ; for,
though Isat between them, our words had to make
a wide circuit before they reached each other’s
tomprehension. I spoke in the language of Hin-
dostan to a Mussulman who understood Birman,
" be delivered it to a Birman who spoke Chinese,
ghis Birman gave it to the first official domestic,
who repeated it to his master in the Chinese tongue.
Our wines, port, claret, and madeira, all excellent
of their kind, were served up. These, however,
were too cold for Chinese palates. My visitants
did not seem to relish them; but when cherry-
brandy was introduced, their approbation was mna-
nifested by the satisfaction with which each of them
swallowed a large glass full of the liquor. They
tasted our tes, and, before they departed, politely
presented me with some fans, two or three pieces
of silk, two small boxes of tea, and thrée bottles
of shouchon, a very fiery spirit distilled from rice,
of which the Chinese are extremely fond. I re-
turned the visit on the following day, and was re-
ceived with as much pomp and ostentation as cir-
cupmstances would admit. In front of the house a
silk ensign waved, on which was embroidered the
imperial dragon of China, and at their gate were
suspended whips and cheins, importing the power
which the owner possessed to inflict corporal
punishment. The two junior members metme at the
threshold of the’r habitation, apologized for the
unsavoidable absence of the chief personage, and
introduced me into a hall, the walls of which were -
concealed by screens of silk, and the chairs covered
with loose pieces of satin. This interview was
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féiidered more interesting than the formét, by a
spontaneous question on the part of the seniot
Chinese, to know whether I henrd of the safe ar-
fival of Lord Macartney in England. His. Lordship
having left China only the preceding year, it was
1ot possible to have had accounts of his reaching
"England, and the issue of his Lordship’s negocia-
thons was at that that time wholly unknown. Con-
séquently, being unacquainted both with the ob-
jects and event of that splendid mission, I felt my-
self ruther on delicate ground in regard to the in-
quities' which I, on my part, wished to make. In
order to draw some conclusion from their dis-
course, I encouraged them to pursue the topic, by
asking how his Lordship’s health had borne the
vicissitndes of climate? They replied, that they
only knew of the embassy from report, and seem-
ed reluctant to enter into particulars, with whick,
Jt is probable, they were entirely unacquainted, I
did not, therefore, press the subject farther ; but I
was not suffered to remain long in doubt what théir
sentiments were. Chinesé vanity scarcely yields
to that of the Birmans. Here'was an opportunity,
by exaggeration and misrepresentation, of indulging -
their own pride at the expense of the English na-
tion, which, in the accounts circulated by them #
“‘Ummerapoora respecting the embassy to China,
they did not neglect. They treated us with ten
#nd sweetmeats, and smoked their long pipes with
‘wnrelaxed solemmnity. I repaid their civilities by
giving them some broad cloth and brandy, and
‘took rity leave. ' '
The ‘altérations in my own dwelfing, which T
hud suggested, were quickly carried into effect;
and, by and order from the Lotoo, or grand coun-

s
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¢il, a small additional building, of a equare form,
and raised from the ground, was erected within
the enclosure of our court, for the reception of the
presents intended for his majesty. I was given to
understand that this building was meant as a com-
pliment to' what they thought proper to térm a-
mong themselves, * tribute from the King of Eng-
land;” but as no such arrogant assumption was
ever publicly professed, I could not take notice of
were rumour.- It was, however, privately inti-
mated to me, that keeping our tents pitched, wonld
be considered by the court in the light of a reflec-
tion upon its hospitality ; and an inference would
be drawn from it, that we were discontented with
our habitatiom. I immediately ordered the mer-
quees to be struck, nothing being farther from my
intention than to give umbrage, or express dis-
satisfaction, for which indeed, in the present in-
stance, there was certainly no ground. v

The interval thus elapsed between the time ef
our arrival 8t Ummerapoora, and of our formal
introductign at court, afforded us leisure to acquire
some ipsight into the castoms, religious tenets, and
moral economy of the Birman nation. Instead,
therefore, of filling up the chasm by an nnimport-
ant journal, in which the acts of one day differed
but little from those of the preceding, I shall de-
dicate a few pages to a more general account of
the country, and endeavour, as far as our own cir-
cumscribed observation, and the information of o-
thers, enabled us, to illustrate the character of this
people from their manners and their state of so-
ciety, from the progress which the arts had made,
;;;i from the usages of the inhabitants in common
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- C CHAPTER I11.
RELTGION OF THE BIRMANS-—THEIR LAWS—
" FURISBICTION OF THE METROPOLIS—LAWYERS
¥ <~THFE ROYAL ESTABLISHMENT=-~COUNCIL OF

© " WTATE—OFFICERS-~HONOURS NOT HEREDI-

TARY— INSIGNIA OF RANKi-DRESS~—RESEM-
BLANCE TO THE cnrxzsb—MAknlncns—ru-
! NEnALs—PopunArxon—nnvaUt. :
An-im what hes been written, there ¢am be lmla
Becessity to inform my readers, that the Birmans
e Hindoos : not votaries of Brahma, but sectaries
of Boodh, which latter is admitted by Hindoos of
aft d’escnpuons to be the ninth Atavar, * ot de-
scent of the Deity in his capactity of preserver. He
¥eformed the doctrines comtathed in theé Vedas,
#hid severely censtired the sacrifice of eattle, or
depriving any being of life. He is called the au-
thor of bappiness. His place of residence was
Biscovered at’ Gayd in Bengal, by the illustriond
! Ama.ra,f renowned samongst men, “ who caused
20 image of the supreme Boedh to be made, and

’I ® Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greece Imly, and
ndia,

4 Bee the tramshition of -4 Shanscrit msvriptlon on a
stone found in the temple of Buodh, at Gaya, by Mr
Wilkins, Asiat. Repearch. Vol. 1.

e
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he worshipped it. Reverence be unto thea in the
form of Boodh; reverence be unto thee, Lord of
the earth; reverence be unto thee, an Incarnatien
of the Delty, and, Eternal One, reverence be unto‘
thee, O God, in the form of Mercy.”

Gotma, or Goutum, according to the Hmdooo
of India, or Gaudma, among the inhabitants of the’
‘more eastern parts, is said * to huve been & philoso-
pher, and is by the Birmans believed to have flourish~
ed about 2800 4 years ago. -He taught, in the
Indian schools, the heterodox religion and phileso-
phy of Boodh.’ The image that represents Boodh
18 caled Gaudmsa, or Geutum, which is now &
comamonly received appellation of Boodh himself:
This image is the primary ebjeet of worship in ali
countries situated between Bengal and Chins. The
sectaries of Boodh contend with those of Brahma
for the honour of antiquity, and are certainly far
more numerous. - The Cingaleze in Ceylon are
Boodhists of the purest source, and the Birmens
scknowledge to have originally received their re-
ligion from that island. $ It was brought, say the
Rhabasns, first from Zeboo (Ceylon) to Axracan,
_ and thence was introduced into Avs, and probably

into China ; for the Birmans assert with conﬁdeneo
that the Chmese are Boodhists. '

This is a eurious subject of mvemgatxon, :
the conemrrent testimony of circumstances, added
to the opinions of the most intelligent writers, seem
to leave little doubt of the fact. It cannot, how-

* Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greece, Ih.ly
and India,
+ This agrees with the account.of the Siamese compu-
tation given by Kmmpfer. )
$ The Birmans call Ceylon Xeboe.
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wrer, be demonstrated beyond the possibility of
_ dispute, till we shall have acquired a more perfect °

*knowledge of Chinese letters, and a readier access
to their repositories of learning. - Little can at
present be added to the lights cast on the subject
by the late Sir William Jones, in his Discourse de-
liverod to the Asiatic Society on- the Chinese.
That great man has expressed his conviction in
positive terms, that “ Boodh was unguestionably
the Foe of China,” and that he was also the god
of Japan, and the Woden of the Goths—an opi-
nion which corresponds with, and is perhaps graft-
ed on, the information of the learned and laborious
Ksmpfer, * corroborated sfterwards by his own
researches. On whatever gronnds the datter infer-
ence rests, it will not tend to weaken the belief
of his first position, when 1 observe that the Chinese
deputies, on the occasion of our introduction to the
Seredaw or high priest of the Birman empire, pros-
trated themselves before him, and afterwards ador-
ed an image of Gaudma with more religious fer-
vour than mere politeness, or acquiescence in the
customs of another nation, would have exeited.
The Bonzes also of China, like the Rhahasns of
Ava, wear yellow as the sacerdotal colour, and in
many of their customs and ceremonies there may
be traced a striking similitude. .

# Speaking of the Buds, or Seaks, of the Japanese,
Keempfer says, ¢ I have strong reasons to believe, both
¢ from the affinity of the name, and the very nature of this
¢ religion, that its author and founder is the very same per-
¢ son whom the Bramins call Budha, and believe to be
¢ the essential spirit of Wishna, or their deity, who made
4 Ms vinth appearance in the world under this name. The
¢ Peguers call hima Samana Khutaman.’ Hist. Japan,
Book IV. ch. 6. i
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. Whatever may be the antiquity of the worship .
of BoodM, the wide extent of its receptxon canpot
be doubted. The most authentic writer * on the
eastern peninsula calls the image of Gaudmas, as
worshlpped by the Siamese, Somona-codom. Ber
ing unacquainted with the language of Siam, which,
from so short a residence as four months, it was
impossible he could have acquired, he confounds
two distinct words, Somona, and Codom, signify-
ing Codam, or Gaudmas, in his incarnate state. The
difference between the letters C and G may easily
have arisen from the modg of pronunciation in dif-
ferent countries. Even in the Birman manner of
uttering the word, the distinction between these let-
ters is not very.clear. The Boodh of the Indians and
the Bitmans is pronounced, by the Siamese, Pootb,
or Paed ; by the vulgar, Poo; which, without any
violence to probability, mlght. be converted by the
Chinese into Foe. * The Tamulic termination ez, a8
Mr Chambers remarks, creates a striking resems
blance between Pooden gnd the Woden of the Goths,
Every person who has conversed with the natives of
India, knows that Beodh is the Dies Mercurii, the
Wednesday, or Woden's day, of all Hindoos.

Treating on the introduction of Boodh inte China, the
sume author says, ¢ About the year of Christ 518, one
* Darma, a great saint, and twenty-third successor omthe
‘ holy see of Seaka (Budha), came gver into China from

ku, as the Jap writers explain it, that is,
¢ from that part of the world whih lies westward with re-
¢ gerd to Japan, and laid, properly spesaking, the first ﬁrm
« foundation of the Budsdoism in that mighty empu'e.
Book 1V. ch. 6.

* Loubcre.

+ M. Gentil asscrts, that the Chinese admit, by, theu
own accounts, that Foe, their object of worsth, was oTi~
ginally brought from India. .
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Chtonology, however, which must always be ac-
. cepted as 8 surer guide to trnth, than inferences
drawn from the resemblance of words, and etymo-
logical reasoning, does not, to my mind, sufficient-
ly establish that Boodh and Woden were the same.
The period of the ninth incarnation of Vishnu was
long antecedent to the existénce of the deified
hero of Scandinavia. Sir William Jones deter-
mines the period when Boodh appeared on the
earth to be 1014 years before the birth of Christ.
Odin, or Woden, flourished at a period not very
distant from our Saviour, and was, according to
some, a cotemporary of Pompey and of Julins
Cesar. The author of the Northem Antiquities
places him 70 years after the Christian era. Even
the Birman Gaudma, conformably to their account,
must have lived above 500 years before Woden.
So immense » space can hardly be supposed to .
have been overlooked ; but if the suppositian re-
fers, not to the warrior of the North, but to the
original deity Odin, the attributes of the latter are
as widely opposed to those of Boodh, who was
himself only an incarnation of Vishnu, as the dates
are incongruous. The deity, whose doctrines were
introduced into Scandinavia, was a god of terror,
nd his votaries carried desolatioh and the sword
throughout whole regions ; but the Ninth Avatar*
brought the peaceful olive, and came into the
world for the sole purpose of preventing s:lnﬁ'uin-
ary acts. These apparent inconsistencies will na-
turally lead us to hesitate in acknowledging Boodh
_ ® See the account of the Ninth Avatar, by the Rev.

Mr Maurice, in his History of Hindostan, Vol IL
Part 3.

voLr. If. n 2
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and Woden to be the same person. Their doo-
trines are opposite, and their eras are widely re-
mote. ,

Had that distingnished genius, * whose learn-
ing so lately illumined the East, been longer spar-

ed for the instruction and delight of mankind, he -
would probably have elucidated this obscurity, and

have removed the dusky veil that still hangs. over
the religious legends of antiquity. The subject, 4+

a8 it now stands, affords an ample field for induig-,

ing in pleasing theories, and fanciful speculations ;
and as the probability increases of being able to

trace all forms of divine worship to one sacred and.

primeval source, the inquiry, in propertion, he-
comes more interesting, and awakens a train of
serious ideas in a reflecting mind. .
It would be-as unsatisfactory as tedious, to at-
tempt leading my reader through the mazea of
mythological fable, and extravagant allegory, in
which the Hindoo religion, both Braminical and
Boodhic, is enveloped and obscured. It may be
sufficient to observe, that the Birmans believe in

the Metempsychosis, and that, after baving un- -

dergone a certain number of transmigrations, their
souls will at last either be received into their
Olympus on the mountajn Meru, 1 or be sent to

3 * I need hardly observe, that I mean Sir William
ones, :

1 General Vallancey, so justly celebrated for his know-
ledge of the antiquities of his country, bas expressed his
perfect conviction that the Hindoos have been in Britain
and in Ireland. See Major Ouseley’s Oriental Collec.
tions, Vol. 1I. Much attention is certainly due to suth
respectable authority,

t Meru properly denotes the pole, and, accordingtathe
learned Csptain Wilford, i is the celestial nerth pole of

~.
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suffer torments in & phice of divine punishments.
Mercy they hold to be the firet attribute of the
divinity : “ Reverence be to thee, O God, in the
form of Mercy!” and they worship God by ex-
tending mercy unto all his creatures. -

The laws of the Birmans, like their religion,
are Hindoo ; in fact, there is no separating their
laws from their religion. Divine authority reveal~
ed to-Menu the sacred principles in a hundred
thousand slocas, or verses. Menu promulgated
the code. Numerous commentaries ®* on Menu
were composed by the Manis, or old philosophers,
whose treatises constitute the Dherma Sastra, or
body of law. B

The Birmans generally call their code Derma

Sath, or Sastra; it is one among the many com-
mentaries on Menu, I was so fortunate as to
procure a transiation of the most remarkable pas-
sages, which were rendered into Latin by Padre
Vincentins Sangermano, and, to my great surprise,
1 found it to correspond closely with a Persian
version of the Arracan code, which is now in my
possession. From the inquiries to which this cir-
cumstance gave rise, I learned that the laws, as
well ‘as the religion of the Birmans, bad found
their way into the Ava country from Arracan, and
came originally from Ceylon.{+ The Birman sye-
the Hindoos, round which they place the garden of Indra,
and describe it as the seat of delights. .
: * The code of G laws, translated by Mr Halhed,
1 am informed, is a compilatiorr from the different com-
mentaries on Menu, who was ¢ the grandson of Bramali,
the first of created beings,” and whose work, as translat-
¢éd by Bir William Jones, is the ground of all Hindoo ju-
risprudence. .

+ As an incontestable proof that the Birmsans acknow-
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tem of jurisprudenca is replete with sound marali-.
ty, and, in my opinion, is distinguished above sny
other Hindoo commentary for perspicuity and
good sense. It provides specifically for almost
every species of crime that can be committed, and
adds & copious chapter of precedents and. deci-
sions, to guide the inexperienced, in cases where
there is doubt and difficulty. Trial by ordeal and
imprecation are the only absurd passages in the
book; but on the subject of women it is, to an
European, offensively indecent. Like the immore
tal Menu, it tells the prince and the magistrate
their duty, in language ansters, manly, snd ener-
getic ; and the exhortation at the cloge is at once
noble and picus. The following extracts will
serve a8 a specimen: . :
¢ A country may be'said to resemble milk, in
* which oppression is like to water. When wa-
* ter is mingled with milk, its sweetness imme-
¢ diately vanishes, In the sdme wanner, opprese
¢ gion destroys a fair and flourishing country. The
¢ royal Surkasb * will only inbabit the clearest
¢ stream ; 60 a prince can never prosper in a dis-
_ ¢ tracted empire. By drinking pure milk, the
¢ body is strengthened, and the palate is gratified ;
¢ but when mingled with water, pleasure no longer
ledge the superior antiquity of the Cingalese, and the re-
ception of their religion and laws from that quarter, the
King of Ava has sent, within these few years, at separate
times, two messengers, persons of learning and respecta-
bility, to Ceylon, to procure the original books om which
their tenets are founded 7 and, in one instance, the Bir«
man minister made an official application to the Gover«
nor-general of India, to protect and assist the person
charged with the commission. ‘
® Bittern. Surkaab is a Persian term, used by the
omedan translator. ’ .
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¢ is found, and the springs of health gradually de-

¢ cline.

- ¢ A wise prince resembles a sharp sword, which
* at a single stroke cuts through a pillar with such
¢ keenness that the fabric still remains unshaken.
¢ With equal keenness, his discernment will pene-
¢ trate advice.

¢ A wise prince is dear to his people, as the
¢ physician is to the sick man ; as light to those
¢ that are in darkness; as unexpected sight to the
¢ eyes of the blind; as is the full moon on a
¢ wintry night, and milk to the mfa.nt. from the
¢ breast of its mother.’

The commentator then proceeds to denounce
tremendous judgments against an oppressive prince
and a corrupt judge. 'The latter is thus curiously
menaced :

- ¢ The punishment of his crimes, who judges ini-
¢ quitously, and decides falsely, shall be greater
¢ than though he had slain one thousand women,
one hundred priests, or one thousand horses.’
The book concludes as follows :
¢ Thus have the learned spoken, and thus have
the wise decreed, that litigation may cease amon,
men, and contention be banished the land ; an
let all magistrates and judges expound the laws
as they are herein written ; and to the extent of
their understanding, and accordmg to the ‘dic-
tates of their conscience, pronounce judgment
agreeably to the tenor of this book. Let the
welfare of their country, ahd the benefit of their
fellow-creatures, be their continual ‘study, and
the sole object of their sttention. Let them
ever be mindful of the supreme dignity of the
p 2

e

P N T T T N S )



42 EMBASSY TO AVA,

) Roulah * and the Bramins, and pay them that
¢ reverence which is due to their sacred charac-
‘ ters. Let them observe becoming respect to-
¢ wards all men, and they shall shield the weak
from oppression, support the helpless, -and, in
pasticular cases, mitigate the severity of aveng-
ing justice.
¢ It shall be the duty of a prince, and the ma-
gistrates of a prince, wisely to regulate the inter-
nal policy of the empire, to assist and befriend
the peasants, merchants, farmers, and those who
follow trades, that they may daily increase in
worldly wealth and happiness ; they shall pro-
mote all works of charity, enconrage the opu-
lent to relieve the poor, and liberally contribute -
to pious and laudable purposes ; and whatseever
good works shall be promoted by their infiuence
end example, whatsoever shall be given in chs-
rity, amd whatsoever benefit shall accrue to man«
kind from thejr endeavours, it shall all be pre-
served in the records of heaven, one-sixth part
of which, though the deeds be the deeds of o-
thers, yet shall it be ascribed unto them ; and at
the last day, at the solemn and awful hour of
judgment, the recording epirit shall produce
them, inscribed on the adamantine tablet of hu-
man actions. But, on the other hand, if the
prosperity of the nation be neglected, if Jjustice
be suffered to lie dormant, if tumults arise and |
robberies are committed, if rspine and foul as-
sassination stalk along the plains, all crimes that
shall be thus perpetrated through their remiss-
ness, one-suth part shall be brought to their ac-

-

-
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" * The Arracan name for Rhahaan,



'EMBASSY TO AVA. 43

¢ count, and fall with weighty vengeance on their
¢ heads; the dreadful consequences of which sur-
¢ pass the Jpower of tongue to utter, or of pen to
¢ express.

Laws, thus dictated by religion, are, I ‘believe,
in general, conscientiously administered. The
criminal jurisprudence of the Birmans is lenient in
perticular cases, but rigorous in others. Whoever
is found guilty of an undue assumption of power,
or of any crime that indicates a treasonable intent,
is punished by the severest tortures. The first
commission of theft does not incur the penalty of
death, unless the amount stolen be above 800 kiat,
or tackal, about 100, or attended with circum-
stances of atrocity, such as murder or mutilation.
In the former case, the culprit has a round mark
imprinted on each cheek by gunpowder and punc-
tuation, and au his breast the word Thief, with the
article stolen ; for the second offence he is depriv-
ed of an amo ; but the third inevitably produces
capital punishment. Decapitation is the mode by
which criminals suffer, in the performance of which
the Birman executioners are exceedingly skilful.

“The city of Ummerapoora is divided into four
distinet subordinate jurisdictions, in each of which
a Maywoon presides. This officer, who in the
provinces is a viceroy, in the metropolis resempbles *
& mayor, and holds a civil and criminal cowrt of
justice. In capital cases he transmits the evidence
in writing, with his opinion, to the Lotoo, or grand
chamber of consultation, where the council of state
assembles. The. council, after close examination
into the docwments, reports upon them to the
king, who either pardons the offender, or orders
execution of the ‘sentence.. The Maywoon is ol'l-
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liged to attend in' person, and see the pumshment.
carried into effect.

Civil suits may be transferred from the courts
of the Maywoons to the Lotoo. This removal,
however, is attended with a heavy expense. There
are regular established lawyers, who conduct causes,
and plead. Eight only are licensed to plead in the
Lotoo. They are called Ameendozaan. The
usual fee is five tackal, equal ‘to sixteen shillings ;
but the government has large profits on all sults
that are brought into court.

There is no country of the East in which the
royal establishment is arranged with more minute
attention then in the Birman court. It is splendid
without being wasteful, and numerous without con-
fusion. The most distinguished members, when I
‘was at the capital, were, the Sovereign, his prin.
cipal. Queen, entitled Nandoh Praw, by whom he
has not any sons; his second wife, Myack Nan-
doh, by whom he has two sons; the Engy Tee-
kien,* or Prince Royal, and Pe Teekien, or Prince
of Prome, The princes of Tongho, Bassien, and
Pagahm, are by favourite concubines. Meedsh
‘Praw is a princess of high dignity, and mother of
the chief queen. The prince royal is married, and
has a son and two daughters, all young. Thé son
takes precedence of his uncles, the crown descend-
ing to the male heirs in a direct line. These were
the principal personages of the Birman royal fa-
mily.

Next in rank to the princes of the bleod royal,
are the Woongees,-i- or chief ministers of state.

¢ Often called Engy Praw. .
+ Woon signifies Burden ; the compound word implies,
Bearer of the Great Burden.
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‘and are the bearers of messages from the council
of state to the king. ’

There are nine Sandozains, or readers, whose
business it is to read all official writings, petitions,
&c. Every document, in which the public is con-
~ cerned, or that is brought before the council in the
Lotoo, is read aloud.

The four Maywoons already mentioned are re-
stricted to the magisterial superintendance of their
respective quarters of the city. They have nothing
farther to do with the Lotoo, than to obey the com-
mands they receive from thence.

The Assaywoon, or paymastet-genersl, is also
an officer of high importance. The place is at
present held by one of the Woongees, who is call-
ed Assay Woongee.

There are several other officers of dlstmcnon,
who bear no ostensible share in the administration
of publi¢ affairs, such as the Daywoon, or king's -
armour-bearer ; the Chaingeewoon, or master of
the elepbants; also the Woons of the queen’s
household, and that of the prince royal. Each of
the junior princes has a distinct establishment.

In the Birman government there are no heredi-
- tary dignities or employments; all honours and
offices, on the demise of the possessor, revert to
the crown.

The tsaloe, or chain, is the badge of the order
of nobility, of which there are different degrees,
distinguished by the number of strings or small
chains that compose the ornament. These strings
are fastened by bosses where they unite. Three
of open chain-work is the lowest rank. Three
of neatly twisted wire is the next ; then of six, of
nine, and of twelve. No subject is ever honoured
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with a higher degree than twelve ; the king alone
wears twenty-four.

It hgs already been noticed, that almost every
atticle of use, as well as ornament, particularly in
their dress, indicates the rank of the owner. %’he
shape of the beetle-box, which is carriéd by an at-
tendant after a Birman of distinction wherever he
goes, his ear-rings, cap of ceremony, horse furniture,
even the metal of which his spitting-pot and drink-
ing-cup are made, %which, if of gold, denote him
to be a man of high considerstion), all are indica-
tive of the gradatigns of society; and wo be unto
"him that assumes the insignia of a degree which is
not his legitimste right !

The court dress of the Birman nobility is very
becoming. It consists of a long robe, either of
flowered satin or velvet, reaching to the ankles,
with an open collar and loose sleeves. Over this
there is a scarf, or flowing mantle, that hangs from
the shoulders ; and on their heads they wesr high
caps made of velvet, either plain, or of silk em-
broidered with flowers of gold, according to the
rank of the wearer. Ear-rings are a part of male
dress. Persons of condition use tubes of gold about
three inches long, and 8s thick as a large quill,
which expands at one end like the mouth of a speak-
ing trumpet. Others wear a heavy mass of gold
beaten into a plate, and rolled up. 'This lump of
metal forms a large orifice in the lobe of the ear,
snd drags it down by the weight to the extent .
sometimes of two inches. The women likewise
have their distinguishing paraphernalia, Their hair
is tied in a bunch at the top of the head, and bound
round with a fillet, the embroidery and ornaments
of which express their respective ranks. A short
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men and women tinge the edges of their eyelids
and their teeth with black. This latter operation

gives to their mouths a very unseemly appearance

in the eyes of an European, which is not diminish-
ed by their being constantly filled with beetle leaf.

Men of rank wear, in common dress, & tight coat,

with long sléeves made of muslin, er of extremely

fine nankeen, which is manufactured in the coun-

. try; also a silk wrapper that encircles the waist.
‘The working class are usually naked to the middle ;
but in the cold season, a mantle or vest of Euro-
pean broad cloth is highly prized.

- The Birmans, in their features, bear a nearer re-
semblance to the Chinese than to the natives of
Hindostan. The women, especially in the north-
ern part of the empire, are fairer than Hindoo
females, but not so delicately formed; they are,
however, well made, and in general inclined to
corpulence. Their hair is black, coarse, and long.

_The men are not tall in statare, but active and
athletic. They have a very youthful appearance,
from the custom of plucking their beards instead
of using the razor. They tattoo their thighs and
arms into various fantastic shapes and figures,

* which they believe operate 4s a charm against the
weapons of their enemies. Neither the men nor
the women are so cleanly in their persons as the

‘Hindoos of India, among whom diurnal ablution
is a religious as well as a moral duty. Girls are
taught, at an early age, to turn their arms in such
8 manuer 8s to make them appear distorted.
‘When the arm is extended the elbow is inverted,
the inside of the joint being protruded, and the
external part bending mwards )

VOL. 1I. E
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- Marriages among the Birmans are not contructed
until the parties sttain the age of puberty. The
contract is purely civil, the ecclesisstical jurisdic-
tion having nothing to do with it. The law pro-
hibits polygamy, and recognises but one wife, who -
is deflominated Mica; concubinage, however, is
admitted to an unlimited extent., A man may re~
pudiate his wife under particular circumstances,
but the process is attended with a heavy expense.
Concubines, living in the same house with the le-
gitimate wife, are, by lew, obliged to perform me-
nial services for her; and, when she goea abroad,
they attend her, bearing her water-flaggon, beetle-
box, fan, &c. When a husband dies, his coneu-
bines, if bound in servitude to him, become the
property of the surviving widow, unless he shall
have emancipated them by a specific act previcus
to his decease. When a young man is desirous to
espouse & girl, his mother, or nearest female rela~
tion, first maekes the propossd in private.. If the
suit be well received, a party of his friends pro-
ceed to the house of the parents of the maiden,
with whom they adjust the dotal portion. On the
morning of the \bridal day the bridegroom sends
to the lady three loongees, or lower garments,
three tubbecks, or sashes, and three pieces of white
muslin ; such jewels, also ear-rings and bracelets,
as his circumstances will admit. A feast. is pre-
pared by the parents of the bride, and formal
writings are executed. The new-married couple
eat out of the same dish; the bridegroom presents.
the bride with some laapack or pickled tea, which
she accepts, and returns the compliment. Thup
emds the ceremony, without any of that subse-
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quant riot* and resistance on the part of the
Iady and her female friends, with which the
trian damsels oppose the privileges of an ardent

‘When a man diea intestate, three-fourths of his
property go to his children born in wedlock, but
not in equal proportions; and one-fourth to the
widow, who is the guardian both of the propert
snd the children, until the htmattaind:ngeoyf
‘maturity. A Birman funeral is solemnized with
much religions parade, and external demonstration
of grief. The corpee is carried on a bier, on men's
shoulders ; the proceesion moves slowly; the re-
lations attend in mourning ; and women, hired for
she oecasion, precede the body, and chant a dirge-
like air. The Birmans burn their dead, unless the
decessed is & psuper—in which case he is either

ied, or cast into the river, as the ceremony of
‘burning is very expensive. The bier is placed on
s funeral pile six or eight feet high, made of bil-
lets of dried wood laid acroes, with intervals to
admit @ circulation of air, and increase the flame.
The Rhshsans walk round the pile, reciting
prayers to Gaudma, wntil the fire reaches the body,
when the whole is quickly reduced to ashes. The
bories are afterwards gathered and deposited in a -
grave. Persons of high distinction, such as the
Seredaw, or chief ecclesinstic of a provines, a
Maywoon, a Woongee, or a member of -the reyal
family, are embalmed, and their remains preserved
six weaks or two months after decease, before they
are committed to the funeral pile. During this
period the body is laid in state in some kioum or

¢ Se¢ Marsden’s Account of Sumatra, page 250.

-
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‘buliding ; but at the capitsl i is pheed in
a saered saloon, beautifully ornamented with gild-
ing, and exelusively appropriated to that pions pur-
pose. I was told that honey is the principal in-
gredient made use of to preserve the body fram
putrefaction..

Of the population of the Birman dominions I
¢conld only form a conclusion from the informstion
I received .of the number of cities, towns, sad
willages in the empire. .These, I was assured by
8 person who might be suppesed to know, and had
20 motive for deceiving me, amount to eight thou-
eand, not including the recent addition of Arracen.
‘If this be true, which 1 have no reason to doubt,
and we suppose each town, on an average, to con-
tain three hundred houses, and esch house aix
persons, the result will determine the population
st fourteen millions four lnndred thousand. Kew
of the inhabitants live in solitary habitations; they
mostly form themselves into small societies.; and
their dwellings, thus collected, compose their Ruas,
or villages: if, therefore, we reckon their num-
‘bers, including Arracan, at seventeen millions, the

ealcglmn may not be w1dely erroneons—I1 he-
lieve it rather falls short of, than exceeds the truth,

After all, however, it is mere conjecture, as I have
o better dsta for my guidance than what I bave
related.

With regard to the revenue of the Birman state,
Ioonfeumyulftobewnhoutthemeamoffm
ing even a rough estimate of the amount. . Ac~
cording to the sacred law, in the chupterwhwh
tmauoftbedunesofamonamb,l)humeda.‘

¢ See Appeadix,
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‘or a tenth of all produce, is the propoftion which
is to be exacted as the anthorized due of the go-
vernment; and one tenth is the amount of the
king’s daty on all foreign goods imported into his
dominions. The revenue arising from the customs
- on imports, and from internal produce, is mostly
taken in kind ; a small part of which is converted
into cash, the rest is distributed, as received, in
Leu of salaries, to the various dependants of the
court. Princes of the blood, high officers of state,
and provincial governors, receive grants ‘of pro-
vinces, cities, villages, and farms, to support their
dignity, and as a8 remuneration of their services.
The rents of these assignments they collect for
their own benefit. Money, except on pressing
emergency, is.never disbursed from the royal cof-
fers.. To one man the fees of an office are allot-
ted; to another a station where certain imposts
are collected ; a third has land ; each in proportion
to the importance of his respective employment.
By these donations, they are not only bound in
their own personal servitude, but likewise in that
- of all their dependants ; they are called slaves of -
the king, and in turn their vassals are denominated
slaves to them. The condition of theee grants in-
ciwde also services of war, as well as the duties of
office. Thus the Birman govemment exhibits al-
most & faithful picture of Europe in the darker
ages, when, on the decline of the Roman empire,
the principles of feudal dependence were esta-
blished by barbarians from the north.

Although it seems difficult, and perhaps impos-
sible, under such a system, to ascertain, in any
standard currency, the amount of the royal reve-

E2
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nue, yet the riches which the Birman monarch is
said to possess are immense—a supposition that
may readily be admitted, when it is considered
that a very small share of what enters his exche-
quer returns into circulation. The boarding of
money is a favourite maxim of Oriental state po-
lcy. An Esstern potentate cannot be brought to
eomprehend that the diffasion of property among
his subjecta is & surer source of wealth to himself,
snd of security to his throne, than the poesession
of Lydian treasures, locked up in vanlts, and con-
cealed in secret recesses, oontrived by sordid ava-
rice and foolish cunning.
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CHAPTER 1V.

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT=—INFANTRY+~—-CAS-
SAY CAVALRY~—ARTIPICERS—~WAR-BOATS—
GUNPOWDER LONG KNOWN—WEAPONS+FOOD
—CLIMATE—SOfL=~PRODUCE-—MINERAL §——
PRECIOUS STONES — COMMERCE—CURRENCY
= WEIGHTS «~— MEASURES — CHARACTER OF
THE NATIVES-—NOT JEALOUS OF THEIR WO+
MEN~— FEROCIOUS IN WAR—BEGGARS UN-
KNOWN—ANIMALS—DIVISION OF TIME——MU-
81C—~LANGUAGE—EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE~w=
RIVERS. .

THe Birmans may be termed a nation of soldters,
every man in the kingdom being liable to be called
upon for his military services ; and war is deemed
the most honourable occupation. The regular
military establishment of the Birmans is, neverthe-
less, very inconsiderable ; not exceeding the num-
bers of which the royal guard is composed, and
such as are necessary to preserve the police of the
capital. When an army is to be raised, a mandate
issues from the golden palace, to sll viceroys of
provinces, and miougees of districts, requiring a
certain number of men to be at & general rendez-
vous on an sppointed day, under command some-

times of the viceroy himself, but oftener that :s»'y
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an inferior officer.” The levy is proportioned to
the population of the province, or district, estima-
ted from the number of registered houses that it
contains. The provincial court determines the
burden which each house is to bear; commonly
every two, three, or four houses, are to farnish
among them one recruit, or to pay 300 tackal in
money, about 40L or 45/ This recruit is supplied
with arms, ammunition, and, I believe, with a cer-
tain daily allowance of grain from government,
but is not entitled to pay. The families of these
conscripts are carefully retained in the district
which they inhabit, as hostages for the good con-
duct of their relation. In case of desertion or
treachery, the innocent wife, children, and parents
of the guilty person, are dragged to execution with-
out the least remorse or pity. Even cowardice sub-
jects the family of the delinguent to capital punish-
ment. This barbarous law, which is rigorously
enforced, must have a powerful effect in securing
the allegiance of the troops, and of impelling them
to vigorous exertion ; and it is, perbaps, the only
sure mode of inciting to enterprires of danger,
men who are not actuated by any innate sense of
honour, and who do not feel any national pride. -
Infantry and ravalry compose the regular guards
of the king. The former are armed with muskets
and sabres; the latter are provided with a spear a-
bout seven or eight feet long, which they manage
on horseback with great dexterity, seldom requir-
ing or making use of any other weapon. The in-
fantry are not uniformly clothed. I heard various
accounts of their numbers ; 700 do constant duty
within the precincts, and at the several gates of
the palace. I think that, on the day of my public
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reception, I saw sbomt 2000, and have no doubs
that all the tnops in the city were paraded on that
occssion. Iwas told that there were only 300 caval-
ry in Ummerapoors, but that 2000 were bcattered,
in small detachments, throughout the neighbour-
ing districts.  All the troopers in the king's ser-
vice are natives of Cassay, who are mnch better
borsemen than the Birmans. Mr Wood, who.saw
some of them at exercise, informed me, that they
nearly resesbled those whom he had met with in As-
sam. They ride like all Orientals, with short stir-
rups sad 8 loose rein. Their saddle is hard and
high, snd two large circular flaps of strong lesther
bang down on each ‘side, painted or gilded, accord-
ing to the quality of the rider. Their dress is not
unbecoming., They wear s tight coat, with skirts
reaching down to the middle of the thigh; and
on their bead a turban of cloth, relled hard and
plaited, which forms a high cone, that bends backe
ward in a graceful manner. The horses of Ava
are amall, but very hardy and active. Contrary
10 the practice of other Eastern countries, they case
trate their harses, and are thus enabled to main-
tain them with Jittle trouble and expense, and can
sleo. ten 5 number loose in a field. together, with.
out say risk of their injuring one another. Horses
sre frequently exported in timber ships bound fer
Madres, and other parts of the coast, where they
are disposed- of to considerable adventage.

The government of Ava is extremely attentive
to provide, in times of peace, for the contingencies
of war. The royal magazines, I was told, could
furnish 20,000 firelocks, which, if they resembled
the specimens I saw, cannot be very formidable.
These have been imparted, at different periods in.
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% the country, by ships trading 10 Rangoon and
other parts of the empire, and are either of French
manufacture, or condemned muskets from the En-
glish arsenals in India. The Birmans are very
fond of their arms, of which they take great care.
Their gunsmiths, who are all natives of Caseay,
keep them in repair; but they are in general so bad
as to be out of the power of art to render them
serviceable. I saw a tolerably good fowling piece,
which they said was entirely the work of & Cassay
artificer. This, however, was allowed to be an
extraordinary effort of genius., The person who
showed it me, presented me, at the same time,
with & bambeo, which threw out a shert spear
oflronbymee.nsofaspnng It was executed by
the maker of the gun, and seemed to be formed
after & model of an English walking stick, that
contained a concesled spike. The imitation evinced
much ingenuity, although the workmanship wae
coarse, and the iron badly polished.

By far the most respectable pert of the Birman
military force is their establishment of war-boats.
Every town of note in the vicinity of the river, is
obiged to furnish & certain number of men, and one
or more boats, in proportion to the magnitude of the
place. . I wasinformed, that the king ean corsmand,
at a very short notice, 500 of these vessels. They
are constructed out of the solid trunk of the teek
tree, which is excavated partly by fire and partly
by cutting. The largest are from eighty to one
hundred feet long, but the breadth seldom exceeds
eight feet, and even this space is produced by ar-
tificially extending the sxdes after the trunk has been
hollowed. They carry from fifty to sixty rowers,
whouse-horzoars that work on a spindle. The

a0
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prow id selid, and has a flat surface, on wbhh,when
they go to war, a piece of ordnance is mounted,
8 &ix, a mine, or even a twelve pounder. The
gun-carriage is secured by lashings to strong bolts
on ench side, and swivels are frequently fired on
the curvature of the stern.

Each rower is provided with a sword and a lance,
which are placed by his side whilst he plies the
omrs. Besides the boatmen, there are usually
thirty soldiers on board, who are armed with mus-
kets. Thus prepared, they go in flests to meet
the foe, and, when in sight, draw up in a line,
presenting their prows to the enemy. Their at-
tack is extremely impetuo\u; they advance with
great rapidity, and sing a war-song,- at once to en-
courage their people, duunt their adversaries, and
regulate the strokes of their oars, They generally
endesvour to grapple, and when that is effected,
the action becomes very severe, as these people
gre endued with great courage, strength, and ac-
tivity. In times of peace, thgy are fond of exer-
cising in their boats, and I have often been enter-
tained with the dexterity they display in the

ent of them. . The_vessels being low in

the. water, .their .greatest danger is that of being
run down by a larger boat striking on their broad-
sido—8 misfortune which the steersman is tanght
to dread, and to avoid above. all others. It is
::fnuxgto see the faeility with which they steer,
'elnde each other in their mock combats. The
rowers.are also  practised to row batkwards, and
impel the.vessel with the stern foremost. This is
the moda @f. retzeat, by means of which the ar-
tillery still bears upon their apponent. The largest
of the war-boats do.not draw more than three fees
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water.  When a person of rank is on board, there
is a sort of moving tilt or canopy, for his particular
accommodation, placed sometimes in the centre,
and sometimes on the prow. The sides of the
boat are either gilt as far as the water's edge, or
plain, according to the rank of the person it carries.
Gilded boats are only permitted to princes of the
blood, or to persons holding the highest stations,
such as a Maywoon of a province, and a minister
of state.

It is by no means improbable, that the use of
gunpowder was wel known in India before its ef-
fects were discovered in the west ; yet there is not
any reason to believe, that the natives of Avaapplied
it to the purpose of musketry, till Europeans in-
structed them in the art. According to Indian
accounts, cannon were fabricated in the East long
before the era of European conquest: Their ar-
tillery, however, was not capable of being trans-
ported with facility, or at all used in the field.
They were made of iron bars beaten into a cylin-
drical form, rudely put together, but of great
strength, and enormous weight, from which, when °
raised on a rampart or tower, they threw lmge
stones to annoy the enetny. The musket was
first introduced into the Pegue and Ava countries
by the Portuguese, and is an implement of war
which the inhabitants unwisely prefer to their own
native weapons, the spear and ssbre—a par-
tiality that is highly prejudicial to themselves, for
nothing can be less formidable than such fire-arma
as they possess, or have the means of procuring.
The proper indigenous weapons of the country are
the spear, the javelin, which is thrown from the
hand, the cross-bow, and the sabre. The latter is

T — “ {
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twed by the Birmans not only as an implement of
war, but is likewise applied to various purposes as
an instrument of manual labonr. With this the
peasant fells trees, shapes timbers, cuts bamboos,
or defends himself against an enemy and wild
beasts. He never fravels witheut it, and generally,
when on a journey, earries a shield on his left arm.-
They encumber themselves with less baggage than
perhaps any other people ; and are satisfied with-
a scanty portion of the hardest fare.

In their food, the Birmans, compared with the *
Indisns, are gross and uncleanly. Although their-
religion forbids the slaughter of animals in general,
yet they apply the interdiction only ,to those that
are domesticated. All game is eagerly songht
after, and in many places it is publicly sold. Rep-
tiles also, such as lizards, guanss, and snakes,
vonstitute a part of the subsistence of the lower -
classes. During our voysge up the river, the
boatmeény, after wo had browght to, used frequent-
ly to hunt for cameliens and lisards among the
thickets. They are extremely fond of vegetables.
At those places where garden greens: were not to
be procured, they gathered wild sorrel, and some-
times substituted the tender leaves of trees. These, -
Boiled with rice, and moistened with a litile oil,
or sessoned with gnapee, or pickled sprat, com-
pose & meal with which a Birman peasant or boat-

man is satisfied. The bigher ranks, however, live . -

with more delicacy, although their fare is never
very sumptuous.

The climate of every part of the Birman em-
pire which I have visited, bore testimony to its .
ealubrity, by the best possible criterion, the ap-

voL. 11, ¥
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pearance and vigour of the natives. The seasois
_ are regular, and the extremes of heat and cold are
seldom experienced ; at least, the duration of that
intense heat which immediately precedes the com-
mencement of the rainy sesson is so short, that it -
incommodes but for a very little time. During
our residence in the coumntry, we lost only one
man by disease. Another® met an sccidental
death ; in wandering through the woods be became °

- the prey of & tiger.

* The soil of the southern provinces of the Bir-
man empire is remarkably fertile, and produces as
luxuriant crope of rice as are to be found in the
finest parts of Bengal. Farther northward the
country becomes irregular and mountainous; but -
the plains and valleys, particularly near the river;
sre éxceedingly fruitful. They yield good wheat, '
and the various kinds of small grain which grow -
in Hindostan ; as likewise leguwines, and most of
the esculent vegetables of India. - Sugar canes,
tobaceo of a superior quality, indigo, cotton, and
the different tropical fruits, in perfection, are all
indigenous products of this favoured land.

- Besides the teak tree, which grows in meny
parts of the Biresan ‘empire, as well to the north’
of Ummerapoora, as in the southern courtry, there .
is almost every description of timber that is known
in India. Dr Buchanan, in one of his afternoon
excursions, perceived a large log of fir, which, his
attendant informed . him, bad ‘bepn washed ' down
by the torrents from a mountainous part of the
ceuntry, four days journey porthward of the capi-
tal, where it grows in ebundance, and of consider-

* This unfortupate -manxbelonged to the Seahorse.

ot e e e ol C oA
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able magnitude.: The natives call it Tenyo.. They
axtract the turpentine, which they turn to use, but
consider the wood of little value, on account of its
softness. If they could be prevailed:- upon to
transport it to Rangoon, it might prove a bene-
ficial material to the navigation of India. To
gallant masts and yards made of teak are thoug|
to be too heavy. European and American spares are ,
often bought for these purposes at a very exorbi-
tant price—an inconvenience which the fir of Ava,
if conveyed to the market, would probably obviate.
The kingdom of Ava abounds in minerals.
Six days’ journey from, Bamoo, near the frontiers
of China, there are mines of gold and silver, called
Badouem. Thereare also mines of gold, silver, rubies,
and sapphires at present open on a mountain near the
Keenduem, Woobolootaun ; but the most valuable,
and those which produce the finest jewels, are in
the vicinity of the capital, nearly epposite to
Keoum-meoum. Precious stones are found in
several other parts of the empire, The inferior
minerals, such as contain iron, tin, lead, antimony,
arsenic, sulphur, &c. are met with in great abun-
dance. Amber, of a consistence unusually pure
and pellucid, is dug up in large quantities near the
river. Gold, likewise, is discovered in the sandy
beds of streams which descend from the mountains.
Between the Keenduem and the Irrawaddy, to
the northward, there is a small river called Shoe
Lien Kioup, or the Stream of Golden Sand.
Diamonds and emeralds are not produced in any
part of the Ava empire; but it affords amethysts,
gameéts, very beautiful chrysolites, jasper, load-
stone, and marble. The quarries of the latter are
only a few miles from Ummerapoors. It is equal
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in quality to the finest marble of Italy, and admits
of a polish that renders it almost transparent.
‘Blocks of any size that it is possible to transport
might be procured, but the sale is prohibited ; nor
is it allowed to be carried away without a special
worder. Images of Gandma being chiefly composed
of this material, it is on that account held sacred.
Birmans may not purchase the marble in mass,
‘but are suffered and indeed encouraged to buy
figures of the deity ready made. Exportation of
‘their gods out of the kingdom is strictly forbidden.
The city of Chagain is the principal manufactory of
‘these marble divinities.

An extensive trade is carried on between the
capital of the Birman dominions and Yunan in
China. The principal article of export from Ava
is cotton, of which I was informed there are two
‘kinds, one of a brown colour, of which nankeens
are made, the other white, like the cotton of India.
7 did not see any of the former. This commodity
is transported up the Irrawaddy in large boats, as
far as Bamoo, where it is bartered at the common
jee or mart, with Chinese merchants, and convey-
ed by the latter, partly by land, and partly by
water, into the Chinese dominions. Amber, ivory,
precious stones, beetle nut, and the edible nests
brought from the eastern archipelago, are also
articles of commerce. In return, the Birmans pro-
cure raw and wrought silks, velvets, gold leaf,
preserves, paper, and some utensils of hardware.

The commerce between the capital and the
southern parts of the empire is facilitated by the
noble river that waters the country. Its principal
objects are the necessaries of life. Several thou-
sang boats are annually employed in transporting
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rice from the lower provinces, to supply Ummera-
poors, and the northern districts. Salt and gnapee
may likewise be reckoned under the same head. .
Articles of foreign importation are mostly convey-
ed up the Irrawaddy; a few are introduced by
way of Arracan, and carried over the mountains
on the heads of coolies, or labourers. European
broadcloth, a small quantity of hardware, coarse
Bengal muslins, Cossembuzar silk handkerchiefs,
China ware, which will not admit of land carriage
and glass, are the principal commodities. Cocoa
nuts also, brought from the Nicobar Islands, where -
. they are of uncommon excellence, are looked up-
on as & delicacy, and bear a high price.. Mer-
chants carry down silver, lac, precious stones, and
some other articles to no great amount. A con-
siderable sum of money is annually laid out at the
capital in the purchase of marble statues of Gaud-
ma, which are all fabricated in the district of Cha~
gain, opposite Awa-haung, or ancient Ava. They
are not permitted to be made at any other place.
The Birmans, like the Chinese, have no coin.
Silver in bullion, and lead, are the current monies
of the country; weight and purity are, of course,
the standard of value, and in the ascertainment of
both the natives are exceedingly scrupulous and
_expert. What foreigners call a tackal, properly
kiat,is the most general piece of silver in circulation;
it weighs ten pennyweights ten grains and three-
fourths. Its subdivisions are, the tubbee, two of
which make one moo ; two moo one math ; four
math one tackal, and ene hundred tackal compose
one viss. Money scales and weights are all fa-
bricated at the capital, where they are stamped
¥2
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and afterwards circulated throughout the empire ;
the use of any others is prohibited.

Rice is sold by a measure called Tayndaung, or
basket ; the weight is sixteen viss, about fifty-six
pounds. There are many subdivisions of mea-
surement. The average price of rice at the capi-
tal is one tackal, rather more than half-a-crown, for
8 basket and a half. At Rangoon and Martaban,
one tackal will purchase four or five baskets.

The bankers, called by foreigners Pymon, are
likewise workers in silver, and assayers of metal.
This is a class of people very numerous, and in-
dispensably necessary, as no stranger can under-
take either to pay or receive money without hav-
ing it first examined. Every merchant has a bank-
er of this description, with whom he lodges all
his cash, and who, for receiving and paying, gets
an established commission of one per cent.; in
consideration of which, he is responsible for the
quality of what goes through his hands; and in

no instance did I ever hear of s breach of trust .

tommitted by one of these bankers. The quan- -
tity of alloy varies in the silver current in different
parts of the empire. At Rangoon it is adulte-
rated twenty-five per cent.; at Ummerapoora,
pure, or what is called flowered silver, is most
common. In this latter all royal dues are paid.
The several modifications are as follows ;

Rouni, or pure silver.

Rouniks, 5 per cent. of alloy.

Rounizee, 10 per cent. -

Rouassee, ~ 20 per cent.

Moowadzoo, 25 per cent.

Woombo, 30 per cent.

Any person may have his silver either pwified
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or depreciated to whatever standard he chooscs.

The nearest silversmith will be glad to perform the

work, free from charge for his labour, as the

bringer by the operation must lose a trifle, which
the artist gains. 'The small quantity of metal that
adheres to the erucible is his profit. I was in-
" formed, that the silversmith can sell these cruci-
bles afterwards to refiners for forty tackals a thou-
sand, and that an adequate gain accrues to the
purchaser from the metal extracted from the pot
after it is broken.

The Birman measures of length are, the Paul-
gaut, or inch, eighteen of which compose the
Tiam, or cubit.

The Saundaung, or royal cubit, * equal to twen-
ty-two inches.

The Dha, or Bamboo, which consists of seven
royal cubits ; 1000 dba make one Birman league,
or Dian, nearly equal to two British miles and
two furlongs. The league is also subdivided into
tenths. The Birmans keep their accounts in de-
cimals, after the manner ¢of‘the Chinese.

It has already been noticed, that the general
disposition of the Birmans is strikingly contrasted
with that of the natives of India, from whom they
are separated only by a narrow range of moun-
_ tains, in many places admitting of an easy inter-
course. Notwithstanding the small extent of thiy
barrier, the physical difference between the na-
tions could scarcely be greater, had they been si-
tuated at the opposite extremities of the globe.
The Birmans are a lively, inquisitive race, active,

® This cubit varies according to the will of the mo-
narch,
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irascible, and impatient. The character of their
Bengal neighbours is too well known as the re-
verse, to need any delineation. The unworthy
passion of jealousy, which prompts most nations of
the East to immure their women within the walls
of an haram, and surround them with guards,
seems to have scarcely any influence over the
mjnds of this extraordinary and more liberal peo-
ple. Birman wives and daughters are not con-
cealed from the sight of men, and are suffered to
have as free intercourse with each other as the
rules of European society admit. But, in other
respects, women have just reason to complain of
> their treatment.  They are considered as not be-
longing to the same scale of the creation as men,
and even the law stamps a degrading distinction
between the sexes. The evidence of & woman is
not received as of equal weight with that of a
man; and a woman is not suffered to ascend the
steps of a court of justice, but is obliged to deli-.
ver her testimony on the outside of the roof. 'The
custom of selling their women to strangers, which
has before been adverted to, is confined to the
lowest classes of society, and is perhaps oftener
the consequence of heavy pecuniary embarrass-
ment, than an act of inclination. It is not, how-
ever, considered as shameful, nor is the female
dishonoured. Partly, perhaps, from this cause,
‘and partly from their habits of education, women
surrender themselves the victims of this barbarous
custom with apparent resignation. It is also said,
that they are very seldom unfaithful to their foreign
masters ; indeed they are often essentially useful,
particularly to those who trade, by keeping their
accounts and transacting their business. But when
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a'inan departs from the country, he is not safferad
t6 caity his temporary wife along with him. On
that point the law is exceedingly rigorous. Every
ship, before she receives her clearance, is dili-
gently searched by the officers of the custom-
‘house. Even if their vigilance were to be eluded,
the woman wonld be quickly missed, and it would
be soon discovered in what vessel she had gone;
nor could that ship ever return to a Birman port
but under penalty of confiscation of the property,
and the infliction of a heavy fine and imprison-
‘ment on the master. Female children also, born
of a Birman mother, are not suffered to be taken
away. Men are permitted to emigrate ; but they
think that the expatriation of women would im-

verish the state, by dxmxmshmg the sources of
‘its population.

8ne vice is ugually the parent of another. The
Birmans, being exempt from™ that of jealousy, do
ot resort to the diabolieal practice of emasculat-
/ing male children, to educate them as spies over
their women. Chastity, they know, is more safely
guarded by principles of honour and attachment
than by moats or castles. When Arracan was
conquered by the Birmans, several eunuchs’ were
made prisoners, belonging to the prince of the
country, who had adopted that degenerate custom
of Mahomedan growth. These people are maintain-
ed by the Birman monarch rather as memorials of
his conquest, than for any services they are requir-
ed to Perform Infidelity is not a characteristic of
Birman wives. In general they have ‘too much
e_.mployment to leave leisure for the corruption of
their mindls. A woman of the highest rank sel-
dom sits In idleness at home. Her female ser-
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vants, like those of Grecian dames of antiquity,
ply ¢ the various labours of the loom,” whilst the

- mistress superintends and directs their industry.

On the occasion of the formal visit to the mother
of the present Queen, we observed in one of the
galleries of her palace, three or four looms at work,

‘wronght by the damsels of her household. Weav-

ing is chiefly a female occupation. Most Birman
families make all the cotton and silk cloth that is
required for their domestic consumption.

The Birmans, in some points of their disposi-
tion, display the ferocity of barbarians, and in o-
thers, all the humanity and tenderness of a polish-
ed life. They inflict the most savage vengeance
on their enemies. As invaders, desolation marks
their tract, for they spare neither sex nor age.
Bat at home they sssume a different character.
There they manifest benevolence, by extending aid
to the infirm, the aged, and the sick. Filial piety
is inculcated as a sacred precept, and its duties are
religiously observed. A common beggar is no-
where to be seen. Every individual is certain of
receiving sustenance, which, if he cannot procure
it by his own labour, is provided for him by o-

* thers. .

During the several excursions which we made
into the country, we did not perceive any of the
feathered tribe that were peculiar to this part of
the world, or that were not to be met with in Indis,
the ornithology of which is already well known.
The Henza, the symbol of the Birman nation, as
the eagle was of the Roman empire, is a species of -
wild fowl, called in India the Braminy goose ; but
the natives of Ava do not deify the bird. Of the
bensts of Ava, the only ons that I saw, with which

)
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I'wis anacquainted, was the ichneumon, or the rat
of Pharaoh, called by the natives Ounbaii. It is
8 singular circumstance, that there should not be
such an animal as the jackal in the Ava dominions,
consideting that they are so numerous in the ad-
joining country. Pegue abounds in elephants; for
though they are to be met with in other parts of
the empire, that seems to be their favourite abode.
One of his Birman majesty’s titles is, Lord of the
White Elephant, and of all the Elephants in the
World. '

- 'The Birmans divide their time as follows :

- The space in which the finger can be raised and
depressed is called charazi. Ten charazi make
one piaan ; six piaan one bizana (about a minute).
The day, of twenty-four hours, commencing at
noon, is divided into eight portions, or yettee, of
three hours each, thus denominited.

Moon Yettee, or hoon.
Loung Yettee, 8 P. M.
Lay Yettee, 6 P. M.
Gnesh Yettee, 9 P. M. .
Gnesh Gnek Yetfee, midnight. =
Gneah Laghee Loung Yettee, 8 in the
: - m_ * . . . .
Mioh Ling Yetteé, 6 A. M.
- Gneah Tek Yetted, 9 A. M. .

: These divisions of time are ascertained by & ma-
chine resembling the hour-glass, and sometimes by
a perforated pan placed in a tub of water. They
afe semotnced by a stréke on an’ oblong drum, .
which is- always kept near the dwelling of the
chief magistrate of the city, town, or village. It-
is- commonly raised on & high bamboo stage, with
a-100f ofimats-to protect it from the weather,
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The edifice at the royal palace for the reception
of this instrument is of masonry, and very lofty,
whenca the sound is said to be distinctly conveyed
to the remotest extremes of the city.

* The Birman year is divided into twelve months,
which, strictly speaking, cannot be called synodi-
cal, although they comprehend the same number
of days. A revolution of the moon, in passing
from one conjunction with the sun to another, is
performed in 29 days 12 bours and 44 minutes ;
but the Birman lunations consist of 29 and 30
days, alternate, which causes a difference between
the Newtonian and Birman lunar account of 8
hours and 48 minutes. The Birman months are
as follow :

. Days.
Tagoo containg  ~ . 29
Kayoung - - - 30
Nay Young . - 29
Wazoo - - . 30
Wagoung .- - 29
Toozelien . - 30
Sandaing Guite . - 29 -
Tazoung Moang  ~ - 80
Gnadoh - - - 29
Peeazoo - - . 80
Taboodway - - 29

. Taboung - - 80
354

In order to complete a solar revolution, they
intercalate in every third year a month of 30 days,
which is called Teodea Wazoo. In this third
year the months of Tagoo and Nay Young have
‘each 30 days jnstead of 29. They likewise sup-
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press or pass over a day, which, if reckoned, would
either be the 8lst Taboung or the lst of Tagoo.
By these means, the number of days in the three

solar years is thes computed.
. Daya.
Three lunar years, of 854 days each l(;g‘.l
Intercalary month in the third year .80
Two intercalary days in Tagoo and Nay
Young - - -
Suppressed, or pessed over at the end of
the year - - - 1
1095

This computation corresponds, in the number of
days, with three years. Every fourth year, how-
ever, will occasion the difference of a day on ac-
count of our bissextile or leap year. Of this the
Birmans are fully sensible, as well as of many o-
ther defects in their manner of reckoning. To
remedy the confusion likely to emsue from such
erronenus calculations, their style or mode has fre-
quently been altered by arbitrary suthority. His
present Birman moajesty, however, is 80 desirous
to ascertain and establish, by accurate tables, a
permanent and unvarying measurement of time,
that he made an application to the late Governor-
general of India to send to his cepital a Bramin
well versed in astronomy, to assist the deliberations
of his council of professors, among whom his ma-
jesty always presides in peryon ; and he is said to
be no inconsiderable proficient in the science of
astronomy,

" The maanner in which the Binnan month is sub-
divided, I imagine, is peculiar to their nation. In-

VOL. IL a 8
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‘stead of reckoning the days progressively from the
commencement to the close of the month, they ad-
vance no farther than the full moon, from which
they recede by retrogressive enumeration until the
month is finished.

Thus, the new moon is called
Lahzan terrait gnay, or first day of the in-

creasing moon.

" Lahzan gnersit gnay, second day, &c.
Lahzan loungrait gnay, third day, &c.
Laltzan layrait gnay, fourth day, &c.
-Lahzan narait gnay, fifth day, &e.
Lahzan lioukrait gnay, sixth day, &c.
Labgan koonrait gnay, seventh day, 8.
Lahzan sheaseddainrait gnay, eighth day, &c.
Lahzan karait gnay, ninth day, &c.

- Lahzan sayrait gnay, tenth day, &c.

Lahzan say-terrait gnay, eleventh day, &c.
Lahzan say-gnerrait gnay, twelfth day, &c.

. Lahzan say soungrait gnay, thirteenth day, &e.
Lahzan tassay sayrait gnay, fourteenth day, &c.
Lah bee, fifteenth day, &c.

Lah bee-goo terrait gnay, or the first day of
the decreasing moon.

The seventeenth, eighteenth, &ec. correspond
with the second and third of the increasing moon,
substituting Lah Bee-goo for Lahzan. The last
day of the month, whether of twenty-nine or
thirty days, is called Lah gnay.

The Birman month is divided into four weeks
of seven days each. The days are distinguished
oy the following names.

Tamaing nusye, Sunday, the first day of the
Birman week. ‘
Telain lah, . Monday.

7/
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Aing-gah, . Tuesday.
Boodt-hoo, . Wednesday.
Keah-subbeday, Thursday.
Zoup kesh, . TFriday.
~Sunnay, . . Saturday.

The eighth day of the increasing moom, the
fifteenth or full moon, the eighth of the decreasing
moon, and the last day of the moon, are religi-
ously opserved by Birmans as sacred festivals.
-On these hebdomanal holidays no public business
is transacted in the Rhoom; mercantile dealings’
are suspended ; handicraft is forbidden; and the
strictly pious take no sustenance between the rising
and the setting of the sun ; but this latter instance
of self-denial is not very commeon, and, as:I. un-
derstood, is rarely practised, except in the metro-
polis, where the appearance of sanctity is somie-
times ‘assumed as a ladder by which the crafty
sttempt to climb to promotion. The sovereign
himeelf is a great favourer of the austerities of the
Birman religion ; and his chief minister, or Woon-
gee, has for many years on & Birman sabbath ab-
stained from food so long as the sun continues
above the horizon. :

The Birmans are extremely fond both of poetry .
and music; they call the former Yeddoo. When
repeated by a scholar, it flows soft and measured
to the ear. It is sometimes in successive, and often
in alternate rhimes. A line is called Tageoung;
a stanza, Tubbouk. They have epic as well as
religious. poems of high celebrity ; and they are
fond of reciting in heroic.numbers the exploits of
their kings and generals. I was informed, that
the prowees of Alompra is recorded in verses no
unworthy of a monarch.
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Music is a science which is held in considerable
estimation throughout the Birman empire, and is
cultivated at the present day more generally than
in India, notwithstanding it is there termed, as by
the ancient Greeks, the language of the gols.
The royal library of Ummerapoora is said to con-
tain many valuable treatises on the art. Some of
thie professional musicians display considerable skill.
and execution, and the softer airs are pleasing.
even to an ear unsccustomed to sach melody.
The principal instraments are a Soum, or harp,
made of light wood, hollowed and vammished, i
shape somewhat like & canoce with a deck. As
the extremity a piece of bard wood is neatly fost-
ened, which tapers to the end, end rising carves
over the body of the harp. From this curvature
the strings, usually made of wire, are extended
to a bridge on the belly of the instrument. There
are two sounding holes, one on each side of the
bridge. The size of the Soum varies from two
-t ﬁve fest in length.

The Tur resembles our violin ; it has only three
strings, and ® played on with a bow. I at first
imagined it had been of European introductien,
aed brought to Pegue by the Portuguezs; but I
was assured it was au original instrument of the
country.

The Pullawny, is a’'common flagelet.

The Kyezoup, is a collection of cymbals, which-
are suspended in & bamboo frame. These cym-
bals, varying in size, produce modulsted grads-
tions of sounds. There were eighteen in the Kye-
zoup that I saw.

The Patola, or guitar, is & curious imstrwment.
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Of the andent Pallis,* whose language. consti-
tutes ot the present day the sacred text of Avs,
Pegne, and Siam, a8 well as of several other conn-
tries’ enstward of the Ganges ; and eof their migra-
tion from India to the banks of the Cali, the Nile
of Ethiopia, we have but very imperfect iaforma-
tion. As a nation, they have long ago ceased to
exist. They are said to bave possessed, in former
times, a dominjon stretching from the Indus as
far g8 Siam, and to have been conguered by the
Rajaputras, who changed the name of their counn-
try from Palisthan to Rajaputra. In the old books
of the Hindoos they dre called Puliputras, and is
may, I think, be concluded that they were the Pa-
libothri of the ancients.

It bas been the epinion of some of the naost en-
lightened writers + on the languages of the Eass,
that the Pali, the eacred language of the priesis of
Boodh, is nearly allied to the Shanserit of the Bra-
mins; and there certainly is mueh of that boly

¢ In Captain Wilford’s elaborate and learned Disserta-
tion on Egypt and the Nile, from the anc:ent books of the
Hindoos, there ic the followmg

¢ The history of the Pallis cannot ﬁnl to be interesting,
¢ especially as it will be found much connected with that
¢ of Europe; and I hope soon to be supplied with mate-
¢ rials for a full account of them. Even their miserable:
¢ remains in India must excite compassion, when we-cohw
¢ sider how great they once were, and from what height
¢ they fell, through the intolerant zeal and superstition of
¢ their neighboum. Their features are peculiar, and their
¢ language different, but perhaps not radically, from that
¢ of the other Hindoos. Their villages are still called
¢ Palli’—dsiat. Research. Vol. III,

t+ Captain Wilford on Egypt and the Nile.~Loubere’s
Account of Sism.—Chambers on the Ruins of Mavali-
puram.—Asiat. Research. Vol, I,

hY

-,




EMBASSY TO AVA.



80 EMBASSY TO AVA.

worlls, they mark the pauses of a senténce and-the
full stope. Their letters are distinct, and their
manuscripts are in geperal very beautifal. - :

The common books of the Birmans, like those
of the Hindoos, particularly of such as inhabit the
sauthern parts of Indis, are composed of the pal-
myra lesf, on which the letters are engraved with
a stylus; but the Birmans far excel -the Bramini-
cal Hindoos in the neatness of the execution, and
in the ornamental part of their volumes. In every
. Kioum, or monastery, there is a library or reposi-
tory of ‘books, usually kept in lacquered chests.:
Books in the Pali text are sometimes composed
of thin stripes of bamboo, delicately plaited, and
" varhished over in such a manner as to form a
smooth and hard surfece upon a leaf of any di-
mensions. This surface is afterwards gilded, and
the sacred letters are traced upon it/in black and
shining japan. The margin is illamined by wreaths
and figures of gald “on’ a'md, groen, or black
ground.

In the recitation of poetry, the langugge is ex--
ceedingly melodious. Even'the prose of common:
conversation appears to be measured ; and the con+’
cluding word of each sentence is lengthened by a'
musical cadence, that marks the period to the ear:
of a person wholly una.cqnmnted wn.h the mean-’
mg‘ :

- It is difficult to escertain with precision the
exact limits of the Birman empire. Dr Buchan-
ant, who sccompanied me, sought for geographical.
information with the most diligent inquiry. He
procured, but not without considerable trouble and
expense, sketches of every part of the Birman
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terviteries ; and be hos transmitted the materils
which he thus collected to the East India Com-
pany. Those skesches, however, being contained
n varions and detached pieces, not forming any
connected body, nor yet reduced to a gradusted
scale, can hardly. be brought into the shape of &
regular map, without the aid of some farther com-
munications. They are nevertheless documents of
much intrinsic vaiwe and importance. It is there-
fore to be hoped thet, with the aid of some addi-
tional lights, a vaciram on the tervestrial globe will,
ere long, be filled up, and a portion of the earth
delineated, which heretofore has been very imper-
fectly known. On & probable calculstion from Dr
Buchsaen's papers of the extent of she present
Birman empire, it appears to include the space be-
tween the 9th and 26th degrees of nerth latitude,
and besween the 82d and 107th degrees of longi-
wde esst of Greemwich, abeut 1050 geographieal
miles in length, and 600 in breadth. These are
the ascertainable limits, taken from the Birmven ne-
eounts ; but it is probable that their dominions
streteh still farther to the north. It should, how-
ever, be remarked, that the breadth often veries,
and is in many places very inconsiderable, on what
is called the Eastern Penmsula.

Dr Buachanan, in the summary ® or genersl out-
line of the -geographical materials which he col-
lected, thue expresses himself on the subject of
rivers :—It appears, ¢ that the Arracan river is
‘ not so considerable as has been suppesed, but

* Extracts'from the Bengal Political Letter, 11th of

Scptember 1797.
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< takes its rise in hills at no great distance to the
‘ north. :
. ¢ That the river coming from Thibet, which is
¢« supposed to be that of Arracan, is in fact the
¢ Keenduem; or the great western branch of the
¢ Ava river.

¢ That what is supposed to be the western bm.nch'
‘ of the Irrawaddy, is in fact the eastern ome,
< which passes by Avs, and runs to the north,

¢ keeping west from the province of Yunan, and
¢ leaving between it and that part of Chma a coun-
* try subject to the Birmans. :

. ¢ That the Loukiang, which is supposed to be
* the great branch of the Irrawaddy, has no com-
¢ munication with that river; but on entering the
¢ Birman dominions assumes the ngme of Thaluayn,
¢ or Thanluayn, and falls into the sea at Martaban.-
. ¢ That the river of Pegue, which is supposed to.
¢ come from China, rises among hills about 100.
¢ miles from the ses, and which form the boundary
¢ between the Birman and Pegue kingdoms.

¢ 'That between the Pegue and Martaban rivers
¢ there is a lake, from which two rivers proceed.
¢« The one ruus north to Old Ava, where it joins
¢ the Myoungnya, or Little River of Ava, which
¢ comes from mountains on the frontiers of China ;
¢ the “other river runs south from. the lake to the
¢ sea, and is the Sitang river in the map.
" ¢ That the rivers of China, which are supposed
¢ to be the heads of the Pegue river, are those of
¢ the river of Siam. .

¢ That the rivers of Siam and Cambodia com-
‘ municate by a very considerable branch, called
¢ the Annan.’
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This disposition of the rivers gives an entire new
face to the geography of India extra Gangem;
and from the diligence and ability with which Dr
Buchanan collated the several accounts that he re-
ceived, I am inclined to believe that his statement
is nearly correct.
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CHAPTER V.

PERMISSION GRANTED TO MAKE ASTRONOMI-
CAL OBSERVATIONS—MESSAGE FROM THE
KING=—RIVER RISES—PRESENT OF WHEAT—
BEES—HONEY—?ENGAL PAINTER EMPLOYED
AT COURT—MODE OF CATCHING WILD ELE-
PHANTS——KING SOLICITOUS TO INTRODUCE
THE ART OF GLASS-MAKING-——ATTENTIONS
FROM VICEROYS TO FOREIGN MINISTERS~w
LETTERS ARRIVE FROM BENGAL-—-—OUR PEO-
PLE HEALTHY—CHINESE THE REVERSE~—
THE CAUSE—CEREMONY ARRANGED—PRO-
CESSION—MANNER OF ENTRANCE~INTRO-
DUCTION INTO THE LOTOO, OR GRAND COUN-
CIL HALL—DESCRIPTION OF THE COURT—
ITS MAGNIFICENCE—KING NOT PRESENT—
QUESTIONS PROPOSED——BANQUET—FORMALI-
TIES OBSERVED IN RETURNING.

THE occurrences that took place in the interval
between our arrival and the 30th of August, the
day appointed for our formal introduction, were
not of sufficient importance to require a minute
relation. We enjoyed whatever personal conve-
nience the country could supply; and I gladly em-
braced every opportunity to evince the most im-
plicit ¢onfidence, which I am induced té think was
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. productive of beneficial consequences. To my
public character, as will appear in the sequel, the
conduct of the Birman cowt was punctilions and
haughty, even to insufferable arrogance; but my
accommodation and security, as an individual, were
attended to with ull the urbanity that could be
expected from the most polished state of Europe.
Geography is the foundation of all historical
knowledge, without which history becomes little
better than romance. Having hitherto found the
most authentic geographical information that I
€ould obtain, respecting countries eastward of the
Ganges, to be extremely erroneous, I was on that
account more particularly desirous to determine
the true situation of the eapital of Ava, especially
88 I had now & favourable opportunity of profiting
by the assistance of & gentleman of high profes-
sional talents. It seemed expedient, however, to
obtain the sanction of the Birman government, be-
fore I authorized Mr Wood to commence sstrone-
mical observations ; and, in reply to an application
I made through the Maywoon of Pegue, 1 receiv-
ed the most liberal sompliment
that was afterwards wious mes-
sage from his Birman majesty, desiring to know,
nceording to our calculation, the exact time when
the expected eclipse of the moon was to take
place, and, ss it was partial, what portion of the
lanar body would be in shade? Mr Wood sa-
tisfied him i both particulars, and we were in-
formed that the king, on comparing Mr Wood's
account with his own predictions (for he is said to
be himself an adept in the science), diseovered
only a slight difference in the segment of the meen
VOL. 1. H



86 £MBASSY TO AVA.

which was to be obscured. Mr Wood's know-
ledge procured him considerable respect among the
better informed natives, but it excited the terror
of the vulgar. Being obliged at night to leave the
grove and go out on the plain, in order to have a
distinct view of the heavenly bodies, the peasants
that inhabited the neighbouring villages believed
him to be a necromancer, and his telescope and
time-keeper instruments of magic. In their won-
der, they sometimes crowded about-him so as to
disturb his operations ; but it was nothing more
than harmless curiosity. They wanted to discoverby
what means he held communication with the Natts,
the supernatural and invisible agents of the air.
The river, which had now risen to its utmost
height, had encroached so much on the grove, 84
to threaten a general inundation ; and we ' began
to think it not improbable that we should be oblig-
ed some night hastily to change our residence from
the house to the boats. The cause of the swelling
of the waters was not appm'ent, as there had not fal-
len with us a sufficient quantity of rain to produce
the smallest alteration in the body of the river. ‘The
Birmans, however, who knew the exact limit to
which it would rise, laughed at our proposing to
make arrangements for & sudden embarkation, and
assured us that, within the memory of man, the
floods had never surpassed a certain boundary.
Although, from the nature of the grounds in the
neighbourhood of our dwelling, rice was the only
grain that could be cultivated, we understood that
on the other side of the lake, near the city, there
were extensive fields of wheat, whicbh, from the
samples brought to us, seemed to be equal in qua-
lity to the finest growth of England. The market
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wader the Inspection of Dr Buchemsn, .baving
eome to the kmowledge of his Birman majesty, or,
in the Birman phrase, having reached the Golden
‘Ears, the king was pleased to desire a specimen
of hix skill, and sent over a painting on glass, exe~
euted by 8 Siamese artist in his own service, sig-
nifying his royal will that it should be copied up-
en paper. This picture, which was a tolerable
performance, represented the mode of catching
wild elephants in the forests. It was thus de-
#cribed to me. The hunters, mounted on tame
elephants that are trained to the business, by lyimg
flat on their backs, introduce themselves umnoticed
inte a wild herd, and take an oppertunity to cast
a running neose in the tract of the one that is
meant to be secured. The other end of the rope
is fastened to the body of the tame elephant, who
immediately throws the wild ene down. A battle
then ensues, in which the trained elephant, being
sesisted by its associates, soon overpowers the in.
habitant of the woods, whe is deserted by all the
others. It is afterwards berne away a prisoner,
fast bound to two of its captors, whilst another
meves on at its head, and a fourth urges it behind.
In o few weeks, by proper discipline, the animal
becomes docile, and submits to ita fate. Those
that are taken im the mauner delineated in the
Plate, I was. told, are for the most part femsles,
Male elephants are usually enticed by the blandish-
ments of the females, * trained for the purpose,

®* For a mote ample description of ths manner of
catching wild elephants in Tipura, near the mountaius that
divide Bengal from the Birman dominions, sece a Paper
by John Corse Esq. (now John Corse Scott Esq. of Sine
ton), in the third Volume of the Asiatic Researc| The



EMBASSY TO AVA.

89



-
90 EMBASSY T0- AVA.

enablo them to fabricate glass of » quality cqual te.

whet was made in England: Unluckily, none of

us happened to be skilled in the mystery of a glans-

house. All, therefore, that we could do, was to ex-

plain the principles of the art, which Dr Buchanan.

obligingly undertook ; and iy order to facilitate

the acquirement, and guide them in the practice, I

lent them the Encyclopeedia Britaanica, snd point-

ed out the article where the process is fully ex-

plained. Baba Sheen ard the Armenian interpre-

ter translated it into the Birman tongwe. But I

much fear that the theory alone, conveyed in terms

of science, will not, without practical experience,

advance them very far in an art which his Birmean.

majesty is so landably solicitous to bring to per-

fection among his subjects..

" It was a matter too remarkable to pass unnotic-

ed, that of the numbers who did me the honowr of
a visit, there was not one that had any share in the
administration of public affairs, the Woondeck that

met me at Pegahm excepted, who, though of dis-

tinguished rank, is but an inferior minister. None

of the Wongees or Attawoons condescended to pay

me the compliment. The Maywoon of Pegne
sometimes honoured me with his company. His
official eonsequence, however, was here diminish-
ed into insignificance, notwithstanding he was of
the highest order, except one, of nobility, wearing -
a tzaloe of nine strings.

‘When & public minister is delegated from a fo .
reign power to the Birman court, it is the estab-
lished custom for the Maywoon, or governor of the
frontier province which the minister first enters, to
provide for his safe conveyance to the capital, and
to attend to his convenience so long as he con-
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As the time approached that was appointed for
our public entry into Ummerapaore, which as yet
we had only viewed from our residence on the
opposite bank of the lake, I judged it proper to
make some inquiry respecting the ceremonials
ususally observed on such occasions, and the ex-
terior forms of homage that would be required.
I wished also to ascertain the relative degree of
rank that would be granted to the agent of the
Governor-general of India; and as I was offi-
cially given to understand that-the Chinese depu-
ties were to be introduced on' the same day, I
arged my right to precedence, -on the ,thorough
persuasion that théy did not constitute an imperial
embassy, but were merely a provincial legetion, al-
though probably sanctioned by the monarch of China.

The necessity of ascertaining these points be-
came evident, from the scrupulous regerd to ex-
ternal forms which the Birmans madifested upon
every occasion. The Maywoon of Pegte béing the
channel of my official communication, I received
through him, in reply to my first application, a
general assurance of due attention, but an equivo-
cal answer with respect to the Chinese. Repeat-
ing the requisition for satisfactory patticulars, I was
informed that I should be aHowed  parity of rank
with the nobility of the-coart, and that precedence
over the Chimese deputies would .be granted to me.
With those assurances I remained satisfied. -

On the 29th of August, the day preceding that
of our formal introduction, I received 'a message,
desiring to knew what number of attendants I
meant to take with me, and to specify the rank
they .bore, particularly that of the pundit, the
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chine, of the effectg of which some of tha Birmans -
were not ignorant.* The boxes were covered
_with red satin, and fastened to poles, for the con-
venience of being cwrried on men’'s shoulders.
Every matter was arranged on the day before the
ceremony was to take place.

On the 30th of Augnst we took an early break-
fast, and about eight o’clock a sere-dogee, or se-
cretary of the Lotoo, came to acquaing us that
boats were prepared to convey us across the lake.

_Our domestics had received arders to hold them-
selves in readiness, dressed im the livery of the
embassy, and the guard was paraded without arma.
The presents having been sent before, we walked
to the water side, attended by Baba-Sheen, the
Sere-dogee, and several inferior officers. At the
same time the two junior membars of the Chi-.
nese mission, the senior being now at the poing
of death, came forth from the gate of their enclo-

- sure, attended by a retinue comparatively very

small. We found three war-boats at the bank
ready to receive us. These boats were suffi-
ciently capacious for the number they were des-
tined to contain. The largest was of fifty oars,
but they were not above one-third msauned, pro-
bably witb a view to owr accommodation, ss the
vessels are so nwrow that persens nnaccustomed
to them caunot sit between the rowers without in-
convenience. It .did not, however, escape our
notice that they were quite plain, without ei-
ther gilding or psint. We were about tweuty
minutes in rowing to the oppesite side of the lake,
and found a crowd of people collected near the.

* An electrifying machine had been introduced soveral
years ago by a Frenthman, °
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water's edge to see us land. The place where we
landed appeared to be nearly a mile, in a direct
line below the fort, the southern walls of which
are washed by the lake when tbe waters are swol-
len. Three elephants and several horses were
waiting to convey us, and some Birman officers
of inferior consequence attended st the bank,
dreseed in their robes and caps of ceremony. The
furniture of the animals we were to ride was far
from being superb. - Men of rank in the Birman
empire always guide their own elephants, and sit
on the neck, in the same manner that the drivers
or mohsats de in India. Owing to this custom,
they are unprovided with those commodious seats
in which an Indian gentleman reposes at ease on
the back of this noble beast, whilst the govern-
ment of it is intrusted to another person. A large
wicker basket, somewhat resembling the body of
an open carrisge, but smaller, without any ele-
vated seat, and covered with carpets at the bot-
tom, was fastened on the back of the elephant by
means of iron chains that passed under his belly,
and were prevented from chafing him by tanned
oxhides. This equipage was neither comfortable

or elegant; but as I had not learned how to
manage an elephant, and ride between his ears,
there was no alternative. I was obliged either
to take what was previded, or submit to & less
dignified conveyance. The drivers, instead of
making the beast kneel down to receive his rider,
s is the custom in other countries; drove him up
to @ temporary stage that had been erected for the
purpose of mounting. Each of the Chinese depu-
ties was also honouzed with .an elephant. Mr

VOL. Il
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Wood and Dr Buchangn rode on handsome spirit-
ed horses, of the small Pegue breed, which had
been prepared for them, and were equipped with
much better furniture than was assigned to the
elephants. The Birman seddles, however, not
being well calculated for the ease of an European
rider, two of English manufacture, which we had
brought with us, were substituted in their stead
The moonshee, the pundit, and the painter, were
Lkewise permitted to ride on horseback. After
we had adjusted the ceremonial of mounting, the
procession was marshalled in the following order:
A Smdoh‘g,aa.n, or master of the ceremomee, -
on horseback :
An Oniroupseree, or register of stmngers,
on horseback :
A Letzounseree, or register of presents,
on horseback, .
dressed in their official robes and caps.
Soldiers that composed the escort.
The elephant of the representative -of the
Governor-general. -
Mr Wood and Dr Buchanan, on horseback.:
Baba-Sheen, as chief interpreter. -
The Chinese deputies on elephants, preceded by
their servants, bearing flags,
" A Woondock, or second counsellor of state.
Two Terrezogees, or officers who hold
judiciary stations. -

The servants of the embassy walked on each
side, two by two; and a nuimher of constables
attended, with long white rods, to keep off the
populace.

The procession being thus arranged, we com-
menced our march, keeping a moderate pace, so
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veral wide streets running in = straight direetion,
and often crossed by others at right angles. We
perceived only two brick houses, and these we
were informed belonged to foreigners. Contiguouns
to the fort was a small street, entirely occapied by
the shope of silversmiths, who exhibited their wares
in the open balcony, and displayed & great variety
of Birman utensils in plate. The distance from
the lmdmg—place to this street we computed to bo
two miles. Immediately after, we crossed the
ditch of the fort, which was wide, deep, and faced
with brick, but had little water init. The pas-
sage was over a causeway fermed on a mound of
earth, in which there was a chasm of about ten
feet to carry off the rain, and across this a strong
bridge of planks was laid. Between the bridge
* and the foot of the wall, there was a space, eighty
or 8 huadred feet wide, on which two redoubts
were raised to defend the passage of the diteh:
The rampart, faced by a wall of brick, was about
twenty feet high, exclusive of the parapet, which
had embrasures for cannon, and apersures for mus-
ketry. Small demi-bastions projected at regulsr -
distances beyond the wall, but they did not ap-
pear to contain sufiicient space to admit of heavy
ordnance. The body of the rampart was com-
posed of earth, sustained externally and within
by strong walls. The gate was massive, with a
wwket in it; and the fort altogether, considered as
an Eastern fomﬂutwn, was respectable, but in-
sufficient to resist the approaches of an enemy
skilled in war. The Birmans, however, believe
it to be impregnable. They put their trust in the
height and solidity of their wall, which they con-
ceive to be strong enough to resist all assanlts, in-
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ner of the Sandobgaan been what I considered
extremely disrespectful. Thus we proceeded, until
we came to the rhoom, which was. a loRy hall,
raised four or five feet from the gromd, and open
on all sides; it was situsted abowt s hundred
yards from the gate of the palsce court, om the
left band, and in the centre of a spacious sres.
Putting off our shoes, we entered the saloon, and
sat down on earpets that were spresd for w, with
our faces towards the palece gate. Here the pre-
sents were deposited, whilst the Chinese deputies
took their places on the other side.

It was now sbout ten o'clock, and the woondock
intimated that we must wait until all the pri
of the royal family arrived, before it would be
proper for us to enter. We had sst but a ehort
time, when the prince of Pegabm, the junier of
the king’s sons in point of rank, though not im
years, being born of a different mother, made his
appesrance. He was mounted on the neck of &
" very fine elephant, which he gunided himself, sit-
ting on a scarlet cloth embroidered with gold,
whilst a servant behind, on the back of the animal,
screened him from the sun with a gilded parasol.
About fifty musketeers led the way. These were
followed by a number of halberdiers, carrying spears
with gilded shafts, and-decorated with gold-tassels,
Six or eight officers of his household (eech of the
king’s sons have » separate establishment) came
next, dressed in velvet robes with embroidered.
caps, and chains of gold depending from: the left
shoulder to the right side: these immediately pre-
ceded the prince’s elephant. Another body of
spearmen, with his palanquim of state, closed the
procession. On entering the gate, he gave to one
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twebty military officers of rank, with gilded hel-
mets ; next, the civil officers of his household and
hia council, wearing the tzaloe, or chain of nobi-
lity, :and axrrayed in their robes and caps of state,
varied according to their respective ranks. The
prince, borne bn men’s shouiders, in 8 very rich
palmnquiin, bat without any canopy, followed. He
wasseréened from the sun by a. large gilded fan,
supported by a nobleman ; and on each side of his

walked six Cahsay astrologers, of the.
Brsininical sect, dressed in white gowns and white:
cdps studded with stars of gold. Close behind; his-
servants carfied his water-flaggon, and a gold.
beetle<bax; - of a size which appeared to be no in-.
considerable load for 8 man. Several elepbants.
and led korsas with rich housings came after. Some-
inferior officers, and & body of spearmen, with-
three companies of musketeers, one clothed in-
blue, another in green, and & third in red, cou-.
aluded the procession.

- In:every part of this ostentatious parade, per-
fect regularity was maintained, which considerably
increased the effect. All things seemed to have
been carefully predisposed, and properly arranged.
If it was less splendid than imperial Delhi, in
the days of Mogul magnificence, it was far more
decorous than any court.of Hindostan at the pre-.
sent day. The rabble was not tumultuous, the
attendants and soldiery were silent, and every man .
seemed to know his own place. No noisy heralds, -
a3 is the custom in Indis, ran before, vociferating
titles, and overturnirig people in their way. The -
display of this day was solemn and dignified ; and
I.doubt much whether, in any other capltal such
multitudes conld be brought together with so little
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our attendants were stopped, and not permitted
to follow us; and we were desired to put off our
shoes, with which we immediately complied.

The area we now entered was spacious, and
contained the Lotoo, or grand hall of consultation
and of audience, where the Woongees meet in
council, and where affairs of state are discussed
and determined. 'Within this enclosure there is an
inner court, separated by a brick wall, which com-
prehends the palace, and all the buildings annexed
to the royal residence. Within the gate a troop
of tumblers were performing their feats, while
dancing girls were exhibiting their graces in the
open air, and on the bare ground, to the sound of
no very harmonious music. We were next usher-
ed up a flight of stairs, into a very noble saloon;
or open hall, called the Lotoo, where .the court
was assembled in all the pomp that Birman gran-
deur could display. On entering this hall, a
stranger cannot fail to be surprised at the magnifi-
cence of its appearance. It is supported by seven~
ty-seven pillars, disposed in eleven rows, each
consisting of seven. The space between the pil-
lars I judged to be about twelve feet, except the
central row, which was probably two feet wider.
The roof of the building is composed of distinet
stages, the highest in the centre. The row of
pillars that supported the middle, or most lofty
roof, we judged to be thirty-five or forty feet in
lieight ; the others gradually diminish as they ap-
* proach the extremities of the building, and those
which sustain the balcony are not more than twelve
or fourteen feet. At the farther part of the hall
there is a high gilded lattice, extending quite across
the building, and in the centre of the lattice is a
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dental er unpremeditated on the part of those who
lated the ceremoniala.

After we had taken possession of mats that had
been spread for us, it was civilly intimated that we
ought not to protrude the soles of our feet towards
the seat of msjesty, but should endeavour to sit
in the posture that was observed by those areund
us. With this desire we would readily have com-
plied, if it had been in our power, but we bad
not yet learned to sit upon our own legs. The
flexibility of muscles which the Birmaas, and in-
deed all the natives of India, possess, is such as
cannot be acquired by Europeans. A Birmgn,
when he site, neldom touches the seat with his
posteriors, but is supported by his heels. It is
scarcely practicable for an European, dressed in
close garments, to place himself in such an atti-
tude; and if he were able, it would be out of his
power to continue long in it. We inverted our
legs as much as possible, and the awkwardness
with which we did this excited a smile from some ;
not a word, howevery; was uttered, and our endea-
vours, I thonght, seemed to give satisfaction. In
a few minutes eight Bramins, dressed in white sa-
cerdotal gowns, and silk caps 6f the same colour,
studded with gold, assembled round the foot of
the throne, within the balustrade, and recited a
long prayer in not unpleasing recitative. This cere-
mony- lasted a quarter of an hour.. When they
. had withdrawn, the letter from the Governor-gene-

ral, which I delivered to 8 Woondock, was placed
on & silver tray in front of the railing, and a San-
dobgsan, or reader, advanced into the vacant space,
and made three prostrations, touching the ground
each timeo with bis forchead. He then read, or ra-
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in such a country, they dare not avow their equa<
lizing principles, they left. no art unpractised,
through the means of their emissaries, 1p insinuate
doubts, excite fears, and create distrust of the
English.
These were all the questions that were pro-
ﬁoeed; neither the Chinese nor any other person
interrogated. In a few minutes after my
last reply h (E been conveyed, a very handsome
dessert was brought in, and set before ws. It com-
sisted of a variety of sweetmeats, a8 well China
as Birman : lepack, or pickled tea-leaf, and beetla,
formed part of the entertsinment, which was served
up in silver, ching, and glass-ware. There ap-
peared to be not less than a hundred differens small
dishes. We tasted of a few, and found some of
them very palaiable; but none of the conrstiers
partook, or moved frgm their places, About half
8n hour had elapsed, when we were informed by
the Sandohgsan that there was no occasion for us
. $o remain any longer. The non-appearance of his
majesty was @ cousiderahle dissppointment, s I
bad been taught to expect that be would have re-
ceived the Governor-general’s letter in person. It
was not, however, until some time afterwards, thas
I was made acquaintad with the trye reason of his
pbsence.
When we rose to leave the Lotoo, the Sandoh.
gean desired us to make three obeisances to. the
throne, by a slight inclination of the body and
raising the right hand to the bead. 'We were then
reconducted to the saloon, where we were ins.
formed it was necessary we should remain wuntil
the princes came forth from the palace, and had
- got upon their elephants, as their etiqueste did not:
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alow any person, on sach occasions, fo mount he<
fore the members of the royal family; we ac-
cordingly took our places in this hall as before.
Shortly afterwards the court broke up with as much
form and parade as it had assembled.

The ceremony of departure differed from that
of entrance. The Engy Teekien came out first,
who went in last ; next followed the other mem-
bers of the royal family in retation, and after them
¢amp the Chobwass, or petty tributary princes.
These are personages who, before the Birmans had
extended their conquests over the vast territory
they now possess, had held small independent
soversignties, which they were able to maintain so
long &s the balance of power continmed doubtful
between the Birmans, Peguers, and Siamese ; but
the decided snccess that has attended the Birman
arms, sincé the accession of the presemt family,
having -deptived them of their independence, their
countries ate now reduced to subordinate provinces
of the Birmhan empire, As many of their go-
. vernors 4s confidence could be placed in, and who
were Willing to take the oath of allegiance to their
condfuerors, were continted in the management of
their former possessions, and are obliged to make
an annus] visit to the .capital, to pay homage in
person at the golden feet. The moderation, as
well as the policy of this measure, is said to have
fully answered the ends that were proposed.

As soon as the royal family had departed, we
returned to the place where we bad left our ele-
phents, and proteeded home ; with this difference,
that the Chinese deputies, who had followed us to
the palace, pretsded us in our return—a circum-
stance which, in addition to seversl others, gave
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me caumse to sattribute want of ingenuousness to
those who bad the management of the ceremonials.
My claim of precedence had been unconditionglly
stipulated and admitted—a precedence, which the
certainty that the Chinese deputies constituted only
a provincial mission of very inferior consideration,
gave me an undoubted title to demand.

With a people less attentive to punctilio, or less
regardful of the privileges and external indications
of rank, I should certainly not have considered it
Decessary to controvert matters of no intrinsic mo-
ment in themselves, but which, when intended to
produce an effect on the minds of those who can
only judge from appearances, become, to & person
in a public capacity, of real importance. Every
occurrence of this day, and every object that pre-
sented itself, evinced the previous care that had
been bestowed on the minutest points of etiquette.
The utmost splendour of the court had been dis-
pleyed on the occasion; and I was credibly in-.
formed, that the non-appearance -of bis majesty.
was neither customary when s foreign minister
from 8 sovereign state was to be intreduced, nor
owing to any accidental prevention; but that it
was a matter predetermined, in order to afford s
pretext for spreading abroad that the representa-
tive of the English nation had delivered his des-
patches, and rendered tribute (for so they deno-
minated the presents) without being honoured by
an interview of their king. These apparent indi-
cations of arrogance, which were not diminished-
by the unworthy artifice of making me believe that
his majesty was to have received in person the
letter from the Governor-general, as coming from
a sovereign and an equal power, gave me reason-
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able grounds to be dissatisfied with the manner in
which the ceremonials had been conducted, and
made me suspect the real light in which it was the
wish of the court that I should be considered. As
nothing degrading to my public character, how-
ever, had yet been avowed, I refrained from any
formal declaration of nry sentiments till subsequent
eircamstances confirmed my conjectures, and ren-
dered an explamation unavoidable.

We did not arrive at our dwelling in the grove,
till past three o’clock. In our way home, the
spectators were few, in comparisen with the num-
bers collected to gaze at us when we went. The
day had been oppressively hot; we were never-
theless highly gra*i6~d ke ¢hn snana e had be-

held, which was 1, and in
every respect suiti n imperial
court. The even' cool; and

refreshing breezes recompensed us for the sultri-
ness of the day, the transactions of which suppli-
ed an interesting topic of conversation until the
hour of reposs.

X2
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THE next morning, August 31st, the Shawbunder
of Rangoon, and Baba-Sheen, waited on us with
information, that, as our formal introduction was
now past, I might command elephants and horses
to go wheresoever I pleased ; and that they had
received an order to attend, and to show me what-
ever was most worthy the notice of a stranger.
They intimated also, that the Engy Teekien, or
heir-apparent, was to hold a court on the follow-
ing day, for the purpose of our introduction, and
that our sttendance would be expected about the
hour of noon. These instructions they had re-
ceived from the Maywoon of Pegue; to whom I
wrote in reply, that as the stipulated formalities,
which had been agreed to by all parties, had been
infringed on the preceding day, it became neces-
sary, before I could accept of the prince’s invita-
tion, to receive a positive assurance that they
would be better observed on -this occasion. I
likewise represented the conduct of the Sandeh-
gaan as obviously disrespectful, and hoped that he
would not be allowed to officiate again on our in-
troduction ; but, above all, I desired to be expli-
citly informed, whether or not the Engy Teekien
purposed to appear in person, without which I
could not possibly think of attending his court.

To this letter I received a civil reply, in the
Persian language, sssuring me that dome part of
what to me seemed objectionable, originated in
mistake ; that the Sandobgaan should be confined
for his improper conduct; and that the prince in-
tended to receive me in person. These assurances,
coming from such a quarter, were perfectly satie-
fabtory. - - ' =

Since my arrival, I had been apprised of a cir-
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cumstance, of which I was before unaware, that
it was customary for a person in a public capacity
to present semething of the manufacture of his
country, or some rarity, to each member of the
royal family to whom bhe is introduced. It was
likewise usual, though not indispensably neces.
8ary, to pay the same compliment to the chief mi-
nisters and the principal officers of the court. This
present, being no more than a piece or two of
mauslin, or silk, was too trifling to be regarded by
the individuals for its value. It was, nevertheless,
expected, and the omission would be considered
a8 unhandsome. In addition, therefore, to the
things that I had brought with me, I gave direcs
tions to purchase such articles, of European and
Indian manufacture, as were most esteemed, and °
could be procured. These I allotted agreeably to
the instructions of Baba-Sheen and the Shawbun-
der, who were 8o good 8s to acquaint me with the
- established forms, and the proportion to be pre-
sented to each person. -

At nine o'clock on the first of September, we
crossed the river, nearly with the same attendance
88 on the former day. In consequence of an ap-
plication I had made to the Maywoon of Pegue,
elephants were now provided for Mr Wood and
Dr Buchanan. This was a circumstance which
neither the gentlemen themselves nor I should
have deemed of sufficient importance to deserve
any attention, had not the junior members of the
Chinese embassy been supplied with them ; but es
these people paid such strict attention to the mi-
nutest article expressive of relative rank, I did -
not think it right that the gentlemen with me
should be considered in a degree inferior to he
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mbordinate members of a provincial delegation, of
which an acquiescence, in a less diguified mode of
conveyance than the Chinese were allowed, would,
on my part, have been a tacit admission.
* We proceeded through the city by the route we
pursued before, with the presents carried in front,
and observing the same order of procession. Many
of the houses were decorated with flower-pots and
garlands, but the spectators were by no means s
mumerous as when we made our first entrance.
We dismounted at the top of a street, within a
few hundred yards of the surrounding wall of the
prince’s palace, where stages had been erected for
our convenience. From thence we were conduct-
ed to the Rhoom, which was situated a little to
the right hand of the principal gate. There was
another building of a similar kind opposite to us,
which we were informed was used only for trials,
and the transaction of public business; but the
one that we occupied was sppropriated to cere-
mony and state. In the formalities of this day, a
much more respectful demeanour was preserved
towards us, than on the former occasion, and we
sat in the Rhoom with better company. Two
‘Woondocks, the master of the elephants, and some
other officers bearing emblems of rank, attended
us ; another Sandobgean also officiated in the ce-
remonials, and behaved very differently from the
rson whose manners had been so offensive, and
whom I did not observe at court on this day.
This eonduct fully compensated for the former in-
civility, though perhaps the Sandohgaan did not
receive any severe reprehension for what he had

done.
- The king of the Birmans, who seems to have &
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tal foridness for all his children, is said to be
particularly attached to the Engy Teekien, or
eldest prince ; and, with a liberal policy, has grant-

. ed him a share in the government almost equal to

what hé himself exerciees. The establishment of
the heir-apparent is becoming his high station and
future expectations ; and his Woon, or chief mi-
nister, stands among the foremost of the Birman
nobles in reputation for wisdom and integrity.
There was little in the etiquette of this day difs
ferent from that of the visit to his Majesty. We
waited in the Rhoom until all the younger princes
had arrived, which they did, as before, in rotation,
beginning with the junior. The members of the
toyal family went within the gate, before they
alighted from their elephants and palanquine; bus
the ministers and the nobility dismounted on the
outside, and proceeded on foot. After each per«
son had entered, the gate was immediately closed,
and opened as soon as another visitant presented
himself. When we advanced to the gate, we ex~
pected it would hdve been instantly thrown open

- to admit us. A delay, however, oceurred, which

’

st first I was inclined to attfibute to some acci-
dental circumstance ; but after I had waited some
minutes under a burning sun, finding that thers
was an unnecessary and apparently a stadied pro-
traction, I turned rourid and walked towards the

.Rhoom. On this the door was immediately opens

ed, and the interior court, on the right hand of the

gate, as we entered, displayed several men danc-

ing in masquerade ; and on the loft was a band of
musicians, and a set of dancing girls without masks.

- A little farther on, were two handsome houses;

one of masonry, with doors and windows closely
i -
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hands like the rest of the company. The prince
seermed te be about twenty-eight. or thirty years of
age, of an open countenance, and .rather inclined
to corpulency; but of his person we could not
judge, 8s his head and shoulders only were visi-
ble. His habit, a8 much as could be seen of it,
shone with gold, and he wore on his head a py-
ramidical cap, that glistened exceedingly; but of
its real richness we could not form any estimate,
being at too great a distance. A list of the pre-
sents were then recited in a loud voice by a reader
kneeling in front of the eofa; after which, total
silence prevailed throughout the assembly. Not
& word was spoken by the prince. He noticed
no one, but sat erect and motionless, without ap-
pearing to look either to the right or the left.
About a quarter of an hour elapsed in this dumb
interview, when on a sudden, by some agency in-
visible to ns, the window-shutters were closed, and
we saw him no more. :

A very handsome dessert was then served up,
on dishes spread on gilded trays. We tasted of
several things, and, when the repast was ended,
returned to the Rhoom, in which we remained un-
til the royal family passed by. As much form was
observed this day, as when the court assembled at
the Lotoo ; and the demonstrations of-respect ma-
nifested towards the Engy Teekien, as well by his
brothers as by inferior subjects, fell little short of
what is offered to the sovereign himself—a circum-
stance that strikingly evinces the wisdom and po-
licy of the government. The Chobwas, or petty .
princes, who followed the royal family, were on
this day very numerous. We were told, that there
were altogether fifty-six Chobwas dependent on
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the Birman state. If this be true, theirtefritories
must be very inconsiderable.  On the present occa-
sion the governor of Bamoo walked amongst them
in procession, from which we concluded that he
was a temporary regent ; a .station to which the
king occasionally appoints Birman officers, when
the hereditary prince of the country happens to
be a minor, or incapable of the administration of
public affairs.

The mother of the principal queen, named Mee-
daw Praw, has already been mentioned as a prin-
cess of high dignity, venerable for her years, and
illustrious from the affinity that she bears to the
royal family. Her sister had been the wife of the
famous Alompra, the deliverer of his country ; and,
her daughter being espoused to the reigning mo-
narch, she stands in the double relation of aunt
and mother-in-law to the king. I bad been ap-
prised, that a visit to this lady would be an accept-
able. mark of respect to his majesty; and as the
rank she bore gave her precedence over all the sons
of the king, except the heir-apparent, it was pro-
per that I should wait upon her before I paid my
respects to the junior princes. I gladly embraced
the opportanity which this offer gave me, to attend

drawing-room of an Asiatic princess, and pro-
mised myself much gratification from a sight so
uncommon among the jealous nations of the East,
When the ceremony at the palace of the Engy
Teekien had ended, it was not more than two
o’clock, and there was yet sufficient time to wait
upon the Meedaw Praw, who, we were informed,
had made preparations to receive us. Mounting
our elephants, we went in form to attend her, and

voL. I L.

.
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found ber possessed of a very handsome msnsion
in the neighbourhood of the imperial palace. It
was'situated in the centre of a court, surrounded
by a palisade, at the gate of which there was p
stage erected for our convenience in alighting. We
entered the enclosure without any of the parade
observed in our former visits. At the bottom of
the stairs we put off our shoes, aad ascended into
8 handsome hsll, supported by several lofty pillars..
At the farther end a portion of the floor was ele-
vated six or eight inches, and separated by a neat
balustrade from the rest of the room. Within thig
space, under a white canopy, was placed a large
cushion of blue velvet fringed with gold, on & car-
pet covered with muslin. There was a numerous
assemblage of both sexes, but particularly women,
sitting round the balustrade. As soon as we en~
tered, a space was immediately vacated for us so
occupy, in front of the door and opposite to the
cushion. After we bad been seated a few minutes,
the old lady came forth from an inner.

and walked slowly towards the elevated seat, sup-
ported by two female servants, whilet another held
up her train. Her long white hair hung locse upon
her shoulders, but she wore neither covering nor
ernament upon her head. Her dress, which was
extremely fie, without heing gaudy, became hex
advanced years and high dignity. It consisted of a
long robe of white muslin, and over her shoulders .
was thrown a sash of gauze, embroidered with

sprigs of gold. She advanced to where the cushion

was placed, and took her seat on the carpet, sup-
porting her head on her arm that rested on the

pillow, whilst the two female attendants, neatly

dressed, kneeling, one on each side, fanned. her with
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Tespectively preside. These brothers are not all
by the same mother. The Prince of Prome alone
being full brother to the Engy Teekien, or heir- -
apparent. In the -course of -our visits we had a
better opportunity than before of viewing the
streets and buildings, the former of which were.
invariably laid out in straight lines, crossing each
other at right angles. The houses in - general dif-
fered little from those of Rangoon. They were
all covered with tiles, and on the ridge of the roofs
‘waa a long range of earthen pots, filled with water,
in readiness.to be broken in case of fire. The few
‘houses, of brick and mortar which we saw were
said to belong to the members of the royal family.
Rows of trees were planted in several streets, five
.or six feet in front of the houses, forming a shady
‘walk for foot passengers. As the younger princes
-do not assume the state of royalty, our reception
-was much more gay and less ceremonious at their
-palaces, than at that of the Engy Teekien. 'At the
-palace of the Prinee of Prome, or, as he is termed,
:the Pee Teekien, the preparations made for our
-entertainment were extremely splendid. When the
gute of the enclosure was thrown open to admit ua,
‘we were surprised with a view of a lane of ele-
phants or one side, and of horsés on the other :
there were fifteen of the former, some of  which
-surpassed in size and beauty any I had ever seen.
The horses were more numerous, and several of
-them. very richly caparisoned. Passing through
these, we came to an open space, where rope-
dancers and tumblers were performing in the open
air, 'We stopped to look at them, but observed
‘nothing remarkable in their feats : they were much
inferior in egility to the tnmblers of Southern In-
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dia. One mun, however, sarprised ‘us 8 Food denl;
‘by applying the peint of a spear to his shoulder, and
vesting the other end ageinst a pillar, thus pushing
‘on _it, spparently with great force, until he bent
"and broke a thick shaft. This he effected withont
‘piercing his own skin, which, thengh the spear was
mot very sharp, must have been wonderfully firm
2o have resisted smch evident violenice. ,

- While we were viewing the sports, a message
‘was brought from the prince, to acquaint us that
4hese people had been procured for our amusemrent,
and that, after we had satisfied our curiosity, he

would be glad to ece ws. We immedistely pro- .

ceeded to the hall of reception, which was a hand-
wome wooden building, but net so large as that of
he elder brother. At the upper end there was
esfa, curiously gilded, and decorated with pieces
of mirror, disposed in such a manner as to produce
= pleasing effect. None of the roysl family were
Ppresent, and we did not observe any of the Woon-
goos or Attawoons. A few minntes sfter we had
tuken our sests, the prince entered, splendidly
dresssd. He proceeded to his sofa with much so-
lamuity, and spoke only a few words. We were,
#s wsual, sntertained with a handseme dessert, of
which the prince himself solicited us t6 eat. As
soon 88 he withdrew, our attention was called‘to
& select company of figure-dancers, who hed com-
menced their performance in the virando, or bal-
cony of the hall. This band of females did not as
all diseredit the festival of a prince. Three of the
namber were beautifal, snd moved with gracefal
ense, in perfect barmony to the music, Their outer
dress was-aflowingvobe made of transparent gauze
. . 1, 2 -

-~
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delicately embroidered with flowers of gold and
silver, and & profusion of gold chains encircled their
necks and arms. We remained a quarter of an
hour beholding this elegant spectacle, and. then
returned to the place where our’ elephants were
waiting. The Prince of Prome is in person rather
above the middle size. His age does not exceed
twenty-seven or twenty-eight years; and, like his
elder brother, his appearance promises future cor-
pulency. His countenance is naturally cheerful
and pleasing, which we were told was the true in-
dex of his mind. He bears an excellent charaeter,
and is said to be much esteemed in the provinoce
over which he immediately presides. '
* Our next visit was to the Prince of Tongho, by
whom we were received with every mark of at-
tention. His dwelling was much inferior to those
of his elder brothers, and the attendance was com-
paratively small. There were, however, a number
of state elephants paraded in the court-yard, and
we passed through a line of musketeers, drawn
up in single files on each side. This military array
had a very singular appearance. Hardly any two
were dressed alike, and some of them were with-
out any other clothing, than a fillet that encircled
their head, and a cloth rolled round their waist;
Through respect, they were all seated on their
heels, some with their firelocks shouldered; and
others with the butts resting on the ground. Here
slso we found tumblers, musicians, and dancers;
and there were two carriages in waitisg, hand-
somely gilded, with a pair of horses hamessed to
each. These vehicles were of a light construction,
on four wheels, open at the sides, and covered
with & convex eanopy. :The prince st on 8 gild-
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sien and ships being sométimes obliged ito talee
‘shelter in the Negrais river, during the adverde
:monsoon, his people have frequent opportunities of
-affording aid to the distressed. After sitting semie
-msinutes, and finding he was not mclined to begin
a discourse, I broke through the general .silenoe,
~by addreesing him in & complimentary manner, 'ex-
pressing acknowledgment of the kindness which
-had been extended by the officers of his govern-
-ment to British merchants and matiners, as well
8s my reliance on his futore influence in theirfa-
-vour. I spoke in the language of ‘Hindostan, and
ieach sentence was translated by Baba-Sheen. The
_prince was embarrassed. He twice attempted'o
reply, but had net the power. Two of his conr-
‘tiers erept towards him, and, in 2 prostrate attitnde
‘near the foot of his seat, suggested what they oon-
reeived he ought to say. Their aid, however, was
‘ineffectunl. His hi could not utter a:cor-
nected sentence. At length his Woon, or -chidf
-inister, relieved him, by making an apposite reply
4n his'name. Our entertainment was nearly -
‘same a8 at the houses of the other princes. Fromm
hence we went to the palace of the junior princs,
-entitied Pegahm Teekien ; a 'title derived from'thb
ancient city of that name, ‘which is the seat of his
government. He seemed livelier than his brether
whom we had just left, and his Woom was'a very
venerable personage. On this occasion, the repuss
differed in one particular from any we'had yet re-
eeived. A rosst fow] was introduced,'no doubt in
-epmpliment to us ; and as their religion does nos
forbid them to eat meat, but only prohibits the
elaughter of saimals for the purposes of food, there
was no erime in the act of serving it up to us, or
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ing of it themselves. The only question was,
w the bird came to be deprived of life? to
-which, no doubt, an exculpatory answer could have
‘been given. This, however, was a matter which
-it did not become us to discuss; it was certainly a
handsome and liberal testimony of their desire to
-provide what they thought would be agreeable to
.their guests. »
In addition to the band of dancing girls that
-performed here for our amusement, there were two
-comedians, who recited passages, and exhibited
.various distortions of countenance; but they were
-far inferior to the inimitable performer we had
-seen at Pegue. -
- Having finished our introductory visits to the
different members of the royal family, we had now
‘Jeisure to gratify curiosity, by viewing whatever
the capital contained, that was most deserving the
-notice of strangers. The day not being far ad-
‘vanced, we walked from the palace of the prince
-of Pegahm, to see the Piedigaut Tick, or roysl
library. It is situated at the north-west angle of
-the fort, in the centre of a court paved with broad
.flags, and close to a very handsome Kioum, or
-monsstery. Before we entered the library we as-
:cended the Kioum, and found the inside correspend
-with the external appesrance. The building was
:spacious and richly gilded. The pillars, the ceil-
-ing -and ‘the pannels, were entirely covered with
:gold leaf ; and the image of Gaudma shone with
.brilliant lustre. A balustrade ‘of wood, minute-
‘Jy and besutifully carved, protected the image
.from intreders. On the -pannels of the walls
-wrere represented figures of inferior agents of the
-divinity, and of prestrste Rbahsaus in the act of
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devotion. These were all shaped in frev-work in
the wood, and were of no contemptible workman-
#hip. A well wrougtht foliage of the same border-
vd ‘the pannels. The imege of Gaudma; in this
Kjioum, was large, and msade of marble. It whs
seated on a broad pedestal, entirely gilded, in front
of which, within the balustrade, stood a handsorme
girandole of cut-glass, of European manufacture:
Near the image, was a gilded cowch, which we
were informed, was the customary bed of the prin-
cipal Rhabaan, or head of all the Birman priest-
hood, when he chose to pass the night in the fort,
which rarely happened. It wus splendidly gilt;

the bottom, however, was only a bare board. Pi-
lows 'were not wanting, for there were two} bus
they were made of wood. A mat spread on the
floor is the highest luxary of repose in which the
Rhahaans indulge.

From the Kionm we proceeded to visit the ad-
jacent library. It is a large brick building, raiwed
on a terrace, and covered by & roof of very coin-
pound stracture. It consists of one square room,
with an enclosed virando, or gallery, surrounditsg
ift.  This room was locked; and as we had nes
brought a special order for seeing it, the persont
who had the care of the library said thet he was
not at liberty to open the doors, but assured us
that there was nothing in the inside different from
what we might see in the virando, where a num-
‘ber of large chests, curiously ornamented with
-gﬂdmg and japan, were ranged in regular order,
‘against the wall. I'coanted fifty, but there were
‘nany wore, probably mot less then - ‘landred.
“The books were regularly classed, and the contermts
‘of each chest were written n gold letters 'on
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Among others, he had procured male goats from
almost every country of the East. A flock of
these, consisting of more than thirty, were sent
to feed on the borders of the lake, near our dwell-
ing. We happened to have three or four she-goats,
that had been brought from Bengal for the sake of
their milk. Allured by the bleat of the females,
the whole flock of males one night broke through
the paling, and made a forcible irruption into our
court. The suddenness of the attack, at sach an
hour; surprised us not a little. I got up, and or-
dered the Birman guards that were posted at the
gates to drive them away, which they attempted
to do by shouting at them, but without any effect,
as the animals, some of which were very large, had
now become furious, and after fighting with each
other, began to rush through our houses. I then
desired the Birmans to make use of sticks, but
this they positively refused, saying that the goats
were “ praws,” or lords, meaning that they were
ennobled by belonging to the prince, and that no
person dared, on any aecount, offer injury to them.
Having no other alternative, we armed our ser-
vants-and the soldiers with large bamboos, who
subdued these troublesome invaders, though not
without much difficulty, and some risk, whilst. the

Birmans lifted up their hands and eyes in astonish-,

ment at our temerity : the praws, however, were
severely beaten. Having' at length got rid of
them, I returned to rest, and heard no more. of
the matter.

The intense heat of the three days spent in the
formalities of visiting the princes, made me post-
pone any further ceremonials until the 6th of the
month (September), which day was appointed to

N
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pay our respects to Seredaw Poundagee Praw, or
the arch priest of the Birman empire. In the inter-
mediate time, a difference of opinion arose in re-
gard to the etiquette of compliments, in which I
did not think myself at liberty to depart from what
I considered an attention due to my public cha-
racter. :
- The grand ruling council of the Birman nation
bas already been described as consisting of four
chief members entitled Woongees, and four ju-
nior members, called Woondocks, between whom
there is a wide disparity of rank. The place of
third Woongee was vacant, and the junior bears
very small comparative importance with the two
seniors, - who, in fact, govern the empire. These
personages, whose power is so great, possess &
corresponding degree of pride. The governors of
provinces are, in their esteem, men of little conse-
quence, and are often treated by these ministers
with excessive arrogance, which is not solely con-
fined to those whose situation and expectations
place them in a state of dependence, but is indis-
crimrinately extended to all; nor could I hope to
be exempted from receiving a share in common
with others. I was informed, that after paying
my respects to the royal family and the Seredaw,
it 'was expected that I should wait on the two se-
nior Woongees, and offer them in person the cus-
tomary presents. I observed, in answer, that I had
no objection to paying these ministers a mark of
attention by the trifling present which usage had
established ; hut to wait on them at their houses,
unless I received an assurance that my visit would
be returned, was a ceremony I begged leave to
VOL. 11, M o
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dectine. This intimation, I imagine, qras rather
2 disappointment to them, as much pains were
taken to induce me to alter my resolution. I how-
ever refused to concede, but I offered to meet them
st the house of the Maywoon of Pegue; a pro-
posal from which they dissented, remarking, that
to visit me would be more eligible than to go to
the Maywoon’s house. I replied, that our forma-
lities were not less strict than theirs, and that I
could no more relinguish my claim to the respect
due to my public station, than they could descend
from their elevation ; and I saw no remedy unlees
they themselves chose to apply that which was in
their own power, and which they must be sensible
Y had a right to require. Finding that 1 was not
inclined to yield, they requested, if I could not
visit them in person, that I would allow the other
gentlemen to pay them the compliment; 8 desire
to which I readily acceded, ss well from a wish
to open a channel of communication, as to mani-
fest on my part a conciliatory dieposition. Mr
‘Wood and Dr Buchanan obligingly made no ob-
jection. I therefore answered that the gentlemen
‘'would wait on them, and expressed my regret thas
1 was deprived of the same pleasure.

During this interval of rest, the governor of
Bamoo frequently favoured me with a visit, his
business bringing him almost daily to the residence
of the Chinese. By his desire, I sent them com-
pliments of condolence, with 8 piece of coarse
white muslin, which, it seems, is the etiquette on
such occasions. On one of these days the Bamoo
governor brought with him the chart of his jour-
ney to Pekin, as he had formerly promised ; it
was delineated in a curious manner on a sort- of
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eent to him having been sent forward te his cus-
‘tomary abode, we were obliged to wait in an ad-
joining house until they could be brought back.
Being prepared, we were conducted into a spacious
court sarrounded by a high brick wall, in the cen-
“tre of which stood the kioum, an edifice not lees
extraordinary from the style of its architecture,
“ than magnificent from its ornaments, and from the
* gold that wae profusely bestowed on every part.
It was composed entirely of wood, and the roofs,
- rising one above another in five distinct stories,
- diminished in size as they advanced in height, each
- roof being surrounded by a cornice curiously carv-
- ed and richly gilded. The body of the building,
- elevated twelve feet from the ground, was support-
ed on large timbers driven into the earth after the
" manner of piles, of which there were probably
" 150 to sustain the immense weight of the super-
structure. On ascending the etairs, 'we were not
less pleased than surprised at the splendid appear-
ance which the inside displayed. A gilded balu-
- strade, fantastically carved into various shapes and
“figures, encompassed the outside of the platform.
* Within this there was a wide gallery that compre-
hended the entire circuit of the building, in which
many devotees were stretched prostrate. on the
floor. An inner railing opened into &' noble hall,
" supported by colonnades of lofty pillars ; the cen-
" tre row was at least fifty feet high, end gilded
* from the summit to within four feet of the base,
which was lackered red. In the middle of the
" hall there was a gilded partition of open’ latticed
work, fifteen or twenty feet high, which divided
it into two parts, from north to south. The space
between the pillars varied from twelve to sixteen
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told this, be observed, that we were sa extraoe-
dinary people to wander so fur from home. I no-
ticed the magnificence of the kioum : be replied,
-that such sublunary matters did not attract his at-
tention ; he was on earth but s & hermit. I de-
sired his prayers ; be said they were daily offered
up for the bappiness of all mankind, but that he
would recommend us to the perticular protection
.of Gaudma. He made some observations on our
.appearance, which I did not understand, and he even
smiled ; & relaxation very wnusoal in a .Rhehaan.
We retired without ceremony, and, mounting our
elephants, proceeded along 2 wide road leading to
the northward, which soon bronght us to an ex-
tensive plain, that seemed to stretch in an uninter- -
rupted level to the foot of a range of mountains
-ten or twelve miles distant. The soil was a poor
clay, and the pasturage indifferent. We saw at a
distance some fields of grain, and understood that
capacions reservoirs had beem constructed with
great labour and expense, by order of the king,
-in the vicinity of the mountains, which emabled
-the inhabitants of the low countries to water the
. grounds, and render the earth productive in a sea-
son of drought. Several kioums and villages were
scattered over the plain; but when we had ad-
vanced about twe miles, religious edifices increas-
ed, beyond our power to calculate the number.
The first that we entered was called Knebang
-Kioum, or the Kioum of Immortality, from the
-centre of which rose a royal pissath, to the height
of a hundred and fifty feet; the roofs were of the
customary complicated structure, one -above an-
other. This was the place where the embalmed
bodies of deceased Seredaws are laid in state. The
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building rested on a terrace of brick, gand was not
elevated on pillars, as kioums and dwelling-houses
usually are. The hall was very handsome, about
seventy feet square, . surrounded hy a wide gallery.
The roof was sustained by thirty-six gilded pillars,
the central forty feet in height. Mats were spread

-in different parts for the repose of the Rhahaans,

and on each was placed a hard pillow. There
was also a tray containing books on the duties of
Rhabaans, on religion, and the forms of religious

- worship.

Having rested here for a short time, we next

.vmted the kioum, which was the ordinary resid-
.ence of the Seredaw. This building far exceeded,

in size and splendour, any that we had before seen,
and is perhaps the most magnificent . of its kind in
the universe. It is constructed entirely of wood,
and resembles, in the style of its structure and or-
paments, that in which we had an interview with

. the Seredaw, but was mych more spacious and

-lofty. The numerous rows of pillars, some of
.them sixty feet high, all of which were covered

H

with burnished gilding, bad a wonderfully splen-
did effect. It would be difficult to convey, either

.in language or by pencil, an adequate descriptian

of this extrserdinary  edifice. The profuse ex-

-penditure of gilding on parts exposed to the wea-~
. ther, as well as in the inside, cannot fail to impregs
.& stranger with astonishment at the richness of the

-decoration, although he may not approve of the
taste with which it is disposed. I could not have

-formed in. my. imagination a display more striking-

ly magnificent. This kioum was also divided by
s partition, which separated it in the middle from
mon.l:! to south. There was a small room on one
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side, made of gilded hoards, which we were told
‘was the bedchamber of the Seredaw. Mats were
read on the outside for the attendant Rhahaans.
"!lEbe figure of Gaudms was made of copper, and
an European girandole of cut-glass stood before
‘his throne. v
Leaving this building, we passed through many
“courts crowded with smaller temples and kioums.
‘Several gigantic images of Rakuss, the Hindoo
demon, half beast half human, made of brass, were
showed to us, as-composing a part of the-spoils ef
Arracan. From these we were conducted to &
magnificent temple which is erecting for the image
of Gaudma, that was brought from the same coun-
try. The idol is made of polished brass, about ten
feet high, and sitting in the usual posture, on &
pedestal within an arched recess. The walls are
- gilded, and adorned with bits of different coloured
mirrors, disposed with much taste. Peculiar sane-
tity is ascribed to this image; and devotees resort
from every part of the empire, to adore the Arra-
can Gaudma, which is not exposed at all hours to
‘the view of the vulgar. The doors of the recess
are only opened when persons of particular conse-
quence come to Visit it, or at stated times, te in-
dulge the populace. As we approached, a crowd
of people thronged after us with tumultuous en-
thusigsm, striving for admittance to offer up a
prayer to this brazen representative of the divinity.
. We soon turned from these wretched fanatics, and -
 the object of their stupid adoration, to view the no-
- ble pissath, or royal spire, that crowned the build-
-ing, and attracted much more of our attention and
respect, than an image, from which -even the sta-
‘wmary could olaim mo praiss. The spire rose in
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hesion of which forms a hard and smooth eurface,
that shines like marble *. Our conductor inform-
‘us, that this edifice had been lately erected at the
sole expense of the senior Woongee. Tt certainly
reflects credit on the projector, and is an ornamient
to the_country. . ) .
The heat of the day, which had now attained
its greatest force, and our having been in constint
exercise from seven in the morning till two o’clock
" i the afternoon, rendered a place of repose ‘ek-
tremely acceptable ; and here we not only rested
ourselves, but likewise found a plentifal collation
prepared for ns.  Our conductors, aware that the
__attention of strangers could not fail to be engaged
for some hours by such a multitade of new and
" striking objects, thought it would be more prudent .
for us to wait under the shade of this hospitable
roof ill the afternoon, than expote ourselves un-
necessarily to a burning sun. Wo had brought
'with us, at the instanee of our friends, wine, bread
and butter, and cold fowl, to which the Shawbun-
der had added a tureen of excellent vermicelli
soup; and a tolerable good pilliw. We sat down
1o our repast about two o'clock, and 'after it was
finished, continued to recline upon our mats uiitil
evening, fanned by a cool and refreshing brédze
from the west, whilst we conversed, and contém-
plated the scene around. The crowd of ‘people,
whom the novelty of our appearance had collect-
ed, were neither intrusive nor troublesome. On
such an occasion, in most other countriés of ‘the
East, it is probable that, from the prejudices’of
» The reader may see & particular account of the Chu-
nam and its Pr rties in Dr Anderson’s ¢ Recreations in

Agricukupe,
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roof, supported on four pillars of wood, to prevens
injury from the lodgment of rain.

At each corner of the fort there is a gilded tem-
ple, nearly one hundred feet in height, but so in-
significant, comparatively, with those we had Just
seen, as not to attract particular notice.

We could perceive, from our elepha.nts, the roof
of a range of buildiogs in the inside, parallel to the
walls, and extending along one entire side of the
fort, which our conductors said was the public
granary and store-rooms.

We arrived at our grove half an hour after dark,
" wearied by the heat of the weather and the exer-
cise of the day, but gratified to the highest degree
with the multiplicity and extraordinary splendour
of the objects we had seen. Much as we had
heard of the magnificence of their religious build-
ings, our expectations had been more than fulfill~
ed. The unbounded expenditure of gilding which
they bestow on the outside of the roofs, as well as
within, must exhaust immense sums. I was in-
formed that the gold leaf is exceedingly pure, and
bears exposure to the air for a long time, without
suffering injury. The size or glue used to make
it adhere, is called Seesee ; it is the juice of the
croton sebiferum, after undergoing a certain pre-
paration. This is the only manner in which a
people, naturally frugal and disinclined to luxury,
seem to apply their superfluous wealth. It is to
be lamented, that their edifices are in general com-
posed of such a perishable material as wood, which,
though of the most durable kind perhaps in the
world, cannot Jast for many generations, or leave
to pesterity a mormumental proof of the taste and
magnificence of the national architecture.
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CHAPTER VII.

REASON TO HOPE FOR A PROSPEROUS TERMI-
NATION OF THE EMBASSY—MEET WITH STRE-
NUOUS OPPOSITION—ON WHAT GROUNDS—
VESSEL ARRIVES AT RANGOON FROM MAU-
RITIUS—NEWS FROM EUBOPE UNPLEASANT
«——INDUSTRIOUSLY PROPAGATED~—MR WOOD
VISITS THE WOONGERS—POLITE RECEPTION
—=REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCE — REQUIRE
TO KNOW HIS MAJESTY'S PLEASURE—DAY
APPOINTED FOR THE DELIVERY OF PRESENTS
FROM THE BIRMAN KING—CONVERSATION AT
THE LOTOO—ARROGANCE OF THE BIRMAN
€OURT—~—RESOLVE TO REMONSTRATE—UNCI~
VIL TREATMENT—MR WOOD PRESENTS A
WRITTEN AKD S8OLEMN DECLARATION—FER-
MENT CAUSED BY IT—FAVOURABLE CONCLU~
SION—A DAY APPOINTED FOR OUR RECEP-
TION BY THE XING—LIBERAL RETURN OF
PRESENTS—DIFFERENT ARTICLES—PROCEED
TO THE PALACE—INTRODUCTION—HALL OF
AUDIENCE— THE KING—HIS DRESS—PERSON
—MANNER—RECEIVE OFFICIAL PAPERS IN
THE RHOOM—FORMALITY IN CONVEYING THE
KING'S LETTER—RETURN.

WHILST we were thus pessing our time in amuse-
ment and the indulgence of our curiosity, the
voL. II. - N 5
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more important interests of the mission were not
forgotten. The council, I was informed, had held
frequent deliberations on some general proposi-
tions, which I had submitted with a view to assist
the mercantile interests of the two countries, and
place commerce on a liberal aund secure basis. I
had reason given me to conclude, that my sugges-
tions had met with a favourable reception; and I
was likewise informed, by an suthority which I
conceived to be competent, that it was intended to
depute & Birman officer of distinction in an official
capacity to Bengal, there to confirm, on the part
of his Birman Majesty, the good understanding
that was henceforth: to subsist between the Court
of Ummerapoors, and the Government-General of
India. Assurances of this nature, together with .
the attention paid to our private accommodation,
induced me to hope for a favourable termination
of the mission with which I was intrusted.

. I soon found, however, that the attainment of
these objects, which were obviously calculated to
be of reciprocal advantage to British India and the
Birman empire, was opposed by the indirect arti-
fices of individuals possessing weight, whose in-
terests might eventually be affected by any inno-
vation, and who, on that account, sedulously fo-
mented jealousy and distrust. I likewise learned,
that the pride of the court had been early awaken-
ed by a representation, that the government of
Bengal being provincial, and the Governor-gene-
ral, from whom I derived my commission, only the
subject of a king, it would therefore be derogatory
to the Birman monarch to treat on terms of equa-
lity with an administration that was subordinate,
. or to correspond with any person beneath the dig-
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plicit credit to the last mentioned ramour, yet the
news from Europe, cooperating with their own
pride, determined them to persist in that arrogant
assumption of superiority, which had hitherto been
manifested rather in their actions than by their
words,

On the 7th of September, Mr Wood, in con-
formity with the instructions he received, waited
.on the two senior Woongees, accompanied by Dr
Buchanan, and attended by a proportion of the
public servants. On his return, he addressed an
official letter to me by which it appears, that, in
his reception, no part of the respect due to his
public character was omitted ; whilst in the soli-
citude expressed for our personal welfare, there
was displayed the refined politeness of a polished
court. The conversation that he held. with the
Woongees was nevertheless marked by a circum-
stance which served to indicate more pointedly
the precise line that was intended to be drawn.

On the day of my public. introduction at the
Lotoo, it was an omission too remarkable.to es-
cape notice, that no inguiry whatever had been
made respecting the Governor-general of India;
nor in the conversations which I afterwards held
with the several princes, was the name of the Go-
vernor-general once mentioned by them. Such,
' however, was not the case at the interview be-
tween Mr Wood and the Woongees. These mi-
nisters inquired particularly concerning Sir- John
Shore, and the younger Woongee desired to be
informed of the extent of the Governor-general’s
authority ; which implied, on his part, either real
or aesumed ignorance. These questions also, as
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from a provincial and subordinate power, and not
as the representative of an equal and sovereign
atate ; and that, in pursnance of this estimation,
bis Majesty did not intend to hononr me with @
personal audience of leave. Of the truth of this
information I had no reason to doubt; but before
I took any measures to undeceive the court in &
public manner, I deemed it expedient to have an
assumption so haughty and imperious verified by
the highest authority,

On the 19th of September I proceeded to the
Lotoo, where I arrived about twelve o'clock, and
found the council of state already assembled ; the
ministers and the attendant officers being all dressed
in their robes and caps of ceremony, A few mi-
mites after we had taken our seats, the presents
were brought, consisting of three large boxes, co-
vered with red cloth, and two elephant’s teeth of
considerable size, These I wes desired to receive,
in the name of the Birman king, for the English
government. At the same time, two large rings
were presented to me; one 8 single ruby ses in
gold, the other a eapphire, which I was requested
to accept as a personal token of his Maj::g’s fa-
vour. - A ring was also given to Mr Wood, and
another to Dr Buchanan, When this ceremony
was ended, I addressed myself in the Birman lan.
guage to the Wongees, and desired to know whe-
ther there were any reasons which applied to my
situation, that had induced his majesty to decline
honouring me with 8 personal audience ; which
compliment, I understood, was usually paid by
their court to the deputies of all sovereign states.
To this interrogation I received an equivocal re-
Ply ; and, on repeating it, they persisted in return-
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determinstions with a veil of ambiguity, which it
semetimes was extremely difficult to penetrate.
Pride, the chief actuating principle of this arro--
gant court, was the source to which its conduct,
in every transaction of a public natare, might ulti-
mately be traced. The- first object of their go-
vernment is to impress on the minds of the people
the most reverential awe of their own sovereign,
whose greatness they do not admit to be equalied
. by that of any monarch upon earth. Without at-
tempting to diminish their veneration for their own'
prince, it became my duty, from the mede that
was adopted in the display of his consequence, to’
acquaint the ministers, in tarms which could not
be misconstrued, that there was another power, at
no great distance, which would not readily sub-
scribe to its own inferiority, or admit of any act in
its negotiations with other states, which might ei-
ther express or imply an assumption of superiority.
It became neceseary to inform them, that the Go-
vernor-genera) of India was not, in his relation to-
their court, or to that of any other Eastern poten-
tate, a subordinate provincial officer ; but a perso-
nage in whom sovereign authority over a widely
extended empire was efficiently vested ; that, us
the representative of such authority, I held an in-
disputable claim to whatever consideration was
granted to the ministers of other nations ; and that.
the withholding it would be accounted an incivility
80 great, as probubly to ‘prevent the English go-
vernment from making any fatare advances for the
establishment of a friendly and confidential intér-

. course.

To comvey a truth not less important for them
to know than incumbent on me to declare, I de-
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termined to address a letter to the principal Woon-
gee and the council of state, expressing my dissa-
tisfaction at the conduct which the Birman court
had thought proper to observe in regard to my
public character; to require an explanation of those
points which comprehended the objects of the em-
bassy; and to demand, that I should be received
and acknowledged by the king in person ms the
representative of an equal and sovereign state.

Had there even been room left for me to hesitate
upon the tep, the following cir-
cumstance immediately after my
interview witn the vvoongees at the Lotoo, would
have decided me in making a public declaration of
my sentiments on 8 mode of behaviour which ex-
ceeded even their usual extent of official arrogunce,
and fell little short of personal indignity.

The custom, which imposes an obligation on g
foreign - minister, to pay a mark of respect by a
* tofling present to each member of the royal family
to whom he is introduced, has already been noticed.,
This compliment I offered in person tp the several
princes on the days of my presentation; and, in
‘order to manifest that it was not my desire to with-
hold any attention consistent with my situation to
fnnt, soon after the visits of ceremony were ended,

had directed my Moonshee, or Persian secretary,
to wait on each of the ministers and the principal
officers of the court, and request in my name their
acceptance of some rarity, the produce of Europe
or of India. The gift to each individual was very
trifing. A few yards of European broad cloth, an
article of cut-glass, a piece of Bengal muslin or of
silk, was received as a polite and handsome testi-
monial of a friendly disposition. These civilities,
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I was informed, were, by'as special mandate, or-
dered to be returned, by every person to whom the
attention had been shown, in some produetion of
the Birman country, and of value equal to what
had been bestowed.

It being expected that I should wait on the royal
_princes to receive in person the remuneration which
they designed to make for the presents they had
obtained, I sent, on the 21st of September, a mes-
sige to the Engy Teekien, to aoquaint him that, if
it suited his convenience, I would pay my respects-
to him the following day, er postpone my wisit to:
any other that he might think proper to appoint.
I likewise despatched a messenger with a similar
notification to the Prince of Prome. From the
first I received a civil reply, excusing himself frome
seeing me ‘on account of the indisposition of the
princess, who had lately been brought to bed ; but
acquainting me, that, if T chose to attend, the pre-
sents for the English government would be deliver-
ed to me in the rhoom of his palace, or to any
person whom I might appoint to receive them. I
replied, that being debarred of the honour of see-
ing him, I would depute Mr Wood to aceapt his
presents in the name of the Governor-general of
India. ¥rom the Prince of Prome I bad not dle
honour of an answer.

On the 22d, Mr Wood waited on the Engy
Teekien, and was received with much civility as
the thoom by his ministers. The presents were
formally produced, and conveyed to our residence
by the prince’s servants. As the Prince of Prome .
had not returned an answer to my message, I im-
agined that some misapprehension had ' oteurred.
Being desirous of appearing to put the most favours
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able construction on every part of their conduet, I
requested Mr Wood to send a messenger, when
he went to the house of Engy Teekien, to apprise
the Prince of Prome that he meant afterwards to
pay his respects to him. To this intimation was
returned what Mr Wood considered a satisfactory
reply ; and as soon as the first visit was ended,
he proceeded to the Prince of Prome’s palace,
where the treatment he received was extremely
rude. After standing fot some time at the outer
gate, exposed to the sun, he was informed that the
prince was not at home.

‘However deficient the members of the royal
family might be in politeness to me, I determined
not to euffer their example to influence my conduct
towards them, or to neglect any mark of deference
that was due to their illustrious rank. Meedaw
Praw, the mother of the queen, being a personage
venerable from her age, and dignified from her high
connections—her behaviour also, on our introdue-
tion, having been' distinguished by affability and
politeness—I was, for these reasons, desirous of
paying such a character particular respect; and
with that view sent a complimentary message to
her, similar to' that which had been delivered to
the two princes. She returned, in answer, that
the next day would be perfectly convenient to her
for my reception. I likewise intimated to the
younger princes my intention of paying them a
visit, to which they replied by a verbal comph-
ment.

On the next day, the 23d, I proceeded in form
to the house of Meedaw Praw at the appointed
hour, and was received with sufficient politeness -
by her Woon, or principal officer. There were
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severl persons of rank assembled in the ball when
I entered. After we had been sented about a quar-
ter of an hour, a person came forth from the inner
apartment, and informed us that the princess had
gone to the palace to see the queen ber daughter,
but would return in a few minutes. This I thought
rather an extraordinary step, as she herself had
determined the -precise time when I was to come.
These minutes, however, were protracted to an
hour. In the interval, pawn, fruit, and sweetmeats
-were served up. At length, when her ministers
perceived that my patience was exhaunsted, and I
would wait no longer, a message was delivered to
me from the princess, excusing her non-appearance
on & plea of indisposition ; at the same time three
gold rings, set with rubies and sapphires, and se-
veral boxes, handsomely japanned and painted,
were laid before me, and my acceptance of them
desired. A conduct marked by such deliberate
tnpoliteness, would have justified retalintion on
my part, by a contemptuotis rejection of her pre-
sents. I however refrained from any farther indi-
cation of displeasure, than withdrawing uncere-
moniously, without taking any netice of the boxes
or rings, which were immediately conveyed to my
residence by her servants. Having reason to ap-
- prehend that the junior princes meant to observe a
similar line of conduct, I declined visiting them,
but sent Mr Wood to go through the ceremony of
- calling at their separate houses. As was expected,
he saw not one of the princes, but was received
by their Woons, who, though they carefully re-
. frained from absolute mdeness, yet evinced in their
conduct the utmost arrogance, wnder the cloak of
- supercilious civility.
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Sueh strange and unwarrantable insolence ‘could
not be measured by any scale of true policy, and
was hardly to be reconciled to resson or common
sense. Nor could eny part of their conduct be
laid to the account of ignorance ; for no people on
earth better understand, or more pointedly observe,
the minute punctilios of official form. No candid
sud determinate reply could be extorted from them

~on sny point in which their vanity was concerned.
What their court intended to concede, I under-
stood, wae to be granted, not as an equivalent for
reciprocal privileges on our part, but as a boon—
as an act of gratuitous condescension to me, in the
eharaeter of a petitioner, bearing the tribute of he-
mage from an inferior state. Without the hardi-
ness to avow these principles, which a sense of
British power, and the proximity of the country,
probably suppressed, they nevertheless acted upon
them as an assumed fact, with 8 view to gratify
their own pride, elude disagreeable explanations,
and reap all the advantages derivable from an in-
tercourse with British India, to which they cer-
tainly were far from being averse,e(})rovided the
correspondence could be maintained upon their
own terms. ~

In pursuance of my determination, I addressed
s letter to the chief Woongee and council of
state; and, to give it all the pablicity that such
a declaration ought to have, I sent Mr Wood to -
deliver it in person to the minister, directing him
afterwards to wait on the two junior Woongees,
and apprise them formally of my having written
a letter of such a tenor. o

Nor did I resolve on this measure without ma-

VoL. II. .0
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turely considering the effect it was likely to pro-
duce, as well as the necessity in which it origi-
nated. The court had evidently been embarrassed
in the first stages of the business, and was unde-
termined in what manner to act. To this irreso-
lution I aacribe the petty artifice of misinforming
me in matters of fact. The accounts from Europe
certainly had great weight in influencing their con-
duct, and those could only be discredited by my
holding higher language than before. To have ac-
quiesced in silence would have been construed into
at least & presumptive evidence of our weakness;
whilst the slight that was attempted to be cast on
the authority delegated to me, left no alternative
but to endeavour to remove it by a temperate re-
monstrance, such as my letter was intended to
convey, or to decline any farther communication,
and withdraw without ceremony. This latter step
was not to be taken under any provoecation short
of personal injury, than which 1 ‘believe nothing
was farther from their intention. To enhance their
own importance by the unworthy mode of lesser-
ing that of others, seemed to be the sole motive
that actuated them, and which, as far as related to
. the government that I represented, it was clearly
my duty to oppose.
My letter was written in the English aud the
Persian languages. * The intervention of holi-

* It afforded me particular satisfaction to know, that
the full purport and expression of my letter could not fail
to be conveyed, through the channel of either of these
languages, to the Birman court. The Armenian inter-

reter of English, who had spent the greater part of his
ife in the Birman country, was a man eminently quali-
fied for the task ; he spoke, read, and wrote English, su~
perior to any person 1 ever knew who had not been in
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‘Whatever might have been their separate senti-
ments, the ultimate decision was temperate and
wise. I was apprised, late on the evening of the
26th, by a verbal communication from the May-
woon of Pegue, that on the day appointed for the
delivery of the reply to the Governor-general's
letter, I should be formally received at the palace
of the king, who would grant me a personal au-.
dience in the character to which I laid claim, and
that the propositions which I had suggested, for
the regulation and encouragement of commerce,
had for the most part received his majesty’s ap-
probation.
I expressed, in answer, the satisfaction I felt
from hearing a resolution so creditable to them-
selves ; but added, that as the letter I had written
was a public and solemn declaration, I should re-
quire more than a verbal assurance, before I could
consistently subject myself to a repetition of for-
mer disappointments, and requested that he would
take the trouble to reduce his obliging message to
writing. With this he readily complied by a short
note written in the Birman language.
The form of receiving the presents, which were
brought to me as a return for those that had been
given, occupied a considerable portion of the last
days. One of the three boxes that had been sent
by the king contained amber in large pieces, un-
commonly pure; another, a mass of stone.of con-
slderable size, in appearance resembling the chry-
" soprase; and the third, a large and beautiful group
of erystals, rising from & matrix of amethyst, in
the form of prisms, mostly hexagonal or pentago-
nal, slightly striated on the sarface, and terminated

- at one end by a pyramid composed of three rhom-
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boidal planes. It was a very curious -production
of nature, and doubtless, coming from such a quar~
ter, must have been accounted of great value. The
present from the Engy Teekien consisted of six
ruby and sapphire rings, two elephants teeth, se-
veral japanned boxes, and three horses, small, like
all those which the country produces, but extreme-
ly well formed. Two were piebald, to mateh in
a carriage, and the other was a bright bay. The
principal queen also, whose title is Nandoh Praw,
and the second queen, called Myack Nandoh, sent
their separate offerings, and added to several rings
and specimens of japanned ware, some handsome
articles of plage, two large beetle-boxes, of em-
boesed silver, two trays and two drinking cups of
the same metal, the workmanship of which did not
afford a favourable proof of the skill of their artists.
Retributary donations were now brought in trou-
blesome sbundance from every individual to whom
the smallest gratification had been given; and in
. some instances the return far exceeded in value
what had been received. My house was encam-
-bered with all ports of Birman utensils in painted
and japanned ware, several of which were by no
means of s portable size. I was also presented
with pieces of silk. and cotton cloth, of different
dimensions and quality, in number not less than
eighty or a hundred ; also elephents teeth, amber
wrought into beads, fifty or sixty pieces of plate
formed into beetle-boxes, mugs, spitting-pots and
cups. Precious stones, t0o, constituted a very ge-
neral gift, chiefly rubies and - sapphires in their na~
tive state, rudely set in gold. I received from va-
rious persons nesrly 8 hundred of these stones, few
o2
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of which were valuable, though some of the sap-
phiree, on being polished by a lapidary, proved to

have a very fine water. I must not, however, omit’

mentioning a beautiful specimen of filagree, ina
large silver beetle-box, which was presented to me
by one of the Attawoons. The workmanship was.
minutely delicate, and exquisitely finished ; and,

. in order to enhance the value of the gift, the donor
with a politeness that could not be surpassed in
any court, had his title engraven in English letters
on the side of the box, A compliment so band,
somely conveyed demanded my best acknowledge,
ments ; and I regretted exceedingly that the official
character which I held denied me the personal ac-
quaintance of this minister, as well as of some others,
with whom I should have been happy, under any
other circumstances, to have cultivated an intimacy.
On the 30th of September, the day sppointed

by his Birman majesty to receive the English gea-
tlemen in the character of an unperm.l depummn,
we crossed the lake at ten o'clock in the morning,
attended by our custpmary suite, and accompanied
by Baba-Sheen and severa! Birman officers. We
entered the fort, as usual, by the westorn gate,
when, instead of passing, as on former occasions,
along the north side of the enclosure of the palace,
to reach the street leading down to the Lotoo, we

" mow proceeded round by the southy end in this
riew direction ohserved many more houses of dis-
tinguished structare than by the other route. In
our way we passed through a short street, entirely
composed of saddlers and harness-makers shops.
On alighting, we were conducted into the rhoom,
to wait there until the Engy Teekien should ar-
vive, which he did precisely at the hour of twelve.

e



EMBASSY TO AVA. 163

Several Chobwas, who were to be introduced on
this day, had taken their seats in the rhoom be-
fore we entered. Each of them held a piece of
* silk or cotton cloth in his lap, designed, according
to the established etiquette, as a propitiatory offer-
ing to his majesty ; and on the cloth was placed a
saucer, coataining a small quantity of unboiled
rice, which it seems is an indispensable part of the
ceremony., The Birman custom differs in this
particular from the usage of Hindostan. A per-
son, on his presentation at the imperial court of
Delhi, offers to the sovereign an odd number of
the gold coin commonly called Mohurs, * an even
number being considered as inauspicious ; but the
court of Ummerspoora, with a more delicate re-
finement, never permits an offering in money, but
requires from a foreigner something of the produce
of his country, and from a subject some sarticle of
manufacture. The donation of rice is not, as in
India, when presented by Brahmins to the incar-
nations of Vishnw, meant as an acknowledgment
of divine attributes, but is merely designed as a
recognition of the power of the monarch, and an
acknowledgment of the property of the soil being
vested in him ; a truth which is expressively de-
clared, by offering him its most useful production.
During our continuance in the rhoom, tea was
served tous ; and when we advanced to the outer
gate, we were not obliged to-put off our shoes,
but were permitted to wear them until we had

% Mohur is a corrupt name given by Europeans to this
coin. Ashurfi is its proper term. Pagoda, likew_ise, as
applied to a coin, is an'illegitimate word, of which the
natives know nothing exccpt on the authority of thely
conquerors.
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reached the inner enclosure that separates the court
of the Lotoo from that of the royal palace, within
which not any nobleman of the court is allowed to
go with his feet covered. There is a double par-
tition wall dividing the two courts, with an inter-
vening space of ten or twelve feet, through which
a gallery leads, that is appropriated exclusively to
the use of the king when he chooses to preside in
person in the Lotoo. .

On entering the gate, we perceived the royal
saloon of ceremony in front of us, and the court
assembled in all the parade of pomp and decora-
tion. It was an open hall, supported by colon-
- nades of pillars twenty in length, and only four in
depth. We were conducted into it by a flight of
steps, and, advancing, took our places mext the
space opposite to the throme, which is always left
vacant, as beirg in full view of his majesty. On
our entrante, the basement of the throne, as at
the Lotoo, was alone visible, which we judged to
be about five feet high. Folding doors screemed
the seat from our view. The throne, called Yaza-
palay, was richly gilded and carved ; on each side
a small gallery, enclosed by a gilt balustrade ex
tended a few feet to the right and left, containing
four umbrellas of state ; and on two tables, at the
foot of the throne, were placed several large ves-
sels of gold, of various forms, and for different
purposes. Immedistely over the throne, a splen-
did piasath rose in seven stages above the roofs of
the building, crowned by & tee or umbrella, from
which a spiral rod was elevated above the whole.

We had been seated little more than a guarter
of an hour, when the folding doors that concealed
the seat opened with a loud noise, and discovered
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Ms majesty ascending a flight of steps that led up
to the throne from the inner apartment. He ad-
vanced but slowly, and seemed not to possess a
free use of his limbs, being obliged to support him-
self with his hands on the balustrade. I was in.
formed, however, that this appearance of weakness
did not proceed from any bodily infirmity, but
from the weight of the regal habiliments in which
be was clad; and if what we were told was true,
that he carried on his dress fifteen viss, upwards
of fifty pounds avoirdupois of gold, his difficulty
of ascent was not surprising. On reaching the top
he stood for a minute, 8s though to take breath,
and then sat down on an embroidered cushion with
his legs inverted. His crown was a high conical
cap, richly studded with precious stones. His
fingers were covered with rings, and in his dress
he bore the appearance of a8 man cased in golden
armonr, whilst a gilded, or probably a golden wing
on each ehoulder, did not add much lightness to
his figure. His looks denoted him to be between
fifty and sixty years old, of a strong make, in sta-
ture rather beneath the middle height, with hard
features and of a dark complexion; yet the ex-
pression of his countenance was not unpleasing,
and seemed, I thought, to indicate an intelligent
and inquiring mind.

On the first appearance of his majesty, all the
courtiers bent their bodies, and held their hands
joined in an attitude of supplication. Nothing
forther was required of us, than to lean a little
forward, and to turn .in our legs as much as we
could—not any act being so unpolite, or contrary
to etiquette, 38 to present the soles of the feet to-
wards the face of e dignified persop. Four Bra-
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mins, dressed in white caps and gowns, chanted
the usual prayer at the foot of the throne. A
Nakhaan then advanced into the vacant space be-
fore the king, and recited in a musical cadence
the name of each person who was to be introduced
on that day, and of whose present, in the charac-
ter of a suppliant, he entreated his majesty’s ac-
ceptance. My offering consisted of two pieces of
Benares gold brocade. Doctor Buchanan and Mr
Wood each presented one. 'When our names were
mentioned, we were separately desired to take a
few grains of rice in our hands, and, joining them,
to bow to the king as low as we conveniently

could, with which we immediately complied.

When this ceremony was finished, the king uttered
8 few indistinct words, to convey, a8 1 was in-
formed, an order for investing some persons pre-'
sent with the insignia of a certain degree of no-
bility. The imperial mandate was instantly pro-

claimed aloud by heralds in the court. His ma-

jesty remained only a few minutes longer, and du-
ring that time looked at us attentively, but did not
honour us with any verbal notice, or speak at all,
except to give the order before mentioned. When
he rose to depart, he manifested the same signs of
infirmity as on his entrance. After he bhad with-
drawn, the folding doors were closed, and t.he court
broke up.

In descending, we took notice of two pieces of
cannon, apparently nine pounders, which were .
placed in the court, on either side of the stairs, to
defend the entrance of the palace. Sheds pro-
tected them from the weather, and they were
gilded all over. 'A royal carriage also was in wait-
ing, of curious workmanship, and ornamented with



EMBASSY TO AVA. 167

a royal spire ; there was a pair of horses harnessed
to it, whose trappings glistened in the sun.

We returned as usual to the Rhoom, where I
understood that the letter from the king to the
Governor-general of India was to be presented to
me, together with some other documents that com-
prehended the objects of the embassy. Soon after
the members of the royal family had ascended their
elephants, the expected letter was brought from
the Lotoo on a tray, borne by a Nakhaan, enclosed
in a case of wood japanned and covered with a
scarlet cloth. The mode of offering it, was not,
I conceived, quite so ceremonious as the occasion
seemed to require ; and the officer who was charged
with the delivery indicated a reluctance to say that
it was a letter from the king to the Governor-ge-
neral of India. This circumstance produced some
difficulty, as,” without being distinctly informed to
whom the letter was direeted, I declined accepting
it. At length the interpreter, finding I would not
receive it on other terms, delivered it in a suitable
manner, with a declaration that it was a reply from
his Birman majesty to the letter of the British
Governor-general of India, and that a copy of a
" royal mandate was aunexed to it, granting to the
English nation certain valusble immunities and
privileges of trade.

Whilst we were in the outer court, or that in
which the Lotoo is situated, we had an opportu-
nity of viewing the immense piece of ordnance
found in the fortress of Arracan when captured by
the Engy Teekien, which was afterwards conveyed
by water to adorn the capital of the conqueror,
where it is now preserved as e trophy, and is
highly honoured, being gilded, and covered by a
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roof of a dignified order. It is formed of brass,
rudely manufactured ; the length is thirty feet, the
diamfeter at the muzzle two and a half, and the
cilibre measured ten inches. It is mounted on a
Tow truck carriage supported by six wheels. Near
it lay a long rammer and sponge staff, and we per-
ceived several shot made of hewn stone fitted to
the calibre. It is remarkable, that most of the
spoils which had been brought from Arracan were
made of brass. The image of Gaudma, the lions,
the demons, and the gun, all transported from
thence, are composed of that metal.

The discussion, on the ceremony of delivering
the letter being ended, we returned home, preced-
ed by a Miouseree, of inferior secretary, on horse-
back, bearing in due form the royal letter, and
dressed in his cap and gown of office. When we
had reached our residence, 1 immediately address-
ed the chief minister, to request an official trans-
lation of the letter in the Persian language, also of
the paper annexed to it; observing, that as public’
". interpreters of that tongue were appointed by the
court, and it being well understood by several pet-
sons resident at Ummerapoora, a medium of in-
tercourse could never be wanting, which would be
equally intelligible and convenient to their gevern-
ment and to mine. Within twoe days I received
a notification, that his majesty had giver orders to
supply me with the translation I required.
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TuE intervention of holidays, together with the
unavoidable delays of office, protracted the de-
livery of the Persian transiations until the 14th of
October; on which day the papers, properly au-
thenticated, were brought from the Lotoo, and de-
livered to me, by an officer of government. In
translating these documents, I carefully collated
the Persian version with the Birman original, which
I was ensbled to do by the assistance of persons
on the spot who understood both languages, and
found the Persian to be as literal a translation as
the different idioms would admit.

The letter of his Birman majesty to the Go-
vernor-genernl is a curious specimen of the ex-
travagant phraseology of orientsl composition. A
great part of it is the diction of the minister,
which may be considered as the preamble of the
letter. In this pertion are enumerated the royal
titles, the honours conferred on the British re-
presentative, and the presents that were deliver-
ed. It next details the heads of certain proposi-
tions, which I had made with a view to advance
the commercial interests of both nations. His
majesty then speaks in his own person, and, in
the pompous style of an order, ratifies immunities
of considerable importance to British merchants
and mariners. -

The paper which accompanied the letter is an
order delivered by the principal Woongee, to

into effect the imperial mandate, and is
addressed to the Maywoon of Pegue in par-
ticular, as holding the jurisdiction of Rangoon,
and to the governors of sea-port towns in gener-
al. It, however, became necessary, in order to
give full operation to his Majesty’s good inten-

Y
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tions, to obtain several subsidiary papers, which,
by expressing in clear detail the regular dues
of government, and specifying the aunthorized’
perquisites of office, mfght prevent in future
any arbitrary exactions, and put an end to im-
positions which had long been practised on Bri-
tish merchants trading to Birman ports, from whom -
loud complaints had at different times reached the
supreme government. These papers I found no
difficulty in obtaining. It was determined by
them, that all goods of Europe and British India
manufacture, imported in British ships,- should be
subject to a duty of ten per cent. to the king ; the
price of anchorage and pilotage, for ships of every
rate, was determined; the fees of the provimcial
and port-officers, charges for warehouse room, for
interpreters and clearance, the customs to be levied
at each house of collection on goods conveying
up the river, were accurately defined; and teak
timber—to us by far the most valuable commodity
which the country produces—was ordered to pay
& duty of five per cent. ad valorem, at whatever
port it might be shipped, and all further exactions
on that article were prohibited. The several de-
mands of the port and provincial offiters on the
masters of ships, which had heretofore been paid
in rounij, or pure silver, were directed to be taken
in the currency of the place, which, at Raugoon,
is mowadzo, or silver depreciated twenty-five per
cent. :

These regulations, expressed in separate instru-
ments with clearness and precision, ' were equally
Liberal and satisfactory; and, on the part of the
Birman government, were voluntarily granted,
from a conviction of the equity on which they
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were founded, and the reciprocal advantages they
were likely to produce. From two propositions
which I offered, the court thought proper to with-
hold its acquiescence ; but it certainly was the in-
tention of the king and his chief ministers, that the
articles which were thus conceded should be car-
ried into complete effect. Intercourse, however,
was not yet perfectly established ; many obstacles
still impeded the way. The road was only open-
ed, and success depended on the discretion of those
who should first pursue the track that was now
pointed out.

Having thus obtained the objects for which I had
been deputed, to an extent that equalled my ut-
most expectation, I prepared to depart. The wa-
ters of the great river had been subsiding for some
time, by which the lake became so much reduced,
that boats of burden were obliged to leave it, and
moor in the stream, the bar of sand at the entrance
of the lake being almost dry in the fair season.
The vast sheet of water, which, by taking a cir-
-cuitous direction, had, on our first arrival, induced
us to conclude that we were on an island, was now
dJiminished to an inconsiderable surface, and left a
large portjon of land, which had recently been co-
vered, in a state adapted for the cultivation of rice.
We observed the peasants industriously employed
in turning up the oozy soil, preparatory to the re-
ception of seed; and it was now manifest that the
place of our residence, which, from the encroach-
ment of the periodical waters, we had considered
as low, was in fact an elevated and commpanding
sityation.

Early in October, the Chinese depnties, haying
fulfilled their diplomatic mission, left the grove, to
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return to their native country. They embarked
on board commodious boats, in which I understood
they were to travel for three weeks, and afterwards
prosecute their route by land, until they got into
the heart of the Chinese dominions, where water
carrisge is facilitated by numerous canals. They
expected to find the cold intense before their ar-
. rival at Pekin, a journey which they stated would
require three months to perform. I presented the
senior, at his last visit to me, with a wrapper of
English broad cloth, which he remarked would be
- more comfortable in his journey among the cold
hills of China, in the month of Decembeér, than
his own garments of silk quilted with cotton. He
apologized for not having any thing better to give
me in return than some pieces of silk and a few
fans ; but his son, a promising youth of seventeen,
who attended his father in quality of page, and
whe had been on more familiar terms with us than
the natural gravity and public character of the
seniors would allow to them, came to take leave
of me just before his embarkation, and, observing
that he should probably never see me again, en-
treated my acceptance of his pillow and his purse,
as memorials of the son of Keeloree.®* WhenI
hesitated in receiving what were conveniences to
him, but useless to me, he seemed g0 much hurt,
that I could not wound the feelings of the ingenu-
ous youth, by rejecting his artless token of good
will. I had given him at different times a few
trifling gratifications, and he could not reconcile

* This I conceive to be rather a title thsn his real
name.
P2
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himself to depart without making some return.
His pillow was a light lacquered box, about eigh-
teen inches long, circular at top, and covered with
a case of silk, so thickly quilted with cotton as to
render it soft. In a box of this sort, a Chinese,
when he makes a journey, usually carries all his
valuables. Though unprovided with a leck, it is
not easy to be opened, and the case is closely
buttoned. Thus a traveller secures all his pro-
perty by sleeping on it. This box was not empty.
It contained the purse * before mentioned, a steel
and flint to light fire, and a bracelet and ring of
agate, which the donor assured me were endued
with certain cabalistic virtues, to protect the pas-
sessor from the perils of the road.

During the time that matters of business were
under discussion, and the necessary papers pre-
paring, Mr Wood employed his leisure hours in
digesting his survey of the river, and in making
astropomical obeervations, whilst Doctor Bucha-
nan, ever assiduous in the pursuit of knowledge,
prosecuted botanical inquiries, and collected gene-
ral information from every accessible source. A-
mong other things, bogks in the Birman tongue
were brought to him for sale, on which the owners
put what seemed to be a very exorbitant price;
and, either from real or pretended appreheusion,
" these venders of Birman literature always produc-
ed their wares in a clandestine manner ; assigning
as a reason, that if any person were discovered to

® This purse bore an exact resemblance to the repre-
sentation in Sir George Staunton’s work, of the purse ’
which his Imperial Majesty of China presented to the am-
bassador’s page, when the British embassy was formally
introduced,
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bave sold books to a foreigner without permission,
he wauld be liable to a severe penalty. This as-
sertion we were at first inclined to consider rather
a8 a pretext for enbancing the dewand, than as
founded on fact., One day, however, we under-
stood that a man had actually been imprisoned for
an offence of this nature, and was likely to suffer
punishment. I immediately sent & message to the
chief Woonges, apprising him of the circumstance,
and desiring to know whether it was illegal to sell
books to us; that if their law prohibited it, I
should reject such as in future might be brought,
and direct every person under my authority to do
the same. The Woongee returned a civil mes-
sage, and the man was set at liberty. His ma-
jesty, being made acquainted with the affair, sum-
moned, on the following day, the principal Rha-
haans to attend his council, and submitted to
them, whether or not it was consistent with Bir-
man tenets, to grant books that treated of their
history and laws, to foreigners. The conclave, 1
was told, after solemn deliberation, determined in
the affirmative; and added, that it was not only
admissible, but landable, for the dissemination of
knowledge. His majesty was thereupon pleased
to order a handsome copy of the Razawayn, or
" History of their Kings, and of the Dhermgsath, or
Code of Laws, to be delivered to me from the
royal library. Each was contained in one large
volume, written in a beautiful mpnner, and hand-
somely adorned with painting and gilding.

My Bengal draftsman, whose labours were prin-
cipally dictated by Dr Buchanan in the delinea-
tion of plantes, met at Ummerapoors with a brothet
artist in a Siamese painter, who was employed by
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the court. This man, though not so skilful as the
person in my service, was nevertheless of much
utility. He furnished me with seversl drawings,
descriptive of the costume of the country, which,
though executed with little taste, were finished
with the most perfect fidelity. Among other things,
he brought me a representation of the Shoepaun-
dogee, or royal barge used by the king when he
goes in state on the water. The painter reported,
that the length of the vessel was & hundred cu-
bits (more than one hundred and fifty feet). I
saw it through a glass, but at too great a distance
to observe more than the elevated stern, the royal
pissath in the centre, which occupied the place of
a mast, and the splendour of the gilding, with -
which it wes entirely covered. The king pos-
sesses a great variety of boats. Some of them we
had an opportunity of viewing, but the Shoe-
paundogee is by far the most magnificent.

The Birmah month of Sandaingguite, which
bad just expired, is a season of universal festivity
and rejoicing ; and on the three terminating days
solemn homage is paid to the king, to the Engy
Teekien, and to the principal queen. At the court’
of the latter, all the wives and daughters of the
nobles pay their respects, unaccompanied by their
husbands or any male attendants ; and in this as-
sembly as much state and ceremony are observed
as at the court of his majesty. The rank which
each lady bears in right of her husband, is expres-
sed by her dress and ornaments ; female priority
being not less scrapulously maintained, than pre-
cedency smongst men. Wae regretted extremely,’
that their customs did net allow us to attend the
queen’s court, in the same manner as that of her: |

oz v ek |
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illustrious mother. Age and widowhoed, it seems,

gave the latter a privilege of receiving visits from

the other sex, without violating decorum, or in-
reproach.

Dnnng the fifteen days of this “ decreasing
moon,” the city was illuminated every night. Lan-
terns made of different coloured transparent paper
were suspended from bamboo scaffolds, and dis-
posed in various shapes, which produced a pleas-
ing effect when seen from our residence on the
opposite side of the lake. The superior brilliancy
of the lights at the palace was distinguishable a-
bove the rest. The Birmans are singularly ex-
pert in the display of fireworks of every descrip-
tion.

On the 13th of October, I received a verbal
message from the Engy Teekien, that he should
- be glad.to see me on the following day, when he
meant to lay aside the pa.rade of state, and honour
me with an unceremonious reception. I em-
braced with pleasure an opportunity of an inter-
view unincumbered with the formalities of regal
pomp, and, sccompanied by a few attendants,
proceeded on horseback to his palace at the ap-
pointed time. As soon as my arrival was an-
nounced, 1 was immediately introduced without
the previous ceremony of waiting in the rhoom.
On this occasion he did not, as formerly, exhibit
himself from a casement window like a pagod, but
was seated at the upper end of the hall, upon a'
couch richly adorned with the customary orna-
ments. His dress was very simple.” He wore a
white vest of fine muslin, with a lower garment of
silk, and his head was bound with an embroidered
fillet. Several personages of rank were present,
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habited also in a plain manner, but distingnished
by their gold tzaloe, or chain of nobility. The
deportment of the prince at this interview was per-
fectly frank, and free from ostentation. I was
disappointed, however, in his conversation. I ex-

cted that he would, by inquiring into the state
of the British provinces, and the causes of their
prosperity, have sought for information that might
hereafter prove beneficial to the country over.
which he is one day presumptively to reign. His
discourse took a quite different turn. He asked’
only frivolous questions, and endeavoured to amuse
me by the prattle of two sprightly children, his
daughters. Half an hour baving been spent in
this trifling manner, I withdrew, and paid a visit
to the Maywoon of Pegue, who told me that it
was his intention to accompany us back to Ran-
goon, where he would order every necessary to
be provided for our convenience and accommoda-
tion.

The distance to which our boats were obliged
to remove, rendered the transportation of our bag-
gage a work of labour. After conveying it across
the lake, it was to be laden on carts, and drawn
for two miles over what was now a plain of sand,
but at the time of our arrival had been a wide sheet
of water, navigated by vessels of considerable bur-
den. The communication between the lake and
the river was now completely closed.

On the 23d of October we began to send off
our heaviest articles. The commissary, or Kye-
woon, had taken care to provide a carriage and
labourers, the expense of which we were not suf- -
fered to defray. What I gave to the people, was
considered as a private gratification.
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Having embarked most of our baggsge, Mr
Wood and Dr Buchanan, with a proportion of the
attendants, left me early on the 25th, to go on
board the boats. I remained until evening, wait-
ing for some papers which I expected from the city.
Horses were in readiness for us to mount, on the
opposite side of the lake.

On leaving Tounzemahn, as the boat pushed
from the shore, I looked back with pleasure at the
grove, under the shade of which we bad resided,
and bade a glad but not unthankful adieu to an
habitation where I had experienced kind hospita- -
lity, and spent three months in a manner that could
not fail to impress me with a lasting recollection
of the scene. To be placed in so singular and in-
teresting a situation, cannot often occur ; nor cam
the images created by it be easily obliterated from
the mind. -

Riding across the plain over which I had lately
sailed, I perceived that part of it was already un-
der tillage, but the largest portion was left for pas-
ture. During the inundation, canoes navigated be-
tween the houses of the lower suburbs of the city,
and all communication was maintained by water.
But carts now plied in dusty lanes, and the found-
ations of the buildings were at least fifteen feet
above the level of the river.- Our boats were at a
creek called Sakyngua, where a number of trad-
ing vessels were also moered, some of them of con-
siderable burden. The noise of the boatmen on
the bank, and the smoke from the fires which they
made, rendered the situation by no means agree-
able. ’ .

Various causes conspired to detain us at Sek-
yngua Creek until the 29th. In the interval, I re- -
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ceived a short letter from the principal Woongee,
directed to the Governor-general of India, con- .
taining a desire of the king to procure certain re-
ligious books written in the Shanscrit language ;
likewise that a Birman, well versed in astronomy,
might be sent from Bengal to his court, to instruct
his own professors, of whose ignorance in that sci-
ence his majesty was folly sensible. The letter,
however, laid as much stress on the purity of the
preceptor’s cast as on the extent of his knowledge ;
aud comprehended & curious addition te the re-
quest, that a Bramin woman should accompany
the sage, with a view, I imagine, of propagating
8 race of hereditary astronomers. I informed the
‘Woongee, in reply, that Bramins of learning have
an invincible dislike to leave their native country,
even for a limited perfod; but to emigrate with
their families, I conceived, was an act to which
no temptation would induce them. I added, that
the prirciples of the English government did not
allow of force being used, to compel a subject into
exile, who had not by any crime forfeited the- pro-
tection of the law. This, I dare say, was not
very intelligible doctrine to the despotic monarch
of Ava, and at all events must have been perfectly
novel.

‘Whilst we remained at this place, one of our peo-
ple received ill treatment from the natives, which
was remarkable, as being the first instance that
had occurred. Dr Buchanan, desirous of enrich-
ing his collection of plants with every rare preduc-
tion of the country, used to employ a peasant boy
of Bengal to gather herbs for him, whom he every
day sent for that purpose into the fields. The fol-
lowers of the Prince of Tongho happened to re-
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gide in this quarter, n cless of men Botorions s-
wong Birmans for their insolenee and dishonesty.
The lad unluckily ehanced ong day ta meet a party
of these ruffians, who teok frem him his knife,
basket, and turban, and, threateming to put hin
to death, so frightenad him that he botanized no
gmore till we were aut of their remch. I had be-
fore heard much of the ferocity of these peopls,
who were very ummerous. Report made their
numbers ten thousand. They were always quar-
relling with the followaess of the ether princes, par-
ticularly those of the Prince of Prome. It was

said"thet the king had, on one occasion, whilst we

were at Ummerapoora, sharply reprimanded his
son, the Tongho Teekien, and eonfined his Woon;
or minister, for not keeping his people in betser
subjection. I tock 1o notice of their conduet. It
was not expedient, at my departure, to mske a
public complaint of such a petdy outrage.

The river, whieh three months before had dis- -

played an mninterrupted expanse of several miles,
was now broken into separate streams, surround-
ing numerous islands, which had just emerged from
the inundation.. The principal branch of the river,
even in its diminished state, was a mile wide. Dy
Buchanan and I orossed in a small boat to an island
where some fishermen and gardeners had begun te
erect huts, in which they reside wuntil retarning
floods in the ensuing year force them to abandon
their habitations. 'They seemed to have the means
of comfortable livelihcod. Their gardens were ai-
ready sown with the sweet potato, eonvolvulus
batatas, pulse, and brenjals, solartim melongena ¢
the latter are usually transplanted. The soil was
VoL. II. Q 6
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extremely dry, notwithstanding it had so recently
been covered with water, and the pasturage was
luxuriant. The inhabitants possessed cattle and
poultry in abundance, and doubtless were supplied
with excellent fish.

Early on the 29th, the Maywoon of Pegue vi-
sited me, in a very handsome war-boat gilded to
the water's edge, accompanied by several others
that were plain. He invited me on board, and we
took our seats on the prow, which, in Birman
boats, is always the place of dignity. When we
left the shore, the whole fleet pushed off and fol-
lowed us. The morning was fine, and the water
#mooth, whilst the spires of Ummerapoora in our
stern, the white temples and lofty hills of Cha-
gaing opposite, and the fort of ancient Ava below,
formed a very cheerful prospect. We rowed to
Chagaing, where, soon after our arival, the- May-
woon took leave of me, to return to the capital,
having business to detain him a few days longer.
He, however, promised to overtake us on the way
down, his boats being better adapted than ours for
expedition.

After dinner, Doctor Buchanan and I walked
out to view the fort of Chagsing, which, in the
days of Namdoo Praw, had been the seat of em-
pire. We entered under a gateway, the arch of
which was wide and well turned. This fort had
nothing to distinguish it from others that have,
been already described. It was not nearly so
large “as that of Ummerapoors, or even equal in
extent to the Jines of ancient Ava, * The defences
were suffered to fall into ruins, and the houses
were meanly built among weeds and rubbish. - We
observed a well supplied herb market, which was
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attended wholly by women, Passing through the
‘fort, we crossed a narow fosse on a handsome
-wooden bridge, the length of which indicated, thas
during the monsoon the inundation extended to &
considerable distance ; and a little farther, we
came to the great road leading to Meengo
On our right, lay the low conical hills, whose
summits, crowned with white temples, formi such
conspicuous objects from the river. Advanci
about a mile, we arrived at a village called Oderus,
or Pot Village, from its being a manufactory of
earthen ware. The lateness of the evening pre-
vented our further progress. . We returned by a
road that led to the left of the fort, passing in our
way 8 neat village situated near the banks of the
river. .
. By means of our horses, we now enjoyed a con~
venience which, in coming up, we did not possess.
A platform had been constructed in a broad boat,
capable of containing five horses. We brought
three from the capital, and added two others on
the way down. Little trouble was occasioned by
embarking or landing them; the Birman grooms
were expert, and the beasts tractable. Early nexs
morning we mounted, and pursued the route of
the preceding evening. Numerous temples lined
the road on either side, but one only of the num-
ber attracted particnlar notice. It was surround-
ed by a high brick wall, from which elephants
heads, formed of masonry, were protruded in such
, a manner as to give the wall an appearance of be-
ing supported on the backs of those animals. The
temple was a pyramid of brick, about one hun-
dred feet. high, ornamented with a gilded umbrella
Passing through Pot Village, we came to a town

A}
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called Kyeock Zeit, remarkable for being the great
manufactory of marble idols, the inbmbitants of
which were atatuaries by trade. I saw thirty or
forty large yards crowded with artists at work on
jmages of various sizes, but all of the same per
sonage, Gaudma, sitting cross-legged on & pedes-
tal. The quairies, whence the materials are pro-
cured; are.only s few miles distant. The marble
is bronght hither in shapeless blocks; and after
being fashioned, the images are publicly sold te
‘those who have grace enough to purthase thewr.
‘The largest that I observed, a little exceeded the
‘human size, the price of which, they said, was one
hendred tackals, twelve or thirteen pounds, but
wome diminutive Gaudmas wers to be disposed of,
a8 low as two or three tackals. The Leedegee or
steerstban of my boat, bought one to proteet uis on
the way down. The workmen were extremely
eivil and communicative. They would ot part
with their sacred commodity, 1 was told, to any
except Birmahs ; but they answererd our questions
- whth good humotr; atid owr curiosity neither ex-
Cited Buriprise, nor gave uihbrage. Their tools are
simple. They shape the image with 4 chivel and
mallet, and afterwards stiiboth # by freestone snd
water. Muny of the idols were beautifally po-
lished, which, I uniderstood; wss effected by rab-
bing the mrrtle with three different serts of stote,
the first rough, the séeond finer, and the third such
65 hones are made of: the workmen afterwards usé
the paltns of their hands. This operation gives it
@ transparent clearness, fat strpassing the brightest
polish of wihich European mrble is susceptible.
Buich imhges fs were desighed for gilding did not
seceive so high 4 finishiy.
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. Half a leagne further we came to where the
temple of Kommodoo rears its massive and antique
pile. This venerable and curious edifice stands on
an eminence, which renders it a conspicuous ob-
ject at the distance of many miles. It is compos-
ed of solid masonry without cavity of any sort,
and in shape resembles a bell. There is a high
railing of wood encircling it, twelve feet distant
from the base. The circumference on the out-
side of the railing, by my measurement, was four
hundred paces, perhaps three hundred and fifty
yards, and the height did not appear less than three
hundred feet. It ended in a clumsy cone, una-
dorned by a spire or the customary umbrella, and
exhibited a striking contrast to the elegant and
still larger temple of Shoemadoo. Indeed, the
style of its structure indicated, that it was built
. either by a people possessing totally different no-
tions of architecture, or at a far more remote pe<
riod. It was much the most inelegant and heavy
building that we had seen in the country. The
roof had once been richly gilded, and the remains
of wooden galleries, from which the paint and
gilding were not quite obliterated, lay scattered
around. These ornaments had probably been of-
ten renewed since the first erection of the temple.
Kommodoo was once celebrated for its sanctity,
and is still beld in great reverence. Many devo-
tees were sauntering round the hill, whilst others
were prostrate at their devotions. The Birmans
boast of the antiquity of this building. They as-
cribe its rise to “supernatiral agency, and fix its
date further back than the Mosaic era. These,
however, were the tales of ignorance, to conceal

Q?
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the wint of kinowledge ; hut the traces of long du-
rition were certainly evident, and from its size aid
form Kommodoo Praiw seems likely to resist the
effects of time for many ages. .
" Prom thé site of Kommodoo, e had au ex-
tended view of the fiver winding through a rich
and lével country. A considerable lake ldy to the
southward. The plains were now cultivating,
whilst niumerous villages and herds of cattle de-
noted population and plenty. At a short distance
froin the foot of the hill was a long-avenne formed
by a double row of tainarind frees of uhcommon
stateliness ‘artd beauty, under the shade of which a
line of shops was erected on either side, iWhere,
besides provisions and cloth, utensils in brass-ware,
and fireworks, were sold. On a green, a little way
retired from the road, we observed a niumber of
people employed in making rockets, the tibes of
which were tze solid trunks of trees bored after
the manner of & pump. In somie, the cavity of
. the cylinder was nine or ten inches in diameter,
and the wood abeut two inches thick. The length
of these tubes varied from twelve to twenty feet.
They were filled with 8 composition of charcoal,
saltpetre, and gunpowder, rammed in very hard.
The enormous size of Birman rockets has already
been noticed, in the account given of the fireivorks
- of Pegue; but several that we saw here, far ex-
ceeded those ih magnitude. The large ones ara
fired from a high sceffold erected for the purpose,
Bamboos_fastened together, of a length adapted to
preserve the poise, form the tail of the rocket. In
this branch of pyrotechny the Birmans take par-
ticular delight, and are extremely skilful.

‘The day was now far advanced, and the sun be
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b povertil. Having sativfed our curiosity,
wa ghlloped back to our boats, a distance of about
seven miles. 1 totk notice, ih my way, of fre:
quetit sheds buiilt at the side of the road, in which
pots of Wwater wate placed for the tefreshment of
travellers. '

Cheipatitg 18 the priiicipal emporiom to which
¢otton is broight from all parts of the cotsitry, and
where, aftet beltig cleaned, it is embarked for the
China market. %‘emales Perform the labour of
clearing it from the seels. This is effected by
double cylinders turned by a lathe, which the wo-
man wotks with et foot, whilst she supplies the
¢otton with kér hands. I was told that the most
opillent meérchant in the empire resides 4t Cha-
guilng, who dedls solely in this article. In the af-
terndon we loosed out boats, and dropped down té
Ava on the opposite side. .

Early on the following morning, I walked out
to examine the ruins of this deserted capital. Tha
disposition of its streets and buildings nearly re-
sembled that of Ummerapoora at the present day,
We could trace the separate divisious of the pa-
liice, amidst heaps of rubbish overgrown by weeds
and thorns. On the spot where, but a few years
since, the Lotoo stood, and justice was administer-
¢d to a mighty empire, pulse and Indian corn were
now growing. Passing to the westward, among
tiinious walls dnd fallen tetples, we came apon a
glood toad ; and a miserable old woman,- “ the sad

istorian ” and livibg eniblem of the place, pointed
out te way to Logatherpoo Praw, formerly the re-
sidence of the Seredaw, or high priest of the em-
dire, where the colossal image of Gaudma waa still
to be viewed.
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The area on which the temple stands, is a square
surrounded by an arcade of masonry ; on each side,
nine cubical towers are erected, and several build-
ings are comprehended within the space enclosed
by the arcade. The temple in which the stupen-
dous idol is placed, differs from the other pyrami-
dical buildings, by having an arched excavation that
contains the image. On entering this dome, our
surprise was greatly excited at beholding such a
monstrous representation of the divinity. It was
a Gaudma of marble seated on 8 pedestal, in its
customary position. The height of the idol, from
the top of the head to the pedestal on which it sat,
was nearly twenty-four feet. The head was eight
feet in diameter, and across the breast it measured
ten ; the hands were from five to six feet long ; the
pedestal, which was also of marble, was raised
eight feet from the ground. The neck and Jeft
side of -the image were gilded, but the right arm
and. shoulder remained uncovered. The Birmans
asserted, that this, like every other Gaudma which
I had seen of the same material, was composed of
one entire block of marble ; nor could we, on the
closest inspection, observe any junction of parts.
If what they said was true, it remains a matter of
much curiosity, to discover how such a ponderous
mass could be transported from its native bed, and
raised in this place. The building had evidently
been erected over the idol, as the entrance would
scarcely admit the introduction of the head. No
intelligent Birman happening to be with us, all
that I could learn in answer to my inquiries, was,
that the image had been placed there an hundred
years ago, by a king named Podoo Sembuan.
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Whatever may be its real history, 1t §s an extra-
ordinary specimen of idolatrous extravaganco.

On our return, we perceived 4 man driving a
-cart drawn by a pair of oxen, which was filled with
rubbish from the ruined buildings. I learnt that
be was carrying the load to a neighbouring brook
to wash it, expecting to dicover gold, silver, or
some article of vahwe, which not unfrequently hap.
pened. Old Ava is said to be the resort of nu-
-merous thieves, who find shelter and places of éon-
‘cenlment among the decayed religions edifices.

Our researches being ended, we re-emibarked,
and immediately got under wiy, the bonttnen wsing
their oars with ust sufficient force té aceelernte in
4 slight degres our motion down a gently ghiding
earrent.  'The river, except in thowe places where
Ay divided ite dtretn, was atiove & mile wide.
“A lintle before sunset; we browght to for the night
‘on the left hamd, under & high bank near the vown
of Samdsht, und in the evering we tdek oar cus-
‘tomary walk, which at this place was smiong lanes,
suparated by hedge-rows, encloMng flelds planted
with pulse, sessnum, and Indian corn.

We left Sandaht batites the next thevning, and

_vomtinued to floit down the stream, With little ex-
ettion or labour to bar people. The Yviver having
fullen ut least fiftden feot sines W time we came
i, we conld not, as befors, observa the towns end
-vitliges on euch side, ror -indeed could any object
b veen that was tiot irthmediately on the edge of
the danks, which hang perpeirdiendarly over the
tYivet, in meny plices to a considersble height;
Yut we knew when a town or a collection of houses
‘was #igh, by the ‘steps that were cut in the bank
T the ‘converiigtice of fetching water.  About
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four o'clock we passed the place where the Keen-
duem unites with the Irrawaddy. The mouth of
the former did not seem to be much diminished by
the change of season. 'We brought to in the
evening, on the east side, in the neighbourhood of
a poor village, a short way below Tirroup Mew,
where the country presented a cheerful aspect
Grass was growing, and cattle feeding in every
direction. .
On the following day, November 2d, we con-
tinued to travel in the same tranquil manner, the
carrent of the river flowing two or three miles an
hour with an unruffled surface. The weather was
gerene, and the temperature of the air moderate.
Abundance of water-fow], collected on the sands
which had recently emerged from the inunda-
tion, afforded us good shooting. As we ap-
proached the city of Nioundoh, I made inquiry
concerning the excavations in the banks, which
formerly had been the retreats of hermits, and was
told that no person would now venture to explore
them, as they had become the habitations of in-
numereble snakes and other noxious reptiles. We
brought to in the evening among a fleet of at least
two hundred large trading boats, which were
moored at the bank, waiting to deliver or receive
a lading. Nioundoh is a place of much commerce,
having usurped all the trade that formerly was
carried on at Pagahm. Cotton, japanned ware,
and oil extracted from sesamum, are the principal
articles of exportation. The land adjacent to the
town did not wear a more fertile aspect than when
we passed it four months before ;—no change of
season could effect an alteration in its barren soil ;
but on the opposite bank of the river, rich crope
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were waving, and cattle grazing in Juxurians pas-
" ture.
“ " Early on the following day we left Nioundoh,
and reached Pagahm by breakfast time. Although
the distance by land is so short that Nioundoh may
be called the modern appendage to ancient Pa-
gabm, yet we were above two hours between
them, owing to the circuitous course of the river,
which lengthens the way to eight or nine miles.
Mention of Pagahm has often occurred in this
narrative, a city celebrated for its numerous tem-
ples, and the traces which it bears of former mag-
nificence. To examine its extensive and various
ruins with the accuracy of a speculative traveller,
would have occupied more time than we had to
spare. Shortly after the fleet had brought to, I
was visited by the Mipudogee, or the person who
governed the town and district in the absence of
the prince. He informed me, that his royal mas-
ter was expected on the following day from Um-
merapoora. In the afternoon we walked out to
view a very curious and ancient temple, which was
repairing at the expense of the Engy Teekien, or
prince royal. It was built of masonry, and com-
prehended several arches forming separate domes,
into which four arched porches led, that faced the
four cardinal points. On each side of the doors, in
recesses in the wall, were seated gigantic human
figures made of stucco, with large staring eyes, and
the head protruded forward, as if to look at those
who approached the threshold. These, I was told,
were the supernatural porters of the doors, whose
power of perception was such, that they could
penetrate the recesses of the human breast, and
discover the sincerity of devotion. The Mioudo-
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gee observed, that it was the prince's intention to
gild this temple ; and that four viss of gold, abont
the value of six hundred pounds, were glready
prepared for that purpose, He added, that 3 gon-
siderable suma of silver had heen expended op the
repairs.

We were on this pccasion informed of g gir-
cumstance that shows how essily an p¥t, ence
well known, may be lost to a country from disase
and the capricipusness of fashion. Notwithstand-
ing that well-formed arches of brick are still ¢p~
be seen in meny of the ancient temples, yet Bir-
man workmen can no longer tura them.  Masenry
bas not in laster ages been much practised ; wohde
en buildings have superseded the more solid sirme-
tures of lrick and mortar, .

On ayr retyrn, the Mioudogee politely invited
ns to stop and rest puyrselves at bis housse, We
peeepted the ipvitation, and were yshered into a
commodious dwelling enclosed by 8 railing, where
we found several persons seated in a spacious ball.
Soon after our entrance, the Miondogee’s wife came
forth from an inner apartment, and sat down by her
husband. She wag attended by two female ser-
vants, and beld by the hand her daughter, a pretty
delicate ¢child shont eighs years of age, who was
not at gll alarmed et the sight of strangers, but
came and examined my bat and epaulette with
much engaging familisrity. Her father was ex-
wemely civil, Not knowing that we had horses, he
kindly offered us the use of his, if we choge ta re-
main another day, and amyse ourselvgs by riding
through the ancient city, which was too extensive
to be traversed in o short a time on foot. Doctor
Buchanan haying expressed a wish to examine the
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riumber of boats, and heard the shouts-of the peo-
ple, who welcomed their royal governor with every
demonstration of joy.

Being unacquainted with the etiquette proper to’
be observed on such an occasion, I consulted the
Mioudogee, whether a visit from me was expected,
or would be agreeable to the prince. He replied,
that my paying a visit would lay the prince under
the necessity of desiring our stay for two or three
days, to partake of an entertainment. As such a
ceremony could not be convenient to him, and had’
no inducement for me, I sent Baba-Sheen to apo--
logize in my name, pleading haste and the lateness
of the season as my excuse for not having the ho-
nour to wait on him, )

At sunrise next morning, the Prince of Prome
passed by, with & very numerous and noisy reti-
nue. From the number of boats, there could not
be fewer than three or four thousand persons. All
the boatmen were singing in unison with the strokes
of their oars. The Maywoon of Pegue, who was’
in his suite, sent me a complimentary message,
saying that he meant to attend the prince as far as’
Meeaday, his own jaghire, or estate, where he
should wait our arrival.

We were delayed at Pagahm, by our boat peo-
ple, till near ten o’clock, when we pushed off.’
The river, during the early part of this day, where
islands of sand did not intervene, was not less than”
two miles wide. At one place, however, the chan-
nel cont.racted, and the current rushed round a
projecting rock, with excessive rapidity. ° We saw
several ranges of hills, some of which approached’
hear the river, but’ these were of no ‘considerable
magnitade. The Armacan mountains, fifty or sixty
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miles distant, which were visible at intervals, tow-
ered high above the rest. In the evening we
reached Sillamew, an ancient city which had once
been a place of considerable note. A little way
to the northward, we perceived the ruins of a brick
fort, erected in a very judicious situation ; the ditch

,and wall were still to be traced. We had been so
much engaged, when we were here before, with
the silk and cotton merchants who brought their
goods to sell, that we entirely overlooked the site
of this fortress ; an oversight that might easily hap-
pen, as its ramparts and towers are nearly level
with the dust
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CHAPTER 1X.

ARRIVE AT SEMBEWGHEWN— POLITENESS OF

" THE MAYWOON OF ARRACAN—YANANGHE>
OUM—WELLS OF PETROLEUM—PATANAGO—
MEEADAY—FRIENDLY ATTENTION OF THE
MAYWOON OF PEGUE—KAYN, OR MOUNTAIN-
EERS—STRANGE CUSTOM—NOTIONS OF RELI~
GION—PULOO-—~PROME-~—VISIT THE SITE OF
AN ANCIENT CITY—PEEINGHEE—MAYAHOUN
~—PREJUDICE OF BIRMAN BOATMEN——DISA~
GREEABLE CIRCUMSTANCE—WESTERN RIVER
~—DENQOBEW-——ENTER THE RANGOON BRANCH
OF THE IRRAWADDY—MOSQUITOES—MEET
-CAPTAIN THOMAS—ARRIVE AT RANGOON,

We departed from -Sillshmew at the customary
hour, and by nine o’clock in the moming reached
Sembewghewn on the east bank of the river. The
town is a league inland ; but there is a village at
the place where boats usually stop. We perceiv-
ed a temporary house at some distance, such as is
built for the accommodation of a8 man of rank
when he travels, surrounded by small huts ; and
were informed that it was the encampment of the
governor of Arracan. This officer had been newly
appointed, and wes ‘on his way to take posseesiop
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of his vice-royalty, which confers the title of May-
woon on the possessor, and is accounted one of the
most important governments of the empire. I
sent & message to him with cemplimegts, and a
request that he would forward a despatch for me to
Chittagong, the frontier British province that bor-
ders on Arracan. He obligingly undertook the
commission, and punctually fulfilled His promise.
I bhad afierwards the satisfaction to know, that the
first advice which the Governor-general received
of my proceedings at Ummerapoora, was by this
conveyance.

We continued at Sembewghewn only a short
time. . I did not land; but the Doctor went on
shore. He saw nothing, however, that merited
particular notice. Mr Wood remained till the af-
ternoon, to.observe the distance between the sun
and moon ; the latter being at this time visible,
and the sky unclouded. We rowed till two o’clock,
at which hour we reached Yaynangheoum, or Pe--
troleun Creek—a place already noticed in our
journey up the river.

Doctor Buchanan partook of an early dinner
with me ; and when the sun had descended so low
a8 to.be no longer inconvenient, we mounted our
horses to visit the celebrated wells that produce
the oil, an article of universal use throughout the
Birman empire. The face of the country was
cheerless and sterile; the road, which wound among
rocky eminences, was barely wide enough to ad-
mit the passage of a single cart; and in many
places, the track in which the wheels must run
was a foot and a half lower on one side than the
other. There were several of these lanes, some

R 2
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mute creuttons thah vthers, according 1o the situ-
ativn of the smal Mils wmrong which they led.
Vehitlés, going aitd -vétutting, were this enabled
t6 puisue - different ' routes, extept #t particnlir
phaces, wheré the hature of the ground would only
admit of otte roid. Wheh & ctirt came to the eh-
tharice of such a defile, the driver bafloved out to
stop any that ihight interfere with Hint from the
opposite side, nt part being tifficiently wide for
tWo carts to pasts, The hlils, of rathet hiliocks,
were covered with gravel, and yielded o other ves
getation than a few stunted bushes, The wheels
had worn ruts déeep ifito the rdck, whith ‘seetmed
to be rather a mass of concrdted gravel, than hard
stome, and marny pieces of petrified wood lay
strewed about. It is retharkable, thut wherever
these petrifactions were found, the soil was
ditctive, and the ground destitate of verdirs, The
evening being far advanted, we met bt fety thrts,
These which we did obséive Wire drawh each by
a pair of oxen, and of 8 lehgth disproportionste to
the breadth, to allow space for the earthen pots
that comtaitied the oll. It wiis & matter of str-
ptise to us, how they could coitvey such brittle
ware, with ity degree Of sufety, over 40 rugged d
road. Each pot Wils packed ih & separdte basket,
and laid on strew ; hotwithstanding which precan-
tion, the ground all the way was strewed with the
fiuginents of the vessels, ind wet with ofl ; for tin
ca¥é can preveitt the fractare of some in every jour~
néy. Asweapproached the pits, which were more dise
tent than we had imsgined, the country became less
uneven, and the soil produced herbage; it was

dark when we reached them, and the labourers
bad retired from work, There scemed to be a great
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Matty phs within g emall compass.  Walking to the
néatest, we fotind the apettare about four feet
square, and the sides as far &8 we could see down
srere lined with timber ; the oil fs drawn up in an
iron pot, fustened to a rope passed over a wooden
¢ylinder, which revolves on dn axis supported by
two uptight posts. When the pot is filled, two
men teke the rope by the end, and tun down a décli-
vity, which is cut in the ground, to a distance equi-
valent to the depth of the well. Thus, when they
reach the end of their track, the pot is raised to
its proper elevation ; the contents, water and oil
together, are then discharged into a cistern, and
fhie water is aftertvards drawn off thtough a hole
st the bottom. Otir guide, an sctive intelligent
fellow, went to a neighbouting hotee and procuréd
& well rope, by means of which we were enabled to
iteasure the depth, and ascertained it to be thirty-
séven fathoms; but df the quantity of oil at the
Dottom we codld ot Julge. "The owner of the
ropé, who followed odr guide, affitmed, that wheti
@ pit yielded as'much as camne up to the waist of
of & ittan, it was deemed toletably productive. H
it reached to his neck, it was sbindaut ; but that
which rose no higher than the khee was accounted
indifferent. ‘When & well is exhausted, they re-
store the spring by cutting deeper into the rock,
which is extremely hard ih those places where the
oil is produced. Governtnent farm out the ground
thdt supplies this usefal commodity ; and it is a-
gain let to adventurers, who dig wells at their own
havard, by which they sometimes gain, and often
T9se, as the labour and expense of digging are con~
sidersble. 'The oil 1s sold on the spot for & mere
trifle; J think two or three hundred pots for »



W0 EMBASSY TO AVA.

tackal, or half-a-cr own. The principal charge is
incurred by the transportation and purchase of ves-
sels. We had but half gratified our curiosity when
it grew dark, and our guide urged us not to re-
main any longer, as the road was said to be infest~
ed by tigers, that prowled at night among the
rocky uninhabited ways, through which we had to
pass. We followed his advice, and returned, with
greater risk, as I thought, of breaking our negks
from the badness of the road, than of being de-
voured by wild beasts. At ten o’clock we reached
our boats without any misadventure.

We left Yaynangheoum before sunrise, and,
committing ourselves to the current, glided almost
imperceptibly down the stream, the boatmen lying
in idle ease, .some on the roof, and others on the
lateral platforms of the vessel ; whilst their only
occupation was singing, praying, and sleeping by,
turns. The present manner of passing their time,.
was & contrast to what they experienced on the
former j  journey, during which their labour had been,
excessive and without intermission. They all ap-.
peared pleased to return to Rangoon, where the.
necessaries of life are much cheaper than at the
capital. We lay this night near the town of Pa-.
tanago, 8 place already noticed. Walking out in:
the afternoon, I started several hares.. The coun-
try abounds in game, and is beautifully diversified
with hanging woods and rising grounds.

The fleet parted from Patanago very early. Dr.
Buchanan's boat going ahead of the rest, he reached
Loonghee half an hour before his companions, and,
profiting by his celerity, went on shore at this ro-
mantic spot, where we had passed several days on
our journey upwards. He walked to some dis-.
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tanee, in the hope of finding frult on  trea which
sbout four months before he had left in the earliest
stage of blossom ; but the fruit had since that time
tipened and decayed, and the tree was now put.
ting forth fresh lowers, Between this place and
Meeaday, there are seversl tidges of low hills,
tlothed with wood, and destltute of cultivation,
which my people said were the haunts of namerons
tigers and elephants, At stidet we got to Meea-
‘day, and perceived & number of boats fastened to
the bank below the town, and ameng others we
distinguished that of the iVIaywoon of Pegue. I
immediately sent a message to his house, notifying
‘our arrival, and in rettum received a civil reply,
expressing a desire to see me.

On the following morning, about nine o'clock,
8 tiephdw of the Maywoon ¢ame down to weleome
ws.  After conversing some time, I walked with
him to visit his relation, by whom I was received
with every demonstration of friendship, He po-
litely asked me to remain at Meeaday for a day or
two, and visit his garden and country house. But
#8 the season was advanced, I felt solicitous to a-
Void tnnecessary delay, and therefore excused my-
self. In fact, our stay would have put him to an
fnconvenience, having business, he said, to adjust
ou his estate, which would ethploy him for seve-
al days, but he expected to arrive at Rangoon as
soon as ourselves, On my expressing & desire to
see some of the mountaineers called Kayn, he
obligingly offered to send one of his attendants to
a village a few miles off; inhabited by these peo-
ple, with directions to bring some of them.for our
inspection, dressed in the proper gatb of theit coun«
try. I understood from him thay since our de-
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parture from Ummerapoora, not less than 50,000
persons had left that city, in the train of the seve
ral princes and men of rank, who, after paying
homage at the golden feet, had returned to their
respective governments., When I took leave, he
ordered a pair of horses to be brought from his
stable, and requested my acceptance of them,
They were very handsome, and one was of an un,
common colour, having a number of circular black
&pots on a milk white skin. In return, I presented
him with a marquee made of European canvas,
lined with English broad cloth, and my rifle-bar-
relled gun, which I more highly valued.
. In the evening I walked over grounds which &
had often trode before. Every thing in this dis-
trict seemed to be flourishing. The peasants and
farmers acknowledge, in the Maywoon, a mild and
beneficent landlord. If they were not so opulent
as some, they were not so poor as many others.
Content, I thought, shone in every countenance,
and comfort appeared to be an inmate of every
dwelling. In my walks I saw a good deal of game,
and shot a henza, or Braminy goose. The na-
tives, although it is the symbol of their natiom,
hold the bird in no estimation. It is somewhat
larger than a bamacle ; the plumage is beautiful,
_but the flesh indifferent. .
Next morning, on my return from a long ride,
I found a number of people collected on the banks
opposite to our boats. These, I learned, were the
Kayn, or mountaineers, with their conductors, for
whom the Maywoon had sent on the preceding
day. I desired that the principal man and woman
should be brought on board. This curious couple
were dressed in their best aftire, consisting of an
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il shaped dl@évéd cont made of coarse black cot.’
- ton cloth. That of the man was much shorter’

of white, red, and yellow. The man had a belt
over his right shoulder, from which was suspended
8 pouch, ornamented with strings and smal] shells.
On their heads they wore fillets nearly in the Biy-
man manner. To the woman’s were fastened tas-
sels, composed of the Calyptra of the Buprestis
ignita.  She had also decorated her neck and arms
with many strings of beads and cowries ; but the
most remarkable part was her face, which was tat-
tooed all over in lines mostly describing segments
of circles. This ceremony, which in some other
countries is perforined on'the parts of women not
publicly exposed, among the Kayn is confined whol-
ly to the visages of their femalcs, to which, in the
eye of an unaccustomed beholder, it gives a most
éxtraordinary appearance. The aspect of the wo-
man, thoug-h she was not old, nor in other respects
ugly, from the effect of the operation was truly
bideous, I asked the origin of the custom. This
they did not know, but said it haq existed from
time immemorial, and that it ‘was invariably per-
forined on every female at a certain age, I im-
mediately employed my painter to make a drawing
of these singular figures, in the attitude in which
they stood before me—a task which he performed
in two hours, with great exactness, and drew strik-
ing resemblances. There was sqme difficnlty in
taking a likeness of the man, who was alarmed
and restless, ‘from a supposition that we were im-
Posing magical spells upon him; but the Wwoman
stood still with her hands crossed, ap parently in
petfect good humour-and content. - iey spoke
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are

father and mother of the warld, who grow oa the
earth a8 two trees in a field, one ever greqn, the
other dry.” Whas he meant by this metpphor
we could not tell, unless it was & type of succes-

to them after mortal decssas, They burn thelr
dead, and afterwards colleet their ashes i ap )

which they eonvey to @ hause, whera, if the
contain the relics of 3 man, they keep it six ds;
lfawomn,ﬁm,aﬂerwhahxtmmdm
place of intermens, amd depewited in & grave; and
on the sod that covars if, i lsid & weoden immge

of the deceased, to pray o the Mauwnsing, aod pror
tect the bones end aiheg,

%yﬁi

ed by the barmiess mataugle rese that inhebis ﬁho
lofty mountsins whieh divide Aryaean fmm AV,
and who, 28 children of patare, delighting in their
wild and native frepdom, are for the mast part ime
supersbly averse t9 hold any commerce with the
people of the plains. The Birmars, siuce the aom~
guest of Arracan, have compelled mpny, and al-

’
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lured a few, to settle in villages at the bases of
the hills, where they are treated with a humanity
that tends o comciliate them to their new and
more civilized state. A large proportion of Kayn
are, however, still independent. The Birmans have
not yet carried sacrilegious invasion te their holy
mountain, which probably is not worth acqniring.
When a Kayn dies within the jurisdictien of the
Birmans, the relations of the decessed always con- |
vey the urn, and the image of the departed person,
to Gnowa, there to deposit them in hallowed
earth, These people have no letters, nor any law,
except castera. To this the Birmaus prudently
leave them, never interfering in their municipal
* and social economy.

Our curiosity being satisfied, we left Meeaday
88 soon as the painter bad finished the drawings,
The country throngh which we sailed this day had
8 pleasing appearance ; spots of cultivation and
fncl;uent tov:‘:s skirted the river, while small hills
clothed with trees rose behind them. We passed
in our wey through a flock of thirty or forty ele~
phents, who wers swisuming agross the river, car-
rying their riders on their necks. These were all,
fomales, and had been employed in hunting their
own spoties. Males are seldom used by the Bir-.
mans for thet purpose. Late in the evening we
byewght. 40 at & small tewn ealled Pullac, where.
thers is & cwstomhouse, having now emtered the
government of the Prince of Prome.

We got wnder way early the ensuing mornisg, -
and about twe o'clock stepped at the lewer sub-
wbs of Preme, in the midst of a greas concourse:
of beste. Landing our hoises, we rede in the

VoL. I, - B g
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évening to view the site of a very ancient city,

which ages ago was the residence of a dynasty of
Pegue kings, before their country had submitted

to the Birman yoke. On our right, we left a large

temple named Shoe Senda Praw, situated on an-
eminence, round the foot of which were several

kioums, or monasteries. Pursuing a southerly di-

rection, we came on a level road leading through
well cultivated fields, interspersed with groves of
tall palmyra trees. We observed the channels of
two rivers at this time almost dry, but which in

the rainy season roll down an impetuous current’
from the mountains, and empty their waters into

the Irrawaddy. By these streams, teak timber is

floated from the forests during the monsoon, and

is sold here very cheap. A plank three inches

thick, and from sixteen to twenty feet long, may:
be purchased for a tackal, or half a crown. The

soil in the neighbourhood of Prome is remarksbly :
well adapted for gardens, and we met several per-

sons carrying loads of fruit on their heads to mar-

ket. The evening was far advanced before we-
reached Yeettee, on entering which we passed

through an old gateway, thmt appeared to be nar- .
rower, but of greater depth, than any we had yet -
seen; indeed the ruinons state both of the gate-

way and the wall rendered it difficult to judge ac- -
curately of their dimensions. Within we could

distinguish nothing but houses and fields, and it

was now too late to explore the antiquities of the

place. Two intelligent men, whom we overtook

riding along the road, informed us, that it had oncs
been a great fortified city of a square form, each

sikle measurng & space equal to two miles and a

balf; that it Lad flourished for several centuries
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before the fall of the Pegue monarchy;.and that
the vestiges of the imperial palace and a large tem-
ple were still remaining.

During our ride we observed two caravans of
waggons drawn up in a circular form, in the same
manner as those we had remarked at Meeaday on’
our journey to the capital. Here, however, the’
number of carts was much greater; one of the
caravans containing not less than a hundred, which
were disposed in two circles, one within the other,
presenting a very formidable barrier against the
assaults either of men or of wild beasts. They
were chiefly loaden with gnapee and salt fish, and
had come from a town called Omow, situated on
. the banks of a lake, where fish is caught in such
abundance, as to constitute an article of commer-
cial exportation. The road in this direction seem-
ed to be well made, and much frequented. The
Ledegee, or steersman, of Dr Buchanan’s boat,
who had travelled by land from Prome to Ran-
goon, a journey of six days, said, that it was equal-
ly good the whole way. Timber and stone flags
are the principal articles of export trade at Prome.

When the day broke we resamed our journey ;
the temperature of the air was now extremely plea-
sant, and the mornings and evenings cool. At
sunrise, the quicksilver in the thermometer stood
at 67 degrees. In the earlier part of this day, the
villages, particularly those on the east bank, had a
very inviting appearance, from the orchards of
plantain, mango, and other fruit-trees, with which
they were surrounded. After passing Peinghee,
the country assumed a rougher aspect. The river,
at the narrow strait where our bost had been’
wrecked on the way up, did not now run with'
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suci rapid violence as before, Just above Tir-
roupmiou, we passed a large island covered with
reeds and brushwood, which the boat people said
was much infested by tigers, The handsome town
of Kainggain was situated below it. We conti-’
nued our course till after dark, and passing the
lights of the lorig and populous ¢ity of Mayshoun,
- formerly Loonzay, brought to at the west bank, &
Little to the southward of the town; but it wus
too late to think of landing, N o
Next miorning (Nov. 13th) we put off, at att
early hour, In the middle of the preceding night
I had been alarmed by a scene of discord between
the boatmen and my people, which had nearly g)ro-
duced serious consequences. The Birmans haves
a superstitious abhorrence of any person’s passing
over them when they are asleep ; it s deemed &
great indignity, as well as injurious from the ap-’
g;t;hended effects of supernatural agency. The
tmen usially slept either on the roof of the
boat, or on the platform projecting from the sides,
- whilst my people occupied the. inner part. It hap-
pened that in the night, one of the soldiers went
out on the platform, and, regardless of the Bir-
mans who were taking thieir rest, stepped over
them without ceremony, most likely ignordnt of
their prejudice, and perhaps half asleep himself.
One of the Birmans, Eowever, chanced unluckily
to be awake, who, jumping up, instantly attacked
the offender with his fists ; & scuffle ensued, at-
tended with no small outcry. The other Birmans’
rose, and armed themselves with the bamboos that_
were kept for oar bandles. The soldiérs flew to
their bayonets, and my servants were preparing to
« t8ke their part. In this state of hostility I came
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among them, just time enough to prevent mischief.
The Seree of Rangoon and the Ledegee at length
pacified the enraged crew, and I ordered my own
people to return to their births. This accident
produced no future enmity, and it was the only
disagreement that occurred. The Birmans, though
sometimes irascible, were in general extremely
good tempered, and seldom refused to accommo-
date the colars (strangers), even at the expense of
their own convenience.

We rowed all this day through a country not
so well cultivated or so thickly inhabited as that
we had passed on the preceding. A little below
Shainwah, a considerable branch of the river takes
a south-westerly course, leading, we were inform-
ed, to Bassien; it is called Keidowa, and some-
times Anou Kioup, or the Western River. The
Arracan mountains were visible in the north-west
quarter. We brought to after dark, a little above
Henzadah, under a reedy bank, from which we
were invaded by myriads of troublesome insects.

The following day brought us, without any re-
markable incident, to Denoobew. The high bank
and besutiful sitnation of Terriato or Mango vil-
lage, on the west side, tempted me to go on shore.
It is a charming spot. The town is inconsider-
able, but the houses are neat and commeodious.
Denochew, where we arrived after sunset, is dis-
tinguished by a fine temple, and is also celebrated
for its manufactory of mats, which are made here
in beantiful variety, and superior in quality to what
are fabricated in any other part of the empire.
Long reeds and grass skirted the banks during the
greatest part of this day’s journey

s 2
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From Denocobew to Yangain Clingab, the river
preserves nesrly a direct course. About ten o’clock
in the moruing of the 15th, we got to the entrance
of the Panlang river, where it separates from the

stream, in the same manner as the Hoogly.
does from the Ganges. The principal branch, pur-
suing a southerly course, divides, as it approaches
the sea, into a number of channels, which are filled
by the tide, and are for the most part navigable.
The river we now entered is called by various
names, Ashay Kioup, or the Eastern River, Pan-
lang River, and Rangoon River, the width of which
did not exceed four bundred yards. The eastern
bank is within the jurisdiction of Pegue; but the
opposite country is included in the province of
Dalla, and is governed by a person of a much less
dignified title than Maywoon. Through the high
reeds which on each side overhung the water, se-
veral pathways were made leading to Carrian vil-
lages. As we passed, I perceived a watercourse,
which my people said came from a lake called
Mallatoo. We had now reached the place, where,
in going up, we had been so severely teazed by
mosquitoes, and again felt their venomous in-
fluence. They even aseailed us in the ddy-time,
and in such numbers, that we were obliged to fot-
tify our legs with boots, and put on thick gloves,
whilst by continually flapping with an handker-
chief, we endeavoured to defend our faces. But
no sooner had darkness commenced, thin these
troublesome insects redoubled their attacks, in
such multitudes, of such a.size, and so poisonous,
that 1 am persuaded if an Europesn with a deli-
cate skin were to be exposed uncovered to their
. Favages for one night, it would nearly prove fatal.
b
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Even the Birman boatmen, whose skius are not
easily penetrated, cannot repose within their so-
tion ; and my Bengal servants actusally cried out
in torment. I lay in boots with my clothes on,
and a domble napkin over my face, and even thus
could procure no rest. About nine ¢’clock we
anchored below the town of Panlang, being unable
to stem the tide; and at eleven my people hailed
a strange boat coming with the ficod, that rowed
towards us. Instantly I heard an European voice,
to which I had not of late been accustomed, and
soon recognised that of Captain Thomas of the
Seahorse. I bad sent an express when we were
at Meeaday, to apprise him of our approach, and
desire him to get ready for sea. He had learned
from a small vessel that we were at hand, and
came thus far to meet us. It being impossible to
sleep, we passed the night in conversation. The
account he gave of his treatment by the municipal
government of Rangoon during my absence, and
of the conduct of the Birmans in general towards
his crew, was perfectly satisfactory. He had un-
rigged his ship during the monsoon, and covered,
the decks with an awning of mats, as a protection

inst the weather. Being il possession of a
tolerably commodious house near the quay, he ob-
ligingly offered me a room in it. Of this I availed
myself, baving no intention to remain at Rangoon
longer than was absolutely necessary, and hoped
to limit my stay to a very few days. At midmight
we got under way, and brought to agein at six in
the morning. The banks on each side of the river:
do not indicate much cultivation in its neighbour-
hood ; but of the state of the interior country we
could not judge, being prevented by the busher
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. and tall reeds from seeing any distant objeets. At
ten o'clock the boatmen resumed their labour, and
we passed on the left a very miserable village
named Teetheet. We were again obliged to an-
chor on account of the tide, and early on the
morning of the 17th of November landed at Ran-

goon.
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CHAPTER X.

IMPERIAL ORDER REGISTERED AT THE RHOOM
~—REFLECTIONS ON OUR COMMERCE AND CON-
NEXION WITH THE BIRMAN EMPIRE—RECEIVE
A VISIT FROM THE MAYWOON—ACCOUNT OF
A CARRIAN VILLAGE— BIRMAN GAME OF
CHESS=—INSTANCE OF A TRIAL BY ORDEAL =
LETTER FROM THE MAYWOON TO THE GO-
VERNOR-GENERAL—TAKE- LEAVE— EMBARK
ON BOARD THE SEAHORSE—VOYAGE TO BEN-
GAL-—CONCLUSION,

Tue Maywoon of Pegue arfived &t Rangoon a
few hours after we bad Janded. I paid him a vi-
sit on the following morning, and apprised him of
my intention to sail for Bengal in & few days, when
he politely said, ‘that he would continue at Ran-
goon untll we departed. He informed me, that
the orders for carrying into effect the late regula-
tions wauld be publicly read and registered at the
Rhoam on the following day ; and he invited me
to send a confidential person to be present at the
ceremony ; adding, that the records were always
open to public inspection, and that whoever chose
might at any time procure a copy, by [:aying &
trifling fee to the officer of the court.
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It mey not be improper, in this stage of my
narrative, to offer a few observations on the rele-
tive connexion that subsists between the British
possessions in India and the Birman empire; to
point out the compmercial objects that render the
intercourse desirable, and the political necessity
there is for our preserving such a degree of na-
tional influence with that govenment, as msy en-
able us hereafter to counteract auy sttempts to di-
minish our weight, or to erect an alien power,
that might eventually injure our interests, and
even one day rival our authority. The propriety’
of discussing a subject of so much moment natu-
rally suggests itself; but a moment’s reflection
serves to convince us, that it ought not to be pass-
ed over in silence. It is too true, that the im-
portance of the objects is hidden only from our-
selves. Those against whom it is mest incumbent
on us to guard, are well apprised of their extent
and magnitade ; but even were it otherwise, the
security which is to arise from the suppression of
points of general knowledge, is fallacious and with-
out dignity. Prudence requires that the transac-
tions of a cabinet should not be divulged ; but that
policy must be very short-sighted which attempts
to conceal from the world what every person may
discover—the bounties of Providence, the products,
resources, and local atdvantages of a great em-
pire. :

British India is more deeply concerned in her
commerce and connexion with that part of the
Birman empire called Pegue, than many persons,
in other respects intimately versed in the affairs of
India, seem to be aware. This interest points to’
three distinct objects; first, to secure from that
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q\mmsr regular supplies of timber for ship-buila-:
ing, without which the British marine of India
comld exist but on a very contracted scale; se-
condly, to introduce into that country as much of
our manufactures as its consumption may require,’
and to endeavour to find a mart in the south-west-
dominions of China, by means of the great river’
of Ava; thirdly, to guard with vigilance against
every encroachment .or advance which may be
made by foreign nations to.divert the trade into-
other channels, and obtain a permanent settlement:
in a country so contiguous to the capital of our
possesswns. This last consideration supersedes all
others in the magnitude of the consequences that
mlght ultimately result from it.

It is impossible to impress my reader, by anyx
stronger proof, with the vast importance of the’
Pegue trade, than briefly to state, that a durable’
vessel * of burden cannot be built in the river of-
Bengal, except by the aid of teak plank, which is-

ble from Pegue alone ; and that if the tim-
ber trade with that country should, by any act of
power, be wrested from us, if it should be lost by
misfortune, or forfeited through misconduct, the -
marine of Calcntta, which of late years has proved
a source of unexampled prosperity to our principal
spttlement, 4 essentially benefited the parent conn-

" * Ships have been constructed of saul wood, and ef ©0-*
thér indigenous timber of Bengal; but on trial they were
not found to be serviceable. ’

4 The following remarkable instance of public spint
wHl evince the advantages that have aiready been derived
by the parent country from the marino of India, snd the
Lenefit that may in future be expected.

Tn-the year 1704, when the horfors of impending fa-°
mine aggravated the miseries of war, the Secret Comynit-
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uy, aid given bonsumble sifinence 40 individnols,.
mnst be rednced searly to sunibiletion, without
the posithility of our being able to find any ade-,

substitute for the matarial of which we phenid.
be deprived. ‘Within the last eix years, some of
the finest merchant ships ever seem in the river.
Thames bgve arrived from Calonatts, * where they,
wewe built of teak timber; ard, sfter delivering
valuable csrgoes in Londan, wers wesfully em-

d in the service of the etise. Ner woewld the
destraction of the Pegwe Grade be confined solely,.
in its effocts, to Bengal. The other settlements

m the Court of Directors, at the recommendation of
ajesty’s ministers, transmitted by express to Lord’
exgnmouth then Governorugenenl of India, intelligence’
of the calamity that threstenod Grest Britsin, desiring
whatever aid the Govarnment of India could supply,” On.
receipt of the despatch, the Governor-general, with thag.
promptitude and energy which distinguished his adminis-
tration, exerted the influence of government with such
effect, that 14,000 tons of shipping, almost entirely Lndia
built, were freighted %o carry xice 4o England ; und werp
loaden and cleared from the port of Calcutta in less than
five months from the date of the arrival of the letter.
This sup J with the exception of the ¢asuslties of the
sen,ardv mouoppammcly for the relief of tiwe pooe of
and reduced the price of that excellent articlp of
food to three halfpevce a pound, So extraordinary an
exertion is neither so widely known, nor so ustly appre-
ciated, as it meris. -1t is & circumstance etts
the hlghest credit on all the parties cancerned, and de-
serves 1o he recorded, in order te declare te pesterity the
vast resousrces of %tBnup which was enabled ta
draw seasonable supplies of provisioa for the relief of the
metropolis, from d at the di of wear~
1y twe-thirds of the equatorial circumferense of the globm.
* The Cavera apd she Gabriel, built e Caloutt& of
Pegue timber, are now in the river, and exhibit no con-
temptible apecimens of the naval architecture of India.
The port of Calcutta can furmish 40,000 tons of shipping.
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® The Superb,'a very fine ship, which was on thestocks
when I was at Rangoon, has lately delivered a valuable
cargo in the river Thames. The Laurestone also, a ves-
sel of considerable force, which, I believe,was taken into
the French line during the last war, was constructed ay
the same port. .~ - -

VOL. 1l. T

N
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The shipwrights, however, are as expert as any
workmen of the East; and their models, which
are all from France, ate excellent. The detriment,
therefore, that arises to us from the construction of
ships at Rangoon, is not less evident than the be-
nefit that we derive from importing the unmanu-
factured materisl. =~ The Birmans, sagaciously
knowing their own interest, set us an example of
policy, by remitting all duty on cordage, canvas,
and wrought iron, provided these articles are bona
Jide brought for the equipment of a new vessel.
The port charges also are not exacted from a new
ship on leaving the river to proceed on her first
voyage. A conduct on their part so wise, sug-
gests to us the expediency of adopting some mea-
sures for our own interest. An alien duty, ora
modified disqualification, would probably, like the
. acts of Parliament in aid of British navigation,
prove the most effectual remedy. Trade cannot
be prosecuted in the Indian seas to any extent,
except with British ports. Many objections, it is
true, may be made to such a proposition ; but the
good resulting t0 us wowd be immediate and cer-
tain; whilst the ill consequences, if any there be,
are equivocal and remote.

But if we are called upon. by our interest in a
commercial point of view, tc check the growth of
ship-building at Rangoon, how much more import-
ant is the subject when seen in a political light ?
It is a fact which appears to merit some consi-
deration, and is perhaps not generally adverted to,

- that in a very few years, and at a smsll compara-
tive expense, a formidable navy may rise on the
banks of the Irrawaddy, from the forests of Pegue.
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It is probably not known, that artificers * are edu-
cating by our enemies for that express purpose,
whilst we encourage their progress in the science, .
by enabling them to derive benefit and acquire ex-
perience at the same time. National security,
therefore, as well as mercantile advantage, strong-
ly urge a vigilant attention to a quarter whence
the means of injury to ourselves may so abund-
antly be drawn.

The imports inte Rangoon from the British det-
tlements, in the year 1794-5, amounted, I was in-
formed, to more than twelve lacks of rupees, about
135,000L sterling. Thes8 consisted chiefly of coarse
piece goods, glass, hardware, and broad cloth. The
demand for the last article, in the year 1795, was

" considerable. Returns were made almost wholly in
timber. A few unimportant commedities are annu-
ally carried from Pegue to the coast of Pedier and
the Prince of Wales's Island, for the China market.
The timber trade, though attended with a certain
-advantage to the carrier, yet, not producing such
‘large profits as a. more hazardous venture to the
Eastern straits, to China, and the Malay coast, is
seldom prosecuted by merchants of the highest
commercial credit, who aim at making a fortune
‘by the success of a single voyage, for which the
ship is usually freighted with that valuable and al-
luring drug opium, so eagerly sought after by the
Chinese, yet so strictly prohibited by their govern-
ment. Owing to this enterprising spirit among
merchants’in India, a ship is seldom sent to carry
wood, except when the owners have not funds to

* The French have long maintained an agent at Ran-
goon, and are thoroughly acquainted with the advantages
which the country of Pegue offers.
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provide a more valuable cargo; and this inmhility fre-
guently extends even to the means of defraying the
expense of a lading of timber. Henee the master
of a vessel often finds himself emburrassed when
-on the eve of departure, and the vessel is some-
times detained by legal demands which be canndt
discharge.  Difficulty produces contention, and
provokes bitter and generally groundless invectives
against the laws of the country, which though op-
préssive to the subject, are certainly lenient to fo-
reigners.
Timber for marttime parposes is the enly article
the Birman empire produces of which we stand ih
- indispensable need ; and to premote or encourage
the culture and exportation of these commodities,
which form the valuable staples of British Indis,
almost all of which the kingdom of Ava is capable
of yielding, would operate to the mdnifest injury
of our own provinces. We require, and should seek
for nothing more than a mart for our manufactur-
ed goods, and, in retam, to bring back their un-
wrought materials. Interference in any other
shape appears to be impolitic, and likely, i the
end, to prove prejudicial to ourselves.

The maritime ports of this great empire are
commodious for shipping, and better situated for
Indian commerce than those of any other power.
Great Britain possesses the western side of what
is called the Bay of Bengal; the government.of
Ava the eastern ; which is far superior to the for-
mer in the facilities it affords to navigation. From
the mouth of the Ganges to .Cape Comorin, the
whole range of our continental territory, there is
not a single harbour capable of affording shelter to
a vessel of five hundred tons burden. It is an un-
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broken line of exposed shore, where ships must
ride in open roads; but Ava comprehends within
her extent of coast three excellent ports-—Negrais,
the most secure harbour in the bay ; Rangoon, and
Mergui, each of which is equally convenient, and
much more accessible than the river of Bengal,
which is the only port in our possession within
the bay.

The entrance into the river of Bengal presents
a8 intricate and dangerous a channel as any that is
known. And during three months of the year, a
ship, in leaving the Ganges, incurs considerable
hazard from being obliged to beat against a foul .
wind, in shoal water, among surrounding sands;
but from the harbour of Negrais a ship lannches at
once into the open bay, and may work to the
southward, without any other impediment than
what the monsoon opposes. Rangoon, at that
particular season, is more perilous than Negrais,
especially to vessels bound from the Straits of
‘Malacca, Palo Penang, and other eastern ports.
These, if not well acquainted with the violent cur-
rent setting at that period to the eastward, are li-
able to be deceived in their reckoning, and, ima-
gining themselves to be farther west then they
really are, sometimes stand too much to the north-
ward, till they get entangled among the shoals of
what is called the Bay of Martaban, whence a re-
treat is very difficult, and -where the tide flows
.with such impetuosity, and rises so high, that
anchors are useless, and Tetard, but for a very short
period, the impending fate. Ships sailing from the
westward, by making Cape Negrais, and keeping
within sight of the coast, until they come near the

T 2 .
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ber of Rangoon, aveid those dangers. At every
- other season Rangoon may be approached, and
left, with perfect security. The par is nmrow, and
contains depth of water, at three-quarters flood,
sufficient for vessels of any burden. The channel
- of the river is unimpeded, carrying from six to
eight fathoms as bigh as the town of Rangoon.
Blessed ‘with so extraordinary a coincidence of-
sdvantages, arising from situstion, extent, produce,
and climate, the kingdom of Ava, or more proper-
ly the Birman empire, is, among Eastern nations,
- second in lmportance to China alone, whilst, from
its contiguity to British Indis, it becomes to ns of
much greater consequence. We can have no res-
son, in the present prosperous state of our affairs,
to dread the hostilities of all the native powers of
India combined. Our hereditary foe is destroyed;
and there remains no other, who bhears towards us
any fixed or rooted emmity. The Birmans cer-
tainly do not; but, however favourable their na-
tural disposition may be, that characteristic pride
and unbounded arrogance which govern their con-
duct towards other states, may lead them to offer
indignity which we cannot avoid resenting, and te -
commis acts of aggression, as in the affair at Chit-
tagong, which we shall be obliged to repel. Such
necessity is sincerely to be deprecated. Steadiness
and temper in 6ur negocistions, and a reasonable
sllowance for their mistaken principles, will go far
to avert the ill consequences that might arise from
their haughty and weak assumption. We caanot
expect from a proud and victorious people, im-
pressed with an extravagant opinion of their own
power, thet reverence which the states of India
have been taught to feel for our established cha-
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racter. ‘The prineipal nations to the east of Ben-
gul are to be considered by themselves as a kind
of body politic, wholly distinet from all . others ;
and in fact China, Ava, and the countries south
of them, compose a body in extent and nnmber of
inhabitants, more than equal to all Europe. These
nations are eonnected by a striking similarity of
manners and political maxims ; to which, as they
caunot be suddenly changed, we ought to aseimi-
late, in our intercourse with their governments, as
far as the dignity of our own will pefinit. To pre-
serve a correspondence and & good understanding
with the Court of -Ava, is essentislly expedient for
a¥n prosperity ; bat, for the reasons already stated,

that connexion should not be too intimate. A li- '

.mited trade and a preponderating influence, suffi-
cient to counteract the machinations of our ene-

mies, are the utmoet lengths that we should go.-

‘By our not interfering farther, the Birmaus will be
couvinced of the moderation and justice of our
principles, and learn from them to repel the insi-
dious advances of any other power, made with a
latent view to undermine their dominion, and ulti-
mately to wrest their country from them. It ia
our interest to maintain their independence, and
to guard it from foreign encroachment ; whilst a
knowledge of this truth cannot fail, in the end, to
unite the Birman goverhment to ours, in bonds of
reciprocal amity and confidence. .
During the few days that we continued at Ram+
goon, I had the pleasure to interchange many re«
eiprocal marks of civility with the Maywoon, whe
paid me B visit' on board the Seahorse; after
which we rowed in his war-boat to & very fine ship
belonging to him, which had recently been built,
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and, he assured me, was entirely the workménship
of native artificers.

‘Whilst we remained here, Doctor Buchanan, ac-
compamed by one of the officers of the Seﬂorse,
made an excursion on horseback a few miles off,
to view a village inhabited by Carianers, the simple
rural race of people of whom mention has already
been made.* Passing by the great temple of Shoe-
dagoung, they proceeded along an indifferent road,
sbout three miles, till they arrived at one of the
villages which they sought. It contained not more
than ten or a dozen houses raised on posts, and
disposed in such a manner as to enclose a square
yard, in which were a number of buffaloes. The
head man was gone to a distant village ; ‘but one
of the inhabitants invited the strangers to enter his
dwelling, and hospitably offered what his house
afforded. The visitants ascended a narrow ladder
about twelve feet high into a sort of barn, divided
into two by a mat partition. The floor was of
rough boards, thie sides of mats, and a roof, com-
posed of bamboos, was covered with thatch. At
night they drew up the ladder, and closing the
door, sleep secure from the assaults of wild beasts,
or the depredations of thieves. Seven or eight
men, as many women, and several children, con-
stituted a numerous family. They seemed a healthy
and vigorous race of ‘people, and were of a fairer
complexion than the generality of southern Bir-
mans.. Some of the women wore rich strings of
coral round their necks, and were even adorned
with ornaments of gold and silver. They speak a
dislect peculiar to themselves, but their language
is radlenlly the same as the Birman. There are

- % See Vol. I. p. 242,
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both Pegue and Birman Carianers, who differ ‘in
the same degree as the nations to which they are
stlached. They complain of being oppressed by
the Birmans ; but their appearance did not indicate
severe oppression, and they have & certain sale for
whatever their industry can raise. Doctor Bus
chanan saw several Carianers on the road carrying
buskets ; some going for the produce of their gars
dens, others returning with burdens of fruit and
.vegetubles. The life these people lead is truly
pustoral.  They have no other business or object
gxcept that of cultivating the soil, and tending
their flocks. Their religion is the worship of
Gaudma ; but in these rites they do not join with
the same fervour that animates the Birmans; they
rather seem to acquiesce in the doctrines of their
conquerors, which they do not even profess to un-
derstand,

- -Dr Buehanan interrogated one of the men, whe
admitted their want of knowledge, and assigued as
the reason, that God once wrote his laws and com~
mands on the skin of & buffalo, and called upon st
nations of the earth to come and take a copy—a
summons which ail obeyed except the Carianers,
who had.not leisure, being occupied in the business
of husbandry ; and that, in consequence of this ne-
glect, they remained ever since in a state. of ignor-
ance, without any other cares than those which re-
lated to their pastorsl employment. On going
away Dr Buchanen offered them a few pieces of
silver, which so excited their surprise, being quite
unaccustomed to such acts of liberslity, that they
hesitated to receive the money, and seemed at a
loss t0 what motive to sscribe his bounty. After
looking at one’ another, and talking for & minute
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or two with much earnestness, the women, on a
sudden, as if his design had just been discovered,
all ran away laughing, whilst the men sullenly de-
clined the gift. In fact, they concluded that the
Doctor wanted to purchase the favours of one of
their females, having no notion of a disinterested
donation. The ladies, however, did not wait to
ascertain for whom the golden apple was designed,
and it was in vain he tried to convince the men
that their suspicions were ill founded. These poor
people entertain a delicacy in regard to. women,
which their more enlightened conquerors do not
feel. To prove the purity of his intentions, how-
ever, the Doctor left the money on the floor whem
he departed. The gentlemen returned by the same
road, and in their way examined a mineral spring
in the neighbourhood of the great Pagoda.

I bad an opportunity, at Rangoon, of observing
that the Birmans of distinction played at chess, a
circumstance which, from our secluded situation at
the capital, had escaped my notice. This game is
held in high estimation among the superior ranks.
The board they use is exactly similar to ours, con-
taining 64 squares, and their number of troops the
same, 16 on each side ; but the names, the power .
and disposal of them, differ essentially. The king
and his minister (a queen is never introduced by
the Orientals) are mounted on elephants. These
are defended by two castles or yettay, two knights
on horseback, Mene, two officers on foot, one call-
ed Meem, the other Chekéy, and eight Maundelay
or foot-soldiers. The forces of each party are ar-
ranged on three lines, by which eight squares re-
main unoccupied. None of the pieces possess
equal force with our queen; and this restricted-
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operation renders the Birman mode of playing
more complex and difficult than ours. The Bir-
mans affirm, that it is a game of high antiquity,
and that it is acknowledged and authorized by
their sacred writings, although every play of chance
is prohibited. This testimony confirms * the opi-
nion of the late Sir William Jones, that chess was
invented in India, and is not, as generally imagin-
ed, of Persian origin. The Birmans call it Che-
dreen, a word that bears some resemblance to the
neme which is given to the game in most other
perts of the world. -

During the time that the English deputation
was .at Ummerapoora, Captain Thomas witnessed
at Rangoon a remarkable instance of a trial by the
ordeal of water, the circumstances of which he
thus related to me :~—Two women of the middling
class litigated a small property before the court of
justice; and as the judges found great difficulty in
deciding the question of right, it was at length a-
greed, by mutual consent, to put the matter to the
issue of an ordeal. The parties, attended by the
officers of the court, several Rhahaans, or priests,
end a vast concourse of people, repaired to a tank
or pond, in the vicinity of the town. After pray-
ing to the Rhahaans for some time, and performing
certain purificatory ceremonials, the litigants en-
tered the pond, and waded in it, till the water
reached their breasts. They were accompanied by
two or three men, one of whom placing the wo- .
men close to each other, and putting a board on
- their heads, at a signal given, pressed upon the
* See a paper on the Indian Game of Chess by the Pre-

sident of the Asiatic Society, in the 2d vol. of Asiati: Re-
scarches. '



k™

228 EMBAYSY TO AVA.

board till he immersed them both at the sama in-
stant. They remained out of sight about a minute
and o half, when one of them, nearly suffocated,
raised her head, whilst the other continued to sit
upon her hams at the bottom, but was immediate-
ly lifted up by the men; after which an officer of
the court solemnly pronounced judgment in her

_favour ; and of the justice of this deeision none of

the by-standers appear to entertain the smalleas
doubt, from the infallibility of the proof which bad
been given. e
The trial by ordeal, in all countries where the
Hindoo religion prevails, is as ancient as their re-
cords. The late Ali Tbrahim Khan, native chief
magistrate of Benares, has communicated, in a very
curious paper, * the modes by which this appeal
to the Deity is made, as they are described in the
Metaschers, or Comment on the Dherma Sastra,
in the chapter on Oaths. The Birmans, being go~
verned by the same authority, observe nearly-si-
milar forms ; but as knowledge increases, and man-~
kind become more enlightened, these absurd prac-
tices lose ground, and have of late years been dis-
countenanced by the judicial courts both of India
and of Ave. - 5
. .Previous to our departure, the Maywoon of
Pegue delivered to my care 8 letter addressed to -
the Governor-general of India, couched in very
friendly terms, but dictated in the nsual style of
targid exiravagence. He enumersted in it the -
esndessions granted in favour of English commercs,
and expressed a determination to exgcute his part
_¥ This paper was presented to tho Asiatie Society by
Warren Hastings, Esq. See ¢ On the Trial by Ordeal a-

mong the Hindoos,” Asiut. Research. Vol. L

N
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ceesity of weighing lumps of lead and eilver, and
ascertaining the purity, operate as a semsible im-
pediment to commerce. .
© Onthe 26th of November, the day preceding
that of our embarkation, I waited en the May-
woon, accompanied by the gentlemen of the de-
putation and Ceptain Thomas, to take our. final
leave, I had occasion to feel myself individually -
obliged to him for his personal attentions, whilst
his mild administration and pleasing manners had
acquired my esteem. He is universally acknow-
ledged to be a good man, and seems highly to de-
serve that reputation. - I had opportunities of wit--
nessing eeveral instances of his benevolence - and
bumanity ; and, although his authority within his -
own jurisdiction is abselute, I never heard him ac--
cused of an abuse of his. power, or of a single act
.of oppression or injustice. Such a character, in a-
country where the most rigorous and often barba-
rous despotism prevails, is entitled to particular-
encominm. We parted with mutual, and, I am:
inclined to believe, not insincere professions of per--
manent geod will. :
* On the morning of the 27th, we breakfasted on
board the Seaborse. Most of the attendants, -
with our heavy baggage, had embarked on the pre-
ceding day, and at ten o'clock we weighed anchor.-
It had previously been agreed, that the Company's
ship should salute the Birman flag with eleven guns,
which were to be answered by an equal number
from the battery on shore. Captain Thomas per-
formed his part of the agreement ; but the battery,
which was very slow in acknowledging the com-
pliment, returned only seven. ~ This apparent mark- .
of disrespect, which could not be attributed to ig-
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norance, I conceived rather to originate in the per-
son who had charge of the battery, and who might
think to recommend himself by it, than from any
“higher authority. It was, however, such an osten-
sible and public slight to the Company’s colours,
that I judged it expedient to write a note to the
Maywoon, to acquaint him of the fact.

We dropped down with -the ebb ss far as the
- Chokey, or watch station, from whence the cus-
tomhouse officer visited the Seahorse on her first
‘arrival. In passing the mouth of the Pegue river,
we observed that, at the entrance, it was nearly as
wide as the great river ;- but thet breadth soon di- -
‘minishes to a very contracted space. Several large
-creeks branched off both to the right and the left,
‘which the pilot said were navigable to a consider-
able distance by boats of heavy burden. In the
evéning we agam weighed, and crossed the bar at
midnight. Early next mormning we saw the land-
‘mark called the Elephant, and, favoured by the
‘ebb, passed the China Bakir river. The wind not
‘being strong enough, when the tide turned, to en-
able us to stem the flood, we again came to anchor,
“being in company with a ship named the Hope,
‘bound slso to Calcutta. On the following mormn-
ing we stood to the southward on the first of the
"ebb, which bore us along with it against an unfs-
‘vourable breeze. On the 30th we made Diamond
Island and Cape Negrais, and next day at an early
‘hour passed a ship standing towards Rangoon,
which appeared to have suffered severely from &
recent storm, having lost her main-top and fore-
top-gallant masts. The wind was at this time
north north-west, and a heavy swell from the same
quarter indicated that there had lately been a hard
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gule, & very unusnal circumstance st that season of
the year.

Keeping within a few leagues of the cosst, we
continued to beat against an unfavourable wind un-
til the 9th of December, when we made Cheduba,
s fertile island belonging to the Birman govern-
ment. The chanpel between this island and the
main is snnually navigated by large trading boats,
but it does not afford a safe passage for shipping.
"The length of the island we judged to be about 456
miles. It yields abundance of rice,-and is govern-
- ed by a Chekey, or lieutenant, who is subject to
the Maywoen of Arracan. Having now the bene-
fit of regular land and sea breezes, we were en~
abled to make some progress to the northward.
On the morning of the 11th we saw what are call-
ed the Broken Islands, on the coast of Amaean,
‘which are for the most part a barren assemblage of
tocky eminences, affording shelter only to pirutes
and thieves. On the 12th and 13th we experi-
enced much inconvenience, the wind, which was
directly against us, blowing with such violence,
that the sbip labonred greatly, and our fore-to;
was torn from the yard. On the 14th the weather
moderated, and, the wind veering a little to the
esstward, we had the good fortune on the 16th to
discover a pilot schooner at anchor, between the
eastern and western reefs near the mouth of the
- Ganges. Neap tides prevailing, our passage up
the river was tedious, and the wind coming inva-
riably from the northern quarter, rendered it ha-
gardous to proceed by might. On the 22d we
reached Budge Budge, where 1 found a pulwar #

* A commodious kind of boat used in the river
Ganges.
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waiting, which my friend Captain Sandys, as soon
8s he heard of the arrival of the Seahorse, had
despatched to meet me. At this place I quitted
the ship, and in two hours reached Calcutts, after
an eventful absence of ten months.

END OF THE EMBASSY TG AVA.
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[No one can have perused the preceding part
of this work in which an accuratz reprint has
been given of the exceedingly valuable ac-
count furnished by Colonel Symes of his
historical researches and diplomatic exer-
tions in the Birmese empire, without feeling
conscious that his stock of useful knowledge
has been increased, and that a desire has
been excited to know more of a people,
in many respects so remarkeble. Colonel
Symes, it will have been perceived, while
he traces in the distinctest manner the his-
tory of the Birmese from the earliest pe-
riod in which we have any authentic tradi- .
tions concerning them, is necessarily, from
_the time in which he lived and wrote, ob-
liged to stop short just when he has brought
us down to near the commencement of the



v NOTICE.
present century, when the transactions which
began to take place between the British go-~
vernment in. India, and the neighbouring
kingdom of Ava, were assuming an interest -
and importance they had never before pos-
sessed. Colonel Symes, however, by the
various sources of information of which he
had it in his power to avail himself, and
which he seems to. have exhausted with un-
abating zeal and industry, for the advantage
of his countrymen, has prepared us for un~
derstanding these transactions, and for at-
taching to them an interest with which they
might not otherwise have been invested. In
the sequel, it is hoped that sométhing of a
succinct and intelligible narrative has been
given of our political and military operations
with the Birmese since the year 1800.]
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On the return of Colonel Symes from the court
of Ava in the yesr 1796; it appeared not improbe-.
ble that the feelings of mutual conciliation and -
friendship, which he had succeeded in establishing :
between the two countries, might have continued -
unimpaired for several yeurs to come. It seems,
however, a matter of very great difficulty to calcu-
late upon any continuance of pacific dispositions
on the part of the golden-footed monarch of Bir- -
meh. His policy seems rather to be that of rest- -
less ambition and perpetual action ; and if, at any-
time, he is quiet, it is the quiet of exhaustion and .
consequent necessity—not of inclination. Nor is
it to be denied, that, with the aid of his ministers -
of state, and the other machinery of his despo-
tic government, he possesses a talent for negotia-
tion, and personal as well as national aggrandize-
ment, which might reflect credit upon the Machis-
vels of perhaps more civilized, but not less artful
cabinets. It cannot, therefore, be cause of much
wonder, that, not long after the termination of
Colonel Symes’ embassy, new causes of distrust:
and contention arcee. .
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It appears, that thongh the Birmese, by foree
of arms, had subdued Arracan, yet, that they
had’ never been able to reconcile its inhabitants to
their yoke. Nor, indeed, is it likely that they
ever attempted it; for, with the Birmese, the con-
quered are always slaves.  Accordingly, the go-
vernors they sent into this province, proceeded
to such tyrannical extremities in the burdens they
imposed upon the inbabitants, that, rather than
submit to their grinding rapaciousness, the Ar-
racanese left their country in crowds, and, with-
ont either asking or receiving permission, esta-
blished themselves in the British territory of Chit~
tagong. They who thus emigrated acquired.the
appellation of Mughs. It was easy to foresee that
a system of desertion, proceeding on so extensive
a scale, and rendered so easy of execution by the
facility of intercourse between Chittageng and Ar-
racan, which are separated only by the river Naaf, .
could not be very agreeable either to the pride or -
selfishness of the Birmese monarch. Nor was.the
Englisk government blind to the mischievous con-
sequences which might result from. its being sup-:
posed to barbour the fugitives of s neighbowring -
state. Its exertions, however, to prevent the coa-~
tinuance of the evil, were of little avail; and by
the year 1799, it is ealculated that nesrly two--
thirds of the entire population of Arracan were '
. established on large tracts of land im Chittagong, .
which had hitherto lain waste apd useless. The
jealousy and anger of the Birmese was now effec- -
tually roused. They lnoked upon the refugess as
their slavee, by whose flight they had been depriv-
ed of actual property. An army, therefore; :of
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by disappointment, and still languishing to regdin
the country of their forefathers, which they felt
had been unjustly teken from them, instead of
being content with the usual occupations of pesce-
ful colonists, formed themselves into tribes of pre-
datory marauders, making continual incursions
into Arracan, and nourishing, with inveterate and
hereditary ardonr, their hatred of the Birmese.
For several years, these struggles and desultory
contests being carried on at a distance from the
seat of government, either of Ava or British In-
dia, seem not to have excited much attention. It
is proper however to remark, that the Birmese,
having been foiled in their attempt to induce the
Company to refuse an asylum to the expatriated
Mughs, always affected to hold it responsible for
the injuries they sustained from their hostile in-
cursions. '

Passing over an interval of some years, in which
affairs went on in this manner, without any impor-
tant results ensuing on either side, we find that, in
1811, some transactions took place which, as they
paved the wey for others of still mare serions’
consequence, are worth recording. Among those
who had been driven out of Arracan, and had
taken refuge in Chittagong, was a man of some
note, and not destitute of abilities, named King
Berring. Having been deprived of considerable
Ppossessions in his own country, he naturally felt
the hardship of his situation the more. - Retain-
ing, however, mueh of the influence he former-
ly possessed over the Arracanese, he induced not'
only a large body of Mughs, but also many of
those who had not as yet left their country, but

_— - o
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who secretly hated the Birmese, to join him in a
general' and well concerted invasion of the whole
province of Arracan. He was so successful, that
in a short time the capital alone was able to offer
him any resistance. As the standard of what the
Birmese comsidered rebellion, had been openly
erected in Chittagong, and as King Berring had
been residing for some time under British protec-
tion, it was naturally enough concluded by the -
Court of Ava, that his present proceedings were
countenanced by our Government. This, how-
ever, was by no means the case; and in order to
remove any such impression, Captain Canning was
ordered to proceed to Rangoon, and from thence,
if he saw occasion, to Amerapoors, in order to
satisfy the Birmese Court that the insurgent chief
and his followers had acted, if not in express op-
position to the commands of the Bengal govern-
_ ment, at least without its concurrence. This mis-
sion did not end altogether so favoursbly as could
have been wished. The Birmese authorities at
. Rangoon, far from treating the British envoy with
that respect to which the official situation he held
entitled him, seem to have thought that the
were more likely to ingratiate themselves wnZ
their sovereign, by casting upon him every possible
slight short of direct insult. Under these circum-
stances, Captain Canning did not think it prudent
to venture further into the interior, being well in-
formed that it was the object of the government
to keep him, if possible, as a hostage, until the
Company should -have consented to give up the
* insurgent Mughs. These treacherous designs he
contrived to frustrate, not without considerable
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difficulty ; and in 1812 he retnrned to Calcutta,
without having been able to allay the suspicions of
the Birmese.

In the mean time, King Berring had not been
idle. He fought, however, with various reverses
of fortune, being one month at the head of a power-
ful army, and the next an outlawed rebel, without
a follower. When they who had joined his stand~
ard were driven out of Arracan, they invariably
sought refuge in Chittagong ; and the.protection
which seemed thus to be afforded them in the
British territories, so eénraged the Birmese, that
the Rajah of Arracan officially announced his in~
tention of overrunning the comptry with an arny
80,000 strong, unless all the principal ingurgents
were given up. Qur force on the frontiers at the
time being exceedingly small, it wes necessary to
have recourse to negotiation, to prevent, if pos-
sible, the threatened attack. Before any, thing
decisive, as to the course our Government should
pursue with respect to the refugees, had been de-
termined on, King Berring, who for a while had
been in concealment, again made his appearance
at the head of a considerable force. He gave
battle to the Birmese, but was defeated, and his
adherents again retired to Chittagong. This affair
only served to exasperate still more the Rajali of
Arracan, who -openly accused the British of a
breach of faith, and declared a war inevitable. -
Our Government, however, was not to be menaced
into submission. Its independent and’ strictly
honourable line of conduct probably prevented the:
_ matter from coming to the extremity it otherwise

would have reached. Towards the end of the.
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of Hastings had certain information that the Bir-
mese monarch had secretly joined the Mahratta
confederacy, which had, for its object, the entire
subversion of our Indian empire. To afford the
court of Ava some pretence for having recourse to
open hostilities, a letter was received by the Go-
vernor-general in the July of that year, which, on
bebalf of the king of Ava, unceremoniously de-
manded the cession of the provinces of Chittegong,
Ramoo, Moorshedabad, and Dacca, which were
henceforth to become dependencies of the Birmese
empire. To this demand, which was made through
the medium of the Rajah of Ramree, the Ge-
vernor-general replied, by a letter to the viceroy
of Pegue, couched in the following terms :-—* That -
if the letter he had received, had really been writ-
ten by order of the king of Ave, his Excellency
lamented, that persons so incompetent te form a
just notion of the power of the British nation in.
India, should have been able to practise on the
king’s judgment ; that any hopes which the kiag
might have been induced to. entertain, that the
British Government weuld be embarrassed by con-
. tests in other quarters, were entirely delusive ;
that we were indifferent to attack from the king.
of Ava, further than, as we should regard with
concern, the waste of lives in an unmesning quar-
rel ; that his Excellency trusted, however, that the
king would perceive the folly of the counsellors
who would plunge him inte a calamitous war, by
which the commerce of his empire would be wholly
destroyed ; and that if, as the Governor-general
could not but believe, the rajah of Ramvee had,
for some unworthy purpose of his own, assumed
~+he tone of insolence and menace, exhibited in his



THE BIRMESE WAR. 18

letter, without the authority of the king, he hopéd
that & procedure so calculated to’ breed dissen-
sions between two friendly states, would be visit-
ed by the king with the severe displeasure it de-
setved. ’,, b )

. The mild but decided tone of this answer, com-
bined withi the unexpected events of the Mahratta
contest; kept the court of Ava guiet ; and in the
eneding year (1819), the death of the king,
Minderajee-praw, diverted still more effectually.
ita attention for » short time from British effairs.
Minderajee-praw, whose character is so well de-
scribed by Colonel Symes, enjoyed a long and
prosperous reign of thirty-seven years; at the end
of which period, according to the inflated style of
the Birmese state papers, * the immortal king,
wearied with the fatigues of royalty, went up to
axhuse himself in the celestial regions.” He was
succeeded, not by his son, who, during the period
of Colonel Symes’ embassy, was the Engy Teckien
or prince royal, and to whom Mindersjee-praw is
said te have been much attached, but.who died
before his father, in consequence of which, his .
gréndson, the prince’s son, became heir to the
throne. His claims, however, were not uncon-
tested. The brothers of the late king, as is not
unfrequently the case, when the laws of succession
are not firmly established, became his decided
enemies. But failing in their machinations, the
Prince of Tonghoo, with his family and many of
his friends, was executed, and the Prince of Proms,

® Extract of & despatch from Fort William, 17th March
1890

.
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whose daughtér the new king had married,” was’
thrown into prison, where he died soon after-
wards. On the 2d of November 1819, the Em-
‘peror was solemnly crowned at Ava. : ‘
The object to which his attention was first di-
rected, was the reduction of the province of Cas-
say, on the northern frontier of the empire. - This’
,temtory had been hitherto mdependent of Ava;
bat internal dissensions having arisen, and tbere
being two claimants for the crown, one very“ha-
tarally asked the assistance of the Birmese, and
the other of the British. The former, ever willing-
to avail themselves of any opportunity for increas-
ing thefr own influence, marched an army into
Assam, and placed a Rajah of their own choosing,
tributary to their court, in the government. The
British, on the other hand, expressly refused to in-
terfere in the internal affairs of foreign states: It
seems impossible, however, for the Birmese to
come into contact with any foreign nation without
speedily picking a quarrel with them.. Having
gained possession of Assam, they found nothing
beyond but the esstern boundary of Bengal, and
it was not long before they manifested their desire
to cross that boundary. 'The Rajah, who had sought
our assistance, and who, as he maintained, had been
unjustly driven from his birthright, though he could
not prevail upon the Bengal government to give
him any active support, was nevertheless allowed,
upon the principle of neutrality which it adopted,
to transport gunpowder and military stores through
the British territories to Assam. This was a suf-
fieient handle for the Court of -Ava. . Their cele-
brated general Maha-Bandoola was sent to take
the command of their military force in Assam; and,
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speedily reinforced, and the enemy-was drivem
out of the island. A remonstrance was also. im-
mediately addressed to the Court of .Amerapoora,
but no answer was deigned to be returned. The
Governor-general now became aware that there
was but one line of conduct left for him to follow,
and that further forbearance on his part would
have been attributed to pusillanimity, and advan-
tage taken of it accordingly. On the fifth of
March, therefore, 1824, an official declaratign of
war was issued by the Government of Fort 'Wil-
liam-—characterized not more strongly by its tem-
perate firmness, than by its British frankness and
honesty. '

- This step excited, as was to be expected, no
inconsiderable sensation throughout our posses-
sions in British India, as well as in this country,
88 soon as the news. arived. It was at Cal-
cutta, however, from its vicinity to the Chitta-
gong frontier, that its importance was principal-
ly felt. It was known there that one of the Bir-
mise generals bad already gasconadingly announc-
ed his. intention of taking possession of the town,
preparatory to his march to England. It was
destined, however, that ere long the arrogance of
this haughty nation should be effectuslly tamed.
‘The war opened with military operations on the
frontiers of Sylhet and Chittagong, to both of
which districts troops were speedily marched. It
was ,in Sylhet and Assam that affairs of greatest . .
consequence took place. Our troops-there were
under the command of Major Newton, who, in
several engagements with the far superior forces
of the Birmese, gained decisive advantages over
-them. The first success obtained by the enemy
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Company’s ships were landed to aid in protecting
the m Baut the psnic wes soon .discovered to
be greater than the occasion required. The ene-
my did not think of approiching one step nesrar
than Ramoo, where, for & time, they took up their

head-quarters. -

‘While these events were passing on the porth-
ern frontiers of the Birman empire, a plan was -
matured by the Bengal government, the execation
of which was to effect an entire change in the fea-
tures of the present war. Hitherto, we had been
acting principally on the defensive ; but it was ne-
cessary, considering the enemy we had to deal
with, to make it a leading object not more to re-
pel aggression, than to humble errogance and inti-
midate fool-hardiness, It was necessary to show
the Birmese that we could not ¢nly endure, but -
- inflict ;—that as we were not essily roused into
anger, 8o our animosity was only the more fearful
when it at length broke forth. The measure which
was about to be carried into effect was that of des-
petching a considerable force by sea to make a
descent upon some part of the enemy’s coast, where
probably such a visitation was but little expected.
The force destined for this important expedition
was supplied by the two Presidencies of Bengal
and Madras; and, when united, was put. under
the command of Brigadier-General Sir Archibald
Campbell. The place of rendezvous was the port
- of Cornwallis, in the Andaman islands, where the
troops wrrived by the &l of May 1824. From -
thence Sir Archibald Campbell sailed on the 5th, .
direct for Rangoon, detaching one part of his force
under Brigadier M‘Reagh againet the Island of
Chedubs, and another under Major Wahab against
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captired wis indeed considerable, but in general
of a very imperfect description. The lslands of
Cheduba and Negrais fell into our hands much
gbout the same time, thongh not without a very
spirited opposition on the part of the inhabitants
of both. b
- The prospects of our little a.rmy, now quartared
in Rangoon, were any thing but encouraging. The
town was empty, in the most literal sense of the
word. Every attempt to establish any intercourse
with the native Birmese, for.the purpose of ob
taining provisions, was found to be fruitless. The
rainy season was just setting in, which in Eastern
elimates is always peculisrly unhealthy to Euro~
pean constitutions ; and, as far as any acourate in~
formation could be procured, it was sscertained
that his golden-footed Majesty was making prepa~
rations, on the most magnificent scale, “ to cover
the face of the earth with an innumerable host,
and.to drive back the wild: foreigners. into the ses
from wherce they came.” = To:add still further to
the disecomfort of Sir Archibald Campbell’s situa- -
tion, some disagreements unfortunately took place
between the naval and land forces. It had been
expectad, it is true, that the mere capture of Ran~
goon, together with the two other maritime pos=
sessions of the. Birmese, already alluded to, would. -
have.produced such an effect on the Court of Ava,
that terms of peace would have been iinmediately
. proposed. Nothing, however, was further . from

the intentions of that psoud Court ; and subsequent.
events proved, that though the Birmese msay be
beston, they will die rather thay confess they bave

TheConimnnder-m-chxd, therefore, ﬁudxng that,
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mined hostility had existed between the two coun-
tries, There wea perbaps nothing irvationally san-
guine in the hopes which these considerations gave
riss ta, but they were entirely fallacious. What-
ever complaints the Birmese might have ameng
themselves sguinst thelr government, and however
severely the Peguers might continue to feel tha
subjection into which they had been reduced from
» state of independence, yet, like the people of any
clent Greece, et the appearance of a common foe,
all these causes of internal dissension were forgot-
ten, Not a single boatman acqusinted with the
navigation of the Irrawaddy was to be procured ;
sod whether inspired with fear or patriotism, but
one desire was manifested, from the throne to the
hovel, to ebun all intercourse with .the English,
It would prebably glso- have been dangerous to
have ventured far up the Irrawaddy, unless the co-
opération of a land force could have been depend-
ad an; and before that.could be the case, it would
ba nacessary to clear the way by some hard fight-
ing. The design, therefore; was for the present
sbandoned.

In the mesnwhile, the rainy season set. in with
all ita attendent evils. 'The rain fell in such quan-
tity, that it was impossible for our troops to_keep
the field, and act upon a regularsystem. Haras.
sod, teo, by continugl incursions of the enemy,
threatened with an approaching famine, and redu-
ced by an epidemic, which broke out amongst
them, to a state of the greatest debility, it seemed
almost impossible for them to achieve any thing of
importance. Neither the hostility, however, of the
Birmese, nor of the climate, could subdue.British
courage, For.six wmonths, from May. till Decem-
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ber, our operations were confined to Rangoon and
its vicinity, - it being the determination of the ene-
my to prevent us, if possible, from advancinga
step into the country. Our ultimate success ih
cornpelling them to retreat further into the interior,
and thereby affording us an opportunity of follow-
ing them, depended not so much on the decisive
advantage gained in any one action, as on the con-
tinued judgment and skill which regulated the
whole system of our military tactics. We never
advanced a few miles out of Rangoon for the pur-
pose either of dislodging the enemy from a posi-
tion they had taken up, or of gaining possession
of some post which appeared of importance, with-
out being almost sure of achieving our object. But
s soon as a certain resistance had been made, the
Birmese were accustomed to retreat leisurely from
their stockades intq the jungles, where, though we
knew we had beaten them, it was impossible for us
to follow. Many rencontres of this description
took place, into the details of which it is unneces-
sary for us to enter. A short account of one or
two of the most remarkable will suffice as a de-
scription of the whole.

On the 28th of May, the British and Bu'meae
troops came into contact for the first time. Sir
Archibald Campbell led his forces about five miles
up the Rangoon river, and found the enemy had
taken a position in one or two scatterad villages;
flanked on both sides by a jungle. Confident in
the strength of their situation, they received the
British with shouts and cries of «“ Come ! come !”
A hbeavy fire was immediately commenced upon
“our troops, whoee musksts having suﬂ'ered from

. EPA'S ]
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rain, were so inefficient that it was Becessayy for
them to close without loes of time. The Birmese
were altogether unable to withstand the violence
of our charge; but, shut in as they were in their
own encampment, and thrown into irretrievable
confusion by the impetuosity of our attack, their
.only alternative was to continue fighting with des-
perate resolution until they were cut to pieces.
Being unaceustomed to give, they did not expecs
-quarter, and in self-defence, therefore, our soldiers
were unfortunately obliged to disregard the dic-
tates of bumanity. Haviog taken pessessioa. of
the villages, in which about 400 Birmese lost their
lives, Sir Archibald recgnducted his troops to
Rangoon. .

Soon after this affair two deputies arrived from
the Birmese camp, under pretence of negociating
a peace, but in reality, only with the view of
gaaning time for the main body of the. enemy to
ptrengthen themselves as much as possible at Kem-
mindine, & village three miles above Rangoon, on
an elevated situation, with a thick forest in-its rear,
They were intended perhaps to act also as spies, and
report upon the condition and spirits of the British
army. Whatever was their object nothing satis-
. factory was proposed by them in the interview
they had with our commissioners, Determined to
convince the Birmese that we were. not to be
lulled into, a treacherons security, our Commander,
on the morning of the day after their departure,
(10th June), ordered a general advance upon
Kemmindine. The road was not left undisputed.
Abont half way & streng stockade ran acrees it,
the fruitless attempt to defend which cost the -emes
‘ny two hundred mep. The way being cleared,

’
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#ha. colmau agein moved forward, comaisting of a-
“bout 3000 men, and by night-fall the troops had
taken their position in many places within a
hundred yards of where the enemy was posted,
At daybreak on the following day, firing com-
menced, which upon our part, in less than two
"bowrs, produced a very visible breach in their forti-
fications.  This, together with the recollection
of their discomfiture the day before, operated se
powerfully on the Birmess, that notwithstanding
the still existing strength of their stockade they
tbongbt ‘proper quietly to evacuate the place dur-
.ing the cannenade.- It was this facility of securing
a retreat, assisted as they were by the chain of
posts which they occupied, and the thickness of
the surrounding jungle, that particularly annoyed
our troops, who, just in the very moment of victory,
- conetantly found that their enemy had slipped as it
were frem between their very fingers. The objeet,
haewever, which Sir Archibald Campbell bad jn view
in making this attack, was fully accomplished. A
terror of the British arma began to pervade the coun-
try; and, in the course of a.few days, every stockade
" in the immediate vicinity of Rangoon was aban-
doned. In this, as well as in all his other expe-
. ditions on the banks of the river, the Commander-
in-chief received most effective and valgable as-
_sistance from the co-operation of the naval part of
his force.
. A shert cessation from active hostﬂmes .togk
place, after the affair of Kemmindine ; but both
psmes were preparing to renew,.operations With
inereased vigour. - A reinforcement wrived at
Rangoon frem Madras; and the detachments
which had taken posscssion of Cheduha and Ne-
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grais, retumed very seasonably to the main army,
now a good deal weakened from various causes.
The Birmese, on their part, were not idle. 'Their
former generals having fmled in driving « the wild
foreigners into the ses,” had fallen into disgrace,
and were succeeded by a senior officer of some
reputation, who brought with him a considerable
body of fresh troops. His object was, not so
much to meet the British in open fight, as to hem
them in within a limited space, and harass them
_with a protracted system of desultory warfare. To
such proceedings, it was of course not our interest
quietly to submit ; and accordingly, various expe-
ditions were undertaken for the purpose of break-
ing through the cordon which the enemy was at-
tempting to form round us. In one of these, ten
stockades were taken in one day, and the new ge-
neral, with many other chiefs of rank, were killed.

Still, however, no thoughts of peace were en-
tertained by the Birmese ; and it was now evi-
dent, that whatever successes were gained, as long
as our operations were confined to the neighbour-
hood of Rangoon, no effect would be produced by
them on the Court of Ava. Unprovided, there-
fore, as Sir Archibald Campbell was, with the
means of advancing into the interior, he.resolved
to have recourse to the only other alternative left -
him, which was to intimidate the Birmese still
further, by the capture of some of their southern
maritime possessions. An expedition was fitted
out for this purpose, under the command of Lieux
tedant Colonel Miles, who, in the course of a few
months, made himself master of Tavoy, Mergue,
and Tenasserim, seaports of much importance on
the eastern shores of the empire. - -
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necessity, therefore, of collecting his energies for a
yet more powerful effort. “His forces, he found,
were too much scattered ; he was convinced that
he was attempting to do too much at once. He
recalled, therefore, the armies he had sent into
Assam and ‘Arracan ; and, concentrating the whole
military power of his kingdom, he gave the entire
command to Maha Bandoola, whom we have had
occasion to mention already, and whose reputation,
from his partial successes over the British in Chitta-
gong, stood exceedingly high. Bandools, as we
ve already related, had advanced to Ramoo,
where he was probably making preparations for an
expedition into Bengal ; and it is not unlikely that
he found it exceedingly disagreeable to be awaken-
ed from his dream of future victory, by being
fecalled to defend his own country from invasion.
His retreat from Ramoo, and subsequent march
through Arracan, (which in the midst, as it was, of
the rainy season, must have been a peculiarly ar:
duous one), relieved the inhabitants of Calcutta
from considerable anxiety ; and, shortly afterwards,
enabled our troops in that-quarter to advance with
little opposition into the very interior of Arracan,
taking possession of the capital itself. :
- As soon as Maha Bandoola arrived at Ava;
every honour and attention was conferred upon
him by his sovereign ; and, after a short delay in
the capitul, he set out for Donoobew, accompanied
by a large fleet of war-boats, which carried -down -
the river strong reinforcements of men and mili-
tary stores. We were not, however, unprepared
to receive these new enemies ; and some overtures
of a friendly nature, which we had a short time be-
fore 'received from the Siamese, tended to. inspire
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Maha Bindoola, said to-be aecompanied by the Prinoss of
Tongho and Serawuddy, appeared in front of my position
oon the moming of the lst instant, at the head of the whole
united force of the Birman empire, amounting, upon the
most moderate calculation, to from fifty to sixty thoussnd
men, apparently well armed, with a nunrerous artillery,
and a body of Cassay horse. Their haughty leader had
insolently declared his intention of leading us in captive
chains to grace the triumph of the Golden Monarch; but
it has pleased God to expose the vanity of his idle threats;
and crown the heroic efforts of my gallant little army with
a most complete and signal victory. :
. % The enemy bad assembled his forces in the heavy
Jjunglein otir front, during the night of the 30th ult. ; and;
being well aware of his near approach, I had previously
made every necessary arrangement for his reception, in
Whatever way he might tiink proper to leave his impervia
bus camp. The sbsence of Lieutenant- Colonel Godwin
at Martaban, and of a strong detachment under Li
ant=Colonel Mallet, which I had sent to display the Bri-
tish flag in the ancient capital of Pegue, had much weakens
ed my force; but I had been too long familiar with the
resolute resolution of British troops, to have felt any re-
et that fortune had given me an opportunity of contend=
ing with Bandoola and his formidable legions, even under
circumstances of temporary disadvantage. .
« Early in the morning of the lst inst., the enemy
. eoromenced his operations by a smart attack upon our post
at Kemmindine, commanded by Major Yates, and gar:
-risoned by the 26th Madras Native Infantry, with a de-
tachment of the Madras European Regiment, supported
on-the river by as strong a naval force as could be spared:
As the day became light, it discovered numerous, and;
apparently, formidable masses of the advancing enemy is-
suing from the jungle, and moving, at some distanee, upon
our flanks, for the purpose of surrounding us, which
I allowed them to effect without interription, leaving us
only the narrow channel of the Rangoon river unoccupied
in our rear. - ,
« Bandoola had now fully exposed to me his plan of
operations, and my own resolution was instantly adopted
of allowing, and even encouraging him to bring forth his
tneans and vesources from the jungle to the more open




THE BIRMEAR WAR.

31



82 . THE BIRMESE WAR.

from giving any ferious interruption to the indefatignble
labour of the opposing army, patiently waiting until I saw
the whole of their material fully brought forward and with-
in my reach, -About sunset in the evening, ‘s cloud of
skirmishers were pushed forward close under the north-
east angle of the pagoda, who, taking advantage of the
many pagodas and strong ground on our front, commenc~
ed a harassing and galling fire upon the works. I at once
saw we should suffer from  their fire, if not dislodged,
therefore ordered two companies of the 38th regiment,
under Captain Piper (an officer I bave often had occasion
to mention), to advance and drive them back. Were it
permitted, on such an occasion, to dwell upon the enthu~
siastic spirit of my troops, I would feel a pleasure in re-
counting the burst of rapture that followed every order to
advance against their audacious foe; but it is sufficient to
remark, that the conduct of these two companies was most
gonspicuous. They quickly gained their point, and fully
acted up to the character they bave ever sustained. At °
daylight, on the morning of the 2d, finding the ene-
my had very much encroacked during the night, and had
entrenched a height in front of the north gate of the pa<
oda, which gave them an enfilading fire upon part of our
ine, I directed Captain Wilson, of the 38th regiment,

with two companies of that corps, and one hundred men
of the 28th Madras Native Infantry, to drive them from
the hill. No order was ever more rapidly or ‘handsomely -
obeyed. The brave Sepoys, vying with their British com-
rades in forward gallantry, allowed the appalled Birmese
no time to rally, but drove them from one breast-work to
another, fighting them in the very holes they had dug
finally to prove their graves, o

¢ In the course of this day, Colonel Mallett’s detach:
ment returned from Pegue, having found the eld city
.completely deserted, and gave me the additional means of
attacking the enemy the moment the time arrived.

¢ During the 3d and 4th, the enemy carried on his la-
_bours with indefatigable industry-; .and but for the inimit-
able practice of our artillery, commanded by Captain
Murray, in the absence, from indisposition, of Lieutenant-
-Colonel Hopkinson, we must have been severely annoyed
by the incessant fire from his trenches.

¢ The attacks uppon Kemmindine continugd with, un-
#bating violence ; but the unyielding spirit of Major Yates
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follow the column under Major Sgle, and talia advaxtage
of any opportunity which might offer, to charge.

¢ The enemy were defeated and dispersed in every di«
rection ; and the body guard, gallantly charging over the
broken and swampy ground, completed their terror and -
dismay. The Cassay horse fled, mixed with the retreating
infantry ; and all their artillery, stores, and reserve depots,
which had cost them so much toil and labour to get upy
with a great quantity of small arms, gilt shatahs, stane
dards, and other trophies, fell into our hands. Neyer was,
victory more complete or more decided; and never was
the triumph of discipline and valour, over the disjointed
efforts of irregultr courage, and infinitely superior num«
bers, ore conspicuoue. Masjors Dennie apd Thornhill,
pf the 13th Light Infantry, and Major Gore of the 8fth
were distinguished by the steadiness with which they leti
their wen ; but it is with deep regret I have to state, the
loss we have sustained, in the death of Major Walker, one
of India’s best and bravest soldiers, who feil while leading
his column into the enemy’s entrenchments; when the
. command devolved upon Major Wahab, who gallantly
eonducted the colnmn during the rest of the sgtion; and
I observed the 34th Madras Native Light Infantry, on this
pccasion, conspi ly forward,

“ The Birmese left wing thus disposed of, I patiently
waited its effect upon the right, posted in sp thick a forest
as to render any attack in that quarter in a great measure
jripracticable. .

¢ On the 6th I had the pleasure of observing that Bane
doola had brought up the scattered remnant of his defeat=
ed left to strengthen his right and centre, and continued
day and night employed in carrying on his_approaches in
front of the grest pagoda. Iordered the artillery toslack-
en its fire, and the infantry to keep wholly out of sight,
allowing him to cany on his fruitless labour with little
snnoyance or molestation, As I expected, he took syse
tem for timidity ; and on the morning of the 7th instant,
1 had his whole force posted in my immediate front—his
first live entrenched so close, that the soldiersin their bar-
racks could distinctly hear the insolent threats and re.
proaches of the Birman bravoes,

“ The time had now arrived to undeceive them in their
sanguine, but ill-founded hopes. I instantly made my
srrangements, and at half past éleven o’clock every thing
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only equalled by the cheerful patience with which thay
bore long and painful privati My Europ fought
like Britons, and proved themselves worthy of the coun-
try that gave them birth; and, I trust, I do the gallant
sepoys justice when I say, that never did troops more
strive to obtain the palm of honour, than they to rival
their European comrades in every thing that marks the
steady, true, and daring soldier.

s My obligations to Captains Chadds and Ryves, and
the officers and seamen of his Majesty’s navy, are greas
and numerous. In Captain Chadds himself I have al-
ways found that ready alacrity to share our toils and dan-
gers, that has ever characterized the profession he belongs
to; and the most cordial zeal in assisting and co-operating
with mé on every occasion. I have also to notice the
good conduct of the Honoursble Company’s cruizers, the
gun-flotilla, and row-boats, nor ought I to omit men
tioning the handsome conduct of Captain Binny, acting
agent for the Bengal transports, in volunteering both hia
European crew and ship for any service. On the present
occasion she was anchored off Dall, and sustained some
loss from the enemy’s fire. I may also add, that every
transport in the river was equally anxious to contribute
every possible assistance to the public service. ™

Notwithstanding the defeat, so unexpected om
his part, which Bandoola thus sustained, not many
days elapsed before that indefatigable leader suc-
ceeded in rallying his scattered forces, and with %
body of abont 25,000 men returned to withim
three miles of the Pagoda alluded to in Sir Archi<
bald Campbell’'s despatch, and * commenced en-
trenching and stockading,” in the words of tha
General,  with a judgment in point of position
such as would do eredit to the best instructed en<
gineers of the most civilized and warlike nations.”
This position, however, Sir Archibald determined
to attack-on the 15th of December ; and from the
admirable manner in which the fire of the artillery
was directed, in less than fifteen minutes the co-

lumns destined for carrying the breach weie in pos~




THE BIRMESE WAR. s

session, not only of the enemy’s work, but of his
camp, which was left standing, with all the bag-
‘gage, and a great proportion of his arms and am-
munition. < When it is known,” says the Com-
mander-in-chief, “ that 1300 British infaatry
stormed and catried by assault the most formidable
entrenched and stockaded works I ever saw, de-
fended by upwards of 20,000 men, I trust it is
unnecessary for me to say more in. praise of sols
diers performing such a predigy ; future ages will
scarcely believe it.” It is proper, however, to
mentien, that upen this occasion Bandoola did nos
command in person; the chief to whom he had
intrusted that duty was mortally wounded whilsy
gallantly defending the stockade. ,
On. the same day on which this very brillians
action took place, under the superintendance of
Captain Chadds, the senior naval officer at- Raa.
goon, an attack was made upon a fleet of thirty-
two of the enemy’s war-boats. Of these, princi-
pally through the aid of the Diana steam-boat,
which accompanied this expedition, and the celerity
of whose motions, even against wind and tide, in-
spired the Birmese with the greatest consternation,
thirty were captured, having been previously aban-
daned by their crews, who, upon the approach of
the steama-boat, threw themselves into the river,
and were either drowned or swam ashore, appas
vently in an agony of terror. In consequence of
these continued disasters, Maha Bandoola found it
necessary o lead back his army much shattered ta
Donocebew,
. It was now for the first time that the British .
army at Rangoon found itself in undisturbed pos-
semsion of a_considerable disuict of country, and
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active preparations were mmedxately made for
taking every advantage of this new situation of af<
fairs. Orders were issued to prepare for a speedy
advance into the interior ; and besides the continual
arival of transports from the Presidencies, this ob-
ject was not a little favoured by the return of many
. of the inhabitants of the country to their former
places of residence in Rangoon and its vicinity,
and by their consentmg to open a regular traffic
with the British in all drticles of consumption.
Some of the native watermen too volunteered into
our service, by whose assistance we were enabled
to obviate many of the difficulties which our ignor-
ance of the navigation of the Irrawaddy would
otherwise have occasioned.

Certainly at this moment the situation of the
Birmese monarch was any thing but enviable. The
most numerous armies, headed by the most skilful
.generals he could send into the field, had been de~
feated again and sgain. The victorions troops at
Rangoon were about to march for Ava; from the
north-east frontier of Arracan a large force under
Brigadier-general Morison was preparing to enter
his empire, and if possible to co-operate with- Sir
Archibald Campbell’s division ; from Sythet, an--
other army under Bng'adler-geneml Shouldham,
- threatened to advance to the capital through Cas-
say; in Assam, Lieutenant-colonel Richards was
busy with a small but active corps; and on the
south, the Siamese, who had already manifested
their friendly-dispositions towards the British, held
out hopes of their making a movement in conjunc-
tion with our columns,” which were to march up
.the Irrawaddy. His celestial Majesty, however,
18 mot easily terrified, or, if he is, he has too much

’
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resumed its march towards Donoobew with all pos-
sible expedition. By the 7th of March, it was near
enough that place to hear distinctly the sound of &
cannonade, which the marine division under Ge-
neral Cotton, having arrived first, had already o-
pened upon it. The operations of this division, in
passing up the Irrawaddy, had necessarily been
much more arduous than those of the land column.
Various stockades and entrenchments had been
thrown up upon the banks to oppose its progress.
At Paulang, in particular, a very spirited affair
took place, where between four and five thousand
Birmese were driven back from very powerful for-
tifications with considerable loss. Upon this and
other similar occasions, the shells and rockets used
by the British were found of the greatest service,
both as tending to throw the. enemy into confusion;
and to save the lives of our men. After these suc<
cesses, Brigadier-General Cotton proceeded direct
to Donoobew ; and though Sir Archibald Campbelt
had not yet come up, he determined uvpon attack-
ing the enemy, who, headed by Bandoola, mus-
tered about 15,000 strong, and had fortified their
position in the most skilful and soldier-like man-
ner. An outer stockade, which our marine force
first attacked, was carried with 2 loss to the enemy of
about 400 men. The attempt made upon the second
stockade was less successful ; and, after being ex-
posed for a considerable time to a heavy fire, Ge-
neral Cotton found it necessary to re-embark the
troops he had landed for the purpose of making
the assault, and dropped down four miles below
Donoobew, there to wait until reinforced. QOur
loss in this second affair was serious.

In the mean while, Sir Archibald Campbell, not
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npon our part, with little or no return from the
enemy, a citcumstance which occhsioned svirve sur-
prise. The cause, however, was satisfettorily e-
nough explained next day. The fort of Donoo-
bew was neatly evacuated, for on the morning of
the first, Maha Bandools, while going his rounds,

had been killed on the spot by a rocket ; and such

was the panic which instantly took .possession of

the garrison, that the surviving chiefs found it ut-

terly impossible to keep it any longer together.

Just as the enemy’s rear guard fled townrds th¥

neighbouring jungle on the 2d, our mrmy took pos-

sessidh of the place, and found in it a great store

not only of guns and ammunition, but of grain

sitfficient for many months consumption.

The death of Maha Bandoola was probably the
grestest misfortune which the Bitman monarch had
yet sustained. There can be little doubt that he pos-
sessed talents of no mean order, and the respect,
approaching to awe, which be inspired in his sol-
diers, inade them 'a great deal more formidable
when under his command than that of any ome
else. One of the prisoners found in the fort re-
latetl the particulars of his General's death n these
words: “ I belong to the household of Menghi
Maha Bandoola, and my business was to beat the -
a’fat drums that are hanging in the veranda of the

ongee’s house. Yesterdny mrorning, between
the hours of nine and ten, while the chief’s dinner
was preparing, he went out to take his usual mom-
ing walk round the works, 'and arrived at his ob-
servatory, (that tower with a’'red ball upon it),
where, as there was no firing, he set down upon
& couch which was kept there for his use. While
be was giving ordery to some of his chiefs, the
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our hen.d-quarters were fixed at Prome, from
whence a detachment ma:cbed, during May, to-
wards Tonghoo, taking possession of the interme-
diate country, and returning about the end of May
to Prome. The Prinee of Sarrawuddy, who now
headed the remnant of the Birmese army, fell back
upon Melloone, and busied himself in raising re-
cruxts, to the pumber of abonut 80,000, for the en~
suing campaign
. During the stay of the British army at Prome,
every thing was done to conciliate the good will
and secure the confidence of such of its native in-.
habitants as returned to it. The consequences
were particularly happy, The tide of population
flowed back; and not only at Prome, but in all
the towns and districts which had been already
fassed,' an active and cheerful people returned to
ive in unmolested quiet, perfectly satisfied of the
good faith and honesty of their invaders. In fact,
the whole of Pegue, as well s a considerable por-
tion of Ava Proper, may be considered as having,
at this time, been under the jurisdiction -of the
British. We had certainly congnered the country.
so far; and, without attempting any material al-
teration of their ordinary modes of civil govern-
ment, we found it necessary to supply the place
of their magistrates and other creatures of the
crown, . who had for the most part absconded, by
organizing 8 system of official authority, to whlch
we gave the sanction of onr approval and assis-
tance. Into the details of these arrangements xt‘
is unnecessary here to enter. It is sufficient ta
say that they were at once simple and effective ;
and reflect no small credit on our Commander-in-
ehief and his advisers.
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by the slower, though pe
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when we assert, that none but British soldiers
powerfully assisted by a flotilla commanded by
British sailors, could have succeeded in steadily
‘advancing from ore stockade to another, under the
continued volleys of the Birmese, and in driving, at
the point of the bayonet, without returning a shot,
their opponents from a position thres miles in -
extent. On the 5th, the victory was complete.
Every division of the Birmese army, and there
were several, had been-beaten in succession; and,
completely disheartened, the fugitives dispersed
themselves in all directions; wherever the woods
or the jungles seemed to offer eoncealment. -

It was now determined to lose no tinre in ad-
vancing to Ava itself, which is about three hun-
dred miles distant ftom Prome ; and on the 9th of
December the march was commenced. On the
29th our army reached Melloone, about half-way
between Ava and Prome, having seen nothing on
the way but a deserted country, covered with the
wounded, the dead, and the dying. The Birmese
monarch was at last awakened to something like a
becoming knowledge of the situatiort in which
he stood; and at Melloone, a flag of truce was
sent to meet us, and to intimate the arrival of a
commissioner from Ava, with full powers to con-
clude a treaty of peace. That this was really the
case, was attested by the amicable conduct of the
enemy’s troops who were assembled at Melloone.
Our army, therefore, halted on the opposite side
of the river, and a barge was moored in the mid-
dle, where the first meeting with the new*delegate
was to take place. On the lst of January, the
commissioners of both nation‘: met. The demand

2a .
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made upon our part of a crore of rupees, as well
ae of the cession of Arracan, and the restoration of
Cassay, was what principally etartled the Birmese
commissioners ; but, at length, finding it impossi-
ble to make us alter our terms, the treaty was
pgreed to and signed, fifieen days being allowed
for obtaining the ratification of the King. At the
expiration of that peried, it was communicated to
ns from Melloone, that no amswer had yet been
received from Ava, and a further delay of some
#ix or eight-dsys was requested. But as this must
evidently have been a preconcerted scheme, sus-
picions were roused 'of the sincerity of that de-
signing court, and Sir Archibald Campbell gave
the Binmese the choice of only two salternatives,
gither to evacuate Melloone, and allow him to take
possession of it, in which case he would remain
guiet for a short time longer, or tp prepare for an
gesault, which he would make upon it that very
night. 'Fhe Birmese, with much courage, instantly

pared for their defence. ,Though not inferior in
E:very, however, the military tactics of the Bir-
mese will not for & moment bear any comparison
with ours. Early on the 19th January 1826, the
» British standard was erected on the walls of Mel-
loone, 15,000 men baving been driven out ‘of the
town by, comparatively, a mere handful. In the
house of Prince Memiahoo; a half-brother of the
King, who had taken the command, was found mo-
ney to the amount of from 30 to 40,000 rupees ;
and what was still more surprising, though perhapa
pot quite 80 agreeable, both the English and Birmese
copies of the treaty lately made, signed and sealed
8s they hatl been at the meeting, and bearing, conse-
quently, undeniable- evidence of their never having
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been perused by the King. ¢ It is no easy mat-
ter, ” says an officer from whose work we have
already quoted, “ to divine what ohject the Cours
of Ava could have had in view in opening nego-
-tiations they had no intention of abiding by, or
what possible result they could bave anticipated
from a short and profitless delay, which to us was
in every point of view desirable, as much to allow
the men to recover from the debilitating effects of
their late fatigue, as to afford time for collecting
cattle from the interior, and sufficient supplies of
every description for prosecuting our journey along
a sacked and plundered line of country. ”—¢ Me-~
miaboo and his  beaten army,” adds Major Snod-
grass, “ retired from the scene of their disasters
with all poesible haste, and the British Commander
prepared to follow him up without delay. Be-
fore, however, commencing his march, he de-
spatched 8 messenger with the unratified treaty to
the Kee Wongee, as well to show the Birmess
chiefs that their perfidy was discovered, as to give
them the means of still performing their engage-
ments ;—but merely telling the latter in his note,
that, in the hurry of departure from Melloone, he
hsd forgotten a document which he might now
find more useful and acceptable to his government
than ‘they had a few days previously considered it.
The Wongee and his colleague politely returned
their best thanks for the paper; but observed, that
the same hurry that had caused the loss of the
treaty, bad compelled them to leave behind a
large sam of money, which they also much re-
gretted, and which they were sure the Brit:ish Ge=
neral only waited an opportunity of returning. ”

. Our army now resumed its march upon Ava.
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On the S1st of January, it was met by a Deetor
Price, an American missionary, and an Englishman
of the name of Sandford, assistant surgeon of the
Royal Regiment (who had been taken prisoner
some months before), and who were now sent
on their parole of honour to commmunicate the sin-
eere desire which his celestial Majesty at last enter-
tained for peace, and 1o ascertain the lowest terms
upon which it would be granted. The terms offered
at Melloone were renewed, and the British general
having promised not to advance for twelve days
nearer their capital than Pagahm-mew, the two de-
legates returned to Ava. There car be little
doubt that the Birmese monareh now saw the ne-
cessity for peace, and was therefore anxious to
secure it ; but the terme proposed, lenient as they
were, he found dreadfully galling to his pride. At
all hazards, therefore, he resolved upon one effort
more, and if that fsiled, peace was te be imme-
diately concluded. On the fall of Mellioone, ke
rmade an appeal to the patriotism and gemerosity of
his subjects. He represented himself as tottering
on his throne, and the immortal dominion of Ava
as sbout to pass away into the hands of strungers.
To the troops which he now cellected, to the a-
mount of about 40,000 men, he gave the honour-
able appellation of “ Retrievers of the King's
Glory;” and a warrior, bearing the formidable .
titles of “ Prince of the Setting Sun,” * Prince .
of Darkness,” and “ King of Hell,” was intrust-.
ed with the command of this force. He took his
position at Pegahm-mew, where he was attacked by
the British on the 9th of March. The result was
the same as had attended all our engagements
with the Birmess. We took possession of the

t4
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Ancede-dlnght thereto. The Unnoupectowmien, er
.Arracan mountains (known in Arracan by the name of
Yeomatoung, or Pokhingloung range), will henceforth
form the boundary between the two great nations on that
side. Any doubts regarding the said line of demarcationr,
will be settled by the commissioners appointed by the re-
spective governments for that purpose, such commission-
ers from both powers to be suitable and cerresponding in
rank.

« Art. IV.—His Majesty, the King of Ava, cedes to
the British Government the eonquered provinces of Yelr,
Tavoy, and Mergui and Temasserim, with the islands and
dependencies thereunto appertaining, taking the Saluoen
tiver as the line of demarcation on that frontier. Any
. doubts regarding their boundaries will be settled as specit

fied in the cgncluding part of Art. TIL

¢ Art. V.—In proof of the sincere disposition of the
Birman Government to maintain the relations of peace
and amity between the nations; and as part indemnifica~
tion to the British Government for the etpenses of the
war, his majesty, the King of Ava, agrees te pay the sum
of one crore of rupees.

«« Art. VI.—No person whatever, whether native or
foreigner, is hereafter to be molested by either party, on
‘account of the part which he may have taken, or have been
‘compelled to take, in the present war.’

¢ Art, VIL.—In order to cultivate and improve the re-
lations of amity and pesce hereby established between the
two Governments, it is agreed, that accredited ministers,
retaining an escort, or safeguard of fifty men from each,
shall reside at the durbar of the other, who shall be per-
mitted to purchase, or to build a suitable place of resi-
dence, of permanent materials ; and a commercial treaty,
upon principles of reciprocal advantage, will be entered
into, by the two high contracting powers.

¢ Art. VIIL.—All public and private debts contracted
by either government, or by the subjects of either govern-
ment, with the others previous to the war, to be recog-
nised and liquidated, upén the same principles of honour
and good faith, as if hostilities had not taken place be-
tween the two nations; and no advantage shall be taken
by either party, of the period that may have elapsed since
the debts were incurred, or in consequence of the war;
‘snd according to thé universal law of nations, it is furs
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¢« Additional Article.—The British commissioners be-
ing most anxiously desirous to manifest the sincenty of
their wish for peace, and to make the immediate execu-
tion of the fifth article of this treaty as little irksome or
inconvenient as possible to his Majesty the King of Ava,
consent to the following arrangements with respect to the
division of the sum total, as specified in the article before
referred to, into instalments, viz. upon the payment of 25
lacs of rupees, or one-fourth of the sum total, (the other
articles of the treaty being executed), the army will re-
tire to Rangoon. Upon the further payment of & similar
sum, at that place, within one hundred days from this
date, with the proviso as above, the army will evacuate
the dominions of his majesty the King of Ava with the
least possible delay, leaving the remaining moiety of the
sum total to be paid by equal annual instalments in two
years, from this 34th day of February 1826, a.D.,—
through the Consul or Resident in Ava or Pegue, on the
part of the Honourable East India Company.

(Bigned Signed

Ln.onng;dxo)nm‘, A, C(nnn:u)., Major-
Woongee, L. S, General and Senior
Seal of the Lotoo. Commissioner,

(Signed) Signed) .

Sawacuix Woow, 'T. C. Rorerrson, Civil

Atawoon, L. 8. Commissioner, L.S.
H. D. Cuaps, Capt.
R. N.

-

Thus concladed a war of a more serious and
extensive nature than any in which our Indisn go-
vernment had been engaged for aleng period. The
cool perseverance and intrepidity with which so
small a force as that commanded by Sir Archibald
Campbell marched far into the interior of a hos-
tile country, overcoming in its progress thousands,
not of rude barbarians, but of well-disciplined and
most courageons soldiers, cannot certainly be suf-
ficiently admired, and offers a subject of proud re-
fiection for the historian of British valour. Ava
itself, the golden capital of the © Lord of Earth



THE BIRMESE WAR., 55

and Air,” would have been, had we so chosen, an
easy prey to our victorious arms; but as our ob-
Jject was not so much to conquer a country as to
teach a lesson of bumility to a haughty people, and
as the capture of a city which the Birmese vene-
rate so highly might only have served to exasperate
their feelings, and induce them to protract the war
at any risk, it showed at once sound judgment and
self-denial to abstdin from proceeding to this last
extremity, though we were within four days march
of Ava. All that it was necessary for us to do,
was done. The cession of Arracan, in particular,
gives to our Indian territories on that frontier & se-
curity from hostile invasion, which they never be-
fore possessed ; whilst the footing upon which our
commercinl relations with the Birmese empire have
been placed, are-of such a nature as to afford us
advantages of the most important kind. Besides,
the benefits derived from this war are not likely to
be of a temporary nature. The eyes of the court
of Ava must now be opened to the vast superio-
rity of the British nation in point of military power;
and whatever tone it may still affect to assume in
conformity with the national policy of most Eastern
states which affects to treat every thing foreign
with contempt, it will long continue to remember,
with emotions of salutary fear, the defeat of its
bravest and most numerous armies at Rangoon,
Donoobew, at Prome, at Melloone, and at Pegamue.

In coneluding this page of British history, it is
particularly gratifying to be able to record, not
only the brilliant actions of our brave soldiers, but
the well-won gratitude of their fellow-countrymen.
On the 8th of May 1827, Mr C. W. Wynn moved

VOL. IL 28 - 9
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in the House of Commons, and on the 14th Lord
Goderich in the Lords, that the thanks of each
House be given to the officers and men engaged in
the late glorious successes in India. The thanks
of the British Parliament have always been re-
ceived as one of the best rewards which could be
bestowed for services performed to the country;
and certainly they were never given with the more
hearty concurrence of the whole nation, than upon
the present occasion.
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HAVING, in the preceding psges, endeavoured to
glve as distinct a narrative as ouy space would ad-
mit, of the late important transactions which have
taken place between this country and Birmab, it is
now our wish to present our readers with such addi--
tional information regarding the Birmese empire
and national character, as we may have been dble
to colleot from various sources, and as we feel con-
fident will not be perused without interest. We
are necessarily obliged to condense our facts as
much as possible; but they will not be the less de-
serving of attention on that account.

Aware as we now areé of the great internal resour-
ces of Birmabh, its external or natural advantages must
beno less obvious to everyone who casts his eye over
the map of those countries that surround the Bay
of Bengal. Our territories, which lie on the north
and the west, are at once discovered to be greatly
inferior in most of the topographical requisites of a
commercial and maritime country ; whilst, from the
river Naaf on the Chittagong frontier, following
the line of comst southwards as far as Tenasserim,
are many commodious and safe harbours, even ex-
cluding those of Bassein and Rangoon, which are
probably surpassed by none in the world, It is
true, that the Birmese, either through ignorance or
inactivity, have not derived that benefit which it
was, in their power to have done from these cir-
cumstances ; but this is probably only the more fa-
vourable for us, as it would induce them the more
willingly to permit our merchants to establish up-
on the best footing a connexion for the purposes of
trade and traffic with the ports alluded to. Nei-
ther ought it to-be forgotten how fatal an influence
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it might bave on our Eastern possessions, were any
other European power hostile. to* us to obtain the
command of any of those ports, and shut them a-
gainst us. The fertility of Bengal, we already
know from experience, is far from being beyond
the influence of the seasons ; but if our settlements
be maintained on the Birmese coast, the luxuriant
and almost spontaneous productions of that empire
would ever be to British India a certain resource
against the calamities of famine.

Anxious therefore that nothing of consequence
should remain unknown concerning a country to
which we have of late been accustomed to look with
somuch interest, and with which our commercial and
political relations are probably destined soen to be of
a much more extensive and definite kind, we shall,
in the sequel, without further introduction, arrange
our remarks under the six different heads of Statis-
tical details of the Birmese empire,—Peculiarities
of the Court of Ava—Legislative Enactments—
Public and Domestic Character of the People—
Their Religion—and Literature.

" L StarisricaL Derarrs.—The extent and
boundaries of the Birmese dominions have heen va-
riously stated, and, changing as they continually
are by the fortune of war, it is extremely difficult
| to state, with any thing like accuracy, the precisa
' number of square miles over which his golden-
footed Majestybears sway. Malte Brun estimates
the empire at about 1050 geographical miles in
length, and 600 in breadth, in which, however, it
must have suffered considerably by the recent ces-
sion of Arracan. Both he and Colonel Franklin
agree in stating the number of square miles to be

)
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about 194,000. The population of the empire
was supposed by Colonel Symes, in 1795, to be
17,000,000; but Captain Cox, who succeeded
Symes as an envoy to the court of, Amerapoora,
has rated it at only 8,000,000, while Colonel
Franklin, who seems to have been at great pains
in collecting information upon this and other sub-
jects connected with the Birmese, proceeds, appa-
rently upon sound data, in allowing only 25 inha-
bitants to a square mile, or a total population ‘of
little more than 5,000,000. The reason probably
why a traveller, possessing the acuteness and in-
telligence of Colonel Symes, may have been led to
form so erroneous an estimate is, that he judged of
the entire country by the fertile and populous tracts
which line the banks of the Irrawaddy. But this
river, being the high road of the empire, ewdently
affords no fair rule by which to form an opinion’ of
the remoter and less frequented districts. As nearly
@8 Colonel Franklin could ascertain, there were in
Amerapoors, the late capital, 25,000 houses, and,
88 the taxes are levied on houses, he supposes that
seven persons may be allowed to each, which makes
the population of that city only 175,000 souls. It
has been further ascertained, that there are at most
not more than 8000 cities, towns and villages, in
the Birman dominions ; and that these, owing to
-the necessity for the unprotected - inhabitants unit-
- ing in societies, comprise probably nearly all the
houses existing in the empire. Of these towns and
villages the average is not more than 200 houses
each, which gives the mumber of 1,600,000 hou-
ses, and this, at the rate of seven inhabitants to a
“house, yields a populatxon of 11,200,000, of wblch
282
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notmmdnnonehlfmbeconmdendmam
of fixed and effective

It is a somewhat curious fact, that the proportion
of women to men in the Birman empire is about four
to one. Colonel Franklin’s inquiries, however, con-
vineed him that this great disproportion was not to
‘e attributed to any natural cause, as he ascertained
‘that the births of females did not exceed that of the
males beyond what is common. It must be account-
ed for rather by the incessant wars in which the ra-
pacious disposition of the Birmese sovereigns have
‘continually involved their subjects. But frem what-
ever canse this effect proceeds, the military force
of the empire, a matter of some consequence, can-
not fail to be deeply affected by it.

There is no standing land force, except a small
ill-disciplined corps of artillery, a still smaller body
of cavalry, and about 2000 infantry. The Bir-
mese monarch’s armies are always raised on the
spur of the moment. The state council determines
the number of men to be furnished by each dis-
trict ; and the Princes, Chobwas, and Lords, who
hold their lands by military tenure, are bound to
see that number made up without loss of time.
‘When the rates are fixed, the two, four, or more
houses which furnish one man, must advance, be-

. sides, 300 tecals (about 400 rupees) as his pay

durmg the war, whatever its length may be. The
recruit must furnish himself with a spear, sword,
target, and musket ; ammunition he receiyes gratis,
Colonel Franklin was of opinion, that it ‘would be
difficult for the court of Ava to raise and main-
tain, for any length of time, an army exceeding
60,000 men. That he much underrated its- abi-
lity in this respect, the events of the late war suf-
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ficiently attest. To secure the fidelity of the con-
scripts, their families are always retained in the
district to which they belong ; and should their re-
‘lation desert, are mercilessly burnt alive without
distinction of age or sex.

The revenue of the country is a subject upon
‘which we still remain in great uncertainty. It
arises principally from the tribute of the Chob-
was, the tithe of the produce of the crown lands,
the mines, and the imports and exports. It is not
4 little increased also by the perpetual occurrence
of confiscations, escheats, fines, donations, &c. &c.
For the most part the revenues are collected in
kind, with the exception of the tributes of the
Chobwas, and the duties on cotton and some- other -
articles, which are paid in bullion. The annual in-
come of the public treasury does not probably exceed
fifteen lacks of rupees per annum. DBut whatever
may be the state of the funds set aside for public
services, the personal wealth of the golden monarch
is always immense, consisting not only of the ac-
cumulated treasures of his ancestors, but of the
‘property- of almost every man of wealth or consi-
deration in the country, whom he generally takes
care to proscribe at least once in the course of his
reign. Nor does the provision which he may find
it necessary to make for his children or his house~
‘hold diminish these stores ; they are supported by
grants of territory, privileges of markets, or of
levying imposts, or of some other patrimonial or

" acquired method of Eastern aggrandizement. On
the whole, the king of Ava is probably the richest
prince in India.

The elimate of Birmah is at once temperate and
-selubrious, and is perhaps superior to that of any
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other country in the same parallel of latitude.
“ The seasons,” says Colonel Franklin, “ are re-
gular, and a pestilence was never known. Earth-
quakes are very rare, and storms or tempests sel-
dom felt.” The rainy season, which lasts for a-
bout four months, and which is common to all
these latitudes, is indeed almost the only ineon~
.venience of the climate. The soil of the lower
provinces in particular, is extremely fertile, pro-
ducing, besides vast’ quantities of most valuable
teak-wood, a great variety of grains, as well as
indigo, tobacco, cotton, and sugar. Fruit is ex-
deedingly plentiful, and some sorts are peculiar to
the country; mangoes, oranges and melons, are
abundant, and in great perfection. Vegetables ' of
all kinds are also plentiful, and a dearth is seldom
known.  The country, likewise, is well stocked
with mines and minerals. It contains, too, several
mineral springs, as well as caverns and caves, which,
if the accounts given of them be true, surpass every
thing of the kind hitherto known.

The exports of Birmah are numerous and va-
luable. Of the raw matefials, the teak-timber -is
undoubtedly entitled to the precedence. The con-
sumption of this invaluable wood in the country
itself is very great, both for their common houses,
their numerous religious buildings, and their river-
boats. Yet so inexhaustible are the forests which
line the banks of the Irrawaddy, and some of the
other rivers, that the supplies continue as abundant
as ever, and little variation has occurred in the
price. It is difficult to calculate the advantage
which this country may derive from an extensive
commerce in this article as a mesns of supporting
that naval power; by which alone we-are enabled
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to retain the dominion of the seas. . The article
next in importance is cotton, of which great quan-
tities are annually exported’ to China. Among
"many other articles of crude produce, it is proper
to enumerate ivory, which in Birmah is consider-
ed royal property—wax, which is procured very
plentifully—lead—copper—arsenic —tin, which is
for the most part brouglit from Tavoy and Mer-
gui—amber—indigo—paper, of two kinds, one
made of the bark of the paper wulberry, white
and fine, the other of the macerated filaments of
bamboo, dark and coarse—birds’ nests, in great re-
quest for the China market, and collected in small
islands on the coast,—fish-maws, and shark-fins,
also for the China market,—tobacco, which has
been long cultivated and used in the country, and
is probably indigenous, notwithstanding that some
botanists maintain it to have been imported into
Asis from America—honey, which is very plenti-
ful, the Birman wilds being extensive, and abound-
ing in bees—rice, nutritive, but coarse—pre-
cious stones, of all sorts except the diamond ; but
particularly rubies, of excellent quality, sapphires,
emeralds, topazes, amethysts and garnets. Many
other articles of a similar nature might be enume-
. rated, but these are the principal.

We find likewise from Colonel Franklm, that
the principal manufactures of the kmgdom, at least
those which are intended for its exportation, are, 1st,
Ships built in Birmese ports, of which it was under-
stood in 1801, that, on an average of the preced-
ing ten years, 3000 tons were built per annum ;
2d, Towelling,-of which they are famous for mak-
ing a rough kind ; 8d, Earthen ware from Pegue,
which has long been celobrated for this manufac.
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ture ; 4th, Saltpetre, not well refined, and ome
cause consequently of the badness of their gun-
wder ; 5th, Silks of various kinds, of which,
owever, few are exported ; und, 6th, Silver Bul-
lion, according to the weight of which, of various
standards, from the want of a cwrent coin, t.he
Birmese generally keep their accounts.

The number of vessels which may belong to
Birmese merchants cannot be great. The charac-
ter of the people in time of peace, the continuance
of which can never be calculated on for & year at .-
a time, is unquestionably more of an agricultural
than commercial kind. They are very indifferent
sailors, their voyages being seldom any thing else
than coasting expeditions, through channels ljttle
exposed, and the greater part of their export trade
being carried on in foreign bottoms: - To the pos-
gession of a navy, they have not the most distant
pretensions, the only thing in the shape of a ma-
rine force, which they can boast, consisting of the
Irrawaddy war-boats, described by Colonel Symes
and others. The largest of these are from 80 to
100 feet long, but in breadth they seldom exceed -
8 feet.” They carry from 50 to 60 rowers, and a
piece of ordnance proportionate to the size of the
boat. Each rower is armed, and a party of sol-
diers is also commonly on board. They sail in
fleets, and their attack is very impetuous. The
sailors encourage each other, by singing a war-
song, and can impel the vessel with either the
stern or the prow foremost. The largest of these
boats does not draw more than three feet of water,
In a military point of view, they are the most re-
spectable part of the Birman force.

', . To these details we have only to add, that Bu'-



\

PECULIARITIES OF THE COURT OF AVA. 85
wah is in general divided into the Upper and
Lower provinces, Amerapoora or Ava being pro-
bably about the centre of the empire. To the
north and east of that capital, the country is moun-
tainous, but intersected by many delightful valleys,
under the command of the numerous petty prin-
ces named Chobwas, who pay a certain annual tri-
‘bute. The inhabitants of these districts are called
Shans, which may not inappropriately be translat-
ed Highlanders. From Aya to Prome, within
which boundaries lie the most central parts of the
Birmese empire, the country is much more level,
and the soil on the banks of the river is perhaps
the richest in the world. The ancient kingdom of
Tonghoo is also fertile, but thinly inhabited. The
country between Prome and Rangoon, which now
constitates Lower Ava, and was formerly the
kingdom of Pegue, is populous and well cultivat-
ed ; and it is with this part of the empire that the
British are as yet best acquainted.

II. PECULIARITIES OF THE COURT OF AVaA.
—~The constitution of the Birman government is,
in the strictest sense of the word, despotic. The
king is above all the laws, and the most implicit
obedience to his commands is inculcated as the
first duty of the subject. Assuming, as he does,
titles which in their sounding emptiness mock the
weskness of humanity, the lord of earth and air
hesitates not to arrogate the prerogative, and exact
the adoration paid to & deity. The very existenee
of all the most ancient nsages and customs of the
country depend upon his voice; and life, liber-
ty and property, are toys with which he sports at
will. His external splendowm far exceeds that of
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sny Eurcpean sovereign; and as we have already .
said, his wealth is inexhanstible. His privy coun- .
sel, who advise with him on affairs of state, con-
sists commonly of four old men, his personal friends,
to whom experience may be supposed to have
taught wisdom, and the advance of life to have
moderated the ambition and calmed the passions of
youth. There is, besides, a great public council
where the king commonly presides, and where no-
thing ean be determined without his sanction.
Pride, as well as splendour, is a characteristie
feature of the Birmese court ; both are indeed the
- common attendants  of tyranny. The reception
which the various ambassadors have met with
whom the British Government of India bave seen
cause to send to Ava, sufficiently marks the baugh-
ty and unbending tone which that court is disposed
to assume towards foreigners. Unlike the powers
of Hindostan, with whomwe have had occasion
to have any intercourse, and who, from the days of
Tamerhane, have undeviatingly observed the same
formalities towards our envoys, the Birmans always
received them with jealousy, frequently treated
them with insolence, and almost always dismissed
them unceremoniously. Whether the late war may
have effected any change in their sentiments upon
this subject, is yet to be proved ; but certainly the
facts mentioned both by Colonel Symes, and his
still less fortunate successor, Captain Cox, are e-
nongh to rouse indignation, if they had mot previ-
ously excited contempt.
But it is not towards foreigners alone that this
farce of unapproachable sublimity is attempted to
" be kept up on the part- of his celestial majesty.
“Every artifice is resorted to which power can eom-
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CnphinCoxwuntAmempoom,demdofM
and Air himself cut down too large trees to make
into rockets, each of which was to contain 10,500
pounds of gunpowder. The effect produced by the
simultaneous firing of ten or twenty such rockets
must be somewhat striking.

Upon these public occasions his Majesty ususlly
eppears in one of his eplendid imperial state car-
~ riages. That which was captured during the late

war, and publicly exhibited in this country, afford-
_ed a tolerable specimen of what these state carri-
ages are. It was one of the most singular snd
magnificent productions of art that can well be
imagined, presenting one entire blaze of gold, sil-
ver, and precious stones, the number of the latter
amounting to many thousands, —comprehending
diamonds, rubies, white and blue sapphires, eme-
ralds, amethysts, garnets, topazes, and crystals of
all sorts. The carving was of & very superior de-
scription; and the form and construction of the
carriage, though curious to European eyes, was
nevertheless in such good taste, and the workman-
ship so chaste and refined, that the general effect
was exceedingly imposing. It was between twenty
and thirty feet high, and is in Birmsh always drawn
by elephants. .
""" Ridiculous as the importance attached to these
matters by this Eastern despot may seem, it is
probabx well for the country over which he bears
sway that his dispositions lead him to indulge
in excesses of no more criminal 8 kind. The Bir-
man monarch, conscious as he is of his own power,
and willing enough on many occasions to exert it
to .@hg utmost, does not on the whole seem desir-
ous to interfere materially with the domestic ha-
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bits ahd happiness of his people. To those at a
distance, whom he knows to be possessed of power
28 well as himself, he is invarlbly reserved and
haughty ; to those whom birth or accidental cir-
cumstances have given a high, and perhaps formi-
dable rank in the state, he seldom scruples at the
dictates, either of prudence or fear, to be both
cruel and unjust ; but to those whom fortune has
placed in what he regards an unmeasurable grade
below him in the scale of creation, he is altogethrer
indifferent, viewing them only as tools in the hands
of his magistrates and governors, by which to ef-
fect his measures of state policy. This will per-
haps appear still more clear when we have said a
few words on .
“ III. BiRMESE LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS.— .
Al the cities throughout the empire are govermed
by Maywhoons, who apparently correspond pretty
nearly with our Lord Mayors. The Maywhoon
is commonly assisted by three other civil magis-
trates, who act as judges in all civil and criminal
guits, holding their comrt in the town-hall or
¢ Place of Truth, ” of which there is one in every
city. Besides, every great officer, whether civil
or military, is a justice of peace within a certain
district, and can try petty causes, and punish tres-
passes by flogging, fine, or imprisonment. One of
the great evils, indeed, to which the people are
exposed, arises from the multiplicity of these offi-
«cers, who claim the privilege of acting as justices of
All causes must originate in the town-

hall, but may be removed by appea! to the Lotoo;
or Great Court of the empire, and ultimately td

»
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his Ms;estym Council ; but, the expenps, of o>
taining a hearing there is enormons.

.In addition torthe common mode of dec.tdmg
causes, which is by the apcient written law, mugh
altered, it is true, by subsequent cystom from. ity
original institutes, trials’ by ordeal, yarymg,a.gpod
deal from those of India, are cogpmon ]
the empire. Of trials of this kind, Capain Qﬁ;
mentiops the followmg curigps instance which.took
place, to ascertain the truth of an,accusgtion .of
adultery against a native. The defendapt denyr
ing the charge, the principals, witnesses and cours,
adjourned to a small pagoda wnhon; the wallg.of
the town, when, all the parties werg solemnly
sworn according to the rites of the Birman . fajth
the depositions of the witnesses taken down, and
. the Deity invoked. by, the. priest, to jrdga beg¥pen

t.he es, A certain quanﬂtyofwaan
weighed in two .equal portions, and formed m}q
two_candles, whxch were Jighted. at .the same iy
stant. One was held by the plaintiff, the other by
the defendant ; and the holder of the candle whigh
first burned out was. adjudgedl to have sworn falsely,
god of course lost .the cause, and would, be sen~
tenced to pay the. cost of the sujt, amounting te
400 tecals, and damages 300 tecals. In this case,
the defendant’s candle burged onut. figst, . when .the
people gave a shout, and the plamnﬂ' s friends bayy
ing prepared a band of musi¢, sad danceys,_ they
exhijbited before the people . RN
In their punishments the Birmans are exceeds
ingly severe. The mildest manner of suffering
" death is to have the head taken off with a large
- knife, commonly at one stroke. Killing, by various
modes of barbarous torture, is much more cemmon,
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‘Reprioves may not unfrequently be purchased with
money, however deserving of punishment the
malefactors be; but, if mone} be wanting, the
slightest offence is visited without mercy. Mrs
Judson, who writes an account of the American
Baptist Mission to the Birman empire, relates
the particulars of one or twb executions at which
she and her husband were present. The scenes
were shocking in the extreme. On one occasion
¢ four Birmans were fastened to a high fence,
first by the bair of the head aund neck; their
arms were then extended horizontally, as far as
they could be stretched, without dislocation, and
& cord tied tight around them ; their thighs and
legs were then tied in their natural position ; they
were ripped open from the lowest to the highest
extremity of the stomach, and their vitals and part
of their bowels were hanging out; large gashes
were cut in a downward direction in their sides
and thighs, so as to bare the ribs and thigh-
bones. One, who I suppose was more guilty
‘than the rest, had an iron instrument thrust
sidelong through the breast,-and part of his vi-
tals pushed out in the opposite direction. Thus,
with the mnder jaw fallen, their eyes open and
fixed, naked, excepting & cloth round the middle,
‘they hung dead.” Afterwards, Mrs Judson was
present when six men were executed. There were
seven culprits in all; but of these two were brothers,
who requested to be shot, asking, at the same time,
to be pardoned if the fourth shot should miss. The
elder brother was fired at four times without effect,
‘snd was then loosed from the tree to which he
had been tied, amidst the shouts and laughter of
' - 2c¢c?
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the spectators. The younger brother. was less
fortunate ; he. expired at.the second shot. The
remaining fire were bebeaded each at one hlow.
“ We went close to them,” says Mrs Judsom,
“ and saw their trunks and their heads and their
bleod. We saw a man put his foot on ane of the
trunks, and press it with as. litle feeling.as ofe
would tread upon a beast.” This piece of wane
ton cruelty must not however :be considered. as
characteristic. of national feeling,-as it is- likely
that none but the worst characters. frequented
such scenes as these. The crimes of the poor
creatures alluded.to were varions. One had bean
digging under a pagoda; another had stabbed &
woman, but had not killed her and the rest were
robbérs.

. One great object of the Br:mue laws, is- to e
cure the allegiance of the subject to the sovereign.
The form of the . oath of alleginnce:is particalarly
solemn and imposing... A book of religious ineti-
tutions, and an image with a bowl of water, are
placed before the. person who. is about te talke it
The image is held up ‘before him, he lifts the hawl
in his hands, and repeats these wards.:—* In.ths
presence of . the Creator of five thousand worlds,
with all the saints therein, five large rivers, and
five hundred smdll, the seas and all therein, I eall
all the saints. and angels in heaven .andiearth dp
bear me witness, that 1 wish 'to be.a true and
faithful - subject. of the king of Ava. . May God
grant, that, if I ehould desert his service, 1 may
not pass in safety by water, but the fishes of the
ocean may devour and tear me to pieces! May
God grant, that, if I should desert his service, I
may not pass in safety by land, but be devoured

N
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by wild beasts of the. emh' y God' grant,
thnt, if I should nat keep this oath and ever rebel
against my king and country, the above may hap-
pen to me; that I may be afflicted with the
scopges of the Almighty, snd die an ignominious
death ! 7, This oath is thrice repeated ; the paper
on, wluch it,iy inscribed is then bumt, and the
sghes put into the bowl of water, in which the
myzzle of a musket and the points of a sabre and
lance being dipped, the person says :—¢ May these
weepons become. the instruments of my destruc-
tion, if ever I swerve from the oath I have just
tpken ! ” . The priest then presents the bowl, and
the water is drank. Should the oath ever be
swerved. from, the delipguent is consigned to a ca-
pital punishment of the most dreadful kind, com;
ﬁlqr?lly xmpalemen;. and,_hia house and family are

.There, is a gxeu nnmber of slaves in the Bir-
man empire, the father of a family being alwayp
allowed to sell his wife .and children for the pay-
ment of his debts.. This he is frequently obliged
ta do, not_on, account of any debts which he vo-
luntarily.incurs, but because, under this despotic
gavernment, a tax is frequently levied on an indi-
vidual much beyend his ability to pay, and he is
%'t to the torture .nntll the sum be produced.

e casg, however, is stil] harder when the parent
dies in debs ; for then the creditor may lay claim
ta.the orphans, agd either, retain them himself, -or
sell them. for an equivalent sym. . Notwithstand-
ing all these severities, however, the Birman sys-

tem of laws conmtains much that is good; and, on
the whole, :we doubt extremely that there is a
greater proportion of crime or misery in that em-
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"pire, than will be found in countries which boast

of a greater share of civilization.

! IV. PusrLic AND DomEesTic CHARACTER OF
THE PrOPLE.—It is a matter of extreme difficulty
to speak with any accuracy of national character,
even where we have had numerous opportunities,
by frequent intercourse and personal observation,

to draw our own conclusions regarding it. Of a

natidn till lately so little known to us, and con-
cerning which its unfriendly dispositions towards
us have tended to foster so many prejudices, it
becomes us to speak with every caution and for-
bearance. In time of war, more especially if the
country be ravaged by an invading army, it is next
to impossible for those invaders to form any just
conception of the people whom they have come to
conquer and to kill. In speaking of the Birmese,
therefore, as a nation, we should much rather al-
low ourselves to be guided by the opinions enter-
tained, and the facts stated, by such of our country-
men as happen to have had an.opportanity of visit-
ing it in times of peace and tranquillity. Yet even
they, we find, disagree widely among themselves.
Nor is this to be wondered at, considering the va-
rious sspects under which various circumstances
place different foreigners. Colonel Symes, we
have seen, entertained, on the whole, rather a fa-
vourable impression of the Birmese, though he by
no means shut his eyes to some of their ruling
vices—such as cunning, avarice, and cruelty. On
the whole, we are disposed to think with him,

‘that we shall get nearest the truth by taking a

middle course. I are apt to be audacidus
vad haughty towards strangers, it cannot be deni-
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ed.thet they are ia no slight . degree pasriotic and
courageous. 1§ in their.deglings, with each othen
they sre too often litigious and. deceitful, . they are
st the same . time charitable to .their priests. and
: ﬂmm’ .B-lld, mllch inc]iwl .t'obe hospita.ble and

cheerful. If in war they.sre treacherous and fer
rogious, they -are, aleo .patient .under ;gufferings,
frugal gad hardy. If in their.persons, houses, and
fond, they .are inclined, from a lgzy habit, to be
carelesa and filthy, .they are. in general affection,
ate parents,. dutifal children,. sincere friends, and
not viadigtive ememies.., Mrs Judmen, an. intelr
ligent woman, ‘whe haa, lived many .yeams in the
Birman empire, goes still furthex. . She, describes
the. Birmese 88  a lively, indmstrious, aud enedy
getic.oace, farther advanced. in civilization. than
most of the Eastern nations. They are frank;
candid, and. destitute of that. pusllhmmuy thlch
distingnishes the. Hindoas,. and of that revenges
fal malignity which mahedmgm uutheMau _
lay character.”

"Some of thair Domes&lc mtous sre. cuzions.
We can. ouly mention a few. If-a young wos
men gl‘omm,thedoaorand her .parents free
quently enter -into.an agreement, that, if she
lives,. the .doctor shall take her..as his property;
but, if she dies, that he.shall pay her value to
the parents, . # I.de¢.not know,” says Dr Ba-
chanan, . writer -of mueh research, “.if the doc-
tor .may sell the girb again, .or.must retain her in
his fanily.;. bnlnthq aumber of fige young women,
which I saw in the house of a doctor at Meaday,
makes me' think the practice to be very common.’

In their food, the Birmans, according to our
notions, are very uncleanly. . The lower classes
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eat all kinda of reptiles, lizards, gusnas, and
snakes. Their religion forbids them killing animal
food; and, consequently, animals that have died
from disesse are generally eaten throughout the
country. Captain Cox thinks that this custom,
in which they resemble their neighbours the Chi-
nese, is the cause of a dreadful disorder that at-
tacks the extremities with ulcerous sores, which
soon mortify, and leave those that survive dis-
gusting and mutilated objects. Horse-flesh is in

iar estimation among all the artificers in me-
tals, who think it best calculated to recruit the
strength wasted by working at their forges.
Venison is the only mest permitted to be spld in
the markets, a privilege allowed for the encour-
agement of hunters. The killing of a cow is
‘punished with particular severity. :

The Birmans are exceedingly fond of gayety
and amusements of all sorts. In private, chess
is their favourite entertainment, a game they de-
servedly hold in high estimation. Their board is
the same as ours, and so is the number of their
pieces; but they vary considerably in power. They
arrange them in three rows, so that some squares
on either hand are left unoccupied. The game,
8s played by them, is a good deal more complex
than ours. Their sacred writings prohibit all
games of chance; but they expressly authorize
chess. Music is another favourite recreation of
the Birmans. Their musical instraments, though,
in many respects, rade and imperfect, are yet ca-
pable of producing tones of much power and sweet-
ness, Their softer airs, in particular, please even
the somewhat fastidious ears of foreigners. Their
principal instruments are, & barp of uncouth oon-
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struction ; & fury, which is something like our vio-
lin; a pullaway, which is a common flageolet;
a kye-zoup, which is composed of a collection of
cymbals, producing modulated gradations of sounds;
8 patola, or guitar, made in the shape of a crocor
dile, and used as an accompaniment to the voice ;
8 boundaw, or collection of drums, used in full -
bands in processions ; and a feem, or pipe of Pan,
.composed of reeds, neatly joined together, and
producing soft plaintive melody. Dr Buchanan
purchased a whole set of these musical instrur
ments for something under six guineas; and sung-
gests, that it would be no unprofitable speculation,
to import into this.country a band of Birmese
musicians, who would probably attract considera-
ble attention. Almost every Birman has some in-
strument or other to beguile his vacant hours ; he
who can procure no better, is contented with &
-Jew's harp.

Their public amusements consist pnnc:pally
.of exhibitions of fire-works, in which they great-
ly delight, and which, during certain annual fes-
tivals, are always provided at the expense of go-
vernment. Water contests, too, as described by
Colonel Symes, and which seem to be s kind
of substitute for the want of snow-balls, are com-
mon, and mach relished. The Birmese are like-
wise & dramatic people, and give considerable en-
.couragement to stage representations, although it
«does not appear that they have made much pro-
gress beyond pantomime and melo-drama. Indian
jugglers, and other mountébanks, are continually
perambulating the country; and, on the whole,
they appear to have almost a Parisian delight in
strpuge sights and shows.
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*+ REL1growi—Thére cannot be''n 'doitht that
the Birmese are entitled to Be considered a devout

| R
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‘and pious people, although what they term religion
-would hardly go under that appellation in any
part of Europe. Whilst they believe in the ex-
istence of various geds, or of human beings whe
have become gods, they have formed no concep-
tion whatever of a Supreme Being, who has
‘created, and preserves the universe. The sys-
tem of morals, however, which their religious
doctrines inculcate, is good ; and the fear of punish-
ment, and hope of reward, are the motives held
‘out-for the practice of virtwe. Godama or Gaud-
ma, their supreme divinity, is believed by them
to bave been the fourth incarnation of Buddha.
The particular sttributes with which they invest
kim, as well as the leading prineiples of their creed,
will be best understood by a perusal of the follow-
ing very interesting catechism, translated from the
origiaal Birmese by Dr Buchanan, and which we
have ventured on slightly sbridging, to adapt it
better to our limits. It is entitled, .

A Short View of the Religion of Godama.

¢ A Catholic Bishop, residing at Ava, some time ago
ssked the chief Rahan, called Zaradobura, to give him
some short treatise, which would explain the h of the
dew taunght by Godama. The Zarado, willing to satisfy
the Bishop, wrote for his use the following treatise :—

¢ The gods who have appesred. in this present world,
and who bave obtained the perfect state, Nieban, are four,
Chauchesam, Gonagom, Gaspa, and Godama. .

s Q. Of which of these gods ought the law at preseat
to be followed ?

« 4, Ofthe god Gedama.

“ Q. Where 18 the god Godams ?

8 4. Godana, at the age of thirty-five years, having ob-
‘taimed divinity, preached his law for forty-five years, and
brought salvation to all living beings. At eighty years of

2>
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sge he obtained Nicban, and this happened 2362 years
ago. Then Godama said, ¢ After 1 shall bave departed
from this earth, I will preserve my law and disciples for
five thousand years; * and he commanded that his images
and relics should be worshipped, which has accordingly
been ever since done. .
t« Q. In saying that Godama obtained Niecban, what i
understood by that word ? :
¢ 4. When a person is po longer subject to any of the
following miseries, namely, to weight, old age, disease,
and death, then he is said to have obtained Niebar. No
thing, no place, can give us an adequate idea of Nicban ;
we commonly say, that to be free from the four above
mentioned miseries, and to obtain salvation, is Nieban. In
the same manner a3 when any person, labouring under. a
severe disease, recovers by the assistance of medicine, we
“say, he has obtained health; but if any person wishes to
know the manner, or cause of his thus obtaining health,
it can only be answered, that to be'restored to health sig-
nifies no more than to be recovered from disease. In the
same manner only can we speak of Nieban, and after thia
manner Godama taught.
-« Q. Is not Godama the only true god on the face of
this earth ? :
¢ 4. Godama is the only true and pure god, who knows
the four laws called Sizza, and who can bestow Niebane
In the same manner as on the destruction of a kingdom,
many arise who aspiré to the throne, and who assume the
‘royal insignia ; so, when the time fixed for the duration of
the law preceding Godama had expired, and it had been
prophesied for a thousand years that anew god was about
to appear, six men, before the coming of Godamas, pre-
- tended that they were gods, and each of them was follow~
ed by five hundred disciples.
*“ Q. Did those false gods preach.no doctrine ? :
m;A. They did preach, but that which they taught was
¢ Q. What did they teach ?
¢ 4. One taught, that the cause of all the good and
evil which happen in the world, of poverty and wealth, of
nobility and want of rank, ‘was a certain superior Nat of
the woods, who, on this account, ought to be worshipped
by mankind. . k : .
“ A second taught; that after death men were by no
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means changed into animals, and that animals, on being
slain, were not changed into men; but that, after death,
men were always born men, and animals born aaimals,

¢ A third denied the proper Nicban, and asserted, that
‘all living beings had their beginning in their mother’s
" ‘womb, and would have their end in death; and that there
is no other Niebar but this death.

¢ A fourth taught, that all living things neither had a
beginning, nor would have an end ; and that every thing
which happens arises from a fortuitous and blind fate. He
denied the lot of good and evil deeds, which, according to
the law of Godams, is the efficient cause of all the good
and evil that happen to living beings. .

« The fifth taught, that Nieban consists ih nothing more
‘than the life of certain Nat and Biamma, who live for the
whole duration of a world. He asserted, that the chief
“good works are, to honour our parents, to endure the heat
of the sun or of the fire, and to support hunger ; that there
“is no crime in killing animals. He said, that such as per-
formed these good works, would be rewarded in a future
‘life, and that such as did the contrary would be punished.
" % The last taught, that there existed a being, who had
“created the world, and all things which are therein, and
that this being only is worthy to be adored. *

« Now all these false gods or deitti taught such things,
not because they believed them to be true, but in order to
“answer questions which had been proposed to them, they
said whatever at the time came into their minds.

“ Q When the true god Godama appeared, did not
“the false gods renounce their doctrines ?

¢ 4. Some of them did, but others still continue ob-
stinate ; and with all these Godama fought in the king-
dom Saulti, ncar the tree Manche. What greater miracle
can be performed ?

¢ Q. In this conflict, who gained the superiority ?

¢ 4. Godama did ; on which account the ringleader of
the false gods was so ashamed, that, tying a pot about his
"neck, he threw himself into a river, and was drowned.

¢ Q. What is the doctrine and law which Godama de-
livered to be observed by all men ?

* Here the Zarado probably alludes to Devadat, as the
Rahkans call Jesus Christ, : :
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¢« A. Tt consists chiefly in observing the five command-
ments, and in abstaining from the ten sins,

« Q. What are the five commandments ?

% A. I. From the meanest insect up to man, thou shalt
kill no animal whatever. II. Thou sbalt not steal. IIL
Thou shalt not violate the wife or concubine of another.
IV. Thou shalt tell nothing false. V. Thou shalt drink
neither wine, nor any thing that will intoxicate ; thou shalt
not eat opium, mor otber inebriating drug. Whoever
keeps these five commandments, during all successive

ions, shall either be born a nobleman, or Na.t
.nd shail not be liable to poverty, nor to other m.lsfonunes
and calamities.

¢ Q. What are the ten sins? )

¢ 4. These nre called by the common appellation Duz-
saraik, and are divided into three classes. In the first
class are comprehended the works which are contrary to
the , 1. The killing of animals,
IL Theft 1II. Aduhery. ” Tn the second class are con-
tained, 1V. Falsehood. V. Discord. VI. Harshand in.
dig!uut language. VII. Idle and superfluous talk. To
the third class belong, VIII. The coveting of your neigh-
bour's goods. IX. Envy, and the desire of your neigh-
bour’s death, and misfortunes. X. The following of the
doctrine of false gods. He who abstains from these sins
is said to observe Sila; and every one who observes Sila,
in all successive transmigrations, will continually increase
in virtue, till at length he will become worthy of behold-
ing a god, of hearing his great voice; and thus he will
obtain Nieban, and be exempted from the four known mi-
series, namely, weight, old age, disease, and death. We
must also believe, that Godama taught, if we observe his
ll:ws’ we shall sec the other gods who are to arise after

im.

¢ Revolving these things in your minds, O ye English,
Dutch, .Armenians, and others, adore Godama, the true
God! Adore also his law and bis priests. Be solicitous
in giving alms, in the observance of Sila, and in perform.
ing Bavana. But a true and legitimate priest of Godamia
is not to be found, except in this empire, or in the island
of Ceylon ; and you, O bishop! have obtained a  great lot,
who have been thought worthy, although bomm in one of
the small islands depending on Zabudibe, to come hither,
and to hear the truth of the divipe law. This hook which
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1 now give you, is more estimable than gold and silver,
than diamonds and precious stones. And I exhort all
English, Dutch, Armenians, and others, faithfully to trans-
cribe its contents, and diligently to act according to the
precepts therein contained.

The veneration paid to Godama throughout the emplre,
is great and unceasing. Of the manner in which the re-
ligious ceremonies upon great occasions are performed,
Mrs Judson thus writes, ¢ This is the season for the great
feast of Gaudama. It commenced yesterday, and is to
‘continue for three days. It is observed all over the coun-
try ; but I presume the multitude collected in this place
is much greater than at any other, excepting Ava. Priests
and people come in boats from a great distance to worship
at the pagoda in this place, which is supposed to contain
the relick of Gaudama. The viceroy, on these days, goes
out in all the pomp and splendour possible, dressed and
ornamented with all the insignia of office, attended by the
members of government and the common people. After
‘kneeling and worshipping at the pagods, they generally

nd the day in amusements, such as boxing, dancing,
singing, theatrical exhibitions, and fireworks. Most of
the older people spend the night at the pagoda, and listen
to the instructions of the priests, ”

Of course, the priests are in Birmah a numerous
and popular tribe. They live by themselves in
monasteries, wear yellow apparel to distinguish
their shaven heads and unshod feet, and are sup-
ported by voluntary contributions. Persons of all
ages are admitted into the priesthood. They live
a life of celibacy, and perform no labour. Their
days of public worship are indicated by the four
quarters of the moon. These of the fnll and new
moon are the most solemn.

As was to be expected, the Birmans are not
contented with being religious alone, but are also
grossly superstitious.  Astrologers are in great re-
pute among them, who predict lucky and unluck
days, watch the posmon of the planets at the birt|

- 2p2
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of children, ‘end read 2 man’s fortune an the pelm
of his band. The existence of evil spiriu, gheosts,
witches, and all kind of demons, is firmly cre-
dited. ' They sfippose that certain kinds of dis-
eases may be frightened away by making a great
noise ; and the medical profession is peculiarly wn-
der the control of superstition, charms being firnily
believed in, snd an ideal potency attached to many
medicinal compounds. The dead are bumed or
buried (the former being considered the most ho-
nourable) with religious rites ; but it does not ap-
Eear that matrimenial connexions are considered as

aving any thing to do with the tenets of Godama.
In no country, indeed, are marriages more quickly
got up, polygamy being allowed, and a Birman
sometimes taking te himself three or four wives in
the course of @ month. Upon this subject much
more that is interesting and important might be
written, but our space forbids. #

VL LiterATuBE~—The Birmese are a well
edueated people, at least the male part of the com-
munity, the boys throughout the empire being
taught by the priests both to read and write.
These is a library in almost every monastery. In
their more elegant books they write on sheets of
ivory, or.on very fine white palmyra leaves. The

margins of the former are ornamented with gild-
mg, and of the latter with flowers painted in va-
rious bright colours. In their more common books

® We would refer those who are desirous of more in-
formation concerning the religion of the Birmese, to an
- exceedingly able and erudite paper by Dr Buchanan, in the

‘6th Vel. of .the Asiatic Researches, thre much new aud
curious information will be found.
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less pains are takes, the characters being engraved
with an iron stile on palmyra leaves of an inferior
texture. The contents of these boaks are various,
Those upon law and religion are mostly translated
" from the ancient Pali language, which is probably
the same as the Sanscrit. There are many trea-
tises on law. On medicine also there are severa)
books of authority ; but little is known of surgery,
unless the art of dressing wounds and setting bones,
Inoculation, too, has been lately introduced, but is
not yet general. The Birmans have many histo-
ries, principally of the lives and actions of their
own kings ; and, like some of the most celebrated
Greek and Roman historians, the writers always
take care to give a particular account of all the
omens and prodigies which accompanied the events
they relate. They have also translated for their
own use the histories of the Chinese, the Siamese,
and some other neighbouring nations, They are
excessively fond of poetry ; but their poetry is al-
most entirely lyrical, and most of it written for
the purpose of being adapted to music. Their
dramatic entertainments are principally musical,
with a little dancing and dialogue introduced occa-
sionally. The subject is commonly taken from
some of the legends of their heroes ; and after the
different characters and songs have been assigned
to the different performers, the dialogue itself ia
left to the extemporaneous ingenuity of the actof,
These actors are for the most part’ Siamese, and
exhibit in general before an indulgent and easily
pleased audience,

The Birman langusge seems to be far from hav.
ing arrived at any fixed state of grammatical pere
fection. In its original state it was probably purely
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a book, bears an oriental, and, to the conceptions
of a foreigner, a new and strange appearance.

There can be little doubt, that the introduction
into Birmah of some of the improvements made
by the Western nations, in the art of disseminat-
ing knowledge, would be attended with the happiest
results in that country. Nor is there much reason
to fear, that one of the consequences of the late
war, or rather of the terms of peace, will be the
gradual diffusion of many European customs and
luxuries over that empire. It is a most important
fact, that though female education seems to be in-
tentionally neglected, there is hardly a male through-
out the empire who cannot both read and write.
- The Birmese, though a vain, are not a bigoted or
narrow-minded people ; and the day is probably
not far distant, when the enlightening influence of
their British neighbours, combined with their own
increasing willingness to receive instruction, may
raise them to a rank, hitherto arrogated, more
through a spirit of empty pride, than fairly won,
either by their military prowess, or intellectual
and moral greatness,

END OF VOLUME SECOND.
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