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KAREN REFUGEE COMMITTEE
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OCTOBER 1994

After more than six long months of cloudy weather and intermittent spells of

heavy rain, the sky got clearer by the end of October. A  cold north wind
that now blows across the land signals the arrival of the cold season.
In the camps, life goes on as usual. The refugees are provided with the

most basic items of need and also with basic health care. They struggle on
their part from day to day to acquire those other items of need that are not
provided.

The situation in general continues to be quiet but in certain areas of Burma

and quite close to the border in some cases, civilians are still severely
affected by war and its terrible consequences. They are living in fear and
in uncertainty. There are confirmed reports of arrests, beatings and

detention of innocent villagers.

Order for relocation had been given to residents of some villages a bit
distant from the Kaw Ka Reik-Myawaddy highway. The villagers managed to get
permission to stay on in their respective villages at least until the end of
rice harvest time.
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RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED FOR THE MONTH
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The Karen Refugee Committee expresses its sincere gratitude to the Thai
authorities and to the people of the Kingdom of Thailand for the kindness
and understanding that has been shown to the Karens and other displaced
people from Burma who are in trouble and need. The committee is fully aware
that this kindness and understanding is utterly vital for the survival and
well being of these people during their time of refuge in Thailand. This
noble gesture of goodwill is sincerely appreciated and will always Dbe
remembered by the Karens of Burma.

The committee also expresses 1its sincere gratitude to the individuals and
agencies for the noble deeds that have been done in many ways through the
years to help these people who are taking refuge in the wvarious Karen
refugee camps in Thailand.

Efforts to bring peace back to Burma is greeted with high expectation by
these people in the camps as it also 1s by the people of Burma and by the
world community. The future 1is still bleak and wuncertain but it 1is our
ardent wish that, through the sincere and concerted efforts of every peace
loving people at home and around the world, a practical solution to the
Burma problem could finally be found.

Yours ottty
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