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It has been quiet for some time now along the border and one might 
easily be tempted to believe that the general situation in Burma has 
somehow improved. It is however, most disturbing and quite alarming 
to note that the flow of affected civilians from inside Burma to the 
border has not decreased but remains constant through these years. 
This is a clear indication and a grave reminder that, life for Karens 
as well as people of other nationals living in the Karen hills and 
rural areas of south-eastern Burma is not what it should have been. 

Those Karens and other nationals who came to the border refer to the 
difficult and perilous situation they were in back home as the cause 
of their exodus. They have had to adapt themselves to the situation 
and struggle desperately for survival against heavy odds but they 
seemed to be struggling against the tide. The years rolled on and 
when the situation turned from bad to worse, they were left utterly 
helpless, hopeless and insecure. In despair, they left their homes 
and everything behind and came to the border in search of refuge and 
help. 

The summer months are gone and rain has set in, but villagers from 
affected areas inside Burma keep arriving at the border. They are 
desperately in need of food, clothes and shelter. 

Most of the schools in the Karen refugee camps have reopened now but 
classes will be in full session only in June. 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE CAMPS 

CAMP: 
No. of 0ver-12 Yrs. 5 - 1 2 Yrs. Under-5 Yrs. 

TOTAL CAMP: 
families M F M F M F 

TOTAL 

WANG KA 755 1193 1537 473 432 327 290 4252 

DON PA KIANG 503 946 858 306 291 198 238 2837 

MAE LA 1184 1476 2091 958 902 308 302 6037 

KAMAW LAY KHO 696 1178 1216 407 374 309 308 3792 

KLER KHO 586 1121 1103 366 377 276 307 3550 

SHO KLO 1546 2544 3193 1149 1065 563 661 9175 

MAE SA LIT 631 1004 1284 461 461 152 1 6 1 3523 

MAE TA WAW 960 1727 1973 868 857 465 462 6352 

MAW KER 828 1696 1546 368 305 619 603 5137 

7689 12885 14801 5356 5064 3217 3332 44655 

KLER THAY LU 
MAE PO HTA 
MAE PAW MOO HTA 
KA HTEE HTA 

204 
212 | 
381 
488 

317 
148 
797 
679 

368 
231 
874 
836 

134 
333 
271 
394 

113 
77 
251 
416 

63 
51 
190 
180 

55 
45 
209 
238 

1050 
885 
2592 
2743 

1285 1941 2309 1132 857 484 547 7270 

PER KLER 
PANG SA NOK 
NAT IN DAUNG 

588 
410 

1316 
690 

1097 
618 

455 
263 

365 
263 

172 
149 

193 
159 

3598 
2142 
300 

6040 

57965 



RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED FOR THE MONTH 

FROM: 
RICE SALT FISH PASTE NETS 

FROM: 
100 kg. sacks 1 kg. bags 16 kg. tins pcs. 

B.B.C. 6425 15410 2385 11800 
B. B. C. 615 1370 210 70 

COERR 350 - - -
7390 16780 2595 11870 

B.B.C:- BURMESE BORDER CONSORTIUM 

COERR:- CATHOLIC OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF AND REFUGEES 

DISTRIBUTION OF RICE AND OTHBR ITEMS RECEIVED 

CAMP: RICE SALT FISH PASTE NETS 

WANG KA 652 1510 226 1100 

DON PA KIANG 428 1010 151 750 

MAE LA 910 2370 322 1550 
150 320 50 -

KAMAW LAY KHO 574 1390 203 950 

KLER KHO 538 1180 190 900 

SHO KLO 1403 3100 490 2350 
200 450 70 -

MAE SA LIT 534 1270 189 900 

MAE TA WAW 960 1920 340 1600 

MAW KER 776 1660 274 1300 
200 450 70 -

KLER THAY LU - - - 200 

MAE PO HTA - - - 200 

MAE PAW MOO HTA - -
KA HTEE HTA 65 150 20 70 

7390 16780 2595 11870 



The Karen Refugee Committee expresses its sincere gratitude to the 
Thai authorities and to the people of the Kingdom of Thailand for the 
kindness and understanding that they have shown towards the Karens 
and other displaced people from Burma who are in trouble and in need,, 
This noble gesture of goodwill and understanding is sincerely 
appreciated and will always be remembered by the Karen refugees and 
the Karens of Burma. 

The committee also expresses its sincere gratitude to the individuals 
and agencies who through these years have done so much to help. These 
help and support has enabled the refugees to survive as they 
struggle on their part to acquire those other items of daily need. 

The refugees dream of peace and the chance to go back to a home and 
to a country that is free from fear and oppressions. They left their 
home and their country because of war, because of terrible 
experiences and because of well-founded fears. We are sad to note 
that the situation back home has shown no sign of improvement. 
Affected villagers are still coming in droves to the border for 
refuge and for help. 

It is our ardent wish that, through the concerted efforts of every 
peace loving people at home and abroad, a practical solution to the 
Karen refugee problem and to the Burma problem could be found. 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert Htwe 
Chairman 
Karen Refugee Committee 


