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As the month gqf March ended, the first quarter of the year
al so cane to a close. Time goes by but very Ilittle has
changed and the general situation along the border as wel
as inside Burma remains nore or less the sane. Life for
Karen civilians in the rural areas of south-eastern Burma
continues to be very difficult, mserable and dangerous at
times.

This desperate situation forced many nmore famlies from
affected areas inside Burna to flee to the border to the
refugee canps. Apart fromthis, many displaced Karens who
had been living on their own inside Thailand in various
pl aces along the border are also noving in greater and
greater nunber into the refugee canps. Thus, the popul ation
figure of displaced people living in the various Karen
refugee canps in Thailand has increased considerably again
during the month of March.

Schools in the camps are <closed now for the sumer
hol i days. The hot season is here and scarcity of water is
greatly felt in nost of the canps.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE I N THE CAMPS

¥o, of Owezr-12 Yre. 5 «~ 12 Yrp, Undey-5 Yrp,

CAMP: families K ¥ ¥ 7 N 7 TOTAL
WANHG KA 95 1190 1537 470 431 319 283 4230
DON Fa KLaNG 454 927 a4 295 285 191 . I i)
MAE Lai 11286 1379 1961 Bag B43 28T 279 5934
XAMAW LAY XHO 696 11T& 1218 407 3T4 30T 336 3788
KLEH EHQ &6 1097 1065 a0 354 249 294 3429
SHO X0 1547 2550 39T 1148 1065 241 b&’f G145
WAE 54 LIT 611 04 1285 204 441 175 105 3627
HAE TA WAW 215 1643 1925 845 BT - 444 442 6174
HAW KER 532 1705 1556 358 a0s 531 BO4 5129
KLER THAY IV 126 139 237 ad &4 27 7 B3
MAE PO HTA 187 157 MY 102 12 s 26 T3
MAE FAW MO0 HTA 9% 801 BTT M4 278 185 27 2652
KA HTEE HTA 411 579 Toa 330 a5l 1513 201 2325
S00 R G AT03 14547 16716 5883 5TH2 3494 Ifoz  SQz2Ta
PRE ELER SHY 130 10B1 452 B3 169 183 33174
PAND SA NOE 401 6a7 E18 233 58 149 154 2009
HAT IN DalNG 52 T4 79 22 16 27 24 242
cnana TOTALy 9743 16420 18494 6390 6389 3639 4069 55332
RICE RECEIVED FOR THR MONTH
FROM ) -

-BURME:E BORDER CONSORTIUN {BB2) e 6279 packs

=CATHOLIC OFFICE POR EMBRGENCY RELIBF ANED

REFJGEES (COBRR)} . 150 wmcka
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OTHER | TEMS RECEI VED FCR THE MONTH

FROMs -
- BURMESE BORDER CONSORTI UM ( BBC)
SALT . 15,100 Kgs.
FI SH PASTE 2,332 Tins

DI STRI BUTI ON OF RICE AND OTHER | TEMS RECEI VED

) RI CE SALT FI SH PASTE
CAVP: 100 kg. sacks 1 kg. bags 16 kg. tins
WANG KA 650 1510 225
DON PA KI ANG 420 990 148
MAE LA 854 2260 302
KAMAW LAY KHO 563 1370 199
KLER KHO 508 1110 180
SHO KLO 1408 3110 492
MAE SA LIT 550 1270 194
MAE TA VWAW 900 1810 318
MAW KER 776 1670 274

TOTAL: 6629 15100 2332

The Karen Refugee Committee again expresses its sincere
gratitude to the Thai authorities and to the people of the
Ki ngdom of Thailand for the kindness and understandi ng they
have shown to the Karens and other displaced people from
Burma who are in trouble and need. The conmmittee is fully
aware of the fact that this kindness and wunderstanding 1is
nost vital for the survival and well being of the displaced
people during their stay in Thailand. This noble gesture
of ki ndness and goodwill is sincerely appreciated and will
al ways be renmenbered by the Karen refugees and the Karens
of Bur ma.

The commttee also expresses its sincere gratitude to the
i ndi vi dual s and agencies, who through the years have done
so nmuch to nmeet the basic needs of these displaced people
in the various Karen refugee canps.

The refugees left their hones and their country because of
war, because of terrible experiences and because of well-
founded fears. Many of themhave been taking refuge in the
canps in Thailand for ten years now. Al  the refugees
dream of peace and the chance to go back hone. They want
to go back to a hone and a country which is free from fear
and oppression. The efforts for peace in Burma has provided
a glimrer of hope for them but nuch remains to be done. It
is our ardent wish that, through the concerted effort of
every peace |loving people at home and abroad, a practical
solution to the Karen refugee problem and to the Burma
probl em coul d be found.

| beg to remain,
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Chai r man
Karen Refugee Conmttee



