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Senior General Than Shwe sends message
of felicitationsto Syrian President

NAY Pyi Taw, 17 April—Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace
and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitationsto
HisExcellency Mr.Bashar Al-Assad, President of theSyrian Arab Republic, ontheoccasion
of the National Day of the Syrian Arab Republic, which fallson 17 April 2009.—MNA
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|( True patriotism )

Itisvery important for everyone of :
thenationregardlessof theplacehe g
lives to have strong Union Spirit. g

*  Only Union Spirit isthe true patri-
otismall thenationalitieswill have
|

[

to safeguard.
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Only if IT can effectively be used, will the nation develop;

national development will promote I T aswell
Senior General Than Shwe inspects Yatanarpon new town project

J

NAY Pyi Taw, 16 April—Chairman of the State
Peace and Devel opment Council Commander-in-Chief
of Defence ServicesSenior Generd Than Shweinspected
implementation of Yatanarpon new town project in

PyiOoLwin Township on 13 April morning.

First, Senior General Than Shweaccompanied
by member of the State Peaceand Devel opment Council
General Thura Shwe Mann, member of SPDC Lt-Gen

Tin Aye, Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Rear-Admiral

Nyan Tun, Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat

Hein, Lt-Gen ThaAyeand Mgj-GenMin AungHlaing
(See page 8)

Senior General Than Shwe looksinto progress
In iImplementing Yeywa Hydropower Project

J

NAy Pyi Taw, 16 April—Chairman of the
State Peace and Devel opment Council Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than
Shwe on 14 April morning inspected progress of
Y eywa Hydropower Project being implemented by
No. 2 Construction of Hydropower I mplementation
Department under the Ministry of Electric Power No.
lonMyitngeRiver, 31 milestosoutheast of Mandalay.

Accompanied by SPDC member General
Thura Shwe Mann, SPDC member Lt-Gen Tin Aye
and party, the Senior General arrived at Yeywa
Hydropower Project by helicopter at 12.15 p.m.

Atthebriefinghall, Minister for Electric Power
No. 1 Col Zaw Minreported on factsabout the project,
conditions of approach roads, progress of water
diversion tunnel, RCC main embankment works at

entrance and exit to the water diversion tunnel,
constructionof thepower intakestructure, thespillway,
the power plant and the switch yard, 79 per cent
completion of the project and efforts being made for
timely compl etion of thetasks, andtransport of imported
heavy machinery partsof thepower plantsfromY angon
to the project site.
(See page 9)

Senior General Than Shwe on 14 April inspects progress of Yeywa Hydropower Project on Myitnge River, 31 miles southeast of Mandalay.—M NA

* Stab|l|ty of the State communlty peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and *
order
National reconsolidation *

Emer gence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

in accord with the new State Constitution

*  Buildingof anew moder n developed nation *

“Four economic objectives:

mDevelopmentofagrlwltureasthebaseandall rounddevelopment ||| ||+ Up||ft of the morale and morality of the

of other sectorsof the economy aswell
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in terms
of technical know-how and investments from sourcesinside

the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept inthe * Uplift of health, fitness and education

handsof the State and the national peoples

--Four social objectives

entire nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

standards of the entire nation
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PERSPECTIVES

Friday, 17 April, 2009

Resume duties with renewed
vigour and interest

Myanmar New Year Day fallson the8th
Waning of Tagu 1371 Myanmar Era (17
April 2009).

Today, theold year of 1370 ME hasgone
by, thus ushering in 1371 ME. During the
Thingyan Festival (Water Festival),
Myanmar peoplehad a good time by splash-
ing and pouring water onto each other.

In other words, the people have cleansed
theguilt or sinsthey madelast year by dous-
ing water to each other and oneanother. So,
they have to resume their responsibilities
with renewed enthusiasm.

On the occasion of the Myanmar New
Year Day, Myanmar Buddhists perform
meritorious deeds such as visiting pagodas,
monasteries, stupas, temples to take pre-
cepts, making donations, and doing medita-
tion.

Theyouth pay respectsto their parents,
grandparents, teachers and elderly persons
and give bath, shampooing, and manicuring
to old persons as a gesture of preserving
Myanmar traditions and culture. People
serverefreshmentsto others.

The entire people can enjoy themselves
and do wholesome deedsin Thingyan Festi-
val dueto stability and peace maintained in
thewhole country.

On Myanmar New Y ear Day, the people
are exhorted to do their bit with renewed
strength and mind in the process of trans-
forming the nation into a peaceful, modern
and developed one.

S

/>(- * X *

Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Regional development
tasksinspected in
Kayin State

NAY Pyi Taw, 16 April—Chairman of Kayin State
Peace and Development Council Brig-Gen Zaw Min
on 2 April inspected tasks of Yaybok Dam Project,
construction of housesin Htilon Village near Hpa-an-
Hlaingbwe Road and the nursery.

In Paingkyon, he met departmental officials and
local authorities.

He viewed the devel opment tasks of Paingkyon.

At Paung Village Basi ¢ Education Middle School
inKawkareik Township, Brig-GenZaw Mininspected
construction of new two-storey building and Pata
bridge.

On 3 April, he attended the ceremony to drive
stakes for construction of new stand at Aungthanlwin
State Sports Ground in Hpa-an.—MNA
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye
attends graduation dinner of
112th Intakeof OTS

N\

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye cordially greets graduate officers at the graduation dinner of
the 112th I ntake of OTS.—mNA

NAY Pyi Taw, 16 April—Vice-Chairman of the
State Peace and Development Council Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence ServicesCommander-in-
Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Maung Aye at-
tended the graduation dinner of the 112th Intake of
Defence Services (Army) Officers Training School at
Convocation Hall of the school in Bahtoo, Y aksawk
Township of Shan State on 10 April.

It was also attended by Secretary-1 of the SPDC
General Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy) Rear-Admiral Nyan Tun,
Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein, Mgj-
Gen Min Aung Hlaing of the Ministry of Defence,
Adjutant-General Lt-Gen Thura Myint Aung, De-
fence Services Inspector-General Maj-Gen Thein
Htaik, Military Appointment-General Maj-Gen Hsan
Hsint, Judge Advocate-General Maj-Gen Soe Maung,
Lt-Gen Myint Hlaing of the Ministry of Defence, Lt-
Gen YeMyint, Chief of Armed Forces Training Magj-

Gen HlaHtay Win, Commander of Eastern Command
Brig-Gen Y ar Pyae, the ministers, senior military of-
ficersof theMinistry of Defence, senior military offic-
ers of the Kalaw Station and Bahtoo Station, depart-
mental heads, graduate officers and their parents and
relatives.

First, Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-
Senior General Maung Ayecordially greeted thegradu-
ate officersindividually.

Next, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and
party had dinner together withthegraduate officersand
their parents and relatives. After dinner, Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye and party enjoyed entertainments
presented by Myawady Music Band and Myawady
Anyeint Troupe—MNA

EARTHQUAKE REPORT

NAay Pyi Taw, 16 April—A strong earth-
quake of intensity (6.1) Richter Scale with its
epi center outsideMyanmar (Indonesia) about (1380)
miles South of Kaba-Aye Seismological observa
tory was recorded at (02) hours (31) minutes and
(33) seconds M ST on 16th April, 2009.—MNA
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Foreign AffairsMinister

felicitates Syrian counter part

Nay Pyi Taw, 17 April—On the occasion of
theNational Day of the Syrian Arab Republic, which
falls on 17 April 2009, U Nyan Win, Minister for
Foreign Affairsof the Union of Myanmar, hassent a
messageof felicitationsto HisExcellency Mr. Walid
Al-Mouaem, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
\S}/rian Arab Republic.—MNA
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Fidel Castro says Cuba has
nodesiretorgoin OAS

Havana, 16 April—Cuban former
leader Fidel Castro rejected the allega-
tion that Cuba would return to the Or-
ganization of American States (OAYS),
local press reported on Wednesday.

Castro said in an article entitled
“Doesthe OAS havetheright to exist?’
that this organization “ hasahistory with
all thetrash of betrayal to Latin Ameri-
can peoples since the 1960s.” Cuba was
shut out of the OASin 1962 during the
Cold War when the United States im-
posed pressure onthe organizationin an
attempt to overthrow the socialist gov-
ernment of Cuba and isolate it.

“We will not knee before the OAS
toreturntothat institution,” said Castro.
He added that the OAS general secre-
tary Jose Miguel Insulza“ knowsthat we

do not even want to hear the vile name
of that institution.” Castro said that the
OAS “has not done a single service to
our people.”

The OAS is scheduled to hold the
fifth Summit of theAmericasfromApril
17 to April 19 in Puerto Espana,
Trinidad and Tobago.Castro said the
summit “will be a battle field where
many governments will be in embar-
rassing situation.”

LatinAmerican presidentshave said
that they will demand the return of Cuba
to the OAS and the end of the US eco-
nomic embargo against Cuba in the
summit.According to Cuba, the US
blockadeis*“genocide” and it has cost at
least 93 billion US dollars since 1962.

I nter net
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An Afghan official takes note as he inspects a damaged vehicle after an explo-
sion in Mazar-i- Sharif the provincial capital of Balkh Province north of Kabul,
Afghanistan on 13 April, 2009. A remote bomb which was placed in a taxi
vehicle exploded but |eft no causalities Afghan police officials said.—INTERNET

At least 10 killed
in suicide
bombing in
Iraq
Kirkuk, 16 April —
At least 10 people were
killed and some 20 others
were wounded in a sui-
cide car bombing in the
city of Kirkuk on
@ Wednesday, alocal police
source said.
Theattack took place
at about 5:00 pm (1200
GMT) in central the city
of Kirkuk, some 250 km
north of Baghdad, when
a suicide bomber drove
his explosive-laden car
into abuscarrying police-
men who are task of pro-
tecting oil installations, a
local police source told
Xinhua on condition of
anonymity.
I nter net

Iran to offer new proposal package to world

TEHERAN, 16 April — Iran’s Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on
Wednesday said that Iran would offer
new proposal package to the world, the
official IRNA news agency reported.

Addressing acrowd in Kerman city
of Iran’ssoutheastern K erman Province,
Ahmading/ad said that “We are devel-
oping a new package. It is prepared to
be proposed to the world.”He did not,
however, elaborate on the content of the
package and whether it has its concern
to do with the country’s nuclear stand-
off. “This document would be the guar-
antee of peace and justice in the world,
of respect to the rights of the nations,
and of participation of all the govern-
ments and nations to resolve the issues
of theworld,” he added.

In response to West's packages of
incentives to encourage Iran to halt its
sensitive nuclear programme, Iran of-
fered its own package to France, Brit-
ain, Russia, Chinaand the United States,
plus Germany (G5+1) last year, inwhich
Teheran’'s concern had been directed to
the global issues rather than its nuclear
programme.The United States and other
Western countriesclaimthat Iran intends
to secretly devel op nuclear weapons. The
UN Security Council also requires Iran
to suspend its uranium enrichment
activity.lran, however, insists that its
nuclear plan is only for peaceful pur-
poses, vowing to continue its uranium
enrichment activity despite pressure and
sanctions from Western countries.

Internet

A man who was
wounded in a bomb
attack receives treat-
ment in a hospital in
Kirkuk, 250 km (155

miles) north of
Baghdad on 15 April ,
2009.
INTERNET

‘US military deathsin
lraqg war at 4,273

WasHINGTON, 16 April — As of Wednesday, 15
April , 2009, at least 4,273 members of the US mili-
tary had died in the Iraq war since it began in March
2003.

Thefigureincludeseight military civilianskilled
in action.

At least 3,433 military personnel died asare-
sult of hostile action, according to the military’s
numbers.

The British military has reported 179 desths,
Italy, 33; Ukraine, 18; Poland, 21; Bulgaria, 13;
Spain, 11; Denmark, seven; El Salvador, five;
Slovakia, four; Latvia and Georgia, three each; Es-
tonia, Netherlands, Thailand and Romania, two each;
and Australia, Hungary, Kazakhstan and South K o-
rea, one death each.

\ Internet

US military deathsin
Afghanistan region at 605

KaBuL,16 April — As of Wednesday, 15 April,
20009, at least 605 members of the US military had
died in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan asare-
sult of the US invasion of Afghanistan in late 2001,
according to the Defence Department. The depart-
ment last updated its figures on Wednesday at 10 am
EDT.

Of those, the military reports 446 were killed by
hostile action.

Outside the Afghan region, the Defence Depart-
ment reports 67 more members of the US military
died in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Of
those, threeweretheresult of hostile action. The mili-
tary lists these other locations as Guantanamo Bay
Naval Base, Cuba; Djibouti; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Jor-
dan; Kenya; Kyrgyzstan; Philippines, Seychelles;
Sudan; Tajikistan; Turkey; and Yemen.

There were also four CIA officer deaths and one

military civilian death.—Internet )
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Omer, (white bandage), 7, and I mad, 11, Iraq
children who were injured during the war, attend a
psychological therapy session at the Red Crescent
Hospital in Amman on 15 April , 2009.—INTERNET
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China becomeswor|d |eader
In UHV power tec

Belang, 16 April —A
spokesman of the State
Grid Corporation of China
(State Grid) said here on
Wednesday the country
has become the world
leader in the development
of ultra-high-voltage
(UHV) power transmis-
sion and transformation
technology. In recent
years, Chinahas achieved
anoverall breakthroughin
UHV coretechnology and
the localization of UHV
equipment, with morethan
100 domestic manufactur-

ers and suppliers partici-
pating in the manufactur-
ing and supply of UHV
equipment, Masaid at the
annua General Mesting of
the China Business Coun-
cil for Sustainable Devel-
opment (CBCSD), on be-
half of hiscompany’sgen-
eral manager Liu Zhenya

In January 2009, the
world’s first 1000kv
UHVAC transmission
project, known as the
Jindongnan-Nanyang-
Jingmen UHVAC trans-
mission project, was put

nnology

into operation. It marks a
breakthrough in the tech-
nology of long-distance,
large-capacity and low-
loss UHV  power
transmission. The project
hasbeen organized and in-
dependently innovated by
the State Grid, said the
company officia. So far,
the State Grid has formu-
lated 47 national standards
and awhole set of specifi-
cations for UVH project
design, construction, op-
eration and maintenance,

he said—Xinhua

Participants present ethical clothes during the annual Naboli (beautiful girl)
contest, in Jinggu, southwest China’s Yunnan Province on 14 April, 2009.

XINHUA

Power ful quake
rockswestern

Indonesia

JAKARTA, 16 April —
An earthquake measuring
6.4 on the Richter scale
struck western Indonesia
on Thursday morning, but
thereis no report of dam-
age or casualty so far, lo-
cal meteorology agency
said.

The epicenter of the
guake, which occurred at
3:01 am local time (2001
GMT Wednesday), is lo-

Security tech expertsrecruited
to help Expoin Shanghai

Belang, 16 April—The municipal security bureau

People perform a water-
fetching ceremony by
the Lancang River in

Jinghong, Dai Autono-

mous Prefecture of

Xishuangbanna, south-

cated at a depth of 50 km
below thesealevel, 32 km
south-west of Mentawai
Islands and off the west-
ern coast of Sumatra, the

All itemsfrom Xinhua NewsAgency

has selected 58 engineers for a security technology
consulting team serving the 2010 Shanghai World
Expo.

The engineers came from various companies in
relevant fields, such as electronics, telecommunica-
tions and automatic systems. They will help approve
key security projects designs, especially for thoselo-
cated in Expo Park. They will also ensurethese projects
are running smoothly before and during the 184-day-
long event.

“Enhancing security technology will be central
to hosting a successful Expo,” deputy director of the
bureau Jiang Xianfa was quoted as saying by
Thursday’s China Daily.The event will last much
longer than the Olympics and is expected to bring 70
millionvisitors, arecord highfor aninternational event
hosted in China.

“All of these engineersareleading expertsintheir
fields,” Jiang said. “ Their professionalism and expe-
rience with globally advanced technologieswill greatly
enhance our capacity to deal with various levels of
security threats.” Jiang al so said authorities welcomed
similar contributions to the Expo from the social
sector.Cai Chengchu, deputy director of the Shanghai
World Expo Coordination Bureau's security depart-
ment, said the team would be especially useful in pre-
venting terrorism.Cai said the team would continue
providing technological assistance to the local police
after the Expo.—Xinhua
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west China’s Yunnan
Province on 15 April ,
2009. People celebrate
the annual and tradi-
tional Water Splashing
Festival, which signifies

Geophysical, Climato-
logical and Meteorologi-
cal office (BMG) said in
astatement. But the office
did not say whether the
earthquake has potential

to trigger a tsunami.
Xinhua

thevisit of spring.
XINHUA

New edition of China
Encyclopedia published

Belang, 16 April — A new edition of the Ency-
clopedia of China, which has been compiled over 14
years, has been published by the Encyclopedia of
China Publishing House this month.

The second edition draws on a corpus of 32 vol-
umes, 60,000 items, 30,000 pictures and 1,000 maps,
said the publishing house Wednesday.The Encyclo-
pedia of China was the first large-sized comprehen-
sive encyclopediain China. Itsfirst edition was pub-
lished in 1993.

The publishing house’'s Editor-in-Chief Xu
Weicheng said, with 60 million Chinese characters,
the latest edition is much slimmer than the 130-mil-
lion-character first edition.The new edition rewrote a
large number of items, updated or replaced some out-
dated ones, and integrated some overlapping ones.

Xinhua

18/7/29, 1:36 PM
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Chinalaunches second “ Compass’

satellitefor global navigation system

Beling, 16 April — Chinasuccessfully launched
its second navigation satellite on early Wednesday, as
part of the country’sindependent global satellite navi-
gation system.The carrier rocket, Long March 3C,
blasted off from the Xichang Satellite Launch Center
in southwest China’s Sichuan Province at 0:16 am.

An official with the National Engineering Center
of Satellite Navigation told Xinhua, the successful
launch of the geostationary Earth orbit satellite was
of great importance as it was the second one of the
country’ssatellite navigation systemindependent from
foreign technology. The system, code named “ COM -
PASS’, isacrucial part of the country’s space infra-
structure for providing navigation and positioning
services in transportation, meteorology, petroleum
prospecting, forest fire monitoring, disaster forecast,
telecommunications and public security among oth-
ers. It can bring significant social and economic ben-
efits, the official said.—Xinhua

China's Compass-G2 navigation satelliteislaunched
on aLong March-3C carrier rocket at the Xichang
Satellite Launch Center in southwest China’s
Sichuan Province, on 15 April, 2009.—XINHUA

®



Prime Minister General Thein Sein
participatesin Nay Pyi Taw Maha Thingyan
Tour Gold Cup Golf Tournament. —mNA
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Nay Pyl Taw
sees a grand
Golf Tourney

N\

7

Development Council
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye,
Prime Minister General
TheinSein, Secretary-1of
the State Peace and
Development Council
General Thiha ThuraTin
AungMyint Oo, thesenior
military officers of the
Ministry of Defence, the
ministers and the deputy

Secretary-1 General Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo presents Tour
Gold Cup of Nay Pyi Taw Maha Thingyan Tour Gold Cup Golf
Tournament to Ministry of Forestry team.—mnNA

Nay Pyi Taw M aha Thingyan...

(from page 16)
PBANRDA, Y epyar Golf
Paradise, Kachin State
PDC, Yangon Division
PDC and Mandalay
Division PDC took part
in the group (C). They

played the golf event at
City Golf Course, Y epyar
Golf Course and Nay Pyi
Taw Golf Coursein turn
from 14 to 16 April.
Vice-Chairman
of the State Peace and

ministers enjoyed the
tournament at City Golf
Course on 14 April,
Yepyar Golf Course on
15April and Nay Pyi Taw
Golf Course on 16 April.

At the prize

Minister Col Thein Nyunt tees off the ball at Nay Pyi Taw Maha
Thingyan Tour Gold Cup Golf Tournament.—mnNA

‘ 17-4-09 NL 5

*

presentation ceremony at
Nay Pyi Taw Golf Course,
here, this evening,
attended by Secretary-1 of
the State Peace and
Development Council
Genera Thiha ThuraTin
Aung Myint Oo, Minister
Col Thein Nyunt,
Commander Maj-Gen
Wai Lwin and Vice
Adjutant-General Maj-
Gen Hla Shwe presented
prizes to the respective
outstanding golfers.
Minister Col
Thein Nyunt gave second
prizes to Myo Min Aung
of Navy club with 214
strokes in three-day total
and Ministry of
PBANRDA team with
1119 strokesonthree-day

aggregate.
Commander
Maj-Gen Wai Lwin also
awarded first prizes to
Myint Thaung of Forestry
Team with 212 strokesin
threedaysand Ministry of
Forestry team with 1108

strokes in three-day total.
The Secretary-1
presented Tour Gold Cup
of Nay Pyi Taw Maha
Thingyan Golf
Tournament to Ministry

of Forestry team.
MNA

Secretary-1 General Thiha Thura Tin Aung

Myint Oo participatesin Nay Pyi Taw Maha

Thingyan Tour Gold Cup Golf Tournament.
MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Wai Lwin tees off the ball at Nay Pyi Taw Maha
Thingyan Tour Gold Cup Golf Tournament.—mnNA

Minister Col Thein Nyunt gives second prize to Myo Min Aung of

18/7/29, 1:36 PM

Navy.—mNA
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Development of private industriesto
contribute to iImprovement of industrial sector
and building of an industrialized country

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye visitsAyethaya [ ndustrial Zone of Taunggy!

Nay Pyi Taw, 16
April—Vice-Chairman of
the State Peace and De-
velopment Council
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Maung Aye, accom-
panied by Secretary-1 of
SPDC General Thiha
Thura Tin Aung Myint
0o, Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) Rear-Admiral
Nyan Tun, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen
Myat Hein, Mgj-Gen Min
Aung Hlaing of the
Ministry of Defence, Ad-
jutant-General Lt-Gen
Thura Myint Aung, Lt-
GenMyint Hlaing and Lt-
Gen Ye Myint, Chief of
Armed Forces Training
Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win,
Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen
Htay Oo, Minister for En-
ergy Brig-Gen Lun Thi,
Minister for Forestry
Brig-Gen Thein Aung,
senior military officers of
the Ministry of Defence
and officialsof SPDC Of-
fice, left Nay Pyi Taw by
helicopter on 8 April and

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye visits Machine Shop and Foundry Shop of Ayethaya I ndustrial Co Ltd.—mNA

arrived at Taunggyi at
8.50 am.

In meeting with offi-
cialsand entrepreneurs at
AyethayaIndustrial Zone
of Taunggyi, Vice-Senior
General MaungAye heard
reports on development
tasks for the industrial
zone presented by in-
charge of the industrial
zone Minister Brig-Gen
Lun Thi.

The minister also re-
ported on setting up of
subcommittees for
Ayethaya Industrial Co
Ltd, collection of raw

dustries.

Efforts are being made for
setting up the industries and
turning out the educated hu-
man resources such as techni-
cians and engineersfor thein-

‘ 17-4-09 NL 6

materials for the foundry
shop project and future
tasks.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Maung Aye said that
they came to the indus-
trial zoneto provide nec-
essary assistance for its
development. He added
that Ayethaya Industrial
Zoneisone of the 18 pri-
vate industrial zones set
up with the assistance of
the government. He said
that as Ayethaya indus-
trial zone has been
equipped with foundry,
machine and forging
shops similar to that of
Mandalay and Monywa
Industrial Zones, it isnec-
essary to striveto achieve
more success year after
year. He stressed the need
to conduct research to be
able to keep abreast of
other industrial zones.

He pointed out that it
is necessary to manufac-
ture the agricultural
equipment and other ma-
chine partsfor Shan State
and quality implements
meeting set standards for
State-owned and private-
runindustries. The devel-
opment of private indus-
trieswill contributeto the
improvement of the in-
dustrial sector and build-
ing of an industrialized
country, he added.

For establishment of
the industrialized nation,
Vice-Senior General
MaungAye explained that
effortsarebeing madefor
setting up the industries
and turning out the edu-
cated human resources
such as technicians and
engineers for the indus-
tries. He noted that if the
industrial facilities can be
secured, the country can

stand tall asamodern and
developed nation.

He said that while
striving for building an
industrialized nation, em-
phasis is being placed on
development of the agri-
culture sector, especialy
for achieving sufficiency
of agricultural produce
and surplusfood. He con-
tinued to say that due to
correct policy of the State,
the country has achieved
local food sufficiency. In-
deed, he added that food
is basic need for al the
global countries. There-
fore, he explained that
during the period of the
worldfinancial recession,
Myanmar endures the
economic meltdown and
is exporting agricultural
produce to the foreign
markets.

In conclusion, he
pointed out that it is nec-

Various kinds of motor vehicles assembled at Ayethaya | ndustrial Zone.—mna

18/7/29, 1:36 PM

essary to manufacture
necessary industrial prod-
ucts for boosting produc-
tion of agriculture sector
and for development of
the regions, and he
stressed the need to take
innovative measures for
converting the waste into
bio-battery to be able to
supply electricity toal the
houses of the villages.

Afterwards, they
viewed finished wood
products, quality cropsand
fertilizers, ores, marble
dlabs, agricultural imple-
ments and paddy thresh-
ers, automobilesand spare
parts manufactured by the
industrial zone.

Later, they visited
Machine Shop and Foun-
dry Shop of Ayethaya In-
dustrial Co Ltd and heard
reports presented by the
factory manager and offi-
cials—MNA
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Kengkham Multipurpose Dam
Project completed by 12 per cent

N\

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye inspects Kengkham Dam near Kengkham Villagein Yaksawk Township.—mNA

NAY Py1 Taw, 16 April—Vice-Chairman of theState
Peace and Development Council Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior Genera Maung Aye inspected
Kengkham Dam near Kengkham Village in Y aksawk
Township on 9 April.

Vice-Senior Generd Maung Aye and members of his
entourage including Secretary-1 Generd ThihaThura Tin
Aung Myint Oo, the Commadner-in-Chief (Navy), the
Commeander-in-Chief (Air), senior military officers of the
Ministry of Defence, Commander of Eastern Command
Brig-GenY aPyae, ministersandofficia shelicopteredtothe
project.

Minigter for Agriculture and Irrigation Mg-Gen Htay

Ooreported onwork progress, saying that the multipurpose
dam project on the Namt-et Creek near Kengkham Village
was designed to support water to Zawgyi Dam; that the
project comprised a 6-megawatt hydropower plant; thet
magor works were main dam, culvert, hydropower plant,
spillway and cand ; and that the project had been completed
by 12 per cent.

Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung reported
onconditionsof forestsaroundtheprojectanditssurrounding
aress.

In response, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye cdled
on completion of the project on scheduleand getting rid of
thetreesand woodlandsinthebasinareaintime. Heasked
about another damto beconstructed ontheNampar Creek,

downstream Kengkham Dam. The Agriculture and
Irrigation Minister presented areport, saying that Nampar
Creek Dam could becompleted ahead of Kengkham Dam
Project; that thefacility wouldbeabl etoirrigatesome 1000
acres of farmlands; that it would aso be able to support
water to Zawgyi Dam; and that the project would have a
small-scae hydropower plant.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye called for sooner
launch of theproject and expediting tasksfor devel opment
of the areas around the project including Kengkham
Village.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye inspected the
main dam, the project site and progress of Kengkham
Village and its environs—MNA

Private crops plantations thriving well in

Yaksawk Township

Nay Pyi Taw, 16
April— Vice-Chairman of
the State Peace and
Development Council
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief
(Army)  Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye
ingpectedprivateplantations
being undertaken in Indaw
Kyaukgu region of
Y aksawk Township on 10
April.

Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye and party
viewed perennial and
seasona crop plantations
in Kyaukson, Indaw,
Hshson Ganaing regions
of Y aksawk Townshipand
Taunghtaik perennial and
seasona crops plantations
in Kyaukgu region.
Responsible personsof the
plantations reported on
matters related to the
plantations and thriving of

crops.
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After visiting the
plantations, Vice-Senior
Genera Maung Aye gave
indructions. He said that
the government gave
permissions to establish
private plantations on
vacantandvirginlandswith
the farsightedness to serve
theinterest of the State and

the private entrepreneurs.
In Indaw region, there are
four private plantations, he
added. Hestressed theneed
to extend cultivation of
marketableperennia plants
on a commercial scale.
Moreover, he continued to
say that it is necessary to
grow seasond crops such

Perennial and seasonal crops plantationsin Yaksawk Township.—mNA

as maize and niger for
saving the cost of
cultivationfortheperennia
crops. Hepointedoutthat it
isimportanttoorganizethe
experienced agricultur-
alists for successful
cultivation of crops.

In Indaw Kyaukgu
region of Yaksawk

18/7/29, 1:36 PM

Township, atotal of 32,000
acres of vacant and virgin
lands were allotted to
private entrepreneurs. So
far, over4,000acresof land
have been reclaimed. At
present, the entrepreneurs
have grown seintalon
mango, orange,
macadamia, djenkol bean,

avocado pear, coffee, tea,
physic nut and coconut

plants and maize,
sugarcane, soyabean, niger
and groundnut.

Vice-Senior Generd
Maung Aye and party |eft
the private plantations and
arrived back in Bahtoo in
the afternoon.—MNA
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Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe hearsreport

presented by Minister Brig-Gen Thein Zaw.—mNA

Only if IT can effectively be used, will the...

(from page 1)

of theMinistry of Defence,
Adjutant-General Lt-Gen
ThuraMyint Aung, Chief
of Armed ForcesTraining
Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win,
Chairman of Mandalay
Division Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Central
Command Mgj-Gen Tin
Ngwe, ministers, senior
military officers of the
Ministry of Defence, and
officials of the SPDC
Office arrived at
Y atanarpon Teleport
building of the project at
10.30 am.

In  his reports
presented to the Senior
General at the hall of the
teleport, Commander
Maj-Gen Tin Ngwe said
that as the first phase of
the project, the teleport
building, sevenincubation
centres and telephone,
data and CATV systems
have been  built.
Arrangements for power
supply and drinking water
supply have also been
made. Concrete roads
have been  built.
Construction of factories
has started after allotting

‘ 17-4-09 NL 8

plots for 18 investing
companies. According to
theprivatehousing project
inthenorthof Y atanarpon
new town, 150 plots have
been allotted and houses
are being built. Tasks are
being carried out phase-
wise to complete the
project sooner.

Next, Minister for
Communications, Posts
and Telegraphs Brig-Gen
Thein Zaw reported on
opening of Y atanarpon
Teleport in December
2007, construction of the
teleport and seven
incubation centres on
2200 acres of land out of
10000 acres of project
area, arrangements for
building factories by 18
companies, offering of
permits to hire the
incubation centres and
hiring of some centres,
offering of IT businesses
in which companies can
invest and plans for
building a park and
convention centre,
services centre, training
centre and houses.

Mandalay Mayor
Brig-GenPhoneZaw Han
reported on progress in

construction of in-
frastructuressuchasroads
and water and power
supply facilities in the
private housing project
site  (North), land
allotmentsfor companies
and privateentrepreneurs
and construction of roads
and houses by contractor
companies.

In giving guidance,

Senior General Than
Shwe said that it is
necessary to completethe
project assoonaspossible
overcoming difficulties.
Today’s IT (Information
Technology) is
influencing all sectors
suchaspolitics, economy,
social affairsand defence,
and it isused very widely
and extensively. Only if
IT caneffectively beused,
will the nation develop,
and national devel opment

will promotel T aswell. It
is necessary to develop
IT-related industries to
meet the requirements of
local andforeignmarkets.
As IT industries will
develop only if thereisa
market, itisneededtoseek
the market.

As the State is
encouraging I T industries
intheinterest of investors,
they themselves are to
make efforts for the
development of their

industries.

Afterwards, Senior
Genera Than Shwe and
party inspected IT
equipment to be produced
by companiesinvesting in
Y atanarpon new town

project.

Later, the Senior
General and party
inspected the

implementation of the
project by car and left the
town.

MNA

Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Than Shwe inspects | T equipment of the companies—mnNa

18/7/29, 1:36 PM
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Senior General Than Shwe on 14 April inspects progress of Yeywa Hydropower Project on Myitnge River, 31 miles southeast of Mandalay.—wmNA

Yeywa Dam, one of the world's largest RCC dams.—mnNa

Senior
General
Than Shwe...

(frompage 1)

The minister also
reported that Y eywa dam
is the fourth highest RCC
damsacrosstheworld. The
main embankment was
completed during the
period from 7-2-2006 to
14-12-2008, and it stood
ninth in the most quickly
constructed dams across
the world, he added.

Deputy Minister U
MyoMyint submittedthe
reportsthat Upper Y eywa
Damto bebuilt upstream
of YeywaDamwill be of
concrete type with 200
feet high and 1640 feet
longfacility. Thedamcan
generate 140 megawatts
and contribute to
generating hydro-
electricity of Yeywa
Hydropower Project.

‘ 17-4-09 NL 9
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18/7/29, 1:36 PM

After hearing the
reports, the Senior
General gave guidance
that as the Yeywa
Hydropower Project is
nearly completed, it is
necessary to take care of
all the project tasks
including installation of
machines.

Next, the Senior
General presented fruit
baskets to the foreign
technicians.

The Senior General
and party viewed
completion of the main
concrete dam,
construction of the
spillway and power intake
structure, building of the
power plant tobeinstalled
with four turbines and

penstock pipes.

The Senior Genera
and party passed the
approach tunnel of the
main dam by car to view
the progress of the
project.

Y eywa Hydro-power
Project isamajor project
of the State to generate
790 megawatts.

The project is being
implemented to build a
2264 high feet long and
433 feet high Roller
Compacted ConcreteDam
for generating
hydropower.

Yeywa RCC Dam is
one of the largest RCC
dams throughout the
world.

MNA
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Revellers enjoy Maha Thingyan Festival in Nay Pyi Taw,
Yangon, M andalay, PyinOoL win on Atet Day

Nay Pvi Taw, 16
April—Today is Maha
Thingyin Atet Day which
fals on 7th Waning of
Hnaung Tagu, 1370 ME.

Various roads and
streets including
Paunglaung Road in Nay
Pyi Taw Pyinmana were
packed with revellers and
decorated floats. The
merry-makers and
revellersenjoyedthewater
throwing festival at
Paunglaung Creek. Loca

people, social organization
membersand staff families
visitedNay Pyi Taw Water
Fountain Garden and
Zoological Garden (Nay
Pyi Taw).

In Yangon, the water
throwing pandals in
townshipsof four Yangon
districts were crowded
with water throwers
and decorated floats.
Especially, the
entertainment stages on
Inya Road, University
Avenue, the bund of Inya
Lake and Kaba-Aye
Pagoda Road performed
entertainment to the water
throwers and merry-

makers. Likewise, artistes
and dance troupes
presented songsand dances
to the people at Yangon
Mayor’s Maha Thingyan
Pandal.

The wellwishers
donated foods and snacks
to the people at various
regions.

(See page 11)

The merry-makers
and revellers enjoy
atYangon Mayor’s
water throwing
pandal on Maha
Thingyan Atet
Day.—mNaA

Picnickers seen at
Paunglaung Creek
near Sutaungpyae
Pagoda on Maha
Thingyan Atet
Day.—mnNA

The merry-makers
and revellers enjoy
at Defence Services
Technological
Academy’ s water
throwing pandal.
MNA

The merry-makers and revellers enjoy at Defence Services Academy water throwing pandal in PyinOoLwin.—mNA
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Revellersenjoy Maha Thingyan...

(from page 10)
The devotees offered flowers, water, lights and joss
sticks to the pagodas and stupas, and many people
performed meritoriousdeedsat thereligiousbuildings.

Joint-Secretary of Y angon City Devel opment
Committee U Kyaw Soe closed the Y angon Mayor’s
Maha Thingyan Festival this evening, and cultural
troupes and staff sang the song and performed dances.
The mayor, wife and officials presented prizes to the
respective dancing troupes.

In Mandalay, the Mandalay Mayor, wife and
officials enjoyed the entertainment of artistes at
Mandalay Mayor's Maha Thingyan Pandal this
morning. Next, the mayor and party visited Thingyan
pandals of departments concerned and private
entrepreneurs around the moat.

Likewise, revelersenjoyedtheMahaThingyan
Festival in al wards of PyinOoLwin on Atet Day.
Merry-makers and picnickers visited the ring road of
Kandawgyi Lake, the pandals at National Kandawgyi
Gardens and Nationa Landmarks Garden.—MNA
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Thingyan.—mnNA

Nay Pyi Taw Water Fountain Garden being packed with revellers on Atet Day of Maha

Managing Director U Htoo Thet Htwe and responsible persons of Air
Bagan Ltd open Air Bagan water throwing pandal on Akyo Day.—nLMm

USseeksint’| effort to curb piracy

WASHINGTON, 16
April—The United States
will join international ef-
forts to fight against pi-
racy off the Horn of Af-
rica, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton said here
on Wednesday.

The United Statesand
the international commu-
nity will “explorewaysto
track and freeze pirate as-
sets,” Clinton told report-
ers, noting “pirates are
buying more and more
sophisticated equipment

This undated image shows the 17,000-ton container
ship Maersk Alabama, when it was operating under
the name Maersk Alva, which has been hijacked by
Somalia pirates with 20 crew members aboard, on 8
April , 2009, while sailing from Salalah in Oman to
theKenyan port of Mombassa via Djibouti.—INTERNET

... buying faster and more
capable vessels.”

She also said that the
United Stateswill send an
envoy to a Somali donors
conference this week to
seek more effective ways
to halt piracy off the So-
mali coast.

“Our envoy will work
with other partnersto help
the Somalis assist us in
cracking down on pirate
bases and in decreasing
incentives for young So-
mali men to engagein pi-
racy,” she said.

Despite sustained
patrols by international
warships, piracy is ram-
pant recently off coast of
the war-torn Horn of Af-
rica nation of Somalia

Internet

Canada auto workers union refuses

Nay Pyi Taw Water Fountain Garden being crowded with revellers on
Atet Day of Maha Thingyan.—mnNa

further concessionsto Chrysler
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Ot1awA,16  April—The Canadian
Auto Workers Union on Wednesday re-
fused to make any specia concessions
for automaker Chrysler, despite athreat
that Fiat could walk away from a pos-
sible partnership to savetheailing com-
pany.

Fiat wants the unions in Canada and
the United States to agree to match the
lower wages at Japanese and German car
plants as a precondition for the partner-
ship. The US government has given
Chryder until the end of April to negoti-
ateapartnershipwith Fiat, or facethepros-
pect of abankruptcy filing or liquidation.

Canadian Auto Workers president

18/7/29, 1:36 PM

Ken Lewenzasaid Wednesday hisunion
would bargain with Chrysler for a deal
similar to the one struck with General
Motors earlier in the year.The GM
agreement was worth approximately 7
Canadian dollars (5.6 US dollars) ahour
in reduced labour costs. Chrysler, how-
ever, said it needs savings in the range
of 20 Canadian dollars (16 US dollars)
an hour to stay in business. Lewenzasaid
that giving Chrysler abetter deal would
end up hurting GM. Historically, the
Canadian Auto Workers Union makes
somewhat similar deals with the three
USautomakers, apattern that keeps sec-
tor labor costs equal. —Internet
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MYANMA RAILWAYS

MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION

INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER

1. Sealed Tender is invited for supply of the following in Euro ;

Tender No Description Quantity
12(T)I/MR(MC)  Vacuum Brake Cylinder 21" F Type 100 Sets
2009-2010

Closing Date/Time - 15.6.2009 (Friday) (12:00) Hours
2, Tender documents are available at our office starting from 10.4.2009
during office hours and for further detail please call Deputy General

Manager, Supply Department,Myanma Railways, Corner of Theinbyu Street
and Merchant Street, Botahtaung, Yangon. Phone:95-1-291994,95-1-291985.
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US commander in Gulf submarine
cr ash loses command

Manama ( Bahrain),
16 April —The skipper of
an American nuclear sub-
marine that collided with
another USNavy vessdl at
the mouth of the Persian
Gulf last month has been
relieved of command, the
Navy said. The statement
on Tuesday said therewas

enough information to re-
move Cmdr Ryan
Brookhart from hispost at
thehelm of the USS Hart-
ford eventhough aninves-
tigationintotheincidentis
not done yet. He has been
temporarily assigned to a
staff jobin Bahrain, home
to the US 5th Fleet.

Philippine Govt: 122 Filipino
seamen held by Somali pirates

MANILA, 16 April—The Philippine government
said on Wednesday that atotal of 122 Filipino seafar-
ers are being held by Somali pirates, following the
hijacking of a Greek-owned ship with Filipino crew
on Tuesday in the Gulf of Aden.

MV Irene EM — thelatest vessel captured by pi-
rates off Somalian waters— has 22 Filipino seafarers
on board, the Philippine Department of Foreign Af-
fairs (DFA) said in a statement. This is the ninth hi-
jacking in the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean since
the start of the month. The foreign department said the
newly-abducted Filipinos arereportedly unharmed and
it is continuing to coordinate closely with concerned
foreign authorities and the local manning agencies of
the hijacked vessels to secure the early and safe re-
lease of the Filipino seafarers.

Asthe number of Filipino hostages keeps swell-
ing in Somalia, the Philippine government remains
cluelesson how to provide protection to the thousands
of seafarers sailing through the dangerous waters of
Africa. The Philippine government said that asapolicy,
it will not negotiate nor pay ransom to the kidnappers.
Consequently, negotiationswith piratesare usually left
to the ship owners, who pay huge amounts to the pi-
rates to ransom their crew.—Internet

Israeli Anat Teva (C)
works on a sand sculp-
ture depicting the
cartoon character
Garfield during a
competition on Beit
Yanai beach north of
the coastal city of
Netanya on 15 April ,
2009.—INTERNET

The submarine
skipper’scommanding of -
ficer, Rear Adm. Michael
J Connor, “expressed his
loss of confidence in
Brookhart'sability to com-
mand,” according to the
Navy statement.Navy of-
ficials did not make
Brookhart or Connor
available for comment.

Cmdr Chris Harkins,
deputy commander of
Submarine Squadron
Eight, has taken over the
command of the Hartford.

Theaccident occurred
in the pre-dawn hours of
March 20 while both ships
were on regularly sched-
uled deployments to con-
duct security operations.
Officials said the vessels
were headingto portinthe
same direction when they
collided in the Strait of
Hormuz. The submarine
was submerged at the
time—Internet

Thousandsin California protest against
UStax, budget policy

LosANGELES, 16 April—Thousands
of peopletook to the streets on Wednes-
day outside city halls and other land-
marks across California to protest
against increasing taxes and government
spending in the United States.

Therallies, part of anationwide Tea
Party movement on thetax deadlineday,
were aimed at expressing people’s ob-
jection to President Barack Obama’'s
economic policy, including the huge
stimulus  package, organizers
said.Protesting events were under way

or planned in many Los Angeles area
middle-class and wealthy communities,
including one at the California Repub-
lic Party headquartersin Burbank.
About 30 people gathered outside
thecity hall in Glendale, aLosAngeles
suburb city, hoisting signs with slogans
like* Stop the Spending” and “ America,
No Left Turn.”In Santa Ana, Orange
County, atraditional Republican strong-
hold, protesters carried American flags
to gather crowd.
Internet
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1,000 people asked to evacuate asflooding
gtuation worsensin central Canada

Ot7AWA, 16 April—
A thousand people were
advised on Wednesday to
leave their homes in
Canada'sManitobaProv-
ince, as the Red River
continues to swell.The
notice affects people liv-
ing just south of provin-
cial capital Winnipeg,
where hundreds have
been forced from homes
after weeks of flooding
threats.

Officials announced
earlier Wednesday that the
peak flow of the Red
River in Winnipeg will
exceed the flood of 1950
to become the second
highest in history, only
after that of 1997 when
the “Flood of the Cen-
tury” happened.

The province's chief
flood forecaster, Alf

Warkentin, said the crest,
expected to pass through
Winnipeg within the next
coupleof days, isforecast
to be 6.78 meters. Only
the flood of 1997, with a
crest of 7.35 meters, was
worse in the past 100
years.

On Tuesday, the city
pleaded for 500 to 600
volunteers to assist with
sandbagging efforts to

protect about 100 endan-
gered homes.Prime Min-
ister Stephen Harper on
Tuesday toured theregion
and pledged aid from
the federal govern-
ment.Caused by acombi-
nation of ice jams, melt-
ing snow andrain, theRed
River flooding wreaks
havoc on Manitobaevery
year.

Internet

Paddlerscompeteduring
the 2009 China National
Canoeing Marathon on a
river in Shaoxing, east
China’'s Zhegjiang Prov-
ince, on 14 April , 2009.
Around 60 paddlerstook
part in the competition.
Xinhua

*

18/7/29, 1:36 PM

NATO to hold exercisesin
Georgia

BrusseLs, 16 April —NATO will conduct two se-
ries of exercises in Georgia between May 6 and June
1, the aliance’s central military command said on
Wednesday.

Nineteen countries will participate in the exer-
cisesdesigned to improveinteroperability between the
organization and its partner countries.The 19 coun-
tries are Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia, Brit-
ain, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Georgia,
Greece, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Macedonia, Moldova,
Serbia, Spain, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates and
the United States.

NATO’s Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers
Europe (SHAPE) said the exercises, codenamed
Cooperative Longbow 09 and Cooperative Lancer 09,
were planned in spring 2008, months before the
Georgia-Russia military conflict that soured NATO-
Russiarelations.

Xinhua
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Resear cher develops vaccine

for E coli diarrheal diseases

WasHINGTON, 16 April — A Michigan State Uni-
versity (MSU) researcher has developed a working
vaccine for a strain of E coli that kills 2 million to 3
million children each year in the developing world, a
press release from the university said on Wednesday.

Enterotoxigenic E Coli, which is responsible for
60 percent to70 percent of all E coli diarrheal disease,
also causes health problems for US troops serving
overseas and is responsible for what is commonly
caled traveler’'s diarrhea.

Mahdi Saeed, professor of epidemiology and in-
fectiousdiseasein M SU’scolleges of Veterinary Medi-
cine and Human Medicine, has applied for a patent
for his discovery and has made contact with pharma-
ceutical companies for commercial production. Ne-
gotiations with several firms are ongoing.

“This strain of E coli is an international health
challenge that has a huge impact on humanity,” said
Saeed, who has devoted four years to develop the
vaccine at MSU’s National Food Safety and Toxi-
cology Center. “By creating a vaccine, we can save
untold lives. The implications are massive.”
Enterotoxigenic E Coli affects millions of adultsand
children across the globe, mainly in southern hemi-
sphere countries throughout Africa and South
America. It also poses arisk to UStroops serving in
southern Asia and the Middle East.

Saeed’s breakthrough was discovering a way to
overcome the miniscule molecular size of one of the
illness-inducing toxins produced by the E. coli bug.
Since the toxin was so small, it did not prompt the
body’s defence system to develop immunity, allow-
ing the same individual to repeatedly get sick, often
with more severe health implications.

*
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Twelve bln euros needed for

recongtruction in Italian quake-hit areas

Rowmeg, 16 April — Gianni Chiodi, governor of
Italy’s Abruzzo region which was rocked by a power-
ful earthquake on 6 April, said on Wednesday that re-
constructioninthe hardest-hit L’ AquilaCity and neigh-
boring towns will cost about 12 billion euros (16.2
billion US dollars).

He said the sum “seemed a reasonable number”
and it was a so necessary to evaluate damage caused
by the earthquake to the area’s economy and social
fabric, adding that the quake-hit region would “require
other important resources’ for its reconstruction.

European Transport Commissioner Antonio Tajani
said on Wednesday that the EU could contribute up to
500 million euros of the funds needed.Some of this
money will come from an EU fund for natural disas-
ters, while the rest will be reallocated from structural
funds destined for Abruzzo and Italy. “ Europe will do
its part and will not abandon the Italian people,” he
said.—Internet

Dengue cases up to 170 in Cook Islands
WELLINGTON, 16 April — Cook Idandshasrecorded
170 cases of suspected dengue fever over thelast three
weeks, the Cook Islands News reported on Thursday.
Cook Idlands Ministry of Health this week said
13 people have been admitted to hospital showing
symptoms of the mosquito-borne disease with results
expected to bereceived from Australiathisweek con-
firming the presence of anew outbreak in Rarotonga
The ministry said that no evidence has suggested
the infection has reached the outer islands.A national
clean up campaign was undertaken last week with
environmental risk assessmentsand actions completed
for all probable cases. Many empty cans, bottles and
plastic bags were disposed of immediately, the daily

An Afghan girl carries her little sister in Naray,
Afghanistan’s eastern Kunar Province. In four
isolated districts of Afghanistan, attacks on the
NATO-led I nternational Security Assistance Force
rose 120 percent in February and March from a
year earlier as coalition troops have started to push
deeper into the harsh terrain where militants have

Internet | said.—Internet been fighting for decades—INTERNET
' Baby pythons escape Photo taken
NEws ALBUM shows two

during flight in Australia
Four baby pythons escaped from a

goatslocked in
their horns at

The world'stallest man, Bao Xishun
of China, at a shopping mall in
Hong Kong on 10 January, 2009. A
contender for world'stallest man
underwent foot surgery at a Chinese
hospital where doctors confirmed he
is 10 centimetres (four inches) taller
than the current title-holder, state
press said on Tuesday.

container aboard a passenger plane in
Australia, leading to a search that forced
the cancellation of twoflights, theairline
said on Thursday.

Twelve non-venemous Stimson py-
thonswere being transported Tuesday on
aflight fromAlice Springsto Melbourne
in the plane’s cargo areain abag inside
aplastic foam box with air holesWhen
the flight landed, it was discovered that
four snakes had escaped from the pack-
age, a Qantas spokeswoman said in a
statement.

A reptile expert searched for the 6-
inch (15-centimeter) -long snakes but
did not find them. It was not known if
the snakes were still on the plane or if
they had somehow escaped outside af-
ter the planelanded.In the meantime, the
plane missed two flights it had been
scheduled to fly and the passengerswere
transferred to other flights.

A Qantasairliner was grounded after
four snakes went missing from the
cargo hold on a passenger flight from
Alice Springs to Melbourne, accord-
ing to officials.

Wadian
Township,
Linquan
County, Anhui
Provinceon 13
April, 2009.
More than 200
of them took
part in a goat-
fighting match
on thisday.

M an lobs $30,000 from cars

Taiwan police have arrested a 55-
year-old man for lobbing bank notes
worth about T$1 million ($29,600)
from vehicles, causing disorder in the
streets, an officer said on Monday.

Theman tossed the billsfrom ataxi
in a crowded part of Taichung city on
Sunday as people stopped to pick up
the cash, Changhuapolice official Lin
Shih-ming said.

“He might have had a nervous
condition, as his state of mind wasn’t
normal,” Lin said.

Heisbelievedto havethrown heaps
more money on an earlier road trip

starting in the capital Taipei.

The man also burned about
T$400,000 and had two more sacks of
cash, apparently the proceeds of a
property sale, Lin said.

Some of the passers-by who picked
up the bills turned the money over to
police, while others pocketed it, he
said.

Thetaxi driver turned themaninto
police in Changhua county, just south
of Taichung.

The suspect would be charged with
public endangerment and destruction
of currency, Lin said.
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Ferguson relishing United,
Arsenal clash

PorTto, 16 April—
Manchester United boss
Sir Alex Ferguson
predicted a “terrific” all-
English  Champions
LeagueclashwithArsenal
after histeam disposed of
Portointhequarter-finals
on  Wednesday.The
reigning European
champions became the
first English team to win
inPortoandwill now meet
ArseneWenger’ sArsenal
for a place in the Rome
final after the London
team swept past Villareal.

“Itwould betough no
matter whoweplayed, but
the fact it is another
English side gives it a
different type of spice”

Manchester United
manager Alex Ferguson

Ferguson said.” Our game
earlier in the season was
fantastic. It was the way
football should be
played.” We are two good
footballing sides, so it
should be aterrific semi-
final and we are looking
forward to it.”—Internet

Seven goalsin two games

“an exception” - Cech

PraGUE,16 April— Chelsea’s Czech goalkeeper
Petr Cech on Wednesday said thefact he has conceded
sevengoalsin hislast twomatcheswas* anexception”.

The Blues drew 4-4 with Liverpool in athrilling
Champions League quarter-final on Tuesday, after
shipping three goal sina4-3 Premier Leaguevictory at
home to Bolton on Saturday.Cech looked
uncharacteristically vulnerableagainst Rafael Benitez's
Liverpool, but played down concerns about hisform.

“ Sometimes, you can’t avoid making mistakes. It's
an exception. It can happen,” he said during an audio
press conference with the Czech media after Chelsea
had clinched a 7-5 aggregate victory at Stamford
Bridge.Cech was embarrassed in the 19th minute of
Tuesday night’ smatch when Liverpool |eft-back Fabio
Aurelio swept an opportunistic free-kick past him from
wide on the right to open the scoring.—Internet

Chelsea’s Czech goalkeeper Petr Cech(L), seen
here on 8 April, 2009, said the fact he has
conceded seven goalsin hislast two matches was
“an exception.—INTERNET

Nadal and Federer cruise

in Monaco tennis

MonTe CarLO,16 April—Rafael Nadal, bidding
for a fifth consecutive Monte Carlo Masters title,
reached the third round on Wednesday by racking up
his134th claycourt win, againstjust four defeats, since
2005.Roger Federer also breezed through to stay on
coursefor afourth consecutivefinal appearanceasthe
build-up to the French Open continues.

Federer saw off Italian Andreas Seppi 6-4, 6-4 and
will face Swiss compatriot Stanislas Wawrinka for a
place in the quarter-finals.Nadal recovered from
dropping serve twice to beat dogged Argentine Juan
Ignacio Chela 6-2, 6-3 and will next face Ecuador’s
Nicolas Lapentti who defeated Marat Safin.

Thevolatile Russian, who squandered a5-2 third
set lead as well as three match points, flirted with
disqualification as his hopes crumbled.Federer, the
second seed, was kept on histoes as Seppi saved three
match pointsinthe penultimategameon hisown serve
before the Swiss brought proceedings to a close after
1hr 23min.—Internet

Arsenal still outsidersin
Championship: Wenger

Lonpon,16 April—ArseneWenger insistsArsenal
aredtill “ super outsiders’ towinthe ChampionsL eague
even though his side brushed aside Villarreal 3-0 to
book asemi-final showdownwith Manchester United.

The Gunners were at their majestic best in
Wednesday’ s quarter-final second leg at the Emirates
Stadium as goals from Theo Walcott, Emmanuel
Adebayor and Robin van Persie dispatched Manuel
Pellegrini’s Spanish club in resounding fashion.

After splutteringthroughthefirst half of theseason,
Arsenal appear to be hitting peak form at just theright
time. They areunbeatenin 18 Premier League matches
and now haveaEuropean semi-final tolook forwardto
as well as Saturday’s FA Cup semi-final against
Chelsea.

Internet

Spain’s Rafael Nadal.

Blatter demandsfair play
In AFC leader ship row

FIFA president Sepp
Blatter has demanded
all sidesplay by the
book in an increasingly
bitter battle for power
insidethe Asian
Football Confederation.
INTERNET

SINGAPORE,16
April —FIFA president
Sepp Blatter has
demanded all sides play
by the book in an
increasingly bitter battle
for powerinsidetheAsian
Football Confederation.

The head of the
sport’s world governing
body madethecomments
asrelationsbetween AFC
president Mohamed bin

Hammam and his chief
rival, Bahrain's Shaikh
Salman bin Ebrahim Al
Khalifa, plummet.Shaikh
Salman, Bahrain’ sCrown
Prince, ischallenging Bin
Hammam for his seat on
FIFA's executive
committee, with the
winner decidedattheAFC
Congress in Kuala
Lumpur on May 8.
Qatar’s Bin
Hammam, accused by his
opponents of being a
dictator, says hewill step
down as AFC chief if he
loses the FIFA seat,
despite his term not
expiring until 2011.The
battle, which both sides
claim to be winning, has
become increasingly
political among the
powerful factions within
the AFC’'s 46 member
nations, with Japan, South
Korea, and Saudi Arabia
all opposed to Bin
Hammam.—Internet

Alpine Bau winsbid for
Warsaw Euro 2012 stadium

Democratic Republic of Congo
international defender Herita
[lunga.—INTERNET
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| lunga commits himself to
‘second rate’ West Ham

LoNDON, 16  April —
Democratic Republic of Congo
international defender Herita
[lungasigned apermanent deal with
English Premiership side West
Ham on Wednesday just months
after he described them as being a
‘second rate team’.

The 27-year-old had joined
from French First Division side
Toulouse on a season-long loan to
replace left back George
McCartney - who was sold to
Sunderland - but has since played
every Premier League game and
scored hisonly goal inan FA Cup

third round match with Barnsley.
Ilunga, who aso played for
Toulouse’ schampionshiprivalsSt
Etienneafter arrivingfrom Spanish
outfit Espanyol B, made his
remarks about the Hammers in
December adding that hesaw them
as a stepping stone in his
career.However, the 18-times
capped left back received the full
support of manager Gianfranco
Zola, who has made good on his
promise of signing him
permanently on a contract which

runstill 2013.
Internet
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Warsaw, 16 April—German-Austrian
construction group Alpine Bau has been picked to
build the stadium in the Poland’'s capital Warsaw
which is set to host the opening match of Euro 2012,
Polish authorities said on Wednesday.

Sports Minister Miroslaw Drzewiecki said that
AlpineBau, which hasformed aconsortium with the
Polish group Hydrobudowa, won the bidding to build
the 55,000-seat Vistulariverside venue after coming
up with a 1.25-billion-zloty (289-million-euro, 385-
million-dollar) offer.The bids of the consortium’s
fiverivalsweighedinat between 1.29billionand 2.23
billion zlotys, Drzewiecki said.

Accordingtothetimetablefor theEuropeanfootball
championships, the Warsaw stadium is meant to be
ready by May 2011, a year ahead of the start of the
tournament. TheAlpine Bau-Hydrobudowaconsortium
has aready won the contract for two other Euro 2012
venues. Itisdueto construct a44,000-sest stadiuminthe
Balticport city of Gdansk and upgradeoneinthewestern
city of Poznan into a47,000-seat arena—Internet



Magic tap, which appearsto float in the sky with
an endless supply of water. | n actuality, thereisa
pipe hidden in the stream of water. Location:
Aqualand, Cadiz.—INTERNET

Smile predicts success of
your marriage

Belang, 15April—A smileinyour past photographs
isanindicationthat your marital lifewill besuccessful,
says scientists. Psychologists have found that how
much people smilein pictures in the past can predict
their later success in marriage. The researchers asked
almost 650 adults for picturestaken during their final
year school and rate the brightness of their smiles.

Thescientists, fromDePauw Universityinlndiana,
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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Thursday, 16 April, 2009

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30hr M ST:
During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers have been
scattered in Rakhine State, isolated in Shan, Kayah and Kayin
States, upper Sagaing Mandalay, Bago, Y angon, Ayeyawady
and Taninthayi Divisions and weather has been partly cloudy
in the remaining areas. Day temperatures were (7°C) above
April averagetemperaturesin Chin State, (3°C) to (4°C) above
April average temperatures in Kachin State, upper Sagaing
and Taninthayi Divisions, (3°C) to (4°C) aboveApril average
temperaturesin Kayah State, Mandalay, Magway and Y angon
Divisionsand about April averagetemperaturesintheremain-
ing areas. Thesignificant day temperatureswere Toungoo and
Shwegyin (39°C) each.The noteworthy amounts of rainfall
recordedwereNaypyitaw (0.55) inch, Kyauktaw (1.14) inches,
Kyaukpyu (0.94) inch.

Maximum temperature on 15-4-2009 was 96°F.
Minimum temperature on 16-4-2009 was 73°F. Reative
humidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 16-4-2009 was 69%. Total
sunshine hours on 15-4-2009 was (8.8) hrs approx.

Rainfal on 16-4-2009 was (Nil) at Mingaladon, (Nil) at
Kaba-Aye and(0.12) inch. Total rainfall since 1-1-2009 was
(0.99) inch at Mingaadon, (1.54) inches at Kaba-Aye and
(1.89) inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (8) mph from Southwest at (15:30)
hours MST on 15-4-2009.

Bay inference: According to the observationsat (12:30)
hrsM ST today, thecyclonic stormBijli over West Central Bay
iscentered at about (165) miles Southeast of Vishakhapatnom
(India). Itisforecast to moveinitially North-Northwest direc-
tion and recurves|ater North-Northeast Direction. Weather is
partly cloudy in the Andaman Sea and in the Bay of Bengal.

For ecast valid until eveningof 17" April 2009: Rainor
thundershowers are likely to be Scattered in Rakhine, Kayin
and Mon States, Bago, Y angon, Mandalay, Ayeyawady and
Taninthayi Divisonsandisolatedintheremainingareas. Degree
of certainty is (60%).

Stateof thesea: Squallswithmoderatedtorough seasare
likely at times off and along Myanmar Coasts. Surface wind
speed in squalls may reach (35-40) mph.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of
continuaion of isolated rain or thundershowersin the Lower
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring area
for 17-4-2009: Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (60%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 17-4-2009: Oneor two rain or thundershowers. Degree of
certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 17-4-2009: Possibility of isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (40%).
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' Vice-Senior Genera Maung Aye sees |
off Prime Minister General Thein Sein
on PM’sdeparturefor the PRC

J

NAY Pyi Taw, 16
April —Vice-Chairman of
the State Peace and De-
velopment Council
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of DefenceServices
Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Maung Aye saw off
Prime Minister General
Thein Sein who |eft here
for the People' s Republic
of China by specia air-
craft to attend the Boao
Forum for Asia (BFA)
Annual Conference 2009
to be held at Boao in
Hainai Island of the Peo-
ple’ sRepublicof Chinaat
Nay Pyi Taw Airport at
2.30 p.m. today.

Also present at

the airport were
Secreatary-1 of the SPDC
Genera Thiha ThuraTin
AungMyint Oo,Mgj-Gen
KoKo,Lt-GenKhinZaw,
Lt-Gen Myint Hlaing and
Lt-Gen Ye Myint of the
Ministry of Defence,
Commander of Nay Pyi
Taw Command Mgj-Gen
Wa Lwin, Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan, Deputy Min-
ister for Transport Col
Nyan Tun Aung, Direc-
tor-General Col Kyaw
Kyaw Win of SPDC Of-
fice and departmental
heads, Charged’ Affaires
ai of Chinese Embassy to
Myanmar Mr. WangZong
Ying and officials.

The Prime Min-
ister was accompanied by
Minister for Foreign Af-
fairsU Nyan Win, Minis-
ter for National Planning
and Economic Develop-
ment U Soe Tha, Minister
for Communications,
Posts and Telegraphs
Brig-Gen Thien Zaw, the
director-general of Gov-
ernment Office and de-
partmental heads.—MNA

Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye sees off
Prime Minister Gen-
eral Thein Seinonthe
PM'sdeparturefor the
PRC at Nay Pyi Taw
Airport.—mna

Nay Pyi

‘aw Maha Thingyan Tour Gold Cup Golf Tour nament

2009 held on 14, 15, 16 April: prizes presented on 16 April

NAvY Pyi Taw, 16
April—TheNay Pyi Taw
Maha Thingyan Tour
Gold Cup Golf Tourna-
ment-2009 took place at
City Golf Course, Y epyar
Golf Course and Nay Pyi
Taw Golf Course in Nay
Pyi Taw from 14 to 16
April, with the participa
tion of 108 golfers of 18
teamsfrom Defence Serv-
ices (Army, Navy and
Air), theministries, states
and divisions and golf
clubs.

The Tournament
was opened at City Golf
Courseon 14 April morn-

ing, attended by Secretary-
1 of the State Peace and
Development Council
Genera Thiha Thura Tin
Aung Myint Oo, senior
military officers of the
Ministry of Defence,
the commander of
Nay Pyi Taw Command,
ministers, deputy minis-
ters, senior military offic-
ers and golfers.
Commander of
Nay Pyi Taw Command
Maj-Gen Wai Lwin and
Minister for Progress of
Border AreasandNational
Races and Development
Affairs Nay Pyi Taw

Mayor Col Thein Nyunt
opened the tournament.
The golfers of
Defence Services (Air),
Ministry of HomeAffairs,
Magway Division Peace
and Development Coun-
cil, KM, Shan State PDC
(South) and Paunglaung
teams are included in
Group (A). Defence Serv-
ices (Army), Ministry of
Commerce, Ministry of
Forestry, BlueWater, To-
paz and Sagaing Division
PDC are included in
Group (B). DefenceServ-
ices (Navy), Ministry for
(See page 5)

Vice-Senior Gen- Signficant day temper atures
eral Maung Aye - -
taking part in Nay Toungoo and Shwegyin (39°C) each
Pyi Taw Maha Notewor thy amounts of rainfall
Thingyan Tour _—
Gold Cup Golf Nay Pyi Taw (0.55) inches,
Tournament. Kyauktaw (1.24) inches,
MNA Kyaukpyu (0.94) inch.

NAY Pyi Taw, 16 April—According to the 5.30 p.m. MST observatory,
cyclone Bijli centred at the central west of the Bay of Bengal, 180 miles east of
Vikasapattinam of India. During past three hours, the cyclone moved to north-
northeast direction. Itisforecast to enter theinland areabetween Bangladesh and
the northern region of Rakhine State of Myanmar in the afternoon of 18 April
(Saturday), in next 48 hours.

Theforceof cycloneisnow at theorangelevel, anditismovingwiththe
direction to the coastal region of Myanmar. While the cyclone is entering the
inland area, thetidal surf will be5feet to 7 feet high along Rakhinecoastal region
and 3 feet to 4 feet aong the coastal region of Delta. During the storm wind, the
likelihood of surface wind speed will be 60 to 70 mph, and the waves will be
higher. Therefore, trawlers, fishing boats and ferry boats at the water territorial
area along Rakhine coastal region should go to the safe regions from the
dangerous area of cyclone, said the Department of Meteorology and Hydrol-

| ogy —MNA

[ Cyclonewarning )
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