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John Morton
BINA Chairman,
1999-2000

It is wonderful to see the MOJO publish its
100th consecutive monthly issue, nearly 10
years

since we got our initial funding and put out
the first copy, in September 1999. The
MOJO has been an unflagging service in
publishing and distributing for free the
unique true stories of the daily life of
ordinary citizens in Burma under the military
dictatorship, as well as offering Burmese
translations of the best stories from the
international press, for Burmese along the
Thai border and elsewhere who do not have
easy access to the internet. All this was
accomplished despite the difficulties and
hardships of doing it without any legal
protections for the staff or the newspaper in
the host country. And this was especially
challenging when the source of funding for
the paper was uncertain and volatile, at best.

Another interesting aspect of the MOJO is
how it has served, not only as an unusual
newspaper offering rare glimpses into
Burmese life in the early 21st Centaury, but
as a training ground for young Burmese
journalists of every ethnicity. Coming from
inside Burma, with little or no access to
education and media training, many young
people have polished their audiovisual and
journalistic skills while working on the
MOJO team, and have gone on to paid
positions in the press, radio, and even
television, continuing to bring the tragic but
inspiring story of modern Burma to the
world. Others have used the research,
writing, computer, and internet skills they
developed on the border to serve as a
foundation for building a new life in other
countries. May they always remember how
they got their start, in a tiny office on the
Thai-Burma border!

During MOJO's first year, we managed to
translate and publish some of the best of
MOJO's "insidet" stoties of that year on the
"Burma Net News" internet mailing list,
under the rubtique of "Window on
Burma". Some of these can still be read on
David Arnott's wonderful site,
www.burmalibrary.org (go to the
"reg.burma archive" link, then the
"reg.burma search"). We are looking
forward to when this translation service can
begin again, perhaps in the coming year.

Congratulations to the Publisher and his
intrepid Staff, and best wishes for a long life
for MOJO in the Free Burma we all wish

for.
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