
KAREN REFUGEE COMMITTEE 

MONTHLY REPORT 

NOVEMBER 1996 





KAREN REFUGEE COMMITTEE 
MONTHLY REPORT 
NOVEMBER 1996 

With the advent of the dry season, our concern for the security of some refugee camps 
near the Moei River, under the threat of the so-called Democratic Kayin Buddhist Army 
(DKBA), has been heightened inevitably. Most of these camps are in the border area of 
Tak Province. The Thai authorities concerned have been doing their best, within the 
limited means available, to improve the security situation. 

Reportedly, the power that be on the other side of the border has very little or no control 
over these lawless and fanatic elements. 

So far as we know, acts of terrorism violence and human rights violations against the rural 
folks in the Karen areas have not lessened. Our other concern is the possibility of 
increased military activities in the dry season. If this happens, our estimate is that not 
less than 20,000 can cross the border into Thailand for refuge. 

Before closing, we, the Karen Refugee Committee, would like to express our heart-felt 
appreciation and gratitude to the Thai authorities concerned for their kind permission to 
the Karen refugees to take refugee in the border areas of Thailand, for taking measures 
to provide security, as necessary, and for allowing the aid agencies and organizations to 
provide assistance to the refugees. 

We are also much grateful to the international agencies and organizations that have been 
providing help and assistance to the refugees, year after year, without a hint of complaint 
or demoralization. 

We earnestly hope that the authorities, agencies, organizations and individuals would 
continue to provide help and assistance to the refugees until they can return to safety and 
peace on the other side of the border. 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert Htwe 
Chairman 
Karen Refugee Committee. 
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