


The Karen Refugee Committee expresses its sincere 
gratitude to all the agencies and organizations which have 
been providing valuable and vital assistances to the refugees. 
The ever increasing number of refugees had created a greater 
need for food and it causes great anxiety to the committee. 
But we are truly glad to say that great effort has been made on 
the part of our benefactors to do what they can and so the 
refugees still get their daily bread. Apart from food, they 
have been provided with other essential commodities which are 
very beneficial to them. 

The number of Karen refugees is ever increasing. Some 
visitors who had been to the camps had had the chance to hear 
the personnel testimonies of refugees arriving very recently* 
They told of the terrible hardships they had been made to bear 
and the life of constant fear which they had led under the 
Burmese military supervision. All of them asserted, that in 
this present situation many more are bound to come to the 
refugee camps. 

The story of Hsart Kalay and family of 5 is typical of 
the systematic oppression the refugees had to go through. 

Their village, Waklekla of about 100 houses, is about 
3 miles from Shwegun town where the Burmese keep a large 
concentration of troops. Some time in March this year, the 
villagers were made to set up 4 tiers of fences around the 
village. Ten soldiers were stationed there. The villagers 
have to stand sentinel, day and night, They have to pay rice and 
money, 2 or 3 times a month, to the soldiers for protection. 

The villagers are made to repair roads, clear bushes and 
plant bamboo spikes around the village. When there are military 
operations, the men are press ganged into the labour force to 
carry heavy loads of supply and ammunition for months on end. 
Three villagers Par Loo Kle, Kaw Poe and Taklaw had been killed 
while on porter duty. 
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With the coming of monsoon, the villagers are allowed to 
go out to work in the fields, but they are not allowed to take 
along any food nor build huts. They are not allowed to sleep 
outside the village. Any body coming in late or staying out 
side for the night are shot to death. Thus, villagers Maung Ngwe 
Khin, Maung Shwe Tin and Par Kawnaw had been shot to death. In 
July, one Poe Ti was taken away and nothing about him has been 
heard since. If someone disappears, the whole family is held 
responsible. The villagers have to pay heavy fines or suffer 
severe beating if they run afoul of minor regulations. 

The villagers are now completely destitute and thoroughly 
terrified. Things are certain to get worse since they have 
nothing more to pay and very little food left to eat. 

Finally Hsart Kalay and family came to realize that life 
anywhere could not be worse than that of under the Burmese 
control. So they decided on the course of fleeing to the border, 
risking certain death if discovered. 

On August 2, they left the village early pretending to go 
to work in the fields and took the jungle route to the border to 
avoid Burmese patrol. It was very fortunate that none of them 
fell ill on the way inspite of the fact that they had to eat 
anything edible they could find on the way, They arrived at the 
border on August 17, taking 16 days to cover a journey that 
would normally take 5 days, 

The health situation is more or less normal now. The 
most common diseases are malaria and colds. Beginning from 
early monsoon the number of patients from the camps who have 
to be transfered to Maesot hospital increases. Medical expenses 
for these patients are taken care of by M S F. 











CONCLUSION 

We will forever be indebted to all our benefactors for 
their unfailing help in many ways to make life much easier for 
us. The refugees are fully aware of the situation they are in 
and are trying whenever possible to help themselves. With the 
ever increasing number of refugees, things are really difficult 
but we can see the Hand of God working for us in this moment of 
hardship. We truly appreciate the sincere sympathy shown to us 
by friends abroad and it is our earnest wish and prayer that 
all our benefactors will enjoy G-od's richest blessings. It is 
also our earnest wish and prayer that the noble deeds done for 
us as well as for refugees around the world will contribute 
greatly to the betterment of humanity and the promotion of 
peace. 

I remain. 

Yours faithfully, 

Chairman 
Karen Refugee Committee 


