


KAREN REFUGEE COMMITTEE 
MONTHLY REPORT 

JUNE 1985 

The committee expresses its sincere thanks and heartfelt 
gratitude to all the agencies and organizations which have 
been providing valuable assistance to the Karen refugees in 
the time of need. The plight of these refugees has dragged 
on for more than a year but there is no sign that it will be 
over soon. In fact, we are sad to say that the number of 
refugees is increasing day by day. 

Had it been just because of the fighting between opposing 
forces, these innocent villagers would not have taken the 
trouble to leave hearths and homes and settle in the refugee 
camps. There have been thousands of Karen civilians who find 
it hard to move to the refugee camps and so all through last . 
year they stayed in hiding in the hills and existed on the 
rice which they harvested the previous year and managed to hide. 
Even in hiding some were able to grow rice but the situation 
v/as not so favourable and they harvested only a small amount 
which cannot see them through another year. 

To make matters worse, the present military operations 
carried on "by the Burmese army is targeted mainly on these 
villagers in hiding, rather than on the Karen resistance 
fighters. Burmese troops combed the hills and dales in search 
of them. All the houses and rice stocks that were discovered 
were burnt or destroyed. Some captured villagers were killed 
and women were raped. So, these villagers were at their wit's 
end. In poverty, starvation and fear for their lives and 
safety,, they finally had to turn to the refugee camps for help 
and shelter. If this anti civilian campaign still goes on, 
then, more and more people will be coming to the refugee camps. 

Situation in the Papun side is no better off. The map on 
this month's report shows five new refugee camps that have to 
be opened because of the atrocities identical to those mentioned 
earlier. These villagers are from areas east of Papun. They 
learned in advance of the Burmese military operation which, began 
in February and so were able to shift some of their rice to 
safety. But now most of their food have been used up and they 
are presently in need of food, 814 people have requested for 



help up to November. They are gathered in email groups in 
different places so that each family will have enough space 
to grow rice for their own use. It is anticipated that they 
will be able to stand on their own after harvest time. 

There has been an outbreak of measles and dysentery in 
the refugee camps and until now it has not abated totally as 
yet. 17 people had died in Mae Tha Waw camp, 2 in Show Klo 
and 3 in Wankha because of this malady. Every effort is given 
to have the disease in check. Pneumonia is also reported 
lately in Noe Pa Doh camp. 





Remarks; Gift boxes were distributed to sponsored children 
only. 

Conclusion: , 
We are much indebted to all those concerned who have been 

doing their best to make life much easier for us. The future of 
the Karen refugees is very bleak and uncertain. We really wish 
to see the happy day when the Karen refugees can go back to their 
homeland and live peacefully once more. But when this day will 
arrive cannot be anticipated. Until that happy day we will still 
be counting on our benefactors for further help and support. It 
i3 our earnest wish and prayer that all our benefactors will enjoy 
God's richest blessings for all the noble deeds that they have 
done for us. 

I remain, 

Yours faithfully, 

Pastor Robert Htwe 
Chairman 

Karen Refugee Committee 


