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Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw and Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt fix Hngetmyatnadaw atop
Shwedagon Replica Pagodama

Prime Minister attends ceremony to hoist Shwehtidaw,
Hngetmyatnadaw and Seinbudaw of ZabuOkshaung
Myatphonekhaung Datpaungzone Pagoda

YANGON, 7 March —A
ceremony to hoist
Shwehtidaw, Hngetmyatna-
daw and Seinbudaw of
Zabu Okshaung Myat-
phonekhaung Datpaung-
zone Pagodas was held in
Mingaladon Garden City
this morning, attended by
Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt.

Present were member
Sayadaws led by Secretary
of the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee Abhi-
dhaja Maha Rattha Guru
Abhidhaja Agga Maha Sad-
dhammajotika Magway
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kumara, Abhidhaja Agga
Maha Saddhammajotika
Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Panfadipa and
member Sayadaws of
Yangon Division Sangha
Nayaka Committee.

It was also attended by
wife of Prime Minister Gen-
eral Khin Nyunt Dr Daw
Khin Win Shwe, Chairman
of Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council
Commander of Yangon
Command Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, the ministers, the
Chairman of Yangon City
Development Committee
Yangon mayor, the deputy
ministers, officials of the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Office, heads
of departments, Adviser U

opment Councils, social or-
ganizations, religious asso-
ciations, disciples led by
Agga Maha Thiri
Thudhamma Manijotadhara
title recipient U Khin Shwe,
wellwishers and guests.
Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt and wife Dr
Daw Khin Win Shwe and
party took the Nine Precepts
from Magway Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Kumara. Mem-

bers of the Sangha recited
Metta Sutta and parittas.
Next, Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt and
wife Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe presented Seinbudaw
and Hngetmyatnadaw of the
replica of the Shwedagon
Pagoda and offertories to
the Secretary Sayadaw of
the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee and
Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw.

Afterwards, the disci-
ples led by U Khin Shwe
presented Seinbudaw and
Hngetmyatnadaw to the
members of the Sangha. U
Khin Shwe reported on the
purpose of the building of
the pagodas.

Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Panfiadipa deliv-
ered a sermon, followed by
sharing of merits gained.
(See page 8)
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Four political objectives l
Stability of the State, community peace an
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring State Const
tution

Building of a new modern developed natior
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives
Development of agriculture as the base and al

round development of other sectors of thd

economy as well

Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco
nomic system

Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the countr)
and abroad

The initiative to shape the national econom
must be kept in the hands of the State and t
national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education stand
ards of the entire nation

INSIDE

Per ives
Invaluable force on
which the State can rely
(Page 2)

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt receives Thai
Minister of Sports and
Tourism

Article
Myanmar pearl:
a popular jewel around
the world
(Page 7)

(Page 16)
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and wife Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe convey Seinbudaw round ZabuOkshaung Myatphonekhaung
Datpaungzone Pagoda.mna

Arnt Maung, members of
Division, District and
Township Peace and Devel-

T
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngah.
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Invaluable force on which the
womenfolk can rely

59" Anniversary
Armed Forces Day Objectives

— To strive hand in hand with the people for
successful realization of the State’s seven-poigt
policy programme

— To crush internal and external destructive

Today, 8 March 2004, is the International
Women's Day.

In striving in all sectors for the Union of
Myanmar to be developed, the Government i
making arrangements for the womenfolk to be
able to participate in the nation-building tasks.

Myanmar National Committee for Wom-
en’s Affairs was formed to promote the wom-|
en’s sector, and now, Myanmar Women's Af-

elements hindering the stability and progress o
the State through people’s militia strategy

— To implement border area development task
and the five rural development tasks hand in
hand with the entire people

— To build up a strong and efficient Tatmadaw to
uphold ‘Our Three Main National Causes’

fairs Federation has been formed with the aim
of extending the functions of the women’s seq-
tor. The MWAF has been formed with the
following lofty aims:
- To promote the women'’s sector in building
a peaceful, modern and developed nation
- To protect the rights of women
- To develop the economy, health and educg-
tion of women and to ensure a secure lif¢
for them
- To nurture and train them to promote their
spirit of cherishing and valuing the tradi-
tions and culture
- To systematically carry out the task of pre-|
venting violence against them and rehabili
tation
- To launch the task to eliminate trafficking
in women and children
- To cooperate with international, regional
and local bodies in ensuring the rights o
women in accord with the traditions and
culture and customs of the national races
The State values and honours the spir]
itual ability and fine traditions of the women-
folk who have energetically taken part in the

respective sectors throughout the successiJe
eras of history and thus the MWAF has beer]
founded to organize the women mass to bq-
come a national force, while enabling them tg
take part in the nation-building task in the
respective sectors.

As the Government has been making
systematic efforts for the progress and firm-
ness of the Myanmar women’s sector, th
women'’s spirit to love the nation and the race
patriotism to preserve the race, and the spirit
to serve the well-being of the nation and thq
people have been further vitalized, and thein
participation in various social organizations
promoted.

About 27 million of women make up the
nation’s population of over 52 million, and 15
million of them are young ones or in their
prime age. In addition, the women have bee
serving the national interest as a strong force
throughout the course of history. Thus, efforts
are to be made to further consolidate their
strength.

We firmly believe that the MWAF has
been formed for the women to lead the invalu
able force and to take the task of sharing re
sponsibilities by themselves, till the Federatior]
has become a united organization on whic

the womenfolk can rely.
\ J
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China’s national
revenue hit
record high in

2003

BEeuiNG, 7 March —
China’s national revenue
exceeded two trillion yuan
for the first time to reach
2.1691 trillion yuan in 2003,
said Minister of Finance Jin
Renqging Saturday at the
Second Session of the Tenth
National People’s Congress
(NPC).

The central and lo-
cal budgets were imple-
mented fairly well last year
despite a complex and vola-
tile international situation,
the unexpected outbreak of
the severe acute respiratory
syndrome (SARS) and fre-
quent natural disasters, Jin
told the national legislature.

National revenue,
excluding revenue from
generation of debt, was
278.7 billion yuan or 14.7
per cent more than the pre-
vious year and 105.8 per
cent of the budgeted figure,
the minister said in a report
on the implementation of
the central and local budg-
ets for 2003 and on the draft
central and local budgets for
2004.

National expendi-
tures totalled 2.4607 trillion
yuan, an increase of 255.4
billion yuan or 11.6 per cent
year-on-year and 103.8 per-
cent of the budgeted figure.
Expenditures exceeded rev-
enue by 291.6 billion yuan.

Total revenue in the cen-
tral budget amounted to
1.2465 trillion yuan after
allowing for the additional
82.9 billion yuan used in
export tax rebates, up 109.3
billion yuan or 9.6 per cent
over the previous year and
104.4 per cent of the budg-
eted figure.

Total expenditures in
the central budget came to
1.5663 trillion yuan, includ-
ing 824 billion yuan in tax
rebates and subsidies for
local authorities, 119.5 bil-
lion yuan or 8.3 per cent
more than the previous year
and 103.5 per cent of the
budgeted figure. The defi-
cit in the central budget was
held to 319.8 billion yuan
as approved at the First
Session of the Tenth NPC,
the minister said.

MNA/Xinhua

The 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day commemorative postcard.

Minister says energy investors back to Indonesia

JakArTA, 7 March — After being
considered a pariah nation for years by
power investors, Indonesia has started to
regain investor confidence, largely due to
the successful resolution of disputes with
independent power producers (IPPs), amin-
ister has said.

Minister of Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Purnomo Yusgiantoro said in an
interview with The Jakarta Pogtublished
Saturday that proposals from IPPs to set up
new power projects had been on the in-
crease. The government, which until re-
cently was gripped by worry over a possible
power crisis in the future, has become more
optimistic that such a crisis will not materi-
alize. The investment climate (within the
power sector) has been improving,”
Purnomo said.

Indonesia was embroiled in disputes
with dozens of leading global power inves-
tors for years after the economic crisis,
following the government’s decision to sus-
pend most of the power projects, and state
electricity firm PT PLN’s refusal to honour
the contracts. After years of negotiation,
the government managed last year to settle
disputes with all 27 IPPs, apart from Ameri-
can firm PT Karaha Bodas Company, which
is still pursuing legal redress in the US to
win compensation for its suspended project.

The firm has a geothermal power project in
Garut, West Java.

Of the 26 project owners, 14 agreed
to continue projects and reduce the price of
the electricity they generate, seven agreed to
terminate their projects and five agreed to
transfer their projects to state oil firm PT
Pertamina and PLN. Purnomo is optimistic
the dispute with Karaha Bodas can also be
settled out of court.

Approximately 3,500 megawatts of
additional power supplies will enter the mar-
ket from 2004 to 2006 with the completion of
the Cilegon, Muara Tawar, Cilacap and
Tanjung Jati B power projects.

In June this year, completion of the
re-powering project for the Muara Tawar
power plant in Bekasi, West Java, will bring
an additional 800 megawatt into the Java-
Bali power grid, while the Cilacap and
Cilegon power plants, which are expected to
come onstream next year, will add 600 mega-
watts and 750 megawatts respectively to the
existing supply. Another 1,329 megawatts of
capacity will come onstream in 2006 with
completion of the giant Tanjung Jati B power
plant in Central Java.

“Thus, in the short run, we can cope
with additional power demand,” the minister
said.

MNA/Xinhua

Best stamps contest to begin in China

BEUING, 7March— All-
China Philatelic Federation
announced here Friday to
organize an annual national
contest for the best stamps.

A spokesman from the
federation said the best
stamps would be voted from
all the commemorative and
special stamps issued by the
State Post Bureau in 2003.

People who are inter-
ested in stamp collection
could vote for the best stamps
between April 1 and 15. The
best stamps are to be chosen
by voters while professional
and printing awards will be
decided by an expert team,
the spokesman said.

In order to encourage

public participation, the fed-
eration provides ten lucky
slots for people who vote.
The ten will have free jour-
neys to Singapore in August
when the world philatelic
exhibition is held.

Results of the contest
would be unveiled at an
awarding ceremony this June
in Kunming, capital of south-
west Yunnan Province, said
the spokesman.

MNA/Xinhua

International Women’s Day
8th March 2004
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Kerry accuses Bush of neglecting
safety of US troops in Iraq

WasHINGTON, 7 March—White House hopeful Senator John Kerry accused President George W Bush
neglecting the safety of US soldiers in Iraq) and called for recruiting another 40,000 active duty troops to ease

burden on reservists.

“If T am President, I will
be prepared to use military
force to protect our security,
our people, and our vital
interests. But T will never
send our troops into harms
way without enough
firepower and support,” he
said in the Democrats’
weekly radio address.

Kerry accused Bush of
sending troops to Iraq
without supplying them with
enough body armour,
without enough armour for

their Humvee vehicles, and
withoutappropriate defences
for helicopters to evade
missiles.

“Tens of thousands of
other troops arrived in Iraq
to find that — with danger
around every corner —
there wasn’t enough body
armour to protect them,” he
said.

Families had dipped into
savings to buy body armour,
“which the army should be
providing,” he said.

Kerry called on Bush to
support a law that would
reimburse families who had
bought body armour on their
own.

“Today our security is
being weakened, our military
is being overextended, our
reserves overstrained, and
our allies driven away,” he
said. “That’s why I believe
we need to relieve the
reserves by temporarily
expanding the size of our
active duty forces by 40,000
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troops.”

In response, Bush’s
campaign issued a statement
accusing Kerry of voting
against bills that would have
provided the resources he
calls for in the speech.

“John Kerry says he sup-
ports body armour for the
troops, yet he voted against
sending it to our soldiers.
John Kerry voted against
higher danger pay for our
troops and against health
care for active duty reser-

A US soldier guards handcuffed Iragis on 6 March , 20D4rerNET

vists,” Bush campaign
spokesman Scott Stanzel
said.

Internet

 US soldiers hurt in
raid on truck

BacHDAD, 7 March—US soldiers opened fire on a truck
packed with explosives yesterday, killing the driver, and
three Americans were wounded when the truck crashed on
a bridge. Meanwhile, politicians conferred with Iraq’s top
Shi’ite cleric to resolve a dispute that held up the signing of
the interim constitution.

The apparent vehicle-bomb attack came in Habaniyah,
west of Baghdad. After soldiers fired on the truck, it veered
into a bridge and exploded, wounding the three. Several
unexploded artillery and mortar rounds were recovered.

A suspected bomb was found in a bag on a street next to
Baghdad’s Palestine Hotel, where many foreigners are
based, and US soldiers blocked off the area while a disposal
unit was called in. Four people near to the package had been
detained, said a soldier on a checkpoint at the scene. “It’s a
bag, a dog hit on a bag down here,” the soldier said, adding
that the bag contained explosives. “We are waiting for a
team to come down,” he said. —Internet

Sir Malcolm has also urged that no
government should ever again publish
intelligence material in order to build up a
case for war. He has added his name to the
list of those demanding that the Attorney
General, Lord Goldsmith QC, should publish
the advice he gave atthe time on whether the
war was legal. However, Sir Malcolm added
that he was content for the advice to be
withheld from the public if it could be
revealed to a properly constituted committee

Chinese Premier, Vice-President urge
officials to work for people’s interest

Beuing, 7 March—“As all its power is bestowed by the people, the government h
to be held accountable to them, works for their interest wholeheartedly and accep
their supervision voluntarily,” said Premier Wen Jiabao in a National People Con

gress (NPC) panel discussion Friday afternoon

Meanwhile, Vice-Presi-
dent Zeng Qinghong joined
in another panel discussion
of NPC deputies from east
China’s Jiangxi Province,
during which he spoke highly
of remarkable achievements
made by Jiangxi people in
the past year despite the pro-
longed dry spells that were
most serious in history.

Wenand Zeng made these
remarks during panel discus-
sions of NPC deputies from
northwest China’s Gansu
Province and eastern Jiangxi
Province in the Great Hall of
People in Beijing following
the opening of the plenum of
the Second Session of the 10th
NPCin the Chinese capital in
the morning.

Lu Hao, Li Mei, Sheng
Weide and other deputies
from Gansu province aired
their views onhow toincrease
and improve economic
macrocontrol, strengthen and
enhance agriculture as the
foundation of the national
economy and deepen the re-
form of state-owned enter-
prises.

Wen listened to them at-
tentively, and confer with
them time and again on some
related issues.

Acceptance of the peo-

ple’s supervision, said Wen,
is a basic guarantee for gov-
ernmentdepartments to wield
power for the people, per-
form their administrative du-
ties in strict compliance with
laws and do a good job per-
taining to their government
work.

Only with the supervision
of government departments
by the people, can they be
prevented from being lax in
its duties and its functiona-

ries from misusing their ad-
ministrative power, Wen
said.

Government depart-
ments at various levels must
wield their power and per-
form their duties well within
the scope of their authority
as defined by law and re-
port the performance of
their duties honestly to the
people’s congresses and
their deputies, he said.

MNA/Xinhua

of inquiry.

Sir Malcolm, who lost his Commons seat
in 1997, was adopted last month as
Conservative candidate in the safe seat of
51g(ensington and Chelsea, and is expected to
tsgoin the Tory front bench after the next

election.

His comments, in an article for The
Independenin Sunday, will add to Labour’s
fears that the consensus with the
Conservatives over Iraq is breaking down.
Last week, Michael Howard withdrew his
party’s support for the inquiry headed by
Lord Butler of Brockwell into intelligence
reports of Iraqi weapons, although he
subsequently supported Mr Blair’s call fora
change in international law to permit
intervention against tyrannical regimes.

Today Mr Howard will give a major
speech at the party’s spring conference in
Harrogate, in which he is expected to say
that public services will be the main
battleground of the general election. He is

Rifkind attacks Blair over Irag war

Lonpon, 7 March—Sir Malcolm Rifkind, the last Conservative foreign secretary,
has accused Tony Blair of taking Britain into the Iraq war “on a false prospectus”.

also likely to call for cannabis to return to its
old classification as a Class B drug, with
greater penalties for users.

Sir Malcolm has gone further than other
leading Tories in his criticism of the dossier
published by Mr Blair in September 2002,
six months before the Iraq war, which set out
the evidence that Saddam Hussein had
weapons of mass destruction and warned
that they could be made ready for use at 45
minutes’ notice. Sir Malcolm said that-
accurate or not—it should not have been
published in the first place. He writes: “Twas
in receipt of top-secret documents for five
years both as Minister of Defence and as
Foreign Secretary. Neither Inor any previous
Labour or Tory minister would have dreamt
of publishing material in the name of the
Joint Intelligence Committee. That would
have been to politicise the JIC on an issue
that divided the nation.”

Sir Malcolm calls for a wide-ranging
inquiry modelled on the Franks inquiry,
which looked into the causes of the
Falklands conflict. “What the Government
cannot do is refuse both publication and a
full inquiry.” Sir Nicholas Lyell QC, an
attorney general in John Major’s government,
said there were a number of precedents for
publishing law officers’ opinions: he had
done so on the legality of the Maastricht
Treaty, for instance. “I do think that the
Government is going to find it very hard to
resist the pressure on this,” he said. —Internet

Italian police smash international

drug ring

RomEe, 7 March — An
operation of arrests were
carried out on Friday in Italy
as part of a crackdown on an
international drug smuggling
ring run by the Mafia
“Ndrangheta” in the southern
Italian region of Calabria, the
local media reported Friday.
According to the report, the
operation was ordered by
prosecutors in Reggio
Calabria, a city of southern
Italy, who have issued 47
arrest warrants.

Several clans linked to
“Ndrangheta” have been
accused of smuggling vast
quantities of heroin and
cocaine into Italy and

recycling the profits by
making important property
investments in Belgium and
the Netherlands, the report
said.

In January, Italian Interior
Minister Giuseppe Pisanuhad
sounded the alarm over the
“Ndrangheta”, describingitas
the “biggest and most

powerful criminal
organization” in Italy.
He also said the

“Ndrangheta” was believed
tobe the biggest trafficker in
drugs in Europe and called
on Parliament to step up the
fight against the
organization.

MNA/Xinhua

Foreign tourists take part in tug-of-war competition against an elephant during the
Elephant Festival in Jaipur, capital of India’s desert state of Rajasthan on 6 March ,
2004. —INTERNET
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British troops kill three Iraqis

BaeHpaD, 7 March—aBritish occupation troops have shot dead three Iraqgis in a

gunfight, which also left seven of its own soldiers wounded.

It was not immediately clear though
whether the killed Iraqis were resistance
fighters or innocent bystanders and a British
military spokeswoman said an investigation
has been ordered to ascertain the truth.

The spokeswomansaid the firefight took
placeinthe village of Oal at Sahil in southeast
Iraq after a routine British patrol came under
fire.

“Three Iraqgis were shot dead and an
investigation is now under way,” a
spokeswoman said.

“The soldiers came under fire from heavy
machineguns and a rocket propelled

grenade,” she said.

“None of the injuries are life threatening
but some of them might be returned to the
UK for further treatment,” the spokeswoman
added.

The soldiers were rescued by back-up
forces and admitted to a military hospital
near Basra.

Southern parts oflraq under British
forces have been relatively quiet for the past
few months. In June, six British military
policemen were killed in an attack in Majjar
al-Kabir.

Internet

Y

Iragis are searched in aghdad, Iraq on 6 March, 2004NTERNEt

India, Israel ink
“Phalcon” early

warning radar deal

NEw DELHI, 7 March—In-
dia signed a 1.1-billion-US-
dollar deal with Israel on
Friday to buy three Phalcon
early warning radar systems,
an Indian official said.

“The deal was signed to-
day and we have to make the
firstadvance payment within
45 days,” a Defence Minis-
try spokesman said.

The two countries struck
a preliminary deal in Octo-
ber and made further
progress in January.

The Phalconcan pick up
aircraft, including at low al-
titude, hundreds of kilome-
tres away in any weather,
day or night. It can also in-
tercept and decode radio
transmissions, anticipating in
many cases the weaponry an
enemy might deploy.

The Phalcontechnology
would enable India to pry
deepintotheterritory of arch-
rival Pakistan, which has re-
peatedly expressed concern
at growing India-Israel de-
fence ties.

“The delivery of the first
radar system will take place
in 44 months,” the spokes-
man said.

The deal is similar to one
Israel made a few years ago
with China after which the
United States forced Israel to
cancel the agreement. Wash-
ingtoncited fears Chinacould
use the strategic systems
against US ally Taiwan in
any conflict.

MNA/Xinhua

NZ Govt looks to increase
worker productivity

WELLINGTON , 7 March— The New Zealand Govern-
ment has set up an advisory group to explore ways {

increase workplace productivity, Labour Minister Paul

Swain has announced.

Swain said in a statement
Friday that he wanted to raise
awareness and debate about
the issue. “In essence, labour
productivity means the value
of what employees produce
foreachhourworked,” he said.

“Improving labour pro-
ductivity comes from smarter
ways of working, selling
higher value products, more
investment and technology
per worker, reorganizing
work and firms, and gaining
more skills.”

Swain said improved pro-
ductivity would make New
Zealand more competitive
internationally, thus contrib-
uting to economic growth.

New Zealand’s economic
growth rates have improved

over the past 15 years, but
the growth has been largely
driven by stronger employ-
ment growth rather than im-
proved productivity, he said.

“Current economic con-
ditions, such as skill short-
ages and relatively high la-
bour participationrates, sug-
gest that improvements in
productivity will be the key
to lifting economic growth
even further,” the minister
said.

Chief Executive of the
Department of Labour James
Buwalda will be in charge of
the group which includes
officials from several gov-
ernment departments as well
as private sector representa-
tives. — MNA/Xinhua

Expert says lraq could
rewrite archaeology books

BacHpAD, 7March— Iraq, torn apart by years of war and sanctions, remains so rich
in hidden ancient wonders that a leading expert believes the world’s archaeology
books will have to be rewritten over the next decad

As security improves to allow excavation,
evidence may emerge that advanced
societies existed in the area much earlier
than previously thought, said Dr John
Russell, professor of archaeology at the
Massachusetts College of Art in Boston.

“A decade of research in Iraq could
rewrite the books of archaeology, no
question,” Russell, who is currently serving
as a senior adviser to Iraq’s Ministry of
Culture, told Reuterson Thursday at the
opening of new conservation and restoration
laboratory at Iraq’s National Museum in
Baghdad.

“There is just a phenomenal amount of
history in this country and much of it is yet
tobe discovered. But over time it will be and
we’ll have to totally rethink what we know.”

In 1989 and 1990, Russell led excavations
at the site of Nineveh, the ancient capital of
the Assyrian empire, which lies on the Tigris
river in northern Iraq, near modern-day
Mosul.

In each year, he said, his team made
discoveries that essentially pushed back the
timeline for ancient civilization by a
millennium. “It was just absolutely
incredible, they were unprecedented
discoveries. But Iraq is like that,” he said.

Often referred to as the cradle of
civilization, Iraq’s modern-day boundaries
encompass ancient Mesopotamia, the area
between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers,

Owhich was the foundation for the world’s

earliest societies.

Over the centuries, hugely important
discoveries have been made in the area,
from the Sumerian city of Ur in southern
Iraq with its massive ziggurat, to ancient
Babylon south of Baghdad.

Beyond those widely known sites, there
are scores of other, lesser known settlements

that are steadily being excavated and perhaps
dozens more that have yet to be discovered.

Butthe big hurdleis security. Almostayear
after Saddam Hussein was overthrown, many
areas remain unsafe and armed looters are a
common enemy, particularly at remote sites.

In April last year, looters struck another
terrible blow against Iraq’s ancient heritage,
stealing scores of priceless artifacts from the
National Museum, many of which have yet
to be recovered.

Some 5,000 cylinder seals, small
cylindrical stones carved with decorative
designs and used to identify tablets and
ceramics, were stolen, along with the so-
called Sumerian Mona Lisa, a 5,000-year-
old alabaster sculpture of a woman’s face.

That mask and some 1,000 of the seals
have been recovered, but Russell, who is
helping to oversee the restoration of the
museum, says about 20 “unique, world-class
pieces” are still missing, along with an
estimated 10,000 smaller works.

Some of the pieces were smuggled out of
Iraq, and investigators are working through
the courts to try to recover items taken to
Switzerland, the United States and Britain.

But Russell believes most of the
outstanding artifact’s are still in Iraq, and
says the recovery rate for those stolen, at
around 25 percent, is far better than it might
have been.

He hopes the museum, which has been
extensively renovated, will re-open in the
next couple of months if security permits,
allowing many of Iraq’s greatest treasures to
be on show again.

“This is one of the great museums of the
world,” he said. “In time, we hope to turn it
intoatruly viable academic research institute
that draws art historians and archaeologists
from all over the world.” —Internet

Vietnam, Laos waive visas

Hanoir, 7 March

Vietnamese and Laotian
tourists will enjoy visa-free
travel to each other countries
beginning on July 1, the
Vietnam Newseported on
Saturday.

Vietnam and Laos will
allow people of the two
countries carrying ordinary
passports valid for at least
six months fromdate of entry
to stay for 30 days without a
visaor transit permit. People

Turkey, Syria plan to build dam
across Orantes River

ANKARA, 7 March — Turkey’s Hatay Governor
Abdulkadir Sari said on Friday that Turkey and Syria were
planning to construct a dam across the Orantes River to
prevent floods, the Anatolianews agency reported.

The dam would be set up in an area of 32,000 hectares,
Sari said, adding that 22,000 hectares of it would be within
Turkey’s border. He noted that the construction of the dam
would end the floods which took place almost every year in
Reyhanli Town of Turkey, adding that electric energy
would also be provided from the project.

Experts from both countries were preparing a report on
the project, which would be completed at the end of April,
Sari said. The Turkish official said that efforts were
launched to further improve Turkey’s relations with Syria,
adding that a border trade centre would be set up near the
Cilvegozu border gate in Reyhanli. — MNA/Xinhua

who want to stay more than
30 days will require a visa.
Vietnamese Foreign
Minister Nguyen Dy Nienand
his Laotian counterpart
Somsavat Lengsavad signed
an agreement on Friday in
HaLong Bay on the final day
of the Association of the
South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Ministerial
Meeting (AMM) Retreat
lifting visa requirements for
people holding ordinary
passports. Vietnam and Laos
agreed to lift visa
requirements for business
travellers earlier.
MNA/Xinhua

US astronaut Michael
Fincke and Russian
cosmonaut Gennady

Padalka (L) hang in space
suits above a water pool
after a training session in
Star City outside Moscow,
on 4 March, 2004. Padalka,
Dutch ESA astronaut Andre
Kuipers and Fincke are to
blast off to the International
Space Station from
Baikonur cosmodrome on

19 April. —INTERNET
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L An Iraqi man walks past a US tank during a demonstration in Baghdad, J

A US soldier rushes to his post to carry out security duty in Baghdad,
Iraq on Saturday 6 March, 2004.

INTERNET

on 6 March, 2004. —INTERNET

T

A US soldier sits on top of a M1 battle tank in front of Iraqi Health Ministry during a
demonstration in Baghdad on 6 March, 2004. —INTERNET

Iraqi youths weep during a memorial service on 6 March , 2004 to honour

their friends who were killed in Tuesday’s suicide attacks in the Iraqi

capital Baghdad and Karbala. —INTERNET

US troops put plastic cuffs to an Iraqi health worker when the Iragi A British trooper frisks an Iraqi commuter as British soldiers stepped up their security
workers tried to enter the Health Ministry office in Baghdad, in Basra, approximately 342 miles south of Baghdad, Iraq on Saturday 6 March, 2004.

Four British troopers were injured during a clash with militants overnight in Amara,

Iraq on Saturday 6 March, 2004. —INTERNET
north of Basra. —INTERNET
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US cancels big Irag Army contract

WasHINGTON,, 7 March— The US Army cancelled a 327-million-US- dollar contrac
to equip the Iragi Army on Friday, citing technical problems with the bidding process,
and denied cronyism played a role in awarding the original deal.

An Army official told re-
porters the original contract
to Virginia-based company
Nour USA, whose chairman
isaclose friend of Iraqi Gov-
erning Council member
Ahmed Chalabi, had been
withdrawn and new propo-
sals for the work would be
sought.

The official said areview
of the contract found a huge

spread in competing bids, an
indication competing suppli-
ers had not understood the
contract requirements in a
uniform way.

“When we looked at the
statement of work we saw
that there were some ambi-
guities in there,” said the of-
ficial who spoke on condi-
tion he was not further iden-
tified.

The contractcovers items

from military vehicles and
assault rifles to basic equip-
ment such as backpacks.
The cancellation is a
blow to the US military,
which is racing to equip the
Iraqi Army ahead of the
scheduled handover from
US forces to the Iraqgis on
June 30.
MNA/Reuters

US soldiers patrol the road leading to Baghdad international airport on 5 March, 2

INTERNET

Explosions echo across Baghdad

BacHpAD, 7 March — Several explosions echoed across Baghdad on Friday, hours

before the Iraqi Governing Council was due to sign a transitional Constitution.

Aloudblastreverberated
through the city centre at
around 11.30 am (0830
GMT), rattling windows
across theriver from the main
US headquarters. There were
no further details.

Earlier, a US military
spokesman said there had
been six or seven blasts at
Baghdad International Air-
port southwest of the city,
where there is a major US
base, between 10:15 and

10:30 am There were no
reports of damage or
injuries.

US bases across the coun-
try regularly come under fire
from mortars and grenades.

Police in the Ameriyah
District in the west of the
capital said a roadside bomb
had detonated ataround 9.30
am (0630 GMT), leaving a
crater in the street but caus-
ing no casualties.

The Council had delayed

the signing for two days out
of respect for at least 181
people killed in a series of
attacks on Tuesday.

Three people were killed
in the capital on Thursday in
a rocket attack. There are
frequentexplosions in Bagh-
dad, some caused by road-
side bombs planted by gue-
rillas, others controlled by
US troops destroying ord-
nance.

MNA/Reuter.

S

NZ mountaineers to mark 50th anniversary of K2 climb

‘WELLINGTON, 7 March —
Four New Zealand mountain-
eers from the South Island
will leave for Pakistan later
this month for K2, the world’s
second highest peak, to hon-
our the 50th anniversary of
the first ascent of K2 by Ital-

land Press Associatiore-
ported here Friday.
Christchurch climbers
Geoff Gabites and Colin
Monteath will be accompa-
nied by Mark Gabites and Jef
Desbecker, both professional
back-country skiers from

ian mountaineers, New Zea-| Queenstown.

Timber companies urged
to protect China’s forests

Beuing , 7 March— Timber dealers and wooden floor-
ing manufacturers must contribute to forest protection
in order to preserve the natural environment and their
own livelihoods, said analysts here Friday.

Yang Meixin, deputy di-
rector with the China Tim-
ber Distribution Association,
said excessive felling was
definitely short-sighted and
would bring disaster to the
environment and the timber
industry.

On Friday, about 30 wood
flooring manufacturers
signed an agreement to do-
nate three million yuan
(360,000 US dollars) to the
China Green Foundation for
tree planting projects over
five years. “It’s a good ini-
tiative, and we expect more
to join us,” Yang said.

Zhu Lieke, acting direc-
tor with the Sate Forestry
Administration, said that pro-
tection and exploitation were
not contradictory.

The priority was to pro-
tect natural forests and sus-
tain forests in areas under
state protection. Felling of
natural forests is prohibited
in China.

Meanwhile, the adminis-
tration supported deve-

lopment of the timber indus-
try and the State Council had
approved a general plan of
fast-growing trees to meet
the rising demand for tim-
ber, he said.

In 2003, China reported
630,000 hectares of fast-
growing plantations in 18
provinces and a total of 333
new nurseries covering 4,663
hectares.

The state administration
would provide more favour-
able tax and financing poli-
cies for their development,
Zhu said.

The value of China’s
wood flooring market, which
exceeded 20 billion yuan
(2.4 billion US dollars) in
2003, was growing very fast
partly because of the thriv-
ing real-estate and home
decoration sectors, so it was
important to ensure a bal-
anced development for the
sake of consumers, compa-
nies and the environment,
said Yang.

MNA/Xinhua

They plan to ski up the
80km-long Baltoro glacier to
the flanks of K2, 8,611m.

The expedition will start
and finish from the township
of Skardu, completing a 300
kilometres round trip after
crossing the 5,200 metres
Gondogorra Pass above

Hushe Valley.
It will be late winter-
early spring in the

Karakoram mountains so the
expedition, which leaves
New Zealand on March 23,
isexpecting cold conditions
and deep snow on the gla-
ciers. This means hauling
food and fuel supplies on
plastic sledges.
MNA/Xinhua

Kerry blasts Bush's eco stewardship

HousTon, 7 March — Democratic White House candidate John Kerry blasted

President George W Bush'’s economic stewardship on Saturday and declared in the
Texan’s own backyard, “Houston, we've got a problem.”

During a Southern swing
through four states — Texas,
Mississippi, Florida and
Louisiana — that hold pri-

ORAry contests next week,
Kerry said Bush had pro-
duced a “barrel of broken
promises” on jobs, health
care and the federal budget.

Atarally in San Antonio,
he accused the president of
telling “tall Texas tales”.

“He’s trying to suggest
— he says to Americans,
‘you elect John Kerry, he’s
going to raise your taxes,””
the Massachusetts senator
said.

“That’s the old scare tac-
tic. I hope this early in the
campaign he’s not running
so scared he’s already got to
run from the truth.”

Kerry was on his first trip
since he won nine out of a

Carolina Senator John
Edwards, from the race.

In San Antonio, and ear-
lier in Houston, he took se-
veral Texas-related swipes
at Bush, who was born in
Connecticut, but moved to
the state when he was a tod-
dler.

“If George Bush can
move in, so can you,” he told
one newcomer.

When another lamented
the fact that the president
would return to Texas to live
if he lost to Kerry on No-
vember 2, the senator shot
back: “Well every state has
its burden.”

“Didn’t he (Bush) prom-
ise 4 million jobs would be
created with those tax cuts?”
a raspy-voiced Kerry asked
during a town hall meeting
at Houston Community Col-

lege.

“We lost 3 million... 2.8
million Americans have lost
their health care, he prom-
ised he was going to reduce
the debt of our country by
one trillion US dollars and
he’s added one trillion US
dollars to the debt of our
country,” Kerry said.

“As the phrase goes,
‘Houston, we’ve got a prob-
lem.”” He was referring to
the now-legendary report of
trouble aboard the US Apollo
13 lunar mission in 1970.

Kerry has promised to
roll back Bush’s tax cuts for
Americans earning more
than 200,000 US dollars a
year, but supports targeted
middle-class tax cuts for col-
lege, child care and health
care.

MNA/Reuters

possible 10 states on Super
Tuesday and drove his only
major competitor, North

Alleged bribes could derall
Lockheed-Titan deal

San Francisco, 7 March — Top US defence contrac

tor Lockheed Martin Corp

and Titan Corp on Friday

said they had learned of allegations of bribes by Tita

consultants, which could
merger.

jeopardize their proposed

In nearly identical statements, the two companies said
the US Justice Department had launched a criminal probe of
the alleged payments to foreign officials, possibly opening
a door for either side to cancel Lockheed’s 1.8 billion US
dollars buyout of Titan, which makes military communica-

tions gear.

A joint review by Lockheed Martin and Titan, as well as

a Securities and Exchange C

ommission investigation and

the Justice Department’s inquiry might not be completed by
a Titan stockholders meeting to consider the buyout deal on
March 16, the companies said.

“If the merger is not completed by March 31, 2004,
either Lockheed Martin or Titan may terminate the agree-

ment,” the companies said.

Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed Martin announced
plans to buy San Diego-based Titan last September for 22
US dollarper share. Titan shares closed at 20.93 US dollar

on Friday. —MNA/Reuters

Philippine former Miss Philippines Carla Gay Baling

|

(R) transfers her crown to a new Miss Philippines,

Maricar Balagtas, during the Miss Philippines beauty

it

pageant in Manila on 6 March , 2004. Balagtas will
represent the Philippines in the Miss Universe pageant
which will be held in EcuadorINTERNET



Nursery Market
Festival continues

YANGON, 7 March —
The Nursery Market Festi-
val continued at Myay
Padetha Park in Bahan
Township here today with
the aim of providing neces-
sary assistace to growers
and attracting the public to
be interested in agriculture,
horticulture, livestock
breeding and vegetable
farming. Kitchen crops,
fruits and herbal plants are
being shown. Poultry farm-
ing and fish breeding are
also exhibited there. MNA
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Myanmar pearl: a popular jewel around the world

light

enterprises

* Use the least possible amount of electrigy
ity required in production and service

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

Efficient use of electricity
* Use daylight as the main source of lig

* Use the least possible amount of electrig
ity only if there is not enough natural

station can supply.

There are about 500,000 households u
ing electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving
four-foot fluorescentlamp everyday by eac
household amounts to saving power that i
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe

Myanmar Tasaki
Company Ltd (MTC), a
branch of Tasaki Shinju Co
Ltd of Japan, displayed
117,124 pieces of standard
quality pearl in Thiri Yadana
Hall at the Ministry of
Mines in Yangon on 23
February. Myanmar Tasaki
is a foreign company run-
ning a joint-venture business
together with Myanmar
Pearl Enterprise (MPE) of
the ministry. Minister for
Mines Brig-Gen Ohn Myint,
Deputy Minister U Myint
Thein, Managing Director of
MPE U Maung Toe and of-
ficials visited the pearl ex-
hibition.

Production of more
quality pearls in cooperation
with joint-ventures in the
coming years and their pen-
etration in the global mar-
ket are required, said Min-
ister Brig-Gen Ohn Myint in
his instructions given to of-
ficials at the exhibition.

The 117,124 pearls
weighing 52,965.5 mommes
worth six million euro. At
the exhibition, Myanmar
Tasaki officials announced
that the company would in-
crease production of natural
pearls and quality cultured
pearls, while trying to main-
tain the status of the
Myanmar pearls at the
global markets. The MPE is
producing and selling natu-
ral and cultured pearls of its

Minister for Mines

own and also running joint-
venture operations with lo-
cal and foreign enterprises.
The MTC netted the highest
number of pearls during the
current fiscal year in its his-
tory. The company will sell
its pearls at the 41st Myanma
Gems Emporium to be held
from 13 to 21 March, and is
expecting to earn a large
amount of foreign currency.

There are four kinds
of pearl in the world. They
are — Japanese pearl, South
Sea pearl, black pearl and
sea pearl. The type of
Myanmar pearl is of same
with the South Sea pearl.
Australia, Indonesia and the
Philippines are also produc-
ing South Sea pearls, famous
for their brightness and com-
pactness. Their colours vary

Myint Lwin ——

Brig-Gen Ohn Myint inspects Myanmar pearls. —

Photo: Tha Nyan (MNA)

from pink, gold to silver. The
pearls with golden hue are
produced only in Myanmar,
Indonesia and the Philip-
pines. They are formed in-
side the oysters of larger
species. These large oysters
are found in the coastal seas
in the south of Myanmar
starting from Maungmakan
islands in the north to
Zadetgyi Island in the south.
Myanmar started the
South Sea pearl production
business in cooperation with
Japan in 1954. In 1957, it
started to produce South Sea
pearls. Because of their qual-
ity, Myanmar pearls were
famous in the world once.
As foreign mer-

chants came to buy the
Myanmar pearl at the
Myanma Gems Emporium

Myanmar pearls to be on display at the 41st Myanma Gems Emproium.
Photo: Tha Nyan (MNA)

held in 1964, once again,
Myanmar pearls have be-
come popular in the world.

In the past, the whole
pearl industry was totally
under the State’s control.
Starting from 1993 the Gov-
ernment has permitted two
local joint-venture firms and
three foreign joint-venture
companies to take part in the
industry. Of the foreign
joint-ventures, MTC is the
most successful firm, pro-
ducing 117,124 pearls val-
ued at over six million euro.

At the State-owned
pearl production centre at
Pearl Island, over 100,000
oysters will be grown artifi-
cially beginning coming year
as a means to boost pearl
production. They will yield
about 70,000 pearls within a
two-year period. Plans are
under way to artificially raise
50,000 oysters annually at
another State-owned centre
at Mali Island.

Under the agreement
reached with the three for-
eign companies, each of the
company will raise 200,000
oysters annually, and the
total production of the three
will reach 400,000 and
500,000 pearls every year.

The following table
shows the year-wise pearl
production of the MPE and
local and foreign companies
in Myanmar:

According to the ta-
ble, the nation’s annual pearl

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car pe
month will save the nation one US dolla

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmal
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

All this needs to be known

intimidated

* Do not be frightened whenever

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered
* Do not be softened whenever appeasi|d

Significant Myanmal

;'pearl. — Photo: Tha Nyan

(MNA)

production has exceeded
100,000 since fiscal 2002-
2003. As the MPE and the
local and foreign companies
are successfully conducting
pearl culture, it is sure that
the nation will be producing
a greater number of stand-
ard quality pearls in the com-
ing years, and will be earn-
ing more foreign currency.

Myanmar pearls are

is the one among the nine
precious jewels. Myanmars
believe that wearing pearl
brings glory, health, youth-
fulness, longevity, prosper-
ity and happiness.

Thus, efforts are re-
quired for the Myanmar
pearls to find ready markets
abroad, to produce more
standard quality pearls, to
make Myanmar pearls popu-

Year Pearls Weight (momme
2001-02 60288 22695
2002-03 127852 39318
2003-04 179295 72309
2004-05 237100 103830
(estimated)
2005-06 323481 132612
(estimated)
2006-07 432000 188160
(estimated)

being displayed and sold
with the aim of enabling
them to regain their place in
the world market as a popu-
lar jewel. In Myanmar, pearl

lar in the world, and to earn
more foreign exchange.
(Translation: TMT)
Myanma Alin Kyemon:
7-3-2004
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Replica Pagoda.—~iNa

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt fixes Seinbudaw atop Bagan Dhammaraz

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and wife Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe offer
Hngetmyatnadaw to Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadawna’

Prime Minister

attends ceremony

to hoist...

(from page 1)

Next, Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt and
wife Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe conveyed the
Seinbudaw and Hnget-
myatnadaw of the
Shwedagon replica Pagoda
and the commander, the
ministers, the Yangon
mayor, the deputy ministers
and disciples the
Seinbudaws, Hnget-
myatnadaw and Shwe-
htidaw of Datpaungzone
Pagodas.

At the auspicious time,
Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw
and the Prime Minister
hoisted Hngetmyatnadaw
and Seinbudaw atop the pa-
goda and sprinkled scented
water on them.

Kyaikhtihsaung Saya-
daw and the Prime Minis-
ter hoisted Hngetmyat-
nadaws and Seinbudaws of
Mandalay Maha Muni Bud-
dha Image and Kaylatha
Hsandawshin replica Pa-
goda atop the pagoda and
sprinkled scented water on
them.

Next, Kyaikhtihsaung
Sayadaw and the Prime
Minister hoisted tiers of
Shwehtidaw, Hnget-
myatnadaws and Sein-
budaws of Bagan Dhamma-
yazaka replica pagoda and
Kyaikhtiyoe Hsandawshin
replica pagoda atop the pa-
goda and sprinkled scented
water on them.

Kyaikhtihsaung Saya-
daw and the Prime Minis-

L3

F A i
ka Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt hoists Seinbudaw atop Maha Muni Replica

Pagoda.—ina

Replica Pagoda.—~iNa

Prime Minister General Khin I\Tyunt fixes Seinbudaw atop Kelasa Hsindawshin

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt unveils bronze plaque of ZabuOkshaung Myatphonekung Datpaungzone Ragoda.—

ter  hoisted Hnget-
myatnadaw and Seinbudaw
of Kyaikhtihsaung Hsan-
dawshin replica pagoda and
sprinkled scented water on
them.

At the auspicious time,
the Prime Minister hoisted
a religious flag on the
Dagundaing and performed
rituals of golden and silver
showers to mark the suc-
cess of the ceremony.

Next, Kyaikhtihsaung
Sayadaw and Prime Minis-
ter General Khin Nyunt
cleansed the replica image
of Mandalay Maha Muni in
the reliquary and offered
flowers and Shwethingan
to the pagoda.

The Prime Minister
cleansed the replica images
of Shinupagutta and
Shinsivali.

Next, the prime minis-
ter cleansed the seven rep-

licas. Afterwards, he en-
shrined the pagoda, and
fixed the Hngetmyatnadaw
and Seinbudaw and sprin-
kled scented water on it.

The Prime Minister and
party also offered soon(day
meal) to Kyaikhtisaung
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Panfiadipa.

Next, they offered lights
to replicas and went round
the Shwedagon replica
clockwise.

The Sayadaw and the
Prime Minister unveiled the
bronze plaque and sprinkled
scented water on it.

Afterwards, the Prime
Minister planted the
Bandara mango tree in the
compound and performed
the rituals of silver and
golden showers to mark the
successful completion of the
ceremony.

MNA

Yangon North District women’s team wins
championship trophy in soccer

YANGON, 7 March— The
prize presentation ceremony
of the Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Chairman’s Trophy
Women’s Football Tourna-
ment was held at the sports
ground of MyanmaRailways
in Insein Township this af-
ternoon, attended by Chair-
man of Yangon Division

Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe and wife Patron
of Yangon Division Organi-
zation for Women’s Affairs
Daw Khin Thet Htay.

In the final match,
Yangon North District wom-
en’steam beat Yangon West
District women’s team 2-1.

After the final match,
officials presented cash
prizes to the winning teams.
Wife of the commander Daw
Khin Thet Htay presented K
200,000 to Yangon North
District women’s team.

Later, the commander
presented championship tro-
phy to Yangon North Dis-
trict women’s team. — MNA

Htidaw hoisted atop Zeyatheikdi TadaU

YANGON, 7 March—
Minister for Construction
Maj-Gen Saw Tun today
attended the ceremony to
hoist Htidaw atop
Zeyatheikdi TadaU Pa-
godanear Myitnge Bridge
construction project in
Mandalay and hoisted the
tiers of Htidaw of the pa-

goda.

First, the congregation
received the Nine Precepts
from Sayadaw of
Hsinphyumae Monastery
Bhaddanta U Uttara, and
the members of the Sangha
recited the Parittas.

Next, officials of the
ministry donated Seinphu-

Pagoda in Myitnge
daw, Hngetmyatnadaw
and offertories to the
members of the Sangha.
To mark the success-
ful completion of the cer-
emony, the minister and
wellwishers performed the
rituals of golden and sil-
ver showers.
MNA
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[ i L B iy a /
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt offers gold foils to the Replica of Mandalay Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party offer “soon” to Kyaikhtihsaung

Maha Muni Buddha Image. -~a

o A
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt sprinkles scented water on Sattahtana Buddha Images at the Mingb

Garden City on Sunday. ~a

Sayadaw Bhaddanta Panadipa. mya

L

Thai delegation tours Yangon, Mandalay, Bagan-NyaungU

YANGON, 7 March—
A visiting Thai delegation
led by Minister of Sports
and Tourism Mr Sontaya
Kunplome together with
Deputy Minister for Hotels
and Tourism Brig-Gen Aye
Myint Kyu, the Thai
ambassador to Myanmar
and officials viewed
exhibits on display at the
National Museum on Pyay
Road here on 5 March.

Next, the visiting
delegation proceeded to
Lawka Chantha Abhaya

Labha Muni Image on
Mindhamma Hill in Insein
Township where they paid
homage to the image and
made cash donations.
A2ccompanied by
Deputy Minister Brig-Gen
Aye Myint Kyu and
officials, the visiting
delegation on 6 March
arrived in Mandalay where
they viewed Myanan
Sankyaw Golden Palace,
Shwe Kyaungdawgyi, U
Sein Myint embroidery and
Lunyakyaw lac industry.

Next, the visiting
delegation paid homage to

Shwesikhon Pagoda,
Lawkananda Pagoda,
Ananda Pagoda and

Dhammarazaka Pagoda in
Bagan-NyaungU. They also
observed the production
process of lacquerware
there.

This morning, the
visiting delegation together
with Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Aye Myint Kyu and
officials visited Shwedagon
Pagoda where the Thai

minister signed in the
visitors” book and made
cash donation for the
pagoda.

The visiting Thai
delegation and Myanmar
hoteliers and tour operators
led by Deputy Minister
Brig-Gen Aye Myint Kyu
discussed matters related to
tourism development
between the two countries
at Kandawgyi Palace on
Kanyeiktha Road this
morning.

MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt plants a sapling of
Bandara mango in the premises of Zabu Okshaung
Myatphonekhaung Datpaungzone Pagodasyina
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Say No To Drugs
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Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein hears reports on construction of Bago-Nyaunglaybin road section of Yangon-Mandalay Union Highway by officials of Shwe Than Lwin Highway

Secretary-2 inspects upgrading..

(from page 16)
companies and construction of under 50-foot long bridges.

Chairman of Bago Division Peace and Development
Council Commander Maj-Gen Ko Ko gave a supplemen-
tary report.

After that, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein gave in-
structions on completion of the work sooner, meeting the
set standard, stockpiling of machinery, proper flow of
drains either sides of the road and making strenuous ef-
forts in the open season.

Next, the Secretary-2 and party proceeded to the brief-
ing hall of Yangon-Nyaunglaybin railroad section upgrad-
ing project being undertaken by Myanma Railways of the
Ministry of Rail Transportation in the compound of
Phayagyi Railways Station in Bago Township.

The Secretary-2 and party were welcomed by Deputy
Minister for Rail Transportation U Pe Than and officials.
At the briefing hall, Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-
Gen Aung Min reported on progress of Yangon-Manda-
lay railroad upgrading project, upgrading of 92.75 miles
long Yangon-Nyaunglaybin railroad section as the first
phase, purchase of heavy machinery, construction of the
Concrete Sleeper Factory (Pyundaza), substitution of con-
crete sleepers along Yangon-Nyaunglaybin railroad sec-
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tion, welding of rail tracks and requirement of another
circular railroad for extended plying of more trains in
suburban sections.

General Manager (Civil) U Thi Han reported on up-
grading of 57-mile long Yangon-Phayagyi railroad sec-
tion being carried out by Myanma Railways Divisions 6
and 7 and 132-mile long Mandalay-Tatkon railroad sec-
tion by Divisions 3, 4 and 5 for the first phase of Yangon-
Mandalay Railroad Upgrading Project and 196-mile long
Phayagyi-Tatkon section upgrading project for the sec-
ond phase to be carried out in coming financial year.

Director-General of Transport Planning Department
U Kyaw Hsan reported on arrangements being made for
extended plying of trains in suburban railroad sections of
the city for ensuring smooth transport of daily passen-
gers, comparison of Yangon City population with the
passengers of trains, income of circular trains and plan
under way for extended plying of trains.

The minister then gave a supplementary report.

Next, the Secretary-2 delivered a speech, saying that
the Government manages for ensuring smooth and secure
transport. Motor roads and railroads are being upgraded
to enable the passengers to save transport charges as well
as to improve transport in a short time. Better transport
can contribute to development of not only education and

health sectors of the people but also the national unity. It
will also contribute to ensuring correct flow of commod-
ity and it will reflect sufficiency of basic needs of the
people. Therefore, concerted efforts are to be made with
goodwill for timely completion of upgrading the motor
roads and railroads.

In building the suburban circular railroad of Yangon
City, priority tasks are to be implemented step by step.
And, arrangements are to be made for plying of trains on
right time, power supply, security and sanitation of toi-
lets.

Then, the Secretary-2 and party inspected grinding of
stones at the compound of rail track welding workshop of
Yangon-Nyaunglaybin Railroad Section Upgrading Project.

Afterwards, they inspected upgrading tasks along
Phayagyi Station to Shwehlay Station by railway trolley
with the use of the Automatic Levelling, Lining and Tamp-
ing Machine.

The Secretary-2 and party then saw over substitution
of sleepers and welding of rail tracks and gave necessary
instructions.

Next, they inspected completion of upgrading tasks
from Shwehlay Station to Bago Station and left Bago for
Yangon in the afternoon.

MNA

Work Committee for development of environs of Kandawgyi Garden and

YANGON, 7 March —
Work Committee for devel-
opment of environs of
Yangon City Kandawgyi
Garden and upgrading
Yangon Zoological Gardens
held its coordination meet-
ing at briefing hall for con-
struction of water plaza in
central forest zone in
Kandawgyi this afternoon.

Chairman of Yangon Di-
vision Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe said signifi-
cant progress has been made
in implementation of the
tasks for development of

upgrading Yangon Zoological Gardens meets

—u
Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe addresses coordination meeting on all-round upgrading of environs of Yangon Kandawgyi Gardens and

Zoological Gardens (Yangon).¥ANGON COMMAND

Yangon City Kandawgyi

Garden and upgrading
Yangon Zoological Gardens.

He said departments con-
cerned are carrying out the
tasks  for upgrading
Kandawgyi Garden in four
zones. He called for making
efforts in harmony.

Heads of departments re-
ported on progress of work
in the respective zones and
arrangements for mainte-

nance.
The commander then ful-
filled the requirements.
Next, the commander in-
spected construction of con-
ference hall in relaxation
zone and timber walkway
and gave instructions on
early completion of the
projects in accord with the
standard set.
MNA
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Stake driven for building Youth Nurturing Unit in Muse

YANGON, 7 March— A
ceremony to drive stake for
the building of Youth Nur-
turing Unit, to be built by
Central Committee for Drug
Abuse Control, was held in
Tima Village, Namh-un Vil-
lage-tract, Muse Township,
Shan State (North) on 4
March morning.

Present on the occasion
were Deputy Commander of
North-East Command Brig-
Gen Hla Myint, CCDAC
member Deputy Director-
General Police Brig-Gen
Zaw Win of Myanmar Po-
lice Force, Director of
CCDAC Office Police Col

Sit Aye, Shan State (North)
Additional Police Com-
mander Police Col Win
Naing, local authorities and
people, totalling about 1,000.

At the ceremony, Po-
lice Brig-Gen Zaw Win
gave a speech, saying that
there are a sizeable number
of drug addicts in Shan State
(North) area according to
the current data. Thisis why
drug addict treatment hos-
pitals and clinics are re-
quired in the region. In
meeting with high-ranking
officials of the State , local
national race leaders re-
ported to open the drug ad-

dict treatment camps in the
region. So, the CCDAC
Special Meting No 2/2003
led by Prime Minister Gen-
eral Khin Nyunt held on 7
September 2003 decided to
open a drug addict treat-
ment and rehabilitation unit
in the suitable region of
Shan State (North) area. In
accord with the decision of
the meeting, the place near
Tima Village, Namh-un
Village-tract, Muse Town-
ship, was chosen for open-
ing the Youth Nurturing
Unit.

Next, Additional Head of
Shan State (North) Health

Department Dr Nyo Win
Myintexplained functions of
the Health Department to
participate in carrying out
drug addicts treatment and
rehabilitation tasks.

Then, Deputy Com-
mander Brig-Gen HlaMyint,
Deputy Director-General of
MPF Police Brig-Gen Zaw
Win, Director Police Col Sit
Aye of CCDAC Office, Po-
lice Col Win Naing and
Chairman of Muse District
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Soe Win and
officials drove stakes for the
building.

MNA



Wellwishers
invited for

sinking tube-wells

YANGON, 7 March—
The Development Affairs
Committees under the Min-
istry for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races
and Development Affairs
are making concerted ef-
forts in sinking tube-wells
in order to get sufficient
fresh water in rural areas in o
states and divisions where
water is scarce.

One 200 feet deep
two-inch diameter tube-well
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The 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day commemorative postcard.

costs K 250,000; one 400
feet deep two-inch diametre
tube-well costs K 500,000;
and one 200 feet deep four-
inch diametre tube-well
costs K 500,000.

Those wishing to
donate cash for the tube-
well sinking projects for
rural areas may contact
the Director-General, the
Deputy Director-General,
the Director (Engineering),
the Director (Sagaing Divi-
sion Development Affairs
Committee), the Director
(Magway Division Devel-
opment Affairs Committee)
and the Director (Mandalay
Division Development Af-
fairs Committee). — MNA

BEeuiNG, 7 March —
President Hu Jintao said
Saturday that the central
government will continue to
implement the basic policy
of “One Country, Two Sys-
tems”, pledging full support
for the governments of
Hong Kong and Macao spe-
cial administrative regions
(SAR) to maintain long-
term prosperity and stabil-
ity in the two regions.

President Hu made
the remarks while meeting
with Tung Chee Hwa, chief
executive of the Hong Kong
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SAR, and Edmund Ho Hau
Wah, chief executive of the
Macao SAR, on two sepa-
rate occasions Saturday
evening in Beijing.

The two chief execu-
tives are attending the on-
going session of National
People’s Congress (NPC) as
non-voting delegates.

During his meeting
with Tung Chee Hwa, Hu
acknowledged that the
economy of Hong Kong has
shown the momentum of re-
covery with increased con-
fidence of local residents,
which is the result of com-
mon efforts of all walks of
life in Hong Kong under the
support of the central gov-
ernment.

The President
pledged the central govern-
ment would continue sup-
port the Hong Kong SAR
Government’s work in line
with the Basic Law, and
help Hong Kong to recover
its economy. He called on
personages from all walks
of life in Hong Kong to con-
centrate their efforts through
uniting as one in their ef-
forts to overcome difficulty
and constantly strive for a

Chinese President reaffirms support for HK,
Macao governments

better future of Hong Kong.

Hu spoke highly of
the positive discussion on
the principle of “One Coun-
try, Two Systems” in Hong
Kong, and said that it is
necessary to review Deng
Xiaoping’s theory on “One
Country, Two Systems”,
which is still playing a sig-
nificant role in guiding the
practice.

During his meeting
with Edmund Ho Hau Wah,
the President praised the
government for its efforts
and progresses in maintain-
ing the good situation in
Macao.

Hu hoped that the
Macao SAR Government
and all walks of life in
Macao would continue im-
plement the “One Country,
Two Systems” principle and
the Basic Law, and press
ahead with the momentum
of economic development
and stable society, and ex-
plore and accumulate new
experiences on successful
practice of “One Country,
Two Systems” policy. Vice-
President Zeng Qinghong
was present at the two meet-
ings. — MNA/Xinhua
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Ugandan army rescues 148
abducted people in two weeks

KampaLa, 7 March — The Uganda People’s De-
fence Forces (UPDF) has rescued 148 abducted people in
the last two weeks in the three northern districts of Lira,

Pader and Kitgum.

UPDF 5th Division spokesman Chris Magezi was
quoted Saturday by local media as saying that “the ma-
jority of them are girls who were wives of senior com-
manders of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in

the bush in the Sudan.”

Magezi, who handed over the former abducted
children to a rehabilitation centre in Lira, said among
those rescued were 70 girls who are now child mothers,
aged between 14 and 19 years, but with a few as young
as seven years old. There were 60 children born in the
abducted period, among them 37 girls and 23 boys.

The spokesman said nine children had come back
without their mothers who were killed in the bush.

Some of the former abducted children were taken
to Kampala on Wednesday to meet President Yoweri

Museveni.

“We are hunting for the remaining LRA rebel com-
manders responsible for these abductions,” the spokes-
man said. “We must track down and punish these terror-
ists for harming our children.”

The LRA rebels, based in the southern part of
Sudan, have abducted over 20,000 children and displaced
over one million people in northern Uganda in their 18-

year rebellion.

MNA/Xinhua

Sri Lankan PM calls for strong

mandate to boost economy

CoLomBo, 7 March — Sri Lankan Prime Minister

Ranil Wickremesinghe has called on the people in the
country to extend a strong mandate to his United National
Front (UNF) in the forthcoming general election to boost
the country’s war-affected economy, the official Daily
Newssaid on Saturday.

“We have to establish an economy which could

create employment and increase the income level of the
people. The UNF has comprehensive plans to improve
the economy and we have already identified relevant sec-
tors that need to be upgraded,” Wickremesinghe said while
addressing several election rallies in the country on Fri-
day.

He said that his government has already prepared

plans to strengthen the economy in the south of the coun-
try. “We have focused our attention to further improve
the tourism sector, specially in the southern area and al-
ready several projects have been earmarked for imple-
mentation,” he added. He noted that with those plans the
tourism sector in the south will be upgraded to a greater
extent creating thousands of employment.

The Sri Lankans are set to cast their votes to select

a new 225-member Parliament on April 2. —MNA/Xinhua

7

7

Sﬁe‘l‘mé L(E Gsooé%é@qa’aogo’c) (DC’S?O%GS’}(YSGS‘[?EG’B‘BG
00’(‘)3\?'“? (I?O%GU‘ ooo‘@‘@ocw'b\)én woégaqpmmé
C)JC’S?O%?%“CO’JQIO UQO%EGC’)’JESS‘[%“ @%E{mm’)?}u’}wén
Repoge wnpedSiqpig wrgeendisd wodegroselod
oS wapdioqpio} pu§eiogdGgeondiogasefodnd:
38610’]Cmé|\ o@o%ﬁ@smoé‘é(ﬂm (}8@6‘[’)0’3?}3@@6‘[%%56‘[&1
Gmo’c)uk.o’]oc)qp' :x%o?é@)o'%éﬁméu

(0) [B3en§ecqmdy adopdods: (o8 ogp)

() [Brdelosia§iaborniodsondygq (e eoyen/ jeoos)

< < e e ¢ ¢ . 0c Q¢ . c @
(Q) GG’JGC’)’)(}J’)B(\POC-ﬁUGLﬂC 0?(}0:} C)JG‘GGl [=Zlesalcles]

“2003c0:§:6005905”
Sﬁelmécoé GQSGO)%Q)’JéQIOm [%hcg(c::)% Géh/g

<

(98 950809/ 95006)
agé:eq:@:@agcmaeog

005 0p5:a08:08§:

7




12 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Monday, 8 March, 2004

w o Ay,
s iy

P

&

! e A ol
d e el spaln_peerds B et !

[ *F] |.||-\.-u|||‘.-! aedanldpglaiting! e

BUILE UP KEMNOWLEDDE
BY READINDG AND LE&RRIRD

Thousands of books are waiting o give you
knowledge free of charge

ADUERTISEMENTS

BiorreqodiBgos
q;acq@émqﬁuzcﬁcocq:tqéci:ogé
®0g:(ga§wogod

ouSopaondalesloyfsd:
ol Q$8Gq:§(§m3€6CQUSGOGGF(\?(SC%IZ?BOBUS GZ?BOPI%G(VSE)O’]
ogé:n%oﬁoﬁ(\%o’]méu
Duplex Board Paper 180 gm?2 (32"x40") - 100 tons
N mé:ﬂco;agé;ﬁ(ﬁ (oo—g—Joog)qo’SG@l (o@:go)§051 035
805a88:0lepdn
QM mé:a]qd)§(§:racm:8og 335;_](7333(\)(73({]0;(7% c320050]
c\%émoaé c\)ocspo’ga?mé: ougoﬁgé(ﬂoaén
[geSogé:/[gaSo ogpS:qproSogeniad
ap3espé:geqiendeos
BirenroiPigos
905 (110) Bod §odoreconifcbiafortl
9§:40105 50851 J596R01 50659

TRADEMARE CALTTHIN
Calsha & Whinaean pic,
ALSIMEEET Inoomorsal i der
e liws f Engand med
Winles hewing B iepisiones
afice @t 124, Theabalde
Frad, Lomidon, WWoDE BRI,
Uretad Fingde mim e O
ard Bube Propeetar of th
Folomatngg TrisSe b

—
—._."
-

q‘
T

=
P

e

-

Riing: Mex 2435 108
I renpest of Indemations
Chigs. 9 Berilic, munm-
ing, wiecio, phalbraphic,
Of8 - mangaphe, opdel
misaaUnng Hgnaking,
chechngaup=r-vmcn; snd
taaching appaolus and
mEumantE. appanius o
ragarding, ardmhbsisn o
reproduchon of saund sl
Ol Mg, Magreales dala
CRMEE, Acsrdng deos;
Calciibarine rsichini, dale
pezcansing squpmant and
COTpIlE Sompulel pio-
gram, cards, wires, disks
bl SaFEoSelicsr derac-
B CATAR] GOMDier pog-
i bMesosmuncelicng
BODSCIIIE, NS MG, re-
Wakihm nd cecuriny. cablem
el epsbeme,  oplical
lEiad, Stical Imks, al for
isbscOmmun Caong,  and
parts @asd fngs foe wll the
sicregaid gods. Clode
18 Prinlisl mater, nagar
ravs. DookE, diteoiories, -
Fil e, leaflal, corce; eimb
onery, papd and 2andbsaed
ared goosis made rom Bese
moleioks;, phabagrapia,
irmbiuchenal and {eaching
motEnal, pEihs mMabensls
for pacamging casce in Hee
farmn of Sabil Sadds, coadd
carde, changes camds and bk
dphoii caida, Cloas 35
Arhesrtisng and DUBnEsE
Glivicd, Sarkaling snd
public mlabors serdizas;
Sra A mENAEgATET! A
el B T T TN
Mimnaes adviecry  anid
DONSUHAN DY BiTASEE (e

wirafion frm-ssnphon, G
Poea i SO plEloS, -
rmeepscn snd eywhamingbion
of winen and dgtal com-
municsbiore; wop ol oiba o
ard compdabon o Rathe-
rmabcal ot emtehion dxa.
prégaratan of busineas
repearis. arranging and
arduchng of Dumnsss: snd
commaneal confaienis
and ssratars, arad pdasony
ard ponsuRancy siraces
ralsbng i the slore mens-
banied eErdoes. Cloms 55
Inaurmrce w=d Anancial
BEreles; Mancial consu.
mrcy serAcee; credi cprd
pisrariel. chabel calid Batae-
mr, chacue quaranies card
S ACES TWincl i g
mach arraces; anking sef
wirl | dfel fvsnty and oo
FRUBARCY BEOATES RELERIN
10 Tha @lafe menlcesed
seracen. Clase 37 Consl-
TUcien and impelr EErAcEE
repalr, instalation &nd
fmanlansnce mrices lar
elrcommunkalong, B
cwding, hroadcant  recee
g, M08 ey and
TENEA(E TACITAT SR
ma Gl APDGElLE et
~walar corsiniclion, insia-
Babon ard Tepid, debmad rm
cahle peinting eeowioes,
laaing ond bivial of cabia |
eparEnen and manapss el
of cable shigs, cpaietan
and masapamant of Cabk
SdEpals; Soeraiss and
maragsman of remonel
SpEiated auranns vt
zles; and advisory and
CifslEncy savces raln-
an fe thee mfore menidared
e Cline 38 Commu-
nEEicn sEnAGEE HEhDn
chfMUmeEion aamces;
talapommunications
EresEs, TiarEmieEnn of
dooumenis, Yoila, diti
irages m~d mamsages;
eheairraby o nd i Pk
or;, siscianes moskboo ser
LU T S R T
murEEnan  EsWies e

wIih e, piovans of
weorkd wide weab tacldes ard
HIUZles Salelifa comm-
urkeyhon  gErAGES, rEre]
and renbtal seardaces 0
carmacion with somimoni
LS apparaius and aogu
PNt Berviees fad R
lfEnamissicn, proragian of

dhraplirg of dats ard nlorm-
Biinin oM an ok cronk: alfs
ke Setn-back bmsics-
sHng ar wanenisaes o
tadis and baleraiminn
EoQRmmas by sateliie,
chbls, microEmes, ol
MEDtd, A S smndE,
meqvicey lor the esablish-
Fanl et aaplmtabce ar
'.HE-_r-:-rr-ﬂun': oHang; and
advmofy and cenuBancy
sardoes relaling 10 Thi
dhaiarmanbizcead saracen
Cless 42 - Solandife and
Sl (emech maraceE
feosnical praject shudies
sRivicen malelbeg bo She
awplointiian o aihe
inlaligerca;  coosuling
gerdoes in the Tield af
talecommunicaiioms:;
Gl Jifegn safes-
a8 CHTERSY RArATSs, 00

i pirlaf pifogiamming,;
ranial ol companess and of
paipfaie devcea o ome
with computees, design of
cafpatar hardwars andg
eofwpra. mainkenan o ared
updaling = compuisr
eaftware ared of desiions
dulebeeen, <ompule pms-
TS AnakEE A bt
exbma in § (omputer datab-
el | Uifedawale’ anploiecn
BRECATES  EOCSCEETIAD G
wip Samvices, endamnwale
MEADENG AT [ERER-
& @d Edckang asracan;
mnd pdwinory and oarsula-
frsy smraces ralmtng bo e
B TEATMETRO 0 Gl fwids.

C & W
R : Fo. 232 5 O
ih rerapec] of Inlercaficnel
Chyss B, 90,%5,36,37, 28 42
CAHBLE & WIRELESS
Rmg : Mo, 1423108
Riing | Me. 2491 788
in reespact o |nd e il
Cohmm B, WS 00HET 0 AT
Fraudulanl ismlsbin af un-
avtheesd use of e zpbi
Trarceet okl il S dealt
with mecrrging o fos
U Mnt Lwin, Advocale,
LLA. R,
Ohp ia s S0l Li|
Mo 102 38h 5L Yangen

TEADE MAHE CAUTTIORN
Hotice iz hereby preen that MATSUSHITA
BLECTRIC IMDUSTRLAL OO, LTH, a cocporation
imcorporaied and exigting wsdier the Laws of Jipas
argd havmyg 18 offfce o 10068, Oada Kadoma, Ealoma-
S, Oxalka 571 E500, Japas is the mole owner and
grogriclor o the mllewing Trade Maigk:-

Panasonic

The muid Trade Mark i used in respsci of dhe
fllrwing goods and servioes -

Opiical dis: pressing {Class - 43) [Reg, Mo, D

200)

Entertainmernt; enfertainment inform sliom;
muthoring of optical discs, produciion of wideo tapes in
the field of educaiion, mulinre, saterainmeent or spois
[zt for mowies, radio or television programs and 2ot
for edwertising and pedlicity]; providiag cleconic
publications. {Class - 41} [Reg; Mo, [VE7003]

Computer programming services fhal canmot ba
placed i other classes; competer software design,
COMPEEr ProgIAnming. or maintenince of comribar
saftware; competer softwars desipn: compuaber sysiem
EnpiTesering festing and resagrch relating do eleciric
maschings, apparatus and instruments; compuier peatal;
presviding compuier programs; leasng acceis Bme i

compuie dalhass, wobsic desgn. (Ches - 42 [Rag Ho

PSS 0]

Aay madtalion o Edudelesd wee of the snd
Trade Flark will be deak with according 8 Law
TN ARG, RS BL
Adhercae & MNotary Poblic
Bla, 3, Tith Steid, Yangon

China’s reliance on global
oil market to

further mount this year

BENING, 7 March — China
is expected to import 120
million tons of oil, including
more than 90 million tons of
crude oil, to fuel high GDP
growth this year, with the
nation’s dependence on the
world oil market bound to
aggravate.

Official statistics show
that in 2003, net oil imports
by China amounted to 97.39
million tons, including 82.99
million tons of crude oil, up
30 per cent or so over the
previous-year level.

The proportion of over-
seas crude oil processed by
refineries nationwide wentup
from 28 per centin 2002 to 34
per cent last year, according
to the statistics. The mount-
ing reliance on imports is at-
tributed by experts from
China Petroleum Group to a
limited domestic crude oil
production and a substantial
increase in demand.

China produced 169.319
million tons of crude oil in
2003, a timid growth of 1.5
per cent over 2002. And the
growth rate slowed by one
percentage point from the pre-
vious year. Lastyearthe coun-
try’s oil demand was shored
up mainly by the combination
of a 9.1-per -ent economic
growth, oil-firing power gen-
erating as against a backdrop
of electricity shortage in the
eastern and southern parts of
China and a significant incre-
ment in car population, ac-
cording to Tian Chunrong, a
senior engineer with the na-
tion’sanother oil mogul China
Petrochemical Group
(Sinopec). — MNA/Xinhua

HK jewellers interested in expanding
Mainland business

Hong Kong, 7 March — The free trade arrangement between the Chinese Main-

land and Hong Kong, which came into effect on 1 January, increases Hong Kong

jewellers’ interest in the Mainland market, according to a survey conducted during the
Hong Kong International Jewellery Show this week.

The survey conducted by
Oracle market Research was
commissioned by Hong
Kong’s Trade Development
Council (TDC). A total of 495
exhibitorsand 759 buyers were
interviewed during the fair,
which ended on Friday.

According to the Main-
land/Hong Kong Closer Eco-
nomic Partnership Arrange-
ment (CEPA), several fine
jewellery items made in Hong

Tanzania’s external debt increases

DAR-ES-SALAAM, 7 March— Tanzania’s external debt

2080700808
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increased by 97.5 million US dollars by last December to an
alarming figure of almost 7,900 million, local newspaper
reported Friday. A report from Bank of Tanzania cited by the
Business Timeadicated that the debt had reached 7,890.7
million dollars due to interests arrears accumulation and
exchange rate fluctuation. It is reported that the currency had
depreciated by 1.6 per cent in less than six months last year.

The Tanzanian Government signed bilateral debt relief
agreements with all Paris Club creditors except Brazil and
Japan last December. — MNA/Xinhua

Kong, subjecttothe CEPA’s
rules of origin, can enjoy
duty-free access to the Chi-
nese Mainland.

Moreover, in the area of
distribution services, Hong
Kong jewellers qualified
under CEPA are granted ad-
ditional market access to the
Mainland market.

For exhibitors who are
currently selling products to
the Mainland market, 64 per
cent of them are interested in
expanding their business
under CEPA. For those who
have yet to sell to the main-
land, 40 per cent of them
plan to start up soon.

Key strategies of respond-
ents to open-up the Mainland
market include establishing
retail stores and distribution
centres, developing a new
brand or promoting overseas
brands, producing *“ made in

Hong Kong” products. Over
90 per cent of exhibitors and
buyersbelieve “madeinHong
Kong” jewel products can
enjoy an over 20 per cent
price premium on the Main-
land. However, respondents
indicate thatthe complicated
tax system and their lack of
knowledge on Mainland’s
business law are major entry
barriers in developing the
Mainland market.

The survey also found
that 77 per cent of exhibitors
and buyers expect business
in 2004 to be better than
2003. Last year, only 66 per
cent of respondents thought
so. About 57 per cent of ex-
hibitors surveyed said Chi-
nese Mainland would have
the biggest growth, followed
by the United States, Hong
Kong, Western Europe and
Japan. — MNA/Xinhua
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Second NASA Rover finds
signs of water on Mars

L osANGELES, 7 March—The Mars rover Spirit found the first indications that small
amounts of water may have welled up in the soil of Gusev Crater where the rover lande
in January, a NASA scientist said on Friday.

The finding comes three days after
NASA officials announced that Spirit'stwin,
Opportunity,had uncovered geologic evi-
dence that its landing site on the other side
of the Red Planet, the Meridiani Planum,
once was covered with water.

Scientists working with Spirit deduced
that water formed small holes, or vugs, and
left mineral deposits in a rock nicknamed
Humphrey. The rover drilled a 0.85-inch-
deep hole into Humphrey and examined its
interior with instruments to determine its
mineral composition.

“If we found this rock on Earth we
would say thisis a volcanic rock thathas had
a little bit of fluid move through it either
when it formed or shortly thereafter,” Ray
Arvidson, deputy lead scientist at NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, said
on Friday.

“The best bet is that water was in the
magma. I don’t think it was a groundwater
percolation but water that came up with the
magma,” he added.

The amount of water found at Gusev

Crater — a canyon the size of Connecticut
that scientists believe is an ancient lake bed
— “is by no means the gobs of water at
Meridiani, but it again demonstrates that
when rocks are made on Mars, fluids are
involved.”

Spirit, now in the 61st martian day, or
sol, of its mission, is making its way through
a rock-strewn plain toward the Bonneville
Crater, about 500 feet in diameter.

Scientists hope to direct the golf cart-
sized rover to the rim of the crater and peer

The Mars
Exploration
Rover Spirit

casts a shadov

that it is examin®
ing with tools or
its robotic arm.
The US rover
Spirit, which
landed on Mars
in January, has
found additiona
signs that wate
existed on the
Red Planet,
NASA said in &
statement.
INTERNET

inside, or drive into it, in hopes of finding
rocks from below the planet’s lava-capped
surface.

Along the way, the team of scientists and
engineers will look for dark-coloured split
rocks that they can use to verify the findings
at Humphrey, Arvidson said.

“We will stress to the (drilling) team to
make deeper holes to make sure we’re not
being fooled,” he said. “We want to make
sure we are not looking at dust that has
infiltrated into the rock’s surface.”

MNA/Reuters|

Thousands
stranded after

Singapore rules

over the trench -

S African President urges more input in education

JOHANNESBURG, 7 March —South Afri-
can President Thabo Mbeki said the govern-
ment should put more money into further
education Friday.

Campaigning for the general election in
April, Mbeki braved the driving rain to meet
the students and staff in Tshwane North
College’s Mamelodi campus outside Preto-
ria, executive capital of the country.

“I have learnt a lot, I am ashamed to
say,” he said while visiting an engine repair-
ing class. Mbeki said he realized that the
government would have to provide more

support in funding and scholarships.

“What is being done here is critical to
the future of the country,” he said, adding
that it should not be treated as a sideshow.

Students screamed and shouted as the
President made his way to the campus —
bodyguards working hard to fend off his
admirers. “We love you Mr President,” the
star-struck students screamed.

And when Mbeki asked jokingly whom
they would vote for, the students answered:
“Isn’t it obvious, Mr President?”

MNA/Xinhua

“misadventure” in
Iranian twins’' death

South Korean
snowstorm

World's oldest man dies at 114 in Spain

MapriD, 7 March — A retired Spanish shoemaker born in the same year as Adolf
Hitler and officially the world’s oldest man has died at his home at the age of 114, his

SeouL, 7 March— Heli-
copters dropped food and
fuel supplies to thousands of
drivers marooned on high-
ways across South Korea,
officials said on Saturday,
after the worst March snow-
fall in a century blanketed
the country’s central region.

By noon, about 2,200
cars with 4,000 passengers
were stranded on two major
highways linking the capital
Seoul to cities in the south,
the Korea Highway Corpo-
ration said.

Besides deploying vehi-
cles to clear the roads, the
government mobilized 34
helicopters to meet the basic
needs of motorists, some of
whom had been struggling
for more than 24 hours on
the snow-covered highways.

MNA/Reuters

SINGAPORE, 7 March—A Singapore court ruled on
Saturday that “misadventure” was the cause of death for
conjoined adult twins from Iran who died during surgery

to separate them.

The Coroner’s Court had
heard three days of testimony
on the deaths of 29-year-old
Laleh and Ladan Bijani from
massive blood loss at Singa-
pore’s Raffles Hospital fol-
lowing marathon 52-hour
surgery to separate their
tightly enmeshed brains on
July 8.

“I am satisfied on the
evidence before me that there
is no one criminally con-
cerned in these two deaths,”
said state coroner Malcolm
Tan.

A coroner’s courtinquiry
is standard procedure when
people die under surgery in
Singapore.

The team of 28 doctors

and about 100 assistants was
led by Dr Keith Goh of Sin-
gapore and assisted by Dr
Benjamin Carson of Johns
Hopkins University Hospi-
tal, who was recently ap-
pointed to US President
George W Bush’s Council
on Bioethics.

Alireza Safaian, an Ira-
nian doctor who adopted the
twins and raised them for 27
years, had accused the sur-
geons of killing the women.
Aneurosurgeonin Germany,
Madjid Samii, who declined
to separate them when they
were 14 years old, has said
he was stunned it was even
attempted.

MNA/Reuters,

family said on Saturday.

Guinness Book of World Recor
recognized Joan Riudavets Moll as the
world’s oldest man following the death of
Japan’s Yukichi Chuganji, also 114, in Sep-
tember.

Riudavets, who attributed his longevity
to a life of moderation, was born on Decem-
ber 15, 1889 — the year Hitler and Charlie
Chaplin were born and the year the Eiffel
Tower was completed.

He had been retired for half a century.

He died at home in Es Migjorn Gran on
the Spanish Mediterranean island of
Menorca on Friday night, a police spokes-
man there said.

“I spoke to him a few days ago and he
had all his faculties,” the spokesman said.
“He spoke and reasoned perfectly well with-
out any problems. It was a natural death; he
had not been ill.”

Riudavets’ grandson said he was still
taking walks at the end of his life and was
always surrounded by friends.

“He nearly always had people around

I$im and he had a great gift for words,” his

eldest grandson, Pablo, told Reuters:‘There
were a lot of anecdotes.”

Riudavets, who joined the family shoe-
making business and retired in 1954, lived to
see huge advances in medicine and science,
but he never stopped marvelling at inven-
tions like the aeroplane — first flown when
he was a teenager — and electricity.

“The aeroplane was something incred-
ible, but the most important change was
electricity — without doubt, it changed
everything,” the Guinnessweb site quoted
him as saying.

He attributed his long life to doing
everything in moderation, including smok-
ing “but not too much”. He used to sleep up
to 14 hours a day but also enjoyed playing
football and the guitar.

Trini Pinto Alvarez, who lives in the
village, said: “He was a shoemaker, he
worked hard, had a good life... Everybody
knew him. When he had birthdays, the vil-
lage threw fiestas.”—MNA/Reuters

No new SARS
cases on Chinese
Mainland

EU opens trade probe

Panda centre turns down mating
request from Shanghai Zoo

into salmon imports

BrusseLs 7 March—The European Commission de
cided on Friday to launch a probe into whether salmo
imports are flooding the EU from Norway, Chile and the
Faroe Islands as British and Irish fish farmers seek pro

Beuing, 7 March—Chi-
na’s Ministry of Health said
here Saturday that no new
cases of severe acute respi-
ratory syndrome (SARS)

CHenebu, 7 March—The Chengdu Giant Panda Breeding Centre, in southwest
China’s Sichuan Province, on Friday turned down arequest for one of its 16 adult female
giant pandas to mate with Guoging, the only fertile male raised at Shanghai Safari Park.

Yu Jianqiu, deputy head On March 3, the Shang- | propagation of the giant pan-

were reported in the 24 hours
from 10:00 am Friday to
10:00 am Saturday on the
Chinese Mainland.

Chinese Mainland re-
ported a total of four SARS
cases in south China’s
Guangdong Province so far
this year. The four patients
havebeenreleased from hos-
pital after recovery.

MNA/Xinhua

tective trade measures.

Barely a year after the
European Union ended anti-
dumping and anti-subsidy
duties on salmon imports, the
Commission said it would
act on the British and Irish
complaints.

“The European Com-
mission has decided to open
asafeguardinvestigationinto
imports of farmed salmon,”

Commission trade spokes-
woman Arancha Gonzalez
told a news conference.
“We have been given
sufficient evidence to open
the case. There has been a
sudden increase from all
sources. Britain and Irish
governments have quoted a
rise of 14 per cent in input.”
MNA/Reuters

of the centre, said a study of
Guogqing’ s records showed
he was too closely related to
the centre’s pandas.

The 120-kilo Guoqing,
four years and ahalf old, was
born at the famous Wolong-
based China Giant Panda
Protection and Research
Centre in 1999. He has
reached his reproductive
prime.

hai Safari Park published a
nationwide notice seeking a
suitable mate.

Giant pandas are famous
for their low propagation
rates. They mature at four or
five years old, and often rut
in spring and deliver cubs in
autumn, said Yu.

Yu said Chinese re-
searchers had overcome
three major difficulties in

das — mating, pregnancy
and survival of the cubs,
whichnoexceeds 90 per cent.
The giant pandas are one
of the most endangered spe-
cies in the world. Only about
1,000 are estimated to live in
the wild, all in the mountain-
ous areas of west China.
More than 140 live in capti-
vity around the world.
MNA/Xinhua
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Wenger saysFA Cup replays part of English culture

LonpoN, 7 March — FA Cup replays are a
cherished part of English soccer culture and the
Premier League should remain a 20-club com-
petition, Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger said
on Friday.

FIFA president Sepp Blatter said on Monday
he was considering changing FIFA's statutes to
force acutinleagues to 18 clubs from 20 and he
said officials should also consider cutting out
replays in the FA Cup, soccer's oldest competi-
tion. "Replays in the FA Cup are part of the
English culture and I prefer 20 clubs in the
league," said Frenchman Wenger, who guided
Arsenal to their second successive FA Cup
triumph last season.

"Many countries have tried 18 clubs and
have come back to 20. There is no basic reason
to change it in England," he told the London
Evening Standard newspaper.

Blatter wants to cut the number of games so
that top players stay fit and clubs and countries
can fit into a coordinated soccer calendar.

"There is a minimum of freedom you have to
protect in every country so they can make their
own decisions," Wenger added.

"This kind of freedom is linked with culture,
tradition and history. You have to leave that.

"In England the replay is part of the culture of
the country and I don't want them scrapped. No
one wants to give up the chance to play at home
if you have earned a draw in a difficult tie
(away). "You sense the passion in England in
the FA Cup. Am I committed to it? Just look at
our record."

Arsenal travel to Portsmouth for an FA Cup
quarterfinal on Saturday. If they reach the final
on May 22, they will be the first club to reach

four consecutive finals.—MNA/Reuters

Transsexual misses cut at women'’s

Keane escapes with one-match

Australian Open

MELBOURNE, 7 March —
Transsexual golfer Mianne
Bagger missed the cut at the
women’s Australian Openin
Sydney on Friday, finishing
at 14-over par after two
rounds. Bagger, whose par-
ticipation in the event has
been widely criticized as a
publicity stunt, fired a re-
spectable second round of
74 after shooting adisastrous
opening round 84.

Briton Laura Davies shot
a second round 68 for a 36-
hole total of eight-under-par
136 to lead Italy’s Sophie
Sandolo by four strokes.

Australia’s Nadina Taylor
was a further two shots adrift
in third place. Danish-born
Bagger, who started playing
golf at aged eight, had sex-
change surgery in 1995 after
a lifetime of feeling “some-
thing wasn’t quite right.”
She started playing social
golfagainin 1998 and swiftly
chalked up amateur victo-
ries, winning the South Aus-
tralian State Championship
in 1999 and again in 2001
and 2002.—MNA/Reuters

Lonpon, 7 March— Man-
chester United captain Roy
Keanereceived the minimum
one-match  Champions
League ban on Friday for his
dismissal against Porto last
Wednesday.

European body UEFA
could have imposed a three-
match ban but opted for a
lesser punishment which
means the Irish midfielder
will be able to play in the
quarterfinals if United over-
turn their 2-1 first-leg defi-

ban for Porto red card

cit, UEFA said on its web
site. Keane was sent off for
stepping on Porto goalkeeper
Vitor Baiain the 87th-minute
of the first leg defeat. Keane
will sit out the second leg at
Old Trafford next Tuesday.
MNA/Reuters

Porto soccer player Pedro Mendes (foreground) is
challenged by Belenenses Jose Sousa during their
Portuguese Premier League match at Dragon stadium
in Porto on 5 March, 2004-INTERNET

United meet Fulham in the FA Cup
quarterfinals on Saturday before trying to

Raul out,
Beckham doubtful

with tonsillitis

Mabrip, 7 March— Raul
will miss Real Madrid’s
league game at Racing
Santander on Saturday be-
cause of injury, while David
Beckham is a doubt because
of illness, the club said on
Friday. Spain striker Raul
was left out of the squad on
Friday afterfailing torecover
from an ankle injury.

The club’s medical staff
will now concentrate on get-
ting him fit for the Champi-
ons League clash with
Bayern Munich at the
Bernabeu on Wednesday.

England captain Beckham
missed training on Friday
because he has tonsillitis and
a decision will be made on
whether he can play against
Racing on the day of the
game. — MNA/Reuters

overturn a 2-1 first-leg deficit against Porto
in the Champions League on Tuesday.

"The next five days are extremely im-
portant to our season, they really are.

We are going into two massive one-off
games. The positive thing is that we are at
home in both," Ferguson told a news con-
ference on Friday.

With United nine points behind Arsenal
in the Premier League, their main chances
of success are the FA Cup and Champions
League.

"The Cup ties are always sudden death
and we have two one-off games now,"
Ferguson said. "Although we are a goal
behind against Porto, we have an away goal
which is an advantage to us.

"And while Fulham have improved a lot

Crunch time for Man United, says Ferguson

MancHesTER (England), 7 March — Manchester United face a make-or-break week
in their bid to win honours this season, their manager Alex Ferguson said on Friday.

this season, if you have a home draw in the
quarterfinal, you have to take advantage of
that."

United won the last of their record 10 FA
Cups in 1999 and Ferguson, whose team
missed the competition the following season
to play in the World Club Championship,
regards it as a priority.

"There could be a Nationwide League
team in the final but I just say let's make sure
we are in the pot for the semifinal.

"We haven't been in a final for five years.
We are determined to get there.

"We have served our penance for with-
drawing that year and hopefully we can go
the whole way.

"We have a fantastic record in semifi-
nals, if we get there hopefully that will stay
strong."

MNA/Reuters

tennis championships here on Friday.
Fully aware of Boll's

China plays smart in 3-0 win over Germany

DoHa (Qatar), 7 March — China formed a clever lineup against the German team
led by former world No. 1 Timo Boll and won the men's semifinal 3-0 at the world table

threat, the defending cham-
pions sent Ma Lin, Wang

Spain's Maria Sanchez Lorenzo hits a forehand returnHao and Wang Ligin to the

Ukraine's Julia Vakulenko during their quarterfinal of t|

Mexican Open tennis championships, in Acapulco, grGaiozheng

March , 2004. Lorenzo won the game 6-7, 6-4,I64ERNET

hgame, benching Liu
and Kong

Linghui who both have poor

Answer for yesterday’s Crossword Puzzle

demolition of Japan to enter tl

Tie Yana powered Hong

11-7,12-10 victory over Aya
Yana walked away 11-6, 11
school student Al Fukuhara.

The women's grand finale
China has taken part in 18
four -- twice to Japan, one ea

2 HK rout Japan to meet China in

championship final
Dona (Qatar), 7 March— Hong Kong carried out a quick

he women's final of the world

table tennis championships on Friday, the victory that made
defending champions Chinese blush.

Kong over Japan 3-0 in 80

minutes to set up a championship clash with China, which
survived Japan's challenge with a close 3-2 scoreline on
Thursday. Lau Sui Fei put Hong Kong ahead with a 11-7,

Umemura and world No 6 Tie
-7, 11-8 winner against high

Penhold player Zhang Rui completed Hong Kong's tri-
umph by beating Al Fujinuma 12-10, 11-4, 11-7.

takes place on Saturday.
finals, winning 14 and losing
ch to South Korea and a joint

team of South Korea and North Korea.

MNA/Xinhua|

records against the German
left-handed star.

World No 2 Wang Ligin
was relegated as a third
player to avoid a meeting
with Boll. Boll had beaten
Wang in the World Cup and
Grand Finals in 2002 and
Japan Open in 2003.

Top-ranked Ma Lin,
who crushed Boll in three
Pro-Tour Opens in 2002
and the 2003 World Cup,
used his lethal forehand
attacks and placement
shots to subdue Boll 11-7,
9-11, 11-8, 11-7.

Both players looked nerv-
ous at the beginning yet as
the game went on, the Chi-
nese penhold attacker com-
bined his usual array of table
tennis wares to deadly ef-
fect. Boll had chance to turn
the tables but his nerves
cracked midway in the fourth
set.

‘Wang Hao, world No 3,

put China2-0 ahead with 11-
7, 11-9, 11-3 win over the
71st-ranked Zoltan Fejer-
Konnerth.

Wang Liqin, world sin-
gles champion in 2001, beat
an aging Jorg Rosskopf 11-
5, 11-6, 11-9.

Rosskopt, former Euro-
pean and World Cup winner
who held Chinese in awe in
the early 1990s, has been
battling shoulder injuries.
Afterlosing the firsttwo sets,
Rosskopf fought back to 9-9
in the fourth set, but a return
into the net and another too
long sent China to the cham-
pionship final.

China has taken partin 25
men's team championships
and played 17 grand finales,
winning 13.

In the 2001 world cham-
pionships, China knocked
out Germany 3-1 in the quar-
terfinals.

MNA/Reuters
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comes Everyone

Song “Summertime” 05:50 Outstanding Myanmar

04:15 National News Women (I)

04:20 Biological Expedition | 05:55 Kayin Dance (Ton
to Hponkan Razi Pana (or) Kywe Min
Region (V) (Wang Don Dance)

Mung Camp 2 to 4) 06:00 National News

04:25 Song “Come, Visit My | 06:05 A Journey to Research
Home” Taron Race

04:30 National News 06:10 Myanmar Modern

04:35 Oil Painting Model Song “Missing you so
Demonstration much”

04:40 Towards Pondaung | 06:15 National News
Ponnya Yaw Region | 06:20 Outstanding Myanmar
(Part-I) Women (II)

04:45 National News 06:25 Song “Creating of a

04:50 Usefulness of the love-like song”
‘Whole Toddy Palm 06:30 National News

04:55 Dance of the Kon- | 06:35 Myanmar’s Pride: The
baung Era Art of Carving

05:00 National News 06:40 Ancient Pakhangyi

05:05 Myanmar Musical In- Monastery
struments (Brass gong) | 06:45 National News
(Maung Saing) 06:50 Clothes decorated with

05:10 Song “Tranquil Bagan” Sequin-like Colourful

05:15 National News Plastics

05:20 Greening of Hill and | 06:55 Myanma-ah-hla-Yat-
Mountain for taung-Ahka
Temperates Climate | 07:00 National News
(Sagaing-Minwun) 07:05 Fabulous Glassware

05:25 Song of Myanmar Decoration
Beauty & Scenic 07:10 Song “Come to
Sights “Myanma Pano- Myanmar (The Golden
rama & Myanma Sen- Land)”
timent” 07:15 National News

05:35 Ngwe Hsaung Wel- | 07:20 Myanma Traditional
comes Everyone Handiwork of Casting

05:40 Headline News 07:25 Song of Myanmar

05:42 Myanma Traditional Beauty & Scenic
Tamarind Juice Sights “Come and See

05:45 National News

Myanmar”

worier Hap of Wlpeeeeer ond’ b

T

Sights “Myanma Pano- | 21:05 Myanmar Musical In- | 23:40 Headline News
rama & Myanma Sen- struments (Brass gong) | 23:42 Myanma Traditional
timent” (Maung Saing) Tamarind Juice
16:30 National News 21:10 Song “Tranquil Bagan™ | 23:45 National News
16:35 Myanmar’s Pride: The | 21:15 National News 23:50 Outstanding Myanmar
Art of Carving 21:20 Greening of Hill and ‘Women (I)
16:40 Ancient Pakhangyi Mountain for 23:55 Kayin Dance (Ton
Monastery Temperates Climate Pana (or) Kywe Min
8-3-2004 (Monday) 16:45 National News (Sagaing-Minwun) Don Dance)
(Programme Schedule) 16:50 Clothes decorated with | 21:25 Song of Myanmar 24:00 National News
Morning Transmission Sequin-like Colourful Beauty & Scenic 00:05 A Journey to Research
(9:00 - 10:00) Plastics Sights “Myanma Pano- Taron Race
9:00  Signature Tune 16:55 Myanma-ah-hla-Yat- rama & Myanma Sen- | 00:10 Song “Missing you so
Greeting taung-Ahka timent” much”
9:02  Song of Myanmar 17:00 National News 21:35 Ngwe Hsaung Wel- | 00:15 National News
Beauty & Scenic 17:05 Fabulous Glassware comes Everyone 00:20 Outstanding Myanmar
Sights “Mingalabar” Decorations 21:40 Headline News Women (II)
9:06 Ngwe Hsaung Wel- | 17:10 Myanmar Modern | 21:42 Myanma Traditional | 00:25 Song of Myanmar
comes Everyone Song “Come to Tamarind Juice Beauty & Scenic
9:10 Headline News Myanmar (The Golden | 21:45 National News Sights “Myanma Pano-
9:12  Myanma Traditional Land)” 21:50 Outstanding Myanmar rama & Myanma Sen-
Tamarind Juice 17:15 National News Women (I) timent”
9:15 National News 17:20 Myanma Traditional | 21:55 Kayin Dance (Ton | 00:30 National News
9:20  Outstanding Myanmar Handiwork of Casting Pana (or) Kywe Min | 00:35 Myanmar’s Pride: The
Women (I) 17:25 Song of Myanmar Don Dance) Art of Carving
9:25 Kayin Dance (Ton Beauty & Scenic 22:00 National News 00:40 Ancient Pakhangyi
Pana (or) Kywe Min Sights “Come and See | 22:05 A Journey to Research Monastery
Don Dance) Myanmar” Taron Race 00:45 National News
9:30 National News 22:10 Myanmar Modern | 00:50 Clothes decorated with
9:35 A Journey to Research Evening Transmission Song “Missing you so Sequin-like Colourful
Taron Race (19:30 - 23:30) much” Plastics
9:40  Song “Missing you so | 19:30 Signature Tune 22:15 National News 00:55 Myanma-ah-hla-Yat-
much” Greeting 22:20 Outstanding Myanmar taung-Ahka
9:45 National News 19:32 Song of Myanmar Women (II) 01:00 National News
9:50  Outstanding Myanmar Beauty & Scenic 22:25 Song “Creating of a | 01:05 Fabulous Glassware
Women (II) Sights “Mingalabar love-like song” Decorations
9:58  Song of Myanmar (K.Ja Nu)” 22:30 National News 01:10 Myanmar Modern
Beauty & Scenic 19:36 Taninthayi, Land of | 22:35 Myanmar’s Pride: The Song “Come to
Sights “Come and See Oil Palm Art of Carving Myanmar (The Golden
Myanmar” 19:40 Headline News 22:40 Ancient Pakhangyi Land)”
19:42 Lucky Bamboo Monastery 01:15 National News
8-3-2004 (Monday) 19:45 National News 22:45 National News 01:20 Myanma Traditional
Regular Programmes for | 19:50 The Incredible Edifice | 22:50 Clothes decorated with Handiwork of Casting
Viewers from Abroad (The Ananda Temple) Sequin-like Colourful | 01:25 Song of Myanmar
Evening Transmission 19:55 Scenic Beauty of Ha- Plastics Beauty & Scenic
(15:30 - 17:30) Kha and Cultural | 22:55 Myanma-ah-hla-Yat- Sights “Come and See
15:30 Signature Tune Dance taung-Ahka Myanmar”
Greeting 20:00 National News 23:00 National News
15:32 Song of Myanmar 20:05 Kusinara - 23:05 Fabulous Glassware 9-3-2004 (Tuesday)
Beauty & Scenic Mahaparmibbana Decoration Morning Transmission
Sights “Mingalabar” Statue 23:10 Song “Come to (03:30-07:30)
15:36  Ngwe Hsaung Wel- | 20:10 Myanmar Modern Myanmar (The Golden | 03:30 Signature Tune
comes Everyone Song “Summertime” Land)” Greeting
15:40 Headline News 20:15 National News 23:15 National News 03:32  Song of Myanmar
15:42 Myanma Traditional | 20:20 Biological Expedition | 23:20 Myanma Traditional Beauty & Scenic
Tamarind Juice to Hponkan Razi Handiwork of Casting Sights “Mingalabar”
15:45 National News Region (V) (Wang | 23:25 Song of Myanmar 03:36 Taninthayi, Land of
15:50 Outstanding Myanmar Mung Camp 2 to 4) Beauty & Scenic Oil Palm
Women (I) 20:25 Song “Come, Visit My Sights “Come and See | 03:40 Headline News
15:55 Kayin Dance (Ton Home” Myanmar” 03:42 Lucky Bamboo
Pana (or) Kywe Min | 20:30 National News 03:45 National News
Don Dance) 20:35 Oil Painting Model 8-3-2004 (Monday) & 03:50 The Incredible Edifice
16:00 National News Demonstration 9-3-2004 (Tuesday) Evening (The Ananda Temple)
16:05 A Journey to Research | 20:40 Towards Pondaung & Morning Transmission 03:55 Scenic Beauty of Ha-
Taron Race Ponnya Yaw Region (23:30-1:30) Kha and Cultural
16:10 Song “Missing you so (Part-I) 23:30 Signature Tune Dance
much” 20:45 National News Greeting 04:00 National News
16:15 National News 20:50 Usefulness of the | 23:32 Song of Myanmar 04:05 Kusinara -
16:20 Outstanding Myanmar Whole Toddy Palm Beauty & Scenic Mahaparmibbana
Women (II) 20:55 Dance of the Kon- Sights “Mingalabar” Statue
16:25 Song of Myanmar baung Era 23:36 Ngwe Hsaung Wel- ' 04:10 Myanmar Modern
8:10 am 5:50 pm
7. Caute little dancers 9. [B§urf:p eomeccy eogrcond
W 8:20 am Gon:od
8. 8cSGoScg§iodom: 6:05pm
8:30 am 10. 08g§: eqaopaéond
w 9. International news 6:15 pm Monday, March 8
i 8:45am 11. Discovery Tune in today:
Monday, March 8 4:00 pm 12. Evening news 840 am Perspecti
. E pectives
View today: 1. Martial song 7:00 pm 8.45am Music
. 4:15pm 13. Weather report 8.50 am National news/
7:00 am 7:05 pm Slovan
1 i€ oSiniso « 2. Musical programme . R e e g
- eogiqS  e:0pd:soapaon 4:30 pm 14. (9p)486@o08 cnSeaontagqasy | 9-00 am Music
SepiBa §&eeoSadmweum . w8awef 9.05 am International news
go0m 3§ Bofje0Sesoniayd 3. Songs to “Ph?ld 7:15 pm 9.10 am Mus@
wfesumagoq: @Reemy National Spirt 15. Industrial Achicvement | 1 a9 P News/Sogan
4:45 pm >. Industrial Achieveme 1.40 pm Lunch Time Music
ouxo0ggeedlm o38gmen og | 7:25 pm -Wanna be (Spice
a Soraa88 4. onlecordey qadlgeonialed:BEy . ; .
ongenal§omr soepeoniangsBle 16. Musical programme girls)
poBdoel  u§oSorepreans 500 Qa8 7:40 pm -ésthe(rés%mzm;)out
7:15 am :00 pm < e o o there (Code Re
e 5. EorapeBes 17 (gelbefiped oxSoacrbenqelli | g 0 pm Special Talk
2. o88gmaq egamgal§omiaag AN n8n0] (081 odes odeom: “Building  a high-
oglon ;ga8§gnaBenn 95@Esfp: oodofier myp) (286:-0) (Borogeoé ly qualified and
(cuoos0qpenn’) aurfodnieons 308048 (cogpmacy:[g) BmaSad S:odn3aSwSeoyy modern Tatmadaw™
y@dean pglorafdgen (0dp) ogeSenpion/ogqp) | $15pm Article
7:25 am 5:15 pm 8:00 pm 9.25 pm V;’omen’s aftlfalrs
. : “Images reflecting
3. To be healthy exercise 6 Musical programme 18. News ' the goodwill of The
7:30 am 5:30 pm 19. International news State, MMCWA &
4. Morning news 7. Dance variety 20. Weather report well-wishers”
7:40 am 5:40 pm 21, §8eBrercScodicy 9.35pm Golden Land’s
. § . . “« o ” <. Melody
5. Nice and sweet song 8. Mu%!cal programme (The Bqéda0pSen” (2§E:-q) -Blessed Myanmar
7:55 am Radio Myanmar Modern | 22. The next day’s 9.45 pm News/Slogan
6. Song of national races Music Troupe) programme 10.00 pm PEL
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( WEATHER ]
Sunday, 7 March, 2004

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours, weather has been generally fair in the
whole country. Day temperatures were (3°C) to (4°C) above
normal in Kachin, Shan, Chin States, Magway, Ayeyawady and
Taninthayi Divisions, (5°C) above normal in Mandalay Division
and about normal in the remaining areas.

Maximum temperature on 6-3-2004 was 36.0°C (97°F).
Minimum temperature on 7-3-2004 was 15.8°C (60°F). Relative
humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 7-3-2004 was 73%. Total sun
shine hours on 6-3-2004 was (9.5) hours approx. Rainfall on
7-3-2004 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central
Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2004 was 3 mm (0.12 inch)
at Yangon Airport and nil at Kaba-Aye and central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph
from Southeast at (13:30) hours MST on 6-3-2004.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy in the
North and Southeast Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the
Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 8-3-20041solated to
scaterred rain or thundershowers are likely in Kachin, Northen
Shan and North Rakhine States, Northern Mandalay, Sagaing
and Taninthayi Divisions and weather will be partly cloudy in
the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the seaSeas will be moderate in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two daysLikelihood of isolated
rain or thundershowers in upper Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 8-3-2004: Partly cloudy. Forecast for Mandalay and
neighbouring area for 8-3-2004Posibility of isolated rain (or)
thundershowers Degree of certainty is (40%).

“Untimely Rainfall Warning’
(Issued at 12:30 hrs M.S.T on 7 March, 2004)

According to the observations at (12:30)hrs M.S.T today,
isolated to scattered rain or thundershowers are likely in Kachin,
Northern Shan States and North Rakhine State, Sagaing and
North Mandalay Divisions within next (48) hrs commencing
afternoon today.
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
receives Thai Minister of Sports

YANGON, 7 March—
Prime Minister of the Un-
ion of Myanmar General
Khin Nyunt received Thai
Minister of Sports and
Tourism Mr Sontaya
Kunplome and party at
Zeyathiri Beikman on
Konmyinttha at 4 pm to-
day.

Also present at the call

and Tourism

were Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Win Aung, Min-
ister for Hotels and Tour-
ism Brig-Gen Thein Zaw,
Minister for Sports Brig-
Gen Thura Aye Myint,
Deputy Minister for For-
eign Affairs U Khin
Maung Win, Deputy Min-
ister for Hotels and Tour-
ism Brig-Gen Aye Myint

Kyu, Director-General
Thura U Aung Htet of
the Protocol Department
and Director-General U
Thaung Tun of Political
Department.

The Thai minister and
party were accompanied by
Thai Ambassador Mr
Suphot Dhirakaosal.

MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
receives Japanese entrepreneurs

YaNGoN, 7 March—
Prime Minister of the Un-
ion of Myanmar General
Khin Nyunt received

Nissho Iwai Corporation
President & CEO Mr
Hidetoshi Nishimura and
party of Japan at Zeyathiri
Beikman on Konmyinttha
at 4.45 pm today.

— e
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt receives Nissho Iwai Corporation Presid

Also present at the call
were Minister for National
Planning and Economic
Development U Soe Tha,
Minister for Commerce
Brig-Gen Pyi Sone, Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs U
Win Aung, Minister for
Energy Brig-Gen Lun Thi,

Minister for Science and

Technology U Thaung,
Minister for Electric
Power Maj-Gen Tin Htut,
Deputy Minister for For-
eign Affairs U Khin
Maung Win and Director-
General Thura U Aung
Htet of the Protocol De-
partment.

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt greets Thai Minister of Sports and Tourism

Mr Sontaya Kunplome at Zeyathiri Beikmanmna

=

ent & CEO Mr Hidetoshi Nishimura and-pavity.

Secretary-2 inspects upgrading of Yangon-Mandalay Union highway,
Yangon-Nyaunglaybin railroad

YaNGoN, 7 March—
Chairman of Supervisory
Central Committee for Ensur-
ing Secure and Smooth
Transport Secretary-2 of the
State Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein,
accompanied by Minister for
Rail Transportation Maj-Gen
Aung Min, Deputy Minister

L

Thura U Thaung Lwin and
officials of the State Peace
and Development Council
Office, inspected measures
being taken at Bago-
Nyaunglaybin section of
Yangon-Mandalay Union
highway in Bago Division
and upgrading of Yangon-
Nyaunglaybin railroad sec-

A =
spects mainte

tion being undertaken by
Myanma Railways of the
Ministry of Rail Transporta-
tion.

On arrival at the place
near Wanbawdat Bridge at
the entrance to Bago Divi-
sion along Yangon-Manda-
lay Union highway, Secre-
tary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein

and party were welcomed
by Chairman of Bago Divi-
sion Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Southern Command Maj-
Gen Ko Ko and officials.
Next, the Secretary-2
and party, accompanied by
Commander Maj-Gen Ko
Ko, arrived at the briefing

section

hall of Shwe Than Lwin
Highway Co Ltd which is
undertaking the upgrading
of Bago-Nyaunglaybin Sec-
tion of Yangon-Mandalay
Union highway. They were
welcomed there by Super-
intending Engineer of the
company U Saw David Tha,
Managing Director U

nance of railroad betwéen Phéyégyi and Shwehla[y—staitions.

Maung Maung and officials.

At the briefing hall, Su-
perintending Engineer of the
company U Saw David Tha
and Managing Director U
Maung Maung reported to
the Secretary-2 and party on
upgrading of 48-mile long
road section between
milepost No 50/0 and
milepost No 98/0 of Yangon-
Mandalay Union highway
and upgrading of 56-mile and
3-furlong long Phayagyi-
Kyaikto road section between
milepost No 60/4 and
milepost No 116/7 of
Yangon-Myeik Union high-
way and Bago Division Su-
perintending Engineer of Pub-
lic Works U Tin Htut on con-
ditions of roads and bridges in
Bago Division, roads and
bridges being upgraded by
Public Works, upgrading of
road section in Bago Division
of Yangon-Mandalay Union
highway by four private

(See page 10)



