Pubbe ca katapufifiata, to be endowed with merits accrued in the past; this is the way to auspiciousness.
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Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun
development of other sectors of the economy as well
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system
* Development of the economy inviting participation i

Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order
* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State|

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation
*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguardingof

Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments fro cultural heritage and national character
* Building of a new modern developed sources inside the country and abroad * Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

nation in accord with the new State * The initiative to shape the national economy must be kegg || * Uplift of health, fitness and education

Constitution in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of theentire nation
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the nation was strong, and commanded a great deal of respect of neighbouring nations. At the time
when Union Spirit was ebbing away and national solidarity was on the wane, not only did the
political, economic and social status of the Union fall into decline, but the security and sovereignty
of the nation were encroached upon as well. Therefore, the flourishing of national unity and Union
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Spirit is of vital importance for the perpetual existence of the Union.
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The history of the Union of Myanmar is that of national races. In times of national solidarity,

Senior General Than Shwe
Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
(From message on the 8%5Anniversary Union Day.)
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Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing host

57th Anniversary Union Day reception and dinner

YANGoN, 12 Feb —
Senior General Than Shwe,
Chairman of the State
Peace and Development
Council of the Union of
Myanmar, and wife Daw
Kyaing Kyaing hosted a
reception and dinner to
mark the 57th Anniversary
Union Day on the lawns of
the Presidential Residence
on Ahlon Road here this
evening.

Senior General Than
Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing
Kyaing arrived there at 6.30
pm. They were welcomed
by State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Vice-
Chairman Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Maung Aye, Prime
Minister of the State Gen-
eral Khin Nyunt, member of

57th Anniversary
Union Day
commemorative
special features on

pages 7, 8 and 9.

INSIDE

Perspectives
Let's unitedly work

for long-term interest
of the Union
(Page 2)
Article
Let's march towards a
new modern industri-
alized nation through
the strength of national
solidarity
(Page 8+9)

23,188

the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council General
Thura Shwe Mann, State
Peace and Development
Council Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Soe Win, Secretary-2 Lt-
Gen Thein Sein, Chairman
of the Management Com-
mittee for Observance of the
57th Anniversary Union

Day, Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Chairman and also
Yangon Command Com-
mander Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, and officials.

On the occasion, Senior
General Than Shwe and
Daw Kyaing Kyaing cor-
dially greeted leaders of na-

tional races, cultural troupes
from respective states and
Taninthayi Division, Union
Day delegates from Union
Solidarity and Development
Associations of states and
divisions, and distinguished
guests.

Next, Senior General
Than Shwe and Daw

Kyaing Kyaing hosted the
dinner to those present on
the occasion.

Present at the dinner
were members of the State
Peace and Development
Council, the Commander-
in-Chief (Navy), the
Commander-in-Chief (Air),

(See page 10)

Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing cordially greet Union Day delegates at the-dinner.

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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PERSPECTIVES §

Friday, 13 February, 2004
Let’s unitedly work for
long-term interest of the Union

The Union of Myanmar has existed as ¢
sovereign nation with her own monarchs sincs
the early period of history and her national
people have been living there in unity and am
ity for aeons. However, in the 19th century
the colonialists annexed her using their sup¢
rior and enormous firepower and ruled her
for over 100 years.

It was only in 1948 that the Union of
Myanmar won back her independence through
the anti-colonialist spirit, Union Spirit and na-
tional spirit of her national people. The lead-
ers of various national races showed thei
Union Spirit and willingness to live together
in unity by signing an agreement on 12 Febru
ary, 1947, at Panglong in Shan State. Thug,
the day that the Panglong Agreement wa:
signed went down into the history of our na-
tion as the Union Day.

The Union Day is observed every yea
with full political essence and Head of Statq

Senior General Than Shwe sends a message|t

the national brethren of the Union on that day.
In his message to the 57th Anniversary of th
Union Day, the Head of State reiterated tha
the seven-point future policy programme al-
ready declared by the State is the only way t@
a discipline-flourishing, modern and developed
democracy. Therefore, he exhorted the nationg
races who love the Union to walk straight along
the way towards their cherished goal with full
of Union Spirit and national unity.

The Government has succeeded in c4
menting the national unity through the adop-
tion of the national policy — non-disintegra-
tion of the Union, non-disintegration of na-
tional solidarity and perpetuation of sover-
eignty. Realizing the genuine goodwill of the
Government, a total of 17 armed groups ha:
returned to the legal fold and has been putting
their energies into their respective regiona
development tasks. The Government has stif
kept the door open for the remaining armed
groups, holding out an olive branch to them,

At a time when the Government is mak-|
ing every endeavour for the emergence of h
new democratic nation, we would like to call|
upon the entire national people to work
together unitedly in the long-term interest of
Lthe Union as well as in their own.

J

59" Armed Forces Day Objectives

— To strive hand in hand with the people for success-
ful realization of the State’s seven-point policy pro-
gramme.

— To crush internal and external destructive elements
hindering the stability and progress of the State
through people’s militia strategy

— To implement border area development tasks and
the five rural development tasks hand in hand with
the entire people

— To build up a strong and efficient Tatmadaw to
uphold ‘Our Three Main National Causes’

DHome Affairs Col Tin

Ministers enjoy Diplomatic Htamane Festival

YancoN, 12 Feb—
In order to enhance friend-
ship and mutual understand-
ing with the diplomat corps
in Yangon, a new harvest
Htamane feast was jointly
held by the Ministry of
Foreign  Affairs and
Myanmar ASEAN Wom-
en’s Friendship Association
at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Thantaman Street
in Dagon Township today.
Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Win Aung and wife Daw
San Yon, Minister for

Hlaing and wife Daw Khin
Hla Hla, Deputy Ministers

£
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The New Harvest Htamane Feast in progressm

for Foreign Affairs and dip-
lomats were present on the
occasion. The month of
Tabodwe which falls in
February is the eleventh
month of Myanmar lunar
calendar. It is also the time
when the first crops begin
to appear. So, the Htamane

Festival can be regarded as
sort of a new harvest festi-
val of Myanmar nationals.

Htamane is a sa-
voury food prepared with a
special recipe of glutinous
rice and other ingredients
such as oil, ginger, coconut
kernel, sesame seeds, pea-

nuts and salt. Htamane mak-
ing is usually done outdoors
collectively, mostly by
young men taking turns to
stir the sticky food by large
wooden ladles in a concave
cast-iron pot, resembling a
gigantic work. The feast was
held for the second time as

the first of its kind, Diplo-
matic Htamane Festival, was
celebrated in the preceding
year. This jolly fete, the New
Harvest Htamane Feast, has
become the second annual
get-together event for the
diplomatic corps in Yangon.

MNA

communique on establishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween the Union of Myanmar and Ireland at the office of
the Myanmar Ambassador to Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur
at 3 pm on 10 February. Present on the occasion were
Myanmar Ambassador to Malaysia U Hla Maung and staff
of the embassy, Ambassador of Ireland to Malaysia Mr
Daniel Mulhall and Deputy Minister Counsellor Mr
Michael Smith. Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador U
Hla Maung said that it is pleasure for establishment of
diplomatic relations between the two countries due to a
historic undertaking. He believed that more friendly rela-
tions and cooperation would be promoted between gov-
ernments and peoples of the two countries.

The Ireland Ambassador also made a speech. He
said that he was pleased with establishing diplomatic re-
lations between the two countries. He hope to cooperate
economic, trade, culture and other sectors between

Bt o3

Ambassador U Hla Maung and Ambassador Mr Daniel

Joint Communique for establishment of Myanmar-Ireland diplomatic ties signed

YANGON, 12 Feb— A ceremony to sign the joint

Mulhall sign the joint communique. ™NA

Korea’s Mo surges into the lead in Myanmar Open

Tavanrear YANGON, 12
Feb— Ko-
rea's Mo
Joong-kyung
emerged as
the surprise
leader when
he fired a
five-under-par 67 in the
opening round of the US$
200,000 Myanmar Open at
Yangon Golf Club today.
The 32-year-old Mo, who
finished 74th on the money
ranking in Asia last season,
enjoyed a superb start in his
first tournament of the year
with six birdies and a lone
bogey and leads by one shot
over Canadian veteran Rick
Gibson, South Africa’s
Craig Kamps and Austral-
ian rookie Alistair Presnell.
Thailand’s  Thongchai
Jaidee, Asia’s number one

Y

in 2001, and Prayad
Marksaeng carded identical
69s for equal the fifth place
alongside China (Taipei)’s
Lin Wen-ko, Akinori Tani
of Japan and American duo
Andrew Pitts and Gary
Rusnak.

Local  favourite
Aung Win scored a magi-
cal hole-in-one en-route to
a 71 as he led the home
challenge. Win, who has
contended for the Myanmar
Open title in the past two
years, achieved the feat with
an eight iron on his second
hole of the day, the 162-
yard 11th. The ace sparked
Win to make the turn in 32
but with high expectations
from the gallery that fol-
lowed his group, he doubled
bogeyed the par five sixth
hole and dropped another

shot on the seventh. “That
was my career’s fifth ace in
tournament play. It took one
bounce and dropped into the
hole”, said Win, who has
finished tied third and equal
sixth in the last two years.

The Pro-Am of
Myanmar Open golf tour
was held at Yangon Golf
Club in Danyingon on 11
February. Present on the
occasion were Chairman of
Myanmar Olympic Com-
mittee Minister for Sports
Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint,
Myanmar Professional
Golfers Association and
Myanmar Golf Federation
President Maj-Gen Win
Hlaing, Chairman of
Rothmans Myanmar Hold-
ings Pte Ltd Mr Fred
Combe, Managing Director
Mr Arend Ng and officials

of Rothmans of Pall Mall
Myanmar Pte Ltd and golf
fans.

In the evening, din-
ner was hosted to the par-
ticipants and officials pre-
sented prizes to the winners.

C g

Aung Win who scores th
ace. —MGF

The two Ambassadors exchange the documente\—

Myanmar and Ireland.
Next, the two Ambassadors signed the joint com-
munique and exchanged documents. — MNA

Kite-flying contest in Bagan

YANGON, 12 Feb — Myanmar Traditional Sports
Federation of the Ministry of Sports will hold the tradi-
tional kite-flying contest in Bagan region in the last week
of March. Ministry of Hotels and Tourism will render
assistance to the organizer.

President of the federation Daw Mi Mi Khin and
executives and kite-flying experts will leave Yangon for
Bagan on 13 February to choose sites and make arrange-
ments for the competitions in advance. The experts will
disseminate the kite-flying techniques to the participants

€ (under-12 school boys and girls) in accord with the rules

prescribed by the federation. — MNA
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Deadly attacks in Iraq since March 20

BacHpAD, 12 Feb—Some of the deadly bombing attacks in Iraq since the war began March 20. President Bu
declared major combat over 1 May.

—Feb 11: A suicide attacker blows
up a car packed with explosives in a
crowd of Iraqis waiting outside an army
recruiting centre in Baghdad, killing
47 people.

—Feb 10: A suicide bomber ex-
plodes atruckload of explosives outside
apolice stationin Iskandariyah, 30 miles
south of Baghdad, killing 53 people.

—Feb 1: Twin suicide bombers kill
109 people in two Kurdish party of-
fices in the northern city of Irbil.

—Jan 31: At least nine killed, 45
wounded by car bomb outside police
station in the northern city of Mosul.

—Jan 18: Suicide car bombing near
main gate to U.S.-led coalition’s head-
quarters in Baghdad kills at least 18
people.

—Jan 17: Roadside bomb explodes
near Baghdad, killing three US sol-
diers and two Iraqi civil defence troop-

ers. US death toll reaches 500 with
bombing.

—Dec 31, 2003: Car bomb rips
throughrestaurantholding New Year’s
Eve party, killing eight Iraqis and
wounding 35.

—Dec 14: Suspected suicide
bomber detonates explosives in car
outside police station in Khaldiyah,
killing at least 17, wounding 33.

—Nov 22: Car bombs hit two po-
lice stations northeast of Baghdad, kill-
ing at least 12 Iraqis.

—Nov 20: Truck bomb explodes
near Kurdish party office in northern
oil city of Kirkuk, killing five people,
wounding 30. Local officials blame
Islamic extremists linked to al-Qaida.

—Nov 12: Suicide truck bomber
attacks headquarters of Italy’s para-
military police in southern city of
Nasiriyah, killing more than 30 peo-

ple, including 19 Italians.

—Oct 27: Four suicide bombings
target international Red Cross head-
quarters and four Iraqi police stations in
Baghdad, killing 40 people, mostly
Iraqgis.

—Oct 9: Suicide bomber drives
Oldsmobile into police station in Bagh-
dad’s Sadr City district, killing nine
Iraqis.

—Aug 29: Car bomb explodes out-
side mosque in Shiite Muslim holy city
of Najaf, killing more than 85 people,
including Shiite leader Ayatollah
Mohammed Bagqir al-Hakim.

—Aug 19: Truck bomber strikes
UN headquarters in Baghdad, killing
22, including top UN envoy to Iraq,
Sergio Vieira de Mello.

—Aug 7: Car bomb explodes
outside Jordanian Embassy, killing 19,
including two children. —Internet

First carrier-pigeon
contest heldin Iraq

BacHDAD, 12 Feb— A carrier-pigeon competition
was held in Samawa, 280 kilometres south of Baghdad.

The contest was organized by those interested in raising
pigeons, and about 63 birds participated in the competition,
local Azzamamewspaper reported on Tuesday.

The pigeons were released from different parts of Iraq
and their task was to head back to Samawah.

Ghassan Ali, whose bird was released from Tikrit, 160
kilometres north of Baghdad and also Saddam’s hometown,
claimed the first title.

The second place went to Talib Naji, who released 22
birds from Baghdad, and the third place went to Sayid
Kareem, who released 11 birds from Hilla, 100 kilometres
south of Baghdad. Holding such an event, though simple,
was widely considered as a step toward restoring normal life
in postwar Iraq.— MNA/Xinhua
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Two US
soldiers inspect
parts of the
car bomb that
exploded in
Baghdad
on 11 Feb,
2004.

INTERNET
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department said.

tary.

bered 408.

535 US service members killed since
beginning of military operations in Iraq

BacHpAD,12 Feb—As of Wednesday, 11 Feb, 535 US service members have died dince
the beginning of military operations in Irag, according to the Department of Defence. §
those, 372 died as a result of hostile action and 163 died of non-hostile causes,

The British military has reported 57 deaths;
Italy, 17; Spain, eight; Bulgaria, five; others,
two; Denmark, Ukraine and Poland have re-
ported one each. Since May 1, when President
Bush declared that major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 397 US soldiers have died

— 257 as aresult of hostile action and 140
of non-hostile causes, according to the mili-

Since the start of military operations, 2,621
US service members have been injured as a
result of hostile action, according to the De-
fence Department. Non-hostile injured num-

the

The latest death reported by the military:

—No new deaths reported. Identifications
reported by the military:

—Air Force Master Sgt. Jude C Mariano,
39, Vallejo, Calif.; died Tuesday in Doha,
Qatar, of injuries from a vehicle accident;
assigned to the 615th Air Mobility Operations
Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

—Army Sgt. Thomas D. Robbins, 27,
Schenectady, N.Y.; killed Monday in Sinjar,
Iraq when munitions exploded; assigned to
Troop A, Ist Squadron, 14th Cavalry Regi-
ment (Stryker), Fort Lewis, Wash.

Internet

i

Chinese Stéte_Cbunci llor
meets Vanuatu FM

HK becoming ideal business platform for investors

Hone Kong, 12 Feb—Hong Kong Secretary for Economic Development an dto hOI d
Labour Stephen Ip said Tuesday Hong Kong is an ideal business platform for bo
international and Mainland investors.

| ndonesia

trade expo

Beuing, 12 Feb — Chinese State Councillor Tang
Jiaxuan said here Tuesday that China will make joint
efforts with Vanuatu for greater development of
bilateral relations.

Tang made the remarks during a meeting with visiting
Foreign Minister of Vanuatu Moana Carcasses, who is here
on an official visit to China at the invitation of Chinese
Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing.

Tang pointed to the rapid growth of bilateral ties with
remarkable achievements made since the two countries

Officiating at the 10th
Asian International Exhibi-
tion of Hospitality Equip-
ment, Supplies and Techno-
logy, Food and Drink
(HOFEX 2004) opening
ceremony, Stephen Ip said
Hong Kong is strategically
located as the gateway to the
Chinese Mainland with a

very dynamic, innovative
and efficient business com-
munity.

Sharing similar culture
with the Chinese Mainland,
Hong Kong is the ideal stra-
tegic base and testing ground
for international suppliers
who wish to launch pro-
ducts on the Mainland, ac-

cording to Ip.

He said that Hong Kong
will surely provide the best
platform for those suppliers
who are looking for business
opportunities in the Mainland
market and those thinking of
promoting and selling Chi-
nese products ininternational
markets. — MNA/Xinhua

forged diplomatic ties over two decades ago.

He said China attaches great importance to its relations
with Vanuatu and bilateral exchanges in economy, trade,
agriculture, culture, education, health work and sports have
continuously expanded.—MNA/Xinhua

Cultural relics of west China
to be exhibited in Japan

Xi'an, 12 Feb — A number of precious cultural relics
belonging to Xi'an, capital of northwest China’s Shaanxi
Province, will be exhibited in Japan later this year,
sources with the Shaanxi Bureau of Cultural Heritage
said Tuesday.

The exhibition is co-sponsored by the Shaanxi Bureau of
Cultural Heritage, Xi’an Bureau of Gardens and Cultural
Heritage and the Japanese city Niigata, 300 kilometres
northwest to Tokyo.

The display, to be held at the historical museum and art
gallery of Niigata, will last 40 days from September to
October, according to an agreement between the two sides.

MNA/Xinhua
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An Iraqi doctor corﬁforts acrying man after he identified the body of a relative in the p
lot of the over-flowing morgue at a hospital in central Baghdad on 11 Feb,-2D@4rNET

in UAE

JAKARTA, 12 Feb— The
National Agency for
Export Development
(BPEN) will hold a trade
exhibition in the United
Arab Emirates in a bid
to boost the country’s
exports to new markets.

The exhibition, to be
held from September 13-17
in the city of Sharja, will
be the second Indonesian
expo in the city.

“We have to be more
aggressive in entering
non-traditional markets.
They have the potential of
becoming important trade
partners,” chairwoman
of BPEN Diah Maulida
was quoted Wednesday
by The Jakarta Posts
saying.

Diah said Indonesia’s
traditional markets such as
the United States, European
Union and Japan had
issued trade restrictions that
local exporters could not

irtl;‘égﬂy comply with.

MNA/Xinhua
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Brazil to reopen Baghdad
embassy soon

Turkey to increase trade with
Iraq to $1.5b in 2004

BrasiLia (Brazil), 12 Feb
—Brazil plans soon toreopen
itsembassy in Baghdad aftera
13-year hiatus to take
advantage of commercial
opportunities as Iraq rebuilds
from war, a Brazilian official
said on Wednesday.

Brazil opposed the US-
led invasion to oust Saddam
Hussein, and the violence in
postwar Iraq hit home when
the head of the UN mission
there, Brazilian Sergio Vieira
deMello, waskilledinabomb
attack last August.

The official said the
South American nation
wanted to take advantage of
the decision by the US
occupying power to open up
contracts to foreign bidders.

No date has been set for
the embassy opening and a
team will travel to Iraq, still
afflicted by daily bloodshed,
to assess the security situation.

Brazil closedits embassy
in Baghdad after the Gulf War
in 1991 and conducted
relations through its mission
in Jordan. — MNA/Reuters

ANKARA, 12 Feb — A
Turkish official said Tuesday
that Turkey aims to increase
trade volume with neighbour-
ing Iraq to 1.5 billion US dol-
lars in 2004 from about 980
million dollars in 2003.

Rifat Hisarciklioglu, the
Chairman of Union of
Chambers and Commodity
Exchangesof Turkey (TOBB),
made the remarks at a Press
conferenceafterhis visittoIraq
on Sunday. Hisarciklioglu
listed some of their demands
during talks with Iraqgi officials,

suchasending fee collectionin
Ibrahim Al Halil Border Gate

in the north of Iraq, starting
constructionofasecond border
gate to Iraq in Ovakoy as soon
as possible and forming truck
parks in four Iraqi cities of
Mosul, Baiji, Baghdad and
Kirkuk.

The two sides have
reached an agreement for
Turkish and Iraqi contractors
and transporters to meetin Iraq
on March 13-14, the TOBB
chairman said.

MNA/Xinhua

Annan
likely to
visit Japan
in late
February

Tokyo, 12 Feb— UN
Secretary-General Kofi
Annanis likely to visit Japan

Car bomb kills up to 25 at new Iraqi Army centre

BagHpAD, 12 Feb — A car bomb exploded at a recruiting facility of the new Iraq
Army in central Baghdad on Wednesday, killing up to 25 people, the US military

said.

“A car bomb exploded
at the new Iraqi Army re-
cruiting facility in Baghdad
at around 7:40 am (0440
GMT). Between 20 to 25
people are known to have
been killed,” a US spokes-
man said.

Witnesses said US

troops cordoned off the area
known as Muthana Airport,
a small air facility aban-
doned for decades but re-
cently used by the new Iraqi
Army.

Offices of a fundamen-
talist Shiite Muslim group
are situated nearby.

It was the second bloody
car bomb attack against Ira-
qis working with US occu-
pation forces in 24 hours.
Around 50 people were
killed in a similar attack on
Tuesday outside a police sta-
tion south of Baghdad.

MNA/Reuters

A US soldier is backed up by a Bradley fighting vehicle

during a foot patrol through the streets of Tikrit, north of

Baghdad, on 11 Feb,2004INTERNET

late this month for talks on
United Nations reform and
Iraq, a Japanese newspaper
said on Wednesday.

Annan is likely to visit
Japan sometime after Febru-
ary 20 and meet with Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi
as well as Foreign Minister
Yoriko Kawaguchi, the
Yomiuri Shimbudaily said,
quoting a senior Foreign
Ministry official.

Koizumi is likely to seek
cooperation for UN reforms
thatJapan is calling for, such
as increasing the number of
members in the UN Security
Council and reviewing the
share each member country
pays as dues to the United
Nations, Yomiurisaid.

Japanese officials will
also urge the United Nations
to play a suitable role in the
planned hand over of power
by the US-led Coalition Pro-
visional Authority to Iraqis,
the paper said.

Foreign Ministry offi-
cials were not immediately
available to comment.

MNA/Reuters

Pentagon says 3 month

in Iraq cost $14b

WasHINGTON, 12 Feb— The ongoing war in Iraq cos|
about $4 billion in September, spiked to $7 billion in
October and hit just under $3 billion in November, the
Pentagon said Wednesday in its latest report on ho
much the military operation costs.

That amounted to roughly $14 billion spent on US
military operations in Iraq over the three-month period late
last year, the latest figures available, said Dov Zakheim, the
Pentagon’s chief financial official.

He said analysts were trying to determine why the costs
spiked in October.

Officials previously had said the occupation of Iraq is
costing $1 billion a week.

Zakheim also sought to allay concerns, expressed by top
military chiefs to a congressional committee Tuesday, that
the Pentagon would run out of money to finance the efforts.

The Iraq war and occupation, along with the ongoing
operations in Afghanistan, are being paid for through sup-
plemental spending bills that are approved by Congress
outside of the regular budget process.

Already, Congress has approved $166 billion for those
operations. The Pentagon has said it does not expect the
Bush administration to seek another spending bill until
January 2005, but the chiefs of the Army, Air Force and
Marine Corps suggested Tuesday that money will run out by
the end of September.

Internet
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F Wednesday’s attack

in Baghdad, an Oldsmobile

acked with 300 to 500
pounds of explosives drove
up to a crowd of Iraqis wait-
ing outside an army recruit-
ment centre — only a few
blocks from the heavily for-
tified Green Zone, head-
quarters of the US adminis-
tration.

The driver detonated the
explosives, killing 47 peo-
ple and wounding 55, the
US-led coalition said. The

Second Irag bombing pushes deaths to 100

BacHDAD, 12 Feb—A second suicide bombing in as many days killed up to 47 people

Wednesday, pushing the toll in the back-to-back attacks to 100. Again, Iragis were the
targets — this time, a crowd of volunteers for Iraq’s new army — in an apparent

Iraqi Interior Ministry put
the toll at 46 dead.

The aim Wednesday was
clearly to kill Iraqis work-
ing with the US-led coali-
tion, rather than a particular
religious group, because the
crowd was likely a mix of
Sunnis and Shiites.

But the suicide bomb-
ing Tuesday targeted a
mostly  Shiite town,
Iskandariyah, south of the
capital. A truck carrying a
similar amount of explo-

campaign to wreck US plans to transfer power by summer.

sives blew up outside a po-
lice station, killing 53 Ira-
qis, including would-be re-
cruits lined up to apply for
jobs.

There was no claim of
responsibility for the rare
consecutive attacks, but
Maj General Charles H
Swannack Jr, commander
of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, said he saw a connec-
tion between al-Zarqawi —
and his memo — and the
recentbombings. —Internet

The council will advise
the government and the po-
lice on formulating anti-
crime policies.

The council will esta-
blish citizens committees
which will seek public co-

Iraqi job seekers wait to be picked up to a construction site for a one or two-day j
central market in Samawah, 370 kilometres (230 miles) southeast of Baghdad,
on 11 Feb, 2004-INTERNET

operation for gathering in-
formation on crime and for
preventing crime.

Each citizen committee

will comprise 15 to 20 repre-

sentatives drawn from the
area’s places of worship, po-
lice stations, non-govern-
mental organizations and pro-
fessionals. Atameeting held
atthe Presidential Secretariat
on Tuesday, President
Kumaratunga explained the
political and socio-economic
factors behind the increasing
crime rates in the country and
urged police to take urgent

Kumaratunga appoints council for curbing crime

CoLomBo, 12 Feb— President Chandrika Kumaratunga has appointed a
13-member National Advisory Council for curbing the rising crime rate in the
country, the official Daily News said on Wednesday.

action to tackle the rising
crime wave.

She expressed the hope
that these committees would
be vital for fighting crime.

The appointment of the
council came after President
Kumaratunga dissolved Par-
liamentand called a snap par-
liamentary election on April
2 on Saturday last week.

MNA/Xinhua

Xiaochuan.

of China on Tuesday.

obAtou.
raqg,

Zhou reiterated that China would pur-
suea “stable and healthy” monetary policy
at an annual meeting of the People’s Bank

Both the narrow money M1, including
money in circulation and demand depos-
its of enterprises, and the broad money
M2, including money circulation and all
deposits, are hoped to increase a year-on-
year 17 per cent in 2004, according to

And all financial institutions in China

in 2003.

China to allow money supply, credit
loans in 2004

Bewing,12 Feb — China will allow money supply and credit loans to keep
growing at an appropriate pace in 2004, according to central bank governor Zhou

are allowed to grant a combined 313.25-
billion-US-dollar more loans this year than

Zhou vowed to take various measures
to make financial macro-control more
scientific, farsighted and effective and con-
trol the aggregate amount of money supply
and credit loans with monetary tools.The
role of interest rates should be further
promoted and efforts should be made to
optimize the distribution of loans and miti-
gate credit risks, he said.—MNA/Xinhua
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Five Spanish soldiers on patro
wounded in Iraqg

MabriD, 12 Feb—Five Spanish soldiers on patrol in Iraq were wounded on Wednesday when an explosive device
thrown at them, Spain’s Defence Ministry said.

The soldiers were return-
ing on foot to their base in
Diwaniya, 110 miles south
of Baghdad, when the de-
vice was lobbed from abuild-
ing, the ministry said in a
statement.

Three of the soldiers suf-
fered shrapnel wounds while
two others suffered grazes
or hearing damage, it said,
adding that none of the in-
jured was in serious condi-
tion.

One soldier had already
been released from hospital
while the others were under
observation, the statement
said.

AnTraqi interpreter also
suffered hearing damage.

Local police detained
two Iraqi suspects, it added.

Spain, which has sent
1,300 soldiers to Iraq fol-
lowing last year’s US-led
invasion, has suffered
several military casualties.

A Spanish police com-
mander shotin the head while
serving in Iraq last month
died from his injuries last
week.

Seven intelligence
agents died in an ambush
last November. Another
Spanish agent was shot dead
outside his Baghdad home
in October and a naval cap-
taindied in the Augustbomb-
ing of the UN headquarters
in the Iraqi capital.

Spain’s Prime Minister
Jose Maria Aznar was a firm
supporter of the US-led war,
despite overwhelming pub-
lic opposition.

He is not standing for
reelection in the March 14
general election but recent
opinion polls give his cen-
tre-right Popular Party a
comfortable lead over the
Socialists, who opposed the
war.

MNA/Reuters

waslfagi newspaper not go to

press because of fire attack

BacHpAD, 12 Feb—Al Sabah, an Iragi newspaper
which speaks for the US-coalition authority, was not
published Wednesday morning as usual as its headquar-
ters suffered a big fire Tuesday night.

“The newspaper will be distribute at a later time today,
because the fire took place at the paper storage rooms only,”

a worker at the newspaper told Xinhua,without mentioning
if the fire was caused by an attack.

The reason for the fire is not known yet, but the London
Radio said in its morning Arabic bulletin on Wednesday that
the building suffered an armed attack that caused damage to
the building.

MNA/Xinhua

US-funded construction deals

in Iraq still limited

WasHINGTON, 12 Feb—The United States has opened up six billion US dollars in prime
contracts in Iraq to all countries but US-funded construction deals are still limited to
nations that supported the US war effort, a US Government Web site said on Wednesday.

An Iraqi girl lies in the Central Children’s Hospital in Baghdad, capital of Irag, on
Feb, 2004. The hospital, the largest of its kind in the capital, offers free medic

treatment for the poverty-ridden childreRINTERNET

In anotice on an Iraq procurement Web
site (www.rebuilding-iraq.net), companies
from all countries were invited to apply for
new non-construction contracts, with the
exception of a 327-million-US-dollar con-
tract for the Iraqi Army.

“All countries are also eligible to com-
pete as prime and or subcontractors for the
six-billion-US-dollar non-construction con-
tract efforts,” the notice said.

The new contracts, which will be rolled
out over the next few months, will range
from equipment and training to a range of
other services.

Atthe end of last year, the United States
alienated many allies who had opposed

[LWashington’s decision to occupy Iraq with-
abut UN approval by announcing that all
prime deals to rebuild Iraq would go to

countries that supported the effort to topple
Saddam Hussein.

Trading partners France, Canada, Ger-
many and Russia, whose companies could
bid only on lesser subcontracts, were par-
ticularly angered by the decision. The White
House later appeared to row back on the
move and said Canada could apply for future
prime work.

Bidding closed last week for five billion
US dollar’, worth of prime construction con-
tracts in Iraq funded by the 18.6 billion US
dollars appropriated by Congress for Iraq’s
reconstruction.

Companies from 63 eligible countries
were allowed to bid on that work, which
involved 17 major construction contracts
and project management deals to oversee the
work.—MNA/Reuters

WTO states admit
Iraq as observer

GENEVA, 12 Feb —World Trade Organization (WTO)
countries on Wednesday admitted Iraq’s interim adminis-|
tration as an observer in the body.

The Iraqi request, filed last month with warm backing
from Washington, was accepted without a dissenting voice
at a meeting of the 146-nation trade body’s ruling General
Council.

“This is an important step for Iraq towards integration
into the global economy,” Iragi trade official Ahmad al-
Mukhtar told the Council, according to diplomats in the
meeting.

The decision, which puts the US-installed administra-
tion in Baghdad on a level with the Vatican as a non-voting
observer, was welcomed by other WTO members including

WHO confirms no human-to

human bird flu infection

WasHiINGTON, 12 Feb—The World Health Organization confirmed on Wednesday thay
new genetic tests showed no evidence a deadly bird flu that has killed 14 people was p

from person to person.

It said DNA tests on a
23-year-old Vietnamese
woman whodied of the HSN'1
poultry influenza virus
showed no evidence she
caught it from her sister, who
also died. WHO originally
reported the results last week
but then recalled them, say-
ing they had in fact tested a
different woman.

Earthquake

jolts Amman
AMMAN, 12 Feb— An
earthquake occurred at about

“WHO has today re-
ceived theresults fromastudy
of virus isolated from a 23-
year-old woman who is part
of a family cluster in Viet-
nam under investigation as
the first possible instance of
human-to-human transmis-
sion,” WHO said in a state-
ment posted on its Web site
at http://www/who.int.

“Virus genetic material
from this woman, as for the
other case in this cluster, is of
avian origin and contains no
human influenza genes.”

Experts say the bird flu
virus must mutate before it
can be passed easily from
person to person, although
people can clearly catch it
from birds.—MNA/Reuters

10:15 am (GMT 0415) on
S dnesday morning, hitting

Jordan’s capital city of Am-

man and some other cities.

The Jordanian Royal
Geographical Centre told
Xinhuathat the quake magni-
tude was at5.9 onopen-ended
Richter Scale.

In Sahab City, 10 kilo-
metres east of Amman, some
factories witnessed power
failure because of the earth-
quake, a local source told

the European Union.—MNA/Reuters

Finnish millionaire hit
with record speeding fine

Hewsink, 12 Feb—One of Finland’s richest men has
been fined arecord 170,000 euros for speeding throughtt
centre of the capital, police said on Tuesday.

Jussi Salonoja, 27, heir to
his family’s sausage business,
was caught driving 50 miles
per hour in a 25mph zone last
Thursday, the police said.

Finnish traffic fines vary
according to the offender’s
income and, according to tax
office data, Salonoja’s 2002
earnings were close to seven
million euros. The final pen-
alty could still change when
the caseis eventually heard by
a Helsinki court, as was the

case with Nokia executive
Anssi  Vanjoki, whose
116,000-euro speeding fine
was slashed by 95 per cent in
2002 due to a drop in income.
If Salonoja’s penalty
stands, it will beat a speeding
fine of more than 80,000 euros
paid by Internet millionaire
Jaakko Rytsola in 2000, and
the 35,000-euro fine imposed
onNokiaPresident Pekka Ala-
Pietila in 2001 for running a
red light—MNA/Reuters

Xinhua. Meanwhile, Israeli
local TV also reported in the
morning that a feeble shock
raided Israel at local time
10:20 am (0820 GMT),
no damage reported imme-
diately.

The earthquake measur-

ing 4.5 Richter Scale rum-
bled for several seconds
throughout Israel.
Palestinian witnesses
alsoreported thatalightearth-
quake that lasted for five se-
conds hit Gaza City and other
towns and villages in the
Gaza Strip on Wednesday
morning. It caused no inju-
RIMESr damages, but created a

Yamuna in New Delhi. Riester from Oakland Zoo in California, uses a technique @f,tus of fear and horror

‘touch healing’ and works on an animal for anything between 15 minutes and an

to assess animals’ stress leveldNTERNET

NAkong Gaza Strip population,
they said.—MNA/Xinhua
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Iraq under US and allies’ occupation
Monthly death of US and allies forces in Iraq

4 \ —_—
. L L — i
US andits allies invaded Irag on 20 March e Iraqi youths look at a

) . . [‘. . ) burned out car south o
2003. Following the invasion, amed attacks SaE e " Baghdad on 30 Nov,

2003, the day after a
deadly attack on

againstUS-led coalition forces bylraqi gueril-

las increasedand the invasion forces havé )
Spanish troops. Seve

been suffering great casualty. Spanish intelligence

\ y agents were killed in

Iraqg in an attack with

US and allies military fatalities: By Month: rocket-propelled

Period us UK | Other| Total grenades and assault
y e ’ 5 rifles on their unmarked
3-2003 65 27 0 N | Ak b e vehicles south of
4-2003 73 6 0 79 The Italian Carabinieri base in the southern Iragi town of Nassiriya lies destroyed by a Baghdad
5.2003 37 4 0 41 car bomb on 12 Nov, 2003. A total of 16 Italian servicemen were killed in the attack. aghadad.
6-2003 29 6 0| 35 j = | W = 9 ii. {E [
7-2003 46 1 0 47 - - . .
Debris lies scattered on - el R
8-2003 35 6 2 43 the ground at the
9-2003 31 1 1 33 entrance to a US militar]
10-2003 42 1 2 45 barracks after an attack
11-2003 81 1 27 109 in Talafar, Iraq on 9
12-2003 40 0 8 48 December, 2003. A
1- 2004 45 5 0 50 suicide bomber wounde
22004 11 1 1 7 41 US soldiers in an
attack on the military
Total 535 59 41 635 base in northern Irag.

US soldiers secure the area in Karbala, about 110 kms south of Baghdad, Iraq,
where guerillas unleashed a massive and coordinated assault on a pair of military
bases and the governor's office on 27 Dec, 2003, killing four coalition soldiers.

on 9 November 2003. The scene of the incident north of Baghdad in which three US soldiers were killed

Smoke billows from a US Bradley fighting vehicle following an attack near FanAj
on 13 November 2003.
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Hailing the 57" Anniversary Union Day:
Development images of Yangon Division in the time of

the State Peace and Development Council

Myanmar Maritime University.

J

The four-storey new lecture
DeVSeIOtpment 1988| 2004 hall of Yangon Institute of
ector Economics.
Agriculture
Irrigation facility - 12
Water pumping station - 18
Underground water
tapping station - 500
Tube-well - 5000
Transport
Tarred road (mile) 13635 18112
Gravel road 121 210
Earth road (mile) 20 182
Bridge (above 180 feet) 3 23
Bridge being built - 5
Communication
Post office 38 101
Telegraph office 8 48
Auto-exchange 4 37
Radio auto-exchange - 2
gg;‘/‘&f tellep}?one station - ; Maha Bandool Bridge linking|
telephone station -
GSM telephone station - 18 Pazundaung and Dawbon
Microwave station 9 20 Townships.
E .

The National Poison Control

Development

Centre has emerged to prevent 1988 2004
the poisoning due to chemical Sector
and biological elements an Industry
radiation. Industrial zone - 10
Factory & mill - 5960
Electric power
More megawatt generated - 398
Information
TV retransmission station 1 2
IPRD office - 45
Library - 45
Education
il i i ee. T P NE Basic education school | 2373 2644
=B bl ﬂw’ "_‘. E.l . e Multimedia teaching centre - 165
o B N University, college 10 31
Health
R Hospital 36 65
T . i - Traditional hospital - 1
o B ' - Regional health centre 23 28

Hllnethaya Industrial Zone.
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Golden

N
Marching toward
Landln

Unity is strength _

n!."

S
E Hailing the 57th Anniversary Union Day:

ple’s standard of living
will improve only when
a modern industrialized
nation can be built, the
Government places em-
phasis on the develop-
ment of State-owned as
well as private-owned
industrial sectors.

In the first place, the
Government had scat-
tered industries gathered
and industrial zones es-
tablished in respective
states and divisions. As
a result, there have
emerged 19 industrial
zones in the country. At

A tractor assembled by a factory of the Myanma Agricultural Machingery
L Industries. j

N

Let's march towards a new modern industrialized
nation through the strength of national solidarity

Towards a modern

industrialized nation
Efforts are under
way to turn the Union of
Myanmar into a modern
industrialized nation. In
the past, the country had
been reduced to ashes
on of the

account

tion efforts.

The ill legacy the
colonialists planted had
lasted from the feudal
era to the 1988 unrest,
causing a lot of troubles
continuously.

To put back on the
right track the State’s

the same time, the Gov- As part of efforts | establishment of a |their hearts. As a result,
ernment also established | being made to keep | modern industrialized |the industrial sector is
Myanma industrial de- | abreast of the fast-chang- | nation. now improving.

velopment banks to pro-
vide capital to industri-
alists so as to be able to
avoid the slowness of in-
dustrial growth because
of insufficient capital.

If the development
condition of the indus-
trial sector of the State
is studied, 9.0 percent in-
creased in the first five-
year short-term plan,

Maung Maung Soe Aung

With this end in
view, the entire national

ing science and technol-

ogy development of the
world, the Myanmar
Maritime University and
the Myanmar Aerospace
Engineering University
in addition to technologi-
cal universities, compu-
ter universities, govern-
ment technological col-
leges, government com-
puter colleges were
] A | opened to ensure an easy
i | ? | access to advanced tech-

’ _ " ] g : nologies.
: 08 e . Only when highly-
fi A P ol A ~ qualified and well-
h.!-'!il ?.}'}’bﬂ. :‘;'H i Rt 3 i rounded human re-
A combined harvester manufactured by the Myanma Agncultural Machingsyrces across the Union
Industries under the Ministry of Industry-2. can be created will

there be success in the

-l

people therefore join
hands with the Govern-
ment to reach that goal.
Hydel power projects,
both completed ones and
those under construction,
as well as the wealth of
water and land resources
are of great importance
for building an industri-
alized nation.

At a time when the
Government is striving
for all-round develop-
ment in all sectors, State
organizations and private
national entrepreneurs
are cooperating with the
Government with all

10.7 percent in the sec-
ond five-year short-term
plan, and 15 percent in
2001-2002 of the third
five-year short-term plan
and of 18 percent in
2002-2003 up to the end
of December.

As Myanmar is an
agro-based country, it is
striving for an increased
production of advanced
farming equipment to
save time and money in
producing agricultural
goods. In other words, it
is transforming from
manual to mechanized
farming.

colonialists. In order to
counter the invasion of
the colonialists Kanaung
Minthagyi, crown
prince, did endeavour to
establish the country as
an industrialized one in
Konbaung Era by con-
structing more than 50
factories such as coil
moulding factories, arms
factories, weaving facto-
ries, sugarcane mills,
rice mills and so on.
Taking the upper hand,
the colonialists however
undermined the
Myanma industrializa-

economy which was
brought to a halt owing
to the 1988 unrest, the
Government has given
priority to the
infrastructural develop-
ment.

At that time, what
private businessmen un-
dertook was what was
called blacksmith and
lathe machines. Small-
scale industries were
scattered all over the
country and they were
run without much capital
and technical know-how.
Knowing that the peo-

Arrangements have been
made to disburse loans
to them at the fair rate

(See page 9)

of interest.

Apart from these
measures, the State gives
encouragement to the
drive for technological
advancement by con-
ducting relevant courses.

Necessary assistance
is also being provided to
these measures by send-
ing trainees to foreign
countries to receive ad-
vanced technologies in
case local technologies are
considered insufficient. L

An Ayeya-1 power-tiller manufactured by the Ministry of Industry-ZJ.
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Myanma Farm Machinery Factory in Inngon Village, Kyaukse.

(from page 8)
The gross domestic
product will rise together
with the development of
the agricultural sector.
Thus, the extended use
of advanced machinery
plays a key role in de-
veloping the sector.
The government has
laid down and is imple-
menting the 24-zone-
development project, ru-
ral development tasks
and the 30-year educa-
tion promotion plan for
progress of all the re-
gions of the Union.
Nowadays, the
highly-qualified human
resources are in the proc-
ess of development.

nized farming has be-
come a must for the na-
tion.

Head of State Senior
General Than Shwe has
given the following
guidelines for the farm
mechanization task:

— to manufacture
machinery that meets the
requirement of the farm-
ers;

— to assemble trac-
tors, harrows and thresh-
ers to reduce time and
cost in cultivation busi-
ness;

— to successfully
manufacture harrows and
threshers that are
actually useful for the
farmers;

Industrial development of the nation

Industries 1988 2004 |
Established
industrial zones - 19
State-owned factories 567 723
Cooperatives 139 157
Private 39159 44749
L Farm industries 153 189

There is a decrease in the
farm workers as the
number of rural children
and youths pursuing edu-
cation is increasing.
Thus, the transformation
from manual to mecha-

— to make coordi-
nation among the minis-
tries, entrepreneurs and
technicians for availabil-
ity of irrigation water,
and extended use of
quality strains, fertilizers

A 500-ton

and farm machinery;

— and to enhance
cooperation among the
departments as it is a
must for the national de-
velopment.

In accord with the
guidance, the Agricul-
tural Mechanization De-
partment is carrying out
the task to manufacture
and distribute farm ma-
chinery, to run farm ma-
chinery rental services,
to reclaim more land and

The

2003, it manufactured
2,560 power-tillers of the
Leya-16 type.

A farm machinery
factory has been opened
at  Ingon village,
Kyaukse Township,
Mandalay Division. Its
target is to manufacture
10,000 power-tillers and
5,000 threshers within a
one-year period.

The department
has launched the mecha-
nized land reclamation

-

Poem

* Green and lush
Every tree is fresh

In mother's bosom
We huddle together
To find happiness
In peace and joy

Same kith and kin

L

Park of the Union

leaves cleave together
Under the cool greenery

Coming from the same womb

Sharing love, we are contents

* Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin
Compete in beauty, Mon, Rakhine
Under billowing clouds, under these
Shan State also, in lovable mien
In this park, the pauk and birdies
All mingle, birdies and the pauk
In a mixture, red and green
All fluttering, is it the pauk or the birdies
All citizens, born of this Union.

Moe Kyaw Tun (Ayeyawady) (Trs)
(In honour of the village of Union Nationals in

Thaketa Township)

velop the border areas.

Agriculture is the
main economy of the
country. It is required to
develop the agricultural
sector in leaps and
bounds to further
strengthen the national

diesel engine factory in Indaga;v; Region, Bago Division.

chinery for agricultural
development in addition
to assembling jeeps,
farm trucks, wagons and
double cabs.

The nation’s in-
dustrial sector is achiev-
ing success at present.

to conduct educational
training courses for ag-
ricultural development.
The department
has targeted to manufac-
ture 60,000 power-tillers
from its four production
factories and one assem-
bling plant. During the
third four months of

.-r:-‘“...

project to cultivate
10 special high-yield
crops including the four
major crops — paddy,
sugarcane, cotton and
edible crops and
industrial crops as
targeted; to extend
opium substitute-crop
cultivation; and to de-

economy.

Thus, harmonious
efforts are being made to
transform from manual
to mechanized farming.
The industrial zones are
manufacturing harrows,
dryers, threshers, power-
tillers, seeders, pumps,
turbines and other ma-

..J‘E-*r_i e ﬂth":: i

cement plant of the Ministry of Industry-1 in Kyaukse Township.

Thus, it is sure
that the nation will
surely become a modern
industrial nation if all the
national races work in
harmony and unison, and
with Union Spirit, under
the leadership of the
State.
(Translation:"KTY+TMT)

armﬂ

.rl-..r::,.r e s ]
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Senior General Than Shwe...

(from page 1)

YanGoN, Comand
Commander, ministers, the
attorney-general, the chief
justice, the auditor-general
and their wives, the chairman
of the Civil Service Selection
and Training Board,
chairman of Yangon City
Development Committee
and wife, members of the
central committee and the
management committee for
observance of the 57th
Anniversary Union Day,
deputy ministers, deputy
attorney-generals, deputy
chief justices, deputy
auditors-general, members
of CSSTB, the vice mayor,
senior military officers of the
Ministry of Defence (Army,
Navy and Air), personnel of
the National Convention
Convening Commission, the
Work Committee for
Convening of National
Convention, the manage
ment committee for
Convening of National
Convention, the director-
general of the State Peace
and Development Council
Office and departmental
officials, rectors and medical
superintendents from general
hospitals, USDA delegates
to Union Day, national
cultural troupes from states
and divisions, police officers
of Myanmar Police Force,
local authorities, responsible
personnel of News and
Periodicals Enterprise,
representatives from foreign
news agencies, Myanmar
Agriculture, Forestry,
Livestock and Fisheries
Technicians Organization,
Myanmar Academics of
Medical Science, Myanma
Historical Commission,
Myanmar Language Com
mission, Myanmar Academy
of Technology, Myanmar
Academy of Arts and
Science, Myanmar War
Veterans Organization,
Myanmar Red Cross Society,
Myanmar Medical Associ-
ation, Myanmar Veteri
narians’ Association, Myan-
marDental Association, Myan
mar Nursing Association
(Central), Myanmar Women’s
Affairs Federation, Myanmar
Maternal and Child Welfare
Association, Child Care
Association, Myanmar Health
Assistants Association, Union
of Myanmar Federation of

Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, Myanmar Rice
Dealers Association,
Myanmar Banks Associ
ation, Myanmar Women
Entrepreneurs Association,
Myanmar Construction
Entrepreneurs Association,
Myanmar Engineering
Society, Myanmar Archaeo
logists Association,
Myanmar Computer Federa
tion, Myanmar Computer
Scientists Association,
Myanmar Computer
Industrialists Association,
Myanmar Computer Enthu
siasts Association, Myanmar
Writers and Journalists
Association, Myanmar
Thabin Asiayon, Myanmar
Music Asiayon, Myanmar
Motion Pictures Asiayon,
Myanmar Floriculturalists
Association, Myanmar
Florists Association,
Myanmar National Work
Committee for Women’s
Affairs, Myanmar Anti-Drug
Association, Myanmar
Garment Entrepreneurs
Association, Myanmar-Thai
Cultural and Economic
Cooperation Association,
ASEAN Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ASEAN-CCI), Myanmar
Edible Oil Dealers Associ
ation, Myanmar Goldsmiths
Association, Myanmar
Tourism Entrepreneurs
Association, Myan mar
Hoteliers  Association,
Myanmar Timber Entrepre
neurs Association, Myanmar
Fisheries Federation, and
other social organizations.
Before and during the dinner,
Myanma modern music
troupe entertained the guests
with music and songs. Union
national races and vocalists
also entertained with songs
to the accompaniment of
Myanma modern music
troupe. Afterthedinner, gold
medalist students of the 11th
Myanma Traditional Cul
tural Performing Arts
Competition, national tradi
tional cultural troupes of
Kachin State, Taninthayi
Division, Chin State, Mon
State, Kayah State, Shan
State, Rakhine State and
Kayin State, and those from
the Fine Arts Department of
the Ministry of Culture also
entertained with a variety of
song dances.

MNA

1 \ :

1]

e

: P P L ’
Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing cordially greet Union Day delegates at the-¢i

r.

il

r Maj-Gen Myint Swe reads out message sent by Senior General Than Shwe to 57th Anniversary Union'FIag Hoisting-Garemony.

Senior General Than Shwe’s message ...

(from page 16)

Master of ceremonies
Secretary of Yangon District
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Myint Kyi
read out the agenda of the
ceremony. Those present
saluted the Flag to the strains
of National Anthem played
by the State Band. Next, the
commander read out the
message sent by Chairman of
the State Peace and

Development Council Senior
General Than Shwe. At 7,50
am, the mayor took out the
flag from the silver bowl on
the dais and carried it. He
then handed it over to YCDC
Secretary Col Myint Aung.

Flanked by Tatmadaw
(Army, Navy and Air) and
police officers, Union
nationals and students, Col
Myint Aung conveyed the
flagand planteditin the silver
bowl on the Union Boat.
Afterwards, the Union Flag,
flanked by Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air) and police
officers, Union nationals and
students, was conveyed from
the People’s Square to City
Hall to stop over one year
period through Pyay Road,
Phonegyi Road, Maha
Bandoola Street and Sule
Pagoda Road. The flag was
accorded a rousing welcome
by local people including

local authorities, social
organizations, departmental
personnel, students,
departmental personnel and
people waving miniature
flags and hoisting flags at
officers, shops and houses. In
front of the City Hall, Col
Myint Aung took out the flag
from the silver bowl and
handed it over to the mayor.
Next, the mayor, flanked by
Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and
Air) and police officers,
Union nationals and USDA
members, conveyed the flag
and planted it in the silver
bowl on the dais in the City
Hall where the flag will be
kept for one year. Later, they

saluted the flag.

Marking the 57th
Anniversary Union Day,
State Flags were hoisted at
officers, parks, roads, bridges,
markets and schools. — MNA

Myanmar-Bangladesh
soccer match to be

screened
YancoN, 12 Feb —
The Myanma Television
will broadcast the first
semi-final match of the first
U-18 BIMST-EC Soccer
Tournament between
Myanmar and Bagladesh
held on 7 Ferbruary at
Phuket, Thailand, at 1 pm

tomorrow. — MNA
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Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspects Heho-Taunglelon section of Meiktila-Taunggyi-Kengtung-Tachilek road

YANGON, 12 Feb — Member of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspected Heho-
Taunglelon section of the Meiktila-Taunggyi-Kengtung-
Tachilek road upgrading project yesterday.

The project is being implemented by Public Works.

At the project briefing hall in Taunglelon, Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe heard a report on progress of work sector-wise pre-
sented by engineers and officials.

Chairman of Shan State Peace and Development Coun-
cil Commander of Eastern Command Maj-Gen Khin
Maung Myint explained section-wise implementation of
the project, distribution of heavy machinery and priority

sectors.

In response to the presentations, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe
said in accord with the guidance of the Head of State, the
Meiktila-Taunggyi-Kengtung-Tachilek road has been up-
graded to a facility on which cars can drive at a minimum
speed of 40 miles per hour.

Thus, efforts should be made to reinforce its founda-
tion, smoothen and widen its surface and ensures safety
of the traffic. The staff of the project are required to carry
out their work with goodwill and use the machinery most
effectively.

Accompanied by officials, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe in-

spected tarring and the task to widen the surface at the
section between mile post 97 and 98, saying the facility
should meet its required standard.

He then inspected the poultry farm of the No 55 Light
Infantry Division in Heho. At the briefing hall, officials
reported to him on pig breeding, plans to raise chicken,
digging of ponds for fish farming and paddy, beans and
pulses and seasonal crops cultivation.

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspected crop samples of rice,
beans and pulses, corn, sunflower at the hall and the poultry
farm, speaking of the need to strive for the success of the
farm. — MNA

MWAF meets Magway
Division Organization for
Women'’s Affairs

YANGON, 12 Feb — Myanmar Women’s Affairs Fed-
eration met with Magway Division Organization for
Women’s Affairs in Magway on 10 February.

Vice-president of MWAF Dr Daw May May Yi said
the federation was founded on 20 December 2003 with
the aim of developing the womenfolk, applying the
strength of the womenfolk in the nation-building task,
and ensuring security for women. It is a non-governmen-
tal organization, inviting womenfolk to join hands in im-
plementing its task in accord with the slogan — Let’s
join forces for the development of women. She also ex-
plained the functions of bodies working in the interest of
women.

Vice-president of MWAF Daw Than Than Nwe elabo-
rated on the work of the cultural, young women’s and
national races affairs working bodies.

Secretary of MWAF Dr Daw San Shwe explained the
organizational set-up and the application for membership.

Later, leader of Information Working Group Daw Mya
Mya clarified the organizational set-ups and functions of
Information, Organization, Discipline Enforcement and
Finance and Management groups; leader of Educational
Working Group Prof Daw Min Thet Mon, the organiza-
tional set-ups and functions of Education, Health, Eco-
nomic and Environmental Conversion groups; leader of
Rehabilitation group Daw Kyi Kyi Mya on the organiza-
tional set-ups and functions of Rehabilitation Group, Group
for Prevention of Violence Against Women, and Human
Trafficking Elimination Group.

Patron of Magway Division Organization for Wom-
en’s Affairs Daw Khin Mi Mi presented K 500,000, do-
nated by the organization, for the MWAF; and Commis-
sioner U Aung Win, K 500,000, donated by Magway
Division Peace and Development Council. Daw Than Than
Nwe accepted the donations.

Vice-Presidents Dr Daw May May Yi and Daw Than
Than Nwe and party cordially greeted the participants.

Afterwards, they visited Bagan Cultural Beikman.

MNA

_Yangon Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin and Union Day delegates salute Union(Rkags on page 16)— MNA

YANGON, 12 Feb —Minister for Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan presented offertories to member Sayadaws of
the Central Working Committee of the Sangha and
Sayadaws of Township Sangha Nayaka Committee and
supplicated on religious matters at Myokhintha Monas-
tery (South) in Gangaw on 9 February morning.

Afterwards, the minister held a meeting with depart-
mental officials, townselders, members of social organi-
zations, people and students. On the occasion, the minis-
ter spoke of the need for the entire people to take part in
implementing the State’s seven-point policy programme
joining hands with the Government for building up a peace-
ful, modern developed democratic nation.

The minister presented K 200,000 each to Gangaw
District and Township Union Solidarity and Development
Associations, school textbooks and exercise books to basic
education schools, publications to libraries and clothes
and soap to the villages in the district. Zahaw and Pyaewa
villages Peace and Development Councils donated two
TV sets and Township video organization books to the
village library.

Next, the minister presented offertories to Pyay vil-
lage monastery Sayadaw and supplicated on religious
matters. After the meeting with village elders, the minis-
ter presented K 50,000, textbooks, exercise books, publi-
cations, clothes and soap to the village. The village Peace

Union Day Exhibition continues

YANGON, 12 Feb — The 57th Anniversary Union Day
commemorative Exhibition went on for the fifth day at
the Tatmadaw Convention Hall here from 9 am to 5 pm
today. A total of some 5,000 members of the Sangha,
people, students and members of the Union Solidarity
and Development Association visited the booths of the
exhibition.

There, various kinds of publications are available at
fair prices at the shops of Sarpay Beikman Publishing
House and the News and Periodicals Enterprise under the
Ministry of Information. — MNA

Information Minister tours Magway & Sagaing Divisions

and Development Council donated a TV set to the li-
brary.

The minister also presented K 100,000 for construc-
tion of a new building of Nyaungpinle village basic edu-
cation primary school and publications to the village li-
brary. Afterwards, the minister met with the people in
Yaymyetni village, Htilin Township, and presented text-
books and exercise books to the schools and soap to the
villagers.

The minister inspected construction of self-reliant
building of Kyaw Station Hospital in Kyaw village,
Gangaw Township, and progress in construction of the
X-ray room and attended to the needs.

In the evening, the minister attended the opening of
Oo Hnauk village self-reliant library in Pale Township
and presented K 100,000, school textbooks and exercise
books to the village BEPS, publications to the village
library and clothes and soap to the village.

Next, the minister looked into progress in completion
of the two-storey school building in Mindaingbin village,
Pale Township, and fulfilled the needs.

On 10 February morning, the minister inspected
Monywa Information and Public Relations Department.
Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan met with the service per-
sonnel and gave instructions on excellent media cover-

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan meets with local people in Uhnauk Village, Pale Township,
on 9 February— mna

YANGON, 12 Feb —The opening of a manual water
pump was held at Taloktaw village, Hinthada Township,
on 10 February morning.

District Peace and Development Council Chairman Lt-
Col Maung Pyone, Township Chairman U Soe Thein and
Executive Deputy Director U Saing Tun Tun formally
opened the facility, which was provided by Township

Rural road, water supply commissioned into service

Development Affairs Committee. Similarly, the 8,970 feet
long and 20 feet wide Wayindok-Ngantzin rural earth road
undertaken by Pyawbwe Township DAC and a two-inch
diameter 400 PVC tube-well donated by U Kyaw Thura-
Daw Aye Aye Nwe (Fire Services Department) and fam-
ily were commissioned into service in the Township on 7
February morning. — MNA
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Vajpayee stresses country’s
interest above everything else

New DetHi , 12 Feb — Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee said Tuesday
that the central government is important and stressed that “the country’s interest has
to be above everything else”.

Laying the foundation
stone of a rail project in po-
litically crucial Bihar
Pradesh, north India,
Vajpayee said that politics
should not come in the way
of development, the Press
Trust of Indiareported.

“Country comes above
party politics and politics

should not come in the way
of progress,” he made the
remarks while addressing a
public meeting after the foun-
dation laying ceremony.

He added that it should
be borne in mind that the
international community did
not treat individual states
separately and considered the

whole of India as a nation of
which the parties and people
were part and parcel.

Vajpayee urged the par-
ties to forget their differ-
ences when it comes to the
question of the nation’s
progress and development,
PTI said.

MNA/Xinhua
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WCF study shows Bangladesh’s high

Duaka, 12 Feb — The
existing infant mortality rate
inBangladeshis 57 per 1,000
live births, reported the offi-
cial Bangladesh New
Agencyon Tuesday.

This was revealed by
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Khondoker
Mosharraf Hossain on Tues-
day at a dissemination cer-
emony of a survey on mater-
nal and child health, a three-
year study conducted by a
British non-governmental
organization Women and
Children First (WCF) sup-

mortality rate

ported by the British Gov-
ernment and the Diabetic
Association of Bangladesh.
The Health Minister fur-

5 ther pointed out three fourths
of these infant deaths are
being contributed by the
neonatal mortality, as every
year approximately 150,000
out of 3.8 million newborns
die within four weeks after
their births. “Maternal mor-
tality isalso highin our coun-
try as 300 to 450 mothers
died per 100,000 cases of
live births,” he said, espe-
cially mentioning the rate

was significantly high in the
adolescents, accounting for
580 deaths per 100,000 live
births. The minister said over
10,000 women die each year
in the country from compli-
cations of induced abortion,
ante partum and post partum
hemorrhage, infection and
complication in delivery, as
well as other problems re-
lated to pregnancy and child
bearing.

A majority of the mater-
nal deaths were caused by
unsafe abortion and deliver-
ies in the rural areas, which

infant

could be prevented through
proper counselling and de-
veloping skilled birth attend-
ants there, said the minister.

According to the WCF
survey based on data from
three western districts of the
country, the issues need to
be addressed to improve
maternal care and infant
health are antenatal care, sup-
ply of drugs to meet iron
deficiency, food security
during pregnancy, skilled
birth attendance, and im-
provement of safe delivery
practices. —MNA/Xinhua
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Asian-Pacific govts urged to address
issues of rural women

IsLAMABAD, 12 Feb—Pa-
kistani First Lady Begum
Sehba Musharraf here Tues-
day urged governments to ad-
dress the issues of concern of
rural women through effec-
tive implementation of pro-
grammes for poverty allevia-
tion.

Speaking at the opening
of the third summit of the
Regional Steering Commit-
tee of Advancement of Rural
and Island Women for Asia
and Pacific (RSC-AP),
Sehba, the current commit-
tee chairperson, called on the
participants to explore inno-
vative ways to overcome the

formidable obstacles to the
empowerment of women and
gender equality.

Sehba stressed that the
committee endeavours to ad-
vocate for the formulation
and implementation of
macro-economic and social
policies that ensure full de-
velopment of rural areas.

Pakistani  President
Pervez Musharraf, who in-
augurated the conference,
said rural and island women
are the backbone of societies
and yet they are marginalized

and neglected. “We must
givehope toourrural women.
‘We must not keep them re-
legated to the backwaters of
our societies. They should be
educated, equipped withnew
skills and given productive
employment,” the President
emphasized. The two-day
conference attracted first la-
dies and woman government
ministers from 17 countries
including Australia, China,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Ma-
laysia, Pakistan and Thailand.
MNA/Xinhua

Indonesia’s school dropouts

China, IUCN to promote cooperation

Bangkok , 12 Feb — Officials from China and the World Conservation Union
(IUCN) on Tuesday signed here a memorandum of understanding to improv

cooperation on China’s forestry-related conservation work.

Under the document, de-
scribed by both sides as a
solid progress in long-term
cooperation, the world larg-
est conservation organiza-
tion [UCN and China’s State
Forestry Authority (SFA)
would meet within 90 days
to specify activities to be car-
ried out during the first year
of the partnership.

Annual consultative
meeting on forestry issues

DoN’ T sSMOKE

will be established so as to
conduct bilateral informal
and technical consultation,
said the MoU.

The newly-inked mate-
rial also set down guidelines
for the principles, areas and
ways of bilateral coopera-
tion to improve China’s for-
estry conservation.

“The signing of the MoU
is a positive step in the right
direction for the two sides’
cooperation on related sub-
jects,” IUCN Asia Constitu-
ency Project Director Zakir

Hussain said at the signing
ceremony.

TUCN and China started
cooperation some 20 years
ago, focusing on forestry con-
servation activities, SFA’s
programme officials told
Xinhua

With the Chinese Gov-
ernment paying more atten-
tion to conservation issues,
SFA has witnessed a boom
of cooperation with interna-
tional agencies and organi-
zations in recent years, they
added. —MNA/Xinhua

highest in S-E Asia

JAKARTA, 12 Feb — Ele-
mentary school dropouts ac-
count for 7 per cent of Indo-

Enesia’s 27 million children,
the highest among South-
east Asian member states,
the United Nations Educa-
tional Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)re-
vealed.

According to
UNESCO’s education statis-
tics 2003 report, Indonesia
ranked behind Thailand,
Myanmar, the Philippines,
Vietnam and Cambodia in
the percentage of children—
aged between seven years
and 12 years old — enrolled
in elementary school.

Quoting UNESCO Insti-

tute for Statistics’ report as
saying, The Jakarta Postaid
Wednesday that Indonesia
fared better than fellow
densely populated Asian
countries Bangladesh, Iran,
Pakistan, China and India.
Indonesia is home to 215
million people, according to
the latest national census.

Mostof the earlierleavers
quitelementary school when
they were in their fifth year,
with Indonesia second in the
list with 95 per cent after
Iran (98 per cent). Vietnam
was third with 86 per cent,
followed by Bangladesh (65
per cent) and Cambodia (63
per cent).

MNA/Xinhua

India signs
agreements
to control spread
of “AIDS”, TB

New DELHI, 12 Feb —
India Tuesday signed agree-
ments with an international
funding agency to prevent
and control the spread of such
diseases as AIDS, tubercu-
losis and malaria.

Under the two agree-
ments with the Global Fund,
it would release 33 million
US dollars over the next two
years, the Press Trust of In-
dia (PTI) reported.

The Fund would release
the amount, which is part of
a total grant worth 129 mil-
lion US dollars to be released
over a period of five years,
to help scale up preventive
programmes against AIDS,
tuberculosis and malaria in
the country.

The Fund has subse-
quently also approved an-
other 15 million US dollar
grant for HIV/TB preven-
tion and treatment in its third
round of grants extending a
commitment to India which
now amounts to 153 million
US dollars over a period of
five years.

MNA/Xinhua

Drive
safely
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Thirteen-year-old actress Keisha Castle-Hughes,
Zealand, nominated for best actress for her role in ‘Wh
Rider,” poses as she arrives at the annual Oscar nomi
luncheon in Beverly Hills, Calif, on 9 Feb, 2004. The Oscars

scheduled to be presented in Hollywood on 29 Fefxerner

of NdGR

could be fish.

The Institute of Medicine panel heard the results from
more than a dozen studies on thimerosal, the preservative
found in some vaccines. Whenitlast met in 2001, it decided
there was no evidence that vaccines caused autism but it
also noted little research had been done.

“Clearly, there’s far more information addressing this
issue,” said panel chair Dr Marie McCormick, a professor
of maternal and child health at the Harvard School of
Public Health.

Autism is a mysterious disorder whose symptoms
range from a lack of social skills to a profound and
crippling inability to relate to others.

Because it is usually diagnosed during the toddler years
when children receive many of the 18 or so early childhood
shots, some advocacy groups believe vaccines are to blame.

Many parents told the panel they were anti-thimerosal,
not anti-vaccine.

“Its use should be considered historic,” said Lyn Red-
wood, president of the advocacy group Safe Minds whose
youngest son is autistic. “Why take the risk when you
| ’t have to?”
ale Scientists say it is possible that if it got into the brain,
hderosal could cause brain damage. Although itis no longer
dpand in childhood vaccines in the United States, it remains in
the influenza vaccine and in vaccines in other countries.

Experts weigh possible autism, vaccines link

WasHingToN, 12 Feb — An independent scientific panel weighing a possible link between autism and
the mercury preservative in childhood vaccines heard suggestions on Monday that the source of the heavy metal

Several researchers on Monday pointed to recent studies
highlighting the harmful levels of mercury found in fish and
the potential brain damage caused by eating it.

Last week, an international group of researchers reported
in the Journal of Pediatricshat children can suffer irrepa-
rable brain damage if their mothers eat seafood high in
mercury while pregnant.

Dr Mady Hornig, a professor at Columbia University,
told the panel future studies should address exposure to
mercury through food. “This is a continued concern ... if we
are not going to remove fish from our diet,” she said.

Researcher H Vasken Aposhian said studies needed to look
at the impact of a mother’s mercury levels on her children.

“That mercury load is transferred to some extent... to the
child,” said Aposhian, a toxicologist and biology professor
at the University of Arizona.

But Amy Carson, co-founder of Moms Against Mercury,
said the government and others were trying to “shift the
blame” from thimerosal to other sources.

“I think they want to be able to say those children were
already damaged in utero and that it didn’t have anything to
do with vaccines,” said Carson, whose seven-year-old son
has autism.The panel said it plans to publish its report later
this spring.

MNA/Reuters

Iron storage in body raises diabetes risk

CHicaco, 12 Feb— A study has found that storing abnormal amounts of iron in the

body canlead to adult onset diabetes in women, raising the possibility that a blood test earl
in life could help identify those at risk from the disease, researchers said on Tuesday.

The finding came from a
look at 698 women among
thousands of nurses who
gaveblood samples between
1989 and 1990 as part of a
multiyear study. The 698
women developed diabetes
over the course of the study
even though they were free
of it and free of heart disease
as well at the start.

When their initial blood
samples were compared with
others who did not develop
diabetes over a 10-year pe-
riod, it was found that the
diabetic group had signifi-
cantly elevated levels of fer-
ritin when the initial blood
samples were taken.

Ferritin is an iron-protein
complex in blood that is a
marker for iron storage.

‘Women with higher ferri-
tin levels at the start of the
study had a nearly threefold
increased risk of developing
diabetes, the study found, even
after taking into account such
things as obesity and otherrisk
factors including family his-
tory of diabetes, physical ac-
tivity, alcohol use and diet.

“The results provide the
strongest evidence to date that
increased iron stores in the
body are an independent risk
factor fortype 2 diabetes,” said
Rui Jiang of the Harvard
School of Public Health, lead

, .

FBI's techniques confuse courtrooms
WasHINGTON, 12 Feb—The FBI's techniques for analging crime scene bullets
vork well but need some tweaking, a panel of scientific experts said on Tuesday.
And testimony about the chemical analysis

years, the FBI has to analyse the actual lead

author of the study appear-
ing in this week’s Journal
of the AmericarMedical
Association.

Frank Hu, a senior au-
thor, added: “The findings
suggest thata simple blood
test which measures ferri-
tin levels can be used to
predictthe development of
type 2 diabetes in other-
wise healthy people. This
may help in identifying
high-risk people who
would possibly benefit
from further lifestyle or
therapeutic interventions
that can lower iron stores
in the body.”

MNA/Reuters|

of the lead in bullets can confuse jurors and
judges alike, the National Research Council
panel said. The Federal Bureau of Investigation,
which commissioned the report, said it would be
a useful guide for improving its methods.

“Our recommended changes in the pro-
cedures used in bullet lead analysis would
provide the FBI with a sound basis for
determining whether crime scene bullets
‘match’ a suspect’s bullets, but how those
findings are conveyed in court and to a jury
remains a critical issue,” Kenneth
MacFadden, an independent consultant and
chairman of the committee that wrote the
report, said in a statement.

The technique being scrutinized is used
when ballistics fail — forinstance, if a bullet
is so squashed that it is impossible to tell
whether it was shot from a particular gun.

In those cases, about 2,500 in the past 24

to see which batch of bullets a particular
bullet came from.

The committee, part of the independent
advisory National Academy of Sciences, said
ballistics experts should not try to tell a court
that a bullet came from a particular box of
ammunition or that it was manufactured on a
given date. Chemical analysis techniques are
good but not that good, the report said.

“Attorneys, judges, juries, and even ex-
pert witnesses can easily and inadvertently
misunderstand and misrepresent the analysis
of the evidence and its importance. It is there-
fore essential to discuss whether and how the
evidence can be used,” the report reads.

“Overall this was an excellent report that
is only going to improve the techniques that
we currently use,” Dwight Adams, assistant
FBI director for the laboratory, told reporters
in a telephone briefing. — MNA/Reuters

Social welfare research institutes
being reformed in China

Beuing, 12 Feb— A senior official said here Tuesda;

Microsoft warns of critical

flaw in Windows
SeATTLE (Sarfrancisco), 12 Feb— Microsoft Corp said

that 248 state-owned social welfare research instituteson Tuesday a “critical” flaw in most versions of its flagship|
around China are undergoing restructuring.

At a work conference on
thereform, Li Xueyong, Vice-
Ministerof Scienceand Tech-
nology, said the state will in-
vest much more into 89 of the
institutes and runthemas non-
profit organizations.

Another 61, with the main
business of developing ap-
plied technologies, will be
transformed into enterprises
while the rest will be merged
into universities or science
and technology intermediar-
ies, Li said.The 248 research
institutes belong to depart-
ments or equivalents in the
State Council, or the Chinese
Cabinet. They account for
94 per cent of the total of
their kind in the country.

In addition to nearly 30
policy documents for re-
structuring, Li said, the state

invested a total of 750 million
yuan (90 million US dollars)
in the latest fiscal years cover-
ing cost of the reform.
Researchers at those insti-
tutes said they favour the com-
petition- oriented new system.
They alsosaid that they were
much more capable of obtain-
ing state investment as well as
non-governmental resources.
Statistics showed that the
Chinese Academy of Geologi-
cal Sciences gained 160 mil-
lion yuan (19.4 million US dol-
lars’) worth of research funds
in fiscal year 2003, double that
of 1999. Four non-profit re-
searchinstitutes affiliated to the
Ministry of Water Resources
got approximately 800 million
yuan (96.4 million US dollars)
of contractual funds, three times
that of 1998. —MNA/Xinhua

Windows operating system could allow hackers to breal
into personal computers and snoop on sensitive data.

Although no comput-
ers were reported to have
been compromised, the
world’s largest software
maker warned that Win-
dows NT, Windows 2000,
Windows XP and Win-
dows Server 2003 were at
risk. Microsoft announced
the flaw in its monthly
security bulletin.

The company offered
software updates to fix the
software flaw, which it
assigned its most severe
rating of “critical.”

“It does affect all (cur-
rent) versions of Windows,”
said Stephen Toulouse, se-
curity programme manager
for Microsoft’s Security
Response Centre. “We're
not aware of anyone af-

fected by this at this time.”

Marc Maiffret, co-founder
of eEye Digital Security, the
company that discovered the
flaw, criticized Microsoft for
taking more than six months
to come up with a patch to fix
the problem.

The flaw could allow a
hacker to break into a compu-
ter running Microsoft’s Win-
dows operating systemin sev-
eral ways and then use the
compromised machine to run
malicious programmes and
steal or delete key data,
Maiffretand otherexperts said.

LastyearMicrosoftadopted
a new monthly patch release
programme, whichitsaid would
letcustomers more easily apply
software fixes for security
bugs— MNA/Reuters

Kalina, an

18-year-old killer whale, swims with her
newborn calf at SeaWorld Orlando on 9 Feb, 2004, in
Orlando, Fla. Kalina gave birth to the 7-foot-long,
350-pound calf in Shamu Stadium’s main pool following a

seven-hour labour. B«fERNET
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Zidane off but Real battle

through to King's Cup final

Mabrip, 12 Feb— Real Madrid scrambled through to the final of
the King's Cup with a 2-1 aggregate victory over Sevilla on
Wednesday, despite having Zinedine Zidane sent off in the first half
of a 1-0 second-leg defeat.

Real, leading 2-0 after last week's first leg at the Bernabeu, were
shocked when Sevilla took the lead just 45 seconds into the return
with a great finish from Antonio Lopez.

Carlos Queiroz' side were in further trouble in the final minute
of the first half when French international Zidane, the 2003 FIFA
World Player of the Year, was red-carded for an apparent slap to the
face of Sevilla defender Pablo Alfaro.

Sevilla rattled the Real defence at the start of the first half but
suffered a setback after 54 minutes when Javi Navarro received his
second yellow card, evening up the numbers.

Sevilla continued to press but Real held out to edge into the
final.

Real Zaragoza and Alaves, level at 1-1 after the first leg, will
battle it out for the right to meet Real in their semifinal, second-leg
match on Thursday.

MNA/Reuters

- *-.' e

Real Madrid's Brazilian player Ronaldo, left, is tackled by Sevilla's Javi Navarro durﬁ?
a King's Cup semi-final, 2nd leg, soccer match in Seville, Spain, on 11 Feb, 2004,

lost the match 1-0 but qualify for the final 2-1 on aggregalererNeT

United's title hopes hit by Job winner

Lonpon, 12 Feb— Manchester United's title hopes took a severe dent on Wednes-

day when the Premier League champions lost 3-2 at home to Middlesbrough.

Cameroon international Joseph-Desire
Job's fine and turn and shot won the game for
Boro 10 minutes from time after United had
battled back after trailing by two first-half
goals from Brazilian Juninho.

Arsenal, who defeated Southampton 2-0
at home on Tuesday, hold a five-point lead
over United with both sides having played
25 games. Third-placed Chelsea, who won
2-0 at Portsmouth with goals from Scott
Parker and Hernan Crespo, closed to one
point behind United while Liverpool moved
up to fourth with a 2-1 home victory over
Manchester City.

Two headed goals from Juninho silenced
Old Trafford and set United on their way to
their second home league defeat of the sea-
son. The diminutive midfielder pounced to
head home from close range after 34 min-
utes after a shot from distance by Boro
defender Franck Queudrue bounced awk-
wardly in front of United keeper Tim
Howard, who could only palm the ball up on
to the crossbar.

The Brazilian struck again four minutes
later, powerfully heading home a Stewart
Downing cross before Ruud van Nistelrooy
gave United a lifeline right on halftime with
his 22nd goal of the season.

United upped the pressure after the break
and drew level on 63 minutes when van
Nistelrooy set up Giggs to stab home.

But hopes of completing a storming
comeback with a third goal were ended 10

minutes from time after Job span and fired
home from 18 metres. United almost rescued
apoint in stoppage time but substitute Diego
Forlan contrived to hit the crossbar from just
four metres out.

Chelsea's new signing Parker paid back a
slice of his 10-million-pound transfer fee
from Charlton last month, netting his first
goal for the club with a crisp volley after 17
minutes at Fratton Park.

Claudio Ranieri's expensively assembled
side never fully asserted their authority though
and Patrick Berger went close to an equalizer
for strugglers Portsmouth when he hit the
post with a vicious long-range strike.

Chelsea soaked up the pressure though
and substitute Crespo, back after a calf strain,
sealed the points 12 minutes from time when
he followed up to chest in after Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink's lob bounced back off the wood-
work. Liverpool's Michael Owen ended his
goal drought dating back to October 25 with
the first goal at Anfield to pile more pressure
on Manchester City boss Kevin Keegan.

City have not won in the league for 14
games and, despite equalizing through Shaun
Wright-Phillips, lost to a Steven Gerrard
goal six minutes after the break.

Tottenham Hotspur were involved in
another thriller, winning 4-2 at Charlton Ath-
letic while Wales international Craig Bellamy
marked his first league start since October
with a goalin Newcastle United's 1-1 draw at
Blackburn Rovers. — MNA/Reuters

Seongnam, Jubilo victorious

in Champions League
Tokyo, 12 Feb — South Korea striker
Kim Do-hoon scored twice in three minutes
to spur Seongnam Ilhwa to a 2-1 victory at
Persik Kidiri of Indonesia in the Asian Cham-
pions League on Wednesday.
The 2003 K-League MVP pounced in the
and 31st minutes for the South Korean
ﬁt #?olders in their opening Group G match.
apanese champions Yokohama F-
Marinos top the group on goal difference

Celtic march on, but manager O'Neill

slams plastic

Grascow, 12 Feb— Scottish Premier League leaders Celtic extended their winnin
run to 22 games on Wednesday with Henrik Larsson netting twice in a 4-1 thumpin

of Dunfermline Athletic

Celtic fell behind to Noel
Hunt's 20th-minute header
at East End Park but were
level three minutes later
when Larsson nodded home
Alan Thompson's corner.

The outstanding Thomp-
son was the provider for fur-
ther headers from Stanislav
Varga on 26 minutes and
Larsson again on 43 before
the English midfielder netted
himself on 68 minutes from a
deflected free kick.

Celtic manager Martin

O'Neill was scathing in his
criticism of the home side's
plastic pitch despite the vic-
tory.

"There were some won-
derful goals but this is not
football as we know it,"
O'Neill told reporters. "Dun-
fermline are a passing side
and I'm sure some of their
players can't like it.

"It was an ice rink to-
wards the end. Ibelieve some
other (Scottish) clubs are
thinking about doing it but

my viewpoint is they'll get
the game done away with.

"The very best players in
this country will eventually
want to leave because there
is nobody who wants to play
onit. "If this idea catches on
we might as well head for
Siberia."

Dunfermline played spir-
itedly and remain the only
SPL side to have taken any-
thing from Celtic in a 0-0
opening game draw — in
their final home match on

L

grass — in August.
Champions Rangers re-
main 11 points behind their
Glasgow rivals in second
place despite a2-0 home win
over Kilmarnock. Craig
Moore scored their opener
on 23 minutes before Hamed
Namouchi tied up the win
with a second 14 minutes
from time. League Cup fi-
nalists Livingston, who made
seven players redundant this
week after going into admin-

following their 3-0 win over Vietnamese
side Binh Dinh on Tuesday.

AnotherJ-League club, JubiloIwatacame
from behind to beat South Korea's Chonbuk

g Motors 2-1 on scenic Cheju Island thanks to
g a68th-minute winner fromstriker Yasumasa
Nishino.

Last year's Champions League runners-
up BEC Tero went top of Group E, however,
on goal difference, the Thai club thrashing
China's Shanghai Shenhua 4-1 in Bangkok.

Elsewhere, Vietnamese champions
Hoang Anh were indebted to Thai interna-
tional Kiatisuk Senamuang, who scored a
hat-trick to help his side crush PSM Makassar
of Indonesia 5-1 to go top of Group F.

MNA/Reuters

Monaco, Morientes humble
Lyon 4-1

Paris, 12 Feb— A brilliant hat-trick by
Fernando Morientes sank French champi-
ons Olympique Lyon 4-1 and sent Monaco
into the French Cup quarterfinals on Wednes-
day. Lyon, seeking revenge after going
down 3-0in aLigue 1 game in the principal-
ity a month before, had the best start, open-
ing the scoring through Brazilian Elber in
the 14th minute.

Morientes, hired by Monaco at the end of
lastyear's transfer window, brought the prin-
cipality team back into the game in the dying
seconds of the first half.

Two headers by the former Real Madrid
player within three minutes, in the 58th and
61st, sealed victory for Monaco.

Croatia's Dado Prso wrapped up the game
with a fourth goal in the 86th minute.

The win was all the more impressive as
coach Didier Deschamps, who had threat-
ened to field his reserve team to protest at a
tight schedule, had left some of his first-
choice players on the bench.

Injured midfielder Ludovic Giuly as well
as international defenders Patrice Evra and
Sebastien Squillaci were among the unused.

MNA/Reuters

Manchester United's Ruud van Nistelrooy (L) trys to getstration, suffered more mis-
the ball from Middlesbrough's Chris Riggot (R) during ery with a 5-2 loss at bottom
Premiership clash at Old Trafford in Manchester | club Partick Thistle.
on 11 Feb, 2004-INTERNET MNA/Reuters

Lazio's Fabio Liverani, centre, throws his jersey to the stands at the end of the Italy's Cup
soccer match between Lazio and Milan at Rome's Olympic Stadium, on 11 Feb, 2004.
Liverani scored for his team, Lazio beat Milan 4-0 and qualified for the-fidaterNeT




Seminar on Introduction to Bangkok
Hospital held

YANGON, 12 Feb— The Seminar on An Introduc-
tion to the Bangkok Hospital was launched at Traders
Hotel at 4 pm today. Head of Department of Medicine
Prof U Saw Naing of Institute of Medicine-1, Yangon,
extended greetings.

Next, Managing Director Dr Win Zaw Aung of
Sea Lion Co Ltd made a presentation about Introduction
of Bangkok Hospital Office, Myanmar; and IMC Market-
ing Manager of Bangkok Hospital Mr Ralf Krewer, Intro-
duction and Information on the Bangkok Hospital. Fi-
nally, the seminar was closed with dinner at the hotel.

Royal Physician Prof Nithi Mahanonda, Professor,
Associate Director, Bangkok Heart Institute, Bangkok Hos-
pital, together with Dr Kiertijai Bhurpanyo and Dr Sureerat
Panyarachun conducted a PTCA demonstration workshop
at the Sakura Medical Centre. The same afternoon, the
Symposium on Advanced Cardiological and Neuro-
Surgical Practices was held at the same hotel. Prof Kiertijai
Bhuripanyo provided What’s New and What’s Next about
Cardiology, followed by Dr Dittapong Boonampol, Con-
sultant of Neuro-surgery, Bangkok Hospital provided
Neuro-surgical Revolution. Dr Sureerat Panyarachun also
provided Indication and Benefits of Angioplasty. Also
present on the occasion were doctors from Yangon and
Mandalay, persons from private clinics, old patients from
Bangkok Hospital and guests.

Bangkok Hospital is currently taking care of Thai
Royal Family’s health care and also to the public and
international patients from around the world. Bangkok
Hospital Chain is the biggest private hospital group not
only in Thailand but also in ASEAN countries. Those
who want overseas medical check-up and treatments can
contact Bangkok Hospital Office, Myanmar, at 223, Bo
Myat Tun Street, Botahtaung Township, Tel: 202120 and
299576 and 300, 81st Street between 24th and 25th Streets,
Mandalay, Tel: 02-32981.— MNA

The seminar on an Introduction to the Bangkok Ho'spital in progrésaNA—
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Press conference on Made in India Show held

YANGON, 12 Feb— The press conference related to
Made in India Show was held at Grand Plaza Parkroyal
Hotel on Alanpya Pagoda Road at noon yesterday. The
Show, co-organized by the Indian Embassy and the Con-
federation of Indian Industry of India, will be held at
Yangon Trade Centre on Upper Pazundaung Road in
Mingala Taungnyunt Township from 19 to 22 February.

Present were Indian Ambassador Mr Rajiv Kumar
Bhatia and staff, Deputy Director Mr S Sen and officials
of Confederation of Indian Industry of India, Director
(News) U Hla Tun of News and Periodicals Enterprise
and chief editors of dailies, Patron of Myanmar Foreign
Correspondents Club U Hla Htwe, President U Sao Kai
Hpa and members, journalists and guests.

First, the Indian Ambassador made a speech, say-
ing that the Made in India Show will be held in Yangon
from 19 to 22 February. India achieves industrial and
technological as well as economic development. India is
practising the “look east’policy. In recent years, rela-
tionship between India and ASEAN has been renewed

and it will be promoted in the long-run. It is one of the
main objectives to strengthen trade and economic coop-
eration. Relationship between India and Myanmar is be-
ing developed in all sectors, particularly in trade and eco-
nomic sectors. With the encouragement of the Indian Gov-
ernment, the Made in India Show will be held and a large
number of companies will participate in it.

Next, Mr S Sen explained matters related to prod-
ucts and companies, production technology and service.
Later, the ambassador and officials replied to questions
raised by journalists.

Iron and steel products, bicycle and spare parts,
construction equipment, medicines and medical equipment,
cosmetics, garments, handiworks, leatherwares, health serv-
ice, farming equipment, rattan and furniture, kitchen items,
hospital equipment, electronics and pumps will be dis-
played at the show between 10 am and 6 pm daily from
19 to 22 February.

MNA
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Thursday, 12 February, 2004
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been gener-
ally fair in the whole country. Night temperatures were
(3°C above normal in Bago Division, 5°C above normal
in Taninthayi Division, 3°C to 4°C below normal in Chin
State, Yangon, Ayeyawady and Mandalay Divisions, 5°C
below normal in upper Sagaing Division and about nor-
mal in the remaining areas. Maximum temperature on 11-
2-2004 was 34.0°C. Minimum temperature on 12-2-2004
was 14.8°C. Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 12-2-
2004 was 60%. Total sunshine hours on 11-2-2004 was
8.3 hours approx. Rainfall on 12-2-2004 was nil at Yangon
Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Bay inference:
Weather is partly cloudy in the South Bay and generally
fair elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal. Forecast valid until
evening of 13-2-2004Possibility of isolated light rain in
Mon State and Taninthayi Division, weather will be gen-
erally fair in the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is
40%. State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate in
Myanmar waters. Outlook for subsequent two days:
Likelihood of isolated light rain in Southern Myanmar
areas. Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
13-2-2004:Partly cloudy. Forecast for Mandalay and
neighbouring area for 13-2-2004Generally fair weather.
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Senior General Than Shwe’s message read out
Union Day flag hoisting ceremony

YANGON, 12 Feb— The 57th Anniversary Union Flag
hoisting ceremony was held with full political essence in
accord with the 57th Anniversary Union Day objectives:
for all national races to safeguard the national policy—
non-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of
national solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty; to keep
the Union Spirit ever alive and dynamic among the na-
tional people; for all national people to defend and safe-
guard the Union for its perpetual existence; to prevent,
through national solidarity, the danger of internal and
external destructive elements undermining peace and sta-
bility of the State and national development; and for all
national races to make concerted efforts for successful
implementation of the seven-point future policy pro-
gramme, at People’s Square on Pyay Road this morning.

The Union Flag that stopped over one night each in
four Yangon districts arrived at the People’s Square on
Pyay Road at 7.20 am on board the Union Boat.

Chairman of Yangon City Development Committee
Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin accepted the flag from
Chairman of Yangon West District Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Col Kyaw Tint. Next, the mayor, flanked
by members of the panel of patrons of 57th Anniversary
Union Day Flag hoisting ceremony Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and Development Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Union Solidarity and Development Association
Maj-Gen Htay Oo, Minister for Home Affairs Col Tin
Hlaing, U Pe Be Yan of Kayah State representing the Union

Day delegates, Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) and po-
lice officers, Union nationals and USDA members, con-
veyed the flag to the People’s Square. At 7.30 am, the flag
was planted in the silver bowl on the dais in front of em-
blems of Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon, Rakhine and
Shan States. Then, members of the panel of chairmen took
the places. The ceremony was attended by CEC members
of USDA, senior military officers of the Ministry of De-
fence, head of central offices, division and district level
authorities, senior military officers of the command head-
quarters, directors-general and managing directors of de-
partments and enterprises, OSDs, members of YCDC and
heads of department, rectors, members of 16 NGOs, local
and foreign journalists, cultural troupe members of States
and Divisions, representatives of State and Division USDAs
and representatives of peace groups, totalling over 1,200.
With a view to ensuring further national consolidation and
strengthening friendly relations among national races in hill
and plain regions, members of traditional cultural troupe
were positioned at the places together with members of the
Union Day Organizing Working Committee, senior mili-
tary officers, departmental heads, rectors and principals and
representatives of NGOs.

Altogether over 10,700 public including 3,000 people
from townships in Yangon East District, 5,000 from town-
ships in Yangon West District, 1,000 from townships in
Yangon North District, 500 from townships in Yangon
South District attended the ceremony.

(See page 10)
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects productionprocess and departments of Hepatitis-B Vaccine Fa

Hlegu—mna

Prime Minister inspects Hepatitis-B Vaccine Factory,
Mental Health Hospital (Yangon)

YANGON, 12 Feb— Chairman of National Health Com-
mittee Prime Minister of the State General Khin Nyunt,
accompanied by officials of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Office, arrived at the site of Hepatitis-B
Vaccine Factory construction project of Medical Research
Department (Lower Myanmar) in Hlegu Township this
morning.

The Prime Minister was welcomed there by Chairman
of Yangon Division Peace and Development Council
Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Myint, Yangon Mayor Brig-
Gen Aung Thein Lin, Deputy Minister for Health Dr Mya
Oo, departmental heads, officials of departments under
the Ministry of Health, the deputy director-general of MRD
(Lower Myanmar) and researchers.

At the briefing hall, Deputy Director-General Dr Soe
Thein of the department reported on progress of the project,
installation of machines, test-running, production of
vaccines, power and telephone installation, water supply
and construction of roads, greening tasks at environs of
the factory, implementation of works instructed by the
Prime Minister. Minister Dr Kyaw Myint and Deputy
Minister Dr Mya Oo gave supplementary reports.

Then, Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe reported on
construction of roads and bridges connected with Dagon
Myothit (East) Township. Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt fulfilled the requirements.

Next, the Prime Minister inspected the vaccine pro-
duction department, the vaccine quality control depart-
ment and finishing departments where the minister and
the deputy minister conducted the Prime Minister round
there.

The Prime Minister and party proceeded to Mental
Health Hospital (Yangon) in Dagon Myothit (East) Town-
ship where they were welcomed by Medical Superintend-
ent Dr Zaw Sein Lwin, doctors and nurses.

At the hall, Dr Zaw Sein Lwin reported on history of
the hospital, location and area, treatment, training and
rehabilitation tasks, improvement of in-patients and out-
patients, treatment duration, therapies, training pro-
grammes, progress of construction works and requirements.

Afterwards, the General gave instructions on construc-
tion of Day Care Centre, buildings, the playground and
gymnasium in phases in accord with the Master Plan.

The General then donated cash for the patients. Next,
he saw over the patient wards, the dinning hall, construc-
tion of patient ward-5 and the Dhammayon.

Later, the Prime Minister, together with the commander
and the mayor, inspected progress of Minye Kyawswa
Road and Razadarit Road which connect with No 7 High-
way and Pyidaungsu Road in Dagon Myothit (South)
Township and Panglong Road in Dagon Myothit (North)
by car and gave instruction to the mayor and officials on
maintenance of the roads to be carried out.— MNA

Curriculum Vitae of Dato' Seri
Abdullah bin Haji Ahmad Badawi,

Prime Minister of Malaysia

YancoN, 12 Feb— His Excellency Dato' Seri
Abdullah bin Haji Ahmad Badawi, was born on 6
November 1939. He studied at Bertam Primary School,
Kepala Batas, High School Bukit Mertajam and Methodist
Boys School, Penang. He graduated with BA (Hons) in
Islamic Studies from University of Malaya in 1964.

After serving in various capacities in Government
Service from 1964 to 1966. His Excellency Dato’ Seri
Abdullah bin Haji Ahmad Badawi was appointed as a
Parliamentary Secretary in the Federal Territory Ministry
in 1978. He was then promoted to Deputy Minister in
the same Ministry in 1980. His Excellency Dato' Seri
Abdullah bin Haji Ahmad Badawi later held the post of
Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department from 1981
to 1984; and Minister of Education from 1984 to 1986;
Minister of Defence from 1986 to 1987; and Minister of
Foreign Affairs from 1991 to January 1999. From
January 1999 to 30 October 2003, His Excellency Dato'
Seri Abdullah bin Haji Ahmad Badawi had served as
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Home Affairs.

His Excellency Dato' Seri Abdullah bin Haji
Ahmad Badawi assumes the post of premiership and
Minister of Finance after the retirement of Dato' Seri Dr
Mabhathir bin Mohamad from his premiership on 31
October 2003. He retains his post as Minister of Home
Affairs which he held during the previous
government.His Excellency Dato' Seri Abdullah bin Haji
Ahmad Badawi is married to Datin Seri Endon Bt Dato'
Mahmood. They have a son and a daughter. — MNA

Union Flag conveyed to People’s

oyin SQuare from Hlinethaya

YanGoN, 12 Feb— The Union Flag that stopped over for
one night each on the silver bowl on the dais in the sports
grounds in Thanlyin Township on 8 February, in Dagon
Myothit (South) Township on 9 February, in Hmawby Town-
ship on 10 February and in Hlinethaya Township on 11
February was conveyed to the People’s Square on board
Union Boat from the sports ground of Hlinethaya Township
this morning, and conveyed it again to keep it in the silver
bowl on the dais of the parlour of the City Hall. The cer-
emony to convey Union Flag to the People’s Square was
held in the sports ground in Hlinethaya Township this morn-
ing, attended by more than 8,000 local people. First, they
together with the Guard of Honour of Yangon Command
saluted the flag to the accompaniment of the band of
Tatmadaw (Air). At 6.25 am, Chairman of Yangon West
District Peace and Development Council Lt-Col Kyaw Tint,
flanked by Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) and police
officers, took out the flag from the silver bowl on the dais
in the sports ground of Hlinethaya Township and conveyed
it. He next handed over the flag to flag relay teams. Later,
Lt-Col Kyaw Tint accepted the flag from the relay team and
conveyed it onto the Union Boat. He then planted the flag
into the silver bowl. Flanked by Tatmadaw (Army, Navy
and Air) and police officers, the Union Flag was conveyed
on a grand scale from Prince Kanaung Road in Hlinethaya
Industrial Zone to the People’s Square through Yangon-
Pathein Road, Bayintnaung Bridge, Bayintnaung Road,
Nanattaw Road, Pyay Road. The Flag was accorded a rous-
ing welcome by over 25,000 local people including local
authorities, students, departmental personnel and people with
dancing troupes. At the People’s Square, Lt-Col Kyaw Tint,
flanked by Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) and police
officers, conveyed the flag, and handed it over to Yangon
Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin. — MNA



