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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects scale model of Tipitika Nikaya building of Tipitika Monastevy.

e

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt attends cornerstone
laying ceremony in Tipitika Monastery

YANGON, 15 Nov — The cash donation and cornerstone
laying ceremony of Tipitika Nikaya building of Tipitika
Monastery was held at the monastery on Sakawa Road in
Dagon Township this morning. Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt attended the ceremony.

Also present on the occasion were members of the State
Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee led by Secretary Magway
Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha Ratha Guru Abhidhaja Agga Maha
Saddhammajotikadhaja Bhaddanta Kumara, the pro-rector
Sayadaw (Academic) of the International Theravada Buddhist

Missionary University, Tipitika Ovada Cariya Sayadaws,
Tipitika Dhara Tipitika Kovida Sayadaws, member Sayadaws
of Yangon Division Sangha Nayaka Committee, the Nayaka
Sayadaw and members of the Sangha of the monastery,
Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Development Coun-
cil Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
ministers, deputy ministers, officials of the State Peace and
Development Council Office, departmental heads, members
of Ti-Ni Missionary Upahtaka Committee and wellwishers.
(See page 8)

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Consti
tution

* Building of a new modern developed nation
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

* Development of agriculture as the base and all
round development of other sectors of the
economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

* Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and thg
national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education stand
ards of the entire nation
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Myanmar women, like men enjoy equal rights throughout Myanmar history according to existing laws
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt meets members of MNCWA

YANGON, 15 Nov— Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
met members of the Myanmar National Committee for
Women’s Affairs and officials from the women’s sector at
Myanma Information and Communication Technology Park
in Hline Township this afternoon and gave instructions on
promotion of activities in carrying out the tasks of the
Myanmar National Committee for Women’s Affairs widely
and effectively.

Present were Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council Commander of Yangon Command
Maj-Gen Myint Swe, the ministers, the chief justice, the
attorney-general, the deputy ministers, members of the

Myanmar National Committee for Women’s Affairs, mem-
bers of Work Committee and members of State and Division
Women’s Affairs Committees.

In his address, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt said the
Myanmar National Committee for Women’s Affairs has been
participating in development of the women sector nationwide.
He said present activities are not enough for the committee to
continue its efforts as there are a lot of tasks to be done. That is
why the meeting was held to promote the tasks of the women’s
sector widely and effectively by MNCWA, he said.

He said 52 per cent of population in the Union of Myanmar
are women. It is an enormous force which constitutes more

r—

than that of men. Myanmar women, like men enjoy equal
rights throughout the Myanmar history according to the
existing laws.

It is a practice for women to follow the men’s leadership
according to Myanma cultural customs emerged from the
teachings of Theravada Buddhism which Myanmar people
believe in, he added.

In accord with a Myanmar saying “Couples, man and wife,
have to do their bit”, a husband was designated as the head of
the household and a wife supported him as a life partner and
they established a family life together, he said.

(See page 8)

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt meets with members of MNCWA and responsible personnel of the womensector

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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For further regional
development

The Government is seeking various way
and means to promote the development m
mentum of the agriculture sector, the mair
economy of the State. Cotton, sugacane and
beans and pulses are designated as the fd
major crops in addition to paddy and empha
sis has been put on growing these crops.

to upgrade the agricultural standard by pro-
viding modern farm implements, distributing
quality strains and disseminating modern cul
tivation methods to farmers.

In the country, Ayeyawady Division
takes the first position in growing monsoor
and summer paddy. Altogether 3.4 million
acres of land have been put under monsod
paddy, 1.6 million acres under summer padd
and 1.3 million acres under beans and pulse
in the division and thus it can be said that thq
division is the one on which the State can re
economically.

Member of the State Peace and Devd
opment Council Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than of
the Ministry of Defence, on 9 and 10 Noven]
ber, inspected agricultural and livestock breed
ing tasks and regional development tasks i
Ayeyawady Division.

During his inspection tour, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than met with local farmers and dis-
cussed matters relating to making preparation
for growing summer paddy and beans an
pulses and urged them to strive for realizing
the goal of growing 1.6 million acres of sum
mer paddy.

In addition to the agriculture sector, live-

Ayeyawady Division. The incubator of South
West Command can produce 2,700 chickeg
every six days. Moreover, local pedigre
chicken are being raised at Apinhnahse Farn
near Yangon-Pathein Highway.

Together with the development in thg
agriculture sector, Ayeyawady Division is wit
nessing new roads and bridges as constry
tion of roads and bridges for regional devel
opment is being carried out with momentum

Ngawun river-crossing Pathein Bridge is
under construction. Over six miles of new road

Pathein-Chaungtha motor road. Measures ar
also being taken to connect the approad
bridge and old Pathein-Ngwe Hsaung moto|
road.

It is sure that the bridge will also con-
tribute much towards the smooth flow of com
modities, thereby helping raise the economig
social and regional development.

Farmers of Ayeyawady Division arg
urged to actively take part in efforts to put
1.6 million acres of land under summer paddy
and to boostthe per acre yield and regional

At the same time, efforts are being madp

stock breeding tasks are being carried out i

is being built to link Pathein Bridge and|
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(development endeavours. )

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects teaching and learning activities in Kwinwaing Village BEHS (Branch)
in Thandwe Township. +~a

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects regional development tasks in
Rakhine State

YANGON, 15 Nov—
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than of
the Ministry of Defence, yes-
terday, left here by air and
arrived at Thandwe in
Rakhine State at 7 am. He
was welcomed there by
Chairman of Rakhine State
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Western Command Maj-Gen
Maung Oo and officials.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than and party proceeded to
ice and cold storage factory
run by Annawahlwan Co.Ltd
in Thabyugyaing of Thandwe
Township.

Director U Myint Soe
and Manager U Kyaw Myint
of the company reported to
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than on
matters relating to renting the
ice and cold storage factory
from Fisheries Department of
the Ministry of Livestock and
Fisheries, arrangements being
made to repair the factory
and producing of ice. Maj-
Gen Maung Oo made a sup-
plementary report.

After giving instructions
to officials, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than inspected the
factory. Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party ar-
rived at Affiliated Basic Edu-
cation High School in
Kwinwaing Village. They
were welcomed there by

Rakhine State Education Of-
ficer U Thaung Sein and of-
ficials. Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than viewed round the
school. At the school, Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than met with
local people. First,
Kyaukkalat Village Tract
PDC Chairman U Hla Pu
reported on formation of the
village tract and education,
health, economy and trans-
port of the village tract.
Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than made a speech saying
that he was there to observe
the objective conditions of
the region and fulfill the
needs. He continued to say
that only when there is peace
and tranquillity in the region
will there be better condition
to carry out regional devel-
opment tasks. Eighty percent
of the population of the coun-
try reside in rural areas and
rural area development un-
dertakings are being carried
out after laying down the five
rural development tasks, he
noted. It is required to extend
paddy cultivation and in do-
ing so, it is necessary to use
quality strains of crops, or-
ganic and inorganic fertilizer
and extend the sown acreage,
he stressed. Afterwards, Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than cor-
dially greeted those present.
Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party pro-
ceeded to Station Hospital in

Kwinwaing village. Head of
District Health Department
Dr Khine Soe and people
welcomed them.

After inspecting the hos-
pital, Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than gave necessary instruc-
tions. Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than also met with officers,
other ranks and their fami-
lies of local battalion at the
hall of the battalion. He gave
instructions on carrying out
agricultural and livestock
breeding tasks on a manage-
able scale and income gener-
ating of the families. Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than and party
next arrived at Amata Resort
and Spa Ngapali which is
under construction on
Ngapali beach in Myabyin
Village Tract in Thandwe
Township where they were
welcomed by Managing Di-
rector U Win Aung and offi-
cials of United International
Group. The managing direc-
tor reported to Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than on construction
of Amata Resort and Spa
Ngapali hotel. Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party were
conducted round the con-
struction site by officials.

Amata Resort and Spa
Project is being implemented
on 5.2 acres of land on
Ngapali Beach. Architect U
Zaw Moe of Spine Architect
made design for the project
and the construction is under

the supervision of K&W
Syndicate.

On completion of the
project, the hotel will include
105 rooms with the main
building, kitchen room,
swimming pool, and two sto-
rey building with 12 rooms.
They next arrived at the con-
struction site of Ngapali
Beach Hotel which is being
built by Tun Lin Yaung
Company. Director U Zeya
Min Din of the company re-
ported to Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than on construction
of the hotel.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than and party were con-
ducted round the construction
site by officials. Tun Lin
Yaung Company is imple-
menting the Ngapali Beach
Hotel Project on 4.33 acres
of land. It is implemented in
two phases— in the first
phase, there will be 37 rooms
that can accommodate 74
guests and in the second
phase, 35 rooms for 70
guests.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than next arrived at local
battalion in Thandwe and met
with officers, other ranks and
their families. After giving
instructions on extension of
agriculture and livestock
breeding tasks Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party left
there in the evening.

MNA

Culture Ministry offers Soon to Sangha

YANGON, 15Nov — Staff
of the Ministry of Culture of-
fered Sooro Sayadaws (Aca-
demic) of the State Pariyatti
Sasana University and mem-
bers of the Sangha at Mogok
Refectory, Kaba Aye Hill this

RESPECT-PAYING CEREMONY HELD: Myanmar Englneerlng Society held a re
paying ceremony at Yangon Technological University on 15-11-2003. Photos s|
members of the society paying respects to senior engineers and architects. —

morning. Minister for Cul-
ture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung at-
tended the ceremony and of-
fered provisions to Sayadaws.

Present on the occasion
were State Pariyatti Sasana
University (Yangon) Rector
Sayadaw AggaMahaPandita
Bhaddanta Pandita
Bhivamsa, directors-general,
deputy directors-general of
the departmentunder the min-

istry, rectors, professors and
directors of the University of
Culture, departmental offi-
cials and staff families. First,
the minister and the congre-
gation received the Five Pre-
cepts from Rector Sayadaw
Agga Maha Pandita
Bhaddanta Panita Bhivamsa.

Next, the minister offered
provisions to the Rector
Sayadaw. Afterwards, Min-

ister Maj-Gen Kyi Aung pre-
sented K 180,000 for
offeeering Soondonated by
staff families of the ministry
to Director of Department of
Promotion and Propagation
of Sasana U Aung Khine.
After that, the congrega-
tion shared merits gained and
offered Soonto members of
the Sangha.
MNA

Auto-Exchange Spare Parts Factory opens

YANGON, 15 Nov— The
Auto-Exchange Spare Parts
Factory of FISCA Enterprises
was opened at No 1/B, Pyay
Road 9th Mile, Mayangon
Township yesterday evening.

The opening ceremony

SReEtattended by Minister for
N@Wmmunications, Posts and
Telegraph Brig-Gen Thein

Zaw, Minister for Livestock
Breeding and Fisheries Brig-
Gen Maung Maung Thein,
Deputy Minister for Informa-
tion Brig-Gen Aung Thein,
Economic and Commercial
Counsellor Mr Jin Honggen,
delegates to Yunan Telecom
Group and guests. After the
ceremony, those in attend-

ance viewed round the show
room of FISCA Enterprises.

Next, officials of FISCA
Enterprises presented reports
to the ministers and guests on
functions of the enterprises.

Afterwards, the ministers
and guests viewed round the
Auto-Exchange Spare Parts
Factory. — MNA
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Three UStroopskilled in Iraq asWashington
steps up fight against guerillas

BacHpAD, 15 Nov— Three more US soldiers were killed in attacks in Iraq as the US military on Friday steppe
up the fight against armed resistance to its occupation of the country, foiling an alleged plot to fire rockets at

American base. The intensification of the US offensive against alleged guerillas came as Washington explort
faster handover of power to Iragis in the wake of a surge in violence since the start of the month.

The two soldiers were
killed and three more
wounded when their convoy
was struck by an explosive
charge north of Baghdad late
Thursday, a military state-
ment said Friday.

“Two Task Force
Ironhorse soldiers were
killed and three were
wounded when the convoy
they were traveling in was
attacked with an improvised
explosive device at approxi-
mately 4:30pm (1330 GMT)
on November 13,” it said.

A Ist Armoured Division
soldier died from wounds
received when his convoy
was struck in a similar bomb-
ing attack Friday morning in
central Baghdad, another
military statement said.

Two other soldiers re-
ceived shrapnel wounds in
that attack.

The latest casualties come
amid a surge in violence that
has killed more than 41 US
soldiers in combat since the

start of November.

The deaths also raised to
160 the number of US sol-
diers killed in combat in Iraq
since May 1, when Wash-
ington declared major hos-
tilities over.

A military spokesperson

also said Friday a US civil-
ian working for the US army
was killed and another
wounded when assailants
opened fire late Thursday on
them as they were travelling
north of Baghdad.

In an effort to stem rising

attacks, US forces stepped
up their offensive military
operations in Baghdad and
further north, in regions
considered as strongholds of
ousted president Saddam
Hussein.

Internet

other, news reports said.

The six journalists were
travellinginaconvoy of three
jeeps from the Kuwaiti bor-
der to Basra when they came

e :tﬂ?‘ ;
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The scene of the incident in which three US soldiers were killstkrzer

under attack, Lisbon-based
radio TSFreported. They had
no military escort.

Onan opensstretch of road,
two vehicles containing five
armed men pulled up along-
side the convoy and began
shooting, one of the journal-
ists — Sofia Lorena of the
newspaper Publico — told
S.I.C. television by satellite
telephone.

The front two jeeps man-
aged to flee and reach Basra
but the third attempted to
turn around when it was cap-
tured, she said.

MariaJoaoRuela,anS.I.C
reporter, was shot and
wounded intheleg, TSF said.

ATSFreporterin the con-
voy, Carlos Raleiras, went

|IAEA rejects US

criticism of

VIENNA, 15 Nov— The UN nuclear watchdog on Thurs-
day rejected criticism of its report on Iran’s nuclear
programme by a senior US official, who said the UN wa
wrong to conclude it had no evidence Teheran wanted

atomic weapons.

In the first US reaction to
a confidential report by the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), Undersec-
retary of State John Bolton
said the agency’s conclusion
that there was no evidence of
a nuclear arms programme
was “impossible to believe”.

IAEA spokesman Mark
Gwozdecky responded: “We
stand by the report, but it’s
confidential and will be con-
sidered at next week’s
(IAEA) board meeting.” He
declined further comment.

In the report, which was
circulated among officials on
Monday and obtained by
Reutersthe IAEA said Iran
had a centrifuge uranium
enrichment programme for
18 years and a high-tech la-
ser enrichment programme
for 12 years, both of which it

Iran report

kept hidden from the United
Nations.

The report also said Iran
admitted to producing small
amounts of plutonium, use-
able in a bomb and with vir-
tually no civilian uses, and
had conducted secret tests of
its enrichment centrifuges
using nuclear material.

All of these activities
could be linked to bomb-
making.

“To date there is no evi-
dencethat (Iran’s) previously
undeclared nuclear material
and activities referred to
above were related to a nu-
clear weapons programme,”
the TAEA said in the report.

But the agency also made
it clear it had yet to declare
Iran innocent of US charges
it had a secret weapons pro-
gramme.—MNA/Reuters

Syriasays US sanction
will not hurt Damascus

Dawmascus, 15 Nov— Syria’s state media on Thursda
brushed off the threat of American sanctions, saying
they would not harm Damascus and were only an at
tempt to force Syria to toe the line on Israel.

The remarks were Syr-
ia’s first response to a US
Senate vote this week toim-
pose economic and diplo-
matic sanctions on Damas-
cus, which Washington ac-
cuses of backing “terror-
ism”.

In an editorial, the al
Baathdaily said the legisla-
tion would mean little to
Syria, but would damage US
interests by aligning them
with those of Israel, Syria’s
arch foe.

“It’s clear that the Syria
Accountability Act neither

§issing. He was later con-
cted on his satellite phone
by the Portuguese news
agency Lusa.
“I’ve beenkidnapped. It’s
a very confused situation. I
can’ttalk now,” Raleiras told
- the agency. Raleiras was not

“Gunmen hit Portuguese
"teportersin Irag

Liseon (Portugal), 15 Nov— Gunmen opened fire on
jeeps carrying Portuguese journalists in southern Iraq
on Friday, wounding one reporter and kidnapping an-

wounded in the attack, the
other reporters said.

The journalists were head-
ing to Basra where Portu-
guese police are deploying
with British forces.

Portugal sent 128 police
officers to Iraq as planned
Wednesday, but rerouted
them to Basra instead of
Nasiriyah, where a bombing
attack at the Italian paramili-
tary base killed more than
two dozen people.

The journalists were from
S.I.C., state television
Radiotelevisao Portuguesa,
private channel TVI, TSF,
radio station Renascenca,
and daily paper Publico.

On Thursday, armed men
briefly detained three Portu-
guese journalists on a road
near and robbed one of them
before US troops arrived.

Armed men in jeeps inter-
cepted the journalists’ vehi-
cles, one carrying a reporter
and a photographer from
daily Jornal de Noticias and
the other with areporter from
state radio Radiodifusao
Portuguesa, as they ap-
proached Basra.—Internet

their anxiety that (Washing-
ton’s policy of) falling in
line with the Israeli project
will not benefit the Ameri-
cans.”

The bill to impose sanc-
tions would ban US oil
companies from investing
in the country’s energy in-
dustry.

The al-Thawra daily
echoed the sentiment that
the legislation would do lit-
tle to advance Washington’s
interests in Iraq or else-
where.

MNA/Reuters

professionals.

Indian brands can
upstage global players

JAIPUR, 15 Nov— Indian brands that represent a range
of goods and services, from airlines to mangoes, have the
potential to match or even upstage well-established glo-
bal brands as all the “key ingredients” of an Indian
success story are already there, Ian Batey, the interna-
tionally revered marketing guru, said here.

Indian brands like Infosys, Wipro, TCS, Ranbaxy, Tetley,
and Reliance have the potential to eclipse Western giants in
both size and global brand recognition within the next 10
years, Batey told delegates attending Ad Asia 2003, the
ongoing biennial convention of advertising and marketing

MNA/PTI

serves America nor harms
Syria, something reasonable
people in Washington grasp
completely,” it said, arguing
that the bill proved Syria’s
importance to the region.
“The emphasis that US
officials, including support-
ers of ‘Accountability’,
place on Syria’srole reflects

Germany to pull plug on nuclear power plant

BeruiN, 15 Nov— Germany switches off on Friday the first of 19 operational
nuclear power stations due to be shut down over the next two decades under legislati

to phase out nuclear energy.

The 672 megawatt Stade nuclear reactor
near the northern port of Hamburg is Ger-
many’s second oldest. Work on dismantling
the plant, owned by utility E.ON, is due to
begin in 2005, once its fuel has been re-

in 1998.

about 2025, but

The centre-left government agreed with
industry in 2000 to phase out all reactors by

afterwards remains a source of controversy.

the question of what happens

Two tourists walk in front of ‘Moai’ statues, near the town of Hanga Roa on Easter

Island, 4,000 km (2,486 miles) west of Santiago, October 20, 2003. Easter Island’s

mysterious ‘Moai,’ giant head statues carved out of volcanic rock, are in danger of

being destroyed by years of tropical rains and wind as well as careless humans and
farms animals—INTERNET

moved.

Germany’s Greens made phasing out
nuclear power a condition for forming a
coalition with Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder’s Social Democrats (SPD)

Nuclear power generates nearly a third of
Germany’s electricity and the government is
divided over which other energy sources
should replace it.

MNA/Reuterg
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Bush loses credibility with public
over lraq war

WASHINGTON, 15 Nov —
President George W Bush
credibility has suffered a
notable decline as a result of
the Iraq war and its after-
math, according to anew poll
released Thursday by the
University of Maryland’s
Program on International
Policy Attitudes (PIPA).

The percentage of people
who now believe that
Bush and his administration
were presenting evidence

they knew to be false to
justify the decision to go to
war last March has doubled
from ten percent five months
ago to 21 percent in the new
PIPA polls, which con-
ducted its survey of more
than 1,000 adults contacted
at random from October 31
through November 10.
Moreover, there was an 11
percent rise in the percent-
age of respondents who say
Bush’s performance on Iraq
would make them next
year’s presidential elec-
tions—from 31 percent in
September to 42 percent—

according to PIPA director,
Steve Kull.

“For the first time, the
president’s handling of Iraq
has shifted from a net posi-
tive to a net negative for his
electoral prospects,” Kull told
reporters Thursday.

The poll, the latest in a
series that has tried to assess
in depth the evolution of US
public’s foreign-policy atti-
tudes, suggests that the pub-
lic remains highly conflicted
about the Iragwar.

While a clear majority
believe that the administra-
tion took the country to war
on incorrect assumptions
based on faulty—or little or
no—actual evidence, a plu-
rality still believe thatit was
the best thing Washington
could do, and an over-
whelming majority of 77
percentbelieve Washington
now has the responsibility
to remain in Iraq until a sta-
ble government can be put
in place.

“The majority’s views
about the decision to go to

war are nuanced,” Kull said.

“It believes there were le-
gitimate concerns that
prompted the decision, while
at the same time it believes
the threat was not imminent
and the decision was taken
precipitously, without proper
international support.”

In many ways, the public
has now returned to its pre-
war skepticism about going
towarin the first place. Until
the eve of the March 20 in-
vasion, majorities of the
public consistently favored
giving more time to UN arms
inspectors to find whether
ousted Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein had weap-
ons of mass destruction
(WMD) and to the effort to
marshal more support from
US allies, according to nu-
merous polls. Once the war
was launched, however,
strong majorities rallied be-
hind the decision to go to
war and told pollsters that
Bush had waited long
enough for a diplomatic so-
lution.

Some 61 percent of re-
spondents in the latest PIPA
poll now say that
the US should have taken
more time to find out about
Iraq’salleged WMD program,
and 59 percent say it should
have taken more time to build
international backing.

The poll also found that
amajority of Americans now
believe that the evidence that
the US had on Iraq did not
meet appropriate internat-
ional standards for going to
war without the approval of
the UN Security Council.

Internet

in Tikrit.

north of the capital.

US civilian killed in
northern Iraq

Tikrit (Iraq), 15 Nov—An American civilian working
for the US army was killed and another wounded when
assailants opened fire on them as they were travelling
north of Baghdad, a military spokeswoman said.

“Yesterday (Thursday) atapproximately 1:00 pm (1000
GMT) two civilian vehicles were travelling north near
Balad when attackers drove up from behind and fired
automatic weapons at them,” said Major Josslyn Aberle.

“One civilian was killed and the other was wounded,”
said Aberle, a spokeswoman for the 4th Infantry Division

She said the two were Americans working for the US
army in Iraq. Balad is located 70 kilometers (45 miles)

Internet

China draws on global wisdom
in sci-tech planning

BEUING, 15 Nov— Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao said here Thursday that China is open
to the advice of overseas experts in the
process of drafting a medium and long-term
plan for the advancing of science and tech-
nology.

Wen said China adopts an open approach
indrafting a plan that is oriented to the world
and the future.

Wen made the remarks in a meeting
with overseas experts attending a forum
on science and technology development
planning for the coming two decades in
Beijing.

Wen said that in the new situation of
rapidly advancing science and technology in
the world, drafting the national plan requires
a strategic study that focuses on the overall
situation, strategic priorities and long-term
prospects.

He said the forum has been designed to
solicit the opinions and advice of Chinese
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and international experts who specialize in
different areas. He called for the experts
attending the meeting to continue to contrib-
ute their wisdom to the advancing of science
and technology in China.

Noting that scientific and technological
advances have become a powerful driving
force of China’s social and economic devel-
opment, Wen said the country must pursue a
route of new industrialization in its effort to
build a well-off society. To this end, China is
drafting a long-term plan of scientific and
technological development so as to enhance
the nation’s innovative capacity and com-
petitiveness.

Among the attendees of the meeting
are State Councillor Chen Zhili, Vice-Chair-
man of the National Committee of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consultative Confer-
ence (CPPCC) Xu Kuangdi and Minister of
Science and Technology Xu Guanhua.

MNA/Xinhua

act lor peag

Anti-war demonstrators opposing US Defence Secretary Donald H Rumsfeld’s vil

Japan march through Tokyo streets with a banner reading ‘Rumsfeld is terrorist
Bush too’ Friday night, on 14 Nov, 2003- INTERNET

A bomb which detonated as a US convoy passed killed two American soldiers and
wounded three on 13 November, the US Army says. A military spokesman said the
attack happened near the town of Samarra at around 4:30 pm on Thursday. US Army

troops are pictured in a file phote- INTERNET

Lonpon, 15 Nov — Sci-
entists dampened hopes of
finding large amounts of
water on the dark side of the
Moon on Wednesday with
new evidence showing that
if any deposits existed, they
are in short supply.

Data from the Clementine
and Lunar Prospector space
missionsinthe 1990shad sug-
gested there could be signifi-
cant supplies of water, vital to
support life and human colo-
nies on the Moon, stashed in
the craters near the poles.

But after conducting a
radar survey of craters con-
stantly in shadow at the lu-
nar poles, Bruce Campbell
of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion in Washington DC and
his colleagues said they did
not uncover any evidence of
thick ice deposits.

“Any lunar ice present
within the regions visible to
the Areciboradar must there-
fore be in the form of distrib-
uted grain or thin layers,”
Campbell said in a report in
IsthtOscience journal Nature.
and The wavelengths from

the radio telescope at the

Findings dampen hope of
water on dark side of Moon

Arecibo Observatory in
Puerto Rico that can pen-
etrate deep into the craters
did not produce strong ech-
oes which would have indi-
cated large chunks of ice.

Weaker echoes suggest
any water that is there would
probably be embedded in
rock. If there is water, it
would probably have been
deposited when comets,
which are comprised largely
of ice, collided with the
Moon over billions of years.

Scientists believe most of
the water would have evapo-
rated into space but some
may have collected in the
shadowed craters at the lu-
nar poles.

The presence of water on
the Moon is also important
because it could also be used
for rocket fuel and to establish
arefuelling stationonthe Moon
for solar exploration trips.

Campbell and his team
believe their findings suggest
either fewer comets collided
with the Moon than with other
planets or that there was a
rapid loss of ice on the lunar
surface. — MNA/Reuters

Malaysian PM urges
civil servants to fight
graft

KuarLa Lumpur, 15 Nov
— Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
Thursday urged civil serv-
ants to make a pledge not to
be involved in corruption as
one of initiate measures to
fight the menace.

Abdullah, who is also the
Home Minister, said the fast-
est way in doing so was not
to accept or be involved in

corruption.
“If we pledge to ourselves,
understand (our) res-

ponsibility, we will not want
to be involved in corruption
and corruption will not oc-
cur,” he said when opening
the Home Ministry’s Qual-
ity Day 2003 in Putrajaya
near here.

Abdullah hoped that cor-
ruption would no longer ex-
istamong civil servants after
they made the pledge.

Abdullah also called on
the ministry’s departments
and agencies to be the role
model for other government
bodies inimproving services

to the public. MNA/Xinhua
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WIDESPREAD RESISTANCE AND PROTESTS

AGAINST OCCUPATION FORCES IN IRAQ

to Italy at a military airbase in Nassiriya, southern Iraq on 14 November,
2003. Eighteen Italians were killed by suicide bombers at a military police

An injured Italian soldier is carried onto a plane by colleagues to be evacuated
base in southern Iraq. — INTERNET

US Army soldiers stand next to paramedics truck in Baghdad, Saturday on 15
Nov, 2003, as they evacuated at least four soldiers wounded when a roadside
explosive device went off.

INTERNET

& 1k .

Troops of US Army’s 4th Infantry Division run with their weapons at ready as
they search around the Diala river where Iraqi militants hide outside Baquba
early on 13 November 2003. — INTERNET

q’akistanis burn a US flag

in Lahore on 14 Novem-
ber, 2003. The group was
protesting against the kill-
ing of civilians in Iraq
and demanded the with-
drawal of US-led forces
kfrom Iraq. — INTERNET

("South Korean demon- |
strators hold banners
during a protest against
US Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld’s
visit to Seoul on 15
November, 2003.
About 3,000 South
Koreans staged a noisy
protest in central Seoul
on Saturday, a day
before Rumsfeld’s
visits to Seoul, to
reverse a controversial
decision to send more
troops to help post-war
reconstruction in Iraq.
INTERNET

F J

(

Iraqi boys with their
father watch an US

Army soldier securing
an area of Baghdad
after a roadside bomb
blast injured two
soldiers, on 14 Nov,
2003. US troops
blocked the road for
about an hour and
called residents
through loudspeaker to
help them capture

those who planted the
bomb. — INTERNET
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Portuguese journalist abducted in

Irag, another wounded

Basra, 15 Nov— The US-led coalition launched an investigation into the abductig
of a Portuguese journalist in war-torn southern Iraq in an ambush that left another

reporter wounded.

“We are still trying to locate him. We
haven’t got any update,” said Allison
Simmonds, a spokeswoman for the British
forces leading the multinational troops in
southernIraq. “We always take these things
seriously.”

An Egyptian reporter with pan-Euro-
pean EuroNews TV network told Portu-
guese private television SIC he had spoken
to the kidnappers via mobile phone and
they were demanding 50,000 dollars (42,550
euros) for the release of the journalist.

A number of foreign reporters have been
killed covering the US-led invasion of Iraq
and its aftermath, but this is the firstkidnap-
ping of a journalist since the conflict began
in March.

Earlier the kidnapped reporter, Carlos
Raleiras, managed to get in touch with the
radio station he works for in Lisbon via his
mobile phone and issue a plea for help.

“T am waiting for someone who speaks
Arabic to please call me. I have to stop
talking, OK?” he told private radio TSF as
voices could be heard in the background.

Two cars carrying armed men pulled up
beside the convoy of three jeeps carrying
Raleiras and other Portuguese journalists to
Basra just ten minutes after they crossed the
border from Kuwait, SIC reported.

The gunmen shot at the tires of the first
jeep which Raleiras was driving, striking
one of the two other occupants of the car,
SIC television reporter Maria Joao Ruela, in
the leg.

When Ruela and the other passenger got
out of the car, the attackers climbed in and
made off with Raleiras still inside, the
wounded reporter told SIC from Basra where
she underwent surgery at a British military
hospital.

The ambush was the second in two days
on Portuguese correspondents in southern
Iraq.

On Thursday two reporters and a photog-
rapher working for the Diaro de Noticias
newspaper and RDP radio were ambushed
on the road between Nasiriyah and Basra by
armed men who stole one of their jeeps.

The three escaped unharmed. —Internet

o g

» UN says full return to Iraq still

uncertain

Nicosia, 15 Nov — A top UN official involved in deciding when staff should fully
return to Irag said Friday it was hard to envision such a move until security

improved. “It is hard to
envision we would be able
to carry out the full range
of activities we would like
to do ... until security im-
proves,” Kevin Kennedy,
chief of the Humanitarian
Emergency Branch of the
Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs,
told Reuters.

Kennedy and other top
UN officials were meeting
in Cyprus to make a recom-
mendation to UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan on the
return of staff tolraq.

Most staff were pulled
out after an August 19 at-
tack on the organization’s
headquarters in Baghdad
killed 22 staff and visitors,
including the head of the
operation, Sergio Vieira de
Mello.

Kennedy said the discus-
sions would end at the

weekend when a recom-
mendation would be made
to Annan.

“The security situation is
not uniform throughout the
country and there are parts
where we can work — more
safe and secure than other
parts,” Kennedy said.

“It is not a uniform pic-
ture and we’ll adjust opera-
tions region by region.”

After the August attack,
Annan drastically reduced
staff in Iraq and earlier
this month withdrew the last
20 from Baghdad after a
week of violence that in-
cluded the bombing of the
Baghdad headquarters of
the International Committee
for the Red Cross.

Annan also put two se-
curity officials on leave af-
ter an independent panel
issued a scathing report on
safety precautions before

the August bombing of the
Baghdad UN offices.

“Everybody is concerned
about their security...I think
people are also frustrated
because there is important
work to do and (we) are un-
able to do it to the extent
we would like to at the mo-
ment. It’s frustrating,” said
Kennedy. About 40 or so
foreign staff remain in
northern Iraq where it is
safer. Some 4,000 Iraqi staff
are still on the UN payroll
throughout Iraq.

Asked if it was unlikely
there would be a full return
of international staff,
Kennedy replied: “I
wouldn’t say it’s unlikely
and there are a variety of
ways to go back — longer
term, shorter term or visits.
‘We hope to be back as soon
as we possibly can.”

Internet

WHO says developing world faces
mounting diabetes risk

GENEVA, 15 Nov— An explosion in diabetes cases over coming decades could
compound the problems of health care in the developing world, already battling killer
diseases such as AIDS, the World Health Organization (WHO) said on Friday.

US Army troops secure an area of Baghdad after a roadside bomb blast injured
soldiers on 14 November, 2003. INTERNET

Report says Singapore, Chinaintalks on FTA

SINGAPORE, 15 Nov— Sin-
gapore and China have
started working-level talks
onabilateral free trade agree-
ment (FTA), local Press re-
ported on Friday.

Singapore Trade and In-
dustry Minister George Yeo
made the remark in an inter-
view with the Japanese busi-

ness daily Nihon Keizai
Shimbunin Singapore on
Thursday, said
Channelnewsasia, a local
English-language television,
on its website.

Yeo was quoted as saying
that Prime Minister Goh Chok
Tong may propose launch-
ing formal negotiations on the

FTA when he visits Beijing
next week. If the two coun-
tries agree to sign a free trade

Population growth and changing diets
could cause the number of sufferers in the
developing world to more than double in 30
years to around 285 million from 115 mil-
lion at present, the United Nations agency
said.

“Even as these countries are struggling
to address the problems of HIV/AIDS, ma-
laria and tuberculosis, they must also pre-
pare to deal with the onslaught of diseases
that come with changes in lifestyle and

twgeing,” said Dr. Catherine Le Gales-Camus,
WHO assistant director-general.

Diabetes, which is caused by too much
glucose in the blood, can lead to kidney
failure, blindness and problems of circula-
tion that can result in the amputation of
limbs. In a statement marking World Dia-
betes Day, the WHO said it was stepping up

efforts to help developing countries tackle
the increased risk of diabetes through infor-
mation programmes to raise awareness of
the importance of diet and exercise.

“Much of the projected increase is pre-
ventable through attention to diet and physi-
cal activity in the population,” Le Gales-
Camus added.

The number of diabetes cases around
the world has jumped to some 170 million
from little over 30 million 20 years ago,
largely due to unhealthy diets, obesity and
lack of exercise. The WHO estimates that it
kills around 800,000 people a year.

‘While most diabetics in developed coun-
tries will be 65 or overin 2030, in developing
countries the majority will be in the 45-65
age range when they should still be able to
work, the WHO added.—MNA/Reuters

agreement, Singapore will be
the first member country of
the Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
have such a pact with China,
said the television report
MNA/Xinhua

US Internet media giant to enter online
music market

Los ANGELES, 15 Nov— US Internet
media giant CNET Networks announced
Friday thatitis acquiring the assets of online
music distributor MP3.com, a step to enter
the online music market.

News of the deal first surfaced in an e-
mail sent by MP3.com to its customers and
posted to its site late Thursday. In the e-
mail, MP3.com informed users that its web
site would no longer be accessible in its
current form and that CNET Networks plans
to reintroduce the music site with new
features and services.

San Francisco-based CNET Networks

Builder.com, GameSpot, mySimon.com and
News.com.

CNET Networks representatives said the
company aims to augment its position as a
provider of interactive content through the
acquisition, with plans to enter the online
music market through MP3.com. However,
revamped site would not compete with music
download services such as Napster. Instead,
the company plans to turn MP3.com into a
source of information for digital music.

MP3.com was once the standard-bearer
for digital visionaries looking to the Internet

Volkswagen AG Chairman Bernd Pischetrsrieer (foregrouﬁd) poses for phatographers

by a new Golf 5 car with Executive Vice President Detlef Wittig

to undermine the power of the traditional
music business.

(behind Pischetrsrieder) and Wigfried Bockelmann (far left), R&D board member, at a
press preview of the Tokyo Motor Show in Makuhari, east of Tokyo. The Tokyo Motor
Show opens to the general public on 25 GdiNTERNET

operates an array of technology-oriented
web sites including CNET.com,

MNA/Xinhua
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First day session of ninth 47-member plenary meeting of the fifth
State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee commences

YANGON, 15 Nov — The
first day session of the ninth
47-member plenary meeting
of the fifth State Sangha
Maha Nayaka Committee
was held at the Vijaya
Mingalar Dhammathabin
Hall on Kaba Aye Hill here
this morning.

Present on the occasion
were members of the State
Sangha Maha Nayaka Com-
mittee, Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung, Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Thura
AungKo, Adviseratthe State
Peace and Development
Council Office U Arnt

ment Dr Myo Myint, Direc-
tor-General of the Depart-
ment for Promotion and
Propagation of the Sasana U
Sann Lwin and departmen-
tal officials. On behalf of the
chairman of the SSMNC the
Sayadaw of Myingyan
Koehsaung Monastery,
Vice-Chairman of the
SSMNC Dawei Gawthita-
yama Monastery Sayadaw
Abhidhaja Maha Rattha
Guru Bhaddanta Acinna-
bhivamsa presided over the
meeting. Joint-Secretary of
the SSMNC Sayadaw Agga
Maha Pandita Bhaddahna
Osadhabhivamsa acted as

emonies announced the
number of the Sayadaws
present and the meeting was
valid. The SSMNC vice-
chairman Sayadaw read out
the Saraniya Ovadakatha of
the SSMNC chairman
Sayadaw.

Afterwards, the minister
supplicated on religious af-
fairs. Joint-Secretary
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Pandita Dvipitakadhara
Bhaddanta Jagarabhivamsa
presented the brief report on
tasks carried out during the
third term of the fifth
SSMNC (Third Branch).
Next, Vinicchaya, Sasana

The meeting continues
tomorrow. Wellwishers Ma-
jor Aung Kyaw Myo-Daw
May Kyu Kyu Khaing of
Yawmingyi Yeiktha in
Dagon Township, Daw Mya
Mya family of Phonegyi
Street, Lanmadaw Town-
ship, the association for sun-
dry matters of the SSMNC
and U Tin Sein-Daw Kyin
Thein and family of 27th
Street, Pabedan Township
and U Hnin Sein-Daw Mya
Nyein and family at the cor-
nerof Salinand Natsin streets
in Kyimyindine Township
offered meals and dessert to
the Sayadaws who attended

master of the ceremonies.
The master of the cer-

Maung, Director-General of
the Religious Affairs Depart-

and academic matters were
discussed.

the meeting on 12, 13, 14
and 15 November. — MNA

Efficient use of electricity

* Use daylight as the main source of light

* Use the least possible amount of electricity
only if there is not enough natural light

* Use the least possible amount of electricity
required in production and service enter-
prises

*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others

There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving g
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that i
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

Dear Little Sister, they are so admirabl

Khin Myanmar

Oh, Dear Little Sister, the Government formed the
Myanmar Women’s Sports Federation on 21 March 1991,
with the aim of promoting the health and fitness and the
sports of women to bring out brilliant new generation
athletes, transforming the activity of small groups into the
mass activity for physical, mental and moral development
and better health and fitness of women leading to strength-
ening the national defence force, and raising the women’s
sports standard.

The Myanmar National Committee for Women’s
Affairs, the Ministry of Sports and the Myanmar Wom-
en’s Sports Federation held a national level conference on
women and sports at International Business Centre from
28 to 29 September 2003. At the opening of the confer-
ence, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt delivered an
address, saying, “At present, the Government is acceler-
ating its efforts in multi sectors for development of the
Myanmar women and enabling them to stand shoulder to
shoulder with their counterparts of the world. In striving
for the nation to catch up with the world countries, the
Government has upheld the conviction — the rise in the
national sports standard will help raise the national dig-
nity. Thus, it is trying to promote sports as a national task.
The Government’s efforts in implementing the task are:
for physical, spiritual and moral development of women
and promoting of the women’s sports to reach the world
level. Now outstanding women athletes are continuously
emerging in the nation. Women are now taking part en-
ergetically in the sports federations, sports management
activities and health sector for their long-term develop-
ment. As the Myanmar women have been enjoying equal
rights with men throughout history, they have been able
to show their ability together with the latter in all sectors.
Outstanding athletes are continuously emerging in the
women’s sports sector.”

In 1924, Myanmar women played a fund-raising
soccer match for cyclone victims. But there were criti-
cisms those days that playing football was against the
traditions and culture of Myanmar women. Myanmar
women started to take part in the weightlifting in 1936.
After 50 years, Myanmar women were able to play a role
in weightlifting.

Due to the encouragement of the Government,
women athletes, who have won the admiration of not only
the nation, but also the world, are emerging. In addition
to regional sports events, they are also winning medals in
the international competitions within a short span of time.
The Myanmar women athletes even won the Women and
Sports Trophy for Asia of the International Olympic

Comnmittee.

Many outstanding women athletes have brought
honour to the nation. In the XVIII Southeast Asian Games,
Myanmar women won one gold, three silver, and four
bronze in weightlifting; four bronze in tackwondo; one
silver in traditional martial arts; two bronze in traditional
rowing; one silver and four bronze in judo; a bronze medal
in soccer; two gold, one silver and five bronze in track
and field. In the XIX SEA Games, they won one gold and
one silver in sepak takraw; three gold and one silver in
weightlifting; one gold, two silver and one bronze in tra-
ditional rowing; three bronze in international rowing; one
silver and five bronze in track and field; one silver in
soccer; one silver in shooting; one silver in swimming;
one silver and one bronze in tackwondo; one silver and
two bronze in wushu; and one bronze in yachting. In the
XIII Asian Games, they won one silver in sepak takraw;
one gold and one silver in 1998 cane ball contest; and
three silver in weightlifting. In the XX SEA Games, the
Myanmar women won three gold, one silver in traditional
rowing; two silver in track and field; one silver in karatedo;
two bronze in traditional martial arts; and two bronze in
swimming; In the XXI SEA Games, they won two gold
in judo; one gold in rowing; one gold in swimming; two
gold in shooting; four gold in weightlifting; two gold in
wushu; and one gold in yachting totalling 13 gold, nine
silver and 19 bronze. They were so admirable, Dear Little
Sister.

The State honoured the victorious athletes on grand
occasions. At the 2003 World Women’s Day which falls
on 3 July, wushu gold medalist Ma Khaing Khaing Maw
and victorious disabled athlete Ma Nyunt Nyunt Win were
honoured at a grand ceremony. At the XV Asian Games
in Manila, the Philippines, Ma Yin Yin Khaing won two
gold, one in 400-metre race and another in 800-metre
event. The State honoured her at Mya Yeik Nyo (Royal)
Hotel on 27 September 2003 evening and presented her a
prize of US $ 600 and K 2.3 million. Ma Yin Yin Khaing,
who is a staff of Yangon City Development Committee,
was promoted from assistant supervisor to deputy super-
visor. You should emulate her, Dear Little Sister.

At present, the Government is making efforts to
raise the standard of Myanmar sports till reaching the
international level. Thus, Dear Little Sister, I wish you to
strive to become an outstanding athlete who brings hon-
our to the nation.

sfeskeokskosk
(Translation: TMT)
Myanma Alin: 18 October 2003.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmal
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

*  The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build g
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

* Do not be frightened

whenever intimidated
* Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered

* Do not be softened
whenever appeased
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Prime Minister ...

(from page 1)
The corner-stone laying ceremony of the building was
held at the pandal in the monastery. First, the Prime Minister
inspected the scale model of the building.

Next, Chairman U Aye Pe of Upahtaka Committee
(Main) explained the purpose of construction of the build-
ing. Preceded by the Sayadaws led by Secretary of the State
Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee the Magway Sayadaw,
the Prime Minister and party took the respective positions at
the sites for the building. The corner-stone laying ceremony
commenced with three-time recitation of Namotassaand
State Calendar Adviser U Kyaw read out the stone inscrip-
tions.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister placed the silver casket
at the centre of the foundation of the building.

The Prime Minister, the commander, the ministers and
the chairman of the Upahtaka Committee laid the corner
stones at the same time. Meanwhile, members of the Sangha
recited parittas. Next, the Prime Minister laid the stone
plaque in the middle of the foundation and sprinkled scented
water on it.

After the ceremony, the Prime Minister performed ritu-
als of golden and silver showers to mark the successful
completion of the ceremony.

Later, a cash donations presentation ceremony for con-
struction of the building was held at the monastery.

First, the Prime Minister and the congregation kept still
and silent for one minute in memory of the fine practices,
concentration, and wisdom of the Mingon Tri-pitika Dhara
Dhamma Bhandagarika Sayadaw.

Next, the Prime Minister and the congregation took the
Five Precepts from the pro-rector Sayadaw (Academic) of
the International Theravada Buddhist Missionary Univer-
sity Bhamo Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita Dr Bhaddanta
Kumarabhivamsa (D-Litt).

The Prime Minister presented offertories to the Magway
Sayadaw, and the commander, ministers, mayor, and deputy
minister to members of the Sangha.

Later, the commander and ministers accepted K
126,660,881 donated by 69 wellwishers including K
34,828,181 by U Chan Tun and daughter Daw Nyunt Yi of
Sangyoung Township, K 10 million by Daw Hse (Ngwe
Hse, Ngwe Yadana Co), K 5 million by Dr U Win Myint,
Daw Khaing Khing Oo and family, K 5 million by U Win
Htein, Daw Win Yin Myint and family, K 2.5 million by
Daw Shu Kyu of Dagon Township, K 2.5 million by Hsinmin
U Tin Shwe, Daw Kyi Kyi and family, K 2 million by
Architect U Zaw Win of GMS Management System Archi-
tectural Co Ltd, K 2 million by Dr Thein Tun, Dr Daw Than
Toe and family, and K 2 million by (U Hla Win Naing (a)
U Kyaw Sein), wife Daw Tin Tin Khaing and family, and
presented certificates of honour to them.

Next, the Magway Sayadaw delivered a sermon, fol-
lowed by sharing the merits gained. After the ceremony, the
Prime Minister performed the rituals of golden and silver
showers to mark the success of the ceremony. — MNA

j-
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party and congregation receive the Five Precepts from Pro-rector
(Academic) Bhamo Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita Dr Bhaddanta Kumarabhivamsa (B-tt).

of extended building of Titipitaka Nikaya Monasterymna

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt places stone plaque on the cornerstone at cornerstone laying ceremony

Myanmar women, like men enjoy equal rights...

(from page 1)

Although the men and
women have equal rights,
every Myanmar woman al-
ways gives first priority to
their husband. Those who
do not understand such
Myanma noble practice
make accusations on
Myanmar women saying
they donotenjoy equal rights
like men, he added.

There are different prac-
tices such as women enjoy-
ing the first priority and the
children not paying much
respect to their parents do
exist in some other coun-
tries that do not understand
Myanmanoble traditions, he
said.

In Myanmar society mari-
tal life of the husband, the
head of the household and
the wife, alife partner, came
from the Buddhist customs
and it is a Myanma tradi-
tional custom preserved by

Drug dealers sentenced

YaNGoN, 15 Nov— | case, action was taken

Members of Pyu Township
Myanmar Police Station,
Bago Division, acting onin-
formation, searched Shwe
Myitta Passenger Bus with
number plate (5/Kha 7016)
at Pyu Highway Gate on 30
May, 2003 and seized
1.2247 kilos of marijuana
from passenger Ma Ei Ei
Hlaing aboard the vehicle.
In connection with the

against Ma Ei Ei Hlaing,
daughter of U Soe Tint of
Natyaykan Ward, Pyu
Township and the owner of
marijuana, Ma Hla Hla Win
(a) Le Le, daughter of U Soe
Tint of the same ward and
another culprit, Ma Thin
Thin Khine, daughter of U
Akhon of No 3 Bahtoo
Street, Theingonpaing Ward
under Sections 15/19(a)/21

of Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances Law
by Pyu Police Station.
Toungoo District Court
on 8 October handed sen-
tenced Ma Hal HlaWinto 15
years’ imprisonment under
Section 19 (A) and Ma Thin
Thin Khine to 5 years’ im-
prisonment under Section 15
and the court released Ma Ei
Ei Hlaing from custody un-
der Section 258 (1).— MNA

ancestors, he said.

He said in the course of
Myanmar history Myanmar
women had never lost their
rights. Brilliantand outstand-
ing woman entrepreneurs
emerged and they discharged
their duties in the respective
roles.

As Myanmar women are
respected deservedly, the
men treat them with respect.
There are women organiza-
tions such as MNCWA,
Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Association,
Myanmar Women’s Sport
Federation and Myanmar
Women Entrepreneurs As-
sociation carrying out the
tasks for development of the
women sector, he said.

The women organizations
led by women are discharg-
ing various duties voluntar-
ily for development of the
women sector, enjoyment of
their rights and in order not
to lose their rights.

They also care carrying
out the tasks on prevention
of violence against women
and beingill-treated and traf-
ficked.

He said the government is
providing assistance continu-
ously to social organizations
related to women for success
of their noble tasks. It is ob-
vious that there is no loss of
women’srights and theirrole
is also in the fore front. As
they get rights and opportu-

nitiesinall sectors, Myanmar
women have more efficiency
than men in some sectors in-
cluding education, health,
economy, culture and sports,
he added. This vividly shows
that Myanmar women have
equal rights like men and
achieve success in Myanmar
women sector, he said.

With the intention of im-
posing pressures politically
on Myanmar, some Western
powers have been manufac-
turing accusations as if
Myanmar women were sub-
jected to oppression, as if
Myanmar women lost the
rights, and as if Myanmar
women were trafficked.

In addition, in an attempt
to drive a wedge among the
national races, the Western
powers have been making
fabrications to the effect that
Shan women were sexually
abused and trafficked.

The inernal and external
destructive elements have
been making attempts for dis-
integration of the Union in
collusion with some West-
ern powers that opposed to
the interests of Myanmar are
making such accusations to
tarnish the image of
Myanmar and Myanmar
women and harm national
unity.

Those who opposed to
the interests of Myanmar in
collusion with the internal
destructive elements are us-

ing the media that are against
Myanmar, to mislead the per-
sons who do not know about
Myanmar.

This being the case, the
Myanmar National Commit-
tee for Women’s Affairs is
required to make strenuous
efforts keeping pace with
changes to be in line with the
condition of political, eco-
nomic and social objectives
of the State for further im-
provement of Myanmar
women’s rights and devel-
opment of Myanmar wom-
en’s sector.

In collaboration with the
UN agencies which are co-
operating with Myanmar out
of goodwill and the NGOs
which are providing assist-
ance to Myanmar in social
sector, it is required to make
more efforts for development
of Myanmar women’s sec-
tor.

Thatis why the MNCWA
will have to be upgraded with
the aim of enhancing the role
of women in building a
peaceful, modern and devel-
oped nation; of safeguarding
against the women’s rights;
of improving the economic,
health and education sectors
of women and safeguarding
the security of women’s life;
of nurturing the women to be
imbued with a sense of cher-
ishing the traditions and cus-
toms of national races;

(See page 10)



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 16 November, 2003 9

Regional development projects inspected in Mon State

YANGON, 15 Nov —
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Maung Bo of the
Ministry of Defence, accom-
panied by officials of the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Office and
departmental heads, arrived
at the Sittoung Bridge be-
tween Bago Division and
Mon State on 13 November
morning.

They were welcomed
there by Mon State Peace
and Development Council
Chairman South-East Com-
mand Commander Maj-Gen
Thura Myint Aung, Com-
manding Officer of local
light infantry division Col
Thet Naing Win and offi-
cials.

Together with the com-
mander and officials, Lt-Gen
Maung Bo and party pro-
ceeded to Kyaikto Township
and viewed harvesting and
threshing of Lonthwemhwe
strain paddy on the 20-acre
plotin Letpya Village. Offi-
cials reported on cultivation
of monsoon and summer
paddy, beans and pulses and
edible oil crops, and arrange-
ments made for ensuring re-
gional rice sufficiency in
Mon State. The commander
gaveasupplementary report.

During the cordial meet-
ing with local farmers, Lt-
Gen Maung Bo called for
use of hybrid paddy strains.
Only then, will the income

Lt-Gen Maung Bo presents teaching aids to the Headmi

of the farmers increase, he
noted. It is also needed to
have farm machinery and
agricultural methods from
Myanma Agricultural Enter-
prise, he remarked. He re-
peated calling for extended
cultivation of pepper, aquick
cash crop, and minimizing
loss and wastage. So far, Mon
State has harvested over
670,000 million acres of
paddy, and arrangements are
being made for cultivation
of summer paddy on over
140,000 acres.

They attended the open-
ing of the multimedia teach-
ing centre of No 1 Basic Edu-
cation High School in
Kyaikto Township. The
headmistress and the chair-
man of the school board of
trustees formally opened the
centre. The commander un-
veiled the signboard of the
centre. Lt-Gen Maung Bo
and party viewed the multi-
media classrooms.

The headmistress re-
ported on opening of the mul-
timedia teaching centre; the
chairman of the school board
of trustees, on sustained ef-
forts for emergence of the
teaching centre. Lt-Gen
Maung Bo presented tapes
for teaching aids to the prin-
cipal.

Families of Thaton Sta-
tion donated K 940,000;
Kyaikto Township Peace and
Development Council, K
400,000; parents and old stu-

=

Lt-Gen Maung Bo inspects a multimedia classroom in Kyaikkhami BEHS, Thanbyuzayat Township. —

dents, K 6 million; and
Zabeibyu family, K 1 mil-
lion to the multimedia teach-
ing centre through the com-
mander, who next spoke
words of thanks.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Lt-Gen Maung Bo said
thatthe government has been
implementing the develop-
ment projects for all-round
development of the nation
and raising economic and
social sectors of the people.
It also is taking systematic
measures for promotion of
the education standard of the
people, he added.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo and
party proceeded to The-ein
Village in Paung Township
andinspected the rural health
care centre. Head of Mon
State Health Department Dr
Tin Win Kyaw and officials
reported on carrying out
health care services monthly
by specialists of the depart-
ment at the village. Lt-Gen
Maung Bo assessed the re-
ports and attended to the
needs.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo in-
spected the library of the vil-
lage and presented publica-
tions, and books donated by
the Ministry of Religious
Affairs to Village Chairman
U Maung Chaw and Librar-
U Ohn Hlaing.

tress at the opening ceremony of multimedia classropms Lt-Gen Maung Bo and
of No 1 BEHS, Kyaikto Township. mna

party inspected upgrading of
Thaton-Mottama road sec-

tion. They headed for
Thaton-Mottama road sec-
tion extension project. Offi-
cials reported on work
progress and future tasks. Lt-
GenMaung Bo gave instruc-
tions on meeting the set
standard, timely completion
of the project, and carrying
out tasks with goodwill.

Yesterday morning, Lt-
Gen Maung Bo, together
with the commander and of-
ficials, visited Kyaikkhami
Hsutaugpyae Yayle
Hsandawshin Pagoda in
Thanbyuzayat Township.
They paid reverence to the
pagoda and viewed progress
in renovation of the pagoda
and left instructions.

They next attended the
opening of multimedia teach-
ing centre of Kyaikkhami
BEHS in the township. The
headmistress and the chair-
man of the school board of
trustees formally opened the
centre.

The commander pressed
the button to unveil the sign-
board of the centre. Lt-Gen
Maung Bo viewed the skill
demonstration of the students.
The students presented gifts
to Lt-Gen Maung Bo and the
commander. Lt-Gen Maung
Bo presented cash assistance
to them.

Atthe opening ceremony,
a teacher reported on open-
ing of multimedia teaching
classrooms; and the chairman

Classrooms of Kyaikkhami BEHS in Thanbyuzayai~na

of the school board of trus-
tees on collective efforts made
for establishment of the cen-
tre. Lt-Gen Maung Bo pre-
sented teaching aid tapes to
the principal.

Afterwards, the cash do-
nations presentation cer-
emony followed. Daw Yee
Yee Win presented cash do-
nation made by member of
the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Chief of Armed
Forces Training Lt-Gen
Kyaw Winand wife Daw San
San Yee for the classrooms;
U Chan Sein, K 520,000 do-
nated by Kyaikkhami Town-
ship Ward 6 Peace and De-
velopment Council; U Tun
Kyi-Daw Saw and family, K
100,000; U Soe Win-Daw
Khaing Wah Wah Lwin and
family, K  200,000;
townselders, K 200,000; on
behalf of the minister for Re-
ligious Affairs, Director-Gen-
eral of the Department for
Promotion and Propagation
of the Sasana U Tun Mya
Aung, publications, through
the commander.

Deputy Director-General
of No 1 BED (Lower
Myanmar) U C Thaung Za
Tuan reported on endeavours
being made for opening of
multimedia classrooms at all
the high schools in Mon State

the knowledge age, educa-
tion is better than any others.
At a time when information
and communication technol-
ogy is making progress in the
world, students are to be well
rounded in information and
communicationtechnology at
the multimedia teaching
classrooms. He expressed his
thanks to the wellwishers.

On the occasion, Lt-Gen
Maung Bo said that the gov-
ernment has been taking
measures to enable the nation
to keep abreast with interna-
tional level education stand-
ard through the multimedia
teaching centres based on
computers. With extended
opening of the centres, the
students will be able to polish
their educational qualifica-
tions, he noted. He took pride
incontinuing donations made
by local administrative bod-
ies, various organizations and
local people for extended
opening of the centres at the
basic education schools in
Mon State.

After the ceremony, Lt-
Gen Maung Bo and the com-
mander and party posed for
documentary photos together
with the teachers, members
of the school board of trus-
tees and students.

MNA

and educational progress of
the students.

The commander deliv-
ered a speech, saying that in

Chairman of Mon State Peace and Development Council Commander Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung formally unveils the signboard of Mu

U-14 tennis
players to be

selected

YANGON, 15 Nov — The
Myanmar Tennis Federation
will host the ITF 14 and
Under ASTAN Champion-
ships 2004 Zone 2 tennis
tournament including 14
countries on 5 January, 2004.
Tennis players under 18 of
the MTF to take part in the
above tournament will be
selected in advance at 8 am
on 4 December, 2003.

Those wishing to com-
pete in the tournament may
dial Tel-372360, Tel-381991
and Tel-381992 of the MTF
(Theinbyu Tennis Court) dur-
Itimediéice hours for further
information. — MNA
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Myanmar women...

(from page 8)
of implementing the tasks
for prevention of violence
against women and rehabili-
tation; of taking measures as
a national task for reducing
and eliminating the traffick-
ing in women and children;
of cooperating with the in-
ternational organizations,
regional bodies and organi-
zations at home and abroad
in taking measures for wom-
en’srights in accord with the

national culture and tradi-
tions.

The MNCWA which is
to be upgraded will have to
take measures for develop-
ment of the women’s sector,
safeguarding of Myanmar
traditional culture, customs
and characters, non-disinte-
gration of the Union and fur-
ther strengthening of the na-
tional unity as well as for the
national development while
discharging the national du-

ties. The women’s sector is
to participate in the five rural
development tasks in ac-
cord with the guidance of
Head of State Senior Gen-
eral Than Shwe foreconomic
developmentinrural regions,
alleviating poverty and cre-
ating job opportunities.

The women’s sector is
also to take part in the tasks
fordevelopmentof Myanmar
women’s life, social life se-
curity and improvement of
the living standard.

The MNCWA is an

orgainzation that is leading
the women mass which are
of great force is capable of
improving the women’s sec-
tor and strengthening the
national economy. It is also
an organization that is of
paramount importance for
the State. Therefore, the of-
ficials concerned are to make
concerted efforts in upgrad-
ing the MNCWA.

After the ceremony,
Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt greeted those present
on the occasion. — MNA

83rd Anniversary
National Day

10th Waning of Tazaungmon
1365 ME
18-11-2003

Oakposu-Thilawa ra

YANGON, 15 Nov — The
opening ceremony of
Oakposu-Thilawa railroad
section in Yangon South
District was held in front of
Oakposu railway station in
Thanlyin Township this
morning.

Present on the occasion
were Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
Minister for Rail Transpor-
tation Maj-Gen Aung Min,
Minister for Cooperatives
Maj-Gen Htay Oo, Chief of
Staff (Navy) Rear Admiral
Soe Thein and senior mili-
tary officers, Chairman of
Yangon City Development
Committee Mayor of
Yangon Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin, Deputy Minis-
ters for Rail Transportation
Thura U Thaung Lwin and
U Pe Than, directors-gen-
eral and managing directors
of departments and enter-
prises under the Ministry of
Rail Transportation, depart-
mental heads and local au-
thorities, members of the
Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Association, Wom-

en’s Affairs Working Com-
mittee, Maternal and Child
Welfare Association, Red
Cross Society, Auxiliary
Fire Brigade, pom pom
troupes and bands, students
and local people.

Minister Maj-Gen Aung
Min made a speech. He said
the railroad was con-
structed, in accord with the
guidance of Head of State
Senior General Than Shwe,
to transport import and ex-
port containers to and from
Thilawa terminal. Myanma
Railways, in the interest of
the people, extended
1021.10 miles of railroads
including Oakposu-Thilawa
railroad, increasing the to-
tal length of railroads from
1976.35 miles before 1988
to 2997.45 miles now. The
minister urged the local
people and staff of Myanma
Railways to maintain the
railroad for its perpetuity.

After the ceremony, the
commander, the minister
and those present left for
Thilawa railway station by
train and greeted the local
people along the railroad.
The railroad, which will cut
the transport charges for

ilroad section o

containers, is 8.33 miles
long, and a total of 25 large
and small bridges were con-
structed on the railroad. The
local people are pleased
with the arrangements of

pened

MR for plying three up-
trains and down-trains be-
tween Yangon Railway Sta-
tion and Thilawa railway
station daily.

MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe inspects the first ti

to ply along newly opened Oakposu-Thilawa railroag
section. —Na

i

—

83rd Anniversary National
Day Objectives

* Keep national spirit alive and
dynamic and uplift of national
prestige and integrity

* Uplift of national education

* Perpetuation of independence and
sovereignty of the State

* Success of seven-point future policy
programme of the State

YancoN, 15 Nov—
Under the programme of the
Ministry of Communications,
Posts and Telegraphs, the In-
ternational Writing Compe-
tition hailing the World Postal
Day under the title of ‘T am

writing to tell you how young
people can help reduce pov-
erty’ was held at the desig-
nated Basic Education
Schools from 10 am to 12
noon today.

During the competi-

World Postal Day letter writing

tion, officials of the Directo-
rate of Telecommunications,
Education Planning and
Training Department, No 3
Basic Education Department
(Yangon) and Myanma Posts
and Telecommunications

viewed competitors at No 2
Basic Education High School,
Dagon Township, No 1
BEHS Latha, Township, No
1 BEHS, Pabetan Township
and No 3 BEHS, Botahtaung
Township. — MNA

Pathein Government Technological College

o o e e e e
| Article by Myo Myint Oo & photo by |
| Tin Soe (Myanma Alin) |

N o o o o o e

Anation must be eco-
nomically strong and have a
great deal of highly-quali-
fied human resources in
building up a modern devel-
oped nation. In the process,
the governmenthas beenim-
plementing national eco-
nomic plans and national
education promotion plans
simultaneously.

With a view to pro-
ducing more highly-quali-
fied human resources, more
and more universities, col-
leges and institutes are being
constructed the length and
breath of the nation.

The staff of the
Myanma Alin daily inter-
viewed Principal of Pathein
Government Technological
College Daw Yee Myint.
Myanma Alin: Well, at
first, we would like to know
the establishment of the col-
lege.

Daw Yee Myint: The col-
lege was opened on 27 De-
cember 1999 and then it was
shifted to Plot No 168, Apin

Hnase Village, Kangyidaunt
Townshipon 1 August2001.
Myanma Alin: We would
also like to know the sub-
jects prescribed and the
number of the students.
Daw Yee Myint: This aca-
demic year, a total of 100
students are studying in Civil
Engineering course, 102 in
Electronic Engg course, 159
inElectrical Engg course, 98
in Mechanical Engg course,
12 in Machine & Tools De-
sign course, 46 in
Machtronics Engg, 75 in In-
formation Technology
course and 19 in Bio-Tech-
nology course.

Myanma Alin: How many
staff are there in the college?
Daw Yee Myint: Altogether
108 staff — one administra-
tive officer, 23 other ranks
and 84 academic staff.
Myanma Alin: How many
pedagogical aids has the col-
lege got from the Ministry of
Science and Technology?
Daw Yee Myint: In 2000-
2001 academic year, the min-

istry imported teaching and
learning aids and provided
17 kinds of aids to the col-
lege for Civil Engineering
course, 10 for Electronic
Engg course, nine for Elec-
trical Engg course, 17 for
Mechanical Engg course and
eight for Information Tech-
nology course. And it also
purchased pedagogical aids
in the nation and provided
10 kinds of aids for Civil
Engineering course, nine for
Electrical Engg course, and
a set of language lab and

g

three sets of electronics li-
brary.

Myanma Alin : What are the
arrangements for transport
of the students to and from
the college?

Daw Yee Myint: Adminis-
trative bodies concerned
have made arrangements for
running some private bus
lines to and from the college
during the school hours.
Myanma Alin: May we
know the formation of the
college?

Daw Yee Myint: The col-

lege compound has an area
of 27.45 acres. It has six lec-
ture rooms, four workshops,
one recreation hall for the
faculty members and one
residence for the principal.
The college is facilitated with
a 1,200-foot 11 KVA Line, a
sub-power station, a 440-
Volt transformer, a 2,060-
foot power line, a four-inch
tube-well, a water pumping
station, a 1,600-gallon water
tower tank and a 3,200-gal-
lon underground tank. And,
now a three-storey building

Pathein
Govern-
ment
Techno-
logical
College.
Tin Soe
(Myanma

Alin)

is under construction.
Myanma Alin : Is there any-
thing else you would like to
express?
Daw Yee Myint: Pathein
Government Technological
College has been making
continuing efforts for bring-
ing about highly-qualified
human resources following
the instructions of the minis-
try.
Myanma Alin: Thank you.
Kkkkk

(Translation: MS)
(Myanma Alin: 7-11-2003)
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Implementation of projects for socio-economic

development of all regions in the country

Mone Creek Multi-purpose Dam Project is
situated two miles north of Sedoktara in
Minbu District, Magway Division. The
project is being implemented to irrigate the
farmland through Mezali Diversion Weir
when there is not enough water for the
farmlandin the rainy season, to generate
hydel power, and to prevent flooding of

Mone Creek. —PHOTO: MNA
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The Photo shows
the Institute of
Medicine in
Magway. It is the
symbol of endeav-
ours made by the
State Peace and
Development
Council for devel-
opment of various
sectors of the
country.
PHOTO: MNA
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L The 8,989 feet long Ayeyawady Bridge (Magway) links Magway and Minbu. The construction of the bridge started on 20 January 2000 and was J

commissioned into service on 24 November 2002. — PHOTO: MNA
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Eight injured in quake in
Gansu province

LanzHou, 15 Nov — As of 2.30 pm Thursday, eight
people were confirmed injured in the earthquake earlier in
the day in northwest China’s Gansu Province with no deaths
reported, according to local officials.

The eightinjured, all from Zhongzai Township of Minxian
County, have been hospitalized. Two of them, one old
elderly and one child, were in a critical condition, said Wei
Zhirong, secretary of the county committee of Communist
Party of China.

In addition, according to the Gansu Provincial Seismo-
logical Bureau, more than 10 houses collapsed in the tremor
and the bureau has dispatched work teams to the quake-hit
areas for a further investigation.

The earthquake measuring 5.2 on the Richter Scale hit the
area between Minxian, Lintan and Jone counties in Gansu
at 10.35 am (Beijing Time) Thursday.

According to the Chinese seismological monitoring net-
work, the epicentre of the quake, 150 kilometres south of
Lanzhou, capital of Gansu, is located at 34.7 degrees north
Latitude, 103.9 degrees east Longitude. —MNA/Xinhua

World's oldest person dies in
Japan aged 114

Tokyo, 15 Nov— The oldest person in the world, Mitoyo
Kawate, died in Japan on Thursday at the age of 114, two
weeks after receiving the designation.

Kawate died of pneumonia in hospital in the southwestern
city of Hiroshima, a Japanese Health Ministry official said.

The ministry official said that Japan’s oldest woman was
now 113-year-old Ura Koyama, who lives in the southwest-
ern city of Fukuoka.

According to the Gerontology Research Group, the old-
est American, Charlotte Benkner of North Lima, Ohio,
celebrates her 114th birthday on November 16.

Kawate became the oldest person after the death on
October 31 of fellow Japanese Kamato Hongo at the age of
116 years and 45 days.According to the web site of the
Guinness Book of World Record@wate, whose birthday
was May 15, 1889, was born less than a month after Adolf
Hitler and in the year the Eiffel Tower was completed.

It records the oldest man whose birth can be fully authen-
ticated as Joan Riudavets Moll, a 113-year-old man in
Menorca, Spain. — MNA/Reuters

Arroyo leads crushing of

pirated video materials

ManiLa, 15 Nov— Philippine President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo Thursday led the crushing of some 15
million pieces of seized pirated optical discs at the Philip-
pine National Police headquarters Camp Crame in Manila.

The pirated items, which 27.27 million US dollars, were
confiscated by the Videogram Regulatory Board composite
team from all over the country from February to October this
year, bringing to some 90.91 million US dollars the overall
value of confiscated discs since July 2002, the Philippines
News Agencyuoted Board Chairman Ramon Revilla as
saying.

Revilla said over 3.64 million US dollars’ worth of
pirated compact discs, video compact discs, and digital
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Study shows Breakthrough made in early
treatment of diabetes

Bewing, 15 Nov— A team of international scientists have discovered a method for

the early identification of people at risk of kidney disease, which could lead to better

treatment of diabetes sufferers.

The study showed that microalbuminuria
— ormicroscopic traces of albumen in urine
—is areliable indicator of the risk of diabe-
tes and through early testing and proper
treatment, diabetics can avoid the complica-
tions of chronic nephritis, or kidney inflam-
mation.

Previous research has shown that one
third of diabetes patients develop kidney
diseases, one of the most common compli-
cations of the disease.

The study, jointly sponsored by the In-
ternational Diabetes Federation (IDF), the
International Society of Nephrology (ISN)
and Sanofi-Synthelabo Pharmaceutical
Group, is one of the main activities for this
year’s World Diabetes Day, with the theme
“ Diabetes and Kidney Diseases”, which
falls on November 14 each year.

The study was conducted simultaneously
in 34 countries on 32,000 non-insulin de-
pendent diabetes, or diabetes mellitus, suf-
ferers, including 5,143 Chinese. It reported
a slightly higher level of microalbuminuria
in about 41 per cent of patients.

Kong Lingzhi, of the Disease Control
Department of China’s Ministry of Health
(MoH), said the results were significant in
the diagnosis and treatment of diabetes.

“It provided a useful tool for identifying
people at high risk of kidney disease in the
early stage,” said Kong. “Itis effective, easy
and affordable.”

“China has seen an increase of diabetes
cases in the past two decades,” said Profes-
sor Chen Jialun, of the Ruijin Hospital at-
tached to the Shanghai Second Medical Sci-
ences University. “The country has 23.8
million diabetes patients now and the number
is expected to reach 35 million by 2010.”

Nearly 200 million people around the
world suffer from diabetes, statistics of the
IDF show.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
predicts the number may exceed 300 million
in the next 25 years.

The MoH has composed and published a
book regarding the prevention and treatment
of diabetes to mark World Diabetes Day.

MNA/Xinhua

video discs were confiscated in just three months of coop-
eration with the Bureau of Customs, the Philippine Postal

Corp., and other law enforcement agencies. —MNA/Xinhua

Don’t smoke

Vietnam’s automobile sales soar in first 10 months

Hanol, 15 Nov— Vietnam recorded au-
tomobile sales of 30,105 units in the first 10
months of this year, a year-on-year increase
of 46.5 per cent, the Vietham Automobile
Manufacturers Association (VAMA) told
Xinhuaon Thursday.

Automobile firms in the country sold
19,458 passenger cars (PC), 8,322 commer-
cial vehicles (CV) and 2,325 special utility
vehicles (SUV) in the period. Their PC sales
soared 118 per cent, but CV and SUV sales
dropped 6.4 per cent and 14.9 per cent,
respectively.

Le Ngoc Quang, salesman of Ford Viet-
nam, said many wealthy people, mainly
businessmen, rushed to purchase new PC

models before the government increases spe-
cial consumption tax on PC to 24 per cent
from the current 5 per cent from January
2004.

Between January and October, Toyota
Vietnam gained the biggest sales of 8,933
automobiles; followed by Vidamco, famous
for Daewoo brand, with 3,955 vehicles; Ford
Vietnam with 3,467; and Vinastar, famous
for Mitsubishi brand, with 3,238, VAMA
said.

In the period, Vietnam imported 17,100
automobiles worth 221.4 million US dollars,
down 22.9 per cent in volume and up 7 per
cent in value, according to the General Sta-
tistics Office. —MNA/Xinhua
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China, India launch first ever
joint naval exercise

BewinG , 15 Nov— China and India launched their first joint naval exercise on Friday

just weeks after the Chinese Navy held a similar drill with Pakistan.

An Indian Embassy of-
ficial confirmed the search-
and-rescue exercise had
started in the East China Sea
off Shanghai.

Nuclear-armed India
and China agreed to hold the
one-day exercise — during
avisitby Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee in June, the
firstby an Indian Prime Min-
ister in a decade.

Ties between the
world’s two most populous
nations have been warming
in recent years.

Zhang Mingqiu, a pro-
fessor of international rela-
tions at Peking University,
said the exercise was a sig-
nificant step in a long and
deliberate process by China
to balance its relations with

India and traditional ally Pa-
kistan.

Friday’s naval exercise
also marked “big progress
for Sino-Indian ties” given
the fact India first proposed
similar exercises in the early
1990s, but China declined to
engage, she added.

“It’s an expression of
the healthy relations between
them.”

The exercise was aimed
atensuring the safety of mari-
time trade and improving co-
ordination in search-and-res-
cue at sea, the Indian De-
fence Ministry said earlier
this month.

The drill comes as
China has raised its profile
on the world stage, putting a
man in space.

China is to host the Ol-
ympic Games in 2008, and
India the Commonwealth
Games two years later.

China is Pakistan’s
main supplier of military
hardware and analysts be-
lieve Beijing also helped
Islamabad in its nuclear
weapons programme. The
China-Pakistan exercises
preceded a visit to Beijing
by Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf.

MNA/Reuters

Shanghai hopeful of
‘Disney theme park by 2010

SHANGHAI, 15 Nov— Shanghai is in talks with WaltDisney Cto bring a theme park
to China’s commercial hub by around 2010, but a Disney official said on Thursday the
ongoing construction of its Hong Kong theme park was its first priority.

The Shanghai park,
which would be located in
the financial district of
Pudong, would be Walt Dis-
ney’sthirdin Asia, after Hong
Kongand Tokyo Disneyland,
which opened in 1983.

But bringing Mickey
Mouse and one of America’s
flashiest consumer icons, a
Disney theme park, to Com-
munist China’s richest city
will need Beijing’s approval
and a deal with Disney —
neither of which are close.

“The parties are still
holding talks and if every-

German taxi

driver glued

to wheelin
stick-up

BERLIN, 15 Nov— Two
robbers left a German taxi
driver glued to his steering
wheel before running off
with 300 euros (351 US dol-
lars), police said on Thurs-
day.

After the 31-year-old
drove the men to a village
near the eastern city of Dres-
den they threatened him with
a gun, glued his hands to the
wheel and escaped with the
money, police spokesman
Claus Schneider said.

MNA/Reuters

L

Chinese naval officers
visit Indian naval

destroyer INS Ranijit, in

thing goes smoothly, we hope
to open a Disney theme park
around 2010,” Li Wei, an of-
ficial with the Shanghai Gov-
ernment’s information office,
told Reuters.

“We haven’t pinned
down an investment figure
yet. The project still needs
approval from the central
government,” Lisaid, adding
aspecial team had been setup
to handle the proposal.

Shanghai has been try-
ing to become a showcase
tourist destination, while for-
eign firms like Disney are
hoping to tap the potentially
lucrative Chinese leisure mar-
ket as a growing middle class
looks to spend rising dispos-
able income.

Last December, enter-
tainment giant Vivendi Uni-

versal SA signed a deal to
build a Universal Studios
theme park in Shanghai, with
construction beginning this
year. But Disney executives
say they are taking one step at
atime.

“Our current immediate
focus right now is to open our
first theme park in China,
that’s the Hong Kong Dis-
neyland in 2005/2006,” said
Irene Chan, regional director
for corporate communica-
tions for Walt Disney Co.
(Asia Pacific).

“If we were to reach an
arrangement forasecond park
in China, in all likelihood, it
will not open before 2010.
Butwehave an ongoing, con-
tinuing dialogue with China
aboutavariety of initiatives,”
she said. — MNA/Reuters

Shanghai, on 11
November, 2003. Three
Indian warships arrived
at China’s financial hub

for a five-day official
visit and will take part
in a joint naval exercise
by China and India, in
the East China Sea on
12 November.

INTERNET

Chinese import growth
exceeds exports in first
10 months

BeuinG , 15 Nov— China’s trade volume hit 682.3 billion
US dollars in the first 10 months of this year, up 36.4 per cen
while the import growth rate of 40.4 per cent exceeded tha

of exports by 7.6 percentage points, official figures show.

Statistics from Chinese
Customs show that both im-
port and export volume sur-
passed that of 2002, and the
trade surplus dropped by 40
per cent year-on-year.

China enjoyed a trade
surplus of 14.87 billion US
dollars during the 10-month
period and the figure for last
year was 30.4 billion US
dollars. Chinabought 31 mil-
lion tons of steel and 141,000
automobiles in the first 10
months, figures show.

Machinery accounted
for half of Chinese total ex-
ports and imports of primary
products or raw material wit-
nessed a strong growth, fig-
ures show.

Spurred by the vigor-
ous Chinese economy and

huge domestic demand, im-
ports of iron ore, crude oil
and refined oil increased by
30 per cent to 49 per cent.
China-Japan and
China-US trade increased to
107.86billion US dollars and
102.48 billion US dollars
respectively in the January-
October period, figures
show. China-EU trade in-
creased by 42.3 per cent to
reach 99.77 billion US dol-
lars in the period, which
makes the European Union
China’s third largest trade
partner. Trade growth with
the Association of South-
Eeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and the South
Korea both exceeded 40 per
cent, Customs figures indi-
cated. —MNA/Xinhua

Medical journal suggests

stars should ban
“junk food” promotion

Lonpon, 15 Nov— Sports stars and other celebritie

,should be banned from advertising unhealthy food and
tlegislation is needed to regulate the “junk food” industry, a|

leading medical journal said on Friday.

AsBritish healthexperts
warned that obesity among
children is a time bomb wait-
ing to explode, and with fig-
ures showing the number of
obese 15-yearsoldstrebled
in a decade, The Lancetaid
stars should be stopped from
endorsing unhealthy food.

“Celebrity endorsement
of junk food has to be banned,”
it said in an editorial.

The magazine slammed
the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration, which is funded by
licence fees and taxes, for
franchising its Tweenies
childrens’ programme char-
acters to fast food giant
McDonald’s.

It also took offence with
the government for allowing
Cadbury Schweppes to mar-

HK experts discuss
roles of future Centre for
Health Protection

Hone Kong, 15 Nov — The Advisory Committee on
the Centre for Health Protection (ACCHP) held its first
meeting Thursday to discuss the initial framework of the to-
be-built centre in Hong Kong and reviewed the experience

of overseas agencies with infectious disease control and

prevention functions.
Speaking on the work
of the CHP, Secretary for
Health, Welfare and Food
Yeoh Eng-kiong said the
government was actively fol-
lowing up the SARS (severe
acuterespiratory syndrome),
Expert Committee’s recom-
mendation to set up a CHP
with responsibility, author-
ity and accountability for the
prevention and control of
communicable diseases.
“This new public health
infrastructure will not only
consolidate existing disease
control strategies but also

meet new challenges posed
by the increasingly heavy
human and trade movement
between Hong Kong and the
Chinese Mainland, and also
with the rest of the world.

“In the process of set-
ting up the CHP, I believe
the advisory committee,
which brings together a pool
of local talent and healthcare
professionals, with their ex-
pertise and wise counsel, will
help shape Hong Kong’s new
publichealthinfrastructure,”
he said.

MNA/Xinhua

ket chocolate in its Get Ac-
tive campaign in a scheme
that allows children to ex-
change chocolate wrappers
for sports equipment.

“It takes a lot of choco-
late wrappers: a volleyball
valued at about 18 pounds
(30.34 US dollars) would cost
around 320 chocolate bars
(costing about 134 pounds),”
it added.

Rather than voluntary
agreements with manufactur-
ers, the journal called for leg-
islation to regulate the pro-
duction of unhealthy food.

“Food needs clear, prob-
ably iconic, labelling for its
nutritional ~ content — an
icon for junk food should be
easy to design,” it said.

MNA/Reuters

Yangtze River hosts third
international rafting festival

Bewing, 15 Nov— The third China-Panzhihua Inter-
national Rafting Festival will be held in Panzhihua City,

Sichuan Province, southwest China, from December 7 to

10, said Sun Gang, deputy director of the China National
Tourism Administration on Thursday.

Under the theme of “en-
vironmental protection and
harmony among nationali-
ties”, the festival, which will
attract at least 200 partici-
pants in 58 teams, is de-
scribed as one of the “most
attractive and adventurous
activities” by National Geo-|
graphic magazine, said Qin
Yizhi, mayor of Panzhihua.

The rafting will be held
on the Yangtze River, the

longest river in China. Par-
ticipants will have to com-
pete in a 25-kilometre speed
race and a relay race of 70
kilometres.

Since it was first held
in 2001, the event has at-
tracted more than 95 teams
from both China and over-
seas as well as more than
100,000 tourists, according
to Qin.

MNA/Xinhua
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Year in Italy the worst of my
career, says Rivaldo

Ri10 DE JANEIRO, 15 Nov— Brazilian World Cup winner Rivaldo
has criticized his club AC Milan for their failure to give him a chance

to prove himself in Serie A.

“Without doubt this has been the worst year of my career,” the
striker told reporters at the Teresopolis training camp where Brazil
are preparing for World Cup qualifiers against Peru and Uruguay.

“At Milan I'm giving everything I've got during training to earn

myself a chance.

“Thonestly don’tknow why I can’t find space in the team, even on
the bench. My Brazilian teammates know how hard I’'m trying.”

The 31-year-old has not impressed in Italy since his free transfer
from Barcelona at the beginning of the 2002-03 season.

Injuries and poor form disrupted a disappointing first season that
he finished on the bench, watching his teammates win the Champions
League. The situation has not improved this season, with Rivaldo
making just one appearance for Milan so far.

In September the striker announced his departure from the club by
mutual consent, but reconsidered after receiving a warm farewell
from the fans and being told by Brazil coach Alberto Parreira that he
would not be selected for international duty if he was not training

with a club.—MNA/Reuters

oA

PN

Brazilian soccer star Rivaldo waves to fans as his fellow countryman Cafu stands
him, prior to the Italian major league soccer match between AC Milan and Lecce, ataiain Claudio Pizarro and flamboyant
San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Sept. 28, 2003. Rivaldo, unhappy with his 3
start on AC Milan’s substitute bench, is leaving the Italian soccer powerhouse, AC
announced Friday. The Milanese team said Friday that the club owned by Premier
Berlusconi and Rivaldo decided on a separation by mutual cordentrNET

“Footballers are like wine.
You get good years and less
good ones. You can help with
technical work and logistical
support, but you cannot
change the fundamentals,”
Voeller said ahead of
Germany’s friendly against
France on Saturday.

“In 1990, Germany had
exceptional players and we
won the World Cup. In 1998
and 2000, with Zidane and
Co., France was on top.
“Whenever the national side
is successful its training
system is automatically
hailed throughout the world.”

Voeller dismissed
comments from German
coach Christoph Daum, in
an interview in a German
newspaper, that Germany
would notbe among soccer’s
elite until 2010.

Daum, who was set to
become Germany’s coach
until a cocaine scandal in
2000, described Germany’s
youth development as
piecemeal and a waste of
money and urged that the
system be replaced with elite

schools as seen in France.
Voeller said Germany’s
youth coaching was not
worse than that of France in
every respect, arguing the
national team was suffering
because its top league was
dominated by imports.
“When more than 60 per
cent of the players on the
pitch in the Bundesliga are
foreigners, it can’t be good.

German coach Rudi Vélle
reacted furiously after
learning that the 1996

European champions will

not be one of the four seegq

at the competition.
INTERNET

Voeller saysgreat teams come along like fine wines

BerLin, 15 Nov— Great national football sides come along like fine wines, Germany
coach Rudi Voeller said on Thursday, suggesting luck played a large part in success
as well as planning and youth development.

I have played in Germany,
Italy and France, I'm
married to anItaliansoIcan
express this opinion vocally
without being taken the
wrong way.”

Voeller said Germany
should examine whether to
introduce systems such as
those in the Netherlands,
where foreign players need a
minimumsalary to geta work
permit, orin England, where
foreigners must be national
players.

Voeller is keen to end a
string of German failures
against the world’s leading
sides.

Since beating England
at Wembley in October
2000, Germany’s run has
included losses to
Argentina, Brazil,
England, France, Italy, the
Netherlands and Spain,
although they did reach the
World Cup Final in 2002.

“Of course we wanta win
to end this talk that we are

jéncapable of defeating a
major side,” he said.
MNA/Reuters

Dressed in brightly coloured ponchos,
bd¥tievian shamans covered photos of Peru’s

esigdier Andres Mendoza with magical

MiT&fparinga” plants to bring good luck.

SilviBrazilian wizards fought back with
“Macumba” mystical wax dolls, while

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS DOWN

1 Narrow parts of bottles 2 Mistake

4 Sharp pinch 3 Realm
10 Peculiar 5 Arouse
11 Varlet 6 Astounding
12 Risked 7 Stage whisper
13 Brief, comprehensive 8 From here
15 Portent 9 Smooth
17 First class 14 One time
19 Freight 16 Bill of fare
22 Require 18 Go back
25 Train 20 Counselled
27 Indistinct 21 Command
29 Happening 23 Weird
30 Moment 24 Ship’s cabin
31 Remains 26 Dapper
32 Viper 28 Fireplace

Ferdinand denies
misconduct
charge, requests

hearing

Lonpon, 15 Nov—
Manchester United and
England defender Rio
Ferdinand has requested a
personal hearing with the
Football Association after
being charged last month
with “failure or refusal” to
take a drugs test.

“We have received a
response  from  Rio
Ferdinand,” an FA
spokesman  said on
Thursday. “He has denied
the charge of misconduct
and hasrequested a personal
hearing.”

The date of the hearing
has yet to be scheduled.

The 24-year-old failed to
attend the drugs test at
United’s Carrington training
ground on September 23,
claiming that he forgot
because he was moving
house. Although he passed a
subsequent test 36 hours
later he was excluded from
England’s squad for the
decisive Euro 2004 qualifier
in Turkey on October 11.

MNA/Reuters|

pouring beer on the photos of the Peruvian
strikers, aiming to weaken the Peruvians
and make them feel drunk on the pitch.

“We are dancing out the ‘Hatun Per’
ritual to give Peru a chance and hold back
Brazil’s footballing powers,” shaman Juan
Osco told Reuters outside Lima’s
Monumental Stadium, where the match will
be held.

Peru are desperate to put past failures
behind them and qualify for their first World

Wizards, shamans face off before
Peru-Brazil qualifier

Liva, 14 Nov— Eager to qualify for the 2006 World Cup, Peruvian and Brazilian
fans called on shamans and wizards on Thursday to endow their national teams with
victorious powers before Sunday’s clash in the Peruvian capital.

Cup finals since 1982. After a strong start in
the qualifiers, beating Paraguay 4-1, Peru
lost 2-1 to Chile in Santiago in September.

Now the Andean nation faces the five-
time World Cup winners and current holders
who are without injured defender Roberto
Carlos and forward Ronaldinho.

“Brazil will defeat Peru 2-0,” said
Brazilian wizard Santino Kristal, showering
yellow flowers and holy water on the photos
of the Brazilian team. “There is no doubt
about it,” he added.

Peru, coached by Brazilian Paulo Autuori,
have never beaten Brazil in a World Cup
qualifier, while the Brazilians have six points
from their opening two games and are the
only country ever to have played at all 17
World Cups. —MNA/Reuters

Atense, evenly balanced struggle became
a mismatch on Kasparov’s 32nd turn when

Legendary chess champion, Gary
Kasparov, wears his X3D viewing glass¢
as he thinks of his next move against t
X3D Fritz computer program in the ‘X3D0
Man vs. Machine’ world chess
championship during the first day of

competition in New York BERNET

Kasparov blunder gives “X3D Fritz” chess win
New York, 15 Nov— A cold, calculating computer called “X3D Fritz” swiftly took
advantage of an all-too-human error by world No. 1 chess player Garry Kasparov on

Thursday to win the second game of their four-game match in New York.

the grandmaster blundered with a rook move
that allowed the computer to penetrate his
defenses with an unstoppable attack — a
queen, arook and a pawn marching down the
board on its way to converting into another
queen.

“Ijustblundered,” Kasparov, 40, who had
far less time left than the computer, told
reporters.

Kasparov, who played with the black
pieces, resigned after white’s 39th move
and three hours and 40 minutes play. His
mistake was reminiscent of one he
committed on January 30 in the third game
of his six-game match against Israeli-built
world chess computer champion Deep

edunior. That was also an error with arook on
ghe 32nd move.

The match ended in a 3-3 tie. In chess
matches, one point is awarded for a win and
a 1/2 point for a draw.

MNA/Reuters
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WEATHER

Saturday, 15 November, 2003

)

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:

During the past 24 hours, except for the isolated rain or thunder-
showers in Taninthayi Division, weather has been generally fair
in the whole country. Night temperatures were 3°C to 4°C be-
low normal in Kachin and Shan States, upper Sagaing, Manda-
lay, Magway, Bago, Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions, 3°C
above normal in Mon State and about normal in the remaining
areas.

Maximum temperature on 14-11-2003 was 36.0°C (97°F).
Minimum temperature on 15-11-2003 was 18.6°C (66°F).
Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 15-11-2003 was 63%.
Total sunshine hours on 14-11-2003 was (9.0) hours approx.
Rainfall on 15-11-2003 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye
and central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2003 was 2211
mm (87.05 inches) at Yangon Airport, 2315 mm (91.14 inches)
at Kaba-Aye and 2394 mm (94.25 inches) at central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph
from North at (01:55) hours MST on 5-10-2003. Bay infer-
ence: According to the observation at (12:30) hrs MST today,
yesterday’s depression over South Andaman Sea has weak-
ened into low pressure area. Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy
in the Andaman Sea and South Bay and generally fair else-

where in the Bay of Bengal. Forecast valid until evening of

16-11-2003:Except for the likelihood of isolated rain or thun-
dershowers in Mon State and Taninthayi Division, weather will
be generally fair in the whole country. Degree of certainty is
(60%). State of the seaStrong easterly wind with 35 mph and
moderate to rough seas are likely off and along Mon-Taninthayi
Coasts. Seas will be slight elsewhere in Myanmar waters. Out-
look for subsequent two daysContinuation of likelihood of
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Hw 5. §Sclgprenciudioy country’s development Sunday, November 16 cloudy. Forecasjt for Mandalay and neighbouring area for
i 12 Zénqlu:n:mp (:28¢:~06) 5725]\/?uslcal programme Tune in today: 16-11-2003: Fair weather.
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Prime Minister inspects upgradlng of Yangon Kandawgyl Gardens and environs

YaNGoN, 15 Nov —
Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt inspected the all-
round upgrading of Yangon
Kandawgyi Gardens and its
environs this morning. The
Prime Minister, accompa-
nied by officials of the State
Peace and Development
Council Office, arrived at the
relaxation zone of the gar-
dens at 10.45 am. The Prime
Minister was welcomed there
by Chairman of Yangon Di-
vision Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe, Minister for
Forestry Brig-Gen Thein
Aung, Chairman of Yangon
City Development Commit-
tee Brig-Gen Aung Thein
Lin, the deputy ministers, de-
partmental officials and
members of the committee
for all-round upgrading of
Yangon Kandawgyi Gardens
and Zoological Gardens.

First, the Prime Minister

ff-

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects upgrading tasks of the Kandawgyi Gardens and ervitens.

inspected the construction of
a viewing plaza on pearl is-
land and the bridge for the
island of the zone. The com-
mander and responsible of-

ficials conducted the Prime
Minister round the construc-
tion site. Next, the Prime
Minister inspected the con-
struction of white elephants

statues to be put up at the
archway of the zone and gave
necessary instructions to of-
ficials.

Afterwards, the Prime

Minister proceeded to the
recreation zone of the gar-
dens and inspected the land-
scaping and upgrading tasks
on Karaweik island. The

Prime Minister gave instruc-
tions on taking systematic
measures forupgrading with-
out affecting the natural
beauty of the gardens. MNA

General
Thura Shwe
Mann of the
Ministry of

Defence

cordially

greets
graduate
officers at a
dinner to
mark
conclusion
of the No 65
Pilot
Course.
MNA

YANGON 15, Nov—The
dinner to mark the conclu-
sion of the Pilot Course No
65 of No 1 Flying Training
School took place at the Fly-
ing Training Base (Shante)
in Meiktila yesterday
evening.

It was attended by mem-
ber of the State Peace and
Development Council Gen-
eral Thura Shwe Mann of
the Ministry of Defence,
Secretary-2 of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein,

Myanmar-China tennis
friendly to be held

YANGON, 15 Nov — Or-
ganized by the Myanmar
Tennis Federation, the
Myanmar-China friendly
tennis tournament will be

held in Theinbyu Tennis
Court from 24 to 26 Novem-
ber and fans may watch the
tennis event free of charge.
MNA

'S

Gen Thura Shwe Mann attends d|nner to mark conclusion of Pilot Course No 65

members of the State Peace
and Development Council
Quartermaster-General
Thiha Thura Tin Aung
Myint Oo, Chief of Armed
Forces Training Lt-Gen
Kyaw Win and Lt-Gen Tin
Aye of the Ministry of De-
fence, Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) Vice-Admiral Kyi
Min, Commander-in-Chief
(Air) Maj-Gen Myat Hein,
senior military officers,
Commander of the Flying
Training Base Brig-Gen
Khin Maung Tin, command-
ers of air bases, squadron

leaders, officers, depart-
mental officials, newly-
graduated officers and their
parents and guests.

Before and during the
dinner, the graduate offic-
ersand artistes presented en-
tertainment programmers
with the accompaniment of
the Defence Service (Air)
band.

After the dinner, the
Commander-in-Chief (Air)
and wife Daw Htwe Htwe
Nyunt presented flower bas-
kets to the artistes.

MNA

Secretary-2 meets MWVO
members

YAaNGoN, 15 Nov — Sec-
retary-2 of the State Peace
and Development Council
Chairman of the Central Or-
ganizing Committee for
Myanmar War Veterans Or-
ganization Adjutant-General
Lt-Gen Thein Sein met with
members of Meiktila Dis-
trict MWVO and township
MWVOs in Meiktila Dis-
trict at MeiktilaFlying Train-
ing Base yesterday after-
noon. Chairman of Meiktila
District War Veterans Su-
pervisory Committee Lt-Col
Myo Myint, Chairman of
Meiktila Township WVSC

Capt Tin Oo (Retd) and
members reported to Lt-Gen
Thein Sein on works under-
taken by respective WVOs.
Next, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein explained the or-
ganizational set-up, objec-
tives, work programmes of
MWVO and urged those
present to engage in live-
stock breeding tasks and
small enterprises and to
unitedly strive for the organi-
zation to be a prestigious and
respected one. After the cer-
emony, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein cordially greeted
those present. — MNA
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Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects traditional
medicine university and paramedical
sciences institute construction
projects (Mandalay)

YaNGON, 15Nov—Mem-
ber of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen
Ye Myint of the Ministry of
Defence, accompanied by
Mandalay Division Peace and
Development Council Chair-
man Central Command Com-
mander Maj-Gen Ye Myint
and officials, arrived at the
traditional medicine univer-
sity (Mandalay) construction

project in Aungmyethazan
Townshipyesterday morning.
Engineer in-charge of the
ACE Construction U Han
Thein reported on progress in
construction of the four-sto-
rey main building of the uni-
versity . Rector Dr Mya Moe
gave a supplementary report.
Lt-Gen Ye Myint gave neces-
sary instructions and inspected
the project site.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint
and party viewed the project
site for construction of para-
medical sciences institute
(Mandalay) for the Medical
Science Department of the
Ministry of Health in
Patheingyi Township. Para-
medical Sciences Institute
Rector Dr Ye Hlaing and offi-
cials reported on future tasks
and road construction. Insti-
tute of Medicine (Mandalay)
Rector Dr Soe Tun gave a
supplementary report. Lt-Gen
Ye Myint and party looked
into the work progress and left

Lt-Gen Ye Myint of the Ministry of Defence inspects Traditional Medicine Institute and Paramedical Sciences Institute (Mandalay) construetigsary instructions.

projects—mna

MNA



