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Arbitrary Execution, Forced Relocation,
Forced Labour and Refugee Flux
In Mergui District Area

(June, 1999)

Dueto Burmese Army'ssystemati ¢ persecution against thelocal ethnic
Mon, Karen and Tavoyan villagersin thelast dry season, some hundreds of
them from Bokepyin Township rural area, Mergui District of Tenasserim
Division, have gradually fledto Thailand border areasince April until June
1999. Inthedry season, the Burmese Army'slocal battalions, LI1B No. 432,
LIB No. 355 and L1B No0.589 have been active in Bokepyin Township area
and had launched ceaseless of fensives against KNU's 4" Brigade.

Followingtheoffensives, somelocal villagerswerea so accused asrebel -
supporters and arbitrarily executed by the Burmese (or SPDC) troops.  Since
1998 dry season, LIB No. 432 tried to relocate thevillagersfrom Pawavillage,
whichwas accused as KNU base, but thevillagers refused to move and stay in
new designatedvillage. In dry season 1999, that battalion hastried again and
ordered thevillagersto movefrom thevillages as quickly aspossible and if
they met somevillagersin thevillage, thosevillagers must bekilled. Inthe
third week of March, when thetroopsfrom LIB No. 432 led by Lt. Col. Htein
Win went into thevillage, the soldiers shot to over ten villagers and they died
onthespot. They adso looted the villagers' belongings and then burnt down
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The population digplacement in Mergui Didrict: Thelocal villagersareoften
displacedwhenever theoffensiveswerelaunchedbytheBurmeseArmy
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thevillageinto ashes. The soldiersaso burnt down monas-
tery and schoal in thevillage.

Beforethis massexecution, thetroopsaso killed some
villagersfromthesamevillagewith accusationthey werethe
rebel-supporters. InMay 1998, LIB No. 432 soldierskilled
aKarenvillager, Saw BaTun (57 yearsold, male) with accu-
sation he was aKNU supporter.  Similarly, in December
1998, the soldiers from the same battalion killed another 3
men, Saw Ba, Saw Tee Toe and Saw Dat Seik with accusa
tion of rebel-supporters. At the same month, when the
troops went into village, the soldiers also shot and killed a
woman, MaHlaAye (41 year old), becauseshefledsoonhe
met the Burmese soldiers. Because of the often-arbitrary
executiontothevillagers, many villagers escapedtheir vil-
lageand displaced intheforest.

SmilartoPawavillage, other villagersfromKamawpyin
wereaso orderedto movefromtheir village and resettlein
theBurmeseArmy designatedvillage. Afterthevillagers
refusedto movefromtheir village, the Burmese Army has
similarly punishedthevillagersfortheir refusal and aleged
them as KNU supporters.

Besidesthevillagerswho were ordered to vacate and
movefromtheir villages, other villagersin Bokepyin Town-
ship has been constantly used as unpaid labourersin road
buildingand ascivilian frontlineportersto carry ammuni-
tion and other food suppliesfor army. The soldiers from
LIB No. 355 always conscripted thevillagersfromthevil-
lagessuchasManoryone, Kyauk-thaung, Saikunand others,
to build Tanasserim (Taninthayi) - Manoryone and
Tanasserim-Moetaung motor roads.  Since 1997 dry sear
son, many hundreds of loca villagerswereforcedto build
these roads.

Likewise, thevillagershavebeen constantly conscripted
to been civilian portersto carry soldiers food suppliesto
the border bases such as Chaungchi and M oetaung, in the
west border point of Prachuab Kirichan Province, Thailand.
Sometimes, the porterswere used for severd monthsto carry
ammunitions and foodsalong with military battalions.

In some case, the soldiersaso confiscated foodsfrom
some villages and let the villagers depended on them for
foods. They gavelittle amount of food for villagers on a
daily basisand sometimesthey aso sold the confiscated foods
tovillagers. Thevillagerswerenot alowed to go outside of
thevillages. Or, the soldiers created minefields outside of
thevillagesto prevent therebelsfromtaking baseinvillages.
These conditions have made difficultiesfor villagersto do
their ownjobsinfarmsor plantations. Then, thevillagers
aso faced food-shortage problems.

Because of armed conflict and accompanying cruel
treatments by Burmese Army, many thousands of loca vil-
lagers have internally displaced and very little number of
them escaped to border areas.  The border was far from
their homevillages and some battaions of the Burmese Army
aready took basesat border and the situation poses too dan-
gerous for escapees to reach a safe place.  On the other
hand, Thailand aso have not alowed the new refugees in
border camps who escaped from human rights abuses.

Unusual Tax Collection in Mon State
for Student Sports and Army Fund

(June, 1999)

Following the instruction of Southeast Region Mili-
tary Command (dsoknownas" Southeast Command'") toseek
fundfor thecoming celebration of 1999 December Student
Sportsin Moulmein, the capital of Mon State, thelocd mili-
tary battalionsin Mon State have collected unusual tax from
thelocal Mon population. InJune, 1999, theloca SPDC
military battalions, policeandtownship authoritieshad saged
concerts, traditional boxing and women footbal | competi-
tions, and forced the local villagers and town incidents to
buy tickets for stages whether they wanted to watch or not.
These stages were held in nearly al townships of Mon State
suchasMudon, Kyaikmayaw, ThanbyuzayatandYe. From
stagingandsdllingtickets, thebattalionsandauthoritiescould
makemany million Kyatsin raising fundsfor student sports
andfor their battalions fundsto feed the soldiers, whilethe
civilianswerefacingvariousdifficultiesto get daily income.

According to government source, Southeast Command
requires about 80 millions Kyat to celebrate this Student
Sports in Moulmein city and the entire fund must be col-
lected only in Mon State.  The government in Rangoon
would provide only 20-25% of the required fund and the
Southeast Command must seek the remaining fund to spend
inthe celebration.

OnJune 5 until 6, 1B No. 210 battalion led by Lt. Col.
Tin Hla staged atraditional boxing in Mudon town sport
stadium. Before the stage, the commander had called a
meeting with local village headmen and town ward leaders
and instructed them to sell 100 tickets in each village and
townward. For some bigvillages, he gave about 300-500
ticketsto sell at price 500 Kyat per pieces. He gave about
10,000 pieces of tickets and ordered the headmen to not
return these tickets and sdl them all. Besides selling the
tickets, the commanders dso instructed the headmen to col-
lect tax 100 Kyat or 200 Kyat or 300 Kyat fromthevillagers
who did not recelve the tickets. From the staging of this
traditional boxing, 1B No. 210 could make about 5 million
Kyat fund andjust paid some small amount to boxers. Mogt
villagerswho bought thetickets did not come and watch the
boxing because their villages were too far from town and
they arequiet busy to dotheirjobs.

Again in Mudon township, another military battalion,
No. 2 of Mechanicd Engineering Battalion, led by Lt. Col.
Y eDin aso staged adancing concerts that was hired from
Rangoon and sold thetickets by forcing thevillage headmen
and townward leaders. Thebattalion gave 10,000 ticketsto
villages and town ward in the township and let village or
town ward leaders sell them at price 300 Kyat per piece.
From this staging of dancing concerts, the battalion could
make estimated 3 million Kyat.

Similarly, IB No. 208 that basesin Kyaikmayaw Town-
ship aso staged atraditional boxing in township sport sta
dium and sold about 10,000 tickets for two nightslong box-
ingonJune 13 and 14. From thisstage, 1B No. 208 battal-
ion could make about 4 million Kyat fund to support Stu-



dent Sports.

Likewise, Y e Township based SPDC military battalion,
IB No. 61 aso staged a singing concert with well-known
singers from Rangoon in Township Hall in first week of
May and sold theticketsto town andvillage civiliansat price
1,000 Kyat per piece. Although thevillagerswho stayed far
from the town could not come and watch the concert, the
headmen have to pay for the costs of the tickets given by
battalion. From this staging of the concert, the battalion
received about 3millionsKyat fund. Similarly, in second
week of June, EB No. 61 heldawomen footbal | competition
and sold the tickets to every housein Y etown and the vil-
lages near thetown. They soldto every house and the price
of oneticket was 100 Kyat. They sold about 10,000 tickets
and received about 1 million Kyat.

The battalionsin Thanbyuzayat Township, IB No. 62
and 1B No. 31 asostaged atraditional boxingfor threenights
and sought fund onJune 19 until June21. Eventheboxing
was not so nice, the battalion could make some good fund
fromthisstage.

Besidesnecessary supportingfundfor Student Sports
inMoulmein, each battalionsalso required somefund for
their own battalions.  Because the Southeast Command
instructed thelocal battalionsto support themselvessince
the government have faced economic crisisinJuly 1998 and
less budget to feed many thousands of soldiersinthewhole
command. Each battalion required to spend about 200,.000
Kyat to 500,000 Kyat per month to feed its soldiersand do
other purposes. Thiswas another reason why the battalions
awayscollect unusual tax fromciviliansinMon State. After
paying varioustypes of tax to army, thelocal Monvillagers
have become more poorer and poorer.

New Military Battalion Deployment and
Land Confiscation in Ye Township

(June, 1999)

InJune, 1999, when the Burmese Army planned to
deploy anew military battalion, LIB No. 299, in southern
part of Yetownship area, east Sde of Ye-Tavoy motor road,
many hundreds acres of fruit and rubber plantation lands
were confiscated without compensation. Because of this
land confiscation, somevillagersfrom Hangan and Koe-mile
village lost their lands and regular income from these plan-
tations.

The deployment of new battalion was planned since
the beginning of March and the military engineers surveyed
the land and selected the possible land to create battalion
compound area and chose the places to build the barracks.
Besides the compound area, the army dso required some
large land outside of compound to put outside camp secu-
rity facilities to prevent from the attack of the rebels.

After land confiscation, thelocd villagers from Hangan
and Koe-mile villages were aso conscripted to be forced
labourersin building the military camps for LIB No. 299 in
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April. Later in May andJune, the other villagersfrom the
wholeY esouthern areawere conscripted to dear the ground,
build fences, dig trenches and bunkers, and build the bar-
racks.

According to Kalort villager who was conscripted to
work inthe building the military camps explained:

When wearrivedto the new battalion site, thesoldierstold us
to cut down the treesand clear the ground. Wehad to cut many
young betel-nut treesand brought themto one place. Thesol-
diersalso soldthetrees woods.  Then wewereinstructedtoclear
theground. Wehadto dig the roots ofthe betel-nut treesand
filledsomehol eswithearthandbal ancetbegroundlevel togeta
samelevel compound.  Then, onesergeant showed ustodigthe
trenches. Whilewearedigging trenches, thear my officersstill
collecting planks and woodsto build the military barracks. |
was conscripted for fivedaysin theconstruction,”

Besidesthe conscription of forced |abour, theformer
battalionsin Ye Township, IB No. 61 andLIB No. 343 dso
requested cash from the villagers to buy planks and woods
for new battalion. To support the new battalionwith neces-
sary fundto completethedeployment, IB No. 61 aso took
responsibility in collecting cash from every villagein south-
ern part of Yetown and villages on Yeriver bank. 1B No.
61 instructed the headmen to provide fund for new battal-
ion, with rates 3,000 Kyat, 4,000 Kyat, 5,000 Kyat, 10,000
Kyat, 15,000 Kyat and 20,000 Kyat respectively. Thediffer-
ence of collecting fund depended on the size of the villages
and popul ation number invillages.

On the other hand, to support for the deployment of
this new battalion, IB No. 61 troops also created various
types of tax collection fromthelocal civilians. Whenever
the troops launched the military operations, they arrested
more numbers of civilian portersthan required and asked a
ransom for the release of these porters.  Additiondly, the
troops also put checkpoints on the main motor road and
river and collected tax from civilians, traders and farmers
for their traveling and goods brought together with them.
For example, IB No. 61 dso put acheckpoint ontheYeriver
bank in Kyaung-ywavillage and stopped every boat that trav-
esin river and collected tax from their goods.  The check-
point officer Warrant Officer Aung Khin has collected tax
2,000 Kyat for one ton of logs, 200 Kyat for one sack of
paddy and 50 Kyat for one sack of betel nut and 500 Kyat
for abig bamboo raft.

Similarly, 1B No. 61 aso put acheckpoint in the mouth
of Yeriver and collected tax or took fishes from the fisher-
men. It put acheckpoint in Zeetaw village and dl fishing
boats cross close to this point and so the checkpoint could
eadly stop the boatsthat went into the seafor fishing and
ask for tax. Depending on the Sze of the boats, the fisher-
men had to pay tax, 500 Kyat, 1,000 Kyat and 2,000 Kyat
respectively to the soldiers.  If the boats could not pay tax,
they ds0took gasoline from those boats or took fisheswhen
the boat returned from thesea. By these ways, IB No. 61
has collected fund to support for the establishment of the
new battalion and keep for their own battalion funds.
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Report Part Il: The Plights of Rice Cultivation Farmers

The Harassment against Mon Farmers
in Karen State and Tenasserim Divison
in Taking 1998-1999 Y ear ly Paddy Tax

I. The Mon People in Karen State and Tenasserim Division

In Burma, the Mon people are not only stayingin Mon State, but they are separating in Pegu Division, Karen State
and Tenasserim, and these people are dso under the oppression of the government like other ethnic peoples such as
Karen, Tavoyan, Merguian, Pa-oh and Burman. In Pegu division, wherethe old Mon kingdom were established,
because of the century-long assimilation policy adopted by the Burman-dominated successve governments, only little
number of Mon people could speak Mon. However, the Mon peoplein Karen State and Tanasserim Division could
speak Mon and the community itself has dso maintainedtheir literature and culture rolesfor severd years.

There are many Mon people in Kya-Inn-Seikyi, Kawkareik and Pa-an township of Karen State. Although the
estimation of the population isnot available, theMon peoplelivingin Karen State arethe nativevillagers. Similarly,
thereare many thousands of Mon peopleinhabitingin Tenasserim Division. Themajority isin'Y ebyutownship areg,
which isdirectly connecting with southern pan of Mon State.

Inthisreport, asasecond part of the plight of Mon farmer, wewould like to focus only the situation of Mon
farmersin Karen State and Tenasserim Division and how their suffering under the government instructed gathering
yearly paddy tax. Frominquiry how theMon farmersaresuffering, we can concludethat the other ethnicfarmers
suffer liketheMons.

Il. Forced Taking of Yearly Paddy Tax in Karen State

a. The Situation of Farmers in Kawkarein Township

In Karen State and Tenasserim Division, the Mon farmers were dso constantly forced to sdl their paddy to the
government paddy buying centersat low price set by government authorities. In every township, Township PDC
appointed their dosemento beofficialsfor centers and let those officialsand theloca military battalionsand militia
forcethefarmersto sdl their paddy. During the forcible buying of the paddy, some farmers were arrested and detained
for somedaysuntil they gave promiseto sell their paddy. Such incidents have been happened invarious parts of Karen
State and Tenasserim Division.

Inthelast week of January, 1999, because of their failureto sdll or givethefull amount of paddy tax to govern-
ment s&t paddy buying center, six
Mon farmersfrom Kawkareik
township of Karen State were
arrested and detained.  On
January 28, 1999, the police chief
of the township went to
Kawkyaik village of the township
and arrested them.  They were
brought to Kawkareik town and - : F
detained in police station for five . - .'r..iu.a-*-iln.‘:.w,;f. p
days as apunishment for their [ g el B 4 6L NS AP SR R
failureto givepaddy tax. ke &

In Kawkareik township area,
the farmers were instructed to
give the paddy tax to the govern-
ment with 8 baskets per acre.
Under the unsafe situation in the
area due to the on-going armed
conflict between the Burmese e ’ _ .
Army and KNU, the farmers e L Al R : B
were ordered to send their paddy A rice-growing farm in Kawkareik township area, Karen State; Some farmers
to reech the defined paddy-al soabandonedtheir far msafter theywer eunabl etogivetogover nment
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buyingcenter. Thepaddy-buyingofficia sdsosetthedeadlinefor farmers.

Thearrested fivefarmersweretoo poor and they havevery low quality landsamong many farmersinthevillage.
Thus, they could not sendtheir paddy onthesst time. They just sent someamounts of paddy, but al. They werein
thelist that describesthe names of the farmerswho were uncompl eted doing paddy-selling duties. Thesix farmers
were: (1) Nai HaNee, (2) Nai Khare, (3) Nai Paroe, (4) Nai Win, (5) Nai Yin, and (6) Nai Kyaw. Duringthey werein
detention, thetownship authoritiesforced themto tell their familiesto complete selling the set amount of paddy.
Throughthevillageheadmen, theauthoritiesaso forced their familiesto givethepaddy asquickly aspossible. Hence,
thesoldierslikely kidnapped thefarmersto get thepaddy tax.

In Kawkareik township area, thelocal farmerswereforcedtowork in government officialsownedfarmlandsat the
beginning of rainy and thewhol e rainy season and they had lesstimeto work intheir own farms. InJune 1998, when
therain started falling, many local farmersin Kawkareik township who stayed along Gaingriver wereforced towork in
police or military owned ricegrowing farms. They wereinstructed to work plowing thefields, bringingthewater inthe
fields, planting the paddy plants, clearing the grassesand etc.  On the other hand, when the crops riped in November
and December, 1998, thelocd farmerswere again forced to reap the crops.

Whilethefarmerswereforced to work for government authoritiesand army'sfarms, they were quite busy to
completetheir own paddy growing processes. While they were plowing the lands, they were instructed on arotation
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basistoplowtheauthorities lands.
Sothefarmersandtheir oxen were
forced towork inthosefarmsat
least for threedays. Later, when
theauthoritiesforced themto
plant thepaddy plants, they also
logt for somedaystowork in the
farms. Duringthey wereworking
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According to one detained
farmer, he explained,

After | gave 30 baskets of paddy : & corm <y 3 &1 21 Bofe

togovernmentpaddybuying . e
center, | remainedonly 100 , “Q’.\\//’
baskets of paddy, | solditabout 28qds gs e’
75basketsat market pricetopay ! -

for labour costsand repaid debt ' wyd( ) edqmond(w hg) (hans: S8/ )

that!took in therainyseason. |

left only 25 baskets of paddyfor  The original Burmese version of ORDER-1: Look the translation of the order
myownfamily. Whenlwas

detainedinthetownpolicestation,

my wifewasforced by village headmento givetheremai ning paddy tax. The headmen showed theorder letter camefromthetoan
Thus, my wife sold one cow and bought 30 baskets paddy and gave it to paddy buying center. The traders who bought our cow would
sellitto Thailandfor meat. After mywifegave thefull amount of paddy tax, the police releasedme.

Duringwewereindetention, wewerealwaysfor ced by policetowritethel etterstoour remainingfamiliesinthevillagetotell themto
givethe paddy tax. Since 1 had only 25 baskets of paddy to feed my family, 1 disagreed to givethemall. Sothey forced our wives
again. Thewomen wereafraid of longer detention and gavethetax. Like me, other farmershad to sell their own belongingsand
gavefull amount of paddy.

Under thisforcible buying of paddy, the majority villagers become poorer and poorer. Besides giving paddy tax,
thevillagersin thisareadso haveto pay various kind of tax to government officialsand army.

b. The Situation of Farmers in Kya Inn Seikyi Township

During the last dry season (from December, 1998 toJune, 1999), the loca farmersin Kyalnn Seikyi township areawere
requested twiceto givethe paddy tax. The SPDC township authorities by cooperating with local military battalions have
= two paddy-buying periods and forced thefarmersto give the full amount of paddy. When the farmers started
growing paddy inJune, 1998, the township authorities ingtructed the locd farmersto cultivate two crops as both rainy
season crop and dry season crop.

In Kyalnn Seikyi township area, even many acres of rice growing farmlands are residing along small streams and
theriver, the poor farmers could not make dry season cultivation because they have no own facilities or assistance from
government.  Under the command of Southeast Region Military Command, thetwo main regular SPDC'S battalions in
Kyalnn Seikyi township, LIB No. 284 and IB No. 32 had made dry season crop cultivation. These battalions received a
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lot of assistance from the government in cultivating dry season crop.  They received high-powered engines with water
pumpsto bring water from streamsand riversto therice-fields, and the township also provided fertilizersfor their lands.
Hence, the battalions received crops from both seasons. Normally, when the battalions do farming, they also have
chanceto conscript forced labour from thevillagersin thetownship area.

Therefore, thetownship authorities have the same opinionsto thelocal farmersand forcethemto do cultivation
of dry season crop likethe military battalions have done. Among many farmersin thetownship areg, very little number
of farmers could grow other kinds of crops, such as.sesame and peanut or vegetables near the river or stream bank
during dry season and dl are unableto grow rice.

Inthistownship area, theland soil isnot so good enough to grow rice and the crop production isalso low if we
compared with farmsin Mon State. Thefarmers could gain crop only 20-50 baskets of paddy from one acre of the
land depending onthe quality of land. However, thisrate of crop productionisstill too low and the requested amount
of paddy tax by the township authorities has never been lessened.

According to ordersissued by Township and battalions, the authorities required 30,000 baskets of paddy from the
wholetownship area, whilethey instructed about 30 Mon villages, which aresituating between Zami and Winyaw rivers,
in township to give about 20,000 baskets of paddy astax. On February 6 to 10, on behalf of Township PDC authori-
ties, thelocal military battalionsasowarnedthelocal farmersto sell their paddy as quickly aspossibleafter they
instructed the headmen to encourage the farmersto sell the set amount of paddy beforethe end of January, 1999.

Thedetail facts of the order was as below:

Order-1 (Look the origin ofthe order in Burmese version)

No.284LightInfantry Battalion
Kyalnn Seikyi Town

Letter No. 284/7/U3

Date: February 6,1999

To: Chairman/ Village Headmen
Village
NatchaungkannaVillageTract

SUBJECT: To do paddy-selling duty ontime and sending thelists of the names of individualswho are missingto sell the
paddy.

1 According to the plan to buy 30,000 baskets of paddy totally from Kyalnn Seikyi Township, we had adopted to

eachvillagethat how many baskets of paddy thefarmers must sell to the paddy buying center. But somevillages had

not fully sold the set amount of paddy to center and although the Township PDC authorities repeatedly wrote |etters

andinformed, they had absented to do their paddy-selling duties. We met the bel ow villages had sold only according to

thefollowinglist until on February 3, 1999.

The set amount of paddy The amount of sold paddy Remaining paddy to be sold
(baskets) (basket) (basket)
a Kyethu-ywe-taung 375 310 65
b.Kyaukpone 900 146 4
c. Badagyi 310 204 17
d.Dawae-bauk 234 37 197
e Waetha ee (esst) 1,497 1,497
f. Waethalee (west) 900 295 8705
2. Therefore, thefarmerswho failed to sdll the paddy must do selling as quickly as possible and we aso requested

to give the list of each individua farmer names who missed sdlling paddy and sent that list to LIB No. 284's Headquar-
terswithout failing. Wewouldliketowarnyouthat if youfailed, it isonly your responsbility.
Signed/-

(on behdf of) Battalion Commander
Copiesto:
(D No. 2 Military Stretagic Command (Kya Inn Saikyi Town)
(2) Township Peace and Development Council (Kya Inn Seikyi Town)
(2) Office copy
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Although the
majority farmers had not
grown the dry season crop
likethe military battalions
inKyalnn Seikyi town-
ship areg, they are
additionally requested to
givethe paddy tax for dry
season crop. On May 5,
1999, Township PDC
authoritiesadso ordered
thelocal 30 Mon villages
between Zami and
Winyaw Riverstogive
5,000 baskets of paddy
tax. Depending on the
numbers of thefarmersin

each village, the requested
amount of paddy tax also
varied. For example, the
authoritiesrequested
about 75 baskets of paddy
tax from aMon village,
Waekalun, which has
about 50 households and
about 40familieswere
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toprovidethemilitary ﬁwi__
battalionsthat regularly g e o LGN

launched offensives
against KNU and so the
authoritiesrequired more
foods. The Township PDC hasto feed thegovernment servants, police and military and these government servants
have received every month food rations from Township supply warehouse. The paddy tax that received from January to
March could provide only for government servants like education workers, health workers for the whole year and so the
township required morefoodsto providefor soldiers. Thus, beforethe order wasissued, the Township authorities aso
cdled ameeting with dl village headmen and instructed them to give that dry season paddy tax. Although somevillage
headmen complained that they have no paddy to give because of low crop production and no one grow dry season crop.
But the authorities instructed that if they had no paddy to give, they must pay with cash instead of paddy.

The headmen who returned from the meeting tried to get the set amount of paddy, but they couldnot. Asthe
timewastoo closeto the rainy season whilethefarmerswere preparing for anew cultivation, they had sold nearly the
entire extra paddy besidesthe foods for their families and no farmers had paddy to givetax. Andthefarmers had to
pay cash 1,500 Kyat per household that price was equal to 2 baskets of paddy tax at market price.  When the authorities
bought paddy from farmers they paid only 350 Kyat per basket. But when they actually requested the cash from
farmers for paddy tax, they had asked at market price, 750 Kyat per basket.

The original Burmese version of ORDER-2: Look the translation of the order

C. The Situation of the Farmers in Pa-an Township Area

The Mon and Karen farmers in Paran township area, have been suffered the same from the forcible buying of
paddy like farmers in Kawkareik and Kya Inn Salkyi township aress.  In Pa-an township area aone, there are about 20
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small andbigMonvillagesandthevillagessuch asZathapyin, Thanhlae, Kyone-sauk, K hayar-atwin, Khayar-ahpyin,
Kawlamu, Kawyetkha, Khayae, Phackada, Kawgon and Htone-ai are bigvillages. Every village has about 300 to 1000
households. Many of them arerice-growing farmers. Besides Mon villages, there are over 30 Karen villagesin the hilly
aea

In this township, the government has requested about 80,000 baskets of paddy tax during the 1998/1999 paddy-
buying period and the Mon villages were instructed that to give about 50,000 baskets. Although the majority villagers
arefarmers, their land soil was not so good likethelandsin Mon State. But the farmerswere also asked to give 10
baskets of paddy per acre astax.

Sincethe government hasfirm control inthe areaand good communicationinthearea, the soldierscould move
fromonevillageto another easily and could directly forcethefarmersto do and compl etetheir paddy-selling duty.
DuringJanuary and February, thetownship authoritieshad called serial meetingswithvillageheadmen andinstructed
themto giveto farmersto quickly sdll the paddy tax.

Likefarmersin other township areas, theMon farmersin this areawere aso conscripted as forced labourersto
work in military owned ricefarms. InMay 1998, before the rainy season started, the military, police and government
departmentsin Pa-an township confiscated about 200 acres of civilians' ricefarmlandsnear Thanhlaeand Kyonesauk
villagewithout compensation fromMonfarmers. They took theselandsfor their own and forcedthe nearest farmers
todofarmingintheir farms. Thefarmershadtowork three dayson arotation basisin thefarmsand had to work
about two roundsin every monthinJune, July and August of last year. Dueto this conscription of forced |abour, the
loca farmers aso had lesstimeto work in their own farms.

Ontheother hand, besidesthe regular paddy tax sellingto the center, the farmersin the areaaso haveto giverice
and other food supplies to government troops and surrendered DKBA troops that are activein thearea. DKBA's
Battalion No. 3 and No.4 have been activein theareaand they go into every Mon villageand ask for food every month.
Each month, oneMonfamily hadto give5 kilograms polished rice and 200 Kyat to those DK BA troopsas atax, which
isequal to about 1 basket of paddy. Thetax isillegal and but allowed by thelocal Burmese Army battalionsto keep
DKBA troops astheir backersin fightingthe KNU troops. Therefore, thelocal Mon farmersand non-farmersin Paran

Township area have to pay tax both SPDC and DKBA.

lll. The Similar Harassment against Mon Farmers in Tenasserim Division

a. The Situation of Farmers in Yebyu township

Y ebyu Township is situating along the seacoast of Tenasserim Division and most of itsrural aress, except the small
town, are recognized as "Black Area" or "Free Fire Zone" by the government and the Burmese Army. Since from
many years, the local battalions of Burmese Army have been generally treated the local inhabitants, Mon, Karen and
Tavoyan ethnic people, asrebel-supporters and so they have been constantly suffered from the oppression of the
BurmeseArmy.

Intaking thepaddy tax fromthisarea, thelocal battalionscompletely havetaken responsibility and forced the
farmersthrough village headmento get thetax. Theauthoritiesor thearmy created paddy-buying center only in some
areawhere they have control and could order thefarmersto givethe paddy. Normally, sincethe areais recognized as
"Black Area, theloca troops have chanceto loot paddy in every village in the township area.

In official way of buying paddy from farmers, the paddy-buying centers aways set the pricesfor every different
type of paddy at low price and actualy paid to farmers after they received the paddy sent by farmers. For example, the
st pricefor different types of paddy in Y ebyu township in this paddy-buying season were: 350 Kyat per basket for
Ngasein paddy; 360 Kyat per basket for Ae-mahtapaddy; 400 Kyat per basket for Mee-done paddy; and 350 Kyat for
Kauknyin (stickyrice) paddy. However, thefarmers had been under pressureto givethat paddy tax as quickly aspossible.
The buying of paddy began in thefirst week of December, 1998, and thelocal paddy buying officials ordered to every
village tract to sdl their paddy to centers with the set days or within one month.

The officid order issued by theloca paddy-buying center in Kwethonyimavillagetract is as below:

Order-2 (Look the origin copy ofthe order)
To

ChairmarV Secretary
Village Peace and Development Council



The Mon Forum (Issue No. 7/99, July 31,1999) 10

Village

Date: December 1,1998

SUBJECT: To sl paddy for 1998/1999 year.

Asthe subject mentioned above, the (government's) Trading and Agriculture Deparment already set the
paddy-buying center in Kwethonyimavillage to buy the paddy from the rice growing farmers of
village, Kwethonyimavillage tract, Kanbauk area of Y ebyu township. Thus, the———village's farmers must do
their paddy-selling duty tothe center.

In the paddy-buying period for 1998/1999 year, we set the prices for different types of paddy are: 35,000
Kyat for 100 baskets of Ngasein paddy; 36,000 Kyat for 100 baskets of Ae-mahtapaddy; 40,000 Kyat for 100 baskets
of Mee-done paddy; and 35,000 Kyat for 100 baskets of Sticky paddy and buy paddy in the set paddy-buying centers.

Therefore, weinform the headmen of ———village/ward PDC must take responsibility to
encouragethefarmersto sdl their paddy asquickly aspossible.
Signed/- Nyan Shwe
Chief of the Center
KwethonyimaPaddy-buying Center,
Myanmar Agricultural Products Trade,
Y ebyu Township

Besidestheofficia buying of the paddy or taking astax from the farmers during the paddy-buying period, theloca
troops dso looted the paddy in villages after this short period.  As the government and the army could not control the
whole area, Township PDC has no detail registration concerning thelarge of the paddy growing lands. And so when
the battalion commanders instructed the village headmen to give the paddy tax, they normally calculated on the popula-
tion number in thevillages including non-farmers and estimated the paddy tax. Sometime, although thevillage head-
men complained about the less number of farmersin village and villagers were unabl e to give the set amount of paddy
tax, they were dways shouted by commanders.

Whenever the farmers in the area could not give the paddy, the battalions went into villages and looted the paddy
asthey like. Someevidenceswere:

OnJanuary 3,1999, amilitary columnfromLIB No. 401 |ed by Maj. Thaw Min, went into Chabonevillageand | ooted about 250
basketsof paddyfrommanyfar mers. Theywentintoeveryhouseandinstructedthefar mer stogive10or 150r-20basketsof paddy
respectivel yandtosendthesetamount of paddytothemiddl eofthevillage. After thefar mer sgavethepaddy, theyal soor der edthe
village headmen to send all these paddy to Kwethonyirna village. Thus, the headmen arranged oxen-carts and boatsto send the paddy.
Althoughthecommander sai dhewoul dbuypaddyat price300Kyat per basket, hedidnot giveany paymenttothefarmers.

Accordingto instruction from thebattalion, the commander neededtotally 550basketsof paddy from thevillageandorderedthevillage
headmentosendanother 300 basketsof paddy. Thevillagehasonlyabout 100 househol dsand about 60%of thevillagersare
fishermen. Thus, itwastoohardfor villageheadmento gainanother 300 basketsof paddy fromtheonly40%of thevillagersin
village. Therefore, hereported to the commander about the actual situation of hisvillage. After the commander received hisreport, he
repliesto collect cash from both farmers and nonfarmer householdsin the village to buy paddy. The commander instructed to collect 1,
500KYyat per housefromthewhol evillageandsendthat cashtohi minstead of paddy.

Although one SPDC battalion aready took the paddy tax from one village, when another battalion came, the
soldiers ask that tax again. The suffering of the farmers doubled in someMon villages. Although Chabonevillagers
already gavethe complete paddy tax to LIB No. 401 and brought them to Kwethonyimavillage, another battalion LI1B
No. 273 aso came and asked for thetax again.

OnFebruary6,1999, twomilitarycolumnsofLIBNo.273ledbyLtCol . Kyaw Soewentinto Chabonevillageandfor cedthel ocal
villager stogiveanother 120basketsof paddy. Thesol dier swentall far mer shousesandtookthepaddy fromtheir storesandkept
theminthemiddleof thevillage. Then, theoxen-cartswereforcedto carryall paddy totheLIBNo. 273 headquarters. Although
thecommander promised hewould pay400Kyat per basket, thefar mer sdid not receiveany cash fromthat commander.

Thelooting of paddy in Y ebyu township area have been happened from the beginning of January until March.
Whenever the commander dissatisfied on the management of the local village headmen, the soldiers aso punished or
mis-treated the village leaders.

As an ingtance,

OnJanuary 21,1999, when LI1B No 401 |ed by Maj. Thaw Minwent into Kwethonyimavillageto gather paddy tax fromthe
farmers, the village headmen could not organize the farmersvery welL Although the commander had informed the headmen hewould
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comeonthat day and ordered to gather all remaining paddy tax in one place, the headmen failed to manage. Only little amount of
paddy reached to the set place. So the commander ordered to arrest the village secretary, "Nai Tin Shwe". The soldiersalso beat
himfor hisfailure of management and asked himfromwhose they could get paddy. After severetorturing, he said where they could

get paddy. And so the battalion looted about 270 baskets of paddy fromthevillageand then went to another village.

Likeother areasin Karen Stateand M on State, thesoldiersfrom all battalionsin Tenasserim wereinstructed by
higher authoritiesto grow rice at the beginning of rainy season. So the soldiers also did farming in somefarmlands and
forcedthelocal villagerstowork intheir farms. However, sincethe soldiers have not known how to grow rice, they
receive very low production of crops. Thus, they could not support themselves and have asked paddy tax from local
farmersby cooperatingwith Township PDC. Whenever Township authoritiescould not manageto givetherequested
paddy to battalions, the soldiers themselves went into village and looted the paddy.

Thesimilar problem for those battalionswasthey wererequested to report to the higher authoritiesabout their
crop production. No battalion dared to report the higher authorities about thetrue. They reported to higher officers,
egpeciadly Commander or Second-commander of Coastal Region Military Command, with better informationthat they
receivethe possible cropsfrom their battalions farms. Asthey knew, the higher officers could check the crop produc-
tion anytime, thusevery battalion needed to coll ect the possibleamount of paddy intheir battalion headquarters.
Therefore, the battalions have urgently looted the farmers' paddy from every village, asthey knew thevillagers have no
opportunity to complain about their looting to higher authorities.

b. Movement Restriction against Farmers in Yebyu Township Area

After reaching NMSP-SLORC ceasefire agreement in 1995, NMSP's Mon troops withdrew from Y ebyu township
area and another one Mon armed group, which was acted as militia group, has fought against the Burmese Army. And
the regular activities of KNU and MDUF have occurred in the area and also pose danger to the Burmese Army and
government'simportant i nfrastructureprojects, suchasrailway, motor road, bridgesandforeigninvestment. Inorderto
halttheactivitiesof rebel sand prevent supportsfromthecivilianstotherebels, the Burmese Army'slocal battalions
havelaunched"four cutscampaigns’. Thiscampaign hasmade morepainstotheciviliansthantherebels.

Dueto instruction from this campaign, theloca battalions did not alow the rice-growing farmersto work in their
farmsfreely andtheir movement hasbeenrestricted. Normally, thevillagersareworkingintheir mainworksespecialy
in fruit-plantation, rice farms and fishing astheir tradition. The battalions have restricted al activities of thevillagers,
whenever they heard theactivities of therebel troops. Or, if they met afarmer inricefieldsor aworkerinafruit
plantation, they tortured him and accused him asrebel-supporter. Somevillagerswerea so killed becauseof this
accusation.

Later on, when the farmers went to farms, they had to inform the village headmen or the local military commander
if thetroopswereinvillage, to ask permissionto go their work places. The headmen or the commanders must sign and
issue permission letters for those farmers and guaranteed that hewas an ordinary village. If soldiers from other
battalion arrested that farmer, he could show the signed permission. But the headmen or commanders have not allowed
any farmer to sleep at night in their farm huts. Becausethey worried the rebel soldiers could get contact from farmers.
Depending on the saf ety of an area, some farmers were also allowed to slegp one night or more.

Whenever the farmers asked for permission paper from headmen or commanders, they have to pay at least 20-50
Kyat per day to stay andwork intheir farms. When they were allowed to sleep morethan one night, they haveto pay at
least 100-300 Kyat. The headmen who signed the permission paper normally complained that they took that document
tax from farmerswasto pay thebillsfor foods and other suppliestaken by soldierswhenever troopsarrived into villages.
Some corrupt headmen also took alot of tax not only for payment for the service to soldiers, but made their own profit.
Some sympathized village headmen did not takefor themselves and just took asless as possibleto cover for the payment
for soldiers bills.

Dueto this conditions happened since ceasefire, thefarmersin Y ebyu Township areahaslesstimeto work inthe
work places in rice-farms or fruit plantation. Besdes the movement restriction, the local villagers have been constantly
conscripted to contribute unpaid labour in many government or military's infrastructureprojects. Thiswas another
reason why the local farmers had less timeto work in their work places. As aresult of lesstimeworking in farms, the
rice-growing farmers could receive less crop becausethe farmers could not manageto grow paddy in al spaces of their
farms. Or, sometimes, the farmers had no enough time to clear al grasses among the paddy plants and so the plants
were so weak and could not produce good quality crops.

Whether the farmers received more or less crops during the harvest season, the government authorities or the
military battalions have requested full amount of paddy set by Township. Besides the request for the yearly paddy tax,
the soldiers aso looted the paddy from the farmers when they went into villages for their own foods to feed the soldiers
inthe battalions. Thus, among many Internal Displaced Persons (IDPs) who fled from their homes, some abandoned
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their villages with reason that they have no morefoods at
homes to eat.

IV. Conclusion

In comparing with townships in Mon State, the Mon
farmersin Karen State and Tenasserim Division have
been suffered more because of the unsafe situation in
thesearess. Sincethese areasarein rural andthe civilians
have no knowledgefor adefianceto reducetheir suffer-
ing, the battalions in the area have good chance to treat
them asthey liked.

After the army battalions confiscated many acres of
landintherura areg, they generally haveforcedthelocal
farmersto do farmingintheir farms. But in Mon State,
the soldiers from most battalions have not dared to use
thelocal villagersto do farming such asplowingthefields,
growing the plants and reaping the crop. If they usedthe
farmers, many farmerswould complain about their abuses
to Township authorities. Since most parts of Mon State
are under "White Ared’, the military has no influence like
in Karen State and Tenasserim Division.  Township PDC
authorities have more power than the army in Mon State
and so the authorities themsel ves abuses the power in
Mon State.

In Karen State and Tenasserim Division, since most Thepogter: Theannouncementtofarmershythepaddy-buying
parts of the area are recognized as "Black Ared’, thearmy  center todopaddy-sellingduties
hasfull authoritiesto conscript forced labour, loot
villagers belongings or crops, kidnap the civiliansfor aransom. The soldiers have more power than Township PDC
authoritiesintheseareas. Besidesgivingtheyearly paddy tax, thefarmersin Karen State and Tenasserim Division aso
suffered from the constant conscription of forced labour and porters, asking various types of tax, restricting the
villagers movements and other violations. Following these abuses, the farmers have lesstimeto work in their own
works and some abandoned their farms and changed their jobs.  Some moved into Thailand and sought jobsiillegally.
However, many of them till tolerate and continue working in their farms with reasonsto not lose the lands and if they
really have rice, they may not become food-shortage victims.
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