262

PERSONAL ACCOUNTS

Notes: Names of people and places have, in some cases, been withheld or changed when
deemed necessary to protect thevictims, their families, or our information sources; however,
the original source documentation contains complete and accurate information. Most of
the events described took place in 1996, however, some events occurred in early 1997.

Thefollowing keywords describing human rightsviol ations (HRV) have been used to index
and cross-reference the report; the keywords appear at the beginning of each interview.

Assembly:
Child:
Detention:

Displacement:
Execution, Killing:

Expression:

Forced labor:

Judicial:
Livelihood:
Minorities:
Movement:
Refugee:
Religion:
Relocation:

Repatriation:

Slavery:
Torture:

Women:

Freedom of assembly and association

Rights of child

Arbitrary detention and enforced or involuntary disap pearances
Internally displaced persons

Extra-judicial, summary, or arbitrary executions

Freedom of opinion and expression

Forced labor and slavery

Judicia system and unfair trial

Rights of livelihood (i.e., pillaging, extortion)

Protection of minorities

Freedom of movement

Situation of refugees

Freedom of belief

Forced relocation

Forced repatriation

Forced labor and davery (i.e., portering)

Torture and other cruel, inhuman, degrading treatment or
punishment

Discrimination and violations against women
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Interviewl Rfugee

Name: “Saw Beh Htoo”

Sex: Male

Age: 28

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Occupation: Farmer

Marital Status: Married with three children

Address: Kwih Klay village, Dooplaya district, Karen State
Date of Interview: February 2, 1998

Source: KHRG

[When interviewed “Saw Beh Htoo” was staying in a hut just on the Thai side of the
border.]

Q: How long did it take you to come here?
A: Ittook aday. Our villageisto thewest, near Kyaikdon. I’ ve stayed herefor one season,
with my brother and sister.

Q: Did the SLORC come to your village?

A: Yes, they came. | was staying in the village when the SLORC came. | stayed about 25
days and then | came here. First | came alone, then | went back and called my family. |
don’'t want to go back because the situation is not good.

Q: How many houses are there in Kwih Kalay village?

A: It has more than three hundred houses. Sgaw and Pwo Karen, Thai and Mon. About a
hundred houses are Karen. Severa families have cometo stay here. The KPA come here
al thetime. They tell storiesto try to get us to go back. They told me to go back to my
village. He said, “You can go back, nothing will happen.” | told him | won’'t go back, first
| will stay herefor 4 or 5 years and then maybe | will go back. | told him that | don’t like
Burmese soldiers.

IntervienZ Foroedlaoor, Rfugee

Name: “Saw Lay Ghay”

Sex: Male

Age 30+

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: Christian

Occupation: Farmer

Marital Status: Married with three children

Address: Noh Dah Kee village, Dooplaya district, Karen State
Date of Interview: February 22, 1998

Source: KHRG
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[When interviewed “Saw Lay Ghay” was staying in a hut just on the Thai side of the
border.]

Q: When did you arrive here?

A: | arrived herein October 1997, because the SLORC came into our village. After they
came | stayed for less than a month. The SLORC told us to do so much for them that we
couldn’t do our own work, so we came here. Every day the SLORC told us to get rocks
from the river and carry them up the hill. Their camp is on the hill, just near Lay Po Hta.
We had to go every day to carry rocks. Every manin Noh Dah Keevillage had to go every

day.

Q: How many houses arein your village?

A: It has eleven houses. We came here with one other household. We came a secret way.
Five households are still staying in our village. The SLORC [SPDC] makes the people
work for them every day. The people haveto carry rice up the hill for the SLORC whenever
their rations come. 1'm afraid to go back because the SLORC makes us work all the time,
thereisnot enough food and | have no money to buy food. My house was made of bamboo,
so | think it is probably destroyed by now. The Thai soldiers told us to go back but | am
afraid of the SLORC. | will stay until the SLORC go back to their place. If they go back to
their place | will go back to my village.

Q: Will you go back if the SLORC leaves and only the KPA stays there?
A: No, | am afraid to go back because the KPA also works with the SLORC.

Interview3 Forced Labor, Rfugee

Name: “Saw Htoo Wah”

Sex: Male

Age: 35

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: DtaLaKu, sect group

Occupation: Farmer

Marital steatus: Married with two children

Address: Kwih Lat village, Dooplaya district, Karen State
Date of interview: February 20, 1998

Source: KHRG

[When interviewed “Saw Htoo Wah” was staying in a hut near a Dta La Ku village in
Thailand. The Dta La Ku are a minority in Kwih Kler and are sometimes persecuted by
other Karens; they wear their hair long, tied in atop knot.]

Q: When did you arrive here?
A: Five months ago. We came because the Burmese persecuted us until we couldn’t stay
in our own village any more, so we came to live here near our religious center.
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Q: How did they persecute you?

A: They forced us to work for them. They told us that they would go just over there [a
short distance], but then they made usgo for two to three days. They forced usto carry very
heavy things. Although we could not carry the things, we had to try hard until we could no
longer do. We had to carry bags of cement, bullets, rice and other food. We had to carry
anything that they needed usto carry for them. They came and commanded the headman,
and the headman called us. Because we love peace and we wanted to live in our village
peacefully, we went and obeyed their orders whenever our village headman told usto go.
Thirty people from Kwih Lat Der village had to go to do that. One person from each
family.

Q: How many houses were therein Kwih Lat Der village?

A: About 30 houses| think. If people had not run away, there would have been more than
that. For portering, not only the people from Kwih Lat Der had to go; the people from
Kwih Kler, Kwih Chit Mu, Meh Tharaw Hta, and Maw had to go together. There were
more than 100 porters on the trip. That trip was the very worst. | didn’t count the times |
had to go, but it was many times. Sometimes it took one day, sometimes one day and one
night. When | was there | had to go two to three days at atime, or three to four days at a
time. It was never the same. They told usthey would only go for one day, and sometimes
they really went for one day. Sometimesthey spoke the truth, but often they did not. They
always said to usthat they would go to anearby place, but sometimesthey went to very far
places. From Kwih Lat Der to Htee Hta Baw, from Maw to Kwih Lat Der, K’ Yeh Theh to
Kwih Lat Der, Kyaw Kwato Kwih Lat Der.

Q: When did they start ordering you to be porters?

A: Sincethey started to come. They camelast April [1997]. They have been forcing usto
work ever since they came. When they arrived in the village all the villagers fled, so they
called the villagers back into the village. At first they did not use the villagers as porters,
but after the villagers had all been back in the village for a while they started. First they
forced usto build buildings for them, then when that was finished they started using us as
porters.

Q: Where was the Burmese battalion camp?

A: Their main campisin Saw Hta[Azin]. They also had acamp in Kwih Lat Der and a
camp in Ber Kler. And ancther in Pu Kler. The big men [senior officers] arelivingin Saw
Hta. Their troops are changing often. One group comes up for two to four months and then
they change. Right now [Infantry] Battalion 62 is living there.

Q: Arethey building aroad in Kwih Lat Der area?
A: Not yet. They'renot building aroad yet.

Q: Arethere any DKBA soldiersin your village?

A: No, the DKBA hasalready left by now. Thereare KPA living there. When | wasin my
village they hadn’t come yet, but now they are living in my village. Some people who go
back and forth to our villagetold usthat the KPA arein our village, walking around together
with Burmese soldiers.
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Q: I've heard that more than 2,000 people from Kwih Lat Der and Kwih Kler cameto live
here, but now more than 1,000 of them have gone back again, so why don’t you go back?
A: Some people are still living here and some have gone back. My whole family ishere. |
won't go back yet, because we are worried about the problems they will makefor us. That
iswhy we dare not go back. I’m not sure how long I'll be here.

Inteviend Forcedlaba, R ocation 1ivdihood R ugee

Name: “PaBoe”

Sex: Male

Age: 30

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: DtaLaKu sect

Occupation: Farmer

Marital Status: Married with four children

Address: Kwih Kler village, Dooplaya district, Karen State
Date of Interview: February 20, 1998

Source: KHRG

[When interviewed “PaBoe” was staying in ahut near aDta LaKu village in Thailand.]

Q: Whereisyour village?
A: My villageisKwih Kler. | guessit takes about three or four hours to walk from here.

Q: How many months have you stayed here?

A: | fled Burmaand came here one or two months ago. | came because we had abad time
there, because they forced us to do their work until we had no chance to do our own work.
They forced us to do many things such as portering, standing as sentries, and many other
kinds of labor. We had to carry bullets for their sentry troops. Many people from Kwih
Kler had to go.

Q: Where did you have to go as porters?

A: Sometimesto nearby places and sometimes far away. 1f they were sentry troops based
nearby they would set us free sooner, but if they were going down to the town to change
their troops then it would take many weeks. Sometimes they did not tell the truth. If they
said that atrip would take two or three days, it really took oneto three weeks. Many people
had to facethat. Some people coughed up blood after they came back from portering. 1f we
had not come herewe would still be serving asporters. When they first arrived [in February
1997], weran away. After that we went back to the village to stay, and we' ve had to go as
porters since then, until just before we came here. Now we do not dare go back.

Q: How many familieslivein Kwih Kler village?
A: Atfirst there were more than 100 families, but now fewer familiesareleft in the village.
Some have left, but some still stay.
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Q: Where was the camp of the Burmese who forced you to be porters?

A: In Kwih Kler they had a camp, and we also had to go to their Saw Hta camp. 1I'm not
sure how many soldiersthey had because they changed their troops often. They’re not the
same as Karen soldiers- sometimes they changed once or twice in one month. So | don’t
know how many soldiers there were. They had many groups. Right now IB 62 isin the
village.

Q: Were there other types of labor that you had to do for them?
A: We had to do many kinds of labor for them. We haven't had to build the motor road yet,
but we will have to build one. Thereisamotor road in the village but it is not good.

Q: Werethevillagesin Kwih Kler area relocated?

A: Some peoplestill stay inthevillage. Some people such asthe DtaLaKu didn’t like to
stay in the village any more because they couldn’t live according to their religion. There
were many different kinds of religion in the village, so it was difficult for the DtaLaKu to
practice their religion. In the village there were Baptists and Buddhists. The Dta La Ku
wanted to go away but the village headman never allowed them to leave the village, so
some DtaLaKutried to run away secretly. Many families camewith us, about ten families.
In Kwih Kler there were not too many Dta La Ku people but there are still some families
left in Kwih Kler. Some Dta La Ku people who came here also went back. Before they
went back there were nearly twenty Dta La Ku families [from Kwih Kler] here.

Q: Many people already went back, so why don’t you go back?

A: | do not dare to go back because | am afraid of the Burmese. | will go back when there
ispeacein my village, after the Burmese leave my village, because the Burmese treated us
badly.

Q: How can you get your food here? Can you farm here?
A: Yes, we must farm.

Inteviens Rdocation Liveihood RS ugee

Name: “Ni Reh”

Sex: Male

Age 60

Ethnicity: Kayah

Religion: Christian

Occupation Farmer

Marital Status: Married with four children but six of them already dead
Address: Saw So Leh village, Shadaw township, Karenni State
Date of Interview: March 1, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“Naw Wah” ismarried to “Ni Reh”. They wereinterviewed just after arriving in Thailand
on March 1, 1998.]
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“Naw Wah": | livedin Saw So Lehvillagefor 30 years. Two yearsago the soldiersordered
the villagers to relocate so we went and stayed in Loikaw township, at Nwa La Bo
consolidation village[relocation site] for three months. In NwalL aBo consolidation village
they didn’t give us any food, and they accused my husband of supporting the KNPP. The
[Military] Intelligence called him and asked him questions very often, so we fled from Nwa
LaBo consolidation village.

“Ni Reh”: We moved to Nwa La Bo consolidation village because the soldiers promised
the villagers that they would provide rice, other rations and medicines. But then they only
accused me of joining the Karenni rebels [KNPP], so after three months at Nwa La Bo |
fled back to my village.

“Naw Wah”: When we reached our village again we saw only aburnt place. The Burmese
had burned down the village, so all the houses and rice barns had disappeared. But we had
some paddy in the jungle that we had hidden before they burned down the village, so we
stayed and hid in the jungle where our food was hidden. We stayed in the jungle for two
years.

“Ni Reh”: | didn’t want to go back to NwalLaBo and | didn’t want to go to the Thai border
either, so | stayed inthe jungle near my village. Infantry Battalion 54 had burned down the
village and they took three buffaloes, one pig, 20 chickens and 500 tins of paddy. In our
village over 1,000 tins of paddy and more than 100 buffal oes, pigs, cowsand chickenswere
lost. We ate wild vegetables and fruit and boiled rice for two yearsin the jungle. If we
were sick we had no medicine to treat ourselves so we had to treat ourselves with natural
medicines. Now the SPDC soldiersaretrying to find us, they started coming to shoot at us
very often and they also arrested some other villagers, so we fled to this refugee camp.

“Naw Wah": The SPDC troops cameto the jungle very often, so we had to hide all thetime
and we were worried that the SPDC soldierswould find us. So we couldn’t make afireto
cook and we were hungry very often. As adults we could bear it, but the children cried
when they were hungry so we had to cover their mouths and spank them very often. They
couldn’t go to school for two years. We heard that there was a school on the border [in the
refugee camps] and we felt pity for our children, so we left our own village and fled to the
refugee camp.

Intervient Arest, R acati on ForcedLabar, Livdihood Refugee

Name: “Mi Su”

Sex: Female

Age: 25

Ethnicity: Kayah

Religion: Christian

Occupation Farmer

Marital Status: Single

Address: Su Leh village, Shadaw township, Karenni State
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Date of Interview: March 3, 1998
Source: KHRG

[“Mi Su” was interviewed just after arriving in Thailand at the beginning of March. On
arrival she had to be sent to hospital with tuberculosis.]

In 1996 the SLORC forced the villagers to leave our village, so we moved to Nwa LaBo
villagein Loikaw township. In NwaLaBo consolidation village[relocation site] the SLORC
didn’'t give usany rations or any medicine, so wefled back to our own village. When | fled
back the SL ORC arrested my mother and my elder sister, so | kept going back to my village
with another sister. When we reached our own village we saw only ashes, so we hid and
stayed in the jungle near our village for two years. While we were hiding in the jungle we
had no medicine so it was very difficult, but | didn’t know how to come to the border so |
stayed in the jungle and got tuberculosis.

Q: Why did you flee and come herein the end?

A: Now the SPDC soldiers are looking for the villagers and arresting them, so it is very
difficult to stay thereand we had to flee here. Now | stay at the refugee camp hospital to get
trestment for tuberculosis.

Inerview?. Livdihood Foroedlaboor, Arest, Kiling R acation

Ref ugee
Name: “PaHlaMyint”
Sex: Male
Age: 30+
Ethnicity: Karen
Religion: DtalLaKu, sect group
Occupation: Farmer
Address: Kwih Kler village, Dooplaya district, Karen State
Date of interview: February 20, 1998

[Thisinterview was conducted with agroup of villagerswho had just left Kwih Kler village
afew daysearlier. Inthefirst part of theinterview, “PaHlaMyint” read from his noteson
eventsthat had happened, which he had written on very small and concealableindex cards.
He kept his notes in the form of a‘Ta, a traditional Karen poem. The rhythm of the Ta
does not translate into English, so we have trandated his words without the rhythm.]

Listen from the beginning to the end please.

At the end of January 1997 we had to flee, we lost our things and our things were
destroyed. We became poorer until we were not happy to farm to earn our livelihood. The
things we had lost were: 5,300 pounds of salt; 13 baskets full of rice; three big tins of rice;
anew bullock cart. After that we went back to our villageto live again. Whenwelivedin
our house again, we again lost one mat; one big tin of rice; one pot; a pair of dippers; a
bottle of kerosene; one basket. Moreover, we had to go and cut bamboo, and make the road
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with our own hands. We had to dig out the mud on both sides of theroad. We had to cut a
lot of bamboo until there was enough to use [to build the SLORC camp]; we had to find
bullock carts until we had enough carts. The carts, the cars, the elephants and motor-carts
[small three-wheeled tractors] could never rest. After that, in the second week of April,
they again needed four bullock cartswith four peoplefor oneweek to go to get the sand and
brick to build pagodas. After that they could go back home. We must write down about
every occurrence in our notesto tell our neighbors and friends. In Ber Kler which is near
the border, they ordered 20 people from Meh Naw Dah to go and carry ricefor the Burmese
threetimes. Thelast time, there were about 300 small sacks of rice which were carried by
48 people. In each sack there were three big tins of rice [50 kg/110 Ib]. They used us to
carry ricelike their daves.

When IB 231 arrived in our place, they forced the people to build their bunkers,
and to carry stones before building the bunkers. They ordered 40 bullock carts from us.
We couldn’t give 40 bullock carts because we never had them. So we had to gather our
money and hire atruck. Theweight of the big stoneswas 1800 pounds. So it was not easy
to carry.

The school was still good but they were not satisfied. They ordered us to take off
all the zinc [roofing] to build the school in another place. Then the zinc was not enough for
the new school. So they ordered every villager to give money to them for the zinc. Each
family had to give 400 kyat. The poor people who had ho money had to borrow from their
neighbors or sell their things to give 400 kyat to them. So it was a difficult thing for the
poor people.

Another thing had to do with the farm-animal traders. They like to buy and sell
farm animals because they get agood income, but their problem isthat the SL ORC disturbs
them. At night the SLORC soldierswould arrest the traders. Some traderswere clever and
hid with their animals in the deep forest, so the soldiers could only arrest some of the
traders. The traders who were safe were happy but the traders who were captured by the
SLORC soldiers had to pay alot of money; 10,000 kyat to the SLORC soldiers to be free.
At night time the traders would not sleep, they would eat myin say [an amphetamine-type
drug] and think about what they could do to earn aliving. The SLORC stopped them from
trading their farm animals. If the SLORC could capture them, they would have to pay
10,000 kyat to save themselves. So | don’'t want my people, my friends, to do thisjob.

May 13, 1997, Tuesday night.

At 10 o'clock the Burmese showed a movie for the villagers to watch. A few
minutes passed by and they turned off the movie projector and shot their guns, and they
shot their heavy weaponsfour times. Theshellsfell inthevillage. Two shellsexploded but
theother two did not. Then they fired Chinese rockets many times[107mm Chinese ground-
fired rockets]. Then they said that the villagers were trying to attack them, but actually the
villagers didn’'t do that. They were just looking for away to attack our religion.

They forced four people to take turns doing sentry duty. The people have to make
fences for the SLORC; have to be porters and have to do the work that the SLORC orders
themto do. Inrainy season Mae Naw Dah River was flooded. They ordered people to go
and carry things with their bullock carts. They forced the bullocks to cross the river with
the carts, through the flowing river. So the cart and the bullocks started floating away with

HUMAN RIGHTS YEARBOOK 1998-99 : BURMA



HRDU 271

thewater. The people had to cut off the ropetied around the necks of their bullocks. It took
100 people to help those bulls and carts. In August 1997 Karen people, both Sgaw and
Pwo, had to suffer big problems. The problem was going from Meh Tharaw Htamonastery
to Htee Hta Baw village. One bag was 1 mer 8 viss heavy [1viss=1.6 kg, 1 mer = 10 viss;
i.e. 18 viss, atotal weight of 28.8 kg/63.31b]. We had to carry those cement bags. Thenwe
ran away to escape from the problems. So we ran over to Thailand. The Thal soldiers
drove us back to Burmawhich filled uswith despair. We went back the first time and it got
worsefor us. Wewent back the second time and we reaped our paddy [refugeesin thisarea
were forced back to Burmaseveral consecutive times by the Sth Division of the Thai First
Army]. Some were finished but some were not finished yet. After three days aland mine
exploded and Paw Eh Padied. He was Dta La Ku sect group. We honored his body by
cremating him. He stepped on the landmine when he went to his own crop early in the
morning, about half past five on January 3, 1998. Everyonein the village knew about that.
His coconut crop became the Burmese soldiers’ crop. He had to die for his crop, so we
pitied him alot.

After every harvest the SLORC [SPDC] soldiers don't allow us to dry our paddy,
so we villagers are in trouble because we have no rice to eat. We have to go hungry. In
1998 on February 5, we cooked Yah Hu in the big wok [a mixture of sticky rice, sesame,
coconut, oil, peanuts and other ingredients turned slowly in awok until crispy brown as a
festive snack; usually done by the whole community together at this one time each year].
But a problem occurred. The monk told us that we all must not eat Yah Hu. He said, “If
you want to eat it, go back and cook Yah Hu in your own house”’. He ordered us to put
water on thefire, to blow out the fire and to beat the big jars and potsinto pieces. Hetold
usthat everyone must bring the food to the monastery. Anyone who did not bring his food
would get his name written on alist by the monk. [The SPDC troops had probably ordered
the monk to hand over all the ‘ Yah HU' to them.] That isthe end of my notes.

[Note: in the continuation of the interview below, the ‘ second man’ isanother villager from
Kwih Kler, and the ‘third man’ is a village elder in the area.]

Q: When did you leave Kwih Kler and come here?

“PaHlaMyint”: Three daysago. Right now the Burmese are doing nothing. It is better
than it wasinrainy season. Now the problemisfor the DtalLaKu people. DtaLaKu can't
carry weapons and become soldiers. Everyone knows that we do not make good soldiers.
First they came to make the family list [of al familiesin hisvillage]. But after we gave
them our family information, they changed our family list to the KPA list. Thirty-one
households of DtaLaKu put their family nameson thelist but later they said that it was not
a family list but a Peace Army list. They said the families who are on their list must
become soldiers. So we bravely stood up to them and told them that we would never enter
into the Peace Army. Wetold them, “If you want to kill us, we agreeto die, but we can’t do
their ‘peace’ work.” They needed us to become soldiers. They would teach us through
their training, they would give usguns. Sowe said that we couldn’t do work whichinvolves
carrying weapons and shooting people. “If you kill uswe agreeto die.” We don't want to
gointo battle. Sothey got angry with usand told usthat they would report usto Than Shwe
and the UN. We said: “do asyou like, if you want to report to Than Shwe, we don’t mind
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[Than Shwe is Chairman of SPDC].” If you want to kill uswe will let you kill us, but we
must hot go into battle in our lifetime. That is our problem.

Second man: Lone Shwe[aKPA officer] said that if we don’t do as the othersdo, it means
we are their enemies. Yes, he said that.

Third man: First the KPA told us that they wanted to know how many families of DtaLa
Ku arein each village: Kwih Kler, Maw, Kwih Lat Der and Kyaw Kwa. They needed to
know how many men 40 years old and above there were, and how many men and boys
between 15 and 40 years old. After they obtained this information they told us that every
mal e person between 15 and 40 years old must become a KPA soldier. They hadn’t told us
that at first. That iswhy we are not happy.

“PaHlaMyint”: To get peopleinto the KPA they didn’t say that people must become KPA,
they just said that they wanted to know how many families there are in each village and
how old the people are. After that, they said that men 15to 40 years old must become KPA.
Only the DtaLaKu. They will take everyone, because they aready know our number and
our ages.

Third man: After that when they started to collect the namesfor soldiers, they lied to us by
saying that many Dta La Ku people from Maw already joined the KPA, and when they
cameto Kwih Lat Der they said that many people from Kwih Kler had already joined. The
people from Kwih Lat Der and Kwih Kler couldn’t understand anything that was going on.
Only when we met each other and talked together did we know that no one had wanted to
joinandthat they had lied to us. They said, “ People who won't obey our orders must be our
enemies.”

Second man: Because of this 43 Dta La Ku people from Maw and 12 people from Kwih
Lat Der joined the KPA at first. The KPA said that people who did not join the KPA likethe
others aready had must be their enemies.

Q: Do you think that KPA and KNLA are fighting each other now?

Third man: If the KNLA comes and shoots them, |I'm sure that they will shoot the KNLA
back. If you have agun then others will think you are their enemy, and everyone wants to
shoot you. That's why we don’t want to carry guns. | want to say this. If you are not
carrying weaponsand I’ m not carrying weapons, we see each other and sit together and talk
to each other in peace. If you and | are both carrying weapons, then it is not easy for usto
sit together. We will haveto be afraid of each other and stay far from each other. If neither
of us has weapons, we don’t need to be afraid of each other, we will sit closely and talk to
each other. Soitisnot easy for usto answer [groups which ask them to take sides]. If we
carry weapons, the other groups will think about us, “ Arethey our enemy?’ And then they
dare not cometo sit with us. So we don’t want to do bad thingslikethat. Real peaceisto sit
together like this.

Q: How many KPA soldiers do you think there are now?
Third man: The KPA isreally quite new so there are no more than 300 soldiers who have
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passed thetraining. Most people are not interested inthe KPA. Therewere 12 people from
Ker Kee village who joined. The KPA recruits have aready gone for training now, but
none of the Dta La Ku people have gone. We aready held a meeting with them and told
them that the DtaLaKu can’'t become soldiers. They reported it to the Burmese operations
commander, but he told them, “1 won't crush the Dta La Ku by forcing them to join the
army, because they are practicing their religion which prohibits holding arms.” But the
KPA leader said that the people who live in this area must not remain separate from the
KPA. He never agrees with the operations commander. So the Burmese commander told
him, “I can’'t do it, but if you can do it, go ahead.” The KPA commander said he would go
ahead. We are angry with him because he is our own race. When we went for a meeting
with him the other day, they talked about the militia, nothing else. They saidthe DtaLaKu
must join the KPA or its militia

Q: How do the KPA get bullets and food?

Third man: They get al of them from the Burmese. They have their own camp at Saw Hta
[Azin]. Their headquarters used to be the Saw Hta women'’s office [the Karen Women’'s
Organization, connected to the KNU, had its office there before the SLORC occupationin
February 1997].

When they called the first meeting to build up the KPA, they explained that the
villagesalong Ser Yah Kloh and TaMay Kloh [rivers] belong to the KPA and the Burmese,
so they said they will develop the villages there to become towns. They will develop the
road so they can travel in al seasons. They will do logging, and they said they will share
themoney with thevillagers. They said they will destroy the KNU becauseit gives problems
to the SLORC and makes villagers become soldiers. They said if there is no KNU there
will be peaceinthe area, so if we see some KNU people we must send them to the KPA to
become KPA.

Q: Arethe Burmese or KPA working on the motor roads?

Third man: In Saw Htathey’re working on the motor road, but they haven't finished it to
Kwih Kler yet. They came up from Rangoon and Moulmeinto Kyaln Seik Gyi, then onto
Ber Kler and the border. The children counted 31 trucks but we heard that the number is
really morethan that. We heard 50 to 60 truckswere coming. Thirtyonetrucksreached the
border sofar. Five of them werefour-wheel drives; three of those carried Burmese soldiers,
and two of them carried KPA. We heard that the new road will go to Kyo G’ Lee and Kwih
TaKhoh. They’ve brought 500 prisonersto help them. They brought them from the jails
intown. They’'re using both machines and people to build the roads.

Q: | heard that the SPDC wants to build a road from Saw Hta to Htee Hta Baw.

Third man: Yes, they have plans but it has not started yet. They will start at Kya In Seik
Gyi and build to Saw Htaand Ber Kler. They also want to build an all-season road to Htee
HtaBaw. | heard that they’ [l need 500 peopleto build that road, but we haven't seenit yet.

Q: Have you heard any news from Htee Hta Baw area [further south, toward the Three
Pagodas Pass|?
Third man: Many of the villages have been destroyed between here and there, such as Htee
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Mu Ku, Lay Wah Chut, Kyaw Kwa, and Kyay Loh Neh. There are no peoplein Htee Hta
Baw, Htee Po Chut and Htee Po Maw. The SPDC stays around there now. It isin Waw
Raw township. Down there the people still stay in the villages near the Thanbyuzayat road
[to the Three Pagodas Pasg], but | heard that they have many problems. They have to be
afraid of both SPDC and KNU.

Q: Dothe SPDC stay in Kwih Lat Der now?

Third man: Yes, they are camped in Kwih Lat Der right now. They have about thirty or
forty troops. Their Battalion number is62. They stay with the KPA. There are four KPA
there. Those KPA used to be KNLA soldiers, but then the SLORC arrested them and they
went to be DKBA for a while, and now they have become KPA and they stay with the
SPDC troops. There are about 47 housesin Kwih Lat Der. Somevillagersare still staying
there; for example, if there are four or five people in afamily then maybe two or three of
them have fled to Thailand and the others are still in Kwih Lat Der. Now our peoplearein
aterrible situation from all sides. We must be afraid of the Thais as well as the Burmese.

Q: How do you fedl to stay here?
“PaHlaMyint”: It'snicefor usto stay here but the problemisfood. If we had enough food
here we would never go back to our village to see their faces again.

Second man: The people from here sent us back to our village because they didn’'t have
food to share with us. We'd rather not go back. We'll try to live here and just go back to
our village to get our food stocks and bring them here.

“PaHlaMyint”: The people from our village taunt us, they say, “Look, the squirrels are
coming to steal food. They arethieves.” They call us*“squirrels’ because of our hair. We
feel upset to hear that, but we pretend that we don’'t hear. We go on and retrieve our food.

Second man: You can call usthieves, but we never steal other people’sthings. Weonly go
back to take our own food from our own farms.

Q: Do you want to say anything else?

“PaHlaMyint”: What | really want to say is that | want our brother Burmese to keep the
DtaLaKu together in asafe place whichisfreefrom portering, forced labor and battle. We
don't want to be soldiers. | can't understand why they don’t let us have a place like that.
Burmais very big and | think that in such a big land there must be a safe place for us
somewhere. But we can’t ask them for it because there are no educated people among us
who can go and ask them. | hope our English brothers will help us by saying that for us.
We are hoping for help from our English brothers.

Inerviend Livdl i1 hood Frcad Labar, R ccation, Arest, Tarture

Name: “Saw Lah Htoo”
Sex: Mae
Age 24
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Ethnicity: Karen

Occupation: Farmer

Marital Status: Married no children

Address: K’MaKIer village, Dooplaya district, Karen State
Date of interview: February 22, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“Saw Lah Htoo” fled his village during the 1997 SLORC offensive and now worksin a
shop in the Thai Karen border village of Ber Kler, immediately opposite a major SPDC
Army base]

Q: Do you know the news from Kyaikdon?

A: Yes, | know. | hear the news because the traders came and told me. The Burmese are
assessing the value of theland of everyone who livesin Kyaikdon. Some plots cost 50,000
kyat, and some cost 30,000 kyat. On the expensive pieces of land, the roofs of the buildings
must be zinc. Everyone has to buy their land back from the SPDC. For example, if they
appraise my land for 50,000 kyat | must buy it from them for 50,000 kyat.

Q: How much land do you get for 50,000 kyat?
A: 1 don't know the exact measurements, but it isjust enough to build an ordinary house.

Q: Do the peoplewho stayed in Kyaikdon and never fled also have to buy their own land
back?

A: Yes, they haveto buy it. Peoplewho never had land can also buy it for the same price,
so they are actually better off than the landowner, because they didn’t own the land before.
At K’'Mah Kler, the SPDC came and took all the betelnuts and coconuts. The villagers
couldn’t get any money for it because the SPDC took them all. They also took all the
chickens. If the villagerstried to stop them they showed them a knife or agun.

Q: Do thevillagers have to do any forced labor?

A: Yes, the Burmese force the villagers to do things. The villagers have to give money to
buy petrol and oil because the Burmese are building aroad with machines but they say they
have no petral, so the villagers have to give them money to buy the petrol. Villagers who
don’'t have any money to give have to build the road. They are improving the road from
Kyaikdon to [Kyaln] Seik Gyi.

Q: Canthevillagersin that area stay in their villages or are they forced to move?

A: The peoplein Kyaikdon do not need to move because their villageisbig. But awoman
just came afew days ago and told usthat the Burmese forced them to move from Meh Naw
Dah Hta to Kwih Kler because there were only afew housesin her village, but she never
moved. She said, “I have my house here so | will stay here.” The others moved but she
alone stayed behind. The Burmese stole her hammock.

Q: Do the people still stay in the villages just across the border here?
A: Yes, therearevillagersthere. The Burmese don’t torturethem but they steal thevillagers
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chickensand other things. They don’t torture them becausethey are afraid that the villagers
living near the border will run to Thailand.

Q: Where are the SPDC camps?

A: They have acamp here at the border and another one at the old headquarters gate [near
Kwih Kler, an hour away]. There are also campsat Meh Tharaw Kee and YwaPlaw. The
Battalions are No. 545 and No. 62.

Q: Can the villagers move around freely?

A: They can move around, but they need amovement paper. They haveto ask permission
from the SPDC officers. It depends on the officer. If the villagers need to go somewhere
for five daysthen they haveto ask permission for five days. Usually they can get passesfor
threedays. For one passthey haveto pay 50 baht. Villagerscome here often from Kyaikdon,
Saw Hta, Meh Dah Hta, Meh Dah Kee, Kwih Kler, Th'Ray Kee, and Kyaw Kee. They
come in passenger cars and on foot.

Q: Canthevillagers prepare their fields?

A: No they can't, because they have to build the road and do other forced labor. The
Burmese have ordered them to work on the road to make it much better. Each person hasto
go to work for them for five days, then come back to his own work for two days. You have
towork very hard, because you only get two daysto work for yourself and then you haveto
do five days work for them.

Q: Do you think more people will flee to Thailand?

A: They couldn’t survivethere[in Burma] but they don’t want to come here, firstly because
they have their own land and possessions to think about, and secondly because the Thais
don't allow them to come. It's not easy for them to come.

One man who came here and went back home was caught by the Burmese and they
tied him up, hung him in the air and then lit afire under him. He didn’t die because he had
good medicine. Now he staysin Thay Pu Law Htwee. People don’'t want to go back [to
Burma]. | ask them why. They say that they don’t want to carry [loads as porters] any
more. If people come here the SPDC collects tax from them [along the way]. |If they stay
there the SPDC tortures them and takes their things. Some people stay there just because
the KPA tells them to stay, or because they decide to join KPA. The SPDC controls that
group of people. They created it as a new group. The KPA sent people here to Noh Po
[refugee camp] and said that the SPDC is asking usto go back because the SPDC will give
us peace. They said if we go back we will get peace for sure. Itisnot for sure at al, and
they cannot get peace for us that way.

Now they want to get more KPA members. They told people that if they join the
KPA they won't have to do anything, that if we join the KPA the Burmese won't abuse us
or use usfor forced labor and we can stay freely. They said if you join they will mark your
house and no one there will have to do forced labor. Now they are gathering people and
giving training.

Q: Doesthe DKBA stay inthisarea?
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A: No, they don't stay here any more because the KPA told themto leave. The KPA aren’t
afraid of the SPDC, the SPDC gave power to them so they think they can do everything, but
one day the SPDC will take the guns back from them, I'm sure of it. If al the people go
back to Burma then the SPDC will take back the guns from both the KPA and the DKBA.
They just want the KPA and DKBA to attack people in Thailand until everyone comes
back, then they will take back all their weapons. The KPA and DKBA don't like each
other.

Q: Do you think people can all go back to Dooplaya and live there peacefully soon?

A: No. We can't survivethere. Peoplewho livein Burmaare not happy to stay, some say
that if the KNU fights the SPDC then they will fight the SPDC too. They should give
people rights and democracy. If there is no democracy we will be their slaves forever.
Whatever they tell usto do we must do, if they say don’t move we must not move, if they
say we must diethen we die. We cannot live like that. We' ve been here for one year now.
When No. 44 Division cameto our village we fled to escapeit and came here. If the SPDC
stays there forever then we will stay here forever. We don't like our lives here but at least
we live our lives.

Q: What about here, you said that the Burmese came and took one old woman's betel nut!
A: The SPDC soldiers came and took betelnut from Ber Kler on the Thai side. They
climbed right up peopl€e’ strees and took the fruit. Then the headman told them not to come
and steal like that so they didn't come again. [There is a major hew SPDC army base
directly across the border from Ber Kler. At the time of the interview SPDC soldiersin
mufti were crossing the border and hanging around the village every day.] They came and
stole the betelnut, then they sold it to other people because they have no money. The Thai
soldiersdid nothing, they just said they wouldn’t allow the SPDC to come any more but the
SPDC soldiers still come very often. They come every day, they even come to my shop
with pistols. They wear simple clothes like ours but they come with pistols. It is the
officers who carry the pistols.

Q: What do the Thai soldiersdo if they see the pistol?
A: The Thaisdon't do anything because they are very afraid.

Q: What do the SPDC soldiers usually buy here?

A: They usually buy alcohol and clothes. They come and sell charcoal and cattle. If they
get money they buy fish and chicken to eat. It is the privates who burn the charcoal,
because they have no money. But the officers get their money from the villagers. For
example, if people come here to buy thingsthey have to pay the officer 10,000 kyat as tax.
People who come to sell cattle have to give them 200 baht for each cow. Here 10 kyat is
worth 1.5 baht, but they usually pay in baht.

Q: Do the SPDC soldiers make much trouble here?

A: When they come we haveto be careful and watch them every second because they steal
things, they steal from every shop if they get the chance or if you're not looking for a
moment. When they come they carry bags, they ask to see something and while you're
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getting it they try to dlip other things into their bag. They also try to steal money from
people. Their officer says nothing about it. Two weeks ago one officer came to sell some
charcoal, then he drank alcohol together with some villagers. He wanted moreto drink but
the shopkeeper wouldn't give it to him, and he beat the shopkeeper. Later the Ber Kler
headman told him to go back.

Q: Do you think the Burmese would like to capture Ber Kler?
A: Yes, for sure. People here are afraid. There are [Thai] soldiers but they never say
anything because they are too afraid. Sometimes they drink with the Burmese officers.

Q: | heard the Thai officers say that many more SPDC troops have come. Isit true?
A: Yesitistrue. Two new divisions came, and they also brought so much food that it
should be enough for one year. | don’t know exactly how many soldiers came.

[Another man from Dooplaya, “PalLah”, 35, married with two children, added thefollowing:]

The SPDC said that if the KNU comes and shoots at them, they will attack and
burn Noh Po [refugee camp]. They’ve said that many times now. Their officers say it to
thevillagers. Also, all the Muslimsaround Saw Htaand Kyaikdon must become Buddhists,
because if they don't the SPDC says they will kill them. They already beat one foolish
[mentally handicapped] Muslim man. Many Muslims used to stay in PaKlaw Neevillage,
near Kyaikdon, but now they’ve had to move. They can stay near Kyaikdon, but they have
to become Buddhist. So now there are many Muslims pretending to be Buddhists.

[One month later on March 24, we interviewed shopkeeper “ Saw Lah Htoo” again about
new developments:]

A car wasjust destroyed by abomb, just above Kwih Kler. It happened thisweek,
on Sunday [March 22]. It was abomb buried in the ground [a vehicle mine laid along the
road by the KNLA]. | don’'t know exactly whose bomb it was. The car blew into two parts.
A child died and the driver was hurt in his chest. The child was about nine yearsold. His
village was Taw Wah Law.

Q: After that happened did the Burmese do anything?
A: TheBurmese didn’'t do anything. | didn’t hear anything from the Burmese.

Q: Do thevillagers from Dooplaya still come and pay visits here, in Ber Kler?

A: Thevillagers still come to visit but it is very difficult for them to get a pass, and now
they can’'t come by car, they must comeon foot. | think maybethey areworried that bombs
will explode and destroy the cars. Usually about 10 people come at atime, but not all from
the same village. They come from villages such as Saw Hta, Meh Kwih, Kyaikdon and
from the villages near the border.

Q: What news have the people from Kyaikdon brought this month?
A: Now the peoplethere must carry rations for the Burmese. If avillager hasavehicle he
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must useit to carry rationsfor the Burmese. |If the car isdestroyed by abomb the Burmese
won't do anything for him, he must take care of it himself.

Q: The car that was destroyed this week, was that avillager’s car or the army’s car?

A: It was avillager's car carrying rations for the Burmese. Now the Burmese use the
villagers' carsto transport their supplies because they think the KNLA will not shoot at the
villagers' carsbut they would shoot at the Army’scars. [In the areathe SPDC officers use
villagers for transport, calculating that this will decrease the chance of landmine attack or
ambush, that if the road is mined villagers will die instead of his men, and also so that they
can keep or sell off fuel suppliesfor persona profit.]

Q: Do thevillagers have to help the Burmese every day?

A: Yes, every day. They have to do forced labor on road construction, one person from
each house al the time, and the people who have cars must wait around to drive for the
Burmese whenever they need them and wherever they want to go. But these car owners
must buy the petrol themselves. The Burmese never buy the petrol for them.

Q: Do thevillagers still have to work on the car road?

A: They haveto build the main roads and also rebuild the streets in Kyaikdon. They have
to improve the roads and streets, the Burmese are digging the earth with bulldozers in the
betelnut plantations, they are destroying all the betelnut trees but they never pay anything
tothevillagers. Thevillagerseven haveto buy thefuel for their bulldozer! They never buy
their own fuel.

Q: Last month you said al the villagersin Kyaikdon must buy their own land, is that till
true?

A: Yes, every villager had to buy their own land. They each had to pay 30,000 to 50,000
kyat. Peoplehadto sell their belongingsto get the money to pay for their land. And onland
which is 50,000 kyat [in the central part of the village] they ordered that the owners must
put zinc roofing on their houses. Asfor the betelnut plantations, if the owner stays close by
they can get the fruit, but if not then the KPA takesall of it. They also demand taxeson all
the crops. The KPA took al the houses and crops of everyone who fled to Thailand, and
they sold those houses. The KPA are staying together with the Burmese. The KPA are
staying in K’MaKIler. The Burmese are also staying there, but in their own camp. They
work together.

Q: Doesthe KPA force anyone to become soldiers?

A: Yes, two or three people from each village must go. If people can't go then they must
give money to the KPA. Now the KPA isdoing training at Kwih Kalay, below Kyaikdon.
Just afew days ago we heard that some KPA soldiers aready ran away to escape the army.
The KPA is helping the Burmese.

Q: How do they help the Burmese?
A: They help them by planning how to attack Noh Po [refugee camp]. We heard that the
KPA and the Burmese will go to attack Noh Po camp. Maybe they will go together.
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Q: Arethereany DKBA inthe area of Kwih Kler, Saw Hta and Kyaikdon?

A: No, there are no DKBA there. All the DKBA moved back to 7th Brigade area[Pa an
District, 100 km further north; the SPDC ordered the DKBA back after it gave authority
over most of Dooplayato the KPA].

Q: Do you think the Burmese will attack Noh Po?

A: Asl told you before, they arelooking for away to attack Noh Po. The Burmesetold the
villagers in Saw Hta that they will attack Noh Po. They’ve been telling them for along
timethat Noh Powill be attacked. [Part of the reason for thismay beto discourage Dooplaya
villagers from fleeing to Thailand to stay in Noh Po.]

Q: Who will attack, the Burmese or the KPA?

A: The method of the Burmese is that even if they attack, they will always say it was the
KPA or DKBA whodidit. They will never say it wasthe Burmese. Evenif KPA or DKBA
won't go with them the Burmese will still say it was KPA or DKBA, because they will just
mimic the DKBA or the KPA when they attack.

Q: If they goto attack Noh Po, do you think they will make problemsfor Ber Kler villagers
along the way? [Ber Kler is over 10 km from Noh Po, but it is along one possible attack
route.]

A: They probably won't make problems for the Ber Kler villagers. But last month they
told usthat if we shelter any refugees from Noh Po or KNLA soldiers then they will shoot
at Ber Kler. They also said that if they know any KNLA are coming to Ber Kler they will
kill them here.

Q: How can they attack Noh Po if the Thai soldiers stop them?
A: We can't trust Thai soldiers. They do not dare to shoot. They will never shoot, even
when their duty is to shoot.

Q: Do Burmese soldiers still now come to Ber Kler village?

A: Yes, they comeevery day. They still cometo buy food. The Thais[soldiersand Border
Patrol Police] don't dareto say anything against them. They’ re alwayswatching when they
come to do shopping. | seetheir corporals and sergeants coming with them and observing
the situation. Last month | saw pistols on their waists every time they came. The day
before yesterday one of the Thai villagers here left a gun in the back of his truck, and a
Burmese soldier stoleit. 1'm not surewhat, | think it wasapistol. Then the gun owner told
the headman, they went to ask for the gun and they got it back.

Q: Now there are Thai soldiers everywhere near here and they say they will fight the
Burmese if they crossinto Thailand. Arethe Thaisin the village here part of the army or
the Border Patrol Police?

A: They are border police. They just sit at their gate which is by the border. They don’'t
dare go into the forest. They’re even afraid to stay herein the village! They’re not brave.

Q: Do thevillagers who come here from Kwih Kler, Saw Hta and Kyaikdon still want to
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stay in their villages, or do they want to flee to Thailand?

A: They would prefer to live in their own villages. It is not easy for them to flee to
Thailand. The problem if they come here isthat the Thaiswill drive them back to Burma.
The Thais aready drove many of them back once when they came last time. So although
they must live as slaves in Burma and they don't like to live like that, they must live that
way. Butif the KNLA gototheir placesto fight the Burmese, they will still helpthe KNLA
to shoot the Burmese. That is what they think in their minds and in their hearts. They
really hate the Burmese, and they can't live their livesin either Thailand or Burma. So if
the KNLA goto fight many of them will stand up to fight too. But if the KNLA don’'t goto
help them they don’t dare do anything by themselves, because the Burmese will kill them.

Last month my sister came and told usthat aBurmese soldier cameinto the movies.
He touched a girl’s chin and the girl slapped him. Then he slapped the girl who slapped
him. Afterwards he was sent to the commander to be punished. Andin ashop in Saw Hta
a Burmese corporal stole a longyi [sarong] when the shopkeeper wasn't looking and ran
away with it. The shopkeeper sent her child to go and get it back but the child couldn’t get
it, so his mother went to the corporal and shouted at him, and only then she got it back.
They do bad things. Now they arelogging around Saw Hta, sawing thelogsinto timber and
sending it tothetownsto sell. Thevillagershaveto do that for them, and the villagers have
to press sugar cane for them when they want to drink it. Many villagers have to go and do
that. Everyoneisafraid of them and dares not say anything. When they order the villagers
to give them chickens and the villagers don’t agree, they point at the villagers with guns or
knives. They always threaten the villagers like that.

Even when we were in our house [just after the occupation, before they fled] they
came to our house and demanded chickens. We |et them take what they wanted, but when
their sergeant came with a big truck he saw our coconuts and took the coconuts without
asking permission. Then hewent and took hissoldiers' gun and shot at the coconuts[in the
tree] to destroy them. They never ask for anything nicely, and if you speak they tell you,
“You are very clever to speak, so | will kill you.” They threatened people and said, “Now
you arein our hands. If we decideto kill you, you can’t do anything.” They oppressed us
until we couldn’t stand it anymore, so we came here. If we could stand it wewould still live
there. If the Burmese live there forever we will live here forever, here in Ber Kler, we
won't go back. We don’'t want to go back before there is peace in Burma, but we will go
back when there is peace, when Burma becomes a democratic country.

Inerviend Rfugeg Livdihood Klling

Name: “Saw Lah Po”

Sex: Male

Age 25

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Christian

Family: Married, 1 child aged 21/2 months

Address: Wangkavillage, Myawaddy township; now in Huay Ka okerefugee
camp

Date of interviewed: March 15, 1998
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[Saw Lah Po’s house isin Section 1, right on the eastern edge of the camp where the main
attack force entered. This side of the camp faces Thailand, not Burma; the attackers were
brought by truck all the way around the camp to the Thai side to launch their attack.]

Q: What happened that night?

A: ItwasMarch 10 at 12:30 [at night; actually March 11] when they came into the camp.
We heard the noise of acar but we could not see exactly. First | heard dogs barking. Then
the soldiers arrived on the other bank of the stream but they hadn’t started shooting yet;
they were lining up and setting up their mortars. When | saw them, we started to run and
then they saw us and they fired their guns. They fired guns first and then the shells of big
weapons started toland. Then the soldiers separated themselvesinto two groupsin front of
my house. There were more than 10 soldiers in each group. They started to burn the
houses as soon as they entered the camp. | told my family, “Don’'t take anything, run!” |
ran off with my wife and my child. My wife did not have time to put her slippers on and
neither did my mother-in-law. | couldn’t carry anything, not even our blankets. They fired
alot with guns and then they fired big weapons. A shell landed near the hospital just in
front of us, so weturned left. We ran into the bed of the stream and stayed there. We dared
not come back so we stayed there until the shooting stopped. Then we came back.

Q: Do you think they were DKBA?
A: We dared not look. We ran off so we don’t know, but | think the Burmese and the
DKBA were mixed together.

Q: Didyou see Thai soldiers?
A: Thistimewedidn't seethem, they didn’t come here. That night they didn’t cometo our
side of the camp.

Q: Didyou see anyonekilled or injured?
A: In Section 2 one pregnant woman was hit by a shell so she couldn’t move, and then she
burned to death in the fire. Her name was Ma Pein, we called her Daw Pein, shelived in
Section 2. She was over 30 years old. She had one child. Now the child stays with his
father. Shewasdead but her husband didn’t know if shewas dead or alive. Thefireburned
her so badly he couldn’t recognize her, but when he saw her sarong he knew that it was his
wife. In Section 2, two people died - the other was a child, who was wounded in the head.
He died in the hospital, so we didn’t see him. His name was Pa Lah Ghay. | don’'t know
exactly how old he was, maybe three or four years old [sic: he was 7, and he died en route
to hospital].

My mother was also wounded. She waswounded in the back by ashell. It wasin
Section 2. | think it was not a M 79 grenade that hit her, it was a shell from amortar, a 21/
2inchshell. They fired the mortar from near the mango tree. Now sheisin the hospital but
she can talk, sheisnot in acoma. Shewon't stay too long in the hospital. She will come
back and stay here. My mother’'s nameis Paw Nay. Sheisin her fifties,
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Q: Where do you live now?

A: Now I live in the field [the open field in the middle of the camp] because the camp
leaders told us to live there. At night time we sleep here but we are afraid. The Thal
soldiersdon’t stay anywhere near where we are staying. We haveto look out for ourselves,
and if we see anything strange we have to get ready to run. We dare not stay here.

Q: If the Thai soldiers say that you have to move to Beh Klaw or to Burmawhat will you
do?

A: If I must goto Burmal won't go, | dare not go. | also dare not go to Beh Klaw now, the
situation there is not good.

Interviend0 Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Naw Eh”

Sex: Female

Age 38

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 3 children

Address: Kyet Paun village, Hlaing Bwe township, Pa an district; now in
Huay Kaloke

Date of interviewed:  March 15, 1998

Source: KHRG

[Naw Eh’'shouseisin Section 7, beside the main gate which faces west toward Burma. The
initial ‘reconnaissance’ group entered the camp past her house, while the main force attacked
from the opposite side of the camp. Her house was in one of the few parts of the camp
which were not burned.]

Q: When and how did they come to the camp?
A: First on March 10 at ten or eleven o' clock at night, a Thai soldier came into the camp
with a motorcycle. He wore civilian clothes with military trousers. He went to see the
section leader, whose name is Pyay Kyaw. Then he went into the camp and after he came
back he stopped and told us, “ Stop weaving your roof because it istoo dark, go to sleep.”
[They werein their house making leaf shinglesto repair their roof.] Then | went to sleep
with my daughter, and after awhile atruck went past, between some motorcycles. There
were three motorcyclesin front of thetruck and four behind. The car looked like amilitary
car but it looked like an old one. It was green with stripes you could see it because it was
full moon. It wasvery big, likeamilitary truck. It could contain 20 people, and it wasfull
of soldiers. They wereall wearing shirtswith two pockets, striped [camouflaged] uniforms
and they had guns. They came from the main road to Wangka [the border], from the direction
of thetwo Thai gates. They had to pass through the main gate. After that thisroad goesto
all the sections, it goesto Section 1, Section 2, Sections 4, 6, and 8...

When | saw the truck | couldn’t sleep, | was afraid that maybe it was DKBA or
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Burmese soldiers. The Thai had told the section |eader that the situation was not so good,
and when | went to my friend’s house he' d also told me that the situation was not so good.
Thetruck stayed in the camp about half an hour, and after I’ d been asleep for just amoment
it came back. Now there was only one person on each motorcycle and three peoplein the
cab of thetruck. | didn’t seethe others. When they came there were no lights on the truck
but the motorcycles had their lights on, and there were three soldiers on each motorcycle.
When they came back there was one person on each motorcycle and only thefirst motorcycle
haditslightson. Also, they were noisy when they came but when they went back they were
silent [sheindicated that on their way into the camp they were revving their engines, but on
the way back they wereidling and going slowly]. A few minutes after they came back, the
electric lights at the Thai checkpoint turned off, and after that the shooting started.

After the Thai soldiers[on the motorcycles; she believes that they were Thai] had
been away for awhile we heard the gunshots and we fled. They fired mortars and guns, all
together. | couldn’t do anything, | just called my daughter and told her, “Run, run, whereis
your father?” We couldn’t do anything, | was with my daughter but my husband was on
security duty that night. They have to guard, 10 persons each night [Refugees have their
own camp security patrols].

We heard explosions from Section 1 and Section 4, we were afraid and we ran.
They fired big weapons and guns. | heard the sound of heavy weapons over there and over
there[pointing all around]. They fired shellsacross our section and they landed in the bean
field. Maybe some landed in the camp, | don’'t know. We were afraid. When we ran into
the field a shell landed in front of us and we ran quickly. We shouted, “Run, run!” Some
were shouting, some were running, some were crying, some were running but they had no
sarong. We ran to the school in Section 7 and continued on to Thai Huay Kaloke [the Thai
village beside the camp]. | fled to the Thai village and my legs were shaking.

After their guns had been firing for awhile my husband came back home carrying
his rice. He put it down on the ground and ran without it to the Thai village. When he
arrived at the Thai village he said he didn’t know if the shooters were Thai or Burmese. |
don't know myself if they were Thai or Burmese soldiers. They were wearing striped
[camouflaged] uniforms and their hats looked like Burmese soldiers' hats.

When the camp was burning | stayed inthe Thai village because no one was going
back so we dared not go back. The Burmese and the DKBA went back at 2 am. and we
went back to the camp at 5 am. When the explosions stopped my husband and some
people went back to the camp but | dared not go back.

Q: Didyou seethe Thai soldiers when you ran?

A: Yes, | saw the Thai fireengine. Beforethe burning wedidn’t seethe Thai soldiersinthe
camp, but after the burning they camein groupsof 10. The other truck and the motorcycles
did not come back after the soldiers had finished shooting.

Q: Do you think that when the truck first came the Thai soldiers were staying at the
checkpoint?

A: | don't know, maybe they knew that the DKBA and the Burmese soldiers would come.
When they were coming the Thai said to me, “The situation is not so good so don’t weave
your roof. Itisthetimeto sleep, why don’t you sleep?’ Maybethey had an agreement with
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the DKBA and the Burmese soldiers. | dare not speak about that. We are afraid of the Thai
soldiers.

Q: Do you think that this time the Burmese soldiers came with DKBA?

A: Yes, | think they were Burmese and DKBA. They said, “Within three daysyou all have
to go back to Burma. If you don't go back we will come again and kill all the people’. A
woman who staysin Section 1 told methat. So that whole night we were afraid [the third
night after the attack]. We were afraid, we were shaking and we thought that we would die,
and that night the Thai soldiers said, “No one can go outside the camp to sleep. |f you go
outside the camp the Thai police will come and attack you and send you back to Burma’.
The Thai soldiers asked, “Why do you go to sleep outside the camp?’ [Many refugees
wanted to spend the night in the fields outside the camp.] But the [refugee] section leader
said, “ Those refugees who want to go and sleep outside the camp can do so.” We didn’t
know if the DKBA and the Burmese soldiers would come again. We were afraid of the
DKBA but wewere also afraid of the Thai soldiers, so we dared not go outside the camp to
deep. Wefled over near to the school and hid there. The mosquitoes and theinsects bit us,
we dept like that and the cars came. Three cars came, the first had its lights on and the
others had no lights. They looked like the car which came three days before. | don’'t know
if they looked like Thai cars or Burmese cars because | have never seenaThai car. But the
car that camethefirst day and the carsthat came three days after |ooked the same, and there
were alot of soldiers with big weapons. We thought maybe they had come to tell usto go
back to Burma so we were ready to run, and we didn’t know if they were Burmese or Thai
soldiers. Wewere afraid. Therewere all wearing striped uniforms. When | saw the cars|
thought that we were all going to die. Maybe it was about midnight, | had my watch but |
didn’'t look. We were shaking and | was together with my friends. My friends told me,
“Don’t say anything, welivein the Thai’s country so the Thai will kill us.”

Now werun every night. | don’t know if they will comeback, we are afraid and we
go and sleep outside every night. We are afraid of Thais, Burmese, and DKBA; everybody.
We are afraid and we have to run away and sleep outside. The Thai soldiers said, “Don’t
stay here. Gawlawa [white foreigners] won't look after you. Go back to Burma.” We are
afraid. The Thai soldier who talked to us was the one who stays at the checkpoint. Hetold
us, “I told you to go back to Burmaand you haven't gone. Why do you trust the Gawlawa?
We are bigger than the Gawlawa. If we block the road then the Gawlawa's rice won't be
ableto come. If we send you, you must go back. You have a country. Why don’t you go
back? Why are you so happy to stay here?’ We are not happy to stay here! We can't stay
in Burmaso we come and stay here. If we had our country why would we come and stay in
their country? Why do they speak to us like that? “If we block the Gawlawa's rice you
won't be ableto receiveit.” The section leader explained what they said to us because we
can’'t understand Thai language. | want to hate the Thais but | dare not. |I'm afraid.

Q: Doyou still dare to stay here?

A: | don't know, where the people decide to stay | will follow them. If the others go to
another place | will follow, but | will never go back to Burmaagain. We were not happy in
Burma, the Burmese made us suffer. My brothers and sisterslivein Burma, but I'm afraid
of the Burmese. The Burmesetreated us badly and the DKBA also. When the Burmese hit
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us, the DKBA just watched and they didn’t do anything. | had to build theroad, the Burmese
soldiers said that the foreigners would come and inspect the road that the Burmese wanted
to show them. They said that the foreigners would come and ook at Ku Baw Chaung, Du
Yaw Baw Chaung, T'Nay Hsah Baw Chaung, Paung Ye Bu, and Baw Chaung. So we had
to build the road and we had no time to rest. Someone from every house had to go. If we
didn’t go we had to pay 200 Kyat. How could we give them 200 Kyat when we had no
money? | had nothing, no money, but | had to buy rice, 500 or 600 Kyat for one basket.
Now itis1,500 Kyat for one basket! We had to build the road near the mountain, and it was
very stony. We built the road from my village to Daw Lan and to Thaya Gone. The
Burmese soldiers stay in Daw Lan and Thaya Gone. After that we had to build the road
from T'Nay Hsahto Nabu. They said theforeignerswill come and that the foreignersdon’t
like it when the roads are not good. So the soldiers told us to work. We had to build the
road in the afternoon but they didn’t want us to have lunch. They hit us. They kicked me.
If wetook arest they also shouted at us. If we went and protested to DKBA they just said
we had towork with discipline. | couldn’t work, | wanted to takearest, | wasvery tired and
| nearly died, so | cameto the camp and | have stayed herefor one year already. | arrivedin
this camp when it had all been burned and everything was lost [after the January 1997
burning]. Nobody gave me clothes, | stayed with my cousin, | was not registered in the
camp. Slowly, | started to work and | asked my friends to give me some clothes.

Q: What do you think about the DKBA?

A: The DKBA don’'t remember anything. They looked like drunkards. They have taken
medicine [drugs]. They looked like fools. When they take the medicine they don’t know
anything and we are afraid that they will kill us. We dare not go near them. We are afraid
of the DKBA and of the Burmese. The Burmese are friendly to the DKBA, but what they
will do one day to the DKBA we don’t know.

Irterviend® Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

1. Name: “Saw Lah” 2. Name: “Naw Wah”
Sex: Male Sex: Female
Age: 52 Age: 43
Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen
Religion: Christian Religion: Christian
Family: Married, 3 children aged 15, 17 and 20
Address: Wangka village, Myawaddy township; now in Huay Kaloke
Date of interviewed: ~ March 16, 1998
Source: KHRG

[“ Saw Lah™ and “ Naw Wah” are husband and wife. They stay in Section 1 of the camp,
where they have lived for 14 years.]

Q: Can you describe what happened?
“Saw Lah”: We decided to flee because we were afraid. | was afraid of the bullets. When
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the house was burning we ran. What else could we do? Everything was burning. We saw
the soldiers setting fire to the houses. We were hiding and we didn’t know where to run.
We hid just a short time, not more than 15 minutes. We were staying under the house and
when | saw thefirel ran away.

“Naw Wah": We were under the house. |If the house was not burning we would not have
run. Someone had told us that if they came it wouldn’t be to burn our houses, just to find
people [important people like camp leaders).

Q: What happened when you fled?

“Saw Lah": They camefrom Section 1. We saw them, they started to burn the houses, one
after the other. When they came they passed in front of us, and when they were some
distance away we started to run. [At that time he was hiding beside the streambed in
Section 2.] The other people had run and only the three of us were left: myself, my wife,
and the woman who sells chicken in her shop. All my children had already fled. Whenwe
ran to the road in Section 2, a soldier touched me with his gun. He asked me, “Are you
Buddhist or Christian?’ He spoke Sgaw Karen. If | had answered that | am a Christian he
would have killed me, so | answered that | was Buddhist. He didn’t say anything when |
said that | was Buddhist, he just took my things and then he said, “We told you to go back
to Burma so why didn’'t you go back? | will kill you.” When he pointed his gun at me he
saw my watch and he took it. He also took my wife's watch and a ring with a stone. He
took everything, my bag and one camera, but there was no money in my bag. In my bag
therewas aBible, but he didn’'t seeit because he just took the whole bag. | was afraid they
would see the Bible, but they didn’t do anything because the commander told them to be
quick about it and they went away. He was also Sgaw Karen.

“Naw Wah”: The one who touched us with his gun spoke Sgaw Karen. Some others also
spoke Sgaw Karen but they were drunk so they didn’t know what they were doing. They
asked for money. | said, “I have no money.”

“Saw Lah": After the soldiersleft uswewent to the stream. When weran to the stream the
soldiers came and asked some women, “Are you Christian or Buddhist?’ | know these
women because they stay with my sister. Thewomen said, “We are Christians.” When the
women said that, a soldier threatened them with his gun so the women said, “Oh welied to
you, we are not Christian, we are Buddhist!” and then the soldier didn’t do anything. He
took the women’s watches and he asked for their money. One woman said, “I have no
money” so they checked her neck [to seeif shehad anecklace]. Then they went back to the
other side of the stream. | heard al that because they were hiding near us.

“Naw Wah”: The soldierstold some of the women, “If you are Christian we will kill you.”
Nobody dared to say that they were Christian.

Q: How many soldiers did you see?

“Saw Lah”: | saw eight soldiers. We saw the soldiers when we ran. They didn’'t seem
normal but they did not smell of alcohol. One was holding awalkie-talkie, maybe he was
a commander. The one with the walkie-talkie stood near us. The other soldiers were
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standing behind him. They were wearing striped shirts and their trousers were also striped,
the same as the Thai soldiers, with hats. Their hats also looked like Thai soldiers hats.
[Heindicated abaseball-cap style hat.] The colour of the hatswas dark green. | didn't see
any scarvesor any number on their uniforms, | dared not look. They wore striped uniforms
and jungle boots. They came in three separate groups. One group was in the middle,
another on theleft, and athird group was behind atree [atree near the stream at the back of
Section 1; probably their mortar support group]. They all came on alogging truck.

“Naw Wah": Some other people saw a car. But we ran because we were afraid.

Q: Did you see their weapons?

“Saw Lah”: AK; hetouched mewith an AK for sure [AK 47]. | know because the AK is
short. The other ones had M 16, G3, and 79. The Burmese use that kind of gun, | know it.
Not G 4 but G 3, AR, AK, and 79; the one that they shelled with wasa 79 [M 79 grenade
launcher; G3 isthe standard Burmese Army assault rifle, not generally used by opposition
forces. AK 47, M16 and AR are commonly used by opposition forces, occasionally also by
the Burmese army].

Irtervieni2 Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Naw Eh Say”

Sex: Female

Age: 30

Ethnicity: Pwo Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 4 children aged 2-12

Address: Du Yaw village, Pa an District; now in Huay Kaloke
Date of interviewed:  March 16, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Naw Eh Say” haslived in Huay Kaloke camp for 10 years. She now livesin Section 1.]

Q: When did you start to run?

A: When | heard gunshots | started to run. Another house had already started to burn, and
| saw that my house was burning. | don’t know what timeit was. | had no watch. Weran
and hid in the ditch [adry streambed)] together with many friends. We heard shooting, ta-
tatatatal so we dared not look. We stayed in the ditch, each on our own. Then the
soldiersjumped down intheditch, | don’'t know wherethey camefrom. Onesoldier touched
al of uswith hisgun. We stayed quiet and he said, “Don’t anybody run away.” He spoke
Sgaw Karen. He asked me, “Areyou Christian or Buddhist?’ | said “I’m Buddhist.” Then
he asked us, “Why don’t you go back [to Burma]?’ We said, “We have no money to go
back.” Then he touched me with his gun and he said, “We will find your bag.” He asked
me, “Did you put agunin your bag?’ We said, “No, we don’t have any guns.” We opened
the bag, helooked in it and then he went away. | don’t know which way they went, | dared
not |ook.
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Q: What did the soldiers ook like?

A: | saw threesoldiers. They were Sgaw Karen. They wore striped [camouflaged] uniforms.
Their hats looked like soldiers' hats. Their hats were striped, with scarves tied around
them. Not yellow, dark green scarves. | didn’t see any badges on their uniforms. | dared
not look, | was afraid that they would shoot me. | bowed to them. | bowed like we do to
monks, | made them the Buddhist sign with my hands. | said that | was Buddhist. | pleaded
with them, “Don’'t kill me.” | was afraid.

Intervieni3 Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Saw Ghay Htoo"

Sex: Male

Age 30

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Christian

Family: Single

Address: Pa an District; now in Huay Kaloke refugee camp
Date of interviewed:  March 16, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Saw Ghay Htoo” haslived in Section 11 of Huay Kaloke camp since 1996. He hasonly
one leg and wears a simple prosthesis on the other.]

Q: Did anything happen before the night of the attack?

A: Onenight before, the Thai soldierssaid, “ You haveto turn off thelightsat nine o’ clock.”
The second night [the night of the attack], they came at seven o' clock and told usto switch
off thelights. They said, “Don’t switch onthelights.” Then some motorcycles came, they
were not noisy. There were three persons on each motorcycle. Then they went back and
disappeared, and after midnight they [the attackers] entered and fired their guns.

Q: Had the Thais ever come to this part of the camp at night before?
A: Yes, they came here before but they didn’t comelikethat. 1f they camethey usually had
their lights on, but this time there were no lights.

Q: Then what happened?

A: | heard heavy weapons, they were shooting near here [ Section 10 in the camp market].
They were firing heavy weapons from under atree and they used the tree as cover sheets,
21/2-inch ones, landed here and over there. They fired them from Ah Na Mine Gone [in
section seven near the main Thal gate]. | saw maybe six 21/2-inch shells. Three shells
landed near me. Ancther 21/2-inch shell landed near my house and six persons got injured.
Three landed in the pond. One landed near me and the explosion made me jump into the
pond. Then | got out because | was very cold. Another shell from a big weapon landed
first, and then | saw the soldiers. They also fired their guns, so people didn’'t know which
way to run. A lot of people ran to the other side. | didn’t run yet, | watched. The fire
started in Section 1. The houses around mine burned, and then the fire spread to my house.
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| stayed around here, beside the pond. After they had set fire to the houses, they came back
and shot, shat, shot.... they came back in front of me and the soldier in the middle was
holding awalkie-talkie. They spoke Sgaw Karen, Pwo Karen, and also Burmese, all mixed.
| stayed likethat. | wasn't afraid. Asfor me, if | dieitisnot aproblem, | kept that in my
mind. After | saw them something came into my mind - | wanted to shoot them. One
soldier saw me and he was about to shoot me. | told him, “No, don’t shoot me”. He asked
me, “Areyou Thai or Sgaw Karen?' After he asked me that, he tried to shoot me, but his
finger dlipped from the trigger so he didn’t shoot me. Then he said, “Oh, | didn’t shoot
you”, and he went away. After many houses had aready burned | started to run. | ran
aone. | ranthisway. When | ran there were no Burmese and no DKBA. | didn’t see any
soldiers then, everyone had disappeared.

Q: Didyou seeany Thais?

A: No. | saw 21 [DKBA/Burmese] soldiers, | counted them. | didn’'t see any other soldiers.
| can’t runwell so | wassitting and watching, so | could count only the soldiers who passed
infront of me. These 21 soldierswere wearing streaked [ camouflage] jackets and streaked
trousers, and some were wearing plain green ones. They were old uniforms, not new.
There were more soldiers with streaked uniforms than without. Only four or five wore
plain green uniforms. Not all of them had their hats on. Two or three had hats like the
Burmese military hat. Some had red scarves[around their heads]. Their gunswere AR and
AK, and onewasalso carrying awalkie-talkie. That onewas not wearing astriped uniform
[camouflaged]. They were not normal. We knew that because they were not walking
straight. The Burmese were wearing the plain green uniforms. | think | saw maybe two or
three who looked like Burmese.

Q: Did you see any badges on their uniforms?

A: No, | didn't look at the badges, | only counted the soldiers. Maybe they wore the
Bandoola badge [the Burmese army badge], but | didn’t look. We also dared not look at
their faces, we only counted them. | stayed squatting so they could only see my head.
Maybeif they had seen my foot they would have shot me [they would have guessed that he
was aformer Karen soldier because of hisprosthesis]. | told them, “Don’t shoot”, and they
didn’t shoot me.

Q: Didthe soldiers ask your religion?

A: No, but they asked that of others. My friendsran to the other side [of the camp] and the
soldierstold them, “If you are Christianwewill kill you all.” But my friendsare Buddhists,
so the soldiers didn’t do anything to them.

Q: Attheend, did the soldiersleave quickly or slowly?

A: They left quickly. They ran back. They left from Section 7, but maybe they separated
into two groups and some left through Sections 5 and 6. After they left me, | didn’t go to
the Thai village. | went immediately to look for my friends, because maybe someone was
wounded in therefugee camp. | didn’'t see any soldiersthere because of the smokefrom the
fire. 1 couldn’t see, and after that the soldiers went back. Before they went back they fired
their big gun from under the tree, but the shellsdid not land here. There wasautomaticfire,
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and also G3, G4, and AR. We didn't see exactly but when | heard the noise | knew which
kind of gun it was[“Saw Ghay Htoo” used to be asoldier]. | saw one G4 [G3 and G4 are
standard Burmese Army assault weapons not commonly used by opposition forces]. After
they fired G3 and G4, 21/2-inch shells came again. Then when they finished firing their
guns, the fire started to go out.

Inervienl4 Livdihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Saw Po Gyi”

Sex: Male

Age 38

Ethnicity: Pwo Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 4 children aged 10-16

Address: Pa an District; now in Huay Kaloke refugee camp
Interviewed: March 16, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Saw Po Gyi” haslived in Huay Kaloke camp since 1989. Hishouseisin Section 11.]

Q: What happened to you that night?

A: That night at 12:30, shells of heavy weaponswere fired. DKBA and Burmese soldiers
came and shot at the camp. | started running after they fired heavy weapons. Bullets from
both big and small gunswereflying around. The shellsof the heavy weaponswere coming
from near the Thai checkpoint. The bullets from small guns were coming from here, and
also from other places. | hid. We couldn’t stay in the stream because there was water init,
but we stayed beside it. They met us there when they went back. There were about 10 of
us by the stream. There were three men and the others were women and children. They
didn’'t do anything to the women, but they told us, “Don’t run, we will shoot you and kill
you all.” They asked, “Have you seen any Kaw Thoo Lei [KNLA soldiers]?” One man
said, “There is no Kaw Thoo Lel.” They touched me with their guns. They were M1
[carbine] and M16. | dared not move. The soldier who touched me with his gun spoke
Sgaw Karen. The soldier who spoke Pwo Karen told us, “Don’t run, the shells of heavy
weaponswill hit you. You arenot our enemy. Stay quiet, we will harm only our enemies.”
They grabbed two bags and some watches from the people. Onewas astudent, she had two
shirts, one skirt and 150 baht in her bag. Then they asked us, “Are you Buddhist or
Chrigtian?’ Wesaid, “We are Buddhists,” and they said, “If you are Christian, we will kill
all of you. Tomorrow you must go back to Myaing Gyi Ngu [DKBA headquartersin Pa’ an
Digtrict]. If you don’t go back, in three days we will come back again.” Then they went
away and they started to fire their guns in the direction of the camp. They fired heavy
weapons, and they fired 79s[M 79 grenade launcher] twice. After they had fired and burned,
the soldiers went away.

Q: How many soldiers did you see?
A: | saw 21 soldiers, but | didn’t hear them speaking. They were the same that he saw [see
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interview with “Saw Ghay Htoo"]. They wore streaked hats, but not all of them. Some
hats were different, but the moon was shining so we dared not |ook in their faces. Some of
the soldiers wore striped uniforms, and some of the soldierslooked like Burmese soldiers.
There were more than 10 soldiers with streaked uniforms and four soldiers were wearing
Burmese uniforms. These ones were carrying M16s but | didn’t see any sign on their
uniforms. We dared not look to see if there were any badges on the DKBA uniforms
because we don't like them, they are our enemies. We don't like the way they are working,
they don’t work theright way. They weredrunk. They looked like they had taken myin say
[the drug commonly taken by DKBA, known as YaBaor YaMain Thai, which makes one
aggressive and stupid].

They left this way, the same way that they came. They crossed the fields. They
threw away the old things [from what they had stolen] and they kept only the new ones.
The people found those [old] things later. After they left we came back to our house and
looked for al our things. My house did not burn, but we kept some of our things outside
and they had burned in the fire. The soldiers put them into the fire and they burned.

Irterviends Livelihood Rfuges KIling

Name: Naw K’ Paw Wah”

Sex: Female

Age 45

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 5 children aged 2-16

Address: Hlaing Bwetownship, Pa an District; now in Huay Kalokerefugee
camp

Date of interviewed:  March 16, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Naw K’ Paw Wah” has been in Section 4 of Huay Kal oke camp for four years. Her house
was right at the edge of the open field in the middle of the camp, and she was wounded in
the attack.]

Q: When did you start running?

A: When we heard ta-ta-ta-ta-tal [she made the sound of automatic fire] we ran out of my
house. | had no watch but | guessit was midnight. We carried our children and ran. Then
we laid down beside our house. When we heard it the second time we ran beside the
monastery and to the fields, not far from the banana garden. | stayed there for quite along
time, and after that | came back home again. When | came back | saw them [the soldiers]
coming by. | was hidden behind the toilets when they came. They came along the main
road [the camp’s main thoroughfare], then they went to the market. They marched quickly,
chouay chouay chouay [she made the sound of rapid marching]. They were in a group,
many soldiers, you couldn’t count. Maybe around 30 soldiers. They didn’t see me but |
saw them clearly. They werevery close. Thedistance between me and them wasthelength
of ahouse. If | had looked carefully | could have seen the badges on their arms because of
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thelight of thefire, but | didn’t look at them very carefully because of thefire. They carried
guns. Some of them wore Burmese military uniforms and some of them wore streaked
uniforms. Two of them wore white shirts. Some had caps and some had Burmese military
hats. | heard them speak only in Karen, Sgaw Karen.

They were coming along and burning the houses along their way. The houses
burned down quickly because the roofs were made of thatch. When | came back, Section 1
had already burned down completely, and Sections 3, 4, and 5 were burning. When the
soldiers arrived, three of them entered my house. They didn't see me. If they had seen me
| don’t know what they would have said to me. | heard some people say that when the
soldiers saw peoplethey threatened to kill them. | hid myself. My childrenwere aready in
the field, hiding behind the paddy-dikes.

My husband was together with me. Hetold methat our children are more precious
than the possessionsin our house, so he asked meto go to the children. So after the soldiers
had passed by, | hurried and ran to the children, while he stayed here and watched. The
soldiers passed through the field here [in the middle of the camp], but they couldn’t see me
because | was behind a paddy-dike. | didn’t dareto go at first because there was abig fire.
Afterwards, | escaped from the fire and ran to the monastery. A monk told me to run that
way but | said, “I can’t go that way, my children are over there [the other way]”. When |
kept on running on the high ground, they saw me and followed me, and the bullets landed
nearer and nearer to me. Many bullets and shells flew over me. When | reached atree |
heard the sound of the guns so | laid down on my belly, near the banana trees and the teak
tree at the edge of the camp. The bulletsflew beside me, ta-ta-ta-ta-tal | laid there quietly.
When the bullets stopped flying, | tried to lift up my body. As soon as | lifted up my
buttocks, something hit them and knocked me back down again. | looked up in the tree to
see the fruit but | saw that there was no fruit, so then | knew it was a shell that had hit me!
The shell didn’t penetrate my buttock, it disappeared after it hit me. | don’t know where it
flew. Atthat timethere wasfire everywhere. So | prayed, “Lord, please take care of me,”
because | thought that | would die. It wasreally painful and aching. | couldn’t stand up.
Then | called my son, “Hay Glaw! Hay Glaw!” He answered me, “Wai.” | thought to
myself that | wouldn’t be ableto go to my children, but | tried to go to my children. | could
partly stand up, then | pulled my leg [she demonstrated trying to walk doubled over, gasping
and limping]. | wasbleeding. My children werein front of me, alittle far from me, about
10 meters away, but when | reached the place where they were they were sitting down,
looking at me sadly. | told them that I’ d been wounded by ashell. Then | saw aman and |
called him. “Wai, Doh Pu Shal” [“Hallo, friend!”] He didn’t answer anything to me, so |
laid down for awhile. | saw amonk. | called the monk and asked him to send me my
husband. He agreed but he disappeared for alongtimeand | didn’t see my husband coming.
Then | saw a woman and called her. | asked her for some tobacco because | wanted to
smoke and she gave me some. When | was smoking, everyone who walked by cameto see
me.

Some peopletold the Thai soldiers about me and the Thai soldiers cameto me. At
that time my husband was arriving. The Thai soldiers asked my husband to carry me. He
was going to take me to the monastery but | said that there's no hospital in the camp, so1’d
rather go wherethe Thai soldiers asked meto go. Then they sent meto the water truck [the
Thai firetruck]. | waited for along time. There was no hospital car coming. The water
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truck started to leave, then the hospital car arrived and my husband put me in the hospital
car. Inside that car the wind was blowing. | looked for the window that was open but the
windows were closed. | couldn’t understand how the wind could blow through the glass of
the car, but the wind blew a lot and made me very cold [she had never experienced air
conditioning before]. My husband thought that | was unconscious and he called me, “ Naw,
Naw” and | answered him, “It is cold.” When | reached the hospital the nurse put some
medicine on my wound and put mein abed. | covered myself with asarong, | was shivering
with cold. Thenursescameand looked at me, then they put mein another bed with blankets.
Then | waswarmed up and | slept all night until the morning.

Q: What did the shell that hit you look like?

A: | don't know because | couldn’t see because of the dark night. | just guess. A small
shell | think. A kind of shell that has yellow colour on the top and black on the bottom. It
was a little bit bigger than a banana. It hit my buttock right here [she was very lucky,
because it appears that she was hit by an M79 grenade that didn’t explode].

Irterviends Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Saw Klaw Wah”

Sex: Male

Age 47

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Christian

Family: Married, 4 children aged 4-14

Address: Pa’ an Township; now in Huay Kaloke refugee camp
Date of interviewed:  March 17, 1998

Source: KHRG

Q: When did you start to run?

A: 1 don't know. | dept for afew hours and suddenly woke up when | heard weapons
firing, and | ran away. | carried my youngest son. | didn’t know what timeit was. | wanted
to save my things, but the Thal soldiers wanted us to sit down in the fields. They didn’t
allow usto go back. | decided to go back and went to ask whether we could go or not, but
| didn’t get to ask anything because one Thai soldier kicked me, while one of hisfriends sat
and looked at me. Most of the people saw mewhen | waskicked. Hekicked me two times,
once in the chest and once in the waist. | didn’t fall down but | nearly did. | couldn’t
breathe very well after | was kicked. When the Thai soldier kicked me the first time |
passed urine, and then when | turned around he beat me with his gun. That happened at 3
am. Hetold meto go back and sit with my friends. Some of my friends were kicked as
well. Then the Thai soldiers called each other and went back. The left side of my back
swelled up. It was very painful on both sides when | coughed. | went to the clinic to get
medicine. Thereareno visiblewoundsbut I'm still on medicineand itisstill painful inside
my body. | feel better when | take medicine.

Q: Did the Thai soldiers beat anybody else ?
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A: First they only beat me, and then they beat some other people. They beat Maung N—
and A-'smother. They also beat some women. In the morning people said that some had
been kicked and slapped by the Thai soldiers.

Q: How long did you stay in the fields?

A: We stayed about 20 minutes and then the Aw Saw [ Thai volunteer militia] came, so we
asked them permission to go back to save our things and they let us go back. But most
people stayed there and didn’t ask permission.

Q: Do you want to stay here or go to Beh Klaw? Where do you want to go?

A: Itdependsonthe[camp] leaders. I'll go and stay anywherethat it’s possibleto live, but
I’m afraid to go to Beh Klaw.

Inervienl7. Livdihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Saw Eh Doh Htoo”

Sex: Male

Age 30

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Christian

Family: Married, 5 children aged 1-13

Address: Nyaunglebin District; now in Huay Kaloke refugee camp
Date of interviewed:  March 18, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Saw Eh Doh Htoo” has been in Huay Kaloke camp for 14 years. He staysin Section 1.]

Q: Can you tell me what happened that night?

A: | cantell you. That night at 11:46 p.m., | saw one car and six motorcyclescoming. The
car was asmall jeep. It wasan old car. | didn’'t see the car’s number because it was night
timeand they didn’t havetheir lightson. | think | saw six soldiersinthe car and two on each
motorcycle, six motorcycles. All wore streaked [camouflaged] uniforms and they had
weapons, but | didn’t see what weapons. They came from Section 10, from the market.
When they arrived they didn’t turn their lightson. They made alot of noise and when they
came back they also made a big noise. When they arrived at Section 1 they stopped for
about five minutes near the stream, then they went further than our house so | didn’t see
them. Then | saw them coming back. We didn’t see them getting out in Section 1, but
maybe they got out at another spot, we don’t know. They still had their lights off. After
they’ d been gone for about 30 or 45 minutes, the shooting started.

Q: What do you think was the nationality of the men on the motorcycles?

A: | could not distinguish them. Usually every timethe Thai soldiers comethey turn their
lights on, and the Thai soldiers here know me, if they see methey call me. Thistime, they
saw me but they didn’t call me.
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Q: Did you see other soldiers after the beginning of the shootings?

A: | saw more than 60 soldiers in Section 1. They were together. They were Burmese
soldiers, they wore streaked uniforms. Some wore hats like this [he indicated a beret],
some wore baseball caps and some wore Burmese military hats. | didn’t see any insignia
on their uniforms because it was too dark and | dared not go near them. They spoke in
Burmese and Karen languages. They called, “Set fire to the houses and shoot!” in Pwo
Karen and they called “Run, run!” in Burmese. | was on the road and they shot at me when
they met me. They also shat at the youth chairman named HlaKyi. He was wounded but
| wasn’t, and | ranto my house. They were shootingwith AK, AR, G3, M 79, and [carbing]
rifles.

Q: What would you say if the Thaistell you to go to Burmaor to Beh Klaw?

A: | dare not go back to Burma. | will say no, and | won’'t go to Beh Klaw. We need and
want to stay in anew place where our lives will be safe and where we will also have good
security.

Irtervieni8 Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Pu K’ Mwee Htoo”

Sex: Male

Age: 58

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 7 children aged 6-40

Address: Pa’ an Township; now in Huay Kaloke refugee camp
Date of interviewed: ~ March 18, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Pu K" Mwee Htoo” livesin Section 4 of Huay Kaloke camp.]

Q: That night what happened when you saw that car?

A: | wasnot sleeping, | didn’t goto bed early, | didn’t sleep and | waslistening. So when
the car came | was hot sleeping. We were afraid and we were listening. When the car came
it was just alittle bit noisy and they had their lights turned off. The car was an old jeep
without doors driven by soldiers. | saw four motorcycles behind the car. They came from
thisway [from the market and the main entrance] and many people saw that. They stopped
the car and we thought that they were going to visit the other houses. Four soldiers got out
of the car. | didn't hear them [talking] and | don’'t know what they were wearing, maybe
black or camouflage, because it was alittle bit far from the house. Then the car went back
and there were no soldiersin the car. | think there was only the driver left when | saw the
car. If there had been other soldiers in the car we would have seen them, because there
were no doors. That car comes to the camp all thetime. Itisblack. We thought that they
were just coming through like they often do. But they didn’'t go further [than the school],
they went back. 1 think that they came and drove people in. There were three on each
motorcycle, and when they went back there were two on each motorcycle.
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Q: What did you do after that?

A: | didn’t do anything, | went to take arest. About 20 minutes after the car had gone back,
the explosions started. | heard the explosions and | ran to the toilets [the school toilets,
which are made of concrete]. They saw me and they fired their guns near thetoilets. They
shot at mewith small guns. Later we picked up the shell cases and they were AK47 bullets.
| stayed in thetoilets until the firewent out. | didn’t see them because | dared not go out. |
dared not lift my head up to look outside. They shot non-stop. The shell of a big weapon
landed near me so | dared not lift up my head. But | heard them going and swearing in
Burmese when they came and shot up the school library. | came out of the toiletswhen all
the soldiers were gone.

Interviend Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Saw Hsah Hay Mu”

Sex: Male

AGE: 33

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Christian

Family: Married, 2 children aged 2 and 4

Address: Pa’ an Township; now in Section 1 of Huay Kaloke refugee camp
Date of interviewed:  March 18, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Saw Hsah Hay Mu” is a medic in Huay Kaloke camp, where he has lived since 1984.]

Q: Can you explain what happened that night?
A: That night we were on duty. During the night we spoke together about rabies and also
about the patients. We discussed a patient who had cerebral malaria. Then we talked more
about malaria, because some teachers were coming to teach us how to see virus in a
microscope. We had to practice looking through the microscope to know how to identify
the parasite. Wewent to sleep at 10 p.m. and we slept for one or two hours. Maybe at about
midnight we heard a car coming into the camp. It stopped near the hospital and then went
further than the hospital, to the corner of Section 1 near the fields. Somebody saw two
motorcyclesin front of the car and two behind, but | didn’t see the car or the motorcycles,
| just heard the noise. When the car would have been nearly back to the gate, it [the attack]
happened.

It started with small guns, then just after that big shells landed near the hospital.
After | heard the guns | began to run outside with my family. Beforel got outside my wife
opened the door, and she got injured in front of our house. She was hit by a bullet and she
started bleeding. At the beginning she was bleeding alot, but then the bleeding decreased
bit by bit so | told her, “Let's get away, you can't stay herefor long. We haveto run away.”
After that DKBA and SLORC came amost to where we were. They spoke mostly Karen.
Some spoke Burmese but the others said to them, “ Don’'t speak Burmese, you have to speak
Karen. What did the leader tell you before coming here? You have to speak Karen.” So
after that they spoke only in Karen.
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Q: Soyou saw the soldiers?

A: Yes, | saw thesoldiersinthefields. Wewere sitting together in thefields and they came
around us. A lot of people were in the fields, maybe 100. The other villagers came from
Section 2, Section 3, and also from Section 4. About fifteen or sixteen soldiers surrounded
us. They looked at us carefully and then they said, “Wewill kill you all if you don’t go back
to Burma.” After they had told us that, they went away. In front of us they continued to
burn the houses. We went further into thefields. We couldn’t stand near where they were
burning the houses because it wastoo hot, very hot for our families. Sowe had to run away.
We stayed in the fields the whole night until morning.

Q: Did you see what they were wearing?

A: Yes, | saw their uniformsvery well. They werelike Thai soldiers’ uniforms[he showed
ajacket with camouflage pattern asan example]. Therewere also someplain green uniforms.
| saw badges on their uniforms, we call it the Bandoola badge [the standard red-and-white
Burmese Army badge]. But | couldn’t see their [battalion] numbers, because when they
saw me they said to me, “I will kill you.” They wore baseball-style caps and some wore
Burmese military hats. Just some of them had caps. A lot had black hatsthis shape[like a
Burmese army hat], and some had round black hatsthis shape [aberet]. Somehad ayellow
scarf around their necks. The others didn’'t have yellow scarves because they were not
DKBA. | could recognize that. I'm sure that they were Burmese soldiers. The Burmese
were wearing Burmese military hats.

Q: Isyour wife better now?

A: My wifeis cured but | could not find the bullet so it is still painful. | couldn’t see the
bullet. Itisstill inside, but | didn’'t send my wife to Mae Sot hospital. | can cure her, but
maybe later it will be necessary to removeit. | can removeit if the wound disappears.

Q: What do you think they are going to do now with the camp?

A: If they move the camp it would be better for us, because if we stay here | think that the
same thing will happen again. |f we continue to stay here the camp will be burned again.
But if we have to move to Beh Klaw, | won't go. In Beh Klaw the security is not good
either.

Irtervien® Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Naw Eh Moo”

Sex: Female

Age: 24

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Christian

Occupation: Teacher

Family: Married, 3 children
Address: Huay Kaloke refugee camp

Date of interviewed: March 19, 1998
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[The following notes on the situation in Huay Kaloke were written in English a week after
the attack on the camp, by a human rights monitor who has lived there for over 10 years.
The English has been dslightly edited.]

The SPDC army acted very wildly toward the sleeping children in the refugee
camp. Onthenight of March 10, 1998 at 11 p.m. the Thai soldiersallowed the SPDC army
to enter our Huay Kaloke refugee camp to kill usand burn ustogether with our possessions.
At midnight the SPDC started to shell uswith heavy weapons, M 79 grenades and 21/2 inch
mortars. The first shell hurt a teacher and a boy. Then they fired grenades and mortars
nonstop. So many children were hurt by the shells. They had bad injuries. A pregnant
woman was shot and then burned to death in Section 2 behind camp leader Mary On's
house. Her daughter was hurt aswell, by ashell fragment in her hip. Her daughter isonly
nine years old.

There were four members of afamily who were terribly burned, and the youngest
daughter died three dayslater. They werein Section 4 [thisfamily tried to avoid the shelling
by hiding down a shallow cement well and pulling the lid overtop them, but they were all
badly burned by the heat of the houses burning all around them]. Another slegping family
was also injured [by shell fragments], the mother was hit in her left breast. Her nine year
old daughter was hit in the left side of her head. Her seven year old son was hit in hisright
shoulder and his left hand.

Asfor me, | have three children. My eldest son is six, my second son is five and
my youngest son istwo. At midnight when | heard the sound of the mortars and saw the
light [of the fire], | carried my youngest boy and pulled along my eldest. My mother
carried my second son. | had no idea where to run to, so | went under our house. My
brother told usto run to thefields, but | didn’t dare go because so many shells werefalling
in the field. Then | saw my friend, Teacher T—, and his parents pass by my house so |
followed them. At that time my brother wasin our housetrying to gather our clothing, food
and blankets. Hewas hurrying to follow us, but luckily while he was grabbing the bottl e of
my children’s milk powder in hisfrightened hands, he dropped the bottle. Just as he bent to
pick up the bottle a 21/2-inch shell exploded behind my house. That shell wounded six
people behind my house. | was about five minutes away from my house by then. My
brother wasn’t too close to the shell, but he fell on hisback. Hefelt numbnessin his body,
and he aso felt hot all over. Hethought he' d been hurt by a piece of the shell, but when he
checked his body there were no injuries. When he heard the cries of the injured people he
jumped down from the house and looked for them so he could carry them.

Asfor meand two of my children, we ran straight to the Thai village and stayed in
the yard of the Thai monastery until dawn. When | arrived at the Thai village it was a
quarter past midnight. | looked back at my refugee camp and saw many shells exploding
over it. At 1am. onMarch 11, my camp was burned down. So many houses were burned.
At 1:15am. | still hadn’t seen my mother and my second son, so | wasvery sad. About 50
shellswere exploding in our camp. My mother ran to the Karen monastery in our camp and
then joined meinthe Thai village by adifferent way. At2am. | met my mother, my second
son and my brother.

Then | found out that there was one pregnant woman who was shot and wounded,
she fell beside her house and was then burned to death with her house. Her name was Ma
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Pein. A seven year old boy hamed Pa Lah Ghay was shot in his head and died in an NGO
car on the way to the hospital. A 15 year old girl was burned and died later on March 14.
There were also 36 people who were injured.

On March 11 between 2 am. and 3 am. the Thai soldiers beat six people in the
field near the camp. The Thai soldiers didn’t say anything to them, just beat them and told
them to sitin thefield.

Now we have to be afraid of the SPDC army and the Thai army aswell. The Thai
soldiers are not kind to us, because the Thai Government wants to drive us back to forced
labour, portering and hunger in Burma. | believe we need a safer place for refugees. We
need a place between Mae Ramat and Tak, near Thai Karen villages [in the hills east of
Huay Kaloke further inside Thailand; these hills are fairly sparsely populated by small
Karen villages]. It is plenty of land filled with water and bamboo. Then we need UN
troops to provide security for us because we cannot trust the Thais. | have many Thai
soldier friends, and they’ ve told me that they really won't protect us. They don’'t want to
kill the SPDC soliders. They are not brave in battle, they are only cruel to the refugees. |
have been in Thailand 14 years, and | know the Thai spirit very well. They only love
money. |f we can pay them money then they pretend to care for us, but when they finish
spending the money they no longer pretend to care. Their faces and mouths show their
hearts.

Irtervien?l: Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Saw ThaMuh”

Sex: Male

Age: 20+

Ethnicity: Pwo Karen

Family: Single

Address: Dooplaya District; now in Section 6 of Maw Ker refugee camp
Date of interviewed: ~ March 23, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Saw Tha Muh” was wounded during the attack.]

Q: Arethere any pieces of the shell left in your thigh?
A: | don't know. | don't know if | was wounded by big weapons or by guns. | was the
sentry at the gate, | was sleeping and | ran very quickly.

Q: Didyou seethe soldiers?

A: Yes, | saw al of them. About 20 or 30 came. | saw Burmese soldiersand DKBA, | saw
al of them. | don’t know what they werewearing, it looked like Burmese soldiers’ uniforms.
| dared not look anymore, | ran. They didn’t come by car, they just came. In the evening
we saw people with lights going along the other road [not the road near the gate]. That
night we had to be careful because the situation was not good. And after one or two hours
| told the other peoplein [refugee] security that | would sleep for awhile and | slept on the
ground.
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Q: Did they fire big weapons?

A: | don't know if it was the Burmese or the Thais firing big weapons. A lot of Thai
soldiers came and many people were mixed together. We saw the Burmese and the DKBA
coming from behind the monastery, they called “Dteh! Dteh! Dteh!!” [“Go on! Go on! Go
on!!” in Burmese]. After they went back, Thai soldiers came to the camp and put out the
fire but they didn’t fire any guns, they only came and looked around. Many houses burned
in Section 6 and | can’t tell how many people were injured there.

Q: Did you hear them [the attackers] say that they will come again?
A: No, | didn't hear them say that.

Q: Did you come here [to hospital] with any friends?

A: Yes, that boy there staysinthe camp. Hegot injured likeme. Hedidn’t seethesoldiers,
he was dleeping with hiswife in hishouse. Thereis also this woman who is laying down
there, but | don’t know her name. The other patients are in the [Thai] hospital.

IntervenZ Livdihood Rfuges Killing RAigan

Name: “Daw Sein”

Sex: Female

Age 25

Ethnicity Pwo Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 1 child

Address: Dooplaya District; now in Maw Ker refugee camp
Date of interviewed:  March 23, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Daw Sein” was wounded in the attack and was interviewed in hospital.]

Q: When and how were you wounded?

A: | was not sleeping when | heard the heavy weapons, | was breastfeeding my child. |
went down to the ground and my husband told me, “Don’t run, they are firing big weapons
and alot of shellsarelanding”. | dared not stay so | took my child and | ran outside the
house. My sarong was falling down so | told my husband, “ Carry the baby.” Heheldit, |
tied my sarong and then | told my husband, “ Give me back the baby.” My husband didn’t
give it to me because he didn't want me to run. A lot of bullets landed in front of me. |
covered myself likethis[with her hands] and when they started firing | waswounded in my
hand. | waswounded by small guns, not by the big ones. If they'd only fired one bullet |
wouldn’t have been wounded, but many bullets were flying, it sounded like ta-ta-ta-ta-ta-
tal They alsofired alot of big shellsin Section 6.

Q: Did many people get injured?
A: In Section 6 I’'m the only one who got seriously injured. My finger bone was broken to
pieces so they had to cut off my finger. Another was a sentry, he was wounded in his back
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and in hisleg. Another one waswounded in the head. Both are from Section 6 but | don’t
know their names. In Section 6, five people were wounded. One woman had a shell land
on her house and she was injured in the elbow and on her buttock. She didn’t cometo the
hospital. The Gawlawa [‘white foreigners’, i.e. Medicine San Frontier doctors] came and
took usto the hospital, me and one man. Heis 22 yearsold but | don’'t know hisname. He
stayed in Section 6. The othersdidn’t get seriousinjuries, just minor injuries, so they sent
them to Maw Ker hospital. Thereisaclinic and anurse there.

Q: Have you heard about the Muslims who got injured?

A: The Muslim woman here, her husband and her baby were both wounded. | don’t know
where she was wounded, but her baby’s legs are broken [the mother’s name is Nha Ma
Chan, age 25; her baby boy was seven days old, named Tha Tha]. Now they are also
staying in the hospital. | dare not look. One pregnant Muslim woman from Maw Ker was
also wounded, but | don’t know where. She doesn’t live in Section 6 because in Section 6
there are no Muslims, so maybe she staysin Section 7 or 8.

Q: Didyou seethe soldiers?

A: Yes| saw them. They spoke Pwo Karen, Sgaw Karen and Burmese. The Burmese
[soldiers] were behind the Karen soldiers. The DKBA burned the houses and they called
out, “Burn, burn!” They spoke in Pwo Karen. | could hear because | stayed inside the
bunker when they started to burn the houses. | was aready wounded. They shouted,
“Burn, burn!” The Burmese were behind them they stayed behind the monastery, and the
DKBA didn’'t burn the monastery. We had two monasteries; Than Manee monastery was
Burmese and Wah Lay monastery is Pwo Karen. The Burmese monastery was compl etely
burnt down, and so was the hall [beside it], but Wah Lay monastery was not burned. The
Burmesefired their guns until the DKBA called to them in Burmese language, “Don't fire,
don't fire!” And then the Burmese didn’t fire. When they fired it was only villagers who
gotinjured. They sat in front of our house and they fired, so how could we run?

Q: Do you know how many soldiers came?

A: Maybe 40 or 50 soldiers came. | had to carry my baby and my fingers were wounded,
so | didn’t havetimetolook. | don't know how they came; they didn't come by car. They
fired big weapons, two or three shells, and then they fired their guns. They shot alot of
bullets, and then they burned the houses. In our section over 40 houses were burned. My
housewas burned. My house was near the monastery. In Section 6, 44 houseswere burned.
No houses burned in Section 4, but some did in Sections 7 and 8. | don’t know exactly
because when | got injured someone brought me to the hospital and the section leader
didn’t cometo tell us.

Irtervien?3 Liveihood, Rfugee, Klling

Name; “Saw Say Po”
Sex: Male

Age: 30+
Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen
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Family: Married, children

Address: Dooplaya District; now in Section 1 of Maw Ker refugee camp
Date of interviewed:  March 23, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Saw Say Po” 's daughter was wounded in the attack.]

Q: When was your daughter wounded?

A: My daughter was wounded last night, at about midnight or one o’clock. Her nameis
Moo Rah Paw. Sheistwo years and two monthsold. She got injured in her lower jaw by
abig shell.

Q: | thought that in Section 1 there were no casualties?

A: Yes, there were casualtiesin Section 1 and also in Section 3. In Section 1 my daughter
and two otherswho got just afew fragments. The other two arein the bedsover there. One
isinjured on her hip and the other in her leg. The one who got injured in the leg is Than
Than Yi, sheis 28 years old the pieces entered her thigh. The other is Say Lway Paw, she
is26. The baby thereisonly seven days old, he got injured and his father, his mother and
his whole family got injured. Now there is no one to take care of him so | help him. His
mother isin a very bad condition, the shell fragments penetrated her lungs, all over her
back and in her buttocks.

Q: Did the houses burn in Section 1?

A: In Section 1 the houses didn’t burn. They [soldiers] entered Section 6, and only in
Sections 6 and 7 the houses burned. | don’t know how many houses burned. When | |¢ft,
the fire trucks were going into the camp. | saw many fire trucks from a distance.

Q: Do you think the attackers were Burmese, DKBA or Karen Peace Army?

A: 1 don’'t know, but | heard that there was one who joined the Burmese Army, hisnameis
Maung Chit Thu. Burmese. | don’t know if heis DKBA or KPA, we only heard that he
joined the Burmese. [Maung Chit ThuisaDKBA commander from further north in Pa’an
District, who wasreportedly brought in for the attack by the SPDC becausethelocal DKBA
did not want to attack the camp.] | didn’t seethe soldiers, but some peoplein Section 6 said
they saw them. They said that they were young, just children.

Inervien4 Livdihood Rfuges Kiling

Name; “Saw Bway”

Sex: Male

Age 25

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Family: Married, children

Address: Dooplaya District; now in Section 6 of Maw Ker refugee camp
Date of interviewed:  March 23, 1998

Source: KHRG
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[“ Saw Bway” s house was near the Burmese monastery and was burned in the attack.]

On the 23rd at midnight or one o’ clock, SPDC and DKBA came to the camp, they
fired big weapons and small guns and they burned houses. They burned Section 6 and part
of Section 7. They burned morethan 40 houses. Forty familieswerehomeless. | saw some
of them [the soldiers] wearing civilian clothes. When we ran we couldn’t carry our things
because they fired their weapons. If they hadn’t fired we could have saved our things.

Q: Did they shoot at the monastery or did they set it on fire?
A: They shot, paung-paung-paung [imitating the noise of mortar shells]. | ran to the
bunker and | called my family and my children to hide in the bunker.

Q: Do you think that the DKBA would shoot the monastery deliberately?

A: | can'ttell. If they were DKBA they should have had yellow scarves, but we didn’t see
any scarves on their heads. We could see their faces because of the fire. Maybe they put
their scarves in their bags, we don’t know. But the soldiers were shouting at each other,
because | heard one saying in Karen, “Don’t shoot, don’t shoot, why are you firing your
guns, it isvery strange that you are firing your guns!” Only afew soldiers came. If many
came they’ d have no security and they’ d suffer more casualties [because the Thai soldiers
would know they were coming].

[Another refugee from Section 6, who was on duty as a sentry that night, added:] That
night at ten, we saw some strangers and we didn’t know exactly who they were. Some
people said that they were hunters. Later | saw four soldiers going to Section 7 and four to
Section 3. | also saw some soldiers staying behind the monastery [they never entered
further into the camp]. One sentry who was staying under a tree got wounded. After the
attack we saw a 21/2-inch [mortar] shell and RPG shells left on the ground, but when the
Thai soldiers camethey took them away. | think that those soldiers didn’t dare to come and
attack again because they were drunk and looked like they were afraid. They burned the
[Burmese] monastery and a hall [just in front of the monastery]. They came one way and
they went back the same way.

InervewXS Livdihood Rfugss Killing RAigan

Name: “Saw Eh Kler”

Sex: Male

Age 23

Ethnicity: Karen

Occupation: Student

Family: Single, 3 brothers and sisters

Address: DooplayaDistrict; now in Section 1 of Maw Ker refugee camp for
5or 6 years

Date of interviewed:  March 23, 1998

Source: KHRG
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[“ Saw Eh Kler” isthe youngest of four siblings and just finished high school in the refugee
camp. Hisfather isdead and his mother lives elsewhere]

Q: Can you tell me what happened that night and when it happened?

A: | am from Section 1, but that night | went to visit my friend in Section 3. He said,
“Don’t go back, itistoo dark, sleep here.” Sol dept there. | wasaready asleepwhen | first
heard the explosion. | looked at my watch and it was 1:15a.m. When | heard the explosion
| jumped down out of the house. | hid under the house, and then | walked to Section 1.
They started to fire heavy weapons, after that they fired rifle grenades [special grenades
that are mounted on the end of arifle like an M1 carbine], small mortars and other bullets.
Then the shooting stopped and | walked to Section 6. | reached Section 6 when the houses
were burning. One man told me, “Nephew, they |eft already, they came just for awhile.” |
asked him, “Did you see many soldiers?’ He answered, “| don’t know, the soldiers camein
two groups. One group of soldiers came to see me and the other group went along the
road.” Thesoldiers spoke Karen. They asked him, “Where are the Muslims' houses?’ and
hesaid, “ They arevery far fromhere.” That group of soldierswasfollowed by the Burmese.
The Burmese were behind them, while it was mostly the DKBA going in front.

The man said that when they entered they started firing the big weapons, one group
called “Go on, go on, goon” in Karen, and the other group called “ Go on, go on, go on” in
Burmese. One group asked for alighter from the others. The other group said, “Don’t
burn, don’t burn”, but the first group said, “Burn, burn!” Then one soldier asked hisfriend
for alighter and his friend said, “I have no lighter.” So he asked one from another friend,
and he set fire to the houses. That was about 15 minutes after they’d started shooting.

Thefirst group was running in front and the second group was running and setting
fire[to the houses] at the sametime. Another group was staying behind the monastery they
were Burmese. Each of thefirst two groups had four people. They burned the houses, they
moved back and then they left the camp. That mantold me, | really saw it. They cameand
they burned my house. | put out the fire and they set it on fire again, and | put it out again.
Then they searched me and they asked, ‘Uncle, do you have any money? | told them |
have no money and they said, ‘If you don’t have money then run, run!”” They burned his
house after he had run away. When | saw him he was sitting near the fire.

Later alot of Thai military carscame. The Thai soldiers came and talked to aman
from Section 7 who was near me, hisnameisM—. They asked him, “Which way did they
come from?’” M— answered, “ They came from that way.” The [Karen] sentries had seen
and heard them and they had shouted. The Thai soldiersdidn’t say anything, and they were
worried that the people would think that they did not provide any security. While that was
happening, the Tha soldiers went in aline near the grave and shelled four times with big
weapons. Then later the Thai soldierswho werein aline near theroad shelled again. They
fired acrosstheriver at Wah Lay. That was before sunrise. They fired again and again until
five in the morning, and the people in the camp ran away because they were worried that
the SPDC and the DKBA would shoot back.

Q: Didthe Thai soldiers do sentry duty to protect people before that night?
A: No, they didn’'t do anything. Sometimes they provide security but not regularly. That
night we had only villagers as sentries and they were carrying nothing but slingshots, so
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they dared not shoot. By looking at their behavior, | think the Thai, the Burmese and the
DKBA have joined hands and are working together.

Q: Yesterday when the Thai authorities came and called a meeting, what did they say?
A: | think that they wanted to know the population of the camp, how many Christians,
Muslims and Buddhists are in the population and how many people can speak Thai. And
they asked about the helicopter crash. The Thai official asked, “Did you ever see that
helicopter?” The villagers answered, “Yes, we saw it.” And they asked, “Did you see the
place where it crashed?” We answered, “We didn’t see it.” Then they showed money,
15,000 Baht, and they said, “If you find the pieces of the helicopter, we will give you this
money.” That wasaThai helicopter that crashed in the rainy season of 1997. Wedidn’'t see
it crash, but we saw it flying that day. | didn’t hear it crash but | heard the SPDC shooting
atit. [A Tha army helicopter patrolling the border crashed in rainy season 1997, probably
shot down by SLORC troops. SLORC refused the Thai request to send ateam to search for
the wreckage until several weeks later, and then would only allow them to search one
specific location. No wreckage was found.]

Q: If someone tells you that you have to go back to Burma, what will you do?

A: Why would | go back? If we go to stay in Burmawe must be slaves of the Burmese. |
would rather go and be a KNLA soldier and shoot at them. That would be better for me.

InevienXt Forcadlaoor, Kiling Totuwe Rfugee RAocation

Name: “PaBway Htoo”

Sex: Male

Age 44

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: DtaLaKu, Sect group
Occupation: Farmer

Marital Status: Married with seven children
Address: Dooplaya district, Karen State
Date of interview: March 23, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Pa Bway Htoo” isa Dta La Ku village elder who often has to negotiate with all sidesin
the conflict.]

I will explain to you the things that have happened in the past, about KNU and
SLORC over time through the years. These things give problems to the villagers. The
villagers have to suffer between KNU and SLORC, many kinds of difficult things.
Sometimes SLORC or KNU groups do what their |eaders order them to do, but sometimes
they do not do as their leaders order, so the people who live near the border have had to
suffer difficulties many times. Asfor me, | live along the border so | have to see and hear
these problems. It makes me sad and | have pity on the people who have to suffer these
problems. | want to tell about what happened first, when the SLORC came. At that time,
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we were near the border and many people from many villages, such as Kwih Kler, Meh
Naw Dah Hta, Lay Th’ Ray, Tee Po Khaw, Maw, Tee Ler Baw, Kay Ghaw, Heh Kyaw Kwa
and Meh Ger, ran away to escape from the dangerous bull ets and shells exchanged between
KNU and SLORC. Thevillagerswere afraid and ran away because they could not stand it.
Some people arrived in Noh Po [refugee camp] but the people who were very close to the
border did not go, because they wanted to make peace, to livein their own villagesto farm
and to earn their living in their own land. When there will is peacein their country, at that
time we will go to visit them.

I am the village headman from xxxx and | have alot of pity for the people when |
see that they have to suffer these problems. So | went to visit the second in command of
LIB 44 [Light Infantry Division; actually just the second in command of the 44 Division
troops in that area] named Aung Kyaw Nyunt; the name of their colonel is Than Lwin.
They welcomed us nicely and told me, “ Tell the people who fled to Thailand to come back
and till their fieldsin their ownvillages.” Then | went to Kwih Lat Der and held a meeting
there with the headmen and the people, and told them what | had been told. The people
who heard that were satisfied and happy, so they went back to their own villages. The
people who' d fled on foot went back on foot, and the people who had fled on bullock carts
went back with their bullock carts and their cattle. The people who had some possessions
hired cars and went back with warm hearts and lived in their villages happily.

The time passed by and No. 44 went back, then No. 22 [Light Infantry Division]
and LIB 356 cameinstead. Their leaders forced the people to work for them. The labor
was not so hard, but the worst thing was that they arrested people and forced them to
produce for weapons after they had tied them up. Then they interrogated the frightened
people. Some peoplewere not what the soldiers accused them of , but they were very afraid
and the soldiers forced them to confess anyway, and then they had big problems until they
couldn’t stand it any more. The soldiers persecuted them in many ways, and they forced
people to give their livestock, to sell them their cattle and buffaloes and to pay taxes to
them. The people had to pay the taxes but they didn’t really know to whom they should
givethem. If they gave them to one man, another man arrested them.

So, we were living near the border and we were sad to hear about these things.
When the L1B 356 came, they persecuted the people and many peoplewere hurt. The name
of the LIB 356 commander was Ohn Lwin and the commanders who raped and persecuted
many people were Htoo Kyaand A’ Saw Myo Htet. First Htoo Kyawaslivingin Kwih Lat
Der and Yaw K’ Daw, then he went to live in Lay Th' Ray and persecuted alot of people.
Once he met aman who was afool [mentally handicapped] and he asked the man, “Do you
have aweapon? Have you seen the place where the KNU hidestheir weapons?’ Then the
fool answered, “Yes, | saw.” Htoo Kya asked, “Where was it?’, and the man answered,
“Up on the rock” [it was a small limestone cliff]. After awhile he saw a farmer coming
back from hisfields and he told commander Htoo Kya, “1 can’t climb up that rock, but that
man can climb up the rock because he was the one who put the weapons up there, so he
knows better than | do.” Then Htoo Kya captured the farmer and forced him to seek the
weapons up on the rock. But he couldn’t find anything, so Htoo Kya kicked him off the
rock and hefell. His namewas Saw Chit Heh. They killed him; he was from Lay Th’ Ray
village.

Another man named Saw Ku climbed up a dogfruit tree to get some dogfruit.
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Unfortunately he fell and broke hisleg. He went to atraditional healer named Maung Yo
Yeh. Maung Yo Yeh cured the broken leg with holy oil over which mantras had been
recited. The Burmese heard about it, and they said “This nga pway ['ringworm’, i.e.
KNLA] soldier came back from the frontline battle and that traditional healer cured him.”
| testified that what they said was not true, because there was no battle wound on Saw Ku's
leg. Itreally wasbroken by falling from thetree. Then they threatened the village headman
that they would kill him because he had allowed anga pway soldier to be cured. They said
if the headman didn’t want to die he must give them 50,000 kyat. The headman was afraid
of them but he couldn’t do anything. He asked them to go and see the place where Saw Ku
had fallen down but they wouldn’t go. He asked them to go and look at Saw Ku'sleg but
they wouldn’t go. They just asked for money. So the villagers helped him by collecting
50,000 kyat, and they gave that money to Htoo Kya. When the Burmese got 50,000 kyat
they went away and stopped making problems for him.

So, the civil servants are working at politics. The Burmese say that they must rule
over peoplein their country and that what they are doing isfor the peoplein their country.
The Thaisalso say the same, and if welook carefully we seethat they rule over their people
and persecute them terribly also. So we who live on the border are very sad to see the
people on both sides suffering terrible things.

Afterwards IB 61 came, and they forced the people to work very hard but the
peopletriedto doit anyway. They forced the peopleto carry cement from Ber Kler to Htee
Hta Baw [over 20 km/12 miles as the crow flies, much farther on land], at night timein the
rainy season when the river was flooded. So the people werein trouble. Some came back
ill. Some coughed up blood, and some were vomiting blood. Some had wounds on their
backs and others had wounds on their sides. We took pity on them when we saw them.
Before they started carrying things some people said to the soldiers, “It’s too heavy, we
can't carry this. How canwecarry this?’ Then the soldierskicked them and said, “Why do
you ask before carrying?’ Before they crossed the river some people asked, “If we cross
the river will the cement get wet?’ Then the soldiers slapped their faces and said, “Why do
you ask before you cross the river?” Then when the people crossed the river and the
cement got wet they kicked them and hit them again and said, “Don’t you know that the
cement will be destroyed and we can't use it if it getswet?’ They hurt many people that
time. The commander who forced the peopleto carry cement is Kyay Lay Oo. He abused
many people at that time.

So people saw that the Burmese al behave differently. Each one of them works
differently and has different rules. If we look for the source we see that they al get their
orders from the same leaders, but they come and order the people around differently. The
people couldn’t stand it any more, so they fled for the second time. The people from Kwih
Kler, Meh Tharaw Hta, Pu Chit Mu, Ter Wah Law, Lay Th’' Ray, and Tee Po Khaw all fled
because the Burmese persecuted those people, forced them to work as forced laborers and
to be porters. We had pity on those people when we saw them in such abad situation. After
that there were more people from faraway places who fled here, because they werein a
terrible situation too. We had not seen them before, because they lived far from us. We
didn’t know what kind of problemsthey’d had to suffer. But we knew that they werein a
very bad situation because they came from many villages, such as Yah Ther Hta, Noh Maw
Po, Waw Lu, Klaw Day, Lay Po Hta, Na Htee Kloh, and from many other villages that we
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didn't even know the names of! Also Meh Dter, Meh Ku, Htee Ka Bprah, Toh Doh Neh,
many villages. Some fled up here to live with us, and some fled onwards to other places
too. They fled into Thailand but they couldn’t get into Noh Po refugee camp. They were
coming from faraway places, and peoplelet them stay along the pathways. 1t wasvery hard
for themto get food. They were destitute. So we looked at them and had pity on them, and
we were very disappointed with the people who ruled over the population. When they
lived in Burma the Burmese persecuted them. When they went to stay in Thailand, the
Thai didn’t love them either. We saw the Thais push them up and down and hit them until
they were wounded. They ran to Baw Ner Hta, some had no food to eat nor good water to
drink, so they drank dirty water and got diarrhea, and then many people died of diarrheaon
the mountainsides. Thiswas abig problem that we couldn’t solve. Then the Burmese and
Thais wanted the people to go back to Burma. The people didn’t dare to go back because
they were too worried that the Burmese would harm them, but the Thais said they wouldn’t
allow themto live in Thailand anymore. It was avery big problem.

Just after Kyay Lay Oo forced people to carry cement, the monk of Myaing Gyi
Ngu [U Thuzana, founder and leader of the DKBA] sent some DKBA peopleto usand they
told us that if we were vegetarians and did everything the monk [Thuzana] ordered, the
Burmese wouldn’t cometo our villageto harm usagain. They said, “If the villagersfollow
the plan of the Myaing Gyi Ngu monk, they will be free from forced labor and portering
and the Burmese will not hit them or kill them anymore.” The villagersfelt very happy to
hear that. Everyone decided to become DKBA and they started to eat as vegetarians, but
after afew days the DKBA people disappeared. They went back secretly without saying
goodbye to anybody. When they first came the villagers were very happy to hear what
they said, but those people left the villagers hopel ess when they went back secretly. [They
were ordered back to Pa-an district by the SPDC, to be replaced by KPA.]

After that the KPA came and told the villagers, “If you put your name on the KPA
list the Burmese won’t force you to do forced labor and portering. Now we must live in
peace. But if you don't put your name on the KPA list the Burmese will force you to do
forced labor and portering”. The Burmese force people to work harder than they are able,
not as parents ask their children to work. If they made us to work as parents ask their
children to work, we could try to bear it. We know that people who are in politics must
force the public to work, but the Burmese force the people to work harder than the law, it's
not just. So the villagers want to be free from this forced labor and portering, and they
agreed to become KPA if they would be free from forced labor.

But when we held a meeting to talk about becoming KPA, the KPA came and
ordered us to become soldiers. They said that KPA soldiers would not need to go to other
places, that they could stay at home [based intheir homevillages]. Then some peoplefrom
Kwih Kler and Meh Naw Dah Htajoined the KPA army. But the KPA never kept those
people in their own homes, they sent them away to other villages. And now we've got a
message that they tried to escape from the army! So then we couldn’t decide anything
about whether to become K PA or not, and we still don’t know how to solve that problem for
the people. We hope that the Burmese will love their children as our families love their
villages and will try to solve these problems for the people, but when the people came up
here the Burmese asked the Thaisto drive them back, and when they went back the Burmese
persecuted them. Soweareworried. The people are good, but when people can’t continue
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and have to suffer, they can become bad.

Last month they gathered up the people and divided them into two groups. One
group was to be a people’'s army [i.e. regular KPA] and the other group was to be village
defenders who would be sentriesin each village. They took their training in Kwih Kalay
and the leader told them that they could stay in their own houses after the training, but after
they finished they were not allowed to stay in their own homes. There were 50 of themin
that training. The leader sent them from Kyaikdon to Kya In Seik Gyi, so then they knew
that their leader did differently than what he said and many of them tried to escape. They
ran away and hid themselves, they didn’t want to go to other villages, they couldn’t agree
with their leader because he'd said they wouldn’'t have to leave their homes. We don't
know how to help the people who are in this trouble now. Many people will flee here,
many people have already fled from Thailand back to Burma because the Thais gave them
no security and they were afraid, and | am afraid that they will have to face hunger. They
won't have a chance to work their lands, and maybe some will become robbers. It isjust
like the period when the Japanese and the English were fighting each other. A lot of hunger
and robbery occurred during that time. The best thing is that now the English are taking
care of the refugee camps, but now the Thaiswon’t allow the new people who fleeto go to
the refugee camps. When they go back to Burma the Burmese don’t feed them either, so
they are caught in the middle and hungry. I’m worried that they will kill each other in the
fight for food, so | hope the rulers of the world will look and see this happening, meet with
the SPDC and solve this problem.

If they don't do it, we who live on the border must be afraid. We are afraid both of
the people who are being driven and of those who drive them, so | hope that the big men of
the English and the Thais will meet with each other and think about how to take care of
these people in aterrible situation. If the politicians are selfish then it will only become
worse for these people.

Q: Arethe KPA till saying that the Dta La Ku people must become soldiers?

A: Last month they were still saying that, but they haven’'t said anything thismonth. | will
tell you: Many Dta LaKu fled to Thailand but they stayed together near here, not at the
refugee camp. They fled because the Burmese forced them to do hard labor and portering.
They fled from ID 44 and LIB 356, then they went back again but No. 61 came and forced
them to carry heavy things so they fled again. Then the DKBA came and told them if they
became DKBA they would be freefrom harm by the SLORC, so they waited for the DKBA's
help. But the DKBA disappeared. Then the KPA appeared and ordered the DtaLa Ku to
become soldiers, but the people didn’t want to carry weapons because they knew that even
if they didn’t use them to shoot at others, those others would shoot at them.

Sowhenwe had the New Year festival, many of us headmen held ameeting and we
talked about how we must be faithful to our religion and follow the rules of our religion.
That is easy to tell people, but not so easy to do because we are aminority who live among
other peoples. We Dta La Ku must not drink or touch alcohol, we must not eat or touch
pork, and we must not rear pigs. But if we live among the Burmese we cannot do as our
rules say, and that makes us sad. If the Burmese order us to go and find acohol and bring
it to them we must do it because we are afraid of them. While we are portering for the
Burmese we do not dare say anything against them when they put sausage or ham or the
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head of apigin our carrying basket. So how canweliveasour religion dictates? Not only
that, now they say we must carry guns. Even though we know that thewords of our [DtalLa
Ku] leaders are right, we cannot observe them if we live among other people. So we
headmen talked about that, and at last we decided that we would go to the Burmese leaders
and ask them to give the Dta La Ku people a chance to live all together in Taung KalLay
and Kwih Kler, in Burmabut near the border, not on the Thai side. | think the Burmese will
allow it. Wewill do nothing against them. If they come to our place or pass through it we
hope that they will not persecute us, but if they do persecute us then we will run away
again. Not only the people from Taung KaLay will flee, the people from other places will
fleealso. | think the Burmese will agree with us because the place we have chosen is near
our religious centre and it will be easy for usto go to our festivals. If welive further away
and we need to go to afestival we must pass many armies; if the Burmese SPDC alow us
to go, maybe the DKBA will not allow us, if the DKBA allow usthen maybe the KPA will
not alow us, or if the KPA allow us then maybe the KNU will not allow us. Now many of
our headmen have gone to the Burmese leadersto ask them. If the Burmeselove usand do
not want our religion to be destroyed, they ought to give us what we need.

When welook at KNU soldiers, their commander orders them to go to the villages
and to help the villagers, to take care of them because the SLORC harms them. But some
KNU soldiers enter the villages and order the villagers to give money, 10,000 or 20,000
Kyat, and they say that if the villagers don’t give the money then they will shoot at the
Burmese around thevillage. So the people are afraid and try to giveit to them, even if they
don’t have enough money for themselves. They must giveto KNU, to SLORC, to KPA and
to DKBA too. The people have hard lives because they have to give money to many
groups even though they don’t have enough food for themselves. That is the big problem
for them. If you go and ask anybody about what they have to suffer, they will tell you the
same. Now thereare alot of KNLA in Burma. Sometimes they disturb us when we go to
our festivals, they say to us, “Do not go or | will shoot you.” Sometimesthe villagers want
to sell their wooden housesto buy rice and moveto Kwih Lat Der or Taung KaL ay, and the
KNLA ask those villagersfor half the price of their house; for exampleif we sell our house
and get 20,000 kyat we must give 10,000 kyat to the KNLA. They tell us, “If you don’t
want to give half the price of your house then you must not sell it.” So now our DtaLaKu
people need to livein Kwih Lat Der and Taung KaLay and just to make our land peaceful.
Wewon't livein Thailand. DtalLaKu peoplewho live on the Thai side have no chanceto
do farming, so if they stay for along time they will have no food.

On March 20, 1998 a Thai official came and held a meeting near our monastery
and told usthat all the Dta La Ku people who have been staying around here must go back
to Burma because he said everyone trusts the Dta La Ku, that the Dta La Ku can travel
freely because the police never rob or interrogate them. But then he said that the people
who burned down Huay Kaloke [refugee camp] were DtaLaKu, that the Dta La Ku who
are staying in Thailand now are spies for the SPDC and burned down the [refugee] camps.
| was so mad | wanted to hit him! | told him at once: “Every Dta La Ku who livesin
Thailand and Burmaputstheir nameon alist, and givesit to meonceevery year. Every Dta
LaKunameison my list. If you say that the Dta La Ku attacked the camp then capture
those Dta La Ku and bring them to me. | will see whether they arereal DtaLa Ku or fake
DtaLaKu!” Then he said nothing. But | know that if we do not live in the same place
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together, other peoplewill try to destroy our DtaLaKu culture. | know that the people who
attacked Huay Kaloke were not from around here. Maybe they were DKBA. There are
some DKBA who tietheir hair in aknot and carry weapons. We don't likethat. There are
some peoplewho tietheir hair in aknot and wear clotheslike ourswho livein Thailand, in
Maw Kwaand Paw T’ GaHta. They drink alcohol alot. We don't like that either, because
it destroysthe name of the DtaLaKu who live here. | alwaysthink about thesethings. We
are good, but other people do not see us as good. They think that we are bad, so we don’t
know what to do. We do good things but get bad in return, and eventually we can’t stand it
anymore. | hope that the Thai, English and Burmese will think and have pity and do
something for the Dta La Ku people to be able to live together in one place.

Q: Arethere still some villagersin Kwih Lat Der village now?

A: Yes, somevillagers still stay in Kwih Lat Der, Taung KaLay, Kay Ghaw, Tee Ler Baw
and Naw Po Heh. These villages are close to each other. Now the KPA and the Burmese
come there. There are no DKBA now, but there are SPDC in Kwih Lat Der. They come
and go, they don’t stay there al thetime. Now they are No. 62 [Infantry Battalion]. Their
battalion commander is Than Win, and their company commander is also named Than
Wwin.

InervienZ: Rfuges, Foroad|aoor, Kiling

Name: “Saw Kaser Doh”

Sex: Male

Age: 40+

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 5 children aged 5-23

Address: Kawkareik township; now in Section 6 of Maw Ker refugee camp
for 5 years

Date of interviewed:  March 27, 1998

Source: KHRG

Q: Why did you cometo live in the camp?
A: | have been in Maw Ker for five years. | dared not stay in my village because the
Burmese soldiers tortured us, so we came to stay in the camp.

Q: Canyou tell me what happened that night?

A: | hadn’'t heard anything before, but that night | saw something strange. | saw someone
holding a torch light [outside the camp], and he turned the light on. | told the security
[Karen security], “I saw alight over there.” The security told me, “Maybe it was a Thai
hunter,” so we just stayed there, waiting and listening. | was staying with the sentries.
There were four or five sentries. It was 1 am. so we were sleepy. We slept less than one
hour, then they shot at usand we ran. We had to run, because we had nothing [to shoot back
with]. They came into the camp at 1:30 am. They came on foot, by the path beside the
monastery. First four soldiers came and they spoke Karen, they said, “ Taw, taw, taw!”
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[“Goon,goon,goon!” inKaren]. After that Burmese soldiers came al so; they said, “ Dteh!
Dteh! Dteh!!” [“Go on! Go on! Go on!” in Burmese]. They shot at us with 79's [M79
grenade launchers] and 21/2-inch [mortars]. They shot with heavy weapons and they fired
small guns. | didn’'t see any RPG’s [rocket-propelled grenades]. If the soldiers had shot at
uswith an RPG, wewould all be dead now. An M79 shell landed near us. It didn’'t hit me
but my friend Kyaw Wah got injured.

| couldn’t do anything. They shot at us, | ran back home and my friends ran to the
monastery. | ran back homeand | called out to everyone[to warn them], but | couldn’t call
all the people and | ran into a bunker. When | reached the bunker, the soldiers were also
arriving and they were burning the houses. They shot their guns and burned the houses at
the sametime. They shot for nearly one hour. Thefirst place they shot up was Section 6.
Some soldiers could have been injured because they shot at each other by mistake. One
group entered the camp and ancther group stayed behind them, so when the second group
fired their guns the shells landed near their friends.

Q: Did you hear them saying anything?
A: They didn’t say anything around me. They asked the peoplewho livein Section 6 about
theMuslims, they said: “Wherearethe Muslims' houses?’ The onewho asked the question
spoke Karen. When they arrived in Section 4, their commander cameto call them back and
they went back. The commander talked to his soldiersin Karen.

In the dark, it looked like they were wearing streaked [camouflaged] uniforms.
Their hats looked like Burmese army hats. | can't say what guns they were carrying. |
think M16 and AK 47. They werenot drunk. | didn’t hear if they will come back again. We
were too much afraid. | was afraid that they would shoot at me and the bullets would hit
me.

Q: Didthe Thai soldiers shoot at them?

A: No, they didn’t fire their guns but one group of Thai soldiers stayed near the Ler Ghaw
Keeroad and they fired one or two times. When the Burmese soldiersfired into the camp,
the Thais fired back only one or two times.

Q: Which sections were burned down?

A: Sections 6 and 7, they didn’t burn the other sections. Fifty houses were burned down
and one monastery. Its name was Than Manee monastery. They shot at it and they burned
it. They also set fire to the other monastery [Wah Lay monastery] but the big monastery
didn't burn, only the small one burned down. The fire aso burned down the community
hall. Thefiretruck came after the shooting. We also tried to put out thefire. They cameto
put out the fire with water just before sunrise.

Q: Since then have the Thai soldiers said anything?

A: No, they didn’t say anything at first, but yesterday the Thai soldiers said, “Don’'t run
away, we think that they will not come again.” Now they come and guard the villagers all
day. They said to us, “If you hear something, pleasetell us.” But | don’'t understand Thai
language, so | don’t understand exactly what they said.
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Intervien8 Rfugss Livdihood Kiling

1. Name: “Saw Say Muh” 2. Name: “Naw Paw Thu”
Sex: Male Sex: Female
Age 30+ Age: 30+
Ethnicity:  Karen Ethnicity: Karen
Family: Married, 2 children aged 5 and 8
Address: Hlaing Bwetownship; now in Section 6 of Maw Ker refugee camp
only 1 month
Date of interviewed:  March 27, 1998
Source: KHRG

[ Saw Say Muh” and “ Naw Paw Thu” are married, and only recently arrived in Maw
Ker.]

Q: Canyou tell me what happened that night?”

Saw Say Muh”: The soldiers entered the camp and burned down the houses. We heard
them calling “Go on, go on!” | don't know which way they came into the camp, because
when | heard the shells| raninto the bunker. They fired alot of heavy weapons. They fired
both heavy weapons and small weapons. | saw a shell from an M79. We stayed in the
bunker because they were shelling uswith heavy weapons. At that time they hadn’t burned
my house yet.

Boy: They fired M79, AK47, M16, and rifle grenades. They started to burn the houses at
1:15am.

“Naw Paw Thu”: We heard the soldiers who came up in front shouting at the soldiers who
were behind them firing their guns, “Ngalo mathal Why areyou firing your gunswhilewe
arein front of you?’ ['Ngalo mathal’ is Burmese for ‘ Motherfuckers!’] They talked like
this. We stayed in the bunker and we listened. When we were hiding in the bunker, the
soldiers called us so we got out from the bunker. A soldier asked me, “Where is your
village?’ | said, “Our villageis Lay Po Paw Ler.”

“Saw Say Muh”: | saw two soldiers. They asked me, “Areyou avillager?’ | said, “Yes, |
am avillager.” The soldierstold usto get out, so we got out of the bunker and they burned
down our house. One soldier carried an AK47 and ancther soldier carried a Karen bag, an
Esso oil bottle and alighter. He poured the Esso oil on the house and set firetoit. Then
they shot at the house and they said, “ Go into the bunker.” They spoke Karen. One soldier
wore aplain colour uniform and the other one wore a camouflage uniform, but | didn’t see
their hats. After the soldiers had burned the other houses, they burned down the Than
Manee monastery on their way back, then they went straight to the road and left the camp.

Q: Could you save your belongings?
“Saw Say Muh”: We kept our things in my auntie's house, and all of them were burned.
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“Naw Paw Thu”: Every night | went to sleep there, while my husband slept alone at home.

Q: What time did the Thai soldiers and the fire truck come?

“Saw Say Muh”: The Thai soldiers came just before sunrise, and they fired their heavy
weaponsjust before sunrise. They couldn’t shoot at them [DKBA and SPDC] because they
were already far away from the camp. They had already gone back and probably reached
their camp by then. | am sure they could have reached their camp if they went straight,
becausethe distance from hereto Wah Lay isnot far. When thefiretruck came, thevillagers
had already put out thefire. It wasaready half past two in the morning. When the people
put out the fire, our house had already burned down. There were two sections burned
down, Sections 6 and 7. The other sections were not burned down. There were 45 houses
in Section 6 and five houses in Section 7 that burned down. The total was 50 houses.

Irtervien® Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Saw Eh K'Lu”

Sex: Male

Age 24

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 1 child aged 18 months

Address: Pa-an District; now in Section 6 of Maw Ker refugee camp for 3
years

Date of interviewed:  March 28, 1998

Source: KHRG

Q: What did you seethe night of the attack?A: | don’t know how many soldiersentered the
camp, maybe more than 30 or 40 soldiers. We woke up when they started to fire big guns.
| had no watch and | wouldn't have thought to look at awatch anyway. Then the soldiers
cameto my house. | didn’t know that they were coming. When | heard the explosions, they
reached the house and | ran down to the bunker. Then | looked at them. | saw just three or
four soldiers. They were al wearing the same Burmese uniform, a black uniform. They
also wore yellow scarves. | saw yellow on their shoulders but | dared not look closely.
They were holding guns. | saw one RPG [rocket-propelled grenade launcher]. They spoke
Sgaw Karen. They didn’'t say anything to me, because | was in the bunker. | heard them
asking where the Muslims' houses were. | heard some soldiers speaking Burmese, they
were staying near the monastery. | heard them but we didn’'t see the soldiers who stayed
behind the monastery. Then the soldiers said, “Burn this house.” My house was the first
they burned down, it was house number xxx. Everything was burned except my child's
clothes. It took them about five minutesto burn the houses nearby. Then they moved near
the monastery.

Another man: They entered separately, they entered in three groups. One group went
straight to hishouse, the second group went to Section 7, and the third group stayed behind
the monastery. After they burned the housesthey all went near the monastery and then | eft
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the camp. We heard that it was not the DKBA who live here [just across the border from
Maw Ker], they were from further away and the name of their chief is Chit Thu [Maung
Chit Thu, aDKBA commander in Pa an district further north].

Q: Canyou build a new house?

A: We have some plastic sheeting. What we will do depends on the authorities. If they
give the order, we will build a new house.

Irtervien@ Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Naw Ghay Hser”

Sex: Female

Age: 24

Ethnicity: Sgaw Karen

Religion: Christian

Family: Married, 2 children aged 1 and 3

Address: Dooplaya District; now in Section 7 of Maw Ker refugee camp
Date of interviewed: ~ March 28, 1998

Source: KHRG

Q: How long have you been living in Maw Ker?

A: We have been staying in Maw Ker for along time. When the situation was good we
went back and stayed beside the river [in Burma]. Then when the situation there got too
bad we came back here, and we' ve been staying here for three years since then.

Q: Canyou tell me what happened that night?

A: During the night we were sleeping, but we dared not sleep in our bunker so we ran to
another bunker. They shot for ashort time, not even an hour. We heard the soldierscalling,
“Go on! Goon! Go on!” in Karen, and one asked his friend for alighter. Another soldier
said, “Don’t burn, pleasedon’t burn,” but they set fireto the houses. After they had finished
setting fire to the houses, all the men [in the bunker] stood up and looked around. They saw
the fire burning down the houses, so we got out and started to run. | was afraid and | took
my children away. | looked at my watch and it was half past one. We ran directly to the
main road of the camp. | don’'t know what happened after that because | had aready run
away, but others who stayed behind said they heard the soldiers asking, “Where are the
Muslims’ houses?’ and they answered, “ Sections 7 and 8. Some people saw the soldiers.
They were Karen and they were wearing short pants. We didn’t see the soldiers, we just
heard them. When they entered, they met aman with hiswife. That man and hiswifewere
afraid of them so they said to the soldiers, “Don’t kill us, don’t kill us.” The soldiers said:
“Wewon't kill you. Many soldiers are coming. Go in the bunker.” After that they burned
down the houses. They didn’'t do anything to the people because they had no weaponsin
their hands. They only burned down the houses, they didn’t hurt people because we are all
Karen, we don’t want to hurt each other. But the Burmese soldiers were staying behind,
and they fired shells into the camp.
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Q: Do you know how many families are now homeless?
A: Fifty houses burned down. About five houses burned down in Section 7, and many
houses burned down in Section 6.

InterviendL Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “Pi Lah Say”

Sex: Female

Age 55

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Family: Married, 6 children aged 13-30

Address: DooplayaDistrict; now in Section 7 of Maw Ker refugee camp for
2 years

Date of interviewed:  March 28, 1998

Source: KHRG

Q: Canyou tell me what happened that night?
A: They fired their gunsfirst, they didn’t burn the camp first. They burned down the camp
after they had stopped shooting for quitealong time. They fired big bombsand | also heard
the sound of small guns. When they were shooting | tried to carry my children but | could
only grab my child by the legs [because she was panicking]. Then we were hiding in the
bunker. We saw two people coming and burning the houses. When the fire started to get
bigger we ran away and | fell down ontheway. | cut my legs so badly that | didn’t dareto
look at them.

Other people saw the soldiersbut | wasafraid. | didn’t darelift my head up tolook,
so | didn't see. The people from that house said they saw two soldiers. The Section 5
leader saw them too because the fire was burning brightly. That was when my house
burned down. Two soldiers came and set fire to the houses. They were saying, “We will
burn, we will burn.” They spokein Sgaw Karen. They didn’t burn the monastery, but the
Burmese soldiers’ bomb fell onit.

Q: Do you think that the DKBA is good for Buddhists?

Another woman: | don’t think that they are good for all Buddhists - it depends on the luck
of the Buddhist who meets the DKBA. The DKBA came and shouted: “Where are the
Muslims?’ Maybe they hate the Muslims.

A: Yesthey really did that, they asked everyone, “Where are the Muslims?”’

Q: Do you think you'll rebuild your house here, or will you move?
A: If wecan live here, we will live here; if we can't live here, wewon't. | will follow the
others. If they dareto live herethen | will live heretoo, but if not then | also won't dareto

stay.
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Inerven® Livdihood Rfuges Killing RAigan

Name: “U Than Myint”

Sex: Male

Age 47

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: Buddhist

Occupation: farmer

Family: Married, 4 children aged 20-23

Address: Hlaing Bwetownship; now in Section 6 of Maw Ker refugee camp
Date of interviewed: ~ March 28, 1998

Source: KHRG

Q: Canyou tell me what happened that night?

A: They entered, fired their guns and burned down the houses. When they came | don’t
know, we just heard the explosionsat 1:15 am. on March 23. The shellslanded nearby and
we al woke up. At first | thought that the Tha soldiers had fired something. | kept
listening. | was not running yet. | had to find my family.

The soldiers came straight to the monastery. They came straight and they shouted,
“Goon, goon!” and they started fires. WWomen and children were hiding in the bunkers. |
saw the fire and the soldiers calling, “Go on, go on, go on!” | heard one soldier who was
holding awalkie-talkie. He said in the Karen language, “Don’t fire the gun, don’t fire the
gun,” but hisfriendsfired. One soldier was shouting in Burmese, “Ngalo mathal! We are
in front of you, why are you firing the gun at us?’ ['Nga lo ma tha’ is Burmese for
‘Motherfucker’.] When the soldiers went to one place, the other soldiers shot at that place.
If it was me | would be angry with the Burmese soldiers [who were firing from behind]. |
would have turned my gun against them and shot at them. | heard one soldier speaking Pwo
Karen. | thought he must be DKBA and | dared not go out.

First they fired big weapons and then they fired small guns. After they were shooting
for about 10 minutes we couldn’t see them anymore. They went to Section 7 and | didn’t
see which way they were going out of the camp. They burned down the monastery asthey
wereon their way out. | don’'t know how they burnedit, you’ d haveto ask themonks. They
didn’t burn the community hall [a community hall for religious use, associated with the
monastery], but when they fired heavy weapons the shells hit it and burned it. They didn’t
burn all the houses, they only burned some houses and then the fire spread to all the houses.
| saw four of them, and the others were over there. | saw them when thefire started. Some
were DKBA and some were Burmese. The Burmese soldiers were shooting guns and the
DKBA burned the houses. | could not stay for long, the fire was too hot.

Q: What language did they speak?
A: They spoke Karen language, not Burmese. The soldiers who spoke Burmese stayed
behind the monastery. They were the ones who were shelling with heavy weapons. It was
mostly Burmese soldiers shooting the heavy weapons, two mortars and M 79 [grenades].

I saw four soldiers coming this way and the others were over there; they were not
tooyoung. The oneswho came over here were carrying guns, and one soldier was carrying
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abigbag. Onesoldier didn’t have agun and the other three soldierswere holding guns; AK
47, M 16. They werewearing military uniforms. | also saw one soldier with ayellow scarf
but | didn’t seetheir hats. Some soldierswere wearing aplain uniform and one soldier was
wearing acamouflage uniform. The soldier who wore the camouflage uniform said, “Don't
touch me, don’t touch me!” | dared not touch him. Hewas holding agun. He thought that
I would hit him.

They shot at my house. They shot six times or seventimes. | saw pieces of shells.
When they shot at my house, | looked out the top of the bunker and | looked at them. They
looked down into the bunker before they burned down my house, and they asked, “ Areyou
avillager or what?’ | said, “Yes| am avillager, we are not soldiers.” They didn’t ask me
my religion, they asked me, “Whereisyour village?’ | said “Paw Law Lay village, Hlaing
Bwe township.” After that we ran away because we were afraid. Then they burned my
house down.

Q: Did they look drunk or asif they had used stimulants?

A: | don't know, | dared not look. They would shoot meif | looked directly at them. | can’t
tell you. When they burned the houses they were shivering. They were shaking, their legs
were also shaking. Maybethey were afraid. When they heard the bombs they sat down on
the ground. What were they afraid of? The KNU is not in the camp!

Q: Could you save any of your things?
A: | dared not carry anything, | dared not go into the house. My pots, plates and clothes,
everything burned. Now | have only the clothes | am wearing.

Q: Did they ask for the Muslims?
A: The DKBA asked us: “Where is the Muslims' section?” They asked but they never
arrived there. When the fire was blazing they |eft the camp, they didn’t dare stay. They
were worried that someone would shoot at them. After they had been gone for quite a
while, the Thai soldiers started to fire their guns. They fired their guns in the morning,
before sunrise. They fired four shells at the same time. One shell landed near where the
Burmese soldiers stay, near Wah Lay monastery [Wah Lay on the Burmaside of the border,
not in the refugee camp], and another shell landed in the Thai village.

We got out of the bunker when the people put out the fire. 1t was about 2:30 am.
Then the Thai soldiers came. The fire trucks came just before sunrise; when the Thai
soldiers and the fire trucks came to the camp it was already 4:30 am. and the fire was
already put out. Fifty houseswere burned down in the camp: 5 housesin Section 7 and 45
housesin Section 6. Including the monastery and the hall it would be 52. Altogether there
are over 300 houses in Section 6.

Q: Do you think that they will come again?
A: | can't tell, | didn’t hear anything. But since that happened, we run away to sleep
[outside the camp] every night.

Q: Do the Thai soldiers still come?
A: Yes, they cometo arrange security for us. Now they stay behind the monastery. Yesterday
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they came to hold a meeting. They didn’'t call all the villagers, they called only the men.
They said, “Do you dareto shoot the Burmese?’ Thevillagersanswered, “Yes, wedare. If
you call us[tofight], many peoplewill go.” They asked how many people had been soldiers
and the ones who had been soldiers before stood up. Then they asked, “How many people
can speak Thai?” The villagers who could speak Thai stood up. Then, “How many
Buddhists, Christians, and Muslims are in the camp?’ After that they told us, “Don’t be
afraid. You must live peacefully. You must join with the Thai. If we ask you for your
support, you must give us your support.” We promised to help them. They asked another
question: “If you had guns, would you dare to shoot the enemy?’ We said, “We dare to
shoot.” | didn’t hear them say that they would give us guns, but they told us that we must
obey the Thaisbecausewearein Thailand. They said, “Don’t be afraid, but you haveto be
careful, you haveto dig agood bunker.” | didn’'t hear that we have to move, but they were
speaking in Thai so | couldn’t understand everything.

Q: How long have you been in this camp?

A: Not even one year. It will be one year this Water Festival [mid-April 1998]. We
couldn’t stay in our village, because we were afraid of Burmese soldiers and sometimes of
the DKBA too. | had to go portering and sometimes | had to go as aforced labor. | had to
go portering for three daysat atime, and if | couldn’t go we had to pay 1,000 Kyat. We had
alot of difficulty finding 1,000 Kyat. And forced labour! | had to build aroad all thetime.
We had to build the road very far from my village in Pa an district, in Zar Tha Bhin. We
started to build the road from Hlaing Bwe to Pa’ an, and all the other roads too. We had to
take food for ourselves. The DKBA forced us to work for the Burmese. The Burmese
commanded the DKBA to do it, and then the DKBA forced us to work. When we stay in
our village the Burmese and the DKBA force usto work. Now when we stay in the camp,
they burn my house. Will our lives always be like this? | don’t know.

Irtervien3 Livelihood Rfuges Kiling

Name: “PuLay Ko”

Sex: Male

Age 59

Ethnicity: Karen

Family: Married, 6 children aged 16-30

Address: Hlaing Bwe township; now in Section 6 of Maw Ker refugee camp
Date of interviewed:  March 28, 1998

Source: KHRG

Q: Canyou tell me what happened that night?

A: Thesoldierscameto thecamp at 1:15am. | wasstaying in the house. At that timewe
were aready asleep. | have six children, but that night only three of us were at home
because my other children had goneto M— with my wife. | was sleeping in oneroom with
my two daughters and a friend was sleeping in the other room with her daughter. There
were alot of explosions but at first we didn’t wake up. We woke up when ashell landed in
the toilets. When | heard that they were shooting | jumped down from the house. My
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daughters are old enough to run by themselves, but | couldn’t carry my belongings. Then
we stayed in the bunker. After we had been inthe bunker for awhile, my daughter told me,
“Our houseisburning”. | lifted up my head [above the tip of the bunker], looked outside
and saw that they were burning my house. | wanted to go back hometo get my belongings,
but my daughters pulled me back because the house was already burning, so | went back
into the bunker. | couldn’t save anything. We just looked at the house burning.

| didn’t see the soldiers who burned our house. | thought that they must have gone
to burn other houses, so we stayed in the bunker. They went straight over that way, and
then they went back at about 2:30 am.

His daughter: Pa, you stayed in the bunker and you didn’t see, why are you talking as
though you had seen everything?

“PulLay Ko”: I'mjust guessing. | dared not look. | didn’t see when they were leaving. |
don’'t know which way they went back. | stayed with my daughters. | can guess.

Q: Did you hear them talking?

A: No, | didn't hear. They didn’t ask me anything becausethey couldn’t seeme. Wedidn't
see anything. My daughter pulled me back when | stood up and looked outside. My
daughter told me, “Leave it in the fire Pa, let the house burn in the fire.” | couldn’'t do
anything. Nobody dared to look, everybody stayed in the bunker. We didn’t sleep, we just
sat quietly and listened. We waited until all the houses had burned down and then we got
out of the bunker, we looked around and we didn’t see anything. | looked at the sky and |
saw the stars. It was already almost morning. By that time the fire had already been put
out. The section leader came to find out how many houses had burned down, he wrote it
down in his notebook and went back.

Hisdaughter: We got out when the peopl e were warming themsel ves near the embers of the
burned houses.

Q: How long have you been staying herein Maw Ker?

A: I’'ve been around here for 14 years, since before the refugee camp. First we left our
village and stayed in Thay Baw Boe [just across the border in Burma]. In those daysthere
was no problem.

Inervien3: Arest, Lvdihood Torture Foroad Labor, R ocati on

Name: “Naw Eh Ghaw”

Sex: Female

Age 53

Ethnicity: Karen

religion: Christian

Occupation: Missionary

Marital Status: Married with four children

Address: Meh Tharaw Htavillage, Dooplaya district, Karen State
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Date of interview: April 1998
Source: KHRG

[ Naw Eh Ghay” was interviewed in Noh Po refugee camp.]

Q: Since you came here did you ever go back [to Dooplaya] to visit?

A: | went back the first time to Kwih Kler village, then | went back again during my
children’s school vacation. The situation in Burma is too bad. The people live in fear.
Every time the SLORC [SPDC] army comes the men have to run away and hide, because
they try to capture the men whenever they come. Every day six people must go to stay with
them so that they can use them whenever they need them. Wherever they want to go those
six people must go with them and carry their things, which are very heavy, sometimes until
they cannot carry any more. Sometimes they have to do other work, and sometimes it is
dangerous. People who do not dare to go must give 1,500 kyat for three days [in lieu of
three days of work]. If people don’t go then the Burmese will never set free the previous
group. People must always stay with them and keep rotating.

Then they brought prisoners [convicts] up into the jungle on army trucks. Along
the way they tied the prisoners necks and handstightly to the sides of the trucks and made
them stand up straight. When they arrived at the T' Ku Kee church they let them get down
from the truck. Some prisoners couldn’'t stand up any more and they fell down. The
soldiers saw that and kicked them and hit them until they became unconscious. Then they
picked them up and dragged them under a shady tree. | heard that they will use those
prisoners to do road construction. The road will go from Kyaikdon to Kyaln Seik Gyi. |
know the prisonersarein Kyaikdon right now because | saw Aunty S— at the Bible School
there and she told me, “Now Kyaikdon isfull of Burmese military and prisoners. They’'ve
probably brought the prisoners to do road construction.” Right now the villagers aren’'t
doing road construction because they have to rotate doing forced labor in the army camp
full time, and they must go and do whatever the soldiers order them to do at any time.

Q: Before you came back here did you hear about any villages being forced to move?

A: Now Kalay Keeand Kyaw Kay Ko haveto relocate because the Burmese accused them
of feeding the KNLA, so the Burmesewon't allow them to stay there any more. The people
of Kyaw Kay Ko have to move to Kya In and the people from Kalay Kee have to move to
T'KuKee. | heard that relocationswill aso occur in many other places. Even thevillagers
inKyaln[western Dooplaya] must moveto theroadside. | also heard onevillage headwoman
say, “If I'm going to build a house | will build it at the roadside, because we must move
there anyway.” | heard her say that in H—'s shop in Seik Gyi.

Before the 11th [of March or April 1998] they arrested villagers from Kya In and
put theminjail. They beat them badly. | didn’t see them when they were beaten but | saw
their wives and children who had to give bribes to save them. Finally they set them free
after many people had come and vouched for them, but they had to pay 10,000 kyat for each
villager to befreed. Not only that, they had to buy clothes and food for the soldierstoo. The
arrested people were villagers of Kyaln. | don't know their names, but a younger brother
of Pastor Tha Du was among them.

Thevillagersthere are afraid of them and have to give money to them all thetime.
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They must give them whatever food they want whenever they ask for it. If the villagers
don't give it to them then they just steal whatever they want. They always demand rice,
vegetables, salt and fish paste. | saw that happening in T'Ku Kee. When | went back there
| didn’t have a chance to ask about too many things, and | often had to hide and couldn’t
daregooutside. But | heard about many things from the villagers there who havetolivein
fear.

Inerviend®d Rfugee, RAocation, Tarture, Forced Labor

Name: “Saw Lay Doh”

Sex: Male

Age 33

Ethnicity: Karen

Religion: Christian

Occupation: Farmer/teacher

Marital Status: Married with six children

Address: Waw Lu village, Dooplaya district, Karen State
Date of interview: April 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Saw Lay Doh” arrived in Thailand in late 1997 and was present when the Thai Army
fired on refugees at Thay Pu Law Htwee. He and many of the others were finally allowed
into Noh Po refugee camp, but at the time of theinterview they were still living inlong open
shelters because Thai authorities had not allowed them to build proper huts.]

Q: Can you tell me about the situation of your village?

A: InFebruary 1997, SLORC troopsfrom No. 22 [Division], Battalion No. 206, campedin
Waw Lu village and they called the villagers who had fled from the village during the
fighting to come back to thevillage. They said to usthat they had not cometo kill or make
problems for the people, that they had come to make peace. Then the villagers all came
back. After that they held a meeting with the villagers in the monastery of Waw Lu, and
they said “Come and give us your arms; we won't do anything to those who give us their
arms.” They pressed the villagersto hand over someweapons. So finally the villagers had
to show them the guns of the village defence force [villagers armed by the KNLA to defend
their village]. But after that they still accused and pressured the people to give them more
arms. They said to some village headmen, “ You have guns and walkie-talkies, so you must
give us al of them.” They frightened those village headmen until they had to give up
whatever they were hiding. After that they asked the village headmen to build a new
school. The villagers cut wood and bamboo and built the school and fenced it. After that
they called for teachers and let them teach there for a month in April. There were four
teachers, | was one of them.

Q: What about the villagers who had no gunsto give them?
A: After they made their camp, they forced the villagers who had no guns to carry their
things as porters. They had to carry bullets and rations when the soldiers went from place
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to placeto find their enemies. Each person must carry three big tins of rice. We saw some
people who got wounds on their backs. Their backswere bruised. Sometimes they had to
carry things for three days, sometimes four days. While they were carrying the heavy
thingsthe soldiersforced themto run. If they could not run the soldierskicked their buttocks.
If people couldn’t understand their language [Burmese] when they gave ordersthe soldiers
hit them too. The villagers who came back from portering explained that it was very hard
for them to suffer like that. | know a person who had to carry things to Po Theh. The
Burmese soldiers asked him a question but he could not understand Burmese, so they hurt
him. They hit him with the butt of their gun.

My nephew once came back from portering for the Burmese soldiers, and at my
house he told me how the soldiers had forced him to carry heavy things for four days. He
showed me his wounded back which was really badly bruised. Hisnameis Saw E—. He
told me that he had to climb up the mountains while carrying heavy things, and that when
they went to Meh K’Waw it made him cry because it was such hard work. There was
another man from Po Yay village whose name was Saw Eh Wah, and he had to climb up the
hills with heavy things for the Burmese soldiers to pass through the Maw Law Ee way.
While he was going he became sweaty and exhausted from carrying the heavy things. At
last hisfoot slipped and he fell down to the foot of the mountain. Hisload was still up on
the path. He was going to die but nobody took care of him. Everyone passed him by.
That'swhy we can say that their behaviour isterrible toward the villagers. Saw Eh Wahis
about 40 years old. Heis better now.

Ever since they started to settle down in Waw Lu they’ ve forced the villagers to
provide labor every day. Thereisno payment. They never give food, and they never give
medicine. They force the villagers to dig bunkers and to work for them in Kyaikdon, but
thevillagers must take along their ownrice. If they don’t taketheir own ricethen they have
togo hungry. Andthey alwaysask thevillagers, “Have any of you seen any of the armsthat
people are hiding?’

Q: Why did you have to flee the village?

A: Asfor my situation, while they were staying there they accused me of working for the
outside people [the KNLA]. They said | was breaking their law so they would arrest me. |
wasateacher. At that timethe school had already closed. They arrested me and interrogated
me about the placeswherethe KNLA were hiding, and | answered that | had not seen them.
Then they punched my jaw once on each side and asked me to wait there. Later they said
to each other that they would keep me to pressure me some more and would tie me up.
Then they tied me up with rope. They tied my handstightly behind my back and made me
lay on my belly, thenthey interrogated me again. Thistimeonly one person wasinterrogating
me. Heasked me, “Isn’'tit truethat you havegunsand aradio?’ | said, “No, I’ ve never had
those kinds of things.” Then hetold me, “Your education supervisor Kaw Mu surrendered
to uswith weapons, and hetold usthat you have gunsand aradio.” | answeredto him, “No,
that isnot right. If you don’t believe me then you can ask everybody inthevillage. Thisis
al | haveto say. When you ask everyoneyou will hear thetruth.” Thenthey tied me up for
ten days and beat me badly until | had to sleep with blood all over my body every night.
They punched my nose twice, and blood was running down from my nose. They beat my
body aswell. They punched meinthechest, left, right, left... They punched mein my head
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and on my temples. Both of my shinswere beaten with abig stick. They tied meuptightly,
made me lay down and then beat me badly on both shins until both of my shins were
completely bruised. That was the most painful thing | ever had to bear. Finaly they told
methat if my friends and | could show them just five bullets then they would surely set us
free at once. We said, “ There is no way we could show you that,” and then they left us.

Later they came back and told us that they would kill us because we had broken
their law. They told us that if we could find just one gun for them then they would set us
freeat once. We answered again that we could not find them anything like that. Then they
said they would put usin jail if we could not find one. We were quiet because there was
nothing we could say. During those ten days they never let the village headman or elders
cometovouchfor us. Even our relatives could only give usricethrough their soldiers. The
soldiers brought the rice to us and then took the plates back to our children or wives. After
ten daysthey allowed the headman to vouch for us. First they called T— [the other villager
being held] and untied him. They called him out for a while, then they came again and
untied me and asked me to get up into the house there. They asked me, “ Areyou okay?’ |
said, “Yes, | am okay.” Then they wrote on a piece of paper that they were setting us free
under the assurances of the village headman. They asked the village headman to put his
signature on it and then they set usfree. We arrived home at night and my body was filthy.
Then | saw my mother who had come and been waiting for me for four days already,
worrying about me until she could not even sleep or eat. She was very happy to see me.

| saw that since | had been taken there [since his arrest] they were forcing the
villagersto work harder and harder all thetime. | knew it wasn't possible for meto stay, so
| had to prepare to come here secretly. When | came, the problem wasthat | couldn’t bring
any food or belongings like cooking pots because | had to carry my children who are too
small to run.

Q: Did you have any trouble when you arrived in Thailand?
A: Thetrouble when | arrived in Thailand was that we camped in one area and suddenly
the Thai army came and camped right near us. A Thai army officer came to me and asked
me, “Don’t you think you should dig bunkers here?’ | answered him, “If we need to dig
them we'll dig them tomorrow.” He told me that the DKBA or KPA may attack so we
should be cautious. Then they went back to their place. Wetalked about it with each other
in our huts until late, and then we dlept. When we were sleeping at about 5:40 am. they
fired their big gun at us. An M79 shell [grenade] fell on a hut and two people about 60
yearsold wereinjured. All theinnocent people were shocked, ran out of theareaand hid in
fear. A newborn baby died because hefell to the ground while his mother was running with
him. Thenwe heard the noisy sound of bullets[small arms] being fired. When the daylight
came we found out that it was the Thai soldiers who were shooting at us. We looked all
around our shelters and cleaned things up. After a while they came to see the place too.
They asked the villagers, “Who was shooting at you last night?’ The villagers told them
that it was them who were shooting at us. Then the Thai soldierswere quiet and didn’t say
anything. [This is the shooting that occurred at Thay Pu Law Htwee on November 15,
1997.]

Shortly after that they asked the villagers to fix up a bridge which leads to Kwih
Hta, so the villagers built up alog bridge. When we had finished building the bridge we
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went home and ate our meal. After that the [Thai army] senior commander arrived at our
place and called me and the other headmen. He told usto prepare our things and be ready
in one hour to move to another place, which we would reach by passing through Kwih Lat
Taw. | told the people to get ready, but some people were not obeying me and they asked
me “Why are you doing this?” Then the Thai soldiers were angry with the people who
wouldn’t obey. They forced them, they tied some of them up and hit some of them. After
that they called the villagerstogether and told usto be quiet. They told thevillagers, “Now
all of you see these three people we have tied up because they were not obeying us. This
will happen to people who do not obey us.” Then they kicked some people. Finaly they
called the headmen to come out in front and then ordered them to go in front of the people
to lead them. So the villagers followed us.

The Thais guided us by car but we had to walk. We were walking along like that
until noon, and by then we could see that the children were walking with difficulty and they
seemed very tired. Somewere crying sadly. Thewomen were weeping miserably. We kept
on going, then we took a rest for a while and then we kept on going again. When we
reached the foot of the mountain near the place where they were going to keep us, the sun
was already going down. We settled down there and started cooking some food to eat.
Some people had not brought any food but others had, so we shared with each other what
we had. By the time we finished cooking the children were crying because they were so
hungry. After we fed them they went to sleep under the trees for the night because it was
aready late.

Q: When you arrived in Noh Po did you have any more problems?

A: Therewas no problem except that we could not build houses [the Thai authoritieswould
not alow it]. Those of us who had no houses had to live in a barracks. [A long bamboo
shelter with no walls, covered in plastic sheeting; the Thai authorities forced them to live
like this for four to six months.] | think that now we will get a chance to build houses
because one or two days ago they allowed us to go and get bamboo for flooring from Thay
Pu Law Su. | believe that we will be able to build houses soon.

Q: Isit different here from lifein your village?

A: Itisalittledifferent. When we stay here we receive good care and good food, we don’t
need to do forced labor and we can help each other in whatever way we can. When we
were in our village the SLORC Army persecuted us and forced usto do labor without any
payment, we even needed to bring our own food. We have already decided to go back when
thereis peace in Burma, but we will never go back before there is change there.

Inervien® Liveihood R ocation

Name: “Saw Kler”
Sex: Male

Age: 20
Ethnicity: Kayah
Religion: Animist
Occupation Farmer
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Address: Mawchee town, southern Karenni State
Date of Interview: April 27,1998
Source; KHRG

Q: What isthe situation in Mawchi?

A: Mawchi is so poor that people have nothing to eat. Some villagers there may have
money, but even if you have money you can’t buy anything and you can’t buy as much as
you want. You can’t get as much rice asyou want to keep in your home. For example, you
can't store enough ricein your home for one month, just for three days. You must keep the
rest in the church and go to get some of it every three days. Thisisyour ownrice. They
don't alow the villagers to keep al their belongings in their own homes, because they
accuse the villagers of supporting the Karenni army and giving food to the Karenni army.
Even in Mawchi. Mawchi is very big you know; I'm from Mawchi. There are many
churchesin Mawchi, and thereisalsoamine. If you arein Loikaw, the capital, you can buy
rice and you can eat it there, but you can’t bring rice from Rangoon to Mawchi [the SPDC
won't alow it], you can’t bring rice from Loikaw to Mawchi or to or from the areas to the
east.

Q: Aretherelocation sites still there, or have they been closed and moved to other places?
A: No, nothing like that. Shadaw and Ywathit [relocation sites] are still running but
Ywathit isvery small compared to Shadaw. Mawchi also stays. Right now thereisno road
construction right in Mawchi [town] but the people who live in the relocation sites like
Shadaw or Mawchi are forced to work for the military every day. The situation of the
people in the relocation sites is going from bad to worse because they said they have no
food in the camp. They receive very little food from the SPDC and it is not enough for
everybody. Some are starving to death. Many people die of sickness, especially in the
rainy season from malariaand diarrhea. They are also forced to work for the military doing
things like carrying water, cutting bamboo, making fences and collecting firewood for the
army. Especialy in the second district, the army goes to fight aimost every week so the
people areforced to carry their supplies and ammunition, and many people die as porters at
the frontline. Now alot of people who stay in the relocation sites are forced to be militia
too, but not only people in the relocation sites have to do that. People from other villages
are forced to do that too.

The road from Mawchi to Toungoo is 96 mileslong. There was an old road there
but they haven’t used this road for many years now. So far they have done 12 miles from
Mawchi. Villagerswereforced to work there from six in the morning to fivein the evening
with only one hour break. About three months ago 11 women and 90 men were doing
forced labor carrying things on the road 12 milesfrom Mawchi. They spent the night there
and were attacked by the KNPP, and then they stopped work on the road [temporarily].

We refugees from Mawchi [those staying in the relocation site], as there was a
especially the women, were afraid whenever we went to find vegetables in the forest of
being threaten and raped by Burmese soldiers. We were sad and pitied our friendswho had
tofacethat. Thevillagersat Mawchi had to carry things for them as porters, both men and
women, old and young. They beat the porters and threatened them. | felt very sorry for all
of my villagers when | saw their situation like that.
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They didn’t give us enough rice. There was not enough water for all of us at
Mawchi. Especialy in the hot season we had to go very far to fetch water. Some people
got diarrhea due to the unclean water. We received no health care. The Burmese who
brought us there ought to have given us health care, but they never did that. There was a
pharmacy but the villagers could not buy the medicines because they were very expensive.
Some serioudly ill people died because the cars [public transport using small trucks] only
ran sometimes. |f we saw a car we tried to send the serioudly ill people to the hospital in
town.

If you look at the shelters [in the relocation site] you can see that they are very
small and not properly built, because it was not easy for the people to go and cut trees and
bamboo. The Burmese who brought usthere ought to supply uswith water, food and health
care, but they never took care of us. | hope the behavior of the Burmese will change soon.
| hope they will give the people a chance to live freely and in peace.

Inervien37. R acation Liveihood Forcedlaoor, refugee

Name: “Koo Ngareh”
Sex: Male

Age: 40+

Ethnicity: Kayah
Religion: Animist
Occupation Farmer

Date of Interview: April 28, 1998
Source; KHRG

[“ Koo Nga Reh” isa KNPP official. Theinterview isincluded here because it presents a
fairly broad picture of the current situation in Karenni.]

Q: Do you have any information about relocation sites?

A: | don’'t have much information from rel ocation sites such as Mawchi, Baw LaKeh, Pah
Saung, Ywathit, and Shadaw because now very few people there can contact us. All the
relocation sites are controlled by the SPDC, so nobody can get into those places without
their permission. The SPDC does not allow any NGO people [Non-governmental
organizations, i.e. aid organizations] or even the church to provide any assistance to the
people who are in the relocation sites. Since 1996, and especially since 1997, there have
been very many people suffering from a shortage of food. They also suffer from malaria,
diarrheaand other diseases. Since 1996, according to our annual report, about 300 people
have died of various diseases in the relocation sites at Shadaw, Mawchi, and Y wathit.

At the moment there are five big relocation sites and five or six other relocation
sites. In addition, since the beginning of this year they have been trying to relocate some
villages down to the area they control around Loikaw. In many areas of the southern and
eastern parts of the state there are no more people, because the SPDC has made a big
offensivein that area so anyone they seein those areasis suspected and shot on sight with
Nno questions asked.
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Q: So are people aso fleeing from fighting?

A: Yes, thereistill fighting now, especially in those areas [the east and the south] because
most of the people living in those areas are unwilling to move down to the relocation sites
at Mawchi, Pah Saung and Baw LaKeh. They don’t go because they can stay hiddenin the
jungle along the Karen State - Karenni border, so they just move around there and avoid the
SPDC troops. They’relivinginthejungle, they stay together with the Karenni Army there.
But they’ ve been doing that for almost two years now, so they have to face the problem of
lack of food. I’'m not sure about the next year; it depends on how long they can keep
staying in that area by themselves without any support. They have no chance to cultivate
crops, because SPDC troops are moving around in the area. All the villages are burned
down now, including the churches, the schools, entire villages.

Q: Do they try to find the people who are hiding in the jungle?
A: Yes, they try, but they can't do it throughout the whole area, only in some parts of the
area. Even so, some people who are hiding in the jungle will be found and killed by the
SPDC troops. They call it a scorched earth operation. If they see anyone in the area,
whether soldier or civilian, they shoot him dead with no questions asked. If they find
peopl€e’srice, first they take whatever they can for themsel ves and then they burn whatever
isleft. Especialy in the area between the Pon and Salween rivers. There are still around
five hundred people hiding in that area, staying together with the Karenni troops there.
They move around and try to find some food. All they can find is some of the food that
families have | eft behind there, but thereisno morefood. They have no way to continueto
survive there. Some try to flee to the [Thai] border but at the moment it is hard to travel
because there are no boats to crosstherivers. Also, east of the Salween River all the way
to the border there are so many SPDC troops, so the villagers are scared that they will be
caught. Now then the SPDC army and the Thai businessmen are making logging deals,
their troops travel to search for the logs in the forest, to know how many they have cut
down already and how many are ready to sell.

They aretrying to rebuild the old road from Mawchi to Toungoo, and onward into
Burma. This old road was once used to transport the minerals from Mawchi, so they are
trying to build it again now. They’ve ordered the people who are living in the relocation
sitesat Mawchi, Pah Saung, and Baw LaKeh to go asvolunteersto rebuild theroad. There
are also two other projects. Oneis building a new road from Baw La Keh to Daw Tama
Gyi. Thatisanew road. Now all the people who livein that area have to be volunteersto
build this new road. It isabout 10 mileslong. The other new project is near Loikaw; Ye
Yaw village is 11/2 miles from the base of SPDC Battalion No. 269, so they are building a
new road there. We just got this news afew days ago. Before there was only a path there
so you had to walk, but now they are ordering all the local people around that areato build
amain road for cars. There are many villagers in that area, so they will probably have
about 1,000 people working on that road every day. It isjust for the military to transport
things; weapons, ammunition and rations. These kinds of roads just link villages to army
bases, so the people have no use for them. No villagers use them.

Q: Have any of the villages in the northeast that weren’t relocated previously now been
moved?
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A: Inthisareathey started to rel ocate most people around the beginning of thisyear. They
didn't do it in the past, only this year, because this year there has been alittle more KNPP
troop activity inthisarea. So they want to relocate the people down to the main road closer
to their base, where they can supervise all the villagers more closely. Their baseisat Nwa
LaBo. They’'ve deployed their troopsto control the people, watch the people and see what
they are doing. They have moved people to small relocation sites at Tee Say Ka, NwalLa
Bo, Myeh Nee Kaw, Tee Plaw Ku and Pao Mai. There are three, four, or five villages
together at these places. There are already villages there, but other villages have to move
down [out of the hillg] and stay there because these villages are close to the main road.

Q: How many relocation sites did you say there are in the whole state?

A: Therearefive big relocation sites and about six or seven small ones, but the small ones
are difficult to count because they’re always creating more of them to concentrate the
villages more and more. But there are five big relocation sites: Mawchi, Pah Saung, Baw
LaKeh, Ywathit, and Shadaw. | think there are fewer people in Shadaw than there were at
the beginning, because many people havetried to get permission to get out of the camp and
have then managed to flee to the border. It isvery hard to get information from inside the
relocation sites. Most of the information we receive isfrom peoplewho have escaped. Not
many are escaping now. |f people from outsidetry to go into the relocation campsthey can
if they are real villagers, but they must answer many questions: “Where are you from?
Have you been here before? What are you doing, why have you come here? Do you know
where the KNPP soldiers are, have you seen them?”

Q: Arethe SPDC soldiers working alone or is the KNDA involved?

A: | think thereis cooperation. The KNDA istogether with them because their group was
created by the SLORC. Many of them used to be KNPP soldiers, then they freely resigned
from KNPP and returned to their homes, but the SLORC forced them to form anew group
to attack the KNPP. That isthe new strategy of the SLORC, just asthey did in Karen areas
[by creating the DKBA]. The KNDA is not so big, just 40 or 50 armed men. They aso
conscript villagers to be their troops. They always have to move together with SPDC
troops because they have to be supervised by the SPDC, they cannot do anything without
an order coming fromthe SPDC. Even if they want to do something themselves, they have
to get permission from the SPDC commander before they can do it.

Q: What about the “people’'s army” [the SPDC militiaforce]?

A: Thisisdifferent. All the villages have to form amilitiaand are forced to defend their
village. Now the SPDC hasanew strategy: whenever they want anything from thevillagers
they just force the militiato get it. If the SPDC commander comesto the village and gives
ordersto the headman then all the villagers know that the SPDC is demanding things; but
thisway, they form amilitiaand order it to do thingsfor them so the villagers have to get it
themselves, and then when the SPDC commander comes he says, “No, I’m not coming to
your village to do that, that’s your own people demanding it.” Thisistheir new strategy.

Q: Do they aso use these militiasto fight against the KNPP?
A: If necessary they may do that. They give them some kind of militiatraining. Thenin
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each village they only provide threeto five guns, not so many, so the militiamembers have
to take turns guarding their village. But if they think that the area is dangerous and that
there aretoo many enemiesaround, they will provide more weapons and they will forcethe
militiato beinvolved in fighting.

Q: Do the militiamembers get benefits like exemption from forced labor?

A: No, they haveto do it, even they have to do forced labor. | think only the commander
[the militia commander for the village] has to pay less or do less than the other villagers.
Those village militias have to be formed with al the young men of the village; or else the
young men have to join the KNDP. If you don’t do either then you'll be sent away as a
porter. Sothereare only three choices: would you liketo join the militiaforces, would you
liketo join the KNDP, or would you like to be a porter for the military? Which one would
you like to choose?

Q: Isthere still any area controlled by the KNPLF?

A: They just control asmall areanear Dee Maw So. Villagersliving in this KNPLF area
are safer than most others because now the KNPL F and the SPDC have a ceasefire agreement,
so they don’t do anything to those villagers. But otherscan’t redlly fleeto that areabecause
most of the people there are Padaung [Kayan], and others can't really live among them
because the language and the culture are very different. They also may not allow other
people to come and live there among them.

Q: Isit still possible for new refugees to get into the refugee camps in Thailand?

A: At the end of last year the local authorities said that they would not alow any new
arrivals, but just at the beginning of this year some new arrivals reached Camp 2. There
were about 60 or 70 people. The Thais said nothing because those people couldn’t stay any
more in their home areas so they must allow them to come; if not, those people would
starveto death. They came from the area between the Pon and Salween rivers. Some had
been living in hiding and some had escaped from the Shadaw relocation site. The first
group arrived in January and the second group arrived last month [in March]. They said
that now it isquiet in Shadaw because fewer people are living there, but that they still have
to work for the military every day and the military doesn’t provide them with anything.
Thefood situation thereisvery bad, the soldiersjust provide alittlericefor each family but
never enough, so the familiestry to get some paid work outside the camp so they can buy
some food to survive. But there's no business in those areas, it's only small villages, so
they don’t have a chance to make money and the local people can’t help them. Soit'svery
hard to get food.

Q: You said before that they [SPDC] are using convicts for forced labor; convicts from
where?

A: Mostly from Loikaw prison because there are so many prisonersin Loikaw; somefrom
central Burma, some from Shan State... They brought some prisonersfrom other prisonsto
Loikaw because they thought they might need to use them for military operations in the
Karenni area. They usethem for anything and everything. For everything they do they use
the forced labor of everyone without payment, civilians as well as convicts. Even if they
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have reserved abudget for a project they never use that budget for the project, they just use
the local people. They never pay money for the work, you even have to bring your own
food with you. They don’t provide anything.

| don’t know if things can change or not. Mainly the military arejust trying to get
more and more power and keep it longer, because they may be afraid that if they hand over
power to the people then the people will send them to an international court. That would be
dangerous for them, so that iswhy they are afraid to lose power, and that is why they keep
trying to increase their power more and more.

Intervien33 Rfugee Forced Labor, R acation

Name: “Loong Kham”

Sex: Male

Age: 43

Ethnicity: Shan

Religion: Buddhist

Occupation: Farmer

Marital Status: Married with four children

Address: Gong Long village, Ho Murng township, Shan State
Date of Interview: April 29, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Loong Kham” farmsrice and sesamein hisvillage near Khun Sa’s former headquarters
at Ho Murng. He recently arrived in Thailand.]

Q: When did you arrive in Thailand?

A: larrived on March 7. | came because of the oppression of the Burmese, like the others.
| sent my wife and children first and then | fled. | had to do the same things as the others.
There was more [forced] work in my place [than in “Sai Heng"'s village; see interview
above]. You could see alot of piles of stones along the road in Gong Long, a hundred and
twenty piles of rocksalong theroad just for our village. Therewere morethan 30 housesin
the village, about 35 houses. We had iron rods to break the stones. One person from each
house had to go. If we had no men, we had to replace them with women. Women and
children had to go. They beat the people the same way they did in “Sai Heng”’s village
because it was the same road, just a different section of it. The soldiers and their chiefs
were watching us.

Q: When did you start to work on that road?

A: In the tenth month of 1997 [October/November by the Shan calendar]. In the tenth
month it was still raining so we didn’t have to work as much, we just had to work for about
twenty days that month. It took us three months to finish that road [the section they had
been assigned], until the twelfth month [December]. We had to finish it by then because
they said that the road had to be finished completely by the end of the year. We had to work
for them and follow the timetable that they gave us. If we didn't finish on time our village
headman would be punished. We are all Shan and we didn’'t want to see anyone get hurt, so
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we helped each other and in the end nobody had to be punished.

Q: Do you know where the road was going to?

A: Theroad that we built was going from our village to TaHung, to Sop Paeng, TzaLong
and then onto Ho Murng. Therewasalot of erosion because the streamswere very strong.
In Khun Sa's day they tried to repair that road, but now in the Burmese days there are no
bulldozersor backhoes. Instead of that they usethevillagers[Khun Saused heavy equipment
but the SPDC rarely does, preferring to use the cheaper option of forced labor]. They
didn’'t build a dam on the river, so when the heavy rains come the water gets higher, the
current is very strong and destroys the road along the river bank. We fixed that road for
three months. Thisroad is used by the forestry department [for logging], and the military
useit to carry their supplies and their rations from Lang Kher.

Q: Did you have to do other work for the army?

A: Yes, we also did other things. When they wanted to build a school they tore down the
houses of people who weren't around; some people had gone to Thailand or other places,
and some had gone away to earn money. We had to tear the houses down for them and carry
the building materials to their camp. |f we hadn’t done it we would have been beaten.

Q: Was anybody forced to move by the army in your area?

A: They didn't force usto move in that area because our village is close to the road, they
come and stop there when they transport their rations. They were[Light Infantry] Battalion
No. 525 from Pan Taw Wet. There were some people who fled the village but they didn’t
come here [to Thailand], they just went to Ho Murng. A big crowd of us came here -
myself, L—-, N—, K—, and also P—, S—, N—, P—, L—, another one we call Teacher,
and T—; altogether 11 families, and also W—, al from the same village. Some othersare
in other placesin Thailand. Some young people have fled to Thailand while their parents
stayed behind.

Q: How did you come here?

A: We walked through the jungle for two days. We just hid from the soldiers and walked
through the jungle, but if we had met the soldiers they wouldn’t have allowed us to come.
We couldn’t carry any bags, not even any rice, otherwise we would have been accused of
providing rice to the rebels. For the same reason we couldn’'t carry any dried noodles or
cheroots. But we didn’'t even know where the rebels were. We've never seen any rebels,
we've just heard about them.

We came as a group to Pang Yon [in Thailand], then we tried to bring some of our
relatives who were left behind in Nam Kut and Kai Lon. Some people from Mai Kai tried
to do the same, but the Burmese found out and blocked the way. In the end those people
couldn’t come, though their children are all here already. In Pang Yon we found day labor
to survive. With what we earned for one day we could survive that one day, but we were
short of food.

Q: Isit true that the Burmese army came to see you when you were in Pang Yon?
A: They did, even just two days ago on the 27 [of April] they came and fired their guns
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over on the other side of Pang Yon, which isstill Thai territory, and also at Long Juk which
iscloseto the Thai border. They even came and camped in Mai Kai Long, which is Thai
territory, and they kept in contact by radio [with their base]. So then the Thai Army also
went and visited there. The Thais camped at Hong Yarm, and they also went to Mai Kai
Long because it is very close by. Both the Burmese and the Thais go up there [Mai Kai
Long] quite often.

Q: Do you think more people are going to try to come to Thailand?

A: If thevillagers can find away to come they will come. They can't stay there any more
because of the oppression by the Burmese army. They are treating the villagers harder and
harder al thetime. In the beginning when the [SLORC/SPDC] soldiersfirst arrived they
didn't dare force the villagers to do things because there were too many of us, but as the
number of villagers getsfewer and fewer they treat them harder and harder, just like keeping
hensin acage, and people can't find away out. [Asthe population getslower the demands
for forced labor, food and money remain at least the same, so each villager faces a heavier
burden.] Under the present situation | don’t want to go back because we won't be able to
survive. Even now the situation there is very hard.

Interview 39 R acati on, Foreced Labar, Vidhen, Gild Live i hood

Name: “Sai Heng”

Sex: Male

Age: 30

Ethnicity: Shan

Religion: Buddhist

Occupation: Farmer

Marital Status: Married with two children

Address: Nong Yao village, Ho Murng township, Shan State
Date of Interview: April 29, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Sai Heng” farmed rice and sesamein hisvillage near Khun Sa's former headquarters at
Ho Murng. Herecently fled to Thailand.]

Q: Where are you from?

A: Weareoriginaly from Nong Yao village close to Ho Murng, then we moved to Pang
Yon [a place in Thailand where many new Shan refugees took temporary refuge]. We
arrived at Pang Yon the second week of the fourth month [in March by the Shan calendar]
and we stayed there more than 20 days. Sorry | don’'t remember exactly, but we fled our
village after the celebration of Union Day [February 12]. Nong Yao is two hours' walk
from Ho Murng, north of Ho Murng. Thereis aroad to get to the village but the road is
quite old.

Q: Why did you flee from your village?
A: Because we were oppressed by the Burmese soldiers. We could not live there any
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longer. That iswhy wemoved. And | want to tell you how they oppressed us. Very often
they forced us to carry stones to pave the road, so we didn’t have time to earn our own
living. We didn’t have any chance to work on our farms because they were forcing us to
carry rocks all the time. We couldn’t stand it any more so we had to escape from that
situation. When we refused to go [to forced labor] we were tied and beaten. Even our
village headman was seized and beaten. That iswhy we could not stay at al, and finally the
village became empty. Nobody dared to stay. Besides, all our chickens, cooking ail, rice,
our pigs, our chilies, even our pots and dishes, whatever they [SPDC soldiers] saw they
took away by force. They ate our food and our livestock, and even though we begged them
not to do it, they just tied up the owners and then killed their cattle, pigs and chickens.
Then they ate them while they drank alcohol. Evenworse, even after we had nothing left to
give them we were supposed to go and buy things from other villages to give to them.
When we went to the other villages to buy the things that they asked for, sometimes the
house owner was not there and the neighbors said, “ Oh, the owner of thishouseis not here,
he went to the jungle to become arevolutionary.” Then when we went back and told the
soldiers that the person wasn't there, they went and broke open the lock and took all the
house owner’s belongings.

Q: Wheat kind of labor did you have to do?

A: Mainly carrying rocks to build the road. We could make only two trips in one whole
day. They forced usto work on the road from Ho Murng to Nam Lin to Pang Kong [at the
bank of the Salween River] to Tai Yoi Mu. Thisroad goestowardsto Lang Kher. The other
roads [on which people have to work] go from Ho Murng to Mai Kai and from Ho Murng
to Hok. Even when the villagers had to work on those roads they [the SPDC officers]
would ask for a budget from their headquarters and they would keep that money only for
themselves.

Q: Inyour village, how many people had to do this work each day?

A: Morethan 30, one person from each house had to go to work for them every day. If we
only had two or three people in the house and we couldn’'t go to work for them, we had to
givethem money, ahundred Kyat aday. If wedidn’t have any money, we had to givethem
alcohol or chickensinstead. If we had no chickenswe had to give them beef, not thewhole
cow, but we had to kill acow and give them some of the beef [thisis aserious burden on a
family because cattle are a major form of savings - once killed the meat must be used
quickly or dried, as people have no access to refrigeration].

Q: Did the SLORC give you any food while you were working?

A: How could they feed us? They even stole the rice we brought with us! We had to bring
our own lunch with us and then they took and ate our lunch. So we were hungry, we missed
our lunch, and when that made us fedl exhausted they beat usl Sometimes instead of
stealing our rice they exchanged our good sticky-rice with their Burmeserice, saying that it
was sticky rice but it wasnot. The soldiers wanted to havethevillagers' sticky rice. Some
stole the sticky rice from the villagers and then the people who had no rice became weak
and they got beaten by the Burmese — and the Burmese said, “Oh, you are very lazy.” If
someone was working slowly he got beaten, because the soldiers were guarding us; but no
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one died. Women and children were working there also. They preferred men but, if there
were no men the women were obliged to go. If there were no adults, then children had to
go. When the parents got sick the children had to go for them. They were teenagers,
fourteen and older. The youngest children had to carry half of what the adults carried.

Q: Did the army cometo your village very often?

A: They came and camped in the village for afew days, then they went and camped for a
whilein every village around there. In Nam Kuyt they caused problems. There werethree
women who were on their way to buy things to eat in Ho Murng, and they met some
Burmese troops in Nong Laeng. The soldiers said “Come, we have rice”, and they made
the three women go into their camp, and then they raped those three women. After that
they gave them one pyi of rice each [about 2 kg/4.4 Ib] and they said “ You don’'t haveto pay
for thisrice.” They were from Nam Kuyt, not our village. | don’t know the names of the
women, they were Pa O and we live five miles away from them.

Q: What about the other villages around?

A: The other villages also had the same problems aswe did. Thefirst villageis Lon Yao,
the second is Ho Kit, the third is Nong Ai, the fourth Myo Yat, and the fifth Mayk Houng;
all of thesevillagesaretotally empty now becausethey [the soldiers] did as| have explained.
They started emptying two months ago. They treated us badly and we could not stand this
kind of oppression. Whenever we couldn’t give them what they asked for we were supposed
to give them money.

When the soldiers realized that we had all moved to the Thai border they sent
someoneto tell us, “ Come back, all of you come back, come and work inyour opium fields
again. When you grow it we will buy al that you produce, and we will pay you the same
price that you could get from others.” That iswhat they said. They were three battalions,
LIB 525, LIB 332 and IB 99 from Murng Pan and Lang Kher. We answered, “No, we don’t
want to come back.” We didn’t even farm opium before. | farmed rice and sesame. We
told them that we didn’t want to farm opium and that we wouldn’'t go back.

Q: lsn'tit forbidden to cultivate opium?
A: When the Burmese soldiers arrived in that area[in 1996, after Khun Sa's surrender] it
wasfull of people, but later there were fewer and fewer people because of their oppression.
They didn’'t like that [the army needs villagers for forced labor and as a source of loot and
extortion money]. They tried to find out why the villagers left their villages. They were
wondering, “Why did people leave after we arrived?’ So finally they tried to make us go
back home by telling usthat if we did, we would be allowed to cultivate opium. They said,
“If you farm opium you will earn good money, you will have money and gold, you will do
good business. If you don’'t know whereto sell it we will buy it, but we'll collect atax.”
L ook, when Khun Sawasthereit was said that Khun Sawas an opium warlord but
we never saw this kind of thing happening around our village. But now, since Khun Sa
surrendered, the price of Ya Ba has gone down to 10 baht per tablet [‘crazy medicine’,
known in Burmese as ‘myin say’; an amphetamine-type drug that makes you aggressive
and stupid, common in Burmaand Thailand], and the Burmese soldiers carry their opium
and their Ya Ma along with them from place to place. They even come and sell it in
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Thailand, in Mai Kai On and Mai Kai Long villages. Before I’d never even heard about
these kinds of things, but now I’ ve seen them myself.

Q: Do you know if there is a place where they produce YaBain your area?

A: Only the Burmese [soldiers] produce Ya Ba and it is forbidden to go to the factories
wherethey makeit. It isforbidden and the places are guarded by soldiers. They make the
YaMaoutsidethevillages. Inour areathe man who transports the opium drives a 4-wheel
drive truck [small pickup truck]. No matter what checkpoints he has to pass he is never
checked, and he has al kinds of equipment for transforming opium [into heroin] in his 4-
wheel drive truck. He is an operations commander [‘byu ha mu’; strategic commander].
He buys the raw opium with gold, he buys one and a half viss [2.4 kg/5.2 1b; i.e. he buys
about this much on each trip]. | don’t know his name but he is from that same regional
command, from Lang Kher. Now he's aready moved, but the other units also do it the
same way. Now only the Burmese do that business, the Shan and Pa-O don’'t doit. In Ho
Murng thereisalot of YaBa, plenty! The sellers and the buyers are both Burmese. The
Burmese soldiers just put on their mufti [civilian clothes] and then they sell the stuff from
village to village as far as Mai Kai Long [in Thailand]. They go there not only to sell Ya
Ma, they sell opium aswell. They sold what they seized from the opium merchants after
Khun Sasurrendered. After that they made their own fields at Gong Sarng and Gong Mai
Houng and they forced the villagers there to work for them.

Q: Would you say that there are more opium fields now than before Khun Sa surrendered?
A: In Khun Sadays people weretalking all the time about opium, but | had never seenit.
| didn’t even know what it looked like. But now, since the Burmese came to rule the area
we' ve had the chance to see what opium, YaBa, and also heroin are. But we don't buy it,
we don't useit. We just saw it when they came to deal in it. Before when Khun Sawas
there, wejust heard people mention opium and we saw opium in pictures, asthough it were
some kind of vegetable. [Khun Sa bought most of his opium from other areas before
refining it into heroin; see the interview below with “Sai Long”, who was arrested while
transporting opium into Khun Sa's area]

Q: Isthe situation getting worse thisyear? Why did you decide to flee only now?

A: In Khun Sa's days, before he surrendered to the Burmese troops, we didn’t have to be
porters, we didn’t have to pay money to the soldiers and we were not forced to work for
them; but after the Burmese soldiers started ruling our arealife only remained peaceful for
about three months. After that, the situation started getting worse and worse until the land
became empty [of peoplg].

Q: Didn't you flee because of fighting between the SPDC and the SSA?

A: No. | think if the Burmese soldiers stay there | won't go back to my home, but when we
achieve freedom | will go back. When we are living in Thailand we can't cut trees in the
forest like at home [to build ahouse], and it is hard to survive. At home we can farm and
cultivate, we can conduct small businessesthere, but here we don’t see anything we can do,
so when the Burmese have gone we would love to go back. If it is not possible to go back
we don't have any ideawhat we'll do.
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Interviendd Rfugee R ocation Liveihood Vihen Gild

Name: “Klaw Reh”

Sex: Male

Age: 50

Ethnicity: Kayah

Religion: Animist

Occupation Farmer

Marital Status: Widower, nine children but six of them already dead
Address: Daw Kraw Aw village, Shadaw township, Karenni State
Date of Interview: April 29, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Klaw Reh” was interviewed in a refugee camp in Thailand.]

Q: When did you arrive here?

A: | don't know the date, but since then we' ve been given rice two times (i.e. he has been
there one or two months). We came because the SLORC burned all our houses and our
barnsandthey killed al our animals. Wedidn't have any house so we couldn’t stay anywhere.
We had no food and we didn’t want to die. | amtoo old, | can’t resist the SLORC.

Q: When and how was your village ordered to move?

A: June 1996 - they sent aletter. When we arrived there [at Shadaw relocation site] they
just gave us very little food and the rice was not good. We had to work for them two or
three times aweek, for the whole day each time. We couldn’t enjoy our food [i.e. they did
not have enough and they were too tired and depressed to enjoy the bad food they had]. We
saw alot of people dying when we stayed in the relocation site. We couldn’t bear it, that is
why we escaped from there; but not all of us, only some. Some still stay in the relocation
site.

Q: Wasthereaclinic in Shadaw?

A: Yes, but they didn't treat us very well. | saw awoman there who died when her baby
was only six days old. They would inject one ampoule of medicine into two or three
people. We didn’t need to pay money for the injection, but if we paid money we could go
to the medic’s house and be properly treated.

Q: How long did you stay in Shadaw?

A: Twomonths. | stayed there but we didn’t have enough food, and then the Burmesetold
usto go back to our villageto bring back somefood. When we went back to our old village
we never tried to go back to the relocation place, we just tried to hide in the forest. The
Burmese called the people who escaped to come back to the relocation site, but after we
escaped we didn’t want to go back. When we were hiding there, if the Burmese ever saw
some smoke (from a cooking fire) they fired mortar shellsat it. | was afraid because | saw
many peoplekilled by the Burmese, and we were afraid wewould also bekilled. Wedidn't
have enough food to resist them.
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| decided that if | died everything would be over and that would be better than
going back, because life is very bad in the relocation site. We didn’t have any chance to
work for ourselves, we just worked for the Burmese. Then the Burmese sent aletter again
to the people who had escaped, calling us back to the relocation site.

When we stayed [in hiding] in our village, SLORC soldiers came and when they
found villagersthey shot at them. We posted people as sentries, so when the SLORC were
coming we always ran out of the village. We saw people shot at by the Burmese, but they
didn't die because we knew they were coming. They look on the villagers as Karenni
soldiers so they just kill them. They killed many people. We were really lucky to survive
thislong. I’'mvery, very lucky. If I was not lucky | would have been killed.

Q: How did you survivein the forest?

A: Thevillage was already burned down [by the time they returned from Shadaw]; trees,
bamboo and grass had already grown in the village. We had some food because we had
hiddenitintheforest or in caves, but it took one or two hoursto go and find thefood. They
had burned all our houses and our barns, so if we hadn’t hidden our food it would have been
very difficult. Just then my wife died, leaving me with our small eight months old baby. |
didn't have any milk to giveto my baby. | just gave him water. If | had stayed there longer
we would have died, so we fled from there.

Q: Did the people get sick while they were hiding?

A: How could they avoid falling sick? And we couldn’t go anywhere to find medicine.
But only my wifedied. Shedied of diarrhea. Her name was Pru Meh. When welived in
Shadaw it was worse - at |east one person in each family died of disease there.

Q: How many people were hiding with you?

A: Peoplefrom Daw Ei Po, Daw Leh Da, and Daw Ei She, thosethree villages, but divided
into groups of three families in three different places. There were about 15 or 16 people.
There were also a single blind woman and a very old woman left behind there (when they
fled to Thailand). There were also four families near D— village and two families near
A—. In D— one family had seven people but one of them died. He didn’'t have any
sickness, but when we arrived from Shadaw he just died.

Q: Did you see soldiers when you were hiding?

A: Yes, we saw them, but only from a distance. We came out from the places where we
were hiding and watched them. We always watched when they were around because if we
saw them coming our way then we'd have to run away from the place where we were
hiding. When they found out where we were hiding we had to move, then when they found
out our new place we had to move again. We had to move at least four or fivetimes. But
they didn’t find us, because if they had found us they would have killed us. The Burmese
patrolled around Daw Tamaand Daw Bo Loh. They never made camps, they just camefor
awhileand left. They came patrolling once aweek, every week. | think they were Battalions
72 and 54, but I'm not sure. They were the soldiers who guard the Lawpita Dam [near
Loikaw]. No. 72 isbased in Lawpitaand No. 54 in Loikaw.
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Q: How long did it take you to come here [to the refugee camp]?

A: Six days, because we had to avoid the army, but if we could have come directly it would
have been four days. It isvery difficult to come here because Burmese soldiers block the
border, but we had to try to pass. | came with alot of people - one family from Daw Kraw
Aw and two familiesfrom Daw Leh Da. If someoneislucky he can pass, if heisnot hewill
die. | wasafraid, very afraid that we would be killed. While | was coming here my mind
was right outside of my body [an expression for extreme fear]. But we were lucky and we
didn’t die.

Q: Do you think one day you will be able to go back?

A: Yes, of course we would like to go back. Now we get rice from others, but we only
receive it once amonth so if they stop giving it what will we do? If we stayed on our own
land we could plant and grow enough food for ourselves for the whole year.

Q: After you left Shadaw relocation site did you hear anything about the situation there?
A: Atthebeginning they were given ricethere, but later they didn’t get enough rice so they
had to work. For one day’swork they can get eight milk-tins of rice [about 2 kg/3 Ib] and
14 kyat. If afamily has more than five people this is not enough to eat for a day, so the
people who still live in that place have to steal whatever they can find to eat, and thisisa
problem.

Interviendl: Rd acation ForcedLabar, Vihen Qild Kiling

1. Name: “Naw Wah” 2. Name: “Baw Reh”
Sex: Female Sex: Male
Age: 40 Age 47
Ethnicity: Kayah Ethnicity: Kayah
Religion: Christian Religion: Animist
Occupation Farmer Occupation Farmer

Marital Status: Married with seven children

Address: Daw Kraw Aw village, Shadaw township, Karenni State

Date of Interview: April 29, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Baw Reh” wasinterviewed in arefugee camp in Thailand. He used to be headman of his
village.]

Q: Why did you come here?

A: TheBurmeseforced usto moveto Shadaw at the sametime asthe others[in mid-1996].
The Burmese soldiers sent aletter saying that we had just seven daysto moveto therelocation
place. First they sent the letter, then they sent a man to the village to order us to go to
Shadaw within four or five days. He said, “ You must go to the relocation sitein time, you
can't stay in your village after that date. |f you stay after the date the soldierswill cometo
shoot you and kill you.” We were very afraid so we went there, but some old people still
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remained in the village.

Q: How many people from your village moved to Shadaw?

A: Therewere 105 householdsin my village. At first 60 households moved to Shadaw and
some moved to Thailand. Some of our old people couldn’t move, and some families were
split because the people who could travel came here [to a refugee camp] and those who
couldn’t travel so well went to the relocation place.

Q: How long did you stay in Shadaw?
A: Atfirst | stayed just over two weeks, | couldn’t stay any longer because | couldn’t get
anything to live. I'd just brought two baskets of rice, and that was for my whole family.
Then theman said, “You haveto bring your belongings.” So we went back again and again
[to the village] to fetch our things. They allowed only seven daysfor that; they said that if
we took more than seven days they would shoot us, but we couldn’t bring everything in
seven days. | called my family, and my whole family came and lived in Shadaw for more
than amonth. When we stayed in the relocation site many people got sick. | stayed with
my family for about 20 days, and after that | escaped without permission and went back to
our village to search for some food | could take to my family. | escaped alone; almost all
the men left before their families. My family was still staying in Shadaw. | was in our
villagefor four or five days, and if I" d stayed much longer than that they would havekilled
me. TheBurmese soldierssaid if you stayed away more than aweek they would shoot you.
Then they really did come and shoot at people in Daw Hi So and Doi Saw villages [while
they were still getting thingsin thevillage]. Some people could escape but others couldn't,
and we couldn’t escape so we just hid around there. We ran from our village and hid in the
forest. Weran and lived in our farmfield hut.

Then | went back to Shadaw and found that all my children and my wifewere sick.
Life wasvery hard there, especially for the small children, so weleft. By thenit was more
and more dangerous to go back to our old village, so | took them al with me and we hid
under the trees with five or six other families. We hid in the forest for four months.

Q: Did you have to work for the army in Shadaw?

A: | did not live in Shadaw for along time so | wasn't forced to work, but the others were
forced towork alot. | just went back to my village so | didn't work for them. My family
didn't have enough food because we had |eft most of it behind. | didn't find any food in
Shadaw, | just tried to get some from where we had hidden it before. Even my house
materialsand belongingswereleft behindinthevillage. Inmy village| left alot of livestock
and other thingsaswell. When | escaped it waswithout permission. The Burmese soldiers
didn’t stop usfrom going out because they could not feed the people any more, so we went
in and out. | went to my village but there were no people there any more, and then | just
lived in hiding outside the village. | don’t have any education, so it was difficult for me to
know what to do for our future.

Q: How did you come here?
A: Wehidinthe forest for along time. The old men said that we would die of mosguito
bites and disease. There were no medicines, and some died. Some could walk but some
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could not, they just hidintheforest. Itisdifficulttolivehiddenintheforest. Thenweleft;
the people who could walk went first and waited in front while the people who could not
walk tried to follow. | tried to find some soldiersto guide us, and eventually along the way
we found some Karenni soldiersin afield. When we met them we asked them to guide us
along the way.

That was during the tenth month [October 1996], and the Burmese soldiers shot at
uswhile we were escaping. That waswhen Si Reh and Ei Reh [both men] were shot dead.
We were escaping together with them. | think four people died at that time, two villagers
and two Karenni soldiers. They died because they went on ahead. Another villager was
wounded and we carried him. Thosewho werekilled were Si Reh, he wasfrom Daw Kraw
Aw, and Ei Reh from Daw Bo Loh. One of the soldierskilled was Mi Reh from Daw Kraw
Aw. | don’'t know the name of the other one. He wasfrom Brigade 2, Column 1. Theman
who was wounded was Pleh Law, from Daw So Kyar.

Ineview 42 Arest, Forced Labor, Torture Rfugee

Name: “Sai Long”

Sex: Male

Age: 30

Ethnicity: Shan

Religion: Buddhist

Occupation Farmer

Marital Status: Married with three children

Address: xxxx village, Loikaw township, Karenni State
Date of Interview: May 1, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Sai Long” was arrested in 1994 for carrying opium and sentenced to 10 years. While
serving his sentence in Loikaw jail, he was taken as a porter early this year for SPDC
troops patrolling Karenni areas and eventually escaped.]

Q: When did you arrive here [arefugee camp] ?
A: | arrived hereon April 5. | came here because the SPDC forced meto be aporter. First
| was a prisoner in Loikaw jail, then they took me out of jail and forced me to be a porter.

Q: Why wereyouinjail?

A: | went to prison because of drugs. | didn’t want to carry opium and | never used it, but
| had to think of how | could earn aliving. | was given money to carry opium. A Chinese
paid me 500 kyat for each piece, and | carried eight pieces. | have no idea where it came
from. | carried it from Lwae Neh to Mae Aw, then from Mae Aw to Ho Murng. They didn’t
sell it in Karenni State, they were selling it to Khun Sa and they transported it there [Ho
Murng was Khun Sa's headquarters]. | was arrested on April 9, 1994 by LB 530 because
| hadn’t paid them any money. If you pay them money they don’t arrest you. [The SLORC/
SPDC charges a tax on those who independently produce or transport opium and heroin,
andif you do not pay it you arearrested.] | think you haveto pay at least a100,000 kyat, but
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the amount depends on how many piecesyou have. The moreyou carry, the moreyou have
to pay them. They arrested four people. | had atrial. | got a10 years sentence and | stayed
for four years of it. At first | had to stay in shackles for one and a half year. My seria
number there was Xxxx.

Q: How wasthelifeinjail?

A: They gave us one mess-tin-lid of riceto eat twice aday. We had enough water to drink
but we could only take a bath once every five or six days. Some of the roomswe stayed in
werebig and someweresmall. Sixty or seventy peoplewere staying in each small room. A
room for sixty was the same size as this room [about 3x6 yards] so we had to sleep on our
side [all pressed together side by side]. We went outside every day for one or two hours.
We had to go to the fields to grow vegetables for the jailers. We didn’'t get to eat those
vegetables though, and they beat some prisoners for trying to steal vegetables. U Mya
Thein was in charge of the prison.

Q: What about diseases?

A: There were many kinds of disease. Some had fever, some had skin disease, some
dysentery and some diarrhea. Some prisoners had money and when they were sick they
bought themselves medicine and took it. If people had no money they stayed sick, they
couldn’t get medicine. | saw people die. | don’t remember how many people died, but it
was more than twenty during these four years. They died because they had fever, diarrhea
and dysentery. | don’t remember their names, most of them were old men. One of them
was in for stealing abicycle.

Q: When you stayed in prison were there any women prisoners?

A: Yes, therewere 30 women. The men had enough problems[injail], and the women had
even more problems. There were also childrenin jail. Many, many children were in the
women’'sjail. Some were born in jail and some were brought as prisoners. Two children
were born in the jail, even though there is no hospital in Loikaw jail.

Q: How did you become a porter?

A: They forced meto become aporter. | had to be aporter for eight days. First we went to
Shadaw by car. Atfirst | had to carry big shells. The length was like this and the diameter
was like that [he indicated 81mm shells, which weigh 3 to 4 kg / 7 to 10 pounds each]. |
also had to carry rice and bullets. It was very heavy. The soldiers didn’t even carry their
own [personal] bags, we had to carry them. They carried only guns and equipment. There
were thirty prisoners carrying things but no villagers. In my group there were no women
but | saw older people, three or four people who were 40 or 45 yearsold. | also saw young
people, fifteen or sixteen years old. The soldiers were from No. 250 [Battalion, based in
Loikaw] and LIB 421 [based in Shan State]. There were over one hundred soldiers from
each battalion. Our group had thirty portersfor over one hundred soldiers, but | don’t know
how many porters the other group had. They didn’'t give us even one coin for that. We
didn’'t even get enough food. We got just afew handfuls of rice, the sasmeasin prison. We
didn't have enough water, we had to find whatever water we could and we couldn’t ever
take a bath.
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Q: Did the soldiers beat anybody?

A: Yes, but they didn’t beat me, they beat Aik Htun. He was 25 years old and he was a
prisoner. Hewas beaten by athree-star captain from battalion No. 250 because he couldn’t
climb the mountain. Actually he could climb the mountain, but the soldiers followed him
and beat him from behind because he could not carry things quickly enough. They beat
him on the back and on the head with abamboo stick. He waswounded and bleeding alot.
| tried to help him for one day [before he ran away himself]. They forced him to carry
things again but he could not carry anything any more, and when he couldn’'t carry the
soldiers beat him again. When we fled he wasn't dead yet but maybe he died after that.
They also beat another man, Saw Ee. They beat him on his back because he couldn’t carry
any more, because he didn’t get enough food and he was sick.

Q: When you were carrying for the army did you see any villagers?
A: No, there were no villagersleft and | didn’'t see any fighting.

Q: How did you escape?

A: Wefled down the hillside when they [the soldiers] were alittle bit far from me. Two of
us fled together, but the others didn’t come here with me. It took me over one month to
come here. We stayed on the hillsides with the Karenni [soldiers]. They treated us with
medicines because | got malariathe day that we fled, that night when we were sleeping [on
the bare ground with no blanket].

Q: What do you hope for now?

A: 1 will work, any kind of work. But | want to go back and see my children. | have three
children; the eldest wasfivein 1994, and the youngest wasn't even oneyear old at that time
[he hasn't seen them since his arrest].

Inervievd3 R ocation Liveihood ForcedLaboor, R ugee

Name: “Nyi Reh”

Sex: Male

Age: 26

Ethnicity: Kayah

Religion: Christian

Occupation Farmer

Marital Status: Married with two children, aged 1 and 3

Address: Daw Leh Davillage, Loikaw township, Karenni State
Date of Interview: May 6, 1998

Source: KHRG

[“ Nyi Reh” lived in Nwa La Bo relocation site north of Loikaw for almost two year s before
fleeing to the Thai border, where he arrived at the beginning of April 1998.]

Q: Why did you come here?
A: The SLORC army ordered my village to relocate so | |eft my village two years ago. |
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stayed for two yearsin NwaL aBo consolidation village[rel ocation site], L oikaw township.
Then | fled from there together with a friend.

Q: How many houses are there at Nwa LaBo?

A: Thereareabout 130 housesin NwaLaBo. Tenvillageswere rel ocated there; including
Thirida, Daw Mu Leh, Daw Leh Da, Daw Sar Si, Daw Klay, Ku Lay and Daw Lar Leh
villages. [Villagesin this areawere not forced to relocate in theinitial relocations because
they were spared by a SL ORC agreement with the KNPL F ceasefire group; however, SLORC
subsequently cancelled the agreement and rel ocated them anyway.] They didn’t giveenough
food to the villagers. Before they gave one pyi [about 2 kg of rice] each and we could eat
it for three days. Thenthey gave one pyi aweek for one person. They gave abit of salt but
they didn’'t give oil, beans or soap. They gaveonly riceand salt. But they gave usachance
to find some more rice - they would let us farm outside the camp, but we had to pay for a
ticket to get out. Eachticket cost 50 kyat. Thenif they heard any strange news, for example,
newsthat the rebelswere close by, they wouldn’t allow us out. Sowe couldn’t go out to the
fields and the paddy crop was destroyed. We could buy rice but it was very expensive: 100
kyat for one pyi. At first they had checkpoints but not any longer, and they never built a
fence around the camp, so it was actually easy to go out and comein.

Q: Wasthere ahospital there?

A: They had ahospital but if you didn’t give them money they wouldn’t treat you. Some
people died because they wouldn't treat them. Intwo years| saw three patientsdie, oneold
man and two children. They got sick and they died.

Q: Did you have a chance to worship in NwaLaBo?

A: They built a Buddhist monastery but they didn’t give permission to build a Christian
church sowe couldn’t build one, and the Christians had no chance to worship [many Karenni
are Roman Catholic]. The army aso destroyed the Christian church in my village because
of the[local SLORC] chairman HlaWin. Now heis not chairman any more, he joined the
Military Intelligence. But they do have a school in Nwa La Bo.

Q: Did you haveto do any work for the SPDC?

A: Sometimes they made us do forced labor in the Army plantation between Nwa La Bo
village and Chet Kae village, over one hour’swalk away. Infantry Battalion No. 54 came
and took us on trucks. They forced us to carry things, dig the earth and do other things.
They forced us to work like that three or four times a month. The soldiers said that they
were planting vegetables for the refugees [the people in the relocation sites] but we never
got any of them.

Q: Did they arrest [SLORC] soldiers who ran away?

A: Yes, they arrested their soldiers who escaped, but they didn’t arrest those who left the
KNPP as long as they joined the KNDA, the ones with the dragon badges. They forced
them [the ex-KNPP soldiers] aswell asvillagersto become KNDA. If thevillagersobeyed
and became KNDA they didn’t arrest them, but if they wouldn’t become KNDA they arrested
them and sent them to prison. [SLORC/SPDC demands some kind of quota of KNDA
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recruitsfrom among thevillagers.] | joined the KNDA because they came and forced meto
become KNDA. If my father had been staying with us| wouldn’t have gone [one man from
their house had to go, so his father would have gone]. But only my mother and my sister
were staying in our house, so | had to go because | was afraid. When | stayed with the
KNDA | didn’t do anything for them. | just stayed in the Army camp beside Daw Leh Ku
village, between Tee Ku Leh and Daw Leh Ku. They gave mean AK [AK47 assault rifle],
and | had to carry that. Before | went there I’ d heard that there were four hundred soldiers
in the KNDA, but when | arrived there | saw only a hundred. The Burmese control them
completely. Wherever they go the Burmese follow them.

Q: How did you flee from NwaLaBo?

A: | fled NwalLaBo at night, | don’t know what timeit was. | fled suddenly, and my wife
and children didn’t come with me. | fled with one friend. | fled to D-—, then to K— and
then acrossto thisplace. It took melessthan one month to come here, sixteen or seventeen
days. | saw them [SPDC soldiers], but | ran away when | saw them. They didn’t catch us
and they didn’t shoot at me.

Q: What is the difference between Nwa La Bo camp and the refugee camp?

A: InLoikaw, a NwalLaBo, they didn’t give enough rice, but in the refugee camp we get
rice, oil, salt, chilies, beans, blankets, mosquito nets, mats, and treatment for sick people.
So now | will stay hereand work. My wifeand my two childrenwill arrive soon. They will
arrive here with other people from Nwa La Bo. | will build a house and stay with my
family. | don’t want to go back to Loikaw, | will stay here.

Ineviet R”ligon RAacai,

Name: Ashin Wanna Thiri

Age: 23 (2-year-monkhood)

Address: Hway Yo Monastery, Pin Lon township, Shan State
Date of Interview: May 22, 1998

Place of Interview: Thai-Burma border

Source: ABYMU

My nameisAshin WannaThiri and | have had two yearsin monkshood. | wasfrom
Hway Yo monastery, Pin Lon township Shan State. On March 2, 1998, my monastery was
destroyed by the SPDC troop. On that day, troopsfrom LIB 517 based in Mai Pun township,
Shan State arrived to my village. They were led by Captain Aye Ko. First they told the
villagers to move from the village and that the village would be destroyed. The villagers
cried and pleaded not to be moved. The soldiers said it was an order given from their
superior and they must obey the order assigned to them. The soldiers also told that the
monastery must be destroyed too. There were about 20 monksresiding at the monastery at
that time. The soldiers were so rude and they did not listen to our request. They allegedly
accused us of having contact with the ethnic armed group, working political activities and
giving support to the armed groups. Actually, no one from the village had any contact with
the armed group as their base was far from our village.
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The village has had experience of human rights abuses by the SPDC troops for a
long time. The soldiersfrom SPDC looted the bel ongings of thevillagers, forced thevillagers
to do unpaid jobs and demanded money from the villagers whenever they came to the
village. People never like them due to their abuses against the civilians, but no one dare
speak out how they feel.

Let me return to the event of forcible removal of our village. When the villagers
did not obey the order to destroy the village, the soldiers used very rude words and beat the
villagers. About 30 villagerswere beaten for not obeying the order. Then the soldiersbegan
destroying the whole village. At last, the villagers had to collect their personal belongings
from the houses while the soldiers were destroying. | can still remember the event now. It
was like a hell and doomsday of the universe. People were running around and crying.
Finally the whole village was destroyed and burnt down. The soldiers also looted whatever
they wanted from the escaping villagers.

Our village was not the only village ordered to move. There were other villages
faced the same situation. | know some name: Wan tai village and Kon Pat village. All had
to run away. Our monk also had to move out from the villages.

We had no idea where to settle down after our whole village was destroyed. Some
moved to the nearby town, some hid in the jungle and some fled to Thai-Burma border. |
decided to go along with other people who were heading for the Thai border. It took for me
six days on foot to get here. There were other five monks with me. Because it was during
therainy season, the route wasvery difficult to take. We had to cross many streamsincluding
the Salween River.

Inteviends Qild Totue Rfugee

Name: Withheld

Age 15

Ethnicity: Burman

Religion: Buddhist

Education: Second Standard

Address: North Okkalapa, Rangoon

Date of joining the army: 1998

Rank: Private

Date of desertion: November 14, 1998 at Htaw Ma Pyo, near Ratchaburi Province,
Thailand

Date of Interview: November 27, 1998

Source: HRDU

| was born in Payagong, Pegu. | attended the primary school there and when |
passed second standard my family moved to Rangoon and then | quit school and never
attended school again. | used to help my mother selling thingsin the shop.

Onenightin 1998 when | wasin North Oakkalapa, | went to watch afestival (Pwe)
and when it finished | prepared to go back home. | looked for my colleaguesto come along
with me. When | was looking for them, three men called me. One wore an army uniform
and the otherswerein ordinary clothes. When | came up to them they took me to ateashop.
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They tried to persuade meto join the army. | refused to join and they started asking me to
show them my ID card, but | did not haveit, so they threatened me that | would be sent to
jail, because | did not have the card. They told methat if | joined the army | would not be
sent to jail. | was afraid to go to jail and started to follow them. | learned later that night
there were ten people stopped by the army and forced to join the army.

That night | was sent to Minggladon military camp, and | stayed there nearly a
month. Then | wassent to No. 12 Divisional Training Central in Mergui for military training.
| was under thetraining for four months. There were 120 men at that training camp. During
training | saw many soldiers who were younger than | was. Some were just only 11 or 12
yearsold.

During thetraining in the morning we had to do somework inthe camp like cutting
grass, collecting wood, carrying water and do other jobs. In the evening we started our
training. Old men and young men had to do the same. When the old men had to carry, for
example a 12 kilogram pack we young boys also had to do the same. They said it was
because we received the equal amount in salary.

After the training | was sent to LIB 433 camp. | stayed in the battalion for one
month and we had to go to aborder camp. Wejoined up with acolumn led by Captain Aung
Min Oo and came to the border. We brought 60 porters with us. | have learned that four
porters were shot dead because they could not carry their loads any longer. | carried one G-
4 rifle and 200 cartridges, two sets of army uniforms and my other clothes along. My
company was No.1in LIB 433 headed by Captain Aung Kaing Lynn. We arrived at Htaw
Ma Pyo on the border and stationed there.

Not long after arriving at that camp, | ran away. | ran away when | went out to shoot
a bird with the sling shot near the camp. | looked down to the foot of the mountain inside
Thailand and | saw people and acar in afar distance. | decided to run away and, if | got a
chance to work in Thailand and got some money, | would find a way to go back to my
homeland. | have not been happy since | was forced to join the army. | have always felt
homesick.

When we were in Htaw Ma Pyo camp, our officerstold us not to desert. They said
that if we ran away to Thailand the Thai army would arrest us and give us to the Ngapway
(the Karen revolution army), and the Ngapway would cut off our heads. M ost of the soldiers
are not happy in the army and want to run away but are afraid that they will be captured and
killed. From thetime our column was set up to thetime | ran away, therewere eight soldiers
who ran away. Two were recaptured, sent back to the HQ and jailed.

After | ran away, | met Burmese villagers working in Thailand and they helped me
by trying to look for work for me. Unfortunately Thai businessmen said that | was too
young to work for them. Later | followed some villagers from the refugee camp and stayed
there for aweek. After that, a Thai officer in the camp picked me up and sent me to a Thai
army camp. Later they sent meto the KNLA in the jungle. The KNLA did not kill me and
now | am staying with them. My greatest suffering is missing my parents and wanting to go
back to my home.

Ineviende RY ocati any ForoedLabor, Kiling Rfugee
Name Lee Reh
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Sex: Male

Age 54

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Animist

Marital status Married with six children

Address: Thanaw Kalu village, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: January 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand

Source: HRDU

Last three years ago, the SPDC sent aletter to our village ordering us all to move
out. Our village had 30 households and a population over 100 people. We did not want to
move but we were forced to move against our will. None of uswanted to move because we
did not want to leave our farms, houses, animals and belongings behind. But we had no
choice, we weretold that we would be shot dead and the village would be burnt down if we
failed to go. The troopswould kill everyone found in the region after their deadline asthey
would consider them supportersor sympathizers of ethnic armed groups. Finally we decided
to hide in the forest nearby. We chose to do that because we did not want to live in Shadaw
camp which was like a prison to us people who live up in the hills and love freedom.

All the villagers hid in the forest nearby. It was not peaceful living like that. We
awayslived in fear of the troops. We hid in the deep forest or near our farms. We took the
paddy with us for food and brought more from the fields when we were short of food. We
always moved around in the region to avoid meeting the military. When we went back to
our village after aweek, we found out that the entire village was burnt down. We did not
know who burnt it but wewere sureit wasthe Burmesetroops. We went back to our hiding
place and kept on hiding.

When we heard that troops were approaching our hiding place we ran away. It
happened several times while we were hiding. Fortunately, the military did not find our
places but | met them once while we were harvesting our land. The soldiers arrived and
started shooting at us. Nobody was hit but we all ran away. When we returned, the soldiers
had burnt our entire paddy in the fields including our farm huts. Everything had gone.

| did not hear of any killing by the military while we were hiding and moving
around in the region. People ran away and hid as soon as they heard the soldiers were
coming to the region. Some were shot at but narrowly escaped.

Our health when hiding was so terrible. Many people got sick and died afterwards.
Many children and old people died of diarrhea. In my group of 100 people hiding in one
place, there were five old people and ten children who died of diarrheain two years. We
only had herbal medicines. My wife died in thefirst year after hiding in the jungle. Shewas
sick with some unknown disease and one of my children died of diarrheain July 1998.

If we could find a place to plant, we were able to work in the hills. But in such a
dangerous situation, we could not work peacefully. We were always insecure and worried
about the soldiers coming. We had to cultivate a small piece of land in one place here and
therein order to avoid being found by the soldiers. It was hard to work in different places.
The harvest wasworse thisyear (1998). We could not grow enough for ourselves. We could
hardly earn enough. We took arisk going to a Shan village and sold our cattle last year and
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bought the paddy for next harvest. But there has been an intensive military activity in the
region since the last rainy season. We did not dare go and buy the paddy for cultivation any
more. Now troops are moving around in the region. We had been eating only boiled rice
and salt for along time.

| did not want livelikethat so | decided to find a better way to escape from all that.
| would dieif | continued to live like that. | took my children with me when | saw some
people were heading for Thailand. They passed through our place and | asked them where
they were going. Some other people from my group aso moved to the Shan border to ook
for a job then. When we arrived at the Salween River bank, the number of people had
grown to many more. They were people from different placesin Karenni and Shan States.
It took us aweek to get here.

| hopethe situation herewill be better than back home. | had never heard of refugee
campsin Thailand until | got here. Asfar as| can seeg, it isvery good here. | don’t dare go
back to the place | lived. | don't want to be killed by the troops. | hope more of our people
are coming soon.

Interviends: R ocetion, Live i hood

Name Nar Reh

Sex: Male

Age: 50

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Animist

Marital status Married with four children
Address: Kaleh Lavillage, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: January , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

Three years ago, the SPDC sent aletter to our village ordering usto move out. Our
village had 15 households and the population was around 70 people. We did not want to
move but we were forced to move against our will. None of uswanted to move because we
did not want to leave our fields, houses, animals and belongings behind. We all knew that
the life in the concentration camp would be worse than living in the village as there were
many troops nearby in Shadaw camp. It would be unavoidable to work asforced laborers or
porters while living in the camp. My relatives in Shadaw also informed us that the camps
were already crowded and there was an insufficient supply of water. But we did not have a
choice, we weretold that we would be shot dead and the village would be burnt down if we
failed to go. The troopswould kill everyone found in the region after their deadline asthey
would consider them supporters or sympathizers of the armed ethnic groups.

Only two families moved to Shadaw while the rest either moved to Lu Moon Soe
in Mauk Mae township, Shan State, or hid in the jungle nearby the village. At first we
thought that living in the jungle would be better than moving to therelocation site. However,
life when hiding in the jungle was not so easy. In thefirst year, we were able to go back to
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our village secretly and bring out the food we had hidden before we moved into the jungle.
We went back and brought out as much food aswe could and ateit. We could not carry it al
at one time. It was very frightening and dangerous to go back to the village because we
might meet the military in the region. We had to inquire about the presence of troops before
we went back to bring out our food. We would be shot without question if we were found
by the military.

After staying in the jungle for about one year, it became impossible to go back and
bring out food from the village as before. The military burnt down the entire village in
1997. There was no more food |eft there. Also we could not settle down and work in the
hills in one place due to the constant fear of the military. So we decided to move to Lu
Moon Soe village in Mauk Mae township, Shan State.

Thisvillagewasnot in thelist of those being forcibly relocated by the military. Itis
situated on the border of Karenni and Shan State. But the villagers lived in a constant fear
of military harassment. Whenever troops came to the village, the soldiers looted whatever
they wanted. The soldiers also destroyed the houses, killed the animals and rounded up the
villagers to be porters. The villagers had to run away when the military came into the
village to escape being used as porters.

Living in the new village was not so good, too. We did not have a good harvest as
the land was not good for cultivation. The whole village suffered from lack of food. People
were starving. More people aso arrived from other villages even though living there was
not good. Most were Karenni villagers from Kyu Lae, Ka Lae Laand Darida villages who
had hid in the jungle like us before. They had hid in the jungle since their villages were
ordered to move to Shadaw camp in 1996. Due to the increasing difficulties in the jungle,
they moved to the villages on the border of Karenni and Shan states.

Asl told you, wewereliving on thisborder, and in fear of harassment by the troops
both from the Shan State and Karenni areas. Troops from Division 55 based in Se-son
township, Shan State always came aswell as sometroopsfrom Loikaw, Karenni and forced
people to work as porters. When the troops entered the village or we heard they were
coming, we al ran away. | was rounded up with two other villagers by the Burmese troops
in 1998 March. They caught uswhilewe are running away fromthem. They beat uson our
backs with bamboo sticks and ordered us to carry the shells for them. They told us they
would kill al three of usif wetried to escape. We did not dare run away after that threat. It
was a mobile military column in the region. We were ordered to carry the shells and
ammunition on our backs. | myself carried six 57" motor shells. It was very heavy for us.
We went along with the troops to the Pun River. We carried these heavy loadsfor five days.
My back was torn and bruised. There was no beating physically, but we were verbally
abused al theway. Thefood given was not much, avery small amount of food was given
twice aday. It was only rice and chilis. | did not dare ask for more food as the soldiers
would torture us. After five days of working as porters, we were rel eased.

Since 1998, there has been more intensive military activity in the area where my
villageis situated. That made us more miserable both by day and night. We could not stay

without fear of being conscripted as porters. Also earning our living had become difficult
for us. Therefore, | decided to cometo the Thai border. Altogether seven households, about

25 persons, left the village the same day. Most were people who had moved to Lu Moon
Soe from other villages. The other villagers would also like to leave the village but it was
very difficult for them to abandon their fields and other property. We met more people
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when we arrived at the Salween River. We did not expect to see so many people and | was
shocked to see as many people asthose. Therewere about 400in all. Wewalked as quickly
aswe could, because we were afraid that the Burmese troops would follow us. We walked
eight daysto get to the border. Many people, mostly children and old people, got sick on the
way. Most suffered from diarrhea and exhaustion. Fortunately, nobody died.

Inervienvd8 R ocation Livdihood Vighen

Name Taw Reh

Sex: Male

Age: 52

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Animist

Marital status Married with six children
Address: Par Law village, Loikaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: January, 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

Villages between Loikaw and the Pon river were relocated to my village in 1996.
Since then, the living situation has become worse and military activities have doubled in
the region. Before the moving order, villagers in my village had no problem for aliving,
They could manage to earn enough for their families. The villagers who were relocated
from other villageswere not provided with anything by the military. The military only gave
aplot of land 50 ft x 50 ft. People had to collect bamboo and wood for building their own
houses. When they did not have enough rice, they boiled the little they had and shared it
among family members. Some could get help from relativesif they had any in the village.
Therewas no clinic in the village, so many became sick. After the villagers from Daw Saw
Kyu, Saw Se, Daw Ta Yoke and other villages moved to my village, we did not earn enough
to live. Also we suffered from many abuses by the increasing presence of the military.

Villagers were ordered to build up fences both for the village and the military
outpost. Thirty to forty soldiers were stationed at the outpost inside the village. They were
from LIB 72. There were to be two fences for the village and we had to plant sharpened
bamboo sticks around each fence, which was six feet high. Each fence was six feet high.
One person from each househol d had to work on thistask in rotation. The military’sdemand
for labor became greater in1998. We were ordered to work for the military outpost and
guard thevillage at night for security. Each night two villagers were ordered to be on sentry
duty. Five others were required to work at the outpost every day in the daytime. They were
orderedto collect firewood, fetch water and clean the camp. The troops ordered the villagers
to fetch water using their ox-carts at least five timesin aday. It became more difficult in
hot season when water was very scarce. If men were not available, women had to go and
work. On average, my family had to supply labor work four times a month in 1998.

Thetroops ordered usto build three gatesfor the village. No onewas allowed to go
in or out between 6 p.m. and 6 am. The gates were closed during that time. Villagers were
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only allowed to go out in the daytime. It made it difficult for the villagers to work on their
lands, which mostly lay outside the village. If a person from another village came to our
village he was required to leave our village before 6 p.m. If he wanted to stay overnight in
thevillage, hewas required to report to the village authorities. If hefailed to report and was
found out by the authorities, the authorities would fine him 500 kyat and his host 1,000
kyat.

The troops at the outpost were very bad. They stole chickens and pigs from the
villagers. They did not care even if we built afence around our house, they just entered and
took anything they wanted. When we complained they said they would give usmoney |ater
but never we got any. | did not hear of any killing or beating of the villagers by the troops.

| was rounded up and tortured by the SPDC troopsin April 1998. | was accused of
having relatives in the KNPP army. The soldiers said they received information about my
relatives in the KNPP army, which was entirely false. | do not have any relatives in the
KNPP army. The soldiersfirst came to my home and called out my name. When | came out
the soldiers started beating me. They kicked me with their military boots all over my body.
| knew they werefrom LI1B72 and led by a captain whose name | did not know. Whilethey
were beating me, ancther five or six soldiers arrived at my home with my son-in-law from
another ward. My son-in-law had his hands tied behind his back. When | saw him, hisface
was bloody and he had bruises on his eyes. Neither of us knew the reason why we were
being treated like that. L ater we both were taken outside the village. My handsweretied on
theway. The soldiers kept beating my head and other parts of my body with awooden stick
al theway. | had a cut on my head and blood was running down.

When we arrived outside of the village, the soldiers forced both of us to kneel
down while our hands were tied behind. The officer inserted the barrel of apistol into my
mouth and threatened to kill me right away. He told me “ | will kill both of you and then
your wives aswell.” He asked if we had relatives in the KNPP army and where they were
now. He slashed to my face many times. Then he ordered the soldiers to untie our hands,
and told us to dig a pit. He said it was for both of usto be buried alive. We were scared to
face that fate. Our bodies were shaking with fear. My son-in-law was crying while he was
digging the pit. He pleaded with the officer not to kill usaswe did not have any relativesin
the KNPP. The officer paid no attention to his plea. The soldiers hit him on the nape of his
neck and shouted at him to stop speaking. After we finished the officer forced us to jump
into the pit and lay down. We thought we would die soon. The pit was wide enough for one
person to lay down, so my son-in-law was under my body. All | could do was close my eyes
and pray. However, the officer changed his mind and ordered us to come out from the pit.
| did not know why he changed his mind, but | think the gods loved us and saved us.

We were taken back to the village after the soldier had tied our hands behind our
backs again. They took usto the primary school. While our hands were still tied behind us,
the soldiers poured buckets of water over our heads. One bucket after another came down
until we fell down on the ground. One soldier hit my head and others hit my face and nose
with their bare hands. Then the officer ordered the soldiers to detain us in a house near the
school. My hearing has not been normal since that beating. We were detained at the house
one night and released the next day. The troops killed three pigs while they were staying in
thevillage. | wasin bed for one month to recover from these tortures. | am still frightened
of being treated like that again.
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It was the last time | have been tortured physically, but much harassment tortured
me mentally. The soldiers came to my house and checked on me. If they did not find me at
home, they questioned all my family about where | was. They left a message for me to
report to them as soon as | got back home. | felt | was constantly watched and harassed. |
did not feel happy and comfortable living like that.

Seventeen of us came to Thailand together from the village. We did not dare tell
many people we were leaving because we were afraid the news would leak out. We met
other people on the way and joined them. It took ten days to get here.

| do not dare go back to my village. The military will find out that our family is
missing from thevillage. They will definitely kill al of usif we go back to thevillage. | feel
safer here, and better.

Inerview 40 Rdocation Whan, Gild Arest, Kiling Toatue

For ced Labor
Name Withheld
Sex: Male
Age: Not-stated
Ethnicity: Karenni
Occupation: farmer
Religion: Animist
Marital status married with children
Address: Withheld
Date of interview: January, 1999
Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

Our village had to move to Chee Paw Klo village in the middle of 1996. All the
villagesin our village tract were ordered to move there. Living conditionsin the new place
was not good and we did not want to move there. However, we had to do as we were
ordered. The SPDC troops would have killed us if they found usin our village after their
deadline. For thefirst month after we arrived at the new site, wewere given fivetins of rice
each to last for aweek but that was not enough.

Assoon aswe arrived at the new site, we were ordered to provide forced labor by
the SPDC troops. They ordered usto build fences six feet high around their military barracks.
Also they ordered a fence to be built in a two-mile-radius around the relocation site. The
soldiers were from LIB 428. Around 30 soldiers were stationed at Chee Paw Klo village.

There are 16 wardsin the rel ocation site. The population was around 3,000 people.
They were from Chee Paw Klo village tract, Daw Ku villagetract and Gaylier village tract.
Each household had to provide one person each for one day a week to do forced labor.

In February 1998, five personsfrom each ward in the rel ocation site were summoned
to work on the motor road renovation between Demozaw and Daw Tamagi. In rotation, one
person from each household had to go for one week to work on the road. The road was 29
mileslong. The military provided trucks to transport the people from the relocation site to
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the road site. The trucks arrived early in the morning and took 80 persons to the work site.
People had to bring their own food and tools for working. | have personally worked on that
renovation. | worked ten timesin 1998 on this project as| wasthe only able-bodied manin
my family. We were ordered to level the ground for laying the road, to collect stones and
sand and to dig trenches around the motor road. The troops demanded five persons from
each ward regardless of sex. | saw young girls and old people working there with other
workers. Theroad constructionisstill going on. If we had money to find a substitute for the
work guota, we could avoid going and working there. It would cost 100 kyat aday to hirea
substitute that was quiteimpossible for usto find. The working conditions on the work site
were so bad. Wewere not allowed to rest during the entire day except at lunchtime. Soldiers
from LIB 428 and 530 were guarding us while the people were working at the work site. If
they found someone taking arest, they shouted very rude words like “ You fucking Kayah
are lazy and do not want to work hard.” They also said “ This road is for you and you have
towork hard.” | did not understand why they said thisroad was for us as we never usethis
inland road for ourselves. Only the military use the road for their military supplies.

In March weweretold to move back to Daw Law Khu villagetrack near the military
headquarters of Loikaw. We were happy to return to our own area and thought we could
escape from forced labor demanded by the military. However, we were the driven into a
worse situation involving forced labor and economic hardship. There were both SPDC and
Naga (aKarenni splinter group) guarding the region. We had to work and pay taxesto both,
sometimes for the joint columns of both as well. There was a checkpoint near our village
and run by the Naga. The Nagatroops|evied ten kyat for each tin of corn, paddy or peanuts
traded into the village. Asthe harvest was not good because of constant demands of forced
labor and drought, and most of our villagersrelied on trade goods. Increasing taxation has
caused the people to suffer more starvation. The troops did not allow us to buy more than
one basket of rice from outside the village. If you traded more the one basket of rice, you
are alowed to take only one basket and the rest would be taken away by the soldiers. They
would later give you aration of rice that was one basket per week.

Villagerswere summoned to work at the Naga base near the village. That was once
or twice aweek. The village headman had to collect the people to do the work. They were
ordered to repair the fence, collect wood and water, work in the vegetable fields and do
other odd jobsin the camp. My wife had to go and work there when | was working on other
forced labor tasks in other places.

LIB 427 forcibly confiscated over 20,000 acres of land at Kan Khunit Sint, in
Ngwe Taung in 1997. In April 1998, two personswere assigned to work on six plots of land
to plough summer paddy. Not only did people have to plough the land, but also they had to
dig channels for the water supply from Chee Paw Klo to Ngwe Taung that was two miles
far. | wasamong the laborersforced to work on this summer paddy project. | worked eight
days at a time and had to work there three times. Some people had oxen so it was not
difficult for them to plough by cart. But for me it was very hard to work.

In May, one person from each household had to work one week at Nam Khom
Lake that was 15 miles away from my village. Around 400 villagers from Ngwe Taung,
Daw Talaw Du and Chee Paw Klo all had to go and prepare for paddy cultivation near the
lake. This was ordered by the SPDC troops from Ngwe Taung.

In June 1998, our ward was given 30 acres of land in the Daw Law Khaw area by
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themilitary and required to cultivate green beans. Only theland and bean seedswere provided
and we had to spend all our time working at this. The troops from L1B 427 told us that all
the benefit would be for the military and we had to pay back the cost of the seed after the
harvest. It was not agood harvest and we were all forced to pay compensation for the seeds
given to usfor cultivation. Each household was charged 400 kyat for compensation to the
LIB 427 after the harvest. Around 30 cattle were shot because they trespassed onto the
planted fields. No compensation was paid to the villagers for killing their cattle.

In addition to the increasing demand of forced labor, there was a threat to our
livelihood. On November 2, 1998, about 20 soldiers from Naga and 80 soldiers from L1B
102 arrived at our village. It was ajoint military column of the Nagaand the SPDC. It was
in the morning. The soldiers rounded up all the villagers and gathered them in front of the
primary school. The soldiers singled out three villagers, including me. The other two were
Htoo Reh, 40 years old and Ngo Rei, 38 years old. The troops accused us of being in
communication with the KNPP. The military officer named Captain Ngwe Thein kicked
our heads with his military boots. Other soldiers grabbed our hair and smashed into our
faces with their bare hands. The officer asked, “Would you like to be killed or will you tell
us about the troops?’ We did not have any communication with the KNPP and we said that
wewerejust civilians. They kept treating uslikethat for two hourswhile the other villagers
were forced to stay in front of the school. Our hands were tied on our backs and we were
left under the sun for the whole day. No food or water was provided. At night, a military
truck arrived at our village and the soldiers took the three of usto IB54 in Loikaw. The
soldiersalso took other malevillagers from my village and from Daw TaKale, Daw Tanaw
and Daw Puto Loikaw. | did not know how many of them at that time. We all were detained
inthe LIB54 base.

On the next day, M1.27 came and took meto their headquarters. They accused me
of providing food to KNPP soldiers. Thirteen peoplein one group wereinterrogated without
rest. They smashed my face and beat my body with wooden sticks. They grabbed my hair
and hit my face with their sandals. It went on the whole day. When | could not stand up or
sit, they carried my body and threw me into a water tank in the room. They put my face
down in the water and held it there several times. | could not remember how many times
they did that. | got dizzy and almost lost consciousness. After that, they forced meto do sit-
ups and stand-ups 400 times. When | could not do as they ordered, the beat my back with
wooden sticks. They also inserted wires into my ears on both sides and gave me electric
shocks so | lost consciousness. When | came to, | was naked and they were still with me.
They gave me electric shocks again. They also burnt my genitals. They also covered my
face with a plastic bag and made me almost suffocate. They forced me to kneel on the
pebbles and when | could not sit any more because it was so painful, they beat me all over
my body, again and again. No water or food was given for one day and one night. | was
taken back to IB54 after that.

When | got back there, the soldiers gave merice but | could not eat and | could not
even move properly. | slept on the floor almost al the time. Villagers from my village and
from other villageswerein the same barracks as me. The M| singled out some people every
day and when they came back they had been badly tortured. | spent 15 daysin the IB54
base. Every day the MI took some people and tortured. All of us were interrogated and
tortured. After 15 days, we were taken to M1.27 office. We all had our photographs taken
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and records kept. Twelve peoplewere sent to L oikaw Prison for allegedly having connections
with armed groups. They were charged under criminal act 17(a), | think. They were U
Htoo Rel (50 yearsold), U Do Rel (35 yearsold), U Baw Rei (40 yearsold), U Pho Rei (45
yearsold), U Po Rel (40 years old), Maung Klaw Rei (30 years old), Maung Shar Rei (20
yearsold), U KhuRei, U PhaRel (35 year old), U NgaRei, Ngo Rel (54 yearsold) and one
whose name | do not remember. The MI warned me that it would be my responsibility if
something happened in the region. | was required to sign an agreement saying that | would
behave myself after my release. Altogether 132 villagers were released on December 4.

When we got back, we found out that most of our belongings were destroyed or
taken. | did not want to stay in the village and was afraid that | would be arrested again. |
decided to |eave the village. Fourteen villagersfrom Daw Pu, Daw Pe and my village came
here together. It took twenty daysto get here. When we arrived to the Pon River, the water
was so strong we did not dare crossit. We did not eat food for two days during the journey.
My niece could not walk well after one week as she was so tired. | arrived at the camp on
January 31, 1999.

| am still not feeling well. | stayed at my friends' housein the camp. | can't walk as
much as before and easily get tired. My hearing is not good, too. | get chest pains when |
dleep. | think it is because of the treatment | received during the interrogation.

Inerviend) R ocation, Forced Labor, Viden, Torture

Name Mel Rei

Sex: Male

Age: 30

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: farmer

Religion: Animist

Marital status Married with two children
Address: Daw Soe Savillage, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: February , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

| arrived here on January 31, 1998 together with over 400 refugees from al over
the Karenni region.

My village was ordered to move to Shadaw in 1996. When we moved, there were
over 1,000 people living in the very small area outside Shadaw. Nothing was provided by
themilitary. We had to build our own houses ourselves. I n the beginning we ate the food we
carried from our village, but when all that food was gone, we had to collect vegetablesfrom
nearby.

From 1996 to just before | |eft to come here at the end of 1998, people in the
relocation camp were required to work for forced labor projects. Since January 1998, we
have been ordered to work on the renovation of Loikaw-Pon River-Shadaw motor road.
One person from each household was collected and forced to work. The men had to crush
rocks and the women had to carry the rocks to the road renovation site. We had to go for
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four days at atime and work there once afortnight. Nobody dared refuse to go, becausethe
military said we would be harshly punished if we failed to work as necessary.

There was also forced labor at the LIB 428 base for usin 1998. One person from
each household had to go and work at the military camp for aday. That happened twice a
month. If there was no male who could go and work as required, children over 12 yearsold
had to go in substitution. Even awidow had to go if her household was assigned. She had to
leave her young children left behind. People had to do all the odd jobs at the military base,
such as repairing fences, digging trenches and collecting water and firewood. | personally
have worked there. Though | was not beaten up by the soldiers, | have seen many beatings
of the villagers by the soldiers. Say Rei, a 28-year-old Karenni villager, was beaten by the
soldiers when he could not work well. It wasin March 1998. He was kicked with military
boots on hisback and he fell down on the ground. The soldierskicked him again on hislegs
when he lay on the ground. He could not stand up again right away because of the painin
hislegs. Those who were sick and weak also had to do thismanual work. Beating wasvery
common.

In 1999 January just beforel came here, wewereforced to work on the construction
of new military base of LIB 311 in Shadaw. We had to bring our own food and toolsto work
there for three days. On the day we had to go, the village headman could not collect the
number of people asit was required. The soldiers came and found out that we still needed
more people. The soldiersforced the village headman to sit under the scorching sun for two
hours. They ordered him to collect the number of peoplethey later required. They alsotold
usthat we would al face the same fate as our village headman if we failed to provide labor
in the future. When we went there to work, we were ordered to dig trenches, build fences
and sharpen the bamboo to plant them around the fence.

| was used as a porter in December 1997. It wasfor acolumn from L1B 511. Three
wardsin the rel ocation camps had to provide three peopleto porter for them. | was on of the
three people. We had to carry things that were very heavy. It took three daysfor usto walk
between Shadaw and Tatamaw. | was beaten while | was working as a porter. The soldiers
asked the short way to Tatamaw. | actually did not know one, so | said | did not know. The
soldiers shouted “You Kayah did not know anything and you're idiots’ and beat me with
rifle butts on my head. An officer also came and hit into my face again and again. Only one
meal was provided a day and only when there was food left after the soldiers had their
dinner.

| was detained awhilein July 1998. | came back from another house in my village
for atraditional ceremony that could only be held at night. | met soldiersfrom LIB 428 on
my way back who were patrolling the camp. The soldiers accused me, saying | was coming
from ameeting with the KNPP, and beat me all over my body. They took meto the detention
cellsin the camp and put me in the stocks. The next day, other village headmen came and
guaranteed my innocence and the soldiers released me.

| did not want to stay under these circum stances and decided to leave for Thailand.
When wefirst left we were about 50 peopl e, but we met morefrom Daw Le Khu, Daw Naw
Bu and Daw Ei Thaw on the way. It took ten days to get here. Mostly children could not
walk and were sick. One woman from Ta Say Bu village gave birth on the way. Shewas a
38-year-old Karenni woman. Other women helped her. No medicine was available. She
received medical assistance only after she got here. Some are still under medication from
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their illnesses. Currently | am staying with my family at the nursery school provided by the
camp authorities. | will build my own house soon, | hope.

Inerviensl R ocaion Arest, Tartue

Name Saw Lee Mon

Sex: Male

Age 28

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Baptist

Marital status Single

Address: Daw TaHill village, Disakha village track, Loikaw township,
Karenni

Date of interview: February, 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand

Source: HRDU

I left my village on January 3, 1999 and arrived herein January 16. Our village has
never been ordered to relocate. However, we had been ordered to do many types of forced
labor and act as unpaid porters. This has increased recently and that's why | decided to
come here.

| was taken as a porter in October 1998 by the SPDC Column 7 from Phe Khone
township. The troops came to my village and stationed an outpost there. The troops later
called the village headman and demanded six villagers to aet as guides for the mobile
column in theregion. If he failed to provide all the people, he would have to go himself as
well. Hewas not ableto collect the six people as required, so he was put in the stocks. His
nameisEl LeKhee, 40 years old Baptist Karenni. He was detained for 24 hours and troops
demanded 1,500 kyat and 15 viss of meat as ransom. The village was not able to give the
money required. The next day, the troops entered the village and arrested people at random.
| was rounded up while | was hiding in my house. Altogether six people were rounded but
five managed to escape on the first day. | worked with the administration section of the
column so | could not escape. There were eight people from Kuu Na village, seven from
Wah Khike village and four from Paya Phyu village. Some were rounded up from their
fields and conscripted as porters too. The fields were then burnt. All of us had to carry
shells, ammunition, food, rice and office materials. | later carried four motor shells. It took
me two days to carry things and go along with the troops. The soldiers beat all of us
frequently. | was also beaten when | was exhausted. First the soldiers kicked me on my
back with their military boots and hit me with bamboo sticks. Four soldiers kicked near the
waist when | fell down on the ground. Blood later came out from my body. | was so thirsty
and could not walk any more. But | had to carry on my portering. They kept beating me
until | stood up and carried the things. Two other porters were also beaten. We were given
two meals aday. Onewas given at 4 am. and second was at 1 p.m.

Forced labor inthe military outpost wasvery common. Therewasamilitary training
school at the outpost inmy village. It has resulted the people to work moreforced labor. My
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last forced labor at the outpost of Column.7 was on December 15, 1998. We were ordered
to make fences, water the vegetable plantations, carry stones and collect wood for the
soldiers. We had to carry stones three times from a place that was five miles far from the
outpost. If you had acart you could useit. Otherwise, manual work was required. Villagers
were ordered to do thiskind of work twice aweek. The stoneswere used for building aroad
in the military compound. It was abig compound because it was atraining site for soldiers
from See Sai and Phe Khone. There were always between 100 to 200 soldiersthere at any
one time. People had to carry water for the soldiers when they had to work in the outpost.
The soldiers killed the oxen and cattle if they trespassed into the compound. They did not
pay any compensation, instead they asked for 5,000 kyat from the owner for compensation.

| decided to come here because | did not want live like that. Three friends fled
together when wewereforcibly ordered to cut wood for the army in mid-December. Twenty
villagers with their own ox-carts were ordered to go to a place near Daw Bi Bat village
along with 30 soldiers. We had to cut wood and carry it back on a cart to their military
outpost. The wood would be sold by the soldiers for their own benefit. While we were on
the way back to our village, we decided to flee to the border.

It took usfifteen daysto get here. We did not bring anything with us as we had not
planned to run away. We begged for food from other villagers we found on the way. They
helped to show us the way to get here. | am still not feeling well. | had diarrhea during the
journey and am still taking medication at the clinic here.

Interviews2 Forced Labar, R ocation, Vidnen

Name Bu Mei

Sex: Female

Age: 20

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Baptist

Marital status Single

Address: Dari Dah village, Shadaw township, Karenni State, Karenni
Date of interview: February, 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

| arrived here on January 11, 1999. My village was moved to Nwa La Boe village
in 1996 as ordered by the SPDC. They threatened that they would consider anyone found
after the deadline as an enemy and would kill them. Some families moved to Shadaw. Nwa
LaBoeissmaller than Shadaw and about 50 households from the village moved there.

During the first month after we arrived Nwa La Boe, the military gave usfour tins of
rice for oneweek, but only once. They did not give anything after that. We were provided with
asmall piece of land. There were about 1,000 people that moved from other villages such as
Daw Sa See, Daw Le Da, Daw Hee Suu, Daw Khu Le, Daw LaLe, Daw Klaw All, Daw Klo
Ko, Daw KaRaw Le, Dari Dah, Daw Muu See, Daw Mu Le and Daw Tanaw. Themilitary did
not alow the new peopleto return to their homes or work outside the new rel ocation site.
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Not only were we put in this designated area, but we were also ordered to do alot
of unpaid work after moving there. 1n 1998, we had to perform many different kinds of
forced labors during the year. Since mid-1998 villagers were ordered to work on the mator
road renovation and extension project in Taunggyi and Loikaw. People were ordered to
plant trees along the road, to dig the ground for road foundations, to carry stones for road
construction and to level the road. One person from each household was collected and
ordered to work full time at thework site. Therewere about 100 laborersfrom therelocation
site at each time. People got up early and went to the work site that was one and half hours
walk from the rel ocation site. Work started at 9 am. and finished at 4 p.m. We had to carry
our own food and we got no pay. If someone failed to go, he had to pay 100-150 kyat per
day asafine. If you did not have money to pay the fine, you had to go evenif you were sick.
| saw some children aged 12 years old working there astheir parentswereill or out on other
forced labor projects. It was exhausting to carry stonesto the work site. Soldiersfrom LIB
250 guarded us while we worked. | was personally beaten with stickswhen | took arest in
the afternoon. | could no longer work as | was so exhausted and had to rest. The soldiers
found out and beat me with sticks. It was very violent and painful. The soldiers watched
people carrying stones. They forced everyoneto carry heavy loads. If they could not carry
theirs, the soldiers beat their backs with sticks mercilesdly.

In September 1998, three women went out from the camp to gather vegetables for
their families. They thought there would be no danger for them as they were married with
children. They were Daw Sar See, 45 years old, Thee Mel and one whose name | do not
know. All threewerefrom my village and all Karenni. Thee Mei had her two-year-old child
with her. They met the soldiersfrom L1B250. All three women were raped by five soldiers
in the forest. After raping them, the soldiers threatened the women saying they were not to
report this caseto anybody or el sethey would kill thewomen. Thee Mei wasmy cousin and
shetold her parents and they told me.

| didn’t want to be ordered to carry on working without pay any more. We did not
havetimeto work for ourselves and our families. We were always busy carrying out forced
labor as ordered by the military. So | decided to come here. Fifteen people |eft together on
January 10, 1999. My mother is still in the village because sheistoo old to walk. | did not
want to leave my mother but she said, “You are young and you go first. Otherwise you will
die of starvation.” | just brought rice for the journey. My brother-in-law had been to the
border for cattle trading. We spent six nightstravelling. When we got to the Salween River,
the number of peopletrying to leave had reached more than 300. Many people got malaria,
diarrhea and were exhausted. Some old people had to be carried by their relatives. There
was ho medicine for them. We did not have enough rice for six days and did not eat for one
day. Some people are still under medication.

| am staying at my relative’'s house in Camp 2. | worry about my mother who was
left behind. | feel safer here than back in my village. | don't know what to do next and |
don’'t know whereto go.

Inervien53 R ocation Ll i hood, Farced Labor, Tarture

Name Nar Tha
Sex: Male
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Age over 50

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Security guard at the hospital

Religion: Roman Catholic

Marital status Married with six children

Address: Dari Dah village, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: February , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand

Source: HRDU

Only oneweek was given for my villageto rel ocate either to Shadaw or PaL ong or
Nwa LaBoein 1996. The letter making the order was sent to the village headman saying
that we had to move out of the village without fail. Anyone would be shot dead without
guestions after the deadline, the letter said.

Only two or three households, including my family, moved to Shadaw, while others
moved to Nwal aBoeand Daw TaMaw village. Our church leader moved to Daw TaMaw
with hisfollowers. In the Shadaw site, there were three main quarters, the south, the north
and the middle. My village Dri Dah was the biggest in the northern quarter. We had a
hospital, a primary school and a church.

When we got to Shadaw, asmall piece of land was givento each family. It wasvery
crowded with villagers from different villages. First we had to clear the bushes and trees
ontheland wewere given. Theland was 20 ft x 30 ft wide and had no treesfor shade. Many
got sick and had diarrhea, some even died from disease. In thefirst year, about 100 died at
the new place. | worked at the clinic so | saw the lists of dead persons there. Many other
people died but was not reported to the clinic. The actual number of deaths would be much
higher than the lists in the clinic. | estimate 200-300 people died in one year out of 4,000
people in the site. A lack of sufficient medicine was the other reason for the deaths. No
medicinewas availablein the clinic. Only people who had money could get good treatment
from another clinic. The number of such people was very small as most were too poor to
meet their daily needs.

People on the site were not alowed to go out or go back to their villages. Since
they were hungry, some villagers tried to return and bring back the food they had left
behind. Some got rounded up and imprisoned later. Some were shot and some disappeared.
| heard some werekilled but | did not see any bodies. First the camp was guarded by IB 54
and then by LIB 261 and 250inrotation. Therewasan SPDC outpost at MyaZaydi hill and
it was always patrolled.

| worked as aguide or porter with amobile military column in the region for more
than 20 times in 1998. | mostly worked as a guide for them as | was older and the troops
knew me well. The other villagers were conscripted as porters and worked as porters.
Soldiers always threatened the portersto work well or get a beating. People were afraid to
be beaten so they obeyed the orders asfar asthey could. Thethingsthey had to carry were
very heavy. The duration for working as porters was not the same. Sometimes it took five
days or ten days, but sometimesit took 15 days. | saw many were beaten for being unable
to carry their loads. There was not enough food and only a handful of rice was provided for
each meal.
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Thelast timethe military column demanded meto work asaguidewaslast October,
1998. Thetroopswerefrom L1B 108 under the command of Division 55 based in Yut Sauk,
Shan State. The officer sent aletter to my village headman with my nameinit. The letter
also demanded the number of porters they required. | had worked as a guide for many
timesin 1998 and | did not want to carry on working like that. Even though the troops and
columns changed, they kept ordering me to work as a guide for their columns. | did not
know why it happened only to me. Thistime, | did not work for them because my family
was starving, they did not have enough rice to eat. My wife boiled the rice and fed the
children with bamboo roots. | decided to hide. One soldier came and searched for me at my
house. He did nor find me and reported back to his superiors, Major Soe Htun and Mgjor
Moe Kyaw from L1B 108. Later Major Soe Htun came himself and asked my family about
me. When my family said they did not know where| was, heleft one bullet at my house. We
did not know what was the meaning of leaving a bullet. It might have any meaning but it
would not be a polite message. When | came back my family cried in fear. We decided to
run away from the site. That was October 15, 1998. The whole family left for Loikaw and
stayed there one week looking for away to escape. After being unable to find the way, we
decided to leave for the border via Shadaw. It was November 28. We met other people on
the way and heard that some people had |eft earlier. We walked fast to catch up with the
people who had left earlier. When we got to the Salween River, we saw many people from
different areas such as Demawsoe and Daw Tama Gyi waiting for cross the river.

We brought rice with us but nothing else. Fortunately there was enough rice for
fivedays traveling. It would not be enough if wetook more than five days. My wife could
not walk fast as she had a pain in her knees. | saw one young woman give birth to a baby
during thejourney inthejungle. Shewasonly 18-19 years old. She suffered from excessive
bleeding after delivery. No medicine was available to cure her. She was left in the village
on the way because she could not continue the journey. | hope she will be well soon. Some
children were crying during the night-time as they were sick. We all were afraid the SPDC
troops would hear and find us.

It took five daysfor usto get here. We arrived here on December 2, 1998. | feel safe
here as | don't have to worry about my life. But | still want to go back to my village when
the situation is peaceful.

Interviens4: Foroed Labar, Rdocation Gild Live i hood

Name A Lay Shwe

Sex: Male

Age 45

Ethnicity: Geebar, Karenni
Occupation: Government servant at communication office
Religion: Roman Catholic

Marital status Married with six children
Address: Shadaw town, Karenni
Date of interview: February , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU
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| arrived here on January 30, 1999 from Shadaw. Even though | was a government
servant, | could not escape from being conscripted asaporter. | did not want to suffer these
abuses under the military so | decided to leave my town.

Just before | left my town on January 18, | was ordered to perform forced labor.
Conscription for portering is still taking place in my town.

The last time | was taken as porter was two years ago. The soldiers entered our
houses and rounded up al the men they found. | showed my government servant identity
card, but no luck. They told meto talk to the officer later and took meto the base. They did
not let me see the officer then and forced me to work as a porter.

Since 1988 and until now, peoplein thetown have been ordered to go and contribute
free labor for the military. One or two times a week, people from different wards in the
town were ordered to cut wood and timber for military basesin the town. Each household
had to provide one person for this work. The place people had to go and cut the trees was
about one mile far from the town. We had to cut and carry bamboo or timber back to the
military basein the town. On January 16, 1998, each ward was ordered to cut four pieces
of timber 10incheswide and 21 feet long within oneweek. | was among the peopl e assigned
to do this. The soldiers said the timber would be used for building a bridge for the newly
transferred L1B 531. This unit moved to Shadaw around December 22-24, 1998. Troops
were moved in and out frequently. The last unit before LIB 531 was LIB 247. | did not
know where the bridge would be built. If award had asmall number of houses, it was more
difficult for them to do the work. We also had to carry ropes or bamboos. At least fourteen
people were required to carry this timber and it was very hard work. After working two
days, | could no longer carry on such hard work. So | returned home, gathered up my
family, then ran away. Altogether thirteen people, including my family and other friends,
came together.

Forced labor for military bases is not new for local people. Whatever the number
of the unit, local people were ordered to do unpaid work for them. Once or twice a week,
we had to go and work at their bases. On January 8, 1999, each household was asked to
provide three lengths of timber that was six inchesthick and six feet long for L1B 531. We
were ordered to send them within a day, so | went to the forest early in the morning and
brought them before the late evening. Thesetimberswere later used for building fencesand
overheads. The soldiers always yelled at us and shouted rude words. Sometimes they said,
“You Kayah are so bad and dumb. Because of that we have come here to teach you a
lesson.”

Other kinds of forced labor were aso practiced. In November 1998, people from
Shadaw relocation site were ordered to provide forced labor on the motor road between the
Pon River and Shadaw. There was a road but it was destroyed during the rainy season.
People were ordered to renovate the road. Each house had to provide one person for that.
The soldiers marked the place for each ward to work on the renovation site. People had to
clean the roadside that was three miles long and ten feet wide on each side. Our village had
21 households so 21 personswent and worked there. If there was no man availableto come,
women or children over 12 years old must come instead. People had to finish their quota of
work or continue working until the work was completed. If some householdsfailed to send
their quota of persons they would be fined 50-100 kyat a day or put in detention. No one
wanted to befined and arrested so they came and worked even if they weresick. | saw some
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people’s health get worse after they had been forced to work and were sent to hospital when
they got back to their homes.

| spent two nights sleeping outside of my village after | ran away from the military.
I went back and took my family. My family sold the house and bought rice for the journey.
We did not eat rice or food for two days. We begged for food from other villagers. | met
other people at the Salween River but no SPDC troops. Many children got diarrhea and
were exhausted. Some people needed to be carried by others. It took us 12 daysto get here.

My infant son got diarrhea after we got here. He was sent to hospital for treatment.
| don’t know what to feel right now. | don’t have a house for my family. | am still afraid of
the SPDC and fear that they might follow usand attack us. | dare not go back now, but I will
go back when | can go without fear of the SPDC.

Inevienst Forcedlaba, RHocaion Gild

Name Saw Rel

Sex: Male

Age: 70

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Roman Catholic

Marital status Widower with two children
Address: Daw Su Sell village, Daw Klo Lel Du track, Shadaw, Karenni
Date of interview: February , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

Our village was close to Shadaw and SPDC troops frequently came before it was
relocated therein 1996. Whenever the troops came, the soldiers killed the cattles, took our
paddy and sometimes burnt the rice barns and farm huts. | moved to Shadaw as ordered
and temporarily came back to the village after three months, to find the entire village burnt
down. | did not see anyone dead in the village.

| came here in the middle of January 1999 from Shadaw camp because there was
no way for usto survive any more. There was no food left to eat and we were like animals
in the cage. We were not allowed to go out of the camp and earn our own living.

| personally have been made to work on forced labor several times. After therainy
season one person from each household was ordered to work without pay on the motor road
construction between the Pon River and Shadaw. There were around 30-50 persons on one
any oneday. We had to go and work there three timesamonth for three months. We prepared
our own food and used own tools when we went there in the morning. We walked on foot to
the work site in the morning and walked back in the evening. Work started at 9 am. and
finished at 4 p.m.

Last December 1998, one person from each household was collected and ordered
to cut timber for the military. | do not know the unit number of the military but they were
from a Shadaw-based battalion. Each household was ordered to collect six logs within a
day. Eachlog must be six incheswide and six feet long. Even awidow was not spared from
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providing forced labor. She was ordered to cut and carry four logs instead of six logs like
other households. The place where the logs were avail able was along way from Shadaw so
we al had to walk far and cut the logs and then carry them back to town. The soldiers
threatened us that if we were could not finish within aday four extralogs would be added
into our quota. So we all tried to finish our quota within aday. | was beaten while | was
taking arest. It was very exhausting work under the hot sun so | took arest. The soldiers
came behind me and beat me with canes. | was so sweaty that | was really in pain. The
soldiers asked for money from the households unable to provide their quota or if someone
was very sick. They asked for 150 kyat for one person failing to provide labor.

| came with my family from the relocation site as| did not want to work any more
on forced and unpaid labor. We were subject to forced labor for different kinds of work and
for different military battalions. We did not have time to earn money for ourselves. We
were like robots working as ordered by the controller. | would rather dieif | had to stay in
that situation any more.

It took me two weeksto get here. | met other people during the journey. | did not
expect to see people fleeing like me so | was shocked. We did not see any SPDC troops
when traveling as we avoided the regular paths. We came through the jungle, so it wasvery
exhuasting. My youngest son was sick and he is still in hospital. The medic said he has a
high fever now. | don’t know what | should do next. | will build anew house and stay here
until the situation improves. It would be good if there are no SPDC troop in my region.

Inervient Rdocation Rfugee Arest, Tatue

Name NgaRei

Sex: Male

Age: 36

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Roman Catholic

Marital status Divorced

Address: Daw Pu village, Daw Pu track, Demawsoe township, Karenni
Date of interview: February , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

| arrived here on January 30, 1999. It took me twenty daysto get here. | came with
friends from my village. | was arrested and tortured by the SPDC in November 1998 and |
did not dare stay in my village.

| was arrested twicein 1998 and accused of being a KNPP supporter. Thefirst time
was in April 1998 by the Naga (KNPP splinter group). | was on my way back from Ngwe
Taung to my village. | went to see my son who lived with my divorced wife. While | was
sitting on the bus, Captain Thein Aung, Captain Kyaw Htay, Private Ba Liok and Private
Chaw Lwin from Nagarounded me up and took me to Demawsoe police station in a horse-
cart. It took half an hour to get to the police station. The police informed the M1 and took
me to a separate building in the compound. Four or five Mls interrogated me about my
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contacts and my activities with the KNPP. | was not a KNPP supporter so | did not know
how to answer their questions. At first they did not use force or torture me, but later they
became violent. They tied my hands behind my back and made me stand up. They hit my
shin-bones and thighs with sticks, hard. Then they made me lie down and rolled wooden
rollers on my shins. The interrogation went on the whole night without rest. No food or
water was giventome. They tied four car tirestogether and put meinside thetireswhile my
hands were still tied behind, and then rolled the tires on the ground. They covered my face
with aplastic bag and poured water until | was suffocated. They forced meto lie down on
the wooden bed with nailsonit. The nailswere so sharp that blood came out from my back.
Thiswent on for three days. | was given alittle water during those three days, but no food.
They detained mefor 18 days. After those days, the police took my photo and made mesign
astatement. They also took down all my records and background history and finally | was
released.

The second time was on November 11, 1998. All the villagers from my village,
Daw Phu, were rounded up by the troops from L1B 530. There were about 30 soldiers that
time. All the villagers were put in the primary school in the village. The soldiers selected
27 male villagers and set them apart. Women, children and elders were kept in the primary
school for oneweek. All 27 men were put onto the truck at night and taken to Daw Law Ku
village. Many morevillagerswere collected on theway and thentakento LIB 54 in Loikaw.
We were detained in barracks as soon as we got there. Nothing was provided for us and the
soldiers patrolled outside. We did not dare speak to each other. A meal was given only at 2
p.m. the next day, but it was not enough. At night, three young boys, aged 14-15, weretaken
out to M1 27 office. When they were brought back, they had bruises and swellings all over
their bodies. They later told usthat they were accused of supporting the KNPP. Later another
two were taken. They were Suu Rei, 19 years old, and Say Rei, 20 years old. This
interrogation was applied to all persons under detention. Not asingle one escaped. The Ml
later took eight personsin one group and interrogated them. During the daytime, peoplein
the barracksweretied up with ropes. At night the M1 took the people and interrogated them
throughout the night. They sent the people back to the barracks the next morning. Some
people were transferred to the police lock-up or the M1 office after the interrogation. Some
were repeatedly tortured and asked questions. Some were tortured three times. | was
interrogated only once. The M, three personsin agroup, asked about my connectionswith
the KNPP and tried to force me to confess. Actually, | did not have any information and |
said | was an ordinary civilian. They beat me with canes, sticks, wooden rods and kicked
me with their boots. Some punched me with their bare fists on my face. Blood came out
from my mouth and nose. This beating went on for the whole night. They did not get
satisfactory answers from me because | did not know anything about their questions. After
that | was taken back to the barracks.

We spent one month and four days in the barracks. Two meals per day, each with
small amounts of rice, were given per day. Water was given aswell. Every day, oncein the
morning and oncein the evening, we were taken out to go to thetoilet and the soldierslet us
go in to the bushes. We were allowed to take a bath only after twenty days. Some became
ill. Many could not movewell dueto the torture they received during the interrogation. Say
Rei lost three teeth during the interrogation and everybody had cuts in their mouths.

Later, the MI took photos and recorded al the details about everybody. All 149
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people were released except 12. The twelve were sent to Loikaw Prison accused of having
contacts with the KNPP group.

When | arrived back in our village, | found out most of the cattle had been stolen by
thetroops. | did not want to livein fear of more arrests and torture, so | decided to leave my
village with five friends. It took me twenty days to get here. The food we brought was not
enough. Therefore we begged for food from other villagers. | have never been here before,
but those people we found on the journey knew the way. | followed them.

| still have painsin my kneesand waist. | think it isbecause of thetorture | received
during my arrest. Hereit will be better because | can receive medical treatment at the clinic.
| don’'t want to go back now. If | go back, | will be arrested and tortured again for sure.

InterviewS/: R ocati on, Forced Labor, R ugee

Name Ooh Reh

Sex: Male

Age 47

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Roman Catholic

Marital status Married with five children
Address: Daw Ei Thaw village, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: February , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

| arrived here on February 1, 1999. | left Shadaw camp because there was no way
for usto survive any more. It was very hard to survive dueto the strict control exercised by
the military in the area.

My village was ordered to relocate to Shadaw in 1996 and later was burnt down.
There were ten houses in my village and we al moved to Shadaw. We had to leave all our
belongings and land behind when we moved to Shadaw. There were alot of people who
were ordered to move to Shadaw like us. The health situation was so bad. People, mostly
children, were sick and died of diarrhea. When you went to the clinic they gave you one
tablet or gave you an injection. The medical staff shared one needle with many people.

Living in the relocation site was like being in a labor camp. We were taken as
forced laborersany timethe military wanted usfor many different jobs. Nobody was allowed
to go out and work to earn money except on the site or in Shadaw town. People had to be
ready for any forced labor demands by the military. | worked as a forced laborer many
times since we moved to Shadaw. | will tell you only the recent works | was forced to do.

In June 1998, agroup of SPDC soldiersfrom unknown battalions entered the Shadaw
site. We did not know who they were and what they would do next, so we hid. One soldier
found mewhilel washiding. He pointed hisgun at my head. | was so scared so | pushed his
gun and ran away. The soldier did not chase after me but after other villagers. | was very
lucky because he did not shoot me and he did not chase me.

In November 1998, | had to work on amotor road construction site between Shadaw
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and Pon River. We were ordered to provide one person from each household with our own
food and work on road construction. No pay was given for this task. Our ward had to go
once every week like other wardsinthesite. If onefamily was not ableto provideits quota,
they had to pay afine. The fine was 150 kyat a day. People were so poor and could not pay
fines so they sent elders or young children to do the work as demanded. When | went there,
| saw many elder people and children who were only 12 yearsold working on the construction
site. Soldiers were guarding the site and monitoring the people’s work. They always used
bad wordswith thevillagers. Sometimes, | saw them beat the villagers. Usually the soldiers
used canes and bamboo sticks to beat people, but they also beat us with their bare fists.
They always used bad words as though they did not know how to use polite words while
dealing with human beings.

In December another villager and | were ordered to take a letter to Daw Maw Ma
village that was three hours walk from Shadaw. There was a military outpost there. When
we got there, we were not allowed to return. The soldiers at the outpost ordered usto cut 15
bamboo each for them and to fetch water five times. We had just walked three hours and the
soldiers forced us to continue working for them. No pay, of course. It was inhumane. We
were released the next day.

Now peoplein my village have moved out to different places. Some have moved to
the Thai border and some have moved to other areas closeto Shan State. One or two houses
remained in Shadaw after we | eft.

My wholefamily came here together with four other households. Thetotal number
of personswas 20. It took ten daysto get here. Luckily, no one got sick on the way. Now |
am staying at my friend’s house in Camp 2. | will build my own soon. | want to go back to
my village, but not now. | will go back when the military does not mistreat the people.

Inerviens8 R ocai on Foreed Labaor

Name Soe Reh

Sex: Male

Age 35

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Buddhist

Marital status Married with three children
Address: Taw Paw To village, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: February , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

| arrived here on February 6, 1999 from Shadaw camp. It took me ten daysto get
here. My whole family and other three friends, altogether eight people left the relocation
site. We were starving at the site because we were not allowed to grow food which is the
only work we know to make our living. There was no food |eft for next year and we would
definitely die of hunger if we stayed.

Thetroops from IB 54 sent aletter to our village headman and ordered us to move
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the village to Shadaw. It was in the middle of 1996. They threatened that they would burn
our fieldsand the village and kill the peoplethere if wefailed to move. When we arrived at
Shadaw, we used leaves for roofing and slept on the ground. Many got sick and there was
no medical care for us. There was aclinic in the site but it had no medicine. We were not
allowed to grow food and the soldiers said they would shoot if someone was found outside
of the camp.

Thesiteisaplace where soldiers can come and conscript forced laborers or porters
any time they wish. For regular portering, the soldiers told the village headmen to provide
the number of porters they wanted. The village headman had to arrange to collect people
from his village. In January 1998, ten persons from each ward (Shadaw has three wards;
north, south and middle ward) were ordered to work asregular porters. Thevillage headman
came to my house and told me to go to be porter. He did not know how long it would take,
neither did I. | took some food with me and went with the troops who came and picked up
the portersthe next day. Thework started at 8 a.m. that day. | had to carry eight motor shells
and other ammunition. We walked to the Pon River and it took two dayswithout taking any
rest. Many of my friends were beaten by the soldiers as they were slow to walk. The
soldiers beat us with bamboo at the waist. We were released when we got to the Pon River.
It was the last time for me to be a porter in 1998, but many people had to work like that
several times.

In October, 1998, we were again forced to work at the Shadaw-Pon River maotor
road. Each household had to send one person for thisforced labor. 1t wastwiceamonth for
our village because there was a rotating system. Ten personsin one group were assigned to
dig three pits of stonewhichwas 10 x 10 ft wide and 5 ft high, and to carry the stonesto the
work site. We had to work the whole day, but if we could not finish our quota of pits, we
had to come back the next day and work until the assignment was finished. Some families
sent children around 12 years old because they did not have other adults or all were sick.
This forced labor is still going on. When we worked there, there were about 12 soldiers
guarding us. | did not know which battalion they were from. They did not treat uswell and
did not like it if we took a rest. They forced us back to work. If there were women or
children in the groups, it took alonger timeto finish the assigned work. So we had to come
back and work again. If the ward failed to send its quota of people, the soldiers said we
would be harshly punished. | don’t understand what “harshly” meant, but we were afraid to
receive harsh punishment. It could be anything; killing, torture, arrest.

| did not want to work on forced labor or asaporter. | did not have timeto work for
my family and was always occupied with unpaid labor. | left with some friends. | only
brought rice and a blanket. On the last two days, | did not have any rice left. We only met
people from Shadaw and one other place on the way. More than 400 people in our group
after three days. Many had malariaand werein pain. Most children got diarrhea and could
only walk very slowly. We did not find any village on the western bank of the Salween
River. We just saw the burnt villages and fields.

I would die of hunger and excessive work during forced labor if | continued to stay
at the relocation site. | think it is better here than in Shadaw. | don’t know what to do yet.
More people will soon come from Shadaw.
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Inervienv®d R ocati on Foreed Labar

Name Soe Reh

Sex: Male

Age 40

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Roman Catholic

Marital status Widower with five children
Address: Daw Ei Thaw village, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: February , 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

| wasfrom the same village as Soe Reh. We have the same name. So | don’'t what to
repeat the same story but | will add some of my experiences.

When | was in the Shadaw relocation site in October 1998, | was assigned by my
village headman to go and work asaporter. Each village was ordered to provide two porters
for the troops from Division.55. Altogether ten villagers were supplied to those troops,
including me. We were ordered to carry things from Shadaw to Daw Mu Mavillage, north
of Shadaw, where a military outpost was stationed. It took the whole day for us to carry
things like mortar shells and food supplies. We spent one night there and the troops would
not let us go back. The next day, we were ordered to carry thingsto Ko Lel village in the
south. | myself carried shells and ammunition while others carried food, rice, cooking oil
and condensed milk for the troops. It took two days and nights to get there. After that, we
were alowed to go back. We spent oneweek in all acting as porters. During that time, | was
not beaten but one porter was beaten with aflat knife. He said he could no longer carry on
walking as hewas very tired. He pleaded to let him take arest. The soldiersdid not let him
rest and beat him. He was forced to go on walking. | could rest only when the soldiers
wanted to rest. Only two meals per day were given, and they were insufficient. Not only
was there very little rice, there was no curry except raw tamarinds. My friend once asked
for more rice but he was scolded. The soldiers said, “ We don’t have rice for porters. Eat
what you have and don’t ask for more. If you ask for more rice, | will give you only my
fists.” When | got back home, both my shoulders were swelling with pain.

| worked asaforced laborer onthe Pon River- Shadaw motor road several times
in 1998. At least once a month. At first the work site was only two furlongs away from the
site but it got further and further away as the site moved along the road. We had to dig up
stones and build the road. Each time, one person from each house was summoned.

Forced labor for military baseswas also very common and frequent. Every month,
| had to go and work at least two or three times. The order was from 1B 54 stationed at
Pagoda Hill. The soldiers usually sent an order to the village headman and he then had to
arrange to send people. They had to go in the morning and come back in the evening. If
there were no men in the family, the women had to go and work aswell. They did not give
us food, we had to bring our own food. The soldiers scolded us when they found we were
taking arest.
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Life at the Shadaw site was all unpaid and forced labor. We could not work in the
fields because the troops did not allow usto go more than five miles beyond. | stayed there
more than two years and did not want to stay there any more. | would die if we stayed
longer there. So | decided to leave. | left with two daughters and one son. | left two sons at
the mission boarding schoal. It was amission run by Rev. Raymond Doh, a Padaung priest
from Loikaw. There are 60 children, mostly orphans, boarding in the school. | had been to
the border when | took the cattle to sell in Thailand. We left our site at night because we
were afraid the military would find us. Also we did not use the regular route. \We met other
people when we arrived at the Salween River. Many become sick while traveling.

| don’t know what | am going to do next. | am now staying at my friend’s housein
the camp and receiving food.

Inerviendd R ocati on, Foreed Labor

Name Toe Reh

Sex: Male

Age: 26

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation” Farmer

Religion: Roman Catholic

Marital status Married with three children
Address: Daw LeKu village, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: February, 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2 Thailand
Source: HRDU

| arrived here on February 6, 1999. Before | wasforced to moveto the Shadaw site,
our village had 20 households. The military always came to my village and took whatever
they wanted. They a so conscripted men for porters. | have myself worked as a porter for
them when | wasin thevillage. There were some KNPP troops passing through the village.
They asked for some food but never looted the villagers' property.

The whole village was moved to Shadaw. | was in the middle ward. There was a
hospital, a monastery, a church and a boarding school in the camp.

| have not worked as a porter after | moved to Shadaw, but many times| have been
taken for forced labor for the military. If you don't want to go for that, you have to pay
money to themilitary. It costs 70-100 kyat per day for failing to perform labor at the military
bases. | was not well when | wasin Shadaw site, so | tried to pay as much money as| could
instead of working for forced labor. | had worked threetimesin 1988 because | did not have
money to pay thefine. Sometimes, my wife had to go for unpaid labor at the military bases.
In November 1998, | went two times for forced labor on the bases. | did not receive any
money for that and ate my own food. Each household was ordered to send one person for
labor on the military bases in Shadaw without fail. If you did not go, the soldiers would
come and ask for money first, and then they would take you by forceif you could not afford
to pay fine.

My whole family came together here. It took us ten daysto get here. My wife had
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anew baby two months ago. So she was very weak and tired from the journey. We had to
take care and wait for her while traveling. Some people joined us on the way. We crossed
the Salween River by raft. We found no military during our journey.

We were provided food and medical care when we arrived at the camp. | heard
some of my relatives are in the refugee camps here but | cannot find them yet, but | have
found some people from the Shadaw relocation site who left before us. Many people are
leaving Shadaw and now only half of population remains there.

Inervienel: R ocai on Foreed Labor

Name Nay Reh

Sex: Male

Age: 35

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Animist

Marital status Married with two children
Address: Daw Say village, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: February, 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

My village was eight milesfar from Shadaw town beforeit was ordered to rel ocate.
Oncein therelocation site in Shadaw, people were used asforced laborers and did not have
enough food to live. | heard peoplewere leaving for the border so | |eft aswell. | camewith
my wife and two children. It took several days to get here. My youngest son is only 11
months old. My wife, myself and my friends carried him in turns. He got ill with diarrhea
on the way and we did not have any medicine for him. | ran as quickly as | could to get
medication at the camp. | was very depressed and disappointed because my son was sick
during the journey. | wondered when all these miseries would end for us. | felt better after
getting here. My sonisstill receiving medication. My wifeisalso not feeling well. Shealso
goesto theclinic.

Thelast time | wastaken to be a porter wasin early December. People had to go to
beaporter or pay afineif they did not go. The SPDC troops sent amessenger and asked for
porters. The number of porters needed was not always the same. Sometimes they asked for
ten and sometimes they asked for 15 persons at one time. The village headman was
responsible for arranging and collecting the required number of porters. If he was not able
to collect the number, the military said they would come and take the people away. We all
understood that it would be worse if they came. So we always tried to provide the number
required. Nobody dare not go. In December | was among the ten villagers who were forced
to carry food for the military. We were ordered to carry food from Shadaw to the Pon River
and then come back to Shadaw. | did not know the number of the battalion but the troops
were from Shadaw. There were 40 soldiers in the columns led by captain. There was no
mistreatment but the work was very tiresome. We | eft early in the morning and walked the
whole day and night. We were very lucky because we worked for only two days. Others
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spent one week or more at their tasks..

| have also performed forced labor throughout 1998. | worked on the motor road
construction project between the PagodaHill, where the military are stationed, and L oikaw.
Each household from the relocation site was ordered to provide one person each for this
motor road construction. The troops threatened that those who failed to come for work
would beimprisoned. Sowe worked without fail. We were ordered to repair the road, clear
the grass and lay down the stones. All three wards from Shadaw site had to send the people
so therewere many peopleworking there. Each ward was assigned to work at the designated
site. Each work site was about two mileswide. The military were guarding people while
they were working. The soldiers said we could not go back home unless we finished our
assignment. We had to work very hard to finish.

| feel better since | got here. My kids can receive medical care here and | do not
have to worry about forced labor and portering. But | want to go back if thereisno military
near my village.

InervievaZ RA ocati on Forced Labor, Liveihood R ugee

Name Say Reh

Sex: Male

Age: 25

Ethnicity: Karenni

Occupation: Farmer

Religion: Animist

Marital status Married with two children
Address: O Klelavillage, Shadaw township, Karenni
Date of interview: February, 1999

Place of interview: Karenni camp 2, Thailand
Source: HRDU

| arrived here on January 16, 1999. | spent six days getting here. In 1996, our
village was ordered to relocate to Shadaw. We did not want to move because it was far
away and difficult to earn aliving there. All eighteen householdsin the village first moved
to the place near the Dee L e stream. We brought rice from our barns in the village and hid
it in the jungle. We could survive with that rice for ayear. But when al the rice we hid was
finished, it was very difficult for usto find food. We ate bamboo roots instead of rice for a
long time. Some people moved to the Karenni-Shan area. Only five householdswereleft at
the site near the Dee Le Stream. We built small hutsin the jungle and lived there. When we
heard the news of amilitary presence, we went hiding in the deep jungle out of fear. | could
not live in peace and was always afraid. The SPDC troops would kill usif they found we
had not moved to Shadaw as they ordered and were hiding in the jungle. When they found
our huts while we were hiding, they destroyed them and took everything in the huts. That
happened three or four timesin 1997.

We cultivated rice on the land for our survival. We did not dare plant abig areain
one place because we were afraid the military would find the farm and destroy them all. So
we had small plotsin different places. In October, 1998, about one hundred soldiers from
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an unknown unit came to the area where we were hiding. We ran away and hid in the deep
gullies for the whole day and night. | heard them coming and destroying our huts. We did
not dare go and look at what they were doing. As there were some children with us, we
were so scared the troops would find us. So we stayed in the gullies until they went back.
When we returned to our huts, we found they all were burnt down, as well as our rice.

The nearest village to the Dee Le Stream was one day’s walk from the site where
wewere hiding. It wasin the Kadu Gyi village tract in southern Shan State. We sometimes
went to that village and bought some food. For the last three years, we only survived with
hill paddy and bamboo roots.

Many people became sick while hiding in the jungle. Five people out of 23 people
from the five households died in the last two years. Most died of malariaand diarrhea. My
son died of diarrhea last year when he was only three years old. We could do nothing
because we did not have any medicine. Wejust watched and cried while he was dying. One
boy named Mee Reh, 12 years old, died of weakness. We had to keep as fit as we could
because we did not have medicine to treat ilIness.

There was no security while hiding in the jungle. As the area we were hiding in
was between the Shan and Karenni area, there were many military activitiesin both aress.
We alwayslived in fear.

We met some people while we were hunting. We asked them where they were
going. They told us they were leaving for the border. We aso wanted to go, so we joined
them. None of us wanted to livein fear and suffer starvation.
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