CRONYMSAND ABBREVIATIONS,
TERMS, AND MEASUREMENTS

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

AASYC All Arakanese Students and Y outh Congress

ABSDF: All Burma Students' Democratic Front

ABSDF/WB: All Burma Students Democratic Front - Western Burma
ABFSU: All Burma Federation of Students Union

ABSL: All Burma Students’ League

ABYMU: All BurmaY oung Monks Union
ALTSEAN: Alternative Asean Network on Burma

aka also known as

ALP: Arakan Liberation Party

approx: approximately

ASC: Arakanese Students' Congress

BAD: Border Area Development Program

B.E. Burmese Era

Brig: Brigadier

Bl: Burma Issues

BIG: Burma Information Group

BPP: Border Patrol Police (Thailand)

BRC: Burmese Relief Center

BSPP: Burma Socialist Program Party

Capt: Captain

CEC: Central Executive Committee

CHRO: Chin Human Rights Organization

CNF: Chin National Front

Comdr: Commander

Col: Colond

Cpl: Corpora

CPPSM: Campaign for the Publicity of the People’s Strugglein
Monland

DDSI: Directorate of Defense Services Intelligence

DKBA: Democratic Kayin (Karen) Buddhist Army

DKBO: Democratic Kayin Buddhist Organization

DPA: Democratic Patriotic Army

DPNS: Democratic Party for New Society

DVB: Democratic Voice of Burma
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FEC:

ft:
FTUB:
Gen:
HRDU:
HRV:
HURFOM:
A:

IB:
IDC:
IDP:
ILO:
Ind:

Lt:

kg:

km:
KHRG:
KIA:
KIC:
KIO:
KNDA:
KNLA:
KNPLF:
KNPP:
KNU:
LIB:
LID:
LORC:

MAMD:
Mg:
MaWaTa
MI:
MIS.
MIS:

m:

mm:
MNRC:
MOGE:
MOI:
MPs:
MSC:

Foreign Exchange Certificate (See “ Measurements”)
feet

Federation of Trade Unions, Burma
Generd

Human Rights Documentation Unit
Human Rights Violations

Human Rights Foundation of Monland
Images Asia

Infantry Battalion

Immigration Detention Center (Thailand)
Internal Displace Persons

International Labor Organization
Independent

Lieutenant

Kilogram

Kilometer

Karen Human Rights Group

Kachin Independence Army

Karen Information Center

Kachin Independence Organization
Karenni National Democratic Army
Karen National Liberation Army

Karenni Nationality Peoples' Liberation Front
Karenni National Progressive Party
Karen National Union

Light Infantry Battalion

Light Infantry Division

Law and Order Restoration Council (on the ward, township,
state, and division levels)

Mon Army, Mergui District

Major

Township-level SLORC authorities
Military Inteligence

Military Intelligence Services (akaDDSI)
Mon Information Service

meter

millimeter

Mon National Relief Committee
Myanmar Oil & Gas Enterprise

Ministry of Interior (Thailand)

Members of Parliment

Military Strategic Command
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MTA:

na:
NaWaTa
NBC:
NCGUB:
NCO:
NGO:
NLD:

NLD (LA):

NLM:
NMSP:
PDC:
PSB:
RFA:
SAIN:
.

Sqgt:
SHRF:
SH.A.N.:
SLORC:
SPDC:
Sof

SSA:
SSIA:
SUA:
SURA:
TOC:
UN:
UNESCO:

UNDFP:
USDA:

TERMS

baht:
Bo:
Daw:
furlong:

Kawthoolei:

Mong Tai Army

not available

State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC)
Norwegian Burma Council

National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma
Non-commissioned officer

Non-governmental organization

National League for Democracy

National League for Democracy (Liberated Area)
The New Light of Myanmar (SLORC-controlled newspaper)
New Mon State Party

Peace and Development Council

Press Scrutiny Broad

Radio Free Asia

Southeast Asia Information Network

Signed with signature

Sergeant

Shan Human Rights Foundation

Shan Herald Agency for News

State Law and Order Restoration Council

State Peace and Development Council

square

Shan State Army

Shan State Independence Army

Shan United Army

Shan United Revolutionary Army

Tactical Operations Command

United Nations

United Nations Educational, Social, and Cultural
Organization

United Nations Devel opment Program

Union Solidarity and Development Association

monetary unit of Thailand (see “Measurements’).
military commander.

an honorific used to address an adult female

(see “Measurements’)

Karen name for the Karen nation.
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Khun: polite form of addressin the Thai language

Ko: Burmese form of address to ayoung male

Kyat: monetary unit in Burma

longyi: Burmese word for sarong

Ma Burmese form of address to ayoung female

Mahn: Burmese form of addressto a Karen male

Maung: Burmese form of address to ayoung male

Mehm/Min:  form of addressto ayoung Mon male

Mi: form of addressto a Mon female

Nai: Burmese form of address to an adult Mon male

Naw: Burmese form of addressto a Karen female

plah: Karen measurement of distance, from elbow to fingertip
(1 plah isunder 2 feet)

pya 100 pyas = 1 kyats

pyi: eight-condensed-milk tin

Sai: Burmese form of address to ayoung Shan male

Sangha: Buddhist order of monks

Sao: male of Shan royal descent

Saw: form of addressto a Karen male

Sayadaw: presiding monk of a Buddhist monastery

Shwedagon: The Great Pagoda in Rangoon

Tatmadaw:  Burmese Army

Thakin: master;lord (used to address the British colonia rulers; later
politicized by the Burmese independence movement in the
1930s)

tickle: (see “Measurements’)

tin: (see “Measurements’)

tract (village): area consisting of 4-6 villages

u: an honorific used to address an adult male in Burma

Viss: (see “Measurements’)

MEASUREMENTS

acre: 1 acre = 4,840 sq. yards = 0.407 hectare
2.471 acres = 11,960 sq. yards = 1 hectare
640 acres = 1 sg. mile = 2.590 sg. kilometers

baht: 1 baht = 100 satang
36 baht = US$ 1 (May 1999)

FEC: 1 FEC = US$1 = kyat 6.5 (official)

1 FEC = Kyats 360 - 380 (unofficial)

HUMAN RIGHTS YEARBOOK 1998-99: BURMA



HRDU 5

furlong: 1 furlong = 220 yards (1/8) mile = 201 meters
lakh: 1 lakh = 100,000

tin: 1 tin (rice/condensed milk) = approx. 250 ml
Viss: 1viss=3.6Ibs=1.633 kg

622.22 viss = 1 long ton (2,240 Ibs) = 1.016 metric tons

NOTE ABOUT SPELLINGS:

Since there are no standardized transcriptions in the Roman al phabet for Burmese,
Mon, and other ethnic languages, words are spelled variously, according to different
spelling conventions or by how they sound (the spelling of Halockhani refugee
camp is a classic example of this, by Westerners as well as Thais and locals). In
addition, spellings have further been confused by the ruling junta’s official
Burmanization of well-known English terminology (e.g. Myanmar for Burma).

In order to avoid confusion and politicization, this report will restrict its use of
language to the established and more widely-accepted anglicized spellings, since
this report to written in English.

A list of alternative spellings from various sour ces are provided
as follows:

Ayeyarwady: Irrawaddy
Bagan: Pagan
Bago: Pegu
Bamar: Burman
Dawei: Tavoy
Hinthada: Henzada
Hpa-an: Pa-an
Kayah: Karenni
Kayin: Karen
Kyaing Don: Kengtung
Magway: Magwe
Mawlamyine: Moulmein
Muang Tai: Mong Tai
Myeit: Mergui
Myanmar: Burma
Pathein: Bassein
Pyay: Prome
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Sittoung: Sittaung
Sittwe, Sittway: Akyab
Tanintharyi: Tenasserim
Thandwai: Sandoway
Thanlwin: Salween River
Taungyin: Moei River
Toungoo: Taungoo

Y angon: Rangoon

BURMA AT A GLANCE: FACTSAND FIGURES

Country name: Union of Burma (1948); Socialist Republic of the
Union of Burma (1974); Union of Myanmar (1989)

Area 261,000 sq miles

Coastline: 1,600 miles

Population: 48.8 million

Urban population:  26%

Refugees: approximately 300,000 in Thailand; 10,000 in China

and India; 21,800 in Bangladesh
Internally displaced: approximately two million people

Birth rate: 2.1%
Life expectancy: 60 years
Adult literacy: 19.4%

School attendance:  26.7%
People per telephone: 265.5

People per TV: 22.0

People per doctor: 12,500

Infant mortality: 79

Languages: Arakanese, Burmese, Chin, Kachin, Karen, Karenni,
Mon, Shan, Wa, English and more than 100 minority
dialects

Religions: Buddhist (85%), Animist (5%), Christian (4.5%), Muslim

(4%), Hindu (1.5%)
Per capita GDP(PPP): US$ 790
GDP growth: 5%
Per capital GNP (nom):US$ 765
Savings % of GDP:  12%
Reserves excl. gold:  US$ 0.3 billion
Cur acct. balance:  US$ 0.4 hillion
Exports 12 months:  US$ 1.0 billion
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Inflation CPI:
Foreign debt:
GDP spending:
Wage earners:

LDC status:
Natural resources:

Agriculture:

Rice exports:
Opium production:

Administrative areas:

Last election:

67%

US$ 5.6 billion

3. 1% on military (non-SLORC figures: over 50%),
2.2% education, 0.8% health.

6 million (rough estimate)

since 1987

tin, plutonium, zinc, copper, cobalt, gold, rubies, jade,
teak (80% of world’ s reserves), fish (704 metric ton/
year), gas, oil, rice, sesame, groundnuts

68% of workforce employed in agriculture; 15% of
arable land; less than 50% of potentially productive land
under cultivation

3.5 million tons (1,930); 2 million tons (1962);

20,000 tons (1988)

1,300 tons (1988), 2,800 tons (1997)

(70% of US market)

Seven States (Arakan, Chin, Mon, Kachin, Karen, Kayah,
Shan); Seven Divisions (Irrawaddy, Magwe, Mandalay,
Pegu, Rangoon, Sagaing, Tenasserim)

May 27, 1990; NLD won more than 82% of legidative
seats

HUMAN RIGHTS YEARBOOK 1998-99: BURMA



