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Interview 54: HRV: Refugee, Forced Labor, Torture

Name: Na Aung Nwe

Sx: Made

Age 37years

Ethnicity Mon, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Address: Paukpingwinvillage, Yebyu township, Tenasserim Divison
Dateof Interview: May 5, 1997

Placeof interview: Ye-Tavoy motor road inside Burma

Source: MIS

When did you arrive here (a plantation in east of Ye-Tavoy motor road because
hewas internally displaced) and why?

| arrived here about threedaysago. The SLORC Army and thevillage chairman
forced ustowork intherailway construction very often. Wehad notimetowork in
our own farm. We had to work for them the wholetime and later we faced food
shortagesourselves. |, therefore, decided to come here.

Which part of road did you have to contribute labor?

Thisyear (in 1997), wea most had to work inawork-sitecloseto our village. The
sectionwasfrom our villageto 14-milevillage (about five milelong section). Last
year (in 1996) we had to go to Tavoyan area (in southern part of therailway), and
worked in asection between YeBoneand Kalein Aung.

How many days in one month did you have to work in the work-site close to
your village?

About 20 daysinonemonth. We had no timeto work inour ownfarm. Wehadto
gothework-siteeveryday inthemorning. Webrought our own toolsand food from
our homesand worked for them (the military) free.

Besides your village, did other villagers have to work like you?

Yes. Thereweremany hundredsof villagersfrom Waethdi, Natkyinsin, Kyaukadin
and othersworked inthe construction sitelikeus. But they worked in therespective
section closetother village. Themilitary defined the construction sectionsfor those

villagers.
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What was the main work you had to do the whole time you were used as forced
labor?

We had to collect alot of firewood. The soldiersordered usto collect and bring
them to brick-making factories, to burn the earth. The brickswere used to build
bridges. Wewent into forests and cut many small trees and carried them to the
factoriesor to the construction site and then the oxen-carts came and brought it to
thefactories. Themilitary and thevillage chairman (villageleader) told every family
inthevillagethat each must providefour kyinsof fire-wood amonth. We had to
providefour kyinsof fire-wood every month from February through May thisyear.

Where were the brick-making factories situated?

Normally, thefactorieswerebuilt near every bridgeaong theroute. We hadtowalk
at least 2-3 hoursfrom theforest we cut firewood to the factories.

Did you receive any payment for fire-wood fromthe military? Did theworkers
in the brick-making factories receive payment for their labor?

No. We, thevillagers, did not receive any payment. But theworkersinthefactories
received payment from the military. They receive about 600 kyats per kyin of
bricks produced from their factories. Most workers camefrom Yenorthern area
villagesand they werenot nativevillagers.

Did you only have to collect fireewood? Or, did you have to contribute labor
related to railway construction?

No. Not only collecting firewood. We aso had to gather stonesto lay on the
embankment. Besidescollecting firewood, at least about four daysevery month we
had to gather big and small stones to the embankment and broke them into the
needed size. We gathered these stonesfrom streamsand hills. Every day about 40
villagersfrom thevillage had to do this stone-gathering work on arotating basis.
Each family had to work about four days per month.

How many days did you have to spend to collect one kyin of fire - wood?

Atleast fivedays. Wewent into forestsfor three daysto cut some 10-inch or one-
foot diameter treesand bring themto thefactories. We cut treesabout three days
and then spent two daysto bring wood to thefactories. Every family hadto send
two membersto complete thiswork withinfivedays.
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How did the military conscript the villagers to work in the construction?

They conscripted thevillagersto work in the construction and other work related to
therallway congtruction through our villagechairman. They hadligsof dl thefamilies
and the population with them. TheLIB. 408 discussed and sent instructionsto
village chairman that how many kyinsof firewood they needed fromour villageor
how many villagersthey needed to gather rail bed stones.

If someone refused to work according to theinstruction, how was he/shetreated
by the military or your village chairman?

If someonerefused to work, hewould be severely beaten by the soldiersbasedin
thevillage. Nobody dared to refuse because they knew how the soldierswould
react if villagers showed up late at thework-site on the set date; they were severely
punished by thesoldiers. Our villagechairmanisvery badintreating hisvillagers.
Hedwaysfollowsthemilitary instructionsand hea so likesto beat or punishhisown
villagers. Healso ownsasmall detention cell in hishousecompound. Thevillage
chairman, himself, told thevillagersthat “ If you refuseto collect fire-wood or rails
bed stones, pleaseleavethisvillagequickly, | wouldn't liketo seeyour facesanymore.”

Did the military beat the villagers in the construction sites or in their bases?
Did the soldiers ever beat you?

Inboth places. Yes. | wasbeaten by the soldiersfrom our village base, L1B. 408.
Onceat the beginning of January, when | wasreaping ricein my farm, thevillage
chairman and four soldiers came and arrested three of us, me, my brother and my
13- year-old son. Wewerebrought to themilitary base. Thesoldiersaccused usof
disobeying order that themilitary need 20 villagerstowork intherailway. | explained
tothemthat just threedaysago, | came back after collecting two kyinsof firewood
for thefactories. Thevillage chairman did not remember our work-dutiesthat he
gaveand did not support our explanation. Then the soldiersbeat uswith gun-buits,
jungle-bootsand fists. Onthe next day they sent usto thework-siteagain.

WII you stay here longer or return to your village?

| would not liketo abandon my farm. If thesituationisbetter | will returnor if the
stuationisworsel will gointo Thailand.
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Interview: 55: HRV: Refugee, Forced Labor, Killing

Name: Saw Wah

S Made

Age 25

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Marital status: Single, liveswith hismother

Address: DtaOoKeevillage, Belintownship, Mon State
Dateof interview: April 26,1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw Wahfled hisvillagein Belin Township of Thaton Didtrict (about 60 km. west of
BeeT'Kaared). Hearrivedin Bee T' Kaand immediately had to continuefleeing
and becomearefugeejust beforethisinterview was conducted.

The SLORC caused alot of many troubleinthevillage. They wantedthevillagersto
work for them every day and people had no timeleft to do their ownwork. We had
to build their camp and carry their food. Every 15daysthevillagershadto carry the
soldiers rationsover themountainstothe Belin River. All themen had to beporters
for them, and thewomen whose babiesweren’ t breast-feeding anymore a so had to
carry their rations.

Our village has about 200 houses. Usually about 100 people from three nearby
villages: Nyaw Oo K ee, Baw Keeand Daik Keevillageshad to go work for them.
At Daik Keeand Yo Klah people also had to build theroad. Between those two
villageswe al so had to stand sentry watching theroad. It'stheroad they useto
transport their rationsin 1st Brigade[ Thaton Didtrict] area.

DKBA hasbeento our area, they’ vekilled at | east two young men fromour village
thisyear. Onevillager waskilled when therainsstarted [mid-1996] and last January
another villager waskilled. Their nameswere PaTaw Oo and Maung Myat Bu, they
were both shot dead by Ko Per Baw. PaTaw Oo was 25 and Maung Myat Buwas
27. They wereboth single. They werekilled becausethey ran away. If DKBA
come we haveto run away. Thevillagersdon’'t love Ko Per Baw. None of the
villagersever join Ko Per Baw, they only join KNU.

Our villagewasdestroyed by Ko Per Baw and the Burmese. They set up their camp
there. Thevillagershad to face difficulties, becausethey set up their campinthe
middleof thevillageand thentold thevillagersto go stay outsidethevillageand build
their housesthere. Some of thevillagersran away, to take shelter inthevillages of
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their relatives. Our villageisoneday’swak from east of Belin. Somewant to come
here[to the refugee camp], but it’s not easy because of Ko Per Baw and SLORC.
Wefeared them on our way here. We saw them, and when they asked uswherewe
weregoing, we said weweregoing to visit relativesand find work.

Now there are more and more SLORC in our area. They say they send moreto
look for their enemies, but it isonly thevillagerswho suffer. Now they havethree
battalions, andthereisstill somefighting. | don’t darego back. Back therel couldn’t
evendaretowork on my farmanymore. About ten householdsfrommy villageare
already here. Other villagerswant to comeout hereif they can. Most of them are
living outsidethevillage now, and they all have problemsgetting enough food.

Interview 56: HRV: Refugee, Torture, Arrest, Forced Labor,
Relocation, Child

Name: MaungHla

Sx: Made

Age 38

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Animig

Marital status: Married with two childrenaged 2and 8

Address: Noh Ray Tee Per village, DtaGreh township, Karen State

Dateof interview: April, 1997

[Maung Hlaspent thelast year living inahut intheforest out of fear of SLORC
abuses, only sneaking back and forth to hisvillagewhen hecould. Then hisvillage
wasordered to move, and hefled to becomearefugee oneweek beforethisinterview
wasconducted. Hisvillageisafew hours walk north of DtaGreh.]

My villageissituated at thefoot of thebig mountains[just west of the DawnaRange].
DtaGrehistothesouth. It takesfrommorning until noontowalk tothemain part of
DtaGreh. Therewere about 40 householdsin thevillage, but there are not many
houses| eft now because most of the people have scattered. About fivefamilieswent
to Sho Kloh [refugee camp in Thailand], and my family came here. Now wehave
been here oneweek, because thereweredifficultiesand troublein our village. The
Ko Per Baw and SLORC madetrouble, so | could not liveany longer inmy village
and | camehere. Whenthey arrivedinthevillagethey sometimes caught and beat
thevillagers. Lessthan amonth ago they beat two villagers, PaGhaw Ghet and Pa
Kwet Naw. They arebrothers. PaGhaw Ghetistheeldest. Heis21 yearsoldand
PaKwet Naw is19 yearsold. PaGhaw Ghet hasone child but PaKwet Naw has
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no childrenyet.

| don’t know why they werebeaten. SLORC camewith gunsandtoldthevillagers
to come down from their houses, and then the Ko Per Baw tied them up and beat
them. They hit them oncewith their guns, they stepped on their necks and kicked
theminthechest. Thenthey fired their gunsuntil onemagazinewasused up. They
fired their gunsclosetothetwo villagers earsto frighten them and then they took
themtoPah Eetvillage. At Paah Eat village, they wererescued by theKaren soldiers.

Thosewho areafraid like us, ran away and stayed intheforest. We're afraid of
arrests and beatings. For one year aready | dared not to go back to stay in the
village. | wastoo afraidto go back, so | built ahut and we stayed intheforest. As
soon ashewasrel eased, one of those men who was besten cameto meand told me
hedared not liveinthevillage anymore, that hewould go to Sho Kloh refugee camp
and livethere. The soldierswho beat them were Ko Per Baw. Their leader isPa
Nwee. Hecomesonceevery two or three days, but sometimesonce or twiceaday,
sometimesnot for four or fivedays. Sometimesthey cometogether withthe Burmese,
sometimesitisKo Per Baw soldiersalone. They don't kill, but they torturethe
villagers. Thereareplenty of caseslikethese.

We had towork for thearmy. We had to build barracksfor Ko Per Baw at BeKyo
andwork for theBurmese at Kwe Taw Ruvillage. Every day five personshadto go
for forced labor. They had to put up spikes [bamboo obstacles and man-traps
around army camps], carry water and build roads. Theroad leadsto Kah Dteh,
Maw KoKahDteh. | didn’t gomysdlf, but my younger brother went tentimeswhile
| cultivatedtheland. Sometimesthey fed theforced laborersonly onceaday. When
wetook along our rice, they made usexchange our good ricefor their ricefull of dirt
and paddy [unhusked grains]. Their rice was colored yellow, but if we said we
wouldn’t exchange our ricewith theirsthey threatened and beat us. Beforel came
out herewe also had to give the Burmese 300 kyats per househol d.

Thesoldiersordered our villageto move but we did not moveyet. Our village had
tomoveto Ler Pleh. The Burmese camethemselvesandtoldus. They saidwe'd
haveto moveontheApril 8, about 25 daysago. TaWih Kohvillageaso had to
move, but they didn’t listen and ran away in to the forest. TaWih Koh had 80
houses. The peopletherewere supposed to moveto DtaGreh. | don’t know why
we had to move. They said we had to build our housesnear other villages, but the
villagersdid not want to move. So somefledintothejungleto hideand somestill
livedinthevillage. Now thosewho ran away and hid intheforest dared not go back
tostay inthevillage[for fear of arrest for having fled]. TheKo Per Baw said that if
they village saw anyonein theforest they would shoot him. Whenever they saw
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peoplecultivating intheforest they beat them at once. My brother built hishousein
theforest, and when Ko Per Baw saw it they burnt it downinstantly. My brother ran
back tothevillage. They don't like peoplebuilding housesintheforest.

Sixteen peopledied of cholera-- among them two of my cousin’ssmdll childrenand
two of my uncle’'schildren. About ten children died, and someteenagers. Most of
the dead were children between the age of 8 and 10. Thereweremany childrenin
theforest with usbut noneof themdied . It wasthe childreninthevillageswho died,
and especially the peoplewho had to go and livein thearmy camp. None of them
had any medicine, and no onehasany rice. Thepeopleinthevillagehadto eat roots
andleaves, just likel waseatingintheforest. | hadtoliveonrootsand leavesfor
four or fivedaysat atime. Now peopleinthevillageand intheforest were preparing
and hoping to plant their rice. For oneyear | had lived intheforest in ahut because
| wastoo afraidto stay inthevillage. | planted bananatreesand aterootsand some
vegetables. Sometimesmy two children got Sick. Therearemany householdsinthe
forest now, five or six or ten housesin agroup, one or two houseshereand there. |
couldn’t count themdl, but thereare plenty.

Thereweredifficultiesliving therethough therewere plenty of housesin theforest.
TheKo Per Baw didn’t like people staying intheforest. They said that two they
would shoot peopledead if they saw themintheforest. 1t took ustwo daysto come
herewith our therechildren. | carried the small one, and my wifeisalso pregnant.
Wedidn't bring anything, we had nothing to bring. Wewere afraid of the bombs
[landmines], we had to avoid them along theway. We came cautioudly andinfear
andfinaly arrived here. Many peoplefrom Noh Ray Tee Per would liketo come
here. Somearedtill planting, so maybeafter thecrop they will comehere. If thereis
peace | would liketo go back, but I don’t know how long it will taketo have peace.

Interview 57: HRV: Forced Labor, Relocation, Killing

Name: Saw Po Htoo

Sx: Made

Age 39

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marital status: Married with two children aged 4 and 9

Address: Bee T Kavillage, DtaGreh township, Karen State
Dateof interview: April 26,1997

Source: KHRG
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[Saw Po Htoo fled forced labor and forced rel ocation in Pa-an District to becomea
refugeejust beforethisinterview was conducted.] | arrived to the border two days
ago. | cametofindwork herebecausewe couldn’t livethere. Thereweretoo many
hardships. They demanded that we do forced labor working for them. Wehadto
construct roads, work in their barracksand do portering, carrying things. | hadtogo
al thetime, when| wasinBee T’ Kal hadto gotwo timesamonthfor fivedayseach
time carrying thingsand building theroad. Sometimeswe had to go for ten days
constructing theroad, and we had to bring our own food. Itisanew road, from
Daw Lanto Pa-an.

FromBee T’'Katothat roaditis15-- no, 16 miles. Onetime 117 of ushad to go,
another timeit was 107 of us, and another time 32 of us. We had to go threetimes
until theroad wasfinished. We had to sleep on the road and beside theroad, we
couldn’t go hometo deep. They madeuswork digging earth right through thenight,
and they wouldn’t let usrest until 10a.m. Thelast timel worked ontheroad was
threemonthsago. Every village had to go and build that car road.

We also had to work at the Paw Ye Bu military camp. It usedto beBattalion LIB.
339, thenitwasLIB. 338, now itis99 Division. We had to make fencesaround
their camp, finish their camp buildingsand repair their barracks. We had to go day
by day, usually about ten people per village.

Our village was ordered to move two monthsago -- to Taw Kyo, Naw Boh, Paw
TaKaKyo, or Plaw Po Toe, oneof thesefour villages. Therewerefivevillagesthey
wouldn’t let usmoveto -- Meh DaMa, Naw Deh, Naw Ter Hta, Htee Wah Ker,
and thetwo villagesof Naw Ter, evenif we had relativesin thesefivevillagesthe
Burmesewouldn’'t alow usthere. Meh DaMaisclosetothe Burmesepost. Five
villages had to moveto onebig place: TaKu Kraw, TeeHseh Ker, Naw Ter Kee,
Bee T'Ka, and Kaw Per Nweh Ko.

The soldierssaid the Karen soldiersasked usfor food and thevillagersfed them, so
wehad to move. They sent awritten |etter onceand later they cameto thevillage
themsalves. They said, “Youal haveto moveby theMarch 26. All of you haveto
finishmoving by then -- if anyoneisdtill inthevillagewewill shoot himor her dead.”
They gave usfromthe March 15 until the March 26. [Note: they had previously
been ordered to move by March 6 but had not yet complied.] Our villagewasvery
big, over 400 houses, but in ten dayswe all had to leave. We were supposed to
move to a place between Yah Kay Ko and Ber Law. The Burmese had cut and
cleared avery wide placethere, but therewasonly onewell for water. If wewent
and stayed therewewould al die, sowedidn’t go. Onetime[betweentheMarch
15 and the 26] they cametofrighten us. they cameinto thevillageat night with many
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carts[asthough they were going to force them to moveimmediately] but thenthey
went back. We don't know what their plan was. But no onewent to their place.
Some stayed in thevillage, somewent and stayed at Paw, some at Khaw Po Taw
and Ler K’ Su. TheBurmesedidn't come back to Bee T’ Kaafter that, they were
afraid to come[because of theKNLA intheareg]. TheKaren soldiersshot them at
Bee T'Ka, so they ordered the villagers to come back to the village [to act asa
human shield; when SLORC troopscamp in villagesamong villagersthe KNLA
generally doesnot attack]. They calledthevillagersfor ameetingbut | didn’t dare
go. When| cameout herethe Burmesewere still around thevillage, patrolling the
area. They had campsat Paw YeBu and Taung Zone.

Thereareno DKBA inBee T'Ka. They only comearound whenthe Kaw Thoo Lel
soldiersgo away. When they comethey call for porters, eat peopl€'schicken and
pigs, takeall our riceand don’t leave usanything.

[Note: thefollowing story concerns Nu Po and Saw ThaDah, two brothersfrom
Bee T'Kawho joined DKBA and became notoriousfor torture, robbery, beatings
andkillingsof villagers]. NuPofromBee T’ Kaand three of hismenwererobbers,
and they also arrested three people from Bee T'Ka, PaNyalLi and two others.
They had threeguns. They haverobbed Ku Po Motwo timesalready, onetimelast
year and onetimethisyear. Her husbandisdead. They took 8,000 kyatsand two
ticalsof gold, they took her Karen sarongsand Karen dresses. They tortured her
andtied her up. Firstthey hit her daughter inthe head with agun butt and kicked her
soninthebelly. NuPo'sbrother Saw ThaDahisnow at Thamanyadoing nothing,
just working under themonk. Thesetwo brothersaren’t so strong anymore. Now
Nu Poissick with gastric disease. The Burmese say that the DKBA hasarrested
Nu Pofor robbery and sent himto Myaing Gyi Ngu. [Thamanyaisthetown-sized
Buddhist retreat near Pa-an, controlled by thefamous Thamanya Sayadaw, the most
revered monk in Burma. Myaing Gyi NguisDKBA headquarterson the Salween
River.]

Someof thevillagershave goneback to our old villagebut not l. Many aredtill at
other villages. | don’t darego back. The Burmese burned about ten housesin Naw
Ter Keevillageand all their rice. Some peopleareleft with only afew baskets of
rice. They demand riceand money for porter fees. First they demanded 500 baskets
of paddy from us, then later 900 more baskets of paddy. They saidthey’d giveus
140 kyatsfor each basket, but they didn’t give anything when we sent them.

NowtheBee T’ Kavillagersarelivinginsmal hutsand esting what isleft of their rice.
They don't haveany belongings|eft becausewhenwe hadto movethey sold dl their
belongingsfor low prices. Villagersfrom el sewhere came and bought them. For
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exampleif wehad somethingworth 1,000 we had to sell it for just 700 or 800 kyats,
if it wasworth 2,000 kyatswe could only get 1,000 kyats. Now it’snot easy for
peopleto preparetheir sugar cane plantations. You can’'t go downstream from Bee
T'Ka. If they seeyouthey giveyoutrouble. Many peopleare hoping to come out
here[to therefugee camp]. Now they’ re scattered all around thevillage.

Ittook usfour days' journey to get here. We couldn't bring anything, just theclothes
wewerewearing. Therewerevery highmountainsand | had to carry my children -
the bigger ones had to walk, and | had to carry the small one. There are bombs
[landmines]. Kaw Thoo Lei bombs, onthemountainsides. The Burmesedare not
comeinto themountains. Two villagers stepped on the bombs. Many Burmese
soldiers stepped on the bombstoo. | know of seven, and no one survived, all were
dead. Thetwovillagersasodied.

Interview 58: HRV: Prison Labor, Forced Labor, Torture,
Kllling

Name Ko Maung Myint () Nyunt Maung

S Made

Age 32year

Marita status. sngle

Address. Pd e, Monywatownship, Sagaing Division
Dateof interview: April, 1997

Placeof interview: Karen refugee camp near Ratchaburi province
Source:! HRDU

| wasaprisoner fromMergui prison. My prisoner number was 1308. | wassentenced
tofiveyearsinjail for murder. | paid 3,000 kyatsto the head of Mergui prison for
transfer to the Mergui porter battalion. | gave money becausethe battalion wasnot
ashard asprison. Itisastand-by porter battalion. Only whenthearmy requires
portersfor their column or operation, the battalion hasto provide the required number
of porters. It issituated near YwaThit villageinMergui. Itisfor theprisonerswho
were serving lessthan fiveyearsimprisonment. | head thereareonly six porter
battalions acrossthe country. Someonetold methat therewasareserved battalion
inKyein Chaung, Mergui, but | have never beenthere. | knows other prison labor
campsin Tenasserim division such as 14-mileprison labor camp, 7-mile prison labor
camp. Prisonersworkingthereareorderedto carry and crush rock. Their uniform
iswhiteand our porter battalion uniformisblue. InMergui porter battaions, family
vigtisalowed. Whenthefamily comesand meetsthe prisoners, they can stay at the
building provided by the officia and meet their relatives, but they are requiredto pay
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bribesto theauthorities.

In January 8, the authorities gathered 130 prisonersincluding mefrom the battalion
and taken ustothepier for porterage. Beforewewent, the head of the battalion, U
Maung Thu told methat we need not to serve anymorefor our sentencewhenwe
safely returned back to the prison after the porterage. Thenweall were brought to
Tavoy my boat. Without stopping at Tavoy, weweretakento Taung Thonlone at
night by truck. Many more peoplefrom Boke Pyin prison labor camp, Kawthaung
prison labor camp and prisonersfrom Mergui prisonjoined usin Tavoy. Thenumber
wasdifficult to estimate, but | think there were between 1300-1400 portersinthe
group. | don’t know the numbersof soldiers. Wewere orderedto carry artillery
shellsand 200 bulletsof .5 carbinedl alongtheway. Littlefood wasgivento usby
the soldiers. We picked up thesmall tinson our way and saved thewater in. The
soldiersdid not giveuswater. Many portersdied ontheway of exhaustion. | saw
two prisonersdiewhen wearrived to Minthameearea. They also hadto carry 81
motor shells. Somehadtocarry heavy artillery launcherswhichwerevery longand
heavy. Thesoldiersdid not let usrest al theway. They went ahead of usand took
rest themselves. But they did not allow totakearest. When someonewassick and
unableto carry onthejourney, the soldiers beat them up and forced themto go on.
When they could no longer carry on, the soldiers beat them to death or |eft themto
die. | amsurethey died later. Altogether 15-20 portersdied. | myself wasalso
beaten. | did not have slippersand | got acut on my foot. | could not walk fast.
Lance corpora Win Myint beat me. Other soldierskicked me whileother dashed
my face. Some soldiershit my back with agun. Whenwewere climbing up the
mountain, the soldiersbeat usfrom behind and forced usto go faster. Than Htay,
from our porter battalion was beaten with abamboo stick to death. Hewasforced
to carry the heavy artillery. Hewasforcedto carry six bigmortar shells. Whenhe
refused to carry on because he was so sick and weak, the soldiers from heavy
artillery section beat himto death.

When thefighting took place, the soldiersordered usto sit down quietly and not to
run away. They threatened to shoot usif we attempted to run away. However,
many peopl e attempted to escape. Some porters managed to escapewhilewewere
takingrest a night orinthevillage. Near Mettavillage, | saw soldiersshoot to death
two personswho attempted to escape.

| saw many soldiersdied during thefighting. Somewerekilled by landmines. | saw
at least 30 soldierswounded by landmines. They did not |et us seethe dead bodies
of their soldiers. When the soldiers got wounded, other soldiers carried them
themsdlves.
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| escaped whilel wasclimbing themountain. | jumped down the precipiceand then
escaped. | had worked for three months asaporter.

Interview 59: HRV: Killing, Arrest, Forced Labor, Relocation

Name: Naw Paw NaMuh

S Femde

Age 30

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marita status. Married with six children aged 7 monthsto 15 years
Address: Bee T’ Kavillage, DtaGreh Township

Dateof interview: May 1997

Source: KHRG

[Naw Paw NaMuh had just fled her villageto becomearefugeewhenthisinterview
was conducted. Her brother was murdered by SL ORC and DKBA, thenthey tried
toarrest her and her husband aswell for no valid reason.] Altogether 60 peoplefled
together including me. We couldn’t stay because the Burmese and Ko Per Baw
oppressed us. My husbandisjust afarmer. Oneday | wasjust staying therewithout
knowing anything and they arrested my brother. Wetried to follow him, but there
wasfighting and the Ko Per Baw tried to arrest meand my husband. They killed my
brother, but they couldn’t arrest us. Peopletold menot to stay there, that | should go
away, so | went to stay in Ghaw Po Toh and then came back to stay at Ler K’ Saw.
Wekept running likethat, if we had stayed anywherethey would have arrested us.
My children couldn’t takeit, it washard to get food so | came herewith my husband
and my two children.

It wasthree months ago that they killed my brother. Hisnamewas Saw Heh Wah.
Hewas 23. Hewasmarried with one child, and hiswifewas pregnant. Now she's
closetogiving birth, so shecouldn’t makeit here. Her parentsare both dead, so she
hasno oneto help her.

| don’t know why they killed him. He had afriend named N— who wasatrader,
and hisfriend asked him to go along with him to Peh Baw when some Indians
[Mudims] cametotradegoats. Some people hated hisfriend. Thenwhenthey got
therethe Ko Per Baw arrested them. [Whoever had agrudge against hisfriend
probably told the DK BA that hewas KNU - thiscommonly happensdueto business
rivalry and other grudges.] Wewent there, but they wouldn’t allow usto seemy
brother. Thenlater hisfriend escaped, sothey killed my brother instead of him. His
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friend escaped with hack wounds all over his body. When Ko Per Baw arrest
people they never kill them, they just give them to the Burmeseto do it. They
captured himandkilled him at Peh Baw. | don’t seeany reasonwhy they killed him.

It took usfour daysto come here. We saw Burmese and Ko Per Baw along the
way, and weran away and hid. Inthemorning we came secretly, wesept at Meh
Pleh Wah Kee onenight, at Thay May Oo Pyaonenight and at Thu Myeh Neeone
night. We hadto comevery slowly. Therewere mines, and the Ko Per Baw were
just onemileaway fromtheroute. They killed one Tee Hseh Ker villager without
any reason, and then Ko Per Baw leader called dl thevillagerswhowereinthehills
to comeback totheir village. Weknew that, so wejust pretended to be going back
to our village and we camethrough here.

We came here because they killed my brother, and becausethey tried to arrest us
and blame uswhen people[ KNLA] went and fought withthem. Whenthey arrested
my brother, the messagefrom PaNwee[aDKBA |eader] to hismenwasto bring us
back if welet them capture us, and to shoot us dead otherwise. We couldn’t hide
with our children, so we camehere. When we came herewe had nothing, only my
baby and the clotheson my body. No pots, no blankets.

Some people came herefor reasons like ours, and others came because Ko Per
Baw asked for money and they couldn’t pay, or because they were beaten by Ko
Per Baw. They ordered usto go and work on theroad, and some people had small
babiesand couldn’t go so they had to pay money -- 1,000 kyatseachtime. Wehad
to buy rice, and onebig tinwasmorethan 1,000 kyats. Theroad startsat Nat Kyun
and goesto Thamanya[thisispart of the Daw Lan and Pa-anroad]. We had to
buildit for three months- it started three monthsago. We had to gofor fivedays,
then come back and rest, and then the same group had to go again because there
wereno other groups[usually thevillageisdivided into groupswhich rotate turns of
forced labor]. 50 peoplefrom the Christian part of the village had to go, and 50
peoplefrom the Buddhist part, altogether 100 people. Women and men. If you
couldn’'tgoit cost over 1,000 kyatsto hire someoneto goinyour place. We hadto
take our ownfood. Wehad to takeaong anursefor the sick people, apastor sowe
could haveamassand atraditional doctor for peoplewho got bitten by snakes. The
road isvery wide, and built ashigh astwo men soyou haveto climbuptoitwitha
ladder. 1t took us one day to walk there. I'vebeentwotimes. Thiscar roadis
supposed to go onto Nabu and Bee T'Ka. Ten villageshad to work on theroad.
Therewere 15 soldiersthere, and sometimesthey got angry and fired their guns.
Thevillagersin T'Nay Cha[Nabu] hadtobuildtheroadin T’ Nay Cha, thevillagers
in Paw Ye Pu and DtaGreh were another group, and Nat Kyun and Bee T' Kawere
another group. Someof theroadswerealready finished: from Pa-anto Thamanya,

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



544 HRDU

then at Thamanyatheroad forks, asmall road goesto Nat Kyun and thebig main
road goesto Kyeh. Wewereworking onthe small road.

We a so had to go as porters, work for them and carry their things. Wehad to carry
toNoh Law Bler, TaKu Kraw, Tee Hseh Ker, go around and then back to Taung
Zone, Paw Ye Pu and DtaGreh. We had to carry their food to Dta Greh. They
calledfive peoplefor fivedays. Wehadto gofor the Ko Per Baw also.

The Burmesehave campsat Thamanya[actually outsidetherefuge of Thamanya],
Kalah Goneand Der Law. InBee T’ Ka, first therewas Battalion 28, then after six
monthsit changed to Battalion 339, and six months|ater Battalion 338 came. There
ared0 s0ldiersat Bee T'Ka. They cal thevillagersto stand sentry through thenight,
but they don’t givethem guns. At Kalah Gone many villagersdied becausethey
were sentriesand therewasabattle. Every night thevillagershaveto be sentries.
Evenwhenthe soldiersstay inthemonastery thevillagershaveto stand sentry there.
Wenever hadtimetorest. They ordered usto do onething and then another thing.

So peopledon’t want to stay. For some peoplethe only way to get money isto be
aporter. If anyonehiresyouitisfivedaysfor 1,000 kyats, and you can buy rice
withthat money. Peoplewho have money hire others, and the peoplewho are poor
doit. [When SLORC demands porters, peoplewho can afford it hire othersto go
intheir place. Itisadesperate and dangerousway to make enough money tosurvive,
and thereisno guarantee of rel ease after the specified time.]

The SLORC ordered thewholevillage of mineto move. Every household had to
moveuntil therewere noneleft -- 40 or 50 households. They didn'ttell usanywhere
to go, we just had to go and stay anyplace. They also forced Noh Law Bler to
move. They werealsotold to go to any other placewherethey could stay. If the
Karen soldierscameand you did not tell them about it, they cameand said, “ You
don’t report to usso you can't stay here, get out”. They did not likeusto allow the
Karensoldiersinour village. They said, “1f you didn’t accept the Karen soldiers
how could they get food? And if they can’t get food thenthey can’t stay around.”
Many villageshadtomove, | can’'t countthemall. BeeT'Ka, Noh Law Bler, TaKu
Kraw, Tee Hseh Ker, and Kwih Sgheh moved to wherever we could and stayed
wherever wehad relatives.
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Interview 60: HRV: Refugee, Arrest, Torture, Killing, Forced
L abor

Name: Naw Hser Muh

Sx: Femde

Age 55

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marital status: Married with four children aged 2-33

Address: Bee T Kavillage, DtaGreh Township, Karen State
Dateof interview: May 1997

Source: KHRG

[“Naw Hser Muh” had just fled her villageto become arefugeewhen thisinterview
was conducted. Her son Saw Heh Wah was murdered by SLORC and DKBA]|
arrived at the border over ten daysago. We cameviaMeh Th' Wah Kee- two days
climbing the mountains, wenearly died. Thereweremorethan 20 of us, somefrom
Bee T’ Kaand othersfrom Papun.

Three months ago, SL ORC soldiersarrested and tortured my son and hisfriend.
The soldierstied them up, covered their faces and beat them badly, then hisfriend
escaped and they killed him. They arrested my son on Tuesday and killed him on
Saturday, held him for six daysand killed him. The Ko Per Baw gavehimtothe
Burmese, and they tortured him and killed him. Hissister went after himand got the
hel p of the senior monk at Peh Kru, but they wouldn't let her seehim. Hiswifewent
also but couldn’t seehim. They just told ustowait. They said we should bring the
village headman, but he had run away so we couldn’t find him. TheKo Per Baw
gave my sonto the Burmese, and they took him somewheree seand questioned him
about many things, but hisfriend told usthat my sonanswered every question correctly
so they knew he had done nothing wrong. But hisfriend wasbeaten and knew they
weregoingtokill him, so he escaped.

Hisfriend escaped on Friday. After hisfriend had escaped they ordered my sonto
show them hisfriend’ sgoats, and then they killed him. Hisfriend had gonethereto
buy goats, and my son just went a ong hoping to get hired for money. But they don't
allow anyoneto trade anything [without SL ORC permission] - anyonewho trades
anything getsarrested. Hisfriend had bought only fivegoats. My son had onechild,
hischildisaready two yearsold, and hiswifewas pregnant when hewaskilled.

Peoplein my villagea so had to work for theforced labor, but | could not. | hadto
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ask my daughter togo for me. My other sonshad aready fled and comehere, somy
daughter hadto go. It wastheNat Kyunroad. People over 40 yearsold and those
asyoung as 12 hadto go, and they all had to do thesamework. Everyonehadtodig
and carry theearth. Theroad wasa ready made but we had to makeit higher for the
rainy season floods. Theroadiswideenoughfor two trucks.

We also had to work as porters, but | was afraid to go so we had to hire peoplefor
200 or 250 kyats. They also made usgo every morning to work for them, and we
had to give all theinformation [on KNLA movements, etc.]. They ordered the
villagersto stand guard whilethey dept, and whenever something happened or anyone
came wewere supposed to beat on apiece of bamboo. Sowe beat on the bamboo,
and then they came and beat usup. Every night, two villagershad to go for the
whole night and stand guard a ong theroad from Peh Kruto DtaGreh. Alongthe
mainroad to Naw KaYathevillagershad to go and stand guard spaced al dongthe
road, two people at each spot every night. If wedid not go they demanded 1,500
kyats. Two men died there because of snake bites. The nursetried to savethem but
couldn’t. Therearemany snakestherein hot season and rainy season.

Interview 61: HRV: Refugee, Forced Labor, Women, Child

Name: Maung Kyaw

S Made

Age 27

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Marita status. Sngle

Address: T’ Nay Chavillage, Kawkareik Township, Karen State
Dateof interview: May 1997

Source: KHRG

[T’ Nay Chaisthe Sgaw Karen namefor hisvillage, whichisknownasLer Puin
Pwo Karenand Nabuin Burmese. Thislargevillageissouth and west of therelocation
area, interritory morestrongly held by SLORC. Maung Kyaw wasinterviewed just
after arrivingin Thailand asarefugee.]

| arrived here eight daysago. | came because| don’t want to be aporter, I’ mtoo
tiredtodoitanymore. Burmese soldiersand DKBA asked me severa timesto be
aporter. They stay together. | also had to build theroad for them, beasentry, and
digtheir bunkers. Everyoneinthevillagehasto go andwork for them. Asfor sentry
duty, two villagersfrom each village haveto go and do that every night in front of
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their camp. Whenwegowearen't allowed to sleep, but they areall deeping. We
are sentrieswithout guns. We' re supposed to watch, and if we see Karen soldiers
wemust go and tell them.

Inthedaytimeone person from each family hasto go. If thereisno maninthehouse,
women and children haveto go. Wehaveto buildthe car road, and we aso haveto
plant and harvest ricefor them. We haveto go fromtwo to six timeseach month.
Sometimeswe haveto deeptherefor threeto fivedayseach time. Wehaveto bring
our ownrice, fish-pasteand salt. They don’'t giveusany food. We canonly rest
when we are eating rice, and we must eat rice by turns - while some people are
eating, theothersmust work. Wemust work early inthemorning until half past one
inthe afternoon, then we can takearest for one hour. We start again from half past
twountil 50’ clock intheevening. We haveto deepintheir camp, under thetrees,
orinahutif thereareany hutsinthe camp.

They didn’t hurt me, but they shouted at me and forced me because they wanted me
tofinishtheir work quickly. They hurt some peoplewhofail towork. When people's
children or anyoneintheir houseisnot well, they haveto take care of that so they
can'tgotowork for SLORC that day. Thenthenext day the SLORC usually hurts
them and saysit’s because those peopl e have shown disrespect for the SLORC.
They beat them and punish them. On April 13, 1997 my cousin was hurt by the
SLORC becausefor only oneday he' d missed going for labor building the houses
for SLORC [soldiers ] families. The SLORC hit himwithagun on hishead, above
hisright ear, and hishead wasbroken. So thenthe SLORC sent himto the hospital,
but they didn’t giveany food to feed himinthe hospital, and they didn’t even pay the
cost of themedicine. They only paid the hospital for thefirst day. Now my cousin
still isn't well yet. Hesaid he'll come here once hiswound heals. Hisfarmand his
big housewereaready taken by the SLORC becausehisfieldsare near the SLORC
camp. They took all of it. Atfirst my cousin wasgoing to sell hishouse, but the
SLORCwouldn’'talow himto sdll it and they took it for themselves. Then SLORC
ordered himand hisfamily togoandlivein TeeKywavillage.

L ast year each village had to give them about five baskets of paddy for seed, and
they said thisyear they will take more. Then we had to go and plant the seed for
themand do al thework ontheir farm. They didn’t pay usanything. Not only that,
but thosefieldsarenot eventheirs. They just took thevillagers' fields. If your farm
isclosetotheir camp, they just takeit for themselves.

It took metwo daysto comehereby car. | had to ridethe car from Kru Tu[Kyone
Doh] to Myawaddy for one night for 1,500 kyats, then | came here by car for 50
baht. | just cameinacar that wasbringing goodsto sell. The SLORC didn’'t know.
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If they knew, they would never let uscome. | will go back sometime, but not this
year. Maybeintwo or threeyears. | think 1’1l go to Bangkok to find work, or if |
can't maybel canfind work hereonafarmjust to survivefrom day to day.

Interview 62: HRV: Forced Labor, Torture, Women, Killing

Name: Saw Kayni

S Made

Age 50yearsold

Ethniaty: Karen

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status. Widower, father of four children

Address HaKo Kheevillage, Papuntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: May 14, 1997

Placeof interview: Kloparefugee camp, near Mae Sariang, Thailand
Source: L okanat

| served asaporter fromMarch 12to
theend of April. | wascapturedwhile
| was shopping in the market by
soldiersfrom LIB. 548. Other people
inthemarket werealso arrested. The
soldierspointed their gunsat usand
said that they would shoot if wedid
not follow the order. About 100
peoplewererounded up for portering
that day.

| had to carry bullets and weapons.
Sometimes| hadto carry chicken, and
pork which weretaken by forcefrom
thevillagesaongtheway. Thesoldiers
asotook the household utensiisfrom
the houseswhich were deserted by the owners.

Everyday weweregiven only oneplate of ricewhich wasinadequatefor an average
adults. If weasked for somemorericethesoldiersscolded us. Sometimesathough
the soldiershad pork, only two pieces each being about the size of two-fingerswas
givento each porter. All portershad to givelabor without getting payment. No
medial servicesfor porters. Thesoldierssaid that therewereno medicinesfor the
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portersand if they were sick and could not follow them they would bekilled by
shooting. If theportersdid not wishto die, they must keep working in spite of being
il

We saw the porters beaten by the soldiers. Two Karen women were taken as
porters because the SL ORC knew that they were the wives of the KNU leaders
named Bo PhaPalaw Pho and Bo Kyaw Hair. SLORC forced themto carry more
heavy load. They became unconscious dueto the continuous beating along the
route. They wereleft behind. Fortunately, thetwo women werefound accidental ly
by the KNU soldiersand received medical treatment. They were sent back to their
homevillage.

Two of the portersdied ontheway. One of them wasasixty-year-old Karen elder
and the other onewasfifty yearsold. Both of them wereleft onetheway whenthey
were exhausted dueto overwork. They died soon after.

Nearly two monthsafter serving asaporter therewere many battles between KNU
and SLORC. Three SLORC soldierswerekilled and buried besidetheroute.

| had to carry one injured SOLRC soldier back to Papun. At the entry gate of
Papuntherewasabridge. | wasleft therebecausel could not continue carrying the
wounded soldier. | ran away from there and escaped.

Onarriva at my village, | learnt that all villageswereforced to relocateto Thai-

Burmese border. So | decided to leave for the Thai-Burmaborder. Now, | am
staying at Kloparefugeescamp. If conditionspermit, | would liketo go back home.

Interview 63: HRV: Refugee, Forced Labor, Incursion

Name: Na Nyein

Sx: Made

Age 47 years

Ethniaty: Mon Buddhist

Address: Kwe-tho-nyi-mavillage, Yebyu township, Tenasserim
Divison

Dateof interview: May 20, 1997.

Placeof interview: Hal ockhani camp, Thai-Burmaborder

Source: MIS

When did you arrive to this refugee camp? And Why?
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| arrived hereabout two yearsago. My nativevillageisKywe-thone-nyi-mavillage.
| came here because | escaped from the conscription of forced labor. When | was
inmy village (in 1994 and 1995), we, thevillagerswere alwaysasked by themilitary
through thevillage headmen to work in the Ye-Tavoy construction. | had notimeto
work inmy ricefarm and faced food-shortage problems. Once, | was absent for
work inthe construction and | was severely beaten by the SLORC soldiersfrom
LIB. 408. Afterthat, | decidedtoleavemy homeandvillage. | cameherewith my
wholefamily.

When the SLORC troops came into this village (Halockhani camp), did you
stay in your house and how did you feel?

| wasvery afraid like other villages. | went to Baleh Donephai and carried sugar
caneto sell and when | arrived home about 5-6 O’ clock inthe evening, the Burmese
soldierswereinthevillage. Two young soldiers, about 14 yearsold, werestayingin
my house and my wife and children were quiet. It was hard to decide whether |
should enter the house or turn to the section leader’ shouse. Onecommander wasin
his house while | stood on the road. Then he came to me and told me not to be
afraid, but to stay at home. | went back home.

When -I dropped the sugar-canein front of my house, one soldier came and asked
for sugar-cane. Theother soldierstoo cameand took sugar-caneswithout payment.
| wasvery afraid and did not say anything to them. Every day during their stay they
alwaysasked for vegetablesand meat fromus. Every family inthevillagewerein
fear that fighting might take placein their village, becausethe Mon troopswere
entrenched at thetop of amountain not far fromthe Burmese soldiers. Wetold each
other tofleeinto Thailand. But it wastoodifficult. Many Tha soldierswere stationed
at theentrance of Thai territory and we had no ID cardsto gointo Thailand. We
thought if thefighting broke out, wewould bekilled.

How did they treat the villagers?

The soldierswent around every house and checked the population of the camp.
They searched around thehousesfor arms. They also asked thevillagerstotell them
whothenativevillagerswereand why wefledtothisvillage. Weliedtothemwethat
came hereto get good jobs and moreincome.

The soldiersal so went to the hospital and annoyed thefemalemedics. They asked
medicinesfrom the hospital and ordered the medicsto take care of their commanders.
They also asked the section leaders to provide bamboo and thatch to build the
military barrack. | suddenly remember about theforced conscription of thevillagers
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inour villageto build themilitary base. They didthesame. Onthenext day theMon
commander came and told the villagers not to provide bamboo and thatch. We
wereafraid fighting would break out between the M on and the Burmese.

How did they leave the village?

After stayingfor fiveto days, they left thevillage. TheMon commander pressured
them every day to return Three-pagoda-Pass. At theend, they agreed to return.
But they asked for 20 portersfrom thevillageto carry their suppliesand weapons.
Thevillage and section agreed to provide them with 20 porters because we wanted
themto leavethevillageasquickly aspossible. The 20 porterscarried thematerials
to Day Sot, aplace half way to Three Pagoda Pass.

Interview 64. HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Women, Forced
Labor, Killing, Torture

Name: Saw Win Htoo

Sx: Made

Age 25

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Marital status: Single liveswith hisparents

Address: Noh Khehvillage, DtaGreh Township, Papundidrict, Karen
State

Dateof interview: May, 1997

Source: KHRG

[ Saw Win Htoo had just fled hisvillageto becomearefugee when thisinterview was
conducted.]| cameto thisrefugee camp because the Burmeseforced usto move.
We ran and scattered everywhere. We had to runto T—. Eight villageshad to
move- Naw Ter Kee, Pleh Wah Hta, Taw Ghoh Hta, Noh Kheh, PaWih Kee, Paw
Tee Hta, Paw Tee Wah, and Kyaw Law Kloh. The Burmese ordered usto be
portersand to find the Karen soldiers. We couldn’t find them, so they forced usto
move. They toldus, “If you stay here and there’ sany fighting, you will haveto do
your duty and face the consequences. If you don’t do your duty wewill kill you.”
They wanted to make Kaw Thoo Lei [KNU] people go hungry. They said that
peoplefrom the village welcomed and gavericeto Kaw Thoo Lei people, sothey
moved thevillage. Somebody went and shot at the Burmese at Peh Leh Noh and
onedied, so they beat our Burman village headwoman. Shecried out very loudly
and one of her ribswasbroken. After that she dared not beavillage head anymore
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and we had to choose anew one. Our village head was awoman becauseif we
choose men the Burmese treated them very badly, but women were treated a bit
better [i.e. tortured alittlelessfrequently].

They started giving theseorderslast rainy season[mid-1996]. First they said nobody
could go outsidethevillage, that they would shoot dead anyonethey saw outsidethe
village. All our livestock aso had to bekept and cared for insdethevillage[impossible
for cattleand buffaloes], but thevillagers couldn’t feed them likethat so they had to
let their livestock wander freely, and the cattle ate and destroyed all our rice crop.
The peoplefrom Naw Ter Keeand Play Ghaw Hta, lost all their crop to the cattle,
sothey didn’t have enough for themsel ves and they had to buy it from elsewhere.
Thenin January the Burmese started to relocate thevillagesto ThuK’Bee. The
Burmesesaid, “ Anything you can’t takewith you will beours. Wewill burnall of
your houses.” Thevillagersmoved, they took some money with them and bought
somerice, but whenthemoney wasgonethey went hungry. Sometried to findwork
to earn some money, and they al thought about coming here.

The Burmese set up their camp therefour yearsago. ItwasIB. 36. Now thereare
three campsaround thevillage, 30 soldiersat each camp. They came and asked us
“Wherearethengapway [‘ringworm’] Karen soldiers, haveyoufound any yet?’ If
wesaid no, they beat usand say “Areyoungapway?’ Thenif wesaid nothey beat
us, and if we answered yes, they beat us. They always demanded seven people
from eachvillagetowork at their camp. Seven peoplehadto gowiththeir ownrice
and then came back each day. They wrote ordersto thevillage head and then she
had to arrangethevillagersfor them. Ineachvillagethreetofivevillagershadtogo
asportersand 40 or 50 people had to go for other work at atime. If you couldn’t
goyou had to hiresomeone elsefor 100 Kyatsper day. The oldest who went were
40 or 50 yearsold, and theyoungest were 15. For work ontheroad, it wasmostly
women who went, and single young people. If older peoplewent the soldiersmade
them work even harder. We had to go for three to four days, and take our own
food.

They demanded porters and people went, and then if people couldn’t carry their
thingsany morethey kicked them, scomped on them, beat them and punched them.
Sometimesthey said people hel ped the® ngapway”, that meansKaren soldiers, and
thenthey killed them. They poured water intheir mouths, tied their handsbehind
their backs, tied their necksand plunge them in water, then they make them crawl
acrossthorn bushes. They killed two villagersthisyear that way, Tee Po Thay and
Tay PoKer. TheBurmese ordered themto go and find someKaren soldiersand as
they couldn’t, they killed them. Thevillage head tried to vouch for them, but they
didn’'tlisten and said it wasnoneof her business. Their wivesfollowed andtried to
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seethem but couldn’t. They held themintheforest for two or three daysand then
killedthem. Theleadersof the Burmeseknew their menwere doing thesethingsbut
they pretended they did not know. Peoplewent and told them about it, and later
they cameand forced thevillagersto move.

| decided to comehereandtry tofindwork tolive. I’ll doanythingthat | can. Three
of uscametogether. Alongtheway at Meh Th'Wah, Ko Per Baw gaveusproblems.
We had to give them money or elsethey wouldn’t allow usto come. We couldn’t
comesecretly. Inour villagewedid not see Ko Per Baw. We cameinto Thailand
and the Thaisarrested two of usontheroad at Mae Tan. Wehadto stay inMae Tan
jail for onenight andin Mae Sot jail for four nights. | had to give them 700 baht, that
wasall | had, and my uncle[aready arefugee] cameand heonly had 100 baht so he
gaveit to them, and then they released me. My friend had to stay there cleaning the
groundsof thejail. They released himlater, but | don’t know whereheisnow. After
| wasreleased | came here [the refugee camp] on the passenger car, but | had no
money for thefare, sothe Thai driver got angry with me. [Note: unlikethe scenesof
Thais“welcoming” refugees portrayed in Hollywood movies, thisismoretypical of
what redlly happens, new refugeeswho arrivein smal groupsarecommonly arrested,
imprisoned, robbed and abused in other waysby Thai authorities, then either forcibly
repatriated, sold into sweatshop labor, or allowed to pay their own way to get to
refugee camps.]

My parentsarestill at Noh Kheh but they will come soon. Many peoplewill come

becausethey can't stay thereany more. | don’t know whenthey will arrive. They
aredl farmershbut they can’'t do anything now.

Interview 65: HRV: Refugee, Livelihood, Forced L abor, Killing

Name: U Thar Htae

Sx: Made

Age 56 years

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Address: Kyun Chaung Village, Kya-lnn-Sakkyi township, Karen State

Dateof Interview: June5, 1997.
Placeof interview: Three Pagodas pass, near Sankhlaburi, Thailand
Source: MIS

Why did you leave your village and when?

| arrived hereonemonth ago. | could not surviveif westayedinour villagelonger.
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TheBurmesesoldierstook al our rice, andthey didn’t leave any for our family. That
waswhy | fled hereto escape from the mistreatment of Burmese soldiersand to
seek ajob.

Do you get job here, now?
Yes. Now, | amaworker inafurniturefactory.

Can you explain to me how the Burmese soldiers confiscated your rice and
when?

It wasa thebeginning of March. About 500 Burmesesoldiersfromthejoint operation
(especialy fromIB. 61, IB. 32, LIB. 343 and other Light Infantry Battalionsand
these troops are under the command of SLORC Brigade No. 44) arrived at our
areaand surrounded our village. The soldierscameinand called ameetingwith all
villagers. Firgly, they asked how often the Karen troopscametothevillageand then
explained that if wekept our paddy or ricein our village, the Karen soldierswould
takeit. They ingtructed thevillagersto carry dl their riceto themiddle of thevillage
and keepitinoneplace.

How did they (the soldiers) keep all paddies and rice from the villagers? Did
they distribute it to the villagers later?

They forced thevillagersto build themilitary camp and keep dl thericeand paddy in
their baseinsdethevillage. Thevillagershadtobuildabigricestoreanddl villagers
paddy waskept there. Yes, they distributed it to thevillagers. First, they distributed
one basket of paddy to each family for oneweek. 1t wasnot enoughto eat. When
we asked them to give more, the commander refused. After two weekswe had buy
our ricefromthe soldiers. Thecommander said they would keep these paddiesfor
troopsandif thevillagersneeded it they would haveto buy.

How much did you have to pay for one basket of paddy?

About 80 kyats per basket. Most villagers had no cash to buy and we gathered
cash and bought therice, and then shared it equally.

You said, the soldiers also forced the villagers to build their military barrack.
How did they conscript the villagers and when was it?

Soon after they arrived at our village, the soldiers planned to build the military camp.
Previoudy, the Burmese Army had cometo our village; they stayed only afew hours
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and never established their base. Thistimethey changed their plan. They conscripted
al malevillagersincluding boysto build the military barracks. Thesevillagerswent
to their basein the morning and returned homein theevening. Wehad towork for
thewhole day exceptsone-hour rest for lunch.

What kind of works did you have to do?

Severa kindsof work. We dug earth to make bunkersand trenches. We cleared
theland and dug the earth for aplayground. Webuilt the barrack and cut bamboo to
makefences. Thetreesaround the basewere cut down and used in building barracks
and etc.

Did they use the villagers as front-line porters?

Yes. They brought many porterstogether with them and these porterswere arrested
from other areas. But they also used our villagersto show the bases of the Karen
troops. Once, two daysafter they reached thevillage, they used about 20 of our
villagersincluding meto lead them to the Karen bases. They forced ustowalk in
front ashuman shields so that if the Karen troopsfired wewould bekilled and not
them. But luckily, therewasno fighting or shooting from the Karen troops.

Did you hear about the killing of the porters when you were there?

Yes. Whenwebuilt the military barracks, | asotalked with aporter from Kya-Inn-
Seikyi town. HewasaKaren. Hesaid thetwo Karen villagerswho were arrested
asportersfromvillages near Taungbauk (avillage closeto Kya-ein-seik-kyi town)
werekilled by the soldierson amountain before reaching our village. Thesemen
weresick and could not walk any more. The soldiersweregetting angry withthese
men and beat them. They werethen shot and | eft behind.

Because of the forced labor and portering, did men flee from the village?

No. You couldn't flee, becauseyour wifeand childrenwereinthevillage. They dso
maderegistration of thevillagersand told the head of family that if they fled fromthe
village, their wivesand children would be punished. So nobody dared to fleewithout
their wholefamily. When| fled | brought al my family members. If | |eft someone
there, he/shewould be severely punished.

When will you return home?

It dependsonthesituationinthevillage. | will stay herefor thewholerainy season
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and next dry season, if thereisno fighting, | will go back.

Interview 66: HRV: Arrest, Women

Name Nam Nu

Sex: Femde

Age 32-year-old

Ethniaty: Karenni

Placeof interview: Thai-Burmaborder, Karenni State
Dateof Interview: June 1997

Source; HRDU

| spent about oneyear in Loikaw prison. | did not want to say why | wasarrested.
TheMI cameto my house and asked meto comewith them. | asked thereif they
had awarrant. They saidthey did not need any warrant. They took metothepolice
station and interrogated me. They a so beat meup during theinterrogation. | did not
haveachanceto deepfor threedays. They forced meto confessthat | committed
acrime. TheMI punched meintheface, They beat me up with batons and also
forced meto squat onthe stonefor along time. They a so shonebright light on my
eyesfor alongtime, too. Theseall wereMI, not police. They cameinto theroom
and blindfolded me so | did not know who they were. | knew only Captain Kyaw
Kyaw Thu, Captain Kyaw Win, U Tun Shein, U Han Nyunt, Thet Khin Soe, quarter
master Myint Oo, Khin Soeand Thet Naing. They all werefromMI 27 in Loikaw.
Finaly, | had to make afal se statement because | could no longer bear their torture.
They stopped beating meonly after | made afa se statement. Other womeninthe
policecdl were a so beaten and women with politica chargesfaced worsetreatment.

Anyone hasaright to alawyer during the hearing at the court. However, the cost for
hiring lawyer was so high that most could not afford to hireone. It cost between
10,000-50,000 kyats. Even having lawyersdid not help so much asdl lawyersand
judgeswerealso scared of theMI. All caseswere screened and judged by the M.
Thejudgeonly had to read out the decision provided by the M. It seemed freeand
fair by pointing out that people could come and hear at the court. However, Ml
were among the crowd, so nobody could speak or give comment.

| wasput in Loikaw prison after the sentence. | met about 70 women during my time
inprison. The hardshipsand maltreatment continuedintheprison. Whilewedthy
people could avoid the mistreatment by paying bribesto the prison officials, the
ordinary peoplesuffered many formsof mistreatment during their timein the prison.

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU 557

Women prisonerswere sentenced for different reasons. Somewerefor stealing,
drug trafficking and political reasonsaswell. | saw somewomen prisonersserving
for political reasons. They were Nan Nyunt Yee Hlaing who was serving a20
years imprisonment, MaRosy whowasserving fiveyears imprisonment and Hnin
Mu, Htar YaMoe and onewoman (wife of U Rona, NL D member). All of them
were sentenced for allegedly having communication with thearmed ethnic groups,
particularly withthe Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP).

Anyonewho could give 5,000 kyatsto Sonny, chief prison officer wasableto get
special privilege. Besides him, she had to pay 500 kyats each to three wardens.
They were Daw HlaHlaMyint, Daw San Yee and Daw Mi Mi Khaing. They
regularly asked for more money every two months. | spent over 10,000 kyatsfor
them during my oneyear period inside prison.

Thegtuation of womeninsdetheprisonwasterrible. Many young girlsweresexudly
harassed by Sonny. Hedept with oneyoung girl each night. Someyoung girlsdept
3-4nightswith him. Girlsweregiven good treatment if sheagreedto degpwith him.
Somegirlswerereleased beforetheir actual release datefor deeping with Sonny.
Most girlswho were sentenced for prostitution faced thissituation. Other girlsaso
faced thissituation. For example, Ni Ni Myint, ayoung pretty girl wasput in prison
for alleged prostitution. Actually shewasnot. Shewasforced to degpwith Sonny.
Shewaslater rel eased after onemonth. Shetold her story to her boy friend from
Specid Investigation Branch. Later | heard that Sonny wastransferred to Myingyan
prison dueto hismal practice.

Women prisonersdid not get specid trestment during their period. Pregnant women
also did not get good treatment during their [abor time. Women had to give labor
behind bars because they were not allowed to go to the hospital. | witnessed two
womenwho gave deliveriesbehindthebars. They were SueMdi, 25 year-old-girl
fromavillagenear Loikaw. Shegavebirthin April 1997. Shehad labor pain at
11:00 p.m. but was not allowed to get out for medical treatment. Nan Nyunt Yee
Hlaing who had the medical experience helped her deliver her child with unclean
thingsthat wereavailablein the prison. Therewasno medical supplies. Sheused
theburnediron plate during the delivery because therewasnothing else. Another
onewasKhinKhin Oo, a27-year-old girl from Chikevillage, Loikaw who gave
birth at the beginning of June 1997. Shewasassisted by Nam Nyunt YeeHlaing
too.
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Interview 67: HRV: Forced Labor, Arrest, Torture

Name: WinNang

Sex: Single, mae

Age 28

Ethnicity Burmese

Parents names. U Chit Zin, Daw Khin Nyunt
Address: BawaGonevillage, Tavoy
Dateof interview: June 19, 1997

Placeof interview: PinSi village, Thai- Burmaborder
Source: HRDU

| worked asaporter on June 4, 1997 as part of an ongoing rotation. Therewere
about seventy housesinmy villageand, aspart of each rotation, twenty peoplewere
assigned to work as portersfor ten days. |If someonewanted to hire asubstitute
during their rotation, it would cost them 3000 kyatsto cover that ten- day period.
Sincel had no money to hire asubstitute, | wasforced to becomeaporter for the

amy.

| think therearethreedifferent typesof porters. Thefirg, isthetypeof porter with
quotaobligations, likeinmy situation. The second, isthe hired porter, who receives
themoney asthesubdtitutetofill thequota. Andthethird, isapersonwhoisrandomly
arrested and forced to work asaporter. Generally, thefirst two typesmight havea
littletimeto preparethe basic materia sthey will need asporters. For example, they
could bring somedried food like salt and fish paste. Thethird type, however, is
given absolutely notimeto gether eventhesmplest of provisons. They areconscripted
andforced towork with nothing morethantheclothesontheir bodies. Their Stuation
isobvioudy muchworsethanitisfor thefirst two typesof porters.

OnJune4, 1997, my group wastakenfirst to Taung ThineLonvillage, thentoMyee
Khan Bavillage. Weweretrucked therealong withthe soldiersfromtheLIB. 104.
Intotal, therewere about 200civilianstaken as portersfrom different placeswithin
the Tavoy and Yebyu town ships. Mot of uswere quotaand substitute porters, and
| did not seeany of thethird type portersamong us.

When we arrived in Myee Khan Baw village, wewere put in the local primary
school. Thesoldiersguarded usthewholetimewewerethereand warned usnot to
attempt to escape. They told usthat many troops had been deployed all aroundthe
villageincdludingthevillagemilitiatroops. (Note: thevillagemilitiatroopsaredifferent
from the Peopl€ sVoluntary Armed Forcefoundin other areas. Thismilitiagroupis
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known asthe Anti Insurgency Group, and wasformed and armed by SL ORC troops.
Incidentaly, they werethesameauixiliary force used during therecent offensveagaingt
the KNU 4th Brigade). With thesethreatsfresh on our minds, we stayed therefor
two days. During thistime, we were each given one meager plate of rice per day.
Drinking water wasa so in short supply and asaresult wewere not allowed to bathe
during that time. Unableto bear the miserable conditions, six portersdecided totry
the escapeon June5, 1997. Later, we heard thefour of them had been rearrested
that same day and executed by troopsfrom the LIB. 104. They all were from
Kaang Aungvillagein Yebyutownship. | did not know their names. Theother two
escapees were also apprehended not long afterwards. We saw them when we
arrived at See Phyonevillageon June 7. They weretied up and guarded by the
villagemilitia. A corpora fromthecolumn cut thethroat of oneof themwith hisknife
as soon as he saw them. Hewas angry because he had been reprimanded by his
commanding officer for not having kept better guard in Myee Khan Baw village.
Thediedinstantly. Theother porter was hit with an axe by another corporal. We
watched himfall and | do not know whether hesurvived.

We were each ordered to carry two tins of rice and other materials which were
about 20 vissinweight. Someportershad to carry military equipment and ammunition.
We were continuously reminded by the troopsthat we would be shot dead if we
attempted torunaway. Some porterswho did not walk fast enough werephysicaly
beaten by the soldiers, but none of usdared to try and escape after witnessing the
outcomesof thesix that had tried earlier.

On June 8, the column left from See Phyone and arrived in Thu Khavillage after
marchingal night. Wecametoredizethat thesoldiersinour columnwere assigned
to replace thetroops stationed at Thu Kha. We were not allowed to go back with
thiscolumn, and thetroops ordered usto keep working for them. Weweredivided
into four groups, each comprising of 50 porters. Our group was ordered to stay
withtheLIB. 104 column which was stationed at thetop of ahill in ThuKha. We
had to do everything for themincluding collecting firewood, digging trenches, building
barracks, fencesand roofs.

Wewereforced to work every day wewerethere. Sometimesthe soldiersbeat us
becausethey were not satisfied with our work. Therewereaso somemilitiasoldiers
stationed with the SLORC soldiersat the outpost, and they were also cruel to us.
When they got drunk, they would threaten to kill us. They worethe samemilitary
uniformsastheunitsfrom Tavoy, and the badgesontheir uniformwerea sothesame
asthe SLORC soldiers. Altogether, | think there were about 100 of theminthis
column.
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Although SL ORC had promised to send another group after our ten daysrotation
finished, the new group had till not arrived. The hard work, compounded by the
inadequatefood rations made metired and disappointed. This, plusthefact that we
wereroutinely beaten by the soldiersmade me decideto runaway. It would bethe
only way to escapethishell and | was constantly looking for the chanceto escape.
Oneday, when our group of seven porterswas ordered to gather firewood inthe
forest near Kyun Chaung village, | took my chance and started running. | ran and
ran, afraid that themilitiawas closebehind me. | ranwithout stopping for four hours
until | arrived at the Thai- Burmaborder. Now | amstayinginPin S village.

Interview 68: HRV: Arrest, Forced Labor, Women, Child,
Refugee, Killing

Name: MughaL wee Paw

S Femde

Age 49

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Maritd status: Widow withfour children

Address: xxxx village, Myawaddy township, Karen State
Dateof interview: July 4, 1997

Source: KHRG

[MughaLweePaw hadtofleeher village after being arrested and tortured by DKBA.
Her testimony shows how thevillage structure breaks down when thelack of any
ruleof law causes peopleto makefa seaccusationsover personal grudges.]

The DKBA arrested meat my village because they had ordered metogoto LuBaw
Heh post [and shehadn’t gone]. | didn’t know anything. Itwas[DKBA] Battalion
333. Their battalion commander isBo Kyaw Kyaw and the second-in-commandis
ThaLone. They saidthat | joined the Karen [resistance] but | never didthat. They
accused meand asked me, “ Do their soldiers cometo your housein the middle of
thenight?’ | answered that | never saw them, and they asked, “How many times
haveyou sent ricetotheir soldiers?’ | toldthem I’ d never donethat. Hesaid people
told himthey’ d seen metalkingto Bo Kyaw [aKNLA officer] inmy garden.” I’ ve
never seenhim,” | answered.

They beat mewith abamboo branch that still had the husksonit. They hit meone
timeand my skinwasdashed, and my youngest child cried until shefainted, and my
sonlooked at me and hewasalso crying with fear. They beat me becausethey said
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| had stolen somecattle. | amawoman, why would | haveto steal cattle? Evena
chicken, | would never stel.

That wasthefirst timethey arrested me, in March. They kept mefor two days. It
was Ther Heh who beat me. The second timeit was Ther Heh and Bo Than Htun
who arrested me, and they kept mefor eight daysin April. They called metogoto
them, and then they tied me all over my body, they tied up my neck, around my
chest, and my legs. | couldn’t standand | couldn’t sit. They tied meuplikeaball.
They kept metied likethat for oneand ahalf days. | couldn’t stay likethat. The
knotswerenot very tight, so | told Bo Than Htun | couldn’t stay theway hehadtied
meanymoreand then | untied my own handsand therest of my body. | told them,
“I'won’trun. If I run, shoot medead and keep shooting until my body fallsto pieces.
If I had done anything wrong, | wouldn’t even have dared come here. | only came
becausel know nothing.”

In the afternoon they took me back to ThraK---'splace and we slept there. They
tied one of my handsagain. | told them not totieme, | said, “I will follow you
wherever yougo. | would dierather thanrun.” But every timewewerenear people's
housesthey tied meagain. They tied my handsvery tightly, and they tied my neck
and my wholebody. | saidto Ther Heh, “Why doyoutiemelikethis? | won't run,
untiemeplease’. Thenhesaidtome, “1 amnot aleader. We haveleadersand we
haveto dothisby order, sol cannot untieyounow.” | told him, “No problem”, and
| untied my foot. | wasthinking, “If youwant tokill mejust kill me, but | will untie
mysalf”. Then| couldn’t deep, so | untied my wholebody again. Their porter told
menot to untiemyself likethat, hesaid“ If people seeit won't begood”. But | told
him | couldn’'t stay likethat, and then | untied all. | stayed at their side, and | told
them to deep closeto mebecause| wasafraid. My child had stayed behind, and |
wasworried whether it could eat or not because it wasvery small. Then, inthe
morning they tied one of my hands and somevillagersfrom Kaw M’ Kaarrived.
They talked to each other and said, “ Thiswoman knows nothing, don’t beat and
tortureher.” After that Bo Than Htun didn’t do anything to me, eventhough | knew
he' dwantedtotorturemeat first. | saidtohim, “Don’ttortureme, | know nothing”,
and| tried to stay closeto Ther Heh. But then Ther Heh said, “1’ [| send you to Noh
Baw Heh post and you' |l stay with Bo Than Htun.” So | got angry and told mysalf,
“If youwill goback, thengo. If I mustdie, | will die.” But then Than Htundidn’'t do
anything, he said not to worry because heknew people had fal sely accused me. He
took meto Bo Kyaw Kyaw who asked me more questions, but then hesaid, “This
woman knows nothing. Three people have come and accused her, but sheknows
nothing.”

Thefirst timethey arrested me alone, but the second time they also arrested my
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relatives P--- and L--- [both men]. P---is40yearsold and L--- isover 30. They
beat P--- onetime, but not L---. They said that Bo Kyaw Kyaw’sfather-in-law
died becausethesetwo had joined with the Karen soldiersto come and kill him. Bo
Kyaw Kyaw told me hewould kill five peopleto repay thisonelife. Thenthey
demanded money for the desth [whenthey redlized that none of thethree had anything
todowithit]. At NohWahKlay village they demanded 100,000 kyats, and P---
and L--- had to give 50,000 kyats, altogether 150,000 kyats. No one helped us.
They arrested usfor no reason, and they rel eased uswith nothing. Whenthey rel eased
methey told me not to go anywhere, not even to search for food, just to stay inthe
house.

Then | stayed in my village, but one of the Ko Per Baw told me, “If you can go
anywherethenyou'’ d better go away”. Then Bo Than Htun told me, “ Peopletill

accuseyou, so you' d better go away. You know who isaccusing you, so if you
come back later you can dowhat youcando([i.e. getrevenge]”. Butl toldhim|

would never do anything to anyone. | dared not stay anymore, so | went to N---
withmy child. | saw my brother in hisfield planting paddy, and he asked mewhere
I wasgoing. | toldhim | didn’t dare stay, that peoplewoul d keep accusing me until

Iwaskilled. | told himwherever | went they would arrest me. He asked meto stay
thereafew days, so| stayed and helped himinhisfield. | wasstill afraid and was
alwayswatching out because Ko Per Baw had cometothat villageaswell. People
theretold methe situation therewasnot good either, so | [eft and camehere. Along
theway | nearly met Ko Per Baw. If | meetthemagain| will die. | don’t darego
back to my village. | used towork my fields, but now | did not daredo anything. In
many placesthey [DKBA] areburning al thefield hutsand straw, becausethey say
thisiswherethe Karen soldiershideand deep. Alongtheway here, | saw that they
had burned all thevillagers field hutsaswell astheir coconut trees.

With Ko Per Baw, if we can givethem money, thingsarealittlebit better, but if not,
thenthingsaren’t easy for us. They dowhatever they wanttothevillagers. Aslong
astheir ownfamiliesstay happily, they don't care about thevillagers. For themthe
most important thing isto get money. They don't careif theinformation peoplegive
themistrueor not, they just arrest everyone. Themanwhowaskilled [Bo Kyaw
Kyaw’sfather-in-law] was U Tun Maung, hewasabout 50, from YwaKineKong
village closeto the Burmese post. Thevillagershave had to face many problems
sncehisdeath[retaliationby DKBA]. Hewasvery crud tothevillagers, soearlier
thisyear the Karen soldiers came and shot him dead and got arifleand apistol from
him. DKBA gave him permissionto havethesetwo gunsand put himin charge of
somework for them. Hewasin charge of tradinglogs, and hewasaDKBA spy.
Hestayedinthevillage, did whatever hewanted and helped the DKBA, likeif they
wanted to tradelogsin secret, captureyour cattle, or want to drink wine. All these
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thingshedidfor them. Whenever he had any information hewould go straight away
and ask for money. Peoplewould tremblewhenthey heard U Tun Maung'svoice.
For example, if somevillagersdidn’t have enoughrice, they would sell one cow to
get money to buy rice. Thenif heheard about it hewould comeand takeall the
money, saying that thevillagerswereillegaly trading. If | plannedto buy abullock to
work inmy field and he heard about it, hewould comeand takeall my money and
say that | wasillegally trading. They arrested all thetraders, took their money and
shared it among themselves. Thenif their shareswere not equal they fought each
other. Nooneisfreeto sell anything now. Wehaveto ask their permissonand give
money for apass beforewe can do anything. 1f webuild acattle hut here near the
village, there’ snot enough roomfor thecattle, but if webuild it farther awvay thenthey
demand money and punish us becausethey say we' rein contact with Kaw Thoo
Le.

Sonow BoKyaw Kyaw isarresting villagersand saying, “ My father-in-law isdead,
heisonly one, but evenif I kill fiveof youfor it will not besatisfied”. Now U Tun
Maung' swifeisstaying at M---, and whatever she sayspeople havetodo. Sheis
the same as her husband was. Her nameisMu Ku Po, sheisin her forties.

Interview 69: HRV: Arrest, Torture

Name: Saw Bo Gyi

Sx: Made

Age 38

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Address: xxxx village, Pa-an Digtrict, Karen State
Dateof interview: July 8,1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw Bo Gyi was arrested and beaten by SLORC troops.]

The SLORC arrested me on June 16 at Noh Kway and took meto AhYin Pu. |
wasat Noh Kway for awedding, and one person accused me before them, because
they knew | used to hel p collect money for theKaren[KNLA]. | wasnever crud to
villagers. TheKaren asked for my helpand | usedto help themalot.

They kept mefor oneday. They told menot towork for theKaren. | told them that
if they didn’t believel’ m just avillager they should go and seethe headman. Then
they punched meintheface. They werefrom Battalion 13. Therewere many of
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themwho beat me. They arrested two of usand tied up our wholebodies, they even
tied our necks. The Burmese soldierstold their officer that I’ d tried to take hisgun.
How could | take hisgun from him, when they weremany and | wasonly one? They
punched meintheface. | tried to cover my facewith my handsbut they wouldn’t
allow meto dothat, they told me, “L et uspunchyou, just stay still”. A lot of blood
was pouring out of my nose. Then they made me go withthemto TaGkay Pu, and
whenwearrived at the Lon Chamain road they tortured meagain, they tied meand
tortured mealot. Whenwearrived at Paw they didn’t torture me anymore because
then wewere near their captain, but by then | couldn’t even move anymore because
| had no more strength.

Now | have scarson my face, hereon my hand, and the skin on my back was split.
They beat meon my back withagun. Thewoundsstill aren’t healingwell because
they beat memany times. |’ vetried to treat myself butit’sstill not better. My wife
tried to treat me with special oil [combined with spirit worship] to curemeand |’ ve
alsotaken alot of injections, soit hascost mealot.

Interview 70: HRV: Arrest, Torture

Name: PaBoh

S Made

Age 35

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Address: Bee T’ Kavillage, DtaGreh township, Karen State
Dateof interview: July 15, 1997

Source: KHRG

[When interviewed PaBoh still had terrible scars on hisneck and legs caused by
knivesand ropes.] The SLORC soldiersarrested me on June 24, 1997 infront of
Lay Law Pya, onthehill. 1 stumbled uponthem, and they at once started to beat me,
stomp onmeand kick me, ssomp, kick, ssomp, until | wasunconscious. They didn’'t
ask meanything, just saw me and started beating, kicking and sscomping. After that
they tied meto the wooden post of ahouse and they sawed back and forth across
my neck with aknife, front and back until my tonguewas hanging way down out of
my mouth. They kept metied and then they scraped my shinsup and down with
piecesof firewood, but | dared not makeany move, | just had to stay till likethat.
They tied my handsbehind melikethis. They asked mefor gunsand walkie-talkies,
and| said | never saw walkie-talkiesbecauselwasacivilian. They said, “ You' renot
acivilian, you' reKaw ThooLe”. Thenthey hacked mewith aknifeand my blood
cameout. They covered my head with aplastic sheet two or threetimesuntil | nearly
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died. | tried to stand up andjust fell down again. They beat mein my sidewitha
gun, an AK [AK47], until I wasunconscious. Their captain beat mewith arattan as
thick asmy toe. They kept metied with two nylonropes. They tied my hands, my
legsand my neck.

| don’t know their Battalion number. They stay at Loh Baw and they cameto Lay
Law Pya. When they arrested methey took some of my clothes, my tehku [man’s
sarong], torchlight, pot, my watch, my sandals, and my money - 13,500 kyats. It
wasthe soldierswho took it, but when they searched metheir Captain wasright
there. | didn’t seethem arrest anyone el se, but when they’ d tied me up and were
pulling meaong behind them | saw aperson who' d been shot. | saw him running
and the Ko Per Baw shot him, not the Burmese. The Burmesecameaong after. He
wasnot dead, but hisfoot was smashed. | looked at himand helooked at me. | had
never seen him before. Atabout 10 0’ clock [p.m.] on June 28 one of the soldiers
wasguarding me, and when hewent to the Captain | tried to untiemy handsand free
myself. Then| ranalittle distance away from the house and he cameto search for
mewithatorchlight - henearly reached me, thelight of historchwasonme. | went
and hid under the small bushes. | could hear them making alot of noise, but |
couldn’t make out what they weretal king about. Then | escaped.

The SLORC soldierscaused alot of hardshiptothevillagers. They atealot of the
villagers' chickens, and they ate awholeherd of goatsand only left two of them.
That wasin Thay Mu Pavillage. They saw thegoatson the hillside, captured them
and atethem. The Captain saw it but hedidn’t say anything tothem. They asotook
sx buffaloesandfivecattle,

Interview 71: HRV: Arrest, Forced Labor

Name: AungZaw Win

Sx: Made

Age 34yearsold

Address: Oakkanvillage, Taikkyi township
Occupation: Trishaw driver

Dateof Interview: July 12,1997

Source: HRDU

Whilel waswatching video on June 6, 1997, the soldiersfrom IB 13 arrived at the
video hall and arrested all themalesinthehall. Altogether 300 malesincluding me
werearrested but some escaped by jumping from thewindow. Somewerereleased
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after thearrest by paying money or giving their valuablesthey had on their bodies.
Ten peopleincluding meremained arrested because we could not afford to pay the
bribe money. Sowewereimmediately sent to Rangoon railway station. Wewere
met by the soldiersfrom Division (33) at the station. We stayed one night at the
Sation and on the next morning, weweresent to Thaton, Mon State by train. Soldiers
fromIB. 13, based in Shwebo, joined with usat Thaton and we also left for Pa-an,
Karen State, by truck. Whenwearrived at Pa-an, we weretaken to the army base
and given meal. After themeal, we weretaken to Kawkayeik by truck. Before
arriving at Kawkayeik, the trucks stopped and we all had to walk in thejungle.
Soldiersfrom IB 13 also walked around inthejunglefor fivedays. After thefive
days, wewent to Myawaddy. We spent two hoursin Myawaddy and went back to
thejungle.

Every porter wasbeaten up by the soldiersall theway. Food wasnot enoughand |
got only asmall piece of fish-paste. Wehad very littletimeto takerest during the
journey. When the soldierstook rest, wewere ordered to collect firewood, food
and fetch water. The soldiersescorted uswhen we had to do thework.

After oneday, we wereattacked by an armed group. Fighting lasted about half an
hour. |1 wasso scared | ran away. Whilel wasrunning, | hurt myself in my feet.
After thefightingweall had to proceed our journey. | toldthesoldiersthat | could
not walk properly because of my wound. They ordered meto carry therice bag
instead of heavy ammunition. Wewalked for three days and arrived at Shokali
village. My wound onmy feet wasvery painful but | had to continuethejourney until
wearrived at Mae Htaw Kalay village after eight days. | could not continuethe
journey, sofinaly thesoldiersleft meaoneat thevillage.

Thevillagersgaveme medicinefor my wound. Later | went to Myawaddy after my

wound got better. | arrived at Myawaddy on July 10, 1997. | cametotheclinicin
Mae Taw for trestment.

Interview72: HRV: Killing, Child

Name: Pi HehKu

S Femde

Age 50+

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Animig

Address: xxxx village, DtaGrehtownship, Karen State

Dateof interview: July 15, 1997
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Source: KHRG

[Pi Heh Ku's son was shot dead on June 26, 1997.]My son was shot dead by Ko
Per Baw. Hewaswith seven peoplein afarm-hut, and he jumped down and ran
because hewasafraid of the Burmese. Two of them were[shot and] wounded, him
and P---. People said my sonwashitinthehead, intheback andinhishand. After
hewas shot, nobody went to cover him up.

| thought about him and felt hopeless, | didn’t evengo andlook a him. My youngest
child went to look at him and came back to eat with me. He had been dead for
about two daysand one night, then peoplewent to bury him [they didn’t daredoiit
before that because SLORC troops were still inthe area]. We just had asmall
ceremony. Thenext morning after that | cameto stay at my farm-hut and dept there
threedays. HisnamewasPaKyi Kheh. Hewas20. Now no onecan helpme. If
| look at thefront of our housel don’t see hisblanket hanging onthewall, if | look at
thewooden house post | don’t see hisbag hanging there. [Shewascrying at this
point.] Now I amold and no one can help metowork. When my sonwasgrowing
he hel ped mealot, and now they have shot him just because hewasafraid and ran.
Peoplesaid the soldierswere Ko Per Baw. The Burmese cametogether with them,
but the Burmese said they didn’t shoot him. TheKo Per Baw arevery cruel to us,
their heartsare not good. They put on theyellow cloth and cometo kill people.
Whothehell arethey?

The Burmese cametogether with the Ko Per Baw. Thenwhenthey cameback [to
thevillageafter the shooting] they said nothingto me. Wewereafraid sowecouldn’t
say anything [about her son]. They cameand stayed al around peopl€ shousesand
inside people' shouses. They arrived at my house, and they told meto cook ricefor
them. | kept betelnut inthekitchenandthey took it al. They looked around everywhere
inthekitchen and took everything. The Burmesetook it, only the Burmese dared
cometo our houses. TheK o Per Baw stayed at the monastery and inthelower half
of thevillage. My daughter said that at the hut [where the shooting happened] they
took one pair of slippersand one hoe. From my son’s bag they took 100 or 200
kyats, then they took the bag, hisblanket, hiswatch and hismachete. Nothingwas
left. Now wedon’t even have one good macheteleft, how can we cut anything?

| missmy sonalot. | looked after himwhen hewaslittleand now hewasold enough
to look after us. | hoped he would take care of me when | become old. The
Burmese have donethis, now who will [ook after me? Hisbrothersand sisterswho
areleft can feed me, but hewas old enough to walk and work for me, to cook and
to search for vegetables. He cooked and we ate, he searched for food and we ate
it. But now whenwecomehomewedon’t seehimanymore. Hai! Wejust haveto
survivelikethis. What can | tell you? Hisbrothersand sisterswill haveto look after
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me. Thedead aregone, how can helook after me?
Interview 73: HRV: Killing, Forced L abor, Livelihood

Name: Saw LahKu

S Made

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Animig

Marita status. Married with three children aged 3-6
Address: xxxx village, DtaGrehtownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: July 15,1997

Source: KHRG

| witnessed thekilling of innocent peopleinmy village. 1t wasfivedaysago, at 1
o’ clock inthe afternoon. | wasinthelower field outside of village. | heard the
Burmesecall tome, “Don’t run, if you runwewill shoot!” 1 didn’t seePaKyi Kheh,
my friend who got shot and | ran here. Oneof their porterstold melater that when
hewas shot, PaKyi Khehwashigher inthe hut.

The SLORC soldiersshot him dead for no reason. Nobody had gunsor waswearing
uniforms- wewereall civilians. Thesoldiersjust saw peoplerunning and shot them.
They knew for surethat they werevillagers, so they shouted, “ Don’t run!”, but the
villagerswere afraid of them and ran and they shot at them. Three of themwere
running through thefield, and two of them were hit. PaKyi Khehwashitinthe
middleof hisback. Hewashittwice. My younger brother P--- was al so wounded.
The peoplewho didn’t run saw their friends get shot, so they rantoo and then they
weredso shot at by thesoldiers. TheBurmesesaidif weranthey would shoot - and
they did shoot. Onevillager wasdead, onewounded. The soldierswho shot them
wereKo Per Baw, their leaderswereMaung Kya, TaKay, and PaKlay. Afterwards
they went to the monastery and told the monk about it, and the monk’ s hel per saw
oneof them putting bulletsin hiscarbinerifle. He' d shot about 20 bullets.

After the shooting the soldierscameinto thevillage. They said nothing, they just
said, “Don’'trun”. TheBurmeseand Ko Per Baw wereall very angry, they shouted
at me no matter what | did, so | was afraid of them. The Burmese were from
Divison 33. Whenthey cameto thevillagethey ate our chickensand two pigs, and
morethan forty chickens. They ateall thechickensin our village. Peoplesaidthe
Ko Per Baw did not eat the heartsof animals, but | saw them get one chicken, throw
it dead by the house post and then put it intheir bag. They did not evenlook youin
theface, al their facesweredark. They took alot of our animals. | did not dare
look at Ko Per Baw. They took all the belongings of my brother who was shot, all
his clothes and sarongs, and they took all the pots and spoons that they saw in
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peopl €' shouses.

First weasked aBurmese soldier, “ Haven't you got adoctor?’ for our villagerswho
got wounded. Hesaid“ Yes, we have’ and then hewent to ask hisofficer, but the
officer said the doctor was not here, hewasinthevillage. So | went back to the
village and asked the officer there, and he said to methat the doctor waswiththeKo
Per Baw. Then| went to the Ko Per Baw and asked T---, “Where' sthe doctor?’
Hewasvery cruel and said to methat the doctor waswiththe Burmese. | just went
around and around asking them likethat. They had adoctor, but they wouldn't even
look at my face, so what could | do? The manwho died, we kept him for oneday
and on the second day we buried him.

Both SLORC and Ko Per Baw ask for money astaxation. Every month Ko Per
Baw ask for 20,000 kyatsand the Burmese ask for 20,000 kyats, altogether 40,000
kyatsfrom our villagetract. 1t hasfivevillages, over 70 householdsaltogether. We
havetogivedl of it, sothevillagershaveno money and wecan't do anything anymore.
WEe'rejust forced to giveit to them, wetry to giveit the best way we can, and we
haveto bear it. Thevillageeldersjust try to do thebest for their village.

Interview 74: HRV: Livelihood, Arrest, Forced Labor, Child,
Women

Name: ThraLer Muh

Sx: Made

Age about 30

Ethniaty: Karen, teacher

Rdigion: Animig

Marital status: Sngle

Address: xxxx village, Pa-an Digtrict, Karen State
Dateof interview: July 15, 1997

Source: KHRG

Padoh xxxx [aKNU officia] asked meto reorganizethe school becausethey dared
not enter the village anymore. Placessuch asK--- and K---, they a so could not
enter, so he asked meto go back, try to collect all the[students'] names, givethe
people chak and open the school, then send himthelist. 1 went back, but | couldn’t
open the school because people[meaning SLORC and DKBA] wouldn't allow it to
open. Later [after thestart of school inearly June] | asked peoplethere, “Wasthe
school at Toh Thu Keealready opened?’ Peopletold meit had opened but only for
two weeks - then the Ko Per Baw asked for 100,000 kyats, so the school had to
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close. | don’'t know why they asked for the money.

| have beenteaching for four years. Wehave over 50 students. Some of them come
fromxxxx [anearby village]. Wewanted to open our school. If M--- [village] can
opentheir school then we are going to open our school aswell. Thehigh school at
Ker Ghaw, the schoolsat Toh Aw, Pah Klu, al thelower places[intheplains|, we
arejust waiting to seeif they will open, and if they can’t open then we can't either.
Now | think it won't be easy to open the school thisyear. If they [SLORC and
DKBA] alow usthenwe can openit, otherwisewe can't. Last year we opened it
and they asked, “Whose school isthis?” Wesaidit'sthevillagers ownschoal, it's
not aKaw Thoo Lel [KNU] school, not aBuddhist school, not aBurmese school,
just our own village school. But whenever the Army came we had to close the
school. Andif they saw usoutsidethevillage, they made problems. Oncethey
arrested one of my teacher friendsand he had to betheir porter for over aweek. His
nameis Saw H---. Wewere teaching together when the column of soldierscame,
so we closed the school and went to the monastery. We had no timeto run, sowe
let dl thechildren go home, therewerejust thetwo of us. ThentheBurmesearrested
him and made him aporter. They also arrested me, but the monk came and told
them, “ Thisman hasto look after themonastery”, sothey let mefree. That waslast
year intherainy season [mid-1996]. No onedaredto tell them, even he himself
dared not tell them. Hesaid that hewasavillager whoworked on hisfarm. All are
afraid of theBurmese. If they know you’ reateacher, they will ask many questions,
like*“Wheredidyou goto school?” and thingslikethat. [Any teacher suspected of
having been educated in KNU territory would be arrested.] If wekept the school
openwhenthey camel’ mnot surewhat they would do, but theold meninthevillage
don’'t darefacethisproblem sowealso don’'t darefaceit. We can’t tell what they
will do, so we haveto think of our own safety.

Oneold man named Saw B---. TheKo Per Baw cameand asked hiswifewherehe
was and she said hewasn’t at home. Then the Ko Per Baw went and searched
through the house and found him, so they hurt hiswife, they showed her aknifeand
saidto her, “Theold manisherebut you said he'snot. I'll cut your throat”, and the
woman'seyesturned white[i.e. sheamost fainted fromfear]. TheKo Per Baw are
all captains, they don’'t haveany leadersintheir organization. Any oneof them can
kill people. They alwayseat our animals, peoplecan’t stop them, and they demand
porters. Yesterday peoplehadto carry their ricefor them, and thismorning more
peoplehad to goto be porters. If they ask for seven porterswe haveto send seven,
if fivewe haveto sendfive. We haveto hire porters[to gointheir place]at 2,000
kyatseachfor fivedays. If they ask for five portersand we only send four, then they
say, “ | asked for five portersbut you sent only four, soif | comel will arrest people,
and furthermore you will haveto give money before| rel easethe portersalready
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here.” They say, “Weasked only seven peoplebut you didn’'t send them, so| don't
want these porters, I’ ll come and arrest some myself.” Sowhatever they demand,
wehavetofulfil it. If they comethey will destroy things. Last timethey wenttoLoh
Baw villagethey demanded two tinsof paddy from each house, and then they made
thepeoplegrindit for them. So many problems, evenif wetry torunwecan’t run!
It’slike coughing and coughing but nothing ever comesout [i.e. no matter what you
try todoit never helpg|.

Interview 75: HRV: Arrest, Torture

Name: Saw Shwe Htoo

Sex: Mde

Age 48

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Marital status: Married with two children

Address: xxxx village, Pa-an Digtrict, Karen State
Dateof interview: July 17,1997

Source: KHRG

[When interviewed Saw Shwe Htoo was till suffering from abrokenrib and a
fever

DKBA arrested meat Tone Tonvillage, last month. A woman haddiedin ToneTon
villageso | went therewith four friends. Inthe afternoon they cameintothevillage
and asked one of thewomen, “Did you see our two or threefriends comethrough
here?’” Sheanswered that we didn’t know, and then they said to us, “Why didn’t
you seethem?’ They weredrunk, and they arrested us, beat usand tied usup at
ToneTonfor oneday. They tied my feet, my handsand my neck [i.e. they tied him
upinaball]. Thenthey took usto Noh Kway and demanded 22,500 kyatsfrom us.
Then they asked me, “Do you dare go back to your village?’ | answered, “Why
wouldn’t | daregothere?’ They told metofollow themtomy village, and | followed
themthere. Thenthey beat me over tentimesin my chest andribs. They beat me
and said, “ You used to be headman and K aren soldierscameto your house’. | said
itwasn’t true, but they said, “1 saw you, you had contact with Karen soldiers.” They
beat thetwo of us, myself and avillager from Noh Kway. Theother villager wasin
histhirties. Thesoldierswereall Ko Per Baw, therewere 17 of them. They usedto
bevillagersbut now they are Ko Per Baw. | knew two of them, C--- and L---.
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Interview 76: HRV: Refugee, Repatriation, Forced Labor,
Women, Child

Name: Na Khaing

S Made

Age 53years

Ethniaty: Mon

Rdigion Buddhist

Address: Kyauktaung village, Boke Pyintownship, Tenasserim
Divison

Dateof interview: July 24,1997

Placeof interview: Ha ockani Mon refugee camp, Thai-Burmaborder

Source:! MIS

When did you arrive at Thai territory again? How did you come and were you
alone or with your whole family?

I camewith my wholefamily and arrived here about five daysago. We could not
comealong straight that easily reachesinto Thai territory, and we made aroundabout
theway inthenorth side of the mountains. We climbed the mountainsand dept for
onenight intheforest and then climbed downintoaThai plantation.

Areyou areturneein Junerepatriation by the Thai authorities? Did you really
want to return to Burmese side of the border?

Yes, | wasareturnee. Actually, wewould not liketo return but wewerea so afraid
of being detained by the Thal soldiersand wedidn’t know how to stay indde Thailand
like other families. At the sametime, we were also afraid of the new military
deployment of the Burmesetroopsin our village. Weknew very well about them.
Weknew if they saw us, they would use usasporterslikethosein our nativevillage.

Many villagersdisappeared whilethe Thai soldierswerebringing themwith trucksto
theBurmeseside of the border. Some of them knew how to travel inside Thailand
and a so knew wherethey could get jobs. | had never stayed inside Thailand before
andif | fled fromthegroup, | would be arrested by the police. Though I didn’t want
toreturn, 1 did.

Why did you come back to the Thai territory again?
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Soon after wereached thevillage, al thevillagerswere used by themilitary and we
had not timeto build our housesor tofarm. They used all men, women, and children
inthewholevillageto build their military barracksand forced usto build theroad.
Beforewefled here, thesoldiersa so arrested thevillagersto usethem asportersfor
thefrontlineof Burmese Army against the Karen troops.

How did the soldiersforcethevillagersto build the military encampment? And
what kind of work did you have to do every day?

Normally, the Burmese commandersordered Mon soldiersto bring al villagersto
thework site. They also gaveresponshility to villageleadersto manage and bring
theneeded laborers. Almost al villagerswere conscripted towork in building their
military encampment. Wewent early inthe morning to the designated placeand firt,
had to clear all treesand grass. After clearing the ground, they forced usto dig
bunkers, ninefeet deep and covered with wood and earthonit. Weasohadtodig
their long trenchesing dethe base compound and | ater build thefencesoutside of the
camp. Whenl |eftthevillage, therest of thevillagerswereforced to build themilitary
barrackswith hardwood and bamboo. All villagerswereforced to cut and bring big
piecesof hard wood from theforest.

Did you have enough food while you were working for them? Or, did they
provide some food for the village?

No. Atthat time, they asotold somevillagersto bring ricefrom Murntaing village,
about oneday’swalk from our village. Whenthericearrived, first they took it for
their troopsand distributed very littleamount to thevillagers. They alsotoldthe
villagersnot to expect thericefromrelief agenciesand that if they would liketo eat
ricethey must goto Murntaing. They provided usonly about ten daysof ricesupplies
and wemaderice soup and ateit for several daysbeforewefled.

Once, they dso called ameeting with al villagersand ordered them to completetheir
military encampment. Onevillager requested the soldiersto givethemtimeto build
housesand to farm. Hewashit by aglassthrown by the commander. They also
threstened thevillagersnot to makeany complaint and to continuebuilding themilitary
encampment if thevillagersatetheir rice.

When did you decide to flee from the village?
On 10 July, the soldierstold the villagersthat some of them would haveto carry

ammunitionsand suppliesfor the Burmesearmy inthe offensivesagainst the KNU
and other student groups. | did not know wherethefighting was. Many villagers
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wereafraid of being arrested and used asporters. | fled into my old plantation and
stayed there. The next day, my sons and wife came and joined me. Then, we
decided tofleehere.

Interview 77: HRV: Refugee, Arrest, Forced L abor, Relocation,
Killing

Name: UBoThar

S Made

Age 52years

Rdigion Buddhist

Ethnicity Karen, farmer

Address: Manawtonevillage, BokePyintownship, TenasserimDivisdon
Dateof Interview July 18, 1997.

Placeof interview: Ha ockani Mon refugee camp, Thai-Burmaborder
Source:! MIS

When did the Burmese soldiers arrest you and how did they use you in their
military operation?

| wasarrested on April 27 and sincethen | was constantly used asaporter, to carry
riceand ammunitionsalongwith LIB. 358 military operation. Mogstly, thismilitary
operation manoeuvred around M oetaung, Pongkachit and Chaungchi areasand
launched offensivesagaing Mon and Karen soldiers. For nearly threemonths, | was
not given timeto rest and alwayshad towork for themilitary.

How did you escape from them?

When | arrived at Chaungchi village, | had achanceto talk with villagersthereand
awaystried to escapefromthem (the Burmese soldiers). | wasvery tired and could
notwalk more. | waslucky. Whenthevillagersplanned to comehere (Thai territory),
they also asked me to go with them. When the soldiers let us cut bamboo and
hardwoodinthejungle, onevillager hid meintheforest and then he brought me here.
Thisvillager Na Aung Kyi, sasved my life. If | had stayed longer with them, | would
havedied.

What was your native village and how did the Burmese soldiers treat to your
villagers?

| wasfrom Manawtonevillage. My wifeand childrenarestill in my nativevillage.
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Last year (1996), our village was destroyed by Burmese soldiers. They drove out
all villagersto moveto M oetaung or Myoh Thit, asection of Tenasserimtown. Al
villagersdid not liketo abandon their farmsand plantation. They refused to move
there. Thevillagersfledther village and stayed inthejungleor plantation.

At thebeginning of thisyear (1997), thesoldierstold thevillagersthat they could go
back to their homesand that they would not punish anyonewho had refused to stay
inMoetaung or Myoh Thit. | went back to my homewith my wholefamily before
the end of January. The situation was better for two weeks. We repaired our
houses, which we abandoned for three months. And, we prepared to work on our
fams

Inthethird week of February, about 200 Burmese soldiersfrom LIB. 224 led by
Mg . Than Aung cameand told thevillagersthat they would not allow any villager to
gooutsidewithout their permission. Then, they asked thevillage headmanto provide
fivevillagersevery week to work in Tenasserim-M oetaung motor road construction
on rotation basis. At the same time, the military also administrated to build
Manawtone-Tenasserim truck road and asked about 20 villagerstowork inthis
construction siteonadaily basis.

Inmid-March, the Burmese soldiersfrom L1B. 358 prepared to launch an offensive
againgt Karen and Mon troops, and asked for 20 villagersto be portersfrom headman
again. Every villager wasafraid and fled from thevillagewithout their permission.
Thevillage headman could not managethevillage and he was beaten by thesol diers.
In second week of March, after the soldiersknew the village headman could not
providetheporters, thevillagerswerearrested. | asofled, but they didn’t arrest my
wife. | stayed onmy plantation and sometimes moved into theforest nearby.

Whenever the soldierscameinto thevillage, they threatened therest of thevillagers,
women and children, that if they met them outsidethevillagethey wouldkill them.
They dsoaccused dl our villagersasK aren rebd-supportersand said malevillagers
weresoldiers.

Did they kill anyone they met outside the village?

Yes. U Kway Ni and hiswifewerekilled. ThesoldiersfromLIB. 224 met themin
theforest near their plantation whilethey werehiding thereto escapefrom arrest and
portering. They tied the man and hiswifeand asked them to show the Karen bases.
Because U Kway Ni and hiswife Naw Day Tet could not give asatisfied answer to
thecommander he ordered histroopstokill them. Their bodieswerecutintothree
partsand | eft in abetel-nut plantation. Thenext day, thevillagersfound their corpses
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and had them buried.

When the men left the women inside the village, did the soldiers rape these
women?

LIB No. 224 was very bad. The operational commander Col. Ye Myint Aung
raped about threegirlsfromour villageadone. | would not liketotell their names. He
wasasowell known asabad guy in theareaand that waswhy many young women
asohidintheforest withtheir fathersor brothers.

When were you arrested by the soldiers and how long did you have to work as
porter along with military operation?

| wasarrested in my betel -nut plantation beforethe end of April, whilel washiding.
Soon after | was arrested, the soldiers beat me and asked me where the Karen
troopswere. | said | didn’t know. So they beat me again and again. They also
asked me about my nativevillageand | told them thewhol etruth.

They took mewiththem on their military operation al thetimeand | wasforced to
carry riceand motar shells. After two weeks, | was sent to the road construction
(Tenasserim-Moetaung) for another two weeks. | had to do hard jobs such as
carrying earth to build embankment, crushing ssonesand | aying them on embankment,
cutting bamboo and hardwood to build the military camp. Sometimes, the military
operation took usto Moetaung asporters. Thenwewere brought back to thework
Stesagain.

InMay, | wastaken by LIB. 358 asaporter intheir offensives against theMon
troopsat theborder area. After Chaungchi fell and the Mon troops surrenderedin
June, | was kept for two weeksin Chaungchi base. We, porters were forced to
carry riceand other suppliesfrom Murntaing to Chaungchi every day and had no
timefor rest. | wastootired. Thenwemanagedto enlist the assistance of Chaungchi

villagersto escape.
Did you see anyone die in the road construction?

Yes. When | worked in the construction, two men, onewas Karen and another was
Tavoyan, died at thework sites. They were suffering from severemalaria, but the
soldiersstill forced themtowork. They did not daretell the soldiersthat they were
not well becausethey wereafraid of being beaten. OneKaren man died after being
bed-ridden. Fivedays later, the Tavoyan manwas serioudy sick withmalariaagain.
Hewasbrought to Moetaung. Hediedin Moetaung.
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Likewise, did you see any porters die in the offensives against KNU and Mon
troops?

In May offensives against the Karen troops, some porters died because of mines.
They forced portersincluding metowalk infront of them. | was, anyhow, lucky and
wasnot hit by any mines. The Tavoyan man who walked beside medied after his
right legwasblown off by explosion. Hewasabout ten feet away from mewhen he
stepped onthemine. Thesoldiersordered aretreat and, weleft that porter behind.
Hewascrying loudly for help.

Now, your arein Thailand? What isyour next plan?
| don’t know. | will just goalongwiththesevillagers. They say, if wearrivein

Thailand, we can get rice and stay inthe camp. | will stay with them and if they
move, | will movewiththem.

Interview 78: HRV: Religion, Women, Livelihood

Name: Pati Kyaw Than

Sex: Mde

Age 37

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer/cowboy

Rdigion: Chridian

Marital status: Married with threechildren

Address: xxxx village, Myawaddy township, Karen State
Dateof interview: June 28, 1997

Source: KHRG

The DKBA hasdistributed their calendarsfor two yearsalready. If they send 20
calendarsto our village, then we haveto buy themall. We can’t stay thereif we
don’t buy them. If webuy oneand keepitinour housetherewill befewer problems
for us. Asfar asl know theorder to sell these calendars camefrom Myaing Gyi
Ngu [DKBA headquarters]. Then Maung Chit Thu[aDKBA officer] cameand
gavetheorder onthenumbersof calendars to besoldineach villageand township.
L ast year we had to pay about 250 kyatsfor each calendar, and thisyear 280 kyats
[amuch higher price compared to other calendars]. Maung Chit Thu said that
everyone had to buy one, and no one could stay therewithout buying the calendar.
So somevillagersthought it would be better to have onein your house than not to
haveone. But when the SLORC came, if they did not seeanyonein their houses
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they would burn them down anyway. Soit doesn’t do any good to have acalendar
inyour house. They are honorlesspeople. One Christian woman hungaDKBA
calendar inher house. A DKBA soldier who knew her, saw it and asked, “ Areyou
aBuddhist or aChristian?’ Sheanswered that shewasaBuddhist, and helaughed
at her.

The DKBA asotriedtorecruit the new membersfromtheregion. It dependsonthe
number of housesinthevillage. Generally they ask for two or three peoplefrom
eachvillage, butif thevillageisespecialy big or smal they ask for asmany asthey
think they can get. Inthe past, they asked for four or fivevillagers each year from
each villagetract, but now they ask for over ten people. They know how the Kaw
ThooLe [KNLA] usedtodoit, sothey doit thesameway. Maung Chit Thutries
toorganizeit. When Kaw Thoo Lel asked for soldiersthey alwayssaid “over 17
yearsof age”, they didn’t want very young people. But now many people say that
the DKBA doesn’t care about the age, and that children asyoung as 13 yearsold
arewiththem. For each recruit the village can’'t send, they ask for over 10,000
kyats, so each villagetract hasto give over 100,000 kyats. That isonly for one
year. Sometimesthey don’t need men, they only need money.

InMay [after dready demanding recruitsonce], Toh Thu Keevillagewasordered to
send money againto lower officerslike Bo Kya, but that time| think those officers
werejust taking it for themselves. Perhgpsthey gave someof that money to SLORC.
But most of it, I'm surethey used for themselves, becausein May, PaKlay [aDKBA
officer] went to Day Law Pyaand Meh Pleh Wah Kee and told the village heads,
“ Ask for themoney now becauseweneedit. Later we'll pay it back whenit'stime
for youto givethemoney for thisyear’sSDKBA members.” [Inother words, DKBA
hasfinancia problems supporting itsown soldiersand hasto get * advances’ on
extortion money fromvillagers.] For example, withaDKBA soldier, if wewere
friendly with each other sometime ago when hewasKaw Thoo Le andthesituation
was better, now he might say, “ Friend, lend me 10,000 kyats because | need it for
my family”. You don’t have much but you darenot tell him, soyou havetogiveit to
him. Or hemay ask for oneor twotinsof dog fruit for hisfamily sothevillagershave
tocollect it and gaveit to him through you. They don’t know how hard they are
meakinglivesfor thevillagers.

The DKBA createsmuch suffering to thelocal people. For example, if they want to
clear an areathey ask SL ORC to go with them, but the SL ORC entersthevillage
beforethe DKBA, takesal thevillagers belongingsand eat everything. They come
into thehouse and onetakeyour Ajinomoto, another takesyour chilies. Noonecan
stop them. One woman from Day Law Pyatold me that when they cameto her
house some stayed in the housewhile some otherskilled a 7-viss[ 11-kilo] pig under
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her house without making anoise. When they came on April 2, they asked for
peopl€e’srice becausethey said their rationswere gone. Thereweretwo or three
DKBA together with their [SL ORC] group.

The SLORC also asked for porters. Two or three porterswho escaped told usthat
thefirst group they werewith madethem carry very heavy things, and the soldiers
put their own [personal kit] bagson top of the porters' loads and they had to carry
thosetoo. The SLORC soldiers give their rations to the portersto eat, and for
themselvesthey demanded good food fromthevillagers. Therationsthey bringfor
themselvesare not good so they don't eat them. When they enter avillagethey kill,
cut, cook and eat the chickensall night long, so by morning therearenoneleft. If
they goto ahut whereawoman isstaying, they demand one chicken, so thewoman
givesit quickly hoping they’ [| soon begone. But thentwo or three more come and
ask againand again. Inthedaytimethey demand, at night they just stedl .

Before, when SLORC had apostinour villageandif Kaw Thoo L& attacked them,
the SLORC tried to put pressureon thevillagers. If oneof their soldiersdied or one
gunwaslog, thevillagershad to givemoney for thegun or thedead person. If Kaw
Thoo Le put abomb [mine] near thevillage or ontheroad and oneof their soldiers
waswounded, they made problemsfor thevillagers. Now itisstill likethat, with
DKBA too. If wecan't givethem security then wehaveto givethem our lives.

Interview 79: HRV: Killing, Arrest, Forced Labor

Name: Saw Htoo Say

Sx: Made

Age 32

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Address: xxxx village, DtaGrehtownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: July, 1997

Source: KHRG

When the Burmese cameto my housethey called medown to the ground, then they
went into my house and took one necklace, oneknife, 600 kyatsand some clothing.
When they came out of the housethey took onetin of my rice, thenthey called me
and said tome, “Weneed you”. They pointed to the hillsand told meto go with
them and show them that place, so | went with them. Thefirst morning they made
metakethemto Thay Mo PaKee, and on theway they shot at people. Oneman
died and onewaswounded. They weretwo villagers, Kyi Kheh and P---. The
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soldiers saw nothing strange, they just saw agroup of peoplefrom adistance, so
they surrounded the hut and called “ Don’ t run”, and when thevillagersjumped up to
run, they shot at them. Thevillagerswerejust wearing clotheslikeyouand |, they
werejust civilians. Thesoldierswouldn’t et mego and see, they kept mebel ow the
stream, pushed medown and said, “ Sit down here”. That Army group was bad.
Whilewewerewalking aong theway, they said they would shoot anyonethey met
along thepath. If they couldn’t capture someone, they shot at them.

They arrested me six daysago and released methreedaysago. The Burmesewere
from Battalion 44 [sic: Division]. Therewerealso about 30 Ko Per Baw with them.
The Ko Per Baw officer wasPaKlay. Therewereal so porterswith them. Later,
weall cameback tomy village, and then they arrested oneman at hishut. Hisname
was Po Ko Nee.

Interview 80: HRV: Women, Child, Livelihood

Name: Pi Say Say Mo

S Femde

Age 50+

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion; Animig

Marita status. Married with ninechildren aged 6-20 died
Address: xxxx village, DtaGrehtownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: July 1997

Source: KHRG

| don’t know exactly when the SL ORC soldierscameto our village, but they dept
twodaysinthevillage. They atefiveof my chickens. | had brewed somewinefor
awedding, and they drank two bottlesof it and took my four bottlesof honey. They
were Burmesewho ate my things. | saidtothem, “Don’t eat my things’. | kept the
honey in my kitchen and covered it with abig blanket. | put my necklaceinthe
kitchen. 1 buried it under the ashesof thefireand | put potsontop of it, but | was
afraid they would seeit becausethey cameand cookedin my kitchen. They searched
through everything in my houseall day long, but they wouldn’t listentome. | told
themto stop searching and onesaidto me, “1 am going to grab you by theneck”, and
| wanted to burn him with thewoodinthefire. My baby wasafraid and cried out
very loud. Hetook and ate the honey and chickensand | said, “ You must bevery
poor to rob melikethis.” They took my husband’s hunting rifle [an old barrel-
loaded flintlock]. They took atinwith 30 eggsinit, and onetin of rice.
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Thereweremany soldierseverywhere, and their officer wasstaying up above. | was
afraid but I couldn’t think what to do, | couldn’t talk anymore. They came and
caught the goats under my house, then they cooked rice under there. | neededto go
to thetoilet but | couldn’t because there were many soldiers, and then | had to
relievemysdlf insdemy house. | saidtothem, “ You' veeaten everythingwehad!”.
They frightened mewith their gunsto get morefood. They took and ate24 milk-tins
of sticky-rice. | couldn’t leave my house or they would take absolutely everything.
They searched the bag where | keep my sarongs, my clothesand my children’s
clothes, they took everything out again and again and spread them all over the place.
| don’t know which Army group thiswas. People said they camefrom Day Law
Pya. Peoplesaid, “Don’trunand, if werunthe Burmesewill shoot usdead.”

Interview 81: HRV: Refugee, Arrest, Torture, Forced Labor

Name: Saw Htoo Heh

Sx: Made

Age 31

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist Marita status: Married withfour children
Address: xxxx village, Waw Raw township, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

[ Saw Htoo Hehwasheadman of hisvillage, but fled dueto abusesby the occupying
SLORC troops]l amtheKarenvillageheadman. ThereisasoaSLORC headman.
[Onevillager actsasliasonwiththe KNU, whileanother actsasliaisonwith SLORC]
| left my villagethismonth on the 5th of the Burmese calendar - maybe August 8-9.
Wewereafraid and we could not stay. Therearemany groupsof SLORC. Thefirst
group which entered thevillagewasDivision 22. They arrested people and bound
their feet and their necks, andtied their handsbehind their backs. Thisgrouptortured
peoplealotinour village. They tortured our peopleand then they left, but even after
they weregoneour villagerswerestill suffering fromwhat they had done. Now that
it hasbeenawhile, they areal better.

Another group [of SLORC soldiers| cameto thevillageandtold thevillagers: “ The
peoplewhowork far away fromthevillagehaveto gointhe morning and comeback
intheevening.” So by thetimewearrived at our fiel dswea ready needed to come
back. Thenwhen the soldierssaw usaong the path they madetroublefor useven
though their officershad given uspermissontogo. Sowestayedinthevillageand
wecouldn’t do any work. Sincewewere afraid and had no chanceto do our work,
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it was better to leave.

They arrested meand | escapedimmediately after. But many villagerssuffered, and
they came with me here. Many familiesaready came and | heard more would
come. Thevillagehasaready been destroyed. Thehousesaretill therebut noone
isstaying thereanymore. Before, therewere over 40 houses. Some peoplefledto
SLORC area. Somefamilieswent to other places. They went to nearby villages
and they cameback sometimesto look after their animals, fieldsand gardens. When
they were caught doing these, SLORC arrested them. The SLORC soldierssawed
one of my cousins’ neck with asharp knife until the skin was cut open. Many
peopleweretortured by the SLORC. Some camewithme. They weretorturedin
their houses.

Some people say that if we stay in Burmawe cannot avoid the Burmese. “If the
Burmesecome, nooneshouldrun”, say theelders. Theelderssay: “ Stay!” But the
Burmese elder [the headman for SLORC] also ran. Hewasthefirst oneto run.
When the Burmese came, they beat him until he could not eat for oneday. Around
our village area, the Burmese have beaten eldersto death. That happenedinKlih Tu
village. Hedidn’t dieimmediately after hewasbeaten. Hetreated himself for seven
or eight days and then died. Hisnamewas U Kyaw Ta. Hewas nearly 50. It
happened in the month of Tgu. Among the many peoplewho weretortured in our
village, somewere serioudy beaten and somenot. They accused usof beingaKNU
villageand they demanded guns. They saidthat the Karen Army were staying inour
villageand that they kept their rationsthere. Peoplewho could not speak Burmese
well properly were not beaten so seriously, but those who could speak Burmese
were[probably becausethismadeit possiblefor the soldierstointerrogate them --
thisisan exception to therule, because normally villagersare beaten for not being
ableto speak Burmese]. The Burmese kicked and slapped about ten peoplethis
way. Threeor four peoplewerecruely beaten. They wereswollen, but not asbadly
astheKlih Tu headman.

Inour villagethereareno Karen soldiers, only civiliansand ex-soldiers. They are
beaten becausethisplaceisa’black area’ [opposition-controlled territory] for the
SLORC. TheKaren soldierssometimescrossand passthrough thevillage, but they
never stay. They don't havetheir own place. Sometimesthey just comeand sleep
onenight and then leave. But the Burmesesaid: “ThisvillageisKaw Thoo Lei.
After you giveusther guns, wewon't troubleyou and wewon’t comeagain. If you
don’t giveustheguns, wewill comeback. Wedon't haveany option. We haveto
get gunsbeforewego back.” [The soldiers must have been ordered to bring back
somegunsor face severe punishment.] ThesesoldierswerefromDivison 22. When
| came herethereweremany soldiersaround. They would stay inonevillagefor one
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or two nightsand then would go to another villagefor oneor two nights. Onetime
when they left our village we secretly escaped and came here. We dared not face
them, because when they came back they would demand gunsagain. Maybethey
would tie people up and demand 10 viss of pork, or 50 viss, likethat [1viss=1.6
kg./3.51b.]. Soweleftthevillagejust beforethey wereto comeagain. Only afew
peoplestayed behindinthevillage. All theyoung peopleleft. Wewereworried that
our villagewould be destroyed, so wewere staying to try to prevent this. But when
| escaped, everybody escaped at the sametime. Anyonewho thought it was better
to come here came. Other villagerswanted to go to other places and they went.
Everyone went separately. Some people didn’'t escape far but went to stay
downstream. Not many wereintheforest, only thosewho cameback to look after
their animalsand their fields. Thosewho had nothing just left. Withtheir entire
family, withthechildren and everyone..

| am not surethe peopleleft thereareableto harvest. If thesituationisgood they will
harvest. If not, they won't. Thelatest group which cameto our villagewasL IB.355.
Thenthey left. Sotherewasalittletimethere, and at that timethevillagerswho had
run not too far away came back to the village, but only the older people, not the
younger. They didn’t bring the children a ong and they |eft again on the sameday.
They came back just to look at the situation and at their houses.

The SLORC aretorturing peopleinvillageswhich aresmall and distant from them.
Inthevillagesclosetothecar road, they usudly don’t torturethepeople. Our village
isaway from the car road and away from them, so they torture usalot and they
consider itasa'black area’. Whenthey call usfor loh ah pay [forced labor] we
haveto goto cut and clear [the scrub along roadsides and around Army camps].
We havetowork for them. Theloh ah pay isthesamefor al thevillageswhich are
staying closetothem. Thecar road [from Thanbyuzayat to Three PagodasPasd] is
5klih[armspans] wide. They clear both sides of the car road, not becausethey are
afraid of mines, but when their trucks go aong theroad no Karen soldierscan hide
bes de theroad to ambush them.

The soldiersasked for porters but we gavethem money instead. Likethis. Inthe
area, therearetwo different groups of troopsand people haveto go and work for
both of them. Thetroopswhich are staying nearby accept money, but the other
group who stay further upstream need porters. Beforewe came here, they ordered
three portersevery day by turns. Thenearest group is1B.106 and thegroupsfurther
away areLIB. 545, Division.22, and L1B.355. Thenearest group ordered usto
clear the car road and cut and clear aplaceto plant vegetables. That isthelohah
pay, but for the porterswe can givemoney. When they planto goto Tavoy area
[thiscan mean Tavoy itself, or the Karen expression “going to Tavoy” just means
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anywherevery far away], wedare not go along and so we give them money.

| decided to come to thisarea. Even though my heart is not cool here [Karen
expression meaning that heisworried and afraid], it isbetter thaninthevillage. If we
stay inour village we dare not do our work. So we have nowork. We stay in our
housesand wedarenot go out. Justlikethis... We camewith our children. Wehad
towalk for ninedays. Without children, it would take only four days.

Interview 82: HRV: Relocation, Torture, Arrest, Relocation

Name: Saw G'Lu Taw

S Made

Age 50

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marital status: Marriedwith children

Address: xxxx village, Waw Raw township, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw G’Lu Taw’s village northeast of Ye was ordered to move. Addingto his
commentsinthisinterview werean elderly womanwhoisarelative of his(noted as
‘Oldwoman’) and achurch elder fromtheir village (noted as* Church elder’).]

Wejust arrived today. Just now! Becauseweareafraid of the Burmese. We dared
not stay becausethey beat us, hit us.

They didn’'t beat me, but they beat some people. And hitthem. TheBurmesewere
coming, sotheheadmantold ustoleavethevillage. Around our village, they tortured
so many people. They treated the people liketheir slaves. When they arrested
porters, they never released them. That’swhy | escaped and came here.

We had to come because the Burmese are getting worse and worse. |f we stay
there, we have no more strength | eft to face all the problems. 1f we go back to our
village, they will force usto moveto the car road.

Our villagereceived an order to moveto Ker. Itisover two milesaway from our
village. Itisalittlebit away fromthecar road. We had to move at the beginning of
therainy season. Whenit wasaready raining heavily. Wedidn't know why, they
just ordered usto move. InMay, thesoldierscametothevillage by themsalvesand
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waited therewith their gunswatching whilethevillagershad to dismantletheir houses.
Thebig houseswerebuilt of wood and we stripped thewooden planksoff. All the
houses had to be destroyed within six days. The bullock carts had to carry our
thingsto Ker and we didn’t have any timeto work any more.

| know of fivevillageswhichwereordered to move: Htee Ter, Wah KaTer, Wah Pa
Theh, KruMaw Hta, and Tar BaTaw villages, but therearemany others. Theother
villageshad to moveto Kaneh Kamaw. They weregiventheorder duringthesame
month but not on exactly the sameday.

At Ker, SLORC did not provide shelter forusto stay. It was only atemporary
place. Peoplejust built likethey do here[small bamboo shelters]. They provided
separate plots, group by group. Therewasno fence. We did not get any rice or
support fromthe SLORC. They didn’t giveusanything. They were even asking
thingsfromus. Our chickens, our rice. Some peopleworked half their field and can
work only for ashort time. They could not completetheir work. They didn’t allow
usto stay at our farm huts. We could not work anymore. If they saw usinthefields,
they beat, hitandkilled us.

All of our villagersmoved to Ker. Wedestroyed our housesand moved at the same
time. TheBurmesedidn'talow themto stay inthevillage. Now | am arriving from
Ker. All movedto Ker. Nooneishidingintheforest. Most of them moved to Ker
and some came here. Many more want to come but it isdifficult because of the
heavy rains. Their children are very small so they cannot come now. They are
waiting until the rainy season isover. We are not the first group. They started
coming two monthsago. Assoon asthey moved to Ker they saw that they couldn’t
stay there, sothey decided to come hereimmediately.

There are about 40 housesin my village. At Ker thereare over 100 houses. No
Burmese[troops] stay in Ker yet, but they come sometimes. They comefromIB.
343and IB. 31.

InKer, thesoldiersask for money for porter fees, and wehaveto giveit every time.
Onehouse, 150 kyats, every month regularly. If you givethem money, no need to
go. But then another group of Burmese ordersusto go as portersand we haveto
go. That'swhy wedon’'t want to facethat problem. If peopledon’t go[asporters],
they arrest them.

If werun, we meet the Burmeseeverywhere. Werunthisway, we meet the Burmese,
werun that way, and we also meet the Burmese. Wedon't want to bethere. Sowe
camehere. Ittook six daysto come here[he showed theblistersand calluseson his
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feet fromwalking]. Whenweran, we had nothing to eat.

TheKer villagersdidn’t comebut the villagerswho were forced to movetherewant
to come here. Somewill comeand somewill stay there. Our church congregation
membersareall goingto comehere. Theother villagesasowant to comebutitis
raining now. Inour village, we have about 30 familieswho are church members.
Andall thechurch membersfrom xxxx will alsocome. Their church hasmorethan
45families. EventhePastor will cometoo. We came here becausewewereworried
that the Burmesewould come[to Ker] and do moreterriblethingsto usthan before.
The SLORC don’t givetroubleto the[Karen] soldiers, they just givetroubleto the
civilians. Whenthe Burmese shoat, it isthevillagerswho haveto suffer. Wedon't
know exactly why they dothis. Thehead of our villagehasto goto seethe Burmese
every day, and hetold uswhat the Burmese had saidto him: “ TheKaren arelikea
tree. If you cut thetrunk, brancheswill comeup again, so you haveto dig out the
rootssoit will never grow again.” TheBurmesefromIB. 106 told himthat duringa
meeting at Maw Kaneh about one month ago.

Interview 83: HRV: Torture, Forced Labor, Arrest, Relocation

Name: Saw Tee Wah

S Made

Age 35

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Address: Married withfour children

Address: xxxx village, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

The Burmese soldiersordered usto go and bring their rationswith our bullock carts.
Ontheway back, whenwearrived at Kru M’ Tee, they tied us, interrogated usand
tortured us. They weredemanding guns. They didn’t get any guns, sothey tortured
us. Weareonly villagers. How can we have guns? But they ordered to find some
and givethem. How canwefind gunsand givethem? Wedon't haveany.

Whenthe soldiersfirst cameto our villagethe menraninto hiding [when they first
occupied thevillage during the offensive]. Thenthe Burmese madetroublefor the
women, so we came back into thevillage. They welcomed usand they registered
the number of housesand people. Atfirst they didn’t disturb ustoo much. They
only imposed stricter rules. Thenlater on, bit by bit, they started arresting us.
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ItwasinApril. | arrived at Kru M’ Teeinthe evening, onthereturntrip. | had just
goneto Seik Gyi to get their rationswith my bullock cart and carried them back to
KruM’ Tee[wherethereisaSLORC Army camp]. Altogether wewere 30 people
with our bullock carts. They arrested and tortured 15 of us. They never tortured us
at our own village because they did not want our wivesto seeit. TheBurmeseuse
their brains. If they tortured usin our villageit wouldn’t look good for them.

They didn’t ask anything. They just started calling namesfromtheir list. | don’'t
know how they knew my name, but one person [aK aren soldier] had surrendered
to the Burmese and he knew me. The soldiers called our names and demanded
guns, tied usup and tortured us, dl at the sametime. They wereasking for gunsand
beating us. You couldn’'t eventalk. It wasnight-time, and many soldierswere
torturing us. | couldn’t seethem. Two of them punched and kicked mewhilethey
asked for guns. They punched my chest fivetimesand dapped my facefivetimes.
They also burnt my beard. Other soldiers, | don’t know how many of them, came
and hit uswith their guns. They beat me for 10 minutes. Other villagers were
tortured for 15 or 20 minutes. They wereal young andtheir foreheadswerebleeding.
My facewasaso bleeding. They took everything that belongedto me, likemy knife
and my watch. Afterwards, wehadto carry their rationsasfar astheir camp. Some
had to go to Paw Ner Mu and YaKrato carry rationsfor the soldiers who were
stayingtemporarily inthevillages.

Thesoldierscamefrom Seik Gyi [Kyaln Seik Gyi, threedays wak awvay]. When
they arrived at our villagethey didn’t build acamp, they just stayed temporarily.
They went patrolling to theother villages. After Division 44 €ft, they [other groups]
camefor three or four daysat atime. They went by sections, ahundred soldiers
covering seven villages. The Burmese stayed very closeto me, two houses awvay
frommy house. | couldn’t tell whether therewere DK BA together withthe SLORC
or not, but alot of them were speaking Karen language. They all had the same
[SLORC] uniform. | knew some of them but | don’t know their names. | don’t
know wherethey camefrom. Beforel saw them walking aongtheroad, following
the Burmese. [These may be SLORC soldierswho are Karen, DKBA soldiers
attached to SLORC units, or soldiersfrom KNLA Battalion 16, whose commander
surrendered to SL ORC in February; some Battalion 16 soldiers have reportedly
joined SLORC, whilethe commander has set up aSLORC-runmilitiain Dooplaya
Disdtrict ]

| wasaporter once and then | escaped because| couldn’t bear it. Thefirsttime,in
April, | wasordered to take their rationswith my bullock cart, but the second timel
had to carry thingson my back. | hadto carry gun barrelsand onebag -- | don’t
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know what wasinside. | carried it for four days. Our loadswere over 30 vissa
piece[48kg./1051b.]. Wecould barely even move, it wastoo heavy. So | escaped
and went back home. They didn’t beat the porters, but after four dayscarryinglike
thisyou couldn’t even liedown onyour back. | hadto carry for adistance of three
miles, going and coming back, again and again. Wehad to go by turns, onemanfor
twoor threedays. Inxxxx [hisvillage] they demanded sevenvillagersevery day. If
theheadman didn’ t collect peopleto send asreplacements, they would never release
theporters. Wehad to carry riceand ammunition, ducksand chickens, everything.
They put everything that they took by forcefromthevillagersinto basketsand ordered
the portersto carry them. They started from Paw Ner Muto Y wathit, Y waHaw
and then back to Meh TaKreh, KruKyi and K’ Kyar and thento M’ YaDone. Just
around thewholearea.

They told theheadmanto call the people. If it wasnot for theheadman calling us, the
Burmesewould never find us. Our headman was afraid that the Burmese would
burn downthevillage, so hetried to control thevillagers. Welistened to our headman
until wecouldn’t takeit anymore. After that, he couldn’t do anything [to stop them
fromfleaing].

I cannot explain how much they torture the people. Some of our villagerswere
beaten until they werebleeding. Many of thosewho weretortured by the SLORC
went to stay at xxxx. Someother villagersin our villagewere put in the pit, but not
me. They didn’t allow usto seeit and we couldn’t go near. Wecouldlistenfromfar
away. My uncle had to suffer morethan me. Hewasput inthe pit. Whenthey put
peopleinthe hole, wewere not even allowed to go and give them food.

Many peopledidn’t darefacethat any longer and ran away fromthevillage. The
villagersdon’t even care about their property anymore, they would rather flee. |
came herewithout my wifeeven knowing. | couldn’t takeit any longer. My family
till staysinxxxx. | don’t know what to do. | came herejust afew daysago and
now |’ vedecided to go back to xxxx and stay with my wife. My family should move
away fromtheBurmese. If it ispossible, | would liketo gowiththemand stay ina
refugee camp. If not, wewill stay therehhiding. We can go and stay intheforest if
there are not too many of us. We are Karen people, wewould liketo stay there
becauseitisour land and our country. My farmisinthevillage, but we dare not
work on our farm and we haveto leavetheland. Wearenot free. Sometimeswe
haveto get passes, sometimesnot. They treat uslike children. Peopledon’t want to
work anymore but try to find away to escape. Thinking about it, it isbetter to stay
inarefugee camp or somewhereelse. If weescape, wewant to be safe.
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Interview 84: HRV: Relocation, Livelihood, Refugee

Name: Saw Lay Htoo

Sx: Made

Age 56

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status. Widower, fivechildren

Address: xxxx village, Waw Raw township, Karen State
Dateof interview: August, 1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw Lay Htoo lived in aKaren village along the Thanbyuzayat - Three Pagodas
Passroad, but had to flee after hisvillagewas ordered to rel ocate and hishousewas
burnt down.]

Originally I amfrom DoeWay Paw village, about two dayswalk from herein Kya-
Intownship. | left my villagetenyearsago becausethe Burmeseweredoing military
operationsinthe areaand they forced thevillagersto work, so we dared not stay.
Wewenttoliveinxxxx village.

| arrived here oneweek ago because the Burmese burnt down our housein xxxx, so
we had to leave and we cameto stay here. The Burmeseforced usto movetothe
village[to Three Pagodas Passvillage], wedidn't go and so they cameto burndown
the houses.

The SLORC soldiersfirst cameandtold thevillagersto move. | don’t know which
Battalion, but | saw 62" ontheir uniform[thisisIB. 62, notoriousintheregionfor
destroying villages; it wasthisBattalion which attacked Hal ockhani refugee campin
1994]. Wedidn’'t move and after four daysthey cameback and saidtothevillagers:
“Don't stay here. Go and stay at Three PagodasPass.” | told them: “ Yes, we can
go and stay there but we cannot bring our belongingswithus.” Thevillagersdidn’'t
go and thesameday they burnt our house down. xxxx. They burnt my housewhile
| washuntingintheforest but my family saw it. Welost everythingwhichwasinthe
house, like clothes, pots, plates, ... everything! | feltvery angry. Thevillagers
couldn’t stay anymore, so al the househol ds moved to the Burmese place[to Three
Pagodas Pass as ordered by the SLORC]. We stayed therefor ashort time and
they asked usto dothisand that. They ordered usto carry their thingsbut | am old
and | cannot carry anything, so | asked thechildrento go. If any troopscame, we
hadto go astheir guides. So altogether 6 membersof my family came here: one
daughter, one son, the other daughter with her husband, one grandchild and myself.
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The SLORC soldiersdemanded porters but thevillagers had not goneyet. | have
never been aporter, but my children sometimeshad to carry their things. Before
they burnt my house, we could stay there.

Interview 85: HRV: Relocation, Livelihood, Torture

Name: Saw ShweHla

S Made

Age 21

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Maritd status. Married withtwo children

Address: KlihTuvillage, Yetownship, Mon State
Dateof interview: August, 1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw Shwe Hlawitnessed the beating by SL ORC troops and subsequent death of
hisvillage headman. Hewasinterviewed just afew daysafter fleeing thearea.]

| ranfrom the Burmese because| did not darestay. When the Burmese came, they
caled usand wehad no moretimetowork. They cameand ateour ricethat we had
prepared to storefor our food, and they ate thefowl that we reared. When they
order ustowork for them, they did not feed usand we had to take our ownricewith
us. If they asked for porters and they didn’t get them, they tortured the village
headman.

Most people were beaten by the soldiers, but | escaped. Thewholevillagewas
beaten, thevillage head aswell. It wasat the beginning of thisrainy season. They
were asking for guns. When the people said they didn’t have guns, they started
beating people. They tortured our villageleader and now hehasaready died. They
beat himwith agtick, they hit himwith gun buttsand they shot himwith adingshot.
They burnt him, they beat himwitharock and cut through hisskinwithaknife. | saw
ital. Hewasatall man. Hewascompletely bruised and black. After theBurmese
tortured him, hewent to the hospital inthe morning, but the hospital wouldn’t accept
him [for victimsof shootingsor beatings, written passesfrom SLORC officersare
required for admission to hospital ; any doctor or nurse who treats such aperson
without Army permissionrisksarrest or thelossof their licenseto practice]. Sohe
cameback tothevillageand diedin our village. Hewasthe secretary of thevillage.
HisnamewasKyaw Ta.
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We did not receive an order to move from the SLORC soldiers. Therewere 100
housesin our village and about 80 or 90 are still there. Some peoplewent to the
towns, like Ler Moe Mor and Lai SaBya [these are big Mon villages]. Some
familiescamehere. SomefromWah Pyi cameheretoo, after the Burmesecameto
theirvillage.

Now the Burmese haveleft our village, but people are saying that they will come
again. | left my village about one month ago and went to stay outsidethevillage, in
xxxx village. 1tisnot near here. | stayed there becausethe heavy rainsstopped me
from going further. Therewasno probleminxxxx, becausethe Burmesehave never
arrivedthereyet. But we heard that they would cometheretoo. Sowe camehere.
We dlept two nightsontheway. We couldn’t carry anything. We camewith the
childrenand it wasrainingtoo. | cameonly with my ownfamily. If wegotoany
other placewewill beamong the Burmeseagain, so | don’t want to go.

Interview 86: HRV: Torture, Women

Name: PaNgeh

Sx: Made

Age 36

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Maritd status: Married withtwo children

Address: xxxx village, Waw Raw township, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

(PaNgeh saw awoman and the headman tortured in hisvillage, so hefled to Kyun
Chaung, where he had to do forced labor for SLORC. Then hefled back to his
village, only to be ordered to move, so hefinally fledthearea.)

| arrived last week, just over ten daysago. Wehad to face so many problems. They
tortured peoplealot. Oneor two people. The soldierstortured one of thewomen
very seriously. Therewasawoman buying something at the shop and they came
close to her. She was afraid and ran. Then the soldiers grabbed the woman
shopkeeper and asked: “Who is that woman?’ She answered: “She is a good
person.” Thenthey said, “ Sheisnot good. If sheisgood, shewouldn’t haverun!”

Andthey started beating thewoman shopkeeper until she passed stoolsin her sarong.

She had to suffer instead of thewoman who ran away. They wanted to beat the
other woman, but couldn’t run after her, so they accused the shopkeeper of beinga
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“Kaw Thoo Le trader”. They beat her | don’t know how many times. They hit her
with abamboo ashig asthis. | dared not look at it.

Many peopleweretortured inxxxx [hisvillage], eventhevillagehead. | saw the
Burmese burn himwiththeir cherootsand demand gunsfromhim. Now hehasfled
andishidinginthat area. | wasnot beaten, but | didn’t want to Stay in xxxx anymore.
That’swhy | went to stay in Kyun Chaung. InKyun Chaung | had to suffer too. |
had to work for them weaving bamboo every day. We had no timeto work for
ourselves. Wehad to go and stay with them. | wastherefor two monthsand wehad
to cut bamboo, weaveit and build afence [part of the seven layersof fencing SLORC
has placed around their new Army campin Kyun Chaung]. So | went back to xxxx
[hishomevillage], but | saw them theretoo. We hadtomove. | waslivinginthe
outskirtsof thevillageand they forced thevillagerswhowerelivinginthe outskirtsto
moveto thecenter of thevillage. Sol fled. | camehere becausel hadto move. |
don’t know but | will stay until other peoplemove. Then| will movewiththem. |
won'’t go back.

Interview 87: HRV: Arrest, Torture, Forced Labor, Women

Name: Saw TamlaWah

S Made

Age 41

Ethniaty: Karen, pastor

Rdigion: Chridian

Marital status: Married withthreechildren

Address: xxxx village, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw TamlaWah isthe Baptist pastor of hisvillage. Hefled three monthsago after
being arrested and tied to atreefor two daysby SLORC troops.]

When SLORC Divison44 entered theares, thevillagersheard that they weretorturing
people alot. So they al ran here and there. | told them not to run. | said if the
Burmese maketroublefor thevillagers, | would faceit. Wedon't want our church
and our congregation destroyed, our congregation scattered, and wedon’ t want our
villageand our familiesdestroyed either. Sowhen SLORC Division 44 entered, |
faced theminthevillage. | had to solvetheir problemsfor them, so | becamea
leader among thevillagers. The Burmese started registering the names of al the
villagers, and they often called mefor any number of reasons. And later on, Divison
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44 | eft.

Then SLORC Division 22 cameinto thevillage and they ordered meto go and see
them. | thought that | had done nothing wrong so | went. When | met their group,
they asked meto sit down besidethe Captain and hetold me, “ Don' t tell meanything.
Only when | ask you questions, you must answer me.  Otherwise you mustn’t
guestion meor say anything.” Then hetold memany things, and he accused me of
having two gunsand onewal kie-talkie and ordered meto bringthemto him. Later
on, heinterrogated methreemoretimes. Hesent the soldiersto call meto seehim.
| went threetimesto seehim. After that, he said to me: “You are choosing theway
todeath!” | had been order to go and bring thesethings[gunsand awalkie-takie]
to him but | had nothing, so | couldn’t. Then he ordered me to get them from
anywherel could and bringthemto him. | couldn’t do that either.

Sothe Captain, | don’t remember hisname, tied my hands behind my back. They
tied up many people. They tied peopleup inthegarden under thetrees. First they
tied peoplewith arope, then they tied theropeto atree, and they had three sentries
to guard each group. | wastied up to afriend of mine. | didn’t see the others
because wewere kept separately. | can't say exactly how many were beaten, but |
know morethanten. Their wivestold meabout it later. They kept melikethisfor
two daysand onenight. We couldn’t leep because we werevery anxiousand we
just hadto sit therelikethat. They gavefood to us, the samefood they ate. They
didn’t beat me but they beat the othersand dunked their headsinthe ThaMay river.
Somewere beaten and kicked until they werebleeding. Some escaped but they il
haven't returned homeyet. Theman tied to mewas not beaten, but later on they
ordered him to beaporter and sent him to another place, about 5 or 6 milesaway.
| wasn't beaten, just kept likethisfor two daysand one night until the Battalion
Commander arrived. He ordered the soldiersto untie all the peoplethat they had
tied up. Thenoneby one, heinterrogated us.

| escaped when the Mgjor ordered meto go and talk tothevillagers. Hesaid: “If
they haveany gun that ishidden or buried, they must show it and giveittome. You
arethe pastor and most of the KNU leadersare Christians, so if you speak to them
they will ligentoyou. Tell themthat their fightingisnow over, they must join usand
work together withus.” That waswhy they let megotothevillage. Helet megoat
6 p.m. intheevening andtold me: “Thissamenight you havetoreporttous!” and
| saidto him: “Tonight | cannot arrivethere.” So hetold methen: “ Tomorrow at 6
am. you havetobeback.” | promisedthat | would beback at6am. Butl left with
my family and didn’t go back.

Whilethe SLORC soldiersarein our village, three peoplehavetogo at al timesand
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work for them. If they’ restaying intheir camp thenthevillagershavetowork intheir
camp. They also order thevillagersto carry thingsto thefrontline. Thesoldierswalk
infront and keep the portersin the middle of their group [so they can’t escape].
They know that the Karen Army hasn’t put minesaround there.That iswhy they
don’t send the portersin front of them.

Thestuationfor thevillagersisvery difficult, becauseif the Karen soldiersengage
the SLORC closetothevillage, theblameisput onthevillagers. For example, if any
mine explodes near thevillage, thevillagewill be destroyed by SL ORC and the
villagerswill haveto moveto another place.

In other villagestoo, some peopleweretortured badly but | didn’t seethat. Pastors
like me weretortured until the skin broke on their heads and their jaws became
swollen. | saw onewho had to suffer that, but | heard that many others suffered it
too. Hisnamewas ThraE--- fromH--- village, not very far fromus. Wearefriends
and wework together. The Burmese hit hishead with their gun butts, kicked him
and punched him, and hiswholebody got swollen. He was beaten because one of
hischurch congregation members, Padoh T---,isaKNU leader. The SLORCtold
him, “Heisyour church member. You must know everything about him and his
movements.” That waswhy they beat him!

| didn’t seeit but | heard they raped three women from xxxx and yyyy villagesin
Waw Raw area. Whenthey entered thevillagethe menwereafraid, ranto theforest
and dept there. Then the Burmesewent and raped thewomen. Thishappened not
solong ago, shortly beforel camehere. After | left my villagel also heard that one
womanwasraped by the soldiersinxxxx village, anearby village. That information,
I know, istrue. That happened last monthin July, when her husband wenttodeepin
theforest and thewomen stayed aloneinthevillage. Shewas 32 yearsold and she
hasthreechildren. Sheisthemother of G---. Sheisdtill stayingthereinthevillage.

Our village hastwenty households. Someare Buddhists, not al are Chrigtians. The
SLORC don’t carewhichyou are. They also arrested some Buddhist people but
most of themwere Chrigtians. | didn’t seeany signof DKBA. Whenthey arrested
me, the soldier who was guarding mewasaBurmese guy from Rangoon. Hetaked
about many thingsto meand hesaid, “Among our #22 Divison, someare DKBA.
DKBA only combined with usbecausethey couldn’tjointhe other Divisions.” |
knew that some DK BA werewiththem, so| wasafraid. [Because DKBA members
oftenidentify anyonethey don'tlike, particularly Chrigtians, as* KNU’ sothat SLORC
will executethem.]
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Interview 88: HRV: Arrest, Torture, Forced Labor

Name: PaNoh

Sx: Made

Age 45

Ethniaty: Pwo Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marita satus: Marriedwith six children

Address: xxxx village, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

[PaNohfled hisvillage after being arrested and badly beaten by SLORC troops.]

Onemonthago | arrived at the Thai border. | left because the Burmese cameto my
village and arrested people. They called usand interrogated us about guns. We
didn’t have gunsbut they said we had. They beat usoften. | wasdetained for three
months, from thetimethey arrived in Saw Kee and Saw Hta[a.k.a. Azin] until
SLORCDivison44eftour village.

The SLORC arrested me and interrogated me about the guns and tortured me.
They punched me, beat me and hit mewith agun butt. They tortured meuptothe
point that four times| became unconscious. They accused meof having contact with
Kaw ThooLe&. They toldme: “If you stay inthisarea, then Kaw Thoo Lei ishere
too.” | wasnot avillage headman, but they arrested and interrogated me questions.
During the month of the Water Festival [in April], | wasin Plaw Toh Keeand Tee
KleeThuarea. They captured meat Plaw Toh Kee. They have established anew
strategic campthere. They beat me, they stomped on my chest with their bootsand
hitmewith agun barrel. They accused meof havingagun, but I’ ve never had any
gun. Thenthey said that | wasatraitor and that everything that went wrong inthe
country wasmy fault. They said | wasthe onewhowouldn’t alow theciviliansto
comeback [from hiding and from the refugee camps, to live under SLORC]. The
Burmese ordered meto go around withthem. They ordered meto follow themand
tied my hands. Just meaone. They kept mefor morethan onemonth. They didn’'t
torture me every day, just once aweek or so, but then they did it so badly that |
became unconscious. They dapped and beat me many times, fivetimesthey beat
meunconscious. Thefirst timel went unconsciouswasin Khaw Ghehwhen| was
walking along withthem. At Meh Ker Keeonce, Plaw Toh Keeonce, Ivo once,
and Paw Ner Muonce. Thefirg timethey tortured me, they hit mewithagunbarrel
and they kicked mewith their bootsand they hit my head. They punched me inthe
ear and it was broken. For threedayswhen | was passing urineit wasonly blood,
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and when | passed stoolsit wasalso blood. | thought | would die. | will show you
thescars. Thisoneisfrom punching. Onmy head therearemany scars. They aso
rolled abamboo pole over my shins. They ordered meto stretch out my legs, they
put the bamboo over my shinsand two soldierson each sideof merolledit very
heavily.

They didn’'t keep meat any oneplace, they ordered metofollow them. Whenthey
arrived in avillage they stayed there for two or three days and they tied me up.
Sometimesin threedaysthey only gavemeonemeal.

They dug aholeintheground four plah x five plah, likeabunker [oneplah (elbow to
fingertip) isabout 1.5feet]. They had only one holeto put peoplein. They wanted
todig aholeof around eight plah depth but they met with rocks at the bottom, so
they couldn’t get deeper than five plah. Then they put the excavated ground around
thetop and madeit 6 plah deep. They put logson thetop of the hole and | eft only
onegaptogetin. | hadtograbthesoldier’shand [to climbdowninside]. | couldn’t
stand up inside [he was forbidden]. They put mein there and then covered the
opening with aplastic sheet so | couldn’t breatheinside. They put meinthat hole
once, for thewholeday. After that, | couldn’t see properly. When the openingwas
covered, it washard for meto breathe. | could sit and liedown but breathing was
extremely hard and s ow.

| know the name of those who tortured me: xxxx and yyyy from SLORC Division
44. The Battalion Commander above them isnamed xxxx and heis Arakanese.
They finally released mewhen Division 44 | eft thearea. | dared not remaininmy
village becausethey had said: “Wewon't releaseyou! Weinterrogated you and we
got nothing out of you. Sol will hand you over to the other army troops.” Two new
Battalionscameand they surrounded my houseto arrest me. A third group arrived
and did thesame.

K---wasalsotortured. Heis30yearsold. They tied K---’swristsbehind hisback
and put abamboo polethrough under histwo armslikethis, and they hunghimona
treelikethat. Thenthey kicked himand one of hisarmswent loose [they digointed
hisshoulder]. It happenedinthecattlecorral. Hewastortured for one day and then
they released him. Hecouldn’t hold anything in hishandsanymore. Now hestill
staysat xxxx but notinthevillage, intheforest.

They didn'tkill anyonebut they tortured many peoplelikethis. Moreover, thevillagers
had to go and carry thingsfor them. Our xxxx village has80 houses. Eight persons
each day haveto work for the Burmese as porters. One person hasto carry three
bigtinsof rice[50 kg./1101b.] and we haveto take our ownriceto eat. Ontop of
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that, they a so take machetesand other thingslike coconutsfromus. They eat them
or destroy them. They arriveat thevillage and they eat whatever they want, likeour
rice. They don’ttakeall of our rice but they take somefor themselvesto eat.

| cameherewithal of my family. If I left them behind the Burmesewould comeand
arrest them. They arestaying herenow. | will stay and seethe situation.

Interview 89: HRV: Arrest, Torture, Forced Labor

Name: Saw Lah Po

Sx: Made

Age 19

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status: Married with no children
Address. xxxx village, Kyalntownship
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

| arrived hereonemonth ago. | dared not stay becausethey said, “ If | seeyouagain,
| will not allow youto say oneword and | will tortureyou again.” Weran away from
them and wethought that they would not comeagain. But thenin April | met them
besidemy houseinxxxx. They didn’t ask any questions, they just Started at onceto
tieour hands. They took meto Kru M’ Tee monastery. They haveacampinKru
M’ Tee. They pushed mewiththeir gunbarrelsand hit my back with gun butts. They
beat me on my neck. They stomped on my back with their boots once, hereand
here. They punched mehereand on my stomach many times. They ordered meto
carry thingsand demanded guns. | left the Karen Army twoyearsago. | told them,
“I don'thaveany!” andthey said, “ Yes, you have!” They tied me up and stomped
onme. They handcuffed my hands behind my back and attached the handcuffsto
the post of the monastery. They ordered me to stretch my legs and keep them
straight and together. Then they stepped onmy shinswiththeir boots. They made
me stay under the hot sun for four daysat Kru M’ Tee monastery. | felt burning
insde. They didn’'t alow metodrink any water. They only gavemeonecup of rice
and salt, and they gavethisonly intheafternoon. Early the next morning they gave
meanother cup of rice. Inthenight they didn’t untiemeand | had to stay sitting up.

After four days, they gavemeapass[alowing himto stay]. They said, “If youlose
thispass, you don’t need to say oneword” [i.e. don’t even bother trying to explain].
When they gave methe passthe commander told the soldiers, “ If you seethat pass,
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don’t bother himand don't arrest him”. After they rel eased me, they called meback
many timesand | had to carry thingsfor them. When someother SLORC troops[a
new group] saw my pass, they toreit up. After my passwastorn, thefirst group of
soldierstriedto arrest meagain. | hadto go and stay intheforest. Later | went to
stay inxxxx [in Thailand]. | am <till theredoing day |abor. My wifeand her mother
arestaying there. Her mother and her older brother cannot seevery well. Shehas
“thamu paw” [adiseasewhich causeshblindness). | arrived after my wife. Shecame
fird.

Other villagersincluding my elder brother and my uncleweretortured too. They
arrested my brother and me on the same day but they kept us separately in Kru
M’ Tee. They kept my elder brother by theroad and | was detained at the monastery.
My elder brother was also an ex-soldier. One of hisfriends surrendered to the
SLORC and came back with them. The Burmese arrested my brother and also
demanded gunsfrom him. They thought that hewasacaptain, so they beat himand
stomped onhim. They tied him up and tortured him alot too. They madeafireand
forced himto hold hisfaceclosetothefire. Hisfacewasburnt and became covered
with blisters. Hismouth wasa so burnt and he couldn’t eat anymore. After thefirst
beatingshe could still eat but not after the burns. Hewastortured so badly for two
daysthat hewaspassing blood in hisstools. My elder brother also received apass,
but helost histoo. it asowastorn up by the new troops.

Only my brother had joined thearmy [KNLA] inthe past, not my uncle. But the
Burmese a so accused my uncleof having agun. They pushed my uncle’ shead into
thewater. Heis40yearsold. They bobbed hishead up and downintheriver. They
madeafireunder himand hewasforcedtolay abovethefire. They smoked cheroots
and pressed the burning cherootson him. They handcuffed hishandsbehind his
back. They beat him threedifferent timesand onetime hewent unconscious. When
hefdl unconsciousthe soldiershit himwiththeir gun butt. Therewere many wounds
on hisbody, and many scarsall over from the cheroot burns. Blood still comesout
of hismouth because of the ssomping hegot.

The soldiersasked five peoplefromthevillagefor porter every day. They haveto
carry threetins[50kg./1101b.] of rice to Seik Gyi and then they haveto comeback
inthemiddleof thenight. If the portersget too tired to go on, they catch new ones.
Itisalongway from Seik Gyi to our village, four days walk. So atogether their
duty isfor fivedays[four dayscarrying therice, then afast non-stop walk home].
Beforetherewere 20 househol dsin xxxx, but now only 12 or 13 householdsremain
inthevillage. Themen havegoneto stay outsidethevillage and thewomen remain
inthevillage. Many peoplestay outsidethevillage, somehavegoneto other villages
and some have goneto stay at xxxx. My elder brother isnow at xxxx. | havefour
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brothersandtwo sisters. | antheyoungest. My father died when| wasyoung. My
mother staysin Burmaand | came aloneto stay here with my parents-in-law. |
would liketo go and seemy mother but | darenot go back. If the Burmesemeet me
therewill be problemsfor me.

Interview 90: HRV: Arrest, Torture, Forced Labor

Name: Saw Po Ther

Sx: Made

Age 18

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status. Married, no children

Address: xxxx village, Waw Raw township, Karen State
Dateof interview: August, 1997

Source: KHRG

| arrived herewithmy wifeon July 6, 1997. | left my village becausethe Burmese
tortured usand accused usof having guns. Wedon't haveguns. They arrested us
on April 16 and asked usto givethem guns. We had atelevision and they took it.
Beforethey arrested me, they took everything - deeping mat, watch, goat, chickens,
pigs, plates, pots, etc. They took everythingfromme. They accused people of
having connection withtherebels. They arrested meat my house, took meto the
church and beat methere. | told themthat | didn’t have any gun but they said | had.
Thefirg night they tied meto atreeand didn’t beat me. Inthemorning, they tortured
mefor three hours, stopped for awhileand then beat me again for one hour. Then
they arrested meagainon April 28. They kept meinthe churchfor twelvehours, the
wholenight, and the next day at noon they moved meto another placeaongtheTha
May river and they tortured me again. They rolled apiece of wood on my shins.
They tied my feet inthe air, my hands behind my back and hung me up [hanging
upsidedown]. They hit meso many timesthat | couldn’t countit, and | wasbleeding
hereandthereand here... My whole body wasswollen. They beat mewith apiece
of wood, on my head, my body, my feet. They kicked mewith their bootsand beat
meuntil | wasbroken. Youwouldn’t haverecognized meif you saw methen. They
tortured meuntil | wasunconscious. | didn’t vomit because| swallowedit. | didn’t
want to show themthat | wasreally hurt.

Then after beatingmeup, a 7 0’ clock intheevening they put meinthewater for 15
or 20 minutesand let me breathe only sometimes. They tied me upthat night. | had
to stay thereon April 30, 1997. Thenthey moved meto Y wathit and they tied me
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up therefor three days, and then they sent meto YaKraand | was kept therefor
threedays. Inthemorningsthe Burmeseatefried riceand drank tea, but they didn’t
giveanythingto us. Only sometimesin the afternoon they gave us one piece of
chickenwithstaerice. Onceintheevening they gaveusonemed. Thenthey untied
oneof my hands, and onenight later they released me.

| didn’t goto hospital becauseitisfar away frommy house. | stayedinmy housefor
onemonthinMay torecover. SLORC Division44 had aready left and | thought |
could stay inour village. ButthenonJuly 1st | heard that Division 44 Divisonwas
comingagain, sol decided to leavethevillageand | arrived hereon July 6.

The soldiersalso arrested two of my elder brothers. Thethree of usweretortured
morethan the others. With the others, they only ordered themto carry thingsas
porters. My two elder brothersweretortured even morethan | was. They were
arrested the samenight asme. The soldiersbeat their shinsand their headswitha
pieceof wood. Now they cannot walk anymore. They canjust stay likethis. And
they had to gointo the holefor six days. They hadto passurineright thereinthe
hole. They werereleased on May 4. My brothersare still staying inthevillage.
They didn’t come becausethey think therearetoo many problemsontheway. They
will comeif thesituation getsworse.

Inour village, they areasking for fivekindsof porters. Sincetheir boat sank they
have asked for human porters, bull ock-cart porters, boat porters, carrying porters
and portersto guard them. [Heusesthetermfor ‘porter’ to refer to any kind of
forced labor; by ‘ carrying porters hemeans peopleto carry supplies, while* human
porters presumably meanspeoplefor Army camp labor and* portersto guard themy

meansforced sentry duty.] Intheplacewheretheir boat sank, their gunsal so sank
and so they ordered villagersto guard the place. [ Some escaped portersreported
that thissinking occurred during thisrainy season, when aboat carrying adozen
soldiersaswell asagroup of porterstied to each other was attempting to crossa
river in that areaand sank. The 12 soldiers drowned because of their bootsand
heavy equipment, whilethe porters managed to swim tied up together and reached
thebank. After theincident, the Army wasdetermined to recover thegunsfromthe
river bottom, so they forced villagersto guard the placeand a so forced themto dive
intothewild current to recover theguns.]

WE renot making thingsup behind the backsof theBurmese. | amtellingyouthisto
report to theworld because what they aredoingisreally true, they aretorturing us
likethiswithout mercy and we cannot bear it. | don’t say thisjust totell bad things
about them. Itisthevery truth. Our soldiersareweak and thereisnofighting. Why
arethey treating uslikethis?
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Interview 91: HRV: Arrest, Torture

Name: Saw Lah Kuh

Sx: Made

Age 41

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status: Marriedwithfivechildren

Address: xxxx village, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw Lah Kuh washeadman of hisvillage, but fled after being detainedinaholein
the ground and beaten by SL ORC troops.]

| cannot say exactly when left my village, becausewhen | escaped frommy village
| wasreadlly frightened. It wasover threeweeksago. The SLORC hurt the people,
so | wasafraid and came here. 1t took methree daysto get here.

Thesoldierstriedto arrest theciviliansinthevillageincluding me. Atfirst[when
SLORC occupied thevillage] | escaped for about oneweek and the village elder
asked meto comeback. Heisthe SLORC headmanin our village[thevillagers
choose one headman to represent them to SL ORC (though SL ORC often dictates
whom thiswill be), and another to represent themtothe KNU; “ Saw Lah Kuh” was
the" KNU headman”]. Hehasto go oftento the Burmese camp. Hecalled meback
togototheir camp. They had built atemporary campinour village. The Burmese
had requested himto go and call me. Hetold me: “ Even though you escape, you are
not safe. The Burmesewill not bearound for just two or threemonths!” Sol hadto
go back and stay inmy house. | went tothe Burmeseand | had to let theminterrogate
me. | amtheleader of thevillagegroup [liaisonwith the KNU].

InApril 1997, they put mein the holeand interrogated mebecause| wasthevillage
headman. That wasthemainreason. When| arrived at their place, they asked my
name. My namewasalready written downintheir listintheir books. Thenthey
immediately put meintheholeand didn’t dlow meto say aword. After they put me
inthe hole, the Burmese called the young man who workstogether with meand
interrogated himtoo. Then they took me out of the hole and questioned me more.
They put meintheholeagainfor another half day and then interrogated meagain.
They interrogated methreetimeseach day. They asked so many questionson so
many thingsthat | cannot tell you al of it. They questioned meabout gunsand about
Karensoldiers. “Wheredidthe soldiersescapeto?’ and “Wheredid they hidetheir
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guns?’ Andsoon, andsoforth. I didn’t know anything. | didn’t seeanything. So
| couldn’t tell anything. But they interrogated meuntil | couldn’t answer anymore.
When | felt very tired they would let merest for awhile, and then assoon as| wasa
little better they interrogated meagain. They frightened me. They cocked their pistol
to shoot me. Duringthefirst eight daysthey didn’t torture me, but onthelast day
they did.

Onthe 9th day, they started torturing me. They kicked me with their boots and
punched me. My chinwashurt. They punched my chintwiceand| fell unconscious.
Then peoplecametolift meup and the Burmeseput mein 'Y ---'shouse. That house
wasinsdethe Army camp fences. After ninedays, they released me.

SLORC Divison44 arrested me. Division 44 dso arrested other peoplewho were
tortured morethan me. Altogether 12 peoplewerearrested. Thefirst timethey
arrested six and later six more. Thosewho worked together with mewere beaten
morethan meand weredetained longer than me. The Burmesetied them up, punched
them, kicked them and put theminthehole. | couldn’t seeall of them becausewe
were kept separately. They arrested us at the sametime but they separated us at
once. Intheeveningthey put ustogether. Inthedaytimethey separated us. Divison
22 camein, they asked thevillage el dersabout meand thenthey started interrogating
meagain. They didn’t do anythingto me. | just explained to them that when they
launched military operationslikethis, the Karen soldierssplit and movein separate
groups, so obvioudy they wouldn't tell mewherethey stay and | don’t know where.
Thenwhen LIB. 549 came, | dared not face them becausethey awaysbeat people
they meet ontheroad or see ploughing their fields.

| don’t know the current situation, but before | came herethey used to do likewhat

| haverelated. Wedidn't havetimetowork inthefields, and they ordered usto go
and carry thingsfor them. If they saw uswhenwewere ploughing or if they saw us
ontheroad, they called usand beat us. Thereforewe could not work in our fields
anymore and we came here. We always had to be going asporters. Now thereis
more oppression but | can’t explain everything. They took away alot of chickens,
pigs, cattle, coconuts, etc. and they took somericefrom somevillagersbut not from
others.

Many villagesaround my villagewere also forced to moveaswell. | heard that the
Burmese ordered villagesto move, like Kwih Gyi Kloh. Around xxxx, thesmall
villagesand the villageswhere many had fled and few peoplewereleft al had to
movetothebigvillages. ToMeh TaKrehvillageandto KaKyar village, | heard. |
heard that the soldiersjust came and gavetheorder. They wenttothevillagecalled
xxxX. They had problemson theway because of thefloodsand theriversand they
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had small children. Some men came hereto check the place and then went back to
bring their families, but because of therainsthey haven't arrived yet.

We stay here and we arewaiting to see how the situation will evolve. If wecan Stay,
wewill. If wehaveto move, wewill moveagaintoxxxx. | don'tfed very safehere
but it isbetter than there. Aslongasweare staying away fromthe SLORC, wehave
lesstoworry.

Interview 92: HRV: Livelihood, Forced L abor

Name: Saw Ler Muh

Sx: Made

Age 45

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd satus: Married with saven children

Address: xxxx village, Waw Raw township, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw Ler Muhisachurch eder fromavillage near the Thanbyuzayat - Three Pagodas
Passroad. Hehad tofleeafter SLORC troops ordered himto find gunsfor them.]

| left my villageon July 15, 1997. It took meoneday to get here. When | wasliving
inxxxx, they came and asked for chickens. Then they went into the housesand
searched everything. They didn’t get anything. They left and then another group
came. They found two bulletsin my kitchen. | think that thefirst group who cameto
my house | eft those two bullets behind purposely and told the second group how to
find them so they could accuse me. Karen never usethat kind of bullets, they were
G3bullets. [The G3 assault rifleisused by SLORC troops but almost never by
Karen forces, who prefer M16 and AK47 assault rifles.] “Arethese M16 gun
bullets?’ they asked. | told them, “No, they are G3 bullets!” and | went insidethe
house and took agun to show them. | had ahunting gun. They saidto me, “You
havetolook for thisgununtil wegetit.” They gavemeadeadline, threedays, tofind
thegun. | couldn’tfindthegunand | fled. That wasthereasonwhy | Ieft. Firstthey
ordered meto find the gun which the bulletscamefrom. Thenwithintwo or three
daysthey demanded that thewhol evillagefind them onegun. Thevillagerscould not
find agun and had to givethem 2,000 kyats. Then later again they asked for two
gunsand sincethevillagers could not find them, the Burmese soldierswent to the
ThaMay riverside and arrested the headman there. Hisnameisxxxx and they took
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him back withthem. xxxx isan old man and heisfriendly with the Burmeseleaders.
Theleadersfrom Seik Gyi gavehim aspecia pass. Whenthe Burmesesoldierswho
arrested him saw that pass, they couldn’t do anything to him so they let himfree.
ThentheBurmeseleft thevillage. Assoon asthey | eft, thefamiliesa soleft thevillage
at once and cameto thisarea.

Inthe past, therewas no onein xxxx and then the Burmese forced peopleto move
there. After the peoplewent to stay there, the Karen soldiersdid not comeanymore.
Beforewewere staying at the mouth of the stream and dong the ThaMay river, then
the Burmese forced the people to go and stay near the main road. Xxxx isvery
spread out, divided into three parts, Altogether thereare 60 housesand my area, the
middle section, has 30 houses. But now the Burmese come often and ask the people
for guns, so thevillagersare now all scattered here and there. | don’t know how
many housesareleft but in the upper sideno morefamiliesremain. Therearetill
someleftinthe part of thevillagewherel stayed.

They stay inthevillage and they ask for porters, shoot the cattle and the pigs, and
steal our chickens. They wait along theroad for the cattletraders, they demand one
cow fromthemand thenlet them go. They don't bring their rations, instead they ask
ricefromthevillagersand thevillagershaveto feed them.

| was not aporter but | had to give money - each month 200 kyatsfor porter fees,
and twiceamonth we haveto give other feesaswell. Thenfor the Captain who
came and stayed there, we had to give 10,000 kyats. | don’t know why, maybefor
thesoldiers sdaries. Thisisfor LIB. 202, LIB. 355, and Divison44. Theheadman
said that if each house gives 200 kyats, he will find people to hire [to meet the
demandsfor porters]. We gavethe money to the headman, and the headman gave
themoney tothe Captain. Theofficer who staysinour villageisnot the commander.
The commander staysin Lay Noh [called Taung Zone by the Burmese, along the
Thanbyuzayat - Three Pagodas Passroad]. He asked for the money so we had to
giveit. They movearound that area, and porters haveto go with them and carry
their thingsand ammunitionintherain. Intherainy season theroad iswashed out
and truckscan only comeup to Anand Gwin. Itishalf aday’swalk between Taung
Zoneand xxxx [hisvillage].

Interview 93: HRV: Torture, Forced L abor

Name Saw Kler Eh
Sex: Mae
Age 25
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Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status. Married withtwo children

Address: xxxx village, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: August 1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw Kler Eh’sbrother, who was present at theinterview, was beaten by SLORC
troops even though heisdeaf and mute and must communicatein asign language
uniqueto hisfamily. Saw Kler Eh himself was once aKaren soldier so hewas
accused of possessing guns. Both brothershad tofleethevillage]

| arrived here during the last week of July, 1997, about onemonth ago. | dared not
stay inxxxx. | usedtobeaKarensoldier. | Ieft thearmy already, but the Burmese
accused meof having guns. They told metofindthem. | knewthat if I couldn’t they
would start to harm me.

Onemonth ago, my elder brother was staying in ahut and the Burmese camethere.
He cannot speak [heisdeaf and mute]. They ordered him to comedown fromthe
hut and hit him twicewith aknife on hishead and took hisclothesand money. He
did not come with me because hethought that hewould stay and do thefarm work.
But after that, he dared not stay and work on thefarm anymore.

The SLORC soldiersa so mademany problemsinthevillage. They askedfor porters,
and if they could catch any animalsthey atethem. They awaysasked for porters.
When | came herethey were asking for seven porters. Even after thevillagershad
already gone[for ashift asporters], they comeand catch more people ploughingin
thefields. After | left, | heard that now they are demanding up to 20 porters. We
haveto go by turn. If they need you for aweek, you haveto gofor aweek. If they
go somewhere, the portershaveto go withthem. If they stay, you haveto stay with
them. If your timeisup, you must bereplaced. They change portersevery week.
Some peoplewho have carried their things have been badly tortured. Someof them
have had to climb high mountainsand couldn’t do it anymore so they were beaten.
When they came back the skin of their backswas damaged and raw. | know some
of them but they haven’t comehereyet. Beforel |eft, among the porterswho came
back tothevillage, two of them had had the skin of their back ripped off until it was
completely raw, and another one had been brutally beaten.

Over 20familieshaveleft our villageup to now. Beforewe had 50 or 60 households.
Itisnot easy to leave because we haveto passthrough the Burmese. Wehad to go
secretly without them seeing, because they would never alow usto come here.
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WEe renot safe hereether, but it isbetter thaninour village.

Interview 94: HRV: Torture, Child, Livelihood

Name: Saw NeeTh'Blay

S Made

Age 57

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd satus: Marriedwith six children

Address: xxxx village, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: August, 1997

Source: KHRG

[Saw Nee Th’ Blay wasachurch elder in hisvillage but had to flee after SLORC
occupied theareaand began abusing thevillagers.]

| arrived at the Thal border about three monthsago. Wedared not stay inour village
because the SLORC oppressed us. They didn’'t oppress me much. But they
oppressed my children [hischurch congregation] somuch, | felt asthoughthey were
oppressing me. They put somein holes, beat some and punished some. Somewere
bleeding so much that we dared not evenlook at them. Thereforel left with my
wholefamily.

They beat and kicked and punched, they did so many things. Many peoplewere
torturedinmy village. Notonly inmy village, inevery village. TheBurmesedemanded
guns. Eventhough you don’t haveany guns, they say you have.

Morethan twenty villagersweretortured by the SLORC soldiersinmy village. In
my [extended] family, they tortured about ten of us. My nephewsand nieces, my
grandchildren, etc. They had to suffer mostly inthe sameway. If they put one
person inthe holefor three hours, then they did the sameto everyone. They put
themin, take them out to demand guns, then put them back in again, out and in
again... al thetime. Thetroopsthat tortured thevillagerswerefrom#44 Division.
When onegroup | eft, another group came and them another. Andthey oppressed us
moreand more. | couldn’t stay thereanymore and face | these problems.

TheSLORC soldierscameoftentoour village, going around and checking everywhere.
But sincethey camein April they’ vealwaysstayed inthevillage. Now they stay in
every village. Inmy village, 200 soldierscameto stay. Intheother villages, about
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100, 200 or 300 soldiers. They stayed until therainy season and then left. Now
therearefewer inthevillage.

They stayedinthevillagers houses. They took everything. | don’'tevenwant totalk
about it. They arrived and took our ricewithout even asking. They a so took our
prawn pasteand ateit. They did not givemoney for what they took from our village.

Therewere 70 housesin my village. Now | am not sure how many areleft. You
should ask peoplewho cameout later thanme. My friend |eft three weeksago and
only 50 householdsremained, hesaid. And | am not surewhether they aregoing to
stay inthevillage or not because everyonewantsto leave.

Interview 95: HRV: Forced Labor, Women, Prison Labor,
Arrest

Name: Tategay

Sx: Made

Age 23yearsold
Ethniaty: Karen, farmer
Rdigion: Chridian
Education: Fourth standard
Dateof Interview: September, 1997
Source: HRDU

| escaped from porterage and arrived back home. | did not stay at home. Assoon
as| got back, | brought my 8-year-old nephew who was staying with mein my
home. | decided to fleebecausel could no longer work for theforced labor inthe
region. Theauthority hasconscripted civiliansin Phasaung township and Mawchee
township, Karenni State. | had been forced to do forced labor in the renovation
project of the old motor road between Baw Gali and Mawchee.

In addition to theforced labor, people had to provide the portersfor the military
column from LIB 429. It is stationed at the Buko and Kyawkhee camps and
demanded thevillagersfrom Bolopa, Kaw Thu Tee, YwaTee Do, TanaL o, Y wape
and other villagesin Phasaung township to provide 15 portersfrom each village.
These people had to work three daysaweek and each timelasted three days. Most
were ordered to carry two iron-tins of rice. 1f people did not want to go, 2,000
kyatswasrequired asfine. Many women also had to work asforced porters.

When | wasworking for porterage, therewerefivewomeninthegroup of 15 people
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frommy village. | only remembered two names. They were Bwe Dosay, 25-year-
old and Se Saymo, 30-year-old. | could not remember therest. All weremarried
womenwith children. Therewereanother 15 portersfrom other villages.

No money waspaidfor service. Two mea swere given with unassisted one plate of
riceand small pieceof fish-paste. It wasnot enoughfor us.

| found about 100 prisonerswiththemilitary columnweserved. They werefrom
porter battalion. Some attempted to escape during their timein porterage. | saw
three prisoners were shot dead because they attempted to run away. Soldiers
threatened us not to run away and wewould bekilled if recaptured or because of
landminesplanted dongtheroute. | did not know who planted thelandmines.

| escaped from porterage on December 15, 1996. | could no longer bear the big
burden for thisregular forced porterage. | could not go three daysevery week for
thishardwork. Not enough food and medical care. Thework wasalso very hard
andtiresome. | washit with gunbuttsby themilitary officer when | could not continue
towalk during my porter service. | still suffer paininmy chest. | cannot breathe
well. Itispainful when | cough.

Portering and forced labor isvery commoninmy region. We had to go any time.
Every household in my village had to clear their quotaspace along the Baw Gali-
Mawchee motor road. It wasabsolutely by force. Villagerscould not go back to
thevillageevery day sothey built temporary sheltersaong themotor road and worked
until it wasfinished. Altogether 200 civiliansworked for thisroad. | saw some
prisoners in some construction site. The troops from LIB. 429 monitored the
construction and laborers. If the people could not finish their quota, fine was
demanded. They aresubjectto arrest if they failed to givefine. Many peoplegot
arrested inthisway and many aso fled to Thai-Burmaborder. Thewholefamily
fled.

Interview 96: HRV: Child, Forced Labor

Name: Kyaw Ohn

S Made

Age 15yearsold

Ethniaty: Arakanese

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Address: Pyin Shinvillage, Kyaukpyi township, Arankan State
PrivatelD: Kapa/952698
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Dateof interview: September 1997
Placeof interview: Thai-Burmaborder near Mae Sariang
Source: HRDU

| had a problem with my mother and |
joined the army. | registered at the
Kyaukpyi, anew recruit center, and they
took meto Mingladon New Recruitment
Center. | wasonly 11 yearsold when |
joined the army in February 1992. No
problem for my young age. Somewere
younger thanme. They wereonly 9or 10
yearsold. | learnt later that they were
forcibly conscripted. Their parentswere
paid 3,000 kyats for their son. All are
Arankanese from Myauk-U in Arakan
State. Therewerethree 8-year-old boys,
three 9-year-old boys, two 10-year-old
boysinmy trainingintake. Many of them
were punished and beaten because they
werenot strong enough to carry theguns.
Not only them, other recruitsintheir group
werea so punished. | spent three months
inthenew recruitment center beforel went
totrainingin No.(9) Training School in
Thaton, Mon State. We were paid five
kyats per day for working at the fishing
pondsfor thefund raising project at the
center.

InJanuary 1993, | wassent to No. (9) training school in Thaton, Mon State. During
thetraining, | received 450 kyats per month. Many feeswere deducted from my
salary. | can't remember al the names of feesdeducted. Thetraining took five
monthsthen | was assigned to Division 11, Thaton. In September 1993, | was
transferredto LIB. 434 in Papun. | received 500 kyatsonly eight monthsafter the
training. Similarly, many feesweretaken from my salary such aseducation feesfor
the childreninbasesand social fees.

| spent most of thetimeat bases by building thefenceand digging thetrenches. My
first experienceat thefrontlinewasin May 1994. When the shooting took placefor
thefirsttimefor me, | wasreally scared. | forgot to openfire. Two soldierswere
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killed and one officer waswounded. Therewere many young soldiersasyoung as
12-13yearsold. They cried when they could not climb the high mountains. Other
soldiershel ped them carry their equipment. Every timewewent tothefront line, the
column conscripted at |east 60 porters. Sometimes, therewerewomen porters. At
onetime, the columnforcibly conscripted one person from each householdin Papun.
Whenthema eswerenot avail able, the column took women. At that time, wefound
femaehigh school teachersand abank clerk. Thefemaleportersalso had the same
work asthemale porter. At night therewereforced to deep withthe officers.

In September, 1997, my group was assigned to Kyauk Nyunt camp. Therewere
four soldiers from DKBA led by Captain Hla Tun who were working logging
concession. Our group wasabout 60 soldiersand led by Captain Aung Kyaw Lin.
He threatened methat | would be killed for an unknown reason. | wastold by
Sergeant Myint Than. | wasso scared that | asked the DKBA |eader about the
other armed groups. He said the KNU would kill meif | joinwith them. But the
studentswould not kill an army defector. Finally, | decided to fleefrom the camp
when | was ordered to bring rice from Kyauk Nyunt camp to Payagone with my
friend Myint Aung and others. It wasNovember 7,1997. | carried hisgunand mine
whilehecarried therice. When otherswerefar ahead of me, | ran away with two
guns. | could not carry thetwo gunsfor longtime, so left one. | spent two dayson
theway. | did not know theway, but | ran and ran. Thetroopsalso came after me.
About 30 soldiersincluding DKBA leader Captain HlaTun. When | wasin hiding,
thetroops passed by. | met agroup of studentsafter two days.

Interview 97: HRV: Arrest, Torture, Forced Labor, Killing

Name KoMyint Aung

Sex: Mde

Age 39yearsold

Marita status. Married with threechildren

Address: Loikaw, Karenni State

Occupation: Merchant, grocery shop owner

Dateof interview: October 10, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp near MaeHong Son
Source: HRDU

On August 8, 1996, police came and searched my house. They said they would
search my housefor drugs. | asked them to show thewarrant for the search, but
their reply wasthat awarrant was not required. | told them that | wasnot involved
inthedrug trafficking business but they ignored me. They went into my bed room
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and later claimed that they found oneinch
of opiuminmy room. They later arrested
and took meto the police station. | was
innocent and | wasnot involvedinthe
drug business. It wasmerely their plot to
arrest me. They aso arrested my wife.

At the police station, both of us were
interrogated and tortured thewholenight.
They forced us to admit that we were
involvedindrugtrafficking. Whenwedid
notadmit, themilitary intelligence personndl
kicked and punched usal over our bodies.
They dropped the burning wax from the
candle on my face. They aso dropped
water over my head. They interrogated
me for three days. But they asked the
guestionregarding drug only onthefirst
day and on thelater two days, they only asked about my father-in-law, U Saw U
Rel, elected MP from the Prusoetownship, Karenni State. They asked who came
to meet him, who the contactswere and who wasworking for the Karenni National
ProgressParty. | really did not know, sol said | did not know. They did not believe
what | said and said that | waslying. They kept torturing me. After | admitted that
| wasinvolved, because| could nolonger bear that inhumanetreatment, they stopped
torturing me. Wewerekept inthe police station for some daysand sent to the State
court and charged with drug trafficking. It wasafalse chargefor me becausethe
Military Intelligence only wanted to arrest my wife, the daughter of U Saw U Rel,
whoisdoingtimefor hispolitica activities.

| was sentenced to nine yearsimprisonment and my wifewas sentenced to 12 years
by thejudgenamed U Tin Maung Lwin.

| wassent to Loikaw prison. Thelifeinthe prisonwasnot easy. Prisonerswerenot
provided withenoughfood. A littleamount of ricewasgivento prisoners. All of us
had to work hard work every day. We had to crush stone at thework sitefor the
military barracks. We were ordered to make fencesfor the military compound,
digging the sanitary holesand working at thefarms. One could avoid hard work by
givingbribes.

Meat wasserved onceinaweek. Thesizeof themeat wereceived wasonly thesize
of wofingers. Wedid not get enoughrice. Wedid not dareto ask for more. When
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prisonerswere sick, the prison authorities did not provide them with medicines.
Only whenaprisoner wasserioudy sick, herecelved somemedica trestment. Mostly,
theauthoritiesgaveinjectiontotheserioudy sick prisoners. Many sick prisonersdid
not want to get shot, because the needles and instrumentsin the prison hospitals
werenot clean. Only prisonerswho could afford to pay bribeto the prison authorities
could get proper treatment. Some gave 5,000-10,000 kyatsto the prison authorities
for proper trestment. Some prisonersdied for lack of proper medical treatmentin
the prison. | witnessed the death of U Maung Than from Oaktwin township and
Kyaw Kyaw Win, adeserter from L1B 54.

Therewasalarge number of prisoners serving prison termfor desertion fromthe
army. They wererecaptured and sentenced to prison. Therewere approximately
two hundred army desertersout of three hundred prisonersin prison. Many of them
revealed their feging about thearmy. They saidthey werereally fed upwithwhat's
goingoninthearmy. They aso said therewere many morewishing to escapefrom
thearmy. | met somearmy desertersincluding Captain Win Htut from L1B. 530,
officer-Clerk Captain Saw AyeKyaw, private Thihaand Private Nyunt Thwin. There
were many other peoplewhose names| did not know.

| a'so met around 50 political prisonersin Loikaw prison. AmongthemwereareU
Saw U Rel (my father-in-law), Lawyer U Wai Lin and many others. Somewere
sentenced for alegedly having contact with the KNPPforces. AmongthemwereU
Aung Than Phaw, U Htar Yuh, Saw Adaw, U Thein, Toe Rehand MeeReh, all for
alegedly having contact withthe KNPP,

Only prisonerswith lessthan fiveyearsimprisonment used to go for porterageinthe
past. They weretaken to porter battalion and then sent to thefrontline. Duetothe
death of agreat number of portersinthe previous years, the authorities sent the
prisonerswith more than five yearsimprisonment to the porter battalion.

I had been aprisoner porter when | wasin prison. Inmy first time, July 22, 1997, |
was sent to Hway Pon Lonwith aLIB. 54 column. There were more than 100
prisonersfrom Loikaw prison, but when they arrived back to the prison, therewere
only half left. Someweresick and killed during their service and some escaped.
Many of themwerekilled by thetroopswhen they wererecaptured. | knew Kyaw
Moe Lwin, a30-year- old man from Mawchee, who died of sickness. Hewasa
prisoner like mefrom Loikaw prison. Another prisoner, U Kyaw Soe, about 50
yearsold, wassick on theway and hewaskicked down off from the cliff.

My second timewasat the end of September 1997 with LIB. 247. We hadto carry
heavy ammunition and bags of the soldiers. |, myself, had to carry the bags of
Captain Sein Win. Many werekilled thistime, too. | saw Maung Kyaw Oo, al2-
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year-old boy from Mawchee, who was beaten to death by Corporal Ngwe Soe
because he was no longer ableto carry on. Hewas beaten to death at Nam Pon
river near theBaw LaKenew village.

Interview 98: HRV: Arrest, Torture, Forced Labor, Prison
Labor, Child, Killing

Name KoThaungTin

Sx: Made

Age 37yearsold

Marital status Married with two children

Address Chaung NaThuvillage, Oakpho township, Pegu Division
Occupation Farmer

Dateof interview: October 10, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp near MaeHong Son

Source: HRDU

| was arrested on August 16, 1990 for
cultivating marijuana. Many peopleinmy
villagecultivatemarijuanainther farm, but
| wassingled out because | had aquarrel
withthechairman of thevillageLORC. He
informed the policeand the policearrested
us. | was sentenced to seven years in
prison.

First | was sent to Tharawaddy prison.
There were many mistreatmentsin the
prison. Assoon asyou entered the prison,
the beating began. Prisonerswereordered
todohardwork. | spent avery short time
in Thayawaddy prison. | was sent to
Mingun prison camp near Phaunggyi, assigned for the construction of Rangoon-
Mandaay Highway project. | worked for two months, carrying and crushing rock
for theproject. Then | wastransferred to Loikaw prison.

Therewereover 800 prisonersin Loikaw prisonwhen first arrived. A small number
was sentenced for criminal cases, but most were sentenced for political reasonsor
for alegedly having communication with the Karenni ethnicarmed forces. | saw a
large number of army desertersin prison. They wererecaptured and sentenced for
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attempt to desert thearmy. They weregiventwo choices, oneisto gotothemilitary
court and back to thearmy after serving short term imprisonment; secondisto goto
the civilian court and serve long prison term. Those who have served longer
imprisonment in civilian prison do not need to go back to thearmy again. Many
choseto gotothecivilian court and serveinthe prison for thecivilians. That was
becausethey did not want to go to themilitary court and returnto serveinthearmy.

Food in prison wasnot enough. Peoplefrom Loikaw wereableto ask their families
to supply food from outside. Most of the prisonerslike mefrom other far places, did
not have achanceto get thefood from outside. Eventhosewho comeand givefood
totheir family membersin prison had to pay money (bribe) to the prison authorities.
If you are ableto give money to the prison authorities, you can avoid work or you
canenjoy better lifein prison.

| haveworked asaporter twotimes. Thefirsttimewasin July 1997 with L1B 54.
Thiswasmy second timeand | went along with L1B. 247. Only personswho were
ableto give 5,000 kyats could avoid being aporter inthefrontline. | had no money,
so | wassent to do portering. | thought | would get achance to escape from prison
whilel wasworking asaporter outside rather than working hard in prison. | saw
many prisonersdieof exhaustionand lack of proper food in prison. However, some
prisonersdid not want to go to serve as porters because they thought it wasvery
risky and dangerous. Those, especially, who were about to finish their long prison
termsdid not want to go and takearisk. They had heard much about porterswho
werekilled by landmines, exhaustion, and sickness.

During my first portage, | saw Zaw Win Lwin, a19-year-old boy from Mawche,
beaten to deathin June, by acorporal from L1B 54. Another porter named Kyaw
Winand an unknown porter from Loikaw died of scknessin July. Than Shwe, a35-
year-old army deserter from LIB. 72 was beaten to death in Nam Pan river by
Corpora Ngwe Soe.

| was able to escape while | was being ordered to carry water from theriver in
Nwagone camp.

Interview 99: HRV: Forced Labor, Women, Killing

Name: AungWin
S Made

Age 28 yearsold
Ethniaty: Burmese
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Religion: Buddhigt
Marital status: Sngle
Address. Phut L ettovillage, Tavoy, Tenasserim Division

Dateof interview: October 13, 1997
Placeof interview: Ping village, Thom PhaPumdidtrict, Thailand
Source: HRDU

| arrived in Thailand on October 12, 1997. Thereasonis| was scared to go as
porter for themilitary.

There were over 30 housesin my Phut Letto village but now there are only ten
housesleft. Thepeoplein my village started to movefrom thevillage sincethe
beginning of the Ye-Tavoy railway construction. Peoplehadto gofor forced labor
andalsofor porterage severd times. They did not havetimefor thefamily and for
their living. That forced many familiesto movefromthenativevillageand seek jobs
inThailand.

| was arrested by the soldiersto serve as a porter on September 14, 1997. The
troop from 1B 80 rounded up my brother and me and took usto Wah Zone Chaung
villagewhich was one hour’swalk away. There were about 20 armed soldiers.
Whenwearrived at Wah Zone Chaung village, another six portersjoined us. The
soldiers ordered usto carry rice. The other six were ordered to carry bags and
ammunitions. Thecolumn | wasworking with wasmobilecolumnmohilizing around
the Phut L etto, Kyat Paung Chaung, Wah Zong Chaung villages. Thethingswehad
to carry werenot so heavy. But | did not likethiswork. | discussed with my brother
to run away when we had achance. After two days, on September 16, | ran away
whilel wasaway fromthetroopsto carry water from astream. My brother was|eft
behind with thetroop. | arrived back at thevillage onthesameday. | did not dare
tostay inthevillageso | took hiding inafarm outside. On September 18, | heard
that two women were gang-raped by the sol diers between the Wah Zong Chaung
village and Kyat Paung Chaung village. | did not know the exact story and who
committed therape. But | assumed that it must be the soldiersfrom the column|
worked with, because the columnwasthe only moving column operating inthisarea.
Both the women were released after therape, | heard. The column returned to
Phaungdaw village through my village. | wassurprisedtolearnthat therewasno
porter returning with them. | wasworried about my brother and went to Wah Zong
Chaung villageto collect the newsof my brother.

When | got there, my friendstold methat after therape of two women, the soldiers
killed al remaining seven portersincluding my brother on September 17. | did not
know thereason why they killed all the porters. | didn’t get any moreinformation
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about thekilling aswell asthe rape of two women. Thewomen were threatened
with death by the soldiersif they revealed the story to others. | did not dareto go
and look for the dead bodies of my brother and others because somebody told me
that thetroops planted landminethere.

My brother’snamewas Aye Win. Hewas 23 years-old and married with athree-
month-old baby. My father informed to the Phut L etto village LORC that hisson
wasmissing during the porterage. But nobody looked into thiscaseor investigated.

Interview 100: HRV: Arrest, Child, Forced Labor, Torture,
Killing

Name: Htun Hlaing (a) Shan Gyi

S Made

Age 20year-old

Ethniaty: Shan

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Address: North LawpitaShanvillage, Loikaw, Karenni State
Education: 7th standard

Dateof entry toarmy: October 10, 1996

Army ID no.: ta/70085

Battdion: IB. 25, Divison4, Officeof theDivison
Dateof desertion: November 13, 1997

Dateof interview: November 25, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp near MaeHong Son
Source: HRDU

| was asked to show my ID card at the Rangoon Railways Station. | failed to
produceit, sothey arrested and sent meto the Mingladon new recruitment center. |
was not the only person who faced that kind of fate. | saw many peopleasyoung as
13 yearsold at therecruitment center. | was sent there on October 8, 1996. The
officialstook ablood test of me on October 10, and | passed the blood test. Then
onthesameday, | hadtofill uptheformandforcibly jointhearmy. On October 12,
400 recruitsincluding mewere sent to Mergui by Hakhastreamer. Wearrived at
Mergui on October 15, and the authoritiestook usto Shwedu village where the
No.12 Divisona Central Recruitment Center waslocated.

The training began on October 21. Weall were given 450 kyats per month during
thefour-monthtraining. However, our salarieswere deducted for sationery, candle,
and many other formsof tax. After deducting al thefees, only 50 kyatswas|eft.

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma




HRDU 617

Thetraining finished on February 13, 1997. Thenext day, 50 recruitsincluding me
weresent to Tavoy. Wearrived on February 15 at Tavoy. 29 recruitsincluding me
wereassignedto IB. 25in Tavoy and 31 wereassigned tothelB 104 in Launglon.
After taking rest for three daysinthebattalion, al 29 recruitswere assigned to go
andjoin Division 4, operating around the Heinnu Chaung village. Wewerethere
about onemonth. The main duty was guarding the Taung Thonlone-Mettamotor-
road and Heinda-Taung Thonlonemotor-road. Then | wasassigned to theregion
around Gaung Say Chaung villagefor twenty days. InApril 1997, | waswith the
joint column of L1B. 224 and IB. 25 moving towards Thukha, near the Thai-Burma
border. Therewasno magjor battle because the KNU troops had withdrawn when
wereached there. After weoverranthe camp, troopsfrom LIB. 224 retreated and
our battalion wasto stationintheregion. | stayed thereuntil June1997. In June, our
battalion wasreplaced with L1B. 104 and weall returned to Tavoy. | had arest for
onemonth. InJuly, | wasassigned with othersfrom my battalion to Thukhacamp
againuntil | ran away fromthearmy.

During my timein Thukha, the duty wastaking guard at thetraderoute and checking
the peoplecrossing the border. An average of 30 people crosstheborder daily into
Thailand. Therewasan army check-point run by thetroopsfromthelB. 25. The
troops|evied 600 kyatsfrom the people going to Thailand and 100 Baht from the
peoplereturning to Burma. Peoplefrom Burmausually brought cattleand buffal oes
tosdl in Thailland. Thetroopslevied 100 Baht for each cattleor buffalo. They aso
brought other animalsfrom Burmato Thailand. They hadto pay ten per cent of their
profitto Col. Win Htein, commander of IB. 25.

Every week, thefollowing rationswere provided to each platoon (five soldiers)
under thecolumn 1 of thelB. 25in Thukha. They wererice- 15military tins, condense
milk-5tins, canned fish-1 can, small canned meat-2 cans, low quality bean-one
military tin, oil-2 1/2 tins, sdlt, fish paste, and 175 kyats. 1t wasnot enoughfor five
personsfor aweek, especially rice. We could not ask for more from the supply
section. We had to save as much aswe could.

Themonthly salary for aprivatewas 620 kyats. | receivedit from June, 1997. The
officia sdeducted thefollowing feesfromthesdary lifeinsurance-50 kyats, stationery
fee-5 kyats, social fund-5 kyats, other unknown fee-100 kyats. Total 210 kyats
wereregularly deducted fromthemonthly salary. | only receivedthesaary for June,
therest would be given whenwereturned tothebattalionin Tavoy, theofficidssaid.

Privateswere entitled to receive aloan of 10,000 kyatsfrom the battalion. They
could only receiveonetime. From the 10,000 kyatsloan, 5,000 kyatswas deducted
for thebattaioninvestmentinfishingindustry. Only 5,000kyatsarrivedtotheprivate.
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From theinvestment, aprivate received 200 kyats monthly as profits. However,
private who received theloan had to pay back 450 kyatsfrom hismonthly salary.
So, only about 100-150 kyatswas|eft in his hands every month.

A private received only oneuniform given at the closing ceremony of training. No
morewasprovided. Thefollowing supplieswere provided by thetraining school:
oneuniform, onemilitary bag, onerough blanket, one smooth blanket, one mosquito
net, onebig military towel, onesmall military towel, apair of jungle boots, apair of
parade boots, one military cap, onejungle cap, one belt, onewater canteen, one
equipment, one spoon, one cap pin, and one collar pin. When the boots provided
by the school are no longer usable, a private hasto buy the jungle bootsfor 380
kyats and one pair of slippersfor 300 kyats. Similarly, when the uniformisno
longer usable, we haveto make anew oneourselves. It costs1,000-1,500 kyats.

Accordingtotheorder inthemilitary, only medicinesproduced by the State must be
giventothesoldiersinthearmy. However, in my battalion, China-mademedicines
arewidely used. Inthefront line, many soldiersdied becausethey weretreated only
with the cheap and in-effective China-made medicine. Theofficiasdid not care
whenthesoldiersgot sick. Eventhesoldierswhowereserioudy ill werenot sent to
the hospital for thetreatment.

Privatesare subjected to maltreatment by the superior. Wehaveto bear their beating
and scolding. Onething wehaveto haveinour mindsis*“Obey theorder.” Noone
dareto say against theorder. If wesay anything againgt, the officialswill kill us.
Whenweenter avillage, we haveto find food for the superior. Wetakethe chickens,
ducksand other animalsfor our officials. Wearrest peoplefor porterageasweare
ordered. Local people hate us so much, but they also do not dareto say anything
againg thearmy.

My battalion spent most of thetimeinthefront line office, very littletimefor the
operation. Whileweweretaking rest in Mettain June, | wasassigned to takethe
wounded soldiersfromthefront lineat Ai-wai village. Onemy way back, troops
fromDivison66and LIB. 17 camealongwithus. Ko Myint Cho, a35-year-old
villager from Taung Thonlonevillagewas so sick that he could no longer carry the
wounded soldier on hisback. Hefell down ontheground and could not move. The
captainand soldiersfrom LIB. 17 beat him and he died immediately from brutal
beating. No compensationwasgivento hisfamily.

Thismistreatment forced meto run away fromthearmy. | did not jointhearmy on
my ownwill, but conscripted. Sofinaly, | decided to runaway.
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Interview 101: HRV: Arrest, Forced Labor, Prison Labor

Name: Sa TinMyint (&) TinMoe

Age 19yearsold

Education: 7th standard

Ethniaty: Burmese/ Buddhist

Address: Kyatsakan village, Thas township
Occupation: Odd job

Dateof Interview: December 18, 1997

Source: HRDU

| was an ex-soldier from Artillery Division (4). | was sentenced to one year
imprisonment for quarrelling with my officer on December 13,1995. | wasin Loikaw
prison for eleven months. On November 11, 1996 | was sent to MaHtaw Khu
labor camp and spent onemore month. | wasreleased on December 12, 1996 from
prison. After therelease, | stayed with my friendsin Bamagone quarter, Loilinand
wasworking at odd jobs. | wenttovisit Loikaw in October 1997. | went to Khitthit
video hall in Dawtamaquarter in Loikaw. SoldiersfromIB. 261 rounded up the
civilianswho werewatching thevideo. It wasin the second week of October.

22 civiliansand 18 prison laborersfrom porter battalion weretaken along with the
military column of IB. 261 led by deputy commander Kyaw Naing. Therewere
about 200 soldiersin the column. Wewandered around Sin Thaung area.

| have had different experiencesas prisoner, soldier and porter. | have experienced
many formsof suffering and abusesinmy life. Themost unforgettablething was,
when | wasinmy last porterage. SoldiersfromIB. 261 column destroyed all the
Kayah'straditiond monuments, marks, houses, religioushbuilding and everything they
found. | saw the soldiersdraw moustache onthe picture of Jesus Christ at Dawlakhe
village. Theofficer inthe column also told the soldiersto destroy everything. He
said because of these things, the Kayah armed groups managed to survive. He
ordered hissoldiersto destroy everything to eliminate the armed oppositioninthe
region.

Themilitary planted alot of landminesintheregion. | saw many noticesof landmines
around Pon River and Tatamaw camp. They aso planted many landminesaround dl
themilitary basesin Kauk Kauk area.

| saw someKarenni breskaway soldiersa ongwiththe SLORC soldiersinthecolumn.
They jointly operated with the SLORC soldiers. | think therewere about 35 soldiers
from Karenni breakaway group inmy column. They did not physicaly involvein
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destroying therdigioushbuildings, but they did not say anythingtothe SLORC soldiers.

After alongtimeof carrying heavy things, | wassotired and could nolonger carry on
withtheduty. They beat meupwhen | could not carry on. They did not give enough
ricetous. They only gaveamilitary box of ricefor every six porters. We could only
takerest when they allowed ustotakerest. We had to carry 60 mm rockets. We
could not drink water without their permission, even when wewere crossing the
river. They did not likebeing asked for water from their water containers. | fainted
severd timesbecausel did not receive enough food or rest. Whenever | fell down,
thesoldier kicked mewith military bootsall over my body.

| wasawayslooking for an opportunity to escape. When | felt safeand thought it
was a good time for escaping, | hit the soldier near me with rockets that | was
carryingand ranaway. Finaly | arrived at theareawhere | am staying now.

When| wasinprison, | saw many peopleput in prison for alegedly having connection
with KNPPforces. | think at least 40 were arrested and sentenced for thischarge.
| heard that Saw U Reh was put in a separate room and he was not given any
medical attention. The namesof personsfor thischargewere: U Thein, Toe Reh,
Taw Reh, fromMai Long, U Saw, U Reh, Ko Baw Reh, Sai WannaHtun, hisfather
from Loikaw, Ko NeWin, Win Pe, All Reh, Lee Reh, U Sal Pa, Thakin, Buu Ree,
Saw Aung Khant, U Htar Yu, Sisto, Khun Tin Aye, Saw Palu Htoo, hiswife, from
Demawsoe, Baw Reh, U Soe Reh, from Lawpita, U Lee Reh, Kyaw Kyaw, from
Bawlakhe, U Aung Than Phaw from Min Suu, Kuu Rehfrom Daw Nuku, U Kaung,
ZinMin Thein, from Daw Ouku, U Sanna, U Ainda, U Nanda, U Aik Khan, Wan
Hla, from Kyaukkhe, Thayefrom Daw Tama, Saw Tuu Saw, an unknown woman
teacher and Than Tinfrom Naungyeh.

Interview 102: HRV: Prison Labor, Forced Labor, Killing

Name HlaMyo (a) Hiwan Wai

Sex: Mde

Address: Kywe Tonevillage, Maubin township, I rrawaddy
Education: Third standard

Dateof Interview: December 18, 1997

Source: HRDU

| wasan ex-soldier. | finished my basic military trainingandwasassgnedtoLIB 119
based in Kaay on February 20, 1994. Whilel wasserving there, | got aletter from
my family saying that my mother was serioudly ill in February, 1997. | asked for
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leave but wasnot given. So decided to go back to my homeonmy own. | stayed
two monthsat my homeand when | returned to my base| was detained for aweek
at thequarter inthebase. | waslater sentenced to oneyear imprisonment by military
courtin my baseon April 29, 1997.

| wastaken to Mandalay prison and then to Meikhtilaafter oneweek. | only spent
two daysin Meikhtilaand then taken to MaHtaw Ku porter battalion on May 9,
1997. Thisbattalion of prisonerswas kept standby for porterage. We knew the
hardship and danger of being porter, but | hoped wewould have achanceto escape
during porterage. Thesituationin prisonwasa so so bad that wethought it would be
better staying inthe porter battalion.

Therewere about 80 military desertersout of 400 prisonersin MaHtaw Ku porter
battalion. After oneweek of arrival, | wasassigned to go to porter with L1B 427.
After that | hadto gowith LIB 530in July 1997, with L1B.430 in the last week of
July, andwith 1B.102 on October 8, 1997. Prisonersfrom the porter battalion were
constantly transferred from one battalion to another. | escaped whilel wasportering
withLIB. 424.

In my first timegoing porter with L1B.427 in May, therewere about 150 soldiers
withtwo 81 mm launchersand many 60 mm rocket launchers. They brought alot of
food for themsalvesand seven mules. Wewere 40 portersincluding ourselvesfrom
porter battalionsaswell asother civilians. | saw somecivilian porterswho were
about 50-60 yearsold. The columnmobilized around Kauk Kauk region. Many
got sick with malaria because of heavy duty assignment and hard weather. No
medical assistancewasgiven. Some were beaten to death when they could not
manageto carry theloads. | saw MoeWal, 24 yearsold from Lumevillage, Kyaukse
township and Myo Hlaing, 25-year-old army deserter were beaten to death by the
soldiers between Kauk Kuak and Hway Oun, with my own sight.

| spent one month and fivedaysworking porter with LIB. 427. After onemonthin
thebattalion | hadto gofor portering againwith LIB. 530. Thistime, therewere 70
soldiersfrom L1B. 530 and 35 prisonersfrom the porter battaion. Thistimewasto
replacethetroop from LIB. 430 in Kauk Kauk. We arrived at Kauk Kuak after
threedays travelling. All 35 porterswere kept in abanker with alog roof. We
were not allowed to get out from the overhead exit except going to thetoilet. If we
want to gotothetoilet, our handsweretied behind and escorted by the soldiers. We
had our mealsinthe bunker. We had to stay likethat for ten dayswithout taking a
bath.

Whenthetroopsfrom L1B. 430 returned to their base, we weretaken out fromthe
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bunker and brought back. Many of us could not walk well, because wewere kept
inthe bunker for ten dayswithout enough movement. Wewalked dternatively with
thesoldiers. Thesoldiersbeat usall theway.

| arrived at Bawlakhe, base of the LIB. 430, inthelast week of June. Wewere not
sent back to MaHtaw Khu porter battalion, instead, wewerekept inthejail inside
thebattalion. After aweek, fifteen prisonersincluding meweretakento Daw Tamagyi
areawith military column (2) and the rest were sent to Shan-Karenni areawith
column(1).

During my porterage, | saw many villagesbetween Saween and Pon River that were
destroyed by themilitary column. All farmsand houseswere burnt down by the
troops. Three prison laborers managed to escape whilethey were portering with
L1B. 430. For their escape, therest 12 prisonersincluding meweretied up and | eft
intheheavy rain. Whilewewere being tied, the soldiers conscripted other villagers
and ordered themto carry theloads. Thevillagerswereorderedto carry theloads
at thefront and the soldiers pointed their gunsat them from behind. Weweretaken
back to the basein Bawlakee around the second week of September.

| spent only oneday at thebase. Onthenext day, weall weretaken by theB. 102.
Therewere 30 prison porterstaken along with thetwo divisonsof soldiersfromIB.
102. Wewent to Daw Mumar camp and wewere ordered to sharpen the bamboo,
dig thetrenches, cut thelogsand build theoverhead. Later, soldiersfrom LIB. 424
arrived at thecamp. They werebuilding the basesaround thearea. They built one
basefor LIB. 428 and other basesfor L1B. 424 and 423 on the strategic hillsinthe
area. | saw that some other porterswere extremely weak.

When | got achance, | ranaway with Ko KhinMaung Saw. | got lostinthejungle

and had nothing to eat for fivedays. Thenwe met one Karenni hunter and he hel ped
ustofindtheway.

Interview 103: HRV: Prison Labor, Forced L abor

Name Chit San

S Made

Age 23yearsold

Address Bassein West township, Ngaputaw village
Ethnicity Karen/ Buddhist

Seria No. 941071
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Rank Private

Batdion LIB. 405, Divison4, Group.2, Thayetchaung township,
TenasserimDivison

Source: HRDU

After both my parentsdied, the economic situation of my family wasbad. | decided
tojointhearmy after meeting with my friendinthearmy. Hehelped meto get tothe
Mingladon new recruitment center. | spent 18 daysthereand wassent to Training
Center No. 12in Mergui. After attending afour-monthtraining, | wasassigned at
LIB. 405.

Assoon as| arrived at the battalion, | was ordered to work for the repair of the
battalion ground. Privateswereorderedto carry bricks, dig thegroundfor 17 days.

After that, | wasassgned to go with themilitary columnto Taung Thon Long village.

| spent sometimeand returned to the battalion. Assoon | got back to the battalion,

| was sent towork on the Ye-Tavoy railway construction for onemonth. After that,
| could go back to the battalion and was allowed to takerest for 15 days. Then, |

wasordered to go back and work onthe construction siteat Yebyu. Only privates
wereassigned to do thishard work. Wewereformed into three-person groupsand
ordered to dig theground for therailway road embankment. Theauthoritiestold us
that they would buy 100 kyatsfor extraonekyin of 10ft x 10 ft x oneft high apart
from the assigned three kyins. Nobody wanted to do the extra kyin because the
quotaof threeKyinswasal ready too much. Onethree-person group could finished
threekyinsaday, We had never received afull amount of wagesfor everyday quota
of threekyins. Weonly got 90 kyatsonce. Therest werededucted by theofficials.
Sometimes, the officialsdid not pay us, but they gaveonly cherootstous. Atthe
other site, namely 9-Milecamp, prison laborerswere also used for construction.

| knew that previoudy, theauthoritiesused thecivilian|abor without pay inthisproject.
When therewere many complaintsabout that, the authoritiesstopped using civilians
and started using soldiersinstead. Weweretold that wewould beableto earnextra
money and we did not need to go to thefrontline.

During thelabor work, every morning at 5:00 am. weweregivenfried-riceand
went to work at 6:00 am. Lunch was between 11:00 and 1:00 p.m. Thework
finished at 5:30 p.m. | worked at the Ye-Tavoy railway construction site between
Nat Kyi Sinvillageand Yengan Gyi village. | started working in September 1996
anditwas suppaosed to befinished after eight months. Thecamp for working soldiers
wasat Sein Ponvillage.

Whilel wasat theL1B. 405, | witnessed many mistreatmentsagainst theciviliansin
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theregion. Whilel wason duty, the officersinthearmy arrested the cattletraders
and confiscated all the cattleand other properties. The 3,000 kyatsfor each private
wasshared fromtheloot. | did not want to stay inthearmy because of inequality in
army and hard work assigned to us.

Interview 104: HRV: Arrest, Child

Name Sergeant Zaw YeNaing

S Made

Age 28 yearsold

Marita status. Sngle

Army ID No.: 725974

Address: Kandawgyi (1) Ward, Bogalay, Irrawaddy Division
Dateof interview: December 1997

Placeof interview: Thai-Burmaborder near Mae Sariaing

Source:! HRDU

| took part inthe 1988 uprising. Whenthemilitary staged acoup, | did not dareto
stay at homeand went hiding. Theother reasonwasto avoid themilitary conscription
intown. At that time, my town was demanded to providetherecruitsfor thearmy
by quota.

In Pyapon, | was stopped by the soldiersat night while | washanging out. They
were about to beat me up when | was not able to show themmy ID. Sol said |
cameto join thearmy and then they immediately took meto the new recruit center.
It was December 21, 1988.

| wastakento Inmaand enlistedin 2/89 new recruit training. Afterthetraining | was
assigned to Division 3, IB.19 in Papun, Karen State. | was promoted to Lance
corporal in 1990, Corporal in 1993 and Sergeant in 1994.

Sincel wasassigned in Papun, | had never been allowed to go back home and see
my family. | received 1075 kyatswhen | becameasergeant, but the officersdeducted
asaform of feesfor many reasons. | aso got sick of what thearmy officersand
other ranksand fileswereabusing their authority in Karen State.

Finaly, | decided to run away fromthearmy after Captain Zaw M oe Kyaw dapped
my facewithout any proper reasoninfront of other soldiers.
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