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PERSONAL ACCOUNTS

Notes: Namesof peopleand placeshave, in some cases, been withheld or changed
when deemed necessary to protect the victims, their families, or our information
sources, however, the origina source documentation containscomplete and accurate
information. Most of the eventsdescribed took placein 1997, however, someevents
occurredin early 1998.

Thefollowing keywords describing human rightsviol ations (HRV) have been used
toindex and cross-reference thereport; the keywords appear at the beginning of
eachinterview.

Aszmbly: Freedom of assembly and association

Child: Rightsof child

Detention: Arbitrary detention and enforced or involuntary
disappearances

Displacement: Internally displaced persons

Execution, Killing: Extra-judicia, summary, or arbitrary executions

Expresson: Freedom of opinion and expression

Forced labor: Forced labor and davery

Judiad: Judicid sysemandunfair tria

Livelihood: Rightsof livelihood (i.e., pillaging, extortion)

Minorities Protection of minorities

Movement: Freedom of movement

Refuges: Situation of refugees

Rdigion: Freedom of belief

Relocation: Forced relocation

Repatriation: Forced repatriation

Savery: Forced labor and davery (i.e., portering)

Torture: Torture and other cruel, inhuman, degrading treatment
or punishment

Women: Discrimination and violaionsaganst women

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU 425

Interview 1. HRV: Refugee, Relocation,Livelihood, Women, Child

Name: Maw Reh

Sx: Made

Age about 50-55

Ethniaty: Kayah, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhis/Animist

Maritd status. Married with saven children

Address: Daw Tamavillage, Shadaw Township, Karenni State
Dateof interview: January 20, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp (2), Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

[Maw Reh arrived in aKarenni refugee camp in November 1996 after stayingin
Shadaw relocation site, hiding intheforest near hisvillage, and being arrested by
SLORC|]

| left my village sometimein October. | don’t remember which day but it took me 13
daystoarrivehere. The SLORC didn’t order meto leave [when hefled from hiding
intheforest in October] but if they found peoplein thevillage they would torture
them. Sol wasafraid of that and | ran away.

They gavetheorder |etter dated May 31, 1996 to moveall of us. They gaveusonly
sevendaystoleave. Wehad just finished planting our paddy and wehad to leaveit
all behind. If wedidn't leave by the deadline, the SLORC would kill us. Soweall
hurried to Shadaw [rel ocation camp] at once. 1t wasthree hours walk. A lot of
people moved there. Somefell over on theway. Some of our things were | eft
behind. Weall hadto stay in oneplacethere. Whenwearrived there, some people
fell sck anddied. Weweretoo afraid of the SLORC to stay there. They didn’'tgive
us any rice to eat [after two months], so some people tried to go back to their
villages. Andwhenwewent back, we had to hidein theforest becausewewere so
afraid of the SLORC. Thenwe came back to that place [ Shadaw rel ocation camp]
becausewe couldn’t hidefor very long. We couldn’t do anything. Wedidn’t know
what wasthe best thing to do.

| stayed at the rel ocation sitefor two and half months. At first they gave ussome
rice. But after two months, the SLORC didn’t give us any more food. Sowe
escaped from there and went back to our ownvillage. Wewereafraid to stay inour
village because nobody staystherenow. The SL ORC had come and burned down
thehousesand thericebarns. All of thehouses. Mogt of thericewasdestroyed but
alittleremained. We had made pitsinthegroundto hideit. Wea so hid someof the
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ricein caves. Wewereafraid of the SLORC soldiersandwehid. If thesoldierssaw
us, they wouldkill us. Sowehadto hideintheforest. Not toofar from our village,
inthevaley. Wecouldn’'t hideonthemountain. It wasalittledistant fromour village
but wetook somericealong fromour village. We used to go back to our villageto
get somemorerice. If the SLORC had seen us, they would havetortured us.

We stayed therefor one month and then we came here. Thewholefamily together.
Lotsof peoplewerehidingintheforests. Therewere30 housesinour village. Only
some stayed in Shadaw. We decided to come here because weweretoo afraid of
the SLORC. They came often and checked around everywhere. We saw some
soldiersinour village, but whenever we saw them weran back to hideinthevalley.
Sometimesthey went past and sometimesthey turned and went back. Weaways
felt afraid to go back to the village. When they saw us, they tortured us. The
SLORC soldiersnearly cut my throat. It happened whilel wasgoing back to my
villageto get somefood. | got apassfrom them and went. But thenthey arrested
me and brought me back to Shadaw.

They arrested meinmy village, a thelakewhen | went to fetch water. They pointed
their gunsat me. They weregoingtokill me. | beggedthesoldiers, “ Pleasedon’t kill
me. | till have many childrenandthey needme.” | saidthisin Kayahlanguageand
they didn’t understand. Fortunately one person from Daw Tamasaw me, helped me
and explained for me. | showed the passto the soldiersbut they didn’t careabout it.
They didn’t hit mebut they tied me up for thewholeday and al night. They tied my
handsbehind my back and | couldn’t deep. Atthat time, | couldn’t run away. They
didn’t only tiemy hands, they alsotied my feet. They mademedegpwiththeminthe
forest for two nights. They kept meamong the soldiersat thearmy post. | wastied
al thetime. | couldn’t deep at night. | sat besidethefire. They gave me somefood
but I couldn’t eat. 1 wasinagony. | thought that | would die. Then they took me
back with them to Shadaw and they showed meto the peoplethere[asan example].

Two of my daughtersdied. Whenwe moved to Shadaw, my two daughtersdidn’t
feel well and so they didn’t follow. They died behind. When | went back to the
village, | saw that they had died. Nobody had achanceto dig agrave or makea
coffinfor them. They weresick becausethey wereawayshidingintheforest, they
couldn’t get any medicinetotreat themsavesand they died fromfever. Their names
wereVuMeh and PlehMeh. VuMehwas 25, shewasa ready married and had a
child. Pleh Mehwas20. Shewasso beautiful and well-built. Her skinwaswhite.
| feel somuch sorrow about her. | wish shewasback withme. They died about two
daysapart from each other.

We spent 13 nightson theway to get here. | camewiththewholefamily. My two
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sons, my wifeand|. Therewerefour of us. | wastoo afraid of thesoldierstoleave
my children behind [ hemeanshistwo youngest children; hisolder childrenaremarried
and liveseparately, so henolonger countsthemas* children’]. | crossed the Saween
River by boat. | don’t remember exactly when | arrived here but we havereceived
ricethreetimesin the camp sincethen [riceisdistributed once per monthinthe
refugee camp, so he has been therefor over two months].

| did not know the reason why SLORC ordered usto moveout fromour village. |
only know that | had to run, becausethey ordered usto move and they only gaveus
afew days. If wedidn’'t moveduring that timelimit they wouldkill us. Before, they
used to cometo our village sometimes but they didn’t beat anyone.

Interview 2: HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Livelihood

Name: SoeReh

Sx: Made

Age over 40

Ethniaty: Kayah, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Marita satus: Marriedwith six children

Address: Daw SoKyar village, Shadaw Township, Karenni State
Dateof interview: January 21, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp(2), Thai-Burmaborder

Source: KHRG

| arrived hereduring October. Atfirst | went to Shadaw [relocation site]. But | had
not enough to eat and | was afraid of the SLORC.

In my villagethere were about 70 houses. 1n June, the SLORC sent usawritten
letter to move. When | saw theorder | went to Shadaw. The SLORC said that all
thevillagersmust gowithin sevendays. They said: “ Stubborn peoplearenot ashard
asbullets!” We were afraid and we left. We couldn’t carry everything, so we
carried first al the useful thingslike pots, rice, blankets, etc.. Some of our things
wereleft behind. The SLORC only gaveusoneweek to carry our belongings. 1f we
took morethan oneweek they would make problemsfor us. Whenwearrivedin
Shadaw, we had not enough food and wefelt sick. Even the clothesand the blankets
werenot enough. All my paddy wasleft behind and it wasdestroyed by the SLORC.
Most of our animalswerekilled by the SLORC. Only very few remained. When|
got back tomy village, | could only seethe bonesof our animals. They killed our
animalsand destroyed our ricebarns. | felt so depressed and decided to comehere.
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| have noideawhy the SL ORC forced usto move out. When SLORC ordered us
to go, we just went. Shadaw was not agood placeto live. It was so dirty. We
couldn’t eat or even deep. Wecould only liveontheground. Therewereso many
sick people. Many died. Every day two or three peopledied. They died of fever,
dysentery and cold. | arrivedin Shadaw in Juneand | cameherein October. You
can guesshow many months! | couldn’t build any house. Therewasno bamboo, no
trees, not even leavesto makearoof. Every materia wasvery far awvay toget. The
SLORC only gave us 200 shingles of leavesto make aroof [enough to cover aroof
about sevenfeet square, and even thesewere probably demanded from local villagers)].
But some peoplecould doit, some people have some money and they could buy the
materialsto build their house. But not me. So | went to stay with my relativesin
Shadaw [village]. | didn’t stay inthe new place[therel ocation site] becausethere
weretoo many sicknesses, and the SL ORC forced the peoplewho lived thereto
work for them. Duringthefirst month | wasasoincluded in doingwork for them. |
had to build afencefor thearmy camp. | couldn’t dothisfor long, so | wenttomy
relativesand stayed there.

We had to cut bamboo, make afence around oursel ves[surrounding therelocation
camp], clear aplaceto grow beans[for the Army], clear the roadsides of the car
road and alsorepair it. They forced each family to cut 100 bamboo for them. Each
bamboo had to be 15 feet long. It was for the old army camp but the SLORC
ordered usto rebuild it. Therewere two fences, one around the camp and one
around us.

At firgt, the peoplebuilt sheltersaround Shadaw town. Thenthey went and stayed
under the houses, in thekitchens, and under the treesin Shadaw town. But the
SLORC prohibited that and forced them to stay together in one place. The new
placewasvery closetothearmy camp. | myself stayed there. Theplaceinsidethe
fenceswasfull of people. | don’t know how many. Maybe 1,000 or 2,000. SLORC
didn’'t allow themto stay around thetown. Many peoplewere so depressed and
some escaped from there. Sometimesthey seldomly allowed usto go out.

Therelocation placewasaflat area. 1t used to be untouched bush. Nothing was
ever planted therebefore. First wehadto clear an areawherewe could stay. Then
SLORC decided that we had to clear another placeto live, and they used thefirst
placeto grow beans. The bean field wasalittlefar fromthe new place. | hadto
clear the new place, too. But then after one month, the SL ORC forced usto move
toanew placenear their camp and clear it again. Assoon aswearrived weaso had
to cut bamboo and build afence. My relatives saw me. They had pity on meand
asked meto stay withthem. They weredready livingin Shadaw town. When | |eft
Shadaw [to fleeto therefugee camp in October], they had already planted beansin
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thebig place. Some people managed to build ahouse, but some couldn’t and they
weretryingtoflee.

Therewas not enough food, so wewent back to our own villageto bring back some
food. Sometimesthey alowed usto bringfoodif wehad nothingto eat. Only one
person per family wasallowed to go. If onetimewas not enough, we couldgo a
second time. | had to buy a passfor two kyatsto go back to the village. If our
villagewasfar, they would alow ustwo days, but if thevillagewasclosethey would
allow only oneday. If we stayed over the permitted time and the SLORC found us
along theway, they would do to uswhatever they wanted. My villagewasvery far.
If we started walking at 6 a.m. we got there at 12 noon -- at least 6 hours' walk.
They dlowed ustwodays. Butwhenwearrivedinour village, SL ORC had destroyed
everythingand it wasso depressing. Everythinginthevillagewascompletely ruined.
Beforeweleft, we had hidden somericein the caves, so wetried to get somerice
fromthecaves. A littlericeremainedthere, sowecould est. Somericewasalsoleft
in somerice barns becausethe SL ORC hadn’t found them.

My villagewasnot burnt down, but if wetried to stay therethe SLORC would burn
itdown. They did thiswhenthey see people staying there. Morethanten villages
had already been burnt down. Somevillageswere destroyed - they destroyed the
wallsand theroofsof the houses.

Atfirst, they gavesix milk tins[of uncooked rice] for six days[thiswaslessthan half
what an adult needed], but after one month they didn’t give anything. When the
priest saw the people at that place, he said to the soldiers: “ You called the people
together here. Why don’t you give them enough food to eat? If you don’'t give
enough food tothem, | will try to give somemyself.” The SLORC told him: “You
cangive, but you havetogiveittousfirst.” Thepriest didn’t believethem, sohe
sad: “If | givethefoodtoyoufirg, it will not gotothepeople” Sothepriest refused
togiveitany one. The peoplebecamereally depressed and tried to escapefrom
that place. But somehad alittlemoney and could stay there.

Before, therewere somewellsbesidethe stream but they werevery dirty. Sowe
dug new onesto fetch water. Thereweremany wells, morethan 10. SLORC said
that they put some chemicalsinthewellsto prevent diseases. Many peopledied
when they drank thewater.

Some peoplehad maaria, othershad dysentery. But dmost al the peoplewhodied,
died of dysentery [possibly cholera, or dysentery combined with something else; the
symptomswerevomiting and diarrhea]. Adultsdied, children died - but mostly
childrenaged 7t0 9. | know about onechild - hismother died and hisfather sent him
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tothepriest. Hewasonly twoweeksold. Therewasasmall clinic but whenwegot
sick, we couldn’t get enough medicine. Wedidn't need to pay for the medicinesbut
they werenot very effective, o some peoplewent outsideto get good medicinesto
curetheir diseases. Somewent to the priest and tried to get medicinefromhim. In
other places, you had to pay 35 or 45 kyatsfor oneinjection. | knew the priest, so
if my children got sick | went to get medicinefromthepriest. Noonediedinmy
family. They did not get sick often. Only once, oneof my childrenfelt serioudy ill. |
got medicinefrom the priest and he got better.

| saw peoplebeing beaten but | didn’t seeanyone being killed. Sometimesthey
arrested people on theroad, then they brought them back to the new place and beat
them. They were beaten becausethey werefound outsidewithout apassor with an
expired pass. These peoplewere caught and beaten. | saw three peoplelikethat.
All threeweremen. They beat them with abamboo stick and kicked them all over.
Their faceswere swollen and not niceto look at.

| escaped at aplace on the other side of the gate. | broke the fence and escaped.
Some other peopl e al so broke the fence and escaped.

Thewholetown of Shadaw was surrounded by afence. The SLORC soldiershad
checkpoints, day and night. We escaped through thefence. It wasanew fence.
After wearrived, the SLORC soldiersforced usto surround the town with afence.
My wife and my children escaped together with me at about 11 p.m. Five other
familiesaso used the sameholeinthefence. But therewereother holesinthefence
too, so many that | could not count them. Many families escaped that way. Two
weeks after we escaped from Shadaw, we arrived near here. At Tee ChaKer
mountain, we met SLORC soldiers. They shot at usbut weranaway andhidina
valley. Later we started tryingto comehereagain. Thewholejourney took about
15days. Here, itisbetter than under SLORC control. Thereare problems, but we
can stay inour house. Under SLORC, we cannot!

Interview 3: HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Livelihood, Torture,
Killing, Arrest

Name: Kay Reh

S Made

Age 27

Ethniaty: Kayah, farmer
Rdigion: Chrigtian (Baptist)
Marita status. Sngle
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Address: xxxx village, Deemawso Township, Karenni State
Dateof interview: January 28, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp (2), Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

[Kay Reh’'svillagewasforced to moveto Tee Po Kloh rel ocation camp in June
1996. Hewasarrested therein August with 11 others, tortured and detained for
threemonthsat three different army campsbefore escaping to arefugee camp. Five
of thetwelve men arrested died under torture.]

| arrived here around the end of November, because| wasafraid of theBurmese. |
wasinjail beforel came. Oneand ahalf monthsinIB. 54 prison and then another
oneandahaf monthsinLIB. 530jail. Altogether threemonths. They suspected me
of being acompany commander for KNPP.

They arrested mewhen | was building my housein Tee Po Kloh [rel ocation camp].
On August 28, 1996, about 70 or 80 soldiersfrom LI1B. 429 from Baw Ker and
eight MI’s[Military Intelligenceofficerg] from1B. 27 cameto thefront of my house
and shouted: “Isthereanyoneinthishouse?” TheMI’swerewearing uniformslike
thosethe Burmese soldierswear. At that timel waseatinginthekitchen. They
called meout, pointed their gunsat me and blindfolded mewith atowel. Thenthey
tied my handsand my legsto my neck with ropeslikeapig, abused meand took me
totheir camp on foot [the camp of LIB. 429 Battalion near Tee Po Kloh].

When | arrived there, they interrogated me. They asked so many questions, like:
“Wherehaveyou hiddentheguns?’ “Whomdoyouknow?” “Whoareyour re aives?’
“How many relativesdoyou have?” Soonand soon, likethat. When| replied that
| didn’t know, they handcuffed me, punched me, dlapped me and tortured me.

They arrested twelve of usand said that wewereespecialy important for investigation.
The otherswere from other villages such as Tee Po Kloh, Daw TaDar, and Daw
Ku. Weweretreated as dangerous prisoners and we were accused of being UG
[underground agents] of KNPP. So they tied usto twelve poles, interrogated usand
tortured us.

Fiveof usdied fromtheir beatingsin Tee Po Kloh. They beat uswith green bamboo.
They hit al over our wholebodies, including our heads. They poured water inour
nostrilsand our mouths. They tied plastic bagsover our heads| so that we could not
breathe]. They aso sawed my legswith ahand-saw until they werebled. | still had
somescarsfromthat. They didn’t gaveusany food or water. Some soldiersgave
water to afew prisonersthat they pitied. | fell unconscious, | did not know for how
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long. When | waslying face down, asoldier pulled me up by the hair and blood
cameout frommy mouth and nose, and then | tried to Sit by leaning my back against
something. A soldier asked me, “What areyou doing?’ and | answered: “1 only see
God!” Five prisonersfrom our group died because of their torture. Only seven
remained. From my village, two of uswere arrested at the sametime but the other
onedied of their torture. Hewas hit with abig wooden stick when they captured
him. Hedied at thearmy camp in Tee Po Kloh - altogether five peopledied there.
They caught usin Tee Po Kloh, took usto their camp and killed us.

They tortured mefor oneday, from 3 p.m. until 3a.m. thenext morning. Thenthey
stopped torturing me becausefive of ushad aready died. Instead they put usoutin
the hot sun without any shelter around, and finally put usall insackslikepigs. They
tied shut the top of each sack and loaded usinto atruck to take us away.

They took metotheIB. 54 Battalion lockup in Loikaw. They had arrested more
people, because dtogether therewere 64 prisonersinfour cells. They till tortured
meinthejail. They caled out of the cellsthosethey wanted to beat. They hit uson
the back and on the chest and they rolled bamboo on our shins. Therewere 64
prisonersand four cellsinthejail, insdethearmy camp. Wedidn't do any labor
becausewewere not allowed to go outsidethejail. Inour cells, | didn’t seeanyone
with chains. They put seven peopleinasmall cell. | couldn’t liedownand it was
difficultto bresthe. Thefoodwasonly onesmall plateof plain ricewithout curry, and
thewater wasvery littletoo. They only let usdrink alittleamount of water at 7 p.m.
Threeor four prisonersdiedinthejail. They were suffering from serious diseases
and someof them didn’t have any musclesleft ontheir legs. Therewasno medical
careand no clinic, and they became so emaciated that they died. All the prisoners
were accused of being KNPP sympathizers. They wereall Karenni. | feltsick. |
caught acold becausetherewasno blanket. | couldn’t deep at night. Wejust dept
inagtting position becausethe cell wasso narrow.

Then they transferred us by truck to another jail, LIB. 530 Battalion jail, because
new prisonerswere going to arrivethere. That jail wasabout eight miles east of
Loikaw. LIB.530jail wasalittle better because we had alittle chanceto breathe
freshair. Itwashigger thantheother one. Therewere27 prisonersinmy cell. Then
they divided usinto two groupsand put one group in another cell, soit wasalittle
more comfortablefor usand more spacious. Thefood wasthesame. | wasbeaten
theretoo. Weweretortured by thejail wardenswhen they were drunk with village
riceliquor. They punched me, kicked me, pulled our ears and walked on our
stomachswith their bootswhilewewerelying face up. Wedidn't wear prisoners
clothes. | didn’'t havetowork. Only the prisonerswho were not suspected, because
they were not Karenni, had towork. Somewere Burmese and some of them were
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soldiers. They had shacklesontheir legswhen they were going out of thejail to
work. They werefrom SLORC and were punished becausethey didn’t obey the
rulesof the Army.

When| wasinthatjail, | wasin chargeof distributing thefood to othersinmy cell.
Therewerethree doorsand they only opened one of the doorswhen they gavethe
rice. No oneexcept me could touch therice pot. Two soldierspointed agun at us
when they were passing thericepot tome. | took it. Thenwhenwegavetherice
pot back, | told my friend: “ Surviveor die, | will fight them to escapefrom here.
Otherwise, wewill surdly dieinthisjail! 1 will hit thesoldier withthegunandyouwill
takeonthesoldier withthericepot.” The soldier who opened the door had no gun
and | gave himtherice pot. Then the soldier who had agun turned his back. 1
punched him and hefell down. My friend punched the other soldier and healsofell
facedown. Whilewewererunning, the other soldiersshot at us. Thereweretwo
fencesaround thejail but they were opened in the daytimefor the officerstogoin
and out. Only thedoor of our cell stayed closed, and it wasonly unlocked whenthe
soldier cameto givetherice pot for dinner. Only thetwo of usescaped. First, we
hidinthelong grassand bushesoutsidethejail fenceswhilethesoldierswerechasing
us. | hidthereuntil 9 p.m. Thenwemoved again and reached xxxx village. | dept
onenightinthe paddy fields. | dared not |leavein the daytime and departed at 7 or
8p.m. Findly | carried ontomy village. | stayed therefor 8 daysand camehere.

Last June[1996] they ordered the villagersfrom xxxx [hisvillage] to move. They
said that it was ordered by the gentlemen from the Army to the Township LORC
Chairman and then passed on to the Village Tract LORC Chairman. Thevillages
were Daw Put, Daw Pet, Daw Law Ku, Daw Pru, Daw Bya, Tee Theh Kloh, Daw
TaKleh, Daw Lyah Ku, Daw Ku Siuand Daw So Ku. About 11 or 12 villages
moved to Tee Po Kloh. The peoplewere gathered inside afence, abit outside of
TeePoKIlohvillage. They kept the peoplein aseparatearea. Therewasabout one
furlong [220 yards] between Tee PoKlohvillageand our area. Thearmy camp of
battalion LIB. 429 was about three furlongs[660 yards] away, in aseparate place
not insidethesamearea. They just guarded the fencefrom the gates|they posted
sentriesat the gatesin therelocation camp fence]. Thisfence had only threegates,
wherethey watched for strangers. Thefencewasbuilt by thevillagerswhenthey
arrivedin Tee Po Kloh. We had to get permission from the soldiersif wewanted to
goout. Wedidn't need to pay for the pass.

The SLORC ordered: “No one can say ‘Thisismine or ‘| am the owner’. If
someone says, ‘ Thisismy bamboo!” SLORC will comeand arrest them.” [Thisis
gpparently athreat against |ocdl villagerswho protested that thosewho wererel ocated
were stripping theareaof bamboo.] “Everyone can cut and get whatever they need
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tobuild ashelter,” they said. Soitwasnot so difficult to get bamboo, but it was
really difficult to get wooden postsbecausetherewerenotrees. Thepeoplecould
only build small shelters. People could not go outside of the fences, and neither
couldtheanimals. When the situation was bad, if someonewent outsidethefence
they cons dered himastranger and shot at him. Wehad to build theshdtersaccording
to SLORCrestrictions. They told ushow many bamboo would be enough for each
family. Thenyou could only count them and cut them down according to theamount
they said.

They didn’t allow usto go back to our villageto get food. All our livestock wereleft
behind, such ascattle, goats, chickens, ducks, etc. That’swhy we needed to buy
ricefrom somewhereelse.

InTeePoKloh| saw alot of sick people. Somedied. Therewasnoclinic. There
was no school inthe new place but therewasoneintheold Tee PoKlohvillage. |
can’t say whether the children can still go to school or not becauseit dependson
their teachers.

Beforel wasarrested, the people had to do many thingsthat thearmy ordered them
todo, but I don’t know what happened when | wasinjail. For example, twelve
people had to go to the army camp every day to build their bunkersand trenches.
They had to put big logsontop of the bunkers.

Twicel arrived back at my village. They didn’t burnthevillageandthey didn’t lay
land mines, but they took al themateria sfrom our houses such asfloorboards, walls
androofs, and evenfirewood. They killed all thelivestock for their meal sand took
everything that looked nicefor themselves. | had morethan ten headsof cattle. As
for thewholevillage, the villagers owned about 300 cows and buffaloes. They
didn’t get the chanceto sell them, nor to look after them evenfor ashorttime. The
SLORC soldiersreported that they were going out on patrol to look for enemies.
They didn’t, they just went to shoot and kill al thevillagers animalsfor their food. |

lost all, except two bullocksthat | used. We could just take afew thingsalong by
cart whenwefirst moved fromour villageto Tee PoKloh. Later, they didn’'tallow
usto go out thereagain. Thetwo bullocksarestill aive.

About 30 peopl e escaped from Tee Po Kloh after they heard about my arrest. Now
| can’t think of what to do.
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Interview 4. HRV: Relocation, Refugee, Child

Name: Klaw Reh

Sx: Made

Age about 30-35

Ethniaty: Kayah, farmer

Rdigion: Chrigian (RC)

Marital status: Widower, onedaughter aged 10

Address: Daw Mi Kuvillage, Shadaw Township, Karenni State
Dateof interview: January 21, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp (2), Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

[Klaw Reh’swifedied dong with their unborn child along theway, whilethefamily
wasfleeing Shadaw relocation camp for the Thai border.]

| don’t remember exactly when | arrived here, but | think two monthsago. SLORC
sent aletter to order usto move. Whenwereceived the order, | called my family
and wewent to Shadaw. | stayed therefor two months. 1n Shadaw, they forced me
to cut bamboo. Each family had to cut 100 big bamboo for thearmy camp and a so
threewooden postsfor lightsalong theroad. Thebamboo werefor building fences
inthecamp and for [army camp] buildings.

| could only build atiny housefor my family. The SLORC only gave 100 shinglesof
roof leaves [enough to cover aroof about 5 feet square, and even these were
probably demanded from local villagers]. Intherainy seasontherainlesked through
theroof. Andwe had to find the bamboo ourselves[to build the houses, in addition
to the bamboo for the Army]. We stayed in abig place and there was afence
around it. | received 30 milk tinsof rice per week for my family. For about two
months. After that, no more. When we had no morefood, SLORC allowed usto
goand get someinour village. My daughter got sick. Shewas coughing.

| escaped from Shadaw through thefencewith my wifeand my daughter. My wife
waswell. When we escaped from Shadaw, she waswell. She was about four
monthspregnant. First wewent back to our village. It wasstill ingood condition.
We spent onenight there, but not inthevillage, wehidinthejungle. But whenwegot
near Tee Chacamp, my wifebecamesick. Shebecamevery tired and had painin
her belly. Shedied duringthenight. | stayed the night near her. Inthemorning, |
buried her at that place. Then | continued the journey with my daughter to come
here. | saw many villagersontheway here. | also saw four villageson theway.
Three of them had been burned down by the SLORC. Only onewas not burned
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down but nobody was staying there. | didn’'t meet any SLORC ontheway. Herel
feel safer becauseit isnot under the SLORC. But | don’t know anything about the
future.

Interview 5: HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Arrest, Forced L abor

Name: NgaReh

S Made

Age 28

Ethniaty: Kayah, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Marita status. Sngle

Address: Daw TamaGyi village, Demawso Township, Karenni State
Dateof interview: January 21, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp, Thai-Burmaborder

Source: KHRG

[NgaReh'svillage, just north of Baw LaKeh onthewest sideof the Pon River, is
being used asarelocation site.]

| arrived here about two months ago. My village was not ordered to move but
SLORC soldiersarrested many people. | wasvery afraid of them. Andwehadto
doalot of ‘lokeah pay’ [forced labor] for them. Sol left my village.

Other villageswere ordered to moveto Daw TamaGyi. | don't know whether they
received an order or not but | know that the SLORC soldiers forced the other
villagesto stay together in Daw TamaGyi. It wasat the beginning of therainy
season. | saw morethan 300 people. They werefromfour villages, Daw Kaw,
Daw Par, Daw TaKyaand Daw Hei Kleh. They had to stay in a separate place
near Daw TamaGyi, only for thenew people. They built sheltersthere. It wasvery
difficult for themto find bamboo and to build houses. The SLORC didn't givethem
anythingwithwhichto build ahouse. Therewasno fence around the placebut many
SLORC soldierswere always checking and guarding the new people. They were
not allowed to go out freely.

Thefood was not enough. Each family received only three milk tins of rice per
week. The peoplecould do nothing. They just boiled thericeto makearice soup.
Thewater wasnot good. It cameout of apipefrom Daw KuKay village. | saw a
lot of sick people. Somediedfromdisease. Most of them had fever. The SLORC
soldiersforced them to work every day, to clear the car road and to make fencesfor
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the security of their camp. They weremakinganew car road. | saw somecarson
it. Peoplecould not run away from Daw TamaGyi.

| wasarrested when | wasin my houseinmy village. That happened about three
months beforethe new villagersarrived to Daw TamaGyi. SLORC forced meto
build afencefor their camp. | could not doit. They ordered usto go every day and
sometimes | was absent. So they called me and they beat me threetimeson my
back with abamboo stick. Even beforethe new people came, we had to do labor
all thetime. Building thefences, working onthe car road. We had to dowork for
the SLORC every day. Wedidn't get paid for it. WWehad no chancetowork onour
farms. The SLORC ordered usto work for ten days and then we had only one day
for ourselvesto grow our paddy and other things. The new peoplealso had to do
thesamework al thetimefor the SLORC. They did not haveany land [tofarm].

| wasafraid of the SLORC, so | cameherewith two of my brothers: an elder brother
and ayounger one. We came here on foot. We climbed the mountains and we
crossed the Salweenriver by boat. Wedidn’t meet any soldierson theway. We
saw two villages on theway: Daw Kraw Aw and Daw Mu Kya. Both had been
burnt down by the SLORC. SLORC soldiersare not good to thepeople. Thatis
why | camehere. What will happen, | don’t know!

Interview 6. HRV: Refugee, Relocation

Name: Baw Reh

Sx: Made

Age 19

Ethniaty: Kayah, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Marital status: Sngle

Address: Daw Law Kuvillage, Demawso Township, Karenni State
Dateof interview: January 21, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp (2), Thai-Burmaborder

Source: KHRG

[Baw Reh spent several monthsin Tee Po Kloh rel ocation camp.]

| arrived hereon January 16, 1997. First | went to stay in Ngwe Daung, then | came
over here. Daw Law Kuvillagershad to moveto TeePoKloh. | think it wasin July
[around mid-June]. They gave usonly three daysto move. My family moved
together to Tee PoKloh. It wasoneday’swak away. We had to makethreetrips.
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Some peoplehad to carry their things by themsel vesand some used bullock carts. It
wasinthehillsbut acart could beused ontheway. In Tee Po Kloh, wereceived a
plot of land to buildahouse. It waspretty big. | could even grow thingsthereif they
would let me, but the SLORC didn’t allow usto grow vegetables. Thisareausedto
befarmland. The Tee PoKloh villagersdidn’t receive anything ascompensation for
it. Elevenvillagesmovedto Tee Po Kloh, including Daw Law Ku, Daw Pet, Daw
Preh Tu, Daw Lyah Ku, Daw Put, Tee Theh Kloh, and etc. | don’t know how many
peopletherewere. Inmy village, therewere 26 houses. Everybody movedto Tee
PoKloh. | don't know why the SL ORC ordered usto move. They didn’t burn our
village down but thevillagersdidn’t go back.

The placewasnot fenced [later therewasafence]. Thesoldiershadacampin Tee
PoKloh. I think it wasSLORC LIB.421 but | am not sure. Each personreceived
only four or fivemilk tinsof ricefor onemonth[thisisonly enough for two days|. If
it was not enough, they allowed peopleto find food outside, but just for alimited
time, between 8 am. and 3 p.m. We could go back to our village but we had to get
apass. Itwasfree. Thevalidity of the passdependsonthevillage. If thevillagewas
very far away they alowedtwo or threedays, but if thevillagewasnear TeePoKloh
they allowed lesstime. If weoverstayed, wewould betortured by the soldiers. |
saw peopl e being beaten becausethe SL ORC suspected them. They arrested them,
beat them, and put theminjail. Sometimesthey evenkilledthem. No onefrommy
villagewaskilled but some Tee PoKlohvillagerswere.

Wegot water fromthewell [theexisting villagewell]. It wasenoughfor everyone
but it was not clean. Many people got sick. | don’t know from what diseases.
Some peopledied, especialy children. Therewasnoclinic. Theonly possibility
wasto gotothecity hospital [at Demawso town].

Some peopl e escaped from there, mainly singlemen. | stayedin Tee PoKlohfor
seven months [actually lessthan that]. The situation was getting worse and worse
because there was not enough food. Peoplewho owned animals sold themto get
money to buy food. My family already sold our two cowsand our buffalo.

We d so had to repair the car road, theroad from Demawso to Tee Po Kloh to Daw
TamaGyi. | worked therefor threedays. They called one personfromeachfamily.
They fixed aperiod of time. Each village had to finish one section of theroad within
threedays. In Tee Po Kloh, there was nothing to do [to earn money]. | went to
Ngwe Daung to do farmwork with my relatives. They had afarmin Ngwe Daung
[near Deemawso]. | went alone. | worked therefor about four months [actually
lessthanthat]. | couldn’t stay therefor along time because SL ORC soldiersmight
comeintothevillageand arrest people. From Ngwe Daung | camehereonfoot. It
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washinedays walk. | saw somesoldiersontheway but they didn’'t do anything. |
saw somevillagesand amost al of themwereburnt down. All thevillages| passed
wereempty.

My family istill tayingin TeePoKloh. | wouldlikethemto comehere, but if | call
them SLORC will tortureall thevillagersin Tee Po Kloh. Becausemy family is
registered withthevillage. Also, it would bevery difficult for meto go back there.
Now | havenoplans. | don’t think thisrefugee campisvery good, but | don’t know
whereelsel couldgo. Sol will stay here.

Interview 7: HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Forced Labor

Name: Koo Ni Reh

Sx: Made

Age 24

Ethniaty: Kayah, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhist

Marital status: Sngle

Address: Daw Law Kuvillage, Pruso Township, Karenni State
Dateof interview: January 21, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp (2), Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

[Koo Ni Reh spent seven monthsin Mar Kraw Sherel ocation camp.]

SLORC told usto moveto Mar Kraw Shevillage, besidethe road which goesto
Phasaung town. Only my village had to movethere. It had 20 houses. Theother
villageslike Tee Theh Ku, Daw Ku Li and Law Pyal eh hadto movetoKay Liaand
Daw Ter Kleh hadtomoveto TeeByaNge. They threatened us, “If you want to
die, don’t move. If youdon't want to die, you must movetothat place.” Wewere
afraidthat if wewent to any other placesthe SLORCwouldkill us. Andif wedidn’t
gotodotheir ‘lokeah pay’ [forced labor], wewould bekilled.

When we were ordered to move, we could carry all our belongings except our
cattle. Later the SLORC allowed usto go and look after them during the daytime
but in the evening we had to be back inthe new place. The SLORC didn’t burn
downmy village, but nothingisleft thereexcept for someanimals. Thetroopsoften
passthroughthevillage.

My family moved and they relocated usbeside Mar Kraw Shevillage. Itwasnota
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good place because each family only received avery tiny plot of land 12 feet by 12
feet. Wecould only buildasmall shelter, only big enough for deeping. They didn’t
giveany roofing leaves, sowehad to get them from theMar Kraw Shevillagers. We
went by ourselvesto cut the bamboo and treesto build shelters. We had to go back
toour villageto get them. They didn’t order usto build afence around the new
place, but they ordered usto build afencearound their Army camp. They ordered
usto cut bamboo and make afence, to cut treesalong the road and clear the car
road.

Therewerealot of Sick people. Therewasno clinicthere. When peopleweresick,
they went to seethe priest and he gavethem somemedicine. From July until December
wedidn’t receiveany rice. After that, | don’t know as| wasn'’t there any more.
When we had no rice to eat, we wanted to go back to our village. But then the
SLORC saw us|[leaving] and they asked: “Who gaveyou permission to go back to
your village?” Wewereafraid of them and we couldn’t do anything anymore. For
seven months, the SLORC didn’t giveany riceto us. That'swhy | ran away. |
escaped through thefence. | knew if they saw methey would beat me. They only
allowed ustogo out from7a.m. until 4 p.m. If wecameback later thanthat, they
wouldtortureus.

| arrived herethismonth, onfoot. | antheonly onefrommy village. Inour village,
many peoplewould liketo come here, but they have no way to come becausethey
areafraid of the SLORC soldiers. If the soldiers saw uscoming herein groups, it
would not beeasy for us. My family wantsto come herevery much but they cannaot,
becausethe namesof every family aredready ontheir list. If youwant tocomehere,
youmust lietothem.

Interview 8: HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Killing, Child

Name: Sai Long

S Made

Age 24

Ethniaty: Shan, Buddhist

Marita status. Married with one daughter

Address: Meh Stehvillage, Soe T’ Cheh township, Karenni State
Dateof interview: January 21, 1997

Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp (2), Thai-Burmaborder

Source: KHRG

| have been staying herefor about ten months. | cameto therefugee camp because
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the SL ORC forced meto moveout of my village and because of SLORC oppression.
Inthepast | usedtoliveinMeh Stehvillage. The SLORC burnt down thehousesin
my villageand so | went to another place called Pan Yone[previoussite of Karenni
Camp 2 refugee camp].

OnJanuary 3, 1997, when the Burmese camehere, | wasstayinginmy house. The
fighting started at 2am. Atfirst, | heard abig explosion and | saw sparks coming
out. | didn’t seethesoldiers. | don’t know how many they were and what kind of
gunsthey had. They didn’t warn us. They camequietly into thecamp. | suddenly
heard shooting. | just took my child and ran to escape. | started running along the
narrow path between thehouses. My wifewasbehind. | only knew that the bullets
flew very closeto my house. Near my house, threeshells[by other reports, apparently
M79 grenades] exploded. We shouted and my wifecried out intearswhen she saw
her father running. Thefiring stopped when shecried likethat. But shewashitand
fell down. Shefell near thedoor of our house. Theshell explodedin front of our
house. Shewaswounded on her legs, stomach and arms and soon after shewas
bleeding. Her namewasNaung Kyinand shewas19yearsold. | wasaso hitonmy
right elbow and my child got asmall wound on her foot.

Theattack |asted about 15 minutes: shooting and explosions. | didn’'t seetheBurmese
after thefighting [hewashiding]. After theattack, | hadtowait for alongtimefor
someoneto carry my wifebecausel myself couldn’t walk. | alsohad aninjury on
my leg, sol just looked for some other peopleto carry her after thefighting stopped.
| waited for two hours and then some peopl e carried my wifeto the hospital, and
soon after shedied there.

| cannot think or guesswhy the Burmese attacked thiscamp. Now my woundis
healing, but | can only bend my elbow alittlebit. Asfor my daughter, shecanwalk
againnow. | haveno other placeto stay, so| can’t think or decidewhether | should
stay or not stay now. | don’t dareto stay in Camp 2 anymore. | want to stay with
my parents-in-law who moved to Camp 3 onthe Thai side[away from thedisputed
border, further into Thailand].

Interview 9: HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Livelihood, Women,
Killing

Name: Saw Ler Wah
Sex: Mde

Age about 30
Ethniaty: Karen
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Dateof interview: January 27, 1997
Placeof interview: Karenni refugee camp (2), Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

Bukowasnot arelocation site. Thevillagesinthat areawere ordered to moveto
Maw Chi relocation site. Shortly after therelocation, SLORC burnt down half the
houses of Buko, about 30 houses, and 50 houses in Kwachi. Now in Kwachi
village, somevillagerswereeven rebuilding their houses. Thevillagershad returned
toliveinthevillage but with only afew belongings and were alwaysready to run.
Actually, only thevillages closeto Maw Chi moved to the rel ocation site because
SLORC could destroy them anytime. But thevillagesfurther away didn’t move.

Many people stayed intheforest, two or threefamiliestogether. They managedto
harvest alittle paddy thisyear. The SLORC operation took placeintherainy season.
At that timethevillagershad already planted their paddy, but sincethey hadto go
into hiding they could not take care of their fields. Althoughweedsgrew inthefidds,
they managed to harvest some paddy, but obvioudy the harvest wasnot good. Their
paddy could last them for another 2-3 months, then they would face abig shortage
of rice. Especially in Buko area, where paddy cultivation had awaysbeen difficult
and the farmers needed alot of paddy seeds. In that areait would be harder to
aurvive. If SLORC cameagain during thefield clearing season [February to April],
they would face big problemsfor the next harvest. Thevillagersfound vegetablesin
thejungleand they also managed to grow some, likecucumbers. They had eatendl
their anima slikechickensand pigs, and most of their cattleand buffaoeshad aready
been sold. Also, duringitsoperations SL ORC killed and ate any cattle they found.

Intheforest therewere many illnesses. Theworst wasmalaria, but also worms,
respiratory disease, diarrhea, dysentery and skindiseases. | heard about two children
from the samefamily who died the same day because of malariaand anemia. They
camefrom Maw Chi relocation Site.

SLORC deliberately burnt down the villagesthey thought wereimportant for the
rebels. They aso burnt down thebest housesin other villages, and al thericebarns
they couldfind. Somevillageswere not burnt down but landmineswerelaid.

After therel ocations, SLORC moved into Ler Mu Ko township and Bwe Ghaw Ko
township and searched thearea. They passed through Baw Ghu Der township and
also burnt down some houses and put landminesthere, but thiswasnot aspecial
operation. Some peoplewerekilled, including women, because they stepped on
landmines. The SLORC didn't search for the peopleinthejungle.
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In Mawcheerel ocation site, the peopl e needed permission from the SLORC to go
back totheir fields, to work and bring riceto therel ocation site. Thepasscost five
kyatsand wasvalid from8am. until 4 p.m. Sothevillagerscould go back, but it
was dangerous because of thelandmines-- not only SL ORC landmines, aso KNPP
landmines. Some had died becausethey stepped on landmines.

SLORC gaveeight milk tinsof rice per personfor oneweek [lessthan half what was
neededto survive]. Thericebrought back by thevillagersfromtheir villagesmust be
giventothericebank, and the SLORC redistributed it to the people at the samerate
-- eight tins per person per week [i.e. no one could get more than that no matter
what]. It wasvery difficult to get salt and medicine. They could not goto Mawchee
toget sat. At present they must goto Toungoo, whichisfar. Intherelocation site
people died from diseases because there was no health care. Therewasonly one
clinicinMawchee. Therewasnot enough medicineand peopleneededto pay for it.
Therewasno school.

Therewerethree SLORC basesin Mawchee and oneinside the rel ocation site.
There were about 1,000 people in Mawchee relocation site. The people were
ordered to build afence around therel ocation area. 1n Phasaung too, therewasa
fence around therel ocation site and the peoplewere ordered to build it. SLORC
ordered the peopleto work: to guard the area, to build their bunkersand fences, and
some people had to serve as porters. According to the villagers, SLORC was
rebuilding the Toungoo/Mawcheeroad and clearing theareafor logging, but | didn’t
see or hear about any road building going on right now.

They also threatened people. Recently KNPP destroyed awater pipefor themine
generator [Maw Chi isanimportant mining area] and the SLORC forced the people
from the Maw Chi relocation site to rebuild it. About 40 to 50 people fled the
relocation siteand went to stay in other villagesaway from the SLORC.

Interview 10: HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Refugee, Forced Labor,
Livelihood

Name KoChai

Age 37yearsold

Address TheinKhunvillage, Tenassarimtownship
Occupation Farmer

Nationdlity Shan

Rdigion Buddhist

Name U Maung New
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Age 40yearsold
Name Ko Sainn
Age 30yearsold
Dateof Interview January 1997
Source: ABSDF

(Three personswereinterviewed together asthey werefrom the samevillagewith
thesamestory)

Welivedin Thein Khunvillagein Tenasserim township. Our villagewasorderedto
move no later than October 27, 1997 by thelocal SLORC troops. That waswhy |
fledto Thailand. | knew that it would bevery difficult to surviveunder their conditions
after therel ocation.

Themistreatment by the SLORC soldiersisgetting worseyear by year. We have
been forcibly used asunpaid forced labor till now for at least fiveyears.

Onthefirst week of October, 1996, acolumn led by Captain Zaw Myo Htut arrived
at our village and ordered the entire villageto move by October 27. No assistance
or arrangement was provided by the SLORC. They did not tell uswhy wewere
being forcibly relocated nor whereto relocate. They just ordered usto get out of our
villageimmediately. Some of usmovedto Tavoy or other townswhereour relatives
lived. Many of our villagersjust ended up wandering around theregion. | decided
to goto the border because| did not want to live under SLORC rule. Wehad to
abandon everything; al our belongings, our houses, farms, animalsandricebarns. |,
myself, left fiveacresof farmland behind, and, to make mattersworse, had beenin
debt sincelast year because | could not take care of my farm dueto the frequent
forced labor demanded of me. Because| did not have the required 250-300 kyats
it would cost to hire a substitute, | had no choice but to work for the SLORC.
Earlier thisyear, | borrowed somemoney to subsidizethe cost for cultivating this
season’scrop. Because of SLORC’sforced relocation orders, | had to abandon
everything | had worked solong and hard for.

Interview 11: HRV: Refugee, Incursion

Name: Naw ThaMuh
S Femde

Age 19

Ethniaty: Karen
Rdigion: Noreligion
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Marital status: Sngle

Address: Huay Ka okerefugee camp, Thailand
Dateof interview: February 1, 1997

Placeof interview: Huay Kaokerefugee camp, Thailand
Source: KHRG

[Naw Tha Muh was in Huay Kaloke refugee camp when it was attacked by a
combined SLORC/DKBA forceon January 28, 1997. Notethat asashopkeeper
inthe market, shewas much better off than most refugees.]

OnJanuary 28, 1997, the DKBA cameinto thecamp. | don’t know the exact time
because | had no watch. It must have been past 10 p.m. After | had watched
television, | went to bed. My house wasin the market [her houseisalso ashop
sellingmainly clothing]. 1 wasdeeping when my mother wokemeup, and thefirst
thing | heard wasjunglebootsrunningti...ti...ti... and chasing the peoplewhowere
running hereand there. They cameacrossthefootball field. | didn’t know what
washappening. Just then, DKBA soldierskicked thedoor hard with their bootsand
said: “Openthedoor!.” | didn’t openit and went to the back of the house, but the
DKBA soldierswereaso at the back of thehouse. When | camefacetofacewith
them, they asked me: “Whereareyougoing?’ | didn’t answer and went back to the
front of thehouse. My mother wassoworriedfor me. Shesaid“Don't runanywherel”
Thenthe DKBA soldiersturned their gunson usand said: “All of you! Go back to
thefront of thehouse.” At that timetherewere some guestsstayingwithus. There
were seven inthe house, all females, and we didn’t say anything, so the DKBA
didn’t doanythingtous.

Seven soldierscameto my house. My mother had hidden onebag and they didn’t
findit, and they didn’t find themoney we had hidden either. They only saw thebox
withalitttlemoney init. They took all the money from the small box. They also
opened my handbag and took themoney aswell. Altogether, they took somecoins,
2,000 Baht, and mostly clothes, also shoes, small knivesand aflask. They put the
clothesfrom the shop into bags. The plastic bagswerefrom my shop too, and they
carried them out themsel ves[they didn’t use porters].

My mother told a DKBA soldier who looked about 20 years old: “ Child, take
everything you want but please do not burn our house down!”. But the soldier
pointed hisgun at her and said: “Do youwant to die, oldwoman?’ A girl whowas
inmy house begged the soldier: “ Please don’t do anything to Grandmother! Sheis
old!"” (They alsotook thetehku[sarong] and clothesoff an old maninmy houseand
searched for something they expected to find on him, like gold or money, but they
didn’tfind anything.) They took everything they wanted and then they moved to
another house, my friend’ shouse.
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The DKBA cameinto the camp, group by group, houseto house, smultaneoudly. |
heard that the same was going on at the other housestoo. 40 baht wastaken from
my aunti€’ shouse. Her hushand waskicked with boots. They ordered everyoneto
get out of their houses. No onewasallowed to take anything out. Thenthey started
burning thehhouses.

The DKBA went to the biggest shop and pointed their gunsat Uncle[an older man)].
They demanded the key and money. They took alot of money from him, about
500,000 kyats, plusthe gold rings, chains, and bracel etswhich belonged to others.
These had been given to uncle asguaranteesfor money borrowed fromhim. They
a so used histelephone.

They took everything they wanted such asclocks, watches, cassettes, radios, clothes,
and they even searched for thingsin the brasseres of thegirlsand thewomen. They
expected to find things such asgold and money. They took off earrings, bracel ets
and chainsfromtwo girls. OnewasKaren and theother Chinese. Thenthesoldiers
questioned a50-year-old man who wasinsane, and hit hishead with ariflebutt. He
was hurt and blood streamed down hishead. The questionwasonly: “Areyoua
soldier?” Andthe mad man only answered: “What?" Only for this!

| aso heard that Nya Nya Say’s father got kicked in the chest when DKBA
demanded gold and money from him. NyaNya Say wasastudent. | saw that they
took two motorcyclesfrom others, but people said that seven motorcycleswere
taken atogether. They left somemotorcyclesinthe paddy fieldsbecausetherewas
no road through thefields and they were unabl e to push them further. For some
others, they didn’t havethekey to start theengine, so they just broke the dashboards
and lights and destroyed the motorcycles on their way back. They also took the
telephone.

After the soldiers went out, they started to set the houses on fire. | said to my
mother: “Mother, the DKBA are burning thehouses!” Shethought they wouldn’t
burn them but then she saw the other shopsburning.

I went down to my motorcycleto moveit away fromthefireand also because | was
afraid that DKBA wouldtakeit. They took the motorcyclefrom an Indian house,
but | had kept the keysfor oursinside and they hadn’t seenit becauseit waskept at
the back of thehouse. My mother helped meto pull it. Thenthey saw me pushing
themotorcycle. Two DKBA soldierscametowards meto ask or do somethingto
me. They said: “Whereareyougoing?’ | thought they would take the motorcycle,
but another DKBA soldier called them. They turned back. They didn’t havea
chance to do anything to me. | don’t know why. Maybe because we had been
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selling goodsfor along time and they knew us. They didn’t do anything to my
mother either. When somesoldierspointed their gunsat her, the othersdisapproved.
They left her. | noticed they didn’t speak rudely to her. They only asked: “Doyou
havemoney?’ and didn’t harm her. Asfor other people, they beat them when they
demanded money.

| rode down to the Thai checkpoint. But | didn’t see any Thai soldiers at the
checkpoint. No onewasthere. Then| went totheother Thai gateand tried to wake
them up. Only one policeman awoke. | told himthat the DKBA wereburning the
houses and | ooting thingsfrom therefugees. But hedidn’t seem to understand, and
heasked me: “WhatisDKBA?’ “TheDKBA meanstheBuddhist soldiers’, | said.
Then heunderstood but hedidn’t do anything or say anything. Sol got angry and
immediately rodeto another police gateat Mae Pa[alarger Thai village very near
thecamp]. Thepolicetold me: “Weaready know and we have contacted the other
posts.” On my way to Mae Sot, we saw one or two cars with people in them
between Mae Paand Huay Kaoke. Maybethey were coming aroundto look at the
fire. | didn’'t seeany soldiers, just civiliancars. | went to call my teacher in Mae Sot.
When we arrived back at the camp, we saw that the people were everywherein
disorder and that the houseswerein flames.

My mother had taken as many things as she could and put them down into the well
when the DKBA started burning the houses. My house was al so burnt down by
DKBA. My mother told methat they cameins dethe houses, searched for thingsto
light thefirewith, then set firefrominsidethe houses. | didn’t seethat becausel was
making for the Thai checkpoints.

Altogether | saw about 20 DKBA soldiers but other people said that there were
over 100. They weredl incamouflage. They had soldiers’ bootsand long gunslike
G3sand G4swhichthe SLORC uses. Othershad black uniformswhichthe Burmese
wear. They wereshooting up and down, intheair, not at the people. Nobody died.
Some of them spoke K aren but most spoke Burmese.

At thetimewhen the camp wasaready onfire, a20-year-old man cameto help us
carry thingsout of our house and hel ped to save apatient in another house. Before
he reached the house, he met a SL ORC soldier who asked him: “Whereareyou
going?’” Theman answeredin Karen: “| am goingto help apatient there”, and the
SLORC soldier replied: “1 annot Karen. Don't talk to mein Karen. Just take of f
your watch fromyour wrist and giveittomenow!” Sothemangaveittohim. | am
surehewasaBurmese soldier. Peoplesaid that the Karen DKBA soldiershad put
soot ontheir facesand that the Burmesedidn’t. | couldn’t recognize them because
their faceswereall thesame. They all looked black inthedark.
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Atlast the DK BA returned to their own camp when they saw thefireenginescoming
tothe campto extinguish thefire. They must havethought that thesetruckswere
fromtheTha Army.

When | cameback to Huay Kaloke camp, al | saw werethe housesin flames, the
peopledisorganized and the Thal fireenginesnot doing anything to the burning houses.
They were parked till at adistance, and the Thai policemenwereaso staying till at
adistancejust looking around. Actually | am not sure, police or soldiers. They
didn’t haveany guns. They worebrown uniformslikethe Thai police. Maybethey
were firemen. | also saw some people from Mae Pastanding ontheroad. The
firemen extinguished thefire only when everything wasalready burnt down. The
houseswere burning continuously for about 3 hours.

| don’'t feel angry withthe DKBA. | don’t want to kill them. We can understand
each other becausewe are Karen. | just hatethe Burmese, SLORC. Only afew
DKBA cameand they did nothingto me. The Burmese soldierstried to shoot my
mother but the DKBA soldiers stopped them from killing her. They a so stopped
them from harming me when | wastrying to push my motorcycle. The DKBA
soldiers helped me escape by calling away the Burmese soldiers. [Note: Atthis
stage of the events shewas not actually surewhich soldierswerewhich.]

My mother has practically nothing left, just afew things. Shehasno gold. They
aready knew that wedidn’'t haveany gold. Weonly had somemoney. | remember
that we invested about 50,000 baht in this shop. Later on weincreased it up to
70,000 baht, maybe more, but lessthan 100,000 baht. That included the shop and
theclothing. All burnt down.

| don’'t missanything in particular, because many times my house has been burnt
down. Thisisthefourthtimethat my househasbeen burnt down duringmy lifetime.
| only want abetter life. Thereisonly onethingthat | regret most: my family album
of photographs.

Evenwhen my mother wasexpecting me, our housewasburnt downin Old Wankha.
But my first experiencewaswhen | was5 or 6 yearsold and wewerelivinginthe
new Wankhacamp. At that time, my father wasatrader. We al so had ashop then
and everything wasburnt down. | can remember my housebeing destroyed. 1t was
set onfireduring thefighting between the KNU and the Burmese. The secondtime
waswhenwewereliving at Wankhaonthe Thai sideand | wasabout 12 yearsold.
We had ashop theretoo and it was burnt down by the Burmese soldiers. But that
timewedidn’t losethe clothing becausewetook it al out ahead of time. Thethird
timewasat the new market in Huay Kalokelast year. 1t wasan accident: anIndian
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family’scarelessnesswiththeir goveintheir kitchen [most of Huay Ka oke market
was burnt downin March 1996 because of thisaccident].

Now we are staying in Mae Sot for a short time. We are renting ahouse. My
mother will start anew shop whenthe situation isbetter in Huay Kaloke.

Interview 12: HRV: Refugee,Incursion, Women, Child

Name: Saw Hai Kaw

Sx: Made

Age 18

Ethniaty: Karen student

Rdigion: Chridian

Marital status: Sngle

Address: BehKlaw (MaeL a) refugee camp, Thailand
Dateof interview: February 3, 1997

Placeof interview: Beh Klaw refugee camp, Thailand

Source: KHRG

[Saw Hai Kaw wasin Beh Klaw refugee camp when it was attacked by acombined
SLORC/DKBA forceon January 29, 1997.]

Theattack started at about 6:30 am. on January 29. Atthat timel wasstayinginthe
Bibleschool dormitory. | wascoming down fromthedormitory towork early. The
Bible School wasin Section C1 and the DKBA cameinfromthehilltop of Section
C1. They camefrom different partsinthat section. Just when | started workingin
the school compound, | heard acarbinegunshot. Then | heard heavy shelling. Some
shellsexploded but othersdidn’t. They shelled heavy weaponsto block off thegate.
During thefighting, we Bible School studentswent to hidein acavenearby. Whilel
wasrunning towardsthe back of thehill, one RPG [rocket-propelled grenade] shell
dropped nearby, so | raninto theteak plantation. That shell fell inthe bamboo and
killed an old woman who was hiding there with some children. | don’t know her
name but we used to watch tel evision together every night. Shemust have been 80
yearsold. Shediedinstantly. Two 4- or 5-year-old children wereinjured.

TheDKBA cameinat thetimewhenthe[security] soldierswererotating their duty,
soonly threesoldierswereleft. That waswhy the DKBA wasableto reach thefoot
of thehill of section C1. Some DKBA did not even have any weapons- they came
into the camp just to set the housesonfire. Only afew of them had guns, like AR,
AK47,RPG-7,and M 79 mortars[the AR isacut-down version of theM 16 automeatic
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assaultrifle; AK47 isan automatic assault rifle; RPG-7 isashoul der-launched rocket-
propelled grenade; and M 79 isarifle-sized grenadelauncher]. | saw someof them
cominginand blowingawhistle. Thewhistlemeans*” Start fighting!” Then others
camein. Sothey sarted fightingin Section C1 becausetherewasnot enough security
inthat areatofight against them. The security soldiersdidn’t haveenoughguns. One
of thevillagerstold methat at that timethree DK BA went shouting into the houses,
“Isthereanyoneinthishouse?’ Thenthey shot their gunsinto the housesand set
themonfire. Afterwards| saw six burnt housesbut other people said therewere 15.

Whilel washidinginthetesk plantation, reinforcementsof Beh Klaw security soldiers
arrived. One of them who camefromthe other side of the camp wasinjured on his
hand. Hedidn't fedl hisinjury because hewas concentrating on hisduty. Heonly
noticed it when he saw the blood seeping out of hiswound. Another Bible school
student and | cleaned hiswound and dressed it.

When thereinforcements camel felt encouraged and went to ook around near the
fighting. 1 followed the soldiersbut not too closetothem. Whentheshellsfell, I hid
under theteak trees. The DKBA retreated up to the hilltop, from wherethey were
till fighting. During that time, some DKBA werekilled. Peopletold methat three
DKBA died but | saw only one dead , under the bananatrees. Whenthismanfell
down another DKBA camedown to save him, but hegot injured so heleft hisfriend
under the bananatrees. Besidethe dead body we found agun, abackpack and a
cassette player [stolen from one of the houses] which had been damaged by the
gunshots. We opened hisbag and we saw materialsfor minesand bombsand wires
to hook themupto explode. | felt very sad for our Karen people. Healso had an
amulet to protect hislife. These arethetricksof the Myaing Gyi Ngu monk [U
Thuzana, chairman of DKBA]. Arethemonksnot holy? | don’t understand.

About 30 soldierscamebut | only saw theonewho died. They woreuniforms, the
sameasthe SLORC, but “ Thawka Thu Po” waswritten ontheir badges. It means
“themonk’ssoldiers’. | think they cameto loot thingsfrom the refugees.

They fired about 35 artillery shells. Some exploded near people shouses. During
thefighting therefugeesran out of thecamp. Someof themrantothefoot of thehills.
For two or three days afterwardstherewasno oneinthecamp. | didn’t even see

my family.
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Interview 13: HRV: Refugee, Incursion, Killing

Name: Naw G’ Mwee Paw

Sx: Femde

Age 49

Ethniaty: Karenmedic

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status. Marriedwith 6 children

Address: Huay Bone (Don PaKiang) refugee camp, Thailand
Dateof interview: February 6, 1997

Placeof interview: Huay Bon refugee camp, Thailand

Source: KHRG

[Naw G’ Mwee Paw, amedic at Huay Bone camp clinic, wasthere when it was
attacked and burned on January 28 1997.]

On January 28 1997, they burnt our camp. At thetimel wasdeepinginahouse,
very closeto my own house. | wasnot in my own house.

ltwas9:45 p.m. Karentime[10:15 Thai time]. Atfirst, weheard onegunshot, just
onegunshot, and the peoplewho were staying together with mein that housed| ran
away. But | came back to my own houseto get my daughter, because my husband
was staying therewith my son and my daughter and he couldn’t carry them both [ her
sonisdisabled and her daughter is21/2 yearsold]. Withinafew seconds, we heard
avery strong voice near our housewhich said “ Catch them! Shoot them! Don't let
them get out of thecamp!” Wesaw alot of men with gunsrunning out of the bushes
to Section 2, toward our house and directly toward the clinic. They entered the
cliniclooking for whatever they needed. Atfirstthey didn’t comefor me. But when
they didn’t find thethingsthey needed, they cameto my house, surrounded it and
then ordered the othersto guard my housewhile some of them cameinto thehouse
and pointed their gunsat me.

Ten of them cameinto my house. They al had guns. They didn’t shoot at me but
they poked mewith their gunsand said, “Don’t run or wewill shoot you!” They
pointed their gunsat me and asked mefor thekey of theclinic. | gaveit to them.
Oneof their leadersordered them: “ Look through thishouse and open al thethings
init. Afterthat hesaid, “Don’t do anything. Don't touchthisAuntie! Don’t hurt
her!” Sothe soldierswho were standing bes de me stepped away fromme. | took
the key and my little daughter. | carried her with meto the hospital, the soldiers
followingme, and | looked for themicroscopeintheclinic[the DKBA areusudly on
ordersto get microscopes when they raid refugee camps]. When | opened the
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cupboard, | didn’t find the microscope. But these men who came to get the
microscope, they didn’t even know what amicroscopeis. They looked everywhere
but couldn’t findit. | gavethem medicinetotakeback [to Burma] and use. At first
they put themedicineintheir bags, but afterwards one of them told me, “Auntie, |
don’'t need these. Inour place, wehavealot of medicine.” Hegaveitback and |
closed the cupboard and came back to my house. Whenthey cameout of theclinic,
they talked to one of theleaderson thewal kie-talkie- they said, “We haven't found
the microscope. What do we do now?’ One of the leaders said on the walkie-
talkie, “How isit that you can’'t find it? Today they wereusingittodomaariatests’.
They were speaking very loudly so| could hear very clearly. They werespeakingin
Karenlanguage over thewalkie-talkie, not Burmese. Theleader told them over the
walkie-talkie, “ Threaten that woman and you will findit.” Thesecond time, they
climbed into theclinic by themselves, but didn’t call me. They found itinthebreast-
feeding room. They took themicroscope. Wewere staying under our houseand we
could hear their voices. They were speaking very loudly. When they brought the
microscopeout of theclinic, themanwiththewalkie-talkie ordered: “Burnit down.
Burnit down!”

| wasunder my house, | looked at theclinicand | saw that it started to burn. Then
my house and the camp office [next door] started to burn. There were about 30
soldiersthere, and at other places maybe alot more, but | just saw the oneswho
werenear my houseand theclinic. They weredressed in uniformsand al of them
had guns, but | don’t know which kind. One of thegunswasvery short and alot of
themwerelong. | could not seevery well at nighttime. \We could not use our torch-
lights, andthey weretraining their torch-lightson us. Only someof themwereDKBA.
SLORC soldierswereaso amongst them. Asfar as| know, the soldierswho came
andtalked to mewere DKBA, but outsidetheclinic many of thesoldierswereslent.
They didn’t speak. Onewoman told methat when they were outside the camp she
heard them speaking Burmeseto each other, but insidethe camp they didn’t speak
aal.

| saw theface of the onewho asked mefor thekeysbut | didn’t know him. But their
eyeswerevery strange. Their eyeswerered and they |ooked at ussternly, likethey
werecrazy. | am surethey had taken some medicine. When they addressed meat
first they werevery aggressive, but afterward they became softer.

First, they surrounded the camp, then after the gunshot, some of them ranto the
clinic and my house but another group went to the market. They shot one Thai [a
merchant who sold thingsinthe camp]. | didn’t seethat. Early thenext morning |
came back to themarket and | saw alot of blood on the ground, and the peopletold
me, “Oh! Min Yen'shusbhand wasshot last night!” When heheard that the DKBA
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werecloseto us, hejumpedinto hiscar and tried to drive out of thecamp. Thenhe
saw one DKBA soldier infront of himwho ordered himto stop the car, but hetried
to drivethrough and they shot him dead. Hewashitin hisleg and hisbladder, insgde
thecar. | don't know hisname. Hewas Thai. Hiswifewasalso Thai. They did
businesshere. They had ashopinthemarket. Hewasstaying aoneinthecamp that
night [without hiswife].

At that timethey ordered usnot to run away: “If you run away, wewill shoot you!”
So my hushand told them, “You are burning our houseand yet you don’t let usrun
away.” But wetried to escape and we ran to the field outside of the camp. We
didn’t runtoo far and we could seethewhole camp burning. They stayed around for
about 4 hours. Whenthefirewasnearly finished, we could hear them shouting: “All
burnt. Now wemust go back.” We could seethem with their guns, we could even
count them! We stayed very quietly just outside the camp. We couldn’t go far
becausewe had no shoes. Sowetried to hideinthe bushes, and we spent thewhole
night therein thefieldsoutside of the camp. We couldn’t saveany of our belongings.
We only had the clotheswewerewearing. That night, | didn’t wear asweater, only
ashirtand my sarong, and it wasvery cold. | hadleft my jacketinmy house. | had
764 baht init to giveto someoneinthecamp. That day | couldn’t find the person,
so | had kept themoney in my jacket to giveto himthenext day. | waskeepingthe
money very carefully, but at that timel didn’t remember about my jacket and it was
burnt. | lost an electric keyboard [a portabl e battery-operated piano keyboard,
which are used by many Karen churches] and my cupboard with all our clothes
insde. Alsomy medica dictionary, | logtitall.

Atthat time, wedidn’t know that they were al so burning down Huay K al oke camp.
We could seethelight of thefirein the sky but wedidn’t know whereit wasfrom
[Huay Kaokeisjust 10km. further south]. It wasnearly at the sametimethat they
set our camp onfire.

Therewasno Thai security in our camp and nobody was staying at the checkpoint.
Usudly they stayed inthedaytime, sometimesat night too. But if they heard that the
newswasnot sogood|[i.e. that theremay bean attack], they went away. 1t happened
at nighttime, so there was no security for us. But the next morning, alot of Thai
soldierscame, checked the situation and asked many questions.

Afterwardswe came back to the camp, but we had no more housesand nothing to
cook. A lot of peoplewerewithout any pots, without anything. So the monk who
was staying here announced to the people: “If you have nothing, you can cometo the
monastery. Especidly for thebabies, wewill givericefor you.” [Themonastery was
not burnt down.] Theadultshadtowait. A lot of peoplecameand atethere. Some
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ricewasleftinthemonastery. Somefamilieswho had ricecameand gaveit tothe
monks, and themonksgavefoodto thevillagers.

| didn’t hear of them looting anything inthemarket. Personaly, | believethat their
leadersonly ordered themto do two things, to get the microscope and to burn down
thecamp. Atthetimel felt angry but asovery sad. Thepeopleherefdtsosad. A
lot of them were crying because they had nothing I eft, not even clothes. Sincethen
and even until now we have been d eeping outside of thecamp. Only afew families
have some blankets. Thesmall children under 5 yearsold especially, have been
catching colds. We vealso had afew casesof malariaand diarrhea.

For thefuture, we can do nothing. | don’t know. Wearewaiting to know what we
should do, whereweshould go. A lot of peoplearewaiting to hear what the leaders
will say andthey will follow. If they are asked to go back to Burma, they will refuse
todo so. Butif webuild our houseshereagain, they will surely comeand burnthem

again.

| wasinthe camp when DKBA attacked us. 1t wason August 23, 1996. Asl was
afraid, | wasnot in my house but in another onein the camp [there were already
rumorsin the camp of apossible attack because DKBA soldiers had been seen
gatheringjust acrosstheborder]. They didn’t send any messages beforehand.

First they entered KaNa Su [an outlying section of therefugee camp]. Thecamp
leader told methat it happened at about midnight. 1 didn’t hear the shooting because
it wasabout threekilometersaway. They killed Mgor TunKyi there. Thevillagers
said that about ten of them [DKBA] crossed theriver and came directly to Major
TunKyi’shouse. Hishousewasabit distant from the other houses. They surrounded
hishouse. Hiswiferan out of thehouse. Mgor Tun Kyi asotriedtorun out of the
house but he only got down the stepswhen somebody shouted to him and shot him.
They didn’'t ask anything. Major Tun Kyi asked, “Whoiscoming?’ Hegot no
answer and hewas shot. Hewashit by many bulletsin hischest. Hewasinthe
KNU before. Hewas 70 yearsold and had retired. He had four children. That
night, only Maor Tun Kyi and hiswifewere stayinginthehouse. Their children
werenot staying together with them becausethey wereat school, oneof hisdaughters
isaschool teacher inthiscamp [the main section - thereisno school in KaNaSu]
andtheeldest oneismarried. Hiswifethinksthat if shehadn’t managed to run out of
the house, she would have been shot too. Wethink that maybe the SLORC told
DKBA to go and find someonelike aleader, aK NU leader or acamp leader and
arrest and kill him. Weall know that they are controlled by the SLORC.

After they had killed him they entered hishouse and took all the clothesand all his
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money too, 70,000 baht. Nothing wasleftin hishouse. | think that they cameto
catch him, but after they got him they al so wanted to get hismoney. InKaNaSu
they alsowent to PuKyi’shouse. They stayed therefor afew minutesand pointed
their gunsat hisfamily. They didn’t ask or stedl anything. They only frightened them.
| just heard now that they al so took the clothesin another house.

Thesamegroup camehere. They entered the camp [main section] at nearly 2a.m.
They didn’t take the path -- they crossed the cornfield and came to the well in
Section 7. One of the men saw them with their guns but he thought they were our
own camp security guards. Only later did heredlizethat they were DKBA. They dl
had guns. My son also saw them, but it was night-time and hedidn’ t know whether
they werewearing uniformsor not. My sonwasnot stayingin our house. Hewas
near thetop of theroad and he saw them passing by. Maybethey camein separate
groups, because dogswere barking at various places.Then they must havejoined
together in the camp.

That night | wassleeping and | didn’t notice anything. Only inthe morning, my
husband told me. When | went back to our housein the morning, my husband was
complaining: “Last night | didn’t sleep. | want to sleep now.” So, | asked him,
“What happened to you? Why didn’t you sleep?’ And hetold me*“DKBA came
around our house, but they didn’t ask or take anythinginour house.” Hesaw them.
Heknew it was DKBA becausethey had guns. Inour camp nobody carriesagun,
and we can recognizethe Thai soldiersby their uniforms. Thosethat my husband
saw didn’'t wear uniforms. He saw one man standing at the steps of the camp
secretary’s house [next door], two here and one or two there. The dogs were
barking at them. They lighted their torches, and the dogswere barking alot. We
have5 dogs, soif someone comes, thereisso much noise. Afterwardsthey went to
the hospital. Only one of the nursesand one patient were stayinginthelPD [in-
patient’ sdepartment]. They went in and shonetheir torchesbut didn’t ask anything
and didn’t take anything.

They went and surrounded Aung Gyi’shouse [Aung Gyi had recently married an
American teacher who had just | eft the camp the previousday]. They werestanding
therewith an RPG [rocket-propelled grenade launcher], the neighbors saw them.
Three men entered hishouse and |ooked inside the bedrooms, but they didn’t find
anyone. Only the headmistresswasstayinginthehouse. They said, “Whereisthe
foreigner? We want to see the foreign woman and Padoh Captain [Aung Gyi’s
father, whoiswiththe KNU]”. But shedidn’t answer and pretended shewasad eep.
Shefdtsoafraid. Threetimesthesamenight they surrounded hishouse, but only the
last timethey cameand searched inside. But they didn’t find them sothey Ieft. The
only housethey entered inthiscamp was Aung Gyi’shouse. They knew very well.
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They wanted aforeigner becausethey think that forelgnershad alot of money. And
Saw Captain belongsto the Timber Department of the KNU and they wanted |eaders
likehim.

They went to some shopsand ordered, “ Openthedoor. If youdon't openit, wewill
doit ourselves.” They took some bread and tinsof sardines, and other thingsthat
they could eat. One shop wasleft nearly empty. They carried everything away
themsealves. They also arrested two people and asked them for money, 1,200 baht.
They couldn’'t giveit, but the DKBA didn’t do anything and | eft them. No onewas
taken away. They stayed inthecamp for about 2 hours, thenthey left at 4 am.

Wethink they came herefor some people, leadersthat they wanted, but they didn’t
do anything becausethey didn’t find them. Eventhe section leaderswerein hiding
[therefugee camp section leaders]. They didn’t ask therefugeesanything.

Everyonewasafraid but they couldn’t do anything. Most peopleheredidn’t even
know what happened. Sections1, 3, 4 and 5 knew but the other side of the camp
didn’t noticeanything. They didn’t shoot here. Only the next morning the other
peopl e heard the newsand got frightened too.

Onthe24th, nothing happened, but on the night of the 25th they fired heavy weapons
nearby again, acrossfromthefields, onthe Karen sde[just acrosstheborder]. One
ortwofell onthe Tha sidenear theriver but didn’t explode. | heard 5 shells. People
woke up and ran away fromthe camp, somea ong theroad and someto the cornfields.
They didn’t come back to the camp that night and stayed outsidethe camp under the
trees. Itwasraining. Some peoplehad aplastic sheetsbut somedidn’t. Somewent
tostay inthe Thai [farmers’] field huts. My husband alsowent to stay inaThai hut.
That night | stayed herebut the next day | went to stay in Mae Sot with my children.

Now weareafraid. Whenthey cameweknew some of them [DKBA soldiers] and
nothing happened. Maybethat wasgood for us. But yesterday we heard that some
villagersouts dethe camp saw them again, and thistimethey didn’t recognize any of
them - so maybethe SL ORC changed them because when they camethey didn’t do
anythinginthemain camp. SL ORC wanted themtokill someoneor burn the camp.
Before, they sometimes used to visit some villagerswho they knew, but without
guns. Thiswasthefirst timethat they camewith guns. Each of themhadagun. The
villagerswereso afraid. Thecamp leader will haveameeting with KRC [theKaren
Refugee Committee] and the NGO’ s[theforeign Non-Governmenta Organizations
who supply therefugee camps] to seeif weshould move. It will not beeasy to move
somany families.
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[After the attack on the camp on 24 August and the shelling of the area on 26
Augug, therefugeeswerelivingin extremefear and no onewasdegpinginthecamp
at night. They had moved their valuablesout into thefarm fieldsand went out there
todeep every night. By 10 September, most of them returned to stay inthecamp.]

Recently, | heard that the local troopswere asking the peoplefrom our villageto
comeback. Thiswasbecausethey needed civiliansto work ontheir forced labor
projects. Our villagewasassigned to providethelabor for the construction of the
Moe Htaung motor road. SLORC ordered every villager to returnto their village.
Anyonewho failed to comply would havetheir land confiscated by the SLORC
authorities, inaccordancewith ordersgiven by Mgor HlaMin, local commander. In
addition to supplying unpaid labor, our villagewas al so required to pay 6,000 kyats
per week as porter feesto the SLORC.

Interview 14: HRV: Forced L abor, Refugee, Relocation,Killing,
Livelihood

Name: Saw HsahMuhLah

Sx: Made

Age 54

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marita satus: Marriedwith six children

Address: NanKaPraovillage, Tenasserim Division
Dateof interview: February 18, 1997

Placeof interview: temporary siteon Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

[Saw Hsah Muh Lahwasavillageelder in Nan KaPrao village, and was one of the
few men allowed to crossthe border by the Thai authorities]

The SLORC made problems about building theroad from Le Nyato Boke Pyin.
Sowe couldn’t stay there, and we had to come up here. Theroad had all been built
before, webuilt it, then when it wasfinished therainscameand ruinedit, thenwehad
tobuilditagain. Sowehadtogo. If you couldn’t go you had to pay money, and if
you couldn’t pay money then you had to go. If we couldn’t go we had to hire
someone, sometimesit was two or three thousand kyats, sometimes one or two
thousand. We had to go one time every month, one person from every house.
Therewereover 40 housesin Nan KaPraovillage. If theadultscouldn’'t gothenthe
children had to go, children around 12 and 13 yearsold. And old menover 50 or 60
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yearsold often had to go on behalf of theyoung men. Eachtimeit wasfor about 14
or 15days. TheBurmesedidn’t giveanything, they [thelaborers] had to take care
of themselvesand surviveontheir ownfood. Some of them got sick, and thenwe
had to substitute them with others.

Nan Ka Prao village was ordered by the SLORC to move. We aready had to
movetwo monthsago. The Burmesecametothevillageand ordered dl thevillagers
tomoveto LeNya, whichwasintheir area. It wasabout threeor four hours walk
away [from Nan KaPrao]. Some of the villagers moved there because they were
afraid, but somedidn’t go there or come here, they just fled and stayed somewhere
else. Asfor us, wefled up here. The Burmesekilled two of thevillagerswho didn’t
gotothereocation place, and they said they wouldkill al thevillagerswho disobeyed
them and fled somewhere el seif they saw them.

They killed thetwo villagersin theforest near Nan KaPrao village. It wasabout a
month ago. OnewasKyi Lin. Hewasover 30 yearsold, he had awife and four
children. HewasaNan KaPrao villager. The Burmese saw him when hewas
harvestingriceat hisfarm. They didn’t ask him anything, they just shot him dead.
They said they would kill any villagerswho disobeyed and didn't gotoLeNya. And
they didit.

I know the other who waskilled too. That happened thefirst time the Burmese
came, over two monthsago. Over 100 soldierscamefrom Battalion 358. They
gathered all the malevillagersand took them aong with them. Therewasayoung
man among the villagers and the Burmese accused him of being aKaw Thoo L el
[Karen army] soldier and then tortured him. Later on, they realized hewasnot a
Kaw Thoo Le soldier, but they killed him anyway. They killed himaongtheway.
Even hisparentsdidn’t know, and no one dared to search for hisbody. Hisname
was Saw Peter. HewasaNan KaPrao villager, about 22 yearsold.

| would guessthat maybe over 40 households moved to Le Nyaasordered [from
other villagesaswell asNan KaPrao]. | don’t know how they stay there. Maybe
they haveto build theroad. Asfor us, wedidn’'t gothere, instead we cameto the
Karen areaamong Karen people. Many peoplearestayinginthejungle. But we
would starveif westayed along timeinthejungle, that’swhy we cameup here. And
up hereisKaren revolution area, so | thought we’ d have some hope of getting [or
growing] somefood.

The SLORC burned our village. Therewerefour villagesin Nan KaPrao area--
Nan KaPrao, Ler PaDoh, Waw PaDoh, and Kyet Der. All of them were burned
by the Burmese, they did the sameto all thevillages. They burned all the houses,
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they atedll our livestock and they cut down all the coconut treesand betelnut trees.
Noneof thevillagerswerethere, everyone had run away. They say we help Kaw
Thoo Lei [KNU/KNLA], and Kaw Thoo Lei istheir enemy. They had ordered
everyoneto move, sothey said if people didn’t movethey were going to destroy
everything and everything we had. Whenwe camehere, | could only bring two or
three pieces of clothing. We came asagroup of two or threefamilies, 14 or 15
people altogether. It took usfour nights along the way because of the children.
Therewereno Burmesea ong theway.

When we first arrived we got rice from the Karen revol ution, because we were
staying with them. Thenwhenthey didn’t haveany morefood for usthe gawlewah
[westerners] hel ped uswithfood. Now we vebeenin Thailand for fiveor six days,
becausewe don't darestay in Kaw Thay Luanymore. The Burmesewere coming
thereto attack and destroy, sowefled here. Thereare about 70 households here
now. Altogether over 200 people[actually 282]. Thereare peoplefrom NanKa
Prao, Waw PaDoh and Ler PaDoh, and from Kaw Thay Lu village. Asfor the
peoplefrom Ze Daeng, they couldn’t come up hereevenif they wanted to, because
the Burmesewere making many problemsfor them and blocking them.

Interview 15: HRV: Relocation, Refugee

Name: Naw Lah Lah Htoo

Sx: Femde

Age 30

Ethniaty: Karenhill farmer

Rdigion: Animig

Maritd satus: Marriedwithfivechildren

Address: NanKaPraovillage, Tenasserim Divison
Dateof interview: February 18, 1997

Placeof interview: temporary siteon Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

There are about 40 or 50 housesin Nan KaPrao village. We got here over two
months ago because the Burmese expelled us. They came up to Nan Ka Prao
village, ordered the villagersto move and made problems. They burned all the
houses. Some of thevillagers came up here and some of them went down to the
Burmese area. We came here quietly, so the Burmese didn’t know. The people
who went down wherethey ordered are stayingin Kyaw Mote. Asfor me, | would
not movethere. | fledwhenal the other villagerswererunningintothejungle. We
wereinthebush for about threeweeks. Then | went and stayed at Boke Pyinfor
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about aweek, then | went back to my villageagain and it had already been burned
by the Burmese. | couldn’t do anything, so| cameto stay herein Kaw Thay Lu. |
couldn’t bring ong any deeping-mats, | just brought a ong somericeand oneblanket.
Thenwe couldn’t stay in Kaw Thay Lu becausethe [Karen] leaderswereworried
that therewould betroublesfor uswhenthe Burmesecame. That waswhy wecame
here[1km. into Thai territory]. | cameherewithal my children. My husbandistill
staying on themountaintop [the Thai authoritieswould not | et him crossthe border,
eventhough heisjust avillager and hasnever been asoldier].

Thereare many Karen villagesin Nan KaPrao, like Nan Ka Prao, Waw PaDoh,
Ler PaDoh, Kyet Der, etc. Waw Pa Doh has 12 houses, Ler Pa Doh has 30
houses. All thesevillageshad to move. Now thereare still somevillagersliving
there, but they’ verun and are staying in theforest [around their villages]. They were
ordered to moveto Le Nyaand MaKaw, which are among the Burmese and the
Mon. TheBurmesesaidthey wouldkill dl thevillagerswhowerelivinginthejungle,
they said that these were bad people. They said all the people who stayed inthe
jungleor cameto Thailand are bad people, that weall helped Kaw Thoo Lel [KNU/
KNLA], and that only the people who went to their [rel ocation] place were good.

Thereareaso Thal and Burmesevillagesin Nan KaPrao area. The Burmesemake
difficultiesfor themtoo. All thevillagers[Karenand others] who stay around Le
Nyaor go down to the placesamong the Burmese haveto build theroad and carry
heavy things[asporters]. They’ rebuilding aroadto Boke Pyin, and oneto LeNya
Kee and Nan Ka Prao. The Burmese said they would build acamp in Nan Ka
Prao.

TheBurmeseand Thai villagersarefleeing hereadso. Only afew of the Thai villagers
aredtill stayingtherenow. Some of them aremoving to Thailand.

Now | am separated from my husband. He hasn’t come becausethe Thaiswon’t
allow the men to crossthe border together with us, so all themen haveto stay in
Kaw Thay Lu. The Thaisonly alowed four mento comeand stay hereamong us. |
don’t know why the Thaisdo that. My husband isnot asoldier, heisjust avillager.
| don’'t know how long I’ [l haveto stay here, but I’ ve been here aweek now.

Wejust got riceand salt whilewewerefleeing [from the KNU]. Yesterday wewere
given some sardinesand noodlestoo. My children are healthy but | am not well, |
feel bad and have paininmy back.
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Interview 16: HRV: Refugee, Relocation, Forced L abor, Livelihood

Name: Naw Htoo Paw

S Femde

Age 21

Ethniaty: Karenhill farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marital status: Single, savensblings

Address: NanKaPraovillage, Tenasserim Division
Dateof interview: February 18, 1997

Placeof interview: temporary site, Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

I"'mabhill ricefarmer, but our farm hasbeen | eft behind becausewe hadtoflee. The
Burmeseordered usout startingin 1996, they ordered usto movetoLeNya. Some
people moved there but asfor us, wedidn’'t want to stay among the Burmese, sowe
cameto the Karen revolution area. Before we stayed on the hill, but the Karen
leaderstold uswe had better comehere[into Thailand] becausethemilitary Situation
was getting worse. Thereare Nan KaPrao, and Kyet Der, Waw PaDoh and Ler
PaDoh villages, closeto each other inmy region. They al haveto move, andthe
Burmese burned al of them. Some of the peoplewent to the Burmese[relocation
place] and half of uscameto therevolutionarea. Only afew householdsfrom Nan
KaPrao went to the Burmese place. Some othersarejust staying along the way
therebut not going al theway tothe Burmesearea. Thosepeoplearebuilding smal
sheltersand farminginthejungle. Itisonly redly old menand old womenwho can’'t
walk, can’'t do thingsor can’t seewho are going to the Burmese place. From other
villagesafew are here, afew are hidingintheforest and afew went to the Burmese
place.

Beforeweleft fromthevillage, al of ushad towork for the SLORC. Peoplehadto
build theroad and carry heavy things, and some people had to pay money whenthey
couldn’t gothere. Theroad goesfrom BokePyintoLeNya. Inour villagewejust
collected money and sent it to the Burmese,

Thereareover 40 housesin Nan KaPrao village. Our village has been burned by
the Burmesetwotimes. They have already burned three of my houses. Thefirst
timewas about 20 years ago, and the second timewasin [November] 1996 when
wewerethere. It wasafter they ordered usto moveout. They burned many houses
except thechurch. Atthat time, | washidinginthejungle. Wewereinthejungle,
tryingto build asmall shelter likethisone[shewasbeing interviewed inatiny 4-foot
by 5-foot shelter intheforest with aplastic sheet for theroof]. Later, someKaren
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soldiersand villagerswho had gone and seenit told usthat the Burmese had burned
every house except the church.

After we had decided to leavefor the border, wehid somerice, salt and fish-paste
inthejungle, sothat whenthingslikethishappenwecould getit. Also, whenthese
thingshappenwecarry alittlericealong with us, sowe can survivefor ashort time.
Thenwefled out to here.

Wewere stayinginthejunglefor oneor two months, and the Burmese attacked the
Karen once when wewerethere. Wejust kept moving around in thejungleand
staying along the upper reaches of streams. If the Burmese had seen usduring that
timeit wouldn’'t have been easy. They would surely havekilled us. Thenwecame
here. We spent four nights on the way to get here. We couldn’t bring anything
except two setsof clothing, all our other thingsweretaken by the Burmese. Asfor
thefood webrought, it wasall finished ontheway coming here. Thenwhenwegot
herethey [theKNU] gaveussomericeand sat. At first they gaveusten plates, five
blankets and one pot becausethere areten peoplein our family. Wearrivedin Kaw
Thay Luin November.

There are 22 households herefrom Nan KaPrao village. Inthejunglethereare

more peoplethan thereare here. They would comeif the situation was better, but
for now they just haveto hidein thejunglein the upper reaches of the streams.

Interview 17: HRV: Refugee, Livelihood, Relocation

Name: Naw Wah Mo

Sex: Femde

Age 50

Ethniaty: Karen, hill farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marital status: Married withfour children

Address: NanKaPraovillage, Tenasserim Divison

Dateof interview: February 18, 1997
Placeof interview: Temporary Site, Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

When the SLORC cameto my villagel wasinthevillage, but wedidn’t dareface
themsowefledintothejungle. Later | saw the placesthey’ d burned. Therewere
no more houses, nothing wasleft. All thehouseswere burned except for the church.
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Someof thevillagemoved tothe areaasordered by the SLORC. They have made
raftsand areliving onthewater [in sheltersbuilt on bamboo raftsin theriver] and
othersareliving onthesand bank [thesandy riverbank]. | wasn't there, but someone
who saw it told me. | heard that the people who moved there are now building a
motor road. TheBurmeseordered al of the peopleto movethere, but wedidn't go.
| don’t know why the Burmesedo thingslikethis.

I’ ve been staying in Kaw Thay Lu for two monthsnow. Now we have come here
[acrosstheborder to Thailand] becauseweare afraid of the Burmese. | don't think
we can go back to Nan KaPrao. If thesituationisgood we cango, but not if itis
bad. We'rereally afraid right now.

Interview 18: HRV: Forced Labor, Relocation, Livelihood,
Child

Name: Saw Bleh

Sx: Made

Age 46

Ethniaty: Karenhill farmer

Rdigion: Animig

Marital status: Married with four children aged
Address: Ler PaDohvillage, Tenasserim Divison

Dateof interview: February 18, 1997
Placeof interview: Temporary Site, Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

The SLORC cametothevillageand ordered usto move out, but wedidn’t and we
fled. It wasabout threemonthsago. They said that they wouldkill usif they caught
us after that. There are about 30 housesin Ler PaDoh village and 20 housesin
Waw PaDohvillage. Waw PaDohisright acrosstheriver fromNanKaPrao. Ler
PaDohis30 minutes’ walk from Nan KaPrao.

| wasinthevillagewhenthe soldierscameto my village. They cametothevillage
and they burned all thehouses. | washiding inthebushes. | saw them burningthe
paddy inmy ricebarn, the paddy which | grew onmy own hill farm. Therewerealot
of them. It wasover two monthsago, thenthey cameagain. They cameand burned
the housesthreetimes, because thefirst and second timesnot all the houseswere
burned completely. After thethirdtimeall thehouseswereburnt. All 30 houses.

Firg, wejust went and hid in areasupstream. Altogether three householdsfrom Ler

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma




464 HRDU

PaDoh arrived here. M ore householdswent to the Burmese placeinstead of came
here. It took threedaysto comehere. All our children cameonfoot withus. This
oneis5yearsold, andthisoneis4.

We dared not stay there [just across the border at Kaw Thay Lu] because the
Burmesewould attack, sowehad to fleeinto Thailand. If the Burmesearrivethere
wewon't dare stay hereeither, we' || haveto moveto another place.

We can't stay back inour villageif the Burmesearethere. If the Karenleaderstéll
usthe Burmese are not there anymore then maybe we can go and stay there.

I nterview 19: HRV: Forced L abor, Prison L abor, Torture

Name Inpo

Age 25yearsold, single, male

Parents names U Gwan Sheinand Daw YinKYyi

Nationdity Burmese/Buddhist

Address Nine Pagodasward, Mergui

Dateof interview February 21, 1997

Placeof interview Htaw MaPhyoerefugee camp

Source Information Department, Tavoy, Mergui district

I had amost finished my sentencein Mergui prison when | wasforced towork asa
porter. My release datewasat theend of February 1997. But, during thefirst week
of February, al prisonerswere sent to thefrontlineto serve asportersby the prison
authorities. Only afew could afford to pay themoney to avoid being sent to thefront
line

The cost to avoid conscription asaporter depended onthe authorities. Most charged
3,000 kyats, but some charged 5,000 kyats. | could not afford to pay and, asa
result, had to go and work asaporter. Obviously, | did not want to go because|

knew that it wasdangerous. However, | did not have any other choice.

300 prisonersfrom Mergui prison weretaken asporterson February 11. Aspart of
our supplies, weweregiven onewhite prison uniform, one blanket and onejute bag.
Later, wewereall takento Tavoy by boat. Therewereno civiliansin Tavoy thenext
day. Fromthere, weweretakentothe LB 25 base. | spent one more night there
and on February 13, weweretaken to thefront line by truck. | had never beento
thisarea, so | did not know where we were heading or which villageswe were

passing through.
Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma




HRDU 465

Our portering dutiesbegan oncewearrived at thevillage. | wasforcedto carry a
half bag of ricefor thesoldiers. When | couldn’t carry it any further, the soldiers
ordered meto carry ammunition instead. | was beaten several times because |

wasn’t strong enough to carry my quota. Many portersfaced the sametreatment.

Somewere beaten and some died because of thisbrutal trestment. | saw one porter
killed by one such beating. Because hewassick and too weak to carry hisload, he
requested of the soldierstolet himrest. However, the soldiersforced himto keep
marching until hecollapsed. Later, thesoldiersbeat himto death. Thiswastheonly
killing I witnessed but | heard that many porterswerekilledin other columnsfor this
samereason.

Only inthefirst two days, wewere provided with rice by thesoldiers. Ontherest of
thedays, thetroopsonly gave usthe boiled bananatrees. We did not havetimeto
rest whenthe soldierstook rest inthevillage. They ordered usto pound raw paddy
tomakerice. Wehadto carry heavy load continuoudy without any rest and wea so
had to work whilethe soldiersweretaking rest. They had ameal that we made, but
they did not provide enough food for us. They just ordered usto find the banana
treesto boil and eat. Some attempted to escape. Only the lucky people could
manage to escape. | think about 100 were ableto escape. The unfortunate were
rearrested and badly treated.

| wasa so among the lucky onesbecause | wasableto escape. | think | would have
diedif | had had to continueto serve asaporter in the SLORC army.

Interview 20: HRV: Relocation, Refugee, Child

Name: Saw Wah

Sx: Made

Age 68

Ethniaty: Sgaw Karen, hill ricefarmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd satus: Married with oneson

Address: Meh K’ Teevillage, DooplayaDistrict, Karen State

Dateof interview: February 26, 1997
Placeof interview: KeHeePa ehtemporary site, Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG

| anfromMeh K’ Teeismy village, | got herethreedaysago. We camethrough Tee
YuKeg, upto Hto Kaw Kee, then to Meh Kwih Kloh, and from there we crossed
the car road and reached Hto Kaw Kloh [river] at HtaK aw, then wewent down to
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Meh Kwih Lah Per. Oneof our friendsdied there because he stepped onalandmine.
Hisleg wasblown off and hedied. Sowedidn’t dare continue and we dept there.
Hewas about 20 yearsold. Hewasavillager but | don’t know the name of his

village

Thenext morning weclimbed up themountain. Therewereabout 300 of usatogether
including women and children, from variousvillages. Somefrom Plaw KeePa,
somefrom Meh K’ Tee Hta, somefrom Htee Meh Wah. Many peopleranwiththeir
children onto Htee Sgaw Sgee. But | don’t know what happened there becausewe
were behind the others. The Burmesedidn’t see us because we camethrough at
nighttime. Inthedaytimewestayedinhiding. It wasthreedaystotrave to here, but
if I count fromwhenwefirst ranfromour villageit took us 10 days, going step by
step from placeto place. We arrived herethree daysago.

The SLORC soldiers chased usand tried to find uswhen they entered the village.
They ordered somevillagersto go and call back thosewho were hiding. They said
they would give written passesfor thosewho went back, but they shot at thosewho
ran away fromthem. Peoplehere haveseen quiteafew villagerskilled just because
they ranaway from the Burmese. The Burmese shot them without asking questions.
It'simpossiblefor usto go back to our village aslong asthey arelikethis. If we go
back they will divide usinto two groups, thosewho have money and thosewho have
nomoney. Thisiswhat | understand. [i.e. they would dividethevillagersinto those
who can pay extortion and thosewho will haveto do forced labor.]

The people staying farther inside haveto fleearound from placeto place, because
there’sno easy way for them to makeit here.

Interview 21: HRV: Relocation, Refugee, Child

Name: Saw Maw Lay

S Made

Age 438

Ethniaty: Sgaw Karen, hill ricefarmer

Rdigion: Chridian

marita datus: Married with saven children

Address: Meh T’ Ler village, DooplayaDidtrict, Karen State
Dateof interview: February 26, 1997

Placeof interview: KeHeePa ehtemporary site, Thai-Burmaborder
Source: KHRG
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Eleven peopleinmy groupjust arrived now. TheBurmeseareinour villagenow. |
saw them when we were hiding in the jungle. | saw them arrive. None of the
villagersweredtill inthevillage. When| saw them they didn’t do anything, but we
dared not stay there because wewere afraid of them.

We vedeptintheforest many nightsalready! | think we spent threeweeksonthe
way. Wesdleptinthebush, for sure. Sincewe startedto flee. Somevillagersgo
back. Themenwent back to get things. Me, | didn’t go back tothevillage. The
Burmese came, | didn’t dare go back.

Nooneisleftinmy village, everyoneiscoming here. But many aretill climbing over
the mountainsto comehere. Wehad to climb abig mountain. Wedept along the
path three nightson theway coming here[note: they’ ve been deepinginthebushfor
threeweeks, but fled the area of thevillagethree nightsago]. Thereare over 60
householdsin Meh T’ Ler, and some people are bringing a ong some cattleaswell.
PeoplearefleeingfromMeh T’ Ler, Po St Mu, Taw Ghaw Law, Kwih Kler. Some
of them have arrived here, but many are still left inthejungle. 1 came with my
children. | couldn’t bring anything except these clotheson my body. Some of my
daughtersand sonsarein Kwih LaTaw already. And thischild herewasbornjust
two daysago, to my daughter-in-law. Alongtheway [he pointsto themountainto
thewest]. Twodaysago. Intheforest.

Interview 22: HRV: Refugee, Religion, Killing

Name: Nurul Idam

Sx: Made

Age about 40

Rdigion: Mudimmerchant

Address: Kyaikdonvillage, DooplayaDisdtrict, Karen State

Dateof interview: February 27, 1997
Placeof interview: KaHeePal eh, Thailand
Source: KHRG

The SLORC soldiersdestroyed the mosquein my villagewhen they arrived there.
They took all thewooden boardsfrom themosque, from thefloor, thewal lsand the
roof, and burned them. They also burned some villagers' houses around there.
They asokilled two peoplefrom Meh KaHtee Hta. Peoplewho came herelater
sawital. Thebrothersand family of oneof themenkilled aredl staying here- that
ishisniecethere. Her hushand was staying with her uncle, and hejust arrived here
yesterday. The Burmesekilled her unclethree days ago, because hewasill and
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unabletorun. Hewasjust avillager, but he couldn’t run because of illnesswhenthe
Burmesecame. Only threewere leftinthevillage. All threewerekilled, and two of
themwereMuslims. They were staying between Tee ThaBlut and PaKlaw Kee
villages. Their nameswerePaMot, Maw Mot Kya, and Hu Sein. All of themwere
men. Hu Seinwasnot so old, though Maw Mot Kyawasolder, hishair waswhite.
Hewas about 50 yearsold.

Therearemany villagersstill in Kyeikdon area, even my sistersand brothers. But
not in the village, they are scattered here and there in the jungle and on the
mountainsides. Maybe some have gone downto thetownslikeMoulmein, | don’t
know. Weran and came here.

Interview 23: HRV: Refugee, Religion, Women, Killing

Name: Ni Ni Sein

S Femde

Age 20+

Rdigion: Mudimmerchant

Maritd status: Marriedwith no children

Address: NaKreeHtavillage, DooplayaDidtrict, Karen State
Dateof interview: February 27, 1997

Source: KHRG

| know that SL ORC killed three personsfrommy village. Whenthey werelooking
for their cattle, the SLORC saw them and killed them. They broketheir legsand
arms, and they took out their eyes. Peoplesaw my uncleafter hewasdead and they
told me. It happened four daysago.

Among thethree, my unclewasone. HisnamewasPaMot. Hewasover 60. His
wifeisdead, and hischildren and son-in-law areintherefugeecamp. HelivedinPa
Klaw Nee, and hefled to PaKlaw Kee. SLORC saw himthere so they killed him.

What about the other two men who were killed?

Their nameswere SanBoand SoeTin[ak.a. Hu Seinand Maw Mot Kya; villagers
are often known by more than one name]. Soe Tinwasover 30, and so was San
Bo. They dsohadwivesand children. Their familiesareinthejungle. They couldn’t
run. The SLORC blocked theway. Two of themenwereMudimsand Soe Tinwas
aKaren Buddhist.
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Many of my villagersaredtill hidinginthejungle. They cannot run. They try very
hard to come here but they cannot. The SLORC blocksthe way. Some of the
Buddhigtsreturn againtotheir villages, but theMudimscannot return. If theMudims
enter thevillage, the SLORC beat or kill them, and taketheir things. They want to
stay intheir villagesbut the SL ORC saysthey cannot stay there. Only for Mudims.
If Buddhistsand otherswant to stay therethey can. InKyaikdonthe SLORC didn't
burn the houses but they broke apart the mosque, and they aso burned theMudlim
schoal.

In other villagesthey didn’t burn anything, but if they seeany Muslim peoplethey
catchthem. Yesterday many Mudlim peoplearrived herefrom PaKlaw Keearea,
over 200 people. | have been herefor ten days. When the SLORC cameinto Pa
Klaw Keeareathey asked “Wherearedl theMudims?’ Someof the Karen people
liedtothemand said, “Wedon't know, they all ran away”.

Interview 24: HRV: Refugee, Religion, Arrest, Killing, Forced
L abor

Name: Maung Thet Lwin

Sx: Made

Age 29

Rdigion: Mudimday |aborer

marita satus: Married with no children
Address: Meh K’ Teevillage, Karen State
Dateof interview: February 27, 1997

Source: KHRG

| just arrived hereyesterday. | stayed a ong theway for eight days. | didn’t seethe
SLORC, but | saw the places where they had dug the ground [for trenches and
bunkers]. | cametogether with about 50 men, 30 women and about 150 children,
all fromdifferent villages. From Kyaikdon, PaKlaw Ni, MehKaTeeHta

Thereare no Muslimsleft inthe areabecause the SLORC won't allow usto stay
there. They confiscated al of thevillagers belongings, and thenthey droveall the
Mudimsout of thevillage. They fireedintotheair behind usasweran away until we
wereadl out of thevillage. They said they would send dl theMudimsback to India.
Asfor the Burmese, Mon, and Karen people, they gave them passesto stay inthe
village. But they drovetheMudimsout to Kwin Kaay. They sent about 100 people
together with their 28 bullock carts. Then when they got to Kwin Kaay, they took
al thebdongingsof thoseMudimsand | eft themwith only theclotheson their bodies.
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Some of the hushandsfled and arrived herewith nothing, and their wivesare still | eft
there. Two of those peopleaready arrived here. They said someof the otherswere
arrested by the SLORC and killed, that four of the peoplewere already killed by
SLORC.

Whilewewereinour village, the SLORC ordered thevillagersto send 60 people
for aweek at atimeto build their Army camp. They must do that every week. It's
thesameasgoing for portering. They order the peoplefrom Kyaikdon, Meh Naw
Ahtobuildtheir camp . They aredoing that now.

Interview 25: HRV: Refugee, Incursion, Killing

Name: Naw Lah Paw

Sex: Femde

AGE 30

Ethniaty: Karen

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Marita status. Married with two children
Address: ShoKlohrefugeecamp, Thailand
Dateof interview: March 5, 1997

Placeof interview: Sho Khlo camp, Thailand
Source: KHRG

[Naw Lah Paw isthewifeof theleader of Section 3 of Sho Kloh camp, who washit
intheshellingandkilled.]

| havebeenlivingin ShoKlohfor about 11 years. OnJanuary 4, | wassdlling lottery
ticketsinthemarket. Thenwhen | heard an explosion | wasstayingin my house. |
started running towardsthe bunker [after Sho Klohwas shelled in June 1996, most
familiesdug asmall bunker near their houses] and | looked for my children. It was
about 4 p.m. Burmesetime[4:30 Thai time]. | heard 3 or 4 shellsand thelast one
landed right here[about five metersinfront of her house]. | stayed inthe bunker
whiletheshdlslanded. | wondered “What ishappening?’ becausetherewasalot of
dustintheair,and | looked at my husband. | saw himfaling down there[pointing at
the footpath outside her house]. When the mortar landed, hewasin front of the
house shouting at the childrento stay still and hidein the bunker. | shoutedtohim
loudly that the children and | were aready inthe bunker. Just as| spokea mortar
landed there ashewas coming towardsus. It wastoo latefor himto get into the
bunker. Hisnamewas Saw Pay. Hewas 33 yearsold, Sgaw Karen and Buddhist
likeme. Hewasthe section 3leader.
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| saw himlying down just likethat. | thought that he was dead because hewas so
quiet and stayed till. 1 didn’t seehisinjuries, but peoplesaw himwounded and took
himto the hospital about 30 minutesafter theshelling. Theother peopledidn’t want
meto go, so | went back to thebunker again. My parentsheard that hewaswounded,
so my father came up to me about 15 or 20 minutes later and | came out of the
bunker again. But the othersforced me back into the bunker because they were
worried for me. At that timel asohad my youngest childinmy arms, so| couldn’t
leavehim lying inthe bunker alone and therewasno onetolook after him. Whenit
was dark, | followed my mother walking and running to the hospital becausel
wanted to see my husband. Peopledidn’t let me see him becausethey wereworried
that | would beupset. When | saw him, hiswoundswere covered. Hewasinjured
by four piecesof shrapnel - inhisneck, inhisside, inhisstomachandinhisright leg.
The people sent him to Mae Sot by car along with hisbrother. | couldn’'t gotoMae
Sot with the child and went to stay in my mother’shousein Section 2. Thenext day,
| tried to go down to Mae Sot but | could only get to Beh Klaw [half way]. | went
to seehim about aweek | ater. At that timehelooked better. He had an oxygen pipe
going into histhroat and he couldn’t speak. Two weeks|ater, he becamethin and
couldn’t eat well but he could speak alittle. Onthe February 12, hedied. My
brother-in-law told me. They burnt hisbody inthe hospital. | didn’t even know
when hewasburied.

Oneuncle[older man] also got injured whilehewas stayinginthe bunker. 1 wasin
hisbunker and hewastrying to get into my bunker. | wastoo afraid to stay inmy
bunker, so | had goneto his. Hegot injured on histhigh andit broke hisbone. His
houseisjust hereand hischildren arestaying with hisson. Hiswifeisaready dead.
The people carried himinahammock to the [camp] hospital. | saw him therewith
bamboo slats on both sides of hisleg, tied up with abandage from the hip to the
ankle. They sent him to Mae Sot together with my husband. Heisstill in Mae Sot
hospital now.

Altogether theshelling lasted for about five or ten minutes. | think it wasDKBA who
firedtheshells. They werecoming from Baw PaHtaarea. | think they have bad
feelingstoward us, but we have done nothing to make them feel thisway. | don’t
know why. The Thai soldiersin Sho Klohdid nothing. | didn’t hear themfiring
back. They just stayed likethat. About five or ten minuteslater, Thai soldiersfrom
Mae Plufired threeor four shellsback.

| dare not think about thefuture. | feel scared and sad. We haveto stay alert. |
don’t want to go back to Burma. Only if thereispeacewould | liketo go back. If
thesituation goesonlikethis, | don’t want to go back. If everybody movesto Beh
Klaw | will go too, becauseit isnot safeto stay separate from the other people. |
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will follow the others, though | believethat Beh Klaw isnot safer than Sho Kloh. For
now, | am stayingin Section 2 with my parents.

Interview 26: HRV: Refugee, Incursion, Killing

Name: SawvWinHlang

S Made

Age 25

Ethniaty: Karen shopkeeper

Rdigion: Mudim

Marita status. Sngle

Address: ShoKlorefugee camp, Thailand
Dateof interview: March 6, 1997

Placeof interview: Sho Klorefugee camp, Thailand
Source: KHRG

[Saw Win Hlaing was one of the three people wounded by the shelling.]

| havebeenlivingin ShoKlohfor thelast tenyears. | liveinthemarket of Section4.
It wasabout 5 p.m. when the DKBA shelled into Sho Kloh. Assoonaswe heard
the shelling, we closed the shop. Asl wasclosing the door ashell exploded about
seven or eight yardsaway, in front of my shop and thevideo house. Actually the
mortar camethrough theroof of thevideo house and exploded inthemiddlie[no one
wasinthere]. 1t damaged thewallsof the video house, my house and my thingsin
theshop. A pieceof shrapnel hit me. | wastheonly onehurt by that mortar shell. |
waswounded in the back of my shoulder [thetop corner of hisleft shoulder]. My
family wasaready inthe bunker and | went to the back of the houseto my family. |
waited for about half an hour until theshelling wasover. My wholeshirt got soaked
with blood. Then my younger brother carried meto the hospital. Heisbigger and
stronger thanme. | arrived therefirst, beforethe other two wounded people. There
wereoneor two medicsbut no patients, al of them had fled to the bunkersnear the
hospital. The medic washed thewound and didfirst aidtoit. Two other people
were a so wounded: Saw Pay, the section 3 leader, and one old man | don’t know
the name. We had to wait for acouple of hours. We didn’t dare go without any
security guard. Atabout 7 p.m.aThal Army car took usto Mae Sot hospital. There
werethree patientsand two medics. In Mae Sot, the doctorstook out the shrapnel
and dressed my woundsthat night and | cameback herethe next day. |1 only stayed
onenight at Mae Sot hospital. Now my shoulder issometimesnumb. If | work for
morethan 10 minutesit givesmecramps. Itisstill painful when| slegp onmy left
Sde.
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Fiveshellslanded in Sho Kloh [four exploded and at |east oneor two did not]. They
shelledfrom Baw PaHta. | didn’t seethem but | heard them, especialy the onethat
hit me. One shell landed in front of my house, one at the monastery, one at the
church and another oneinfront of the section 3leader’ shouse. That last onehit and
wounded him. Oneleader dug up thetail of the shell andtold methat it wasa2.5"
mortar. | fedl very angry and resentful about this, but sncewearerefugeeswecan't
doanything. | believethiscould happen again, and wewill just runif we can escape.
| don’t want to moveto Beh Klaw because of thedifficultiesfor my family. Altogether
thereareten peoplein my family, six brothersand sisters, my parents, my sister-in-
law and myself. Now we have no money to movethere. If our leadersask usto
movewewill move, andif they ask usto stay wewill stay. That'sal. Stayingin Sho
Kloisbetter than staying in Burma, becausethereisalot of fightingin Burmanow.
| usedtoliveinMoeNai villagein Hlaing Bwetownship. ShoKloissafer thanmy
village. | want the organizations of the wholeworld to help the Karen refugees.
Thereisno hopefor improvement through the peacetal ks between SLORC and the
ethnicgroups. It canonly be possiblewith theinterference of thewholeworld and if
SLORC transfers state power to Aung San Suu Kyi. | think thesituationin Burma
might be better if Aung San Suu Kyi comesto power.

Interview 27: HRV: Refugee, Women, Child, Torture, Forced
Labor, Religion

Name Naw G’ Mwee Paw

Sex: Femde

Age 30

Ethniaty: Karen

Rdigion: Chridian

Marita satus: Married with two children
Address: Meh K’ Teevillage, Karen State
Dateof interview: March 23, 1997

Source; KHRG

The SLORC troop cameto my villageand weran. Wedared not stay and weran.
| can’t remember exactly when because | was so frightened. Maybethe February
22. Twodaysbeforethe Burmesearrived at Meh K’ Tee, weleft our village.

After the SLORC arrived, did you go back to your village?

Yes, only once. After | saw what was happeninginmy village, | dared not go back
again. It wasjust aweek ago, on Friday. | cameback here on Tuesday.
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Can you tell what was happening in your village?

Yes, | cantell something. The Burmese asked thevillagersto show themaround. If
they couldn’t show them [what they wanted)], they kicked them, beat them and
persecuted them. The Burmese arrested one woman who had a one-month-old
baby and her husband when they wererunning and stayingintheforest. They beat
thewoman. They accused them of being Kaw Thoo Lel and they tortured thewife
aswell asthehusband. They beat them very mercilesdy. They tied them, beat them,
kicked them. They were accused of receiving visitsfrom Kaw Thoo Lei [Karen
soldiers]. | know her. Her nameisNaw Blu and peoplecall her husband Maung
Kyaw. Sheisover 30 yearsold and her husband ismaybe 38 or 39. | didn’'t ask
themtheir ages. | didn’t seethebeatingsbut | saw the bruiseson her face. | was
only there for ashort time and she told me about that. | saw her face black and
bruised. They kicked her, dlapped her face and insulted her. Onesideof her face
wasvery swollen. Shecansee. Itisalittlebetter now. Shetriedtotreat herself.
Her husband, they beat him and kicked him. They tortured him so badly that he
couldn’'t eat. They arrested them for oneday andinthe morning they rel eased them.
But becausethey’ d tortured him so much, hedidn’t even know anymore whether
he' d been kicked or punched or stomped on. They kept asking things without
giving themtimeto answer, just kicked and asked and kicked again. They didn’'t
even know how their faceshad become so bruised. They didn’t do anythingtothe
baby. Just thewoman and the man.

Did the L ORC ask them many questions?

They asked so many thingsand the coupleexplained everything. They told about the
man who had ahunting gun. So the soldierswent to that man and beat him badly.
Hisbody wasvery serioudy swollen, and hisfacewas so swollenthat hewas nearly
dead. Only because of that hunting gun. He gavethe hunting gun to them but they
werestill beating him. Heranto theforest and cameback again, and they tortured
himagain. When| arrived at thevillage, they had aready released him.

They tortured the man and the woman, the man with the hunting gun and another
two. Of the other two, onemanwasvery afraid and couldn’t answer any questions,
so they beat him once. Theother one, | don’t know how or why but they accused
himof havingrelativesin Kaw Thoo Lei. They beat himtwice. That happenedthree
daysbeforel arrivedinthevillage.

How many houses are there in the village?

Morethan 60, but now thereare only six houseswith peopleinthem. Theother
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villagerswent to stay in other villages, in Saw Hta[Azin] and inthiscamp. Because
they wereafraid, they went to stay wheretherewerealot of people. The Burmese
didn’t allow themto stay in Saw Htaand ordered themto stay inMeh K’ Tee. But
thevillagersdared not stay in Meh K’ Tee because there were only afew people
there.

What el se happened when the SLORC came?

They destroyed some betel nut trees and coconut plantations. They cut them down
and atethem all. They just cut them down to destroy them. Therewerealot of
coconutsin Meh K’ Tee but now thereare noneleft. 1 don’t know what they did
withal the coconuts, but they took the betelnut to sell. They carried so much betel nut
away withthem. They shot somecattlefor food. They ateall thechickens. They
destroyed al thepaddy andrice. They took it to the stream and poured it down. All
therice of the peoplewho fled was destroyed. | saw oneof the pastors' ricethrown
away. Maybethey thought that something might be hiddenintherice. They threw it
away intheriver and alongtheroad. They took somericefor themselves, someto
sall, and therest they threw away. [The purposeisto destroy food suppliessothe
villagerswill be destitute and unableto feed Karen soldiers; unlikein the Tenasserim
Divison offensve, where SLORC soldiersare desperatefor rice, in DooplayaDistrict
their supply linesare better so they can smply destroy it.]

Now thevillagersareafraid of the soldiersand they dare not go back. Thesoldiers
movehereandtheredl thetime. They stay at Nat Zin Gone, ontheway to Th’ Waw
Thaw [Sakanthit]. Someothersstay at Htee Yu K ee sometimes, but whenthereare
no villagersthere they leave and go to Taw Th'Naw Kee, becausevillagersare
gayingthere. Thesoldiershaveno bunkers, just sheltersand small holesfor protection.
Thenthey cameto stay at PaKlaw Kee. That ispermanent, but they don’t build.
Instead they stay inthevillagers houses.

They don’t do anything to the houseswherethe owners<till stay. But if the people
haverun away and the soldiers see their housesin good condition, they accusethe
ownersof being Kaw Thoo Lei. They [the soldierg] try to sell these houses, but
nobody daresto buy them!

Do the villagers have to work for the soldiers?

Yes. They havetowork. They demand two villagersand onebullock cart each day.
They usetheseto carry away so many thingsbeongingtothevillagers, likeoil tins
and bamboo baskets[everything left behind by thosewho havefled]. Thepeople
fromMeh K’ Teehaveto goto Saw Hta[Azin] towork. Thepeoplefrom Nat Zin
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Gone haveto show theway to the soldiers[do |abor as guides/human shields).
Do they have to be porters?

Yes. They haveto carry food and other things. Asfor ammunition, | don’t know.
Along theway the soldierseven takethe hatsoff thevillagers heads, then when they
forget them in someone shousethey order the portersto go and get it back for them.
Thevillagershaveto carry thingsto Saw Hta. If they aregoing further, other villagers
haveto carry theloadsfromthere. InMeh K’ Teewedon’t haveto build theroad,
butin Kwih Kler thevillagershaveto do that.

Why did you go back?

| went to see my house, and whether my possessionswerestill thereor not. Inmy
housetherewereonly two or three pots. Therest had disappeared. Plates, spoons
and food had disappeared. They destroyed part of my house, but not al of it. I1twas
awooden house. They destroyed all my betel-leaves. At Meh K’ Tee Htathey
completely burnt down the school, the church, and al thehousesin theareaaround
thejunction of theroads. Not even onewasleft.

Was it easy to go and come back between here and your village?

Itisavery longway. Wewent onfoot and had to climb hillsup and down about one
day’stravel. But for thewomen and thosewith children, it takesabout three days.
We had to ask permission first from the Burmese. When we asked, they asked us
detailed questionslike, “Whereareyougoing?’ “What areyougoingtodo?’ Then
they dlowed us. Itishard on both sides[of the border]. Weareafraid. Onmy way
back some Burmese soldierstold meto call therefugeesback. They said, “You
know about Huay K aloke and the other camps|[burned and destroyed in January].
If you don’t comeback, assoon asyour housesare built the samewill happentothis
[Noh Po] camp.” They threatened usthat they would maketroublefor therefugees.
The conditionsare not good onthe Burmeseside. Therel wasafraid all thetime.
Heretoo. | don't know wheretogo. Weareafraid al thetime. Everywhereitisal
the samel!

Interview 28: HRV: Refugee, Repatriation

Name XXXX
Sex: Mae
Age 34years

Dateof interview: March 12, 1997
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Placeof interview; Thuka, Thai-Burmaborder near Thom PaPon
Source: Bl

Inthemorning, after breakfast, on March 3, | wasin Thu Kacamp and wasplanning
togointothejungletolook for firewood. However, at that time everybody inthe
camp wastalking about apossible SL ORC attack against the camp, and they were
very frightened. We got amessagethat stated the SL ORC troopsat WWaL oung Toe
had goneinto thejungle and were possibly heading towards Thuka.

Weleft Thukacamp at 12 noon, and whenwearrived at Mong SeMine (onthe Thai
sideof theborder), weweremet by four Thai Border Patrol Police(BPP). Thefour
BPP menimmediately made abarricade of bamboo acrossthe road but none of us
cared about thebamboo or the Thai border police. Oneof the Thai border policemen
even got pushed over by our crowd and hefell on hisback. TheBPP said, “We
cannot stop you, but you will haveto return soon; assoon asthearmy arrives.” We
wanted to continue past the M ong Soe mine since the mineareamight not be safe
from SLORC mortars. TheBPPrefusedto et usproceed tothissafer area. Atthis
time many of the children were crying because of thirst and the heat; it wasthe
hottest time of theday. Therewasabig treethere but impossiblefor all of usto
receive enough shade.

One spokesman went to the BPPto ask for permission to get drinking water from
the nearby stream and they said that only three peoplewould bealowed at atime
TheBPPsad, “I amworried that youwill goinsideour country.” The spokesman
got very angry and told him that wewere aready in Thailand. Three peoplethen
went to the stream to get water for the other thirsty refugees.

We stayed at that hot placefor about one hour, and then atruck camewith 18 Thai
soldierswearing uniforms. Theperson | thought wastheleader wasusing very sharp
language and said, You cannot stay hereany more! | know that the SLORC isfar
from Thu Kaand you haveto returnto thecamp. If thereisfighting at Thu Kawe
will allow youto comeback. “Atthistimel thought, “1 know the situation much
morethanyou.” But | kept it to myself.

At 2 p.m. thefour BPP, and the 18 soldiersstarted to push all of usback alongthe
road towards ThuKa. | saw awoman, 43 yearsold, with aweak heart who became
weak and dizzy when the Thai soldiers shouted, “Go! Go!” Her husband and |
massaged her back and dowly started climbing the steep d opetowardsthe border.
None of uswanted to go back becausewewereafraid of the SLORC morethanwe
wereafraid of the Thais. We delayed the process by siting down. Someeven|lay
downontheground. Wethought that if wewent onlikethis, the Thaiswould not
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push usback. However, they continued to physically push us; they pushed meinthe
back twice, shouting “Go! Go! Go!” in Thai. Somewomen dropped their loads
onto theground, and the soldiers put theloads back onto thewomen's heads.

Oneof therefugeesthrew away her wholeload in despair when the Thais put her
discarded load back onto her head. Shewascrying, but | had no timeto take care
of her because | was afraid and had to continue. Normally it would take us 10
minutesto get up thefirst dopeto KeBaw Yu Plaw (aflat field ftill onthe Thai side
of theborder), but wearrived at thefield at about 5p.m.; it took usthreehoursinal.
Everybody washungry so some people put downtheir bel ongingsand started cooking
andeating. Thenit startedtorain. Thisstarted alot of activity to find shelter. Some
people had not received any plastic sheeting asthey had just arrived at Thukafrom
their home. There were about 50 sheets of plastic on the ground, and | started
sharing themwith those who had nothing. We even gave some plastic sheetstothe
Thai soldierswho asked for some, so they would not get wet.

It rained for about one hour. Even though we had plastic asashelter fromtherain,
theground got wet. After that we started cooking again. Wedlept at KeBaw Yu
Plaw that night. Thenight wasfilled with the criesof children and the peoplewere
very coldinthenight. | could only deeptwo hoursthat night. | thought about my life,
and | missed my baby very much. Whenweleft our village my baby wasonly two
monthsold. Shegot diarrheaand died. My wifeand | had cometo Thailand to seek
safety and now wewere being pushed back. | thought that the SLORC or DKBA
could burn down our camp as happened inthe Mae Sot area. After what | saw that
day, | think that evenif the SLORC or DKBA did this, the Thai soldierswould not
care. | wasthinking and worrying what might happen the next day if they would
continue shouting, “ Go! Go! Go!” andreally pushusal back toBurma. | finaly fell
adeepat4am.

Inthe morning we cooked and after breakfast wethought that the Thaiswould alow
usto stay, so some people started cutting bamboo for huts. The Thaisdid not say
anything so more of usbegan building dightly larger shelters. At around noonthe
Thal soldiersstarted collecting the refugees again by using aloudspeaker. Most of
the peopl e had found shelter in the bushes and had slept spread out. Very slowly,
people came out while othersignored thecall. Thecommander said, “If you do not
comeout | will takeout all toNai E Taung by truck.” (Nai E Taungisthe SLORC
base camp in the area.) When we heard what the commander said, we al got
frightened and came out onto the middle of thefield quickly. The soldierscounted
everybody and took photographsand video of us. Some peopledid not understand
what the video camerawas and thought it wasaweapon and werevery afraid, The
recording of therefugeestook about two hoursand thenthe Thaisallowed everybody
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toreturntotheir possessions. | thought that the Thaiswould not push usback again,
so | lay down to deep while some others started cooking dinner.

At about 2:30 p.m. | wasstill resting and otherswere eating whenthe Thai soldiers
once again started ordering usto go back. A few soldiers cut down our bamboo
shelterswith their knivesand again shouted, “ Go! Go! Go! Quickly! Quickly!” Some
peoplehad to throw away their riceand collect their belongings.

The peopledid not resist asmuch asthey did the day before, and the soldiersdid not
physically push them. Everybody went back to the Karen side of the border and
onceagain started building new houses. We have stayed here until now, but in my
opinionthe SLORC will definitely attack, and the KNLA{ Karen Nationd Liberation
Army} cannot stop them becausethey could not even stopthe SLORC in HteeKee
(the KNU district headquarters recently occupied by SLORC). | hope that the
SLORC do not come because | do not want to go to Thailand again, and | do not
want the Thai soldiers pushing usback again. Here, everybody isfrightened, even
me.

Interview 29: HRV: Prison Labor, Forced Labor, Torture,
Killing

Name: KoMaungMyint
Sx: Made

Age 32yearsold
Ethniaty: Burmese
Religion: Buddhigt

Dateof interview: March, 1997
Placeof interview: Sankhanburi border
Source: HRDU

| wasservingin Mergui Win Saung (aporter battalion) after | wassentencedto afive
years prison term with hard labor. Altogether, 130 people were taken from the
Mergui porter battalion on February 8,1997 for the military offensive against the
KNU. Weweretaken to Tavoy by boat and arrived intheevening. Wewerejoined
by other prisonersfrom Kyeik Chaung prison camp, Bokepyin prison camp, Kaw
Thaung prison camp and Tavoy prison. Inaddition, | saw many other civilianswho
had been forced to become porters. Our numbers reached approximately 2,000
(the exact number isdifficult to estimate because there were many trucksloaded
with porters, and | did not dare count the trucks out of fear the soldierswould beat
meup). From there, we were quickly taken to Thaung Thone Lon village by a
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convoy. Thesoldiersdid not let usrestin Tavoy, and droveusto Thaung ThoneLon
that night.

Whenwereachto Taung Thone L on, thetroops had aready been divided into three
columns. | wasin the column which marched through the Tenasserim River. The
officer | worked asporter for was Captain Moe Khaing. For the entire duration of
thejourney, | hadto carry six 81" motor shellsand two boxes of bullets.

Each group of porters(therewerefivein each group) wasgivenasmall box of rice
twiceaday. Sometimes, the soldiersshaped thericeinto small sticky balsand gave
usoneeach. They also gave uswater, but iswas never enough. Beatingswere
common. | wasbeaten severd timesbecausel could not walk asfast asthey wanted.
Corporal Win Myint punched mein theface and kicked mewithismilitary boots.
Afterthat, | could not walk properly and, asaresult, was scolded and beaten again.
Other porterswere a so beaten frequently. When wewere climbing the hillsand
mountains, we couldn’t always move fast enough becausetheloadswe carried
were so heavy. The soldiersbeat uson our backsand forced usto keep climbing.
They never alowed usto eventakeashort break. Than Htay, also aprisoner form
Mergui prison camp, was beaten to death by the soldiers when both of hislegs
swelled and he could nolonger walk dueto the non-stop marching. When he pleaded
withthesoldiersfor abreak, thesoldiersgot angry and beat him with bamboo sticks.
Finaly hedied. Many porterstried to run away whilethey wereresting at night. |
saw many porters collapse form exhaustion while they were carrying heavy loads
during thisoperation. If they weren't beatento death first, they wereleft behind,
without food or water, to die. Two prisonersdied between Taung Thon Lon and
Mettadied in exactly thismanner. Bothwerefrom Mergui prison and both carried
thesameload therest of usdid. But they werevery weak and sick and were |eft
onthesideof theroad unburied. Another twenty portersdied when they wereleft
behind without food and water, too weak to keep up with therest. Evencivilians
wereleft behind without food and water, too weak to keep up withtherest. Even
civilianswere not spared. They were not spared. In Mettavillage, two civilians
were shot dead becausethey did not follow the military’sordersto assemble.

Interview 30: HRV: Forced Labor, Arrest, Torture, Women,
Child

Name: MyintLwin

Age 24 yearsold

Ethniaty: Burmese, fisherman

Marita satus. married with aone-year-old daughter
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Religion: Buddhigt

Address. Nat Sek village, Tenasserim Division

Dateof interview: March 9, 1997

Source: Information Department, Mergui- Tavoy district

| wasarrestedinmy villagea ong with eight other villagers. PolicemenfromWinWa
village and militiarounded us up on February 9, 1997 for use as porters. They
arrested all themen inthevillageat random. Many escaped, but we were caught
whenthemilitiadiscovered our hiding place.

Weall weretakento Win Wapolice station and putinajail cell. Oncethere, wesaw
over 100 morecivilianswho had also been arrested to be used as porters. Thenext
day, February 10, al of usweresent tothebaseof LIB 25in Tavoy. Wewereheld
therefor an hour and joined by more arrested people. The number soon roseto
over 400, including around 200 prisoners. | did not know wherethey werefrom,
but they were al so rounded up for the samereason. Later they sent usto Heinda
villageand ordered ustowork for the LIB. 104. Soldiersforced usto carry supplies
for them. The column started moving after mobilizing for four days. | wasordered
to carry one 120 mm mortar shell. Another time, | wasordered to carry a120 mm
launcher with another porter.

Whenwearrivedto PyaThaChaung village, | saw soldiersfromIB. 431 grabbed a
Karen girl fromthevillage. The soldiersordered usto stay away and then gang-
rapedthegirl. | did not daretoinquire about the girl because| was so scared of the
soldiers. Wedid not even dareto talk among oursel ves about what had happened.

Therewasasmall clash between our column and the KNU near Pya Tha Chaung
village. After theclash, the soldiersfrom IB. 431 rounded up 25 Karen women and
fiveKarenmenfromthevillage. They wereordered to porter alongsidewith usthe
next time column moved. Thewomen were ordered to carry the equipment of the
soldiersaswell ascook and wash theuniformsof the officersin the column. Eleven
Karen women and one Karen elder were a so rounded up when they werefound at
abetel farm between PyaTha Chaung and Phaungdaw village. They wereused as
portersalso and besideshaving to bear heavy |oads, six of theyounger womenwere
forcedto deep withtheofficers.

All of uswere subject to beatingsby the soldiers. Beating wasvery common when
we could not carry our loads. Three prisonerswere beaten to death because they
werevery sick and could nolonger carry onwith their work. Soldiersbeat them up
and kicked them off themountain. | am surethey all died.

Wearrived in Htee Hta after the SL ORC occupied it. | escaped alonewith other
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fiveportersassoon aswegot achanceat HteeHta. Sincewedid not know thearea
well, weall wererecaptured the next day by troopsfromLIB. 224 at Amlavillage.
They beat usand ordered usto work for them. Fortunately, we managed to escape
again when the KNU troopslaunched an attack against LIB. 224 at Amlavillage.
Weran away during thefighting and hidinthejungle outsdethevillage. TheKNU
soldierslater found usand took usto thisrefugee camp.

Interview 31: HRV: Refugee, Incursion, Child

Name: Saw Hai Kaw

S Made

Age 18

Ethniaty: Karen, student

Rdigion: Chridian

Marita status. Sngle

Address: Meae Larefugee camp, Thailand
Dateof interview: March 2, 1997

Placeof interview: Meae Larefugee camp, Thailand
Source: KHRG

[“Saw Ha Kaw” wasin Beh Klaw refugee campwhenit wasattacked by acombined
SLORC/DKBA forceon January 29, 1997.]

Theattack started at about 6:30 am. on January 29. Atthat timel wasstayinginthe
Bibleschool dormitory. | wascoming down fromthedormitory towork early. The
Bible School isin Section C.1 and the DKBA camein from the hilltop of Section
C.1. They camefrom different partsin that section. Just when | started workingin
theschool compound, | heard acarbinegunshot. Then | heard heavy shelling. Some
shellsexploded but othersdidn’t. They shelled heavy weaponsto block off thegate.
During thefighting, we Bible School studentswent to hidein acavenearby. Whilel
wasrunning towardsthe back of thehill, one RPG [rocket-propelled grenade] shell
dropped nearby, so | raninto theteak plantation. That shell fell in the bamboo and
killed an old woman who was hiding there with some children. | don’t know her
name but we used to watch television together every night. Shemust be80years
old. Shediedinstantly. Two 4- or 5-year-old children wereinjured.

The DKBA cameinat thetimewhenthe[security] soldierswererotating their duty,
soonly 3soldierswereleft. That waswhy the DKBA was ableto reach thefoot of
thehill of section C1. Some DKBA did not even haveany weapons- they cameinto
the camp just to set the houses on fire. Only afew of them had guns, like AR,
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AK47,RPG-7,and M 79 mortars[the AR isacut-down version of theM 16 automeatic
assaultrifle; AK47 isan automatic assault rifle; RPG-7 isashoul der-launched rocket-
propelled grenade; and M 79 isarifle-sized grenade launcher]. | saw someof them
cominginand blowingawhistle. Thewhistlemeans” Start fighting!” Then others
camein. Sothey started fightingin Section C1 becausetherewasnot enough security
inthat areatofight against them. The security soldiersdidn’t haveenough guns. One
of thevillagerstold methat at that timethree DK BA went shouting into the houses,
“Isthereanyoneinthishouse?’ Then they shot their gunsinto the housesand set
themonfire. Afterwards| saw six burnt housesbut other people said therewere 15.

Whilel washidinginthetesk plantation, reinforcementsof Beh Klaw security soldiers
arrived. Oneof them who camefrom the other side of thecamp wasinjured on his
hand. Hedidn't feel hisinjury because hewas concentrating on hisduty. Heonly
noticed it when he saw the blood seeping out of hiswound. Another Bible school
student and | cleaned hiswound and dressed it.

When thereinforcements camel felt encouraged and went to ook around near the
fighting. |1 followed the soldiersbut not too closeto them. Whentheshellsfel, | hid
under theteak trees. The DKBA retreated up to the hilltop, from wherethey were
gtill fighting. During that time, some DKBA werekilled. Peoplesaidto methat three
of themdied but | only saw one dead DKBA, under the bananatrees. Whenthis
man fell down another DKBA came down to save him, but hegot injured so hel eft
hisfriend under the bananatrees. Besidethedead body wefound agun, abackpack
and acassette player [stolen from one of the houses] which had been damaged by
the gunshots. We opened hisbag and we saw materialsfor minesand bombsand
wiresto hook themupto explode. | felt very sad for our Karen people. Healso had
anamulet to protect hislife. Thesearethetricksof the Myaing Gyi Ngu monk [U
Thuzana, chairman of DKBA]. Arethemonksnot holy? | don’t understand.

About 30 soldierscamebut | only saw theonewho died. They woreuniforms, the
sameasthe SLORC, but “ Thawka Thu Po” waswritten ontheir badges. It means
“themonk’ssoldiers’. | think they cameto loot thingsfromtherefugees.

They shelled about 35 artillery shells. Some exploded near peopl€ shouses. During
thefighting therefugeesran out of thecamp. Someof themrantothefoot of thehills.
For two or three days afterwardstherewasno oneinthe camp. | didn’t even see

my family.
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Interview 32: HRV: Refugee, Incursion, Killing

Name: Naw Lah Paw

Sex: Femde

Age 30

Ethniaty: Karen

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Marita status. Married with two children
Address: ShoKlohrefugeecamp, Thailand
Dateof interview: March 5,1997

Placeof interview: Sho Klorefugee camp, Thailand
Source: KHRG

[“Naw Lah Paw” isthewifeof theleader of Section 3 of Sho Kloh camp, whowas
hitintheshdlingand died.]

| havebeenlivingin ShoKlohfor about 11 years. On January 4, | wassdlling lottery
ticketsinthemarket. Thenwhen | heard an explosion | wasstayingin my house. |
started running towardsthe bunker [after Sho Klohwas shelled in June 1996, most
familiesdug asmall bunker near their house] and | looked for my children. 1t was
about 4 p.m. Burmesetime[4:30 Thai time]. | heard 3 or 4 shellsand thelast one
landed right here[about five metersinfront of her houseg]. | stayed inthe bunker
whiletheshdlslanded. | wondered “What ishappening?’ becausetherewasalot of
dustintheair,and | looked at my husband. | saw himfaling down there[pointing at
the footpath outside her house]. When the mortar landed, hewasin front of the
house shouting at the childrento stay still and hidein the bunker. | shoutedtohim
loudly that the children and | were dready inthe bunker. Just as| spokea mortar
landed there, ashewas coming towardsus. It wastoo latefor himto get into the
bunker. Hisnamewas Saw Pay. Hewas 33 yearsold, Sgaw Karen and Buddhist
likeme. Hewasthe section 3leader.

| saw him lying downjust likethat. | thought that he was dead because he was so
quiet and stayed till. 1 didn’t seehisinjuries, but people saw himwounded and took
himto the hospital about 30 minutesafter theshelling.  Theother peopledidn’t want
meto go, so | went back to thebunker again. My parentsheard that hewaswounded,
so my father came up to me about 15 or 20 minutes later and | came out of the
bunker again. But the othersforced me back into the bunker because they were
worried for me. Atthat timel asohad my youngest childinmy armsso | couldn’t
leavehimlying inthe bunker alone and therewasno onetolook after him. Whenit
wasdark, | followed my mother walking and running to the hospital becausel wanted
to seemy husband. Peopledidn’t let me see him becausethey wereworried that |
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would beupset. When | saw him, hiswoundswere covered. Hewasinjured by
four piecesof shrgpnd, inhisneck, inhisside, inhissomachandinhisright leg. The
people sent him to Mae Sot by car dongwith hisbrother. | couldn’t goto Mae Sot
with the child and went to stay in my mother’shousein Section 2. Thenext day, |
triedto go downto Mae Sot but | could only get to Beh Klaw [half way]. | went to
see him about aweek later. At that time helooked better. He had an oxygen pipe
going into histhroat and he couldn’t speak. Two weekslater, he had becomethin
and couldn’t eat well but he could speak alittle. Onthe 12th of February hedied.
My brother-in-law told me. They burnt hisbody inthehospital. | didn’'t evenknow
when hewasburied.

Oneuncle[older man] also got injured whilehewas stayinginthe bunker. 1 wasin
hisbunker and hewastrying to get into my bunker. | wastoo afraid to stay inmy
bunker, so | had goneto his. Hegot injured on histhigh andit broke hisbone. His
houseisjust hereand hischildren arestaying with hisson. Hiswifeisaready dead.
The people carried himinahammock to the [camp] hospital. | saw him therewith
bamboo slats on both sides of hisleg, tied up with abandage from the hip to the
ankle. They sent himto Mae Sot together with my husband. Heisstill in Mae Sot
hospital now.

Altogether theshelling lasted for about five or ten minutes. | think it wasDKBA who
fired the shells. They were coming from Baw PaHtaarea. | think they have bad
feelingstoward us, but we have done nothing to make them feel thisway. | don’t
know why. The Thai soldiersin Sho Klohdid nothing. | didn’t hear themfiring
back. They just stayed likethat. About five or ten minuteslater, Thai soldiersfrom
Mae Plufired threeor four shellsback.

| dare not think about thefuture. | feel scared and sad. We haveto stay alert. |
don’t want to go back to Burma. Only if thereispeacewould | liketo go back. If
thesituation goesonlikethis, | don’t want to go back. If everybody movesto Beh
Klaw I will gotoo, becauseit isnot safeto stay separate from the other people. |
will follow the others, though | believethat Beh Klaw isnot safer than Sho Kloh. For
now, | am staying in Section 2 with my parents.

Interview 33: HRV: Refugee, Religion, Forced L abor

Name TheinMyint

Sx: Made

Age 34

Rdigion: Musdlim, shopkeeper
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Marita status. Married with threechildren

Address: Kyaikdonvillage, DooplayaDigtrict, Karen State
Dateof interview: March 24, 1997

Placeof interview: KNU 6th Brigadearea

Source: KHRG

| arrived heretwenty daysago. When | |eft Kyaikdon to come here, theenemy was
aready there. When first left Kyaikdon [just beforethe SLORC arrived], | stayed
intheforest behind Taw YaKyaung monastery near thevillagefor threeor four days.
My children becamesick, so | went back to thevillage and the soldierstold usto go
away. | went back tothevillagewith othersinthreebullock carts. Whenwearrived
at thevillage we went to fetch water at the mosque, and the sol diers saw us and
droveusout withtheir gunsby telling us. “ You, Mudlims, you cannot stay herel” We
could not even go back toretrieve our possessions. The soldiershad destroyed the
mosque, they burnt the [Muslim] school down and they toreup all theKorans. |

myself saw what the SLORC had done. | saw dl thereligiousbooksthey destroyed,
all scattered around, and | saw how they had damaged our mosque. | dared not
look at it toolong, becausethe soldierswere standing very closeto meand wouldn’t
alowmetolook at it. Sol bowed down my head and fetched thewater. | saw abig
gun inthe compound of the mosgque. The mosque had collapsed and scattered.
They cursed usMuslims, they said “Ngalo makalal” [ Fuck the mothers of all

Mudlims!”] They also asked me, “What areyou doing hereinthevillage? Would
you like to rebuild your mosgue again? If you want to you can!” | didn’'t say
anything, | just left the village with the bullock cart at about 12:30 becausethey
forced ustoleavethevillage. Wecan't destroy each other’sreligion andfaith. | felt
so sorry about that, so we went and dept in another village.

Thenwewent towards Sar PaDaw village, and we spent anight in Sar PaDaw. We
met thesoldiersagain. At thetime, many people and 23 bullock cartswerethere.
At Kaw ThaNu, another seven bullock carts, so altogether 30 bullock carts. When
wewere staying there, three soldiers came and asked for money, 3,000 kyatsfrom
usto buy pork. Thesoldierssaid, “ All of you, you cannot eat our food!” We hadto
buy onepigfor thesoldiers. [ Thiswasdoneasahumiliatinginsult, becauseldam
forbidsthe eating of pork.] They ordered usto buy it. If not, wewould be beaten.
Then we combined with the seven bullock cartsat Kaw ThaNu village and we spent
two nightsat Kaw ThaNu. Thenthey demanded 500 kyatsfor each cart. Altogether
we had to pay them over 15,000 kyats. Thenthe soldiersasked, “Whereareall of
yougoingto? Wereplied: “ToThanMaYa” Whenwearrivedat ThanMaYa, the
soldierstold us, “ You cannot stay here. You haveto go back toyour village!”

At that time, the passenger boat to Seik Gyi arrived. My family isbig. Altogether
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weare 8 people. | took the boat and went back to Kaw ThaNuvillage. When| got
there, thevillagers asked mewherewere our wivesand children. | explained to
themthat they wereall at Than MaYavillageand that | wasthefirst oneto arrive
back at Kaw ThaNu. | told thevillagerstherewhat happened to us.

To destroy our religion and our mosgue. Thesearethe cruel thingsthey didto us.
Thesoldiersdid that because they were ordered by the Army officers. They are
fromLIB. 22, LIB. 202 and Divison44. When | saw the mosquethey had aready
destroyed it with their hands, but after that they blew it up with minesand razed it
withabulldozer. Eventhoughthey didn't torture us, they destroyed our mosgueand
that’ swhat we can’t bear. They cursed usandforced ustoleave. Now the Buddhist
people who cometo the camp here say that at Kyaikdon gate near thevillagethe
soldiershavehung asignboard that says, “ No entry for Indians” [meaning Mudims).
Muslimsare strictly prohibited to enter Kyaikdon, but Buddhist people can stay
there.

When therewasfighting someMudimsranto Ber Kler [southeast dong theplainsto
the Thai border] and others ran to the mountains. It was at least an eight days
journey and they had to climb several mountains, but they didn’t meet the enemy.
The peoplewho ranto Ber Kler met the enemy, but now they’ veall arrived at the
[refugee] camp. Somefledto other villages, but many came here.

| met many peopledong theway who had to go asporters, from placeslikeMoulmein,
Thatonand Maw Tama. They arrived at Kyaikdon, but thenthey all were sent back
totheir places. After the SLORC settled at Kyaikdon they released the porters. |
met someof themat Seik Gyi. They wereordinary villagers. Weweretalking about
the SL ORC setting fireto our mosque, and they weretalking about how the porters
had to carry big gunsand bulletsfor the SLORC. | heard what they weretalking
about becausethey weresitting closeto me, but | didn’t dare ask them anything. |
heard them say that it took aweek to serve asporters, and that thosewho couldn’t
carry their loadswere beaten. They werenot only Mudims, but everybody. | saw
about 50 of them who were going back.

The SLORC arenow constructing aroad from Kyaikdon to Seik Gyi. Truckscan
travel dready. Thesoldiersdidit withabulldozer.

| livedinKyaikdonfor alongtime, wewereal likeafamily. Wewereall closeto
each other likerelatives. | wanted to stay therebecause| had lived theresolong. |
could not be happy at Kawkareik, whichismy native place, and | can never forgive
them for what happened to our mosque, that iswhy | cameto stay here. My shop[in
Kyaikdon] wasfull of thingsbut | leftitall, | carried nothing with me here, though
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some other shopkeeperscarried al their thingshere.

Interview 34: HRV: Refugee, Livelihood, Forced Labor, Religion

Name: Saw MuhLah

S Made

Age 45

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Maritd status. Married withten children

Address: TeeMeh Baw village, DooplayaDistrict, Karen State

Dateof interview: March 24, 1997
Placeof interview: KNU 6th Brigadearea
Source: KHRG

| can’t remember exactly when the SL ORC soldiersarrived at my village. Maybe
on February 20, the SLORC arrived at thevillage. | left my village about the 25th of
February, then | went back tothevillagetwotimes. | dept onenightinthevillagethe
first timel went, but the second time | went back | couldn’t reach my village. |
thought | would try to go back and get one pair of bullocks because | had nothing
when| arrived here. If | could get my cattle| would sell themto get some money to
buy vegetablesand things. But | couldn’t get them becausethe Burmesewerevery
closetothevillage.

When | went back thefirst timel saw somevillagers, but not the SLORC. Asmany
people had | eft, the SL ORC had taken and eaten our coconuts, and asfor our rice
they had poured it down on the ground to be trodden upon. They had also eaten our
pigs. | asked the villagersthe news, and they said the SLORC ordered them to
make ready two bullock cartswith two peopleto go for two daysand carry things
likeammunition for them from Saw Htato Kyaw Kee. They said thesoldiersaso
took al thevillagers' thingsthat they needed. Everythingthat they need usto dowe
haveto dofor them. Regularly thevillagershaveto send two bullock cartsand two
peoplefor them, and if they need portersthevillagershaveto go. They haven’t
much timetowork for their own survival. If the peoplefrom Tee Meh Baw want to
travel anywherethey haveto get apassfrom Division 44, but the peoplefrom Meh
K’ Tee haveto get their passesfrom Division 22. To gowork your field you need
onepass, and to search for your cattleyou need another pass. If wegoto searchfor
our cattlein DIV.22 Division'sarea[very close by] we haveto go and get apass
fromthem aswell, onefrom DIV.44 and another from Div.22. Youdon't need to
pay for the pass. Eachvillage hasto preparetwo bullock cartsand stand by at Meh
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K’ Tee. TeeMeh Baw village hasto stand by at Kyaw Kee. Now Division 44 has
taken over responghility for Meh Kwih Kloh areg, and they arein Kyaw Kee. The
SLORC'sheadquartersisin Saw Hta. Onceor twiceaweek they order thevillagers
to go and have ameeting there. When | wasthere| saw helicopters come oneor
twotimes.

The soldierstake clothing fromthevillagersand then sell it to other villagers. They
sell for acheap price, so some peoplebuy it from them. Even the paddy they’ve
takenfromthevillagers, they order thevillagerstomill it. Thenthey sdll it back tothe
villagers, for 500 kyats per basket. 1f they need something they go and takeit. Even
thoughthevillagerstell themit belongstothem, the Burmesejust say, “No, theseare
theIndian peopl€' sthings’ and they just takeit.

Thereare 37 householdsin my village. Only seven housescametothiscamp. The
other 30 householdswere hiding in the forest, but they went back to the village
becausethey heard that the Burmesewere going tofiremortarsintotheforest. The
peoplestayed intheir housesand didn’t trouble each other, but the Burmese beat 3
people on the head with astick. Maung Kyaw, Maung Than Nu, and Saw Kloh.
They werewounded alittlebit. Oneof them went and cameback and said something
to hisfriend, then another told something to hisfriend, and then the SLORC said,
“Mindyour own business!” and beat them onthehead. They wereall beaten at the
sametime. With abamboo stick, not very big.

When | went back tothevillage| saw aletter with nameswrittenonit, such as Pado
Maung Myint, Puh DtaEr, and ThaMuhHeh. Itsaid, “ Thesethree have surrendered
and now they cooperate and work withus’. Theletter isstill with the headman.
After | came herethe Burmese chose anew headman, hisnameis Saw Lwin. He
showed methat letter. It wasatyped letter. They distributedit. It wastruethat one
person had surrendered to them [ ThaMuh Heh], but the other two had not.

Two monks' helperswent to Meh K’ Tee monastery and saw nothing there. The
Burmese had taken everything that waskept in the monastery. None of the spoons
wereevenleft. All the[Buddha] imagesweretaken, and all thefloor mats. Then
when the monks came back and there were no degping matsin the monastery, the
Burmese offered them one. It wasone of the same matsthey had stolen fromthe
monastery. Themonksrecognizedit.

| dare not think about going back! Some people contact meand they tell methat the
Burmesesay | havetwo guns, but | havenoguns. They say if | go and takethemtwo
guns, they will accept me. | dare not go back because | don’t haveany gunsat all.
If 1 go back, | would haveto buy gunsand givethem to the Burmese. I’ m happy to
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stay herebecause| don't haveto betoo afraid of anything. Everythingisin conflict
inthevillageso| don’t darego back. I'll stay here.

Interview 35: HRV: Refugee, Livelihood, Torture, Arrest,
Forced Labor

Name: PaNoh

Sex: Mde

Age 37

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Animig

Marital status: Married withfour children

Address: H--- village, DooplayaDidtrict, Karen State

Dateof interview: March 24, 1997
Placeof interview: KNU 6th Brigadearea
Source: KHRG

How long ago did the Burmese arrivein your village?

It'sover amonth now. They took all the pots, pans, and other things. They ate up
thevillagers pigs, chickens, and bullocks, and they destroyed all the paddy and
[husked] ricethey saw. They took it out of the storage barnsand poured it down on
the ground to betrodden upon.

What happened to K--- [a villager in H--- who was tortured] ?

Heis22yearsold. Heismarried and hashisfamily staying thereinthevillage. He

isafarmer, and also avillageguard [KNDO]. They punched him and they poured
water in hisnose, because somebody sent them information that hehad agun. They
held him for two or threedays. Hewastied to the betelnut tree near hishouse. |
didn’t seehow they tied him but | could hear hiscrying and shouting. | dared not go
tolook. Hewasbeaten for onenight. He had to suffer seriously, hisbody wasall
swollenup and bruised. Hehad to givethem thegun, which belongedto M---. That
happened on the 17th or 18th of March.

Atfirst | stayedinthevillage, but when | saw that hewasbeaten by theBurmeselike
that | ran away fromthevillage. | saw him after hewasbeaten. | saw hiswifegave
himahot formulation using medicated |eaves.

After that they also tortured Tee Kay Pah. Heis30yearsold. Also Saw Pu, Saw
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Aw Gaw, and Saw Bleh Doh [thesewerea | men the SLORC captured and tortured
for having fled thevillage]. They tortured Saw Aw Kaw first. Thenthey tortured
Tee Kay Pah because heran away and then came back to check the situationinthe
village, and they captured him and beat him up. Saw Bleh Doh, they captured him,
punched him, then carried him down and tortured him for onewholenight. Heis30
also. Heis[normally] unhealthy and pale. After thetorture hewasswollenand
bruised. Hehad alot of pain, especialy insidehisbody. Hecan't eat much because
of thepain.

At present, weinthevillage can’t do anything for oursel vesbecauseweawayshave
towork for them. Thevillagershaveto carry betelnut for them. TheBurmesea so
take the planks from the houses of Indian people [Muslims] and then order the
villagers bullock cartsto haul them. When| wasdtill inthevillage! saw themgoing
and taking the paddy from the houseswherethevillagers had | eft and ordering the
other villagersto carry it withtheir bullock carts. | think that they will takeall that
paddy andrice. They order thevillagerstotakeal thosethingsto Azin. Wherethey
senditfromtherel don’t know, but when | wastherethevillagershad to carry the
paddy tothericemill togrindit for them. | don’t know what they will dowith all that
rice. They asotakealot of our chickensand other animals.

Doesthe SLORC still stay in your village?

When | |eft thevillagethey werethere, but after that they went back and now they
just come and check in thevillage sometimes. Yesterday when | wason my way
herethey wereat Meh K’ Tee, and after they tortured two or three peopletherethey
moved ontoH—villageso| didn’'t darestay and | left. There’'sonegroup who stay
onthemountain and areawaysthere. Every day three peoplehavetogoand carry
water for the Burmese at Shwe Nyaung Bin, whichiscloseto MehKwih Kee. The
SLORC are building their camp on the hill and settlingin Nat Zin Gone near Meh
K’ Tee.

Wasiit difficult for you to come here?

It wasn't easy to come here. | hadto deepintheforest for two days, and | had to
climbthemountains. | wasafraid and running alone, but my family stayed behindin
thevillage. | think about going back to takemy family but | am afraid. | darenot go
and stay in my village becausethey beat peoplelikethat. They also destroyed our
paddy and someof it they took for themselves. Sofar they haven’t doneanythingto
thehouses. Thereare 30familiesand over ahundred people, but more people have
comeherethan stay behindinthevillage. Just about 20 peopleor more have stayed
inthevillage, from not more than ten households. Now | heard that the Burmese
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forced peopleto moveto Toh Naw. | am not surewhether itistrueor not, | only
know that without their permission nobody can go anywherefreely. To comehere
we haveto run out secretly.

Do you think it is better here?

Yes, here we can talk to others and meet with othersfreely. There we dare not
speak or talk to others because we are afraid we might be beaten by the SLORC.

Interview 36: HRV: Refugee, Torture, Arrest, Livelihood,
Forced Labor

Name: Saw Eh Kaw

S Made

Age 36

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marita status. Sngle

Address: xxxx village, DooplayaDidtrict, Karen State

Dateof interview: March 25, 1997
Placeof interview: KNU 6th Brigadearea
Source: KHRG

| fled to theforest, then | went back and stayed about two weeksinthevillage. |
wasstayinginmy village, then | got apassbecause| had to goandwork inthehills
for three days[at hisfarm]. When | came back three or four soldiers came and
arrested me at xxxx’shouseinxxxx village. Itwas7 o’ clock intheevening. They
tortured two of uswhilewewere sitting in the house, thenthey let usgo. They
pointed agun at me. He[theleader] wasaFirst Sergeant Mgjor and he carried a
Chinesegun. I’'veheard peoplecall himBaGyi. They arefrom 22 Division.

Then at midnight [the same night] two soldiers called medown from my house. |
heard one of their nameswas Saw Mu Tha. They tortured me and asked me about
agun, but | said that | had no gun. They tied me up and punched me, and they
covered my facewith ordinary plastic and poured water over the plasticonmy face.
| couldn’t breathe. They covered my face and then asked me, covered my faceand
then asked me, they did it likethat many times. | answeredthat | hadn’t seenany gun
and | didn’t have agun, so that night they tied me up and made me sleep in the
betel nut plantation.
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Thenext day they kept asking me about guns. | saidthat | knew wherethey [KNLA
or KNDOJ used to keegp thegun, but | didn’t know whether they’ d taken it away or
whenthey’ d comeand got it. [The SLORC werelooking for agun or armscache
whichthey knew wasin or aroundthevillage. Likeall thevillagers, “ Saw Eh Kaw”
had avagueideaof whereit had been at one point but didn’t really know about it.]
| took them and showed them the place where the gun had been and they searched
all around and saw nothing, sowewent back. Intheevening | told themthat | would
liketo gofor abath, and then | ran away to theforest and came here by the old way.
That wasoneor twoweeksago. My nosewas bleeding and my mouthwassplit. |
gtill havethe scabs, and my lipstill hurt becausethey’ renot totally healed yet. After
| came up here, | heard that many more villagersweretortured and beaten by the
Burmese.

| wasback theredone. Whenthe SLORC arrivedinthevillagemy family and | fled
totheforest and stayed at our farm near thevillage. Atfirstall thevillagerswere
stayingintheforest. Then | went back to thevillage, got the pass and stayed with
them for three days on the mountain. | went back because | wanted to get our
belongings. My family wasleft doneat thefarm for morethan oneweek whilel was
atthevillage. After they arrested meand | ran away, my family and | moved here.

What did you see when you were back in the village?

Therewere over 30 householdsin our village, but now only 12 households have
goneback and are staying there. The Burmese choseanew headman by themselves,
not our old headman. They usually do that, they choose someone who can speak
Burmese. | heard the new headman say they were going to check the number of
villagers[inorder to assign forced labor and extortion quotas]. The SLORC destroyed
our paddy and took thevillagers clothesfor themselves. They took thegood things,
like hand-woven tehku and nee[men’sand women'’s sarongs| and good cloth. If
they get new clothing such asK aren dressesand sarongsthey keepit for themselves.
They keep our clothesfor their families, but when they send it tothem | don’t know
if they’Il sl it or not. Asfor our rice, they keep asmuch asthey canfor themsalves,
andif they can't takeit they destroy it. Everything that they seeout intheforest they
destroy.

The Burmese madethevillagerscarry water and ricefor them for three daysat a
time. They made uscarry thingsfrom Tee Yoh Keeto Maw Hta, to Meh K’ Teeor
Nat Zin Gonewith our bullock carts. It wastwo hours’ journey by bullock cart.
Each person had to do that for three days, then come back and other peoplehad to
takethisplace. For thosethreedayswehadto carry thingsal thetime. Sometimes
we had to carry on foot and sometimeswith the bullock cart.
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Was it easy to come here?

It was easy because| knew theway. Most of thevillagershavefled totheforest or
to here.

Interview 37: HRV: Refugee, Women

Name: ThaDohHtoo

Sex: Mde

Age 45

Ethniaty: Karen, hill farmer

Rdigion: Animig

Marita status. Married with two children

Address: A’'May village, Ler Mu Lahtownship, Karen State

Dateof interview: March 31, 1997
Placeof interview: KNU 6th Brigadearea
Source: KHRG

[ThaDohHtoo'selder sigter isblind and wasl eft behind inthevillageduring therush
tofleefrom theapproaching SLORC Army.]

Atfirgl livedinKyi May, but now | livein A’ May village. Therewere 18 households
inA'May village. All of them camehere. | arrived four daysago. | spent threedays
coming herefrommy village.

| heard that one old woman stayed behind near the village.

Shewasleft behind at Kleh PaTaw because we could not carry her, shecouldn’t
walk and shewasblind. Shecouldn’twak. Shewasmorethan 50 yearsold. Her
nameisNaw Nweh. Oncealong timeago she had ahusband but no children, now
shenolonger hasahusband and sheisalonenow.

Whereisshenow? Inthe forest?

Yes, sheisintheforest. Sheisoutsidethevillage. Shehasnothing to eat.

If the Burmese arrive what will they do?

| can’t think about it. We couldn’t do anything, wejust left her. We dare not go
back, weareafraid, but | think about her. Sheismy older sister.
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When you fled your village were the Burmese arriving?

When | heard that the Burmese Army was coming | ran out of thevillage, but the
Burmesehad dready arrived a Klih Thu. Klih Thuisnot far from A’May, just about
onehour’swalk. | heard gunshotsfrom Klih Thuand | camerunning straight away
to here. Ittook me 3 daysfrom A’May to here. Ontheway herewedidn’t hear

anything.
How do you think your sister will survive?

| don’t know how my sister will get food. | don’t know if sheisstill diveor not.

Interview 38: HRV: Relocation, Arrest, Torture, Women,
Religion, Forced Labor, Killing, Child

Name: Na TheinZar

Sex: Mde

Age 46

Ethniaty: Mon, farmer

Religion: Buddhigt

Maritd satus: Marriedwithfour children
Name: Na Win Soe

Sex: Mde

Age 43

Ethniaty: Mon, farmer

Religion: Buddhigt

Maritdl Status: Marriedwithsix children
Address: MaeTaw village, Kywe ThoneNyi Mavillagetract, YeByu

Township, Tenasserim Divison
Dateof interview: March 30, 1997
Placeof interview: Thai-Burmaborder
Source:; KHRG

Wearrived hereon February 24, 1997. | couldn’t stay in my village becausethe
Burmeseforced usto leave our village. Now nobody isstaying thereanymore. |
hadtoleave- if | refused to leave | would be punished.

There are about 100 householdsin my village. All the peopleare Mon. Atthe
beginning of February the Burmesetroopscameinto our village. They forceddl the
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villagersincluding women, children and theelderly together into themonastery. Then
thetroopswent out into the village and they searched every house and |ooted some
bel ongings and they burnt down some houses. They also tied everyonetogether
withropeingroupsof 13. Theytieddl of uslikethatingroupsof 13, including al the
women. They didn’ttiethechildren. But they especidly tied up thevillageheadman
and the young men and they beat them. They tied them and they beat them. They
al so beat two women.

They tied usand then they asked some questions of thevillagers. Somevillagers
could not speak Burmese, so they couldn’t answer and they were beaten. The
village headman was a so beaten and they cut hisbody withaknife. They tied the
villagersin groups, and then they beat them and tortured themwith aknife group by
group. They diditinsidethe monastery. When they were mistreating one group,
another group of villagers saw that and they were afraid and tried to get out of the
hall [themonastery gathering hall] and flee. Thenthetroopsshot at them. Oneman
brokefreeand tried to fleefrom themonastery. They shot at him but didn’t hit him.
Hewasafraid and stopped running. They captured him and beat him several times
inthehead withtheir gun butts. They beat hishead from all sides. Thewholeof his
head was bleeding and hisface becameblack. He had many wounds on both sides
of hishead. They also beat him with awooden stick on histhighs, and he lost
consciousness. Thenthey brought him back to themonastery. When | camehere,
hewasdtill receiving trestment and he could neither urinate nor eat any food, sol am
not surewhether hewill recover or not.

They a so arrested one man who worked in the monastery [layman] and beat him
withanail. Hewasoneof themenwho wasinthemonastery to help themonk build
thenew building. Themonastery wasbeing built, and they took anail from apost
and hit hishead withthisnail. Theblood cameout of hiswound for thewholenight.
Thevillagersworried that hewould die, sothe next morning the soldierstreated him.
Herecovered, but not sowell.

They a so asked thewomen questionsin Burmese. Thewomen didn’t understand
and didn’t know how to answer, so the soldiers got angry and beat them. Two
women were beaten. Both of themwerepregnant. When the soldiersrealized that
these women were pregnant, they stopped beating themand said, “ If you were not
pregnant, | wouldkill you!”

Asfor themen, they mainly besat thevillageleaders, 5 of them, and thosewhottried
toflee, another 10 men. Altogether, about 15 people were beaten. Most of the
villageleaderswere elderly. The eldest onewasabout 80 yearsold. Thosewho
usua ly worked inthe monastery were old men.
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Themain reasonthat they gavetothevillagersfor comingtothevillagewas, “Inyour
villagewe have no military base, so your village hasto moveto wherethereisa
military base”. They alsotoldthevillagers, “You are the supporters of adacoit
[bandit] gang which isoperating inthisarea.” They accused the monk and the
layman-in-chargeat the monastery of receiving somefundsfromthesedacoits. Over
oneyear ago, amost two years, one of these dacoitsused to stay inour village. He
was not from our village but married awoman fromour village. Heleft alongtime
ago, never returned and never had any contact with thevillagers, evenwith hiswife,
for alongtime. Whenthetroops camethey asked for thetwo dacoits. Their main
guestionswere, “Where arethesetwo men? Wheredothey stay?’ Asthese men
hadn’t comeback for along time, thevillagerstold them, “Wedon't know. They
haven't been herefor alongtime.” They asked everyone, oneby one. | wastied up
likeeveryonedse, but | wasn't beaten because| could speak alittle Burmese.

Inother areas, likein Hpaungdaw area[wherethe gas pipeline comeson shore], this
group of robberswerealso active. They a so robbed traderswho travelled inthe
sea. They used to take some hostages, maybe sometraders, and demanded cash
from these traders or businesses. But | don’t know why the SLORC came and
asked our monk. Hewasbuilding amonastery and they accused him of using cash
received fromtheserobbers. They took hisdonationsthat hegot fromthevillagers.
Many villagesfromthevillagetract, even Kywe ThoneNyi Ma, had given donations
to the monk to construct thisnew building. Themonk had just started to build the
buildings so he had alarge amount of cash, not himself but the layman-in-charge.
Themonk took respong bility to collect donationsfromthevillagersin hisvillageand
thesurrounding villagesfor the construction of the monastery, but when hereceived
themoney he could not keep it with him according to our religioustradition[monks
arenot alowed to handle money], so hegaveit to thelaymen who worked for him.
Thefivevillagedderswere managing themoney. They had to buy wood and building
material and managethe constructionwork. The Burmesetroops accused them of
getting that cash from the robbers, but they never met the robbersand therobbers
had never been back to thevillage. The monk had 140,000 kyatsfor the building
work. | don’t know who told them that the monk had thismoney. Thesoldiersdid
not beat the monk, but they disrobed him. They took hisrobe off. They searched
everywherein hismonastery looking for where he put the cash, and they a so searched
hisbody and hisrobe. They didn’t find anything. Thedonationswerekeptinone
place, inabox at themonastery. They searched everywherein the monastery, and
that same night they found the box with 140,000 kyatsand they took it. After they
punished thevillagers, theLIB. 273 troops posted in ChaBonevillagereturned to
ChaBone and they checked and made sure that the cash wasfrom donationsand
not fromtherobbers. Their higher officerstold them that therobbershad 8 million
kyat and themonk had very little money compared to that [the troops believed the

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



498 HRDU

monk was hiding money for thedacoits], so after two daysthey returned the money
tothemonk.

Altogether about 35 soldierswereinthevillage. They stayedinthevillagefor four
days. For four daysthey kept everyonetied up inthemonastery. They didn’t allow
anyoneto leavethemonastery for four days. All thefamily memberswerekept at
the monastery, including the children. They would only let one member of each
family goto get food from their home, but they told them not to cook thefoodintheir
house but to bring the food to the monastery and prepare thefood there. Wewere
kept tied together all thetime, every day. Weweretied handto hand. Soif you
coulddeeplikethat, then you could deep. But if someoneneededto gotothetoilet,
thewholegroup hadto go. Therewerewomen’sgroupsand men’sgroups. They
didn’t tiethe children but they didn’t allow them to go outside of the monastery
compound. They didn’t makeany troublefor the building workersat the monastery
who werefrom other villages. They even alowed them to continue building the
monagtery.

During that timethey searched everythinginthevillage, every house, houseby house.
They took someof thevillagers belongings. Onthelast day they also burnt down
some houses, especially the housesof thevillageleaders. Thenthey told usthat we
could not stay inour village anymore and that we had to move. Onthelast day, all
thebelongingsthey took from thevillagerswere gathered in the monastery. When
they returned to ChaBone, it wastoo much for themto carry. They carried some of
them, thenthey returnedto thevillageagainandtold thevillagers. “Weareleaving
here, donot stay inthisvillage.” After that, thevillagersfelt they hadtoleave. They
returned to their houses and packed their belongingsand closed up their boxes.

They didn’t say where we should go, but they said that we must stay inavillage
wherethereisamilitary base. Most of thevillagersmoved to Kywe ThoneNyi Ma
village. LIB. 273 hasacampthere. Somemovedtovillagesin Thanbyuzayat township
and Yetownship [100-200 km. to the north].

Inmy village, thevillageleadersarethe elderly peoplewho hel ped themonk. My
mother isoneof them. Sheisold andworkswiththemonk. When | washospitalized
in Rangoon, only my mother wasleft inthehouse. They forced my mother togoto
themonagtery. Sheisvery old and did not take anything with her from thehouse. |
lost 100 baskets of paddy in my houseand all our belongingswere burned up. | had
abighouse. Tobuildit I spent 150,000 kyats. Everythingwasvery good, likethe
furniture- 1 lost everything, furniture, clothing, rice, fishpaste, sdt ... andthe house!
And because of theflames, about 6 coconut treesand durian treeswerea so burnt.
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Four or fivedaysafter they burnt my housedown | arrived back a my village. When
| arrived withmy wife, we couldn’t find anyonein our village. My mother and my
children had al goneto Kywe ThoneNyi Ma. | found them there.

They took everything they could carry, like clothes, pots, tools, riceand animals.
For theother villagersit wasthe same. Duringthose4 daysthesoldierskilled al our
chickensand ducks and cooked very good curriesfor themselves. They had 10
porterswith them and they loaded the porterswith our belongings. Whenthetroops
left onthelast day, we saw the porters carrying thingswith them. Wethought that
they were carrying away just afew of our things. Only later didwerealizethat alot
of thingsweretaken from our houses.

First they loaded their porters with things like longyis [sarongs] and villagers

possessi onsand madethem gofirst. Thenthey took about 15 of our ownvillagersto
carry their equipment and ammunition that the porters had brought when they first
came. They hadto carry everythingto ChaBonevillage. Accordingtothe Cha
Bonevillagers, when they got therethe soldierskept the old longyisand they had to
load theboatswith al the belongings of the Mae Taw villagers, and then these boats
went to Kanbauk [at the southern tip of the Heinze Basin - Kanbauk isthemain
village onthe pipelineroute, much of themilitary assigned tothepipdineprojectis
based there and the oil companies’ base camp liesjust outside of Kanbauk].

At that time, thetroopsthat cameto our village a so killed one child about 14 years
oldfromMaw Gyi village. They suspected theboy of having contact with therobber
group, sothey arrested himand brought him aong with themto Mae Taw villageand
other villages. They beat him. They ordered the boy to show the houses of the
robbers. Theboy wasso afraid, that he just pointed out some houses at random.
The soldiersclimbed into these houses and searched everything and couldn’ t find
anything. Sothey beat him again and forced him again to show therobbers' houses
but hereally did not know. | don’t know why they accused thisboy of supporting
therobbers. 1 don’t know hisname. According to thexxxx village head, during the
wholefour daysthat they detained the villagersthey forced the boy to show the
houses and beat him. They beat him very brutally. Hewas suffering from many
injurieson hisbody. It wasterrible. | saw him at themonastery. When| saw himit
wasonthefirst day, and the boy had aready been beaten and had many injuries. His
handsweretied to hisneck. He could do nothing but walk. After 4 daysthey took
him back to ChaBone village again, and two days|ater the boy disappeared. The
villagerstherewere surethat hewaskilled. They didn’t seehisbody, but they knew
that he’ d been killed because the boy had so many injuriesthat he couldn’t eat and
hewassufferingalot. Thevillagersbelievethat evenif he had been released he
could not have survived.
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ChaBonevillage had to move after SL ORC told them [to stay near amilitary base].
In ChaBonevillage, the men fled and the women collected their belongingsand
started to moveto Kywe ThoneNyi Ma. Chaung Phyar villagealso. Whenthe4
other villages heard the news about Mae Taw village, many of thevillagersfled.
They were afraid that the Burmese would comeand torturethem likein Mae Taw
village. Most of them moved to Kywe Thone Nyi Maand others went to other
areas. So after theincident in Mae Taw village, therewere no morevillage headmen
intheother villages. Thetroopswent around to the other 4 villages. They could not
find thevillageleaders and the men, and they ordered thewomentoleave. [The
villageswhich have been uprooted are Mae Taw, ChaBone, Chaung Phyar, Mae
Yaung and Mae Than Taung, al in Kywe ThoneNyi Mavillagetract.]

Peoplein my region also had to work for forced labor. We' ve had to work onthe
[Ye-Tavoy] railway for the last three years. Every month we had to work at the
railway construction site, and if we could not go we had to give 3,200 kyatsand half
atinof rice[about 8 kg./181b.] every month. Sometimeswe had towork twicein
one month, sometimesonce. Usually we had towork for two weeks every month,
one person per family. Up to June 1996 we had to do thiswork. Whentherains
started, we stopped. After therainy season, wedidn't havetodoit. InJanuary they
ordered each family to providetwo kyin of crushed stonesand deliver that to the
railway [onekyin=10x 10 x 1feet,i.e. 100 cubicfeet]. If you could notdoityou
had to pay between 700 and 1,000 kyatsfor each kyin. Many villagerswereafraid
totravel totherailway and be arrested as porters, so they paid the money instead.

After the rains stopped in September, we had to pay porter fees of 2,000 kyats
every month. Kywe ThoneNyi Mavillagehasamilitary base. They don't call for
any portersbut we haveto pay 2,000 kyats. Inthe other villagesof Kywe Thone
Nyi Mavillagetract people also haveto pay 2,000 kyats per month. But whenthe
troopscometothevillagethey will till arrest you. Alsoinmy village- every month
our headman hasto send the porter feesto Kywe Thone Nyi Mabut when they
cometo our village, sometimesthey still order peopleto carry. [In other words,
L1B.273 hasastanding order that every village must send 2,000 kyats/month ‘ porter
fees’ but hasno standing order for porters; they just comeand catch porterswhenever
they want them.] They usually take portersfor up to two weeksgoing from one
villageto another, and then they change with other portersfrom other villagesand
you are released to go back home. When | came here, they had already been
arresting portersfor the Karen offensive but none of them had returned yet. [These
arethecurrent massoffensivesin DooplayaDidtrict of Karen State, 150-300 km. to
thenortheast, andin Mergui/Tavoy Didtrict of Tenasserim Division, 150-200 km. to
the southeast - these are huge distancesto take portersaway fromtheir homes; there
are reportsthat thousands of people have been taken from the entire Andaman
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seaboard, from Moulmein to Mergui, to be portersin these offensives.] | don’t
know whether they arrested anyonefrom Mae Taw villagefor the offensive because
it was happening at the sametimethat we had to move. | heard that they arrested
peoplemainly in Kywe ThoneNyi Mavillage, especidly thevistorsand thetraders.
They caught everyone. Their baseisnear theroad [the main north-south road on the
mainland], and when the passenger carsarrived from Tavoy or from Ye, they stopped
them and caught people. Alsointhesea, they stopped all the passenger boats and
arrested the peopleto be porters.

Thevillage chairman of ChaBonewasarrested at the end of January and they kept
himfor 15days. They beat him serioudy. Henearly died. Nai Theinistheheadman
of ChaBone. Heisover 40. | don’t know why they arrested him. They detained
himinBauk Pin Gwinand Nat Gyi Zin. They haveamilitary outpost there. They
detained him and beat him for 15 days. Hisrelativeslooked everywherefor him,
and after 15 daysthey found himin the outpost near Bauk Pin Gwin. He had been
tortured: hisfacewasbesten, and they covered hisfaceand held hishead underwater.
When hisrelatives cameto fetch him they brought money for themilitary, but the
military did not accept it. They ordered themto bring four big boatsfull of paddy-
husksto Bauk Pin Gwin because they had to make bricksfor railway construction.
To bakethe bricksthey use paddy-husksaswell aswood for thefire. Atthetime
they needed fuel so they didn’t accept thebribe. But now Nai Thein hasmovedto
Kywe ThoneNyi Ma, so now hisrelativeshaveto collect thehusk inthat area, send
it [fromtheidand] to theroad and then by lorry to Bauk Pin Gwin.

For about oneand half or two yearsthey used the Kywe ThoneNyi Mavillagersfor
forced labor inthearmy camps near thepipeline.. After that, they didn’t call them
any more.

Peoplecan't travel freely. Evento goto your farm, you need permission fromthe
villageheadman and then you haveto show it to themilitary commander to get himto
sgnit. If youdon't carry your permissonwith you, they will punishyou. Every time
we haveto pay 45 kyatsto thevillage headman for that. Before, it didn’t usedto be
likethat. They started thisat the beginning of 1996. Not only to goto your farm -
wherever you go, if youwant togototownor if you want to visit another villageyou
needit. Without thispaper, you can’t go anywhere.

Inthe areawherethe gas pi peline passesthrough the fishermen haveto give money
tothe Army. InKywe ThoneNyi Maarea, they haveto givethem| don’t how many
kilosof seafood, likefish, fish paste, dried fish, and dried prawns once ayear for
free. Also, very oftenwhen thetroopscometo avillagethey demand so many kilos
of fishfromthevillagersand thefishermen haveto provideit. Whenthetroopscome
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intoany villageof avillagetract, thevillagersfromthat villagehaveto provideeverything
for their military operation like pigs, rice, etc. After thetroopsleave, theheadman
goesand collectscashin all thevillagesof thevillagetract [to cover the cost of the

supplies).

They have checkpointsaong the seacoast. If youleave Kywe Thone Nyi Maand
go south [towardsthe pipeling], you will meet one checkpoint. Themilitary check
and do not alow theboatstotravel at night time. Whenyou aresailing abit far from
the coast, they stop and check your boat, because now they have many Navy ships
and almost every idland and village close to the seanow hasamilitary base. This
increase has happened especially since 1996. After the cease-fire[withthe New
Mon State Party], they built new army postsininland villagestoo.

The situation of my village after the cease-fire is worse. There has been no
improvement. Thesituation now isworsethan before. Beforethe cease-fire, we
didn’'t need to givethemasmuch money asnow. Sincethecease-firemore[SLORC]
military comesto our village, and they comevery often, and we haveto providethem
with money and labor. We cannot go freely to our farmsor to other villagesfor our
work like before. Because of that, we' velost alot of opportunity to work on our
farms, in the plantations and to conduct trade. We've also lost alot of our own
resources. Themilitary aredoing businesstoo. They forcethevillagersto sell them
riceat alow price. It'sthesamefor thosewho plant rubber trees, lemon and betel nut
trees. They haveto sell tothemilitary at alow priceand the military takesall the
profits. Before the cease-fire we had to give 4 baskets of paddy per acreto the
military, and after the cease-fireit increased to 10-12 baskets of paddy that weare
forced to sell to them at government price. They give usonly 98 kyats for one
basket when the market priceisabout 500 kyats. | have no rubber plantation, only
arice farm, but the owners of rubber plantations presently have to give taxes
sometimesin money, sometimesin rubber. When you plant rubber treesyou haveto
wait for 6 yearsbefore you can collect somerubber, but even the ownersof 3-year-
old plantations haveto pay thesetaxes. The ownerswhoserubber treesare till
small haveto pay 500 kyats per acre.

Another big business of the SLORC ishardwood. They are cutting thetreesinour
areaand they don’'t dlow thevillagersto cut them. Beforewecouldgofredy tothe
forest and cut atree. Now they do not allow usto goto theforest, but they cut the
treesthemsalves. They’ vemonopolized theentirewood business. They have made
alist of thevillagerswho saw lumber, and they forcethesevillagersto sdll thelumber
tothemilitary baseat alow price, not at market price. They put an outpost near the
seasothey canarrest thevillagerswhorefuseto sell tothem. For example, they give
only 8,000 kyatsfor oneton of hardwood, but if you sell thison the market you can
get 30,000 kyats, threeto four timesmore.
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For me, | have nothing left and | haveno money. My healthisnot sogood. | came
hereto get somefood and to help my family to survive. | will try to do somejobs
here and earn somemoney. | don’t want to stay there.

Interview 39: HRV: Religion, Torture, Livelihood

Name Nusa

Sex: Mde

Age 33

Ethniaty: KarenMudim

Rdigion: Mudim

Marita satus: Married with two children

Dateof interview: March, 1997
Placeof interview: Temporary sitenear Mae Sod, Thailand
Source: ImagesAsa

Whenwearrived at Kyaikdon wetied up the bullocks and went to thewell inthe
mosgue compound to get water asquickly aspossible. Inthemeantime, aSLORC
column entered thevillage, hurling rude abuseat uslike*You sonsof bitches!” and
soon.

| was getting water at thein front of the mosquewhen some soldiersbrought out the
Koranand | saw themrippingitup. Thesoldierssaid,“Don’t watch! Just get your
water,” pointing their gun at me. | wanted to cry but | couldn’t. They threw the
piecesof Koran onthestreet. Whenthe Mudimwomen saw this, they cried and felt
much pain. The SLORC soldierssaid, “Don’t cry! Thisisnot aMuslim country!
ThisisBuddhist country! Go away!”

Anofficer fromthe 202 TOC(Tactica Operation Command), and other fromL1D.22
(Light Infantry Division) said, “Mudimscannot stay. Youmust leave.” Another one
said that Mudlimscould not stay there and we must convert to Buddhismand put an
atar inour house. Thesoldiersthen ordered usto move our bullock cartsout of the
villagewithin half an hour. When we started to movefromthat place, thesoldiers
came out and threatened uswith guns. They ordered usnot to pick up any of our
bel ongingsthat had dropped from our bullock carts. After that , we made our way
back to Nam Ngen villageand thenwent to Y waThit villageto meet the commander
of the SLORC troops. At YwaThit, themgjor told uswewere not allowed to stay
inthevillageand would haveto stay somewhere outsidethevillage. Thereforewe
moved, over twenty bullock carts, to the banks of anearby stream.
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Thenext day the soldersarrived and asked how many bullock cartswe had with us.
They then ordered thewholegroup of villagersto go with them, including thegirls
and 27 bullock carts. They aso said that wewould haveto eat the meat that we
cannot eat (pork). We understood clearly what they meant, and after discussing it
withthevillage elders, we decided to collect 150 kyatsfor each of the 27 bullock
cartsand gavethe money to the soldiers. After that the soldiersbought pork and
took it to the place where they were staying. We dlept at the side of the stream for
twonights.

| cameto the refugee camp with part of my family. Ontheway we heard that the
Islamic teacher of Kyaikdon had been arrested there by the SLORC. TheMusdlim
villagershad to pay 2000 kyatsto the officer thereto securehisrelease.

Sincel arrived here, | heard that in Azin Kyaung Payavillage, the SLORC troops
forced some Muslimsto eat pork [this practiceis contrary to the precepts of the
Idam].

We have suffered so much grief at the handsof themilitary that | fedl that if wecould
get somegunsnow, all of the people suffering herewould fight back against this
brutal regime. Thisfedingisfelt deepintheheartsof our Mudim community here.
We can never forgive the SLORC soldiers who destroyed our mosque and our
Koran, whichistheholy center of our community.

Interview 40: HRV: Religion, Refugee

Name: WannaSoe

S Made

Age 30

Ethniaty: Mudim Karen, wagelaborer

Rdigion: Mudim

Maritd status: Married withtwo children

Address: Kyaikdonvillage, Karen State

Dateof interview: March 1997

Placeof interview: Temporary sitenear Mae Sod, Thailand
Source: ImagesAda

My wifeand someof the other villagersreturned to thevillagefromthe placewhere
wewerehidinginthejungle. They cried with grief when they saw theruinsof our
mosgue. They met the SLORC soldiersnear that mosgue, and the SLORC soldiers
saidtothem, “Thisisnot Indial Withintwo daystwo bulldozerswill arriveat this
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villagetorazethemaosquel” They noticed that the doorsontheleft Sde of themaosque
were burned down and the marbl e floors made of ceramic tileshad been crushed
and destroyed by the SLORC troops. The Koran had been torn into pieces and
was scattered on the public footpathin front of themosque. Thewomeninthegroup
cried when they saw this. At that time, the soldierstold the people, “Thisisnot
Indial All of you Mudimsmust |eavethe mosgue compound within haf an hour!”

From our hiding place, we had aready seen our villagethrough apair of binoculars.
We saw that theroof of the mosque had aready been destroyed, and also that all the
roof framework had been completely destroyed by fire.

The SLORC troops have now destroyed the mosque at Kyaikdon villagetwice.
Oncewasin 1990 and the other timewasthisyear. Thistimewetriedto hidethe
Koraninasafeplaceinthemosque, however the soldiersfound the Koranand tore
it to piecesand scattered it acrosstheroad. The soldiersthenkilled the pigsand
cooked and ate pork curry in the mosque compound [agraveinsult to Mudlims].

Thedestruction of themosgue and holy Koran hurtslike aspear piercing my heart.
Evenif the SLORC weretokill mea ongwith my family, it would not hurt asmuch as
this. Thisfedingisdeepinour heartsand wewill never forget thisincident.

[Another recent arrival told Wanna Soo that no villagersare staying intheMudim
quarter of Kyaikdonanymore. The SLORC tried to destroy themosquein aseries
of fiveexplosions. Thisdid not completely destroy the mosque- which ismade of
concrete-but cracked thecellingandwalls).

Accordingto the Karen €l derswho had a so witnessed the destruction of the mosque,
the SL ORC troopswere making many problemsfor the Muslim community, and it
would bewisefor usto leavethevillagefor that reason.

We sent one man back to our villagefrom our hiding placeto collect newsabout the
movementsof, and conditionsunder the SL ORC mgor from Light Infantry Battalion
L1B.205. Hewent back tothevillageand returned to our hiding placeintheevening.
Hewarned usto stay in alargegroup, and that we should not travel separately. He
advised usto runto Kawkareik.

Two porterswho escaped and arrived at Nopho told usthat the SLORC soldiers
said to each other that if they had achanceto meet Mudimwomen, they would rape
them and thenkill them.
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Interview 41: HRV: Religion

Name: Yi Soo

Sex: Mde

Age 36

Ethniaty: Mudim Karen, cowboy

Rdigion: Mudim

Marita status. Married with seven children

Address: MehkaTee Htar, Karen State

Dateof interview: March 1997

Placeof interview: Temporary sitenear Mae Sod, Thailand
Source: ImagesAda

When | heard the SLORC wascoming, | had to runwith my cowsand hide. | asked
aKaren Buddhist friend to go to the SL ORC troops and ask them what the policy
wasfor Mudims. My friend cameback and told methat it wasbad newsfor Mudims-
if the SLORC troops saw any Mudimsthey would kill them.

| got informationthat al the cowswere being taken by the SLORC and the SLORC

troopsweretaking al thethingsthat belongedto Mudims. Sol gavemy cowstomy
friendtolook after.

Interview 42: HRV: Religion, Killing

Name: Kyi Win

S Made

Age 33

Ethniaty: Sgaw Karen

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status: Marriedwiththreechildren

Address: PaGlaw Ni village, Karen State

Dateof interview: March 1997

Placeof interview: Temporary sitenear Mae Sod, Thailand
Source: ImagesAsa

The SLORC told thevillagers[from Kyaikdon]t o come and tell them if they saw
any Muslims. The SLORC came and asked us, “Where arethe Muslims?If we
catch themwewill barbecue them eat them.”

| heard that they had killed two of them [Mudlims]. Thenthey cameback andtold
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thevillagersto go and bury thebodies. Thevillagerspicked up their toolsto go and
bury the bodies. When they arrived they could not find the dead bodies. They
searched and searched but therewas no trace of them. | don’t know whether they
werelying or telling thetruth.

Therewasamosguein thevillage, but the SLORC troopsdismantledit. It was
made of wood, and thetroopstold thevillagersto takeit, but the villagersrefused.
Sothey [the SLORC soldiers] soldthewood. The SLORC troopsalso burned the
Koran and destroyed the Mudlim coffin.

Interview 43: HRV: Religion

Name Abdul

Sex: Mde

Age 54

Ethniaty: MudimKaren

Rdigion: Mudim

Maritd gatus: Marriedwith ninechildren
Address: Yakdon, Karen State

Dateof interview: March 1997
Placeof interview: Temporary sitenear Mae Sod, Thailand
Source: ImagesAsa

Therewasafighting in Kyaikdon on February 13for onehour. TheMudimtroops
and the SLORC troops shot at each other; then the Muslims retreated into the
mountains.

The SLORC soldiersused four explosives[probably mortar shells] to destroy the
mosquein Kyaikdon. | could seefrom ahill that it was destroyed, and the others
who weretherelater came out and reported the detailsto me. The SLORC took
everythingleftinthevillage. They saidal of it belonged to Mudims, so they took it.

Interview 44: HRV: Refugee, Arrest, Forced Labor, Relocation

Name Saw Kloh Wah

Sex: Mde

Age about 35

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Maritd datus: Marriedwith four children
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Address: Kyun Chaung village, southern DooplayaDidtrict, Karen
State

Dateof interview: April 2,1997

Source: KHRG

[“Saw Kloh Wah™’svillagewasin KNU-controlled territory, and wasjust occupied
by SLORC inthecurrent offensive.]

| have been herefor threedays. | cameaong with othersand it took three daysto
get here. Thesituation in Kyun Chaung was so bad that | decided to leave. | am
only afarmer. | awayswork inmy field. Sincethe SLORC soldierscameto my
village, we have had to work for them and servethem. They havebeeninour village
for morethan onemonth. Atfirstthey said, “ Don't fleefromthisvillage!” Sowedid
not runaway. Thenthey called all thevillagersand listed down all thevillagers

names. Whatever they asked we had to givethem, likechickens, food, etc. Wehad
to supply bullock carts, too. Oneday the commander cameand asked me, “Where
did you hidethe weapons and thewalkie-talkies?’ Sincethen, my situation has
become moredangerous. 1t wasnot true, of course, but they went to ask thevillage
elderswhether | wasinvolved inthosekind of activitiesor not. Thevillageelders
adsotoldthem“No”. Butinthat Situation, | didn’t darestay any moreinmy village.
Sol left.

All thebullock cartshad to be on standby for them. They collected one personfrom
each house of thevillageand we had to go and get bamboo for their fencesand their
camp buildings.

Where did people have to work?

At Chaung Wa[at the mouth of the stream]. 1t [the Army camp] isnot finished yet.
Itwasdtill goingonwhen | left. At the beginning around 20 villageswereworking
there. Now, when | |eft, therewerelessthan before. We cannot work for them any
more. Evenif you didn’t want to work for them they forced youto doit, and not
only inour village. They aso collected workersfrom other villages. [Thesevillagers
werein KNU controlled areabefore the offensiveand were not used todoing al this
forced labor.] | didn’t work there myself because | was so busy with my family
problems. Thehealth of some of my family memberswasnot so good. But | have
brothersand | sent them to work thereinstead of my family [if your house cannot
send someone, you haveto send asubstitute]. | never worked there so they thought
that | didn’t obey their orders, and they became suspi cious of me.

How did the villagers have to work in their camp?
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They had to go early every morning after their meal. Some of them took alunch
packet along with them. They could only come back intheevening. Wehadto go
almost every day. When they started building we only needed to go two or three
timesaweek, but now we haveto go every day, thewholeweek.

Thevillagerswere aso ordered to bring al our paddy and food to aspecific place.
Then we had to go and get our food [rationed out] back from that place. All the
villagershad to gather at that place and they redi stributed somefood, but it was not
enough. All thevillagerswerefacing food problems. Every family received only
around two milk tinsof rice[per day; only enoughfor 1 person]. We had to solve
our food problemsourselves. When no food wasleft, wewent and asked food from
thesoldiers. Sometimesthey gave, but not always. And they a so collected food
for themsalvesfromthevillagers.

Thestuation of our paddy fieldsisalsonot good. Last year wegot 120-150 baskets
of paddy per acre. Thisyear we only got 50. | had to buy more paddy for the
comingrainy season. | havealargefamily. | havetotry to get more.

Did they take portersin your village?

Yes. When they went on operation to search for insurgents, two or threevillagers
had to go a ong with them and they have not been rel eased yet.

Do you know the battalion number? Did you see their badges?

| saw thenumber “4”, atiger’ shead and the Bandoolasign [ Bandoolawasafamous
Burmesegenera who fought the British during the col oni zation of Burma], and above
that, 3 and 4. Peopletold methat some troops who surrendered to the SLORC
camedongwiththem [possibly soldiersfrom KNLA Battaion 16 who surrendered].
| don’t know whether thisistrueor not.

| cannot estimate exactly how many soldierscameto our village, maybe 500 or 600.
Therewas no fighting between them and KNU. TherewasoneKNU gatein Kyun
Chaung area. A few KNU soldierswerethere, around fiveor six. When SLORC
entered thevillage, al of themranaway. Thenwhenthevillagerscameback from
their farms, they met SLORC soldiers. They wereabout to runaway but the SLORC
soldiersshouted: “Don’'trunaway! Don'tbeafraid! Wewill not harmyou, people!”
They ordered thevillagersto standinarow and registered al thevillagers names.
At the beginning our situation was not so bad, but later they became cruel and it
becameworse and worse, day by day. Soweleft. At the beginning they didn’t
forceusto do anything, but later onthey collected one personfrom each family todo
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jobsfor them. Some peoplefrom our village moved to the plainsbut othersdidn’t
know how and whereto go. Thesevillagersareremaininginthevillageandthey are
suffering. They arestill workingintheir camp. If wemovetotheplains, they alow
it but we are not supposed to move up here.

Inour village, whenever they suspect someonethey arrest him. Two or threevillagers
werearrested and beaten. | never did their building work, so the manin charge of
the camp construction became suspiciousof me. My situation becameworseand
worse. Sol left my family and my village. We came here by ourselvesthrough the
jungle. I camewiththreefriendsbut without my family. Ontheway, wemet SLORC
soldiersonce but weran away. My family will becoming. Oneof my babieswas
sck. Thergtuationisalsovery bad. All of themareinfear. After | left thesoldiers
warned and threatened my family. They told them, “Weare going to burn down your
house and seize all your paddy and belongings!” Thereisno more head in my
household, so they arehelplessand they a so haveto comehere. My wifeiscoming
with our four children. | don’t know wherethey arenow. They arecoming by a
different routeand | don’t know what will happen to them. | cannot say what will
happeninthefuture.

Did other villages have to move?

Yes, likeMin Ski, above Kyun Chaung. Therewere80 housesin Min Ski. Some
peoplefrom Min Ski have already moved to other placesto work for their living.
Therearetwo villagesabove Min Ski Chaung. Min Ski isbig. Theother onehas
around 40 houses. Thevillagersweredivided into two: Buddhistsand Christians.
They hadtomoveto YaGyi. The SLORC ordered that all thevillagerswould have
to movewithin oneweek alongwith all of their property, but thevillagers could not
organize everything within that amount of time. | don’t know what will happen to
them.

Every village now has SLORC troops. Min Ski, too. And Meh T’ Kreh aswell.
Peoplethere haveto work for them [SLORC]. Alsoin KyoneDone. Wherever the
SLORC is posted, people have to build their camps. | heard they are building
campsin Kyun Chaung, Min Ski, Meh T’ Kreh, and Kyone Done. Their maincamp
isin Kyun Chaung. Most of them camefrom Meh T’ Kreh and areposted in this
area. They haveto goand get their suppliesfrom Meh T’ Kreh. Ittakesthem eight
days returntripto get their rations. But their main base campisin Kyun Chaung.

When the SLORC arrived in Kyun Chaung, there were around 200 porterswith
them. Maybeoneor two for each soldier. Some portershad to carry ammunition.
The man who came along with me[to therefugee site - seebelow], had to carry
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ammunition boxes. Some portershadto carry rice, onebigtin. 1t wasvery difficult
to climb up and down the mountainswith theloads. They hadto carry very heavy
loads. Hewasarrested to beaporter and put inthelock upin Kyun Chaung. When
thetroopswent on an operation, he had to be aporter along with others. When he
couldn’t carry any more hewasbegten. They abandoned him asdead and he escaped.
So now out of threevillagers, two still remainin thelockup in Kyun Chaung.

Any troubleswith DKBA in your area?

No. Itisvery difficulttofind them! They didn’t come. Well, | heard that four local
peoplewerewith the SLORC soldiersbut | don’t know much about that.

Interview 45: HRV: Refugee, Livelihood, Torture, Killing,
Forced Labor

Name: Saw Po Htoo

Sx: Made

Age 67

Ethniaty: Karen, church elder

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status. Widower with two children

Address: Kyone Yaw village, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: April 2,1997

Source: KHRG

When did you arrive here?

| arrived five daysago.

Why did you leave your village?

We left because we could not live and we had nothing to eat. Becauseour ricewas
all taken and we had to go and ask for our rice back, weighed out on ascaelittleby
little. We had to climb high mountainswith heavy loads. Sowe couldn’t stay, we
didn’t dare stay anymoreand weleft.

Who collected your rice?

The Burmese soldiers. They came one month and six daysago. They made us
collectdl of our rice. They caught the chickensand the pigsto eat and they destroyed
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our belongingsand animals. They surrounded our village, gathered ustogether in
oneplace, and thenthey took al of our animalsto eat and destroy. They hurt usaso.
Even the Pastor couldn’t stay at home, he had to run out and hide himself in the
forest. They used usto do hard work and carry heavy loadsuntil we couldn’t doiit
any more, soweleft.

They hurt some people. | saw it. They beat uson our faces, punched usand made
usdo hard work like cattle or buffaloes. Whatever they ordered wehad to do. We
had to clear ayard for them, dig holes, and climb the mountain to look for Karen
soldiers. If wecouldn’t find any, they told usthat weweretelling them liesand hurt
us. They didn’t do anything to thewomen, but they were very dangerousfor the
men. | don’t know what they would have doneto thewomenif therewereno men
inthevillage.

How many people were beaten?

A lot of peoplewho were caught. They caught meand bound mefor awhile, and
whilel wasthere| saw what they did so | felt afraid and escaped |ater beforethey
beat me. They tied our necks with rope, so | didn’t dareto stay. | didn’t see
everybody, but with my own eyes| saw them beat 20 people. Withtheir feet they
kicked, with their handsthey beat people sfacesand with their gunsthey struck us.
They a so beat uswith bamboo and wood, and they took the stairsfrom our houses
and beat uswith them. [Karen housesare built above-ground with aladder-like
stairway of wood or bamboo.] If wecouldn’t find Karen soldiersthey hurt us. If we
couldn’t climb high mountainswith heavy |oadsthey hurt us. They dsokilled some
people. Two peoplewerekilled. | didn’t seeit with my own eyes, but an escaped
porter told methat they werekilled onthe mountain among therocks. | don’t know
their names. They werevillagersin Kyalntownship. They felt sotired that they
couldn’t climbthemountain any morewiththeir heavy loads. They fell down, sothe
Burmese soldierskicked them and madethem stand up again. Eventualy they couldn’t
stand up again, sothe Burmese soldierskilled themintheend. They shot them dead
and continued their journey. That happened three daysafter the Burmesearrived at

my village.
Isthat thefirst time SLORC has arrived in your village?

Thevery firsttimefor my village. They werefrom Divison44. Our villagecoversa
wide areabut there were about 40 housesinit. They ordered usto build aplace
[camp] for them, build sheltersand dig toiletsfor them, dig holesfor cover, clear a
yard, and makefour or five concentric ringsof fences surrounding their place. We
had to go and dig every day, from when they first came until now. It'sstill not
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finished. It'savery wideplace. They kept usall together alittle apart fromtheir
place. We had towork every day for them, and we had to bring our ownriceto eat
for many daysbecausethey never gave usany food, and they never care about our
hunger. There'snotimeleft for usto do our ownwork. They caught every manto
dothework. They didn’t catch women becausethere were still many meninthe
village, but | can’t say what will happen when al the men escapefrom theplace.

Wehadtowork early inthemorning until lateintheeveningwithnorest. Whenwe
weretoo dow they didn’t beat us, but they shouted at usto hurry up. At night some
people could deep and othershad towork. They called usby turns. Thepeopleon
night duty had to livein their camp until werotated. | had towork inthenight for
threenights. | had to stay until someone cameto replace me. We had to work for
them every night and day. It washard work. Now my cart isleft there with the
Army. I'll never go back to get my cart and belongingsany more. Thereare about
500 soldiersthere now, | guess.

How did they collect your rice for the first time?

They collected all of our paddy on thefirst day they arrived. They ordered usto
bring our paddy to them and to build abuilding for our own paddy. They ordered us
tobringal of our paddy to their camp together becausethey saidthey didn’t want us
to feed Karen soldiers. They said if we kept our paddy in our own homes, the
Karen soldierswould comeand eat and it would give strengthto Karen soldiers. So
we haveto beg our rice back from them, weighed by scalelittle by little. We must
buy it back from them, our own paddy. They would never giveit back tousfor free.
We had to pay ten kyatsfor eight milk-tins of paddy, or 160 kyatsfor two big tins.
They kept itintheir camp, and they only gaveyou onebig tin [about 15 kg.] each
time. When it wasgonewe hadto gotothemagain.

They wrotedown thevillagers namesand a so the names of the peoplewho brought
their paddy to them. They went around finding out how many peoplewerein each
family and wroteit down. Many villagersran away and hid in theforest, but the
soldierstried tolook for them and catch them. Some peopl e escaped, but only men.
They |eft their children and wives, ranto theforest with their riceand hid there, and
they had alot of trouble. [ Themen fleeto avoid torture and forced labor, whilethe
women and children hopeto betreated better and stay behind to try to protect their
home, land and belongings.]

Somefamiliesfled to other places, and some came here. Somefamilieshereare
frommy village, and somearefrom Lay Wah Ploh - itisvery closetomy village. We
didn’t comethe sameway becausewedidn’'t dareto wait for each other. Wefeared
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that the soldierswould see us. They would catch usif they saw us.
Why did you choose this place to come and stay?

Because we knew this place and thought we could get food here. Wewalked one
day to get here. Wetraveled at night, and we ran quickly when we crossed the
[ Thanbyuzayat-Three Pagodas Pass| road. We worried that if wewent to other
placeswewould have no food to eat. We had never been to Thailand beforesowe
dared not go there, and also we didn’t know how to go there. We heard that inthis
place our white younger brothersand sisterstake care of the people, sowecame[in
Karen legend, the Caucasian isthe younger sibling of the Karen peopl€]. If they
didn’t take care of us, wewould die. Sol cameto cry untothemfor help. Please
have mercy upon us.

Now that you are here do you want to go back again?

Wethink wewill stay hereand not go back any more. If wecan’t stay herewewill
continueour travel sbut never go back. Everybody inour villageisafraid.

What do you hope for the future?

We hopeto stay here.

Interview 46: HRV: Forced Labor, Torture

Name: Saw Nee Taw Thaw

S Made

Age 18

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Marita status. Sngle

Address: Kyone Yaw village, southern DooplayaDistrict, Karen State
Dateof interview: April 2,1997

Source: KHRG

When did you leave your village?

Oneweek ago. I'm from Kyone Yaw. | came here because | was afraid of the
SLORC. They captured measaporter and | had to carry thingsfor them and climb
themountains. When | couldn’t carry thingsfor them they beat me, so whenwe
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reached themountain | ran away.
Did they beat you hard?

Yes, they beat mevery hard. | wasin pain. They beat mewiththeir handswhilethey
pointed their gunsat me. | just had to bear that, so later | ran away. When | was
withthem | didn’t seeanyonekilled by them, but | saw them besat other peoplevery
hardwith astick. After beating them, they ordered the peopleto carry things. We
had to carry very far and climb the mountains, and if we couldn’t climb wewere
beaten by the soldiers. They wouldn’t put any medicine on my wound, or onthe
woundsof other porters. They wouldkill usif wecouldn’t carry their ammunition
andfood. Therewereabout 30 portersand 100 soldiers. They werefrom Division
44,

Did they see you when you were escaping?

Yes, they saw me along the path and they shot at metwo or threetimes. | didn't go
home, | ran straightaway to here. Ittook mefour days.

What do you think about the future? Wl you stay here or go back?

I’ll stay here. | don’t want to go back. If thesituationisgood I’ll go back, but if the
enemy doesn'tleavel won't go back to thevillage.

Whereareyour parents?
InKyoneYaw. My mother isold. | think they can’t leave. [Note: hisparentshave

noway of knowingwhereheis, or even whether heisgtill divel]

Interview 47: HRV: Forced Labor, Torture, Child, Women

Name: Moo Nay

Sx: Made

Age 40

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status: Married with saven children

Address: Lay Wah Plohvillage, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: April 2, 1997

Source: KHRG
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When did you arrive here?

Threedaysago. The Burmesesoldiersforced usto do hard work for them and hurt
us. Wewereafraid of them so weran away.

When did the Burmese soldiersarrive at your village?

Onemonth and six daysago. They camearound our village and took my riceand
animalsto eat. After that they called ustogether and forced usto work hard for
them, doing thingslikefencing the placewherethey will settledown, digging holes
for themto protect themsalves, and clearing al the bushesfrom their place. Wea so
had to cut alot of bamboo and carry it tothem. Itwasn’tinmy village. Wehad to
go and do al thesethingsin Kyone Yaw every day. Other villagersalso. Every
villagemust doit. | hadtowork inthehot sunall day carrying heavy thingsfor them.
It washard work, but they allowed no periodtorest. They didn’t beat me, but they
shouted at me. | worked therefor three days. They gathered ustogether, wrote
down our names, and then 20 peopl e had to go and work for them each day, for
threedaysat atime.

Lay Wah Ploh village has 53 houses. They divided our 20 peopleinto two groups.
Onegroup had to cut and carry the bamboo and the other group had towork intheir
camp digging the holes, cleaning the camp, etc. They didn’t call porters, but they
ordered usto bring our cartsto them and they used our cartsaswell asour bullocks.

Did they hurt any peoplein your village?

Yes, they hurt oneman from my village. Hehad to guard thecarts. They didn’'ttie
him but they beat him.

Did they also collect thevillagers' rice?

For now they didn’t collect our paddy, but they forced usto build abuilding to hold
our paddy in our headman’sgarden. They ordered that oneweek ago. Asfor me,
| didn’t do that but ran away to escape.

Did your family come together with you?

Yes, wewent out together at night time. All night and all the next day wewalked

fromour placeto here. Whenwewerewalking we hoped to get to asafeplace. We
thought that thisplace would be asafe placefor us, sowecamehere.
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What do you hope for the future of you and your family?
If wecan stay herewewill stay. If wecan't stay herewewill goforward, but wewill

never go back toour village. I'mnot sureif thisplaceissafe, | don't know, but if we
haveto moveagainwewill. Thatismy decision.

Interview 48: HRV: Arrest, Forced L abor

Name: Saw Kenyaw

Sx: Made

Age 56

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd satus: Marriedwithfivechildren

Address: Lay Wah Plohvillage, Kyalntownship, Karen State
Dateof interview: April 2, 1997

Source: KHRG

| arrived herethree daysago, with my family. Therewereafew familiestill inthe
village, but most had left thevillage. They left after the SLORC arrived. Thesoldiers
captured me, | wasthefirst one captured. Thenwe had to stay in Lay Wah Ploh
villagefor threedays, with onecart. After that they called meto Kyone Yaw village.
They wereteasing me. They asked me, “Areyou aRingworm? You are abig
Ringworm. You arethe Great Eagle of theRingworm!” [* Ringworm” (ngapway) is
aderogatory SLORC namefor Karen soldiers.] | told them, “ Go ahead and cut my
throat.” A soldier said, “Wewill kill youwithinthe next threehours.” After three
hourshe came and said hewasjust joking, and hewouldn’t kill me. Hesaid, “The
ringworm, whenthey seeusthey just smileandwedon't redize, andthenthey kill us.
Theonewho amileslikeyouistheonewho cankill us.” [*Saw Kenyaw” smilesand
jokesalot.]

Hedidn't tiemeup, but he kept meheld in ahousewith five other captives. All five
of ushad been captured at the sametime. Therewasno floor, wehad to stay onthe
ground. Oneroom wasfor the bullock-cart driver and the other room wasfor us.
[ The bullock-cart driver was probably the cart owner being forced to do labor with
hiscart, whilethe other fivewere suspected ‘ ringworm'’.] They asked many questions
but I don’t remember all of them. They kept saying and accusing that we were
‘ringworm’. They triedtothreaten usand claimthat wearetheir enemies, whichwas
not true.
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Did they threaten you when they were asking the questions?

Yes, oneaimed hisgun at mewhilethe other questioned me. They took aknifeand
shaved my scalp threetimes[shaving hishair off] and they sawed theknife back and
forth acrossmy throat. They beat methreetimesonmy head and threetimeson my
leg. Whenthey shaved my head it bled. It wasvery painful, but | just had to bear it.

| don’t know how many hoursit was, but at 2 p.m. we hadto go. After beatingme
itwastimetoleave. ThenwehadtotakethemtoMeh T’ Pret villageto get their
rations- rice, milk, and sugar. We had to send them and carry therationsall inthe
bullock cart. Ittook eight daysto gothere.

Why did you flee your village?

| left because | wasafraid that they would catch me and force meto work for them

again. | left separately fromthe other villagers, but we met ontheway.

Interview 49: HRV: Livelihood, Forced L abor, Child, M ovement

Name: Saw TamlaHtoo

S Made

Age 60

Ethniaty: Karenhill farmer

Rdigion: Chridian

Maritd status: Married with saven children

Address: Meh T’ Li village, southern DooplayaDisdtrict, Karen State
Dateof interview: April 2,1997

Source: KHRG

I’ ve been herefor threeweeksnow. Thereasonwhy | left my village was because
everything wasall mixed up. Wewerelivinginlittle groupshereand another group
there and our houseswereintheir path. The SLORC Army came and the Karen
Army came and passed through our village. When they crossed pathstherewas
fighting, and wefeared the crossfirewould hit ussowehad tofleeour village. Before
therewasno fighting, only starting last year and thisyear thefighting came. There
wasfighting last monthin March, and therewasa sofighting in December and January
inour village. Meh T’ Li isabout six milesfrom Kyun Chaung whichistwo hours
walk.

Our villagewas KNU areabecausetherewasagatethere. SLORC often cameto
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thevillage even when the KNU stayed there. When the SLORC camelast month
they occupied thevillage, but when they wereleaving the Karen soldierscameback,
and when the Karen soldiers attacked with great force SLORC ran away. The
villagersran and dived and took shelter under the houses and treesand besidethe
stream. TheBurmesedidn'tlikeit whenthevillagersran away far fromthem. They
said to usnot to run away, just to stay closeto them [asashield, and not to go and
tell the KNLA wherethe SLORC were positioned].

Now the SLORCisinthevillage. Whenthey camethey caled dl thevillagerswho
werestaying at their hill farms, up the streamsand hiding in the bush to come back
and stay inthevillage. They saidtothevillagers, “If you are good people comeand
liveinthevillageand wewon’t do anything toyou”, so thevillagerscameback and
stayed inthevillage. But the KNDO Karen told usnot to go back. Now that the
SLORC hasoccupied thevillage, the KNDO hasrun away to other places. When
therewasno morefighting, somevillagerswent back and stayed near theroad. The
SLORC saidthat if any fighting startsthey won't differentiate between thecivilians
and the soldiers, they will shoot everyone.

We werethere and waited to see what the SLORC would do. Thenthe SLORC
dartedtakingal the property and va uablesfromthevill agersand burning their houses,
andthey atedl thechickensand pigsthat they found. Eventhecattle, they shot them
dead and atethem. While | wasthere they took all the clothes and threw them
around dl over theplace. Wedidn't dare say anything to them. From my housethey
took all the clothing that wasgood and al thericethat they found. They took eight
bigtinsof rice[about 125 kg./2501b.] and al the chickens. My housewascloseto
theroad so they took everything. They took everything from all the peoplewhose
houseswere closeto theroad.

Did they take all therice and put it into one place?
No, they did not do that.
How many houses are there in your village?

Therearethreeareasinthevillage. Beforewehadto fleetherewere morethan 100
housesin Meh T’ Li village, but now some of thevillagers hide up the streamsand
somestay in Lay MineHta, some stay in Htee Kay Kee and some of them stay in
Meh T’ Li Kee, they aredl scattered. Now thereareonly 20 familiesonthenorthern
sideand 6 familieswherel live. Theothershaveall fled up the stream or downthe
stream, or they’ verun away to other villageslikeLay MineHta, Meh T’ Li Keeand
Htee Kay Kee.
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Snce the SLORC occupied the village have they asked the villagers to do
anything?

The SLORC ordered them to dig trenches, build their barracks, fencetheir base,
carry water and cut wood. The SLORC asked them to build the postin Ah Grime
thatis, between Meh T’ Li and Ah Ploh. Three peoplefrom my village had to go,
and othersfrom Ah Ploh, Lay Poand Ler Say villages. My son hadto go for three
days. They hadto taketheir own food. He had to take hisown tools. Hehad to
fencethebarracks. Therewereabout 20 or 30 villagersthere. Thereweremore
than 100 soldiers staying there. Thevillagershad to cut and carry thematerialsto
build thefence. For example, if they had tenvillagersfrom Ah Plohthenfiveof them
haveto cut three big bamboo each and the other five had to stay with the soldiersin
their post [building thefence]. For three daysthreevillagershad to go from our
village, then another villagers had to replace them for the next three days. All of
thosewho went were men.

Did they demand any porters?

Yes, they called for porterswhen they came, but the people who stayed near the
road they didn’t even call, they just arrested them al and took them. Then they beat
and kicked them.

When the SLORC came to occupy the village did they come with porters from
other places?

Yes, the porters came with them, the portersran to escape and cameto eat rice at
my house.

Snce the SLORC occupation can the villagers move around freely?

No, if they want to go to other villagesthey haveto ask permission fromthemilitary
authoritiesfor a3-day pass. Their namesare noted down, and after three daysthey
haveto report back personaly.

Has there been any fighting since the SLORC occupation?

Yes, therewasfighting aweek ago outsidethe village between the SLORC and the
KNU. Sometimeswhenthe KNDO comesto thevillage and then SLORC comes
too thereisfighting, and none of them arewounded but thevillagersdieinstead of
them, so weleft thevillage. The KNDO said, “Becauseyou areliving with the
enemy thismeansyou sympathize with them, sowhen thereisfighting wemust shoot
you aso. Wetoldyouto get out of thevillage, soif something happenstoyouitis
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your own fault.” [Note: this goes against KNU policy. It showsabad KNDO
officer, possibly madeworse by thefrustration the current SLORC offensive has
created in much of theKaren military.]

Did you have any difficulties coming here?

It wasvery difficult to come here, we couldn’t follow themain route. Wecamethe
Meh T’ Li Keeway, and we had to climb many mountains. KNDO wasaong the
main route and the SL ORC werea so going a ong that route, so wewereafraid that
if therewasfighting between them wewould be caught in the crossfireand wouldn' t
know which way to run. So wetook aroundabout route which was further but
safer. We came here because the SLORC were al over our areaand we hadn’t
heard of the SLORC attacking here, and because we heard that we could get food
herethrough people’ smercy. | couldn’t bring any blankets, just one cooking pot
and only three of our children. All our clothesand belongingsweretaken by the
SLORC, we had nothing | eft there and no way to make our living, so whatever the
problemswill beherel left my villageand cameto stay here. If | amallowedto Stay
herel will stay, andif not I will go onto some other place, but if thereispeace|
would liketo go back to my own villagebecausel till have my land there. SLORC
can take our bel ongingsand burn down our houses, but even they cannot take and
carry our land away.

Interview 50: HRV: Livelihood, Women, Forced Labor, Torture,
Killing

Name: Naw May Oo Paw

Sx: Femde

Age 21

Ethniaty: Karen

Rdigion: Buddhist

Maritd status. Married with no children

Address: Kaw Zavillage, Kyaik Maraw township, Mon State
Dateof interview: April 3,1997

Placeof interview: Thai-Burmaborder near KNU 4th Brigade area
Source: KHRG

[Naw May Oo Paw arrived at the Thai border on April 2, 1997. Her villageisnot
directly inthepath of the offensive, but it has<till been affected.]

| left Kaw Zavillage about ten daysago. The Burmese Army were collecting taxes
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inthevillage. Wewereforcedto pay, otherwisethey threatened us. Eventhevillage
eldershad tofollow their orders. SLORC collected rice and other food from the
villagersand we had to send four or five bullock cartsloaded with food for them.
We d so had to send portersthrough alottery system. Children also had to do that.
Inmy village, therewere about 300 to 400 houses. Sometimesthey demanded ten
porters, sometimessix. Our village head didn’t want to send people, so he needed
to pay bribes to the soldiers. He collected the money, 10,000 kyats from each
household [possibly for thewholeyear]. The Karen soldiersa so demanded porters.
We had to send two villagerstwice aweek according to thedraw system. If someone
didn’t want to go, hehad to pay somemoney. Occasionaly, SLORC soldierscame
and asked for paddy, fivetins[about 15 kg. per tin] from each house.

And during the current offensive against 6th Brigade [ Dooplaya District] ?

Same as before. The KNLA also collects soldiers, the same asbefore. Itisas
usual. During the offensive, the Karen soldiers came and asked for food. The
headman didn’t giveit tothem sothey looted it fromthevillagers.

SLORC also came, took food and collected some porters. Whenthey entered the
village, dl themen hadtofleeand hide. Thenthey arrested eventhechildren. Even
if we had already given money for porter fees, they still cameto collect people.

Both of them [SLORC and KNLA] alwayscometo our village. Sometimesthey
meet. Sothevillageeldershaveto go and request SLORC aswell asKNLA not to
fightinour village. SLORC doesnot have complete control over our village. They
sad, “If weseeKaren soldiersinthevillage, weare going to burnit down and make
it likean ashtray”. The Karen soldiersare afraid of SLORC burning down the
village, and they alow thevillagerstoleavefor ashort timewhenthe SLORC arrives.

OnMarchxxxx, when | wascoming back from Moulmein hospital, dongtheroad |
saw two truckloads of soldiers, two truckloads of porters, onetruckload of dogs
[possibly to search for landmines] and onetruck loaded with mulesfor carrying

things

Then after | got back, | met two portersnear arubber plantationin Lakasai village.
Oneof them had beeninjured in hischeeks by aknife. He could not speak at all.
Theother onewasinjured onhisnose. Hecould speak. Hesaidtome, “Pleasehelp
usl” | wasafraid of them. It wasnight time. | asked them, “How can | help you?
Wherehaveyou comefrom?’ Hesaid, “Wewerearrestedin Moulmein.” | didn't
ask them their names. Both of themwerefrom Moulmein. They were Burman. |
didn’t ask their ages, but maybe around 30. Hesaid hewasarrested in Moulmein
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market when hiswifewassdllingthings. “I wasarrested when | wentto givealunch
box to my wife”, hetold me. Theother one[who could not speak] wasalso arrested
inthemarket. All of them werearrested, tied with arope. They had to work onthe
road construction near Kyone Done. They took them by truck to the construction
sitenear Kyone Done. Someof themfell sick and somedied. They got nothing to
eat. The SLORC soldiersonly fed them some bananastems. Thisonemanwas
stabbedin hischeeksand fell downinthevalley. Another manwho remained at the
top of the hill had histhroat cut.

Why were they tortured like that?

They had nofood to givetothelaborers, sothey wanted themtodie. Thevillagers
became aburden for them. | think these two men complained to the sol diersthat
they had no food to eat so acruel soldier stabbed one of themin hischeeks so that
he could not eat, and cut the other on hisnose.

| offered them somefood. After the meal, he said that they wanted to go to the
hospital. Hehad no money. Hisfamily wasarrested too. He had no money to pay
for thetreatment. So| gavethem 2,000 kyatsand took them to the hospital. First
| brought the men to Lakasai. When we arrived at the car road, we went to the
hospital by passenger truck. | requested the nurseto take care of them and towrite
aletter to their parents. One of them needed blood. Then | went back home. |
didn’t ask how long they weretaken for [asporters]. | didn’t ask any other questions
because my duty wasjust to get themto hospital.

After that, when | went to Kyauk Kweh | met another porter who had escaped from
the SLORC soldiers. Hehad lost hisway near Kyauk Kweh. | didn’'t seeany injury
on hisbody. Hesaid that hewastortured, so hefled. Hesaid, “I didn’t haveenough
food and had nowater todrink. | hadtodrink my ownurine.” | asked him, “Where
areyou goingback to?’ Hesaidtoxxxx. Hewasaporter and the Burmese soldiers
tortured him. That’swhy heran away. Hewasan old man. He said he had some
children.

TheYaWaTa]Village LORC] authoritiesordered that al the peoplewho possessa
television and video set must show two video tapes[generally, the only peoplewho
own such equipment arethosewho run public cinemahouses]. If they didn’t show
thesevideo tapes, the authoritieswoul d seize the video equipment. My mother told
meto go and seethese video tapes. Onetape showed Karen soldiersand Burmese
soldierskilling each other with many casualties on both sides[thisisto promotethe
new SLORC linecalling everyoneto “exchangearmsfor peace”, i.e. surrender, as
shownon TV Myanmar and inthe New Light of Myanmar]. The second onewas
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the surrendering ceremony of Karen soldiers[ThaMuh Heh and sometroopsfrom
KNLA #16 Battalion, when ThaMuh Heh went on hiskneesbefore SL ORC Genera
Maung Aye and Maung Ayewa ked ontheKarenflag]. | don’t know the name of
the commander. Inthat tape, | saw alot of weaponssurrendered. Therewasone
Karen Buddhist monk shownin Kyaikdon, and it said that when somebody wantsto
surrender to the SLORC, hewill informthe SLORC for them.

IsKaw Za village a Karen village?

Yes, mainly Karen. Mostly Buddhist. Only ten Burmesehouseholdsarelivingthere.
Nobody has surrendered to the SLORC in my village.

IsDKBAinyour village?

Usudly itisthe SLORC Army that comesto our village. SometimesevenaSLORC
Intelligence man, disguised asablanket-seller. Thosewith theyellow headband
[DKBA] usually come and ask for money, chickenand food. The headman cannot
collect everything for them so hegivesthethingshimsdf [from hisown possessions,
not fromthevillagerg|.

What isthefeeling in your village?

At night timewe haveto hideand deepin other places. Wedo not dleepinour own
houses. Sometimesthe SLORC troopsand the Karen soldiersare shooting at each
other, and sometimesthey rob our village.

When you fled, did you see many soldiers along the way?

| saw many Burmese sol diersal ong the Thanbyuzayat-Three Pagodas Passroad but
| didn’'t seeany Karen soldiers. The Burmese soldierscollected 1,000 kyatsfrom
each [passenger] truck. They also shot apassenger truck. | saw two burnt carsand
onebullock cart dong theroad, ontheway to Thanbyuzayat near xxxx. Inmy truck
therewerefour soldiersbut in all the othersthere were many more soldiers. Sol
asked asoldier, “Oh Uncle! Why arethosecarsall burnt?’ “We shot them”, he
replied. Then | asked: “Why did you shoot?’ “We shot at the Karen soldiers.
Unfortunately somecivilianswerea sowounded. We couldn’t givethem treatment
so we shot them”, he explained to me. Then | spoketo an old man: “Oh Uncle!
How many werekilled?” Hesaid, “ Anold woman wasshot inthe back of her head
and died onthe spot. Someof her relativesalso died.”
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Interview 51: HRV: Refugee

Name: Saw Ber Kaw

Sx: Made

Age 42

Ethniaty: Karen, farmer

Address: TaPi Lay Kovillage, Ler Mu Lahtownship, Karen State

Dateof interview: April 3, 1997
Placeof interview: KNU 4th Brigadearea
Source: KHRG

[Wheninterviewed " Saw Ber Kaw” had just arrived at the Thai border with agroup
of 500 new refugees. A large SLORC force had moved southward undetected
through valeyspardle tothe Tenasserim valey and had suddenly appearedinvillages
likeTaPi Lay Ko, which had been far fromthefrontline, withlittle or nowarning.]

I’'mfrom TaPi Lay Ko. 1,000 refugeeshad gathered there[from villagesfurther up
the Tenasserim River closer tothefrontling]. OnMarch 25 we started to leave TaPi
Lay Ko and fled up the KaKyu stream. Whenwe arrived at Haw Thu areawe
heard Burmese gunshots, and the refugees divided into two groups. Onegroup of
about 500 people fled [upstream, east toward the border] to TaPi Kee and the
other group went back [westward] to TaPi Lay Ko. The peoplewhoranto TaPi
Keehid there, 500 of them. The peoplewho went back to TaPi Lay Kothenran
downthe[Tenasserim] river to Si Praw Hta.

AtKaKyuHta[upriver from TaPi Lay Ko] therewasnot asingleKarensoldier. In
Haw Thu areatherewereno Karen soldiers. WhentheBurmesefired onthevillagers
around Haw Thu, our group of 500 villagersfledto TaPi Lay Ko, and thendownthe
river to Si Praw Hta. The Burmeseran after us placeto place and then when they
arrived at S Praw Htathey fired their biggunsonus. InSi Praw Htathe Burmese
pounded with 30 big shells. At that timethereweren’t any soldiersthere. All were
villagers. Therewereonly oneor two Karen soldiers.

Where did you run to?
Me, | waswiththegroup at Si Praw Hta. Onewaswounded. A man, over 20 years
old. Hewasfrom TaPi Lay Ko. When the shellslanded we ran, we ran up the

streams, placeto place until wearrived at the border onthe March 28.

Now where are the refugees?
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Alongtheway near Si Praw Htatherearestill 80to 100 people, becausethey are
sick, they can’t walk or they have small babies. Halfway along theway there’s
another group of about 300 [along distance upstream from Si Praw Hta, towards
theborder]. Attheborder at Lay Per Kothereisagroup of 50. Near the border
at Huay BaKlai there are 80 or 100 refugees back there. Some others are in
Thailand now. About another 400 refugeesare coming to Naw LaDaw and will
arriveat 10 am. tomorrow [to crossthe border].

Interview 52: HRV: Refugee, Killing, Child

Name: Saw Ku Hser

S Made

Age 30

Ethniaty: Karen, hill farmer

Rdigion: Animig

Maritd status: Widower with two children

Address: Way Toh Ray village, Ler Mu Lah township, Karen State
Dateof interview: April 3,1997

Source: KHRG

When did the Burmese arrive in Way Toh Ray village?

They arrived on the 25th [of March], inthe afternoon at about 1 0’ clock. They
camethrough thehills, but at Meh Ngaw there'sacar road so they cameaong the
car road. | arrived herefour daysago. Ittook me oneday aongtheway. One of
themenin our group had only one child with him. Shewas 13 yearsold, and she
died dongtheway. Whenwewerefleeing dongthepathit wasraining, and hischild
got malariaand died because we had to Sleep intherain. When wewere coming,
people said that agroup of Burmese Army wascrossing in front of us. Wehadto
hurry up and gointhe middle of the night intherain. So the manwhosechild had
died had notimeeventolook after [bury] hisdead child’sbody. Hehad notime.

Did all thevillagersrun?

All thevillagersran away, but some of them arestill staying not far away fromthe
village. If the Burmese catch up them they will arrest them, maketroublefor them
and only some of themwill haveany chanceto survive. I’ ve heard much bad news
fromthevillagesincel arrived here. Wecan't do anything. When | was coming
along theway | heard that the enemy came behind us and burned down housesin
Way ToRay and Si Pyet. 1 would liketo go back and seewhat ishappeninginmy
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village, but it’snot easy totravel there. | don't darego back just likethis, butif | had
agun maybe| could go back to my village.

What did you bring along with you?

| cameaongwithjust what you can seehere, Thral [Thra="teacher’], respectful
form of address; he pointed to asmall mosquito net, acoupleof shirts, and asmall
bag of rice.] Thevillagerscarriedtheir things, but when they heard bad newsthey
havethrew away their thingsalong the path. | only brought some of my things. |
havetwo pots, three plates, and abig spoon for my family. | havetwo children - the
older is5yearsold. Theother daughter stayed behind, where sheisstayingisnot far
fromtheenemy right now. Sheis3yearsold. My wifedied threeyearsago and | eft
mewith two children. One stayswith my mother, and onewith my mother-in-law.
[Hefled with hismother and older child.] My parentsstay withmehere, but | don’t
know where my mother-in-law and my younger child are.

Do you have problems here now?
We have problemsfor al the people, for al thefuture.

Now the Burmese say they will make peace for Karen people. Do you dare go
back?

| dareto go, but | don’t dare go back and stay among the Burmese. | dareto go
back if I haveagunin my hand and go with the Karen Army, then | dareto go back
and fight them because |’ ve donethat before.

The Burmese call all the Karen refugeesto come back in peace and help build
car roads.

Our enemy calsustodothis, but neverinmy lifewill | dothis. Neverinmy lifewill
| dotheir work, evenif they order metodoit.

Do you think you' [l have to be here long?
| don’t know whether we' Il haveto stay herelong or not, | can’t say.
What about the refugees from Maw Ma Sa, etc. who were in the area? [The

hundreds of villagers who had fled SLORC forced relocation orders and were
shelteringin Way Toh Ray and other villages of KNU-controlled territory.]
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Some of them arrived here. They’ ve had to fleetwo timesalready, so they have
nothing. | aso havenothing, but people have given mesomethings. | carried some
of my thingsthat were old and | eft somethat werenew. When | ran out of my village,
the Burmeseweren't shelling with big gunsbut they were shooting their small arms.
There were just over ten Karen soldiers - ten here, five there, three there. Our
livestock, our riceand our housefurnishings, al of themwereleft behind, wecouldn't
bringany of it. After wegot hereweheard that the soldiersfromthefrontlinesenta
message that the Burmese had burned down our houses. We heard that awoman
was about to givebirthin Way Toh Ray but the Burmesewereall around them, so
her husband ran away, they burned the house and shewasburned to deathin thefire.

Do you think the Thais are going to make problems here?
| don't know yet. It'suptothe[camp] leadershere. If they arrange everything for

usitshouldbedl right, but if they can’t and the Thaisdo anything thenwewill dl die.

Interview 53: HRV: Refugee, Livelihood, Forced Labor,
Torture, Arrest

Name: Na AungKlyi

S Made

Age 75years

Ethniaty: Mon, farmer

Rdigion: Buddhigt

Address: Wai Thar Leevillage, Kya-Inn- Seikyi township, Karen
State.

Dateof interview: April 5, 1997

Placeof interview: Ha ockani Mon refugee camp, Mon State

Source; MIS

When did you arrive at thisvillage (Hal ockhani refugee camp) and what isyou
main work in your native village?

| arrived heretwo daysago. (He hasno house and hiswholefamily staysin other
refugees house.) Whilel wasinmy village, | hadasmall farmand | grew rice. But
thesoil wasbad and thefield wasnot good | also cut fire-woodsin theforest and sell
ittoearnmoney. After theend of therainy season, | grew vegetablesand sold them
inthevillage.

Thisyear, after | had givenricetothegovernment (thegovernment officiasbuy rice
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from local farmersat low price, and the farmersfeel like they givetheir riceto
government free of charge, | wasleft with only 200 basketsof rice. InMarch, one
of my sonswasarrested by the soldiersto be useas porter and | gave 25,000 kyats
tothemilitary in Kya-Inn- Seikyi townfor hisrelease. Many villagerswere arrested
by soldiersand they were sent to the front-linesin the offensives against the Karen
soldiers.

Besides the arrests of the portersin dry season, did the soldiers force you to
provide freelabor in the construction?

Yes. Thesoldiersforced usto build theroad that camefrom Kya- inn - seikyi town.
TheBurmesetroopsfrom IB. 32 from Kya-inn-seikyi town always cameto our
village and cdlled the meetingswith village headmen and sometimes, with villagers.
Normally, every timethey camethey asked for portersor laborersto build theroad.

The villager laborers were used to build the Kya-inn-seikyi-Taungbauk road
construction. Sincelast year November, about 50 villagersfrom our village had to
work inthe congtruction everyday. Somerich villagerspaid cashto military through
village headmen and avoided theforced |abor. But they wereonly asmall number.

Where isthe work -site? Did the villagers sleep in the work-site?

No. Thework-siteisnot sofar fromour village. We could go early inthemorning
and takefood along with us. We completed worksabout 5 p.m. inthe evening.
Villagerswho camefromthevillage of Bokadaw, Lakepyotu, Pharkapo, Thadarpyat,
Badargyi whicharefar from thework-sitedept in our village monastery and | eft for
thework-sitetogether with us.

How did the military instruct conscription of the villagers who were far from
the construction?

They gavethe ordersdirectly to the village headmen and dictated the number of
villagerstowork inthecongtruction site. If thevillage headmen refused, themilitary
threatened the villagersthat they would burn down thevillages. The soldierscould
not reach these villagesvery often but whilethey launched patrol with huge number
of troopsthey could burn downthevillagesto ashes. Sothevillagerswereafraid
and went to the construction.

Did the soldiers guard the villagers while they were working? Did they miss-
treat the villagers?
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Yes. Mogt soldiersfrom Kya-Inn-Seikyi town guarded the villagerswhileworking.
They walked around and a ong the embankment and if they saw thevillagers stop
working, they would beat them. Once, | wasal so beaten by twoyoung soldiers. As
| wasan old men, whilel wastaking arest under asmall treeintherice-field, the
two soldiers saw meand shouted at meto continueworking. | could not move back
fast to the construction and because | was s ow, they cameand hit meseverely with
their strong fist. Onesoldier held metightly with hisstrong armsand other one
bstruck my facetill it wasblack and | lost two teeth.

Were the other villagers beaten like you?

| think very few. Maost young villagerscould work for thewholetimeand so satisfied
thesoldiers. But old menlikeme could not work hard and that madethe soldiers

angry.

Besidesthe conscription of forced labor in theroad construction, can you explain
to me what other abuses have been committed by soldiers?

Arresting for porterswasvery constant inour village. Sometimes, inthe normal
Stuationwhentherewasno fighting with Karen troops, they dwaysasked for regular
portersto carry suppliesand ammunitionsfor their patrols. From February through
May they cameinto thevillagevery often and arrested the villagersto use as porters
intheir big offensivesagainst the Karen troops. About 50 villagersfrom our village
werearrested and were sent to thefrontline. Before | came here, as| knew, three
villagersdisappeared and | believethey had died inthe battles.

Related to portering case, how did the villagers have to pay the military?

If one of your relatives, your son or husband, was arrested you had to pay the
military form 10,000 kyats (in February) to 25,000 kyats (in March) to get him
back. The portering feefor each family every monthisaround 300 kyats. When
they had offensives against the Karen troops, they asked about 1,000 kyats per
month.
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