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12. Freedom of Movement

12.1. Background

Citizenscouldtravel freely withinthe country except for limitationsin areasof ethnic
armed activities, but haveto notify loca authoritiesof their wheregbouts. All citizens
arerequired to inform the authorities of their movement within the country. The
authoritiesclosaly monitor thetravel and activitiesof many citizens, particularly those
known to be politically active. Thennamesof overnight guests must be reported to
andregistered withtheloca authorities.  Authorities sometimesenter homesduring
night hoursto check registration documents of occupantsasaform of monitoring
persona movements.

Leaving the country (legally) requires the possession of specific government
authorization, whichitisextremely difficult to obtain. The SLORC/SPDC carefully
scrutinizes prospectivetravel abroad. Thisproducesrampant corruption asmany
applicants are forced to pay large bribes to obtain passports to which they are
otherwiseentitled. Theofficial board that reviews passport applicationsdeniesin
some casesgpparently on political ground. All collegeand higher education graduates
who obtain passport (except for certain government employees) arerequired to pay
aspecia education clearancefeeto reimbursethe Government. Theauthoritieson
occas on restrict theissuance of passportsto young femal e applicants seeking work
abroad, reportedly to prevent young women from being enticed to travel abroad for
jobsthat areinfactinthecommercia sexindustry. EachtimeBurmesecitizenscome
back to the country, they arerequired to return their passportsto the authorities; a
passport application must be submitted each timethey want to travel outsidethe
country.

Restrictionson foreign travel ers have been eased as part of an effort to promote
tourism. Burmeseembassiesissuetourist visas, vaid for onemonth, within 24 hours
of application. However, select categories of applicants, such asforeign human
rightsadvocates, journalistsand political figures, continueto bedenied entry visas
unlesstraveling under the aegis of asponsor acceptableto the SLORC/SPDC, and
for purpose approved by theauthorities. Although someareasof the country remain
closed toforeignersfor security reasons, the authoritiespermit travel to most other
destinations. Rangoon-based diplomatsgeneraly must apply ten daysin advance
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for travel outside thecapital.

12.2. Restriction on the Movement of Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi

Sincelate 1996, the authorities have prohibited the weekend gatheringsin front of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’ sresidence at which sheand other NLD leadersformerly
responded to lettersfrom the public and delivered speeches. Military barricades set
up inlate 1996 on theroad leading to her house maintained until May 1997. After
that army checkpointsremainsin place near her house, and at atimesof hightension
the barricadesreappear. Her freedom to leave her compound or to receivevisitors
isseverely restricted. For most of theyear, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi remainsunder
virtual housearrest, having to ask for permissionto leave her homein order to meet
local andinternational media.

INn1997, NL D wasallowed to hold some cel ebratory gatherings, but with harassment
to the participants by the security personnel. On January 4, some 1,000 NLD party
membersand guest marked the forty-ninth anniversary of Burma'sIndependence.
OnFebruary 12, theNLD held Union Day celebrationsat Daw Aung San SuuKyi’s
house, dthoughamilitary barricade prevented at least half of theguestsfrom attending.
Onthenext day, someNL D memberswho played aprominent roleat the cel ebrations
werearrested. InApril, theNLD held New Year celebrations attended by some
600 supporters. All of whom had to register at the military checkpoint outside of
Daw Aung San SuuKyi’shouse.

OnMay 27, NLD attempted to hold aparty congressasan anniversary of theMay
1990 electionvictory. Some 316 NL D memberswere prevented from attending
the gathering, thoughfew wereactualy detained. Thosefew wereheldin government
guest housesfor up to two weeks, while otherswere placed under temporary house
arrest or otherwisewarned not to go to Rangoon.

On September 28, the NL D was permitted to hold aceremony marking the ninth
anniversary of thefounding of theparty. Whilethe SLORC/SPDC gave express
permissionto alow 300 membersto attend, some 700 werereported to have arrived
at Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’shouse. All thoseattending had to givetheir personal
detailsto military intelligence officersat the house, and somethirty NLD activists
weredenied permission to attend and were removed from the area.

On October 21, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, accompanied by NLD Chairman U Tin
Oo, Central Executive Committee member U Soe Myint and someelected NLD
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representatives, went to Thakata Township to organizethe NLD Youthwing. This
was her first trip outside the capital sincebeing released from her house arrest.

Her second organizing trip on October 28 was disturbed by the authorities. Onthe
morning of October 28, the NL D attempted to hold ameeting at its Mayangone
township office on the outskirts of Rangoon. However, the security forces set up
barricadesand blocked Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’ ssupportersfrom meeting with her.
Thismeeting had been planned in order to reorganize the Mayangon township’s
NLD youthwing. A number of them wererounded up and trucked several miles
away wherethey werethen released. Riot police scuffled withadozen of NLD
supportersand prevented them from meeting with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi wasbarred by theauthoritiesfrom leaving her residenceto
attend the planned party meeting in Tamwetownship NL D office on November 5.
Inthe statement of the SLORC, it said “In order to prevent any unnecessary incidents
fromtaking placethe NL D Tamwe Township representatives have been informed
by therdevant authoritiesto refrain from hol ding unauthorized outdoor politica ralies
inthetownship on November 5. Itisasolearnt that Daw SuKyi’'seffort to attend
the Tamwe Township NL D rally hasbeen prevented from redlization.”

Riot police put up barbed wire and spikes outside the Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
hometo stop her from going to an NL D meeting in Hlaing township, Rangoon on
November 13. Witnessesand party memberssaid senior NLD memberswerealso
not allowed to passthrough the barbed wire -- put up by traffic police-- to enter
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’shome.

NLD protested strongly to SLORC for barring her way. But SLORC saidina
statement that it stopped her from leaving her residence becausethe NL D intended
to damage peace and stability by driving aroundin process onin downtown Rangoon.
“Close and careful observation of the movement’sactivitiesclearly revealed the
underlying ulterior motiveand plan to proceed with ahuge crowd in aconvoy of cars
todisrupt the peace and tranquillity of thecity,” the SLORC said. “ Suchastuation
cannot betolerated or condoned. Thusto prevent further aggravation of theproblem,
University Avenue had been sealed off and Daw Suu Kyi requested not to proceed
totheNLD office,” it added.

12.3. Restriction on the Movement of Rohingya

Itisvirtualy impossiblefor Mudimsto movewithin Arakan State or to other partsof
Burmafrom Arakan State. Rohingya (Bengdi-speaking Mudims) whowouldlike
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totravel outsdetheir villagesmust apply to theloca L ORC, which passestherequest
ontothenearest adminigtrative base. Thelmmigration and Manpower Department,
police, riot police, military intelligence, and customsdepartment all haveto agreeto
theindividual request. In most cases, passesare only granted for atwelve-hour
period; only on arareoccasion are Mudimspermitted to stay outsidetheir villages
overnight. Totrave further -- for instanceto thetownship capitalsat Maungdaw or
Buthidaung or the state capital at Sittwe -- isvirtualy impossible.

The SLORC hasissued anew restrictiverulesfor theMudims. Accordingto anew
travel regulation enforced since September 15, 1997, aMudim traveler must obtain
-- 1) atravel recommendation from concerned village chairman citing the reason of
histravel; 2) a resdency certificate onthat document signed by thelocal immigration
official; 3) an additional recommendation to be obtained from thetownship LORC
andfinally 4) atravel permit from thedistrict LORC chairman who would issueit
after examining whether No.1,2,3 have been properly followed.

A Muslim hasto spend 1,500 kyats as|ubricant to obtain atravel pass. Besides
Border Policeat the Buthidaung j etty takes 250 kyatsasunofficia embarkation fee
whiletheimmigration at Akyabjetty demand 200 kyats per head asdisembarkation
fee. Duetotheenforcement of the new rule, the number of Mudlim passengersfrom
Arakan north hasdrasticaly falen. (Source: RO)
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