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11. Freedom of Assembly and Association

11.1.Mounting Pressure on Pro-democracy Opposition

During 1997, redtrictionson basi c rights of assembly and association hasintensified.
The authorities have restricted unauthorized outdoor assembliesof morethanfive
people. Lega politica partiesarerequired to request permissionformtheauthorities
to hold interna meetingswiththeir members.

Theweekend public gatheringsin front of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’shouse have
been banned since September 1996. The authorities permitted several public
gatheringsof NL D membersand supporter on variousoccasionswithlittleor much
interference. Whilethe authoritiesallowed the celebrationsto take placein Daw
Aung San SuuKyi’scompound, policeor riot policeredtricted thesizeof thegeatherings.
NL D membersand their sympathizerswere prevented from attending the gatherings.
They aremethodically arrested either on their way to such meetingsor after attending
thegatherings. TheNL D held four celebratory gatheringsduring 1997.

11.1.1. Independence Day Celebration

On January 4, Burmese Independence Day, some 1,000 party membersand guests
marked theforty-ninth anniversary of Burma sindependence at Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’sresdence. Theauthoritiesmadeno disturbanceor harassment tothe participants.

11.1.2. Union Day Celebration

However, the SL ORC/SPDC permitted the party to hold aceremony on February
12, 1997, to commemorate the 50" anniversary of Union Day, when the Panglong
Agreement was signed by ethnic minorities. Scoresof NL D memberswho had
either attempted to maketheir way to Rangoon to attend the ceremony at Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi’scompound, or thosewho had actually attended the event were arrested
by the authorities. At least half the guests were prevented from attending the
celebration. Some of these peoplewere detained for ashort time, for example, a
performance group of Pa-O from Thaton township, Mon State were intercepted
and detained on their way to the celebration. They weretemporarily detained in
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Thaton M1 compound and released after the Union Day. However, othersreceived
prison sentencesof uptotwoyears. Inthedaysthat followed, thirteen NLD members
who had played aprominent rolein the celebration were arrested, including Dr.
ThanNyein, an NLD organizer. Hewasreleased later but hismedical licensewas
revoked.

11.1.3. May 27 Election Victory Celebration and NLD Party
Conference

OnMay 21, 1997, the NL D announced that some 50 senior membersof their party
had been arrested in the run-up to a party meeting on May 27 to celebrate their
electionvictory. Membersof parliament-elect and other party membersweredetained
asthey madetheir way from their homes around the country to Rangoon. Other
party leadersfrom outside Rangoon were warned not to attempt to travel to the
mesting, athough they were apparently not arrested if they complied with thedemand.
Two hundred M P-elect and 100 party organi zers had been invited to the meeting,
some of whom managed to arrive at the compound of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
before being arrested. On May 22, 1997, the SLORC/SPDC made a public
statement about the arrest, saying: “itisavery obvious political movement by the
NL D to creste unnecessary problemsinthecountry and a so by forcing thegovernment
to take strong measures agai nst them so that the anti-government propagandacan
beplayedintheir favor.” Thenext day the SLORC/SPDC denied that arrestshad
been made.

Themeeting took place as scheduled on May 27, although only 10 NL D executive
committee memberswereallowed into Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’scompound. Other
NLD members, diplomatsand journaistswho wereinvited to the opening ceremony
wereturned away by alargegroup of security forcesinthearea. Theauthoritiesalso
blocked the entrancesto the NL D headquartersin Rangoon aswell asthe homes of
senior NLD leadersU TinOo and U Kyi Maung. SLORC/SPDC officidsclaimed
that the NL D had not sought permission from them to hold the meeting and was
deliberately provoking thearrests. TheNLD issued astatement repeetingitscall for
dialogue with the SLORC/SPDC. NLD sources said that in total 316 people,
including 50 M Pselect, weredetained in advance of themeeting. By June®6, dl of
those who had been detained wererel eased.

11.1.4.September 27 Ninth Anniversary of NLD Founding and
Party Conference

On September 12, 1997, the NL D announced that they would be holding alarge
party congress on 27-28 September to mark the ninth anniversary of itsfounding.
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TheNLD formally applied to the authoritiesfor permission to hold the meeting,
whichwasgranted by the Rangoon Divison PDC Chairman. TheChairmantoldthe
NL D that only 300 partici pantscoul d attend and that the meeting must be conducted
ina“peaceful and orderly manner.” In spite of widespread fear that the SLORC/
SPDC would arrest NL D memberswho attempted to attend the meeting, asthey
had done on three previous occasions, no arrestswere known to have taken place.
However, on September 28, some 30 NLD membersinthevicinity of Daw Aung
San SuuKyi’scompound, themeeting’ svenue, wereforced by the 12-shield-carrying
riot police, towak down anindustrial road of University Avenue, and wereloaded
onto acommandeered truck. The 30 detained del egates, including e derly menand
three e ected M Ps, asked authoritiesto alow one member into the congressto report
what was happening, but thiswasdenied. They were driven an hour outsidethe
capital and dropped off at the roadsidein groups of two or threeto find their own
way back. Onegroup of peoplewasdropped at Hlawga, outs de Rangoon, second
groupwasat Yeway cemetery, and thethird groupwasat Y wathagyi, Thingangyun
township. Several hundred other NLD memberswereturned away by Military
Intelligence personnel andrriot policefrom the gates of the compound. Accordingto
sources, therewasa so alarge presence of Union Solidarity Devel opment Association
(USDA- aSLORC/SPDC —organized group) members. Neverthelessover 700
peopl e attended the meeting, which Daw Aung San Suu Kyi hailed as the most
successful intheNLD’shistory. Shea so thanked the SLORC/SPDC for alowing
themeetingtotakeplace. However, thisgood signwasonly temporary, asauthorities
bl ocked subsequent mestings.

11.2.Freedom of Association

On September 30, 1988, the SLORC/SPDC issued an Order NO. 6/88 that
prohibitsthefreedom of peaceful assembly, theright to organize and theformation of
associationsand organizations. Itslaw, Chapter, dealing with “ Associationsor
organizationsthat arenot alowedto beformed” said: “.... Thefollowingassociations
and organizations shall not be allowed to beformed or if they are already formed,
they will not be allowed to operate or continue to exist. (A) Associations or
organizations that are not allowed to register under the 1988 Political Parties
Registration Law or associationsor organizationsthat can beregistered, but have
had their registration revoked by the Commission for Holding Multi-party Genera
Elections. (B) Associationsor organizationsthat attempt, incite, encourage or assist
inundermining the prevalenceof law and order, loca peace and security, and smooth
and secure the operation of transport and communications. (C) Associationsor
organi zationsthat attempt, incite, encourage or assist in undermining or stopping the
operation of state administrative machinery. (D) Association or organizations
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composed of membersof the state administration machinery -- for example, members
of defense operations, such asmembers of the People's Defense Forces and the
Peopl e sPolice Force, public service organizations, state boardsand corporations,
or personnel earningamonthly salary from the state, and who accept theinfluence of
apolitical organization or hascontact with apolitical organizations.”

Overview of the Current Situation of Burma’'sM Ps
Situation of the Members Nationa Other Nationd Totd
of Parliament (M Ps) Leaguefor | Opposition | Unity Party
Democracy | Parties& | (NUP)*
(NLD) Indepen-
dents

MPsDismissed by the

Election Commission 66 0 0 66
MPsforcedto resignfrom

Parliament 46 0 0 46
MPswhose party has been

banned 0 48 0 48
MPswhosedectionwinhas

been overturned 0 3 0 3
MPsinexile 11 9 0 20
MPscurrently under

detention 42 0 0 42
MPswho havedied 16 4 0 20
* SLORC - backed party Source: ABSDF

11.2.1. Pressure on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

Accessto the compound of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi continuesto be extremely
limited. Military barricadesset upinlate 1996 on theroad leading to her residence
wereremained until May 1997. Thosefew who are allowed to enter are madeto
register with Military Intelligence personne at thegate. Army checkpointsremainin
place near her residence, whichisaso theunofficia headquartersof theNLD, and
at timesof hightension, the barricadesreappear. For most of theyear, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi isunder virtual house arrest, having to ask for permissionto leave her
homein order to meet local and international media. Her phonelineisfrequently cut.
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11.2.2. Pressure on the NLD

Although the SLORC/SPDC recognizesthemain oppostion political party, Nationa
Leaguefor Democracy (NLD), asalegal entity, the politica activitiesof theNLD
remain severely restricted. Theauthorities have continued to harass, defameand
detain the members and |eadership of the NL D through various meansunder the
assumption that the NL D opposes the objectives of peace, law and order, and
reconciliation. Newspapersare used asaway to crushthe NLD. The SLORC/
SPDC preventsthe party from conducting normal day-to-day political activities.
Theauthoritieshave closed many party officesthroughout the country with no gpparent
legd judtification. Theauthoritieshaverefused torecognizethelega politica status
of key NLD party leaders, such asits General Secretary Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and thetwo party co-chairmen, and it severely constrainstheir activitiesthrough
security measuresand threats.

NLD members, € ected membersof parliament and supportershavefaced harassment
and arrest from late 1996 throughout 1997. Theauthoritiesin someareashaveaso
continued to force NL D membersand el ected representativesto constantly report
their whereabouts and to seek permissionto travel out of town. All had reportedly
recelved threatsthat if they did not resgn, their family memberswould suffer reprisas
ranging from arrest to permanent dismissal from public sector jobs.

The SLORC/SPDC authoritieshavea so forced someNL D representativestoresgn
asmembersof parliament by using threats and other types of coercion. Insome
cases, theauthoritieshavetold NL D representativesthat they would gradualy stamp
outtheNLD. Thesecoerciveattemptsto forced resignationsof NL D representatives
have continued unabated. Over twenty NLD MPswereforcedtoresigntheir seats.
Theauthoritiesput many restrictionsonthe NL D membersand their family members
ineducation, medical care, and thereligious sector, too. NLD membersare banned
from becoming monks and from buying railway, airplane and bustickets. When
NLD membersfailedto go to unpaid labor in their community, they were detained
for breaching 1950 Emergency Protection Act, article5(j). NLD memberswho are
medical doctorsalsofacethethreat of having their medical licenserevoked. People
arethreatened not to buy from the shopsowned by NL D members. Theauthorities
havedtill not issued politica clearancecertificationtothe NL D for itspublicationsas
it has done with other political organizations. They also have not renewed the
registration of the NL D printing machine.

U Aung Shwe, the Chairman the NLD has sent | ettersdetailing tacticsincluding
fabrication of evidence, forced resignations, loss of livelihood, imprisonment, the
inciting of mob violence, and forced portage and execution, al of which have been
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used by the SLORC/SPDC to systematically destroy the NL D asan opposition
voice.

11.2.2.1. Forced Resignation of the NLD MPs

The SLORC/SPDC hasrepeatedly summoned e ected representativesand members
of the NL D to court wherethey arethreatened or detained. If theauthoritieshave
sufficient evidenceto chargethemwith acriminal offence, they are charged under
Section 5(j) of the 1950 Emergency Provison Acts. Thistypeof actionisaimed at
forcing elected NL D representativesto resign from Parliament, and NLD members
toresignfromtheparty.

The SLORC/SPDCisaso plotting to destroy the NL D by underminingitsgrassroots
membership and support. Theseinclude plotting to destroy branch offices, keeping
membersof township committeesand el ected membersof parliament in detention,
and treating ordinary memberswith contempt.

® Thefollowing NLD MPshaveresgned sincethebeginning of 1997: U AungTin,
from Shadaw, and U Boe Thin, from L oikaw, Kayah State on January 13; U
Thaung Yefrom Danubyu, Irrawaddy Division on January 21; U Maw Ni from
Yesagyo, Magwe Divison on February 11; Daw Sein Tinfrom Shwegu, Kachin
Stateon February 23; Dr. Thaung Tinfrom Wundwin, Mandalay on February
25; U Saw Htun Lwin from Hlaingbwe, Karen Stateon March 5; U Pu Htwe
from Bhamo, Kachin State, on March 17; U Tin Ohn from Padaung, Pegu on
March 21; U Kyaw Win from Htigyang, Sagaing Division, on May8; and U
Than Kywefrom Hlaingthaya, Rangoon Divisionresigned on June 18, 1997.

® The19 personsfrom Myitkyinatownship, Kachin State were also forced to
resignfromthe NLD party membership on December 12, 1997. They areU
Sa SanTun, U TinHIa, U Lar Lay, U Win Maung, U Maung Maung Than, Ma
KhinNhaung, U Sein Tun, U Tin Win, U Kywe, U HlaWin, U Aye Maung, U
Zaw Lun Aung, MaHtay Win, U Maung Maung, U BaMyin, U ThanWin, U
Myo Myint Than, U Tun Seinand U YeMyint. “ They givetoo much harassment
to our members, particularly among the ethnic groups, and they areforced to
resign,” saidtheofficial, acloseassociate of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi regarding
theforced resgnation. Themembershavefaced persecutionfromtheauthorities,
theofficial said, addingtheir familieshad al so suffered, being denied schooling
and health care because they wererdatives of party members.

®  OnFebruary 6, 1997, at 12 noon, Mgjor Tint Lwin Oo, rear Commander of

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU 325

Infantry 56, and Captain Myint Htun forced Shwegu township NL D organizing
Committee Chairman U Yee, Vice-chairman U Htun Win, General Secretary U
MyaThein and membersU Thein Zaw and U Tin Tun to accompany them to
their basein Bamaw. They told the NL D officialsthat they were acting under
ordersfromtheir superiors. The chairman of the Shwegu township LORC, U
Zarli Phong Naing, hissecretary and Police chief U Kyaw Nyeinfollowed the
officerstothebase. At the basethe Commander of Infantry 56, Lt-Col. Ko
Ko, met each of the NL D membersindividually and forced themto resignfrom
theparty. Heused variousthreatstointimidatethe membersinto resigning.

Inoneof thethreat hesaid, “ You must resignfromthe NL D, otherwiseyour life
may beindanger.” Heasotoldthem, “ Don’'t get involvedin politicsnow. We'll
alow any political party to carry out their work after the Convention isresumed
anditsresolutionsare approved.” Hewasreferring to the Nation Convention
and the approval of the Constitution. TheLt-Col. continued to threaten the
NLD membersin arude manner, telling them that their familieswould not be
allowed to seek medical trestment from government hospitalsand their children
would bebarred from school if they did not resign fromthe party.

Hetoldthem, “You are our prey. We are making noises because we don’t want
towasteour timehidinginwait. All we vegottodoisshoot. You'll only get one
chanceto decide, nottwo. You must realizethat thearmy isruling the country.
You must do what you are told to do. We are determined to weed out any
obstacles.”

In addition to thisdeath-threat, he reportedly told the membersthat all NLD
brancheswould be destroyed in March 1997. Township Committee member U
TinTunasked Lt-Col. KoKoif hewasgoingto disband theparty. TheLt-Col.
did not deny having made such athreat, but did not answer further.

OnFebruary 9, 1997, Colonel Nyunt Hlaing arrived in Shwegu and told the
samething to the Township Organizing Committee. Hetold theNL D members,
“Timeisrunning out for you, resign now. Itisdangerousif you do not resign
now. We must do what our superiors order usto do. We are determined to
weed out any obstacles. Politiciansdon’t lovethe country asmuch asweinthe
military do.”

The chairman of the Shwegu Organizing Committeereplied, “TheNLD istill a
lega political party in accordancewith Order 4/88. We a so wontheéelection,
and aslong asthe party exists, we asmemberswill support it. We have never
created any disturbances.”
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Themembersof the Organizing Committeewho weretakento Bamaw eventualy
resigned fromthe NL D against their will dueto tremendous pressurefromthe
authorities. They signed prepared forms, acknowledging their resignation from
the party.

Another NLD official, U Inchedwelar, resigned from the NL D after receiving
threatsfrom Major Tin Oo Lwin and the chairman of the Shwegu Township
LORC. Theytold him,“You areaKachinand alsoaChrigtian. Itwon’t doyou
any good to be an official of theNLD, you have nothing to gainfrom being a
member.” They asotold himtoresign fromtheparty, threatening that if he chose
not to, hewould be considered an enemy.

Other NL D membersfrom Shwegu township who have resigned dueto intense

pressure from the authoritiesinclude Daw San Yee, MaThan Than Ayeand
Daw Sein Tin, who was an el ected representative of theparty. (Source: Inside)

MPs Forced to resign from Parliament (all NLD)
Name State/ Date of Remarks

Division Resignation
U ThanTun Sagaing 28.2.1992
U HlaSaw Oo Manda ay 7.6.1996
U YuGan Rangoon 7.6.1996
U ChitKhin Shen 7.6.1996
Dr.AungBo Sagaing 7.6.1996
Dr..SitTin [rrawaddy 9.6.1996
U SeinnMaung Mandaay 11.6.1996
U Han ThaMyint Sagang 11.6.1996
UTintLwin Mandaay 12.6.1996
UTintLwin Pegu 13.6.1996
U Ne Oo Rangoon 13.6.1996
U MyoMyint Mandday 16.6.1996
Dr. AungKhin Sagang 21.6.1996
U SoeMaung Pegu 24.6.1996
Dr.KyinThein Mon 1.7.1996
U Sai Aung Than Shan 1.7.1996
U ThanMaung Mon 5.7.1996
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U KhinMaung Than Magwe 9.7.1996

U KyeeMaung Sagang 18.7.1996

U ChitKhaing Sagaing 27.8.1996

Dr.UHlang Shan 13.9.1996

U NginThang Chin 30.9.1996

Dr. Zaw Win Sagang 30.9.1996

U ThaSoe [ rrawaddy 28.10.1996

Dr. SeinMyint [ rrawaddy 4.11.1996

U Saw Oo Reh Kayah 28.11.1996 | Under detention
UWinKyang [rrawaddy 12.12.1996

UAungTin Kayah 13.1.1997

UBoeThin Kayah 13.1.1997

U ThaungYi [rrawaddy 21.1.1997

U Maw Ni Magwe 11.2.1997

Daw SeinTin Kachin 22.2.1997

Dr. Thaung Tin Mandday 25.2.1997

U Saw TunLwin Karen 5.3.1997

U Pu Htwe Kachin 17.3.1997

U TinOhn Pegu 21.3.1997

U Kyaw Win Sagang 8.5.1997

U ThanKywe Rangoon 18.6.1997

U Nay Win Arakan 24.7.1997

UTinGyi Arakan 5.8.1997

U Maung Maung Myint Mandday 14.8.1997

U BaNyen Sagaing 20.8.1997

UTunYi Arakan 22.8.1997

Dr. KhinMaung Swe Sagang 25.8.1997

U TheinZan Magwe 7.1.1998 | Under detention
U Aung Htoo Magwe 15.2.1998

Source: ABSDF
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M PsDismissed from Parliament by the Election Commission (all NL D)

Name State/ | Dismissal Remarks
Divison | Date

UHlaPe Mandday | 26.12.1990|DiedinThailand,
former NCGUB
Minister

UBoHIlaTint Mandday | 26.12.1990| NCGUB Minister

U TheinOo Mandday | 26.12.1990| NCGUB Minister

U Tun Oo Pegu 26.12.1990 | Former NCGUB
Minister

U ThanKywe Pegu 26.12.1990 | Former NCGUB
Minister, returned
toBurma

UWinKo Sagang 26.12.1990 | DiedinChina,
former NCGUB
Minister

U KhinMaung Thein Sagaing 18.1.1991

U Maung Maung Aye Mandday 21.2.1991| NCGUB Minister

UThanSein Sagang 21.2.1991 | Worksfor
NCGUB

Dr. Tint Swe Sagang 21.2.1991| NCGUB Minister

U Myint Maung Irrawaddy 30.4.1991 | Former NCGUB
Minigter, returnedto
Burma

U HlaOo Pegu 30.4.1991 | Fromer NCGUB
Minister

Dr. Maung Maung Kyaw Rangoon 14.8.1991

U David HlaMyint [rrawaddy 16.8.1991

U MahnMyaing Aye Karen 25.11.1991

Daw San May (aka ShweKu | Rangoon 25.11.1991

May Hinn

U OhnKyaing Mandday 2.12.1991 | Under detention

U Kyaw Min Irrawaddy | 10.12.1991 [ Under detention

UMyaWin Irrawaddy | 10.12.1991 [ Under detention

U Saw Win (akaU Kyaw Magwe 10.12.1991 | Under detention

ZawLin)

U Soe Thein (akaMaung Pegu 10.12.1991 | Under detention

Wuntha)

U Kyi Maung Rangoon 10.12.1991
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U Maung Maung L att Rangoon 10.12.1991

UHlaThan Rangoon 10.12.1991| Under detention
U BoMaung Sagaing 10.12.1991

UMyoAung Tenessrim 10.12.1991

U ChitTin Magwe 18.12.1991

Daw Khin SanHlaing Sagang 18.12.1991

U Kyaw Thwin Rangoon 18.12.1991

U KhinMaung Swe Rangoon 18.12.1991| Under detention
U TinHtut Irrawaddy 20.12.1991| InAudrdia
UWinHlaing Mandaay 20.12.1991

U Chan Aye(akaMaung Mon 20.12.1991

Susan)

U Soe Nyunt Rangoon 20.12.1991

Dr. SoelLin Mandalay 23.12.1991

U SeinHlaOo Rangoon 23.12.1991| Under detention
Daw San San Rangoon 23.12.1991| Under detention
Daw San SanWin Rangoon 23.12.1991

U Saw Hlaing Sagang 23.12.1991

U Saw Victor Clyde Karen 25.12.1991

Dr. Zaw Myint Irrawaddy 27.12.1991| Under detention
Dr. Zaw Myint Maung Mandday 27.12.1991| Under detention
U TinAungAung Mandday 27.12.1991| Under detention
U BaBwa Mandaay 30.12.1991

U TunAung Pegu 30.12.1991

U YeHtut Pegu 30.12.1991

U NaingNaing Rangoon 30.12.1991| Under detention
UHIaTun Rangoon 2.1.1992( Under detention
U ThaSaing Rangoon 2.1.1992

U MyintKyi Sagang 2.1.1992| Under detention
Dr. MyintNaing Sagaing 2.1.1992| Under detention
U Aung San Myint Magwe 6.1.1992

Daw OhnKYyi Mandaay 6.1.1992

UThenTun Pegu 6.1.1992

U Thaung Myint Sagaing 6.1.1992

U Maung Maung Myint Mandday 8.1.1992

U Aung Kyi Nyunt Mon 8.1.1992

U Saw Chit Than Karen 9.1.1992

U KhinMaung Kyi Magwe 9.1.1992

UTinAye Mandalay 9.4.1992

U KhinMaung Tun Rangoon 9.4.1992

U HlaPe Tenessarim 9.4.1992
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U Maung Maung [rrawaddy 11.4.1992
U KhinMaungWin Pegu 11.4.1992
Col. ThihaThuyaSoeThein | Sagaing 11.4.1992
(Rtd)

U OhnMaung Shan 11.4.1992

Source: ABSDF
11.2.2.2. Harassment of NLD members

On January 26, 1997, officials from the Danubyu township LORC arrived at
“Tawwin” guest housewhere U HlaPe, aCentral Executive Committee member
and Chairman of thelrrawaddy DivisonNLD, and U Zeya, Chairman of Myaungmya
township NL D Organizing Committee, werestaying. Theauthoritiessearched the
NLD officiasand treated them rudely, asif they weretheir enemies. The LORC
officials confiscated official NL D documents and recorded them in their list of
“evidence’, and alsotook theNLD officials national identification cards. Onthe
next day, thetwo NL D official swere summoned to Danubyu township LORC and
wereaccused of plotting to createunrest. They were questioned inarude manner.
TheNLD officidsreplied politely that they, asofficialsof alegal political party, had
cometo town to seemembersof the Wakematownship NL D Organizing Committee
whowereto appear in court thefollowing day. The Township chairman threatened
theNL D officidsinavery rudemanner and thentold themtoreturntotheir guesthouse.
Thechairmantold them that they would becalled in again for questioning if the need
arose. U HlaPeand U Zeyawere summoned again at 5:00pm by the authorities.
They told the NL D officialsthat the members of Wakematownship Organizing
Committeeswould not appear in court. He ordered themto return to Rangoon that
evening. The LORC chairman had even arranged for their trip back to Rangoon.
TheNLD officialswereforced to sign adocument inwhich they agreed toreturnto
Rangoon, and the confiscated materialsand | D cardswerereturned only after they
had signed the paper. Theauthoritiesthenturned up at theferry and waited to seeif
the NL D membersactualy left ontheboat for Rangoon. (Source: Inside)

11.2.2.3. Torture of the NLD leaders

Kyin Swan Khan alias Par Khan, Chairman of the NLD Tamu branch, Sagaing
Division, wastortured by Military Intelligenceand lost hiseyesight after both eyes
wereinjured. Kyi Swan Khan and five NL D memberswere arrested on December
18, 1996. They were accused of holding aparty meeting without the knowledge of
the Township LORC and possessing anti-government literature. Kyi Swan Khan
was tortured while he was being detained at the Tamu police station. (Source:
Inside)
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11.2.2.4. Arrest and attempt to use NLD members as porters
in Frontline

Pegu Division

TheNLD held aceremony commemorating Union Day on February 12, 1997, asa
symbol of national unity. Representativesfromal nationalitiesalong with members
of the NL D were schedul ed to attend the celebration at Daw Aung San SuuKyi's
house.

OnFebruary 11, 1997, 65 representativestravel ed to Rangoon to participatein the
celebration. There were 23 representatives form Prome township, nine from
Shwedaung and Nattalin, seven from Oakpho, four from Latpadan, three from
Zeegone, two from Paungte and onefrom Gybingyauk, Thonesee and Paukkaung
townships. However, inthe Tharawaddy district, the authorities detained those
travelling by bus near thevillage of NgaL ay Phyu and thosetravelling by train at
Tharawaddy train station. All the representativeswere sent to an Army battalion
located near thevillage of PaShwe Kyaw. Theauthoritiesquestioned themall night
and thefollowing day, whichwasUnion Day. Among those detained were el ected
representatives of the NL D and membersof Township Organizing Committees.

At midnight on February 13, thearmy unit drove 47 of the detaineesto Pegu, leaving
18 maleand female membersat the base. 1n Pegu, theauthorities|eft five elected
membersof parliament and amember of a Township Organizing Committeeat an
army basethere. They thentook theremaining 41 detaineesto ajail located at the
headquartersof Infantry Regiment 60in Kuaukkyi on the eastern sde of the Sittaung
River.

When thedetained NL D memberswereforcedintothejail, the guard shouted, “ The
buffaloeshavearrived”, “ buffalo” meaning alaborer or porter.

The room the NLD members were forced into was too small for 41 people.
Consequently, one member asked ayoung officer to move some of them fromthe
cdl. Theprisonersfelt dightly lessuncomfortablewhen some of them were moved
todifferent cells. However, thearmy only gavethe NL D memberssmelly rice of the
lowest quality and rotten fish pasteto eat. The prisonerswere held until February
16, when they were questioned and rel eased.

Beforethey wererel eased an officer arrived and delivered aspeech on behal f of the
Pegu Division Military Commander. Hesaid, “ Our commander isvery patriotic.
Weintended to send you to thefrontlinein the Pyakawpu areabut wewerereeasing
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you now becausewe don’t want any political repercussions. If youtry to attend any
NL D functionto commemorate anything we' Il kill you or send you to the Pyakawpu
areaasporters, which would be asevere punishment.”

Some NL D members asked the young officer where Pyakawpu waslocated. He
replied that it wasthefrontline of abattle zoneand that whoever wassent thereasa
porter would havetheir limbsblown off and beforcedtoliveasaninvalid, if they
werenot killedinthefighting.

At about 9:00pm, the detained NL D memberswere taken back to Penwegone by
car. They arrived thereat 11:00pm and the army rel eased them, ordering them to
returntotheir homesat their own expense. Itisbelievedthat thearmy isintending to
use membersof theNLD asporters. (Source: Inside)

Taungoo District, Pegu Division

On the night of February 21, 1997, all the members of the Taungoo township
Organizing Committeewerearrested intheir homes. Other NL D membersreported
that military officers, policeand Military Intelligence Service(MI1S) personnel carried
outtheraids. Oneof thedetaineeswasU Aung Soe Myint, an €l ected representative
of theNLD. Theauthoritiesa so detained Daw Kyin Sein, Daw PhwaSein, Daw
Htay Htay Winand Daw Khin Than, dl of whomwerewomen. They were released
onthenextday. U Aung Soe Myint managed to get away by jumping from thecar.
All maesincuding U Myat Thu, chairman of the Taungoo township NL D Organizing
Committee, U Saw Tun Nwe, Vice-chairman of Taungoo NLD Organizing
Committee, U Maung Maung, Vice-chairman of the Taungoo NLD Organizing
Committee, U Tin Maung Win, Joint-secretary, township Organizing Committee, U
Myint Thein, Finance Director, U Thet Tun, U Kyaw Win, U Tin Thaung, U Kyaw
Myint, U TunTin, U Tin Soe, U PeWinandsU Kyaw Kyaw Win, U TinWinKo, U
Tin Myint Htwe, U Kyaw Kyaw Lwin, U Min Thu and Ko Moe Makha. were
takenby army vehidesto Thandaung. Similarly, eeven peoplefrom Oaktwintownship
including U Maung Maung San and U Ko Lay from Yedashe township in Pegu
divison, weredsotakenaway. Itisthought that these people have been taken away
to act asportersinthelatest military action against the KNU. U Saw Htun Nwe, a
75-year-old Karen nationa died of fatigueasaresult of hisage. He dead body was
found ontheroadsidelater. Later it waslearnt that U Min Thu, U Maung Maung
Sanand U Ko Lay aso died during porterage. (Source: Inside)
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11.2.2.5. Singling out and Revoking medical license for being
a NLD member

Kyauktan township, Rangoon Division

At about 7:00pm on February 21, 1997, policefrom Thaketatownship detained Dr.
Than Nyein, an el ected representative of the NL D from Kyauktan Constituency-1.
Dr. Than Nyein hasbeen charged with violating Article 9(1) C of the 1972 Burma
Health Act.

On January 20, 1997, Dr. Than Nyein, Vice-Chairman of the Rangoon Division
Organizing Committeeand leader of the Kyauktan Township Organizing Committee,
paid aregistration feeof 200 kyatsto open aprivateclinic asrequired by government
regulations. Hisclinicwasat 38 ZeyaMinglaRoad, Thaketatownship and hewas
opening it to earn money to support hisfamily.

On February 16, the Thaketatownship police chief and town health authoritieswent
to hisclinic when hewas out and placed alock on hiscupboard where he stored his
medicines. Thesameofficiasreturned to hisclinicthefollowing day with about 15
peoplewhile Dr. Than Nyein wasnot there. They opened theclinic with duplicated
keysand confiscated hismedicinesand medical equipment. At 7:00pm on February
21, theauthoritiesarrested Dr. Than Nyein at hishome and held him at Thaketa
police station. That morning ameeting had been held at the office of the Township
LORC inThanlyinregardingtheregigtration of privateclinics. The Thanlyin Digtrict
Medical Chief told all the prospective operatorsof new clinicsthat thedecisionto
alow themto open their clinicshad not been given to doctorsto opentheclinicsyet,
eventhough they had al paid their registration fees.

Becausethedoctorshad aready opened their clinicswithout official permission, itis
clear that they were operatingillegally. Itisalso clear that Dr. Than Nyein was
singled out and wrongfully charged by the authoritieswhile the other doctorswere
left dlone. (Source: Inside)

Mingla Taungnyunt township, Rangoon Division

On February 21, 1997, Dr. Than Aung, elected representative of the NLD from
Mingla Taungnyunt township, Rangoon Division, wasarrested at hishome by the
authorities. Hewascharged with violating Article 304(a) for alegedly causing the
death of apatient. Dr. Than Aungisamedica doctor and aprofessional who knows
hispracticewdll.
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At about 7:00pm on February 17, 1997, hetreated aserioudly ill patient who was
suffering from tubercul osisand asthma. He gavethe patient Cardamide, a“life-
savingmedicine’ asitislocaly known, andtold hisfamily totakehimtothehospitd’s
emergency unit. When the patient suffered another attack and returned totheclinic,
Dr. Than Aung againinstructed thefamily to take him to the hospital.

The following day the patient was taken to Rangoon General Hospital, but
unfortunately, the hospital was not accepting any patientsthat day. The patient was
then taken to the new Rangoon General Hospital, known locally asthe Japanese
Hospitd. However, thetaxi whichwastaking him had aflat tyreand at approximately
9:00 p.m. the patient died, never having reached the hospital .

Theloca LORC and USDA officia sinformed theloca military unit of theincident
and the police arrested Dr. Than Aung for causing the death of the man. Hewas
pursued because heisan elected representative of theNLD. (Source: Inside)

11.2.2.6. Forced Removal of NLD party Signboard

TheNLD signboard has been amatter of contention sincethefounding of the Party
in1988. When NL D offices, with their distinctive signboards, spread acrossthe
country after the party wasregisteredin September 1988, aSL. ORC/SPDC regulation
was promulgated forbidding village party officesfrom erecting signboards. After a
discussion between leadersof the NL D and the Multi-party Elections Committeein
January 1989, it was agreed that Signboards could beretainedin village officeswhere
they had aready been erected or where applicationswere already been madeto the
relevant authoritiesto establish an office and erect asignboard. 1n spite of this
agreement, SL ORC/SPDC authorities have continued to harassthe NL D over the
signboards, asit isseen asastrong symbol of public support for the party and of
defiancein thefaceof intense persecution. A concerted effort wasmade by local
authoritiestoremoveall NLD signboardsfrom their offices.

Lashio, Shan State

TheNLD sign which had been temporarily taken down from the previousNLD
officeon Kyar Nyo Road in Quarter-3, Lashio, Shan State, wasreinstalled at the
new NLD officeat U Sai Myint Maung'shouse, (U Sai Myint Maungisoneof the
el ected representativesof the NLD from Lashio). Thiswasdoneafter themonthly
meeting of the Lashio township NL D Organizing Committee.

On February 20, 1997, NLD officialstold the town authorities that they were
congtructing asin, and informed thebranches of the Shan State Election Commission
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and the L ashio Township Election commission. Having donethis, theNL D installed
the sign for the Shan State Organizing Committee at 5:00 a.m., on February 22,
1997. However, the sign was destroyed later that sasmeday. The NLD members
told the party |eadership thefollowing detail sregarding the matter.

U BaAye, chairman of the Quarter LORC arrived at the house of U Sai Myint
Maung at 10:00am and demanded that the NL D sign be dismantled. Hetold the
NLD officia sthat the sign had been installed without informing the Quarter LORC.
Hewent onto say that he did not want to seethe sign, and nor did the peopleinthe
guarter, and that the sign shoul d be dismantled until higher authoritiespermittedits
ingalation. Finally, hemadeit clear hat hewould not beresponsibleif peopleinthe
areadid something to thesign. HecametotheNLD officeatota of four timesand
on each occasion he was accompanied by the members of the Quarter LORC.

U Sai Myint Maung replied to U BaAyethat in accordance with instructionsthe
from NL D headquarters, U Sai Myint Maung had informed the authorities about the
reinstallation of the NL D sign at hishouse, which wasto be used asthenew NLD
office. Heasoread theletter to the LORC officialsout loud.

Hethen asked U BaAyeif he had the power to give him permissiontoreinstall the
sign. U Sai Myint Maung wanted to know who had the authority to give him
permission. Whenthe L ORC chairman could not grant permissiontoreinstall the
sign, U Sai Myint Maung asked him to get intouch with higher authoritieswho
would be ableto do so.

Hetold the LORC official that hewanted to see proof that he was not allowed to
install thesign. He asked the LORC official to read him aletter of authorization
stating that he could not reingtall the sign, and said that hewould comply with suchan
order if itexisted. Hethen stated that hewould even go and seethe LORC chairman
to discussthe matter.

The LORC chairmantold U Sai Myint Maung that he had no authority over the
matter, and that he did not know who had the necessary authority. Hetold them that
the sign had to be taken down right away and reinstalled only when his superiors
permittedit.

U BaAyereturnedtothe NLD officeat 11:15amwith 15 other people. Yelingand
screaming, they destroyed thesign by hurlingrocksat it. Thenthey brought bamboo
polesfrom near the Quarter LORC' s office and took down what remained of the
sign. AlthoughtheNLD officiasphoned theloca MISunit, the specia branch and
the police about the destruction of the sign, no authorities cameto help. (Source:
Inside)

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



336 HRDU

11.2.2.7. Verbal and physical abuses to the NLD members
Kyaunggone, Irrawaddy Division

The Kyaunggone Township Organizing Committee of theNL D held ameeting on
February 15, 1997. Chairmenfromthe NLD Village Organizing Committeealso
attended the meeting. Whileit wasin process, at about 2:30pm, amember of the
MIS officer named Ko Win Myint shouted, “ Mother fuckers’” and hit U San Shein,
one of the chairmen of the Village Organizing Committee. When Dr. HlaWin, an
elected representative of theNL D, tried to intervene, M1 S officer Win Myint shouted
at him, “ Shut thefuck up” and punched himintheface. Theother officersthen
kicked and beat him after hefell to thefloor.

Thepoliceand MIS officersthen repeatedly beat other elected representativesU
Saw Lwin, U Mahn Tin Win, Chairman of the Township Organizing Committee, U
WaTote, and U Thein Han and U Myint Aung, Chairman of the Village Organizing
Committee. Subsequently, two €l ected representatives of the NL D were handcuffed
and taken to the Kyaunggon police station along with 14 other NLD officials.

At approximately 10:00 am. on February 17, ten NLD official swerereleased after
signing papers, whilethe police continued to detain theremaining six officials. These
detaineeswerethetwo el ected representativesand U Mahn Tin Win, U San Shein,
U WaTokeand U Thein Han. (Source: Inside)

11.2.2.8. Extra-judicial arrest of NLD MP
Pantanaw, | rrawaddy Division

OnFebruary 19, 1997, Dr. Tin Min Htut, an €l ected representative of the NL D from
Pantanaw, wasarrested. The Pantanaw Township LORC summoned officialsfrom
al departmentsof thetown and asked them if Dr. Tin Min Htut had violated any law.
TheTownship LORC asked themif hehadregularly paid hishillsfor water, dectricity,
sanitation, radio, post and telegram, and histaxesfor his cassette player, land and
income. Whenthe L ORC could not find fault with him thetown’spolicechief ordered
asearch of Dr. TinMin Htut'shouse. Heordered hismentofind anything that could
incriminatetheNL D representative. Thepolicecould not find any substantid evidence
of wrongdoing. However, they found two Singaporean coinsinasmall toy cup Dr.
Tin MinHtut’sson wasplaying with. Dr. TinMin Htut wasthen arrested for illegal
possession of aforeign currency. Although hewasdetained for over onemonth and
later released, thisarrestisaclear caseof illegd entrgpment by theauthorities. (Source:
Inside)
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11.2.2.9. Harassment on the Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s meetings
with NLD youth

AstheNLD Central Executive Committeeassigned thetask of organizing the Youth
AffairsWing of the NL D to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, she hasarranged to organize
themeetingswith theNL D Youth wingsintownshipsin Rangoon sincelate 1997.

Her first meetingwason October 21, 1997, withtheNL D Youthin Thaketatownship,
Rangoon Divison Shetravel ed to Thaketain order to meet the NL D youth members.
Theauthoritiesdid not prevent her from holding the meeting at Thaketa, but the
following planned meetingswere prevented. Many NLD memberswho hel ped
arrangethemesetingsweredetained. The meeting on October 28, 1997 in Mayangon
NLD township was blocked with barricades and armed police. Similarly on
November 5, 1997, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi wasbarred fromleaving her Rangoon
residenceto attend aplanned party meeting in Tamwetownship NLD office. About
50 NLD membersin the officewerea so arrested.

Meeting with Myayangon NLD members

On the morning of October 28, the NLD attempted to hold a meeting at its
Mayangone township office on the outskirts of Rangoon. However, the security
forces set up barricades and blocked Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s supportersfrom
meeting with her. Thismeeting had been plannedin order to reorganizethe Mayangon
township’sNLD youthwing.

Onthemorning, beforeNL D leadersincluding the Chairman, Deputy Chairmenand
General Secretary together with the responsible personsarrived at the Mayangon
NLD office, they were prevented from proceeding by the authorities. Thegroup
then dispersedinto smdler groups. Thefirst group comprising the Chairman, Deputy
Chairman U Tin Oo, the General Secretary, and Youth memberswere at the corner
of Kaba-ayeroad and Gandamaroad, half akilometer from the office. The second
group, comprising U Kyi Maung, Deputy Chairman, U Soe Myint, Chairman of
Rangoon Division, Dr. Than Nyunt, Deputy Chairman, Dr. May Win Myint, member
of Central Women's Affairs, and members of the Youth Wing were harshly
reprimanded and madeto board vehiclesthat were standing by and drivento Shwe-
takaw inHlaing township, whichisaburia ground. Thegroup thenreturnedtotheir
respective homeshaving madetheir own arrangements. Thethird group comprised
membersof theyouth wing from Mayangon NL D who had arrived at the office prior
totheblockade. Thisgroup wasforced onto busesarranged by the authoritiesand
driven to thefollowing destinations:. the roadside of Rangoon-Nyaungdon motor
road in Htantabin township, Kyunkaay villagein Hlegu township and Pale Myaothit,
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Kantaavillagein Mingladon township. Without any protest or demonstration, these
people peacefully returned to their homes making their own arrangements.

Onthenight of October 28, Daw May Win Myint, NLD Divisiona Organizer and
also aMember of Parliament elect from Mayangone township, was arrested by
Military Intelligenceofficersafter they had taken documentsfromher. Alsoat 10pm,
Khin Maung Myint, NLD Central Youth member and Secretary of L athatownship,
wasarrested by acombinedforceof Military Intelligenceand other security personnd.
Daw San San, theNL D Setkkan township MPéelect and Divisond Vice-chairperson
and NLD womens' |eader, was arrested at midnight after document were taken
fromher. Atthesametime, WinWin Htay, amember of the Rangoon NLD Youth
Divison, wasarrested after security forces sei zed documentsfrom her. U SoeMyint,
the Chairman of the Taketatownship NLD, was arrested at 1am on October 29.
Oneand half hourslater, Dr. Than Nyein, an M P-elect from Kyauktan township,
wasarrested after acombined group of Military Intelligenceand other security forces
confiscated documentsfrom hishome. U Win Thaung, Chairman of theMayangon
NLD, wasarrested sometimelater inthe evening of October 28 or inthe early hours
of October 29. U MyaThaung, who isthelandlord of the Mayangon NLD office,
wasalso arrested at around the sametime.

Noinformationisgiventotheredativesor the head office about thewhereabouts or
health of these peoplewho werearrested. The SL ORC/SPDC authoritiesgaveno
informationto the NL D asto why these personswere arrested or where and when
they would besent uptotrial. Their family membersaongwiththelawyerswere
denied admissiontothecourt. Six of them except Khin Maung Myint and Daw San
San. Khin Maung Myint was sentenced to seven years of both Section 5 (J) and
Section 16 (A) of the 1986 Gambling Act. Theauthoritiesdid notinformthereatives
or their lawyersof the sentencethey had passed. It waslater |earnt that Daw San
San was being detained under Section 10(a) of the Law to safeguard the country
from peoplewho intend to disrupt and destroy it. (Source: Inside)

Meeting with Tamwe township NLD members

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi planned to hold ameeting with the NLD youthwingin
Tamwetownshipin Rangoon Division on November 5, 1997. However, shewas
barred from|eaving her Rangoon res denceto attend aplanned party meeting. Armed
security forceswere deployed around and riot police and plain-clothes military
intelligencewere manning entriesto the NL D’ sofficein Tamwetownship. About 50
members of Tamwe township NLD Women Branch and Youth Wing who were
present at the NL D officewerearrested. They weretemporarily detained and released
leter.
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11.2.3. No Free and Independent Trade Unions

Since 1962 when General Ne Win staged acoup, all democratic rightsincluding
freedom of associationweredenied. Unionswereno longer considered legdl entities.
All independent labor unionswere replaced with government-controlled worker
associgtions.

Workersdo not havetheright to organize and bargain collectively to set wagesand
benefits. The SLORC/SPDC’s Central Arbitration Board, which theoretically
providesameansfor settling major [abor disputes, continuesto exist on paper butin
practiceisdormant. Theregimeunilaterally set wagesinthe public sector. Inthe
private sector, market forces set wages. Theregime put pressureto joint ventures
not to pay salaries more than those employed by ministries or other high-level
government employees. Theminimumwageisinsufficient to provideadecent sandard
of livingfor aworker andfamily. Inparticular, thelow leve of remuneration of public
employment fosterswidespread corruption.

In 1955, Burmafreely ratified ILO Convention No.87 concerning Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right to Organize. However, workersin Burma
do not enjoy theright tojoin organizationsouts de SL ORC/SPDC’ sexisting structure.
Furthermore, no Burmese organizationsare permitted tojoininternationa federations
or to affiliatewithinternational organizationswithout SLORC/SPDC’spermission.
Thefreetradeunionsarenot alowed to functionin the country, and workersidentified
withthe exile Free Trade Unions of Burmawere under constant surveillance by the
policeandthe Military Intelligencein permanent fear of arrest and torture.

Thesituation in Burmawas examined by the L O committee the Application of
Standards at the eighty-fifth session of the ILO Conference held in July 1997 at
Geneva. Regarding the application by Burma of ILO Convention No.87, the
Committee took note of the statement of the Burmese authority representative
indicating the SLORC/SPDC'scommitment to harmoni zelaw and practicewith the
Conventionin promoting and protecting thelegitimaterightsof al workers. InMarch
1997, the Governing Body of thel L O decided to refer thecompliant toaCommission
of Inquiry chaired by Sir William Douglas (Barbados). The Commission’smandate
isto consider whether, and to what extent, the alleged viol ationsexist or existed and
to makeany recommendationsit deemsappropriate. The Commission helditsfirst
meetingin June 1997 to establishit rulesof procedure.

11.2.4. SLORC/SPDC-run NGOs in Burma

Founded in 1949, Burma's oldest non-governmental organization (NGO), the
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Myanmar Medical Association (MMA), began asaprofessional association. It
currently boasts over 6,000 members, with 50 branches at the township or state/
divisond levels. Consisting of physiciansfrom both the public and private sectors,
theMMA was pulled into the government’sorbit when senior BSPP officialsin the
Ministry of Health took up key leadership postsinitsgoverning hierarchy. Today,
many health workersfeel that the MMA hasyet to reestablish itsindependence
under the present PSDC authorities.

The other NGOs, the Myanmar Red Cross (M RC) and the Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Association (MM CWA) have closer linkswith the government and
Ministry of Health. With over 180,000 volunteer members, the MRC issupported
by public donations and government fundsand issupposed to have branchesin each
of the country’s 319 townships. Theindependence of MRC isin question when
SLORC/SPDC Secretary-2 Gen. Tin Oo Gen. Tin U spoke of theaim of Red Cross
tocarry out relief tasksfor thevictimsof natural disasters, and noted that one of the
seven futuretasks of Red Crossisto train the membersto be ready to discharge
dutiesasauxiliary forcesfor maintenance of peace and tranquillity of thenationin
additiontotheir primary duty of providing health care services, at thefirst aid kits
donation ceremony on October 27, 1997.

Similarly, critics often questionsthe MM CWA's NGO status given itsintimate
association withthe SLORC/SPDC. Itsjoint General-Secretary (adoctor) isthe
wife of the SLORC/SPDC Secretary-1, Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt; the President isthe
wifeof Col. Pe Thein, theformer health minister; andthe Vice-President isthesister
of thelate Dr. Maung Maung, aleading BSPPfunctionary and, originaly, oneof the
NeWin'schosen successorsasparty chairman.
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