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6. Deprivation of Livelihood

6.1. Exploitation and Abuse of Rice Farmers

All ricefarmersin Burmaarelegally required to pay an annual paddy tax to the
authorities, under the military’s country-wide program of paddy procurement.
Farmersareforced to sell their paddy for amounts set by the authorities, often at
unfair and remarkably low prices. Ricefarmerswho arenot ableto sell therequired
amount of paddy areliabletoimprisonment or face hefty fines. Additionally, those
ricefarmerswho have been arrested and detained for their inability to sell therequired
amount of paddy, arenot released until they have sold thefull amount required by the
law. If farmersdo not obtain an adequate crop of paddy from their paddy fields,
they must buy additional paddy from surrounding market placesto makeup afull
quota. Suchfarmersareforcedto sell the paddy they have bought in these market
placesfor at |east one-fourth lessthan the market price.

Farmersin Irrawaddy and Pegu divisions have suffered the most under SLORC/
SPDC’spaddy procurement program. Rice productioninthesetwo divisionsis
traditionally among the highest in the country, but largeamountsof paddy fidldswere
destroyed in 1996 dueto bad weather conditions. Farmers, therefore, could not
providethemilitary — imposedricequota. The SLORC/SPDC hasasoissuedan
order warning ricefarmersthat those owning morethan fiveacresof paddy field, are
subject to havewhat they view astheir ‘ excessland’, and confiscated by the State
and ‘redisgtributed’. According to afarmer who recently escaped to the Thai-Burma
border, many farmershave, asaconsequence, been forced to sell their extrapaddy
fieldsat unreasonably low pricesbefore SLORC/SPDC could enforcetheir latest
order. (Source: ABSDF)

Ricefarmersfrom Mon State and Tenasserim Division havenormally beenrequired
tosell tento twelve baskets of paddy for every acre of their paddy fieldseach year
to SLORC/SPDC authorities. They wererequired to sell their paddy-quota’ sto
variousauthoritiesat the SL ORC/SPDC-set price of 150 kyatsinthe 1996-1997
fiscal year, vis-a-vis the current market price of 500 kyats or more per basket.
Many farmerswere subsequently arrested for their inability to sell enough paddy to
theauthorities. Many have been kept in detention for indefinite periods of time, or
at least until the required amount of paddy had been sold at the set prices. Such
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farmerswereforced to buy paddy in the market-place for more than 500 kyats per
basket and then sold the same paddy to the authoritiesat the set price of 150 kyats
per basket for their release. Many of these farmers were forced to sell off or
mortgagetheir cattleor farmlandsin order to meet the paddy quota. Many of these
farmers have been forced to flee Burmawith their familiesto seek better jobsand
conditionsin Thailand, being unableto face the hardshipsof ordinary lifein Burma.

Additionaly, farmerswho have recently fled to Thailand have complained of being
sent to forced labor campsby the SLORC/SPDC. Somefarmerswho havefledto
the Thai-Burmaborder areas havetold of facing arrest and transfer to forced labor
camps. Upontheir arrival onthe border, many farmerstold of how their remaining
paddy fieldswere subsequently occupied by the SLORC/SPDC.

Inearly 1997, alarge number of farmerswerearrested for failing to providearice
guotaof 12 tinsper acreto the SLORC/SPDC, 6 tinsto the Union Development
and Solidarity Association (USDA), and incidental amountsof ricetolocal SLORC/
SPDCofficids. Since SLORC/SPDC hasbeguntoimplement apolicy of increased
rice exports, farmershave been forced to sell riceto the SLORC/SPDC at aprices
much lower than market rates. 1n 1997, the SLORC/SPDC set pricewas 70 kyats
per tin, whilethe market pricewas over 250 kyats per tin.

6.2. Exploitation and Abuse of Rubber Farmers

Inafashion similar toricefarmers, rubber farmersarenormally required to pay an
annual ‘rubber tax’, by salling acertain amount of rubber at military set prices, tothe
local authorities. Likewisetothesituation of ricefarmersin Burma, rubber farmers
who arenot ableto sell aquotaof rubber at fixed pricesare subject to imprisonment
and/or fines. Rubber farmersfrom Tavoy township in Tenasserim Division have
been required to sell such rubber quotasto the authoritiesat arate of 2,000 pounds
per 350 measuresof rubber from their plantations.

6.3. Exploitation and Abuse of Fishermen

Fishermenin Tenasserim Division, many of whomarefully dependent onfishingfor
their survivd, particularly thosein Launglontownship, haveexperienced great hardships
resulting from the systematic deprivation of their rightsto their own lives, ameansof
subsistence by the Burmese authorities. Inthe10longyearssince SLORC/SPDC
cameto power, it hassold alarge number of fishing concessionsin Tenasserimdivison
to Thai fishing companies. Asaresult, theloca fishing popul ation have been banned
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fromfishinginlargeareasof seasurrounding their hometownsbecauseforeignfishing
companieshave been granted fishing concessionsto theseareas. Atthesametime,
SLORC/SPDC hasopened severd large seafish buying centersintownsand villages
across Tenasserim, including Kyauk Ni Maw and Kan Yaw Byinvillagesin Launglon
township, and normaly requirelocal fishermento sall seafishand prawnsin specific
amounts at set rates, significantly lower than thelocal market rates. Thoselocal
fishermenwho areunableto sdl afixed amount of fish asrequired by theauthorities,
are subjected to arrest, detention and extortionate finesin asimilar manner to the
thoseimposed on rice and rubber farmers. Moreover, SLORC/SPDC authorities
areincreasingly imposing ‘taxes onloca fishermenfor fishing nets, boats, and engines.

Inadditionto themethods of extortionwaged againgt fishermen and farmers, SLORC/
SPDC or SPDC authoritiesimpose significant fines on the general popul ation of
thesecommunitiesfor variousitemslike‘ emergency portering’ or non-specific taxes
such asthegenera ‘monthly’ fee. Such moniesare procured for use by thelocal
Law and Order Restoration Council. The poorer among these communities have
found itimpossibleto continueliving intheir own homesand havebeenforced toflee
to refugee camps along border aress.

6.4. Unfair Levies and Taxes

Theentire population of Burma, particularly rural peoples,isnormally subjectedtoa
myriad of ‘taxes or ‘fees of boththeofficial and unofficia kinds, predominantly
levied by local authorities- civil and military- besidesthe‘ monthly’ and ‘ emergency
portering’ taxesand fees. Taxes and fees of the official kind are levied by the
authoritiesunder the guise of providing necessary support to officially-sanctioned
‘community work’ ongovernment sites. Inthelevying of these*officid’ taxesand
fees, itiscommonplacethat |locd SLORC/SPDC authoritieslevy their own, ‘ unofficid’
fees, making private benefits.

Even themore middle-classed merchants, which makeupjust asmal fraction of the
rural population, are barely ableto meet the requirements of the taxes and fees.
Consequently, the poverty-stricken rura majority experience unparaleled hardship
under the constant and heavy burden of al these*official’ and ‘ unofficid’ taxesand
fees. Such peopleareforced to obey any order givento them by thelocal military
and civil authorities and are forced to comply with any demand made by them.
Whenever locad SLORC/SPDC or SPDC authorities- whether they becivil or military-
make demandsfor contribution of 1abor, this popul ation have no choice but to fulfil
such demands, regardless of whether they are reasonably ableto spare time and
money intheprocess. Rampant corruption among government officialsand civil
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servants, and thetraditional misuse of their authority, have doubled the burdens of
therura population and haveincreased their suffering.

6.4.1. Labor Taxes

Where the authorities use forced labor on state-sanctioned infrastructure or
development projects, wefind an additional range of taxesand finesthat are often
imposed inthe name of subgtituted labor-hiring feesor donations. Such ‘ donations
areforcibly collected from thosetowns, villagesand househol dsthat cannot perform
or contributelabor. Themost part, if not al of thisextorted money isjust stolenfrom
forced labourersby local SLORC/SPDC civil and military personnel who areentrusted
with theimplementation of projectsand with the supervision of forced labor camps.
Absolutely none of the forced labourers working on the many infrastructure or
development projectsin and around Burmahave been officially recruited nor paid
by theresponsible authorities.

6.4.2. Porter Taxes

The SLORC/SPDC-controlled military normaly leviesaporter tax of botha'regular’
and ‘emergency’ kindfrom therura population, making up at least two thirdsof the
entirepopulation of Burma. Thisrura population, especidly in ethnic nationdity or
non-Burman regions, hasbeenfar more serioudy affected by such policiesof extortion
than ever before. A ‘porter’ feeor tax isnot atax paid by aporter, but atax paid
inlureof actualy becoming aporter, inthoserare occasionswhen civiliansaregiven
thefreedomto chose. Intheory, individuals, householdsor villagesmust pay a
regular ‘monthly’ and ‘ emergency portering’ tax merely toremain freefrom having
themselves conscripted into the military as porters. In practice however, mere
payment of all these*monthly’ and ‘ emergency portering’ taxesdoesnot meanthat
peopleremain freefrom portering or associated military abuse.

Members of the SLORC/SPDC army, especialy those controlling rural areas,
normally incur agreat deal of private benefit by thelevying of such taxesamongthe
local populations. Suchtaxescan vary from aslittle as 500 kyats per household per
month to aslarge an amount as 3,000 kyatsor more. (Source: MIS)

6.5. Situation in newly SLORC/SPDC-occupied areas

Rural areasformerly under the control of the many ethnic resistance groupshave
now been occupied by SL ORC/SPDC troops, where the last remaining traces of
oppositionarebeingdiminatedusinga’ cut, clear, and cleanse’ srategy. Thisinvolves
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cutting areas off fromfood, information, and trade, clearing dl inhabitantsfrom large
areasand rel ocating them to Sites, usualy adjacent toamilitary camp, and cleansing
al insurgentsand armsfrom the population by use of intimidationand torture. The
SLORC/SPDC army continued to consolidatetheir hold over former ethnic opposition
territoriesintheir taken during 1997. The SLORC/SPDC’'smeansof * pacification’
isthorough and systematic. It hasleft almost an entire population completely
impoverished. Many familiesareunder direct orderstorelocate, or arehidinginthe
jungles, or areonthemoveto Thailand, whileothersend upliving at relocation Sites
under deplorableconditions.

Education and adequate health careremains still unavailableto thevast mgjority of
Burmese people. Where social servicesexist, the systematic use of forced labor,
arbitrarily imposed taxes, rampant corruption and poverty al work together to make
peopl€e’slives so difficult that many cannot afford medicines or school supplies.
Another problemisthat, dueto sky-rocketing inflation and such excessivetaxation
regimes, asalary for atypica government employeein Burmaisnot even enoughto
adequately feed or clotheafamily. Whilethose peoplewho resignfrom government
positionsfacefinesand other kindsof punishments, thereareno rewards conferred
to people who stay on. They continue to lack decent pay, resources, and the
adequatetrainingto serve Burma'scitizenstothefull. Under suchacivil and political
system, everyoneendsup withtoolittle.

6.6. List of Incidents

6.6.1. Inearly January 1997, SLORC Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 549 troops,
alongwiththe DKBA, imposed fines of 2,500 Kyats each on three Wan Pu
villagers, in Pa-an didtrict, Karen State. Thefineswereimposed asaresult
of asmall battlethat took place between SL ORC troops, which killed one
and wounded another Tatmadaw solider.

Every day about thirty ox-cartswere commanded to clear minesalong the
TaNay Cha-Kawkareik road. All thevillagesin TaNay Chatownship
wereforced to provided ‘ volunteer labor’ for SLORC troopsfivedaysa
week. Inastatement issued by SLORC LIB 549, it wasmade clear that; a)
anybody who had made an kind of contact with resistanceforceswould be
dealt with severely, and b) that if therewere any explosionsor shotsfiredin
thevicinity of any villageinthearea, thevillagein questionwould berel ocated
immediately, and faceaheavy fine. (Source: KIC)

6.6.2. OnJanuary 4, 1997, Major MahaAw (former head of the People’'sMilitia
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6.6.3.

in Murng Muang who joined the M TA in 1993), with the help of SLORC
troops, ordered Zai Auay Paof MeKen, theowner of aToyotafour-wheel-
drivetruck, to transport hisfamily, belongings, and some of hisfollowers,
from Murng Sart to Murng Harng. Sinceearly January he hasforced around
50 villagersfrom Murng Harng to clear at least 30 acres of land, some of
whichwaslater recouped by thevillagers. After villagershad cleared the
land, Mgjor MahaAw paid them only 8,000 kyatsfor tenfull days work.
Thusfar, 15 ex-MTA familieshave been re-settled, and villagershave been
used to clear and measurelandsthat have been seized by SL ORC troopsin
Murng Harng, Murng Ton township, eastern Shan State. (Source: SHRF)

On January 20, 1997, SLORC LIB. 406 terrorised Mon villagersat Mae
Taw in Yebyu township by burning down four housesand plundering village
goods. All of thevillagersfledinfear. (Source: MIS)

6.6.4. InFebruary 1997, SL ORC confiscated atota of 1,700 acresof land without

6.6.5.

6.6.6.

6.6.7.

6.6.8.

compensation, two furlongswest of Mahazedi Pagodain Pegu for theplanned
establishment of asatellitetown. Atthesametime, SLORC confiscated a
total of 1,000 acres of rubber, cashew nuts, banana, rice and other such
plantationsaround Shwe Baw Gon, Shaun GwaGon, Kyeik Day Gon and
Thek Kadavillagesnorth of Pegu, for the new military basesof Divison 77
and 88. (Source: MIS)

Sincethe SLORC offensive against the KNU was stepped up in Mergui-
Tavoy digtrict in February 1997, SL ORC troops have burned to the ground
at least 6 villages, Myitta, Kwe Waw Wah, Kalat Kee, KaNal Pose, and
other villages. (Source: KIC)

On February 8,1997, SLORC LIB 219, commanded by Lt-Col. Aung Ko
Ko, burned unmilled rice belonging to thefollowing villagersin Mae Baw
Keevillage, Thatondistrict. 1) Saw Pah Er (75 baskets), 2) Maung Kya
Ngay (60 baskets), and 3) PaBaw (75 baskets). Onthe sameday, SLORC
soldierskilled and ate buffal oesbelonging to Maw Loh Phafrom the same
village. (Source: KIC)

On February 9, 1997, SLORCLIB 25 set fireto 16 housesinKaLet Kee
village and executed an innocent villager named Saw Paw Na. (Source:
KIC)

On February 10, 1997, two villages, namely Now Baw Keeand LaKyo
Ko, wererel ocated to Htaw Klaw Keevillageby SLORC LIB 63whichis
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6.6.9.

6.6.10.

6.6.11.

6.6.12.

alsobased at thisvillage. Theentirevillagewasfenced andthevillagersare
now virtual prisoners. They areonly alowedtoleavethevillageasforced
laborers to work on aroad being built by SLORC troopsin the region.
(Source: KIC)

From February 11 to July 31, 1997, ninevillagestotaling 196 houses, were
burnt down and destroyed and 882 villagerswere rendered homelessin
Thaton district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)

From February 11 to July 31, 1997, 88 villagestotaling 3,000 houseswere
destroyed. Over 369 rice barnswith 60,000 baskets of paddy were burnt,
alongwithfour churchesand 60 schools. Asaresult around 20,000 civilians
became homelessin Pa-pun district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)

From February 11 to July 31, 1997, 14 villagestotaling 350 houses, 14
churchesand 12 schoolswere destroyed. 993 civilians became homel ess,
and 50 rice barnswith 149 baskets of rice and 580 baskets of paddy were
burnt to ashesin Taungoo district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)

From February 11 to July 31, 1997, 67 villages consisting of 669 houses
weredestroyed; 4,679 civilian became homeless, and 162 rice barnswith
7,870 baskets of paddy wereburntin Naung Lay Bindistrict, Karen State.
(Source: KIC)

6.6.13. During the second week of February 1997, Deputy Commander Aung Myint

6.6.14.

6.6.15.

ordered Gaung Say Chaung, KaTaung Ni, KaL et Gyi and Karamon Chun
villages, al onthe east side of the Kan Chaung River, to movefrom their
villageto thewest or face persecution. During thelast week of February,
troopsfrom SLORC LIB 25 arrived at Gaung Say Chung villageand looted
thehomesof U PheeHla, U Pho Thalone, U SueNaw, U Saw Dar, U Saw
TinAye, U Saw Three, and U Khin Maung. The sametroopsalso burned
paddy barnsinthevillages. (Source: FTUB)

On February 12, 1997, the sameregiment burned to the ground five houses
andaChrigtian churchinKaNel Posevillage. Thecommander also ordered
the execution of seven ailing SLORC soldiersand 20 porters. (Source:
KIC)

On February 16, 1997, SLORC IB. 273 burned down KaNel Hgae (Pyar
Thar Chaung) village near the Paw Kin River, Ban Chaung villagein the Paw
Klao River valey, and Phaung Daw village, in Tenasserim Division. These
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villages had been suspected of supportingthe KNU. All farmsbelongingto
the villagers were torched, and farm animals confiscated by the troop.
(Source: KIC)

6.6.16. On February 17, 1997, KaWitt Htavillage was burned to the ground, and
villagerswereforced to serve asportersfor the SLORC'sLIB. 17 and 101.
Thewholevillage population of thisareahassincefled (Source: KIC)

6.6.17. On February 17, 1997, advancing SL ORC troops also set fireto Ka Saw
Wah and KaMaw Htar villages, in Tenasserim Division. Htee Pho Law and
Lo Ray villageswere subsequently burned to the ground on February 18.
Some plantationswere also destroyed by the sametroops. (Source: KIC)

6.6.18. On February 20, 1997, the SLORC reinforced its units stationed in the
eagtern part of Pyinmanadidrict. Troopsfrom 1B 34 arrested Karenvillagers
fromthevillagesinthe eastern part of Tantabin township, Taungoo district,
and forced themto carry food for their soldiers. They werereleased only
upon payment of a2,000 Kyatsfine. SLORC IB 34 ordered four Karen
villages, namely Shwe Zee Bo, Zee Byer Gon and Tawgoo, in Taungoo
district, to send 25 men per month to servethearmy asporters. Inaddition,
troops demanded 1,000 and 2,000 Kyats payments from each village
household. Thesametroopsarbitrarily arrested villagersand demanded a
further 2,000 Kyatsfor their release. At present, the SLORC'sIB isstill
moving among Karenvillagesinthehillsof the eastern of Tantabin township
harassing Karenvillagers. (Source: KIC)

6.6.19. On February 27, SLORC B 51 entered Toe The Keevillageand summoned
villagers. They were ordered not to leavethevillage. Without reason, the
sametroops proceeded to arrest [ocal men and women, the soldiersbeating
and torturing villagersby pouring boiling water over them, or by forcibly
immersing their facesinwater. (Source: KIC)

6.6.20. In February 1997, SLORC LIB. 104 confiscated more than 1,000 acres of
ricefiddson Pyingyi idandin Launglontownship, Tenasserim Division, and
another morethan 700 acresin Tabeaand KaNyon Kyunvillagesin the
same township. The more than 300 local farmers were given no
compensation. Thelandsthat were confiscated aretheintended site of an
experimental, modern-method rice cultivation project run by themilitary in
theregion. (Source: MIS)

6.6.21. OnMarch 2,1997, SLORC IB. 230 and DKBA soldier, Maung Han Shwe,
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torched thehouse of Maung Chit Tu, avillager from TaMaw Daw. All of his
household belongings, worth in total around 35,000 kyats, were destroyed
inthefire. They also confiscated apair of earringsworth 5,000 kyats, ten
baskets of rice worth 5,000 kyats, and a saw worth 1,000 kyats. The
group demanded that 500 kyatsbe paid by each of thevillagerswho collected
meatured leavesfor roof-building fromthe surrounding forests. They threstened
villagersby saying that they would shoot them if they returned totheforest to
collect leaves. They set theforest onfire so all theleaveswere destroyed
andthevillageshad noleaveswith whichtofurnishtheir roof for thiscoming
rainy season. (Source: KIC)

6.6.22. OnMarch 10, 1997, troopsled by Commander Zaw Hlaing from LIB. 337
burnt down Buko villagein Karenni State. Asaresult, 44 houseswere
gutted. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.23. OnMarch 12, 1997, the SL ORC troops confiscated 25.6 acres of farmland
in Buthidaung township to establishaKhumi and Morang village. Again, the
same troops seized 64.8 acres of farmland in Area 4 of Bu Thi Daung
township to construct aprison. (Source: RS0)

6.6.24. On March 24,1997, SL ORC troops spent two nightsin Leh Keevillage,
Papun district, Karen State. During thistime, soldiersburned 27 houses
including aChristian church and atethevillagers' livestock. (Source: KIC)

6.6.25. On March 28, 1997, SL ORC troops entered and burnt much of Ku Day
village, Papun didtrict, Karen State, including 13 barns, and killed 28 buffa oes
belongingtovillagers. (Source: KIC)

6.6.26. On March 28, 1997, the Tactical Operation Command 772, under Division
77, attacked Day Keevillage, Naunglebin district, Karen State and burned
ittotheground. (Source: KIC)

6.6.27. OnMarch 29, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom L1B. 319 torched TaThoo Der
village, Papun district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)

6.6.28. On April 1, 1997, SL ORC troops burned down Hsaw Law village, Papun
district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)

6.6.29. On April 2, 1997, SLORC troops burned down Peh Day village, Papun
district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)
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6.6.30.

6.6.31.

6.6.32.

On April 3, 1997, troops from LIB. 391 shot civilians at Doh Heh Ser
village, Papundidtrict, Karen State, and afurther two villagerswerereported
missing. Later that day, the sametroopsburned downthevillage. (Source:
KIC)

On April 3,1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 106 burned down K’ Ngaw
Mu Der village, Papun district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)

Inthemiddleof April, 1997, soldiersfrom L1B. 429 destroyed the Gay Toe
Moe (or spirit post) in Daw Klo Kuvillage, Pre Tho Leh township, Karenni
State. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.33. InApril 1997, sevenvillagesof Lakhatownship, in Shan Statewererel ocated

6.6.34.

and burned to the ground by SL ORC troopsfrom IB. 246. Thevillages
were 1) Wan Phar Wawng, 2) Wan Nawng Kern, 3) Wan Zaai Loi, 4) Wan
Ho Nam, 5) Wan Nawng Wo, 6) Wan Kung Parng and 7) Wan Nam Maw
Long (Source: SHRF)

On May 11, 1997, SLORC IB. 429, led by Captain Myo Myint Aung,
attended Daw L eh Doevillage, Soe M oetownship, Karenni State, and burnt
down five housesand five paddy barns. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.35. OnMay 12,1997, Mgjor Than Winfrom LIB. 439, under the command of

6.6.36.

the Southern Military Command, demanded that 35,000 kyats per village
be collected from Kyauk Kyi and Mom townships, Pegu Division. In
addition, villagerswere only allowed to leavethevillage to cut and cart
bamboo after payinga 1,000 kyat ‘fee'. Villagesaffected include Tatgon,
YwaHaung, TaPu Taung, Thit Chat Seik, Ohn Chit Khin, Thah Tay Gon,
Ngalaut Tat, Taipin, Pho Thaung Su, NgaHtwe Soke, Myat Yan and Well
Gyi villages. (Source: HRDU)

OnMay 29, 1997, soldiersfrom LIB. 730 in Kyauk Kyi township, Pegu
Divison, arrivedin Nat Than Kwinvillage, inthesameregion. Thesoldiers
conscripted villagersfor portering at random and confiscated properties.
Property such asgold jewellery valued at 150,000 kyats was confiscated
by themilitary. (Source: HRDU)

6.6.37. OnJune 11, 1997, 40 SLORC troopsfrom IB. 265, led by Captain Aung

Zin, accompanied by five militiaamen from Thebyu Kyunvillage, led by U
SoeNaing, arrived in Shan Pon villagein Kyun Suu township, Tenasserim
Divison. They burnt down thevillagerendering all 40 familieshomeless.
(Source: MIS)
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6.6.38. On June 25, 1997, amilitary column from LIB. 439, led by Major Than
Win, under the command of Southern Military Command, attempted to arrest
Naw Gar Hel from Kyaung Suu village, Mom township, Pegu State. When
they could not arrest her, the troopstook her belongings, valuables, and
farmanimals. (Source: HRDU)

6.6.39. The project to renovate Kalay Myo airport commenced in June 1997. In
order that the appropriate extensions of the runway be made, farm lands
from Tada-U ward in Kalay Myo, near the southern side of airport, were
confiscated. Peoplelivingin Tada-U ward were ordered to get out of the
way. No planshad been madefor their relocation to anew area, nor was
any compensation given to affected persons (Source: FTUB)

6.6.40. Captain Nyi Nyi Naing and Sergeant Kyaw Phone Naing from L1B. 355
forcibly collected porter feesfrom villages such as Taung Ghun, Chauk Ba
Lu, Wan KaNa, Khal ae Saw, Taung GaL ay, and the Monvillage, Taung
Bauk, in Kya Ein Seik Kyi township, Karen State between June and
September 1997. Each family wasforced to pay from between 3,000 to
6,000 Kyats per month. (Source: KIC)

6.6.41. Sincetheend of June 1997, SL ORC troops burnt to the ground around 265
housesin sevenvillagesin No.2 district of Maw Cheeareain Karenni State,
as part of SLORC’srelocation programme in the area. SLORC troops
wereorderedtokill anyonefound in thisareawithout questions, including
children, women and theelderly. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.42. On July 24, 1997, troopsfrom SLORC LIB. 439 opened fireon Maw Law
villagein Papundigtrict, Karen State, wounding onevillager, Saw TuLu, 32.

6.6.43. On July 24, 1997, troopsled by Tint Lwin Oo from SLORCB. 55, arrived
inBer Gor Doevillage, Taungoo didtrict, Karen State, confiscating and killing
livestock, and destroyed thevillagers food supply. (Source: KIC)

6.6.44. On duly 29, 1997, troopsfrom SLORC LIB. 709 shot indiscriminately among
thevillagersof Thway-doevillage, Papun district, Karen State, wounding
onevillager. Thetroopsoccupiedthevillagefor aday, and killed and atethe
villagers chickensand pigs. (Source: KIC)

6.6.45. OnJuly 29, 1997, troopsfrom SLORC IB. 55 arrivedin Dek Ko villagein
Taungoo digtrict, Karen State and stoletwo gold chains, threerings, apair
of earrings and 2,000 Kyats from avillager named Naw Koo Lu. The
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soldierslooted val uablesfrom other householdsaswell. (Source: KIC)

6.6.46. On August 9, 1997, a Sergeant from L1B. 549 shot into the audience of a
video show at Aw Kaw village, Kaw Ke Yelk township, Karen State, killing
MaThan Htay, a23 year old woman who was 6 months pregnant, Nyang
Hlaing, al3year old boy. Maung Saw Oo, an 11 year old boy waswounded
inthegun-fire. (Source: KIC)

6.6.47. On August 21 and 22, SL ORC troops burnt down 70 housesin upper and
lower Gay Loevillage, Mawcheetownship, Karenni State, and destroyed
21 acresof planted rice paddy, aswell asasubstantial quantity of brown
rice. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.48. On August 24, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 102 under the command of
Aung Myo Min (unknown position), burned 28 housesin Kaw Moo De
village, inNo. 2 district of Karenni State. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.49. On August 25, 1997, SL ORC troopsfrom LIB. 426, under the authority of
commander, Lt-Mgjor Soe Nwe, and second commander, Mg or Win Soe,
burnt to theground 16 housesin Y we Beh village and destroyed 35 acres of
paddy plantation. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.50. On August 25, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 261, under the command
of Lt. Col Khin Maung Htay, torched 25 housesand achurchinHuMuuKa
Lahvillage, Karenni State. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.51. On August 26, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom LI1B. 102, under the command
of Major Win Htwe, burned to the ground achurchin KwaKeevillageand
54 housesin Htee Sar Beh Hteevillage, Karenni State. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.52. On August 27, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 261 burnt down 28 houses,
includingachurchinBwelL ay Khovillage, Karenni State. (Source: KNPP)

6.6.53. On August 30, 1997, askirmishtook place near Taung Gal ay village, Kyar
Ein Selk Kyi township, Karen State, between amilitary columnfromLIB.
355and KNLA troops. After theincident, SL ORC troopsaccused villagers
of aidingtheKNLA and severerepressionfollowed. Onevillager died and
two houseswere burnt down. Thewholevillager |ater abandoned their
homesandfledfor their lives. (Source: PDF)

6.6.54. In September, agroup led by Sergeant Kyaw Phone Naing from L1B. 355
in Taung Bauk village Kyar Ein Seik Kyi township, Karen State, battered
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Let WaZek villagersAung Than, Mon Chanand Ah-Htain, and stole 2,000
Kyatsfromthem. Thegrouplater robbed 8,000 Kyatsfrom an underground
lottery seller fromKaGurn Zuvillage. (Source: PDF)

6.6.55. Since September 1997, SLORC local 1B. 106 hasbeen levying ahuman tax

6.6.56.

on an estimated 15,000 Mon villagersliving in approximately 30 villages
between Yetownship in Mon State, and Yebyu township in Tenasserim
Division. Every person in each household, regardless of age or sex, is
required to pay several different ‘fees. 10 Kyatsper person from Khaw
Za, Thabyu Gyi, YinDeinand Yin Yevillages, 50 Kyats per personfrom
Kyon Kan Yavillage; 80 Kyats per person from MaGyi and DaNik Yar
villages; and 100 Kyats per person from Mi TaKhlaGyi and Mi Taw Hla
Gal ay villagesislevied per month. (Source: MIS

On October 10, 1997, SLORC troops from LIB. 707 and 708, led by
Tactical Operation No. 2 Commander, Lt-Col. Thein Maung, ordered the
destruction of villagesin Htantabintownshipin Karen State, namely BuKee,
Ho Kee, Kee Daw Kaw, Shoo Ko, Thay Thu Dai, HaToe Pai, Tha Aye
Kee. All householdsand churcheswerelater burnt. Soldiersconfiscated
chicken, pigs, buffal oes, cowsand openedfireat peopleon sight. Thesame
troops have also carried out similar atrocities in Tha Daung township.
(Source: KIC)

6.6.57. On November 31, 1997, SL ORC troops set fireto 40 stacks of rice paddy

6.6.58.

which had been reaped and stored inricefields near Kawng Wet village,
Parng Sarng tract, Murng Kerng township. (Source: SHRF)

On December 2, 1997, the SLORC troops brunt the rice paddy of the
villagersof Wan Huay and Nawng L eo villages, Murng Khuntract, Murng
Kerng township, Shan State. (Source: SHRF)

6.6.59. On December 6, 1997, amilitary columnfromIB. 341, led by Mgjor Aung

6.6.60.

Thein, arrived Naku Palaw villagein Pa-pun township, Karen State, and
burnt thewholevillageto theground. Thevillagersbegan fleeingwhenthe
columnfirg arrived at thevillage. Unfortunately, Khe Htoo Pee, a70-year-
old blind woman, wasleft behind. Shewastiedto her houseand burnt aive
by SLORC soldiers. The troops also confiscated approximately 1,000
baskets of rice and destroyed rice barns. (Source: ABSDF)

On December 24, 1997, SLORC troops burnt ricefields at Tard Mawk,
Wan Huay, Nawng L eo and Zarng Eb villages, in Murng Khun tract, Murng
Kerng township, Shan State. (Source: SHRF)
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(Also seeunder “personal Accounts,” interviews1, 2, 3,9, 10, 14, 16, 17, 18,
27,34, 35, 36, 38, 39, 45, 49, 50, 53, 65, 73, 74, 78, 80, 85, 92 and 94)

6.7. List of Burned Villages in Karen State

Thisisapartid list of villagesconfirmed ascompletely or partidly burned by SLORC/
SPDC troopsduring the operation between February 1997 and the present. Villages
numbers (1) through (146) arelisted from KHRG information sources, i.e. visit to
villagesand interviewswith villagers. Numbers (147) through (186) are additiona
villageslisted by independent monitorsin thearea, and numbers (187) through (192)
areformKNU Field Reports.

* indicates villages which were partially burned; all other villages have been
completely burned. Thisisnot complete, and additiond villagesaretill being burned

by patrols.

KHRG Information 19. SawEeDer
Northern 20. KuDay
21. TohKee
1. LerMuPaw 22. LayGhaw
2.  SawMuPlaw 23. ThayBaw
3.  Naw YoHta* 24. TohLohKee
4, KayPu*
5.  ShoPerKo Between Yunzalin and
6. LahEhDer Bilin Rivers
7. YahPloDe
8. KalLehDer 25. Kaw Weh Der
9. BawPeh 26. BwoMuHta
10. BenaAy PerKo* 27. YehMuPlaw*
11. HserHta* 28. Thay ThoDer
12. Ker KoMu Der (>100 houses) 29. BoKywe(BoDweh)
13. Kaw Say Der 30. Kaw MuBwaDer
14. ThuKler 31. DtaPaw Der
15. Lway Der 32. Thay KoMuDer
16. NawKu 33. MohKee
17. TeeT KayHta 34. BerKhaw
35. TeelLayHta
Car road 36. upper Lay Hta
37. KwithTohKee
18. PlahKo 38. KyawLaw
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39. KyweDay 77. TeeKuHta
40. DohHehDer* 78. Thaay Wah Der
41. Maw T Kyaw 79. Ner Kee
42. Haw Kee(upper and lower) 80. LerHtooPo
43. BpehDeh 81. MehGhalLaw
44. Nyaw MuDer 82. MehKaw Hta
45, LerLah 83. DtaKaw Hta
46. Maw Lay Kaw 84. BoWahDer
47. TeelLer Ghaw Kee 85. DtaBaw Kee
48. Maw Thay Der 86. TohKaw Saw Kee
49. TohHta 87. Maw Day
50. Saw Ner Kee 88. DtaKaw Der
51. BwaOoBwaDer 89. KawLayDer
52. TeeThuDer 90. Tay MuDer
53. BuKyuKee 91. LerShuKo
54. B’NaKwihDuh 92. Maw Law Der
55. MuKeeDer 93. YahKyaw Der
56. BerBaw 94. DohDawKee
57. K'Maw Kyaw 95. KuThehKee
58. Haw Ko Theh (one part of two) 96. KhehDer
59. Paw Say * 97. MiHta
60. LayNahDer* 98. MawGhu

99. KhawKlah
Bilin River area 100. MehS Hta

101. Maw Thay Tha
61. DtaMehDer 102. K’'WahLer
62. WahKahDer 103. MuKoLaw
63. LoPlah 104. KoRehKee
64. DtalehGhaw Der 105. KoRehHta
65. LayPoKaw Tee 106. Lay Hta
66. Lay Kaw Der 107. Lay Kee
6/. HtooTalLu 108. Baw Kwaw
68. KhehPaHta 109. shdtersinhidingin
69. BawThu variousplaces,
70. ThehHta including TeeKaaw
71. KanehDer* near Lo Plah.
72. ThwaHta
73. NohLay Eastern Papun District
74. Kay MuDer
75. WahKeeDer 110. TohThay Der
76. Ker Kaw Law 111. Kyaw Kee
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Shwegyin township 148. Baw Lay Der
149. KlehMu

112. WahMay Kyo 150. YoPoLoh

113. HteeMuhHta 151. LehKee

114. Deh Oo Po 152. TeeMehHta

115. Saw ThehKee 153. TeeT'BluHta

116. Bweh Si Kee 154. DtaThuDer

117. Nay MuKwee 155. Khaw Kee

118. K’Saw Wah Kwih 156. Pah Ko

119. MehLawLah 157. Kweh Htoo Hta

120. PohLoh 158. Thay PaKeeDer

121. Kyi ZoneGone 159. NohLay

122. DuBaw 160. Oo Thaw Kee

123. LerHtaKwih 161. Oo Thaw Hta

124. TeeSghehHta 162. NyaMuHta

125. LerWah 163. MehNyuHta

126. TeeLawKlay Kee 164. TeeBer KaHta

127. PoKhaLaw 165. Day Law Pu

128. Maw HtaMeeHser 166. Klaw LohKlohHta

129. Saw ThehHta 167. NohLaw Hsu

130. Hsaw OhKee 168. TaHuLoh

131. Hsaw OhHta 169. Thay KoLoh

132. Der WihKo 170. Ko Kaw Der

133. TeeBlahKee 171. KoThalLohDer

134. TeeBlahHta 172. TeelLerKee

135. Bpray Maw Kee 173. MehKaHta

136. B’'TaHta 174. DuPaleh

137. WahKoLaw Dteh 175. Thay KoPu

138. Ko Pler Kee 176. Wah Peh Kwee

139. Ko Pler Kee 177. PoKhay

140. Maw Kee 178. TaKohHta

141. DtaThay Der 179. Paw Wah Der

142. YanAung 180. Maw Pu

143. MehWay Kee 181. Hser ReeKyo

144. Saw RohKo 182. TuMohHta

145. Kaw Mu Der 183. PohLah

146. Day Oo Koh 184. Maw LerLoh
185. MehKuKee

I ndependent M onitor 186. LerKlaw

(Papun Digtrict)

147. Si Day (lower)
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KNU Field Reports
(Papun Digtrict)

187. Bler Ghaw * 190. hiddensheltersnear

188. BoPlaw Kaw Say

189. Kaw Say 191. Mi HsahPoDer
192. Paw Mu

Advertisement of “ isit Myanmar Year 1996” was destroyed in Rangoon. A
campaign to attract theforeign visitorswasfailed dueto the political instability
and human rights violations by the SLORC. (Photo by N. Dunlop)
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A slum quarter outside Mandalay. Many people are living under this
situation where there is no electricity and water. (Photo. N. Dunlop)

Villagers standing among the burned ruins of their village which fell when
S_ORC troops burned the village. (Photo by KHRG)
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ABIlind grand father and hisgrand son on their way to downtown Shwebo
to earn their living by begging. (Photo by HRDU)

Public bustransportation in Rangoon. The high price of patrol and i nsufficient
public services make the people’s lives difficult.
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