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5. Forced Relocation and Internally Displaced
Persons

5.1. Background

The policy of SLORC/SPDC, in the case of any form of armed resistance has
amounted to* drain theocean sothefish cannot swim”. [nother words, they undermine
civilian populationsuntil they can nolonger sustainthemsalvesor carry out opposition
movements. Thisisthefundamenta ideabehind the Four Cutspolicy - to cut linksof
intelligence, food, money, and recruits between armed opposition groupsand local
civilians. Themilitary usesforced relocationsasatool for primarily two purposes. 1)
devel opment projects, and 2) aspart of itscounter insurgency operations. Villagers
arerelocated to makeway for devel opment projectsand aso used asunpaid | aborers
onsuchprojects. By moving villages, the SL ORC/SPDC effectively deprivesethnic
oppositiongroupsof any loca support. Inthenew sites, villagersareunder complete
military control and are used further asarotating source of extortion money aswell
asforced labor in various projects.

Peopleappear to beforcibly relocated in Burmaon account of ethnic origin or based
onwhat SLORC/SPDC perceivesto betheir political beliefs. Death threats, ill-
treatment and other formsof harassment and intimidation often accompany relocation.
In addition, people areforced to survive under harsh life-threatening conditionsin
therelocation sites, including overcrowding, lack of sanitation, and unsafedrinking
water. 1nJune 1997, 28 victimsof forced rel ocation died of dysentery inthe Pa
Long relocation camp in Loikaw Township, Karenni State. It isbelieved that the
illnesswastransmitted from the Shadaw rel ocation camp where an unknown number
of peopledied from thesameillness. (Source: KNPP)

Countlessnumbers of peoplein some areas have been given no choicebut to leave
their homes. These peoplearevictimsof rel ocation brutally enforced by thearmy.
Inareaswherethereissuspected opposition, someor evendl of thecivilian population
areforced at gunpoint to moveinto rel ocation sitesand aretold that they cannot
return until opposition groupssurrender. They area so threatened with death if they
do not obey. Their homes, crops and livestock are often destroyed. Some 100
villages between the Pon and Salweenriversin Karenni Statewere ordered to move
torelocation sitesbeside SLORC/SPDC army camps at Shadaw and YwaThit.
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The order stated that anyone seen in or around these villages after June 7, 1996
would be*considered an enemy,” an officia euphemism for shoot tokill onsight.
Such forced relocation of civiliansis just one of the many clear violations of
humanitarian law, thelaw of armed conflict, whichthe Tatmadaw commitsregularly.
Similarly * scorched earth” campai gns have been conducted in central Shan State
and Pupan district of Karen State.

Forced rel ocationsoccur not only asaresult of thefour-cut campaign againg civilians,
but al so because SL ORC/SPDC needs spaceto build itsinfamous“ infrastructure
projects’. Fromthetime SLORC/SPDC cameinto power in 1988, it implemented
severd infrastructure projectsaimed at attracting increased international investment.
Theregimeclaimsthat these* devel opment projects’ aredesigned for thelong-term
benefit of all, becausethey createtheinfrastructure necessary for improving the
livelihood of thecommunity asawhole. However, civiliansintheregionshave suffered
thelossof their nativeland for these supposed “ development” projects. Forced
rel ocation and other forms of human rightsviol ations by Tatmadaw most commonly
occur along the border areaswherethe army isengaged in military operationsor
regiona development projects. Sadly, even when human rights abuses committed
by theregimeare known to foreign busi nesses, the companiesturn ablind eyeto the
suffering and continuetoinvest. Primeexamplesincludethe YadanaGasPipeline
andtheYe-Tavoy Railway in Southern Burma. Both of these projectsareenormoudy
important economically tothemilitary regime. Asof November 1997, Unocal, a
partner foreign oil company of the Yadana Gas Pipeline stated on the homepage of
itsWeb that, “ novillagesin thevicinity of the pipelineroute have beenrel ocated for
the benefit of thisproject. Unocal would oppose any suchrelocations’. However,
ahaf-page advertisement placed inthe Bangkok Post English Newspaper, on April
17,1995, paid for by the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT),
unequivocally confirmedthat at least 11 villageshad infact beenrelocated tofecilitate
the pipeline project. It stated that, “Myanmar has recently cleared the way by
relocating atotal of 11 villagesthat would otherwise obstruct the passage of the Gas
Resource Devel opment Project.”

52. KAREN STATE

5.2.1. Papun district

In February and March 1997, SL ORC/SPDC began acampaignto forcibly relocate
or obliteratedl villagesinthehillsof Papun digtrict, northern Karen State, and eastern
Nyaunglaybin district, straddling the border of Karen Stateand Pegu Division. The
main region affected extends approximately 50 km (30 miles) to both the north and

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma




194 HRDU

south of thetown of Papuanin northern Karen State, and from the Salween River,
50 km (25 miles) east of Papun to Shwekyin townships, another 50-60 km (30-35
miles) west of Papun in Nyaunlaybin district of Pegu Divison. Thismakesthetota
area of the region close to 10,000 square kilometers. These remote hilly areas
dotted with small Karen villagesaveraging 10-20 familieseach, have alwaysbeen
difficultif not impossiblefor the SLORC/SPDC to control becausethevillagers
always manageto flee beforethey arrive. Asaresult, SLORC/SPDC has been
carrying out acampaign to both forcibly relocatethosevillagesaready closetotheir
bases, wherethey can easily round up the population, and to obliterate all other
villageswithout warning, hunting and killing on sight any villagersthey find there.

There have been three main waves of village destruction, thefirstin March/April

1997. During the second wavein June, new patrolsweresent out to burn al signsof

habitation and food suppliesand to hunt villagershiding intheforest, to effectively
“smoke” them out and shoot them to death. After the end of therainy seasonin
November 1997, thethird wavetook place. The newly-renamed SPDC sent out
patrolsto driveoff thehiding villagersagain and to burn and destroy the meager rice
cropsthat many of them had managed to plant or harvest. Inthe areas south and
east of Papun, most of thevillageshave been orderedtomove. All villagesintheKa
Dtaing Dtee area south of Papun have reportedly been ordered to move to Ka
Dtaing Dtee, and villages east of Papun have been ordered to moveto SPDC camps
at Pah Heh (PaHaik) and Toh Thay Pu. Theworst hit areasarethosewhichlie
north, northwest and west of Pgpun, comprising the Yunzdinand Bilinriver watersheds
aswd| asthehillsof eastern Shewkyintownship, whichliefurther west and northwest
of Papun, particularly inthe upper Bilinriver area. Intheseareas, many villages
which are easily reached have been ordered to moveto SPDC-controlled villages
such asMeh Way, or to the Shwekyin-K yaukkyi motor road wherethey areamost
certainly used asforced labor to maintainroads. At least fivevillages (Wah May
Kyo, Htee Muh Hta, Saw Oo Po, Saw Theh Kee, and Bweh S Kee), wereordered
to moveto one such siteknown as Than Seit Min Lang.

MehWay, avillage of an estimated 200 householdsintheBilin River valey, isoneof
themajor relocation sitesbecauseitisjust at the southern edge of one of theregions
hardest hit by thiscampaign. At least 36 villageshave been ordered to movetoMeh
Way. Inearly 1997, SLORC LIB. 546 established threemilitary campssurrounding
the people of Meh Way. After severa thousand peoplewereforced to movethere
and build hutsin between these camps, they werethen used for forced labor along
with Meh Way villagers. They built and maintained these camps and were used as
portersaswell as human minesweeperswith the search and destroy columnsthat
went out to burn thevillagesand hunt villagers. Soldiersallowed eachfamily inthe
villagetwotines (about 33 kg/ 72 Ibs.) of rice per month.
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Themajority of thevillagesin these areas have simply been shelled and burned
without warning. The shelterswhere villagers are hiding have al so been burnt
whenever they arefound.

In the beginning approximately six SLORC/SPDC battalionswereinvolvedin
operation, and now under SPDC the number hasincreased to at |east 10 battalions.
Thebattalionsareregularly rotated in and out, so that altogether at least 23 different
battalionshave been involved at onetimeor another. Thefollowingisanincomplete
list of troopsthat have beeninvolved: Light Infantry Division44and 77; 1B 19, 39,
57 and 59; LIB. 20, 36, 106, 107, 340, 341, 349, 350, 356, 391, 434, 546, 547,
548, 701, 703, 704, 706 and 710. These Battalionsenter the areafrom Shwekyin
and Papun, and some al so operate out of campsat Meh Way, PwaGhaw, Toh Thay
Pu, Pah Heh, Kyauk Nyat, Maw Pu, Kler Kyo, Baw Kwaw, Ler Mu Plaw and
other locations.

The columns of 100 to 300 men movefromvillagetovillage. Onarrival near a
village, thetroopsfirst shdll it with mortarsfrom the adjacent hills, then enter firing at
anything that moves, proceeding to burn every house, farm/field hut, or other shelter
foundinthearea. Paddy storage barnsare especially sought out and burnedin order
to destroy thevillagers food supply. Village schoolsand churchesare particularly
targeted for burning. By thetimethe SPDC arefinished, al that remainsof avillage
isaflat plainof black ash. Any villagersseeninthevillages, forests, or fieldsare shot
on sight without being questioned or warned. Thevillagersgenerally hear uptoa
day in advancethat an SPDC column iscoming, so they fleefurther into thehills.
Oncethetroops have destroyed their village and passed on, they survivein leaf
sheltersor small hutsthat they buildin theforest wherethey try to continue tending
their fields. Ricefrom those paddy storage barnsthat have not been destroyedis
generaly shared. Most liveon plainricewith somejungleleaf soup, aswell assdt if
they arelucky enough to haveit. SPDC troopssimply shoot and eat all livestock
that has been | eft behind.

Intheregion, 105 villageswere ordered to rel ocate, 18 villageswere completely
burned down, and 10 otherswere partially burned. The population of thesevillages
average about 100. Thislistisby no means complete, and right now the SPDC
military patrolscontinueto burn villagesand shoot villagersinthearea. Whilesixty-
two civilianswerereportedly killedinthearea, thetrue number isalmost certainly
twicethat. Many more have also died of disease and hunger whilein hiding. In
1997, at least 1,500 villagersfrom the areamanaged to escapeto refugee campsin
Thailand. Thisisadifficult and dangerousundertaking because of SPDC campsand
patrolsaong theway aswell asthe landminesthat are placed along many of the
paths. (Source: KHRG)
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5.2.2. Forced Relocation in Kya-ein-seik-kyi

Magor Zaw LinHtunfrom LIB. 356 called onthevillageheadmenin Kya-ein-seik-
kyi Township and Ye Township on September 22, 1997, and ordered eleven Mon
villagesand another eleven Karen villagesto relocate by October 15, 1997. These
villageswere part of thejoint-controlled areaof NMSPand KNU. Villagerswere
threatened with deathif they failed to comply withthe order. Villagersweretoldto
moveto Taungbauk and Wai Thali villages. The nameof thevillagesordered to
relocatethusfar are: Bo Kadaw, Wai Thali (West), Kyettuyway Taung, Baydari,
KayokeHmaw, TantaPyet, Kyauk Kya, PhaKapo, Kyaukpo, AyoeKaain, Kunthee
Khan (all Monvillages) and Shwe Pohut, Htee PaHtaw, Kyeik Taung, TharaGon,
Taung Kalay, Tavoy Pauk, Chee Naung Chee, Saw Maw Sakan, Agar, Yele, and
Hteepale (al Karenvillages). (Source: Alert)

5.2.3. Pa-an District

Thestuationin Pa-an Digtrict of central Karen State continuestoworsen, particularly
intheeastern partsof thedistrict closeto the Dawnamountainsand the Thai border.
By February 1997 thevillages of TaKu Kraw, Kwih PaTaw and Noh Law Bler
(comprising atotal of over 150 households), wereforced to move, and TaKu Kraw
wasburned. Villagerswere ordered to moveto Naw Deh, where somewent and
now livein makeshift shelterswith noway to survive. However, most of themfled
into theforest wherethey are now hiding and struggling to barely survive. Then, in
February and March 1997, SL ORC/SPDC ordered thevillages of Tee Hseh Ker,
Naw Ter Kee, Bee T'Ka, Kaw Per Nweh Ko, Kwih Sgheh, Tee Baw Blaw, Ler
Dah and possibly several moreto move. Eventhough Bee T'Ka, the largest of
these, hasover 300 househol dsit wasgiven only three daysto moveto Taung Zone
army camp, and thevillagersweretold that anyone seen there after March 6 would
be shot on sight. The village was quickly abandoned asthe villagersfled to the
homesof relativesor totheforest. Later in March, the KNLA used the absence of
thevillagersasan opportunity to makeaheavy attack against SL ORC/SPDC troops
near thevillage. SLORC/SPDC suffered significant casuaties, and sent word out
for thevillagersto come back and act asahuman shield around them. However,
most villagerswerefrightened andignoredthecall. They remain scattered throughout
thearea

A smilar stuation existsdightly further north, where SLORC/SPDC troopsordered
Noh Ray Tee Per and TaWih Koh villagesto moveto DtaGrehin Marchwithan
early April deadline. Thetroopsalso burned 16 housesand shot onevillager deadin
TeeWah Klay villageon March 21, 1997. Villagesaround Tee Wah Klay haveyet
to begivenforced rel ocation orders. Most of the peoplefrom Tee Wah Klay, Per
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Way, Thay Mo Pah Kee, Day Law Pya, and Meh Pleh Wah Kee, aswell asthose
from therel ocated villages of Noh Ray Tee Per and TaWih Koh, havefledintothe
forests. They fear that the SLORC/SPDC troopswho regularly patrol therewill hurt
them. Most of thevillagerslivein hiding inthehills, and medicswho havevisited
them report that many children have already died of ssomachillnessesand malaria.
Asof April 1997, at least 16 childrenhad died of ilInessjust inthevillagessurrounding
Noh Ray TeePer.

Just south of TeeWah Klay areain thewestern part of the DawnaRange, the eight
villagesof Naw Ter Kee, Pleh Wah Hta, Taw Ghoh Hta, Noh Kheh, PaWih Kee,
Paw Tee Hta, Paw Tee Wah, and Kyaw Law Kloh have a so been forced to move.
Startingin November 1996 everyonein thesevillageswasordered to stay insdethe
villagetogether with their livestock - animpossible demand to put on subsistence
farmers- or beshot onsight. TheninJanuary SLORC/SPDC beganforcibly moving
themto ThuK’ Bee.

Thestuationfor villagersintheseareas of DtaGrehtownshipisincreasingly desperate
and unstable. They havelittle or nofood, no medicine, and facethe constant threat
of discovery and arrest by SPDC patrols. Many arein hiding in the hills of the
DawnaRange. The KNLA has been using the range as a base area to launch
attackson SPDC unitsinthe plainstothewest. The KNLA hasplanted these hills
heavily with landmines, making flight difficult and dangerousfor thevillagers.

SLORC/SPDC miilitary unitsresponsiblefor theforced rel ocationsand other abuses
haveincluded Light Infantry BattaionsLIB. 547,548, 549, 338 and 357, and Infantry
BattalionsIB. 28, 36 and 97. Thetroopsareregularly rotated to prevent them from
becoming too familiar or friendly withthevillagers. For example, L1B. 547,548 and
338 have now been redeployed el sewhereand I1B. 28 has been replaced by troops
fromLID. 99. (Source: KHRG)

5.2.4. Forced relocation in newly SLORC/SPDC - occupied
Dooplaya district

In February 1997, SL ORC/SPDC mounted amass military offensiveagainst large
areas of DooplayaDistrict which were strongly or partly controlled by the Karen
Nationa Union(KNU). DooplayaDidrict liesin centrd Karen State, from Kawkareik
and Myawaddy in the north to Three Pagodas Passin the south. Troopsfrom six
different Light Infantry Divisonswereinvolved inthe offensive, which led tothe
capture of most KNU-held areasand theflight of over 10,000 civiliansto Thailand.
Many moreweretrapped insidetheir villagesand home areas by therapid advance
of the SLORC/SPDC troops.
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SLORC/SPDC claimed to have brought “ peace” to the area, however, SLORC/
SPDC troopsin the newly-occupied areasjust 10 or more kilometersfurther inside
weredready redtricting the movementsof villagers, forcing themto work on military
accessroads, and looting villages. Aspart of the clampdown, anincreasing number
of villagesthroughout Dooplayaare now being forced torelocate. At first, small
villages, particularly if they wereinremoteareas, and villagesfrom which most of the
popul ation had fled were ordered to rel ocateto larger villages. Sincethen, people
living onthe outskirts of many villageshave been ordered to movetheir housesinto
thecenter of thevillage. Now, sincethe beginning of therainy seasonin May/June,
SLORC/SPDC troopsin southern Dooplayahave begun entering stable, established
villageswhich arenot closeto Army campsand ordering them at gunpoint to move
to SLORC/SPDC-controlled | ocationsnear Army campsor dong mainroads. Five
of theserelocation sitesare Ku Du Gweh (ak.a. MehPra), Taung Zone (akk.a. Lay
Noh), and Anand Gwin (a.k.a. Noh Chut Neh), which areaong the Thanbyuzayat
- Three Pagodas Pass road, and Kaneh Kamaw, and Beh HlaMu (a.k.a. Ker),
whicharenorth of Yenear the Ye- Thanbyuzayat road. At least onevillagehasbeen
ordered to moveto Three Pagodas Passvillage at the Thai border.

Thetroopsgeneraly order thevillagersat gunpoint to movewithin 3to 6 days, and
in some cases stay inthevillageto watch the villagers dismantle their housesto
ensurethat they movetothedesignated Site. Onceat therelocation Sites, thevillagers
get nofood or help from SLORC/SPDC, but they till haveto givefood and money
tothetroops. They arenot allowed towork freely intheir fields. They areonly
alowedtoleavethered ocation steinthemorning and must return by evening, which
makesitimpossibleto get any work doneif fieldsarelocated any distance away.
They arenot dlowedto deep at their field huts, and evenwhileworkingintheir fields
with valid movement passes somevillagers have been arrested, beaten, or taken as
porters. All of thisishappening during therainy season, whichisthecrucial rice-
growing season. The SLORC/SPDC restrictionshave prevented most villagersfrom
growing acrop sufficient to feed their familiesfor the next year. Heavy rainshave
worsened the situation so that many crops have been damaged or wiped out. Since
villagers cannot expect support from SLORC/SPDC, when their ricerunsout they
will starveor beforcedtoflee.

Villagersreport that even villagesthat havenot been ordered to movearedisintegrating
because so many people have fled fearing torture and other abuses. People
particularly want to avoid repeated demandsfor guns, and the detention, beatings,
andtortureassociated withthis. Onevillager interviewed inthisreport fled hisvillage
after witnessng many of thevillagersbeing severely beaten, only tofindhimsdfina
new villagewhere hewas used every day for forced |abor building fencesaround an
Army camp. Hedecided toreturnto hishomevillage, wherethey werejust receiving
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orderstorelocate. Hefinaly risked fleeing the areaaltogether. Many villagersin
Dooplayaarefacing thissamesituation. However, Thai authoritiesare currently
denying new refugeesasylum stating that refugees must go back home because* there
isnomorefighting”. However, thereispresently no possibility of refugeesreturning
to DooplayaDidtrict. Giventhat conditionsare unsafe, residence suffer numerous
indignities, and that current SLORC/SPDC activitiesintheregion areonly likely to
increase, Thailand can expect asteady flow of refugeesfrom Burmafor theforeseesble
future. (Source: KHRG)

5.3.  Relocation in Karenni State

In 1996, a massive relocation in Karenni State took place. Asmany as 75,000
people have been affected by SL ORC/SPDC’smassrelocation ordersin Karenni
Statewherethelocal populationisbetween 200,000 and 300,000. Theonly areas
that remain unaffected by therelocation ordersarein southern and central Karenni,
wherethe Karen Nationalities Peopl€e' sLiberation Front (KNPLF) operates. The
KNPLF signed acease-fireagreement with SLORC/SPDC in 1994 that till holds.
Inother aress, civilianswere ordered to moveto variousrel ocation Stes. Theprimary
intention of thismassrel ocationwasto cut off al possibility of civilian support for the
Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP). SLORC/SPDC broke acease-fire
agreement withthe KNPPin June 1995.

Some villagerswere marched at gunpoint to rel ocation siteswithout warning but
most wereissued written ordersto movewithin just seven daysor be* considered
enemies’, in other words, shot on sight without question. Thousandsof villagers
went to the rel ocation sitesas ordered, others, particularly thosefar from SLORC/
SPDC bases, fled into theforests surrounding their villages. Over 3,000 escaped to
Karenni refugee campsin Thailand after several difficult and dangerous days,
sometimesweeks, of walking during the 1996-97 rainy season.

Sincerelocations, SLORC/SPDC hasstill not allowed peopletoresettlein their
homevillagesor provided them any assistance. The situation throughout Karenni
Stategrowsincreasingly critical. Witnessesstatethat never beforein history hasthe
Stuation been soterriblein Karenni Stateasitisnow. Even peoplefromvillagesand
townswho havenot been ordered to movearefacing severeredtrictions. For example,
in Shadaw, the villagers have been forced to build afence around the entire town.
Every townisnow surrounded by checkpoints, many modesof transport have been
cut and peopleare not alowed to go anywherewithout military permission.

The SLORC/SPDC providesnothing whatsoever at therel ocation Sites, and villagers
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wereonly ableto bring very littlefood with themwhen they arrived at therel ocation
sites. On arrival at most of the relocation sites, the villagerswere to hand over
whatever ricethey had tothe SLORC/SPDC. Ricewasthen rationed out to them
atvaryingrates. For example, at Maw Chee, thevillagersreceived eight milk-tines
per person per week (only 1/2 theamount required to feed theaverage adult). Even
at thisrate of distribution, therice only lasted thefirst 1-2 months. In June 1996 at
Shadaw and Y wathit rel ocation sites, SL ORC/SPDC allowed many villagersone
last chanceto returnto their villagesfor seven to ten daysto collect food. Many
villagersused thisopportunity to escapeinto theforest. Then about one month after
the June 1996 deadlinefor relocation, SL ORC/SPDC troopslaunched an operation
totour thevillages, burning and destroying all that remained of them. A similar
operation was mounted againin January 1997. Somevillagesweretotally burned
down. For example, of the 98 villages between the Pon and Salween riversthat
wereordered to movein 1996, sourcesreported that Sixty to seventy werecompletely
burned. In other villagesthetroops destroyed the best houses and rice barnsand
killed thevillagers' livestock and cattle. Some villageswere not destroyed but
landmineswerelaid. In Baw Ghu Der Township, stepping onthesemineslater killed
somevillagers, both men and women.

At NwalaBo camp, SLORC/SPDC officia s ordered each relocated family to
grow three acres of beans, then harvest them and gather them in the camp to be
distributed among thevillagers. However, assoon asall the beanswere gathered,
themilitary loaded them onto trucksand took them away. At someof the camps, the
Catholic Churchtried to help thevillagerswith rice, medicines, blankets, etc. In
amost every case, the SL ORC/SPDC has confiscated or blocked al aid, demanding
that riceand suppliesbe handed over tothemfor distribution. Of course, thematerids
never reach their intended destination.

When peoplefirst arrivein therelocation sites, nothing is prepared for them. They
arethe oneswho must clear the areadesignated by the SLORC/SPDC in order to
build houses. 1n Shadaw, after the villagers had finished clearing the site, troops
decided that the areawoul d be better used growing beansfor thearmy, and ordered
the peopleto clear and settle another place altogether.

Thousandsof Karenni villagersarenow living at SPDC-designated relocation sites
including Shadaw, Y wathit, Daw TamaGyi, Baw LaKeh, Daw Tama, TeePoKloh,
Kay Lia, Mar Kraw She, Maw Chee, Phasaung, and NwalL aBo, in Karenni State.

In most of therelocation sitesin Karenni State, many peopleare dying of diseases.
Thewater supply istotally inadequate and usually contaminated. Inlate 1996 and
early 1997, every day asmany asthreeto four die, mostly children, mainly from
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malaria, dysentery and respiratory diseases. Thesiteshavenoclinics. Evenwhere
thereare clinics, no medicinesare available and people are prevented from going
and buying them. InJune 1997, 28 victimsof forced relocation diedinthe PaL.ong
relocation campin Loikaw Township, Karenni State, from dysentery. Itisbelieved
that theilInesswastransmitted from the Shadaw rel ocation camp wherean unknown
number of peopledied from the sameillness. (Source: KNPP)

In most sitesthe SLORC/SPDC troops order the peopleto work for them. They
haveto cut bamboo and wooden poststo build barracks and fences. 1n Shadaw,
Daw TamaGyi and Tee Po Kloh sites, people areforced to do road construction
work. They area soforced to build fencesaround some of therelocation camps, to
digtrenches, and to do labor assentries. Thesitesare concentration camps. People
are likeinmates and must get a pass at the sentry post in order to go in and out.
Landmines have been laid around the camps. Military defenses are especially
prevalent at Shadaw, Maw Chee and Y wathit sites, where SLORC/SPDC fears
retaiation by theKNPP. SLORC/SPDC havebuilt military postsingdethere ocation
sitesand have arrested peopl e staying there under suspicion of having had contact
with opposition groups. (Source: KNPP)

5.4,  Forced Relocation in Tenasserim Division

5.4.1. Yadana Gas Pipeline Project

The YadanaPipeline Project isajoint-ventureinvolving TOTAL, aParis, France-
based Oil Company. Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), isacompany
wholly owned and operated by SLORC/SPDC and UNOCAL Corporation, a
Cdifornia, USA-based Oil Company. Thepipelineproject involvesthedeve opment
and production of natura gasfromthe Yadananaturd gasfield|located inthe Andaman
Seaq, gpproximately 43-milessouth of theBurmese shore. Thepipdineistorunfrom
the Yadanafieldtothe Thai border. Thejoint venture project specificaly includesa
251-mile pipeline offshore of the Union of Burmaand a39-mileonshore pipeline
acrossBurma. Hundredsof thousands of villagershave been affected by thepipdine
project by being relocated either to work directly on the project or on other
infrastructure projectswhich will support the pipeline project including new roads
andarailway line. SLORC/SPDC'sLIB. 273, based in Kanbauk villageisresponsible
for generd pipeline security aswell assecurity for the base campitself.

Since congtruction began, many villagesin theregion have beenrelocated in order to
continuelaying pipdineinto Thailand. InFebruary 1997, SLORC/SPDCLIB. 273
relocatedfivevillagesin Kywe ThoneNyimavillagetract, Yebyu Township, Tenasserim
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Division, including Mae Taw, ChaBone, Chaung Phyar, Mae Yaung, and Mae Than
Taung villages. Thesevillagesliejust ten tofifteen kilometersnorth of the Yadana
GasPipeline. (Source: ABSDF)

5.4.2.Forced Relocation Between the Tavoy - Mergui-
Kathaung Road and the Tenasserim River

Between September 1996 and January 1997, dmost every village between the Tavoy-
M ergui-Kawthaung road in the west and the Tenasserim River in the east, from
Palauk in the north to Tenasserim town in the south has been ordered to rel ocate on
oneor moreoccasions. Theareameasuresabout 120 km north to south and 30 km
east towest. Atleast 35t040 villages, ranging in sizefrom 20 to 150 households
each, have been affected by the SLORC/SPDC relocation orders. The affected
areaisamogt entirely popul ated by Karen people, dotted with some Burman villages
along the coastal reachesof mainrivers. Themgjority of thevillagesordered to
relocate are Karen, however, several Burman villages have been ordered to move
into the center of their village, rather thanto the outskirts. Villagersare generally
given between 24 hoursand afew daysto move. They are ordered to destroy their
own homesby removing thefloor, walls, androof. If evenonepersonfailstofollow
theseorders, SLORC/SPDC soldiersburn downtheentirevillage. Severd villages
havea ready been completely or partialy burned, including Pyi Cha, May Way, Wah
Tho, KuThe, WaThu Lo, KaWeh, Wah Lo, Noh Aw, and TaPo Kee. Thetroops
have even been known to burn down previoudy SL ORC/SPDC-run schools.

Villagers have been ordered to move along the roadside of the Tavoy-Mergui-
Kawthaung road and the Boke-K apYaw-Kyay Nan Ding road or to Burman villages
onthelower Tenasserim River. SLORC/SPDC doesnot compensatetherelocated
villagersfor their losses. They do not receiveland, building materias, or any other
assistance.

5.4.3. Other relocations in Tenasserim Division

The SLORC/SPDC offensiveagainst theKareninthe Mergui- Tavoy District began
inFebruary 1997. Thousandsof villagersfled their homesfor safety onthe Thai-
Burmaborder. However, somevillagerschosenot to leavetheir homes. Asaresult,
thefollowingfour villagesremain: 1) Seik Ku, 2) Hsar Mu Taw, 3) Kyauk Twin, and
4) Par Thar Yay Bu. Sincethe offensive began, SLORC/SPDC continuesto order
these villagesto provide able bodied men and women to be used as porters and
forced labor. In September 1997, the SLORC/SPDC sent forced rel ocation orders
for al remaining villagersinthefour villagesto moveto Thaung Thone Lonevillage.
(Source: KNU)
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An order of relocation wasissued by Lt. Col. Win Htein, commander of 1B.25
based in Tavoy, Tenasserim Division, on December 21, 1997. See Phyone, Myee
Kanbaw, Kami, Nyaungdon, Hnin Payoke, Kyethaein, and Thabyu Chaung,
Pyinthadaw villageslocated on the east S de of Gamong stream inthe Myee Kanbaw
village track were ordered to move to the west side of Gamong stream. The
commander called onthevillage SPDC leaders and issued an order of relocation.
Hewarned thevillagersto cooperatewith themilitary and informthe activitiesof the
KNU intheregion, otherwise, thevillagerswoul d face another relocation order. An
order wasissued after the continued fighting between the SPDC troops and the
KNU intheregion.

Sinceearly January 1997, SL ORC/SPDC troops haveincreased their patrolsinto
therel ocation areasto hunt out and execute villagersin hiding, re-issue ordersto
move, and burn villageswhich have not cooperated. Battalionsinvolved include
Infantry Battalions 280, 101, 17, 103, 19 and 433. The overall operation seemsto
beamed at clearing out theentirecivilian popul ation between the coastal plainsand
the Tenasserim River 50 kmto theeast, using newly displaced peopleto build military
roadsinto these areas so SPDC can set up Army poststhroughout theregion. This
makesit moredifficult for Karen soldiersto operateinthearea, and providesSPDC
with positionsthat they can useasaspringboard for attackson the southern Tenasserim
River valey inthefuture. Accordingto villagersdoingthelabor, theSPDCisina
great hurry tofinish theseroads. Thosedtill hidinginthe areasay that oncetheroads
come, they will havetoflee. Over 1,000 havedready fled thevillagesand rel ocation
sitesto reach areasa ong the Tenasserim River to the east, which are under Karen
National Union control. Many have scattered among existing villages and depend
upon the charity of villagerswho live along theriver. Very few have madeit to
Thailand, but sincethere are no refugee campsfor them in this part of Thailand
anyway, they arelikely to end up on construction sites, doing bonded labor or
sweatshop labor. (Source: KHRG)

5.5.  Relocation in Shan State

Forced rd ocation in Shan Stateisnot new. All kindsof human rightsabusesincluding
massiveforced rel ocationswere committed by the Burmese Army under the pretext
of driving away the ChineseNationaist KMT in 1950. Thestuationworsened after
themilitary seized power in 1960 asresistanceforces sprang up dl over Shan State.
Intheir attemptsto crush theforcesof the opposition, the BSPP Army devised its
strategy of “Four Cuts’, aimed at cutting thefood, funds, intelligence and recruits
local civilianshad been providing theresstancearmies. Theseofteninvolvedforcing
whole village tracts to move to strategic sites which could be closely guarded.
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Throughout the past thirty years, large areas of Shan State have been repeatedly
disruptedinthisway. However, themassiveforced re ocationsbegun by the SL ORC/
SPDC incentral Shan Statein 1996 and 1997 wastotally unprecedented in scale.

Inearly January 1996, the Shan Mong Tai Army (MTA) led by Khun Sasurrendered
tothe SLORC/SPDC miilitary regime. However, large numbersof ex-MTA troops
refused to surrender, and instead began moving north from theformer MTA areas
along the Thai-Burmaborder to join the other Shan resistance groups, the Shan
State Army and the Shan State National Army, who had cease-fire agreementswith
SLORC/SPDC. Theseex-MTA soldiersregrouped themselvesinto anew army
(the Shan United Revolutionary Army -SURA). By late January 1996, these
breakaway Shan troops had crossed to the north of the Salween River, and began
heading further northtotheareaof Larng Kher. SLORC/SPDC attempted to block
their passage. By February SURA troops had penetrated central Shan State, and
began operating asaguerrillaforcethere. The SLORC/SPDC responded with
drastic measuresin early March, embarking upon asystematic programto rel ocate
all villagesin suspected rebel areasto townsor sites along main roads and near
SLORC/SPDC army bases. SLORC/SPDC’saim wasto prevent the villagers
from providing any support to the rebels and thereby force the Shan soldiersto
surrender.

Beginningin March, 1996, the SL ORC/SPDC troopsordered village after villagein
eight townships— Larng Kher, Murng Nai, Nam Zarng, Lai Kha, Murng Kerng,
Kun Hing, Kee See and Murng Su — to move, turning once thriving farming
communitiesinto depopulated “free-fire” zones. Altogether 21,993 householdsin
605 villagesof eight townshipswereforcibly relocated during 1996. Withanaverage
household containing at | east five people, it was estimated that well over 100,000
people were affected by theseforced relocationsin 1996. Theareafrom which
peoplewererel ocated covered approximately 5,000 square miles.

Most of thevillagersaretoo afraid to disobey relocation ordersand moveto the
relocation sites. Unlessthey haverelativesintheareathey can stay with, they must
build their own huts, sometimes sharing themwith other displaced families. Inmost
cases, theland closeto therel ocation sitesistoo arid to plant, or isaready claimed
by other villagerslivinginthearea. Peoplesurviveby sdlling their possessionsand
finding work as day laborers for acheap wage. Many of the children are seen
begging onthestreet.

Some peopledecideto hidenear their villagesin thejungle. Thosewho choosethe
jungledo so becausethey areether afraid they aretoo poor to surviveintherelocation
Sites, or, particularly with aging people, they smply feel tooinsecuretoleavetheir
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homes. Thus, they stay closetotheir farms, secretly plantingtheir old fields, or rely
on stores of rice hidden nearby. Becausethey cannot stay intheir old villages, they
construct makeshift hutsamong clumpsof trees, or in thick bush, wherethey arenot
eeslyvishle.

Otherswho decideto seek food and shelter e sawhere because of both thedifficulties
of surviving intherelocation sitesand their fear of SLORC/SPDC troops, moveto
other partsof Shan State. Sometimesthey haverelativesthere or believethey can
findwork. However, most seek refugein Thailand. Someof therel ocated villagers
travel straight to Thailand after receiving rel ocation orderswithout ever going to
relocation sites. Othershave cometo Thailand desperate after trying to survive as
long asayear or morein hiding near their villagesor inarelocation site.

5.5.1. 1997 Relocation in Shan State

InMarch 1997, SL ORC/SPDC began rel ocating previoudy untouched villagesin
seven out of eight townshipsaready affected by the 1996 relocations. They also
moved preexisting rel ocation sites closer to towns, to bring villagersunder further
control. Theonly exceptionwasMurng Su Township. Relocationswerenot continued
after 1996 because SURA troopswere not operating there.

In May 1997, the SURA began operating further south-east, so the relocation
program spread south-east to thetownship of Murng Pan. Thenin December 1997,
rel ocations began to the east of the Salween to Murng Paeng, and from January-
February 1998, the areaof relocation spread to western townshipsof Loi Lemand
HoPong. The SPDC till doesnot providefor relocated villagers, and continuesto
usethem for forced labor. SPDC usesthem as portersfor road-construction, and
forcesthem to work on nearby army camps building barracks and fences. From
these areasin Shan State, 33,964 households from 873 villages were rel ocated
during 1997. With each household contai ning an average of five people, thismeans
that some 169,820 people were affected by forced labor in 1997. The affected
areasnow total approximately 7,000 square miles.

5.5.2. Forced Relocation in Kunhing

IN1996, rel ocation beganinMarch, with villagesbetween theNam Pang and Salween
Riversand south of the Kunhing -Murng Paeng road. Villagerswere orderedto
moveto threemainrelocation sites. InMay, most of thevillages south of Kunhing
and west of the Nam Pang were ordered to moveinto four main sites.

Between March and May 1997, SL ORC/SPDC began clearing the area south of
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Kunhing. All of therel ocation sitesfrom 1996, aswell asremaining villagesthat had
not been relocated in 1996, were ordered to move north to the town of Kunhing, or
just east of thetown, on the Kunhing - Murng Paeng road.

Villagersin the Keng Kham areawere ordered to move by May 9, 1997. They
weregiventhreedaysto do so. SLORC/SPDC used someof thevillagersasporters
duringthemove.

5.5.2.1. Conditions in Relocation Sites

IN 1996, at therel ocation sitesof Wan Lao and Sai Khao, south of Kunhing, villagers
werealowedtoreturnfor fivedaysat atimeto farmtheir fields. Following the
March 1997 rel ocationsto Kunhing, villagersweredtrictly forbiddentotravel farther
thanthreemilesfromtheir sites. However, during therice-planting season beginning
inAugust 1997, somefarmersinareascloser to Kunhing were allowed to return to
their fieldsfor seven daysat atimeto plant and then harvestrice. Afraidthey would
be shot anyway, farmersreportedly harvested in haste, smply cutting the paddy and
puttingitinbags, not leavingitinthefieldstothresh.

During 1997, villagersrel ocated around K unhing wereforced to cut thousands of
pieces of bamboo, weave roofing, cut hardwood for posts and build bases for
SLORC/SPDC troopsat Kunhing and Kali. They also had to build fencesaround
the bases, and man check-pointsalong the main road.

5.5.3. Relocation in Murng Pan

In 1996, rel ocation began in mid-March inthetract of Nong Hee, carried out by
troopsfrom SLORC/SPDC LIB. 247. They moved villagesfrom Nam Zarng and
Murng Nai. Most of the villages north of the Nam Zarng - Kunhing road were
forced down to sitesalong the road, or to sites near the army base at Ton Hoong

Long.

InApril 1996, SLORC/SPDC IB. 55 of Murng Pan, ordered villagersin Loi Lat
tract southeast of Nam Zarng to moveto Wan Nong Koong Mong. Villagerswere
given between 3-5 daysto move.

INn 1997, beginning in March, al therelocation sitesnorth of themain Nam Zarng -
Kunhing road were moved to existing sitesaong theroad, suchasKho Lam and Hai
Neng. Therelocation site of Wan Nong K oong Mong wasitself relocated to Nam
Zang.
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5.5.3.1. Conditions in the Relocation Sites

In 1996, SL ORC/SPDC provided nothing for thoseliving intherel ocation sites. In
theKho Lam gite, it wasreported that as many as40 peoplehad died of ilInessinthe
first month of relocation. Most of thetime, villagerswereforbiddentoreturntotheir
fields. Villagersin Ton Hoong rel ocation sitewereforced to work for the SLORC/
SPDC soldiersat the nearby army basesbuilding barracks. At Kho Lam they were
forced to clear forestsand grow beansfor thetroopsof LIB. 510 stationed nearby.

In 1997, villagersrel ocated to Kho Lam cleared the sides of roads, dug ditches,
fetched water, and gathered firewood for troopsat the nearby army base. Although
permissionwasgranted for villagersfrom nearby villagestoreturntofarmtheir fields,
thefact that even those with permission were shot on sight meant that few dared to

farmopenly.
5.5.4. Forced Relocation in Laikha

Relocation beganin Laikhain March 1996. During 1996, 80 villageswere moved
to six mainrelocation sites, mostly along the Laikha- Murng Nawng road.

InMarch 1997, the SL ORC/SPDC began rel oceting villagersstayingintherel ocation
sitesof Tard Mork (northeast of Laikha) down to relocation sitesalong the main
Laikha- Murng Nawng road. On April 4, SLORC/SPDC troopsfired shellsinto
TardMork rel ocation Ste, killing three peopleand injuring another three. Thevillagers
werethen ordered to moveagain by April 8. On April 10, large sections of Tard
Mork relocation site were burned down with some peoplebeing burned aive.

OnJune 27,1997, SL ORC/SPDC began ordering villagersintherelocation sites
alongthe Laikha- Murng Nawng road to moveto thetown of Laikhaitself. By July
3, dl thevillagersfrom therel ocation site of Wan Thi had been moved to asite east
of Laikha, andonJuly 7, dl thevillagersfrom Wan Sarng and Zalal Khum relocation
siteswereordered to moveto the samesite.

By mid-July, al of the approximately 180 villagesin the areaeast and northeast of
thetown, totaling about 40,000 peopl e, had either been movedinto thetown or into
thesite of Parng Phone, wherethereisalargemilitary base.

55.4.1. Conditions in the Relocation Sites

Following the massre-relocation to Laikhain July 1997, eyewitnessesreported
scenesof social chaos. Countless peoplewere begging in the streets, camping in
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temples, and under trees by theroadsides.

SLORC/SPDC asoforced those who were being rel ocated towork. Villagershad
to stand guard at quarter-mileintervalsalong the Laikha- Murng Nawng road and
watch for Shan soldiers. At each point, two people guarded together for aweek at
atime, both day and night.

After being relocated to Laikha, villagerswho had fields closeto the main Laikha
Murng Nawng road were charged 180 kyatsin return for written permission to
work their fields.

5.5.5. Forced Relocation in Kee See

In 1996, relocation in Kee Seewas carried out between March and July. Written
rel ocation orderswere sent to villages, ingtructing that they movewithin five days.
Villagesto the northeast of K ee See wererel ocated down to the Kee See- Murng
Suroad. Villagesto the south of Kee Seewererel ocated to sitescloseto thetown
or also along the Kee See-Murng Nawng road. Villagersaround Murng Nawng
wererelocated to Murng Nawng itself or to sitesalong the Murng Nawng-Laikha
road aswell asthe Murng Nawng - Kunhing road.

InMarch 1997, Wan Zing rel ocation siteto the south of Murng Nawng was ordered
to moveto Lakha, and many of the housesin the sitewere burned down. InMay,
Parng Peng rel ocation sitewasmoved to L aikhabefore being burned down. Other
relocation sitesaround Murng Nawng, namely Nam Mong, Wiang Kao and Nong
Aye, werea sorelocated to thetown of Murng NawnginMay 1997.

5.55.1. Conditions in the Relocation Sites

In 1996, therewerereports of villagersrel ocated to sitesaround Murng Nawng
having to beg for food becausethey could not findwork. Villagersintherelocation
sitein Murng Nang wereforced to work for the nearby army camp. InWang Zing
relocation site, al thericewas confiscated from thevillagersby the SLORC/SPDC
and rationed out at therate of two condensed milk cansper person.

In 1997, thoserel ocated to existing rel ocation sites, such asvillagersfrom Wan Zing
who werere ocated to thesite of Parng Nim near Kho Lam, found it moredifficult to
survivedueto the scarcity of land and food.

According to an order issued by SPDC commander of L1B. 242 on December 1,
1997, villagersrel ocated to Murng Nawng were not allowed to travel to farm their
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fieldsfarther than within aradiusthree milesfrom thetown. If they wantedto go
farther they had to ask for apassthat was good for just seven days, and could only
take enough food for that period. Villagersrelocated to Kee See were also not
permitted beyond three miles of thetown. SPDC troopsin theareaof Wan Khem
deiberately destroyed field fences so that stray animalscould enter and tramplethe
villagers remaining crops.

Since December 1997, villagersrel ocated to Murng Nawng have been forced to
splitrocksinthejungleinfivedays shiftstobuildawall aroundthemilitary base, as
well asdigtrenches. They aso must guard the motor roadsintheareaat half-mile
intervals, two peopleat each spot for fivedaysat atime.

5.5.6. Forced Relocation in Murng Kerng

InApril 1996, villagesto theeast of Nam Teng River wererel ocated by the SLORC/
SPDC to sitesalong the main road north of Murng Kerng. Following the surrender
of some SSNA troopsin September 1996, somevillagerswere alowed to return
home. However, in mid-November, when resistance activities by the SURA
continued, the SLORC/SPDC once again ordered villagersto returnto rel ocation
gtes.

In 1997, starting in April, SLORC/SPDC began ordering all the villages east of
Murng Kerng that had not been relocated in 1996 to moveto sitesto the north and
south of town. Severa villagesin Yang Loi tract several mileseast of thetownwere
burned to theground. SLORC/SPDC troopsalso spread straw over thevillagers
fieldsthat were closeto town and burned their rice seedlings. Villagetractstothe
very north of thetownship werea so relocated in Juneto thetown of Bang Kay Too
onthemainroad.

OnMay 23, 1997, SLORC/SPDC troopsof L1B.514 from Murng Kerng forced
the peopleof severa villagetractssuch asWan Yab, Ton Pek, H Nar, Loi Yang, Nar
Taed, Tong Zu, Ham Ngai and Ho Khai to moveto Murng Kerngtown. Peoplein
Wan Phen and Nar Phen & so had to move to Kaesee town.

OnJunel, 1997, Captain Naw Win, head of Murng Kerng Township LORC, issued
awritten order forcing al the peopleintherural areas of Murng Kerng to moveto
themotor roads of thetownship. No onewas permitted to cultivate hisor her farms
or fields. Therelocation had to be completed within eight days beginning June 1,
1997. Any villagesor housesthat failed to movewere burned down.

Followingincreased fighting between Shan and SL ORC/SPDC troopsin November
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1997, and the defection of large numbersof local Shan militiato the Shan resistance,
tractsto thewest of Murng Kerng were a so rel ocated to the town.

5.5.6.1. Conditions in the Relocation Sites

In 1996, villagersrel ocated to Sitesalong the main road north of Murng Kerngwere
forced to build theroad asthey went. It wasforbidden to transport rice along the
road north of Murng Kerng. No onewasallowed to purchase morethan one Pyi of
riceat atime, to prevent them from supplying the Shan resistance.

Since 1997, villagersrel ocated a ong the road north and south of Murng Kerng have
been forbidden to go back to their fieldsif they arelocated outside of afivemiles
radiusfromthetown.

5.5.7. Forced Relocation in Murngnai

InMarch 1996, soldiersfrom SLORC/SPDC 1B.247 and |B.516 ordered villages
intheareaof Keng Tong (in the east of the township) to moveto severa relocation
stesnear military bases. Villageseast of the Nam Teng river were ordered to move
to threemain sites; Wan Nong Koong Mong, NaKanand NaLoi.

Inearly 1997, therelocation sitesof NaL oi, east of Murng Nai, and all thevillages
inthearea, wereforced to moveto thetown of Murng Nai. InJune, relocation sites
around Keng Tong werea so consolidated into two main sites. Villagersweregiven
fivedaystomove. InJuly 1997, the site of Wan Nong K oong Mong wasmoved to
MurngNal.

OnJuly 28, 1997, Mgor Khin Than Ayeof 1B.64 ordered the leader of Mai Hai
village tract, Shan State, to move all the villages, altogether 416 household, to
Murngnai, Shan State. The movement wasto be completed on July 31, 1997. On
August 1, 1997, Mg or Khin Than Aye ordered Captain Maung Hlaand 50 troops
totake 30 laborersto go and finish dismantling the housesin Mai Hai villagetract.
Thetroops carried away thetimber and corrugated iron sheetsfrom the dismantled
houseswith 15 trucksto the base of IB.64. Later the materialsweretakento be
soldinNamzarng and Taunggyi.

5.5.7.1. Conditions in Relocation Sites

In 1996, ricewastaken from thevillagersin Keng Tong rel ocation siteand rationed
back inportionsto last fivedaysat atime. In 1997, ricewasa so confiscated from
therelocated villagersinthe Keng Tong areaand given back at therate of two tines
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per day.
5.5.8. Forced relocationsin Larng Kher

In 1996, rel ocation beganin March, and was carried out by SLORC/SPDCIB. 99
stationed at Larng Kher and IB. 55from Murng Ban. Villagerswere given between
three and six daysto the site of Nong L ong, north-east of Larng Kher. SLORC/
SPDC threatened tokill thosethat did not comply.

In 1997, ten morevillagescloseto Larng Kher were ordered to moveto Nong Long
or Larng Kher itsdlf.

5.5.8.1. Conditions in the Relocation Sites

At therelocation site, abarren patch of wasteland, nothing hasbeen provided for
villagers. Villagersmust even build their own makeshift huts.

In 1996, villagersfromfieldsup to two and ahalf hours walk away wereallowed to
returnto farm themfor seven daysat atimewith written permission. Towardsthe
end of theyear as Shan resistance activity continued inthe area, permission was
denied.

During 1997, villagerswith fiel dsfarther than about three milesfrom therel ocation
sitewereforbidden to go and tend them.

During 1997 and early 1998, large numbersof villagersinthe Larng Kher area,
including those who were forcibly relocated, have been ordered to work on the
Larng Kher - Wan Hart road | eading south from thetown. To pavetheroad, villagers
must split rocks. About 2,500 peopl e are being forced to work thisroad each day.

5.5.9. Forced Relocation in Murng Su

Relocationswere conducted in May 1996 by SL ORC/SPDC troopsfrom Kunhing
and Murng Su. Therelocation program was not continued in 1997 because SURA
troopswereno longer operatinginthe area.

5.5.9.1. Conditions in the Relocation Sites

Therelocated villagersat Murng Zarng were allowed, if they asked and received
permission to do so, to return to work in their fieldsfor five daysaweek. One
condition that SLORC/SPDC imposed was that they had to regularly present
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themsdvestothemilitary authoritiesto havetheir nameschecked. Similarly, villagers
relocated to Murng Ord weredlowed to return to work their fieldsif they had apass
fromtheloca military camp.

5.5.10. Forced Relocation in Murng Pan

Therewasno forced relocationinthisareain 1997. However, when the SURA
began operating in Murng Pan, the SL ORC/SPDC responded by ordering outlying
villagesto relocate to the town and in along the main road. On May 26, 1997,
SLORC/SPDC ordered 47 villagesin Murngpan Township to movefromther villages.
Villagersweregiven 12 daysto move without being given specific placestoreside.
Thesoldierswho gavetheorderssaid that it wasto prevent villagersfrom offering
support to Shanresistancetroopsinthearea. Villagetractsthat were ordered to
moveinclude TaTag, Nar Law, and Nawng Yarng. Thisrelocation of 47 villages
affected over 2,000 houses, totaling at |east 10,000 peopleinthearea. OnJuly 8,
1997, agroup of unidentified rebel s attacked a police check-point at thewestern
gateof Murngpan. Asaresult, al thevillagersinthevillagetractsof Tong Zu, Huay
Zoi, Nar Wawn, Nam Maw Kung, Nawng Lur, Nawng Kwai, Woe La and Mark
Khur Zae, wereforced to moveto Murngpan, Shan State.

5.5.10.1. Conditions in the Relocation Sites

Nothing was provided for thevillagersintherel ocation areas. Sincerelocations
beganinMay 1997, villagers have not been alowed to travel outside of aradius of
threekilometersfrom Murng Panto cultivatetheir fields. Someof thevillagerswho
wererel ocated to the town ended up buying plots of land to thewest of town that
had been confiscated by thearmy earlier in 1996.

5.5.11. Forced Relocation in Murng Paeng

Many of thevillagesinthe Murng Bu Long areawererel ocated by the SLORC/
SPDCin1993-94, when therewasfighting between MTA andtheloca Lahumilitia
However, thevillageswerelater allowed toreturntothearea.

On December 22, 1997, following movement by Shantroopsinthearea, 24, villages,
both Lahu and Shan, were ordered to move again to Murng Pu Long and Murng
Leng. They weregiven only seven daysto do so. (Source: SHRF)

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU 213

5.6. Other Incidents of Forced Relocation

* Atthebeginning of 1997, the Coastal Region Military Command declared Pawa
villagetract, Mergui district asafreefire zoneand ordered itstroopsto shoot on
sght and kill anybody found livingthere. Peopleinthewholevillagetract hadto
leave their villages. (Source: MIS)

® OnJanuary 20, 1997, 150 SLORC troops|ed by Maor Aung Zaw Htun from
IB. 44 from Khun Hing in Shan State arrived at Wam Oi village and told the
villageheadman Loong Za Longthat dl villagersmust moveimmediately toHal
Pai villagetract onthesameday. Thevillagerswere accused of being supporters
of thearmed ethnic group. Thevillage headman requested to givethemthree
daysto move, but they were ordered to move within aday. All 57 houses
consisting of 297 people, had to moveto new place. Onthe next day, Major
Aung Zaw Htun sent histroopsto Wan Nam Qi villageto catch all thelivestock
left behind and burned down al the housesin thevillage. (Source: SH.A.N)

® On January 20, 1997, Some SLORC troops from the LIB. 406 came and

displaced some 100 Mon families living at Mae Taw in Yebyu township,
Tenasserim Division by burning down some housesand plundering, despitethe
cease-fire agreement between NM SPand SLORC (Source: MIS)

® OnFebruary 20,1997, LIB. 406 ordered Chabon, Taungkhon, Chaun Phya,
Danikyar, Mae Thantaung, Kyauktayan Deminzeik, atogether Sx villagesin Yebyu
township, Tenasserim Division, to vacate their villagesand rel ocate in strategic
hamlets by February 20, 1997. On thefollowing weeks many of the people
fromthesevillages started to leavefamily by family for rel ocating or fleeing to
refugee camps. (Source: MIS)

®  FromFebruary 11toJuly 31, 1997, 55 villages congisting of 1,926 familieswith

the population of 19,649 wereforced to relocatefrom their villagesin Thaton
district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)

® From February 11 to July 31, 1997, 57 villages of 2,761 houses with the

population of 14,374 wereforced to relocate from their villagesin Taungoo
district, Karen State. (Source: KIC)

® From February 11 to July 31, 1997, 227 familiesfrom threevillagesin Mone
township, Nyaunglaybin district, Karen Stateweredriven out fromtheir villages.
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(Source: KIC)

® |nFebruary 1997, Takutayaw, Kwee Phet Htaw and No Lawbavillagesin Pa-

andidtrict, Karen State were ordered to moveto Naw Devillage. Takutayaw
villagewasburnt to ashes. (Source: HRDU)

® |nFebruary, 1997, troopsfrom SLORC Infantry Divison 66 arrived at theseverd
Karenand Tavoyan villagesin Ban Chaung area, Thayet Chaung townshiponan
offensiveagainst the KNU forces. They forced villagesin Ban Chaung areato
relocatein strategic hamletsimmediately. (Source: MIS)

® |InFebruary 1997, fivevillagesin Kywe Thon Nyimavillagetract of Yebyu
township, Tenasserim Divisonwereforcedto moveby the SLORC. Thevillages,
M ae Taw, Chan Bone, Chaung Pya, Mae Yaung and Mae Than Taung liejust
10-15 km, north of the Yadanagas pipeline. (Source: KHRG)

® OnMarch9, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom IB. 64 ordered villagersfrom Wan

Nong Dee, Wan Thi villagecircle, Laikhatownship, to moveimmediately to
Laikha. (Source: SH.A.N)

® In March 1997, Htee Seekho, Naw Tekee, Bee Takut, Kaw Pa New Kho,
Khwee Shdll, Htee Baw Pd aw, L edah and othersvillagesin Paran ditrict, Karen
State were ordered to moveto the military basesin Thaung Zong. They were
givenonly threedaysfor relocation. Troop said after March, anyonefoundin
thevillageswould be shoot without further inquiry (Source: HRDU)

®  OnApril 16,1997, operation command commander of LIB.535and IB. 28in
Toungoo didrict, Karen Stateheld ameetingin Baw Gdi villageandtold villagers
of Peh Gaw Doe, Maw Koe Doe and Doeko villages to move to Baw Gali
villageby May 15. Heingtructed thevillagerstogivehimalist of Gaw Theh Doe
villagerswho have contact with resi stance, and threatened to burn down al the
villagesintheareaif any gunfirewasheard. (Source: KIC)

®  OnApril 17,1997, in Elintownship of Thaton digtrict, Karen State, the SLORC
troopsinstructed Waw Kee, Ler Kaler and Near Poekee villagesto moveto
Ta-ut-kee, and To-ter-kee and Htee-mor-keeto Galawta. SLORC LIB. 92
instructed Meh-nor-kee, Tort-poe-ta, Meh-wata, Paw-hgay-kee, Kaw-htee-
ta, Nort-keh and some other villagesto moveto Pa-let-no. Peoplefrom these
villageshad notimeto build their housesin new siteasthey wereforced to build
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many tiers of fencesfor the SLORC military camps. Houses, huts, orchard
farmsand fieldswere destroyed by burning, and the people were subjected to
arbitrary arrests, torture and forced labor. (Source: KIC)

OnApril 20, SLORC troopfromB. 64 led by Mg or Khine Than Aye, cameto
PalLai village, Nar Kharnvillagetract, Marngnai township, Shan State. They
arrested thevillage headman and raped hiswifeand daughter. After that, Mgor.
KhineThan Ayeordered thevillageheadmantotell hisvillagersto moveto Nar
Kharn onthenext day. (Source: SHRF)

OnApril 22,1997, the SLORC troopsforcibly moved villagersfrom Kaw Pote,

HePoe Doe, Kyo Ko Doe, Poe Mu Doe, Nor Oo Lo and some other villages
inPa-pun district, Karen Stateto Haw Hsay Doevillagearea. (Source: KIC)

In April 1997, seven villages of Wan Phar Wawng, Wan Nawng Kern, Wan
Zaai Loi, Wan Ho Nam, Wan Nawng Wo, Wan Kung Parng and WWan Nam
Maw Long, al in Laikhatownship, Shan State, wererel ocated and burned down
by SLORC troops. (Source: UN report)

InMay 1997, villagesin eastern, northern and western parts of Pa-pun district
were ordered to move as mentioned bel ow.

All villagesinMaeThucircleto MaeWaing village;

All villagesinMaeWaing circleto MaeWaing village,

All villagesin Maay Kyauk circle, and Kae-ko, Hsaw Meeta, Pwaypar, Pwa
Wehtaand Mae To Traw villagesto Maay Kyauk village;

All villagesinthewestern part of Mae Chotato Kwee Tamavillage;

All villagesin the eastern part of Mae Chotato Mae Chotavillage;
Villagesinthevicinity of Wawmuto Wawmu village;

All villagesin Lay-koi-ti circleto Lay-kor-ti village;

All villagesin Nat Kuttacircleto Nat K uttavillages,

Taw-men-ta, Po Lehand Po Kay villagesto Bler Bher village;
TeethaBluta, WaThoklaand HasLaw Tet villagesto Baw Thotavillage;
KaPeeKee, Nolar and someother villagesto No Paw Teevillage.

The SLORC troopsburned down all thevillages, ricebarnsand al other property of
thevillagers. (Source: KIC)

OnMay 5,1997, LIB. 547 forcibly moved villagesnear Meh Waing and Meh

Thuvillagesin Pa-pun digtrict, Karen State and banned thevillagersfrom going
out of thevillagelimits. Thenthetroopsburned the housesand thericebarns.
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(Source: KIC)

¢ During the month of June 1997, SL ORC troops under the Division 44 led by
Captain Aung Zaw Htun received an order from one of thetactical command
commanders Tin Htut in Taunggyi, to moveall thevillagersin Kaeng Tawng,
Murngnai township, Shan State, out of thearea. Peoplewereordered to bring
all riceand paddy in their possession to the military bases before they were
forced tomoveaway. OnJuly 7, 1997, Commander Tin Htut againissued an
order to call back all the people of Kaeng Tawng to return to their villages.
SLORC troopsrationed out the paddy which they had confiscated earlier, to the
villagerswho came back, at the rate of one basket per person for ten days. By
July 24, about 15 houses had returned to Kaeng Tawng. (Source: SHRF)

® Between June 27 to July 3, 1997, SLORC troopsof LI1B. 515, led by Mgjor
Than Htun, forced 17 villages consisted of 510 housesand over 2,550 peoplein
Wan Ti villagetract to moveto arel ocation site, east of Laikhatown, Shan State.
Five dayswere given for relocation, and houses and property of those who
failed to moveintimewereburned. (Source: SHRF)

*  FromJuly 8to 12,1997 LIB.515led by Mgor Than Htunforced elevenvillages

comprising 350 housesand 1,750 peoplein Wan Sarng villagetract to moveto
therelocation Site, east of Laikha. (Source: SHRF)

®  OnJduly 15,1997, Mgor Soe Win, commander of L1B. 706 ordered Ulovillage,
Kmulovillageand Mahlataw villagesin Mom township, Pegu Divisonto move
to Thabwaynyunt camp. Peoplehadtoleaveal their farmsand animalsbehind.
(Source: HRDU)

®  OnJduly 25,1997, aforceof combined troopsfrom SLORCLIB. 332and LIB.
502 cameand ordered the Lisaw villageof Nawng Tao, 15 mileseast of Murngpan
townin Shan State, to move, accusing thevillage of allegedly being shelter for
rebel troops. Villagerswere ordered to move within three days. Dueto the
heavy rain, they could not carry much of their property and animas. Many were
left by theend of threedays. After threedays, someLisaw villagerstriedtotake
some propertiesthat they had leftinthevillage. But the SL ORC troopsfound
out and arrested them, and raped fivegirlsinthevillage. (Source: SHRF)

® InJuly 1997, 70 housesfrom Seikku, 40 housesfrom Hsar Mu Taw, and 70

housesfrom Kalit Kyi, Tavoy township, Tenasserim Division were ordered to
moveto Taung ThoneLone, thento Mittavillage. (Source: KIC)
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® OnAugust 25,1997, SLORC troopsof LIB. 427 cameto ThaWavillagein
Karenni State and drove out thevillagers. Thesevillagershad been aready
forcedtoleavetheir villageon 18 August 1997 but cameback to their village at
that time. Thiswasasecond timethey wereforcedtoleavetheir village. The
villagershad to moveto Mae Kyar villagethistime. (Source: KNPP)

®* OnAugust 25, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 261 under the command of Lt-

Col. Khin Maung Htay burned down 25 housesincluding the church of HuMuu
KaLahvillage. (Source: KNPP)

®* OnAugust 26,1997, SLORC troopsof L1B. 102 under the command of Mg or

Win Htwe burned down the church of KwaK eevillage and 54 houses of Htee
Sar Beh Hteevillagein Karenni State. (Source: KNPP)

®  On September 22, 1997, Mgor Zaw Lin Htun from LIB. 356 called on the
villageheadmen at Wai Thali village, Kyar-ein-seik-kyi township, Karen State
andtoldthem that eleven Monvillagesand € even Karen villageshad to move by
October 15,1997. Hewarned anyonewould be punishedif they fail to comply
withtheorder. All thevillagerswereordered to relocate at Taung Pauk and Wai
Thali villages. Thenamesof thevillageswere Bo Kadaw, Wai Thali (west),
Kyattuwya, Baydari, Kayoke Hmaw, TantaPyet, Kyaukkya, Phakapo, Kyauk
Po, AyoeKalain, Kyunthee Khan, Shwe Pohut, Htee PaHtaw, Kyauk Taung,
ThraGon, Taung Kalay, Tawei Pauk, Chee Naung Chee, Shwe Maw Sakan,
Agar, YeLeand Htee Parlevillages. (Source: Alert)

® SLORC troops ordered Kawa, Kyon Wai, Paw Nan Mu, Don Plaung, Mae
Sakit, Htee Pho Wai, Kyunchaung, Keekhaine, Law Wah Phalo, Mae Sali,
Kyaukme, Yatheta, Htee Wah Doh and Thephyuchaung villagesin Kyar-ein-
seik-kyi township Karen State to relocate to Kyon Wai and Phaw Nan Nu
villagesby October 16, 1997. Villagerswerethreatened with deathiif they did
not obey theforced relocation order. (Source: ABSDF)

® Allthevillagesontheeast side of motor road in Yetownship, Mon Statewere

ordered to move by October 16, 1997. Taung Kalay, Kyauk Kywe, Payo
Kdo, TantaPyaand Htee Nesakee villageswere ordered to moveto Pyar Pyat
villagewhile Wah pathe, Thutaw, Thaw Kyaw, Wut Taya, Htee Taeand Chaung
Ngakwawere ordered to moveto Bae Lamu village. (Source: ABSDF)

* Inthefirst week of September 1997, Seik Pyone, Kalet Kee, Seik Ku and
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Samuhtaw villagesin Mittavillagetract, Tenasserim Division were ordered to
relocateto Mittavillageby thelB. 25. (Source: ABSDF)

® OnOctober 10, 1997, the SLORC LIB. 707 and 708, led by tactical operation
No. (2) commander Lt-Col. Thein Maung destroyed villages in Htantapin
township, Karen State. The effected villages were Bu-kee, Ho-kee, Kee
Dawkaw, Shooko, Thaythudai, Hatoe Pai and Tha Ayekee. Thetroopshburned
all the houses, churchesand barnsbelonging tothevillagers. They took away
chicken, pigs, buffaloes, cowsand shot at anybody on sight. They haveaso
carried out the same method of atrocitiesin Thantaung township. (Source: KIC)

(Also seeunder “ persona Accounts,” interviews 1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 20, 38, 44, 56, 56, 57, 59, 64, 77, 82 and 85)

5.7. Villages Ordered to Move in Karen State

Thisisapartial list of villages which were ordered to move to relocation sites,
accordingtovillagersintheareaand awritten SL ORC order document. Many of
thevillagesliged werenever formaly notified of any order tomove, and many included
inthewritten order never even received acopy of it. Many of thesevillagesalso
appear inthelist of burned villages because they were subsequently burned and
destroyed. Thislistisnot complete. Sourcesarelisted as. “ Order” = SLORC
written order included inthisreport; “ Int” = Interviewsincluded inthisreport; “ 1S’
= Independent source apart from KHRG; “FR” = KNU Field Report.

No. From To Source
Papun District

1. Baw Thay Hta Papun Order
2. MehWah Der May Ner Nweh Order
3. B’NawKleh May Ner Nweh Order
4. DwehlLo May Ner Nweh Order
5. Kler OoDer May Ner Nweh Order
6. Paw MuhDer May Ner Nweh Order
7. MehYehKee B'LuKee Order
8. MawHta Kaw Boke Order
9. KayHta Kaw Boke Order
10. lower Baw T'Keh Kee Kaw Boke Order
11. upper Baw T'Keh Kee Kaw Boke Order
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No. From To Source
12. Pway Hta Kaw Boke Order
13. lower Oo TuKloh Kaw Boke Order
14. upper Oo TuKloh Kaw Boke Order
15. Meh Taw Kee STahLay Order
16. KyoKo Deh STahLay Order
17. Lay AinZu STahLay Order
18. Baw Th'Kee STahLay Order
19. Saw Bweh Der STahLay Order
20. Kyaw MuPu Paw Hta Order
21. PaMoh Hta Paw Hta Order
22. Kyaw Mo Lay Ko Paw Hta Order
23. Kyaw Nyo Hta Paw Hta Order
24. Hteh Hta Paw Hta Order
25. Baw Kee Paw Hta Order
26. DuWah Po Kaw Paw Hta Order
27. T'Law Doh TohNyo Order
28. Paw Dee Der Toh Nyo Order
29. LawPLahLay TohNyo Order
30. Thay Ko Mu Der Toh Nyo Order
31. Kyaw Law Toh Nyoq Order
32. BpaTha Meh Paw Mu Hta Order
33. T'NyaKee Meh Paw Mu Hta Order
34. KanehLay Meh Paw Mu Hta Order
35. Kaneh Khoh MaMu Der Order
36. PaEeKaun M’ Taw Order
37. HsainTaMot M’ Taw Order
38. Wah ThoKlah M’ Taw Order
39. Pyi Ma M’ Taw Order
40. Myay TaPyay M’ Taw Order
41. ThaMuKyuLaw M’ Taw Order
42. ThaKoLaw M’ Taw Order
43. Noh PaDoh ThaKuLaw Order
44. Noh Law Su KuSitmiddieschool ~ Order
45. BoBaw Ko KuSitmiddieschool ~ Order
46. T'ReeBpeh Ko KuSitmiddleschool Order
47. KaLehHta NgaAinZu Order
48. Maw Lu NgaAinZu Order
49. TeeBaw KaHta NgaAinZu Order
50. Tee Gaw Hta Ner KuHta Order
51. Oo Reh Kee Ner KuHta Order
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No. From

52. KaWah Kee
53. MehKee

54. Ner Ku Kee
55. T'"Kaw Kyo
56. T'PaKo

57. Der Kee

58. Kyeh ReeKyo
59. ThehHta

60. TeeBaw Law
61. Naw Wih Hta
62. BoLeh

63. BoLehHta
64. Pah Kyat

Bilin River area

65. Meh ThuKee
66. Leh Wah Ko
67. AMehPoKee
68. Kyaw Day
69. Htoo Lay Ko
70. Wah Law

71. Noh Po Law
72. Wah ThoLaw
73. LahKyaw Pa
74. KlohKee

75. DohMehKee
76. DuBaw

77. ShweTee

78. Meh T'Koh
79. Meh S Hta
80. Meh Kaw Law
81. Meh GhaLaw
82. Ker Kaw Law
83. Ler Htoo Po
84. Lay Hta

85. Naw Po

86. Baw Wah Der
87. T'Kaw Hta

To

Ner Ku Hta
Ner Ku Hta
Ner Ku Hta
KyunBpin
KyunBpin
Kyauk Taung
Kyauk Taung
Kyauk Taung
Kyauk Taung
Kyauk Taung
KyaunYwa
KyaunYwa
KyaunYwa

Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way
Meh Way*
Meh Way*
Meh Way*
Meh Way*

Sour ce

Order
Order
Order
Order
Order
Order
Order
Order
Order
Order
Order
Order
Order

Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, IS
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, IS
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int, IS
Int, 1S
Int, 1S
Int

Int

Int

Int
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88. Maw Thay Tha Meh Way* Int
89. DtaBaw Kee Meh Way* Int
90. Ko Reh Kee Meh Way* Int
91. NyaMuKee Meh Way Int
92. Po Kwa Saw Kee Meh Way Int
93. TohBer Kee Meh Way Int
94. Baw Law Kee Meh Way Int
95. TohBaw Saw Kee ~ MehWay Int
96. Kaneh Der Meh Way IS
97. NohLay Meh Way IS
98. Wah KaDer Meh Way IS
99. Kay Mu Der Meh Way IS
100.Ner Kee Meh Way IS
Shwegyin township
101.Wah May Kyo ThanSeitMinLang** Int
102.Htee Muh Hta ThanSeitMinLang** Int
103.Deh Oo Po Than SetMinLang** Int
104.Saw Theh Kee Than SeitMinLang** Int
105.Bweh Si Kee ThanSeitMinLang** Int

*  first forced to moveto atemporary Army post at DtaBaw Kee, thenonto
Meh Way
** agtealong the Shwegyin - Kyauk Kyi motor road

Additionally:

All villagesin Baw Thay Htaareawere ordered to moveto Papun. (Independent
source)

All villagesin Kalaw Htaareawere ordered to moveto Kaaw Htaand Toh Pu (just
west of Papun; thereisan SPDC Army baseat Toh Thay Pu) (Independent source).
All villagesin KaDtaing Dteeareaof southern Papun Didtrict (KaDtaing Dteeison
the Yunzalin River south of Papun) were ordered to move to Ka Dtaing Dtee.
(Independent source)

Accordingto KNU Field Reports, al villagesintheMeh Way river valley areaare
supposed to beforced to Meh Way village; other villagesinthe Bilin River valley
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areaareto beforcedtorelocation sitesat Nah Ko Hta, Lay Kaw Tee, Ko Thwee
Hta, MehKyo, Mah Lay Ler, Kwih T’Ma, and Wah Mu; dl villagesinthe Baw Kyo
valley torelocation sitesat Baler Per, Baw Tho Hta, TeLaw Thu Hta, Noh Paw Tee,
and Baw KyoLeh; al villagesinthe Yunzain River valey torelocation sitesat Way
Mo, Way Sha, Ku Seik, Mat Taw, Meh Ku Hta, and Meh Mway Hta; and all
villagesinthe TheeRohvalley to relocation sitesat Paw Hta, Paw MuHta, and Meh
Bpa

A Child salvaging brick from a house after relocation in
Mandalay. (Photo by N. Dunlop)
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Villagers from several destroyed villagesin Karen Sate living in hiding in
the forest.

Karen villagers hiding in the free-fire zones in Tenasserim Division rather
than go to the relocation sites. (Photo by KHRG)
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Houses burned and destroyed in Wah Thu Lo villageas SLORC tried to force
the villagers to move to Ka Pyaw relocation site. (Photo by KHRG)

Afamily hiding in free-fire zone in Tenasserim Division after the relocation
order. (Photo by KHRG)
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Lahu women in front of their house which had been ordered to relocate in
Kunhing township, Shan Sate. (Photo by KNPP)

S_ORC relocation site near Baw La Keh. The sign read in Burmese, “ New
Nam Peh Section, Baw La Keh District” . (Photo by Karenni Source)
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FORCED RELOCATION IN SHAN STATE 1996-1998
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VILLAGESFOCIBLY RELOCATED IN
MURNG K ERNG TOWNSHI P (1996-1998)

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



236 HRDU

VILLAGESFORCIBLY RELOCATED IN
MURNG SU TOWNSHI P (1996)
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VILLAGESFORCIBLY RELOCATEDIN
MURNG PAENG TOWNSHI P (1997-1998)
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VILLAGESFORCIBLY RELOCATED INHO PONG
AND LOI LEM TOWNSHIPS(1998)
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ROUTESOF EXODUSTO THAILAND
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