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4, Forced Portering and Labor

4.1.Background

Forced labor isreportedly also taking placein all partsof Burma, including those
areaswhere acease-fire has been agreed upon. Forced portering and forced labor
aspracticedin Burmaarein contravention of international standardson forced |abor.
The 1930 Convention concerning forced labor (ILO Convention NO.29) requires
the suppression of the use of forced labor or compulsory labor indl itsforms. The
Convention definesforced or compulsory labor as* all work or servicewhichis
exacted from any person under the menace of any penalty and for which the said
person hasnot offered himself voluntarily”.

Burmahasbeen aparty to ILO Convention since 1955, but still continuesto use
forced labor. Since 1964, ILO Committee of Experts for the Application of
Conventions and Recommendations has addressed the practice of forced labor in
Burma. Followingthelodging of arepresentation by thenternationa Confederation
of Free Trade Unions, in January 1993, the IL O Governing Body had urged the
SLORC/SPDC, inNovember 1994, toensurethat therelevant legidation, in particular
the Village Act and the Towns Act, would be brought into linewith the Forced L abor
Convention, ashad aready been requested by the Committee of Experts, to ensure
that theforma reped of power toimpose compul sory labor befollowed upin practice
andto ensurethat thoseresorting to coercion in the recruitment of |abor be punished.
Atthelnternationd Labor Conferencein June 1996, the Committeeonthe Application
of Standards noted the persistent failure of Burmato implement the Convention and
25 worker-del egates|odged acomplaint against Burmaunder Article 26 of thelLO
Constitution. OnMarch 27, 1997, the I L O established a Commission of Inquiry
chaired by Sir William Douglas (Barbados), to investigate acomplaint brought by
workers' delegatestothe 1996 IL O Conference. Thecomplaint addressed SL ORC/
SPDC'’s continued and active use of forced labor in Burma and its apparent
unwillingnessto reped legidationalowing theuseof forced labor. Thecommisson's
mandateisto consider whether, and to what extent, the alleged violations exist or
existed and to make any recommendationsit deemsappropriate. The Commission
helditsfirst meeting in June 1997 to establishitsrules of procedure. In September
1996, following aninvestigation of theforced labor practicesin Burma, the European
Union Commission revoked benefitsunder the Generalized System Preferences.
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L awswhich permitted the use of forced labor were promul gated by the col onial
rulers. Todate, neither of thetwo most prominent forced labor lawshasbeen reped ed.
Following independencein 1948, successive Burmese governments have continued
thepracticeof forced labor, citing legal authority the*Village Act of 1908” and the
“TownsAct of 1907.” Thetwolaw requirethat |aborersbea) otherwisenot employed,
b) physically fit, and c)paid areasonable fixed wagethat isagreed upon beforehand.

4.2.Portering

Themost notoriousformisfront-line portering, whereby thearmy raidsvillagesand
townsfor portersto carry itssupply and ammunition for offensivesin the border
regions.

Giventhelack of good roads and other infrastructure throughout Burmaand the
ruggedness of much of theterrain, the Tatmadaw, very often movesitstroopsand
suppliesonfoot. Civilianforced labor isdwaysusedtodothis. Eveninmany cases
wheremulesor truckscould be used, SLORC/SPDC troopsarein the habit of using
civiliansbecauseit savestrouble and expense. Portersare conscripted inavariety
of ways depending on the circumstances. The best known formis‘operations
portering’, which occurswhenever SLORC/SPDC mountsamgjor military operation.
These operationsinvolve up to 20,000 troops at atime, and on averagetwo tofive
portersarerequired for each soldier in order to carry al therequired ammunition,
rations, heavy weaponry and other supplies. To capturethe required number of
civilians, SLORC/SPDC troops, police, local authoritiesand sometimeseventhe
fire department begin surrounding public places, such ascrowded markets, railway
stations and video cinemas, rounding up all able-bodied men and piling them on
trucksto betakento holding cellsinloca policeand Army jails, fromwherethey are
combined with other captured groups and sent on to frontline units. Local town
authoritiesswoop on housesin the middle of the night using any excuse, such asan
unpaid local tax or an unregistered houseguest, to arrest al the occupantsand send
them off asporters. Troopssurround rura villagesand storm themto capture anyone
whowill beableto carry aload. People are often sent to be portershalfway across
the country from wherethey were captured. Familiesof those captured are not
notifiedinany way. Local authoritiesare assigned anumeric quotaof how many
portersthey haveto round up, and intheir desperation to get the number they often
takewomen, small children and peopleasold as70. They oftentake2 or 3timesas
many peopl e asrequired, then make money by accepting bribesto releaseal those
they don’t need.

Onceat thefrontline, operations porters are assigned to unitsand given aload to
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carry over themountains. Thesoldiersgeneraly carry nothing except their personal
weapon and asmall personal kitbag, while each porter isforced to carry 30to 50
kilogram loadsin woven bamboo basketswhich rip theflesh off of their shoulders
and backs. They generdly haveonly theclothinginwhichthey werecaptured. They
aregivenlittle or nofood, often just one or two handful s of rice per day, and are
often forbidden to drink water en route because the soldierssay it will low them
down. They arenot paidinany way. They areoften sentinfront of thecolumnas
human minesweepersand used ashuman shields; in some casesthey areevenforced
to switch clothing with the soldiersin order to draw enemy fire. Inbattle, they are
forced to stay with the soldiers, and many arewounded or killed. Thosewho are
wounded or fall sick aregeneraly not treated but smply |eft behind. Medicinesare
reserved for thesoldiers. Whilecarryingloads, if portersare dow they areusually
kicked, prodded with bayonets or beaten to keep them moving, and if they collapse
and cannot continuethey areleft behind, often after being beaten unconscious. In
especidly sengitiveareas, they will beexecuted by cutting their throats, kicking them
down amountainside or tying them and throwing themin ariver in order to prevent
themfrom givinginformationif found by resstancegroups. Soldiersopenfireonany
porterstrying to escape, and if captured after escaping they aretortured or executed
infront of theothersasan example. They areusualy kept asportersfor theduration
of the operation, which can be three months or longer. Many escaped operations
porterstestify that by thetimethey escaped, half of the original portershad died.
Evenif theoperation ends, they arejust told they arefreeto go and given no assstance
to get home, evenif itishafway acrossthecountry. They generally have no money
for thetrip, and evenif they gothey facethe possibility of re-arrest along theway for
having no travel papers, so many end up asinternally displaced peoplefar from
home or asrefugees.

4.3. Other Military Forced Labor

Villagersmust also do what isknown as ' permanent portering’; their village must
provide acertain number of portersto each local Tatmadaw unit at al timesona
rotating basis. For example, if avillagehas50 householdsand islocated withinan
hour’swalk of three Army camps, they will haveto send about five portersto each
of these camps. These portersare not paid, must takeall their ownfood, and are
kept at thecamp for fiveto seven days, after which they must bereplaced by rotation.
Thisform of portering occursin both conflict and non-conflict areas. When not busy
carrying suppliesfor thetroops, thesevillagersare used for other camplabor. Troops
onthemoveor on patrol will also capturevillagersseen onthepath or intheir fields
and usethem as porters, evenif itisonly to carry their personal bags. Intowns,
being arrested and sent to beaporter isoften used asapunishment by loca authorities,
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whether for non-payment of atax, having an unregistered house guest, or smply
becausetheloca ward chief hasapersona grudgeagainst thecivilians.

Therearemany formsof military forced labour besidesportering, and al of these
formsareontheincrease as SLORC/SPDC expandsits Army and establishesnew
Army campsthroughout the country in both conflict and non-conflict areas. Many
townshipswhich used to have three Army Battalions now haveten or more, and
many Vvillageswhich used to bewithinwalking distance of onesmal Army camp now
haveto do forced labour at three or four campsat once. Whenever anew Battaion
movesinto an area, the nearby villagesareforced to collect and provide most of the
building materialsfor the camp, then at |east one person per household (sometimes
more) isforced to go to do forced labour building the barracksand bunkers, digging
trenchesand erecting fences. Oncethecampisestablished thevillagersmust goon
rotating shiftsto constantly maintain the Camp buildingsand defenses; usually one
person per ten households must go for five days, then replacements must be sent by
rotation. They arenot paid and must taketheir own food. When additional labour
isrequired onan ad hoc basis, written ordersareissued tothevillageand theentire
villagemust drop al their work and attend. Villagersmust also stay at the Camp on
standby to carry messagesto other Army unitsand to carry written ordersto nearby
villageleaders.

In many areasrotating labor must al so be sent as Army camp servants;, women are
often specifically demanded for thislabor cooking, cleaning, doing laundry, carrying
water, cutting firewood, sewing, etc. Thewomen doing thislabor inthecampslivein
constant fear of rape, and are often forced to massage or sing to the Army officer
beforebeing raped at gunpoint. They arethen threatened that they will bekilled if
they tell anyone.

Inareaswherethereisany possibility of conflict, villagersmust do sentry duty at
Army camps, often most or dl of thesoldiersdeep, leaving only unarmed villagersas
sentrieswith ordersto wakethem upif anything happens. Villagersmust also clear
roadsidesof scrub and treesfor anywherefrom fiveto 100 meterson each side of
military supply roadsin order to decrease the chance of ambush. Insuch areas,
villagersmust stand sentry aong roadsand railways, with twotofour villagers posted
every 200 metersaongtheroute. If anyoneisseen ontheroad, they are supposed
to send asignal up theline by beating on bamboo sticks. If they do so, thetroops
come and usually beat them - either for sending a“false” signal, or for sending a
“true’ Sgnd but not capturing theintruder. Inthemorning inand near conflict aress,
villagewomen and children are often specificaly forced to sweep roadswith branches
to detect landmines. Oncethisisdone, men are sometimesforced to drive bullock
carts, weighted either with stones or with women and children, over theroadin case
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therearedtill mines. If amineexplodes, thevillageisthen punished for alowing the
minetobelaid.

In areaswhere bullock cartsarethe main form of transport, aspecified number of
bullock cart ownersmust be on standby at all timesfor immediate useif required by
thelocal Army unit. Inareaswhere boatsare used, boat ownersmust be on standby.
Inareaswheretherearemotor vehicles, theseand their driverscan be commandeered
at any timefor military usewithout compensation. Oncetaken, thecar, cart or boat
isoften not returned or returned seriously damaged. (Source: KHRG)

4.4. Military Conmercial Interests

Another form of forced |abor iswork on commercia projectsfor thearmy such as
ricefarms, paddy, fishpond and tree-planting operations, which thelocal farmers
haveto build up and maintain. Therequired landisreportedly confiscated fromloca

people.

Inmany areas, particularly wherethereisno conflict, themain activity of local and
regiona military unitsismaking money for themsalves. Thisisdonemainly through
direct extortion of thelocal population, but also through forced labor. Onemeansis
by extorting ‘fees’ fromvillagersto avoid forced labor (though often after collecting
‘porter fees the Army still takesthevillagersasporters), and other meansinvolve
setting up commercid projectsand then using thevillagersasforced unpaid | abor on
them. Many Army unitsconfiscate all the best farmland around their camp, then
forcetheloca villagersto doforced labor growing rice or cash cropsfor them. The
villagersusualy haveto provideor pay for the seed, thendo all thelabor involvedin
farming, then after the harvest the crop issimply taken by the Army officersand
disappears. Thevillagersreceive nothing. 1n some casesthese crops appear to
have been sold onthelocal market for personal profit of thelocal Army officers,
whilein other casesthey are handed over to SLORC/SPDC authoritiesat higher
levels, apparently to meet export demands. Inforested areas, villagersare also
regularly ordered to cut and haul primequality hardwood logstolocal Army camps
or sawmills, where other villagers or sawmill ownersarethen forced to cut thelogs
into timber without compensation. Thetimber then disappearsto market with al
profit goingtoloca military officers, whileordersareissued forbidding thevillagers
to cut any treesfor their own use. Many military officers nationwide have also
established brick-baking kilnsat Battalion camps. Thevillagersareforced to cut
and deliver dl thewood required to bakethe bricks, whiletherank-and-filesoldiers
areforced to bakebricksfor 8 or 10 hoursaday in additionto their normal military
duties. Theofficersthen sdll thebricksonthe market for fivekyatseach and pay no
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compensationto anyone.

Other similar projectshaveincluded large-scal e fish farming, sugarcaneand rubber
plantations. In these cases, thousands of acresof land are confiscated at atime, and
thenvillagersareforcedto dolabour over severd yearsdigging fishpondsor clearing
land and planting rubber trees. Theselarge scaleprojectsaregeneraly coordinated
by SLORC/SPDC authorities at the State or national level, and the produce may
largely beintended for export, particularly as* counter-trade’ goods (* counter-trade’
isthe processwhereby foreign companies buy agricultural goodsfrom SLORC/
SPDC agenciesin order to convert their Burmese currency profitsinto exportable
agricultural produce). Ironically, many of theseforced-labour farming and other
projects have been showcased in the SLORC/SPDC-controlled media and to
international agenciesas' community incomegeneration projects .

4.5. Infrastructure ~ Development and  Maintenance

Forced labor also occurs on infrastructure and “ development” projects such as
construction and maintenance of roads, railways, bridges, airports, hydroelectric
schemesand tourists-oriented projects. During 1996, the SL ORC/SPDC introduced
aninitiativetousemilitary personnel for infrastructure. Thisinitiativeandtheincreasing
use of heavy construction equipment resulted in adecline during 1996-1997 inthe
useof unpaidlabor inphysical infrastructure projects, especidly for irrigation projects
andrailway building. Nonetheless, therewere crediblereportsthat the use of forced
labor remai ned widespread throughout the country. Themilitary regimehasclaimed
that theinfrastructure projectsin theremoteregionsispart of their Border Areas
Development Program and that it will improve accessto markets, schools, and
health care. However, there hasbeen littleindication that road construction has
facilitated social devel opment, and the existing schoolsand hospitalsintheregion
remain woefully understaffed and under-equipped. Theregimefrequently claims
that these projectsare being undertakenfor thevillagers: benefit, admonishing villagers
toupholdtheir responsibilitiestotheir district and the nation by participating inthem.
Infact, astheseinfrastructure projectsareimplemented amost entirely with forced
labor, rather than improving their living conditions, they cause greater hardshipfor
local people. Villagersin the construction areas must not only contribute labor, but
a so providemost of the materia sand support the costs of construction, under threat
of retaliation should they fail to provide adequately. Moreover, children are often
recruited for forced |abor, or |eft behind when their parentsare put towork. (Source:
KHRG)
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4.6.Prison Labor

Convictsareregularly used for forced unpaidlabour asporters, on mgor infrastructure
projects, tourism devel opment projects, and at rock quarries. They include both
crimina and politica prisoners, though most political prisonersarenot used for forced
labour because SLORC/SPDC is afraid they will escape from the work-site.
Prisonersserving relatively short sentencesare preferred to prisoners serving longer
sentencesbecauseit isthought they will belesslikely to attempt escape. Thus, those
doing forced labour are oftenthosewho areinjail for ‘ non-crimes’ such ascurfew
violations, selling goodswithout aSL ORC/SPDC license, or cursing at aSL ORC/
SPDC soldier. In many caseswhen used as operations porters, convictsare held
and continued to be used asporterswell after theexpiration of their prison sentences.
Convictsdoing forced labour are generaly trested much morebrutally than ordinary
civiliansand areroutinely used in very dangerouswork, such as blowing up rock
facesor digging at cliff-sides, inwhich many of themarekilled. They arebeatenand
otherwise abused on the dightest provocation, given far from adequate food, and
medical trestmentisvirtually nonexistent for them should they fall ill.

SLORC/SPDC HomeMiniger, Lt-Gen. MyaThinsaidin hismeetingwith the prison
department in July 1997, “ Convicts serving sentences are also members of the
Burmese public and constitute a‘ considerable labor force’ that should be used
effectively instead of beingleftidle’. Heal so thanked the prison department for “the
participationinnationa projectstherefore, conditutesamilestonein history” according
to TheNation. July 24, 1997.

4.6.1. Labor camps for prisoners exist at the following sites:

Kabaw Valley (Western Burma)

Y wangan - Hanmyinmo Road (Sagaing Division)
Taungzun/Moplin Quarry (Mon State)
Pinlaung-PyinmanaRoad (Shan State)

Aungban - Loikaw road (Shan - Karenni State)
Ngwetaung rock Quarry (Karenni State)

Phasaung Rock Quarry (Karenni State)
Shwenyaung- Namsan road (Shan State)

Myitkyina Sumprabom road (K achin State)
Myitkyina: Shibwe Lawkhaung road (K achin State)
Rangoon - Manda ay Highway construction

Yezin - Htonbo Quarry (South of Mandalay)
Mergui - Kawthaung road ( Tenasserim Division)
Kawthaung Airport Extension (Tenasserim Division)
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e 30-Milescamp, Ye-Tavoy Railway construction (Yebyu township, Tenasserim
Dividon)

» Zimbacamp, Ye-Tavoy Railway construction (Yebyu township, Tenasserim
Dividon)

»  Bokpyincamp, Tenasserim Divison

e Lampildand MarinePark, (Tenasserim Division)

¢ Tuntay camp (near Rangoon)

*  Tuntay Piggery (near Rangoon)

e Phaunggyi Piggery (near Rangoon)

4.6.2. Situation in Kabaw Valley Prison labor camp

Kabaw Valley prisonlabor camp, situated in Sagaing Division near the Indo-Burma
border isbecoming notoriousfor harsh working condition and cruelty by the prison
authorities.

Under the guise of Kabaw valley Development Project designate by the SLORC/
SPDC, theprison labor forceisbeing used inland reclamation, road building, prison
labor camp construction and city planning.

Therearemorethan 1,000 prison laborersin Yesagyo, Wetsu, Myothit and Tanan
campsaong the Kabaw valley. Onemore new prison labor camp hasbeen under
construction since 1996 between Mawleiklay and |ndaing which isexpected to be
completedin1999. Inthese campsinthevalley, themainworksarethe building of
aquarry and workinginfarmland and plantation.

Firstly, selected prisonersfrom all over the country are sent to Monywaprisonin
Sagaing Divison. Among these, most aged between 20 and 30, are criminalsand
drug addicts. A few are over 50-60. They are sent to camps by riverboats to
Kabaw valley. 200 personsin abatch, they are placed inrowsand columnsonthe
upper deck of theboat. They arenot allowed to stand or to lie, overlapping thigh to
thigh and hurting therib bones of each other. Evenworse, they arenot allowedtogo
tothetoilet, but given plasticinstead. Two mealsare servedinaday, packedina

plastic bag.

At Kaaywajetty, they embark and are put onto trucks, smilarly in sitting position,
Thetruckshave no roofing, sitting in ten rows, 50 personsper truck, thentravel for
two nights. They arenot alowed to move nor get off for pain relief throughout the
journey.

On getting to the camp, they are herded in. Anyonewho could not move dueto
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long and painful journey arebeaten and forced torun. Thenthey are sent to respective
work sites. Onethe next day, they haveto start to work, ignoring poor health and
handicap.

The prisonersare kept in two barracksin 500 x 500 yards surrounded by barbed
wire guarded by armed security. 500 persons sleep in arow on along double
platform.

Hedth careisinsufficient. Maaria, dysentery and diarrheaarerampant in the camps
dueto the unhygienic drinking water and lack of mosquito nets. Hospitalizationin
timeistheexceptionandrarefor prisoners. Very lucky prisonersare sent to Mintha
and Tamu hospitalsby cart. But many alsodieinhospital dueto lack of medicineat
thehospitals. From January to July, 1997, 48 prisonersdied in Minthahospital, of
which, 13 prisonersdied of AIDS.

4.6.3. Establishment of Win Saung - Porter Battalions

Asaresult of theincreasein the prison population since SLORC/SPDC'’ s coup
d etat, andin order to copewith the shortage of prison facilities, SLORC/SPDC has
established six new Win Saung battalions (porter battalions). These Win Saung
battalionsaremainly used to cresteaready supply of portersinthefrontiers; prisoners
arekept ready for porter dutieswhileworking at thearmy battalions. According to
eyewitnesses, thetreatment of prisonersat prison battalionsisbarbaric, asonemight
expect. Only those prisonerswho can afford to pay bribes (from 50,000- 70,000
kyats) can avoid going to these labor camps. Currently, one porter battalion has
been established in Myitkyina, Loikaw, Thaton and Mergui townships, two have
been established in Pa-an township. (Source: ABSDF)

4.7. The following is the partial list of 1997 forced
labor  projects:

Arakan State
Kyauktaw —Buthidaung motor road
Sittwe—Kyauktaw motor road

Chin State
Kale- Phalam motor road,
Haka- Than Tlang road
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Haka- Matupi road
Matupi - Mindat road
Extension of football ground to Students' Sport Festival, Haka

Pegu Division
Buddhist templein Kyaukkyi township,
PaThee Dam construction, Taungoo

Karen State

Pitakai-Papan motor road

Nabu-Daw Lun- Pa-an motor road

Daw Ku Leemotor road, Loikaw township

Kyaikdon - Kyar-ein-seik-kyi motor road

Kyaikdon - Kyone Doh - Kawkareik bullock-cart road renovation
WahLay-KyoG' Lee- TeeK’Pler - Kyaikdon bullock-cart road renovation
Saw Hta- Htee HtaBaw road

Kyaikdon - Saw Hta- Lay Po Htaroad

Tenasserim Division

MarineNational Park on Lampi Idand, Mergui township,
Zawel- SaKu motor road, Tenasserim township
Ye-Tavoy raillway

Tenasserim-Theintaw motor road, Tenasserim township
Moe Taung- Lay Nya- Bokepyin motor road, Tenasserim township
Taung Thonlone- Setk Phyone motor road

Tenasserim - M oe Taung hew motor road
Tavoy-Kanchaniburi motor road

Huayphak - Chaungchi motor road

Selk Mon - Murngtaing motor road

Manawtone - Theinkhun - Tenasserim truck motor
Phaungdaw - Pha ThaYebyu motor road

Mon State
Khawza- Magyi road, Yetownship,

Shan State

Murngsert- Murng Ton motor road

L angkhur-Wan Hart motor road, Lankhur township
Wan Hart- Zalawng motor road, Lankhur township
Zaawng-Sop Taeng motor road, Lankhur township
Wan Hart-Mawkmai road, Lankhur township
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Mawkmai-Sal Khao road, Lankhur township
Marngpan-Kan Kan villagemotor road, Marngpan township
Murngpan - TaSarng motor road, Murngpan township
Murngsert-K eng Tong, Murngsert township
Munrgkai-Loilin motor road, Murngkai township
Kunhing-Parkaw motor road, Kunhing township

Mon State

Ye- Tavoy railway construction

Ye- Magyi truck road

Kyaein-seik-kyi - Yaungbauk truck road

Chin State

Haka- Gangaw motor road,
Haka- Tan Tlang motor road
Haka- Matupi motor road
Matupi - Mindat road
Stadium congtruction, Haka

Irrawaddy Division
Road dong theHgawun River
Bassein-Thalatgwa-M orton Point motor road

Magwe Division
Kanthagyi-Kyaungdawyamotor road

Sagaing Division
Airbaseat thesiteof anold World Wer |1 airfield, Kalemyo

4.8. Incidents of forced labor by region

4.8.1.Karen State

4.8.1.1. Kya-ein-seik-kyi - Taungbauk truck road

Thistruck road isabout 15 mileslong and situated inside Karen State. It connects
Kya-ein-seik-kyi and Taungbauk, Monvillage. The construction wasstarted before
the end of 1996 and reached a standstill in May, 1997. In the whole process of
construction, thevillagersfrom many Mon villageswere constantly conscripted as
forced |aborersto build the embankment of theroad.
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Thewhole construction project ismonitored by IB. 32, based in Kya-ein-seik-kyi
and Taungbauk village, The villagers from Taungbauk, Htipauklo, Weithal ee,
Pharkapo, Bokadaw, L akepoke, Kalortort Chaung, Badargyi, West Weithal ee,
Tadarpyat, Kyaukpon, Kyaukpyaand other villageswere constantly forced to build
the embankment of thisroad. Thevillagesare around the construction areaand
somearesituated on thebank of Zami river.

About 500 villagerswere asked by the military construction work to participate
every day in. Thebigger villagessuch as Taungbauk and Weithleehad to provide at
least 50 villagersper day to work inthe congtruction. Dueto the population numbers
of avillage, thevillage headmen had to arrangeto send thevillagersaccording tothe
instruction by the battalion. Evenasmall villagewith 40 householdshad to provide
about ten villagersevery day. Hence, each men or women from each family had to
work inthe construction about ten dayswithin one month.

Theroad passesthrough therice-fieldsand rubber plantations owned by villagers
from Taungbauk, Htipauklo, Weitha ee and Bokadaw villages. Although theroad
runsalong theformer cart path, the embankment was extended and theland along
theroutewas confiscated. Besidesfor thewidth of embankment, about ten feet of
the land on each side of the route were also confiscated to get earth from these
spacesandfill it on the embankment. All theland was confiscated by the military
without compensation. Thewidth of the embankment isabout 15 feet and the height
isabout fivefeet at the highest place while about three feet at the lowest place.
(Source: HRFOM)

4.8.1.2. Kawkarelk - Myawaddy motor road

SPDC troops have constructed acompound at Thingan Nyinaung whichisonthe
road between Myawaddy and Kawkareik in Karen State since November 1997.
The compoundisabig one surrounded by ata | fence of barbed wireand aminefield
outside. Thiscompound isto be the detention compound for the Burmese people
repatriated from Thailand.

SPDCisbuilding anew Kawkareik- Myawaddy road and more than 20,000 people
areneeded for itsconstruction. So, itisplanned to usetherepatriated refugeesfrom
Thailand inthat project asforced |aborersbeforethey are allowed to go back home.
Itislearnt that they will be allowed back home only after the constructionisfinished.
(Source: ABSDF)
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4.8.2. Tenasserim Division

4.8.2.1. Ye-Tavoy railway Construction in 1997

To counter the mounting international pressure against the use of forced labor inthe
Ye-Tavoy railway construction, SLORC/SPDC hasclaimed that civilianswould no
longer be used asunpaid laborersin therailway construction projects acrossthe
country. They replaced soldiersfrom|oca battaionstowork with available payment.
Thebattalionsfrom LIB. 401 through 410 have received payment from SLORC/
SPDC but at the sametime, thousands of villagershavestill been forcedtowork in
the construction. From September through October, 1996, the villagers were
conscripted again by theselocal military battalions. From October 1996 up tothe
beginning of 1997, the conscription of massive numbersof villagerswere stopped
forawhile. However, villagersfrom somevillagetractswerea so forced to do many
jobssupporting the construction such ascollecting materia sto build campsfor soldiers
inthework-sitesalong theroads, gathering fire-wood and water, etc..

In February 1997, the conscription of forced labor resumed again. SLORC/SPDC
had hurried to complete another section of construction from Yeto 9-Mile section,
theend point of Mon State. Thissection of road wasa so built with prisoners’ |abor
frommid 1996 to mid 1997. At the sametime, the military tried to completeall
bridgesfrom Yeto Yebyu.

Besidesbuilding theembankment, thevillagersfromal villagetractsaong theroad
wereforced to work cutting threesto get fire-woodsin making bricksfor bridge
construction, to gather rail bed stonesfrom the streamsand forest and crushit tothe
required szeand bringit totheembankment. And somewereforced to cut hardwoods
for rail deepers.

Almost the construction of railway embankment was completed for thewholeroute,
at thebeginning of 1997, and asanext step SL ORC/SPDC has planned to complete
building of bridgesaongtheroad by theend of 1997. Itisestimated that 26 bridges
arebeing built acrosshig riversand small streamsalongtheroute. Local military
troopsareforcing thevillagersto prepare work each bridge such asfilling dirt and
wood besidethe stream or river banksand makeit strong.

For each bridge, alot of bricks are needed. A total of 26 bridges need many
hundreds of tons of bricksand SL ORC/SPDC local troops could not bring them
from the brick-making factoriesfar fromthearea. Thusthebrickskilnsarebuilt
closetoeach bridge. Intheprocessof making bricks, hugeamountsof firewood are
needed to be used to burn the earth to make good quality bricks. To get enough
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firewood, thevillagersin Natkyizin and Yebyuvillagetractshave been forced tofind
itinforestssincethebeginning of 1997.

Accordingtoavillagefrom Paukpingwin, in Natkyizinvillagetract, each family from
thisvillagetract hasto provideat least four kyinsof firewood per month. They were
instructed to providethefirewood from February through May 1997. Thevillagers
areto bringtheir firewood from forest to therailway and put it besidetheroad. At
the sametime, about ten oxen-carts of each village were asked by the military to
transport thefirewood to the designated area. If one person of afamily hasto get
onekyin of firewood and bring it to the designated places, hemay haveto spend at
least seven days. Thus, all family membershaveto hurry to get the set quota of
firewood or they will haveto face punishment. For thevillagerswho could not
providefirewood haveto hiresubstituteworkersor buy it from other villagers. One
kyin of firewood costs about 1,000 kyats.

Whilesomevillagersfromthesamevillagetrack arefinding firewood, somevillagers
fromanother villagetract aremaking rail deepers. Thevillagersfrom Yapuvillage
tract who do not have to find firewood are forced to providerail sleepers. The
military need highquality hardwood to makedeepers. Thesevillagersareingructed
tobringtotal of about 2,5000 piecesof deepers. A deeper measuressix inchesby
sxinchesand six feetlong.

At thesametime, thevillagersfrom both villagetractswereforced to collect stones
for rail bedswithout any payment. In April 1997, themilitary conscripted thevillagers
tofindsrail bed stonesinthearea. Every morning, thevillagershadtotravel to
stream and collect the big stones. Thenthey crashed it into the needed piecesand
brought it to railroad embankment. Wholefamily membersincluding mother, sons
and daughtershad notimetowork intheir farms, plantationsandfishing. They have
considerably noincomefor thewholedry season.

However, since November 1997, villagersfrom Kaong Hta, Oaktayan, Yange,
Ayekani, Wonpho, Sanchi and Dudaung villagesin Yebyu township, Tenasserim
Division have beenforced to work at the Ye-Tavoy railway construction. Between
five personsto twenty personsfrom each village are conscripted for working 7-10
daysat thecongtruction sites. Most of thework isrepairing therailway route, cleaning
thewood dong therailway route and replacing thedecaying railway piles. Someare
forcedtodig rocksfor the construction of therailway. Whenthelocal peopleare
unableto go and work for theforced | abor, they haveto find substitutesat the cost of
300 kyats per day.

Inthe Eindayaza-Natkyizin section of the Ye-Tavoy railway construction, troops
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fromLIB. 407 led by Battalion Commander Second Lt. Kan Winforced thelocal
villagersfrom Sinku, Mintha, Kyatkettaw, Phaya Thonesu, and Natkyizinvillagesto
provideforced labor.

Each forced laborer isrequired to work two days per week and hasto provide one
foot high and 10 feet widepile of gravel or small rocksfor making concrete. If one
failsto providethe quota, heisnot allowed to go back home. Thetroopsfrom LIB.
407 collect thepilesof gravel and small rocks provided by thelaborersand then sl
themto Total oil company. No money isgiventothelaborers. Inadditionto free
labor, thetroopsal so forcibly usethe 50 bullock cartsfrom thevillage every day
without payment.

In 1997, the construction of this section was used with about 500 prison |aborers.
The prisonerswith tackled iron chainsare used towork to carry stones, crush them
and lay onthe embankment. (Source: HRFOM and ABSDF)

4.8.2.2. Tavoy-Mergui-Kawthaung Highway

On February 23, 1996, SLORC/SPDC Secretary-2, Lt-Gen. Tin Oo summoned
local authoritiesand military commandersfrom Tenasserim Division and told them of
the planto construct anew highway from Tavoy to Kawthaung viaMergui. The
project isintwo sections- thefirst isbetween Mergui and Tavoy whichinvolved the
upgrading of an existing road which hasa ready been completed. Thesecond section
from Mergui to Kawthaung isstill being builtin 1997 and no road hasever existed
between thesetwo towns. Thehighway isto be part of the planned devel opment of
the Rangoon-Tavoy-M ergui-K awthaung Union Highway.

A 260-mile-long new motor road to link Mergui and Kawthaung was started in
February 1994. SLORC/SPDC did not put the road’s whole length under
construction at the sametime but divided the road into three main sections, and
constructed one section after the other. Thethree sectionsare namely Section (1)
from Mergui to Tenasserim, Section (2) from Tenasserim to Bokepyin and Section
(3) from Bokepyinto Kawthaung. Of theten townshipsin Tenasserim Division, Six
arerequired to providelabor for the Mergui-K awthaung part which isstill under
condruction. Thesesx townshipsareMergui, Palaw, Kyunsuu, Tenasserim, Bokepyin
and Kawthaung.

Along the highway, each household isordered to dig three earth ditchesand three
rock ditchesduring their two-week-long period at thework site. If ahousehold
cannot fulfil itsquota, it isforced to pay 3,000 kyatsto hireasubstitute laborer or
pay afineof 6,000 kyatsto thelocal authorities. Villagersmust supply al of their
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ownfood and tools, except for concreteand nailswhich are provided by themilitary.
Villagersliving near thework-sitearerequired to provide both “voluntary” labor as
well aspay taxesfor the construction of theroad. Sometimes peoplelocated over
50 kilometersfrom their assigned work-site areforced to walk two daysto perform
their rotating shifts. Thelaborerswork for periodsof ten dayshauling dirt, building
embankments, breaking rocksand digging ditches.

In addition to thethousands of forced |aborers conscripted fromtownsand villages
intheregion, SLORC/SPDC has constantly used hundredsof chain gangstowork
onthemotor road construction since November 1995till present. At theconstruction
ste between Bokepyin and Thae-kwet village al one, there has been achain gang of
1,200 peopl e seen daily working assave labor on the motor road construction. By
June 1997, only 800 of the chain gangs were seen working on the motor road
construction, whereas many of the 400 who al so disappeared may have died from
sicknesswithout medical treatment or because of bad accidents under theinhumane
and appalling working conditions or may have been subjected to arbitrary execution
on their exhaustion or unsuccessful escape attemptsfrom the labor camp. (Source:
ABSDF, MIS)

4.8.2.3. Forced Labor in Marine Park

A villager who escaped from Burmasaid hewas among 150 villagersrounded up
eachweek by the Burmesemilitary to work without food or pay a amarine national
park on Lampi Iand, off Burma's southern coast.

Civilianshave been used asforced labor for the building of the Marine Park since
May 1997. The constructionwas halted during July because of the heavy rain, but
resumed since October 1997. About 400 Burmese prisonersarea so used asforced
labor inthe project aswell asvillagersfrom 17 villagesincluding East Aungba, Kyagyi
All, MaBein, Kantaw, Theall, Mithwe Phaung, Salong and all villagesin Aungba
villagetract, Kawthaung township, Tenasserim Division. Betweenfiveto fourteen
villagers, depending onthe size of villages, are demanded for the construction.

About 150 soldiersfrom L1B. 224 led by Major Htun HlaAung aretaking care of
security ontheisland and forced labor. Three helipads have been constructed and
thepier and somebuildingsarestill under construction until theend of 1997.

Themarine park isoneof thetwo environmental projectsthe Burmese government
isdevelopingintheMergui Archipelago, achain of about 800 idandsinthe Andaman
Sea. The other isthe Myinmolekat Nature Reserve. 80,000 villagersfrom the
islands have beenforcibly relocated to makeway for the parks. Therearereports

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU 167

that villagerswho protested werekilled. Soldierskilled 40 villagersand arrested
200 on Lampi Idand at the beginning of 1997. (Source: ABSDF)

4.8.2.4. Tenasserim - Moe Taung new motor road

SLORC/SPDC has constructed anew motor road to link Tenasserim town with
Moe Taung onthe Thai-Burmaborder to useit asatrade route with Thailand with
the consi stent use of unpaid forced labor and prison laborerssincethedry season on
1994till now. Civilianswere conscripted inthewholeyear of 1997 fromthetowns
and many villagesin Tenasserimtownship. Inthisroad congtruction, onadaily bas's,
at least about 500 villagers and prisoners are used to build the embankment, lay
small crushed stones, crush rock and build bridges. Every villagein Bokepyinand
Tenasserimtownshipis asked by forcesto provideat least threetofivevillagersto
work inthisconstruction. Sometimes, when the troops comeinto avillage, they
arrest thevillagerssuddenly and then send to the construction Sites, without ademanding
order. Thevillagerswho are sent by arotation basisby their village leadershaveto
providemanual labor for one or two weeks period and when other villagerscome,
they areableto return from thework-sites. Thevillagerswho arearrested and sent
to the construction are used in the construction for several weeksand when new
subgtitute arrested villagersdo not arrive, they can not returnhome. Somevillagers
havetowork in thisconstruction up to two months.

Thisroad isestimated to be around 50 mileslong. The construction of therough
route wasreportedly completed in January 1996. SLORC/SPDC alsorequiredthe
local population to contribute and lay stonesat arate of two 100-cubit-feet kyins
per household for the motor road construction. There are atotal of more than
10,000 householdsin Tenasserim township. Those householdsthat could not or did
not contributeto work had to hiretheir own substitute labor paying 1,600to 1,900
kyats per kyin of stone. The cost of buying stoneisfrom 1,000 to 1,300 kyats per
kyin but transportation cost 300 kyats and laying the stones costs 250 per kyin.
So, each of the many househol dsin Tenasserim township had to pay total 3,500to
4,000 kyatsfor the gathering and laying stoneaone. (Source: MISand HURFOM)

4.8.2.5. Bokepyin - Ban Saphan motor road

The construction of amotor road between Bokepyinin Burmaand Ban Saphanin
Thailand started at the beginning of 1997. The construction ismonitored by the
Construction Corporation from Kawthaung and hasforced thelocal peopletowork
inthecongruction. Tenvillagersfromeechvillagein Kawthaung township, Tenasserim
Division have been conscripted towork in the construction. They areneeded to stay
onemonthinthesite. If anyonefailsto go and work there, heisrequired to pay
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10,000 kyatsto hireasubstitute. Villagesaong theroad such asLaynya, Pyigyi
Matai, Nam Koke, Yadanapon and Mine Kalu villages are most effected by the
forced labor demands. Thereare also about 500 prison laborersbeing used at the
construction. The security for the construction wastaken care of by thelB. 224 and
341. (Source: ABSDF)

4.8.2.6. Forced labor in military run-business projects

The SLORC/SPDC military in Tenasserim Division hasnormal ly conscripted and
used many of the rural inhabitants as hard |aborers on their private economic
businesseswithout pay, with their ownfood, their ownworking toolsand their own
transportation. People arenot given compensation for sickness, injury or death of
any laborer. Any laborer who cannot come and work asrequired are subjected to
afine of 150 to 300 kyats per day. SLORC/SPDC loca military units across
Tenasserim Division, including all theten LIBsfrom LIB. 401 to 410 and other
battalionssuch asIB. 25, 265 and 280, have been making money from such economic
busi nessesbeing run without investment but ssmply with thelabor of thoseeffectively
subjugated and end aved men, women and children living intheir respective areas of
control.

Agricultural projects

SLORC/SPDC'srespectivelocal battalionsacross Tenasserim Division have been
running their own private agricultural businessprojects -- growing rubber, coconut,
oil pam, riceand various other seasond plantation amounting to thousands of acres.
To get ground for such aplantation, the military haseither forcibly seized thelocal
farmland without giving compensation to the owners or taken theland and had it
cleared by meansof unpaid forced |abor.

All themany agricultural business projectsof the military, theforced laborersare
madeto do everything through theentire cultivation process. Onthericecultivation
projects, theforced laborers have to do the entire work from ploughing thefields
through cutting and gathering the crop. They arerequired towork in continually-
rotating turnsfor nearly al theyear round. Themilitary just receivestheready crops
and sl them to make money. Ontherubber, palm oil and coconut growing projects
too, theforced laborershaveto do theentirework from clearing the ground, turning
over theearth planting the seedlings, building fencesround the plantationswith their
own fencing materias, and serving asfarmhandstill the plantationsare cultivated.
Themilitary hasbeen sdlling the cultivated plantationsand making new onesby smilar
means of unpaid forced labor. A cultivated rubber plantation of fivetoten acres
currently sellsfor morethan 500,000 kyats. Thelocad military, especialy commanders
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and officers, have been making afortune by selling those cultivated plantations at
good prices.

TheSLORC/SPDCLIB. 403, 404, and 405, the three battalionsa one, own hundreds
of acresof rubber, coconut, riceand other plantationsin Tavoy and Thayet Chaung
townships, al cultivated by meansof unpaid forced labor conscripted from the many
villagesaround. Thesethreebattalionsjointly own arubber plantation of some 180
acresin Taung Byauk and Winwavillagetractsby taking over theland and cultivating
it by similar means of unpaid forced labor sincethelast quarter of 1995. Thetwo
battalions 404 and 405 havejointly owned arubber plantation of some 100 acres
aongthe4-mile-longtruck road from Sonsin Hpyar villageto TheaChaunggyi village,
cultivated with unpaid forced labor since 1993. TheLIB. 405 aso hasadry-season
onion plantation at The Chaunggyi villagein Thayet Chaung township, cultivated with
unpaid forced labor. TheLIB. 403 hasapaddy field of some 100 acres between
Saw Phyar and Kyauk Hlaykar villages, cultivated by similar means.

L1B. 404 conscripted and used morethan 200 villagersliving at theten villages of
Taung Byauk villagetract in Thayet Chaung township to clear some 150 acres of
landin May 1997 for its continuing rubber growing project. Theforced laborers,
mostly women and children, are made to work without payment, with their own
food, working toolsand transportation asalways. Becauseof theappalling conditions
of hardlabor, many of thelaborerssuffered sickness, but had to providetheir own
medical treatment. Among thelaborers, MaKyin Aye, a19 -year-old girl from
Winkpaw villagein Thayet Chaung township, Tenasserim died from aserioussickness
when shewasworking at the rubber plantation projects by the SLORC/SPDC’s
LIB. 404in Thayet Chaung township during May 1997. Shewasconscripted along
with 200 villagersfrom Taung Byauk villagetract to clear alargeareaof land for the
plantation. Another girl, MaHtoo Aye, al3-year-old girl died of apoisonoussnake
bitewhiledoing land clearing work thereon May 14, 1997. No compensationwas
givenfor thedeath of thesetwo forced laborers. (Source: MIS)

U BaKhin, a51-year-old man from Kyetyettwi village in Launglon township,
Tenasserim Division died on June 12, 1997 of seriousillness. Hewas conscripted
together with 500 villagersto work onaprivatericecultivation project of the SLORC/
SPDC military. Hewassick at thetime of conscription, but was not exempted by
themilitary. Dueto hisserioussckness, he quickly became exhausted and suddenly
collapsed whileworking thereand died. (Source: MIS)

In February 1997, SLORC/SPDC LIB. 104 confiscated morethan 1,000 acres of
ricefieldson Pyingyi idand in Launglon township, Tenasserim Division and more
than 700 acresin Tabeaand KaNyon Kyun villagesin the sametownship, without
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giving any compensationtothemorethan 300loca farmers. Theland wasconfiscated
for an experimental modern-method rice cultivation project of themilitary inthe
region. Thelocal battalions conscripted and used more than 500 local peoplefrom
the Pyingyi idand to work asunpaid hard laborerson thisexperimental project.

Charcoal and brick making projects

They havea so been doing charcoa and brick-making businessesby meansof unpaid
forced labor. For this, the respectivelocal battalionsrequire many villages under
their respective control to contribute alargeamount of firewood regularly. Sothe
villagershaveto providelaborersto cut treesand carry the cut wood to those charcoa
and brick kilns. Eachvillage, based onitspopulation, isrequired to contribute 10to
50 kyinsof firewood per month. (onekyin =awoodpileof 6ft x 6 ft measurement)
Thevillagesin each township areestimated to haveto contribute atota of morethan
1,000 kyinsof firewood per month. (Source: MIS)

InMay 1997, 30 villagersfrom each village of Paukpin Kwin, Nat Kyi Sin, Three
pagodas, Chattaw, Mintha, Kywethone Nyimaand Sinku villageswere ordered to
work for the military-run brick making industry at the base of Military Command
HQ.8in Kanpauk, Tenasserim Division. (Source: ABDF)

Timber project

The SLORC/SPDC military hasal so required many villagesto contributethreeto
fivetonsof sawed wood per villageregularly, but usually using thejustification of
collecting building materia sfor the construction or repairsof their encampments,
locd schoal building etc,. Thevillageshaveto providelaborersaswell asoxcartsto
fell treesand manually saw theminto the prescribed sizes, and transport thefinished
piecesto the designated | ocations The SL ORC/SPDC just sellsthereadily sawed
wood and makesmoney. A villageineachtownshipisestimated to haveto contribute
atotal of morethan 200 tonsof readily sawed wood per month to themilitary. Out
of 47 villagetractsin Thayet Chaung township, Taung Byauk villagetract alone,
composed of tensmall villages, isnormally required to contribute morethan 30 tons
per months. The laborers have to work without payment, with their own food,
working toolsand transportation. They arenot given any compensation when they
aresick or injured. If and when they cannot come and work asrequired, they are
subjectedtofinesor toill-treatment by the military. (Source: MIS)

Forced laborers at military bases

The SLORC/SPDC military in Tenasserim Division hasdaily conscripted atotal of
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morethan 3000 peoplefrom the hundredsof villagesin thetentownshipsto serveas
general laborersat itsmany local encampments. Theseforced servantshaveto do
whatever may beinstructed at whim by theencampments’ officersand soldiers.

From Thayet Chaung township alone, more than 600 people from atotal of 47
villagetractsaredaily conscripted and used. Out of the 47 villagetracts, Taung
Byauk villagetract alone, hasto provide 20 people per day. InYebyutownship,
each villagetract hasto provide 15to 20 people per day. Out of someten villages
of Minthavillagetract, Hsinku village alone hasto provide two to three people per
day. Any householdwhichfailsto serveaccordingly issubjected to afine of 200to
300 kyats per day, or 2,000 to 5,000 kyats at atime.

Themilitary has used theseforced servantsin their handsto do whatever it may
instruct them at any moment. Peoplefrom Yebyu township say they haveto daily
carry water, collect firewood, grow vegetables, catch fish, serve asmessengersand
so onfor the several local encampmentsof the L1B. 40, 407, and 408 battalions.
Peoplefrom Thayet Chaung township say they arenormally a so given clothesto
wash and often haveto provide relaxing massage, run and get liquor for thelocal
encampmentsof the LIB. 403, 404, and 405. They areeven madeto dance, sing,
etc. by those encampment officerswhen drunk. Several villagetractsin Tavoy
township such asKhin Sheh, Yun Maw, Shanmatwin, Shinmuhti, Kahnaingda, Taung
Thonlon, Pakarri, Myitta, Hamyingyi and Zalunaswell asseverd villagetractsinthe
Lunglontownship, such asKadetgyi, Yebyu, Kyettettwin, Thabye Shaung, YaBea,
Kyauknimaw, Ahtet Kyaukwut, KaNyaw Byin, Ti Sit, Sit Pyea, KaNyon Kyun
and Good Inn have been experiencing similar gross abuses of power by thelocal
SLORC/SPDC military. (Source: MIS)

4.8.3. Chin State

Sincetaking power inthe bloody military coupin 1988in Burma, SLORC/SPDC
hasbeen carrying out itsinfamous* nationa devel opment programs’ which primarily
includerepairing bridges, building roadsthroughout the country. Theprogramsare
basi cally aimed at beatification of the out-look of the deteriorating conditionsof the
country. Through thiscosmetic changes, SL ORC/SPDC expectsto attract tourists
toBurma. However, theprogramisbeingimplemented at thecost of local inhabitants.
Theroadsarebeing built and the bridges are being repaired with forced |aborers.
Thematerialsrequired for the constructionswere asoforcibly collected from the
peopleof projected sites. Inaddition, peoplearefined for being unableto contribute
thelabor. A person per householdisordered compulsory for unpaidlabor. Ironicaly
thishasbecamean officia rulein Burmaunder the SLORC/SPDC regime.
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4.8.3.1. Kale - Phalam motor road

On 28 December 1996, U Khin Latt, President of Tun Zan townshipin Chin State of
SLORC/SPDC came under the order of Phalam-based SLORC/SPDC regiment
268 and Tetai n-based regiment 269, the order being to build 100 mileslong road
connecting Kae Town and Phalam Town. Hethen passed the order to thevillages
viz, Hai Tuu, Tui Ton, Tan Twon, Phon Tong and Phai Tunwhich happenedto exist
along the projected road to send aperson per household for the construction.

Thepeoplewho arelivingin Tun Zan township areaso includedin providing free
labor for the same. Most of them arelocal ethnic Chin nationalities. Under the
dead-cold weather severed by freezing windsat the mountainoussite, inexperienced
road buildersareforced to carry rocksand dig theground. Moreover, they haveto
work at their own expense. Some of them do not even havericetoeat. Therefore,
they survive with boiled maizeand work at theroad construction site. Therocksare
being collected from the three-hours-away Manipur Streams. Each householdis
orderedtodig six ditchesof 10x 10x 1 foot big ditch. Theconstructionisstill going
ontill date. Thecompletion of theprojectisscheduledin April. Therefore, people
of that areaare not even alowed to go to harvest their fields. A group of 300 people
in sx groupsworksfor thecongtructionin rotation. Studentsunder 16 yearsof age,
threefemaleand two maleteachersof N0.8, No.9 and No. 10 of TunZan Township
State High School area so ordered to providefree Labor for the construction. The
guestion remai nsunanswered with regardsto whom theroad will benefit. According
tothelocal inhabitantsof the projected regions, theroad surely will benefit thearmy
for better communication which will help hunt down dissidents operatinginthe
area. (Source: ABSL)

4.8.3.2. Haka - Gangaw motor road

Thisroad isbeing upgraded to beready for the Students' festival. Thetownship
LORC claimed that it allocated wages for the laborers on this project, but then
decided onitsownthat al thevillageswould*“ donate’ al thesewagesto the Students
Sport Festival fund. Most people believethemoney isactually being pocketed by
local authoritiesand that no oneworking onthisroadispaid. InJanuary 1997, the
villagerswere ordered to provide 22,5000 kyins (one kyin = 10 x 10 x 1 feet) of
crushed stones. Any householdfailing to providetheir quotaisfined 135 kyats per

kyin.

4.8.3.3. Students’ Sport Festival in Haka

Thestudents Sport Festival was scheduled to be held in Hakain December, 1997,
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but postponed to March 1998 dueto delaysin the preparation. Thisisthebiggest
students' Festival ever heldin Chin State. Peoplein Hakawereforced to extend the
football ground and to build astadium and roads. Residentsof Hakawith homes
along themain road |eading to the Festival ground were ordered to repair and repaint
their houses, and all buildingsdeemed to be in poor condition had to beremoved.
(Source: CHRO)

In each township of Chin State, studentsareasoforcibly enlisted to take part inthe
sportscompetitionsand undergo intensivetraining, which forcesthemto misstheir
regular class. TheMatupi Township Education Department called studentsback to
school on 1 June 1997. They selected some students and sent them to Hakato
attend a sport training for the upcoming Festival to ensure their participation.
Altogether 110 studentsfrom each township of Chin Statewere sent to Hakatown
in1997. They had to attend gymnastics classesfor the opening ceremony of the
Festival. They weretold that anyonewho was absent, would not bealowed to take
hisor her examination and would beexpeled fromthe school for threeyears. Students
had to follow army disciplineand had to attend thetraining until mid-day without any
food and regular school classes. They had to practice“tinbauk” (aBurmese sport
inwhichthe participantsuse heavy clubs) training, aswell asgymnasticsand sword
dancing (atraditional martial art). Twelvestudentsfrom Ton Zan township escaped
fromthetraining and were expelled fromtheir school. (Source: 1A)

4.8.4. Arakan State

Two new battalionsof SL ORC/SPDC have been reinforced in Buthidaung township,
Arakan State since October 1997. With the arrival of more armed forcesin the
region, thearmy hasordered al local village chairmento supply increased forced
labor aswell asmaterid sfor household useincluding firewood. Thevillagechairmen
haveto supply porter or forced labor for Military Intelligence, Police, local LORC,
Riot Policeand Specia Branch police. (Source: RSO)

4.8.5. Irrawaddy Division

4.8.5.1. Forced labor in Thabaung township

For thejoint servicesmaneuversof SLORC/SPDC Divisions22,33,55and 77in
thecold season of 1996-97, indl thevillagetractswithin Thabaung township, villagers
had to construct, at the own expense, temporary camps, barracks, stores, houses
andfurniture. Thevillagersaso had to construct aroad dongtheHgawun River. To
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providesoil for theroad, each household had to dig apit of aspecified size. While
they were engaged in work connected to themilitary maneuvers, thevillagerswere
unableto carry out their ownwork, which resulted in aconsiderabledropinincome
for many of them. Because of lack of nutrition and the unhealthy conditions of the
surrounding areas, many villagersengaged intheforced labor projects suffered from
variousdiseases. Inaddition, wholevillageshad to movein order to makeroomfor
themilitary maneuvers. (Source: UN report)

4.8.5.2. Bassein-Thalatgwa-Morton Point motor road

Each household in 33 villagetracts had to provide one and ahalf baskets of rock for
theroad building project from Bassein to Thaatgwato Morton Point, Irrawaddy
Division. A household that could not providerock had to pay 2,000 kyatsto the
village LORC. The peoplewho went to break rockswere not given any medical
careand many came back from their forced labor sessionswith variousillnesses.
Thirteen people, including two women, were arrested on January 15, 1997, because
they refused to take part in aforced labor project. U Chitisreportedto havefallen
sick and died at thelabor site. U Khin Maung Win, Maung Kyin Hoke and Maung
Nyo a so died while providing forced labor. Daw Ni, 60 yearsold and unableto
providewithlabor or money, was arrested on January 6, 1997 and sent to Bassein
prison on January 8, 1997. (Source: UN report)

4.8.6. Karenni State

Human rightsviolations by the SLORC/SPDC troopsof LB. 102, LB. 261 and
L1B. 426 continued in Karenni State. Troops have been forcing hundreds of local
peopl e of Mawchee township and prisonersfrom different partsof Burmato act as
porterswithout payment sincetheend of July 1997. About one hundred villagers of
Dee Maw So town, Dee Maw So Township, were arrested and tied up, and then
loaded to Phasaung town. Thosewho were seized wereforced to carry supplies
and ammunition from Phasaung town to the area, where they have been operating
military offensive against innocent Karenni people. Many of thoseforcedto act as
portershave been subjected to tortureandill-treatment if they could not carry loads
of supplies and ammunition. Others who were seized as porters have been
extrgjudicidly killed if they attempted to escape or were enableto carry their loads.
Thosewho were serioudy sick wereleft to die besideroads.

Conditionsof theportersare often harsh, inmany casesamounting to cruel, inhuman
treatment. The portershave been subjected toill-treatment, receiving inadequate
food. The Portersarereceiving only one meal per day whilethey areforced to
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carry heavy loads. The porters are forced to walk through rocky areas and
mountainousareas. Thosewho are sick arealso forced to continueto carry their
loads. So far about 50 porters have died of sickness, tiredness and starvation.
Most of them were shot dead by the military (SLORC/SPDC) according to Zaw
Win, private soldier of L1B. 102 and one sergeant (requested not to use hisname) of
LIB. 261, 27 yearsold who have recently surrendered to the Karenni Army and
some porters who escaped to the Karenni controlled area. Prisoners Mg Sein,
Thaung Htay, Win Kyaw, Than Naing and Maung Naing were among the dead.
(Source: KNPP)

4.8.7. Magwe Division

4.8.7.1. Kanthagyi-Kyaungdawya road

Forced contributionstowards road and bridge construction projectsin Pwintbyu,
Magwe Division began in early 1997. In Pwintbyu, landowners were made to
contribute money towardsthe construction of the Man Bridge. Thelandowners
were assessed at therate of 200 kyats per acreowned. Thewholetownship hadto
contributeto the congtruction of the Kanthagyi-Kyaungdawyaroad. Thecontribution
wereassessed 250 kyats per acre. All thehouseholdsin thetownship, including the
poorest, had to contribute 360 kyats each to the building of Slain road. Every
household had to contribute between 45 and 70 kyats once every two weeksfor
yearsfor the Natyegan road construction. Farmerswereforced to sell two baskets
of split beans per acreto the authoritiesat specific prices. Thosewho refused to sl
weremadeto stay under the hot sun for hoursas punishment. Thosewho complained
about their treatment were beaten. (Source: HRDU)

4.8.8. Mon State

Besidesthelargeinfrastructure projects, under theinstruction of SLORC/SPDC,
SLORC/SPDC local authoritiesin Mon State have constructed or repaired shorter
roadsineachvillageor between villagesby meansof forced labor and forced monetary
contributionsfromtheloca populace, but under the SL ORC/SPD C-composed dogan
of “ Self-help” local areasdevel opment.

4.8.8.1. Ye-Magyi truck road

Thisroadisdivided intotwo sections. Thefirst sectionisfrom Yeto Khawzavillage
Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma




176 HRDU

and the second isfrom Khawzato Magyi village, theedge of Mon State. Thisroad
runs along the sea coast areain the southern part of Yetown and passesthrough
severd Monvillages.

In 1995, under the supervision of IB. 61 and LIB. 304, thefirst section of the 10
mile-long truck road was completed by forcing the villagers nearby to contribute
unpaid labor. In 1996, some part of the road was destroyed by flood and the local
troops collected cash fromthelocal villagerstorepair it. When they had actually
repaired it, thetroops asked unpaid labor fromthevillage again.

Theremaining sectionisshorter thanthefirst oneanditisonly fivemileslong. The
construction of thissection was started since mid 1996 and the military defined the
routea onganold cart-track. Inenlarging thewidth of theroad, themilitary confiscated
many acresof ricefarmland a ong the route without compensation.

Sinceearly1997, under the supervision of SLORC/SPDC local LIB. 304, severd
Mon villages such as Hangan, Khawza, Yinye, Yindein, Thabya, Kyonkanya,
Mitawhlagyi, Mitawhlagae, Magyi, Taungkhon, Kyauktayan, etc., had been suffering
from the cons stent conscription of forced labor. Villagerswere conscripted by the
military to contributeunpaid labor. Atleast 30to 50 villagersfrom eachvillagehad
been working to build the embankment since January 1997. They hadtowork on
the construction at least oneweek inamonth. The mainwork-duty wasto dig the
earth from outside of theroute and fill it in the defined embankment up to threefeet
inheight. If they hired asubstitute laborer, they had to pay 200 kyats per day.

Thelaborerswere required to contribute and lay stones at arate of two to three
100-cubit-feet kyins per household on acompul sory and unconditional basis. To
get the stones, the laborers had to gather them from theforest or break them from
therocky hillsmilesaway from their villagesand thetruck road. Those households
that did not own an ox cart had to hire one at their own expenseto transport the
gathered stones onto thetruck road and those househol dsthat could not meet their
guotasthemselveshad to hiretheir own substitute laborer having to pay 550 to 600
kyats per kyin of stone.

Attheend of 1997, amost the embankment of thewholeroad from Yeto Magyi
was compl eted. (Source: HRFOM)
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4.8.9. Sagaing Division
4.8.9.1. Airbase in Kalay Myo

SPDC isconstructing an airbase at the site of an old World War 11 airfield, eight
milessouth of KaleMyoin Sagaing Divison. Themilitary has confiscated the poor
locd farmers farmlandssurrounding theold airfield and ordered thefarmersto destroy
their paddy fields.

The local people -- one member from each household -- are also forced to
contribute volunteer labor for the airbase construction. 1n December 1997, the
military forced over 3,500 villagers -- including 2,000 from Htaunkkyant Village,
500fromKyarbinVillage, and 400 from Thayargon Village -- to contributevol unteer
labor intheairbase construction work.

Furthermore, over 100 inmates from the Ngwetaung and Phasaung rock quarry
work camps, which were opened |ast year, area so recruited towork at theairbase,
saidthelocals. (Source; HRDU)

4.8.10. Shan State

4.8.10.1. Forced Labor in Lankhur township

Since mid-November 1996, SL ORC/SPDC IB. 99 and L1B. 525 had been forced
peoplein Lankhur township, Shan State, to split stonesfor the construction of 18-
mile-long Langkhur-Wan Hart motor road, 20-mile-long Wan Hart- Zalawng motor
road, 20-mile-long Zalawng-Sop Taeng motor road, 15-mile-long Wan Hart-
Mawkmai road and 20-mile-long Mawkmai-Sai Khaoroad, al in Lankhur township.
Each person from every houseinthefour villagetractsin Wan Hart areahad to go
andwork every day. Any housewhichfailed to provide aworker had to pay 200
kyatsfor oneday asafine.

Wan Tang, PhaL.ong Nar Lin, Loi Sur and Kao Kong villagesin Wan Taeng village
tract; wan Hart, Mark Keng Mon, LaYoi, Kub Keng, Nam Mon, Ten Put, Ho Kun,
Ho Taand Sawng K evillagesfrom Wan Hart village tract; NaKong, Lao Main
Hung, Khum Oot, Keng Yai, Ter Niu, Nam Sai, Ho Nar Tai and Kun Kharnvillages
inNar Kong villagetract; Mark Oon Lao, Harng Long Mong, Nar Mot, Nar Wawn
Wan Mong, Wan Ern, Ter Long, Hart Sai Long, Ter HaYurng, Parng Long and
Mark Pin Warn villagesin Mark Oon Lao villagetracts, altogether about 2,500
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people of Shan Statewereforced towork every day. Civiliansfrom other region
werealso reportedly forced to providelabor for the construction projectsin their
region. Each househad to make 3-4 pilesof gravel. Each pilewassix feet square
wideand onefoot high. Housewith fewer family membershad to work until they
finished at | east three piles, and houses with more memberswith more peoplehad to
finishfour pilesaday. They had to providetheir ownfood and many peoplefrom
villageswhich were 7-8 milesaway from thework sites, like Kun Kharnvillage,
could not walk there every day, so they had to deep near the sitesunder makeshift
huts. SLORC/SPDC soldiersprovided 400 kyats every ten personsto buy athree-
pound hammer for usein splitting rocks, but such ahammer was nowhereto be
foundinthearea. Thuspeoplejust had to bring their own axesand toolstowork
with.

Since January 1997, peoplein Larngkhur township, Shan State have been ordered
to split rocksto pave the motor road to Wan Hart. Eventhecivil servantsare not
spared. Each person hasto finish seven pitches (enough to pave aten-foot-square
area) and anyonewho could not go had to pay 300 kyatsfor onepitch. People had
to stay overnight and work at thesiteuntil they finishtheir quotas. Villagersof Wan
Nawng Long had to providetwo bicyclesand ataperecorder to thetroopsoverseeing
thework sites. (Source: SH.A.N)

4.8.10.2. Forced Labor in Murngpyak

Sincethebeginning of 1997, civilian populationinadl villagetractsin Murngpyak has
been forced to work for the SLORC/SPDC army without pay. They haveto build
military camps, dig trenches, build roads, makelamp post etc,. The SLORC/SPDC
troopsissued an order that anyonewho failsto perform his portion of work would
be punished harshly. The people had amost notimeto earn their living. (Source:
HRF)

4.8.10.3. Forced Labor in Kunhing

OnJuly 4, 1997, SLORC/SPDC troops under the Division 44 led by Major Aung
Zaw Htunforced thevillagerswho had been forced to relocatein Kunhingin 1997
towork for thearmy without any payment. The malevillagershad to cut bamboo
and build four layersof fencesaround the military camp and had to dig trenches,
about two yards deep and oneyard wide, between thelayersof thefences. Onthe
way to the gate of the camp, they wereforced to build 2-3 checkpointsof whichthe
outer oneswere manned by People Militiaand theinner one by the SLORC/SPDC
troops. Every threehours, thevillagershad to report thearmy about thearmed Shan
soldiers; evenif therewasno one, they still had to report about it, all day and all
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night. (Source: SHRF)

4.8.10.4. Forced Labor in Murngpan

SinceMarch 1997, peoplein Murngpan townshipin Shan State have been working
on road congtruction sites between Marngpan and Kan Kanvillage. Villagersinthe
areahaveto take turns so that the work continues every day; anyonewhofailsto
take histurn hasto pay 500 kyatsfor each day. Thework ismostly gathering rocks
and stonesto theroadsides. Thevillagersreceive nowagesfor their labor and have
to providetheir ownfood.

Tolagyi- mini tractorswith trailers— also have to take turnsto serve at the two
military baseevery day; twotolagyisat LI1B. 332baseandtwotolagyisat LIB. 520.
During the daytime, they haveto carry stones, sand, bathing water for the troops,
andinthe evening, they haveto run the el ectric generatorsto provideelectricity for
themilitary bases. SL ORC/SPDC troopsgiveneither fuel nor money tothe owner,
but fine’5,000 Kyatsfrom anyonewhofailsto providetheforcibleservice. (Source:
HRF)

4.8.10.5. Forced Labor in Larngkhur and Murngpan

Since October 1997, peoplein Larngkhur and Murngpan townshipsin Shan State
have been forced to split rocksinto gravel at aplace between Murngpan and Ta
Sarong, one of the Salween river crossing points, by the commander of SLORC/
SPDCIB. 6. Thirty peoplefrom each township haveto work together for five days
at atime after which another group of 30 hasto taketheir place and continuethe
work. They not only haveto work without pay but also haveto providetheir own
food andtools. Thetroopsappoint some peopleto monitor the road construction.
Though thetroops have said that the gravel isto be used to pavethe Murngpan-Ta
Sarng road, but when thereisenough gravel to beloaded on about fivetrucks, they
take them down to some big citiesin Burma (other than Shan State) to be sold,
mostly to the Chinese who are building houses. It issaid that caseslikethisare
happening in severa other townshipslike Murngnai, Namzarng, Kunhing, Loilem,
Laikhaand Murng Kerng. (Source: SHRF)

4.8.10.6. Forced to guard road near Thai border in Murngton

On May 5, 1997, SLORC/SPDC Magjor Shwe Myint from IB. 65 ordered the
villagersinthe Murngton and Murngsart areain Shan Stateto make hutsat regular
intervalsalong the road from Murngton to BP1 (the Thal border crossing point at
Nawng Ook). Four peopleat atime had to take guardin each hut for aday and a
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night at atime. They hadto report if they saw any SURA troops crossing theroad
or entering thearea. If they failed toreport this, they would be punished, SLORC/
SPDC said. (Source: SHRF)

4.9.

Individual Incidents in 1997

Sincemid-November 1996, SLORC IB. 99 and LIB. 525 had forced people
in Lankhur township, Shan State, to split stonesfor the construction of 18-mile-
long Langkhur-Wan Hart motor road, 20-mile-long Wan Hart- Zal awng motor
road, 20-mile-long Zalawng-Sop Taeng motor road, 15-mile-long Wan Hart-
Mawkmai road and 20-mile-long Mawkmai-Sai Khao road, al in Lankhur
township. Each personfromevery houseinthefour villagetractsin Wan Hart
areahadto goand work every day. Any housewhichfailedto provideaworker
had to pay 200 kyatsfor one day asafine.

Wan Tang, PhaLong Nar Lin, Loi Sur and Kao Kong villagesin Wan Taeng
villagetract; wan Hart, Mark Keng Mon, LaYoi, Kub Keng, Nam Mon, Ten
Put, Ho Kun, Ho Taand Sawng Kevillagesfrom Wan Hart village tract; Na
Kong, Lao Main Hung, Khum Oot, Keng Yai, Ter Niu, Nam Sai, Ho Nar Tai
and Kun Kharnvillagesin Nar Kong villagetract; Mark Oon Lao, Harng Long
Mong, Nar Mot, Nar Wawn Wan Mong, Wan Ern, Ter Long, Hart Sai Long,
Ter HaYurng, Parng Long and Mark PinWarnvillagesinMark Oon Laovillage
tracts, altogether about 2,500 peoplewereforced towork every day. Civilians
from other regionwerea so reportedly forced to providelabor for the congtruction
intheir region. Each house had to make 3-4 pilesof gravel. Each pilewassix
squarefeet wide and onefoot high. Houseswith fewer family membershad to
work until they finished at |east three piles, and houseswith more membershad
tofinishfour pilesaday. They hadto providetheir ownfood and many people
fromvillageswhich were 7-8 milesaway from thework sites, like Kun Kharn
village, could not walk there every day, so they had to deep near the sitesunder
makeshift huts. SLORC soldiersprovided 400 kyatsfor every ten personsto
buy a3-1b. hammer to usefor splitting rocks, but ahammer likethat isnowhere
tobefoundinthearea. Thuspeoplejust hadto bring their own axesandtools
towork with.

On 28 December 1996, U Khin Latt, President of Tun Zantownshipin Chin
State of SLORC came under the order of Phalam-based SL ORC regiment 268
and Tetain-based regiment 269, to build 100 mileslong road Connecting Kale
Town and Phalam Town. Hethen passed the order tothevillagesviz., Ha Tuu,

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU 181

Tui Ton, Tan Twon, Phon Tong and Phai Tun which happenedto exist dongthe
projected road to send aperson per household for the construction. The people
whoarelivingindl thecoloniesof TunZantownship area soincluded to provide
free Labor for thesame. Most of them arelocd ethnic Chin nationdities. Under
the dead-cold weather severed by freezing winds at the mountainous site,
inexperienced road buildersareforced to carry rocksand dig theground. Besides,
they havetowork at their own expenses. Some of them even do not haverice
toedat. Therefore, they survivewith boiled maizetowork at theroad construction
ste. Therocksarebeng collected from thethree-hoursaway Manipur Streams.
Each household is ordered to dig six ditches of 10 x 10 x 1 foot big. The
congtructionisstill goingontill date. The completion of the project isscheduled
inApril. Therefore, people of that areaare not even allowed to go to harvest
their fields. A group of 300 peoplein 6 groupsworksfor the constructionin
rotation. Studentsunder 16 yearsold, threefemale and two mal eteachers of
No0.8, No.9 and No.10 of Tun Zan Township State High School area so ordered
to providefree Labor for the construction. The question remainsunanswered
withregardsto whomtheroad will benefit. According tothelocal inhabitantsof
theprojected regions, theroad surely will benefit thearmy for better communication
whichwill help hunt down dissidentswho are operating inthearea. (Source:
AB3L)

* A villager who escaped from Burmasaid hewasamong 150 villagersrounded
up each week by the Burmese military to work without food or pay at amarine
national park on Lampi Idand, off Burma ssouthern coast. About 400 Burmese
prisonersalso are used asforced labor inthe project, The marine park isone of
two environmentd projectsthe Burmesegovernment isdevelopingintheMergui
Archipelago, achain of about 800 idandsinthe Andaman Sea. Theother isthe
Myinmolekat Nature Reserve. 80,000 villagersontheidandshavebeenforcibly
relocated to make way for the parks. There are reports that villagers who
protested werekilled. Soldierskilled 40 villagersand arrested 200 on Lampi
Island at the beginning of 1997. (Source: ABSDF)

® SinceJanuary 1997, peoplein Larngkhur township, Shan State havebeen ordered
to split rocksto pavethe motor road to Wan Hart. Even civil servantsare not
gpared. Each person hasto finish seven pitches (enough to paveten foot-square
ared) and anyone who cannot go hasto pay 300 kyatsfor one pitch. People
haveto stay overnight and work at thesiteuntil they finishtheir quotas. Villagers
of Wan Nawng Long haveto providetwo bicyclesand ataperecorder to the
troopsoverseeing thework sites. (Source: SH.A.N)
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On February 1, 1997 Township Law and Order Restoration Council chairman
of Leshi township, Sagaing division, Nagahill tract U MyaHan sent aletter to
thecommander of 222 BurmaRegiment mobilecolumn Mg or Aung Swe Ooto
call civilian portersto carry ration for 1000 soldiers. Therefore Major Aung
SweOo ordered thevillagersfrom thefollowing villagesto cometo L eshi town
without failure.

Nameof thevillage Number of porters
1. Summravillage 130
2. Kuki village 125
3. Phontharet village 85
4. Pansat village 115
5. Ngachan village 100
6. Kokailong village 108

These portershaveto carry ration from Leshi to the placeswherethe soldiers
aredeployed insde Leshi township. But asthereisno car road between Leshi
and Summraand it takestwo daysto do thejob. Thevillageswereinformed
that they would not get any wagesand for food they haveto arrange by themsdves
fromtheir homes. Villagersarebusy at hill-side cultivation at the moment and
duetothat thevillage chiefsrequested thearmy to reducethe number of porters.
But Mg. Aung SweOorepliedthat if thevillagerscould not fulfill the number of
portersthat had been asked, the villagerswould haveto supply ration for 1000
soldiers. Thusthey hadto send their full quotaof porterstothesaid place. Due
tothisforced porteragethevillagersfromrespectivevillageshad to leave Summer
season hillside cultivation. (Source: ABDF-WB)

In February, 1997, SLORC IB. 34 ordered four Karen villages of Shazzbo,
Zeebyergon and Tawgoo in Pyinmanadistrict, Karen Stateto send 25 men per

month to serveasporters. Inaddition, thetroopsforcibly demanded 1,000 to
2,000 kyatsfrom each household. (Source: KIC)

OnFebruary 16, 1997, soldiersfrom LIB. 431 and I B. 104 drafted 30 villagers
from Pyatha Chaung , Karen State as porters, 25 people whom werewomen,
following aclash with KNU troopsnear thevillage. The porterswereordered
tocarry thesoldiers’ backpacks, and thewomen towash the soldiers’ clothes
and cook for them during thefighting an d marching. SLORC troop a so draft
another batch of porters between Pyatha Chaung and Phaungdaw village,
comprising 10 women and a60 yearsold Karen man. (Source: ABSDF)
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®*  FromMarch15toApril 10, 1997, the operation command No.3 of the SLORC
southern commeand had been sending ammunition and food suppliesfrom Toungoo
to Nor Soe, afront linecamp every day. Thetroops seized morethan 2,000
civilians, including children, women and theaged, fromvillagesonthe plainsas
well asinthehills, and forced themto carry ammunition and suppliesto Nor Soe
and other front-line camps. 1n addition to being used as beasts of burden, the
civilianswere also used asmine sweepers. (Source: KIC)

® InMarch, troopsfrom Division 77 demanded 70 portersfrom each villagein
Shwekyin areaof Nyaung Lay Bindistrict, Karen State. If avillager could not
supply enough, they forcibly seized thevillagers, including women and children.
(Source: KIC)

® OnMarch17,1997, SLORCIB. 35sezed severd villagers, including women
and childrenfrom Baw Gali villageand Gaw Thedoevillagein Toungoo digtrict,
Karen State. Troopsforced them to serve as portersand min-sweepers. On
March 18, awoman, Naw Kreh-kre, aged 29, of Gaw Thedoe village was
seriously wounded by aland minein Thakwe Soebu Hsakhi area. OnMarch
25, 1997, SLORC IB. 26 seized and forcibly took away 105 villagers for
porteragefrom Mee Daing daw village, Nyaung Lay Bin district, Karen State.
(Source: KIC)

® OnMarch 30, 1997, troopsfrom IB. 39 forcibly seized and took away 186
people, including four women, of MaeDaing Daw village, Nyaung Lay Bedidtrict,
Karen State, for porterage. (Source: KIC)

® Duringthefirst fortnight of May 1997, the SLORC Division 33 conscripted at
random atota of morethan 5,000 civiliansfromthetownsand villagesin Yebyu,
Tavoy, Launglon and Thayet Chaung townshipsin Tenasserim Divison asfront-
line portersfor itsover 2,000 troopsfrom Division 33 to continuethe offensive
operation against the KNU and the ABSDF. (Source: MIS)

* OnMay 12,1997, villagesin Kyaukkyi township, Pegu Divison were ordered
to send forced laborersfor work inmilitary basesof IB. 60and LIB. 351inthe
township. Between 15to 30 laborers, both male and female, depending onthe
sizeof village, wereordered to go and work at themilitary baseswithout pay. If
avillagefailedto providethelaborer quota, it wasrequired to pay 600 kyats per
person. These people had to work three dayswith their own food and toolsat
theroad congtruction, digging rock, and doing other anima husbandry agricultura
projectsof themilitary bases. (Source: HRDU)
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* BetweenMay 16-30, 1997, SLORC Division 66 recruited at random atotal of
morethan 2,000 civiliansfrom Tavoy, Tenasserim asporters. Out of the 2,000
recruited persons, only those who could pay aransom of 8,000to 12,000 kyats
tothemilitary werereleased. (Source: MIS)

* |InMay, 1997, SLORCIB. 45and LIB. 333 ordered Ban Kong villagegroupin
Mung Hsat township, Shan State, to build roadsand bridgesgoingto dl military
campsstationed at theborder. “Everybody isforced to givelabor without fail,”
saidtheorder. All thework wasto befinishedin August, 1997. Fearing the
punishment, the villagershad to obey the order and did what the soldiersasked
themtodo. Indoingthelabor, no money or evenfood wasgiventothem. They
had to bring along food and working tool swith them. (Source: LPHRC)

¢ SinceMay 1997, 4, the Township LORCsin Tavoy, Thayetchaung and Launglon
have continuously been requiring morethan 270 villages of thethreetownships
to perform around-the-clock duty of watching against armed group. Based on
their population and number of households, thevillagesarerequiredto provide
12 to 36 people each per day to be on duty. The villagers have to keep the
SL ORC constantly informed of the situation concerning thearmed groups. To
perform the duty, householdsin each village haveto provide peopleinturns
rotated continually. Any housewhich cannot provide peopleat itsduty shiftis
subjected to afine of 300 to 500 kyats per day, or to do other hard labor for
threetofivedays. (Source: MIS)

®*  OnJune8, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom Murngpan-based LIB. 520, led by Mgor
Thanmaung, arrested thefollowing 17 villagersat Ter Hung village, TonHoong
tract, Murngnai township. They werelLoong KangKya, 52 (2) Sai Lao, 27, (3)
Sal Pan,22 (4) Sai Tong,31 (5) Sai Kaw Li Ya, 37 (6) Sai Suzata, 24(7) Sai Wa
Ling, 32 (8) Sa TaeZa, 19(9) Sai Nung, 20 (10) Sai Sawya,17 (11) Nang Poi,
38(12) Nang HlaKhin, 27 (13) Nang Seng Hawm, 22 (14) Nang Thun Nag,21
(15) Nang Seng Zing, 19 (16) Nang Thuay, 18 (17) Nang Si Non, 17. They
wereforced to carry military thingsfrom Zkaeng Tawng areaall the way to
Murngpan. Whenthey reached Murngpan, thesoldierslet theninemaevillagers
go and deep inthetown whilethey detained the seven women and the headman
Loong Kang Nyaat their base. Thewomen were gang-raped al night and told
toreturntotheir villageand moveto anew place. (Source: SHRF)

® InTavoy digrict, Tenasserim Divison, forced |abor for military purposeiswidely
used by SLORC. From Taung ThoneL one, 24 menwereordered to porter for
10-day periods. Two peoplewererequired from each section. InHein Da, 18
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menwereordered for the samework, two men from each section. If thevillage
cannot provide enough porters, it isfined 2000 kyatsfor each absent porter.
Thismoney isgivento the LORC village chairman, whichisthenitispassed on
to the SLORC army commander. In addition, porter feesare collected from
each housein Taung ThoneLoneand Hein Da. Thefeesrange between 200to
300 kyats and are paid to the LORC village chairman. Finally, on June 15,
1997, twenty-five KNU soldiersfrom the Fourth Brigade, Tenth Battalion,
Second Company surrendered to the SLORC. On June 16, General Maung
Ayearrivedto Taung ThoneL onevillageto preside over awe coming ceremony.
He gavethetwenty-five soldiersawel coming gift of 500,000 kyats. However,
according to Taung Thone Lonevillagerswho later escaped to the Thai-Burma
border, the money did not comefrom thetreasury of the SLORC. Instead, it
was collected from businessmen and ordinary villagers. (Source: KNU)

* Humanrightsviolations by the SLORC troopsof LB. 102, LB. 261 andLIB.
426 continued in Karenni State. Troops have been forcing hundreds of local
people of Mawchee township, and prisonersfrom different parts of Burmato
act asporterswithout payment sincethe end of July 1997. About one hundred
villagersof DeeMaw Sotown, DeeMaw So Township, werearrested and tied
up, and then trucked to Pasaung town. Thosewho were seized wereforced to
carry suppliesand ammunition from Pasaung town to theareawherethey have
been operating military offensive against innocent Karenni people. Many of
thoseforced to act asporters have been subjected to torture and ill-treatment i f
they could not carry loads of suppliesand ammunition. Otherswhowereseized
asporterswereextrgjudicialy killedif they attempted to escape or wereenable
to carry their loads. Those who were seriously sick were |eft to die beside
roads.

®* OnJune28, 1997, 17 villagerswere seized by SL ORC troopsat the village of
Ho Thi, Laikha township, Shan State. The villagers were forced to carry
ammunition and other military equipment. (Source: UN report)

® OnJduly4, 1997, SLORC troopsunder Division44led by Major Aung Zaw
Htun forced thevillagerswho had been forced to rel ocate in Kunhing township,
Shan Statein 1997, towork for thearmy without any payment. Themaevillagers
had to cut bamboo and build four layers of fencesaround the military camp, as
well asdig trenches between thelayers of fences. (Source: UN report)

®  OnJuly 13,1997, dl thevillagersfrom Huayphak and Chaungchi areasinMon
Statewereforced to build aroad from Huayphak to Chaungchi. Somevillagers
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from Chaungchi were al so forced to build aroad from Seik Mon to Murngtaing.
(Source: HRFOM)

® OnJduly 17,1997, SLORC troopsfromLIB. 351 and IB. 60 cameto Aung Soe
Moevillagein Kyaukkyi township, Pegu Division and arrested thevillagersat
random. All villagersarrested weretaken to the military base and asked 6,000
kyatsfor their release by thetroops. OnJuly 21, thevillage had to pay 12,0000
kyatsasransom for 20 mothersof children. (Source: HRDU)

® InJuly 1997, troops, led by Tint Lwin Oo, from SLORC IB. 55 cameto Ber-
gor-doein Taungoo didtrict, Karen Stateand ateaswell asdestroyedthevillager’'s
livestock and food supply. They seized all women in Kee-pla-doe and Cor-
say-ko villages, including young girlsand nursing mothers, and forced themto
carry suppliesto Koe-mor-doevillageon July 27, 1997. (Source: KIC)

¢ During early and mid-July, SLORC troopsordered the villagerswho had been
relocated aong theroad from KaL i and around K unhing town to cut thousands
of bamboo, weave 100,000 sheetsof thatch for roofing, cut hardwood to use as
posts and build new military bases at Kunhing and KaLi, Shan State. The
villagersarenot alowed to take any food with themto prevent them from giving
food to membersof theresistance. They wereinstead instructed to eat to their
full beforethey wenttowork all day. All thericeand paddy whichthevillagers
had managed to bring from their old villageswere confiscated and kept at the
military bases, and rationed back to them onceaweek, but not their good nutritious
rice. Thesoldierstook thevillagers' ricefor themselvesand rationed out poor
quality ricefromtheir supplies. (Source: SH.A.N)

®* OnAugust9, 1997, troopsfromLIB. 701 seized 90 villagers, includingwomen
and children, from Baw Galeet and Gor Theh Doevillagein Toungoo district,
Karen State, and forced them to carry suppliesto BuHasKeevillage onthe
next day. (Source: KIC)

®  Onepersonfromeach household of every ward in Matupi township, Chin State
were ordered to do unpaid labor in Matupi-Mintut motor road construction
sinceAugust 1997. Every household that failsto providethe quotahaveto pay
500 kyatsto thelocal SPDC. (Source: FTUB)

® |nSeptember 1997, villagersfrom Seikku, Hsar Mu Taw, Kyauk Twin and Par
ThaYaypyuwereordered to providelabor without any pay, to construct amotor
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road from Phaung Daw to PhaThar Yebyu, Tenasserim Division. (Source: KIC)

On September 21, 1997, Lt. Kyaw Zaw Linfrom IB.25 stationed at Thuka
border gate between Thom PaPunin Thailand and Taung Thonlonin Burma
arrested thetravelersat the gateincluding U San Thein and seven of hisfriends
who were on their way back to Kanbauk, Tenasserim Division. About 30
civilianswere arrested and taken as porterswith themilitary column. U San
Thein and other porters contracted malariaand could not carry on with the
porterage. Lt. Kyaw Zaw Lin beat them up and | eft two of them behind without
medica assstance. Both weretakento anearby villagewhenthevillagersfound
them, but U San Theindied later. (Source: ABSDF)

Since October 12, 1997, SL ORC troops|ed by Major Soe Phyu, commander
of LIB. 515, have ordered the villagerswho had been forced to moveto the
town of Laikhaduring the months of August-September to work without pay.
Each day, 50 men between the age of 18 and 45 haveto go and work along the
Lakha-Murngkerng and Liakha-Pang L ong motor roads. They haveto cut and
clear the shrubson both sides of theroads. 1naddition, they also havetowork
at themilitary basein thetown, clearing the compound, digging trenchesand
building threelayers of fencesaround the base. Thevillagershaveto provide
wood and bamboo for thefences. Moreover, growing green vegetables, chilies,
potatoes and Soyabeansetc., without pay for the SLORC troopsof L1B. 515,
442 and IB. 55 hasbecomearoutinejob for thevillagersin Laikha. (Source:
HRF)

Since October 1997, Tacticad Command (1) Commander Soe Thein hasordered
thecivilian populationin thevillagetracts of Ho Parng and KaLi, Kunghin
township, Shan State, to repair the 26-mile-long motor roads between K ali-
Kunghin-PhaLarng. Inaddition, thevillagershaveto cut and gather fire-wood
for thearmy. Each villagetract hasto provide 1,000 Waa (Waais pi eces of
about 2-feet-long firewood piled up properly into an armspan-wideand armspan-
tall stack). Thefirewood isto be used in constructing a SLORC Pagodain
Kunhing. Thestefor the construction of the pagodaisin Quarter 2, and amost
all theresidencesin the area have been demolished to makeway for the site.
(Source: SHRF)

In October, 1997, to clear the KNU 4th brigade areaand also to build the Bone
Ti to Tavoy motor-road, thefollowing troopsthat were under the command of
Tactical Command 3 of LID. 66 weresentintothearea. LIB.5,LIB.6,1B. 14
arrived Ka-htee-hta village on October 10, 1997. 1B. 205 troopsled by Lt-
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Col. WinHtein arrived at Thukhaborder camp, 1B. 104 troopsled by Lt-Cal.
Thein Htay arrived at Minthamee, Ka-laud-don, Ahmoe border camps. Troops
fromLIB. 202 and IB. 280 under LID. 22 also arrived at that area. Thetotal
strength of these troops was about 1000 and were accompanied by about 500
forced porters. (Source: KIC)

® SPDChasclamedthat civilianswould benolong used as unpaidlaborersinthe
railway construction projectsacrossthe country, andinstead the military soldiers
would be used. However, since November 1997, villagersfrom Kalong Hta,
Oaktayan, Yange, Ayekani, Wonpho, Sanchi and Dudaung villagesin Yebyu
township, Tenasserim Division havebeenforced towork at the Ye-Tavoy railway
congtruction. Betweenfiveto twenty personsfrom each village are conscripted
towork 7-10 daysat the construction sites. Most of thework isrepairing the
ruining railway route, cleaning thewood aong therailway routeand replacing
thedecaying railway piles. Someareforcedtodigtherock for the construction
of therailway. When the local people are unable to go and work asforced
laborers, they haveto find asubstitutefor 300 kyatsper day. Inthe Eindayaza-
Natkyizin section of the Ye-Tavoy railway construction, troopsfrom LIB. 407
led by Battalion Commander Second Lt. Kan Win forced thelocal villagers
from Sinku, Mintha, Kyatkettaw, Phaya Thonesu, and Natkyizin villagesto
provideforced labor. Each forced laborer isrequired to work two days per
week and hasto provideaonefoot high and 10 ft wide pile of gravel or small
rock for the concretewithintotwo. If alaborer failsto providethequota, heis
not alow to go back home. TroopsfromLIB. 407 collect thepilesof gravel and
small rock provided by thelaborersto sell themto the Total oil company. No
money is given to the laborers. In addition to the free labor, the troop also
forcibly usethe 50 bullock cartsfromthevillage every day without pay. (Source:
ABSDF)

® S ORCtroopshave constructed acompound at Thingan Nyinaung whichison
theroad between Myawaddy and Kawkareik in Karen State since November
1997. Thecompoundisabigonewithatal fenceof barbed wireand aminefield
outsde. Thiscompound isto bethe detention compound for the Burmese people
repatriated from Thailand. SLORC isbuilding anew Kawkareik- Myawaddy
road and morethan 20,000 peopleare needed to construct it. So, itisplanned
to usetherepatriated refugeesfrom Thailand in that project asforced |aborers
beforethey are allowed to go back home. Itislearnt that they will beallowed
back homeonly after the construction isfinished. (Source: ABSDF)

® InDecember 1997, peoplein Mai Sert in Shan State were ordered to pay 200-
300 kyats per household for the repairment of the motor road between Mai Sert
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and Mai Pyin, according to the order by thetownship LORC. Inaddition, they
had to provide one person for a week to work as unpaid laborers on the
congtruction. Peoplehad to bring their own food and instruments. They were
also ordered to provide meat for the military guarding the construction of the
road. (Source: WPLHRC)

( Seedsounder “Personal Accounts,” interviews5, 7, 9. 10, 14, 16, 19, 24, 27, 29,
30, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, 50, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61,
62, 63, 64, 65, 67, 71, 73, 74, 76, 77, 79, 81, 82, 83, 87, 88, 89, 90, 92, 93, 95,
96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 and 103)

Prison labor- a prisoner working in prison labor site,
outside Mandalay prison. (Photo by N. Dunlop)

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU

190

(ddNY Ag 010yd) "a1e15 Ueys ‘diysumol suodoH ulalss Joge| pe0.o) 8yl Te Uses suel|IAID

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU 191

Prisoners are used for a
construction of a road along
Mandalay Palace wall in
Mandalay. (Photo by N.
Dunlop)

Civilians wor king on the Rangoon-Mandalay Highway motor road in
Pegu. (photo by N. Dunlop)
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