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2. Arbitrary Detention and Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances

2.1.Background

IN 1997 the SLORC/SPDC continued to use short term arrestsasatactic tointimidate
political activists, atactic employed sincetheir seizure of power in 1988. Arrest of
individua swho opposethe policiesand practicesof themilitary regimein Burmaare
continuing throughout Burma. Hundredsof political activists, most of them members
of theNationa Leaguefor Democracy (NLD), thelargest legal opposition political
party, werearrested in thefirst sx monthsof 1997. But themgjority of these people
were held for brief periods. At least 57 others were sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment. Renewed NLD activity sincetherelease of party leader Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi in 1995, hasbeen matched by increasing repression of party members
by Military Intelligence (MI). These methods of short-term detention and long
sentencesof imprisonment methodsareto represspeaceful politicd activitiesinBurma
Inspite of thefact that from 1992-1995, the authoritiesreleased over 2,000 political
prisoners, therearewell over 1,200 political prisonerscurrently held throughout the
country. Their numbersweregrowingin 1996. Ninety-threeof theseare prisoners
of conscience and hundreds moreare possible prisoners of conscienceaccording to
the Amnesty Internationdl.

Acrossthe country, many civilians particularly those belonging to ethnic minority
groupsare subject to arbitrary detention and enforced labor or many disappeared
after being accused of being sympathizersor supportersof the ethnic armed groups
and sometimes without any solid proof or evidence. The period of detentionis
varied and sometimes|eadsto theinvoluntary disappearance. Inthe courseof arrest
and detention, personsare subject to harsh treatment and torturewhile being denied
accesstovirtualy any formof judicia process.

Thearmy, Tatmadaw, isrespongblefor arbitrary arrestsand detention of civiliansin
rural or remoteareas. Large numbersof security checkpointsare placedinand
around thetowns and citiesof theregion. Military patrolsmovein and out of the
border areasarresting civilianswhen they are soinclined. Theinhabitantsof areas
closeto themobilizing ethnic armed groups, are suspected of being supportersor
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sympathizers of armed groups and are subjected to indiscriminate arbitrary arrest
and mistreatment.

2.2. Human Rights and SLORC/SPDC’s Laws

SLORC/SPDC'suseof itslawsto quash the principles of basic humanrightsin
Burmaislong standing and well established. The SPDC hasenforced lawscurtailing
civil and political freedom and utilized lawsthat alow it to crush any political
opposition. SLORC/SPDC’slawsand regul ations hamper and even criminalize
freedom of thought, information dissemination, associ ation and assembly.

Themost common employed laws banning the demonstration of civil and political

rightshave been the 1923 Governments' Official SecretsAct, the 1950 Emergency
ProvisonsAct, the1957 Unlawful Association Act, the1962 Printers and Publishers

Regidration Law, the 1975 State Protection Law (Law to safeguard the State Against
the Dangers of Those Desiring to Cause Subversive Acts), Law N0.5/96- (Law
Protecting the Peaceful and Systematic Transfer of State Responsibility and the
Successful Performance of the Functions of the National Convention against
Disturbance and Oppositions). Theselawsand ordershaverestricted thecivil and
political rightsof Burmese citizensfor years,; now, with technological advances
available across the globe, new laws have been enacted in order to provide the
SPDC authoritiesadditional legal basesto curtail freedom of expression and the
exchangeof information. A description of someof themost widely-cited lawsappears
below:

The 1950 Emergency ProvisionsAct allowsup to seven yearsimprisonment for any
personwho “ infringesupon theintegrity, health, conduct, and respect of Statemilitary
organizationsand government empl oyees, spreadsfa se newsabout the government,
or disruptsthe morality or the behavior of agroup of people.” Thislaw iswidely
used by the SPDC to sentence political detaineesto long termsof imprisonment.
Thelaw also makesit an offense, punishablewith lifein prison, to “intend to or to
cause sabotageor hinder thesuccessful functioning of the Statemilitary organizations
and crimina invedtigativeorganization.”

Under the 1975 Law to Safeguard the State Against the Dangersof Those Desiring
to Cause Subversive Acts(amendedin 1991), the Council of Ministersisauthorized
under Section 7 of the Law to “ passan order, asmay be necessary, restricting any
fundamental right of aperson if there are reasonsto believethat any citizen has
committed or isabout to commit any act whichinfringes upon the sovereignty and
security of the State or public peaceand tranquility.” Thelaw aso stipul atesin Sections
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13 and 14, thepossibility to continueimposing restraint for “ aperiod nor exceeding
oneyear at atimeupto atotal of fiveyears.” This State protection law has been
applied extensively to suppress peaceful political dissidents: it wasused to detain
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest between July 1989 and July 1995.

The 1957 Unlawful AssociationsAct permitsup to fiveyearsimprisonment for any
person who has been a member of, contributes to, or receives or solicits any
contribution towards any association which* encouragesor aids personsto commit
an act of violenceor intimidation or inwhich the membershabitual ly commit such
acts; or which hasbeen declared unlawful by the President of the Union.” Moreover,
anyone managing or assisting in the management of an unlawful association, or
promoting or assisting in promoting ameeting of such an associ ation can be subjected
tosmilar punishment. A number of organizations, including politica parties, sudent
unions, professiond groups, rigiousassociations, aswel | asarmed opposition groups,
have been declared unlawful under thisAct. ThisAct falsfar short of international
human rightsstandards; itsincompetibility with international standardsisunderlined
by the arbitrary, indiscriminate, and heavy-handed manner inwhichitisapplied,
usualy to suppresspeaceful dissent.

A law issued on June 7, 1996, N0.5/96, all ows prison sentences up to 20 yearsfor
anyonewho expressespolitical viewspublicly. Thislaw, entitled, Protection of the
Stable, Peaceful, and Systematic Transfer of State Responsibility and the Successful
Implementation of Nationa Convention Tasks, FreeFrom Disruption and Oppostion,
prohibits, inter alia, the preparation or dissemination of speechesor statementsthat
underminethe stability of the State or are critical of the SPDC, and prescribesup to
20yearsimprisonment for personsviolating thelaw; organizationstaking part in such
activitiescan bebanned and havetheir fundsand property confiscated. Harassment
of NLD membersand supporterswasfurther stepped up with thelaw.

Under the 1985 Video Law, al videos must be submitted to the Video Censorship
Board, controlled by the SPDC, for scrutiny. Any personinvolved inthe production,
duplication, or distribution of videosare threatened with prisontermsof uptothree
yearsunder thislaw.

Thenew Televisionand Video Act, issued on July 31, 1996, requiresthat: a) foreign
diplomat missions and United Nations agencies obtain permitsto show imported
videosat “public exhibitions.” Government video censorship boardswill havethe
right to ban, censor, or restrict the showing; b) privatevideo operatorsobtain licenses
from the Video Business Supervisory Committeewhichwill beformedin all States
and DivisonsintheUnion of Myanmar: and ¢) al videosboth imported and locally-
produced, be gpproved by the Video Censorship Board. Violatorsof theseprovisions
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aresubject up to threeyearsin prison and/or afineof upto 100,000 kyats. Thenew
law also forbids private transmittersthat are not authorized by the government,
prescribing up to five-year prison termsfor offenders.

Another law entitled “ The Computer Science Development Law”, issued on
September 27, 1996, makesthe unauthorized import, possession, and use of certain
typesof computer equipmentillegal. For example, the unauthorized use of computers
with networking capability ispunishablewith sentence of between 7 and 15 yearsin
prisonand/or afine. A “Myanmar Computer Science Council” will beestablished to
decidewhich computer equipment should berestricted or banned. Accordingtothe
government-controlled newspaper TheNew Light of Myanmar, the punishment will
be prescribed for anyone establishing linkswith acomputer network without prior
permission or who usescomputer networksor information technology for undermining
State security, law and order, national unity, the national economy, national culture,
or who obtainsor transmits State secrets. Membersof unauthorized computer clubs
may, according to reports, be sentenced to aminimum prisonterm of threeyears. A
punishment of between 5 and 10 yearsin prisonisprescribed for anyonewho imports
or exports computer software or information banned by the Myanmar Computer
Science Council.

2.3. Denial of Fair Public Trail

Throughout 1997, the SLORC/SPDC continuesto rule by decree and isnot bound
by any constitutional provisionsproviding for fair publictrailsor any other rights.
Not only havethe people charged under the variouslaw and military decreesbeen
consstently denied fair trialsand the due process of law, but alsothejudicia system
itself hasbeen emasculated over theyears.

Somebasic dueprocessrights, including theright toapublictria andto berepresented
by adefenseattorney aregeneraly respected, except in political casesthat authorities
deem especialy sendtive. Defendantswith political chargesaregivenlittlechanceto
speak during thetrial, let alone present aproper defense. Even wherethey manage
to make astatement, thejudgespay no heedtoit. Prior to being charged, detainees
rarely haveaccesstolegal counsdl or their familiesand political detaineeshaveno
opportunity to obtain release on bail. In most political cases, trialsare held in
courtroomson prison compoundsand are not opentothepublic. Intheseinstances,
defense counsel appearsto serve no purpose other than to provide moral support,
sincereliablereportsindicatethat verdictsaredictated by higher authorities. Political
detainees are held incommunicado for long periods. Even after being charged,
detaineesrarely have benefit of counsdl.
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Political prisonersaredenied theright to hirelawyersfor their defensein most cases.
Eight NLD party members, who were arrested in November 1887,in connection
with NLD leader Aung San Suu Kyi’sorganizational tripsto sometownships, were
not alowed to defend themsel vesin hearings. Asit waslearnt that the casewould be
heard on December 2, 1997, respectivelawyersand family membersof the detainees
from Myayangon township NL D, went to the Insein Prison. But prison officialsdid
not permit thelawyersto defend the NL D membersnor alow thefamily membersto
seethedetainees. Thedecisonwasmadeinan order by “higher authorities’ (Source:
Inside).

2.4.Arrest of NLD nmembers and supporters

2.4.1. February 12 Union Day celebration arrest

On February 12, 1997, the NLD held Union Day celebrationsat Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’shouse, although amilitary barricade prevented at |east half of the guests
fromattending. Inthedaysthat followed, thirteen NL D memberswho had played a
prominent roleat the cel ebrationswere arrested, including Dr. Than Nyein, anNLD
organi zer and coincidentally the brother-in-law of the SPDC’ s Secretary-1 Gen.
KhinNyunt. Dr. Than Nyeinwaslater released, but hismedical licensewasrevoked.
About 80 NL D membersand supportersfrom Pegu Divisonwerearrested ontheir
way to Rangoon. Eleven men and six women membersof NLD from Promewere
arrestedin Tharawaddy train Sation ontheir way to attend the Union Day cel ebration.
Seven NLD members from Prome and Kama, Pegu Division were arrested in
Tharawaddy inthecar heading for Rangoonfor theUnionday. Fifty eight members
from Paungde, Paukkaung, L etpadan, Gyobingauk, Thonse, Prome, Shwedaung,
Nattalin and Okapi township, Pegu Division were also arrested on their way to
Rangoon to attend the cel ebration, total number reached 65. Also arrested ontheir
way to attend werefour NLD membersof Tahitiantownship, Mon State.

2.4.2. May 1990 election anniversary arrest

NLD plannedto celebratetheir e ection victory on May 27, 1990 at Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’scompound. Two hundred MP-elect and 100 party organi zerswereinvited
tothe meeting. Accordingtothe NLD source, intotal 316 people, including 50
MPselect, were detained in advance of themeeting. They were detained asthey
made their way from their homes around the country. Other party leadersfrom
outside Rangoon werewarned not to attempt to travel to the meeting, although they
were apparently not arrested if they complied with the SPDC demand. By June®,
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1997, all of thosewho had been detained wererel eased.

Morethan 300 NL D memberswere arrested in September 1997, asapreemptive
attempt by the authoritiesto prevent aparty congresscommemorating the seventh
anniversary of the NL D victory inthe 1990 election. Those arrested included at
least 60 elected M P and senior party members. Many of the arreststook placein
Manda ay and Sagaing Divisionsasthe NLD memberswere preparing totravel to
Rangoon to attend the congress. In other parts of the country, such as|rrawaddy
Divison and Shan State, Mon Stateand Karen State, dozensof othersweredetained
intheir homesand weretold that they would be arrested if they attempted to goto
Rangoon. (Source: Inside)

243. Case of U Cho Aung Than and others

OnJune 13,1997, five NL D activistsincluding acousin and assistant of Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi were arrested. They were U Ohn Myint, an eighty-year-old NLD
party advisor, Sonny, aphotographer, U Cho Aung Than, acousin and ass stant of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, hissister Daw Nge MaMa Than, and her husband U
Myint Swe. U Ohn Myint wasreleased after questioning, but onthesameday, trade
unionistsU Myo Aung Thant, U Khin Kyaw and hiswife, all membersof theexiled
Free Trade Unionsof Burma(FTUB), were also arrested at Rangoon airport on
arrival from Thailand. The FTUB is not legally recognized in Burma, where
independent trade union activity iscompletely prohibited. 1t wasfoundedin 1991 by
trade union memberswho weredismissed fromtheir jobsand harassed by the SPDC
because of their trade union activities. According tothe FTUB source, thetwo
detained trade unionists had been documenting economic and social hardships,
including thewidespread use of forced labor in Burmaand passing theinformationto
theinternationa trade union movement.

U ChoAungThan Daw NgeMaMa Than
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Myo Aung Thant Khin Kyaw
Myint Swe
Inapressconference on June 27, Lt-Gen.
Khin Nyunt accused the group of having
collaborated with “overseas anti-
government activists and advocates of
degtructionwithinthe country” to bring in
money for theNLD from overseas, andto
smuggle out Daw Aung San SuuKyi’s
video message to outside. Myo Aung
Thant and Khin Kyaw were also

accused of smugglingin explosivesinarice cooker. On August 15, 1997, acourt
inside Insein prison sentenced U Cho Aung Than, Daw NgeMaMaThan, and U
Myint Sweto tenyearsunder the Unlawful AssociationsAct and the 1950 Emergency
ProvisonsAct, section 5(€), which dlowsfor seven yearsof imprisonment for anyone
who* causesor intendsto spread fal se news, knowing beforehanditisuntrue.” Myo
Aung Thant was sentenced to lifeimprisonment for treason.

2.4.4, Arrest of Mayangone NLD nmembers

On the morning of October 28, the NLD attempted to hold a meeting at its
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M ayangone township office on the outskirts of Rangoon. However, the security
forces set up barricades and blocked Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’ssupportersfrom
meetingwith her. Thismeeting had been plannedin order to reorganizetheMayangone
township’s NLD youth wing. A number of them were rounded up and trucked
severa milesaway wherethey werethen released.

Whileattending ameeting, on the night of October 28, Daw May Win Myint, NLD
Divisiona Organizer and Member of Parliament el ect from Mayangonetownship,
wasarrested by Military Intelligence officersafter they had taken documentsfrom
her. Alsoat 10pm, Khin Maung Myint, NLD Central Youth member and Secretary
of Lathatownship, was arrested by acombined force of Military Intelligenceand
other security personnel. Daw San San, the NL D Seikkan township MP elect and
Divisional Vice-chairperson and NL D women’s|eader, was arrested at midnight
after documentsweretakenfromher. At the sametime, Win Win Htay, amember of
theRangoonNL D Youth Divison, wasarrested after security forcesseized documents
fromher. U Soe Myint, the Chairman of the Thaketatownship NLD, wasarrested
at 1am on October 29. Oneand half hourslater, Dr. Than Nyein, an MP-elect from
Kyauktan township, was arrested after acombined group of Military Intelligence
and other security forces has confiscated documentsfrom hishome. U Win Thaung,
the Chairman of theMayangon NL D, was arrested sometimel ater ontheevening of
October 28 or intheearly hoursof October 29. U MyaThaung, whoisthelandlord
of theMayangon NLD office, wasa so arrested at around the sametime.

Noinformationisgiventotheredativesor the head office about thewhereabouts or
hedlth of these peoplethat werearrested. The SPDC authoritiesgavenoinformation
tothe NL D asto why these personswere arrested or where and when they would
besenttotrid. Their family membersaongwiththelawyersweredenied admission
tothecourt on December 10, 1997. Dr. May Win Myint, Dr. Than Nyein, WinWin
Htay, U Soe Myint, U Win Thaung and U Mya Thaung were sentenced to Six years
imprisonment. U Khin Maung Myint was sentenced to eight yearsof both Section 5
(J) and Section 16 (A) of the 1986 Gambling Act. Theauthoritiesdid notinformthe
relaivesor their lawyersof the sentencethey had passed. Daw San Sanwasdetained
under Section 10(a) of the L aw to safeguard the country from peoplewho intend to
disrupt and destroy it. Confirmed sources say she was sentenced to 25 years
imprisonment in early 1998 and now sheisin Insein Prison (Source: Inside).

2.4.5. Arrest of Tamwe township NLD members
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi planned to hold ameeting withthe NLD youthwingin

Tamwetownshipin Rangoon Division on November 5, 1997. However, shewas
barred from|eaving her Rangoon res denceto attend aplanned party meeting. Armed
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security forceswere deployed around and riot police and plain-clothes military
intelligence menweremanning entriestotheNL D’ sofficein Tamwetownship. About
50 members of township NL D women branch and youth wing, Tamwe township
whowere present at the NL D officewerearrested. They weretemporarily detained

and rel eased | ater.

MPsCurrently Under Dentention (all NLD)*

Name State/ Dtae of Prison Sentenceand

Divison Imprisonment | Remarks
U OhnKyaing Mandday 7.9.1990( 17 years
UWinHlang Mandday | 24.10.1990(10years, dismissedasMp
U NaingNaing Rangoon 25.10.1990 | 10years, dismissed asMp
U MyaWin [rrawaddy -.10.1990 | 25 years, dismissed asMp
Dr. Zaw Myint [rrawaddy -.10.1990 | 25 years, dismissed asMp
UHlaTun Rangoon -.10.1990 | 25 years, dismissed asMp
Dr. Myint Naing Sagaing -.10.1990 | 25 years, dismissed asMp
UTinAungAung Mandday -.11.1990| 25 years, dismissed asMp
Dr. Zaw Myint Aung Mandday -.11.1990| 32 years, dismissed asMp
U Saw Win Magwe 1991 [ 11 years, dismissedasMp
U SeinHIaOo Rangoon 1.5.1992 |7 years, dismissedasMp
U Khin Maung Swe Rangoon 1.5.1992 |7 years, dismissed asMp
U Kyi Myint Rangoon 11.8.1993| 20 years, dismissed asMp
U Kyaw Min [rrawaddy 21.5.1996 | Not sentenced, dismissed

asMP
U SoeThein (aka Pegu 21.5.1996 | Not sentenced, dismissed
Maung Wuntha) asMP
U Do Htaung Sagang -.5.1996 | 7 years
U KhunMyint Tun Mon -.5.1996 | 7 years
U Kyaw Khin Shan 3.6.1996 [ 10 years
Dr. AungKhin Sint Rangoon 23.7.1996 | 12 years
UHIlaMin Tenasserim | 19.11.1996 | 7 years
U Saw Oo Reh Kayah 29.11.1996 | 10 years
Dr. ThanAung Rangoon 21.2.1997|-
U TheinZan Magwe 24.2.1997 | Not sentenced, dismissed
asMp

U Nyunt Hlaing Magwe 24.2.1997 | Not sentenced
U Saw Lwin [rrawaddy -.2.1997 | 2years
Dr.HlaWin [rrawaddy -.2.1997|-
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Name State/ Dtaeof Prison Sentenceand
Divigon  |Impisonmant| Remarks

Daw San San Rangoon |28.10.1997| 25 years

Dr. ThanNyein Rangoon |10.12.1997| 7 years

Dr. May Win Myint Rangoon |10.12.1997| 7 years

Daw Nan Khin Htwe Karen 10.2.1998| 3years

Myint

Dr. Myo Nyunt [rrawaddy - 7years

U HlaMyint [rrawaddy - -

U MinSwe [rrawaddy - 3years

U HsanMyint [rrawaddy - -

UTinAung [rrawaddy - -

Dr. TinMinHtut [rrawaddy - -

U Kyaw Myint [rrawaddy - -

UKyinThen Karen - 7years

U Chit Htwe Magwe - DismissedasMP
U Kyaw Tin Magwe - -

Dr. AyeZan Mon - -

U Maung Maung L att Rangoon - -

(akaDr. Hlaing Ni)

Source: ABSDF * The table includes only those MPswho are still
under dentention. It does not include those who
have been detained and subsequently release.

2.5. Announcement of sentence  commutation  and

remission

On December 1, 1997, the SPDC issued an order No. 1/97 regarding Commutation
and Remission of Sentences. Accordingtothe Order, “ Inrespect of citizen prisoners
undergoing death sentence, imprisonment or a term of an unlimited period,
transportation for life or imprisonment for aterm exceeding 10 yearsunder order
passed by acivil court, military court or military tribunal, the respective sentences
whichthey areundergoing shal becommuted and remitted.” Theorder said prisoners
undergoing the desth sentence woul d be commuted to trangportation (imprisonment
for aterm of 20 years); prisonersundergoing sentencesranging fromaterm exceeding
20 yearsto imprisonment for aterm of an unlimited period to imprisonment for a
term of 15 years; prisoners undergoing sentences of transportation or life to
imprisonment for aterm of 10 yearsand prisoners undergoing sentencesranging
from aterm exceeding 10 yearsof aterm of 20 yearsaccording to each offenceto
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imprisonment for aterm of 10 years.

However, prisonerswho are now serving prison sentencesof 10 yearsor under, are
not affected by thiscommutation and remission of sentences, andthey aretill being
treated unjustly and brutally by theauthorities.

All of the political prisonersinthefollowing list werearrested on June 18, 1989,and
sentenced by variouscourtson November 6, 1989. Somewereoriginally sentenced
to 7 years/ 10 yearsimprisonment respectively. Someof themweregivenremission
of sentencesand commutation to 10 years' imprisonment according to the Order
No (11/92) and Order No. (1/93). They had beentold they would bereleased on
March 23,1997, but are still being kept under detention. They weregiven extended
sentence by theprisonlaw injail. Thoughtheir sentencesareover, they are till
being kept in prisonswithout any proper reason. All of themarepolitical prisoners
and someincluding a 70-year-old woman have been suffering from tuberculosis,
caughtinprisons. Ontheday of their release, asinformed by the prison authorities,
their familiesand relativeswaited for them at the gate of eachjail, but were ordered
to go back by authoritieswithout being given any reason. Sincethey werearrested,
thesepalitical prisonershave not been given any legal right to defend themsel ves,
and they have been kept under unlawful detentionwithout any legd protection (Source:
DPNS).

1. KoTheinZaw Tharawaddy Jail
2. KoThet Khaing InsainJall

3. Ko Kyaw Oo Nyo Tharawaddy Jail
4. KoZaw Zaw Aung Tharawaddy Jail
5. KoWinKoKo Tharawaddy Jail
6. Ko ShweAung Than Tharawaddy Jail
7. UAungPeThu Tharawaddy Jail
8. UAung Than Tharawaddy Jail
9. UYeWin Tharawaddy Jail
10.UBo Sein Mandday Jail
11. UKhinMaung Yin Tharawaddy Jail
12. Ko Aung Chit Mandday Jail
13. KoAungMyint Tun InsainJall

14. Ko Myo Kyi Tharawaddy Jail
15.UTinAung InsainJall

16. KoMoeWin InseinJall
17.UWinKyi Tharawaddy Jail
18. Daw Kyi Kyi InsainJall

19. MaKhinHninYe InseinJall
20.MaDon InseinJall
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Thefollowing ared| politica prisonerswhose sentencesareaready over according
to the Order No (11/92) and Order No (1/93) and normal remissions under the
prison act but aretill being kept under detentioninvariousjailsinBurma. According
totheprison act, thereare, normally, 3 classesof remissionfor any prisoner. These
areA class(twiceayear and 41 daysfor onetime), B class (twiceayear and 32
daysfor onetime) and C class (twiceayear and 23 daysfor onetime). Unlessa
prisoner violatesany prisonrule, he/shehasaright to be granted thenorma remission
from his/ her origina sentenceasfollows:

- inthefirst year of sentence, B classtwotimesand C classtwotimes
(totally 110 days).
-inthefollowing years, A classtwo timesper year (82 days).

In Tharawaddy Jail

1. KoYeWin 22. Khaing Pyi Soe

2. KoTheinZaw 23. U ThanKyaw

3. KoMyoKyi 24. KoKyaw Dun

4, KoZaw Zaw Aung 25. U PyuMaung

5. KO Kyaw Oo Nyo 26. U Kaung Kyaw Zan

6. KowWinKoKo 27. U Kyaw San Maung

7. UWinKyi 28. KoKyaw MinnYu

8. UAung Than (akaJimmy)

9. UAungPeThu 29. KoMinNaing Tun

10. Ko Kyaw Swe 30. Ko Kyaw Oo

11. KoKhinMaung Lay 31. KoAungMoe

12. Ko Htay Kywe 32. Ko San Myint Aye

13. Ko Shwe Aung Than 33. KoZaw LinnAung

14. Ko Aung Kyaw Sein 34. Ko Aung Kyaw Moe

15. KoKhinZaw Oo 35. KoAung Than

16. KoMyaWin 36. KoMoeKyaw Thu

17. U Saw Win 37. KoMaungMaung Thin

18. UTinAungAung 38. KoKhinzZaw

19. U PiteKo 39. U Ohn Than

20. UTinAye 40. KoZay Ya

21. Ko Thar Dun Aung 41. KoMyint Sein
Insein prison

1. KoRicky Than 9. Daw Kyi Kyi

2. KoRichard 10. Ko Thet Khaing
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Ko Than Myint Shwe 11. UTinAung
U Khaing Soe 12. U Maung Lay
U TunWin 13. UWinTin
Ko MoeWin 14. Ko Paw Oo Tun
Ko Phu Thit (akaKo Aung Myint Tun)15. MaKhinHninYe
MaDon
Mandalay prison
Ko Aung Chit 3. Ko SanAung
UBo Sein
Taungoo prison
1. KoWinMyint Naing
Myingyan prison
Ko Bo Bo Oo 3. KoKhinMaungYin
Ko Thet Tun
Thayet prison
Ko Ko Gyi 5. Saw Thomas
Ko BoKyi 6. BoThaKhu
Ko Nyo Tun 7. BoThaGaung
Ko Nyein Chan (akaNyi PulLay)

List of NLD members arrested

On January 18, it was announced that twenty people, including 14 NLD
members, had a so been sentenced to seven years' imprisonment (Source:
Al).

In January the SPDC announced that 14 people, including five NLD
members, were sentenced to seven years imprisonment for involvementin
student-led protest in December 1996. They were sentenced on January
27 a thelnsein Township Court under the provisonsof the 1950 Emergency
ProvisonsAct after being“ found guilty of agitation and throwing rocksat
security personne during the student unrest last December.” (Source: Al)
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2.6.3.

2.6.4.

2.6.5.

2.6.6.

2.6.7.

2.6.8.

2.6.9.

OnFebruary 11, 1997, deven maeand six femaeNL D members|eft Prome
by trainto attend the NL D Union Day in Rangoon. Whenthetrain stopped
at Tharawaddy station, soldiersand policemen, arrested fifteen of theNLD
members: two women were not arrested. The group wastaken by car to
the quarters of the 35" Regiment. The four women arrested were Daw
Myint Myint Khin, Daw TinHIaing, Daw Than Than Nu, and Daw AyeMya
San. Themenwere Aung Myint, U Myo Thein, U Aung Myo Myint, U
ShweThein, U Myint Than, U Paik Tin, U Myint Htwe, U Chit Tin, U Win
Naing, U Aung TheinWin, and U Thein Zaw. (Source: SAIN)

Seven people who had come from Prome and Kamaby car to attend the
NLD Union Day on February 12, 1997, were also arrested in Tharawaddy.
(Source: SAIN)

Fifty eight otherswere arrested ontheir way to attend the NLD Union Day
including, U Aye Than and U Ohn Naing, NLD Members of Parliament-
elect for Paungde; U Khin Maung Myint, Secretary of Paukaung township;
U Min Aung of Letpadan, NLD members; U Tin Myint, Deputy Chairman
of Gyobingauk township; U Ohn, Thonze NL D members, Soe Tin Oo, Prome
NLD youth members; Daw Tin Tin Hla, Daw San Yee and Daw San San
Myint, membersof Shwedaung NLD front; Daw Sein Sein, MaTin Than
0o, and MaTin Than Ayefrom Natalin; Daw Khin Kyuand MaSye Aye
Mar from Oakpho. (Source: SAIN)

Inthe second week of February 1997, U SoeHlaing, Chairman of theNLD
organizing Committee of Thanatpin, Pegu Division; U Tin Tun, Secretary,
and U Soe Nyunt, Joint Secretary were arrested becausethey attended the
NLD Union Day celebrationin Rangoon. U Tin Tunwasreleased but the
otherswere charged under section 5 (€) and sent to Pegu prison. (Source:
SAIN)

Also arrested on their way to attend the NL D Union Day celebrationswere
U Khin Maung, U Chit Than, U PeWin, and U Thein Han, al membersof
Thaton township NLD, Mon State. (Source: SAIN)

U WinNaingand U Maung Than, farmersfrom Kywetevillagewere charged
under section 5(e) and sent to Pegu prison because they had complained to
theNLD that thelocal authoritieshad taken cutsout of money dueto them
for the paddy sold. (Source: SAIN)

Onthenight of February 21, 1997, dl the membersof the Taungoo township
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2.6.10.

Organizing Committeewerearrested in their homes. Other NLD members
reported that military officers, policeand Military Intelligence Service(MI1S)
personnel carried out theraids. One of the detainees was U Aung Soe
Myint, an elected representative of theNLD. Theauthoritiesalso detained
Daw Kyin Sein, Daw PhwaSein, Daw Htay Htay Winand Daw Khin Than,
all of whom werewomen, but they wererel eased onthenext day. U Aung
SoeMyint managed to get away by jumping off thecar. All malesincluding
U Myat Thu, chairman of the Taungoo township NL D Organizing Committee,
U Saw Tun Nwe, Vice-chairman of Taungoo NL D Organizing Committee,
U Maung Maung, Vice-chairman of the Taungoo NL D Organizing Committee,
U TinMaung Win, Joint-secretary, township Organizing Committee, U Myint
Thein, Finance Director, U Thet Tun, U Kyaw Win, U Tin Thaung, U Kyaw
Myint, U TunTin, U Tin Soe, U PeWinand U Kyaw Kyaw Win, U TinWin
Ko, U Tin Myint Htwe, U Kyaw Kyaw Lwin, U Min Thu and Ko Moe
Makhaweretaken by army vehiclesto Thandaung. Similarly, €leven people
from Oaktwin township and onefrom Yedashetownshipin Pegu division,
werea so taken away. It wasthought that these peopleweretaken away to
act asportersin thelatest military action against the KNU. U Saw Htun
New, a75-year-old Karen national died of fatigueasaresult of hisage. His
dead body wasfound on theroadsidelater. (Source: Inside)

Dr. HlaWin, NLD MP-€elect of Kyaungon (2), Mahn Tin Win, interim
chairman of theNL D organizing committeeof Kyaungontownship, andNLD
organizing committee chairman of villageswithin thetownship, U WaToke,
U San Shein and U Thein Han, cameto attend the Union Day ceremony.
On February 15, back in Kyaungon township, ameeting washeld. While
themesetingwasin progress, two carloadsof policemenand military intelligence
officersarrived and marched intotheNL D office. WinMyint, an Ml officer,
shouted obscenitiesand punched and kicked Mahn Tin Win, U WaToke, U
TheinHan, U Myint Maung, and U Saw Lwin, MP-élect of Kyaungon (1).
Dr. HlaWin and U Saw Lwinwere handcuffed and weretaken away tothe
policestationwith fourteen other membersof theNL D organizing committee.
Many paperswere confiscated by the SLORC/SPDC officids, includinga
certificatefromthe NL D officehonoring U Thein Han, who was serving a
sentencein Bassain prison and chairman of the organizing committee (thisis
not the same man asU Thein Han mentioned above and below), minutes of
the organizing committee meetingsand other items. All sixteen menwere
held at the Kyaungon police station until February 17, when all except Dr.
HlaWin, U Saw Lwin, U Thein Han, Mahn Tin Win, U WaToke, andU San
Sheinwerereleased. (Source: SAIN)
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2.6.11.

2.6.12.

2.6.13.

2.6.14.

On February 19, 1997, Dr. Than Nyein, Vice-chairman of the NLD’s
Rangoon Divisonand an elected NLD MPfor Kyaunktan-1, was arrested
and hismedicd licensewasrevoked by the Health Ministry for “ Breaching
medical professional ethics.” Hewasre eased from custody on April 2, 1997
after paying 1,000 kyats. (Source: Inside)

On February 19, 1997, Dr. Tin Min Htut, an €l ected representative of the
NLD from Pantanaw, was arrested. The Pantanaw Township LORC
summoned officialsfromall departments of thetown and asked themif Dr.

TinMin Htut had violated any law. The Township LORC asked themif he
had regularly paid hisbillsfor water, el ectricity, sanitation, radio, post and
telegram, and histaxesfor hiscassette player, land and income. Whenthe
L ORC could not find fault with him thetown’s police chief ordered asearch
of Dr. TinMinHtut'shouse. Heordered hismentofind anything that could
incriminatethe NL D representative. Thepolicecould not fineany subgtantia

evidence of wrongdoing. However, they found two Singaporean coinsina
small toy cup Dr. TinMin Htut’ssonwasplaying with. Dr. Tin Min Htut was
then arrested for illegal possession of aforeign currency. Thisarrestisa
clear caseof illega entrapment by the authorities. (Source: Inside)

Dr. Than Aung, an elected MP of the NL D for Mingla Taungnyunt-2, was
arrested on February 21, 1997 for allegedly causing the death of apatient
through negligenceat hismedicd clinic. Hewas sentenced to four yearsin
prisonon April 12, 1997, at Inseinjail and charged under Section 304(a) of
the Pena Code, which pertainsof causing aperson’sdeeth through negligence.
According to sourcesinside Burma, hetreated aman who was suffering
from advanced tubercul osis and then sent him to the emergency room of
Rangoon General Hospital. The person died on hisway to the hospital.
Although hewas convicted of criminal offences, hisarrest and persecution
motivated solely becauseof hisleadership rolesinthe NLD and not for any
recognizablecriminal act or commission. (Source: Inside)

U Thein Zan, el ected MP of the Congtituency-1, Myehtetownship, Magwe
Divisonwasarrested on February 24, 1997 along with other NLD leaders
U Nyunt Hlaing, U Tin Htoo Kyaw, U Than Htun, U Htun Kyi and U Aye
Kyaw. All of themweresentenced tofiveyears' imprisonment under Section
5(j) of the Emergency Provision Act and put in Thayet prison. Inadditionto
thesearrests, U AyeMyint, U TinWinand U MyaShwe, al of whom are
officid sfrom the Myehtetownship Organizing Committee, weredetained.
(Source: ABSDF)
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2.6.15.

2.6.16.

2.6.17.

2.6.18.

2.6.19.

On February 25, 1997, U Aye Myint, U Tin Win and U Mya Shwe, all
Myehtetownship NL D memberswerearrested. All of them were sentenced
tofiveyears imprisonment under Section 5(j) of the Emergency Provision
Act and put in Thayet prison. (Source: ABSDF)

Inthewake of community unrestin Mandalay, SLORC detainedten NLD

members, including U Htin Kyaw (alias) U Tin Nyunt, an elected MPfor
Mandalay south-east-1 from Mandalay Division, Other detaineesincluded
U Maung Maung Win Shwe, U Aung Tint, Ko Aung Ko, U Kyi Maung, U
Ko Gyi, U TunWin, Daw KhinWin, Ko Aung Myint Ko (NLD-Youth), and
one unknown member. They wereall arrested on March 18, 1997. The
unknown member waslater released. (Source: Inside)

U Tin Pe, chairman of the Mudon township NL D Organizing committee, U
Than Aung, secretary of thecommittee, U Sabalone, NLD member, U Hlaing
Htun, member, Ko Zaw Zaw, member and other unknown NL D office staff
werearrested after the merit making ceremony of the 50th anniversary of
Martyr Day on March 27 in Mudon. They were arrested for hanging the
NLD flag with the SLORC flag at the samelevel onthewall during the
ceremony. All of them were sentenced to 8-monthsimprisonment and putin
Moulmein prison. Novistorswerealowed. They werereleased on January
3,1998. (Source: ABSDF)

Twomusicians, Ko Min Maw and Ko Zaw Winfrom“ShweThan Zin”, a
musical band, were arrested by the SLORC MI and sentenced to seven
yearsinjail for performing two democracy songsin March 1997. Thetwo
musi ciansrecorded thesetwo democracy songsin May studio in Rangoon
and sent the songsto the Democratic Voice of Burma(DVB) basedin Od o,
Norway for broadcasting. Thetwo songswere broadcast on March 3,10,
and 17 during DVB’s" Songsinthe sky” program. May studiowasalso
raided and the owner of the studio wasinvestigated by the SLORC MI.
According to sources in Rangoon, U HlaMin, aNLD MP-elect from
Kawthaung (VictoriaPoint) Constituency, Tenasserim Divisonwasarrested
by the SLOC M for having connectionswith thetwo musicians. (Source:
ABSDF)

On May 23, 1997, U Myo Khin, a 39 year old NLD Yankin township
secretary in Rangoon Division, was sentenced to four years' imprisonment
by the Yankin Township Court after hisarrest on May 12. Accordingtothe
SPDC, he* had madefraudulent dterationson hisfamily registration list and
thecitizenregistration card.” In Burma, thesetwo official documentsare
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2.6.20.

2.6.21.

2.6.22.

used by the SPDC to control the movement of the population. Although he
wasconvicted of crimind offences, hisarrest and persecution wasmotivated
soldy by hisleadershiprolesintheNL D and not for any recognizablecrimind
act or commission. (Source: Al)

Cho Aung Than, acousin of the Nobel Peacelaureate, was picked up for
interrogation on June 13, 1997, whilehissister Daw KhinMaThan, also
known asNge MaMa Than and her husband, U Shwe Myint Aung were
arrested afew dayslater onthe samecharge. They were sentenced tothree
years imprisonment on August 17 at a court inside Insein Prison, for
“breaching” the 1908 Unlawful Association Act and given asevenyear
sentence under the Emergency Provisions Act. The broadly-worded
provisionsof thesetwo laws are often used by the military authoritiesto
hand down long terms of imprisonment for peaceful political activity. Ina
presshriefingin dune, Intelligence Chief, Gen. Khin Nyunt, accused thethree
of accepting money from two foreign activists, Phillip Robertson and John
Osolnick, and handing it over to Daw Aung San SuuKyi. Robertsonalegedly
gave them US$80,000 and Osol nick about $4,000. Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi hasdenied receiving themoney.

Khin Maung Win also known as Sunny, photographer for theNLD and U
Ohn Myint, an aging politicianwho isrelated to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,
were arrested on June 18, 1997. U Ohn Myint was released after one
month of questioning. (Source: Inside)

U Myo Aung Thant, amember of the Federation of Trade Unionsof Burma,
an underground labor group, wasarrested on hisreturn from Bangkok on
June 13, 1997, at Mingladon airport, by officersof the Nationd Intelligence
Bureau (NIB). Hiswifeand children were also detained. Later that day,
NIB officialsarrested U Khin Kyaw and hiswife at their home. U Khin
Kyaw isan official of the Seamen’sUnion of Burma, amember of FTUB
and an I TF affiliate of the Internal Transport Workers' Federation (I TWF).
Myo Aung Thant was* sentenced to Transportation for lifefor committing
High Treason, three years' imprisonment for breaching the Unlawful
Associations Act and another seven yearsunder the Emergency Provisions
Act” at Insain Specia Court. Article57 of Chapter 111 of the 1957 Burmese
Penal Code definestransportationfor lifeas: “ equivalent to transportation
for twenty years. Hewasaccused by the authorities of attempting to bring
explosivesinto Myanmar from Thailand. Thereisno further information
about the status or whereabouts of Khin Maung WinaiasKo Sonny and U
KhinKyaw. (Source: FTUB)
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2.6.23.

2.6.24.

2.6.25.

2.6.26.

2.6.27.

2.6.28.

U Kyi Lwin, thechairman of the Moulmein Township Organizing Committee
for the NL D party was sentenced to six yearsimprisonment with hard |abor
on October 17, 1997 for allegedly violating the Publishing and Printing Act.
U Kyi Lwin, 52, had been detained since July 1997 without being charged.
Military Intelligence officerscameto hisprinting shop located on Main Lower
RoadinMoulmeininJuly andtook himaway. HewassentencedinMoulmein
Township court after five court appearances. (Source: ABSDF)

U Toeand U ShweWin, NLD leadersfrom Belin township Mon Statewere
arrested on July 30, 1997, for holding amerit making ceremony for the 50th
anniversary of Martyr Day without permission fromthe SL ORC authorities.
(Source: ABSDF)

U Win Shwe, an NL D member of the Belin Township Organizing Committee,
was detained and put under house arrest in September, 1997. He was
charged under the Section 5(j) of the Emergency Provision Act at theend of
October. (Source: ABSDF)

Soe Tun, Thein Myint, Moe Kyaw, Khin Maung Win, Myo Yan Naung
Thein and two other unknown people were arrested in the first week of
September for an alleged connection with the 1996 December student
uprising. Their“ New View” library in Zeyathiri road, Kamayut township
was also sealed off by the authorities. (Source: Inside)

Daw May Win Myint, NLD Divisiona Organizer and MP-elect from
Mayangone, was arrested by M| officers on October 28, 1997 after they
had taken documentsfrom her. Alsoat 10 p.m., U Khin Maung Myint,
NLD Central Youth member and Secretary of Lathatownship, wasarrested
by acombined force of M1 and other security personnel. Daw San San, the
NLD Seikkantownship MP-eect and Divisona Vice-Chairpersonand NLD
Women'sleader, wasarrested at mid-night after documentsweretaken from
her. At thesametime, MaWin Win Htay, amember of the Rangoon NLD
Youth Division was arrested after security forces seized documentsfrom
her. (Source: Inside)

U Soe Myint, the chairman of the ThaketaNL D, wasarrested at 1 am. on
October 29, 1997. Oneand ahalf hourslater, Dr. Than Nyein,aMP-elect
from Kyauktan township, Rangoon Division, wasarrested after acombined
group of M1 and other security forceshad confiscated documentsfrom his
home. U Win Thaung, the Chairman of theMayangoneNLD, wasarrested
later onthat day. (Source: Inside)
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2.6.30.

2.6.31L.

2.6.32.

U Nyan Thaung, owner of the NL D officein Mayangonetownship, Rangoon
Division, wasarrested on October 29, 1997 and sentenced to seven years
imprisonment in December 1997. (Source: ABDF)

50 membersof the NLD wererounded up at the party’ sbranch officein
Tamwein eastern Rangoon on November 5, 1997. On the previousday,
police placed barricades on roadsleading to the NL D officein Tamweto
prevent Daw Aung San Suu Kyi fromattending apolitical gathering. (Source:
Inside)

Dr. Min Soe Lin, an elected member of parliament of the Ye township
constituency (1), Mon State and General Secretary of the banned Mon
National Leaguefor Democracy (MNLD) was arrested and detained on
November 6, 1997 by the SLORC under Article 5(j) of the Emergency
Provision Actin Mudon, Mon State. Itisbelievedthat Dr. Min SoeLin,
40, was arrested for hisrolein organizing celebrations for the 1997 50
Anniversary of Mon Nationa Day on February 23, which the SLORC had
refused to alow to go ahead. Hewasé ected by variousM on organizations
asgenera secretary of the Mon State Commission for the Golden Jubilee
Celebration of Mon National Day. In thisrole, he reportedly sought
permission to hold the celebration in Moulmein, the capital of Mon State.
However, the Military Intelligence Service (5) basedin Moulmein, refused
to giveitsconsent for the celebration, although permission had been granted
inpreviousyears. Findly, after canceling thearrangementsin Moulmein, the
celebration was held near Kanni at the source of the Ye River inan area
under the control of the New Mon State Party (NMSP). However, the
military considered thisan act of defianceand it waswidely known that Dr.
Min Soe Linwas subsequently placed onthemilitary’smost wanted list. He
wasreleased in early January, 1998. (Source: ABSDF)

U Thaung Aye, owner of abuilding in the South Okkalapatownshipin
Rangoonwho agreed to rent an officeto NL D, was arrested on November
19, 1997 aong with U Chit Khin, Chairman of the Okkal apabranch of the
NLD.

2.7. Life in Prisons

Prison conditionsin Burmaare characterized by overcrowding and lack of proper
food, sanitation, and medica care. Theconditionin prisonsacrossthecountry remains
extremely harsh with no exercise, alack of mosguito netsand reading material sfor
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some prisoners, poor nutrition, inadequate medical care, and the use of solitary
confinement and “doggiecells’ as punishment. Unhealthy conditionsand delayed
medical care haveled to the deaths of some political prisoners. Itisestimated that
thereare 4,800 prisonersin Insein prison, most of whom arewithout adequate medical
attention. Conditionsfor political prisonersarereported to be much harsher at some
upcountry locationsthanin Rangoon; Thayet, Tharawaddy, Myitkyinaand Myingyan
prisonsarecited most ofteninthisregard. Thereareno prison doctorsand medication
isin short supply in Myitkyinaprison, Kachin State. Prisonersoften suffer from
anemiaand are not protected against the cold wesather. Also of concernisthedenial
of medical carefor those imprisoned or forced to act asportersfor army troopsin
border areas. Civilianshavebeen repeatedly maimed or killed by land mines placed

by themilitary.

Both palitical and criminal prisonersbeng subjected to harsh treatment, and torture
duringinitia interrogationiscommon. After political prisonershave been sentenced
they arenormally allowed to seetheir familiesevery two weeks, who can provide
themwith additional food and medicineduring 15-minutevisits. However, thereare
reportsthat guardsdemand bribesfor that privilege. If prisonershavenofamily or
if they areinaprison whichislocated far away from their homes, they often do not
receiveanything to supplement their meagrediet. Political prisonersaread so subjected
to severephysica punishment if they break arbitrary prison rules, such asprohibition
of dl reading materials.

2.7.1. Situation in Loikaw Prison

Many ex-prisonersform Loikaw prisonin Karenni Statetold of their experience
behind bars. BurmeseMilitary Intelligence officersin Loikaw prison beet prisoners,
usevariousformsof torture, sexually abuse femal e prisonersand forcewomen to
givebirthintheir cells. Sourcesestimatethereare about 800 prisonersincludinga
considerable number of political prisonersin Loikaw prison. Most of themarein
prisonfor political offencessuch asassociationwithanillega politica organization
and breaching internal security laws. Ex-prisonerstold that prisonersare beaten
with batons, forced to kneel on broken glassand to ook at aglaring high-voltage
bulbsfor long periodsas part of punishment or duringinterrogations. HIV/AIDSis
spreading inthe prison dueto the repeated use of dirty needlesat thehospital. Those
who can afford to bribethe prison official arethe only prisonersexempt from abuse
and aredlowed clean needles.

Many male prisonersarerecruited as portersfor themilitary. With ashortage of
under 5-year term prisonerswho are usually used as portersthe military has now
begun using prisoners sentenced between 5 and 10 years. Portersare forced to
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carry heavy loads, brutally beaten, underfed and not given medica care. Thosewho
cannot walk or carry thesuppliesareoftenkilled or left todiein thejungle. (Source:
ABSDF)

2.7.2. The Medical Care System and HIV/AIDS situation in
Insein Prison

Thereisonly one 100 bed hospital in Insein Prison for tenthousand prisoners. The
hospital isgoverned by Dr. SoeKyi, the officer in-charge of the prison hospital and
two assistant surgeons, Dr. Tun Tun and Dr. Aung Than Myint, who are under his
supervision. Dr. SoeKyi washonored by themilitary juntawith thetitle of Kyaw
Thurafor hisapprova signature on the death certificate of (41) demonstratorswho
suffocated to death in aprison van on theway to the prisonin March, 1988. The
prison hospital isgoverned directly by the prison department of the HomeMinistry.

Theout-patient clinicisonly open oneaday for the prisonersin each prison hall
(different daysfor different hdls). Theprocedureto get amedica check upislengthy
because of the bureaucratic red tape systeminsidethe prison. Theill prisoner must
present himself first to the A Khan Lu Gyi (the head prisoner of the cell whois
selected by thewarden to monitor regulations), thenif he approvesthe need for a
medical check up, hemust next present himself to Tan S (along-term serving head
prisoner who is selected to monitor the prison regulationsfor awholebuilding- 8
cellsor 16 cells). Then another approval from the ass stant warden and thewarden
isneeded for registration on thelist of out-patients, who havetheright to receive
medical check up on the assigned day of theweek. Most of the prisonersfail to
receive proper medical treatment during the lengthy process of the prison system.
Usually the out-patientsonly receive drugslike Asprin, Paracetamol, Buspro, and
Sodamint without being properly treated for their underlyingillness. Theprisondoctors
give prescriptionsand medicsusually follow withinjectionsand medications|ater.
Most of the medicsdo not have background medical knowledge and are sel ected
and appointed from the criminalswho arejailed for drug abuse. They havetacit
licenseto keep asyringe.

Four-fifths of thein-patientswho are admitted to thejail hospital arenot really ill
patients, but they bribethe medical officersso asto enjoy specia favorsgranted by
the authoritiesand to be free from having to do hard labor. Some drug-addicted
criminals pay money to the prison doctorsto stay in the hospital s so that they can
have accessto needlesand syringesand use drugsfreely.

Themedicsusethesameneedletoinject severd patients. Blood transfusionsinajail
hospital arerarethough minor surgery for boilsand skininfectionsare common but
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the practiceisvery risky dueto thetransmisson of HIV becausethe sameinstruments
are used without being disinfected properly.

Inthecell blocks, prison hals, and prison hospital, drug useisrampant. Drugscan
befound inthe halsfor detaineeswho areunder trial andinthe hallsfor prisoners
who have been sentenced, especially hall #5. Itiseasy to buy heroin, sedatives,
marijuana, and opiuminInsen Prison.

Therearethreewaysto smuggle drugsinto Insein: first with thewarders, second
prisonerswho gototrial and comeback can carry drugswith them, and third hidden
inthefood sent by visitors.

Thedrugswhich are smuggled into Insein arethen used by therecipientsor sold to
other prisoners. The prisonerswho have beenimprisoned for drug abuse aways
continueto usedrugs. These prisonersbribethe doctor inthe prison hospital so that
they areableto stay intheprison hospital. They try to get needlesand syringesinthe
hospital. Some prisonerssell these needlesand syringesto prisonersin other cell
blocksand hals. Sometimesthey maketheir own syringes. If the needlepointsget
dull, they sharpen them onthefloor and usethemagain, up to 70 times.

InInsein Prison, somecriminal prisonerstry to rape other prisonersby using force
and threats. Many senior prisonersin each cell or hall try to persuade or threaten
young and good-looking prisonersto have homosexua relationswith them. This
includes children under 14. The cell leaders even dareto rape other meninthe
daytime. Sincecondomsareillegal in prison, homosexua rapeisoneof thereasons
for spread of HIV/AIDSintheprison.

No education about sexudly transmitted diseasesincluding AIDS, and the negligence
of the prison authorities has caused HIV infection in Insein Prison to become
widespread. Tattooing, havinglimited accessto shaving materids, and genita reshaping
(inserting metal balls) by illegal minor surgery are also common causesfor HIV
transmission. (Source: DPNS

2.7.3. Suffering of Thal inmates in Burmese prisons

Many of theThai prisonersfreed from Burmesejailsare suffering from skin diseases,
mal nutrition or tuberculosis, while somemay beHIV-postive, accordingtothe Thai
Deputy Permanent Secretary for Public Health Winai Wiriyakittji. Most of them
werearrested for illegal fishingin Burmawatersand putinInseinjail. Most of the
prisonerswerefound to be suffering from arange of illnessesdueto malnutrition,
poor living conditionsand sub-standard care.
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“Whenever they cameto vaccinate us, four or five peoplewould sit at their desks
withinjectionsandwehadtolineupinrows. They injected uswiththe sameneedles
one after another,” said Mr. Berm, one of the Thai inmatesreleased from Insein
prison. TheMinistry of Public Health said of 98 prisonersreleased, only 28 werein
good health. The othershad tuberculosis, skininfections, high blood pressureand
somehad HIV.

2.8. Death in Prison

Monywa U Tin Shwe

MonywaTin Shwe (aka) U Tin Shwe (Monywa) (High Court Lawyer and National
Leaguefor Democracy founding member) died on June8, 1997, whilehewasserving
histerminInsein Prison. U Tin Shwewasarrested on November 29, 1990 by the
authorities, tried under Section 5(a), (€), and (j) of Emergency ProvisionsAct and
sentenced to serve 18 yearsimprisonment. On April 23, 1997, upon learning that
thehedlth of U Tin Shwewasgrestly deteriorating, the Chairman of theNLD senta
|etter requesting himto betreated with proper food and given admissionto ahospita
inorder to receive proper treatment.

He suffered from heart disease and was admitted to the hospital insidethejail in
April 1997. On April 21, 1997, hisfamily made an appeal to the authoritiesfor
permissiontoalow himto havetreatment with physiciansand specidistsoutsdethe
jail. Theappeal wasinvain. Onthe sameday he was sent back from thein-jail
hospital tothe cell wherehehad beenkept. On April 30, 1997, dueto hisworsening
health condition, hewasadmitted to the Insein prison hospital again on June3, 1997,
he was discharged and sent back to hiscell. Onthemorning of June8, 1997, his
roommate found that he had collapsed in hiscell while hewas meditating. 1t was
reported that he died on theway toin-jail hospital while hewasbeing carried by the
prison authorities. When hewastaken from thereto the Rangoon General Hospitdl,
the doctor-on-duty reportedly stated that he had already died.

Thefactsclearly confirm that the health situation of U Tin Shwewasworsening. He
died becausethe concerned authoritieswereresponsiblefor denying him treatment
with physiciansand speciaistsoutsidethejail after hisfamily had appealed for the
necessary treatment.

U Kyaw Din

U Kyaw Din, 58, of NL D Wakematownship, Irrawaddy Division died on October
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20, 1997, inaprison hospital of acute pulmonary edema. Hewas serving atwo-
year jal sentence since July 24, 1997 for violation of BurmaCriminal Act section
505(b). Statement issued by the SPDC said hewasalso suffering fromrenal failure
and “malignant hypertension.” Hisfamily requested to the authorititiesthat furnal
servicebeheldthreedayslater asistraditionally required. Therequest wasturned
down and Myaungmya Prison Department cremated him on October 21, 1997.
Furthermore, the authoritiesdid not even alow thefamily totakehisasheshome. As
sson asthe cremation wasover thewholefamily was sent back to Wakema.(Source:
Inside)

2.9. Prisoners in poor health

UWinTin

U WinTin, sixty-sevenyearsold, wasserioudy
ill and transferred to Rangoon General Hospital
in October 1997. He was apparently
transferred from Myingyan prison, knownto be
oneof theworst in Burma

U Win Tin, ajournalist and founder of the
National League for Democracy, was
imprisoned in October 1989 and accused of
being amember of thebanned Communist Party
of Burma. Hewas sentenced to fourteenyears
by amilitary tribunal in Rangoon’s notorious
Insein prison and sometimein early 1996 was
transferred to Myingyan, atown about 150
milesnorth of Rangoon. Thetransfer meant
that relatives and supporters could no longer
visit him or send him food and medicines.
U Win Tintook aprominent part in ahunger strikein Insein prison in September
1990 and was reported to have been badly beaten. In 1993 and 1994 hewas one
of four political prisonersto meet with Congressman Bill RichardsonfromtheUS
Congress. In photographstaken during the meetings, U Win Tinwas seento be
wearing asurgical collar. Hetold the congressman he suffered from spondylitis
(degeneration of thespine).

In mid-1995, U Win Tinwasone of agroup of eight prisonersaccused of sending
lettersto the United Nations detailing conditionswithin Insein prison. Hewas

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma




132 HRDU

reportedly beaten and kept in solitary confinement intheprison’s“dog cells’ (formerly
the kennelsfor the prison guard dogs). It waslearnt that he was sentenced to an
additional fiveyearsunder prison regul ations banning the possession of writing
meaterids.

Dr. Aung Khin Sint

Dr. AungKhin Sint, amedical doctor, NLD member of parliament-elect isin poor
health. He had been awarded aliteracy award in 1972 and received the World
Hedth Fellowshipthreetimes. Hehasbeen hospitaized since June 11, 1997, suffering
from heart problems, diabetes, and high blood pressure. The SPDC responded that
hiscondition wasnot critical when the human rights organi zation issued an urgent
appeal to them. Hewasarrested on Aug. 4, 1993, for distributing leaflets that
opposed restrictionsimposed on the National Convention. Hewasreleased on
February 4, 1995, rearrested on July 23, 1996, and isstill inprison. No sentence
hasbeen given, nor arefamily visitsalowed. (Source: Inside)

U Cho Aung Than

U Cho Aung Than wasin Rangoon Genera Hospital on October 9, 1997 toreceive
amedical care. Theprison doctorsdecided to hospitalize him on September 26 for
high blood pressure but the SPDC authorities denied that hiscondition was serious.
U Cho Aung Than, first cousin of Dawn Aung San Suu Kyi and ass stant, wasarrested
on June 13, 1997, and sentenced to ten years imprisonment for “breaching” the
1908 Unlawful AssociationsAct and 1950 Emergency Provisions Acts (Source:
Inside).

Saw U Reh

Thehealth of 70-year-old U Saw U Reh, an elected NL D representativeimprisoned
inLoikaw inKarenni State, isworsening according to hisson-in-law whofledtothe
Thai-Burmaborder in October 1997. Hewashospitalized inthefirst week of July
1997, after suffering from seriousdiabetesand kidney problems. Although aready
inshackles, hewastied to hishospital bed. Although heisback inLoikaw prison,
hishealth hasnot improved. (Source: Inside)

U saw U Reh wasarrested and sentenced to 17 years' imprisonment on December
18, 1996, for violating Article 71(1) of the Association With Illegal Organizations
Act andviolating the 1962 Printing and Publishing Act. The SLORC claimed that he
was contributing financially to the outlawed Karenni National Progressive party
(KNPP). They found abook he had written entitled“ The Crisisof Kayah Stateand
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Causesof Civil War in Burma’ when they searched hishome. U Saw U Rehisa
Second World War veteran who fought against the Japanesein aparachutist unit
known as*the Spiders’. Hejoined theNL D after the 1988 pro-democracy uprising
and became amember of the Karenni State NL D Organizing Committee. Hewas
oneof theNL D delegatesfor the National Convention until the NL D boycotted the
Conventionin December 1995. U Saw U Rehwasforced by the SLORCtoresign
fromthe NL D on November 28, 1996, and was arrested soon after hisresignation.
(Source: ABSDF)

U Tin Aung

U Tin Aung, el ected NL D representativeswho hasbeeninjail for ayear, received
emergency medical treatment in September 1997 dueto aneck tumor. U TinAung,
whois53 and alawyer, was detained on December 13, 1996 under the Emergency
Provison Act. Hewas sentenced to two yearsimprisonment and hasbeen heldin
Myaungmya Prison, Irrawaddy Division. (Source: ABSDF)

2.10.  Transfer of political prisoners

In April and May, 1997, the authoritiestransferred approximately 150 prisoners--
including 59 NL D members-- from Inseinto up country prisonsduring thetransferd,
named “ Operation Crow.” Theseprisonsare: Mandalay and Myingyan Prisons,
Mandalay Division; Myitkyinaand Machanbaw Prisons, Kachin State; Thrawaddy,
Thayet and Taungoo Prisons, Pegu Division; and Myaungmyaand Bassein Prisons,
Irrawaddy Division. Theinevitableconsequencefor most prisonersof thetransfer
from Rangoon isadditiona hardshipintheform of reduced accessto family support,
food, medicine, and clothing.

Among thosetransferred from Inseinto Myitkyinaprison wasKhinZaw Winalias
Kelvin, arrested in 1994 for attempting to pass information to the UN Special
Rapporteur on Burma. Hewasoneof the 29 prisoners placed inmilitary dog cells
for extended periodsof time. Hewasbadly tortured in early 1996 and hishedlth has
subsequently deteriorated.

Another isU WinHtein, aformer army officer and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’spress
secretary whowasarestedinMay 1996. Hewastransferred fromInseinto Myingyan
prison, Mandalay Division. Heisalso believed to bein poor health.

Theauthoritiesagain transferred 120 political prisonerson November 14, 1997,
from Insein Attached Jail (Specia Jail) in Rangoon to Thayawaddy, Thayet and
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Mandalay prisons. The Special Jail at Insein previoudy housed about 120 political
prisonersand about 70 former government official sincluding ex-army officers
sentenced for variousoffenses. Theformer government officialswerenot included
inthetransfer. Among the political prisonerswere U Tin Tunand U Myo Myint
Nyein, who were both sent to Thayawaddy Prisonin central Burma. Theothers
were U Han Sein, U Lwin Oo, U Kyaw San (NLD), MaThidaand two of Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi’sformer bodyguards- Bo Lay (aka) Aung Naing Oo and Thet
Oo. Theseprisonerswereall detained under the Publishing and Printing Act in July
1993 for possessing acopy of the Khit Pyaing (New Era) Journal. U TinTunand U
Han Sein bought acopy of Khit Pyaing, abanned political publication, for the price
of 3,000 Kyat, according to acloserelativeof U Tin Tun. Thetwo were sentenced
to 20 yearsimprisonment under two different charges of violating the Emergency
Provision Act and the Printing and Publishing Act. (Source: ABSDF)

Thetransfer aimsto make difficult for relatives and supporters of the prisonersto
comeand bring them food and medicines. Alsoit meansto makethingsdifficult for
the prisonersto disseminateinformation regarding the Situation inside the prisons.

2.11.Lists of [Incidents

2.11.1. On January 6, 1997, Daw Ni, 60 years old and unable to provide either
labor or money for aforced labor project of Bassein-Thaatgwa-Morton
Point motor road, was arrested and sent to Bassein prison on January 8,
1997. (Source: UN report)

2.11.2. OnJanuary 12, theBaptist pastor of Zah Di Winvillagein Tenasssrim Division,
was arrested because peoplein village had not moved to their rel ocation
site, even though heand hisfamily had moved. Hewasdetained at acamp
of SLORCIB. 17. (Source: ABSDF)

2.11.3. On January 15, 1997, 13 people, including two women, were arrested
becausethey refused to take part in aforced labor project to build aroad
from Basseinto Tha atgwato Morton Point in Tenassem Division. (Source:
UN report)

2.11.4. U Thein Zan, eected MP of the Constituency-1, Myehtetownship, Magwe
Divisonwasarrested on February 24, 1997 aong with other NLD leaders
U Myint Hlaing, U Tin Htoo Kyaw, U Than Htun, U Htun Kyi and U Aye
Kyaw. Among them, U Nyunt Hlaing, Finance In-charge of the Magwe
Division NLD was sentenced to fiveyearsimprisonment under the Section
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2.11.5.

2.11.6.

211.7.

2.11.8.

2.11.9.

5(j) of the Emergency Provison Act. (Source: ABSDF)

On February 25, 1997, U Aye Myint, U Tin Win and U Mya Shwe, all
Myehtetownship NL D memberswere arrested and sent to Thayet prison.
(Source: ABSDF)

OnMarch 21, 1997, about 40-50 soldiersfrom LIB. 44 led by Mgor Hla
Khin cameto Wan Pan Hook village, Wan Lao circle, Kunhing township,
Shan State. They summoned and village headman and accused him for
having supported the SURA troops. Mg or HlaKhin detained the headman
and demanded 20,000 kyats from Sai Saw Naand ten other villagersin
exchangefor theheadman. After recelving ransom, theheadmanwasrel eased.
(Source: SH.AN)

Inlate April, SLORC troopsarrested 14 villagers, including four women, at
theold villageof Wan Pha, Kaeng Lomtract, Kunhing township. Thevillagers
had gone back to their old villageto look for their stray cattle. After the
arrest, they were brought and kept at the military outpost at Kaeng Lom,
closeto the Keng Lom temple, and the women were raped every night.
(Source: SHRF)

On August 23, 1997, husband Saw Kalo, 58 years old, and wife Naw
Moo, 50yearsold, werearrestedin Lo Po village of No. (2) District by a
SLORC troopsof LB. 102 under the command of Sein Hlaing (unknown
position). Thetroopskilled the husband. Thewife Naw Moo died after
being repeatedly raped by thetroops. (Source: KNPP)

On September 1, 1997, Captain Myo Myint Oo and his troops from
Kunghing-based SLORCB. 246 arrested 12 villagersfrom quarters 3, in
Kunghing township, Shan State. They werelocked up for going towork
intheir ricefidldsand farmswithout permission, and their riceand other
cropswere destroyed by SL ORC soldiersunder the order of the Tactical
Command Commander. The SLORC troops demanded 1200 kyatsfor
therelease of each of them. The 12 villagerswere (1) Pan Ta(2) Su Pawk
(3) SuYao (4) SuLa(5) Loong Zai (6) Ai Su(7) Ing Taka(8) Ark Long
(9) Nang Parng (10) Zan Tar (11) Ai Mard (12) In Tar. (Source: SHRF)

2.11.10. On October 17, 1997, 30 SLORC troopsled by Captain HlaAye, under

thecommand of Commander Tin Latt of LI1B. 424, arrested thefollowing
villagersin theareaof Murn Nawng, Kaeseetownship, Shan State. (1)
KaelLar, 47, malefrom Wan Nai village (2) Parn La, 51, malefrom Wan
Kyawngvillage(3) YaZing Ta, 53, malefrom Kung Khaet village (4) Zaai
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Saw Zing Na, 41, malefrom Wan Zing Awn village (5) Aw Pae Ta, 39,
malefrom Phuay Hur village (6) WaL ik Ta, 29, malefrom Parng Zong
village (7) NyaNa, 30, malefrom Wan Khok village (8) Phaw Ka, 35,
malefrom Kung Karng village (9) Kaw Ling, 54, malefrom Nar Taed
village (10) Wi Mar Lar, 33, malefrom Hai Lai village (11) Nang Suay
Han, 40, femaefrom Nawng Ek village (12) Nang Man, 45, femaefrom
Nawng Parngvillage (13) Zai Mar Lar, 32, maefrom Kung Kharnvillage
and (14) Zai Too, 29, maefromKungMongVvillage. All thevillagerswere
forced to move to Murng Nawng during the months of May and June
1997. Thevillagerswerelocked up for three daysafter which they were
accused of having supported the SURA by providing food and information.
The soldiersbeat and tortured themwith e ectric shockswhileinterrogating
them until they passed out several times, and eventualy 2-3 personsdied
each day for several days, until al of themdied. (Source: SHRF)

2.11.11. From November 26 to December 3, 1997, acolumnled by Lt-Col. Kyaw

Seinfrom LIB. 36 stayed in Kyaukdaung village, Papuntownship, Karen
Stateand committed variousformsof abuses. Thetroopforcibly collected
80,000 kyatsfrom thevillagersas porter feesfor three monthsand killed
villager U Ohn, aged 33. (Source: ABSDF)

2.11.12. On December 12, 1997, amilitary columnfrom L1B.38 led by Captain

Win Naing entered Htee Thelay villagein Papun township, Karen State.
Thetroopsarrested and killed onewholefamily. ThevictimswereU Phar
Hope, 40-year-old teacher, Daw Matwe, 25-year-old wife, Saw Nelwe,
16-year-old son and Saw Nisay, 7-year-old son. The columntook 5,200
kyatsand other belongingsof thefamily. (Source: ABSDF)

(Seealso under “personal Accounts” interviews 3, 5, 23,29, 35, 36, 38, 44, 48,
56, 59, 60, 66, 67 68, 69, 70, 71, 74, 75,77,79, 81, 83, 84, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91,
95, 97, 98, 100 and 104)
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