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1. Extra-judicial Killing, Summary, and
Arbitrary Executions

1.1.Background

Extra-judicial executionsviolatetheright to life, asguaranteed in Article 3 of the
Universa Declaration of Human Rights, which ates. “ Everyonehastheright tolife,
liberty, and security of person.” Extra-judicia executionsarenot justifiablekillings
that the security forcescarry out in self-defense; they are not deathsthat result from
the use of reasonableforcein law enforcement; nor arethey legally decided death
sentence. Extra-judicia executionsoften result when law enforcement officialsuse
forcethat isdisproportionateto thethreat posed, although authoritiesmay claim that
such useof forcewaslegitimate.

In Burma, the Tatmadaw (armed force) hasunlawfully killed membersof ethnic
minoritiesfor alegedly supporting the armed ethnic groups. SLORC/SPDC has
justified killing civiliansunder charges of “ counter-insurgency” onaregular basis
snceat least 1986. Whentroopsapproach avillage, civiliansthat attempt tofleeare
often shot to death dueto what appearsto be adefacto shoot-to-kill policy effecting
anyonewho runsfrom the Tatmadaw. Civiliansthat are suspected of supporting
armed ethnic groups may also be summarily killed. The SLORC/SPDC army has
engaged inother ssemingly randomkillingsinaneffort toterrorizevillagersinto severing
their often alleged connectionswith armed ethnic forces.

To break civilian tieswith or support for armed ethnic groups, the SLORC/SPDC
army hasaso begun aprogram of forced relocationsof ethniccivilianvillagesinrura
areas. The SLORC/SPDC sendsthreatening | ettersto villageleadersthat sometimes
containabullet, chili, and charcod. Theseenclosuresareinterpreted asbeing symbolic
of thefuturethat awaitsres dentswho do not cooperate with thetermsof relocation
(abullet represents death, the chili meanslifewill be unpleasant, and the charcoal
sgnifiestheburning down of villages). Infact, civiliansthat havefailed to heed the
SLORC/SPDC ordersto relocate have been subjected to extrgjudicia killings.

People have a so been shot to death while serving asforced portersfor themilitary,
after being arrested, or asaresult of clearly disproportionate use of forceto prevent
peoplefromfleeing security forces. Oftenvillagersareshot to death whenthemilitary
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merely accuse them of providing ethnic minority groupswith food, shelter, and
information about the Tatmadaw’s movements. Othershave beenkilled for being
unableto perform portering dutiessatisfactorily, or whileattempting to escape. During
themajor offensive against the KNU’s 6" and 4" brigade areasin early 1997, the
SLORC/SPDC army killed hundredsof civilians.

Many civilianskilled by thearmy offered no res tanceand werefound to be unarmed,
making thearmy’suseof forceentirely unjustified. For example, frommid-Juneto
mid - July 1997, at least 400 local peoplein the areas of Sai Kao, Kaeng Lom,
Jeang Kham, and Kho Lam in Kunhing Township, Shan State, werekilled by the
SLORC/SPDC during itsmilitary campaign against thecivilian population. Most of
themwerevillagerswho had been forcibly moved to rel ocation sitesa ong themotor
roads. The SLORC/SPDC regtrictsvillagers movementsto withinrelocation Sites,
allowing them arange of not morethan three milesto the north and onemiletothe
south of theroad. Asaresult, villagersgot food for their familiesat therisk of being
shot.

While people caught outsidethe rel ocation sites are often massacred, the saf ety of
villagersinsidethemisnot guaranteed. In 1997, The SLORC/SPDC troops have
actudly fired shellsinto somerel ocation sitesin Shan State. For example, on February
21,1997, at about 9:00p.m, two Shan families, including threeyoung children, were
blown up by the SLORC/SPDC troopswhile sheltering near their homeat KhoLam
relocation sitein Nam Zarng Township, Shan State. A Shan armed ethnic group
wasresponsiblefor araidin theareabeforethisincident and thetroopsretaliated by
firing shellsintothesite.

1.2. Death in Custody

In 1997, the Human Rights Documentation Unit (HRDU) compiled comprehensive
lists documenting the numbers of people who had been taken into custody and
subsequently died, aswell asnumbersof thosewho suffer fromill-health asaresult
of their detention, acommon problem for political prisoners. The Burmese prisons
arenatoriousfor their abominable conditionsand prisonersreceive, at best, inadequate
medical attention. The condition of prisonsremainsextremely harsh. Prisonerslack
exercise, mosquito nets, reading material, proper nutrition, medical care, and are
frequently subjected to solitary confinement.

U Tin Shwe(Monywa), aformer NLD Central Executive Committee Member, died
inInsein Prisonon June8, 1997. A founding member of theNLD, U Tin Shwewas
arrested in 1990 and was serving his 18-year sentence when he had aheart attack.
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After receiving cardiac treatment at Insein Hospital in April, hisfamily asked that
authoritiesallow U Tin Shweto seeoutside specialists. Thefamily’srequest was
denied. U Tin Shwe'shealth continued to deteriorate until hedied in custody, at the
ageof 68. Hewasthe sixth NL D member to diein prison since 1988.

1.3. Massacres in Shan State

Theworst development over thepast year hasbeenthesharpincreasein extrgjudicial
killingsof villagersat relocation areasin Shan State. The SLORC/SPDC troops
oftenkill thosetrying to return to their former homesfor food. 1n 1997 alone, 664
extrgjudicia killingsof peoplefrom Shan State have been documented. However,
thisfigureonly reflects confirmed cases. Since most people arekilled out inthe
jungle, itisimpossibleto know thereal number, whichisundoubtedly higher.

After agroup of unidentified Shan rebelsshot 25 civilian Burmesenational sto death
onJune 1, 1997, at PhaLarng, Kunhing Township, Shan State, SLORC/SPDC
troops stepped up their military campaign against thecivilian population. From mid-
Juneto mid-July, they havekilled at |east 400 peoplein theareas of Sai Kao, Kaeng
Lom, Kaeng Kham, and Kho Lam in Kunhing Township. Most of those murdered
were villagerswho had been forcibly moved to rel ocation sites along the motor
roads. They were shot to deathjust for being outside of therel ocation sitewhilethey
weretryingtofindfood. Villagersarenot dlowed to go farther than threemilesnorth
and one milesouth of theroad. Asaresult, they risk their livesjust getting food.

Extrgjudicia killing in Shan Stateincludes adouble massacre committed by the
SLORC/SPDC on June 16, 1997. On that day, two groups of villagersthat had
been rel ocated to the town of Kun Hing were permitted to return to their former
villagesto collect rice. They l€eft intwo separate convoysof oxcarts. Ontheway
back, both groups were stopped on by the SLORC/SPDC troops and were
massacred.

Inthefirgt assault, thirty villagerswho had beenforcibly rel ocated to Kunhing town,
returned totheir old village of Wan Sar Lar in Kaeng Lom villagetract, Shan State,
to retrievefood and other supplies. Coming back, they met SLORC/SPDC troops
at awaterfall called Tard PhaHo. Thevillagerswere assembled in along line of
bullock carts. Although the SLORC/SPDC had issued passesfor riceretrieval in
thefirst place, thevillagers showed their passesand ID cardsinvain. Thetroops
forced themto squat inalineand shot them. Indll, 27 weremurdered. The SLORC/
SPDC proceeded to set fireto the oxcartsand their contents, pushing themintothe
water asthey burned. Thenthey daughtered the oxenfor meat. Only three people
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escaped withtheir livestotell others.

Onthesameday, twenty-ninevillagerswerekilled returning from Sai Khao village,
Kaeng Lhamvillagetract, Kunhing Township, Shan State, wherethey had collected
rice. Whenthey werediscovered by the SLORC/SPDC troops, they weredetained
for the evening, tied up, and then shot to death near aforest north of Sai Khao

village

OnJuly 11, 1997, SSA memberscoming by car from Murngpaeng and K aengtung
through Kunhing looked along the road that branched off from the main road to
Kaeng Lomand saw the corpsesof 26 villagers. Thebodieswerelined up with the
heads cut off and placed besidethem. On July 12, 1997, another 17 corpseswere
seen along the road between Kaeng Lom and Kaeng Tawng, aligned in the same
manner.

1.4. List of Incidents

1.4.1. Inthefirst week of February, 1997, six privatesfrom SLORCLIB. 273,
deserted thearmy and fled to the Thai border. However, all of themwere
captured by SLORC soldiersand executed near Eindayazavillage, Tenasserim
Divison. (Source: ABSDF)

1.4.2. OnFebruary 12, 1997, at about 9:00 p.m, two Shan familieswereblasted
todeathinadugout by SL ORC troopsat Kho Lamrelocation site, Namzarng
township. Onthat evening, some SURA (Shan United Revol utionary Army)
members had comeinto the site, shot afew timesat the police station and
left. Hearing the gunfire, SL ORC troops assumed therebel sweretill inthe
villageand fired many mortar shells. During the shelling, two families—
altogether eight people— had goneinto adugout hole closeto their houses
tohide. The SLORC dropped abomb into the dugout and instantly killed
themall. They were (1) KaLing, 47 (2) Ai P, 4(3) ZaLing Ta, 28 (4) Nang
Nu, 28 (5) Nang Myint, 7 and (6) Nang Zang, 5. Other twos-- Nai Leng
,35and Ai Lu, 15-- werewounded. (Source: SHRF)

1.4.3. OnFebruary 21,1997, SLORC Commander of IB. 35, Lieutenant-Colonel
Kyaw Zwa, forced Maung Htun Nwe, age 73, headman of Section 20,
Taungoo town, to accompany himto thefront lineasaguide. On February
23, when Maung Htun Nwe could no longer walk, the Commander beat him
todeath at avillage called Klaw Mee Der. (Source: KIC)
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1.4.4.

1.4.5.

1.4.6.

1.4.7.

1.4.8.

1.4.9.

OnMarch 9, 1997, SL ORC troopsfired 79-mm mortar shellsintothevillage
of KunHong, Laikhatownship, Shan State, killing Nang Seng and L oong
Zumaswell aswounding threeothers. Earlier that day, SPDC troopsfrom
Laikhaforced thevillagersto move. However, fiveof thevillagershad to
spend the night in the village because of the shortage of cartsinwhichto
carry them. Patrolling troopshad fired mortar shellsinto thevillagewhen
they heard adog barking. (Source: UN report)

On March 17, 1997, Hussain Johar, 26 years old son of Anu Mia, from
Kanbyin village of Buthidaung township, Arankan State, was arrested by
some SL ORC soldiersfrom 10-mile headquartersfor unknown reason. He
wasbrutally tortured and killed. (Source: RSO)

OnMarch 29, 1997, SL ORC troopsfrom Kho Lam, Shan State, under the
command of Mg-Gen. Khin Maung, arrested avillager named Sai Phit, 35,
of Nawng Kwai village, Hai Lai villagetract, Namzarng township, Shan
State at hishouse. He wastied up with rope and taken to aplace near a
whitebridgeinthevillage. Hewaslater besten therewhilebeing interrogeated
andfinally shot dead. (Source: SHRF)

OnMarch 30, 1997, threevillagersof Sarm Kyawng village, Ha Lai village

tract, Namzarng township, Shan State, were shot dead by SL ORC troops
whilefishing on the bank of Nam Mawng stream, not very far from Kho
Lam. They were Sai Mart, 28; Saw Nan Ti, 26; and another unknown
villager (Source: HRF).

OnApril 3,1997, villagersfromHai Lai village, Namzarng township, Shan
Statewerekilled while serving asportersat the SLORC Division 55. They
wereAi Mark, 30, (2) Pan Zig Ta, 24, and (3) Ai Ti, 25. They wereseized
for porterswhilethey werefishing and were beaten to death near Wan Sai
Khao. (Source: SHRF)

OnApril 4,1997, SLORC troopsunder the Divison 55 killed thefollowing
civilians. (1) Sai Mon, 25, from Narng Parng village, Murng Yarng tract (2)
Sai Waling, 23 (3) Ai Tark Ngo, 22, from Nawng Parng village, Murng
Yarngtract (4) Ai Mon, 25, from Murng Yawng village, Murng Nawng (5)
Pi Lern, 40, from Murng Yawng villageand (6) Loong Kham Leng, 70, from
Kung Kawk village, Murng Yarng tract, Shan State. They wereaccused of
being SURA membersandkilled. (Source: SHRF)

1.4.10. OnApril 4,1997, SLORC troopsfired M 79 grenadesinto the Tard Mawk
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1.4.1.

1.4.12.

1.4.13.

1.4.14.

1.4.15.

relocation site. Three villagers died and another three were wounded.
(Source: UN report)

OnApril 7, 1997, threewomen from Kung Yung village, Laikhatownship,
Shan State were collecting vegetablein anearby forest. Onewomanwas
on atree cutting down branches for the other two under the tree. The
SLORC troops arrived at the scene and called out something in Burmese
whichwomen did not understand. Being extremely scared, the two women
under thetreeran away, leaving their friend alone onthetree. Whenthe
troopsgot nearer and saw thewomen on thetree, they shot her down right
away. Afterthewomanfell fromthetree, the soldierscovered her with 3-
4 sheetsof old roofing thatch and set fireto her. (Source: SHRF)

OnApril 8,1997, a25 yearsold Mudim boy from Kharankhari village of
Buthidaung township, Arakan State, who was sl eeping in hiscow-shed at
night, was rounded up by the five soldiersfrom SLORC LIB. 354. The
soldierslooted hisgold and cashesfrom hishouse. Then hewasdragged
away to the nearby field and slaughtered. The case was reported to the
policeand the dead body was submitted to the township medical officersby
therdatives. Therdativeswerewarnedto keep silent onthematter. (Source:
RO)

OnApril 16,1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 515 dragged three men who
weretied with ropesto aplacenear Lao Ai bridge, north of Loi Lamvillage,
Wan Long tract, Murngkerng township, Shan State, and beat them to death.
They then piled up the bodiestogether with somedry twigsand branches
and set fireto them. When the villagers went to look at them, after the
soldiershad |eft, the corpseswere found to be unrecognizable. (Source:
HRF)

On April 18,1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 378, one Captain and three
soldierswent to Znawng Hai village, Kho Lam tract, Kunhing township,
Shan State and arrested aman named Khing Sarng at afarm nearby. They
beat him and asked about SURA movementsinthearea. When hecould
not answer their questions, they stabbed himinthe chest, belly and neck,
and killed him near Wan Sai Khao. (Source: SHRF)

On April 22, 1997, Sai Nge of Lon Pu quarter, Kaesee township, Shan
State, was shot dead by SL ORC troopsfrom L1B. 523 near Pang Po village.
(Source: SHRF)
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1.4.16.

1.4.17.

1.4.18.

1.4.19.

1.4.20.

1.4.21.

1.4.22.

1.4.23.

OnApril 29,1997, SLORC troopskilled Nan Zing, 28, from Wan PaMai,
Nar Poi tract, Laikhatownship, Shan State. (Source: SHRF)

InApril 1997, peoplefrom Wan Nang villagewho had been movedto Kho
Lam, Namzarng township, Shan State, came back to look for their cattle
and their household property. They wereshot by SL ORC troops stationed
at Nar Law villageat thetime. They were(1) Sai Thark Awn, 40, fromWan
Nang (2) Sai Zik TaAwn, 35, from Wan Nang (3) Sai Hurng, 30, from Wan
Nang (4) Sai La, 33, fromWan Nang (5) Khat TaYa, 30, from Kho Ood
villageand (6) Nang Sai, 16. (Source: SHRF)

Inmid-April, 1997, four villagersfrom Mark Hark village, Hai Lai tract,
Namzarng township, Shan State, were netting fish in Nam Waeng stream
when SLORC troopsfrom Kho Lam found them. Thesoldierscalled them
out of thewater and shot them dead on the bank. The soldierstook away al
fish. (Source: SHRF)

OnMay 4, 1997, Sai NyaMon who had been moved to Nam Mo inKlo
Lam, Namzarng township, Shan State, was permitted by SL ORC troopsto
goandwork onhisfarmat hisold villageof Kun Sai. Whilehewasdriving
hisold bullock-cart towardsKun Sai, SL ORC troopsfrom Nam Mo went
after himand shot himdead inafield near Kun Sai. (Source: SHRF)

OnMay 5, 1997, Sai Mu Ling, 32, avillager from PaMoi village, Nar Poi
tract, Namzarng township, Shan Statewasarrested at hishouseby SLORC
troops. Hewas beaten and shot dead intheforest near the deserted village
of Wan Paeng. (Source: SHRF)

OnMay 11, 1997, 15 Pdawng villagersof PhaNgarb village, Hai Lai tract,
Namzarng township -- men, women and children of all ages, including an
elderly manof 75 -- went back totheir old villagefrom new relocated site at
Kho Lamto gather their thingsleft behind. Ontheir way back, they al were
shot dead by SL ORC troops near the old bridge of Nawng Kwai. (Source:
HRF)

OnMay 11, 1997, Sai Nan Ti, 30, avillager from PaMai village, Nar Poi
tract, Namzarng township, Shan State, wasarrested at hishouseby SLORC
troops. Hewas beaten and shot dead intheforest near the deserted village
of Wan Paeng. (Source: SHRF)

OnMay 11, 1997, Sai Ar TaPa, 35, and histwo younger brothers, from

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



54

HRDU

1.4.24.

1.4.25.

1.4.26.

1.4.27.

1.4.28.

Kho Lam quarter 4, Namzarng township were shot by SL ORC troopson
their way back totheir homes. Ar TaPaand oneof hisbrothersdied instantly
while another managed to escape. (Source: SHRF)

On May 14, 1997, Sai Nan Ta, 27, and his brother, of Wan Nag village,
Kho Ood tract, Namzarng township, Shan State, went back to clean up the
irrigation ditchesintheir ricefield at their farms. SL ORC troops saw them
whilethey wereworking and arrested them. One of the brothersran and
jumped onto Nam Mawng stream, but was chased and shot dead in the
water. The other wastied up and beaten to death on the head with aheavy
stick onthe bank of Nam Mawng stream. (Source: SHRF)

OnMay 18, 1997, SLORC Magjor Aye Thant and histroopskilled Sai Vi,
Sa Vilarsaand Sai Saw Tain Wan Mawk Zali village, Murngton township,
Shan State. Thethree menwerearrested, accused of being soldiersof the
SURA, tied up, beaten, put into sacksand submerged in water severa times
beforethey werekilled. (Source: SHRF)

OnMay 20, 1997, SLORC Mgjor Kyi Aung and histroopsfrom Murng

Tar village, Shan State cameinto Wan Huay Aw village and arrested the
followingvillagers. (1) Loong Tan, 45 (2) Loong Than Ou, 50 (3) Loong
Su, 47 (4) Sai Aw Ta, 27 (5) Sai Vi Zing Tar, 25 (6) Nang Kham, 31.
SL ORC troops accused these men of giving food and information to the
Shan resistance group. They beat them up and after two daysthey killed
them (Source: SHRF).

OnMay 20, 1997, SLORC Major Aye Thant and histroopskilled Sai Ti
Mar and Sai Thuninthevillage of Mawk Zali, Murngton township, Shan
State. Thetwo men were arrested, accused of being the soldiers of the
SURA, tied up, beaten, put into sacksand submerged in water severa times
beforethey werekilled. (Source: SHRF)

On May 22, 1997, eight villagers of Ter Zerng village, Nar Poi tract,
Namzarng township, Shan State, who had been rel ocated, went back to
their oldvillageof Ter Zerngto get their belongings. Ontheir way back, they
met the SLORC soldiersfrom Namzarng at their old village. They al ran but
only four of them managed to escape. The other four were captured, tied up
two by two and killed. Their bodieswerethrowninto anold dugout in Loi
Waeng village. They were (1) Loong Kaw Yao (2) Nang Nu, wife (3) Sai
KaWing, son and (4) an unknown person. (Source: SHRF)
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1.4.29.

1.4.30.

1.4.31.

1.4.32.

1.4.33.

1.4.34.

1.4.35.

OnMay 22, 1997, SLORC Magjor Kyi Aung and histroopsfrom Murng
Tar township, Shan State, killed L oong Tan, Loong Than Ou, Loong Su, Sai
Aw Ta, Sal Vi Zing Tar and Nang Kham in Wan Huay Aw. Thesix villagers
were arrested two days earlier and accused of providing the SURA with
food and news. (Source: SHRF)

OnMay 23,1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 515 cameinto theold village
of Zik Ta, Murng Lermtrat, Namzarng township, Shan State, and shot dead
fivevillagers. Later they searched for ricewhich thevillagershad hiddenin
theforest and took it away. (Source: SHRF)

OnMay 27,1997, SLORC troopsof LIB. 515 from Laikha, led by Major
Soe Phyu, cameto Ter Leng village, Laikhatownship, Shan State, and
arrested two villagersnamed Sai Tu, 22 and Pan Zik Ta, 25. They were
accused of being SURA members. The troops tied them up, beat and
tortured whileinterrogating them until both of themdied. They thenforced
their familiesto moveto Laikhaimmediately and burnt down their two houses.
(Source: SHRF)

OnMay 30, 1997, SL ORC troopsfrom L1B. 520 from Murngpan township,
Shan State, shot dead thefollowing villagers. (1) SuNan Ta, 35, from Ton
Hoong villagetract, Murngnai township (2) Ai kaw, 27, from Kung Mong
village, Kaeng Khamtract, Kunghing township (3) KungMaa, 35, of Kunhing
township (4) Ai Lot, 25, from Kunghing township (Source: SHRF).

OnMay 30, 1997, Nai Li, 60, woman villager from Wan Kung Ho Yard
village, Kaeng Kham villagetract, Kunghin township, Shan State, went to
collect bamboo-shootsin theforest. SLORC troopsfrom Kunghing-based
IB. 246 blasted her to deasth with ahand grenade. Her body wasleft lyingin
abamboo grove. (Source: SHRF)

OnJune4, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom L1B. 515 shot dead two villagersat
Nar Kaeng village, Murng Lermtract, Kaeseetownship, Shan State. They
wereMuLing, 32, and WinLing, 41 (Source: SHRF).

OnJune 6, 1997, some villagerswith some bull ock-cartswent back to get
riceand paddy fromtheir old village of PhalLang, Kaeng Lomtract, Kunhing
township, Shan State. They returned with several cart-loads of paddy and
they met some SLORC troopsfrom IB. 246 and L1B. 332 led by Major
Nyunt Oo. SLORC troopsarrested them, tied them up with ropesand shot
them dead without asking any questions. They asotook away their belongings,
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1.4.36.

1.4.37.

1.4.38.

1.4.39.

1.4.40.

1.4.41.

cartsand paddy. Thefollowingisthelist of the 26 villagers shot by the
troops. (1) PuLoi Kaw, 60 (2) Nai Loi Poi, female, 40 (3) Lai Zern'Yong,
45 (4) Nai Zing,40 (5) SuNan Ta, 35 (6) Nam Kham, female, 35 (7) Sang
Aw, 38 (8) Khat Nya, 30 (9) Wi Ling, 50 (10) Mu Ling, 45 (11) Kaw Ling
,45 (12) SuPing Nya, 42 (13) Khing Tu, 39 (14) Khing Min, 37 (15) Sai
Wong, 38 (16) Loong Man, 40 (17) AeNang, female, 20 (18) Kaw Ya, 50
(19) Su Ling, 20 (20) Loong Saw, 49 (21) Nang Lao, female, 45 (22)
Nang Mart, female, 43 (23) Nang Seng Zing, female, 38 (24) Ook Tama,
35(25) NaLing, 46 and (26) SinNaTa, 29. (Source: SHRF)

OnJune7,1997, threevillagers of Wan Kyawng, Murngpan township, Shan
State, were beaten to death by the troops from SLORC LIB. 332 from
Murngpan. They were (1) Loong ZaLim40, (2) Loong Nan Ta, 45and (3)
Sai Ta, 37. (Source: SHRF)

OnJune7, 1997, six villagers of PaKarng village, Namzarng township,
Shan State went to get honey intheforest. All of them were shot dead by
the SLORC troops. Thesix villagerskilledwere (1) Ai Nu (2) Ai Sa(3)
Zara(4) Kaw Ling (5) Mae Thaand (6) Wala (Source: SHRF).

On June 10, 1997, SLORC troops from Kunhing-based L1B. 524 shot
dead six villagerswho were going towork ontheir farm, afew kilometers
west of thetown (Source: SHRF).

OnJune 10, 1997, SL ORC troopsfrom L1B. 515, led by Mgor Soe Myint,
forced somevillagersat Wan Sang village, L aikhatownship, Shan State, to
serve as porters. They shot dead one porter at Nawng Leng village and
three other porterson themountain of Loi Taeng. (Source: SHRF)

OnJune11, 1997, apatrol of SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 524 met tenvillagers
who were gathering rice paddy in the deserted village of Wan Phai, Kaeng
Lom tract, Kunhing township, Shan State. Without saying anything, the
SLORC troopsshot al of them dead onthe spot. They wereall from Wan
Phai village. They were: (1) Loong Zarn, 50 (2) PanTi,22 (3) Sai Suay, 20
(4) Sai Ekka, 27 (5) Su Zing, 29 (6) Kaw Na, 39 (7) Khing Khong, 51 (8)
Waling Ta, 36 (9) Khing Ung, 42 and (10) Pan Ta, 45. (Source: SHRF)

OnJune 13, 1997, fivevillagersof different villagesin Murngpan township,
Shan State were beaten to death by troopsfrom SLORC LIB. 332 from
Murngpan township, Shan State. They were (1) Pannya, 35, from Nam
Maw Monvillage(2) Loong Pae, 50, from Nawng Harnvillage (3) PaKao,
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1.4.42.

1.4.43.

1.4.44.

50, from Wan Kung village (4) SuNan Ta, 40, from Loi Noi villageand (5)
SuNaTa, from Long Kaeng village. (Source: SHRF)

OnJune 16, 1997, 27 villagerswith several bullock-cartswho had been
forcibly relocated to Kunhing returned to their old villageof Wan Sar Lar in
Kaeng Lomtract, Shan Stateto get their paddy and other belongingswhich
they had not been ableto take when they wereforced to move. Ontheir
way back to the town, they met some SLORC soldiersat aplace called
Tard PhaHo. The SLORC troops massacred all thevillagersand all the
oxen. Nineof thevillagerskilled were(1) Loong Kaw Zan Ta, 58-year-old
villager from Sar Lar village, Kaeng Lom tract (2) Nai Poi, 50-year-old
villager from Sar Lar village, Kaeng Lomtract (3) Loong Yo, 40-year-old
villager from Sar Lar village, Kaeng Lom tract (4) Khing Zaw Ta, 42-year-
oldvillager from Sar Lar village, Kaeng Lomtract (5) Khing Man, 37-year-
oldvillagersfrom Nar Sai village, Kaeng Kham tract (6) Khing Tae Wing,
47-year-old villager from Nar Sai village, Kaeng Khamtract (7) Sang Pae
Ti, 41-year-old villager from Kun Kyawng village, Kaeng Kham tract (8)
Sang Khae Ming, 35-year-old villager from Nar Lavillage, Kaeng Kham
tract (9) Sang Kaw Ling, 35-year-old villager from Paeng Kham village.
Thenamesof therest were unknown. (Source: SHRF)

OnJune 16, 1997, under the command of Lt-Col. Thein Soe, commander
of Strategic Command (1) of Eastern Command, Captain Kamu of 1B. 513
led histroopsto guard theroad near Sai Khao old village, Kaeng Kham
district, Kunhing township, Shan State. They found somevillagerswho had
comeback to get their rice paddy in the deserted village. Thetroopsarrested
them, tied them up together, threein abunch, and shot them dead. They al
camefrom Quarter (3) of Kunhing town whenthey had beenrelocated. The
22 villagerskilledwere: (1) Ping Nya, 42 (2) Kaw WinTa, 28(3) ZinTa, 50
(4) PanTa, 45(5) Zing Ta, 38 (6) Nan Ti, 30 (7) Naing Harn, female, 27 (8)
Waling Ta, 42 (9) Nang Zern, 29 (10) Loong Man, 44 (11) Sai La, 40
(12) Su Nan Ta, 38 (13) Sai NyaNa, 29 (14) Pi Nu, 48 (15) Ai Sai, 20
(16) Khing Ta, 32 (17) Nang Zarm, female, 40 (18) Loong Ma, 40 (19)
Kaw Ling, 25 (20) Zan TaLa, 30 (21) Ai Ti, 32 and (22) Khing WaL.ing,
40. Thesevillagerswereall shot dead near theforest north of Sai Khao.
(Source: SHRF)

OnJune 17,1997, SL ORC troops and members of people’s militiashot
dead four of thevillagerswho wereworking at aremotefarmintheforest
near Wan Tong village, Ho Nar villagetract, Murngkerng township. The
four were (1) Lai Seng Mu, 48 (2) Sai Thun, 20 (3) PaMi, 60 (4) Nang L u,

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



58

HRDU

1.4.45.

1.4.46.

1.4.47.

15. (Source: HRF

OnJune 26, 1997, SLORC troopsfrom L1B. 515 shot dead seven villagers
at Huay Aw village, Wan Tong villagetract, Kaeseetownship. All thevictims
werewomen and their children. They were(1) AePu, 28, and her 11 year-
old son (2) AePurng, 25, and her three-month old baby (3) AeZing, 27,
and her five month-old baby, and (4) Ae Kham. (Source: SHRF)

OnJune 27, 1997, SLORC troops of Maurngpan-based LIB. 332 |ed by
Captain Thein Htut arrested thefollowing twel vevillagersin Kaeng Tawng
area, Murngnai township, Shan State. They were (1) Sai Nan Ta, headman
of Ton Hoong village, Ton Hoong tract (2) Pu Karng Parn, headman of Nam
TumTai village, Nawng Heetract (3) PuKarng Thawn, heeadman of Nawng
Phar village, Nawng Heetract (4) Awng L a, headman of Waeng Kaovillage,
Nawng Heetract (5) Saw Ya, headman of Kun Mong village, Kun Mong
tract (6) Pu Lai sai, headman of Kun Kawk village, KunMong tract (7) Pu
Karng Larn, headman of Phak Lurnvillage, Kun Mong tract (8) PuKarng
Mawng, headman of Long Kawng village, Ton Hoong tract (9) Mu Ling,
headman of Nawng Phar village, Nawng Heetract, (10) PuKarng Mon,
headman of Kung Savillage, TinHoong tract and three unknown villagers.
Thesetwelve people, most of whom werevillage and tract headmen, were
accused of supporting Shan soldiers. The SLORC troops brought themto
amilitary base, and after torturing and questioning themfor threedays, killed
all of them on June 30, 1997. (Source: SHRF)

Onthenight of June 30, 1997, three peopl e escaped from the regimental
lock-up of Falam-based | B. 268 after removing theiron bar of aventilation
window inthecell. All of themweresoldiersfrom IB. 268. Sergeant Tun
Linwasput into thelock-up dueto the misuse of money collected from cow
smuggling dealersastax. Two other riflemen, SoeMyint and Ko Oowere
put into regimental | ock-up becausethey tried to run away fromtheir regiment.
A platoon of 1B. 268 started the search operation to arrest the desertersin
thesamenight. When the platoon reached Zaothevillageon July 2, 1997 its
commander threatened thevillage chief and villagersthat the villagewould
be burnt down and all male villagerswould be exterminated unlessthey
disclosed the placewherethe deserterswerehiding. Sothevillagersdisclosed
theplaceof hiding. Thearmy surrounded thehut inthehillside cultivation
field near Zaothevillage, wherethe deserterswere hiding the afternoon of
thesameday. At that time, three desertersand Ms. Van La Pal, alocal
womanwereinthehut. Althoughthey tried to escape, thearmy apprehended
all of them except rifleman Ko Oo. Threearrested peoplewereinterrogated
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thewholeday inthat hut. Ms. Van Lai Pal confessed that she had agreed to
send thedesertersto anti-SL ORC revol utionary forcesstaying at Indo-Burma
border. Colonel Ohn Thwin, Commander of Military Tactical Command
No (1), North-West Command ordered Major Khin Maung Wai, Deputy
Commander of 1B. 268 to terminate all the desertersincluding thewoman
and then to report asdeath in an encounter. TunLin, SoeMyint and Ms.
VanLai Pd werekilled onthenight of duly 2, 1997 inthesamehut. (Source:
ABY)

On Jduly 1, 1997, SLORC troops of LIB. 524 led by Major Htun Mya
ransacked Kaeng Lom area, Kunhing township, Shan State, and arrested
villagerswho had come back to collect their possessions|eft behind at their
oldvillages. Altogether 96 men and women were arrested from Waeng
Kham, Kun Mi, Wo Long, Nar taw, Wan Parng, Ho Ha, Nar Poi, Karng
Nar, Nar Yao, Son Sarng, Nar Khar Awn and Nar Khar Long. These 96
villagerswereall gathered together at the village of Kun Mi. They were
beaten, tortured and accused of being supporterswho provided food and
information for the Shan soldiers. On July 3-4, 1997, thetroops put plastic
bagsover their heads, wrapped them up round their necksuntil they suffocated
to death and threw their bodiesinto the Nam Parng River. All thewomen
were also raped several timesduring the 3-4 daysand nights before they
werekilled. (Source: SHRF)

OnJduly 11, 1997, on theroad that branches out from the main road to K aen
Lom, Shan State, the corpses of 26 villagerswerelined up with their heads
laid besidetheir bodies. (Source: SHRF)

OnJuly 12, 1997, on theroad between Kaeng Lom and Kaeng Tawng, 17
corpseswerelined up with their headslaid besidetheir bodies. (Source:
HRF)

On July 12, 1997, the L er-der-poo villager, Karen State, Saw BlaDaya
wasarrested and executed by aSL ORC miilitary columnled by KhinMaung
Win. Thefollowing day, the column arrested and executed Hseet-ku villagers
Saw Ko Sher, Saw Ba Nee, Saw Pee Ler, Saw Ba Shwe and Saw Wah
Ler. (Source: UN report)

On July 20, 1997, SLORC troopsof LIB. 376, led by Maor KoKo Lay
made asearch intheareaof Kaeng Lom, Kunhing township, Shan State.
While searching Nam PaMan village, they arrested avillager named Sai
Rae WaTa, 35, son of Loong Kawn Kya. They accused him of being a
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SURA spy and shot him dead in theforest near Mai Hen Lao. (Source:
HRF)

OnJuly 24,1997, SLORC troopsfrom LIB. 439 opened fireonthevillage
of Maw-law villagein Papun District, Karen Statewounding villager Saw Tu
Lu, 32. (Source: KIC)

OnJuly 25, 1997, the column arrested Pyi Chavillagers, Saw Kway Poe,
Saw Tun Hlaand Saw Par Er in Tavoy-Mergui District and then executed
themwithout reason. Itkilled and atethreeof thevillagers cattle. Again, on
July 26, the column came to Pyi Chaand burnt down five housesand a
pandal. (Source: KIC)

On July 25-26, 1997, about 200 SLORC troops of LIB. 248 rummaged
around theareaof Kaeng Lom, Kunhing township, Shan State. Thetroops
arrested avillager named Sai LaOo, 18, son of Zan Daand Nai Nang Oo
KengLomvillage. They killed him near Kam P village, Kaeng Lomtract,
Kunhing township. (Source: SHRF)

On August 14, 1997, the SLORC unit killed six villagersfrom Seik Ku
villagein Tenasserim Division. Thekillingswerecarried out asathreet tothe
other forcedlaborers. The SLORC complainedthat thesix dainvillagers
killed did not work hard enough and werelazy. (Source: KIC)

OnJuly 29,1997, troopsfrom SLORC LIB. 709 indiscriminately shot at the
villagersof Thway-doevillagein Papun District, Karen State, wounding a
villager. Thetroopsstayed at thevillagefor aday and killed al thechickens
and pigsfound and atethem. (Source: KIC)

InJuly, 1997, 80 SLORC troopsof LIB.525 arrived at Hart Mai village,
Larngkhur township, Shan State, and camped inthevillage. Intheevening,
whenthevillagerswho had gonetowork outsidethevillage returned home,
SLORC troopsshot themwithout asking anything, killing four villagers. They
were (1) Ai Zing, 35 (2) Nan Ti, 20 (3) Zan Ti Ma, 22 (4) Ing Ta, 30.
SL ORC troops accused them of being rebels. When the village headman
saidthey werehisvillagers, the soldiersarrested him, questioned himfor a
whileand eventually killed himaswell. (Source: SHRF)

OnAugust 7, 1997, 150 SLORC troopsof LIB. 516 from Namzarng, Shan
State, led by Major Myint Maung, made asearch intheareaof Wan Lao
villagetract, Kunhing township and shot dead two villagers. They were
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Nang Mai, 25, daughter of Loong Zong and PaAwng of Wan Lao village
and Ping Nya, 30, son of Loong Wawd and Nan Mart of Wan Lao village.
(Source: SHRF)

On August 10, 1997, 80 SLORC troopsfrom I B. 246 led by Major Htoo
Nyein, arrested six villagesin Kho Lam area, Manzarng township, Shan
State. They were (1) Sai Wi Ya, 40, (2) Sai Harn, 38 (3) Sai Parn, 37 (4)
Nang Poi, 36 (5) Nang Htoo, 32 and (6) Sai Kaw Ya, 29. These people
were accused of supporting the SURA troopswith food and weretakento
thearmy base at Kho Lam. Themenwerebeaten and tortured whilebeing
interrogated and findly killed by suffocation, with plastic bags put over their
headsand faces. (Source: SHRF)

On August 23, 1997, husband Saw Kalo, 58 years old, and wife Naw
Moo, 50yearsold, werearrested in Lo Po village of No. (2) District by the
SLORC troopsof LB.102 under the command of Sein Hlaing (unknown
position). Thetroopskilled the husband. Thewife Naw Moo died after
being repeatedly raped by thetroops. (Source: KNPP)

OnAugust 27, 1997, 23-year-old, Saw Jelley, Kho Baw Dehvillagewas
killed by Captain Min Ko Oo of Battalion No. 531 of SLORC while he
went to Mawcheetown to buy salt and fish paste. Saw Jelley was stopped
and searched whilehewas on hisway to Mawchee. The Captain accused
him of Karenni intelligence when the Captain found on him 10,500 kyats
(Burmese Currency) and shot him dead. This incidence reached the
Commander of the Unit who covered thetruth and explained to the public
that Saw Jelley waskilled because hewastrying to escape while hewas
being questioned. (Source: KNPP)

On November 6, 1997, SL ORC battalion commander Khin Maung Win
arrested Saw Kai of TaPeet Lay village, Tavoy district, Tenasserim Division,
without any reason and brutally killed him. (Source: KIC)

On November 18, 1997, SLORC Lt-Col. Thein Maung and LIB. 708
battalion commander Win Tun arbitrarily shot thefollowing villagerswho
werehiding inthejunglearound Shoo-keevillage, Htantapin township, Karen
State. They were Saw Maw Rae (60),Saw Law Ba-kay (35), Saw Maw
Lay (40), Naw Ka Mai(30), Saw Khu Say Doe(6) and Naw Posie(2).
(Source: KHRG)

OnNovember 19, 1997, troop from SLORC LIB. 708 shot thevillagers of
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Tha-aye-keevillagein Htantapin township, Karen State. They killed four
people, aman, awoman and two children. (Source: KIC)

From November 26 to December 3, 1997, SLORC columnled by Lt-Col.
Kyaw Seinfrom LIB. 36 stayed in Kyaukdaung village, Papun township,
Karen Stateand committed variousformsof abuses. Thetroopsforcibly
collected 80,000 kyatsfromthevillagersasporter feesfor three monthsand
killed villager U Ohn, aged 33. (Source: ABSDF)

OnNovember 27,1997, SLORC LB. 48 arrested and brutally killed U Pa
Nya, MinMinLatt and Thein Puof Aung Chan Thavillagein Mooetownship,
Shan State. (Source: KIC)

On November 29, 1997, SLORC soldiersfrom LIB. 704 arrested May
Saw Kyay (age 30), wholivedin ParLalar village, Karen Stateand brutally
killed him. (Source: KIC)

On December 12,1997, SL ORC military columnfrom LIB. 38led by Captain
Win Naing entered Htee Thelay villagein Papun township, Karen Stateand
killed awholefamily. ThevictimswereU Phar Hope, 40-year-old teacher,
Daw Matwe, 25-year-old wife, Saw Nelwe, 16-year-old son and Saw Nisay,
7-year-old son. The column took 5,200 kyats and other belonging of the
family. (Source: ABSDF)

On December 19, 1997, acompany from SLORC I1B.12, based in Lolem
and led by Captain Tin Win ransacked the areasa ong the Nam Taeng river
inLaikhatownship, Shan State. They met threevillagersintwo bullock-
cartsnear Wan Huay village who werereturning from Parng Phonevillage
relocation Steafter sdling consumer goodsthere. After asking afew questions,
the SPDC troops shot dead all thevillagers. Thethreevictimswere (1) Sai
Naw, 30, (2) Nang Yaw, 30, and (3) PaNang Ee. All of themwerefrom
No.2 quarter of Laikhatown. Thesoldiersa so killed thefour oxen for meat
and burnt thetwo bullock-carts. (Source: SHRF)

On December 2-3, 1997, SLORC troops from LIB. 517 ransacked the
areaof Murng Khunvillagetract, Murng Kerng township, Shan State. They
arrested four villagersand killed them. They were (1) Sang Wi, 18 from
Nam Taovillage, Murng Khuntract, (2) Sang Ui, 18, from Nam Taovillage,
(3) Nang Non Zing, 35, from Nam Tao village and (4) Nang, 18, female
from Kung Pek village. Shewasalso raped by the SPDC troops before
beingkilled. The soldiersaso killed two villagersat Wan Kyawng village.
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They were Tiyaand Ai Long, both of them from No.4 quarter of Murng
Kerngtown. (Source: SHRF)

(Also seeunder “persona Accounts,” interviews 3, 8,9, 13, 14, 22, 23, 24,
25, 26, 29, 30, 32, 38, 42, 45, 50, 52, 55, 57, 58, 59, 60, 62, 64, 65, 72,
73, 77,79, 97, 98, 99, 100 and 102)

Za Ling Ta, 28, killed in the February 21 incident in Kho Lam
relocation site with his wife and two daughters. (Photo by SHRF)

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



64 HRDU

Bodies of two Shan refugee families prepared for burial. They were blasted to
death by the SLORC troopsin Kho Lamrelocation sitein Shan State on February
21, 1997. (Photo by SHRF)

KaLing'sfour-year-old soninthe February 21 incident in Kho Lamrelocation
site. (Photo by SHRF)

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



HRDU 65

KalLing, 47, killed inthe February 21 incident in Kho Lamrelocation sitewith
hisfamily and other relatives. (Photo by SHRF)

Nang Nu, 28, Za Ling Ta’swife, killed in the February 21 incident in Kho Lam
relocation site. (Photo by SHRF)
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Pah Dah, Karen
Christian, aged 45
was shot dead on
sight in the forest by
a SLORC patrol on
June 26, 1997. His
body was left where
he was shot. The
grave in the photo
was dug by the
villagers. (Photo by
KHRG)

Saw Lah Po, Karen,
aged 42, single. He
waskilled infront of
his house in Papun
district by a passing
SLORC patrol on
June 30 1997.

(Photo by
Independent Karen
Source)
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Elderly Karen villager who was badly burned when his house was burned by SPDC troopsin
late 1997. He managed to escape the village but fell and died aloe in the bush. By the time he

was found part of his body had been devoured by animals. (photo by Saw TGH)

Thiselderly Karen women was found like this after struggling to live aloein thisfield hut. She
apparently starved to the point where she collapsed into the fire she had lit for warmth, and
died there. (Photo by Saw TGH)
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EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGSIN
THE FORCED RELOCATION
AREAS
IN SHAN STATE
DURING 1997
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