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Headlines in Review
1997

December 31: 1996: Inapressconference, Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt statesthat SL ORC

December 31:

hasarrested 47 membersof the BurmaCommunist Party, including
13NLD members, for their involvement in recent student unrest.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi attendsaNew Year’s Eve dinner at the
home of U Kyi Maung and urgestheworld to apply more pressure
onthe SLORCin 1997 to allow democracy.

January 2: 97 SLORC statesthat foreignjournalistswill nolonger bealowedto

January 3:

January 4.

January 4.

January 7:

January 8:

meet with Daw Aung San SuuKyi a her homeinUniversty Avenue,
Rangoon.

Two Karenni refugeesarekilled and afurther 10 areinjured when
Burmese soldiersfire mortar shells and automatic weaponsinto
Karenni refugee campin northern MaeHong Song, Thailand.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi marksthe49th anniversary of independence
with avow to step up effortsto bring democracy to Burmadespite
increasing restrictionson her and her supporters.

Peregrine Capitd Myanmar Ltd, asubsdiary of Peregrinel nvestment
Holdings Ltd, announcesit has decided to stop its operationsin
Burma, dueto the non-materialisation of aprivatization program,
and widespread controversy surroundingitsoperations.

MaaysanForeign Minigter, Abdullah Badawi, confirmsthat Mdaysa
would like Burmato beintegrated into the A ssociation of Southeast
AsianNationsin 1997.

SLORC officid mediaannouncesthat Saw U Reh, aformer eected
representative of the NL D, hasbeen sentenced to 17 yearsin prison.
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January 11:

January 14.

January 16:

January 17:

January 18:

January18:

January 19:

January 22:

January 26:

January 28:

January 28:

January 28:

Riot police prevent supporters of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from
gathering in Rangoon amid tight security linked to the opening of a
national sportsfedtival.

Deegatesfrom 14 ethnic groupsin Burmacondemntheruling military
juntaand voices support for the NL D, at the closing ceremony of
Ethnic NationditiesSeminar heldin Karen-held territory.

The United Nations Committee on Children’ sRightsrecommends
that the SLORC take specific action to eradicate child |abor, the
recruitment of minorsinto thearmy, and child prostitution.

Canadian Prime Minister, Jean Chretien, urges the ASEAN to
pressure the ruling junta in Burma into holding talks with the

opposition.

SLORC announcesthat 20 people, including six membersof the
NLD havebeenjailedfor sevenyearsfor their roleinthe December
1996 student unrest.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi confirmsthat 20 peoplejaled by the SLORC
weredenied accesstolegal counsel and must be presumed innocent.

SLORC claimsthat supporters of NLD are being blocked from
gathering to hear her speechesbecause of public complaints.

Chinaagreesto boost military cooperation with Burma, including
training and exchangeof intelligence.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi receivesan honorary Doctor of Law degree
at the American University and urges Americans to boycott
companiesdoing businesswith Burma smilitary regime.

Cambodiaco-Premier Hun Sen arrives Burmaand holdstalkswith
senior membersof Burma sregime.

Pepsi CoInc. confirmsthat itsrelationship with alocal Burmese
bottler had been ‘ completely severed’ on January 15, and that all
production and distribution of Peps productswill ceaseby May 31.

SL ORC announcesthat 14 people, including five membersof the
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January 29:

January 30:

February 1

February 1.

February 3:

February 4:

February 5:

February 6:

February 10:

NLD, have beenfound guilty of provoking studentsand throwing
rocksat security personnel during protestsin December. Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi saysthe sentencesare asham sincethetrialsare not
madepublic.

DKBA troopsburndownthe MaeLa, Ban Huay Kalok and Huay
Bong refugee campsand leave 10,000 homeless. They dsokill two
people, including aThai man, aswell as seriously wounding two
refugeechildren.

SLORC hitsback at the US State Department’s Annual Human
Rights PracticesReport for itsaccusations of human rightsabusesin
Burma, sayingthey are* nonsense’ and part of aconspiracy against
SLORC.

The SLORC announcesit hasuncovered aplot by exiled students
and ‘ subversives' to create unrest in the country.

SLORC Foreign Minister, U Ohn Gyaw, repeatsinaSLORC press
conferencethat it has no plansto extradite wanted former drug-
lord, Khun Sa, to the United States in the absence of legal
reguirementsto do so.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi says during her news conference that a
SLORC minister hasencouraged juntasupportersto murder her.

Thai Foreign Ministry summons Burmese Ambassador, U Hla
Maung, and lodgesastrong diplomatic protest against recent attack
onthreerefugee campsin Thailand by pro-Rangoon DKBA troops.

Unocal Corp, states that the best way to promote democracy in
Burmaisfor firmslikefast food giant McDonal dsto commence
operationsthere.

Thailand Foreign Minister Prachuab Chaiyasan saysthat Western
nationsshould ask Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to‘tonedown’ her stance
inorder to reach acompromisewith the SLORC |eaders.

The pro-Rangoon DKBA vows to keep attacking ethnic Karen
refugees sheltering in campsaong the Burma-Thai border. Captain
Htu Wa, the DKBA'scommander-in-chief, in astatement madeto
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February 10:

February 11:

February 12:

February 12:

February 12:

February 13:

February 15:

February 17:

February 21:

reportersat hiscamp onthe Burmeseside of theMoel River.

SLORC Lt-General Khin Nyunt says that the SLORC wantsto
make peace with ethnic-insurgent group, the Karen Nationa Union,
but that the offer has been rejected by the KNU.

Amnesty International callsfor ‘aconstructive and open discussion
on humanrightsissue’ when Asian and Europeanforeign ministers
meet in Singapore on February 13, 1997.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi celebratesUnion Day in Burmawith her
supporters, despite military effortsto blockade the approachesto
her compound. Hundreds of people areturned away by armed riot
police asthey try to gain accessto her home.

The Thai government approvesaventure between Thai petroleum
company, PTT and its Burmese counterpart, MOGE, aswell asthe
Texaco, Premier and Nippon oil companies, to devel op, produce
and transmit natural gasfromthreeexplorationtractsinthe Yetagun
offshoregasfield and from two other tractsnearby inwhich PTT is

already taking part.

The SLORC troops launch amajor offensive against key KNU
stronghol ds along the Thai-Burmaborder, driving thousands of
refugeesinto Thailand.

Asean and the EU compromise on the controversy surrounding
Burma’sparticipation in Asean by agreeing to mention it without
comment inthejoint declaration.

Thailand Foreign Minister Prachuab Chaiyasan urgesthe EU and
Aseanto shareresponsibility in bringing positive changeto Burma.

Frances Vendrell, director the Political Affairs Department and
representativesof the UN General Secretary arrives Rangoon and
will meet leadersand officialsof the SLORC.

Indonesia’ sPresident Suharto arrivesBurmafor alandmark visit
amsat promoting bilatera tiesaswell asassessng Burma sreadiness
for full membershipin Asean.
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February 24:

February 24:

February 25:

February 25:

February 26:

February 27:

February 28:

March 2:

March2:

March4:

March 4:

Visiting UN representative, Frances Vendrell meetswith KhunHtun
0o, aprominent Shan opposition leader, aswell asDaw Aung San
SuuKyi.

Aninitid group of 618 KarenrefugeesfromBan Thi Phoin Umphang
district, Thailand arerel ocated to asite near Ban Nu Pho, Umphang
district. Itisannounced that al 7,000-8,000 refugeesintheareawill
bemovedtothenew siteat alater date.

TheThai Army, notorious 9th Divisionin Kanchanburi province
separatesrefugee men, aged 15 yearsand older, fromtheir families
inatemporary refugeesiteand forcibly returnsthemto Burma.

SLORC Army Chief, Maung Aye, and hisThai counterpart, Gen.
Chetta Thanajaro, meet at Tachilek, a Burmese border town, to
discussescalating border problemsbetween the two countries.

Around 3,000 women and children from Ban Bong Ti passin
Kanchanaburi province arerepatriated to Taw MaPwu villagein
Burma

Thai paratroopers and Burmeseforcesclash briefly near the Thai
border of Pu Nam Rawn where over 2,300 Karen refugees are
taking refuge.

The USA condemns Burma, Afghanistan and four otherscountries
for falling to cooperatefully inthefight against drug trafficking.

TheKNU vowstokeepfighting unlesstheruling juntaresumespeace
talks, amidamassveoffensveagang themby SLORC troopswhich
hasdisplaced thousandsof civilians.

TheTha army issuesan announcement, dismissing alegationsthat
Thai troopshaveforced thousandsof Karenrefugeesin Kanchanaburi
back to war zonesin Burma.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi alegesthat membersof her NLD party are
thetargetsof fresh persecution with * unprecedented severity’.

Refugeesfrom PhuNam Rawn arere ocated to Phu Muangin Muang
district of Kanchanburi.
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March5:

March 6:

March 7:

March 8:

March 9:

March 10:

March 10:

March 11;

March 12:

March 13:

An Environmental Impact Assessment report (EIA) relevant tothe
construction of the Yadanagas pipeline project isre-submitted to
the Thai Officeof Environmental Policy and Planning (OEPP).

The South African President, currently in Singapore, urges deeper
engagement between South Africaand Southeast Asia, saying aleged
human rights abusesin Burmawill not effect futuretieswith the
booming region.

Thailand Army Chief, Gen. ChettaThangaro, satesthat the UNHCR
will not beallowed to provide assistanceto ethnic Karen refugees.

Thai National Security Council deputy chief, Kachadpai
Buruspattana, commentsthat theinternational community should
refrainfromcriticizing Thailand over it’ shandling of Karenrefugees,
and instead appreciateit’seffort to carefor refugeesover the past
13years.

1,500 Karen civilianswho have taken sanctuary inthe Thung Yai
Naresuanwildlifereservein Kanchanaburi, are sent back acrossthe
border into Burma.

Daw Aung San SuuKyi urgescompassion and helpfor ethnicKaren
refugeeswho havefledto Thailand inthefaceof attacksby SLORC,

inavideo-taped message.

A group of 1,800 Karen refugeesin Thong Pha Phum are pushed
back into Burmaby Thai authorities.

A NSC meeting in Thailand, chaired by Thai PM, Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh, adoptsaresol ution that Thailand will push back more
than 100,000 ethnic refugeesto Burmaas soon asfighting inthe
country subsides.

Thai Army Chief, Gen. Chetta Thanagjaro, and his Burmese
counterpart, Gen. Maung Aye, meet halfway acrossthe Thai-Burma
friendship bridgein Myawaddy and negotiatethe resumption of the
bridge’sconstruction.

A 30-year agreement for Thailand to buy natural gasfrom Burma's
offshore Yetagun gas field is signed by PTT governor and
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March 18:

March 19:

March 21:

March 22:

March 24:

March 24:

March 25:

March 26:

March 27:

April 1.

April 6:

representativesof the Yetagun devel oping group led by US Ol giant,
Texaco.

SLORC announces that US and Burmese drug officials have
completed afour-day joint survey of opium poppy fieldsto determine
theyield of thedrug in the current growing season.

SLORC hasplacedfivecitieson asecurity dert after reigiousunrest
involving Buddhistssand MudimsinManda ay.

TheUS State Department warnsitscitizensagainst travel to Burma
without ‘ acompelling reason’, amid unrestin Rangoon and Mandal ay.

The Karen Refugee Committee urgesthe Thai government to allow
the UNHCR to provide aid and assistance to around 90,000 Karen
refugees.

Thailand’sNationa Environment Board (NEB), approvesaPTT-
conducted environmental impact assessment, amid criticism from
environmenta and humanrightsgroups.

TheEU dripsBurmaof specid trading privilegesinreactiontoreports
that it has used forced |abor to help boost exports.

Thai Army Chief, Gen. Chetta Thangjaro, re-statesthat Thailand
hasno policy of alowing UNHCR to provide humanitarian aid to
Karenrefugeesin Thailand.

SLORC deniesreportsthat itissheltering Li Yun-chuang, andleged
drug trafficker, wanted in connection with the seizure of thelargest
shipment of heroin.

SLORC cdebrates Army Day with aparade of thousandsof soldiers,
held amid tight security following aspate of communal unrestin
Rangoon.

A Connecti cut-based | egid ative committee approvesabill that will
prohibit the state from purchas ng goodsand servicesfrom companies
doing businessin Burma.

SLORC warnsBurmesecitizensto refrain from political agitation
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April 6:

April 9:

April 10:

April 14:

April 16:

April 22:

April 23

April 24:

April 24:

April 25:

April 27:

and unrest during theupcoming New Year festiva andtdllsofficid to
maintain ahigh security dert.

A bomb explodesat SL ORC |eader, Lt-Gen. Tin Oo’shouse, killing
hiseldest daughter.

Daw Aung San SuuKyi urgesthe53rd session of theUN Convention
on Human Rightsin Genevato adopt astrong resol ution condemning
theruling military regimein Burma, in avideo-taped message.

A United Nationsspecia human rightsrapporteur to Burmaexpresses
‘profound regret’ that there has been no changein the humanrights
stuationin Burmaover thepast year.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi urges 600 supporters during the Buddhist
New Year’scelebration, not to forget their countrymen jailed for
advocating democracy.

The UN Commission on Human Rights passesastrongly-worded
resol ution condemning the SL ORC for its poor humanrightsrecord.

American Secretary of State, Madel eine Albright, announcesaban
onnew investment by Americansin Burma, under a1996law dlowing
such ameasureif human rights abusesin the country worsened.

The Australian government statesthat it will not joinaUSmoveto
Impaose economi ¢ sanctionson Burmaover human rightsabuses by
itsmilitary regime.

SLORCLt-Col. HlaMin statesthat recently imposed sanctionsare
part of a broader US strategy aimed at preventing Burma from
entering the protectivefold of ASEAN memberships.

Malaysian PM, Mahathir Mohammed, statesthat he disagreeswith
US sanctions and that the measureswould only hurt the Burma's
people, and not itsgovernment.

TheUSagain notesitsoppositionto Burmajoining ASEAN, but
statesthat it wel comesthe memberships of Laosand Cambodia

A group of 30 armed DK BA troops open fireand burn down part
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April 28:

April 28:

April 29:

May 1:

May 4.

May 9:

May 14:

May 14:

May 16:

May 16:

May 17:

of the Hta Per Pu camp in Umphang district, Thailand, killing one
refugeeman.

SLORC Foreign, Minister U Ohn Gyaw, statesthat Burmahasno
plansto retaliate against the USfor economic sanctions.

Two Mon villageswith around 300 makeshift sheltersare set alight
after SLORC troopsoverrunaMon military baseat Tab Guncha

SLORC Secretary-2, Lt-Gen. Tin Oo, statesthat traitorswithinthe
country areturninginto ‘terrorists with theaid of foreign backing.

A Colorado Senate Resol utionispassed against doing businesswith
Burma

A SLORC-sponsored USDA mass rally at Thuwanna Sports
Stadium issues athreat to ‘ punish’ Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
USA.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi holdsatwo-hour meeting with Alavaro de
Soto, UN Assistant Secretary-General for political affairs, at the
home of aUN representativein Burma.

SLORC makesastatement to Thai reportersaccompanying Thai
Prime Minister to Rangoon, to avoid contact with Daw Aung San
SuuKyi. Therestrictionisset out in aformal |etter sent to the Thai
ForeignMinigtry.

The New York City Council votes to stop doing business with
companiesinvolvedinbusnessin Burma, inamoveto usecity funds
‘to do good and not to encourageevil’ .

Tha PM, Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, leaveson atwo-day officia visit
to Burma. Both leaders from two countries agree to clear up
remaining border problemsand boost trade and investment ties.

John Imle, President of Unocal Corp., meets Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi at her homeand talksfor severa hours.

Burmahands-over herointrafficking suspect, Li Yun-chun, to Thai
authoritiesafter having denied that he had fled to Burma.
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May 21.

May 25:

May 26:

May 27

May 27.

May 29:

May 30:

May 31:

June?2:

June3:

Junes:

June 10:

NLD sourcesays SL ORC hasarrested at | east 50 senior members
of the party ahead of the May 27th election anniversary.

NLD source says SL ORC hasdetained at | east 350 supporters of
the party, but announcesto go ahead with aparty meeting on May
27.

SLORC announcesit has sentenced U Myo Khin, NLD secretary
for Yankin township to four yearsinjail onacharge of falsifying
documents.

Raph Zacklin, interim UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
expresses concern over Burma's recent detention and arrest of
opposition party members.

Hundredsof armed riot police stop supportersof NL D frommesting
at Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’shomefor aparty congress.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi appedl sinasmuggled video-taped message
for Aseanto begin talking with her party.

About 100 armed DK BA burnstwo refugee campsin Tak province,
killing two peopleand leaving at |east 11,000 people homeless.

ASEAN decidestoformally admit afurther threemembers- Burma,
Cambodiaand Laos- asearly asJuly.

Canadian ambassador to Thailand saysCanadawill upholdits* critica
engagement’ policy toward Burma, despiteitsscheduled admission
into ASEAN.

NL D sourcesconfirmthat SLORC hasstarted releasing most NLD
memberswho had been detained in May.

U Tin Shwe, a67-year-old NLD organizer, diesof heart failure at
Rangoon Genera Hospital, according to SLORC.

MalaysiaForeign Minister, Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, arrivesin
Rangoon to formally notify Burmaof itsadmissionto ASEAN in
duly.
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Junel2:

Junel2:

June 16:

June 19:

June24:

June?27:

July 1:

July 4

Jduly 10:

July 13

July 17:

Burmeseofficialscloseal border crossing sitesopposite Mae Sod
inTak district, resulting in asignificant disruption of cross-border
trade.

Japanese envoy, Hiroshi Hirabayashi, arrivesin Rangoon for talks
with Burma's leaders, to underscore Japan’s concern over the
crackdown on the democratic movement in Burma.

Thailand begin to rel ocate Karen refugees from Phu Muang in
Kanchanaburi provinceto Tham Hin campin Ratchaburi province.

Police prevent about a hundred of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's
supportersfrom visiting her Rangoon hometo celebrate her 52nd
birthday. Only 20 of her relativesand closeaidesaredlowedinside
the compound.

Rocketsarefired into Myawaddy, causing afirebut noinjuries.

SLORC Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt, condemns United States government
funding agencies for supporting the Burmese pro-democracy
movement, saying that funds have been used to financeterrorist
activitiesby exile opposition groups.

Ethnic Shan groupsaccuse SL ORC troopsof massacring 58 civilians
in Shan Statein June.

Thailand and Burma sign a memorandum to buy up to 1,500
megawatts of €l ectricity from Burmaby theyear 2010.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi statesthat repression hasincreased and
that the political and economic situationin Burmahasworsenedin
thetwo yearssince shewasreleased from house arrest.

A six-member delegation of Chineseanti-narcoticsofficialsarrives
inRangoon for meetingswith the Burmese officia son thecontrol of

illegd drugs.

Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt meetsthe chairman of theNLD U Aung Shwe
and two other senior members, but the meeting did not signal the
start of apolitical dialogue betweenthetwo, say SLORC and NLD
officds
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July 19:

July 22:

July 23:

July 24:

July 27:

July 28:

August 4

August 5

August 12:

August 15:

August 17:

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi attendsan official Martyrs' Day wreath-
laying ceremony, commemorating the50th anniversary of her father’s
nation.

Bangladeshi authoritiesdelay the planned repatriation of about 200
BurmeseMudimrefugeesfromNo-aPaRacamp amidfreshtensions.

Lt-Gen MyaThinrecommendsthat prisonsbetapped asavauable
sourceof labor and that prisonersshould befully utilized to develop
thecountry.

Senior General Saw Maung, former head of the SLORC, diesof a
heart attack.

US Secretary of State Madeeine Albright callsfor cooperationfrom
ASEAN toensurepoalitical reformsin Burmaand adia ogue between
therulingjuntaandtheNLD.

European Unionforeignministerstell their ASEAN counterpartsthat
the EU will not allow new member Burmato join ASEAN-EU
meeting if suchtalksareheldin Europe.

SLORC authoritiesin Myawaddy, aborder town with Thailand,
refuseto take back some 280 Mudimrefugees, sayingthey arediens
and not Burmese nationals. They are among the 499 Burmese
arrested and sent back to Burmaby Thai authorities.

A letter signed by 23 venerable paliticiansurges SLORC to hold
dialoguewith Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’sNLD party.

SL ORC reopensnearly 39,000 high school stwo monthslater, but
keeps closed some 30 universitiesand colleges suspected of being
linked to student unrest.

Thailand and Burmadofficidly openthe Thai-Burmafriendship Bridge
which crosses Myawaddy of Burmaand Mae Sod of Thailand.

SL ORC announces aspecial court has sentenced three cousins of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and one other supporter for alleged
involvement in US-funded terrorist conspiracy.
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August 19:

August 28:

September 1.

September 9:

September 14:

September 15:

September 17:

September 23:

September 24:

September 27:

October 3:

October 4:

October 15:

Thailand and Burmasign an agreement for acomprehensivegpproach
to settle boundary problemsby agreeing to jointly demarcatethe
entire border between thetwo countries.

A helicopter belonging to the Naresuan Task Forces of Thailand
goesmissing near the Thai-Burmaborder.

British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook rulesout Burma sparticipation
inan Asian-Europesummitin Londonin April 1998.

Burmesedissidentsin Thailand say aThai missing helicopter was
shot down by aBurmeseinfantry division stationed acrossthe border.

A Japanese embassy statement saysthat aUN disaster management
team hasreported seriousflooding and lossof lifein Burma.

Thai authoritiesraid the Burmese exilegovernment officeand arrest
13 people, including three ministers.

NLD issuesastatement saying that it turned down talkswith the
SLORC becauseany dia oguewould havetoincludeitsleader Daw
Aung San SuuKyi.

Former strongman, Ne Win, arrivesIndonesiaat theinvitation of
President Suharto.

NL D vowsto go ahead with plansto hold atwo-day specia meseting
to mark the ninth anniversary of itsfounding.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi callsfor dialoguewith the SLORC asthe
NL D opensatwo-day specia meeting without incident.

Diplomats say that the European Union’ssanctionson Burmawill
be extended for six monthsfrom the end of October.

Singapore’s Trade and Industry Minister, Lee Yock Suab, calling
for adequate trangparency and protection of investment in Burma,
citesthe shortage of hard currency and tight exchange controlsas
difficultiesfaced by investorsthere.

Burmaand the Philippinessign an agreement to fight international
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October 20:

October 21:

October 28:

November 4:

November 5:

November 6:

November 7:

November 9:

November 11;

November 13

drug trafficking as well as atrade agreement, an agreement on
technical cooperation in forestry and forest industries and an
agreement establishing ajoint commission for bilateral cooperation.

Kyaw Din, 58, amember of NLD, dies at the prison hospital of
acute pulmonary edemawhile serving atwo-year jail sentence,
according to the statement rel eased by the SLORC.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi goesto Thaketatownship in Rangoon to
organizethe youth NL D wing and speak to supporters. Thisisher
firgt trip outs dethecapital sincebeing released from her housearrest.

Riot police scuffle with adozen NLD supporters and prevent a
meeting between them and Daw Aung San SuuKYyi inthe Mayangone
NLD office. Five membersof theNLD, including an elected MP,
arearrested.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi postpones aplanned meeting of her party
because of tight security measuresby the SLORC. Dozensof riot
police are deployed to stop the meeting.

SLORC authoritiesbar Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from leaving her
residenceto attend the planned party meeting in Tamwetownship
NLD office.

Tha army chief Gen. Chetta Thangjaro meets his Burmese
counterpart Lt-Gen. Khin Nyunt in Rangoon and agreesto ensure
that Thai forceswould prevent Burmese minority groupsfromusing
Thailand asbasesfor anti-SL ORC activities.

SLORC mediaaccuseNLD of being agroup of terroriststhat create
anarchy and demand changesin order to avoid aconfrontation.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi atendsthe memorid serviceat thehome of
thefamily of U Maung Ko, amember of her party who died seven
yearsago in prison.

A Group of 98 Thais, including three women, are released from
Burmesejailsand return homeonamilitary aircraft.

Riot police put up barbed wire and spikes outside the Daw Aung
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November 14:

November 15:

November 16:

November 18:

November 20:

November 25:

December 7:

December 10:

December 12;

December 13:

December 16:

San Suu Kyi’shometo stop her from going toan NLD meetingin
Hlaing township, Rangoon.

Two refugeesarekilled by the Thai border task forcesin Ban Kui
Lortor in Umphang district whiletrying to repatriate some 1,000
Karenrefugees.

21-member SLORC isreplaced with 19-member groupscaled the
State Peace and Devel opment Council (SPDC).

The United Nations criticises Burma srecord on human rightsand
the absence of stepstowardsademocratic government.

Morethan 2,000 Karen refugeesin Ban Ale Tongku, Ban Kui Lortor
and Ban Tee Jorchee areforcibly sent back to Burmaby the Thai
authorities,

The UNHCR spokeswoman saysthat the UNHCR has protested
to Thailand about theforced relocation of 1,100 Burmeserefugees
to an unsafe place straddling the border.

NLD’sstatement accusesthe SL ORC of harassing party members
inorder to prevent them from attending the gathering on the 77th
anniversary of theNational Day.

Thailand and Burmaagreeto form aworking group aimed at tackling
thedual problem of illegal Burmeselabor and overflowing refugee
campsalongthe Thal side of the border.

SPDC (formerly SLORC) announcesthat it hasdissolvedits 14-
member Advisory Group, formed less than a month ago, in a
government shake-up.

SPDC saysU Kyi Maung, vice-chairman of theNL D, hasresigned
fromtheparty, but asenior party official deniestheclaim.

Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammed meets Senior

General Than Swe, head of SPDC, and conveysconcern over the
gtuationinBurma

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan meets Senior General Than
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Shwein KualaL umpur and says hewould send aspecia envoy to
Burmato meet |eadersof the SPDC.

December 18: SPDCtdlsthe NLD to stop holding massgatheringsor torisk losing
meaningful dial ogue between the SPDC Home affairs Minister
Colond TinHlaing andfivecentral executivecommitteemembersof
theNLD.

December 21:  SPDC announcesthat the military leadership hasreshuffled eight
key cabinet pogitions, reorganizing thecivilianwings.

Human Rights Yearbook 1997-98: Burma



