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13. Abuseof Women

13.1. Background

Throughout history Burmesewomen have suffered discrimination. Society andtra:
ditionin Burmatend to denigratetheroleof women. For example, athoughwomen
constitute an estimated 40 per cent of theworkplace, few women have ever been
allowed toriseto top government positions. Gender discrimination also severely
restrictswomen'sright to expresstheir legitimateinterest in socia and political af-
fairs. Women -- particularly ethnic women -- are extremely vulnerable under the
SLORCregime.

Although asignatory to the 1952 UN Convention onthe Political Rightsof Women,
Burmahastill not ratified the 1981 Convention on the Elimination of All Formsof
Discrimination Against Women, nor hasit established any officid agency to advance
or protect the status of women. Asaresult, socid, health, and educationa problems
which many women suffer daily are overlooked.

SLORC hasrepeatedly denied al reportsof human rights abuses against women by
citing the existence of equal rightsand fivekey lawswhich, it argues, would prevent
any such abusesfrom occurring: the Suppression of Prostitution Act (1949), the
Myanmar Buddhist Women’s Special Marriage and Succession Act (1954), the
Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association Law, the Nursing and Ma-
ternity Law, and the Penal Code. Despite SLORC’s denial of the existence of
human rights abuses against women in Burma, there has been overwhelming evi-
denceof adisturbing pattern of grave human rights abuses and humanitarian neglect
throughout Burmasince 1988, in which women have been particular victims.

13.2. Burmese Women in Poalitics

Burmese women who become politically active, by expressing their opinionsfor
human rightsor smply by aligning themselveswith aparticular political party, are
systematically discriminated against and harassed. Moreover, thosewho directly
confront SLORC'spoalitica system by demanding certain freedomsarearrested and
brutally treated. Thestuation of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, themast prominent leader
of democracy in Burma, illustratesthediscrimination that political women must en-
dure. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been physically attacked by the SL ORC-spon-
sored group USDA.. Slanderous statementsby SLORC areroutineand her ability
to movefredy isseverely restricted. Thesekindsof restrictionsand harassment on
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi areclear evidence of theviolation of “Convention onthe
Elimination of All Formsof Discrimination Against WWomen.”

Thisyear, anumber of well-known women political prisonersremainin detention,
including Dr. MaThidaand San San Nwe (Thaywaddy).

13.2.1. Incidents

Dr. MaThidaand ten other NLD memberswerearrested in July 1993 and
held incommunicado before being brought to trial on October 15, 1993,
They werecharged with* endangering public tranquillity” under Section 5())
of the 1950 Emergency Provisions Act, “ having contact with unlawful as-
sociations’ under Section 17(1) of the 1908 Unlawful AssociationsAct,
and “distributing unlawful literature” under Sections 17 and 20 of the 1962
Printers and Publishers Registration Act. Dr. Ma Thida and her col-
leagueswerefound guilty and sentenced to 20 yearsin prison.

Dr. MaThidahad previoudy been acampaign assistant for Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi; at thetimeof her arrest shewasworking at theMudim FreeHos-
pital in Rangoon. Thedoctor isan accomplished writer; she haswritten
many short storiesand several novels, none of which have been published.
Although shewasgiven official permission to publish her latest novel, she
has now been prohibited from doing so.

Dr. MaThidaiscurrently being held in solitary confinement in Insein prison
with no accessto reading or writing materials. Shehassuffered fromfailing
health since the beginning of her detention; her maladiesinclude digestive
problems, tuberculosis, and ovarian tumorswhich may requiresurgery. The
medical treatment in Insein Prisonisnegligible; athough shereportedly has
recovered fromtuberculosis, sheisstill not receiving appropriate medical
carefor her other ailments.

Daw San San Nwe, a51-year-old NL D member and well-known journal -
ist, wasarrested in Rangoon on August 4 or 5, 1994. A widow with four
children, shewasarrested with one of her daughters, Myat MoMo Tunand
two other political leaders. Accordingtothe SLORC, thefour were de-
tained for passing information “ critica of thegovernment” toforeignjournd-
istsand diplomatsin order to makeforeign governments* misunderstand the
SLORC government.” Thefour werea so accused of sending information
tothe UN Specia Rapporteur on Burma.
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On October 6, 1994, Dan San San New was sentenced to sevenyearsin
prison under Section 59(e) of the 1950 Emergency Provisions Act for
spreading fa seinformation and threeyearsin prison under Section 17(1) of
the Unlawful Associations Act for membership or contact withillegal or-
ganizations. Shehad been previoudly arrested in July 1989 during one of
SLORC'snationwide crackdown on the political opposition.

Daw San San New’ swriting hasbeen banned in Burmasince the beginning
of the 1988 democracy movement. However, oneof her banned short sto-
rieswasfeatured in abook entitled, Inked over, Ripped Out: Burmese Sto-
rytellersand the Censors which was published by the PEN American Cen-
ter in 1993.

13.3. 1996 Arrests of Female Activists

During 1996, dozens of women and femal e studentswere arrested, detained, and
interrogated by SL ORC authoritiesfor their support of the NLD or for their partici-
pation in the student-led demonstrationsin November and December 1996.

13.3.1 OnAugust 22, 1996, Burmese officia mediareported that “ action had been
taken” against 19 NL.D membersfor distributing anti-government materias
and* conniving” with outsideforcesto destabilizethe country. Threewomen
wereamong the 19 NL D supporterscited for these“crimes’: Dr. KhinMar
Kyi, Daw Khin San Aye, and Dr. Khin SoeWin. Dr. KhinMar Kyi, age 33,
ran aprivate medical clinicin Monywa. Shewasarrested for allegedly
having connectionswithillega organizations, shewas|ater sentenced to seven
yearsin prison with hard labor. Currently sheisin Htonbo labor camp.
Daw Khin San Aye, age 35, is a shopkeeper. Shewas also arrested in
Monywaand sentenced to seven yearsin prison with hard labor. Shewas
sent to Mandalay prison. All threewomen were sentenced under Act 122/2
for high treason on the groundsthat they had contactswith Burmesedissi-
dentsinIndia. The SLORC medialater stated that the group of three had
conspired to send NL D membersfor trainingsin politica defiancewith ex-
iled colleaguesin India, had distributed | eaf| ets attacking military-organi zed
congtitutional talks, and had made plansto open asecret officein Monywa.
(Source: SAIN)

13.3.2. On February 11, 1997, eleven men and six women | eft Prome, Burmaby
trainto attend the NL D Union Day in Rangoon. Soldiersand policemen
boarded thetrain at Tharawaddy station and arrested fifteen of the NLD
members (two of thewomen werenot arrested). The prisonersweretaken
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to the quarters of the 35th Regiment. The women arrestees were Daw
Myint Myint Khin, Daw TinHIaing, Daw Than Than Nu, and Daw AyeMya
San.! (Source: SAIN)

13.3.3. On December 3, 1996, Ma Thi Thi Aung, NLD youth member from
Kamayut township, was sentenced to seven yearsin prison aong with four
other NLD members. Thefivewere charged with having contactswith the
student demonstratorsin Rangoon. (Source: SAIN)

13.3.4. On December 7, 1996, seven student membersof the NLD, including four
women, werearrested for attending democracy demonstrationsin Rangoon
earlier inthemonth. Thearresteeswere: MaCho, MaKyi Kyi Win, Ma
KhinMar Yee, MaThidaMyint MaCho, Thi Thi Aung, and KhinMar Yee,
Theyouth were sentenced to seven yearsimprisonment. MaKyi Kyi Win
was later released. (Source: SAIN)

13.3.5. Thefollowing activistswerealso arrested for their alleged connectionswith
thestudent demonstrations: MaYee YeeHtun, MaLay Lay Mon, MaThin
Thin Aye, MaAung Gyi, MaMyat Sabae M oe, Ma Sabae Phyu, MaMay
Chaw Shein, and MaThan Than SuuWin. Someindividualswerere eased,
but more detailed informationisunavailable. (Sources: SAIN)

13.4. Women and Forced L abor

During the past few years, increasing numbers of women, including young girlsand
theelderly have been forced towork on SLORC sinfrastructure projectsand to act
asportersinwar zones. Such uncompensated, forced |abor continuesdespite Burma's
ratificationin 1955 of Article 11 of IL O Convention No. 29 Concerning Forced or
Compulsory Labor, ratified by Burmain 1955, which confines compul sory labor to
“able-bodied” malesbetween the ages of 18 and 45.

SLORC’shas continued itswidespread use of portersto carry military supplies,
stand on sentry duty, build and maintain army camps, and act ashuman minesweep-
ers. SLORC hasno problem usingwomenfor suchjobs. While SLORC battalions
generally prefer male portersbecausethey can carry heavier |oads, somebattalions
deliberately demand or capture women portersin order to provide captiverape
victims. SLORC soldiersgenerally select unmarried girlsunder theage of 18 for
“porter duty.” Women are considered more versatile and useful to these battalions.

1 Themen arrested were Aung Myint, U Myo Thein, U Aung Myo Myint, U Shwe Thein, U Myint
Than, U Paik Tin, U Myint Htwe, U Chit Tin, U Win Naing, U Aung Thein Win, and U Thein Zaw.
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They can beemployed asporters, human shields, property to be sold, and, of course,
assexual entertainment for the soldiers.

When theseyoung girlsarefinally permitted to return home, they often discover they
arepregnant. Many attempt to abort using primitive methodswhich sometimescauses
their death. Despitethefact that thegirlswereviolently raped and humiliated against
their will, cultural normsrequire secrecy inthedecisionto abort; they fear that if the
villagerslearnthat they have been raped, they will be unableto marry.

Evenwomen with small infantsareforced to report for portering duties. Insome
cases, awoman porter can be seen carrying ababy on her chest and aheavy |oad of
mortar shellson her back. In other cases, soldiersorder womentoleavetheir infants
behind inthevillage, wherethey must hopetheother villagerswill carefor it. Aspart
of portering duties, women with infantsmust also report for rotating shiftsof usualy
threeto seven days, building and maintai ning army camps, cooking, cleaning, doing
errandsfor soldiers, and standing sentry. Such dutiesarerotated among families. If
afamily can not provide an able-bodied adult at itsturn, achild must report for duty.
In conflict areas, able-bodied men are often afraid to report for duty because the
soldiersoften accuse the men of being rebel sand thentorture or executethem at will.
In these cases, women or children are sent to replacethe men.

SLORC soldiersusewomen and children to sweep roadsfor landmineseach morn-
ing beforethey attempt to usetheroad. The soldiershopethat their use of women
and childrenwill dissuade nearby villagersfrom supporting any opposition groups.
Often SLORC soldierswill forcealarge number of childrentoridedongtheroadin
anarmy truck or abullock cart and search for landmines.

SLORC'suseof femaeforced labor onitsinfrastructure projects, including building
railways, hydro-electric dams, and building and maintaining military supply roads, is
a so prevaent throughout Burma. Thewomen and children, likethemen, areforced
to endure arduouswork such asrepairing coll apsed sections of embankment and
digging ditches. Often men stay at hometo cultivate thefiel dswhilewomenreport to
theforced labor camps. Oneof thelargest such projectsisthe Ye-Tavoy railway
project. Women younger than 16 and older than 60 are forced to work on this
project; somewomen areevenin late stages of pregnancy. Theworking conditions
at thiscamp, aswith most of the other labor camps, arehorrendous. Conditionsare
unsanitary, no medical careisprovided, littlefood isavailable, and the makeshift
sheltersmust be constructed by theworkersthemselves. Thewomenwithinfants
andyoung children areinaparticularly precariousposition asthey must try to endure
backbreaking work while also caring for their children. Theunsanitary conditions
and lack of adequate shelter makethe children especially vulnerableto sicknessand
disesse.
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13.5. Incidentsof Rapeand Sexual Assault

Morethan half acentury ago, rapeinwar was outlawed by the UN Genevawhich
states" Women shall be especially protected... against rape, enforced prostitution, or
any form of indecent assault.” Rapemay be outlawed under theinternational rules
governing conflicts, but Burmese women remain unprotected by the SL ORC gov-
ernment; rape and sexual exploitation at the hands of SLORC soldiersisacommon
occurrencefor Burmesewomen. Burmese and ethnic women have been raped by
army soldiersintheir homesandintheir villages, sometimestheir husbandsand fam-
ily areforced towatch. WWomen porters or women being temporarily held hostage
have been raped by soldiersinthefrontier areasand on military bases. Loca women
areraped during their forced labor duty on SLORC’sdevel opment projectsor at
their placesof work. Womenwhofleeto Thailand to escapetheir Situationin Burma,
aredtill not guaranteed safety. Somewomen areraped during the deportation pro-
cessback to Burmaor right after they areforced back to the country.

13.5.1. After itscease-fireagreement with SLORC in 1994, the* Kachin Indepen-
denceOrganization” (K10) started sallinglogging tendersto China. Despite
the cease-fire agreement, SL ORC’ s military columns often attack people
working inthelogging concession areaand seize goodsand money. Atthe
end of 1995, SLORC'sLIB 437, located near Nalone village, Momauk
township, led by Major Sein Pu raped two 22-year-old Chinese women
workinginthearea. Onewoman died after being gang-raped by SLORC
soldiers; the other woman managed to escape. The battalion also arrested
17 men, stolethreelogging trucks, 24 mules, jewery, and onewalkie-talkie,
(Source: ABSDF/North).

13.5.2. OnJanuary 3, 1996, Lance-Corpora KhinZaw and Corpora Soe Tinfrom
LIB 313andLIB 77, respectively, arrived at Htee Phado village. The Cor-
porals spotted Naw Than Nwe, a30-year-old woman and her sister Naw
MaMu, 25 yearsold, working ontheir sugar cane plantation. Both young
woman wereraped by thetwo men onthe plantation. (Source: KHRG)

13.5.3. OnFebruary 18, 1996, Brigadier General Kyi Aung of Southern Command
ordered histroopsfrom IB 59, Column 2, to gather nearby villagerstoa
meeting. Thetroopsgathered women, men, children, and theelderly; they
ordered them to clear land minesbetween Naw Soh and S Kheh Der vil-
lages. Whilethevillagerswereworking, the soldiersraped a23 year-old
womaninfront of them. (Source: KHRG)

13.5.4. On April 18, 1996, SL ORC Division Commander Pan Zan from IB 234
raped MaHIla Sein, a 36-year-old married woman from Thapyay Nyunt
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13.5.7.

13.5.8.

13.5.9.

village, Nyaunglaybindigtrict. (Source: KHRG)

On April 24,1996, SLORC Division Commander Maung Maung Thein
fromIB 39 arrived a Maubinvillage, Nyaunglaybindigtrict. Thecommander
arrested MaPan Cho, daughter of U Tin Myint, alegedly tointerrogate her.
Maung Maung Theintook theyoung womanto Let Kaw Wah villageand
raped her at the home of U Pay Pay. The commander then took MaPan
Choto Ho Thay Phu village and raped her again, thistime at the home of
Saw HlaWin. Theyoungwomanwasfinally released on April 26, 1996.
(Sourcee KHRG)

On May 5, 1996, SLORC Division Commander Pan Zan from IB 234
raped ayoung woman named Naw See Phaw from Thapyay Nyunt village
in Nyaunglaybin district. Onthe same day, Pan Zan aso raped awoman
named Naw Mu Pho, avillager from Phalay SaL.oin Nyaunglaybindistrict.
(Source: KHRG)

On May 15, 1996, SLORC Division Commander Chit than Win and
Lieutannt Commander Kyar Htun raped Ma Sein Myint, the 15-year-old
daughter of U Win Maung from Ko KyaThevillage, Thaton district. The
young girl wasraped threetimesby the men. (Source: KHRG)

On December 21, 1996, 80 SL ORC troopsled by Major Kyaw Khaung,
deputy commander of I B 64, wereinspecting thevacant village of Hai Seng.
They sei zed four women who had returned to the villageto collect some of
their belongingsleft behind when they wereforced by SL ORC soldiersto
relocate. All four womenwerequiteyoung: Narng Kya, age 17, daughter
of Loong Aw and PaMu; Narng Thun, age 18, daughter of L.oong Saw and
PaAe; Narng Seng Awn, age 20, daughter of Loong Taand PaAung; and
Narng Yun, age 22, daughter of Loong Taw Yaand PaKham. Magjor Kyaw
Khaung raped young Narng Kya. Theother threeyoung womenwereraped
by the other officersand soldiers. (Source: SHRF)

On December 31, 1996, SL ORC | B 64 Commander Khin Than Ayefrom
Murng Nai, led 100 troopsinto therecently vacated village of Nawng Khem
toransack it. Thesoldierscame upon two young girlswho had returned to
thevillagein search of their cart oxen. Thecommanding officer, Khin Than
Aye raped both women; the soldierskilled both oxen for food. They then
released both Narng Mya, age 16, daughter of Loong Taw and PaLaand
Narng Khawng, age 17, daughter of Zai Aw & Narng Ing. The SLORC
troopseventually burned down all of the housesin the nearby four villages.
(Source: SHRF)
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13.5.10. On January 11, 1997, 13 peopl e, including ten women and three menwho
had recently been relocated by SLORC soldiersto asite near Kho Lam
between Nam Zarng and Kun Hing, fled to a Thai border villagein Fang
digtrict, Chiangmai province. Accordingtothegroup, they fled their country
because the soldiers constantly forced them to work without pay, leaving
themvirtually notimetowork for themsalvesand their families. They were
routinely forced to dig ditches, cut wood, build fences, fetch water and gather
firewoodfor thesoldiers. When the menwere unavailable, the soldierstook
women towork. The soldierswould separate the women, sending espe-
cidly atractivewomen towork in remote spotswherethey could rapethem.
(Source: SHRF)

13.5.11. One young woman, Nang Non, age 22, wept as she described the two
timesshewasraped by soldiers. Thefirsttime, inlate November 1996, she
wasforcedto clear away roadside busheseast of Kho Lam. Sergeant Sein
Win of 1B 66, based at Nam Zarng, ordered Nang Non and three other
womentowork inadistant |ocation, away from the other villagers. When
Nang Non wasaone, the Sergeant ordered her to work near alush area of
bushes. A few minuteslater he dragged her behind the bushesand raped
her at gunpoint; hetold her hewould shoot her if shemadeany noise. Nang
Non’sparents, Loong Suand PaZing, livein Kho Lam. (Source: SHRF)

13.5.12. On January 18, 1997, SLORC IB 99 commander, Mg or Myint Thufrom
Nam Zarng , Shan State, ordered his second-in-command, Captain Than
Than, to lead 60 troopsto Wan Phui village. Hisorderswereto havethe
villageheadman, Loong Yi Ya, relocateal thevillagersto Kho Lamvillage
within 5 days (both Wan Phui and Kho Lam arein Nam Zarng township).
Upon hisarriva in Wan Phui, Captain Than Than saw an 18 year-old woman
named Narng Ae. Heordered hissoldiersto keep Narng A€ sfather, Loong
Mu Ling, away from the house; the Captain then proceeded to rape Narng
Aeinher homefor over an hour. (Source: SHRF)

13.5.13. Inearly February 1997, reliable eye-witnesses reported that three girls
from Azinvillagewereraped and then killed by SLORC soldiers. Thesol-
diersasokilled oneman. No other information ontheincidentisavailable.
(Source: KIC)

13.5.14. OnFebruary 17,1997, SLORC troopsfrom Division 55 forced 13 women
from K’ Hser Doh township, Mergui-Tavoy digtrict to serveasporters. The
womenworked as portersfrom K’ Neh Kaw, toMaw P truandto Leh Mu
villages. Thesoldiersraped al of thewomen and then shot and killed them.
Onthe same day, the same troops gang-raped a 25-year-old woman at her
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home, in the presence of her parents. (Source: KIC)

13.5.15. On February 18, 1997, the same SL ORC troopsfrom Division 55 gang-
raped a50-year-old woman who eventual ly managed to escape from them.
Shearrived back at K’ neh Kaw villagethefollowing day. (Source: KIC)

13.5.16. In February 1997, SL ORC troops entered Phaung Daw villagein Ka Set
Dotownship and arrested malevillagerstowork asporters. Beforethey |eft
on their military operation, the SLORC troops|ooted each housein the
village, stedingwhatever they could carry; they dsokilled domesticanimals,
Onewoman was gang-raped; her husband and father wereforced towatch
with their handstied behind their backs. The soldierscontinued to gang-
rapethewoman until she became unconscious; shelater died. After being
forced to watch the gang-rape of their loved one, thetwo men were beaten
to death by the soldiers. (Source: ABSDF)

13.5.17. InFebruary 1997, Refugeesreport that at least ten youngwomenfromKa
Ne Khaw villagewere arrested and brought toamilitary outpostin TaMae
Hta. Nineof thewomen were gang-raped at the outpost; onewoman, Naw
Phaw Khwar, managed to escape. (Source: ABSDF)

13.5.18. In February, 1997, two women, from Phosimu village, between the ages of
28 and 38, who prefer to remain namel ess, wererepestedly raped by SLORC
soldiers. According to the two, they were forced to do odd jobsfor the
soldiersduringtheday. At night, they wereforced to have sexud relations
with between fiveand 15 soldiersper night. (Source: NCUB)

13.5.19. On March 20, 1997, Sergeant Tway Ngeand aprivatefromthe SLORC's
L1B 208, under the command of Mgjor Htay Aung, raped Naw Paw Lweh,
al5year-old girl from Pu-yay village. Themenraped at her home. They
threatened her aunt with death if sheleaked any information about the sexual
crime. (Source: KIC)

13.5.20. On March 23, 1997, the Company 1 commander from LIB 205, Captain
Thein Aung and hisentire company gang-raped Naw AyeYin, a35year-
old women and her sister MaThein Za, 17 yearsold. Thewomen were
from Gar-lay-keevillage, KyaEin Seik Kyi township; after they werere-
peatedly raped, the soldiers shot them to death. Their naked bodieswere
left at the edge of anearby forest. (Source: KIC)

13.5.21. OnMarch 28, 1997, SLORC Magjor Saw Win and 100 soldiersfrom 1B
246 arrived at Wan Phui, Kho lam circle, Nam Zarng township. The
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soldiers saw twenty people moving their belongingsto Kho Lam village.
Major Saw Win and his soldiers accused the men of being Shan United
Revolution Army (SURA) soldiers; they accused thewomen of being mar-
riedto SURA soldiers. After Mgor Saw Win and hissoldiersraped thesix
women, they beat and killed them, along with  the 14 men.? (Source:
HRF)

13.5.22. OnApril 1, 1997, SLORC Mg or Maung Kyaw Tunfrom LIB 424 based
in Kunhing township, raped Nang Than, a16-year-old girl and daughter of
Sa SuNan Tar and Nan Aye Kham. TheMajor arrived at thegirl’shouse
inWan Beang Khan, Wan L ao circle, Kunhing township and gave her father
50 kyatsto go buy ahen; the Mgjor told Nang Than’smother to get some
vegetables. While her parent’swere away, hetold theyoung girl that he
needed to inspect her homefor illegal belongings. Heordered hismento
guardthehousefor him. Hetook her insidethe house and raped her. After
theMajor had finished raping the girl, sheran to the village headman and
reported therape. The headman and other villagers confronted the Mg or
who proceeded to accuse Nang Than of lying; he beat thegirl until shefell
unconscious. When her parentsreturned from their assigned errands, Ma-
jor Maung Kyaw demanded 10,000 kyatsfrom them since their daughter
had falsely accused him. (Source: SHRF)

13.5.23. On April 2,1997, SLORC troopsfrom IB 45, led by Major Aung Lwin,
newly stationed at Murngsart village, patrolled the areaof Waeng Nur vil-
lagetract. They came upon the headmen, community leaders, and other
villagerswithout incident. On April 6, 1997, the Mgjor and some of his
soldiersreturned to the Waeng Nur village, thistimedressedincivilian clothes.
Major Aung Lwinwent directly to the house of an 18 year-old Shan girl
named Nang Zarm, who he had seen on whilehewas patrolling afew days
earlier. TheMajor sent Nang Zarm’s parentsto get somethingto eat. He
had hismen guard the downstairs portion of the housewhile heraped Nang
Zarmupstairs. Upon thereturn of her parents, young Nang Zarm cried and
told them that the Mgjor had raped her. Asexpected, Major Aung Lwin
denied the accusation and aggressively dapped Nang Zarm. Nang Zarn's
parents sought hel p from the village headmen, but the Mgjor had already
told him that he had been falsely accused. Nang Zarn’sparentsweretold
that nothing more could bedone. (Source: SHRF)

2 Thevillagerskilled by thelB 246 soldiersare asfollows: Loong Sai Long, age 40; Loong Yawd
Kham, age 45; Loong Par Hla, age 47; Loong Thi, age 42; Sai Hla Kyi, age 32; Sai Tee Ya, age 30; Sai
Kham, age 29; Sai Nu, age 28; Sai Myo, age 22; Sai Leang, age 20; Sai Ar Lee Ya, age29; Sai Vi Sing Tar,
age 22; Sai Vi Mar Lar, age 19; Nang Pong, age 18; Nang Aye, age 19; Nang Pool, age 24; Nang Kham
Arm, age 23; Nang Parng, age 20; and Nang Soi, age 30.
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13.5.24. On April 2, 1997, thefollowing four women wereraped by SL ORC troops:
Nang Hla, age 16; Nang Sai, age 18; Nang Bok, age 22; and Nang Tun, age
25. All thewomenareoriginaly from Nong Khanvillage, Ho Yarn circle,
Kunhing township. On April 2, thewomen had returned to their villageto
collect some of their belongings after being forced to rel ocate to another
villageby SLORC troops. Maor Myint Lwin and 26 of histroopsfrom
LIB 424 aso happened to arrive in the village on the same day. Mgjor
Myint Lwin raped thefour women and then told the 26 soldierswith himto
rapethewomen. After therepeated rapes, thewomen fled back to Kunhing
township. Major Myint Lwin and his soldiers proceeded to burn down 35
housesinthevillage. Most of thevillagerswho wereforced to movefrom
Nong Khan villagewere unableto find work and have subsequently fled to
Thailand. (Source: SHRF)

13.5.25. IntheKaeng Kham villagetrack, Kunhing township, thevillage men often
work nightsat thelocal logging company. A platoon of SL ORC troops
from LIB 519, led by Sergeant Hla Phyu, are stationed at Kaeng Kham
village. At night, whilethe men areaway, Sergeant HlaPhyu and hismen
repeatedly rapethewomen, going from houseto house. Every adult women
inthesmall village hasbeenraped. (Source: SHRF)

13.6. TheSituation of Refugee Women

Ethnicminority groupsin Burmaareoften caught upinthe SLORC' scounterinsurgency
effortsagainst armed ethnic groupswho have been seeking autonomy sincetheend
of Britishrulein 1949. Theethnic peoplesuffer from SLORC'sabuses, especialy
during forced rel ocation of villages, forced portering, and seizure of land and prop-
erty. During these military operations, SLORC soldierscommit atrocitiessuch as
rape, extrgudicia executions, arbitrary arrests, torture, bestings, and forced portering.
Asaresult of these human rightsviol ations (combined with severe economic difficul -
ties, caused in part by SLORC sarbitrary tax policies), hundreds of thousands of
ethnic people have sought refugein bordering countries.

Morethan 80 percent of ethnic refugeesarewomen and children. Unfortunately
thesevulnerabl erefugees often facefurther persecutionin supposed safe-haven neigh-
boring countries. In Thailand particularly, refugeewomen often suffer abuseswhich
areinviolation of international standardsestablished by the UN Convention Relating
to the Status of Refugees. However, Thailand isnot aparty to the UN Convention,
infact, no oneentering Thailand illegaly from Burmaispermitted to apply for asy-
lum. Asaresult, thereisno permanent international presence withintherefugee
camps, leaving therefugees, especially women, vulnerableto sexual abuseby the
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Thai Border Patrol Police, who pressurethemto returnto Burma.

In addition to mistreatment at the hands of the Thai border police, many refugee
campsinside Thailand remain under threat of attack by SLORC and itsalliance
forces. 1N 1996, Karen refugee camps along the Thai border were attacked and
razed several timesby the SLORC and the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army, a
breakaway faction of the KNU. On January 3, 1997, over forty heavily-armed
SLORC troops attacked the refugeesin Cher Le camp near Mae Hong Song prov-
inceinnorthern Thailand. The camp was shelled for 20 minutes, during whichtime
the SL ORC troops used 60 mm, 40 mm, and RPG anti-tank launchers. Soldiers
from SLORC'sLIB 84 brazenly walked into the camp and daughtered defenseless
refugees. Ei Pyone, a19-year-old Shan refugeegirl, and Ai Pun, a30-year-old
father of two, werekilled intheattack. Ten other villagers, including al3-year-old
boy and two-year-old girlswere serioudy wounded during the shelling.

13.7. BurmeseWomenand HIV

Whilethenumber of HIV-infected individuascontinueto risein Burma, thegenera
public remainswoefully uninformed about itsrisks, with women suffering greatly
fromthelack of public education. Prostitution and therisk of HIV iswidespread,
yet the SL ORC-controlled mediadoes not supply adequate public health informa-
tionto the populacein any systematic way. SLORC’swidespread restrictionson
themedia, freedom of expresson, and theright to community participation aresome
of the main obstaclesthat Burmese must overcometo acquireinformation on even
themost basic health care questions. Moreover, traditional moresin thisconserva
tive Buddhist country conspirewith SLORC' srepressive natureto prevent prostitu-
tion and the sex trade -- the primary reason for the spread of HIV/AIDS -- from
being publicly acknowledged.

Obvioudly, stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually-transmitted dis-
easesisclosaly linked with ending the spread of progtitution and the alure of the sex-
trade. However, evenif women werewell-informed of the effectsof HIV, there
remain compelling reasonsfor them to enter the sex trade or acareer of prostitution.
Economic upheava and ethnic warfarein Burmacreate apowerful incentivefor
women, even young girls, to earn money to support their families.

Thelargenumber of Burmesewomenworkingin prostitutionin Thailand and Burma
continuestorise. Hedlth officia sestimate that women condtitute at | east one-third of
all casesof HIV-infectionin Burma(over 175,000 individuas).® Other reasonsfor

3 Fromthe Southeast Asian Information Network’s report, citing survey data collection since
1992.
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thehighincidenceof HIVV among Burmese women are the country’ spoor medical
fadilities, including unhygienicinjectionsand thefrequent need for blood transfusions
after childbirth dueto anemiaor poor prenatal care.

Under the 1949 Prostitution Suppression Act, four training school s, with capacity
for up to 600 former sex workers, were established in Rangoon, Mandaay, Mergui,
and Kengtung under the Department of Social Welfare. Women attending these
schoolswere chosen for someof thefirst HIV-testing programsin Burma. 1n 1994,
UNICEF interviewed 78 residentsin onetraining school; 70 percent had sexually-
transmitted diseasesand eight percent were HIV -positive. Not surprisingly, 98 per-
cent had no knowledge of AIDS or how it could be prevented, according to the
UNICEF report.

Whilethe number of active commercial sex workershasincreased dramatically in
responseto social and economic upheavalssince 1988, it isnearly impossibleto
estimate accurately the number of young women involved. Someyounggirlsare
forced to enter prostitution to support their families, while othershavetaken it up
whiletrying to eke out aliving onthe streets. However, much of the sex-tradeis
covert and thereforedifficult to analyze; girlsasyoung as 12, under the control of
pimps, frequently move among different housesto work or are brought directly toa
“client’s’ homeat night.

In an effort to escape the dire economic and socia situation in Burma, many young
womenfleeto Thailand for jobs. Many women have been exploited and forcedinto
the sex trade. However, those women who temporarily escape the sex trade and
find alegitimate job are oftenlured into it by the prospect of making big money.
Today rough estimates of the number of Burmese girlsand womenworkingin pros-
titutionin Thailand isapproximately 40,000.

Burmesewomen are often lacking in Thai language skillsand are most oftenina
precarious position of having entered the country illegally. Asaresult, they are
usually forced to work at the cheapest and most dangerous end of the sex market,
whererates of up to 90 percent HIV-infection rates have been recorded. Adver-
tised to clientsas pureand AIDS-free, many Burmesewomenwork at brothelsin
which they becometrapped in aform of debt bondage. In 1994, Human Rights
Watch Asiapublished areport on thetrafficking of Burmesegirlsand womeninto
Thailand, which described regular beatingsand over 15 deathsat these brothels.

(Also seeunder “Personal Accounts,” interviews2, 5, 6, 7,17, 27, 28, 31, 32,
34, 36, 37, 39, 41, 61, 65, 66, 70, 73, and 76)
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Photo (40)

Woman laborer seen at the forced labor worksite in Mon State. Women and
children are not spared from the forced labor projects across the country. (Photo
by MIS)
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Photo (42)

Women are frequently the victims of violence. Ei Pyin, a refugee, was bru-
tally killed during an attack to a Karenni refugee camp in January 1997.

A mother and her children in a detention center in Thailand. Due to the eco-
nomic hardship and political repression in Burma, thousands of Burmese
illegal migrants including this family work in Thailand illegally.

Photo (44)
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Photo (41)

(Photo by ABSDF)

Bu Meh, a Karenni girl was gang-raped by the SLORC troops
after she was caught fleeing into Thailand. Her village was
among those forcibly relocated in Karenni State.




