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12. Freedom of M ovement

12.1. Background

All Burmesecitizensarerequired to inform the authorities of their movementswithin
thecountry. Thennamesof overnight guestsmust bereported to and registered with
thelocal authorities. Furthermore, only citizenscarrying identity cardsarefreeto
travel within the country, which precludes movement by those unableto meet the
redtrictiveprovisionsof the“citizenshiplaw.” For example, itisvirtualy impossible
for Mudlimsto movewithin Arakan State or to other partsof Burmafrom Arakan
State. Rohingyas(Bengali-speaking Mudims) whowouldliketotravel outsdether
villagesmust apply to thelocal LORC, which passesthe request on to the nearest
administrative base. Thelmmigration and Manpower Department, police, riot po-
lice, military intelligence, and customsdepartmentsal haveto agreetotheindividua
request. In most cases, passesareonly granted for atwelve-hour period; only ona
rare occasion are Muslims permitted to stay outsidetheir villagesovernight. To
travel further -- for instanceto thetownship capitalsat Maungdaw or Buthidaung or
thestate capital at Sittwe-- isvirtualy impossible.

Leaving thecountry (legdly) requiresthe possession of specific government authori-
zation, whichitisextremely difficult to obtain. The SLORC carefully scrutinizesal
prospectivetravel abroad and rampant corruption resultsin many applicantshaving
to pay bribesto obtain apassport -- adocument to which they arelegally entitled.
Theapplication for exit visas and passportsrequires certificates of nationality and
security clearance, which many citizenseither do not possessor cannot obtain. All
college graduates (except for certain government employees) arerequired to pay a
special education clearance fee to the SLORC government in order to obtain a
passport. Passport applicationsare reviewed by aboard and -- based on aseries of
denials-- decisionsappear to depend on political considerations. 1n January 1996,
the SL ORC began restricting theissuance of passportsto young, single, female ap-
plicants seeking work abroad. Thenew proceduresarereportedly intended to pre-
vent young women from being enticed into the commercial sex industry abroad.
Each time Burmese citizens come back to the country, they arerequired to return
their passportsto theauthorities; apassport application must be submitted each time
they want to travel outsidethe country.

Inanticipation of the SLORC's"“Vist Myanmar Year 1996,” restrictionsonforeign
travelersentering Burmawerelifted. Burmese embassiesnow issuetourist visas,
vaidfor onemonth, within 24 hoursof application. However, salected categoriesof
gpplicants, such assome human rightsadvocates and political figures, continueto be
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denied entry visas unlesstraveling under the aegis of asponsor acceptableto the
SLORC. Although someareasof the country remain off-limitsto foreignersfor
security reasons, theauthoritiesallow travel to most destinations. In someareas,
touristsarealowed only totravel by planeor train and in some places, prior permis-
sonisrequired.

12.2. Restriction on the M ovement of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

Since her releasefrom house arrest in 1995, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’sability to
travel within Burmahasbeen repeatedly barred or severely restricted. Indeed, dur-
ing 1996, the most severerestrictionson Daw Suu’smovement have occurred since
her six-year housearrest was set in place. The SLORC hasrepeatedly refused her
permissiontoleave her compound. She hasbeen effectively confined to her house
for long periods. In March 1996, when some NLD leaders, including Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, attempted to travel to Mandalay to givetestimony at thetrial of NLD
members, the authoritiesfound away to squelch their efforts. They weretold just
beforethey arrived at thetrain station in Rangoon that their railway carriagewas
having mechanical difficulties. Thecoach wasdetached fromtherest of thetrain,
which proceeded on schedule. In December 1996, Aung San Suu Kyi was pre-
vented by theauthoritiesfrom attending aK aren New Year cel ébrationinthe Karen
ethnic community areaof Rangoon; three Karen NL D membersfrom Inseintown-
ship and another Karen weredetained by SLORC for 12 daysfor inviting Daw Suu
totheceremony.

Since September 1996, SL ORC guards posted at Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’shouse
have been discouraging and sometimes even preventing her from leaving her com-
pound. According to astatement made on December 31, 1996, by Lieutanant-
Generd Khin Nyunt at apress conference, “the main reason why arequest had been
madeto Daw Aung San Suu Kyi not to leave her residence was a precautionary
measureto prevent untoward incidents because of the current situation. It had been
discovered that anti-Government underground el ementswere actively trying to stir
up and foment trouble in Yangon [Rangoon]. So to prevent further disorder the
Government had smply requested Daw Aung San Suu Kyi not leave her compound
for thetimebeing.”

The state-controlled mediahas madeincreasingly strident personal attacksagainst
Aung San Suu Kyi and theNLD. Independent foreign reporters have been denied
accessto interview NLD membersand thetelephonelineto Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’shomewas cut several times.
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12.3. Restriction on Movement of NLD Members

Since November 1995, when the National L eaguefor Democracy party withdrew
from the National Convention, SL ORC authorities, including armed forces person-
nel andlocal officials, haveincreasingly harassed, intimidated, and arrested NLD
members. SLORC has created new restrictionson NLD local party members.
SLORC hasissued both written and ora ordersthat prohibit NL D membersfrom
traveling beyond their respective township boundarieswithout express permission
from authorities; these new orders prevent NL D membersfrom almost any travel
including attending party meetings. NL D membersare accused of “opposing the
State” are punished arbitrarily when they attempt to defy even SLORC’sorad or-
ders. TheNLD’sVice-chairmen U Tin Oo and U Kyi Maung are under constant
surveillance and routinely are harassed by the SLORC.

When NLD membersare permitted to travel outside of their residential areas, they
arerequired to report to thelocal SLORC authoritiesat their destination. NLD
travel destinationsare carefully searched and the owners of thehomesentertaining
NLD membersinterrogated. SL ORC authoritiesoften intimidate the owner of the
home; if theowner isamember thecivil services, heisstrongly advised not to allow
membersof the NLD to stay at hishouse.

12.3.1. List of Recent Incidents

e OnJanuary 17,1996, in Minkin township, Sagaing Division, the Secretary
of the NL D township organizing committee was summoned by thelocal
LORC. The Secretary wastold that no NLD organizing activitieswere
permitted within the township; he wasforced to sign a statement of ac-
knowledgment. (Source: NLD)

* OnMarch 15, 1996, the Secretary and Treasurer of thelrrawaddy Division
Organizing Committeefor the NL D were summoned by the Bassein West
Commission (thelocal LORC authorities). TheNLD leadersweretold that
not morethan five personswere allowed to gather during their organizing
tripwithinthedivision. (Source: NLD)

»  OnDecember 30, 1996, Ko Than Htut, NL D-Youth L eader, Danubyu town-
ship Organizing Committee, Irrawaddy Division, was prohibited from leav-
ing histownship for aperiod of oneyear under the 1961 Restriction and
Bond Act. (Source. NLD)

e OnJanuary 26, 1997, at approximately 1 am., local LORC authoritiesfrom
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Myaungmyatownship marched into the* Tawwin Guesthouse” wheretwo
NLD leaderswere staying. U HlaPe, amember of the NLD Central
Executive Committeeand Chairman of theNL D Divisiond Organizing Com-
mittee, Irrawaddy Division, and U Zeya, Chairman of the NLD Township
Organizing Committee, Myaungmya, were searched and manhandled by the
LORC authorities. Theauthorities confiscated their citizenidentity cards
and official NLD lettersand documents. Thenext day, thetwo NLD lead-
erswere summoned by the Chairman of thetownship LORC and accused
of tryingto agitate unrest in thetownship. Thetwo NLD memberstriedto
explainrationally that theNL D wasalega politica organization functioning
inaccordance with thelaw and regulations. They further explained that the
purposeof their trip was merely to meet with membersof the NL D organi z-
ing committee of Wakhematownship who were summoned to appear be-
forealocal court on January 28, 1997. However, the Chairmanrefused to
accept their reasons. At that point, thetwo wereallowed to returnto the
guesthouse but they were threatened that they could be summoned at any
time. Indeed, at 5 p.m. the same afternoon, the LORC Chairman sum-
moned them again. They weretold that there had been no summonsissued
by Wakhematownship for NLD to appear on January 28. They wereor-
deredtoreturnto Rangoonimmediately and forced tosignaletter promising
todoso. TheLORC officialswatched asthe two membersboarded aship
and |eft the harbor. (Source: NLD)

12.4. Harassment of Foreign Visitors

A group of 12 cyclistsfrom Americaand Britain were mercilessy harassed by Bur-
meseintelligence, police, and security personne during their trip to Burmain January
1996. Thegroup from*Cycle Southeast Asia’ had traveled to Burmaupon the
invitation and endorsement of the Myanmar Cycle Federation. Heavy security sur-
veillance haunted them during their trip and the cyclistsbecame used to seeing SL ORC
forcesguarding the hotel inwhichthey spent thenight. Just three daysafter starting
their tour, the group discovered in Promethat Burmese authoritieshad broken into
their rooms, cut off their bicycle padlocks, and transported all their belongingsto
Promefor their forced trip back to Rangoon. Fiveof thecyclistsabandoned thetour
and flew to Thailand after the group wasforcibly escorted back to Rangoon, where
they weretold they could not proceed with their already-approved itinerary. The
rest of thegroup continued by trainto Mandal ay, but weretold that their cyclingwas
restricted towithinthecity limits. After tough negotiations, the cyclistswere permit-
ted to taketheir prearranged boat rideto Pagan, but only under escort by 15 secu-
rity guards. In Mandalay, one of the members of the team, who wasfollowed by
security guardsduring their bikerideto Mandalay Paace, had US$800intraveler’s
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checks, 20,000 kyatsand US $500 in gemstones, stolen from hisbicyclepack. The
group wasfollowed everywherein Mandalay and five officerswatched them around
the clock at their hotel “asif wewere under house arrest,” the team leader said.
They werelater refused permission to take the train from Thazi to Rangoon and
were forced to return to Rangoon by air from Pagan. A team member waslater
shown alaw passed on April 8, 1995, that forbidsindependent touristsfrom travel -
inginthecountry andrequiresdl travel arrangementsto be donethrough theMyanmar
Travel and Tourism Association.

Twelveltdiantouristswereescorted out of anorthern hill-tribevillage and sent back
to Rangoon, according to astatement issued by an official fromtheltalian Embassy
on February 1996. Intheir |etter to the embassy, the group reported being awak-
ened at 1 am. on amorning in January in the Kachin village of Nam Khan, by
soldierswho said they did not have permissionto bethere. Thetravelersbelieved
permission had been previously obtained by their tour operator. They said they
wereloaded onto an old, open-backed military truck intemperatures of O degrees
C (32 degreesF) and drivento city of Putao. During thejourney, thetruck nearly
careened off of abridge, they said. In Putao, they wereforced to board aplanefor
Rangoon.

12.5. Foreign Travel Restricted Areas

Area Permitted Means Remark
of Travel
Kachin State:
Myitkyina planeor train
HoPin, MoeHnyin train Prior permission required for
land travel
MoeKaung train
AinTaw Gyi car Prior permission required for
land travel
Pu-ta-O plane
PaKant area n/a Noforeigntravel erspermitted
Shan State:
Keng Teng plane
Tachilek plane
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Area Per mitted M eans Remark
of Travel

TenassarimDivison:

Mergui, Tavoy planeor ship
Kawthaung only planeand ship
Lanpi idand only planeand ship
Zadat idand Noforeigntravelers
alowed
Mandaay Divison: Limitationsontravel to Moe Goketownship
Sagaing Divison: Noforeigntravelersalowed outside of Kanni

Noforeigntravelersalowed outside of Homalin
Foreigntravelersalowed withinfour milesof Kaay

Municipdlity
Kayeh State: Noforeigntravelersalowed inthewhole state
Chin State: Noforeigntravelersallowed inthewhole state
Arakan State: Noforeigntravelersalowedin Annand Kyauktaw

townships




