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Pleading Not Guilty at Insain
Introduction

In mid-November 1995, theauthoritiesat Insein Prisonin Rangoonraided thecells
of 22 political prisoners. Following theraidsthe prisonerswereinterrogated, and
somewere beaten, tortured and held intiny cellsusually kept for prison dogs.

Among these prisonerswereaprominent journaist U Win Tin, amagazine publisher
Myo Myint Nyein, and Nationa Leaguefor Democracy (NL D) parliamentariansU
HlaThanand Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, both of whom won seatsinthe 1990 el ection.

Duringtheraids, the prison authoritiesalegedly seized “ seditious’ materia sthat were
“damaging” tothe SLORC regime. Thesemateriadsincluded pro-democracy mage-
zZines, short storiesand poems; Time and Newsweek magazines; transcripts of news
itemsfrom the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Voice of America(VOA)
and Democrétic Voiceof Burma(DVB), and the prisoners' lettersto Daw Aung San
SuuKyi, to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and the United
Nations.

Each of the 22 prisonerswas subsequently charged under Section 5 (E) of the 1950
Emergency Provision Act for writing and distributing allegedly falseinformation. 1f
found guilty of thischargeaperson canbejailed for upto sevenyearsandreceivea
fine. Thelaw statesthat to recelve aconviction, aperson must either know that the
information distributed was not correct, or there must be enough evidenceto show
that theinformation wasnot correct.

Among thematerials seized wasal so aletter to former UN Specia Rapporteur to
Burma, Professor Yokota, which contained information about conditionsinsdelnsain
Prison. Inseinistheoldest and also thelargest of Burma's 36 prisons, and isthe
country'smost notoriousin termsof human rightsabuses. Nearly al of Burmaswell
known political prisonershave spent sometimethere. Thetrid of these 22 prisoners
washeldinsdelnsein Prison.

The prisonerswere refused accessto legal counsel at thetrial and they defended
themsalves. All 22 prisonerspleaded not guilty to the chargesbrought against them,
either onthe groundsthat what they had written wasthetruth or that the chargewas
fase. Asatestament to their courage, the prisoners spoke out against the authori-
ties, complaining of torture and beatingsin prison, and calling for prisoners rights
and for accessto legal counsel. Some also accused the authorities of holding a
political trial and criticized the handling of thetrial and presentation of the evidence.
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Thiscasewas specifically mentioned in aninterim United Nationsreport on human
rightsin Burmaasan exampleof thedenia of freedom of expressioninprisons. The
report, compiled by the UN Specid Rapporteur of the Commissionon Human Rights,
Judge Rajsoomer Lallah, stated that “ 20 prisonerswere” allegedly tried and given
additional sentencesof 5to 7 years. However, according tothe official report of the
trial, trand ated here, 22 prisonersweretried and they all received an additional
seven yearswith hard labor.

U HlaThandiedin custody before he could have served out hissentence. Hisdeath
certificate statesthat he died of pulmonary tuberculosis. Hisrequest to bedlowed to
dieat homewasreected reportedly because herefused to resign fromthe NLD.

Theother 21 political prisonersaretill being heldin Insein Prison.

TheTrial Report Trandation
Rangoon Divisiond Court (Northern Digtrict Court)

Criminal Regular Trial CaseNo. 7/ 1996

PoliceLieutenant U KhinHtay Vs. 1. Myo Myint Nyein
2. Zaw Tun
3. Nyunt Zaw
4, SoeHtet Khaing
5. Aung Kyaw Oo
6. Zaw Min
7. PhyoMinThen
8. WinThen
0. AungMyo Tint
10.  HtayWinAung
11. YinHtway
12, WinTin
13. HlaThan
14. Ko Ko Oo (akaBo Bo)
15.  Kyi PeKyaw (akaKyaw Gyi)
16.  Kyaw MinYu(akadmmy)
17. Myat Tun
18.  TunWin
19. SanHlang
20.  ZawMyintMaung
21. SoeMyint
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22. BaMyoThein

(Complainant) (Defendants)

For Complainant: Maung Maung Hia, Digtrict Attorney.

For Defendants: Thedefendantsthemsalves.

Charge: Section 5 (E), 1950 Emergency Provisions Act.
JUDGEMENT

Intheyear 1996, Myo Myint Nyein (inmate no. 9570/C) from Insein Prisonand his
accomplicessecretly wroteand di stributed aseditious magazinein commemoration
of the Diamond Jubilee of the founding of Rangoon University, and another news
magazine entitled New Blood Wave.

A letter written and addressed to the Secretary-Genera of the United Nationswas
also secretly smuggled out of the prison. Theletter, entitled “ The Testimonial s Of
Prisoners Of Conscience From Insein Central Prison Who Have Been Unjustly Im-
prisoned; Demands And Requests Regarding Human RightsViolationsIn Burma' is
dated July 1, 1995.

Furthermore, the defendants smuggled radiosinto the prison in order to receive
newsfrom outside, and distributeit intheform of newsbulletins. They didthis
knowing that the newswasincorrect withtheaimto distributefal seinformation.

Following aninvestigation, twenty two defendantsincluding Myo Myint Nyeinwere
charged under Section 5 (E) of the 1950 Emergency Provision Act by PoliceLieu-
tenant U Khin Htay from Insein Police Station.

During thetrial, ten out of the 15 witnesseswere present and testified against the
defendants. U Khin Htay (complainant witness 1) and U Ye Nyunt (complainant
witness 2) presented to the court detail sof each and every part that the 22 defen-
dantshad playedinthecrime.

Myo Myint Nyein
Myo Myint Nyein, 35, has been detai ned since September 1990 when he

was sentenced to seven years imprisonment by a military court for or-
ganizing youths and students to create instability. He is a magazine
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publisher and worked for the Information Department of the NLD and
for the group “ Thone Yaung Chae” which provided bodyguards for
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. At his1990 trial, officials stated hismagazine
“ Bar Dwae Phyit Gone Byi Lae” (What Has Become of Us?) was an
"anti-gover nment propaganda publication, aimed at making peoplemis-
under stand the gover nment and defenseforces.” Between mid-Novem-
ber 1995 and January 1996 he was held in a small cell in Insein in
which prison dogs are normally kept.

Myo Myint Nyein smuggled Time and Newsweek magazinesinto the prison by un-
lawful meansand distributed them for other prisonersto read. Hetook responsibil-
ity for thelayout of the magazinewritten in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee
of thefounding of Rangoon University, which contained seditiousliterature against
the State. Furthermore, he organized other prisonersto write seditiouspieces. He
also persuaded Nyunt Zaw to copy thisseditiousliterature by hand, providing him
with paper and ball-point pens. At the sametime, he persuaded Phyo Min Thein,
Nyunt Zaw and Kyi Pe Kyaw to make acloth cover for the magazineand adorn it
withillustrations. When the publication wasfinished in September 1995, hekeptitin
Cdll 18, Long Hall 4.

Moreover, in early May of 1995, he read the magazine New Blood Wave, pub-
lishedin Short Hall 4, inmemory of 7th anniversary of the death of PhoneMaw.! U
Khin Htay aso alleged that from June of 1994, Myo Myint Nyein collected news
fromvisitorsduring prison visitsand distributed thisinformation inanewsbulletin
every Sunday.

Kyaw Min Yu (akaJimmy) asked Nyunt Zaw, who had beautiful handwriting, to
copy thenewsfromtheBBC, VOA, and DV B, but Myo Myint Nyeintook charge
of digributingitinthenewsbulletin.

Inearly May of 1995, Myo Myint Nyein, Nyunt Zaw, Kyi PeKyaw, Zaw Minand
Phyo Min Thein discussed about collecting information on eventswithintheprison
and presenting thisinformation, along with their demands, to the Secretary-General
of theUnited Nations. They gathered thisinformation, and in the month of June,
1995, Win Tin asked Nyunt Zaw to copy it on an Ajinomoto? plastic bag, spreading
out thebag intheform of asheet of paper. After concealing thispaper inthehandle
of aplastic basket madein prison, it wasgivento Phone Myint Tun during visiting
time

Similarly, in March of 1993, Myo Myint Nyein held discussionswith Phyo Min

1 Phone Maw was the first student to diein the 1988 demonstrations.
2 Company brand name
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Thein and Kyaw Min Yu (aka Jimmy) about aconferenceto be held in Vienna,
Austria[UN Human Rights Conference]. Asaresult, Phyo Min Theinwrotea
paper in English on ashort-deeved prison shirt and smuggled it out of the prison.

In early 1994, hewrote“new year greetingsto Aung San Suu Kyi from her col-
leagues’ on awhite cloth and asked 107 prisonersto signtheir namesonit.

Nyunt Zaw

Beginninginthemonth of June 1995, whileserving histermin Cell 7, Hall 4, Nyunt
Zaw copied articlesand manuscriptsin theevening for the magazineto be published
incommemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of thefounding of Rangoon University.
Heaso drew illustrations of Shwe Dagon Pagodaand the monument erectedin
memory of the 1920 Student Boycott on pages 2 and 3 of the magazine.

Additiondly, Nyunt Zaw drew cartoonillugtrationsfor anarticleentitled “ Blood Path:
Takelt. AndWalk On It Bravely” and other cartoons on pages 22 and 23 of the
magazine. Hea so copied thefina draft | etter entitled “ The Testimonia s Of Prison-
ers Of Conscience From Insein Central Prison Who Have Been Unjustly Impris-
oned; Demands And Requests Regarding Human RightsViolationsIn Burma’ onto
the Ajinomoto plastic bag. Theletter wasconcededinthehandleof aplastic basket
inCell 18, Hall 4, whereMyo Myint Nyein and Kyi Pe Kyaw lived.

Attherequest of Myo Myint Nyein, Nyunt Zaw copied thefind versonsof thenews
for theweekly newsbulletin. Hea so copied and distributed newsfromthe BBC,
V OA etc., which broadcast fal se news about Burma.

ZawTun

Zaw Tun, a second-year student from the Workers College, has been
detained since August 1991 when he was sentenced to 12 yearsimpris-
onment on charges of having linkswith the 208th Battalion of the ABSDF
Between mid-November 1995 and January 1996 he was placed in a
prison dog cell.

Zaw Tunsat onthe” Committeefor the publication of the magazine of the Diamond
Jubilee of Rangoon University.” Hisduty wasto read and screen manuscriptsfor the
magazine. He contributed an articleentitled “Meeting With Great Leaders,” andthe
poems*Historic Peacock” and “Making A Decision.”
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Zaw Min

Zaw Minwrotein the same magazine an aesthetic piece entitled “ Obeisance To
Mother,” apoemtitled“ Consequence To A Cup of Low Sweet Strong Tea’ and a
featurestory “ A Day Of Hope.”

Zaw Minwasasgnatory to the human rights|etter written onthe Ajinomoto plastic
bag and addressed to the United Nations. Healso participated in thewriting of a
letter acknowledging “ happiness’ at therelease of Daw Suu Kyi and wasasignatory
tothisletter.

PhyoMin Thein

Phyo Min Thein is a member of the Democratic Party for New Society
(DPNS) and the all Burma Federation of Students’ Union (ABFSU).

After adiscussonwith Zaw Min, Nyunt Zaw and Soe Htet Khaing, Phyo Min Thein
took respongbility for collecting articlesfrom the prisonersin Long Hall 4, Short Hall
4 and Hall 3for the Diamond Jubilee magazine. He also took charge of preparing
theback cover of themagazine and sent it to Myo Myint Nyein whenit wasfinished.
Phyo Min Theintrand ated thel etter to the ViennaHuman Rights Conference and
also sent it to Myo Myint Nyein. Furthermore, Phyo Min Thein was one of the
sgnatoriestotheletter writtenin Englishontheprison shirt. Similarly, at therequest
of Myo Myint Nyein, hesigned hisname on the plastic bag asapart of theletter to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Hea so signed hisnametotheletter
written on another plastic bag addressed to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, informing her
of their delight on her releasefrom house arrest.

SoeHtet Khaing

Soe Htet Khiang, 32, was a second-year Rangoon University student
when he was detained in October 1989 and sentenced by a military
tribunal to ten yearsimprisonment. He had reportedly never been po-
litically active, and is thought to have been arrested on account of his
father's and brother's reported anti-government activities during the
1988 demonstrations. Between mid-November 1995 and January 1996
hewas held in a prison dog cell.

Soe Htet Khaing participated in the discuss ons on publishing the magazineto honor
the Diamond Jubilee of Rangoon University. Heal so proof-read articlesand other
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writingsand wasasignatory to theletter for therelease of Daw Suu Kyi.

AungKyaw Oo

Aung Kyaw Oo, a first-year student from the Workers' College, was
arrested with Zaw Tun in August 1991 and sentenced to 12 years im-
prisonment on charges of having links with the 208" Battalion of the
ABSDF.

Aung Kyaw Oo wasamember of the“ Committee To Publish The Diamond Jubilee
Magazine.” Hewrotethe poem* Together With Infinite Strength” publishedinthe

magazine.

AungMyoTint

Aung Myo Tint was placed in a prison dog cell between mid-November
1995 and January 1996 in Insein.

In February 1995, Aung Myo Tint discussed with Htay Win Aung, Win Theinand
Myint Htway the publication of amagazinein memory of the 7" anniversary of
Phone Maw'sdeath. He persuaded other prisonersto contribute articles, poems
and cartoonstoit. Hewroteashort story called “ Summer Dream: Purple Flower,”
and poemsentitled “ Conception Of A Kant Kaw Flower” 2 and “ Night Beyond Its
Prime.” Herewrote the magazinein hisown handwriting. After discussionwith
Htay Win Aung, the magazinewas named New Blood Wave. They thensentittothe
prisonersof Long Hall 4 and Short Hall 4to read, after whichit wasburied inthe
ground besidethehal.

Win Thein

Win Theinisa member of the NLD Youth.
Win Thein participated in discuss ons concerning the publication of New Blood
Wave. Hewrotelettersto prisonersin other cellsregquesting manuscripts. Hea so

edited and proof-read them for the magazine.

Win Thein aso participated in the prayersand memoria servicesheld for theanni-
versariesof the deaths of Phone Maw and Thaw K a, and provided the participants

3 A hardwood evergreen with sweet scented white blossoms.
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with coffeeand snacks. Hewasasignatory to theletter written for the 50™ birthday
of Daw SuuKyi, which caledfor her freedom. Heplayed aninstrumentd roleinthe
naming and the successful publication of the New Blood Wavemagazine. Init, Win
Theinwrote poemssuch as* Phone Maw: Introduction To A New History,” “The
Immortal,” “Anger of 13-16" and “Water Current.” Healsodrew illustrationsfor
thepublication.

Yin Htway

Yin Htway isa member of the Central Executive Committee of the DPNS
and was placed in a prison dog cell between mid-November 1995 and
January 1996.

Yin Htway took part in the discussionsto publish the New Blood Wave magazine.
Hewrotean article entitled “With Broad Based Politics,” ashort story called“Ac-
celeration Of Light” and the poem“ErrorsOn TheRight Path.” Hegavehiswritings
toAung Myo Tint.

HlaThan

The late U Hla Than won the seat of Coco Islandsin the 1990 election
for theNLD. Hewasarrested in October 1990 for attending a meeting
to forma provisional government and sentenced to 25 yearsimprison-
ment with hard labor. He was also found to have infringed election
laws and was banned from future elections. Between mid-November
1995 and January 1996 he was held in a prison dog cell and was not
permitted visits by his family. On August 2,1996 he died in custody at
the age of 52. The death certificate attributed his death to pulmonary
tuberculosis and stated that he had tested positive for HIV. His request
to be allowed to die at home was turned down by prison authorities,
reportedly because of hisrefusal to resign fromthe NLD.

HlaThan received from Myo Myint Nyein the piecesof thin Ajinomoto plastic bag

onwhich Win Tin had written aletter tothe United Nations. HlaThan conceded this
letter in the handle of the plastic basket he had made.

WinTin

U Win Tin, 66, is a prominent journalist and secretary of the NLD's
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Executive Council. He was arrested in July 1989 and since then has
been sentenced threetimesto atotal of 19 yearsimprisonment. Hewas
charged in October 1989 with offering hospitality to a young girl who
had undergone an illegal abortion and was sentenced to three years
imprisonment with hard labor. In 1992 he was sentenced to a further
11 years under the 1950 Emergency Provisions Act. In mid-November
1995 he was placed in a prison dog cell and not allowed family visits,
and in January 1996 he was transferred to solitary confinement. Heis
reportedly suffering from a heart condition, acute inflammation of the
vertebrae and is in need of dental treatment having lost several teeth
during hisimprisonment.

Win Tinwroteadraft paper called “ Ten Principles Of Unity” withwhich heorga
nized and agitated the prisoners. Healso wrote another paper under the pen-name
of Yae Hlaing [Water Wave], and contributed an article to the New Blood Wave
magazineentitled“ Students, Youth And Human Rights.”

Win Tinwrotereportson NL D meetingsheld in prison, and other articlesand papers
calling on people to accept the leadership of Daw Suu Kyi. He wrote a paper
supporting thework of Daw Sun Kyi under thetitle“ To The Lady'sBirthday” in
honor of her release[from house arrest].

Likewise, hewrotepolicy paperscaling for theNLD, DPNS, the Communist Party
of Burma(CPB) and othersto work co-operatively in areasof common interest,
and towork separately in other areas.

Win Tin a sowrote paperscalling for therelease of Daw Suu Kyi, thetransfer of
power to the Hluttaw* and for the abolition of the National Convention. Healso
attempted to smuggl e these papersout of the prison.

KoKoOo (akaBoBo)

Ko Ko Ooisamember of theNLD Youth and worked inthe organization's
national headquartersin Rangoon. He was arrested in April 1991 and
was politically active during the high school student movement in 1988,
for which he was detained for one month.

Ko Ko Oo secretly broughtina® Crown” 8-band radio receiver to the prison. He
listened tothenewsfromtheBBC, VOA, and DV B, rewrotethe newsand distrib-
uted it among the prisoners. He also took part in publishing the weekly news

4 Burma's Parliament.
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bulletin.

Kyaw Min Yu (akaJimmy)

Kyaw Min Yu is a member of the Central Executive Committee of the
DPNS and was arrested in late 1989/early 1990 and sentenced to 20
years imprisonment, which was commuted to ten yearsin 1993.

Kyaw Min Yu was a DPNS representative in the “ Organization To Protect The
RightsOf Prisoners’ withintheprison. Hewasthe onewhoinitiated sending human
rightsreportsto the UN Commission on Human Rights. Hea so signed hisnameon
theletter tothe UN. Onthe Christmasgreetingto Daw Suu Kyi, hewrotealongside
hissignature*| wouldliketo greet youwith genuinedemocracy.” Similarly, hehelped
put together the newsbulletin for which he once contributed an articleentitled “ False
NewsFrom Burma.”

Myat Tun

Myat Tun isa member of the NLD Youth and was detained in June/July
1991 and sentenced to eight years imprisonment on charges of estab-
lishing contacts with NLD membersin exile.

Myat Tun listened to Ko Ko Oo'sradio in order to collect and reprint newsfor the
newsbulletin. Hewasa soinvolved inthedistribution of thisbulletin.

Zaw Myint Maung

Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, 45, won a seat in parliament in the 1990 elec-
tion for the NLD. He was arrested in February 1991 for allegedly at-
tending a meeting with the aim to form a provisional government and
was sentenced to 25 yearsimprisonment. This sentence was commuted
to ten yearsin 1993. He was dismissed from parliamentary member-
ship by the Election Commission in November 1991 and banned from
running in future elections. Between mid-November 1995 and January
1996 hewas held in a prison dog cell in Insein.

Zaw Myint Maung wasamember of the“ Organization To Protect The Rights Of
Prisoners.” He contributed apoem called “Noble Mother [or] To My Mother” to
the Diamond Jubilee magazineand another poem entitled “History Of TheFighting
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Peacock's Ability” to the New Blood Wave magazine. He signed hisnameto the
paper caling for therelease of Daw Suu Kyi.

Kyi PeKyaw (akaKyaw Gyi)
Kyi Pe Kyaw is a member of the DPNS

Kyi PeKyaw crocheted pictures of apeacock and of Rangoon University onthe
front cover of the Diamond Jubilee Magazine. Hewasa so aparticipantinamesting
organized towriteapaper onthe protection of therightsof prisoners. Electricwires,
awater-heating el ectrode, aNewsweek magazine, an English dictionary and ball-
point penrefillswereseized fromhiscel.

BaMyoThein

Ba Myo Thein, 42, is associated with the Democracy Solidarity Front
and wor ked asan assi stant supervisor inthe Myanmar AgricultureHead
Office in Rangoon. He was believed to have been arrested after Sep-
tember 1990 and was sentenced to seven yearsimprisonment under the
1950 Emergency Provisions Act. Between mid-November 1995 and
January 1996 hewas held in a prison dog cell.

BaMyo Thein signed asarepresentative of the DaNya Ta® on the document onthe
protection of therightsof prisonerswhich wasto be sent tothe United Nations.
Soe Myint

Soe Myint was held in a prison dog cell in Insein between mid-Novem-
ber 1995 and January 1996.

Soe Myint wrote the song “ The Battle Cry” published in the New Blood Wave
magazine.
SeinHlaing

SeinHlaing, 41, isawriter and has been detained at Insein prison since
September 1990. Hewas a Central Committee member of the All Burma

5 The now defunct Alliance for Democratic Solidarity, Union of Burma.
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Federation of Youth Unions and a former leader of the Thone Young
Chae group. He was sentenced in a military court with Myo Myint
Nyein to seven years imprisonment under the 1950 Emergency Provi-
sion Act. Between mid-November 1995 and January 1996 he was held
inaprison dog cell.

Sein Hlaing took responsibility for the distribution of theweekly NewsBulletinin
LongHall 4.

Win Tun

Win Tununlawfully smuggled a“Nationa” 8-band radio aong with 80 batteriesinto
theprison. Thesewerethe chargesbrought against the accused prisonersby [com-
plainant witnesses| U Khin Htay and U YeNyunt.

EVIDENCE

The evidence produced in court consisted of radios and batteries, two magazines
[the Diamond Jubilee and the New Blood Wave] aweekly newsbulletinand anum-
ber of piecesof paper.

Chief Warden U Zaw Myint (complainant witness4), testified that he participatedin
the search of Cells1to 18inHall 4 on November 12,1995, along with the team
leader of theraid Warden U Thein Myint. Chief Warden U Zaw Myint testified that
they found:

- anironwater pipe

- aThuta Svae Sone[Assorted Knowledge] magazine issued in
November 1994

- a\keda [Astrology] magazine

- acopy of February 1995 Dana [Wealth] magazine

- Six sheetsof paper onwhich werewritten brief summariesof
radio broad-casts

- aletter of condolence and abook of poemswritten onthe4th
anniversary of Maung Thaw Kas? death

- acopy of ahand-written newsbulletinissued on May 7, 1995

- 25 sheetsof paper containing suggestionsfor the movement to secure
therelease of Nobel Peace Prizewinner Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

6 Maung Thaw Kawasafamouswriter and member of the NLD who died in Insein Prison after being
beaten and tortured.
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- 22 sheetsof paper on which werewritten short newsstories
- anumber of other papers.

The papersof short news storiesand theiron pipe seized from Hall 4 were placed
under Evidence Category |. According to Warden U Thein Myint, theteam leader of
theraid, all the other evidence seized during theraid of Cells1to 18 werelisted
under Evidence CategoriesC, D, E, F, Gand H.

On November 12, 1995, Warden U Nyunt Wai (complainant witness5) searched
Cell 7, LongHall 4 and found:

- 76 sheetsof hand written manuscriptsfor the Diamond Jubilee
magazine aimed at opposing the State

- five sheetsof handwritten paperswrittenin English

- abook of [Buddhist] Sutras.

They werelisted under Evidence Category J. According to U Nyunt Wai, prisoners
Zaw Tunand Nyunt Zaw livedinthiscell.

According to the testimony of Warden U San Ya(complainant witness 6) hewas
told to search Hall 4 on the morning of November 13, 1995 along with the authori-
tiesin chargeof Halls4, 5 and 6. The authorities seized 37 sheets of paper torn out
from various English magazinesfrom Cell 29 where Sein Hlaing, Win Thein and
AungMyoTint lived.

Warden U San Yaalsotestified that Khaing Soe, Saw Myint Maung, Moe Kyaw
and Maung Gyi livedin Cell 18, and that 21 pagesfrom an English magazinewere
seized fromtheir cell. Hefurther verified that theauthoritiesfound 3 lampswrapped
up inacement bag buried in front of Cell 2 1, Hall 4 where Kyaw Zin Htwe and
PyoneCholived. Hedsotestified that Maung Swe Oo and PhyoMin Theinlivedin
Cell 50f Hall 4.

According to the confession of Ko Ko Oo, Warden Maung Hla, Warden Tint Lwin
and Corporal Shwe Win searched inthe garbage pile and toilet behind Hall 5 on
November 19,1995 and found aten-and-a-half foot long black wire, two four-foot
longwhitewires, tensmall “National” dry batteries, adestroyed speaker and broken
bitsof aradio.

The search team also found, in the area between the pond and the of ficers housesa
copy of the New Blood Wave magazine and another copy of the same magazine,
which werelisted in Record No. 2 under Evidence CategoriesM and B. A draft
copy of seditiousliterature listed as Record No. 12 wasalso found buried inthe
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ground near Hall 4.

Warden Kan Myint (complainant witness 7) testified that hewas ordered to search
Cels2and 13 of Hall 3onNovember 12, 1995. In histestimony, he stated that Win
Tinlivedin Cdll 2. Hesaid histeam found:

- two Newsweek magazines

- anall cutter

- two ball-point pens, apair of felt pensand tworefills

- three bottles of home-made medicine

- alighter

- illega literature written on 109 pieces of plastic and 39 piecesof
paper.

Furthermore, Warden Kan Myint testified that the team found another batch of
evidencein Cell 13 of Hall 3. They were:

- two new gaslightersand three old gaslighters

- three shaving blades and ashaving metal blade

- acontainer for colored pencils

- apainting brush

- two copies of Today Burma

- abook of English usage

- athermometer

- 12 colored pencils, seven colored pensand 14 felt pens

- anarticlecaled“Living Revolution” written on eight piecesof torn
plastic bags

- 155 kyat’

- aNewsweek magazine

- five“ Spoken English” books

- anold nail cutter

- apicture of Bogyoke[Aung San]

- fivepicturesof Aung San SuuKyi.

According to thetestimony of handwriting expert U Tin Sein (complainant witness
8), hewasableto confirm that the hand writing of the publications, except theweekly
newsbulletin (Record A-1), wasthat of Nyunt Zaw. After carrying out an examina
tion of hiswriting a ongsidethat of Saw Myint Maung, Aung Myo Tint, Aung Kyaw
0o, Zaw Tun, Kyaw Min Yu, Phyo Min Thein, Myat Tunand Win Tin, hefound the
hand writinginthe A-1-1 copy and themagazinefor the Diamond Jubilee of Rangoon
University wasidentical to that of Nyunt Zaw.

7 Burma's currency.
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U Tin Seinfurther testified that:

- the hand writing on Record A-2 belonged to Nyunt Zaw

- Aung Myo Tint wrote New Blood Wave (Record A-3)

- Record A-4 and Evidence Category Pwere Aung Kyaw Oo'swritings

- writing on the back of an oil-soaked paper used for wrapping up snacks
from*“ Joker Bakery” waswritten by Zaw Tun (Record A-5, Evidence
Category Q)

-writinginredink on 10 pieces of paper waswritten by Kyaw MinYu
(akaJimmy) (Record A-6, Evidence Category R)

- Phyo Min Thein wrote two sheets of paper constituting Record A-7,
Evidence Category S

- Record A-8, Evidence Category T, wasin Myat Tun'shandwriting

- Win Tin'shandwriting was on Record A-9, Evidence Category N.

Following an investigation, the State brought various charges against Myo Myint
Nyeinaongwith 21 other partners-in-crimeinvolvedinthecase. They werecharged
under Section 5(E) of the 1950 Emergency Provision Act for writing and distribut-
ing seditiousliterature and drawing cartoonsand illustrationsaimed at discrediting
the State despite knowledge and proof that theinformation contained in these docu-
mentswasfalse.

The court a so produced evidencefor the caseinvolving the Diamond Jubilee maga:
zine and 20 sheets of paper addressed to the United Nations (Evidence Category
C); theweekly newshbulletin -6 different editions of which were seized from Myo
Myint Nyein'scell (Evidence Category D); minutesof NLD meetingsin prison (Evi-
dence Category F); and the New Blood Wave magazine and other literature (Evi-
dence Category K).

All thedefendantsdenied thecharges. All the defendantswith the exception of Zaw

Min, HlaThan and Sein Hlaing testified aswitnesses during thetrial and produced
witnesses.

TESTIMONY OF THEACCUSED

Myo Myint Nyein

In hismain statement Myo Myint Nyein told the court that he di scussed with Phyo
Min Theinwritingamessageto the UN Human Rights ConferenceinVienna, Audtria
in1993. The message stated that “we [Burmese] hopefor more support fromthe
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international community for the promotion of human rightsin Burma.” Hea so con-
fessed that a ong with Phyo Min Thein hesigned the messagewrittenin Englishon
theprison shirt. The messagewaslater sent to the Human Rights Conference.

Myo Myint Nyein stated he made arrangements to send amessage of congratula
tions"from political prisoners, colleaguesand friendsto Daw Aung San Suu Kyi”
when shewasreleased [from housearrest]. He said hemade arrangementsfor the
publishing of theweekly newsbulletins, distributed them among thosewho wished to
read them, and wrotearticlesfor thebulletin. Hetestified that he also held discus-
sionswith Phyo Min Theinto publish amagazinein commemoration of the Diamond
Jubilee of Rangoon University, and hetook joint responsibility for the magazine.

Myo Myint Nyein said hewroteapaper on the*” rightsand grievances of the prison-
ers’ to be presented to the United Nationsthrough the | CRC during their proposed
visittotheprison. Hesaid hewasunableto deliver the paper because he could not
meet the | CRC delegation.

Myo Myint Nyein also testified that he received messageson the 4™ anniversary of
Maung Thaw Kasdeath, and that hewas sent to Cell 2 of Hall 6 while hiscell was
being searched on November 11 and November 15, 1995. He said hewas aso
responsiblefor theletter sent to the government suggesting therelease of Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi when shewas not freed asexpected, and that thisletter wasnot distrib-
uted.

Hefurther testified that he wasresponsiblefor the evidence contained in Evidence
CategoriesC, D, Eand K, that he had never seen the New Blood Wave magazine
before, and that it was not true that he asked Nyunt Zaw to copy the news after
recordingitfromtheBBC, VOA and DVB, and nor did hedistributethisnews. He
said it wasalso not true that the newswasread by the prisonersfrom Long Hall 4,
and Short Halls4 and 3. He said it was only sent to the political prisonersinLong
Hall 4to beread.

Myo Myint Nyeinsaid it wasnot truethat Myo Nyunt Thein signed hisnameon the
prison shirt to be sent to the ViennaHuman Rights Conference, and added that the
news contained ontheshirt wasall correct. Hesaid themeeting of theVOA corre-
spondent with leaders of the country was proof of that, and said theinformation
contained in the papers, magazinesand bulletinswasall true.

Zaw Tun

Zaw Tuntestified that hisroom was not searched on November 11, 1995 and that
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he and Nyunt Zaw were brought out of their cell when Hall 4 was searched on
November 12, 1995. He said nothingwasfoundinhiscell.

Zaw Tun aso said helearned from Warden U Nyunt Wali that the search team found
apackage when another search was conducted in their absence. Hesaid thefirst
time he had seen the package was when Warden U Nyunt Wai showed it to him.

Hesaid hedid not read the Diamond Jubilee magazine, and asserted that, aswritten
inthe*“Historic Peacock” poem, it wastruethat anumber of studentshad died or
wereinjuredonJduly 7,1962, during the 1974 U Thant Funera Strike, at theHmaing
Centennia Strike, during the 1987 Demonetization Strike and on the day of Phone
Maw's death in 1988.

Hesaid hewasnot guilty.

Nyunt Zaw

Nyunt Zaw testified that on November 12 1995, the authorities searched hiscell in
hisabsence. Hesaid hedid not sign the documentary record [listing the evidence
foundinhiscell]. Hea so said that the Diamond Jubilee magazine was written by
hand in recognition of theplight of political prisoners. Nyunt Zaw further testified
that he only copied newscollected from visitorsduring prison visitsat therequest of
Myo Myint Nyein, and said there was also newsfrom Radio Myanmar inthe news
bulletin.

SoeHtet Khaing

Although hedid not refutethe chargesexplicitly, Soe Htet Khaing told the court that
theallegations stated by U Ye Nyunt (complainant witness 2) wereincorrect.
AungKyaw Oo

Aung Kyaw Oo told the court that he was not amember of the “Committee To
Publish The Diamond JubileeMagazine,” and that he had only participatedin putting

themagazinetogether. Hedid not deny thefact that Nyunt Zaw, Phyo Min Thein,
Kyi Pe Kyaw wereinvolved in publishing the magazine.
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Zaw Min

Asadefendant, Zaw Min answered 11 questions asked by the court. Hedid not
produce any witnessesto refute the charges, and he did not act asawitnessduring
any of the other casesbeingtried.

PhyoMin Thein

Phyo Min Theintestified that after adiscussonwith Myo Myint Nyeininearly May
1993, he signed hisname on the prison shirt on which they wrotethat “the political
prisonerswelcometheViennaConference,” that “ theraysof hopefor humanrights
will bebrightened in Burma’ and that “we arestill under detentioninthe SLORC
prisonwhereno humanrightsare practiced.”

Hesaid he held discussionswith Myo Myint Nyeinto compileapaper on human
rightsviolationscommon in prison to present to the| CRC whenitsdelegation was
scheduled to vigit the prison. Phyo Min Thein said hewasaparticipant, along with
others, inthe preparation of the paper to be presented to the UN through the | CRC.
He said the paper was unableto be delivered to the | CRC because the proposed
vistwascanceled. Similarly, hesaid they could not send the paper [to the UN] by
any other means. Phyo Min Thein stated that what was contained in this paper
regarding thesituation in prison wastrue and theinformation was based on hisown
experience under detention.

Phyo Min Thein said hetook themain responsibility for publishing the magazinein
honor of the Diamond Jubilee of Rangoon University. Hesaid hedrew illustrations
on both thefront and back covers, and that anyone could participateinthewriting
and preparation of themagazine. He said there was no committee assuch for the
publishing of the magazine and that heinformed only thosewho could help him put
themagazinetogether.

Hetestified that he asked Myo Myint Nyeinto do thelayout of the Diamond Jubilee
magazine, and asked Nyunt Zaw, who had beautiful handwriting, to copy thefinal
draft. He stated theinformation contained inthe magazinewasall correct and that it
reflected the genuinefedingsof politica prisoners.

Hepleaded not guilty.

Win Then

Win Theintestified that nothing wasfoundin hiscell during the specia search con-
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ducted on November 11, 1995. He said the New Blood Wave magazine that War-
denU San Yaalleged wasdiscovered therewas not in hispossession and stated that
he had no connection with the magazine.

Win Theintold the court he was beaten during hisinterrogation. He pleaded not
Quilty.

AungMyoTint

Aung Myo Tint testified that on November 12, 1995 awarden and other prison
officialstook himfrom hiscell (no. 29, Short Hall 4) saying that hewould haveto
meet the chief warden. He said that hewastortured that night.

Aung Myo Tint said hewastaken away again on November 16, 1995 and officials
showed him ahand written book and asked if hehad writtenit. Whenhedeniedthis,
he said they asked him to write something on paper [to check hishand-writing].

AungMyo Tint testified that the accusationsmade by the prison officidlsagainsthim
werebiased and untrue. He said he had not held any discussionswith Win Thein,
that he did not shareacell with Pyone Cho and Yin Htwe, had nothing to do with
them, and that hisprison visiting timewasnot the sameastheirs.

He said that according to prosecution witnesses, the notebook wasfound near the
official quarters. He aso said he was not connected with the New Blood Wave

magazine.

AungMyo Tint pleaded not guilty.

Htay Win Aung?

Htay Win Aung is a member of the ABFSU and was placed in a prison
dog cell in Insein between mid-November 1995 and January 1996.

Htay Win Aung testified that on November 12,1995 he wastaken away from his
cell, hishead having been covered with amask, and wasbeaten during an interroge-
tion. Hea sotold the court that on November 16, 1995 hewastreated inthe same
way during another interrogation. Hesaid six officidsinterrogated him using threats
andtorture.

8 No allegations were listed against Htay Win Aung in thetrial report.
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Htay Win Aung said he had no connection with the evidence found elsewhereand
that nothingwasfoundinhiscell. Hesaid U Khin Htay'sallegationsagaing himwere
wrong. He denied that the handwriting in the New Blood Wave magazinewashis,
that heand Aung Myo Tint named themagazine, that Aung Myo Tint drew illustra:
tionsand copied thewriting in the magazine, or that he wrotethe poems*“ Summer
Dream: Purple Flower,” “PhoneMaw” or “HeWhose History DoesNot Die” and
“Anger of 13-16.”

Hepleaded not guilty.

Yin Htway

Yin Htway testified that on November 12, 1995 hewas sent to Cell 7, Hall 6 before
U Myint Theinand histeam searched hiscell. He said after hewasinterrogated, he
signed a paper because he was asked to do so.

Yin Htway said that although Warden U San Yaclaimed hefound the New Blood
Wave magazine, he could not tell the court exactly wherehefoundit. Hesaid the
magazine had nothing to do with Hall 4 where helived and that he had no connection
withthe publication.

YinHtway pleaded not guilty.

WinTin

Win Tintestified that Military Intelligence Service (M1S) personnel took himtoa
show entitled “Windy With Big Wave’ at Envoy Hall on U WisaraRoad whilehe
wasserving aprisontermfor previousoffenses. Hesaid theMISasked himtowrite
a25 page assessment paper and he complied with this.

Hetold the court the main pointsin the paper were: “the Army wasworking for
continued military dominationin Burma,” “ he could not accept thefact the Tatmadaw®
was creating adestiny for the country,” “he objected to the military intervention
during the 1988 Uprising in which anew generation of studentsand theentirenation
participated,” “he supported Daw Aung San Suu Kyi'stirelesseffort to establish
democracy for thegenerationto come’ and* he presented the sufferings of political
prisonerswhen hewasa lowed to meet two foreign delegations.” Hesaid that when
hewas allowed to meet aforeign del egation for asecond time, he al so presented
some of hisviewson therelease of Daw Suu Kyi and political prisoners, onthe

9 Burma's armed forces.
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meeting which the SLORC held with Daw Suu Kyi and on the abolition of the Na-
tional Convention. He said that the current charges against him must not be con-
nected with actionsthat he had been legally permitted to undertake.

Win Tintegtified that the statement inthel etter tothe UN that “ political prisonersdid
not receive sufficient medicationin prison,” wasatrue statement. Hesaid hehimsdlf
had not received sufficient medication. Hetold the court that political prisoners
refused to eat food for three daysto protest against the punishment received by Bala
Gyi (akaThan Htut). He said when U Hlatold him of the[punishment] incident he
refused food aspart of the protest. When hewastold [by theauthorities] to change
hismind, he said hedid not. He said he began to eat again when Bala Gyi was
exempted from punishmen.

Win Tintestified that when prisonersdemanded their rights, the authoritiesonly al-
lowed prisonersto heat up their food before eating it. He said that although he
demanded thestatusof political prisonersbeclearly defined, [theauthorities] did not
comply withthis.

Hetold the court that thefacts contained in theletter to the United Nations, describ-
ing thesituationwith regard to thetreatment of prisonersin solitary confinement and
other matters, were correct and were beyond thelimitsof regulationsoutlined inthe
prison manual.

Win Tin said that after the search of hiscell on November 12, 1995, the officers
confiscated many papersand materialsfromthecell. Hesaid hedid not know if dll
of the confiscated materia swere shown to the court, but said that among the mate-
rialsshown in court he had not seen the paper about the NL D meetingsin prison or
the paper entitled “ To The Lady's Birthday.”

Hesaid he had not seen the” Ten Principlesof Unity” document or hisview onthe
Joint Action Committee. He said although officials claimed that theletter of Ko
Phyo, addressedto“ Ah Ba’ or father, wasfoundin hiscell, thiswasnot correct. He
added that the“DeHlaing” poem was not written in his handwriting, and that he
could not write poems because he was old. He said he was only a newspaper
writer, but testified that he did not write any of the articlesin the New Blood Wave
magazine. Hesaid just becausetherewasno nameaongsdean article, didn't mean
that hehad written it.

Win Tin said theletter written on Aung San Suu Kyi's 501 Birthday entitled “ Bowing
To TheLady OnHer Birthday” wasapersond |etter, not apolitical letter. Hesaid
hewrotethegreeting letter to Aung San Suu Kyi on her release[from house arrest].
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Win Tin pleaded not guilty because hesaid al of what he had written wasbased on
thetruth.

HlaThan

Hla Than did not act as awitness, but as a defendant. He answered only two
questionsposed by the court. Hedidn't produce anything to prove hewasnot guilty.

KoKoOo (akaBoBo)

In hisdefense, Ko Ko Oo told the court that on November 12,1995 he wastaken
from Cdll 14, Hall 3andinterrogatedinthe” specia” hal. Hefurther alleged that he
wasinterrogated again on thefollowing day in Cell 6, Hall 6.

Hesaid hewas again taken away from hiscell on November 20, 1995. Hesaid he
wastaken to the plot behind Hall 5 and saw agroup of prisonersdigging away a
garbage heap of about 6 feet square. Ko Ko Oo said he wasthen taken to adug-
out for human excrement about 30 yardsaway [from the garbage pit]. Hesaid an
officia ordered aprisoner to pokethe pit with something and the prisoner refused.
Hesaidtwo officials, Warden U San Yaand U Hla, were present at that timeand he
saw them abusing and beating theinmates. He said he also saw someone bringing
batteriesand cables, and that although he had no ideawhat the group of prisoners
who had been beaten earlier had found in the sewerage pit, he saw them cleaning
something at thewater tap. He said hewasthen interrogated.

Hetestified that in February 1996 hewas charged for allegedly being involvedinthe
smuggling of an 8-band radio into the prison. He said he had heard newsthat this
had been donein 1994. Hedenied hisinvolvement inthis, further testifying that the
radio partsand cableswere not his, that they were not found in hisroom, and that
therewasno evidencethat helistened tothe BBC, VOA, DV B, Voice of Myanmar,
and Far East Radio, and redistributed the news. He said hewasnot guilty of this
charge.

During cross-examination by thelaw enforcement officials, Ko Ko Oorefused to
answer all the questionsand denied that he listened to the news and distributed the
news. Heal so asserted that the news contained inthe newsbulletinwasall correct.
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Kyi PeKyaw (akaKyaw Gyi)

Kyi Pe Kyaw was acquitted from acase on November 29, 1995 [while serving a
prisonterm]. Hewasagain recaled to the court on February 5, 1996 to face charges.

Hetestified in court that aspecid search wasconducted in hiscell on November 12,
1995 and that hewastransferred from hiscell to Cell 2, Hall 6 during the search. He
told the court the statement that Warden U Thein Myint searched Long 18 and Long
Hall 4 alonewasincorrect.

Kyi Pe Kyaw denied that he decorated the Diamond Jubilee magazine and that he
sent aletter to the UN detailing the abuse of prisonersin Insein. During cross-
examination, hedenied hisparticipation in putting out the newsbulletin and denied
that he had discussed it with anyone. Hea so testified that he co-signed thel etter to
the UN written by Win Tin, becausethe authoritiestold himto sign thel etter.

Kyaw Min Yu (aka Jimmy)

Inhisdefense, Kyaw Min Yutestified that hewasrecalled back to Insein by MI1S(6)
and that he had to stay in Thayawaddy Prison from August 6 to November 20,
1995. Hesaid hedid not advise Myo Myint Nyeinto write aletter to the Vienna
Human Rights Conferenceon the prison shirtin 1995. Inaddition, hesaid hedid not
know anything about the letter. He said he was not involved in the collection of
manuscriptsfor, thefinalizing of, or thedistribution of thenewsbulletin, and told the
court he had never talked about the newsbulletinwith Myo Myint Nyein. Healso
told the court that broadcasting stations such asthe BBC and VV OA were good for
the people and that these stations broadcast only correct and confirmed news.

Kyaw Min Yu denied that it was hishandwriting (Evidence Category R) that was
found inthe newsbulletin despite verification from the handwriting expert. Hesaid
he grew more confident after hetook the[handwriting] test. Furthermore, Kyaw
Min Yusaidit wasnot truethat he co-signed the Christmas card addressed to Daw
Aung San SuuKyi. Hesaid al heknew wasthat the card was destroyed without it
being sent to her. Hetold the court that the note“1 would liketo greet you with
genuinedemocracy” had nothing to do with the charge that had been brought against
him.

Kyaw Min Yu pleaded not guilty on the groundsthat he had done nothing related to
thecharges.
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Myat Tun

Myat Tuntestified that theauthoritiesdid not find anythingillega inhiscell duringthe
search and that they only found anail cutter, aphoto, asmall Dhama Setkya'® and
anotewritten onapiece of paper used for wrapping up snacks. Hesaid thenotein
Evidence Category T wasjust anote of newsthat he had received during aprison
vist. Hesaid did not distribute any newsnor tell any newsto anyone.

Myat Tun pleaded not guilty.

Win Tun

Win Tun confessed that the search team found aradio and batteriesin hiscdll. He
further testified that the search was conducted in hisabsence. During cross-exami-
nation, hetold the court that helistened tothe BBC, VOA, €tc., but did not distrib-
ute any newsto anyone.

SeinHlaing

SeinHlaing dlowed himsdlf to be questioned asadefendant. Heanswered only two
guestionsand did not have any witnessesto present to the court.

Zaw Myint Maung

Zaw Myint Maung testified that he heardloud noisessmilar to digging on theground
with axesfrom thedirection of Hall 4 at about 8:30 p.m. On November 11, 1995.
Hesaid thefollowing day, ateam led by Chief Warden U Kan Myint searched all of
the 14 cellsin Hall 3using hoesand axesto dig. Hesaid the officialsfound nothing
inhiscell. Hesaid that on November 13, 1995, theteam dug the ground in front of
Cdls6to9andasoduginfront hiscel (no. 10, Hall 3) and nothing wasfound. On
November 15, 1995, he said he and some other prisonerswere taken away from
their cellsand ordered into separate cellsinwhich they aretill living. Hesaidthe
officialsdid not evendlow himto drink water during hisperiod of interrogation.

Zaw Myint Maung told the court that hewaslater shown two sheets of paper and
wasaccused of writing apoem inthe Diamond Jubilee magazine, and apoemand an
articlein the New Blood Wave magazine. He said he had never heard of the exist-
ence of nor read these magazines. He said he had seen hisnamein the magazines

10 Wheel of Dharma, first sermon given by the Lord Buddha.
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and suggested that it may have been written by theinvestigators. He added that on
November 23, 1995 the authoritiestook asample of hishandwriting. Hesaid the
wordshewastold to writewere designed to hurt hispolitical dignity.

Zaw Myint Maung said although it was alleged that he wrote the poem “Noble
Mother” (Evidence Category C), hecould not find thistitlein thetable of contents
[of the Diamond Jubilee magazine]. He added that the testimony of handwriting
expert U Tin Seinwasincorrect and that it was unnecessary to counter hisclaims.
Thereforehedid not answer thelaw enforcement official'squestion regarding his
handwriting (Evidence Category O).

Zaw Myint Maung denied al the charges.

Soe Myint

SoeMyint testified that it wasdifficult to determinewho wasresponsiblefor putting
out the New Blood Wave magazine because Warden U San Yacould not verify
whereitwasfound. Hesaid hedid not writethe song“ Battle Cry” inthe magazine,
and added that U Ye Nyunt himself had answered “no” when asked if he knew
whether the song waswritten by Nantawshayt SayaTin.* Herefuted the accusation
on the groundsthat the prosecution told the court that it wastrue only according to
theinvestigation rather thaninfact.

Heagain denied writing the song when under cross-examination and denied reading
or distributing the New Blood Wave magazine.

BaMyoThein

BaMyo Theintestified that the search of hiscell was conducted from November 12,
1995 to November 14,1995 and that he wasinterrogated on January 20,1996. He
said helearned three dayslater that hewould be charged formally at the court. Ba
Myo Theintold the court that hedid not sign the plastic bag on which theletter was
writtentothe UN Secretary General, or thewhite sheet of paper. Hesaid athough
hiscell was searched, the authoritiesdid not find anything so hedidn't need to sign
any document acknowledging anythingwasfound. BaMyo Thein pleaded not guilty
onthegroundsthat the prosecution only aleged that they had found evidenceof his
involvement inthe crimeon February 5, 1996. Hedenied dl the chargesduringthe
cross-examination.

1 Well-known pre-WWII composer of classical Burmese songs.
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Thetestimoniesof defensewitnessesU Saw Nay Dunand U Tin Maung Lwin could
only verify the accused were put in solitary confinement and tortured during their
interrogation. They werenot abletotell the court anything that would support the
defense case against the other charges.

Myo Myint Nyein

Asthecourt listened to testimony from both sides, Myo Myint Nyeintold the court
that theinformation contained in theletter to the ViennaHuman Rights Conference
was not fabricated, but based on true accounts. He said hewrotetheletter to Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi when he heard that she had been rel eased [from house arrest] but
said it wasnot sent to her because shewas not rel eased.

He added thefactsin thisletter were correct and contained no fal se statements.
Myo Myint Nyein aso testified that when hewrote the newsbulletinin 1994/95, the
newsinit wasalso trueand that thosewho wereinterestedinit werea lowed toread
it. Hesaid he al'so wrote apaper to present to (former UN Special Rapporteur)
Professor Yokotawhen hewas schedul ed to visit the prison and although hewas not
ableto give himtheletter because he did not see him, the content of theletter was
based on actud eventsin Insein Prison.

Myo Myint Nyeintook responsbility for publishing the Diamond Jubilee Magazine
and said the news and facts published in the magazine were al true accounts. He
therefore pleaded not guilty.

Zaw Tun

Hefurther testified that hewasnot on the“ Committeeto Publish the Diamond Jubi-
leeMagazine’ and said that thefactsin the magazineweredl| correct. Hesaid hedid
not writeany poemsand that Nyunt Zaw copied the manuscriptsat the arrangement
of PhyoMinThein.

Zaw Tun said statements such as*“Phone Maw's death” and “ It is better to play
chess’ had nothing to do with Section 5 (E) of the Emergency Provision Act [the
formal chargebrought against him]. Hesaid athough he discussed with Phyo Min
Theinwhat should betold to the ICRC whenitsrepresentativespaid avisit tothe
prison, some of the accusations made were not covered in that discussion.
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Nyunt Zaw

Nyunt Zaw testified that he wrote the Diamond Jubilee magazine and all thefacts
publishedinit weregenuine. He said the prosecution could not produce any proof
theinformationinthemagazinewasnot correct. Despitethefact that theletter tothe
UN investigator wasunableto bedelivered, thedetailsinit wereadll based onreadli-
tiesintheprison. He said healso wrotethe newsbulletin.

SoeHtet Khaing

Soe Htet Khaing said there were no witnesses other than U Khin Htay and U Ye
Nyunt who testified that he endorsed both theletter to the UN and theletter to Daw
Aung San SunKyi. Hesaid their testimonieswere based on hisconfessionswhich
weremade during hisinterrogation. Hetherefore pleaded not guilty.

AungKyaw Oo

Aung Kyaw Oo said it wastrue that he wrote the poem “ Together With Infinite
Strength” inthe Diamond Jubilee magazine. He said everyone has strength and
requested that the court ruleto give prisonerstheright to read and writeif they are
convicted under the present charge.

Zaw Min

Zaw Mintestified that hewasnot in Insein Prison during the period between August
6, 1995 and November 21, 1995. He said hedid not write the poem “ Obeisance
ToMother,” the poemtitled “ Consequence To A Cup of Low Sweet Strong Tea” or
the feature story “A Day Of Hope.” He said there was no proof he had written
them, nor had any drafts of them been found.

Hedsosaidit wasuntruethat Soe Htet Khaing and Aung Kyaw Oo had helped him.
Zaw Min said therewas also no proof that he signed theletter tothe UN. Hedenied
he discussed theletter with Nyunt Zaw, Kyi Pe Kyaw and Phyo Min Thein because
itwasaready stated that U Win Tin adone had writtenthel etter.

PhyoMin Thein

Phyo Min Thein aso said hewastransferred from Taungoo Prisonto Insein Prison
onNovember 24, 1995. He said after theinvestigation hewasformally charged for
dlegedinvolvementinthiscase.
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He stated that the prosecution could not prove that the contents of the Diamond
Jubilee magazinewerefaseor that heedited it. He said although hewas accused of
writing the poem “ Obeisance to Mother,” the authorities also accused another
prisoner of writing the same poem. He confessed that hewrotetheletter to Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and the other | etter on the prison shirt tothe UN.

Phyo Min Theinmaintainedthat al thefactscontainedin thesel etterswere based on
genuine accounts and on these grounds he pleaded not guilty.

Win Then

Win Thein said that a special team searched hiscell on November 11, 1995. He
testified that on November 15, 1995 he was beaten while being interrogated.

He asserted that there was no proof that he wrote a piecein the New Blood Wave
magazine. Furthermore, he stated that according to Warden U San Yathemagazine
wasfound at aplacefar away from hiscell and thisshowed that he had nothingto do
withit. Hesaid hedid not participate in the publishing of the magazine because he
wastoo tired--both in body and mind--dueto hisconstant torturein prison.

AungMyoTint

AungMyo Tint said hedid not organize or discusswith Pyone Cho, Yin Htway and
Win Thein about the New Blood Wave magazine. Hetold the court that his
handwriting was different from those on pages5, 28, 32, 33, 35, 37,53 and 93
athough thehandwriting expert claimed that thesewritingswerehis. Hedsosaidhe
had never met Soe Myint or Ne Oo, and had not seen the newsbulletin before.

Htay Win Aung

Htay Win Aung told the court that hewas not allowed to hirealawyer to represent
him. He pleaded not guilty on the groundsthat the charges against him were un-
founded, that there was no proof to back up the accusations, and that the prosecu-
tion testimoni eswere based on information obtai ned throughinterrogation.

Yin Htway

YinHtway stated hewasnot allowed to hirealawyer to represent him. Hefurther
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testified that the accusations against him with regard to the New Blood Wave maga:
Zinewereerroneous. He asked the court when it sentenced the prisonersto urgethe
authoritiesto alow himand theothersfull rightsof prisonersin prison.

WinTin

Win Tinsaid hedid what he believed wasright and therewas not asinglefact written
that wasincorrect. Hetold the court that theloss of human rightsand torturein
prison wereal genuine and added that the prosecution could not provethat these
pointswereinaccurate.

Hesaid hedid not writethe“reportsonthe NLD”. Thefactscontainedintheletter
tothe UN he said werereal, and that he did not write anything in the New Blood
Wave magazine under the name of “DeHlaing.” He also told the court that the
materials brought to the court as evidence were all mixed up. He said the“ Ten
Principles To Unity” document wasaconfession obtained from him during torture.

Win Tin said that although hewrotetheletter to Daw Aung San SuuKyi, it contained
true accounts of what was going on. He admitted that hewrotethe piece” Tothe
Lady'sBirthday.” He said he met the UN del egation with the permission of the
authorities.

Win Tin pleaded not guilty onthe groundsthat all that hetold the court was correct.

HlaThan

Hla Than attested that there was no way that he could have met Kyi Pe Kyaw.
Likewise, hesaid hedid not meet Soe Htet Khaing and Phyo Min Thein.
KoKoOo (akaBoBo)

Ko Ko Oo pleaded not guilty on the groundsthat the prosecution was not ableto
produceany evidenceagainst him.

Kyi PeKyaw (akaKyaw Gyi)

Kyi PeKyaw said hedid not co-operate with Phyo Min Thein, HlaThan and Nyunt
Zaw. Hesaid the poem entitled “ Mother Irrawaddy” wasnot included in any of the
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publications so he pleaded not guilty.

Kyaw Min Yu (akaJimmy)

Kyaw Min Yu further testified that he did not know anything about the New Blood
Wave magazineand that hedid not distributeit. Heaso said hewasnot involvedin
theletter to the UN written on the prison shirt and that it was not true that he had
writtentheletter to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

He admitted that Evidence Category R was his handwriting, but he pleaded not
guilty onthe groundsthat the contentswereall based on true accounts.

Myat Tun

Myat Tuntold that court that hewas not guilty because therecord of newsthat he
had collected during prison visits (Evidence Category T) wasaccurate.

Win Tun

Win Tuntold the court that it wastrue the search team found aradio in his posses-
sion, but it was not true that he distributed newsto prisoners. He said he had no
connection with thenewsbulletin or the Diamond Jubileemagazine. Thisbeingthe
case, hesaid he should only be punished in accordance with Section 42 of the prison
manudl.

Sein Hlaing

Sein Hlaing countered the charges on the groundsthat the material salegedly found
in connection with himwereal mixed up and that thelocation of wherethematerias
werefound were al so presented incorrectly to the court. Hea sotold the court that
prisonersfrom Halls3 and 4 could not see each other and that for thisreason hehad
noway of meetingwith Myo Myint Nyein.

Zaw Myint Maung

Zaw Myint Maung said he did not sign hisname on the message of congratul ations
[to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi] and did not write aletter to her on her release [from
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housearrest]. Hesaidit wasalso incorrect that he had written apoemintheDia
mond Jubilee magazine and said he had never read the New Blood Wave
magazine, stating that he did not even know whereit wasfound.

Zaw Myint Maung said the sample of hishandwriting had not been taken in accor-
dancewith thelaw and asserted that hewasbeing tried for political reasons.

Soe Myint

Soe Myint contended that he was not guilty because no witnesses other than U
KhinHtay and U Ye Tun accused him of thecrimes.

BaMyoThein

Regarding the accusation that BaMyo Thein drew illustrationsin the Diamond Jubi-
lee magazine as shown in the evidence, the accused claimed thisevidence had not
been obtained in accordance with theregulations. Hedenied hisparticipationinthe
letter to the UN and theendorsement on behalf of DaNyaTa. Hesaid that theletter
waswritten by Win Tinaone.

BaMyo Thein pleaded not guilty.

SUMMARY

Thejudicia officer told the court that al the evidence shown to the court waseither
seized or found in the possession of the defendants. He ascertained that although
they werewritten by hand, they were still magazinesand literature according to
Section 2 (a), (b) and (c) of the Printing and Distributing Act and that it was clear
that the accused co-wrote, read and distributed the magazines and other literature.
It wasa so evident that they listened to the news broadcastsfrom forei gn broadcast-
ing Stationsand distributed thisfa seinformation.

The handwriting expert verified that those accused of writing RecordsA-1to A-9
had actually written theliterature concerned. Sincetheradioshad been seized from
Ko Ko Ooand TunWin, it was evident that they had distributed the newsfrom the
radio.

Although Win Tin claimed that hewrotethelettersaccording to hisversion of the

12 Thisheading isnot in the original report and has been added by the translator.
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truth, they contained factsthat were unacceptableto the government. Inaddition,
Myo Myint Nyein had confessed that hetook responsbility for the publication of the
Diamond Jubilee magazine and the evidence showed that all the accused worked
together to publishthemagazines.

He[theattorney] therefore apped ed to the court that they be given sentencesunder
the chargesthat had been laid against them.

Asmentioned, Nyunt Zaw wrote the newsbulletin (Record A- 1). Similarly, the
handwriting found on the Diamond Jubileemagazinewashis. Theinvestigatorsfound
that he had copied false newsfromthe BBC, VOA and DVB.

Theattorney told the court that al thewritings- poems, articles, descripive pieces,
aesthetic writings, cartoons, short and long stories-contained inthe 102 page Dia-
mond Jubilee magazinewere aimed at defaming and di screditing the government.
The person respons blewasno other than Nyunt Zaw astestified by the complainant
witnessesand from the confess ons of the accused.

Inthe defense of Myo Myint Nyein, he confessed that he co-operated with Phyo
Min Theinto put out the magazine. Although he claimed the handwriting inthe
magazinewashis, it was obviousfrom theevidencethat it wasNyunt Zaw's. The
poem“History Of The Fighting Peacock'sAbility” (Record A-2) wasentirely against
thegovernment. It readsasfollows:

“Letitbeknownto

thoseinthemilitary who hunger for power,
thosedemonic military,

wishingto build amilitary nation,

under amilitary democracy and military politics,
that weshdl res st defiantly with the strength of
thefighting peacock,

may it beeternally recordedin history!”

It was evident that this poem waswritten by Zaw Myint Maung from U Tin Sein's
testimony and from Evidence Category N.

The New Blood Wave magazine (Record A-3) waswritten by Aung Myo Tint. He
contested the allegation by U Tin Sein that the handwriting in certain pages of the
magazinewasnot identical to that shownin Evidence Category K. U Tin Sein con-
firmed in histestimony that Aung Myo Tint did not ask across question about it.
Therewere poems, stories, satirical pieces, songs, articlesand aesthetic writingsin
the magazine and these were aimed at discrediting the government and presenting
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inaccurateinformation.

From U Tin Sein's testimony combined with the Evidence Category N it was
undeniablethat the handwriting of the poem “ Together With Infinite Strength” was
Aung Kyaw Oo's. It wasapoem whichwaslibel ousto the government.

Thetwo pagesof “Meeting With Great L eaders’ (Record A-6, Evidence Category
Q) asaccepted by the court, wereclearly seditiousliterature. They werewrittenin
Zaw Tun'shandwriting, astestified by U Tin Sein and confirmed by Evidence Cat-

egory N.

TheRecord A-7, Evidence Category R, wasin the handwriting of Kyaw Min Yu.
Thiswasconfirmed by U Tin Sein'stestimony together with Evidence Category N.
Inany case, Kyaw Min Yu himsalf admitted that it was hishandwriting.

Thetwo sheet |etter that was Record A-7, Evidence Category S, started with the
word “ Father” followed by thesignature* Ko Phyo” and ended withthedate“ 15/1
/95”. According to Evidence Category N and thetestimony of U Tin Sein, it was
written by Phyo Min Thein. Thefactscontained in thiswere defamatory to the
government.

The Record A-8, Evidence Category T, wastherecord of inaccurate news broad-
cast by theDVB. Thetestimony of U Tin Seinand Evidence Category N affirmed
that it wasMyat Tunwho had copied it out. He admitted that it was news he had
collected during prison visits. Myat Tun countered that these were not fal se state-
ments. Thelaw enforcement official testified in court that the newsfromtheDVB
(Evidence Category T) wasdamaging to the country asit had been fabricated.

Record A-9, Evidence Category T, contains an anti-government poem written on
bitsof thin plastic bag, and brief notesof NL D meetingsand policies. Thedocu-
mentswere addressedtoWin Tinat Cell 2in Hall 3 and according to evidenceand
testimoniesof U Tin Sein, it was proven that the handwriting on these documents
wereWinTin's. But Win Tintestified that it wasnot entirely truethat al these docu-
mentswerewrittenin hishandwriting, assomewerein other handwriting stylesthat
hedid not recognize. U Tin Seindid not ask areturn question regarding this.

Asmentioned, itisclearly evident that Nyunt Zaw, Zaw Myint Maung, Aung Myo
Tint, Aung Kyaw Oo, Zaw Tun, Kyaw Min Yu, Phyo Min Thein, Myat Tunand Win
Tin had written and published magazines, news bulletins and papersthat wereall
agangt thegovernmen.

Myo Myint Nyein did not deny that he wrote the letter to the Human Rights
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Conferenceon the prison shirt. Heaso did not deny hisinvolvement inthework of
the Diamond Jubilee magazine (Evidence Category C), thelettersquesting rightsfor
political prisoners, the newsbulletin (Evidence Category Q) and the New Blood
Wave magazine (Evidence Category E). Heinfact confessed that hewasinvolved
with the Diamond Jubilee magazineand thenewshbulletin.

Nyunt Zaw did not ask U Tin Sein a cross-question although he denied that the
handwriting on the Diamond Jubilee magazinewashis.

With regard to charges made against Soe Htet Khaing, he countered that U Ye
Nyunt's accusationswere unfounded because he did not name the Diamond Jubilee
magazine. Soe Htet Khaing contended that he saw the magazine only when he
arrived at the court. Similarly, he denied the chargethat he read the newsbulletin
which Myo Myint Nyein passed on to him. But according to the confiscated mate-
rialsand testimonies of witnesses, it has already been proven that he had worked
with Zaw Tun, Aung Kyaw Oo, Nyunt Zaw, Kyi PeKyaw, Zaw Minand Phyo Min
Thein onthe publishing of the Diamond Jubilee Magazine.

Aung Kyaw Ootestified in court that he carried out work supportive of democracy
and human rights. During cross-examination he confessed that he participated inthe
work of the Diamond Jubilee Magazine.

Zaw Min alowed himsdlf to be questioned asadefendant. Hedenied dl thecharges.
Hecross-examined U Khin Htay regarding “ Obeisance To Mother,” the poemtitled
“Consequence To A Cup of Low Sweet Strong Tea,” thefeature story “A Day Of
Hope” andtheletter tothe UN inrelation to human rightsissuesin Burma. Evidence
Category C containsthe poem “ Consequence To A Cup of Low Sweet Strong Tea”
and“A Day Of Hope” on page 28 and page 96 respectively inthe Diamond Jubilee

Magazine.

Inthetestimony of Win Thein, hemainly focused on making an apped. During cross-
examination he denied hisinvolvement in discussonswith Pyone Cho, Lwin Oo, Yin
Htway and Aung Myo Tint about collecting manuscriptsand publishing amagazinein
commemoration of the 7! anniversary of Phone Maw'sdeath. Healso denied that
hewrote“Thelmmortal” for the New Blood Wave magazine. Win Thein however
did not say in hismaintestimony if hewasinvolvedin providing coffeeand snacksto
the participantsinthe prayersand memorial services[held ontheanniversariesfor
the deaths of Phone Maw and Maung Thaw Kal.

Htay Win Aung in hismain testimony did not deny hisinvolvement in naming the
magazine New Blood Wave and indrawing illustrationsfor it. Likewise, hecould
not deny writing “ Thelmmortal” and“ Anger of 13-16" on page 2 of the magazine.
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Yin Htay'stestimony wassimilar to that of other defendants. Hea sotold the court
of hisdissatisfactioninprison. Hecasualy denied that hewasinvolved withthe New
Blood Wave magazine. Hehowever could not deny the charges by the prosecution.
HlaThan answered only 3 questions[among those posed by the court]. Headlowed
himself to be questioned asadefendant. Hedid not defend the chargesasawitness
or produce any witnessto the court.

Ko Ko Oo (akaBo Bo) did not defend himself against any of the main charges.
Instead, hetold the court of hisfeelings, desires, demandsand beliefs. He denied
smuggling theradio into the prison (Evidence Category F), but he did not deny
explicitly thefact that theradio anditsparaphernaiawasfoundinthe placetowhich
he had guided the search party.

Kyi Pe Kyaw denied the accusation that he crocheted pi ctures of apeacock onthe
Diamond Jubileemagazine. During cross-examination, heconfirmed that he shared
acell withMyoMyint Nyeinand S Thu (akaKhin Maung Lwin). Hedenied dis-
cussing anything with them, but he did not present any witnessesto support thisto
thecourt.

TunWin confirmed that aradio was seized from hiscell and that helistened to news
fromforeign broadcasts. But he contended that he did not know about the docu-
ment sent to the ViennaHuman Rights Conference, theletter to the UN Secretary
Generd or the New Blood Wave magazine. However, hedid not deny inhismain
testimony that he distributed newsfromtheradio asalleged by the prosecution. He
confessed that aradio and batterieswere seized from hiscell (Evidence Category
D).

Sein Hlaing answered only two questionsand did not present any witnessesto the
court.

Soe Myint denied knowing anything about the New Blood WWave magazineand said
that hebelieved it was ownerless. He also denied hewrotethe song “Battle Cry.”
He presented no witnessesto the court.

Inthemain testimony of BaMyo Thein, he contended that thetestimoniesof U Khin
Htay and U Ye Nyunt were untrue and that he did not sign the document acknowl-
edging the seizure of materialsfromhiscell. During cross-examination, he denied
writing the brief news reports and denied he discussed anything with Zaw Myint
Maung, Myint Naing and JJmmy. He however was unableto present any proof to
back up hisdenials.

Toanalyzeall thetestimonies and the materials shown as evidence the Diamond
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Jubilee Magazine (Evidence Category C), therequestsregarding humanrightsissues
addressed to the UN Secretary General (Evidence Category D), the message of
condolence at the death of Maung Thaw Kaseized from Myo Myint Nyein'scell,
thedraftsof the newsbulletin, and other papersand literature (Evidence Categories
FA,D,P,Q,R, T, andU) - they areall damagingto the State. Furthermore, they
contain fabricated newsbroadcastsfrom foreign broadcasting stations. The content
and style of writinginthemagazinesisa so detrimentd tothe State. Itisevident that
athough the accused had reason to believe that what they were doing wasincorrect,
they weredistributing and planning to distributefa se newsnot only within the prison
but to organizationsoutside.

Although conclusions cannot be drawn from the testimonies of the handwriting ex-
pert alone, itisevident that all the 22 accused worked together in committing these
crimes, afact supported by other material sand testimonies of the witnessesand of
theaccused themsealves.

Theaccused prisonerscommitted acrimewhile serving out prison termsreceived
for variousother offenses. For thisreason thereisno justification in showing them
mercy. Their sentencesare handed out asfollows:

Thecourt hereby sentencesthefollowing accused to seven year seach with
hard labor under Section 5 (E) of the 1950 Emergency Provision Act:

Myo Myint Nyein (sonof U Kyar BaNyein)
Zav Tun (sonof U KanTun)
Nyunt Zaw (sonof U Lay Myint)
SoeHtet Khaing (sonof U Myint Thein)
Aung Kyaw Oo (sonof U Kyaw Hlaing)
Zaw Min (sonof U Tin Swe)
PhyoMinThen (sonof U KhinTun)
WinThen (sonof U Ohn)
AungMyo Tint (sonof U SoeTint)
Htay Win Aung (sonof UWinAung)
YinHtway (son of U MyaSoe)
WinTin (sonof U Pu)

HlaThan (sonof U ---)

Ko Ko Oo (akaBo Bo) (sonof U Yan Aung)
Kyi PeKyaw (akaKyaw Gyi) (sonof U HlaKyi)
Kyaw MinYu (akadimmy) (sonof UTinYu)

Myat Tun (sonof U Myo Thwin)
TunWin (son of U Htway Nyo)
SeinHlaing (sonof UBaYi)
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Zaw Myint Maung (sonof U Chit Maung)
SoeMyint (sonof U Maung Phat)
BaMyoThein (sonof U Aung Thein)

If they have aready served aperiod of detention for these crimes, this period must
bereduced fromthe sentence. All money presented at the court will be confiscated
asthe property of the State as soon asthe period of appeal hasexpired. Atwhich
timeall materiaspresented asevidencein thiscasewill bedestroyed.

Signed,

Kyaw Htun

Deputy-Divisond Judge

Rangoon Divison Court (Northern District)
Dae March 28,1996

Conclusion

The official trial report shows the lack of due process of law in Burmaand the
judiciary'scontempt for fundamental human and legal rights. It demonstrateshow
the SLORC usesitsrepressivelawsasatool to suppresspolitical oppositionwith
theaid of anacquiescent judiciary.

Denying the prisonersaccessto legal counsel iscontrary to one of the most basic
legd rightsand tointernational standardsfor fair trials. Without such accesstolega
counse, theaccused should never have been convicted of the charge brought against
them.

Perhaps one of the more disturbing aspects of thetrial report ishow thejudiciary
acceptsthe use of interrogations, beatings, and torturein prison. Itisevident from
theofficia report that these were used asameansto obtaining confessonsfor useas
evidence against some of the accused.

The denia of freedom of expression also demonstrates how the treatment of
prisonersby the SLORC's prison administration fallswell short of internationa mini-
mum standards. Thetria report showshow political prisonersarenot only refused
theright to read, write, or have accessto national and international news, but that
such activity isregarded as punishable.

An examination of the evidence produced at thetria also showsthat the prisoners
should not have been found guilty of the charge under Section 5 (E) of the 1950
Emergency Provision Act. Under thislaw aperson can be convicted of planning
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to, or actudly disseminating fal seinformation either if they know theinformationto
befalse, or theresenough proof that it'sfalse. In court, the defendants argued that
they knew theinformation contained in the | etters and magazinesto be thetruth.
Therefore, the prosecution had to provethat thisinformation wasinstead falsefor
thejudgeto then convict the accused of thecharge. However, therewasno discus-
sion regarding thetruthfulness of theinformation -- it wasonly stated that it was
“damaging” tothegovernment. For thisreason the 22 accused should, onceagain,
never have been convicted of the charge brought against them.

Such abusesof fundamental legal and human rightsareused by SL ORC asameans
toslencepolitical opposition. Inthefaceof such abuses, thereisacontinuing need
for increasing internationa pressureon the SL ORC to respect justice and individua
freedoms and heed the will of the peopleit purportsto represent intheir call for
democraticreform.
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Factson Human RightsViolationsin Burma 1996

1. Extra-judicial, Summary, or Arbitrary Executions
1.1. Background
1.2. Deathin Custody
1.3. Death of Monksin Custody
1.4. Deathin Prison Labor Camps
1.5.List of Incidents

2. Arbitrary Detention and Enfor ced or Involuntary Disappear ances
2.1. Background
2.1.1. lllega Arrestsand Detention of NLD Members
2.1.2. Human Rightsand SLORC'sLaws
2.2. SLORC’'sRecent Detainees
2.3. Student Demonstrationsand Mass Arrests
2.3.1. NLD Youth Members Detained Since December 1996
2.3.2. NLD Membersand Supporters Detained Since Dec. 1996
2.3.3. Students Detained Since December 1996
2.3.4. Other Persons Detained Since December 1996
2.3.5. List of theNLD-elected MPsin Detention
2.4.LifeinPrison
2.4.1. TheCaseof U WinTin, Myo Myint Nyein, and others
2.4.2. TheSituation of Dr. MaThida
2.4.3. The Situation of Daw San San Nwe
2.4.4. The Situation of MinKo Naing
2.4.5. The Situation of Zaw Zaw Aung
2.5. List of Incidents

3. Rightsof theChild

3.1. Background

3.2. Education of Childrenin Burma

3.3.Child Soldiers
3.3.1. Incidentsof Forced Conscription
3.3.2. Army Volunteers

3.4. Child Forced Laborers

3.5. Lifeasanlllegal Immigrant

4, Forced Porteringand L abor
4.1. Background
4.2. Typesof Forced Labor
4.2.1. Useof Civilian Porters
4.2.2. Useof Prison Portersand Prison Labor
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4.2.3. Civilian Forced Labor
4.3. Incidentsof Forced Labor by Region
4.3.1. Karen State
4.3.2. Tenaserim Division
4.3.3. Chin State
4.3.4. PeguDivison
4.3.5. Sagaing Divison
4.3.6. MagweDivison
4.3.7. Shan State
4.4, Individua Incidentsin 1996

5. For ced Relocation
5.1. Background
5.2. Forced Relocation and SL ORC Devel opment Projects
5.2.1. YadanaGasPipeline Project in Tenasserim Division
5.2.2. Tavoy-Mergui-K awthaung Road and Tenessarim River
5.2.3. Karen Villagesin Tenasserim Division
5.3. Relocation asaMilitary Tool against the Armed Opposition
5.3.1. Massive Forced Relocation in Karen State
5.3.2. Forced Relocation in Shan State
5.3.2.1. List of Villages Forcibly Rel ocated in Shan State
5.3.3. Massive Relocationin Karenni State
5.3.3.1. Listof VillagesForcibly Relocated in Karenni State
5.3.4. Forced Relocation in Tenasserim Division
5.4. Cemeteries Rel ocated for Hotel Project
5.5. Other Incidentsof Forced Relocation
5.6. Mapsof Relocated Villagesin Shan State

6. Deprivation of Livelihood
6.1. Situationin Irrawaddy Division
6.2. Situation in Shan State
6.3. Situationin Chin State
6.3.1. 1997 Students Festival inHaka
6.4. Nyaunglebin Digtrict, Pegu Division
6.5. Situationin Karen State
6.5.1. Taungoo District
6.5.2. Papun District
6.5.3. Paan Didtrict
6.5.4. DooplayaDidtrict
6.6. Situationin Tenasserim Divison
6.7.List of Incidents
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7.

10.

11.

Rightsof Minorities
7.1. List of Cease-fire Agreements

Tortureand other Crud, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment, and
Punishment
8.1. Torturein Detention
8.1.1. Salitary Confinement
8.1.2. Bedatings
8.2. llI-treatment during Forced Portering and L abor
8.2.1. Other II-treatment During Forced L abor
8.2.2. lll-treatment inthe Ethnic Areas
8.3. Listof Incidents

Freedom of Belief and ReligiousDiscrimination
9.1. Background
9.2. Treatment of Buddhist Monksin Detention
9.3. SLORC'sControl over Buddhism
9.3.1. Violation of the Ordination Procedures
9.3.2. Prior Permission Required for Religious Ceremonies
9.3.3. Compulsory Recital Groupsof Religious Versesin Sagaing
9.3.4. Thai Buddhist Monk Escapesfrom the SLORC'sHarassment
9.3.5. Ancient Pagodas Destroyed to Make Way for Reservoir
9.4. SL ORC-ingtigated Unrest between Buddhist Monksand Mudims
9.5. SLORC'sDisrespect for al Religions

Freedom of Opinion, Expression, and the Press

10.1. Oneof the Ten Enemiesof the Press

10.2. SLORC'sLaws Restricting Freedom of Expression

10.3. VisaRedtrictionsand other Formsof Harassment of Journalists
10.4. Sentencing for aJoke: Caseof U PaPalLay andU Lu Zaw

10.5. Sentencing for Production of aVideo: Caseof U WinHtein

10.6. Sentencing for Meeting aForeign Journalist: Caseof SanHlaing
10.7. Sentencing for Distributing NLD Video: Caseof U Sein HlaAung
10.8. Sentencing for Espousing Peaceful Dialogue: Caseof U Kaythara
10.9. Sentencing for Two Songs. Case of Shwe Than Zin Band

Freedom of Assembly and Association

11.1. Mounting Pressure on pro-democracy Opposition

11.2. Restrictions Placed upon Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

11.3. MassArrestsof NLD Members

11.4. Systematic Harassment of NLD L eadersand Forced Resignations




12.

13.

14.
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11.5. Harassment of NLD landlordsand Removal of NLD Signboards
11.6. List of Typica Incidents

11.7. No Freeand Independent Trade Unions

11.8. USDA, SLORC's"Brown Shirt”

11.9. SLORC-run NGOsin Burma

Freedom of M ovement

12.1. Background

12.2. Restriction onthe Movement of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
12.3. Redtriction onthe Movement of NLD Members

12.4. Harassment of Foreign Vigitors

12.5. Foreign Travel Restricted Areas

Abuseof Women
13.1. Background
13.2. BurmeseWomen in Politics

13.2.1. Incidents
13.3. 1996 Arrestsof FemaleActivists
13.4. Women and Forced L abor
13.5. Incidentsof Rape and Sexual Assult
13.6. The Situation of Refugee WWomen
13.7. BurmeseWomen and HIV

TheRefugee Situation and For ced Repatriation
14.1. Refugeesin Thailand
14.1.1. SLORC/DKBA Border Incursion
14.1.2. SL ORC 1997 Offensive Against the KNU
14.1.3. The Situation of the Mon refugees
14.1.4. The Situation of the Shan Refugees
14.1.5. Thai Policieson Refugees
14.2. TheRohingyaMudim Refugeesin Bangladesh
14.3. Chin Refugeesinindia




