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T oday air pollution has 
become a serious global problem for every country in the world. However, a lot of people are not aware  of  it. Therefore, we need to consider what possible caus-es are and find out possible solutions for each.

To begin with, industries, power stations and motor vehicles are the major causes of air pollution by pro-ducing pollutants which can  not only destroy our environment but also damage our health. For example, a thick deadly cloud called ‘smog’ which was a combination of smoke and fog killed thousands of people in London in 1952.This situation would be prevented by reducing the amount of sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides produced by power stations and factories.
Moreover, another type of pollu-tion such as exhaust pollution which 

is caused by traffic congestion can affect our lungs severely. As a result, a lot of people living in urban areas are suffering from lung disease.The most important solution is to reduce the number of motor vehicles on the road. This would solve the prob-lem of traffic congestion as well as exhaust pollution. Another solution is to make smokeless zones by using smokeless fuels.
Besides, another type of pollu-tion is under-garbage fire releasing poisonous smoke. It broke out at a garbage dump in Hlinethayar and burned for several days, causing health hazards in nearby areas due to the smoke and carbon monoxide emitted by the fire. It is an under-ground fire caused by methane gas from the garbage. Smokes came out from the fire underneath.The most important solution is recycling  sever-

al tonnes of paper, metal and plastics so that we can avoid such kind of dump fire.
Last but not least, ozone pollu-tion which is caused by a reaction of exhaust fumes and sunlight has been a threat to us by causing lung irritation and damaging vegetation. An important suggestion is to fit a catalytic converter to the exhaust pipe of every motor vehicle.This converts exhaust fumes into fewer harmful gases.

All things considered, while air pollution has become an increasingly serious problem for every city in the world, a lot of people  are not still aware of it. Therefore, we need to ed-ucate the public on how to improve our atmosphere by accomplishing the above suggestions.

By Phyu Min
BA (English); Dip in ELTM;Dip in English.
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Union Minister U Thaung Tun meets with French 
Companies, attends Belt and Road Summit 
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THE Government of My-
anmar held a high-lev-
el briefing on the case 

filed by the Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International 
Court of Justice concerning the 
alleged violations of the provi-
sions of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide (Gen-
ocide Convention 1948). The 
briefing took place this morning 

at the Presidential Palace. 
Union Minister for the 

Office of the State Counsellor 
U Kyaw Tint Swe and Union 
Minister for International Co-
operation U Kyaw Tin briefed 
President U Win Myint, State 
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, Vice President U Henry 
Van Thio, Speakers and Vice 
Speakers of Pyithu Hluttaw and 
Amotha Hluttaw, Commander 

in Chief of the Armed Forces, 
Union Ministers, and Chief Min-
isters on Myanmar’s prepara-
tions to defend the application of 
the Gambia at the International 
Court of Justice. 

At the Briefing, the Union 
Minister for Office of the State 
Counsellor U Kyaw Tint Swe 
and Union Minister for Interna-
tional Cooperation U Kyaw Tin 
gave briefings on the recent de-

velopments in the international 
arena with regard to Myanmar, 
emphasising on the case insti-
tuted by the Gambia against 
Myanmar concerning alleged vi-
olations of the provisions of the 
Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide (Genocide Conven-
tion) at the International Court 
of Justice.  Permanent Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs U Soe Han acted as the 
Master of Ceremony.

In his briefing to the Un-
ion-level dignitaries, the Union 
Minister for International Coop-
eration, U Kyaw Tin explained 
the purpose of the briefing stat-
ing that as the issue at hand 
is related to the high national 
interest of  whole country and 
all the people of Myanmar, 

SEE PAGE-3

A high-level Briefing on recent developments 
on international arena with regard to 

Myanmar was held at the President Office
State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will lead the defence team at The Hague

Union Minister for Office of the State Counsellor U Kyaw Tint Swe briefing on Myanmar’s preparations to defend the application of the Gambia at the International Court of Justice by the 
defence team led by State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.  PHOTO: MNA
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Myanmar would welcome those wishing to help in a practical 
and balanced approach to resolve the Rakhine issue.
FROM PAGE-1

it is necessary to inform the pub-
lic on the developments in order 
to avoid undue concerns among 
the public, based on the principles 
of openness, transparency and 
practice of democracy.

He informed that recently, 
there have been a number of or-
chestrated moves at the interna-
tional arena to push for accounta-
bility for the alleged violations of 
human rights following the brutal 
attacks committed by ARSA ter-
rorists on multiple border police 
outposts in Rakhine State and 
the counter attacks made by the 
security forces in October 2016 
and August 2017.

He recalled that the protract-
ed tensions between the two com-
munities in Rakhine State had 
been escalated again since 2012. 
Therefore, the current Govern-
ment took immediate steps to 
resolve this complex issue of Ra-
khine State as a top priority soon 
after taking office in 2016. Those 
measures include setting up of 
the Central Committee on Imple-
mentation of Peace, Stability and 
Development of Rakhine State in 
May 2016 and the Rakhine State 
Advisory Commission led by Dr. 
Kofi Annan in September 2016. 

At the same time, the Gov-
ernment has been making every 
endeavour to promote econom-
ic and social opportunities in 
the impoverish Rakhine State. 
Thanks to these positive steps, 
the Government’s efforts on 
peace, democratisation and de-
velopment had gained positive 
recognition by the international 
community including the United 
Nations. Consequently, the annu-
al resolution on Myanmar tabled 
by the European Union at the 
Third Committee of the United 
Nations General Assembly since 
1991 came to an end in 2016 and 
economic sanctions imposed by 
the United States on Myanmar 
were also lifted.

However, the outbreaks of 
violent attacks by ARSA against 
multiple police outposts and the 
counter attacks launched by 
security forces in October 2016 
and August 2017 and subsequent 
mass displacement of people 
from northern Rakhine State to 
Bangladesh attracts the great at-
tention of the international com-
munity on humanitarian ground. 
This resulted in resurgence of 
growing international pressure 
again on Myanmar due to lack of 

understanding on the complexi-
ties of the issue and the narra-
tives of the people of Myanmar.

In addition to its ongoing ef-
forts to implementation of the rec-
ommendations of the Kofi Anna’s 
Advisory Commission, the Gov-
ernment has signed three bilat-
eral agreements with Bangladesh 
with the intention of the imple-
mentation of the arrangement for 
repatriation and resettlement of 
the displaced persons. The Gov-
ernment has been cooperating 
with the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP), the 
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
ASEAN and other development 
partners as well as donor coun-
tries to create conducive environ-
ment for the potential returnees. 
Preliminary Needs Assessment 
(PNA) in Rakhine State has been 
conducted by ASEAN. Myanmar 
and ASEAN has agreed on the 
implementation of seven prior-
itized projects to follow up the 
recommendations of the PNA and 
to establish Ad Hoc Support Team 
of ASEAN Secretariat. The Gov-
ernment has also launched the 
National Strategy for Closure of 
IDP camps on 19 November 2019. 

The Union Minister added 
that the Government did not ig-
nore the issue of accountability 
and had formed Maungdaw In-

vestigation Commission led by 
the Vice President (1) which is-
sued the report of its finding. Fur-
thermore, the Government also 
established an Independent Com-
mission of Enquiry (ICOE) led by 
Ambassador Rosario Manalo in 
July 2018 and the Commission 
has been undertaking investi-
gation to the allegations and is 
expected to release its report on 
its findings before the end of the 
year. The Tatmadaw also estab-
lished their own Court of Inquiry 
and has been making investiga-
tions. The Evidence Collection 
and Verification Team (ECVT) of 
ICOE is awaiting the permission 
of Bangladesh side to visit Cox’s 
Bazaar Camp to conduct inves-
tigations to the allegations. The 
Government stands ready to take 
action against perpetrators with 
concrete evidence in line with the 

report of ICOE.
The Government has already 

arranged adequate logistic and 
physical preparations to receive 
verified returnees in accordance 
with the bilateral agreements be-
tween Myanmar and Bangladesh. 
A high level delegation was sent 
to Cox’s Bazar to explain the dis-
placed persons on the prepara-
tions and arrangements made 
by Myanmar Government for 
their return and resettlements. 
The Myanmar Government has 
recently proposed to the Bangla-

deshi side to send a similar dele-
gation to Cox’s Bazar to meet with 
displaced persons there.

The Union Minster also 
explained in detail about the re-
cent developments with regard 
to the human rights situation of 
Myanmar at the United Nations 
including Human Right Council, 
UN General Assembly and the 
Security Council. He also briefed 
on the functioning of the Inde-
pendent International Fact-Find-
ing Mission (FFM) and the es-
tablishment of the Independent 
Investigative Mechanism for 
Myanmar (IIM). He also com-
mented that the United Nations 
is focusing more on addressing 
the accountability issue spending 
large amount of its budget than 
on peaceful resolution of the hu-
manitarian situation. Myanmar 
would welcome those wishing to 

help in a practical and balanced 
approach to resolve the Rakhine 
issue. Despite its objection to the 
UNGA resolution on Myanmar, 
the Government has been co-
operating with the Office of the 
Special Envoy of the United Na-
tions Secretary-General and had 
recently facilitated her ninth visit 
to Myanmar. 

State Counsellor will lead the 
Myanmar Legal Team to con-
test the case
Brought by Gambia at the ICJ

Subsequent to the briefing 
by Union Minister U Kyaw Tin, 
Union Minister for the Office of 
the State Counsellor U Kyaw Tint 
Swe made a briefing on the case 
brought before the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) by Gambia.

U Kyaw Tint Swe pointed out 
that there are three cases filed 
by Gambia at the International 
Court of Justice namely; the case 
filed by Gambia at the ICJ on No-
vember 11, 2019; the decision of 
the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) to authorize the prosecu-
tor’s request for full investiga-
tion into alleged crimes passed 
on November 14, 2019 and the 
case filed at the Federal Court of 
Argentina under the principle of 
“Universal Jurisdiction” on No-
vember 13, 2019.

Union Minister’s briefing 
focused on application by Gam-
bia at the ICJ. He gave the back-
ground to the Application which 
Gambia submitted on behalf of 
the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC). He provided the 
details of the Application which 
claims that Myanmar is directly 
or indirectly responsible for vi-

olations of its obligations under 
the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide (the Genocide Con-
vention 1948). Together with the 
Application, a request for Provi-
sional Measures was also filed 
by Gambia and the reasons for 
this were cited in the request.

The Union Minister ex-
plained that all members of the 
United Nations, including Myan-
mar, are bound by the Statute of 
the ICJ. He gave a brief account 
of the Genocide Convention 1948 
and stated that Myanmar signed 
the said Convention on 30 Decem-
ber 1949 and ratified/acceded to 
it on 14 March 1956. At the time 
of ratification/accession in 1956, 
Myanmar made two important 
reservations on Article VI and 
Article VIII of the Convention. 
Myanmar made no reservation 
with regard to Article IX, which 
stated that “Disputes between 
the Contracting Parties relating 
to the interpretation, application 
or fulfillment of the present Con-
vention, including those relating 
to the responsibility of a State for 
genocide or for any of the other 
acts enumerated in article III, 
shall be submitted to the Inter-
national Court of Justice at the 
request of any of the Parties to 
the dispute”. The case by Gambia 
is based on Article IX.

The Union Minister ap-
praised the high level officials led 
by the President, State Counsellor 
that Myanmar has retained the 
services of top most legal experts 
and that a strong legal team has 
been formed. Apart from the le-
gal team, the country concerned 
has to appoint an Agent who will 
represent Myanmar in all aspect 
of the case before the ICJ. 

The case concerns the high 
national interest of the entire 
country. Accordingly, State Coun-
sellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, in 
her capacity as Union Minister, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will 
act as the Agent. The case will 
also drag on for years and U Kyaw 
Tint Swe, Union Minister of the 
Ministry of the Office of the State 
Counsellor is appointed as Alter-
nate Agent.

Oral presentations of the 
case will take place in The Hague, 
Netherlands and Myanmar dele-
gation will be headed by the State 
Counsellor, in her capacity as Un-
ion Minister, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

Myanmar has retained the services 
of top most legal experts and that a 
strong legal team has been formed.

Union Minister U Kyaw Tin briefing on Myanmar’s preparations to 
defend the application of the Gambia at the ICJ.  PHOTO: MNA
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