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Karen Refugee Committee
Newsletter and Activity Report

January - 2020

Introduction

January is the first of the year. For many, it is the month of preparation for the rest of the
year. For the Karen Refugee Committee, as a preparation, we organized our annual meeting for
2019 on January 30-31. During this two-days meeting, we review our works and activities,
condition of refugees existing for the last 40 years. At the same time, we revisit our vision/mission
that we have laid down, reviewing our camp management support for all camps, reviewing our
return’s position, and identify the challenges while reaching out to refugee communities. During
this meeting, all representatives from camps have agreed to also form KRC’s return committee,
names as ‘Refugee Future Preparedness Committee’. This Committee will serve as the main body
in supporting refugee future preparation.

In relation to KRC’s return position, it will depend solely on KRC's Vision, which states that,
For the refugees to live in self-reliance’. In order to fulfill this vision, KRC, Camp Committee will
continue to work on to fulfill with the support and cooperation from the refugees. For this coming
2020, we also plan to meet with religious leaders/organizations in Burma, having consultation
meeting with CBOs/CSOs leaders in Burma and along the border and from other countries, to meet
with Burma’s State Government and KNU leaders. If opportunity opens up, we hope to see a few
families to return as an initial step for preparation for their family’s future in this year 2020. We
continue to thank Thai Royal Government, donors, UNHCR, INGOs, NGOs and CBOs for your
continuous year-long support for the refugees.

With my best regards,

General Secretary

Karen Refugee Committee



KRC’s Monthly Activity

January 2020

7/01/2020 — KRC Committee met and discussed about KRC’s 2019 annual
meeting at KRC central office.

8/01/2020 — KRC Committee met with Australia Senator and discussed about
refugee current situation in the camps, what KRC does has for future
preparation for refugees.

13/01/2020 — KRC’s Education Coordinator attended and spoke during KECD
teacher training held in Thay Bay Hta.

20/01/2020 — KRC’s Education and Livelihood Coordinator met with IRC
representatives and discussed about future livelihood activities in
the camps and how to strengthen our cooperation at KRC central
office.

20/01/2020 — KRC Committee met with 3 officials from UNHCR at KRC central
office. The purpose of the meeting was to introduce new UNHCR
officials and at the same time updating them about the camp’s
current situation, including ongoing MOI population head count.

21/01/2020 — KRC’s Education Coordinator met with Brackett Foundation and
discussed about opportunity for scholarship program in Mae Sot.

27/01/2020 — KRC’s Joint Secretary, Office Administrator attended CIT meeting
at TBC office relation to CIT activities. Other participants include
TBC, UNHCR, KSNG, and FilmAid.

27/01/2020 - KRC’s Education Coordinator attended KYO meeting in relation to
the formation of Karen National Sport Association at KYO office.
The aim is to create awareness and knowledge about sports among
the students and youth.

29/01/2020 — KRC Committee met with TBC and IRC at KRC central office. The
purpose of the meeting to discuss about the public forum in relation
to future preparation for refugee. TBC and IRC will work together
with KRC.

29/01/2020 — KRC Anuual Meeting for 2019 was held on January 30-31 at KRC
central office. The meeting was attended by representatives from
seven camps, and TBC.



No. of Age Gender
Camps Families 18 UP > yrs- 17 16 months <6months Total Pop. Male Female
yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 3,130 8,011 5,209 2,190 206 15,616 7,492 8,124
Umphiem 887 2,171 1,311 435 13 3,930 1,903 2,027

Nu Po 816 2,330 1,802 755 166 5,053 2,601 2,455
Mae La Oon 897 2,344 1,435 847 97 4,723 2,416 2,307
Mae Ra Moe 758 1,954 1,444 609 80 4,087 2,056 2,031
Htam Hin 614 1,448 1,001 407 202 3,058 1,494 1,564
Don Yang 298 707 446 304 29 1,486 706 780
Total 7,400 18,965 12,648 5,547 793 37,953 18,668 19,288

Age Gender
No. of
Camps . 5 yrs- 17 |6 months Total Pop.
Families 18 UP <6months Male Female
yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 3,513 9,760 6,217 2,051 142 18,170 8,972 9,198
Umphiem 1,077 2,806 1,525 416 16 4,763 2384 2379
Nu Po 312 681 400 116 12 1,209 600 609
Mae La Oon 594 1,822 1,516 475 57 3,870 1,930 1,940
Mae Ra Moe 927 2,469 1,830 805 90 5,194 2,518 2,676
Htam Hin 712 1,729 1,039 395 122 3,285 1,647 1,638
Don Yang 149 522 298 75 20 915 457 458
Total 7,284 19,789 12,825 4,333 459 37,406 18,508 18,898

Age Gender
No. of
Camps . 5 yrs- 17 |6 months Total Pop.
Families 18 UP <6months Male Female
yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 28 1,038 1,038 581 457
Umphiem 2 37 1 0 38 12 26
Nu Po 4 19 11 30 22 8
Mae La Oon 10 79 99 178 78 100
Mae Ra Moe 8 41 25 66 30 36
Htam Hin
Don Yang 22 60 82 37 45
Total 52 198 1,234 - 1,432 760 672




Age Gender
Camps No. of 5yrs- 17 |6 months Total Pop.
Families 18 UP <6months Male Female
yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 6468 17803 11339 3885 341 33368 17045 17771
Umphiem 1,964 4,977 2,836 851 29 8,693 4,287 4,406
Nu Po 1,829 4,582 3,116 1,156 214 9,067 4,686 4,381
Mae La Oon 1,501 4,245 3,050 | 1,322 154 8,771 4,424 4,347
Mae Ra Moe 1,693 4,464 3,299 1,414 170 9,347 4,604 4,743
Htam Hin 1,330 3,177 2,040 802 324 6,343 3,137 3,202
Don Yang 447 1,229 744 379 49 2,401 1,163 1,238
G.Total 15,232 40,477 26,424 9,809 1,281 77,990 39,346 40,088

Increase Decrease
Camp Families M F Total Camp Families M F Total
Mae La Mae La
Umphiem 12 18 32 Umphiem 4 1 5
Nu Po 4 5 9 Nu Po
Mae La Oo 1 13 7 20 Mae La Oo 2 24 15 39
Mae Ra Moe 7 11 18 Mae Ra Moe 34 35 68
Htam Hin 6 6 Htam Hin 2 2
Don Yang 45 21 24 45 Don Yang 47 58 64 122
G.Total 2 63 65 130 G.Total 49 120 117 236
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Introduction

January is the first of the year. For many, it is the month of preparation for the rest of the
year. For the Karen Refugee Committee, as a preparation, we organized our annual meeting for
2019 on January 30-31. During this two-days meeting, we review our works and activities,
condition of refugees existing for the last 40 years. At the same time, we revisit our vision/mission
that we have laid down, reviewing our camp management support for all camps, reviewing our
return’s position, and identify the challenges while reaching out to refugee communities. During
this meeting, all representatives from camps have agreed to also form KRC’s return committee,
names as ‘Refugee Future Preparedness Committee’. This Committee will serve as the main body
in supporting refugee future preparation.

In relation to KRC’s return position, it will depend solely on KRC's Vision, which states that,
For the refugees to live in self-reliance’. In order to fulfill this vision, KRC, Camp Committee will
continue to work on to fulfill with the support and cooperation from the refugees. For this coming
2020, we also plan to meet with religious leaders/organizations in Burma, having consultation
meeting with CBOs/CSOs leaders in Burma and along the border and from other countries, to meet
with Burma’s State Government and KNU leaders. If opportunity opens up, we hope to see a few
families to return as an initial step for preparation for their family’s future in this year 2020. We
continue to thank Thai Royal Government, donors, UNHCR, INGOs, NGOs and CBOs for your
continuous year-long support for the refugees.

With my best regards,

General Secretary

Karen Refugee Committee



KRC’s Monthly Activity

January 2020

7/01/2020 — KRC Committee met and discussed about KRC’s 2019 annual
meeting at KRC central office.

8/01/2020 — KRC Committee met with Australia Senator and discussed about
refugee current situation in the camps, what KRC does has for future
preparation for refugees.

13/01/2020 — KRC’s Education Coordinator attended and spoke during KECD
teacher training held in Thay Bay Hta.

20/01/2020 — KRC’s Education and Livelihood Coordinator met with IRC
representatives and discussed about future livelihood activities in
the camps and how to strengthen our cooperation at KRC central
office.

20/01/2020 — KRC Committee met with 3 officials from UNHCR at KRC central
office. The purpose of the meeting was to introduce new UNHCR
officials and at the same time updating them about the camp’s
current situation, including ongoing MOI population head count.

21/01/2020 — KRC’s Education Coordinator met with Brackett Foundation and
discussed about opportunity for scholarship program in Mae Sot.

27/01/2020 — KRC’s Joint Secretary, Office Administrator attended CIT meeting
at TBC office relation to CIT activities. Other participants include
TBC, UNHCR, KSNG, and FilmAid.

27/01/2020 - KRC’s Education Coordinator attended KYO meeting in relation to
the formation of Karen National Sport Association at KYO office.
The aim is to create awareness and knowledge about sports among
the students and youth.

29/01/2020 — KRC Committee met with TBC and IRC at KRC central office. The
purpose of the meeting to discuss about the public forum in relation
to future preparation for refugee. TBC and IRC will work together
with KRC.

29/01/2020 — KRC Anuual Meeting for 2019 was held on January 30-31 at KRC
central office. The meeting was attended by representatives from
seven camps, and TBC.
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