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Karen Refugee Committee
Newsletter and Activity Report
December - 2019

Dear All Readers,

December is the last of the year. It is also the month where family members gather and meet
together. Usually, a very busy month, full of funs and festive season. For Christian, it is called
Christmas reason where Christian church celebrates and rejoices the birth of Jesus Christ as written
in Bible, gospel of John 3:16. Christmas reason has now become a common holidays for both
Christians and non-Christian, where we will see Christmas trees, stars and decorations will be
prepared at shopping malls, streets and airport.

From refugee camps, it is also a time where KRC staffs, camp committee members are taking
holidays for family reunion, planning for family retreats and other social activities. This year, the
holiday begins from 21% December to 5" of January 2020. On the day of office resumes, KRC
committee meet to discuss about refugee future and came up with the idea that, some sort of
preparation for return future is necessary and need to be implemented in coming year. There is no
concrete discussion over this, but further discussion will continue at KRC annual meeting in last week
of January.

However, December is also a sad season for Thailand due to the accidents that are happening during
the holidays. Thailand considers this holiday as one of the most tragic season and names it as ‘Seven
day of Risk) in which 463 people died and 3,892 injured in 2018-19 and 373 death and 3,499 injured
in 2019-2020, 20% less than last year. Another major cause by nature is wildfire at Australia which
has been going on since December and till now and become one of the most nature-made calamity
losing lives and properties. At the same the tension between USA and Iran has raised to the highest
peak which may escalate to bigger war and unexpected loss between the two countries. 52 sites as
claimed by US have been targeted to Iran and Iran response of revenge over the killing of one of his
top commanders was an obvious message to the rest of the world that there will be war without
end.

We have been blessed for many ways though we are in refugee camps. Our lives are safe and have
been sheltered for decades through the generosity of royal family, royal Thai government and
international donors and UN agencies support. We are grateful for all your support and will always
be indebted. This is our prayer that may this new year bring you peace, joy and success.

With my best wishes,

General Secretary
Karen Refugee Committee



Monthly Activities Report
December -2019

02/12/2019 — KRC Joint Secretary attended PSEAH and BCNRM meeting orientation provided
by TBC at Maela camp. Camp committee, section leaders and CBO community
leaders were participated in the meetings.

5-6/12/2019 — KRC Finance Advisor presented about refugee issues organized by AGIPP on
“Women, Peace and Security Forum” at Rangoon.

10-12/12/2019 — KRC Education Coordinator attended Karen Student Network Group annual
meeting in Mae Sot. The meeting emphasis the advocacy for refugee
students and their struggle for rights and peace.

11-12/12/2019 — KRC Joint Secretary along with IRC and UNHCR provided security
consultation at Maela camp to camp’s security staffs.

12/12/2019 - TBC (Nutrition) visited KRC and let’ know KRC for future their plans concern
nutrition provides for children in camps.

12/12/2019 — KRC Education Coordinator provided training to students and teachers on
Migration Study with the purpose to introduce this discipline to IDPs, refugee
and migrant students, in Mae Sot. The training was organized by Karen Develop
-ment and Service Foundation.

16/12/2019 — KRC Secretary along with IRC — Livelihood provided information to Maela camp
committee regarding the student internship at Mae Sot. At the same time also
shown the video about the intern activity.

17/12/2109 — KRC Education Coordinator attended higher education meeting at KECD office,
Mae Pa. The purpose of the meeting was to review the current structure of HE
program.

17-19/12/2019 — KRC Joint Secretary along with IRC and UNHCR provided security consultat-
ion and training to Nupo and Umphiem camp’s security staffs and camp
committee members. At the same time provided video activity relation to
internship to intern students at Mae Sot.



NGO Supporters:
ADRA - Adventist Development and Relief Agency. Starting January 2011, ADRA assumed
responsibility for vocational training formerly implemented by ZOA in all seven camps.

COERR - Catholic Office for Emergency Relief and Refugees. Food and educational support.
DARE — RuamMit foundation

H.1. — Humanity and Inclusion. Supports handicapped refugees with prostheses and rehabilitation. It
also organizes annual sporting events for the handicapped.

IRC-LAC — Support the law , Health , WatSan and LAC
M.1. — Malteser International, formerly MHD — Supports medical and health facilities

PPAT — Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand. Supports family planning and preventive
education in refugee camps.

RIGHT TO PLAY - Support Teacher subsidies, teacher training and capacity building.
SAVE THE CHILDREN - Support teacher training and management capacity building.
SMRU - Shoklo Malaria Research Unit. Supports malaria control, prevention, and treatment.
SVA — Supports libraries in the camps.

TBC — The Border Consortium. Supports with food and shelter material. TBC coordinates with the
Community Management and Preparedness Program to help with administration and management
capacity in all seven camps. TBC provides KRC with administrative and organizational support and
helps with staff remuneration.

UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Supports registration process,
protection, and ultimate safe repatriation. It is currently helping with resettlement issues.

WEAVE - Promotes women and children’s education and self-reliance, focusing on household issues
to help women achieve more power, rights, and opportunities in refugee communities.

Address: P.O. Box 5
Mae Sot, Tak 63110
Thailand
Tel: (055) Intl: +66 55 532 947
E-mail: krc.academic@gmail.com
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Camp Population Report December 2019

Register People in 7 Camps

No. of Age Gender
Camps Families 18 UP > yrs- 17 16 months <6months Total Pop. Male Female
yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 3,130 8,011 5,209 2,190 206 15,616 7,492 8,124
Umphiem 887 2,171 1,311 435 13 3,930 1,903 2,027
Nu Po 816 2,330 1,802 755 166 5,053 2,601 2,455
Mae La Oon 912 2,409 1,465 873 92 4,839 2,475 2,364
Mae Ra Moe 783 1,990 1,473 617 64 4,144 2,075 2,069
Htam Hin 699 1,747 1,180 499 192 3,618 1,773 1,845
Don Yang 298 707 446 304 29 1,486 706 780
Total 7,525 19,365 12,886 5,673 762 38,686 19,025 19,664
Unregister People in 7 Camps
Age Gender
No. of
Camps . 5 yrs- 17 |6 months Total Pop.
Families 18 UP <6months Male Female
yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 3,513 9,760 6,217 2,051 142 18,170 8,972 9,198
Umphiem 1,077 2,806 1,525 416 16 4,763 2384 2379
Nu Po 312 681 400 116 12 1,209 600 609
Mae La Oon 679 1,875 1,551 521 49 3,996 1,982 2,014
Mae Ra Moe 933 2,506 1,836 816 68 5,226 2,574 2,652
Htam Hin 208 607 523 171 65 1,366 674 692
Don Yang 149 522 298 75 20 915 457 458
Total 6,871 18,757 12,350 4,166 372 35,645 17,643 18,002
Boarding House Students in 7 Camps
Age Gender
No. of
Camps . 5 yrs- 17 |6 months Total Pop.
Families 18 UP <6months Male Female
yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 28 1,038 1,038 581 457
Umphiem 2 37 1 0 38 12 26
Nu Po 4 19 11 30 22 8
Mae La Oon 10 86 97 183 85 98
Mae Ra Moe 8 41 25 66 30 36
Htam Hin
Don Yang 22 60 82 37 45
Total 52 205 1,232 - 1,437 767 670




General Population in 7 Camps

Age Gender
Camps No. of 5yrs- 17 |6 months Total Pop.
Families 18 UP <6months Male Female
yrs 4 yrs
Mae La 6468 17803 11339 3885 341 33368 17045 17771
Umphiem 1,964 4,977 2,836 851 29 8,693 4,287 4,406
Nu Po 1,829 4,582 3,116 1,156 214 9,067 4,686 4,381
Mae La Oon 1,601 4,370 3,113 1,394 141 9,018 4,542 4,476
Mae Ra Moe 1,715 4,537 3,334 1,433 132 9,436 4,688 4,748
Htam Hin 1,138 2,963 2,025 619 5,607 2,717 2,890
Don Yang 447 1,229 744 379 49 2,401 1,163 1,238
G.Total 15,162 40,461 26,507 9,717 906 77,590 39,128 39,910
Explaination Population Increase & Decrease during the Month
Increase Decrease
Camp Families M F Total Camp Families M F Total
Mae La Mae La
Umphiem 12 18 32 Umphiem 4 1 5
Nu Po 4 5 9 Nu Po
Mae La Oo 1 13 7 20 Mae La Oo 2 24 15 39
Mae Ra Moe 7 17 24 Mae Ra Moe 57 29 86
Htam Hin Htam Hin
Don Yang 45 21 24 45 Don Yang 47 58 64 122
G.Total 2 57 71 130 G.Total 49 143 109 252
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