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This report updates the information contained in a docunent published
by Amesty International on 7 Novenber 1990 entitled Myanmar: 'In The
National Interest', Prisoners of conscience, torture, summry trials
under martial |aw. That docunent details Amesty International's
concerns about human rights violations in Myanmar from before the
mlitary coup in Septenber 1988 to May this year.

The attached report describes some human rights violations which
have taken place in Myanmar between May and Septenmber 1990, incl uding
arrests of political activists and continuing ill-treatnment of
political prisoners.

This summarises a four page docunent, Myanmar: Recent Devel opnents
Related to Human Rights (Al I ndex: ASA 16/28/90), issued by Ammesty

I nternational in Novenmber 1990. Anyone wanting further details or to
take action on this issue should consult the full docunent.
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MYANMAR:

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO HUMAN RI GHTS

The National Assenbly, for which elections were held in May, had yet
to be convened by the mlitary governnent five nonths after the
results were published. The principal |eaders of the National League
for Denocracy (NLD), which won over 80% of the National Assenbly seat
in the nationw de el ections, remai ned under house arrest or in prison
and denonstrators increasingly called for the el ected representatives
to be allowed to take up their seats and forma governnent. July saw
increased political activity with the approach of Martyrs Day on 19
July, which commenorates those killed in Myanmar's struggle for

i ndependence. The NLD cancelled plans for a Martyr's Day rally.
However, as the country prepared for the holiday, students in Rangoon
hel d snap denonstrations and handed out |eaflets demanding that the
mlitary government -- State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC
-- transfer power to the opposition. They reportedly di spersed when
troops arrived. The official Martyr's Day cerenpony proceeded w t hout
arrests.

On 27 July the SLORC i ssued announcenent 1/90, which stated the
ruling mlitary authorities' view that it was not "necessary to
expl ain® why the NLD did not "automatically obtain the three sovereig
powers of legislative, admnistrative, and judiciary powers by the
energence of a people's assenbly” as a result of its election victory
The authorities would not "accept...in any way" anyone acting
i ndependently of the SLORC in "drafting...an interimconstitution to
obtain state power and to forma governnment”. They warned that
"effective action will be taken according to the |aw' agai nst anyone
who did. The statenent was an apparent warning to the opposition and
t hose demandi ng a pronpt transfer of power.

The follow ng day an NLD party conference asked the ruling
mlitary authorities to hand over power to the NLD as the w nning
party in the 27 May parliamentary elections. On 29 July a reported
10, 000 peopl e gat hered outside of Gandhi Hall in Yangon, where the
conference was being held, but there were no arrests. The NLD al so
asked for direct talks with the SLORC and the release of their | eader
Aung San Suu Kyi and Tin U, both detained since July 1989. On 29
August the NLD and the United Nationalities League for Denocracy
(UNLD), which is a coalition of 21 other political parties in Myannmar
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announced that a parliament would be set up in Septenber if the
governnment had not al ready convened the representatives elected in
May. They were later warned in an editorial by the official Wrking
People's Daily not to forma parliament or governnent w thout the
mlitary authorities' perm ssion.

On 3 August, the authorities reported the arrest of 42-year-old U
San Lin, the patron of the student-dom nated Denocratic Party for a
New Soci ety (DPNS). They said he was detained for "instigating the
students and children into formng illegal associations and creating
di sturbances.” He was reportedly arrested in connection with a
nmeeting he had attended where the formation of high school unions and
t he assistance the DPNS coul d give were discussed.

Early August was al so marked by nore sporadi c denonstrations
around the country. These cul m nated on 8 August, a significant
anni versary in Myanmar. On that day two years ago hundreds of people
were shot dead by security forces during mass denonstrations that
br oke out after nmonths of nmounting protests against one-party mlitar
rule. On this year's anniversary two nonks and two students were
reportedly shot dead by Myanmar security forces during a denonstratio
in the town of Mandal ay. The governnent denied these reports and sai
instead that three security personnel and one novice nonk were
injured. An estimated 2-5,000 nonks marched through its streets at
dawn, nom nally collecting their daily alms fromthe people. During
the march, which was watched by contingents of troops, groups of
students who had joined it reportedly shouted anti-governnent sl ogans
and raised the flying peacock flag, the synbol of the NLD. The polic
arrived, and a police captain was reportedly hit on the head, after
whi ch the arny opened fire. Three people were also wounded during th
incident. Security forces arrested several people, but Amesty
I nt ernati onal has not been able to obtain their names, nor those of
t he nonks and students reportedly killed. The day before, soldiers
al l egedly bayonetted a student in Mandalay. Monks have continued to
stage protest denonstrations in Mandal ay, and the governnent cl ains
t hat they have thrown stones at soldiers. After the 8 August
denmonstrations, the mlitary reportedly increased the troop presence
i n Yangon and other major cities.

At the end of August M chi o Wat anabe, a Japanese diplomat, in a
meeting with General Saw Maung, questioned the continuing detention o
NLD | eader Aung San Suu Kyi. Saw Maung reportedly told himthat she
woul d be freed if she left Myanmar to return to the United Kingdomto
join her famly and resume her career as a witer. At this witing
Aung San Suu Kyi is allowed no contact with her fam |y abroad.

More arrests occurred in Septenber. Kyi Maung, acting Chairnman of
the NLD, and party secretary Chit Kaing were arrested on 6 Septenber
for allegedly "handing over classified state secret docunents of
national interest to unauthorised persons”. The announcenent of thei
arrest was nmade at a news conference on 7 Septenber by Major Genera
Khin Nyunt, First Secretary of the SLORC. He did not identify the
docunments in question or to whomthey were purportedly given. Kyi
Maung is a former colonel in the arnmed forces, and both nmen are in
their 70's. They had been acting on behalf of NLD Chairman Tin U, wh
is serving a three year prison term and NLD General Secretary Aung
San Suu Kyi, who has been under house arrest since July 1989. Ammest
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| nternational considers Kyi Maung and Chit Kaing to be prisoners of
consci ence, arrested for the peaceful exercise of their right to
freedom of expression.

In the sanme news conference Khin Nyunt also stated that four other
NLD | eaders, Onhn Kyai ng, Thein Dan, Ye Myint Aung and Sein H a Aung,
had been arrested in Mandal ay on 8 August for sending out "fal se
news". This was apparently a reference to reports of the shooting
deat hs that day in Mandal ay.

On 12 Septenber three Denocratic Party for a New Society | eaders
were arrested in Kayan township, some 42 mles from Yangon, for
possessi ng anti-governnent panphlets. They are: Kyi Wn, aged 32; Y
Nai ng, aged 23, and Ngwe Oo, aged 20. Further arrests were reported
on 20 Septenber when another NLD | eader Kyi H a, the party's
information officer, was arrested for publishing anti-government
propaganda. On 26 Septenber the official radio announced that three
nore political party activists were arrested. It said Sein H aing,
aged 35, Myo Myint Nyein, aged 38, and Nyan Paw, aged 36 had been
arrested on 9, 12, and 13 Septenber respectively for "organizing
yout hs and students to create instability in Rangoon city and in
connection with the preparation, planning and publications of an anti
gover nnment propaganda publication...” The authorities clainmed that
t he publication, entitled What's Happening, "ainmed at maki ng people
m sunder stand the governnent and the Defence Forces." The report als
al l eged that Myo Myint Nyein had asked Nyan Paw to wite poetry
ridiculing mlitary |leaders. Sein H aing then reportedly printed and
di stributed the poens. Ammesty International believes that all of
t hese people nmay be prisoners of conscience. Amnesty I|nternational
does not know if the prisoners whose cases are described are to be
tried by mlitary tribunals in effect since July 1989 and which
operate according to procedures not in accordance with international
standards for fairness. These courts have handed down dozens of | ong
sentences to political prisoners who have broken martial |aw orders
whi ch forbid public gatherings of nore than five people and prohibit
public criticismof the mlitary authorities. However, in a press
rel ease i ssued on 5 October the governnent stated: "In the exercise
of judicial responsibility, martial lawis being applied to serious
cases whi ch warrant such actions.”

Amesty International has continued to receive reports of ill-
treatment of prisoners, particularly in Insein Prison, near Yangon,
and in Tharawaddy Prison, 70 mles fromthe capital. |In the nost
recent report 89 political prisoners in Insein Prison staged a hunger
stri ke beginning 18 Septenber to demand a transfer of power to the
opposition. On 25 Septenber after having shouted their denmands,
several were reportedly beaten by soldiers and nine required
hospitalization. Their present condition is not known.



