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Further information on UA 438/ 91 (ASA 16/13/91, 13 Decenber 1991) - Fear of
torture and ill-treatnent

MYANMAR (BURMA): Students arrested during protest denpbnstrations

i ncl udi ng Bo Bo Htun
Zaw M n Khi ng
Ba Ht oo Maung

Ammesty International has recently received further information from

unof ficial sources about the arrests of students during or after
denonstrations in Yangon (Rangoon, the capital) on 9, 10 and 11 Decenber
1991. On 9 Decenber, Bo Bo Htun, a final year Physics student from Yangon
University, was arrested for distributing |eaflets asking for the rel ease
of 1991 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and previously detained
students, at a student volleyball ganme on the Yangon Arts and Sci ences

Uni versity (YASU) canpus. He was reportedly tortured, and his whereabouts
are not known. Other students who were also distributing panphlets were
arrested in their hones that evening by Mlitary Intelligence.

The next day, seven student |eaders spoke on the canpus, demandi ng that
Aung San Suu Kyi and detai ned students be rel eased fromdetention. The
students dispersed in the afternoon, but that evening an estimted 150
students who had participated in the denpnstration were arrested by
security forces. Forty-five of these students were wonen.

At 10 am on 11 Decenber, students gathered on the canpus of YASU again, and
were reportedly subsequently arrested in the streets, in teashops, and in
their hones. Sixty-four students were allegedly arrested in their
dormitories. Among themwere Zaw M n Khing, a final year Ceol ogy student,
and Ba Htoo Maung, a third year Botany student, who were arrested at the
Taung Ngu and Dagon dormatori es.

Ni ne other students were arrested in their homes on the evening of 11
Decenber, anong themtwo wonmen. They were reportedly taken directly to

I nsein Prison near Yangon, Myannar's |argest detention facility where

t housands of political prisoners are detained. Altogether hundreds of
students were reportedly arrested. Most were taken to Insein prison, but
some students suspected by the authorities of being | eaders were taken to a
Mlitary Intelligence interrogation centre. Ammesty International is
concerned that the detai ned students may be prisoners of conscience,
arrested for peacefully expressing their rights to freedom of expression
and assenbly. Amesty International is also gravely concerned for the
safety of the students.



FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/airmil letters:

- urging that the students, including Bo Bo Hun, Zaw M n Khing, and Ba
Ht oo Maung, be treated according to international standards and that they
be given access to their famlies and | awyers of their own choice;

- expressing concern that the students may be detained solely for the
peaceful exercise of their rights to freedom of expression and assenbly,
and asking that they be fairly tried, or released i nmedi ately and
uncondi tional ly.
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1) Senior General Saw Maung
Chairman of the State Law and Order Restoration Council

Yangon (Rangoon), Union of Myanmar (Burna)

Tel egranms: Seni or Ceneral Saw Miang, Yangon, Manmar

Tel exes: 21313 MOFARN BM (Attn: Senior Gen Saw Maung)
Faxes: +95 1 2 2950 (via Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs)

Sal utati on: Seni or Gener al

2) Dr U Pe Thein

M ni ster of Health and Education

M nisters' Ofice

Yangon (Rangoon), Union of Manmar

Tel egranms: Dr U Pe Thein, Yangon, Mannar

Faxes: +95 1 2 2950 (via Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs)

Sal utation: Dear M nister
COPIES TO. diplomatic representatives of Myanmar in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 January 1992.



